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By Randy Bailey

On Tuesday evening, May
22, Castle & Cooke’s Gateway
Village project and
Environmental Impact Report
won unanimous approval by
the Madera County Planning
Commission. Next up is the
Board of Supervisors public
hearing, scheduled for
Tuesday, Aug. 14 at 10 a.m. at
the board chamber of the new
Madera County Government
Center on 4th street in the City
of Madera.

A f t e r
years in the
p l a n n i n g
p r o c e s s ,
Castle &
C o o k e ’ s
G a t e w a y
Village project
may finally be
positioned to break ground in
the coming months. On
Tuesday, Aug. 14, the project
will be heard by the Madera
County Board of Supervisors.
Up for consideration by the
Board of Supervisors are the
Area Plan, Specific Plan,
Infrastructure Master Plan,
Development Agreement, and
Environmental Impact Report
(EIR).

Gateway Village, located

just west of Highway 41
between Avenues 10 and 12,
plans to provide 6,578 new
residential units, along with
more than 2,000,000 square
feet of retail, commercial,
school and public uses within
its 2,000 acre boundary. The
Village of Gateway is a “neo-
traditional” or “new-urbanist”
plan that incorporates a broad
array of residential product
types along with commercial,
retail, schools and mixed-use
products that are connected by

a system of
roads, trails,
parks and open
space. One of
the goals of
the plan is to
e n c o u r a g e
pedestrian and
bicycle trans-
portation. 

A key element of neo-tra-
ditional planning is that com-
munity activity “nodes” (shop-
ping, schools, work, recre-
ation) are located a maximum
10 to 15 minute walk from res-
idential neighborhoods. This
design feature will, for
instance, allow students who
reside in Gateway Village to
walk or bike to school, in lieu
of riding the bus. It also means
that residents of Gateway will
be able to walk to the store to
shop, or in some cases, walk or
bike to work. There are
approximately 200 acres of
parks and open space and more
than nine miles of community
trails that help link the com-
munity. 

Two areas of primary
interest to the Ranchos com-
munity are Gateway’s provi-
sion of water and new schools.
Through a series of agree-
ments, Gateway Village will
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Gateway Village,
Castle & Cooke
Finally Going to
Supes for OK

“... a surface water sup-
ply that is sufficient to serve
100% of the needs of the
entire project at build-out,
and enough additional water
to balance the over-drafted
underground aquifer.”

Please see C&C on P. 19

The Knobloch family cherishes the Madera Rancho’s love, support, and prayers for their son,
Gavin, struggling to recover from the automobile accident on July 8th, 2007. Gavin has progressed
very well, considering the extent of his injuries. Currently, Gavin is stable, but in critical condition with
a long recovery process ahead of him. His family and friends have resiliently been at his side through
every hour.

Every family knows of the potential struggles that an accident can bring. Having the Rancho’s
community love and support is a great comfort and stress reducer for the Knoblochs. Gavin’s friends
are preparing a fundraiser so that his family can continue to be at his side through every moment of
his recovery.

A car wash, donation bucket and BBQ will be held on Saturday, July 28th at 9 a.m. in the park-
ing area of Madera Rancho’s Market.

Many of our Liberty High and Rancho’s Middle School students are offering their energy and time
to wash cars or offer a tri-tip sandwich to support the Knoblochs.

The community is invited to share their continued support and stop by for a car wash, BBQ or
donation.

Please continue to pray for Gavin and the entire Knobloch family! 

Support for Gavin
Car Wash/BBQ Fundraiser, July 28th

TRAGEDY IN THE RANCHOS

A single pistachio tree on Road 38 has become a makeshift shrine marking where 16-year-old Donovan
Tessmer lost his life in an accident involving five Ranchos teens early Sunday morning on July 8.

By Randy Bailey

At approximately 1:30 a.m.
on Sunday, July 8 on Road 38 just
south of Avenue 12, a group of
five teenagers travelling at speeds
estimated at nearly 90 miles per
hour, slammed into a pistachio
tree, killing 16-year-old Donovan
Tessmer and seriously injuring
driver Danica Lacy, 16, and pas-
senger Gavin Knobloch, 15. Two
other passengers, 17-year-old
Alexandria Rodriguez and Dustin
“Missouri” Simpson, 16, received
only minor injuries.

Based on conversations with
parties close to those involved in
the accident, the five were return-
ing home from a night of movies
at River Park in Fresno. Rather
than come home down Avenue 12,
they elected to  take Avenue 9 to
Road 38 where they turned north
toward Avenue 12 and the

Ranchos.
Road 38, although relatively

straight, has a series of undula-
tions that when driven over at a
high rate of speed can cause a car
to get airborne and create a sensa-
tion of weightlessness. This sensa-
tion is heightened when no seat
belt is worn, allowing the rider to
actually become weightless and
momentarily “float” in the car. It
is assumed that this is what the
three boys in the back seat were
attempting, explaining why none
of them had seat belts on.

When the car lost control and
the driver’s side of the 2005
Toyota Corolla slid into the pista-
chio tree, all three unrestrained
passengers in the back seat were
ejected from the car, killing
Tessmer immediately and severe-
ly injuring Knobloch. Being at the
point of impact with the tree, driv-
er Lacy also received major

injuries although she was wearing
her seat belt. Emergency crews
arrived quickly as the result of a
911 call made by Rodriguez.

Knobloch and Lacy remain
hospitalized as of press time.
Tessmer received a Memorial
service at Liberty High School on
Monday, July 9 (see pictures of
the event on page 2) and then had
a full funeral service at Northpoint
Church in Clovis on Friday, July
13. Tessmer’s family elected to
cremate his remains.

The Golden Valley Unified
School District has established a
memorial scholarship fund in
Tessmer’s name to benefit a future
graduate of Liberty High School.
Tessmer maintained a 3.8 grade
point average in addition to
excelling at sports and had
received letters of interest from 25
colleges regarding his skill in foot-
ball.
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DONOVAN HALEY TESSMER July 8, 2007July 31, 1990

With one big crash, a whole community can come together
and unite. Unfortunately, the crash has taken one before his time
was up. Before he had a chance to fulfill his future. Before he had
a chance to see what the stars had for him. Before he had a chance
to see what the future had for him and people close to him.

We will never know what Donovan could have become. Was
he destined for greatness? We will never know. Was he destined
for stardom? We will never know.

However, all it needed to take was a second to reach over and
click a seatbelt in. Just reach over, reach back and click the seat-
belt into the connection and this tragedy could have been avoided.

This was and is an accident. There is no blame to be thrown
around. What needs to be thrown around is love. Love to Danica,
love to the Tessmers, love to Alex and Missouri and love to Gavin.
Everyone needs to heal from this tragedy. 

Healing takes time and healing takes helping hands. Don’t
hesitate to pat Missouri or Alexandria on the back for being heroes.
Don’t hesitate to give Danica a hug for what she is dealing with.
Don’t hesitate to give Martha or Duane a hug. Although you may
be crying, they will be the ones who will support you. Don’t hesi-
tate to keep Gavin in your prayers. He is healing, but it takes time. 

We have to take notice for those who helped. Do you know

what you would have done in that situation? Hopefully we will all
never have the opportunity to find out. What Alex did, at her age,
with what was happening around her, I cannot fathom what was
going through her mind. I just hope that this tragedy will not go in
vain. We need kids, everyone, to be award of speed limits, speed
laws. They are not out there to just bug you, frustrate you or to
make you drive like a grandma. There are reasons why laws are
there. People just need to take their time, put their seatbelts on and
use some simple common sense.

Tyler A. Takeda

The crowd was somber and seemed to just keep coming as
the Liberty High gym filled with mourners on Monday, June 9.

The arrival of the Tessmer family, Duane, Megan and Martha,
sent the crowd to its feet in a show of support and sympathy.

Mementos of friendship were everywhere and reinforced
the impact Donovan had on other people.

The floor of the gym silently filled with teammates, class-
mates and many, many friends. 

Pastor Karl Roth of the Flipside Church officiated the
memorial and did an outstanding job.

The Tessmers were the first to receive candles for the vigil
that was then held outside in the amphitheater area.

Memory books were available where friends could write
words of comfort to the family or just say their last goodbyes.

With estimates at somewhere between 1,000 and 2,000
attendees, the candlelight vigil was awe-inspiring.

Donovan’s parents, Duane and Martha, led the candlelight
procession on the balmy evening.

Alex Rodriguez addressed the group. She was riding in the
same car and miraculously wasn’t hurt.

A memorial service was held for the community on
Monday, July 9 at Liberty High School. Attendance
estimates were between 1,000 and 2,000 people.  

A funeral service was held Friday, July 13 at
Northside Church in Clovis with a crowd every bit
as large as at Donovan’s Memorial.

Photos courtesy of Don Foster
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It sure seems like school just let out but in less than a month a new school year starts
up again. Where does the time go?

If you have any kids going to Ranchos Middle School I have information on their
registration packets. On August 1, registration packets will be ready to be picked up at the
RMS office between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. August 8 is registration day with the 7th grade
going from 9 to 10 a.m. and the 8th grade from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Pictures will be
taken on registration day for yearbook and Id cards so whatever you do, DON’T
get your child a haircut the night before! He or she has to live with
that picture for the next year. There’s no reason
to get all crazy with a haircut before picture
day. They’re also going to have a Community
Breakfast on Saturday, August 11 at 8:30 a.m.
And last but not least, the first day of school is
August 16. Yeah - a Thursday. Go figure.

