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By Dylan Strobel

Wildfires are nothing new to many
of us here in California. The loss of life,
property and community in Paradise,
Calif. is still fresh in many of our hearts
and minds and is just one of many tragic
wildfires to hit our state in recent years
— with a grim outlook for the coming
years. This struck close to home for
some in the Madera Ranchos-Bonadelle
Ranchos area this past month when a
pre-evacuation advisory was issued by
the Madera County Fire Department
after 500 acres near Avenue 16 and
Road 36 was lost to a wildfire. There
were no injuries involved and no struc-
tures were lost in the blaze, but it should
still serve as a reminder to those of us in
the Ranchos of the danger that grassfires
pose to farmers, ranchers and home-
owners alike.

According to Cal Fire, in 2019,
259,823 acres were burned in 7,860
wildfires. Three lives were lost and
732 structures were damaged or de-
stroyed. AccuWeather estimates that
these wildfires caused an economic
loss of $80 billion. The economic loss
for 2018 was estimated at $400 billion.
So far this year, there have already
been 4,564 wildfires that have burned
roughly 40,600 acres. Thankfully, no
fatalities have been reported and only
six structures have been damaged, but
there are still two to three months left
in the fire season. There is currently a
wildfire burning just southeast of
Coalinga that has burned nearly
19,500 acres and is only 30 percent
contained.

There are a number of things that
we can do to help protect our own
property, families, and community
from the risk of fires. Weed abatement
and land scaping is one of the simplest
ways to protect your home or property
from fires. Clearing weeds, dry brush,
and dead tree limbs and cutting dry
grass on your property, especially
along the road and around your home,

Local Group
Offers Free
Lot Mowing

Please see MOW on P. 7

ver the last four months, Americans have lived through what
is arguably the most consequential period of government
malfeasance in U.S. history. Public officials overreaction to
the novel coronavirus put American cities into a coma; those

same officials’ passivity in the face of widespread rioting threat-
ens to deliver the coup de grace. Together, these back-to-back
governmental failures will transform the American polity and
cripple urban life for decades.

Before store windows started shattering in the name of racial
justice, urban existence was already on life support, thanks to the
coronavirus lockdowns. Small businesses — the restaurants and
shops that are the lifeblood of cities —— were shuttered, many
for good, leaving desolate rows of “For Rent” signs on street after
street in New York City and elsewhere. Americans huddled in
their homes for months on end, believing that if they went out-
side, death awaited them.

This panic was occasioned by epidemiological models pre-
dicting wildly unlikely fatalities from the coronavirus. On March
30, the infamous Imperial College London model predicted 2.2
million deaths in the U.S. by September 1, absent government
action. That prediction was absurd on its face, given the disper-
sal of the U.S. popula-
tion and the fact that
China’s coronavirus
death toll had already
levelled off at a few
thousand. The authors
of that study soon re-
vised it radically down-
ward.

Too late. It had al-
ready become the basis
for the exercise of un-
precedented govern-
ment power. California
was the first state to
lock down its economy
and confine its citizens
to their homes; eventu-
ally almost every other
state would follow suit,
under enormous media
pressure to do so.

Never before had
public officials required millions of lawful businesses to shut their
doors, throwing tens of millions of people out of work. They did
so at the command of one particular group of experts —— those
in the medical and public health, fields — who viewed their man-
date as eliminating one particular health risk with every means
put at their disposal.

If the politicians who followed their advice weighed a greater
set of considerations, balancing the potential harm from the virus
against the harm from the shutdowns, they showed no sign of it.
Instead, governors and mayors started rolling out one emergency
decree after another to terminate economic activity, seemingly
heedless of the consequences.

The lockdown mandates employed mind-numbingly arbi-
trary distinctions. Wine stores and pot dispensaries were deemed
“essential” and thus allowed to stay open; medical offices were
required to close. Large grocery stores got the green light; small
retail establishments with only a few customers each day were
out of luck. Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer notoriously
used her red pen within megastores to bar the sale of seeds, gar-
dening supplies and paint.

It was already clear when these crushing mandates started

pouring forth that shutting down every corner of the country was
a reckless overreaction. By mid-March, two weeks before the Im-
perial College model was published, Italian health data showed
that the coronavirus was terribly lethal to a very small subset of
the population – the elderly infirm — and a minor health problem
to nearly everyone else who was not already severely ill. The me-
dian age of coronavirus decedents in Italy was 80, and they died
with a median of nearly three comorbidities, such as heart dis-
ease and diabetes. The lead author of the Imperial College model
has admitted that up to two-thirds of all coronavirus fatalities
would have died from their comorbidities by the end of 2020 any-
way.

Three months later, this profile of coronavirus casualties still
holds true. Public health interventions could have been targeted
at that highly vulnerable population without forcing the American
economy into a death spiral.

Disinformation
By now it is impossible to attribute the media’s failure to

publicize the facts about the coronavirus to mere oversight. Every
story that does not mention, preferably at the top, the vast over-
representation of nursing home deaths in the coronavirus death

count – above 50 per-
cent in many countries
and 80 percent in sev-
eral of our states – is a
story that is deliber-
ately concealing the
truth. Casual readers
and viewers have been
left with the false im-
pression that everyone
is equally at risk, and
thus that draconian
measures are justified.

The media have
been equally uninter-
ested in the scientific
evidence regarding out-
door transmission.
Coronavirus infections
require what Japan
calls the three Cs: con-
fined spaces, crowded
places, and close con-

tact. The fleeting encounters on sidewalks and public parks that
characterize much of city life simply do not result in transmis-
sion. And yet if you briskly approach someone on one of Man-
hattan’s broad and now empty sidewalks, the oncoming
pedestrian may lunge into the street or press up against the clos-
est wall in abject fear if you are not wearing a mask. You may be
cursed at.

The public health establishment has been equally complici-
tous in creating this widespread ignorance. It has failed to stress
at every opportunity that for the vast majority of the public, the
coronavirus is at most an inconvenience. The public health ex-
perts did not disclose that outdoors was the safest place to be and
that people should get out of their homes and into the fresh air.

Not coincidentally, the experts’ newfound power over nearly
every aspect of American life was dependent on the maintenance
of fear.

While the U.S. death toll from the coronavirus has been de-
mographically circumscribed and lower than the previous flu pan-
demics of 1968, 1956 and 1918 when adjusted for population, the

O
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Don’t Copy New York

“Our whole way of
life is based on ...

a voluntary
agreement to

live here
together in

freedom,
respecting the

rights of
others and

expecting that
our rights in

return will be
respected.”

Guest Editorial

By Rich Lowry

“If only the rest of the country
could handle COVID-19 as well as New
York ...”

That's the lament of progressive
commentators as coronavirus cases
spike in the Sun Belt and the South.

Washington Post columnist Jen-
nifer Rubin hailed New York City the
other day after it reported no deaths for
the first time during the pandemic. This
is what competent government can ac-
complish, she gushed.

Valerie Jarrett, former aide to
Barack Obama, tweeted, "Short term
sacrifice saves lives!!!"

This is all perverse given that New
York is only now emerging from one of
the worst COVID-19 debacles on the
planet. There is nonetheless a wide-
spread feeling that New York has been
blessed with its exemplary leadership.
Gov. Andrew Cuomo, incredibly
enough, has sky-high approval ratings.

Some Road map
If New York is going to be held up

as the model, every officeholder in the
country has a new road map for han-
dling the virus: See a significant per-
centage of residents of your largest city
get infected, barely prevent your hospi-
tal system from getting overwhelmed,
implement a policy that increases in-
fections and deaths at nursing homes,
suffer more than 30,000 deaths and a

higher per-capita death rate than any
country in the world -- and then, after
all that, get hailed as a hero.

In fairness, New York had many
factors working against it. It was hit
first, while the virus and how to treat it
were still poorly understood, and New
York City is an international travel hub
with densely packed neighborhoods and
a heavily trafficked public transit sys-
tem. Of course it got hammered.

The outbreaks in other parts of the
country aren't anything like what hap-
pened in New York, at least not yet.
What states like Florida, Arizona,
Texas and California are trying to do is
avoid New York's fate, even as they are
lectured about the superiority of the
Empire State's approach.

The positivity rate -- the percentage
of tests coming back positive -- has in-
creased in all of these places, and in
Arizona has gone above 20 percent.
During the worst of the outbreak in
New York, the seven-day moving aver-
age for the positivity rate reached an as-
tronomical 50 percent.

Deaths are going up, too, but the
scale so far is completely different. In
New York, about 32,500 people have
died. In Florida, a state of comparable
population, about 4,300 people have
died. In Texas and California, both big-
ger states, about 3,300 and 7,000 peo-
ple have died.

New York should be a watchword,
not something to emulate.

It is in a better situation now, but
only after the virus burned through
much of the city. A state survey found
that more than 20 percent of New York
City residents have antibodies to the
virus. This isn't an experience anyone
should want to duplicate.

The fact is that the virus isn't inter-
ested in scoring partisan points or es-
tablishing the superiority of red state
versus blue state governance. It is
highly infectious and now is hitting
places it missed earlier in the pandemic
as they have started to reopen.

We should wish them the very best
-- and fervently hope they don't suffer
the same calamity that befell New
York.

Rich Lowry i s ed i tor o f the
National Review.

© 2020 by King Features Synd., Inc.
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A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
• Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com
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There’s so much crazy in the
world it’s hard to settle on a topic to
write about. With states being
locked down again as a response to a
rise in positive COVID tests and
civil unrest reaching unprecedented
proportions, you would think choos-
ing my topic might be easy, but
everyone is covering all of those and
I often make it a point not to do
what everyone else is doing. So in-
stead, I’m going in a different direc-
tion.

Recently, I stumbled across a
YouTube channel that grabbed my
attention called “It’s All Downhill
From Here,” (which is not a real
channel) run by a man named Billy
Muckenfutch (which is not a real
person) who has made some very in-
teresting predictions for the end of
the year (which are not real predic-
tions). Here are those that I found
most entertaining.

Muckenfutch says there will be
some interesting
things happen-
ing in Califor-
nia. First, the
president of
Goya Foods is
going to acci-
dentally take
over the south-
ern part of the
state and disaffiliate itself with the
rest of the country. Evidently, the
entirety of Southern California will
become an autonomous zone led by
the liberal Hollywood elite who will
immediately outlaw anything that
isn’t made of soy or tofu. Bob
Unanue, Goya Foods CEO, will at-
tempt to smuggle in truckloads of
Goya Foods to feed the masses, but
that will be seen by the Hollywood
anti-think tank as a siege. Of course,
since the only weapons left in the
region will be prop guns and fake
knives, the well-armed employees
out of New Jersey will easily over-
power them and declare Unanue the
reigning warlord of the region.

The remaining part of the state
will hold a special election follow-
ing the recall of current Governor
Newsom. The YouTuber says Ben
Shapiro will win said election via a
massive write in campaign. Shapiro
won’t even know what happened
until he receives a call from the cap-
ital on inauguration day and is asked

Reliable (?) Predictions

why he hasn’t shown up. Mucken-
futch anticipates Shapiro will have a
long and prosperous run as governor
and in his first act he will build a
wall around the bay area and convert
it to a prison, while Nancy Pelosi is
inside. In unrelated news, the House
of Representatives will become 36
percent more productive and 43 per-
cent less divisive in 2021. Liberal
scholars will be researching possible
causes of that shift for decades.

Muckenfutch has predicted that
Mark Zuckerberg will be completely

i n c a p a c i t a t e d
after a series of
mysterious Face-
book updates
launch. The up-
dates will come
after the an-
nouncement that
a virus brought
down several
servers in the

billionaire’s network, including his
personal servers in his basement.
Zuckerberg will remain unavailable
for comment as he will be placed in
CIA protective custody and held in
the basement janitorial closet. Billy
didn’t elaborate further.

In news out of Washington, DC,
many Republicans will mourn the
loss of our own political pundit and
pit bill, Ann Coulter. Having about
all she could stand of feckless re-
publicans and so-called conserva-
tives, she will take matters into her
own hands and attempt to assassi-
nate the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court, John Roberts. She
will somehow manage to sneak a
small firearm into the Supreme
Court Building and unload four
rounds of .38 special into the Chief
Justice’s abdomen. Luckily, since
Roberts has no guts he will live and
make a full recovery. Ruth Bader

Recently, I stumbled across
a YouTube channel that
grabbed my attention called
“It’s All Downhill From Here,”
(which is not a real channel) ...
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Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
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• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
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224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday
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DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP
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$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast

Results
CALL NOW!

7/
20

ccaallll  MMaarrkk  CCrraawwffoorrdd  ••  555599--222255--11443355
CCrraawwffoorrddIInnssuurraanncceeGGrroouupp@@yyaahhoooo..ccoomm

2200--YYeeaarr  RRaanncchhooss  rreessiiddeenntt  ••  2255++  yyeeaarrss  eexxppeerriieennccee
LLiicc..  ##OOEE5522003333  &&  00880000772222aauuttoo  ••  hhoommee  ••  ccoommmmeerrcciiaall  ••  wwoorrkkeerrss  ccoommpp

7/
20

7/
20







Page 9

www.The Ranchos.com

OPEN 7 DAYS

N

M-SAT 8-7 SUN 9-5•

7/20

economic toll has cut across every sector of
the country and every population group.
Whole industries have seen their capital
wiped out overnight.