The other boy who was seriously injured in
that horrific car crash on July 8 was Gavin
Knobloch. He’s recovering but it’s going to be an
uphill climb so we really need to remember him
and his family in our prayers. Another way we can
help out is this Saturday, July 28, there’s going to
be a Car Wash/BBQ Fundraiser over at the
Ranchos Market at 9 a.m. in the parking lot. You
can get your car washed, make a donation to the
donation bucket or try some BBQ. Many of our Liberty High and Rancho’s Middle

School students are offering their energy and
time to wash cars or offer a tri-tip sandwich
to support the Knoblochs. This fundraiser
has been put together by Gavin’s friends so
that his family can continue to be at his side
through every moment of his recovery.
Gavin is stable, but in critical condition
with a long recovery process ahead of
him.  His family and friends have
resiliently been at his side through every
hour. Please continue to pray for Gavin
and the entire Knobloch family!

Over at the Madera Ranchos Assembly of God,
they just had their biggest tea party ever. Gail Krob, the missionette

coordinator for that church, said they had 83 women and children on hand at 10 tables set
up in their fellowship hall. “Though I have given many, many tea parties in my home for
my missionettes club, this was my first time creating a sectional tea party,” Krob said.
“There were 10 beautifully decorated tables in our fellowship hall, each one decorated by
different ladies of our church. My request was to make it an ‘elegant tea party,’ and they
did just that! It was big hats, flowers, fancy ribbons, high heels, gloves, lace, pearls and
fine china!”

They had a “high tea” consisting of cucum-
ber sandwiches, scones with lemon curd and
other goodies. 

They also
had Bev Delk (whom many of
the girls knew as their substitute
teacher for the schools in the Ranchos)
and Lindsey Hawley as guest speakers.
Bev spoke on the importance of man-
ners and etiquette and Lindsey is a
missionary for Stanford University and
spoke about making Jesus a priority in
our everyday life and how important it
is to pray for missionaries.

Personally, I think that the more
we teach civility from an early age, the
greater the likelihood that we can ulti-
mately be a more civil society. Little
girls having tea with their pinkies
raised is a pretty good place to start.
Good job, Gail.
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Random NotesEditorial

559-645-0634

By Randy Bailey

This is without a doubt one of the
hardest papers I’ve ever had to put out.
The images of Donovan Tessmer just rip
my heart out. He’s only a kid. Kid’s don’t
die. Old people die. That’s how it’s sup-
posed to work. That’s how it always
works.

But not this time.
I didn’t really know Donovan, but I

knew of him. That’s pretty impressive
when you’re a 16-year-old kid and adults
know of you. Adults usually know about
this kid or that kid because of all the
wrong reasons; but that wasn’t the case
with Donovan.

He truly was an inspired football
player. It was great watching him run
with the ball. This was the year he was
going to come into his own. He was going
to own defensive lines and chew up and
spit out linebackers. According to his
coach, over 25 colleges had expressed an
interest in him. And why wouldn’t they?
In addition to his mad football skills he
was also maintaining a 3.89 G.P.A., the
highest on the team. These are all reasons
why adults know of that 16-year-old
Tessmer kid - they wished he was their
kid.

I know his mom, Martha. We were
on the Site Council together at Sierra
View. She was a fixture at Sierra View,
volunteering, picking up the kids, doing
whatever. I think that every day, with-
out fail, when I would go to Sierra View
to pick up my kids, there would be
Martha.

My oldest daughter is five months
younger than Donovan so that was
enough for them to be separated by a year
in school, but that wasn’t enough to keep
her from knowing who Donovan was. He
truly was one of those kids that all the
girls adored, but the guys liked him too.

He was a buddy. He was a good kid, a
good son, a good student, a good athlete,
a good friend.

How do I know all this? Because it
was written all over the faces of those
kids and adults at the memorial service
and then again at the funeral. Here was a
life whose actions spoke louder than
words.

Maybe I’m taking it so hard because
my daughter is the same age and I’m pro-
jecting this all on her. What if it would
have been her in that accident? What if I
would have gotten that call at 1:30 in the
morning? Thinking about it kills me. I
cannot imagine how hard this would be to
endure. I have absolutely no frame of ref-
erence to pretend to know the level of
hurt the Tessmers are experiencing.

But I do know they have strong faith
in God and it is helping them get through
this. I also know that they have the assur-
ance that they will see Donovan again one
day, and I’m sure that the comfort of that
knowledge is priceless.

My favorite Donovan story has to do
with my wife. She’s a bigger football
fanatic than I am and knew all the Liberty
players on sight. I remember her com-
menting on more than one occasion about
what a cutie that Donovan Tessmer was.
One day she was over at the school pick-
ing up my daughters after school and
while she was waiting she saw Donovan
getting on the bus to go home. When my
daughters got in the car she turned to
them as if they had absolutely lost their
minds. “You guys want to ride with ME
when you could be on the bus riding with
Donovan??? Are you all nuts???” In uni-
son my girls gave the only response girls
that age have: “Mommmm!!!”

Goodbye, Donovan. You didn’t
know it but you were blessed with a won-
derful gift: You made people glad they
knew you.

Goodbye, Donovan
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CALLING ALL BUSINESSES!

BUSINESS EXTRAVAGANZA!
be part of the Golden Valley Chamber

WANT TO MEET

OVER 1,000
RANCHOS RESIDENTS 

IN ONE DAY
AND HAVE FUN DOING IT? 

Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
37167 Ave. 12 #5C • Madera Ranchos, CA • 93636

for more information call

645-4001
email us at goldenvalleychamber@theranchos.com

SSuunnddaayy,,  SSeepptt..  22  ffrroomm  NNoooonn  ttoo  55  pp..mm..
at  the  AAnnnnuuaall  LLaabboorr  DDaayy  CCoommmmuunniittyy  PPiiccnniicc

at HHiissttoorriicc  CCoobbbb  RRaanncchh
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Cat’s Diner 
37193 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos
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07

Will it ever end? Or is the ques-
tion, “Will they ever begin?” 

In the ever-changing world of
California environmental politics, you
can always count on the fact that some
bright young bureaucrat in some state
or federal agency in Sacramento will
cook up some new environmental
headache for property owners to deal
with. These “ideas” usually take the
form of new regulations that, in effect,
either limit what you can do on your
property or prevent you from doing
anything at all.

Now, I recognize that we all have
a responsibility to be good stewards of
the environment in which we live. I am
an advocate of taking a reasoned
approach – based on sound science – to
solving problems involving environ-
mental safeguards. After all, we have
to make sure that our homes and our
communities are sustainable. Without
sound planning, we run the risk of
spoiling our communities both for our-
selves and for our children.

Where I have a bone to pick, how-
ever, is when certain individuals (see
“bright young bureaucrats” above and
the lawyers who support them) place
the ever-changing “needs” of the envi-
ronment above the needs of the people
who reside in that environment. I
believe that God created the world to
be both a home and a resource for

mankind.
Here in California, the problem is

getting worse. I thought, at first, that it
would be a good thing when Arnold
Schwarzenegger took over from Grey
Davis. At first, it looked promising,
but early on our new governor sold out
to the radical environmental left. The
Terminator allowed Robert F.
Kennedy, Jr. and his pals at the Natural
Resources Defense Council (NRDC)
to call the shots on environmental pol-
icy in the state. Yes, it’s the same
NRDC that fought with the Friant
Water Users Authority for years over
the waters of the San Joaquin River.
Yes, it’s the same NRDC that proposes
to put Salmon back in miles of
riverbed that has been bone dry for
decades.

Under our current governor, radi-
cal environmentalists have assumed
leadership positions in most all of the
important environmental agencies in
the state. Most of the agencies you’ve
never even heard of. It’s a Pandora’s
Box of acronyms. The problem is,
these acronyms have an incredible
amount of power to change the way
you live.

One of the environmentalists’
favorite play–toys is the Endangered
Species Act (ESA). This law allows

Yosemite Sam
What’s New or What Now?

Please see SAM on P. 15

While digging into how the County has spent the mil-
lions of dollars in fire mitigation money that has been col-
lected from 1992 to today, I found another bone that needs
to be dug up and checked out. I am finding way too many
things that need to be looked at and just do not have the time or money to do them
all, so I will be plugging along with what I can handle.

It seems that the Army Corps of Engineers has been paying Madera County well
over $100,000 per year to maintain the levy system in the county. The total comes
to around $2.7 million.

PROBLEM: Madera County has not been doing the work on the levies.
Now our levies are in such bad condition that the Feds are about to decertify the

whole system – all 75 miles of levies in the county. What that means to the taxpayer
is if you live anywhere near any of the levies, or in an area that a failure would affect
you, you will need some very expensive flood insurance. On the other hand, if one of
the levies that Madera County had been paid to maintain for all of these years were
to break or fail I would imagine the county (we taxpayers) would be liable.