Despite a better than expected employ-
ment report in early June, the long-term ef-
fects of the shutdowns and the continuing
mandates to socially distance will prevent
a full economic recovery for years to come.
Forty-four million Americans are still out
of work. Supply chains have been thrown
into chaos. Fresh fruits and vegetables are
being plowed under and livestock burned
uneaten for lack of access to processing
plants and markets. Small businessmen
who have put their life savings into creat-
ing a service that customers want, have seen
their hard work go up in smoke. Without
rent from their retail tenants, commercial
landlords can’t pay their taxes. City budgets
have been decimated. The additional $8 tril-

lion in public debt taken on to try to substi-
tute for the private economy will depress
opportunity for generations.

And what has been the response to this
economic carnage on the part of our ruling
class? Branding strategies! Politicians have
put cute names on what has been a taking of
private property on an unprecedented scale.
New York Governor Andrew Cuomo calls
the state lockdowns “New York on Pause,”
as if commerce can be indefinitely sus-
pended and then magically resuscitated
with the flick of a switch.

The politicians’ ignorance about the
complexity of economic life was stunning,
as was their hypocrisy. To a person, every
elected official, every public health expert,
and every media pundit who lectured
Americans about the need to stay in indef-
inite lockdown had a secure (“essential”)
job. Not one of them feared his employer
would go bankrupt. Anyone who warned
that the effects of the lockdowns would be

more devastating than anything the coron-
avirus could inflict was accused of being a
heartless capitalist who only cared about
profits.

But to care about the economy is to
care about human life, since the economy
is how life is sustained. It is the source of
meaning, as well as sustenance, binding hu-
mans to each other in a web of voluntary
exchange. To its workers, every business is
essential, and to many of its customers as
well. Even judged by the narrowest possi-
ble definition of public health —- 1ives lost
— the toll from the lockdowns will exceed
that of the virus, due to the cancellation of
elective medical procedures, patients’ un-
necessary fear of seeking medical treat-
ment, and the psychological effects of
unemployment.

In May, politicians started inviting a
few scattered sectors of their state
economies to reopen, with blue state gov-
ernors and mayors being particularly parsi-

monious with their noblesse oblige. These
blue state officials invoked “science” to jus-
tify yet another arbitrary set of guidelines
to determine which businesses would be al-
lowed to start up again and when. “Sci-
ence,” we were told, dictated the timetable
for reopening, based on rates of hospital
bed vacancies and new infections.

In fact, the numerical benchmarks, en-
forced with draconian punctiliousness,
seem to have been drawn out of a hat —
they certainly had no evidence behind
them. But even with official reopenings,
many customers will be long reluctant to re-
sume their normal habits of consumption
and travel thanks to the uninterrupted fear-
mongering on the part of the media, the ex-
perts, and elected leaders.

Being fantastically risk averse is now
a badge of honor, at least among the pro-
fessional elites. A young tech columnist for

CRIPPLING cont. from P. 2

Please see CRIPPLING on P.14
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Is your bill-paying routine like
clockwork or is it more of a random
event that happens when panic strikes
or a “Final Notice” arrives in the mail?
Bill paying is stressful enough without
searching through piles to find the bills
or trying to remember if something
was paid or not. The sinking feeling
when your insurance is about to be
canceled, or a hefty late fee has been
added to your payment can be avoided.
Let’s look at some simple steps to

bring peace of mind to your bill paying
experience.

Gather all your bills together and
create a home for them.

For many, who don’t have a desig-
nated spot for bills, this is a revolution-
ary step. It’s easy to walk in and toss the
mail randomly about. Make sure the
home for your bills is easily accessible
and visible. It could be near the front
door, on your kitchen counter or in your
home office. It
could be a decora-
tive basket or a
table-top or wall-
mount file holder.
Warning: Don’t
mix other mail
(coupons, ads, etc.)
in with the bills to
pay. It will take all
the willpower you can muster to walk
the bills to this spot every day, but it
will be worth it.

Track your bill paying.
Don’t leave it to memory to know if

you paid a bill or not. Create a spread-
sheet or use a paper, pencil and ruler to
make a Bill Payment Record. Turn your
paper horizontal (landscape) and label

the first column “Bills to Pay.” Then
create twelve narrow columns and label
them January through December. Or,
you can email me for a template at
info@organizedbychoice.com. List all
your bills and their due dates under
“Bills to Pay.” When you pay the bill,
record the date and amount paid in the
month column. On another sheet, list the
bills you have on autopay with the dates
that payments are deducted from your

account. Store the
Bill Payment
Records with the
Bills to Pay.

Create a bill-
paying schedule.

Based on your
income, due dates
and preferences,
decide when

you’re going to pay bills. Maybe you
prefer paying them as they arrive. If not,
schedule (put it on your calendar like a
dentist appointment) a couple times per
month to sit down and pay bills. You
may want to have a Bill Payment
Record sheet for those you pay on the
1st and another for those you pay on the
15th of the month. Label them as such.

Online assistance.
For tracking, reminders and budget-

ing help, consider using one of these
top-rated online sites: Mint.com, Per-
s o n a l C a p i t a l . c o m ,
YouNeedaBudget.com or Tillerhq.com.

Resources for kids.
Give your kids a head start to fi-

nancial responsibility with one of these
teaching tools: Bankaroo.com, DaveR-
amsey.com, FamZoo.com or products
from Money Savvy Generation.

If your kids are adults, make sure
they, or someone else you trust, have
access to your financial records (bill
payments, bank accounts, online pass-
words, etc.) in the event that someone
needs to fill in for you.

Now you can allow your mind to
rest or be productive with other things
and not waste time worrying about your
bills.

Contact Organized by Choice (be-
cause things don’t always fall into
place) at P.O. Box 26152, Fresno, CA
93729, call 559-871-3314 or email
info@organized bychoice.com. You can
also pay a visit online to www. organ
izedbychoice.com.

Now you can allow your
mind to rest or be productive with
other things and not waste time
worrying about your bills.

Late Fees
vs.

Peace of Mind

7/
20



www.The Ranchos.com

Page 11

Senior Report

Nancy Palazzo, Senior Treasure
By Margaret Tynan

The Center will open the garden
area and Treasure House for an out-
door sale on Saturday, Aug. 1. The
sale hours are 8 to 11 a.m. We are
asking that everyone wear a mask
and maintain
physical dis-
tancing while
shopping. Our
sales and dona-
tions enable us
to to continue
providing ac-
tivities and
services for our
seniors. Make
your check out
to Ranchos
/Hills Seniors
and mail to
37330 Berk-
shire Dr.,
Madera, CA 93636. Thank you for
your support.

Nominations for a new president
and two Board members are coming.
Watch for notification from the
nominating committee sometime in
September.

The Writing Group continues to
meet on Zoom and work on projects.
Jo Chase is drafting a piece called
“Life’s Journey: Nancy Palazzo.”

“It was my pleasure to meet
Nancy at the Ranchos/Hills Senior
Center in Madera, California. It was
while attending the exercise classes
that we got to know each other bet-
ter. I am so impressed that she is 94
years of age and still staying active
and busy. I soon learned that she is
the one making the beautiful jewelry
pieces the center sells. Some of the
jewelry is made by using older
pieces and making a new design. Es-
tate sales prompted her to start buy-
ing old pieces of jewelry. Using her
natural artistic skills, she started re-
purposing the antique jewels into
new jewelry pieces. For example,
she can take a broch and use it as a
center piece of a necklace with en-
tirely different jewels on the sides to
create a new and attractive look.
Other created designs are made from
using new baubles that she pur-
chased on sale, for example at 50
percent off at Hobby Lobby. Nancy
donates her creations to the senior

center and to other nonprofit groups
so they can keep operating.

“Last year, the seniors at the
center had the pleasure of learning
how to make button bracelets from
Nancy. [Her interest] all started
when she was seven years old. When

her family
moved into a
different home,
Nancy found a
can of buttons
in an old
dresser. Four
years ago, she
decided to do
something with
the buttons she
had kept for so
long. First, she
researched the
buttons and
found they were
antique buttons.

She decided to put them in frames
by their age. After making 20
frames, no doubt artistically
arranged with buttons, she gave
them as gifts to family. Buttons
bracelets followed; then button
necklaces and next searching for
more buttons at swap meets, garage
sales, friends and estate sales.

“Per Nancy, ‘I do not mind
being alone or working hard. How-
ever, I would prefer sharing my life
with someone who can tolerate my
interests and allow me to feel free to
be myself. I still have the desire to
please others, but being true to my-
self must also share the top of the
list of requirements that make me a
happy person. I love the sun, grow-
ing things, sharing with friends,
hobbies, new experiences, travel,
the feeling of space and standing on
my own two feet as a person. My
family is precious to me and I like to
take time to be with them.’ Nancy is
a treasure! She is still busy and hard
at work accomplishing much and
spreading joy!”

The Writing Group meets every
other Monday at 2 p.m. The next
Zoom meetings are on Aug. 10 and
24. If anyone is interested in joining
the Writing Group, you would be
welcome. Email Rosemary Janis at
Rosemary@myrancho.net or Mar-
garet Tynan at mtynan@sbc-
global.net to join.

••  WWaatteerr  WWeellll  DDrriilllliinngg
••  PPuummpp  SSeerrvviiccee  &&  RReeppaaiirr
••  WWeellll  AAbbaannddoonnmmeennttss

••  WWaatteerr  SSttoorraaggee  SSyysstteemmss    
••  WWeellll  CCeerrttiiffiiccaattiioonn

FFRREEEE    EESSTTIIMMAATTEESS
“From the drilling of the well

to turning on your faucet, we do it all.”

The Senior Center’s Nancy Palazzo has been
making jewelry since she was seven years old and
now not only teaches others how to make pieces, she
sells them at the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center.

7/
20
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The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our next meeting,
Wednesday, August 12 at 6:30 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C in the Maywood Center. Come join
us and see what’s going on in your community. Call us at 645-4001.

““WWhhyy  sshhoouulldd  II jjooiinn  tthhee  CChhaammbbeerr  ooff  CCoommmmeerrccee??””

WWhheenn’’ss  tthhee  NNEEXXTT  CChhaammbbeerr  ooff  CCoommmmeerrccee  MMeeeettiinngg??

1. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce carries the reputation of being a leader
of business integrity in the Ranchos and my affiliation lends my business credibility.

2. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce is a close-knit organization in which
members support each other’s businesses.

3. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce requires financial support in order to
perform its job of increasing the economic prosperity of the Ranchos.

4. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce unifies the public spirit of the Ranchos
and directs it into useful and constructive channels that are not limited to business.

5. Because I feel a sense of personal obligation to improve the quality of life in the Ranchos.
7/
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Click on “Local News” at

Got a holding tank to fill?What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want towaste your preciouswell water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!
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The New York Times wrote an op-ed in
May about cancelling a restaurant reserva-
tion in Missoula, Montana. Missoula
County had been virus-free for weeks, and
Montana’s case load had been negligible.
Nevertheless, the columnist experienced a
panic attack after hooking a table, contem-
plating the allegedly lethal risk that awaited
him in the reopened restaurant. Rather than
being ashamed of his cowardice, the colum-
nist was proud, he wrote, to have bailed out
of his reservation in order to continue shel-
tering in place.

The absurd social distancing protocols
make operating many businesses and much
of city life virtually impossible. The six-
foot rule is as arbitrary as the “metrics” for
reopening. (The World Health Organization
recommends three feet of social distance,
and many countries have adopted that rec-
ommendation.) Keeping customers and em-
ployees six feet apart will render a city’s
basic institutions unworkable, from restau-
rants to concert halls. The Metropolitan
Opera has cancelled the first half of its
2020-2021 season while it figures out how
to maintain social distancing among audi-
ence members and on the stage. Every other
performing arts organization will face the
same almost insuperable dilemma.

My 34-story apartment building in
Manhattan, like many others, has imposed
a one person per elevator ride rule, even
though the elevator interiors are more than
six feet across. I invite anyone who may
also be waiting for an elevator to share my
ride up; no one has ever accepted the offer,
even though both I and my invitee are
masked. Nor has anyone ever extended such
an offer to me. Now translate this hysteria
to Manhattan’s massive office towers. If
New York City ever fully reopens, a similar
social distancing rule for office elevators
will lead to lines of workers around every
midtown block each morning. As long as
this fear lasts, city life is not possible.

From Cold War to Hot
Then the cities started burning. What

had been a cold war on the economy and
civic life became a hot war.

Government officials, having shut
down commerce due to unblemished igno-
rance of how markets work, now enabled
the torching and looting of thousands of
businesses due to the shirking of their most
profound responsibility: protecting civil
peace.

On Monday, May 25, a video of the
horrific arrest and death of a black man sus-
pected of passing a forged $20 bill in Min-
neapolis went viral. A police officer kept
his knee on George Floyd’s neck for nearly
nine minutes as Floyd begged for help
breathing. Floyd was already handcuffed
and thus posed a minimal risk. The officer
ignored Floyd’s distress even as Floyd
stopped talking or moving. The officer’s
behavior was grotesquely callous and con-
trary to sound tactics, and the officer will
be prosecuted and punished under the law.
His behavior was not, however, representa-
tive of the overwhelming majority of the 10
million arrests that the police make each
year. Indeed, there is no government
agency more dedicated to the proposition
that black lives matter than the police. Nev-
ertheless, within 24 hours, the violence had
begun.

On the night of Thursday, May 28,
Minneapolis Mayor Jacob Frey ordered the
city’s Third Police Precinct evacuated as
the forces of anarchy descended upon it for
a third day in a row. The building was
promptly torched, sending a powerful sign
that society would not defend its most fun-
damental institutions of law and order.