This looks like to be – at best – another case of “… rob Peter to pay Paul;” and
at worst somebody had their hand in the till. Either way we are going to get stuck
with the bill to clean up the mess caused by yet another dropped ball. My question
is how many of these little ticking time bombs are out there waiting to be discov-
ered?

I read in the Madera Tribune recently that Madera has a “COMMERCE
TRIPLE-PLAY” about to happen. Three major developments all soon to begin. It
seems that Madera City is giving the developer a pass on a lot of the normal fees –
to the tune of many millions of dollars worth. In the paraphrased words of one of the
City Council members, “… we've given away way too much – we're giving away the
farm.” Six months ago Madera City was in need of our $3.2 million of Measure “A”
money. I am sure glad we were able to help them out so they could help out their
developers so much.

PROBLEM: Madera County just passed an ordinance slamming development
fees on everybody that builds, but the last I heard the cities of Madera and
Chowchilla had not adopted the plan for their areas.

The new development fees do not have to be spent in the area that is being
developed or where the fees are collected. “They will be spent where the need is the
greatest,” said Ray Beach, Planning Director for the Madera County Planning
Department. I believe as it is written the money could even be given to either of the
cities of Madera or Chowchilla, even though they are not willing to have developers
in their cities pay into the pot.

We built our new Government Center in the middle of the city of Madera and it
is a real pain to get in and out of there with no traffic lights to help you once you
leave the parking garage. Why didn’t we build the Center of our County Government

The D.O.G. House
Demand Open Government by Dale Drozen

Please see D.O.G. on P. 8 
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Castle & Cooke Public Hearing

Tuesday, Aug. 14, 2007
10 a.m.

The Village of Gateway
before the Madera County Board of Supervisors concerning

Hearing to be held at the Board Chambers
at the new Government Center • 200 W. 4th Street • Madera

The hearing is for the certification of the Environmental Impact Report and
the approval

of the project, including the Specific Plan, Area Plan and IMP. Your participation would be appreciated.

invites you to a

7/
07

Dear Editor:

As a 28-year resident of the Bonadelle
North subdivision, I want to share my rea-
sons for opposing Superstition Builders,
Inc. request for placement of a proposed
strip mall at Avenue 15 and Road 36.

The County Master Plan calls for
Avenue 12 to be the civic center of the
Ranchos. “Leap frog” development = poor
land management and leads to visual blight
and poorly planned communities.
Industrial use such as mechanic shops
should be located in an area zoned for
industrial purposes, not in residential back-
yards.

Time and again the best places to live
not only have wonderful people, but also
have visual or aesthetic appeal. I for one do
not want Avenue 15 to look like Highway
41 – an auto row with inexpensively
housed businesses. The installation of
mechanic’s shops and gas stations will
likely pollute the water table, and definite-
ly add to air pollution with noxious fumes.

Septic tanks are inadequate for this
type of development and will eventually
lead to all of us in Bonadelle North having
to hook up to a drainage and sewer system
at great personal expense to the individual
household, and at disproportionate benefit
to the developer.

Placing businesses at that corner will
increase stop and go traffic and therefore
increase air and noise pollution and
increase the risk of accidents.

Light pollution from the nighttime
lighting of businesses is intrusive and
incompatible with the rural life of this area,
where star gazing is still possible, and
moonlit walks are still appreciated.

Wells are the source of our water on
this end of the Ranchos. Multiple business-
es on land designed for single family

dwellings will put an unnecessary strain on
this vital resource.

This area floods on a regular basis and
may even require protection under wet-
lands legislation. The proposed parcels lie
in a drainage area for the entire Bonadelle
North subdivision. They are composed of
vernal pools, which are vital for local
wildlife, birds and amphibians, and
recharging the water table. In addition,
these ponds are an important spawning
ground for toads, salamanders and frogs
which have been impacted already by
development. Without these amphibians,
insect pests will greatly increase thus
requiring chemical controls that harm good
and bad insects, and add to air pollution.

Because of its low-lying topography,
the best use of that acreage is as open space
or as a low-lying seasonal park area.

The carbon footprint of this proposed
development is unnecessary and too dam-
aging to this area of the Ranchos.

I encourage all who believe that this
business belongs in the Master Planned
business area on Avenue 12, or in an indus-
trial area of Madera, and NOT in the pro-
posed location, to contact the District 1
Planning Commissioner at 645-1132, the
Madera County Planning Dept. at 675-
7821 and District 1 Supervisor, Frank
Bigelow, at 675-7700.

Catherine Moseley 
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:

This letter addresses the proposal to
build a strip mall on the corner of Road 36
and Ave 15. As a home owner who is 125
feet from the corner of Avenue 15 and
Road 36 I feel that it would serve no pur-

pose to have a commercial development on
this corner. There is not enough of a cus-
tomer base to support the amount of stores
that are proposed for this strip mall. Seems
to me that all commercial building should
be retained down on Avenue 12.

There has not been an environmental
impact report performed for this proposed
development. I know for a fact that during
heavy rain years that the lot closest to Road
36 will flood with up to 3-feet of water. I
have lived in the same house for almost 32
years and believe me, when it rains like it
did in 1982 and 1992 any buildings in that
spot will flood. If this happens what will
the disaster be when the fuel tanks start
leaking due to being immersed in rain
water? I'll tell you, any property down-
stream on Cottonwood Creek from Road
36 through Road 34 1/2 and from Avenue
15 over to Avenue 14 will be contaminated
with petroleum contaminates as will any
farmland adjoining Little Dry Creek and
Cottonwood Creek where they join just
before the creek gets to the Madera City
limits just South of the Highway 99 off
ramp to Avenue 12. This encompasses a lot
of land and property belonging to dozens
of people along the creek’s path. This also
affects the water table in the area if there is
a scenario like the one above – and there
will be if weather holds true to form. This
will contaminate our drinking water; not
only ours who live along the natural water-
ways but the water source of Madera
Ranchos, Bonnadelle Ranchos and eventu-
ally Madera city when it spreads.

Last but not least, when I moved from
the big city to my present location there
was no Madera Ranchos, just one little flat-
top house out in the middle of where
Madera Ranchos is now, and the big house
on the corner of Road 36 and Avenue 12, a
few houses on Ave 14 1/2 and a few hous-

es north of Avenue 15, so you can say I
moved out of the city to have some peace
and quiet and be away from the hustle and
bustle of city life. I have loved every
minute that I have lived here. My neigh-
bors are wonderful and I see no reason to
support this strip mall proposal and do not
want it.

So if any of my neighbors see this and
concur, please send in your questionnaire
and oppose this construction.

Thank you, 

Kenneth D. Malding 
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:

This is a special thank you to a very
special community.

My name is Tina Shannon, and I have

The Ranchos Independent welcomes
your letters. Whether you’re a fan or

someone looking for something
to line the birdcage, we want

to hear from you.

Send your letters to:

The Ranchos Independent
37167 Ave. 12 #5C
Madera, CA 93638

or
FAX 645-4002

or
ranchosnews@theranchos.com

Letters

Please see LETTERS on p. 7
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FFiinnee  QQuuaalliittyy  CCrraaffttmmaannsshhiipp

Specializing In:

WE NOW OFFER MOBILE ESTIMATING SERVICE
“We Come To You” IN THE RANCHOS AREA

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY - JUST CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

• Foreign & Domestic
Car Repairs

• Custom Paint
• Color Matching
• Insurance Work

• Frame Straightening
• Unibody Frame 

Repairs
• Chroma Vision

Color Matching

674-8591
FREE ESTIMATES

INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOME

GOLD GLASS Precision Collision Repair

7/
07

7/07

The Bookshelf

By Ellen Mester

There was a murder at the Ranchos Library on June 23 at 2 p.m. All the suspects and
detectives were there to investigate, interrogate and examine the evidence. In the end there
was only one winner. Fortunately, there was no real victim, but the crime scene, the foren-
sics lab and the evidence looked real, and the teens who participated had a great time solv-
ing the crime. The YNK Murder Mystery Party, organized by LHS Librarian Melanie Lewis
and several Liberty High students, was a huge success. Likewise, the Mysterious Scavenger
Hunt has been lots of fun too. There have been five students who have completed the hunt
and were rewarded with prizes. The hunt is still on until the end of summer! Ranchos Middle
School students have been the most successful so far. LHS students will you accept the chal-
lenge?

Over 100 kids of all ages have signed up for the Summer Reading Program this year!
Many prizes have been awarded to readers who have logged in 150 minutes per week of
reading and we have had wonderful entertainment from Norman Ng the Magician, the
Chaffee Zoomobile and Micah Torres the musician. Each week we have given away gift bas-
kets to the winners of our Dragon Drawing and there is more to come! So “Get a Clue @
Your Library” and check it out!

New Library Planning Committee Update
NLP Committee member Linda Bresee completed our grant application in record time.

She did a fantastic job and the Committee is very grateful! Thank you, Linda! We will keep
everyone posted if we are awarded the grant from the Chukchansi Tribe. The grant is asking
for start up funds for the new library for informational material, consultant fees, and prelim-
inary architectural renderings.

The NLP Committee is also in discussion with the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
about the possibility of combining a new library with a community center that has been pro-
posed. There will be more Town Hall Meetings in the near future to discuss this prospect. We
hope everyone will make a point to attend and voice an opinion.