Soon cities across the country became
scenes of feral savagery. The human lust for
violence, the sheer joy of plunder and de-
struction, were unleashed without check.
Police officers were shot at, run over,
slashed with knives, and clubbed; two cur-

CRIPPLING cont. from P. 9
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The Bookshelf

By Jerrica Edmundson

We are well into our Summer Reading
program this year and I love the progress
I’m seeing with our participants this year.
It’s been awesome seeing the minutes
logged by the local kids and parents and
getting to see just how much reading
everyone is doing during their time off
from school for the summer. Although I do
miss our usual program and seeing every-
one’s smiling faces, it’s good to know that
even when we can’t be together, we are
still acting as a community and reading
books. I also hope you are enjoying our
digital content that we have been putting
up on our Facebook page. While we can’t
have our usual summer entertainers come
in and do a show for you, we have been
able to work with them to get some awe-
some videos viewable for everyone from
the comfort of your own homes.

As of this moment, we still do not

have an anticipated date of reopening but
keep an eye on our Facebook page for up-
dates, as that is where I post any news
when I get it from county. In the meantime,
we still have our book drop box open every
Friday from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. and offer
curbside services during our business
hours every day. If you want to get a spe-
cific book, we can get it for you just like
before, with the only change being that we
bring it right out to your car for a touch-
free and fully sanitized experience. We
want everyone to be as safe as possible and
do not want to risk any spread through the
library or our books and movies. We are
still not accepting book or movie donations
at this time and will not be at least until we
reopen to the public. As a friendly re-
minder, book donations are not ever to be
put in the book drop or left by the door
even when we do start accepting them
again. We apologize for any inconvenience
this may cause, but it is to avoid any con-

fusion or damage to books and also to
allow for as many library items to be re-
turned as possible since we have a very
limited amount of space to work with in
the book drop.

Jerrica’s Shelf – The Way of Kings
by Brandon Sanderson

This month I’m revisiting one of my
favorite books by one of my favorite au-
thors. I’m doing a full re-read of Sander-
son’s Stormlight Archive series in
preparation for the release of his new book
in November: The Rhythm of War.

The Way of Kings is the first book in
the Stormlight Archive and follows
Kaladin, Dalinar, Adolin, Shallan and Jas-
nah through their adventures revolving
around the war between the Alethi people
and the Parshendi who killed their king.
Each character is developed so amazingly
that they have a depth that is hard to find in
any other book series I’ve read, although I
will admit that this book is largely a setup

for the future novels in the series. With my
re-read of this book I am realizing just how
perfectly Sanderson sets the stage for the
future books and he does it in such a way
that you don’t
even realize
that you are
reading ex-
p o s i t i o n
rather than
plot devel-
opment, re-
ally.

D e f i -
nitely a
must read
for any
fantasy fans out there,
but be warned that this is a hefty book that
is set in a high fantasy environment and
once you get hooked you’re in it for the
long haul, since you’ve just got to see what
happens next.

7/
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Ranchos Library Offers Touch-Free, Sanitized Products for Public’s Safety
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Hello 93636,
I just read many California public

schools will not be allowed to reopen for
classroom instruction this fall. Under
Governor Newsom's 5-point “pandemic
plan,” schools cannot physically open
until its county has been off the state
Covid watch list for 14 consecutive days.
Currently, Fresno and Madera Counties
are two of the 33 counties on the list.

Public schools are not the only
schools affected by the lockdown. In an
average year, my technicians and I each
attend approximately 140 hours of in-
struction and training. One hundred and
four hours occur in four-hour blocks in a
classroom setting and 36 hours are live
“hands on” during our Central Califor-
nia Pico Club (CCPC) workshops.

This year, due to the Covid scare,
we technicians have only received eight
hours of traditional classroom instruction
and training. All the while, the automo-
tive education and training industry is
very busy converting classroom instruc-
tion and training into on-line instruction.
Last week, from the comfort of my own
home, sitting in my very own recliner
and eating dinner, I attended my very
first automotive on-line training session.
I must admit, it does have its advantages.
I did however discover some significant
disadvantages.

Last week’s training session covered

The Home School for
Automotive Technicians

the very complex and difficult-to-understand
subject of variable camshaft timing for the
modern gasoline engine. I am a visual learner
and I like to see and touch. On-line instruction
definitely presents a challenge for those who
learn like me. On my laptop monitor I was un-
able to see the same detail as live classroom
instruction. Next time I'm connecting to my
large-screen TV to see if that helps.

Another disadvantage was the loss of
personal interaction. During traditional class-
room instruction, I can raise my hand and ask
for clarification. With on-line instruction, I'm
distracted from the
lesson while typing
in my question. If
the answer is de-
layed my brain has
moved on and it
doesn't have the
same impact. Also,
with live classroom
instruction we can
ask for individual
help during the break. Many of us techs grab
a drink, walk outside for some fresh air and
discuss what we've learned. It's my strong
opinion live “in classroom” instruction is su-
perior to on-line instruction at this time.

In order to enhance our local on-line
training, CCPC is discussing the option of set-
ting up big screen TVs and tables in our shops
in order to meet together and interact. If we
social distance and wear masks, that should
balance the state’s need for safety and our
need to learn.

After a two-month hiatus, we of the
CCPC are again meeting the first Saturday of
each month. At the heart of our workshops are
recent successful diagnostic case studies.
Local technicians present their cases, demon-
strate the technology and explain the thought
process during diagnostic. After the presenta-
tions, we break into small groups, connect our
technology and practice what we just learned.

The Central Valley, home of AES Wave,
is a hot bed for creative and innovative auto-
motive diagnostic technology and techniques.
Here are just three examples of “New School”
automotive diagnostic being developed right
here. These techniques and innovation are the
brain trust and hard work of my friend
Roberto Hernandez.

Many of us have been subjected to an
EKG (electrocardiogram) exam by a physi-
cian. The electrode patches attached to differ-
ent points on our bodies convert and transmit
small faint heart beats into electrical waves. In

like manner,
Roberto uses these
same patches to
search out unwanted
vibrations and
noises inside the ve-
hicle. Let's say there
is an unwanted noise
under the dash.
Roberto attaches the
patches to different

under-dash components and goes for a drive.
The electrode patches sense and convert vibra-
tions into electrical waves before transmitting
them to our Pico Scopes. The waveforms are
stored and analyzed. Pretty ingenious, YES?

In keeping with the theme, I think we are
all very familiar with a doctor using a stetho-
scope to listen to our heart and lungs. Roberto
is modifying his stethoscope for the primary
purpose of locating engine and other me-
chanical noises. He removes the headset, the
ear-tubes and all but four inches of the barrel.
He attaches the Pico Scope to the remaining
barrel and chest piece. The chest piece has
two different heads to receive sound: The bell
and the diaphragm. The bell is used to detect
low-frequency sounds and the diaphragm to
detect high-frequency sounds.

Placing the chest piece on the engine and
moving it around helps pinpoint the location
of a ticking noise. Once we confirm the loca-

tion and the components in that location, we
can form a more accurate diagnostic without
the expense of a teardown.

Another medical technology the auto-
motive Dr. Hernandez is adapting for use by
the automotive diagnostic community, is the
blood pressure cuff. Most automotive water
pumps are belt-driven centrifugal pumps. As
the internal impeller blades pass by the water
pump inlet, coolant is scavenged from the ra-
diator into a cavity inside the pump. This cre-
ates low pressure pulses in the radiator. As the
impeller blade pushes the coolant through the
pump cavity, it is compressed and eventually
exhausted from the pump outlet. This creates
high pressure pulses in the engine block,
heater core and upper radiator hoses. By
wrapping an infant blood pressure cuff around
the upper and lower radiator hoses as well as
the heater hoses, we can analyze the water
pump's efficiency and the circulation of the
cooling system much like checking one’s
blood pressure.

I understand these examples may be a bit
of an oversimplification, and they are still in
the development process, but I wanted you all
to know how our local CCPC is advancing au-
tomotive diagnostic. We are not re-inventing
the wheel, just merging technologies. It's the
same science. The application is the difference.

OK guys and gals, that is all for this one. I
enjoyed sharing with you the advancements in
automotive diagnostic technology being devel-
oped right here in Central California by CCPC.

As always, I'm looking for interesting
and informative automotive topics to write
about. If you have any suggestions and/or
general or a specific question about a vehicle,
I can be reached by texting 559-907-7661 or
emailing complete_car_care@hotmail.com.
God Bless America and 93636.

Warren Parr, ASE Master (A8), Advance
Level (L1) and Hybrid (L3) Certified Tech-
nician. Two-time NAPA/ASE California
Technician of the Year.

Click on “Local News” at
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rent and former law enforcement officers
were killed in cold blood. Police cruisers
and station houses were firebombed; court-
houses were trashed. Looters drove trucks
through storefronts and emptied the stores’
contents into the back of these newly re-
purposed vehicles of civil war. ATMs were
ripped out of walls; pharmacies plundered
for drugs.

Blue state governors and mayors or-
dered law enforcement to stand down or use
at most (in New York City Mayor Bill de
Blasio’s words) a “light touch” with the ri-
oters. By the time these progressive public
leaders realized that something more force-
ful needed to be done, it was too late. The
fire of sadism and hatred could not be con-
tained but would have to burn itself out. Be-
latedly imposed curfews were universally
ignored: why should anyone obey an edict
from a government that refused to protect
human life and livelihoods?

Perversely, the rioting exhibited fea-
tures of the coronavirus shutdowns in even
more literal form. If before, businesses
were boarded up due to bankruptcy, now
they were boarded up to prevent further
theft. Small businesses, lacking the re-
sources to outlast the shutdowns, now saw
the final depletion of their inventories. The
fortress mentality in residential buildings
from coronavirus hysteria was replaced by
an actual fortress, as building managements
hastily erected plywood barriers over lobby
windows and doors. The hyped-up fear of
going outside into allegedly virus-infected
public spaces became a justified fear of
leaving one’s fortress and being sacrificed
to the mob. Shelter-in-place became a ne-
cessity, not a product of government over-
reach. The fall of night became a source of
terror for ordinary citizens and business
owners.

Previously, securely-employed public
officials breezily dismissed their con-
stituents’ anguish over unemployment and
growing business failures. Now those same

officials, safe behind their security details
and publicly-owned mansions, foreswore
the activation of the National Guard and
military. None of those officials owned
businesses, so they faced no loss either
from economic quarantine or from physical
rampage.

Double Standards
One thing did change markedly be-

tween the coronavirus lockdowns and the
riot lockdowns, however: elite wisdom re-
garding social distancing. The politicians,
pundits, and health experts who had conde-
scendingly rebuked business owners for re-
opening without official permission, who
had banned funerals and church services of
more than 10 people, and who had heaped
scorn on protesters who had gathered in
state capitols to express their economic dis-
tress, suddenly became avid cheerleaders
for screaming crowds numbering in the
thousands.

Most remarkably, public officials
overtly admitted to choosing the forms of
assembly that would be allowed based on
the content of the protesters’ speech. Mayor
de Blasio explained that protests over “400
years of American racism” are not the same
as a “store owner or the devout religious
person who wants to go back to services.”
While the store owner or worshipper may
be “understandably aggrieved,” he con-
ceded, their grievances must still be sup-
pressed in the name of coronavirus safety.
Not the grievances of the protesters and ri-
oters, however. New Jersey Governor Phil
Murphy congratulated the Black Lives Mat-
ter activists and distinguished them from
mere “nail salon” entrepreneurs protesting
their ongoing business stasis. The two are
in “different orbits,” Murphy said.

The politicians’ hypocrisy was a mere
warm-up for that of the public health estab-
lishment. These were the people whose dik-
tats had inspired the lockdowns and whose
allegedly supreme knowledge of medical
risk was allowed to cancel all other consid-
erations in maintaining a functioning soci-
ety. Nearly 1,200 of these same experts,

including from the CDC, signed a public
letter supporting the unsocially distanced
protests on the grounds that “white su-
premacy is a lethal public health issue that
predates and contributes to COVID-19.”

One could just as easily argue that a
global depression, induced by the gratuitous
crushing of trade and the hollowing out of
capital, is a lethal public health issue of at
least equal magnitude. But it turns out that
public health is as much about politics as it
is about science.

This shameless reversal should have
torpedoed the lockdowns once and for all. If
it turns out that mass gatherings were now
not just allowable but to be encouraged, no
rationale remained for preventing restau-
rants and stores from reopening. But in-
stead, once media attention became a little
less monomaniacally focused on the anti-
police agitation, the familiar chorus rose up
again, directed at everyone else: Stay so-
cially distanced! Wear your outdoor masks!
No gatherings of more than a few dozen!
No entering “non-essential” stores! The
same arbitrary “metrics” for business re-
openings were still in place and still being
enforced.

By now, the collapse of government le-
gitimacy is complete. For three months,
public officials abdicated their responsibil-
ity to balance the costs and benefits of any
given policy. They put the future of hun-
dreds of millions of Americans in the hands
of a narrow set of experts who lack all
awareness of the workings of economic and
social systems, and whose “science” was
built on the ever-shifting sand of specula-
tive models and on extreme risk aversion
regarding only one kind of risk.

The public officials who ceded their
authority to the so-called experts were deaf
to the pleas of law-abiding business owners
who saw their life’s efforts snuffed out.
They engineered the destruction of trillions
of dollars of wealth, through thoroughly ar-
bitrary decision making. And then they
stood by as billions more dollars of work
burned down. Public order and safety, equal

treatment under the law, stability of expec-
tations – all the prerequisites for robust in-
vestment – have been decimated. The
failure to quell the riots means that more are
inevitable. Any future business faces pos-
sible destruction by another lockdown or by
looting — which it will be is anyone’s
guess.

The coronavirus lockdowns demon-
strated our leaders’ ignorance of economic
interdependence. After the riots, that igno-
rance has been shown to run far deeper. It is
an ignorance about government’s most fun-
damental obligation: to safeguard life, lib-
erty and property. It is an ignorance about
human nature and human striving.