Reminders: Bring your children to Monday Story Time at 11 a.m. with Mrs. Anderson.
The Friends of the Library meet the first Thursday of every month at 7 p.m. The New Library
Planning Committee meets the third Wednesday of every month at 7 p.m. Everyone is wel-
come.

Thanks to all the volunteers who helped sell fireworks at the Chamber/Friends booth.
Book Recommendations

Adult Fiction: Triumph of the Sun by Wilbur
Smith. This action packed adventure is riveting while
also giving the reader an understanding of the Islamic
culture of the Sudan. It takes place in the late 1800’s
when the British were in control of Egypt and estab-
lishing footholds along the Nile and surrounding
countries. The main characters’ lives become inter-
twined in the two cultures and reveal the beauty and
ignorance of both. The reader is left to admire the
complexities and heroism of both sides. The vio-
lence of the battle scenes and the way Islamic jus-
tice is meted out at times made me cringe, but the
passion of the characters to fight for what they
believed in was quite compelling. It’s a good
book to sink your teeth into on those hot after-
noons when you need to escape the heat.

Adult Fiction on CD: Skinny Dip by Carl
Hiassen and read by Barry Bostwick. Most
patrons who listen to books on CD or tape will tell you that

the voice of the reader is crucial to enjoy-
ing a book. Barry Bostwick does a wonderful job
with this one. When Chaz Perrone’s lovely wife
Joey is reported lost at sea presumably from
falling overboard from a cruise liner in the
Atlantic Gulf Stream, no one suspected her teary
eyed husband — not even his girlfriend!
Unfortunately Chaz, who earned a doctorate in
marine biology, didn’t remember which way the
Gulf Stream flowed and thought his wife’s
body would float out to sea. Lucky for Joey,
she was picked up by an ex-cop out fishing.
Together they team up to get even with Chaz
— not by turning him into the police but by

driving him crazy and revealing the truth about Chaz’s
side business with an unscrupulous businessman who is polluting the

Florida everglades. It’s a rollicking, raucous story that is for adult listening, not for a family ride
in the car.

Juvenile Picture Book: The Day of the Rainbow
by Ruth Craft and illustrated by Niki Daly. Three hot
and cranky people in the summer heat of a big city
lose something valuable. One is a little girl who loses
her library book, another a young man who loses
earrings meant for a gift to his girlfriend and finally
the wife of a chef loses the recipe of his specialty
raisin cake. How will they find their precious items
in the hot, cross pushy crowd of people? The book
is written in verse and is fun to read. The illustra-
tions are soft and muted and let you imagine the
sweltering heat and the bustle of the city. It’s a
nice summer book for reading to 3-8 year olds. 

Check out these books and more at the
library and always carry your library card –
don’t leave home without it!

Ranchos Library Seeking Grant,
Chukchansi Possible Fund Source
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Tragedy Touches LHS, Ranchos

nostripmall@gmail.com

Superstition Builders, Inc. inserted fliers in the last edition of the Ranchos Independent, a monthly local newspaper with a
circulation of 4,200. The flier had a rough design for a strip mall the owners would like to build on two 2-acre lots they now own
on the northeast corner of Avenue 15 and Road 36.

The fliers were printed on both sides with a stamp on one side and were to be returned to Superstition Builders, Inc. with
an opinion about the project. The owners suggest 44,530 square feet of buildings. Their design shows:

Gas/Diesel Station         Convenience Store        Fast Food        Ice Cream Parlor        Community Building
Office Space      Coffee Shop      Farmers Market      Oil Change      Automotive Repair      Restaurant

The two residential lots are owned by Scott Jordan/Superstition Builders, Inc. Its address is:
Superstition Builders Inc.

37193 Avenue 12  #G
Madera, CA. 93638

Superstition Builders have a small ad in the Ranchos Indpendent  for steel buildings. Its phone number is (559) 645-1941.

1.  Avenue 12 is the planned center for commercial development.
2.  There is not enough vehicle or foot traffic to support the proposed commercial development.
3.  Our wells would be at risk. The water level is dropping as it is. This strip mall would only add to the problem.
4.  A waterway that drains water away from deep within the Bonnadelle Ranchos runs though  these two lots. In 1996 the 

water flowed across the intersection at Avenue 15 and Road 36. Any change to this waterway will cause flooding.
5.  We built our homes here to get away from noise, traffic and the lights of commerce.

We need to enlist the help of everyone we know in this area to call, write, email and talk to all involved in the rezoning process.
Please email us if you have any questions or need a list of people to contact.

THE COMMITTEE AGAINST AVENUE 15 REZONE
Committee Chairman: Roberta Buttles • Committee Member:  Sharon Cotter • Committee Member:  John Grauer  

PROPOSED STRIP MALL ON AVENUE 15 & ROAD 36 

STATEMENT OF OPPOSITION

THIS STRIP MALL IS NOT A DONE DEAL.
IF IT IS NOT REZONED COMMERCIAL THERE IS NO PROJECT!

7/07

By Audrey Stock

Hi Neighbors,
This has been a sad week in the

Ranchos community. It all started on
Sunday, July 8 very early in the morning
with a car accident involving five Liberty
High students. The three boys involved
are Liberty High football players.
Donovan Tessmer was killed in the acci-
dent. He would have been a senior at
Liberty. The community has rallied
around Donovan’s family to help them
through this very trying time. There has
been a scholarship in Donovan’s name
started. You can
contribute by send-
ing your donation
to the Foundation
for Golden Valley
Schools at 37479
Ave. 12 Madera,
Calif. 93636. Be
sure to say “ in
memory of Donovan Tessmer.” His fam-
ily, friends and the community will miss
Donovan.

A memorial service for Donovan
was held Monday, July 9. Fellow class-
mates put the service together to honor
Donovan’s life. Pastor Carl Roth did an
outstanding job in pulling all of the
pieces together in such a short time.
Eight girls put together a beautiful slide
show with music. I don’t know how they
put it all together so quickly. Some other
girls put together five memory books that
people could write in for Donovan’s
family and the other students who were
in the car at the time of the accident.
Alex, who was in the car, spoke at the

memorial service and so did Donovan’s
sister Megan. The memorial service
started in the Liberty High gym then
moved outside for a candlelight vigil,
where Martha, Donovan’s mother, spoke
to the crowd. The procession led into the
Liberty Cafeteria where refreshments
were served. Donovan’s funeral was held
Friday, July 13 at 10 a.m. at the
Northside Church in Fresno.

Two of the students who were in the
car are still in the hospital in serious con-
dition. One boy and one girl escaped
serious injury. My heart goes out to all
five families as they deal with the after-

math of this terrible
tragedy. Accidents
happen in a split
second but the con-
sequences live on
for a lifetime.

Now I have to
change subjects and
talk about what is

happening in the school district. On a
lighter note have you been by Webster
Elementary School lately? It is a beehive
of activity over there. I pass by every
morning so I can watch the progress. At
first it was all the tearing up of old roofs
and old parking lot black top and cement.
The parking lot was much more of a
problem because of the mud sinkhole
that was under the black top. Of course
the first thing that happened was one of
the big heavy machines got buried in the
hole. If you live out here you know that
our mud has no bottom until you reach
hardpan. After the heavy equipment was

My heart goes out to all five fam-
ilies as they deal with the aftermath
of this terrible tragedy. Accidents
happen in a split second but the con-
sequences live on for a lifetime.

Please see STOCK on P. 8

worked with our local newspaper for over 15
years with three different owners. My job with
the paper is advertising sales and billing.

Last month on June 23 our dear friends,
Jay and Michelle Ford lost everything they
owned in a terrible house fire. Jay is also one
of our very own firefighters. The family mem-
bers were all safe at the time of the fire. The
cause of the fire is still unknown.

When I got the phone call from my hus-
band, who is also a firefighter, my daughters
and I went out to the house to see what we
could do to help. When I saw Jay and Michelle
standing there I knew I had to do something.
This really hit me hard because my husband of
28 years lost everything he and his family
owned due to a house fire back in 1978 when
we were dating in high school. I remember
how hard it was for the whole family and how
long it took for the family to get back on their
feet. So when this happened to the Ford fami-
ly I new I had to do something. I made over
100 phone calls and asked people for help, I
told them that the Fords needed everything
from clothing, food and water to a stuffed ani-
mal or two for the Fords’ girls as soon as pos-
sible. I could not believe my eyes when I saw
families backing their trucks and cars in and
unloading pickup loads of clothing, toys and
other precious items for the Ford family before
the fire was even out.

There were families that made home-
made lunches and brought ice chests full of
water and cold drinks. There was a lady that
brought a huge jar with money in it. I also saw
children with their parents bring their own toys
to give to the Ford girls. There were teenage
girls handing me their phone numbers and
offering their child care services at no charge.
Total strangers offered their own homes.

I also called Randy, the owner of the
Ranchos Independent, and asked him to put
something in the paper, asking the community
for help. I never thought that we would get the

response that we did. As soon as the paper
reached the homes, my phone never stopped
ringing. I talked to the nicest people that also
wanted to help. Within five days of the fire, we
received enough stuff to COMPLETELYFILL
a three bedroom, two bath rental home in the
Ranchos, all donated from friends and families.

There were also families that helped from
Merced, Madera, Chowchilla and Fresno . It
just goes to show you how many people read
our small local Ranchos Independent newspa-
per … A LOT!!!

At this time the Ford family would like to
say THANK YOU to each and every one of
you for helping them get back on their feet.
Michelle has decided that with the extra items
donated that they are unable to use will be
made up into care packages and taken to fam-
ilies in need. THANK YOU AGAIN.

A special note: Since the house fire, our
community has been hit hard with another
tragedy. The auto accident involving five of
our local high school students, taking the life
of one. My heart goes out to each and every
family involved. Gavin Knobloch, who was
seriously injured in the accident, is my neigh-
bor. His family lives across the street. The
other children involved I did not know per-
sonally, but I had seen them or a family mem-
ber at one time or another around the commu-
nity. We need to say a special prayer for them
and help the families in any way we can, as it
is going to be a long healing process now for
all involved.

Thank you,

Tina Shannon and Family
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:

To the friends and family who were
kind enough to donate to the California

LETTERS Cont. from P. 5

Please see LETTERS on P. 9
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DON’T WASTE
YOUR MONEY
ON GAS!

BUY A

TOYOTA
FROM

MADERA
AUTO

CENTER

gas prices are going up, up, up ...

2007 Toyota Prius

2007 Toyota Corolla

2007 Toyota Camry

7/
07

Merrell
Bradford
and

John
Hartford

ask for

in the Fleet Department

1300 Country Club Drive - 674-9000
www.maderaauto.com

fuel efficient vehicles for immediate delivery!

7/
07

Puzzle
Answers

SUDOKU

MAGIC MAZE

closer to the Center of the County?
Maybe out on Highway 145 between
Highways 99 and 41. Or better yet, on the
new foothill expressway. Now I hear the
new Courthouse is planned for a few
blocks south of the old one, again right in
the middle of the city of Madera. The
courthouse should be built out next to the
county jail like other smart counties are
doing. By building a tunnel between the
jail and courthouse we could save the mil-
lions that it costs to move prisoners back
and forth from the middle of Madera. We
even own the property already.

The Integrated Regional Water
Management Plan (IRWMP) is before the
Board in the form of a report on how things
are going. If you read the supporting docu-
mentation for the agenda item you would
think this was one of the most open studies
that was ever done with lots of public
input. Boy, would you be wrong! I have
been trying to get agendas posted before
the meetings at it just hasn’t happened. I
tried to get them to follow the Brown Act
and was told, “We checked with county
counsel and he said we don’t have to.”

???
The fact is if you don’t know some-

one you can't find out when or where the
meeting are going to be. When you do
find out they change the date. Many thou-
sands of your tax dollars went into this

study that was supposed to have
"STAKEHOLDER" participation. When
it is all done and someone looks at
how the money was spent and how lit-
tle real public participation there was
will it have to be thrown out and a
new study done? Again, your tax dol-
lars thrown out because those in
charge did not want to be bothered by
public participation.

for seniors in their homes

Call Home Instead

7/07

24-Hour & Hourly
CAREgivers

Needed
No criminal history and

car w/insurance required

265-3110

D.O.G. Cont. from P. 4

pulled out the contractor realized that all
of the wet dirt in this hole had to be dug
out and the hole filled up with dry dirt
before they could continue working on
the parking lot. All is well now and the
new parking lot looks beautiful.

About this time I asked for a tour of
Webster so I could see for myself how
things were progressing. Two months is
not a long time to tear up and completely
remodel a school but things happen fast
in this school district. I learned that
everything was on time and some things
even ahead of schedule. Last Friday I
saw that the first of two new portables
had already been set in place and that the
last one would be in place this week.
There is still a rush to get the work done
so that the teachers can have the time
they need to get their materials out of the
storage containers where everything was
put at the end of the school year. I don’t
envy the teachers the job of putting their
rooms back together. It is hard enough
getting your room ready at the beginning
of the school year, let alone having to

unpack boxes to find your materials and
then find a place for everything. By the
way school starts on Thursday, August
16. Webster has planned their open
house for August 16 if everything goes
according to plan. You might want to
come see what has been done to remod-
el Webster.

Have you been down Avenue 13
lately? I happen to live on Avenue 13. I
have lived here for 20 years and this is
the first time any real work has been
done on this road. The Madera Road
Department had no idea what they were
getting into when they removed the old
black top and discovered the same kind
of mud sink holes as was under the black
top at Webster. Instead of the five days I
was told it would take to finish Avenue
13 it has taken six weeks – but it sure
looks nice. Now we need a white line
down the middle and it will almost be
done.

As always there are lots of things
going on in the district. It is sure nice to
have Superintendent Sarah Koligian on
board and she has a lot of good things
planned for us.

STOCK Cont. from P. 7
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Coast Classic Ride for the Arthritis
Foundation on my behalf, thank you so
very much. Your support and faith in me
means more to me than I can express. I'd
also like to thank those who had planned to
make a donation to the Arthritis
Foundation on my behalf – your kind
intentions mean a lot to me as well.

Unfortunately, I will not be able to make
the ride after all and, believe it or not, I am
very disappointed.

As some of you already know, I have
accepted a new teaching position in a small
school district in Madera County. I explained
to the principal (my new boss) what I was
planning to do and to put if delicately she was
less than impressed with my charitable inten-
tions. She reminded me  that I had signed a
contract to teach for 180 days and that I need-
ed to be there for the students and all said in
a tone that was less than apologetic. But to be
fair, it is a small district and substitutes are
difficult to come by and I did sign a contract
(and happy to do so, by the way).

The Arthritis Foundation is a wonderful
organization and finding a cure for arthritis is
an important and a worthy cause, but I will be
returning your money to you by check with-
in the next few days. You donated it on my
behalf and because I asked you to it is only
right that the money be returned to you since
I am not able to complete my part.

Again, my sincere and heart felt
thanks,

Bev Delk
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:

I am writing in response to the email
you received from Officer Jeff Williams
about his son Kyle’s death. In February
1981, I came home one evening to find my

14 year old son unconscious. I called for an
ambulance because I was just sure the para-
medics could find out what was wrong and
give him something to wake him up. He
died from inhaling nitrous oxide.

When a child dies, it is the most unbe-
lievable thing in the world. It just seems so
cruel, unnatural and unbelievable. Having
it sink in and become believable rocks you
to your very soul. He just couldn’t be gone
– it wasn’t supposed to be that way. You do
NOT outlive your children!

After his death, like Officer Williams,
I started looking for answers, information
and anything I could find out about this
idiocy. I found out that nitrous oxide could
also be found in whipped cream cans and
probably many other products needing pro-
pellants. The kids seem to be the only ones
with this knowledge and, like Kyle and my
son, Jim, one thing they don’t know is that
in addition to not knowing their level of
tolerance, is that if they get even a little bit
of the whipped cream into their lungs, they
will not survive according to a physician I
spoke to from the Department of Health.
There is a lot of shortening in whipped
cream and it coats the inside of their lungs.
There isn’t any way to get it out so it suffo-
cates them.

I think the parents are the ones who
need information. The kids evidently know
that they can buy whipped cream, Dust Off
and all the other cans with propellants
without an ID, and without adults knowing
about it for the most part. After Jim’s death
I mentioned to a manager in a grocery store
that the two boys about 11 years old that
had just bought whipped cream were not
buying it for their mothers. They were, in
all likelihood, buying it for inhaling. The
manager told me that they couldn’t do any-
thing, as it wasn’t illegal, but that this was
something they were seeing several times a
week – 26 years ago!

Many have said “all kids will try drugs
once.” There are all sorts of “drugs” out

there that are available to anyone, like the
whipped cream and Dust Off, as well as
street drugs, but when they are used, no one
knows who will have an allergic reaction to
some filler used, who will have an over-
dose on a small amount because of their
individual makeup, or who might be on a
cold medicine or a prescription that could
react badly to any other “drug.”

How can parents protect their children
when they don’t even know what “drugs”
are available and that many of the
“unknown to parents drugs” are at their
local stores? There has to be an answer out
there – and it has to be widely known by
parents very soon.

Sincerely,

Kathy Mattocks
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:

As I sit waiting for the next attack of
low-frequency bass-waves to reverber-
ate through my house, shaking and rat-
tling my windows, walls and floors, I
find it very difficult to feel any sympa-
thy for Mr. Cake’s plight as the victim of
a relentless neighborhood bully. After
reading Mr. Cake’s latest letter, I am left
with the feeling that he, among others,
see obeying laws and respecting their
neighbors to be an assault on their civil
liberties, and by extension, the very
thing wrong with our government and
country. I wonder how Mr. Cake would
feel if he lived in my neighborhood,
where every few minutes some inconsid-
erate adolescent with one of those spe-
cially built car stereos comes rolling
through, thumping and bumping and
generally disturbing the entire neighbor-
hood. Would he see this as just another
proud American letting us all know how
it feels to be living the dream our found-

ing fathers envisioned? 
I think what Mr. Cake forgot in his

lesson on the founding ideologies of
America was the limitations of civil liber-
ties versus an individual’s rights. This
concept is generally referred to as the
Umbra and Penumbra of law, after the
two parts of a shadow. What it means in
this context is that one’s civil liberties end
where they begin to interfere with anoth-
er’s rights. Every person has the right to a
reasonable expectation of peace and quiet
in their home, and when that right is
impinged upon by the actions of another,
then the only recourse is the law. One
may think that an outrageously loud
motorcycle, car stereo or a monstrous
dust cloud is just another form of civil
liberty, but when that civil liberty is
arrived at through illegal means and inter-
feres with another’s rights it is foolish to
attempt to defend it as anything else but a
violation of the law. Simply stated, the
real shame here is that the very laws that
Mr. Cake claims to being victimized by
were created to protect the majority of
others from the thoughtless and inconsid-
erate actions of a minority of people. 