Property and capital are not soulless
abstractions, easily replaced by an insur-
ance payout, as the rioters and their apol-
ogists maintain. (The Massachusetts
Attorney General noted that burning is
“how forests grow.”) Capital is accumu-
lated effort and innovation, the sum of
human achievement and imagination. Its
creation is the aim of civilization. But
civilization is everywhere and at all times
vulnerable to the darkest human im-
pulses. Government exists to rein in those
impulses so that individual initiative can
flourish. America’s Founders, schooled
in a profound philosophical and literary
tradition dating back to classical antiq-
uity, understood the fragility of civil
peace and the danger of the lustful,
vengeful mob.

Our present leaders, the products of a
politicized and failing education system,
seem to know nothing of those truths.
Pulling the country back from the abyss
will require a recalling of our civilizational
inheritance.

Heather Mac Donald is the Thomas W.
Smith Fellow at Manhattan Institute, has
written for the New York Times and the Wall
Street Journal and is the author of four
books.This article is reprinted by permis-
sion from Imprimis, a publication of Hills-
dale College.

CRIPPLING cont. from P. 14
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Alteration Services

Madlin's Alterations - Over 50
years experience - Tailoring, repairs,
wedding gowns. FAST SERVICE. By
appointment only. 36027 Ruth Ave.
Call 559-645-4583.

Carpet Cleaning

Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley
Chamber member. Call Bruce
today for a free estimate. 559-676-
0760.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove in-
serts, pellet stoves and fireplaces.
Also clean clothes dryer vents.

REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY,
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room addi-
tions, barns and patios. Lic. #719500.
Call 559-970-4476.

For Sale

1978 Star f i re Cab in Cru i ser -

22- foot w/ tra i ler , GREAT CON-
DITION - 351 Ford , 9 .8 HP
Honda t ro l l ing motor , 2 new ba t -
te r ies , new t i res , a l l work done by
Cron in Mar ine in Made ra Ran -
chos , cur ren t l i cense and a cover .
Pr ice Reduced $1 ,000 ! NOW
$8,500 . Cal l 304-2019 .

I tems for sa le - - F ive-b lade ce i l -
ing fan . Harbo r Breeze “Mon t -
c l a i r . ” T i f f any s ty l e w/ r emo te .
$140 or bes t of fe r . Entry chande-
l i er w/three l igh t s . T i f fany s ty le .
$50 . Oneida “Affec t ion” Si lver -
p la te f la tware se rv i ce fo r e igh t .
$150 . Cal l 559-312-0891 .

Housecleaning

4 0 y a r s o f e x p e r i e n c e - R e f e r -
e n c e s a v a i l a b l e - L u p e ’ s H o u s e
C l e a n i n g , r e s i d e n t i a l , o n e - t i m e
s e r v i c e , m o v e - i n s / m o v e - o u t s ,
w i n d o w s , c o n s t r u c t i o n c l e a n
u p . L u p e P r a d o 2 5 @ y a h o o . c o m .
5 5 9 - 9 1 6 - 1 5 2 8 o r 6 5 0 - 7 7 1 - 2 9 1 5 .

C l e a n i n g S e r v i c e s - B e c k i e ’ s
C l e a n e r S e r v i c e s d o e s c o m -
m e r c i a l / o f f i c e c l e a n i n g a s w e l l
a s h o u s e c l e a n i n g , g a r a g e a n d
s t o r a g e c l e a n i n g . R V s t o o . J u s t
a s k u s , w e ’ l l h e l p . 5 5 9 - 9 7 5 -
6 9 7 7 .

Recyclables Pick Up

K E E P I T L O C A L - F R E E R E -
C Y C L A B L E P I C K U P - K I D S
4 R E C Y C L I N G o f f e r s p i c k u p
o f a l l r e c y c l a b l e m a t e r i a l s i n -
c l u d i n g n e w s p a p e r , s h r e d d e d
p a p e r , c o n t a i n e r s , p l a s t i c ,
g l a s s , a l u m i n u m a n d c a r d -
b o a r d . C a l l D i a n a a t 9 9 9 -
6 8 3 2 .
F u n d s s u p p o r t R a n c h o s c o m -
m u n i t y o r g a n i z a t i o n s .

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean
Up. TRACTOR WORK Discing -
Rototilling - Mowing - Scraping -
Stump Grinding. Call John at 908-
1066.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete work
and underground utilities installed.
Lic. #719500. Call 559-970-4476.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out -
Screen, track, sills included. Remove
hard water stain on home win-dows,
shower doors and car windows. Cobweb
removal too. Fully insured. Call Nick
at 285-1723. Free estimates.

Ask about our SENIOR DISCOUNT!

Click on “Local News” at

• Roll scarves around cardboard tubes to
store flat. You'll skip the wrinkles and be
able to find the scarf you want without
much fuss.
• Here's a wallpapering tip from way
back: If your wallpaper is applied with
adhesive, add a few drops of food color-
ing to the paste. It will give it a slight tint
that will not be visible when dried. Now
you can be sure that the adhesive makes
it all the way to the edge of the paper for
best results!
• "Ironing intricate sleeves or other diffi-
cult shapes can be made easier with the
use of an oven mitt. Slip the mitt over
your hand, put your hand on one side of
a fabric to create a flat area to iron. Use
care and go slowly, and you'll get a good
press." -- E.R. in Missouri
• Bright strips of tape can be a great
safety addition to the edges of stairs.
Even better is bright, textured, reflective
tape for low-light areas, like basements
or porch steps. The bright color makes
the edges visible in daylight; the reflec-
tion does the same at night. A bit of tex-
ture makes sure they're not slippery.
• "Here's a great sewing tip from my
grandma: When you are attaching but-
tons, hooks, snaps, etc., tape them to the
fabric with transparent tape. You can sew
right through it, and it will help keep the
item from slipping around while you get
it secured." -- A.J. in Pennsylvania
• "Now that my baby is entering her
messy eating phase, I cut up several burp
cloths to make wipe up cloths for the
high chair. They are soft enough for a full
face wipe and sturdy enough to sop up
baby food and go right in the washer." --
P.W. in Texas.

Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip,
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL
32803.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

Work Wanted

A v a i l a b l e n o w t o w o r k i n t h e
R a n c h o s . E x p e r i e n c e d I T p r o -
f e s s i o n a l , e x p e r i e n c e i n a c c o u n t -
i n g a n d p h o t o g r a p h y . Call John
at 559-706-5215.
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Real Estate

By Betty Van Valkenburg

Media pundits and others repeat
over and over that the “Covid-19
virus has caused” this or that conse-

Hello Lockdown, Goodbye Liberty

“Real estate is
my life! I make
your real estate

dreams a reality.”
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“Put my experience, knowledge, service and professionalism to work for you.”