Legal aspects aside, what of the
moral aspects, wherein the real solution
to these problems lie? According to Mr.
Cake’s letter to the editor some months
ago, he was upset that a neighbor called
the Sheriff to complain of the noise and
dust created by his weekend off-road
motorcycle riding activities. Instead of
complaining about how unfair it is that
another person called the Sheriff for relief
from his actions, maybe Mr. Cake should
spend a minute considering how his
actions could be affecting those around
him. This concept is called consideration
of others, and it seems to be in short sup-
ply these days.

So who’s really the bully here? Those

LETTERS Cont. from P. 7
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TREES, SHRUBS & FLOWERS

NEXT TO HURST’S HARDWARE

Great Prices & We Deliver

John Finley • 974-2117
37398 Berkshire Drive • Madera Ranchos

CM&N Nursery

7/07

7/07

7/
07

Introduce friends to a memorable event by hosting
a private wine tasting in the comfort of your home or
office. Relax together while enjoying limited
production wines and food pairing ideas direct
from the wine country.

Call to book a WineShop At Home tasting
featuring six different exquisite wines for just $59
(a $120 value). As the host you will receive generous
discounts toward your favorite wine selections.

(Prices do not include tax & shipping) 

We Bring The Wine Country To You

Dog Gone Cute Store
PET BOUTIQUE

we deliver!

We carry feed for bettas, fresh water fish, hermit crabs, water
turtles, tortoises, iguanas, small birds, parrots, mice, hamsters,

rats, chinchillas, guinea pigs, ferrets, rabbits, cats, dogs,
chickens, pot-bellied pigs, goats, sheep and horses.

37164 Ave. 12 #102 • Madera Ranchos
Open Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.645-PETS 7/

07

““HHOOMMEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  BBIIGG  RROOLLLL””

30%  -  60%  Everyday  Savings
11882200  EE..  MMccKKiinnlleeyy  ((NNeeaarr  BBllaacckkssttoonnee))  444455-00220066
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who abide by the law and bother no one,
or those who ignore the law and act as if
everyone else should be subject to their
every loud and dusty whim? 

Sincerely,

C. Edward Wilkinson
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:

This letter is to our dear friends of
the Ranchos Community.

Some people claim that angels
walk among us everyday. I used to
think they were crazy until June 23,
2007. I now know that this world is full
of everyday angels who do extraordi-
nary things for others. My husband Jay,
my daughters Shelby and Samantha
and I lost most of our material posses-
sions when our home was destroyed by
fire. We felt helpless and alone for a
brief moment on that day. And then we
were visited by angels. They came in
cars, on fire trucks, on foot and even
riding motorcycles. One by one they
comforted us, prayed for us and in
some cases gave us the shirts off of
their own backs. Most of these angels
were you, residents of the Madera
Ranchos community.

We would like to express our sin-
cere, heartfelt thanks to those that have
helped us through this difficult bump
in the road. I tried so hard to keep a list
of who was giving us what but it was
all coming in so fast it was hard to keep
track of all of the donations of food,
money, gift cards and necessities.
Some of you Jay and I were able to hug
and thank personally, for that I am
grateful. The others who dropped off
items at our house or other places that
we didn’t get to thank in person, please
consider this a heartfelt thank you for
your generosity. All of your support,
prayers and donations are appreciated.

I would like to send a special thank
you to some extraordinary people in
our lives. First, the members of Station
9 and 19 Madera County Fire
Department. Thank you for putting
your life on the line everyday for all of
us in the community. Your dedication
and commitment to us is incredible.
Jay and I are comforted in the fact that
you all did everything possible to save
our house. Your response time, quick-
ness to act and professionalism was top
of the line. It was just our time and no
matter how hard you try you can’t save
them all. We appreciate all of the sup-

port and prayers after the fire from you
also. It has meant so much to our family.

Another family we would like to
thank is Steven and Cathy Rutherford.
They have been so wonderful in let-
ting us stay in their home while we
work with the insurance company to
find housing. They basically let us
move in with no questions asked. This
made our tragedy so much easier to
deal with knowing that we had some-
place to call home, even if it is tempo-
rary. They stuck their necks out on the
line and for this we are eternally
grateful.

And last, Jack and Tina Shannon
and the entire Myers/Shannon family. I
hope that all of you reading this get to
experience friendship like the kind we
experienced in the last month from this
wonderful family. Words cannot
express how grateful we are to have
them in our lives. From the moment
they knew we were in trouble they
were at our side. I never felt so much
relief and comfort as I did knowing
that Tina and Jack were going to be at
our side to get us through this. From
the moment Tina stepped out of her
daughter’s car she was working her
magic to just make everything ok. For
this there is not enough ways to say
thank you! She managed to furnish a
three bedroom home with furniture,
food, clothing, toys and personal items
in FOUR days! The donations started
to come in even before the fire was out.
They opened up their home to our fam-
ily for a week and disrupted their lives
to help us out in our time of need. I
don’t know how we will ever repay
them, but Jay and I will try, as long as
we live. 

Please accept this thank you for
your generosity and comfort for our
family in our time of need. Also, know
that if any of you need help, we will try
our hardest to be there for you or your
family. Our promise to you is to help
keep this community a great place to
live and raise our families. Jay and I
are committed to do anything we can to
make this happen. We promise. If you
happen to be driving by our property
please stop by and say “Hi.” We are out
there often and hope to be rebuilding
soon. And for all of you that have been
asking about our holiday display, we
might not have one this year but watch
out in 2008! We will really have some-
thing to celebrate! 

Sincerely,

The Fords
Jay, Micheala, Shelby and Samantha
Madera Ranchos

LETTERS Cont. from P. 9

James “Alex” Lee of Golden Valley Martial Arts can proudly say he is the
FIRST National Medalist of his school. Alex captured a Silver and Bronze medal
during the 2007 National Junior Olympic Taekwondo Championships recently held
in San Jose, Calif. July 12-15 compet-
ing against students from all 50 states.

This was Alex’s first competition
season and his total medal count stands
at 4-Gold, 3-Silver, 1-Bronze, and 1-
Trophy. His parents say he finally
found his niche. Alex is already plan-
ning on pursuing a Bachelor’s degree
in Taekwondo through Concordia
University as soon as he completes
High School. His instructor, Master
Dave Johnson, states that, “Alex has
really become a role model and leader
within our school and is looked up to
by the younger kids.” Alex is looking for-
ward to one more competition this season to
be held in September and is confident he
will increase his medal count. Members of
Golden Valley Martial Arts celebrated with
a party in his honor on July 20.

Local Wins National Tournament

James “Alex” Lee is the first National
Medalist from Golden Valley Martial Arts with
his Silver and Bronze awards from  the 2007
National Junior Olympic Taekwondo
Championships held in San Jose, Calif.
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Keep it Simple ...
... with simply the best hand-made
aprons available in the Universe ...

... fully reversible and made right here in
the U.S.A. from your choice of material.

U.S.A. made, fully
reversible and classic -
yet functional - styling

with your choice of
material on each side.

Two aprons for the
price of one!

To order today
call 208-855-0830

or
build your own at

The Unisex Adjustable

only

30$ 00
+ S&H

(PLUS sizes available)

7/
07 www.itzsewlucy.com

CCllaassssiiccRReevveerrssiibbllee
tthhee

©

©

The Wash Day©

WE’RE ON THE WEB!

Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.
Get fully downloadable back issues of 

the Ranchos Independent (beginning with April 2006). 
Learn how you can add your

Ranchos-area business to this site!

www.theRanchos.com

www.theRanchos.com

www.theRanchos.com
7/07

WE DO SERVICE &
WARRANTY REPAIR

ON ALL MAKES
AND MODELS!

WE DO SERVICE &
WARRANTY REPAIR

ON ALL MAKES
AND MODELS!

WE ACCEPT MOST COMPETITORS’ COUPONS • CALL FOR DETAILS
Financing Available O.A.C.

Brian’s Heating & Cooling

Brian Padilla Owner/Operator
Contractor #862395

Brian’s Heating & Cooling

Brian Padilla Owner/Operator
Contractor #862395

675-1681675-1681

7
/0

7

5500$

(EXCLUDING WEEKENDS)

SERVICE CALL
for ONLY

call Brian’s Heating
and Cooling for

on NEW units

FREE
estimates

Has it gotten HOT enough yet?
Don’t wait until it’s TOO late!

Page 12 July 2007
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7/07We’re here for the Ranchos Community.

the facility may include a Library • Community Park • Banquet Facility
Olympic Swim Facility • After School Activity Center

Full Kitchen and Snack Bar • Event Center • Wedding Center
Exercise Facility • Emergency Medical Response • More?

Wednesday, Aug. 15 • 7 p.m.Wednesday, Aug. 15 • 7 p.m.
Ranchos/Hills Seniors Center • 37330 Berkshire • Refreshments
call the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce at 645-4001 for more information

invite you to a

What’s YOUR Vision for the Ranchos?What’s YOUR Vision for the Ranchos?

A Community Park? Banquet Facilities? An Olympic Swim Facility?

Townhall MeetingTownhall Meeting
To Discuss the Feasibility of Planning and Constructing a

A Business Conference Center?

7/
07

Madera CountyRMA DirectorRAY BEACHwill be attending

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce and
the Friends of the Ranchos Library

New Community Center in the Madera Ranchos New Community Center in the Madera Ranchos 
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Service Schedule 
Sunday 10 a.m. & 6 p.m. 

3rd Monday of the Month 7 p.m. Manna Link Food Distribution 
For needy families.  Everyone Welcome!

Tuesday 7 p.m. Life Connections Home Groups   Thursday 7:30 p.m. Family Night
RE-Generation Youth Group—Generation NeXt Children's Ministry

Nursery Provided Ages 0-3 yrs. Sunday and Thursday Services

Senior Pastors Bernard & Linda Morris/ Resident Pastors Stoney & Amy Berna

On the corner of  Ave.15 and Monreal

The Lighthouse
Christian Fellowship

15048 Monreal Rd. Madera, CA 93638 559-645-0722

7/07

37184  Avenue 12, Suite 104 • Madera Ranchos
645-0122 • next to the Pizza Factory

Lots of New & Used Computers

Refurbished Laptops
starting at $485!

Hurry while

supplies last

7/
07

ssuummmmeerr  SSppeecciiaall

Phone

662-8825

COMPLETE 
CREMATION

SERVICES
Includes: transportation within 50 miles,

durable urn and alternative container, 
one death certificate, permits and state tax.

Everything one needs for a direct,
simple cremation.

801 E. Yosemite Ave.

# FD-1697
Madera, CA 93638
Fax: (559) 662-8551

You can pre-plan yours today

$ 14
99

.89

7/07

Creating meaningful funerals 
that celebrate life

OUR

CREMATIO
N

PRIC
E IN

 M
ADERA

JOIN NOW!
REST OF SUMMER FREE!

66% off service fee, July & August free, on 12m/cd
Madera Ranchos 645-4968

7/07

Business Profile

674-1663
14794 Hwy 41

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

7/07

The Ranchos Independent

After the test results came back, the
allergist told Lucy Tangrady something
she didn’t want to hear.

“Move out of the Central Valley or
your asthma will continue to get
worse. Within a year you’ll carry an
oxygen tank, and sooner than later,
you’ll die.”

The words were a harsh reality for
someone who had called Merced and
Fresno home for more than 30 years.
She’d leave behind her long time job
with UBS, the
church she
was married
in and attend-
ed regularly,
her family and
friends. The
trips to
Yosemite, the
coast and the
Bay Area
would soon be
a distant
memory.

“Oh, and
don’t forget In
‘N Out,” Lucy
says with a
smile as she
looks up from sewing a pocket onto her
latest apron. “Not to mention the fries
and the chocolate shakes.”

Everything would be in the rear
view mirror except her husband Jim and
their Golden Retriever Zoey.

“I did have one very driving force
behind me that made it bearable,” Lucy
said as she straightened one of her pat-
terns. “My faith in the Lord. I know He
won’t forsake
me, I know He
has a plan and
sometimes I
have to be
reminded to
just get out of
the way.”

In April of
2006, Lucy,
Jim and Zoey
moved their
life to
M e r i d i a n ,
Idaho, about 5
miles from
Boise. 

One of
the rooms in
the new house
was designated as “Lucy’s Sewing
Room.” It faced the street and had big
windows that let the bright Idaho sun-
shine in. While she was raising three
daughters Lucy learned early on it was
cheaper to make clothes than to buy
them. And, inspired by her Mom who
sewed frequently, Lucy learned to love
sewing. Knowing how adept Lucy was at
sewing, in the fall of 2006 one of her sis-
ters asked Lucy to make her an apron for
Christmas. “I just kind of winged it. I

had fun doing it, and when it was done,
a few people saw it and wanted one of
their own.”

She pauses to take a sip of water and
cut away a loose thread.

“I’m a nice person but I told them if
I was going to make an apron they had to
pay for my time.” She spots yet another
errant thread. “No one protested. In fact,
I got more orders for more aprons. I
guess that’s how ‘ITZSEWLUCY’ was
born.”

W h a t
started as a
hobby in a
bedroom has
b l o s s o m e d
into a full-
fledged busi-
ness and that
bedroom is
overf lowing
with fabric
bolts. “We
have over 180
fabric choices
now and every
day there’s
more. It’s
starting to
look like I

opened my own Jo-Ann’s or Hancock
fabric store.”

“There are four stores carrying my
aprons and I’d have more, but I just can’t
sew them quickly enough.” Recently we
started selling designer name fabrics on
the site. In some cases, we’re $2 - $3 per
yard less than the upscale fabric stores.”

Besides the stores in Boise, Kuna,
Emmit and McCall, Idaho, Lucy and Jim

sell the aprons
at a Farmer’s
Market- type
venue in the
adjacent town
of Eagle.

If the
apron business
wasn’t time
c o n s u m i n g
enough, Lucy
also works full
time as a
Branch Office
Administrator
in Meridian.
“It’s daunting
at times,”
Lucy says as
she places her

latest apron on her dress form to take a
picture so it can be displayed on the
“ITZSEWLUCY.COM website. 

“Sometimes I just have to work
at catching my breath,” she flashes a
wry smile. “But living here, it’s
much easier to do that.” She begins
cutting yet another apron pattern.
“We really miss our friends. But with
the phone and email we are able to
stay in touch. I just wish In ‘N Out
was closer than Reno.”

ItzSewLucy’s Own Private Idaho
The Story Behind the Handcrafted, USA-made Vintage Aprons

Every ItzSewLucy Vintage Apron begins the
same way with the selection and cutting of fabric.
Throught their website, www.itzsewlucy.com, you
can choose from hundreds of styles and patterns.

Next comes the hard part - putting the pieces
together and stiching them up to create unique,
truly hand-crafted reversible aprons that look like
mini works of art. 
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Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday 
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM 

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!

7/
07

NEED MORE
SPACE?

barns big and small,
covers or shop buildings

POLE BARNS BY
S.J. LEACH CONSTRUCTION

POLE BARNS BY
S.J. LEACH CONSTRUCTION

many sizes and colors
from which to choose

559-269-1956559-269-1956
CCL #526211CCL #526211

7/07

You’re Somebody Here.

Madera
413 W. Yosemite Ave.

662-2800

River Park
80 E. Nees
446-6350

You’re Not Just Anybody -

7/07

COUPON

Deegan’s Appliance

We Service
Most Major

Brands
Sé Habla Español

Serving Fresno and Madera Counties

Any Appliance Repair with this coupon

266-6044

352 W. Bedford, Ste 103
Fresno, CA 93711

$5 OFF
COUPON

Installation 
Now

Available

7/07

To Advertise 
Call 

645-0634

state and federal agencies to routinely
(and unilaterally) create, update and
modify lists of species of flora and
fauna that could be threatened or endan-
gered. Now, don’t get me wrong; some
of these listings have been useful and
constructive in preserving and/or restor-
ing species to health and viability. The
bald eagle is one example of a species
that has been restored. However, there
are literally HUNDREDS of plant and
animal species that are “protected” by
this law, and most of these species (like
the acronyms) you’ve never even heard
of, BUT woe be to you if you have a
piece of property on which one of these
plants or animals happens to make a
home.

Now, you may ask, “…but how does
this affect me?” Or you may say “…but I
like bald eagles.” Point well taken. I like
bald eagles, too and I’m glad we took the
steps to protect and restore them. But, let
me ask you this: do you feel the same
way about Vernal Pool Fairy Shrimp
(VPFS)? Are you enamored by the
Arroyo Toad (AT)? Do you have a love
affair with the California Tiger
Salamander (CTS)? These are just a few
of the hundreds of species that are cur-
rently listed as “protected” in the state of
California, and could very possibly have
a very large effect on you and on your
neighbors.

Let me try to point out just how
these “listings” have affected things. In
southern California, the last link of a
badly needed freeway project was in the
last stages of approval prior to construc-
tion when a very peculiar thing hap-
pened. This roadway was to run parallel
to Interstate 5 starting just below San
Clemente and linking up with Highway
91 in the City of Anaheim. This last link
of roadway would have taken literally
thousands of cars off I-5 and greatly
improved traffic circulation in the entire
region. HOWEVER, at the eleventh
hour, the Arroyo Toad made the list of
“endangered” species. Now, where, you
might ask, does the Arroyo Toad make its
home? You may have already guessed
the answer. The “Primary Habitat” for
the Arroyo Toad in the state of California
just happens to be along the few mile
stretch of right-of-way that was to pro-
vide for the construction of the badly
needed road.