Integrity, Dedication, Results
www.homesmartpva.com/mfoto • DRE #01454566

559-250-6740 • mfotorealtor@gmail.com

quence to the nation. They tell us that
the virus has closed schools, businesses,
churches, sporting events, restaurants
and entertainment venues. The virus has
forced people out of work and bank-
rupted businesses, their owners and em-
ployees. It has banned “nonessential”
medical procedures and treatments, thus
harming many non-Covid patients,
crippling hospitals financially and fur-
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loughing doctors and nurses. It has
dictated where, with whom, and with
how many we may gather – calling it
social distancing.

But, through all this, it has had the
foresight to leave Planned Parenthood,
pot shops and liquor stores open for
“essential” work. And it has benevo-
lently allowed – for weeks – thou-
sands to gather, march, riot, loot, burn
and devastate cities across the coun-
try.

Correction. It is elected politi-
cians who have ordered lockdowns
and closed the country in reaction
to the virus. Covid-19, the virus, has
not itself caused the social and eco-
nomic disruption to our lives and
livelihoods. It is a virus that does
what viruses do. It infects people.
When the infected become ill, they
become the purview of the medical
field.

It is mayors, city councils, county
supervisors and governors who have
closed businesses and churches while
leaving Planned Parenthood open. It
is these same politicians who have
ordered us to stay at home, sheltering
or cowering in place. It is these same
politicians who have closed beauty
and nail salons while leaving pot
shops and liquor stores open. It is
these same politicians who have
changed American citizens from free
to subservient, with the United States
of America resembling a Socialist
state. Is this just nitpicking? Why
does it matter if someone says that
“Covid-19 caused” all the havoc,
leaving the politicians and their man-
dates blameless? Why? Because it
leaves the politicians and their man-
dates blameless.

Sadly, the virus is stealing the
health and lives of some, while politi-
cians are stealing liberty from all of
us. They have dictated the rules that
stopped this country in its tracks.

And as they bombarded the pub-
lic with premature and bloated predic-
tions of millions of deaths,
freedom-loving Americans acquiesced
to draconian orders that would have

been unthinkable a month before.
In fairness, some politicians may

have truly believed or still believe
that curtailing our rights is – or – was
necessary to “flatten the curve” or
“stop the spread” or whatever the
moving-target goal is or was at the
time. Others may have just been fol-
lowing the herd. And others may
have consciously decided not to let a
good crisis go to waste and to use
hysteria to implement previously in-
tolerable policies.

Decisions have been based on
hysterical predictions, lack of knowl-
edge, flawed and – in some cases –
purposely inflated data, inflamed
hysteria, and – dare I say it – political
gain. Millions of deaths were pro-
jected early on without justification.
Official numbers of cases and deaths
were reported before there was a test
to verify positive cases.

Inflated figures continue to be re-
leased by counting the cause of death
as Covid even when unrelated – such
as the motorcycle death counted be-
cause the victim tested positive for
the virus. Consider Florida where all
positive test results were released but
negatives were not, skewing the pos-
itivity rate.

The numbers of cases and deaths
are hyped without perspective. As of
July 17, 91 Covid-19 deaths in
Fresno County were reported out of
9,481 cases. Although any death is
terrible, that equals one positive
Covid-19 case per 1,000 people and
one death per 10,000 people.

Question: Should schools and
businesses be closed because people
have a one in 1,000 chance of con-
tractingthevirus,andaone in10,000
chance of dying if contracting the
virus?

The temporary lockdown was to
be for a short time only. It’s now
been four months with no end in
sight, and it is billed as the new nor-
mal.

This must not be the “new nor-
mal.” We must open our free
country to free citizens.
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) A bit of Arian contrariness could be keeping you from getting all the
facts. Turn it off, and tune in to what you need to hear. It could make all the difference this week.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Getting an answer to a vital question involving financial matters
might take longer than you'd expected. A new factor might have to be dealt with before anything can
move forward. Be patient.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Use your good sense to see what might really be driving a colleague's
workplace agenda. What you learn could lead to a new way of handling some old problems.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) A change of mind might once again turn out to be a good thing. True,
most of your co-workers might not like the delay, but as before, they might appreciate what follows
from it.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) You revel in golden opportunities this week. One cautionary note,
though: Be careful to separate the gold from the glitter before you make a choice. Someone you
trust can help.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Marriage is important this week, as are other partnerships.
Don't let yourself be overwhelmed by sentiment. Instead, try to steer a path between emotion and
common sense.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Dealing with someone who has let you down is never easy. But
the sooner you're able to clear up this problem, the sooner other problems can be successfully handled.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) A "friend" who is willing to bend the rules to gain an
advantage for both of you is no friend. Reject the offer and stay on your usual straight and narrow
path.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) After all the effort you've been putting in both on
the job and for friends and family, it's a good time to indulge your own needs. The weekend could
bring a pleasant surprise.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) You might want to do something new this weekend.
Close your eyes and imagine what it could be, and then do it, or come up with the closest practical
alternative.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Your good deeds bring you the appreciation you so well
deserve. But, once again, be careful of those who might want to exploit your generous nature for their
own purposes.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Trolling for compliments isn't necessary. You earned them, and
you'll get them. Concentrate this week on moving ahead into the next phase of your program.
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Meeting new people usually means you're making new friends.
People want to be reflected in your shining light.
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1. GEOGRAPHY: Which capital city is
located on the Tiber River?
2. LITERATURE: What is the home team
of the main character in the baseball poem
"Casey at the Bat"?
3. MOVIES: What is the name of the
treelike character in "Guardians of the
Galaxy"?
4. GAMES: How many spaces are in a
standard Monopoly playing board?
5. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who are the four
presidents whose likenesses are carved into
Mount Rushmore?
6. TELEVISION: What city is the setting
for the sitcom "Laverne & Shirley"?
7. PSYCHOLOGY: What fear is
represented in the condition known as
glossophobia?
8. SCIENCE: What is the chemical
symbol for copper?
9. FOOD & DRINK: What is venison?
10. MEASUREMENTS: How many cubic
feet are in a cubic yard?

1.Rome,Italy
2.Mudville
3.Groot
4.40
5.GeorgeWashington,ThomasJefferson,

TheodoreRooseveltandAbraham
Lincoln

6.Milwaukee,Wisconsin
7.Fearofpublicspeaking
8.Cu
9.Deermeat
10.27

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez
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Click on “Local News” at
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SSuuppeerr Crossword
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Until further notice, the
regular SEMCUmeetings will
take place via teleconference.
Our next meeting is Monday, August 17 at 6 p.m.

The teleconference number is 312-757-3121
and the Access Code is 715-657-949.

Please let us know if you have any questions.

7/
20

Wildfire Safety Measure
Offered to Our SEMCU Residents

If you would like this done, please call 559-363-9095
to sign up for FREE mowing of your residential lot and
boundary. Or email info@semcu.org and include
yourname, phone number, address and any specific
instructions.