Now, you might say “…thank God we
caught it in time. If we were to allow that
road to be built, what would ever happen
to the precious Arroyo Toad?” I, however,
have become a bit more skeptical in mat-
ters environmental. I recognize that the
radical environmental community had
once again interfered and delayed the con-
struction of a needed piece of infrastruc-
ture. A roadway that was to be constructed
FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE PUBLIC. If
the Arroyo Toad needed protection, why
wasn’t it provided for in a timely fashion,
so that the roadway planners had sufficient
time to make the necessary adjustments to
their plan in advance? To me, it’s just
another example of placing the needs of
toads ahead of the needs of the people. To
date, after many years, the badly needed
piece of roadway is still tied up in an envi-
ronmental spider web.

“Well,” you might say, “those crazy
people in southern California deserve
everything they get.” Not so fast. Do you
know where the Primary Habitat in the
state of California for Vernal Pool Fairy
Shrimp and California Tiger Salamanders
is located? GULP! Right here in lovely
Madera County. More particularly, south-
east Madera County, including most of
Rio Mesa! I have it on good word from a
very reliable source in Madera that the
state and federal environmental agencies
have brought forth a very recent map that
identifies very large tracts of land in Rio

Mesa as Primary Habitat for the
California Tiger Salamander. If all of the
area on the proposed map is set aside as
“protected habitat,” then the properties
affected could be rendered “unbuild-
able.”

This could prove to be rather incon-
venient, not to mention extremely costly.
Rio Mesa happens to be the primary
“New Growth Area” in Madera County.
The county was hoping to get a number
of projects started in Rio Mesa over the
next couple of years. Among the projects
that could be impacted in Rio Mesa are
Larry Freels’ “River Ranch;” Bob
McCaffrey’s “Peck Ranch;” John
Kesterson’s “Northfork Village” project;
and the Coombs Ave 12 Village project.
These projects represent literally thou-
sands of future housing units that were to
serve the growth needs of the county over
the next decade.

Now, I’m not saying that there won’t
be any units built. What I am saying,
though, is that there will probably be a lot
fewer units built, that it will take a lot
longer to build them and that they will be
a lot more expensive to buy. In the case
of John Kesterson’s project, the impact
could be devastating. The set-aside for
Salamander Habitat could render
Kesterson’s project “unbuildable.” I sup-
pose that Kesterson could go out and buy
a bunch of land to give to the environ-
mentalists to protect the Salamanders. I
can just hear the cash register ringing as
the cost of housing in Madera goes up
again. I feel sorry for John Kesterson. He
has waited patiently over the years to
build his project. He was next in line to
go to the Board of Supervisors for
approval after the Gateway Village proj-
ect. No telling how long he may have to
wait now.

You may not feel sorry for
Kesterson. Let me put it in another per-
spective. You should feel fortunate that
you have your home in either the
Ranchos or Rolling Hills. If the Fairy
Shrimp and the Tiger Salamander had
been around at the time, NEITHER ONE
OF THESE COMMUNITIES WOULD
HAVE BEEN DEVELOPED!

So, I guess we need to ask the ques-
tion “Will they ever begin?” I guess we’ll
have to wait and see if the answer is yes
or no. I suppose Rio Mesa will eventual-
ly get started. The more important ques-
tion is “Will it ever end?” I think that the
answer to this one is evident. As long as
the bright young bureaucrats and the
lawyers who work for the acronyms have
the power they do, it will never end.
What ever happened to our beloved
“Golden State” any way? How did we
allow it to get hijacked from under our
very noses?

This is just hot off the press: The
Governator recently fired the head of the
state Air Resources Board because that
head had the audacity to postpone the
implementation of stringent air quality
measures for the Central Valley. Now
don’t get me wrong. We need to provide
solutions to the problem of air quality in
our region of the state, however the
rushed implementation of Draconian
measures that are both costly and anti-
business are not the answer. So who did
the Governator appoint to replace the
ousted head of the Air Resources Board?
None other than Mary Nichols. 

Now, who is Mary Nichols?
Mary Nichols was the former secre-

tary of the state Resources Agency under
Governor Grey Davis. This is the most
powerful environmental job in the State
of California. Mary Nichols is an attor-
ney with the Natural Resources Defense
Council. Yes, the same NRDC that you
read about near the top of this article. The
same NRDC that has Robert F. Kennedy,
Jr. and the rest of those east coast, Learjet
liberals as members. Kinda’ makes you
wonder who’s running the show …

SAM Cont. from P. 4
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RReeaalliissttiicc  &&  EEffffeeccttiivvee
SSeellff-DDeeffeennssee  TTrraaiinniinngg

Smmall  Classees
Kidds  &  AAdduults

WWoorrlldd  RReeccooggnniizzeedd
BBllaacckk  BBeelltt    CCeerrttiiffiiccaattiioonn

GGoollddeenn VVaalllleeyy  MMaarrttiiaall  AArrttss

Contact  Master  Johnson 559-917-5262www.goldenvalleymartialarts.com
email: info@masterjohnson.com

Inddividduual  
Instruuction

Limmiteedd  School
Popuulation

7/07

““BBeeggiinnnneerr””  CCllaasssseess
ssttaarrttiinngg  ssoooonn!!

CCaallll  ffoorr  DDeettaaiillss

Local Ranchos
Resident

• Yard cleanups 
& hauling

• Lawn & garden
service

• Maintenance
• Weekly & 

monthly service
• Weed control 7/07

LANDSCAPE  &  GARDENING  SERVICE
Lic.  #B0008113

Free Estimates • Lic.# 814909
645-0421 or 479-1321

Don’t Get Caught In The Rain!

7/07

CONTINUOUS
GUTTERS

645-4113
500 OFF00$

W/COUPON EXP. 8/15/07

Lic. #273099

AANNYY CCOOAATTIINNGG JJOOBB

SPECIAL COUPON
• Trenching
• Sand Blasting
• Patch
• Primer
• Tex Cote
• Paint Trim 7/

07

Frank Kramer Exteriors

Turn Your HOUSE into a DREAM HOME
with TEX•COTE instead of paint

NEVER PAINT AGAIN!

o
ff o

f y
o

u
r n

e
x
t

in
-s

to
re

 p
u

rc
h

a
s
e

o
f $

5
0
 o

r m
o

re
 a

t

55 $$

Expires 8/4/07

S
A

V
E

!
 
S

A
V

E
!
 
S

A
V

E
!

37398  Berkshire  Drive  •  645-55680

7/
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Hurst
Hardware

-FREE-FREE-FREE-FREE-FREE-
SODAS • HOT DOGS • PRIZES

COME JOIN US AUG.4th
FOR THE BEGINNING OF

OUR 4th YEAR

NOON TO 4 p.m.

By David Johnson

All of us, especially we who love to
spend time teaching our teenagers, were
once again recently stunned and saddened
by the news of yet another tragic teen-oper-
ated vehicle fatality. Another UNNECES-
SARY and preventable fatality. I would like
to dedicate this month’s article to all of the
family members and close friends hardest
hit by this tragedy and loss and to all of the
new and soon to be new teen drivers and to
all of the parents of these teens in an effort
to bring better focus to the problems
encountered by teen drivers and to examine
some of the things we can all do to help
eliminate another unnecessary teen death.
After all, these young people are our future,
not to mention our children, brothers, sis-
ters, best friends, school and teammates.
They are each so precious beyond descrip-
tion.

First, as much as we would rather not,
we all need to read the following stats with
our teens. We need to be very involved. We
need to communicate often with our teens.
We need to know their plans daily. We need
to know ALL of their friends. We need to
establish a strict list of vehicle use rules but
most importantly, we MUST make sure
they are adhered to. WE CAN MAKE A
DIFFERENCE. WE CAN PREVENT
THIS FROM HAPPENING AGAIN.

Let me begin by repeating what one
expert reported: 

THE NUMBER OF TEENS
KILLED IN VEHICLE-RELATED
ACCIDENTS IS EQUAL TO A LARGE
COMMERCIAL AIRLINER FULL OF
PASSENGERS CRASHING EVERY
WEEK.

Teen Driving Stats
Driving with your friends? Statistics

say that teens ages 16-19 are four times
more likely to experience an automobile
accident than older drivers, and of over half
of these accidents there are more than one
teen in the car. Because of this, teens are
disproportionately involved in crashes as
drivers and as passengers. 

Fact 1
14% of all deaths due to driving acci-

dents are a teen driver.
Fact 2
53% of automobile deaths involving

teenagers occur on the weekends.
Fact 3
45% of the time, teen drivers killed in

automobile accidents also had a fellow teen
or youth in the vehicle. 

Fact 4
Of all teens that were fatally injured in

a driving accident, 1/3 of those accidents
were speed related. Don't speed! 

Fact 5
Teen drivers’ lifestyle of staying up

late causes teen drivers to have a higher risk
of automobile accident due to drowsiness. 

Fact 6
On the basis of current population

trends, there will be 23% more 16-20-year-
old drivers on the road in 2010 than there
are today – 26.1 million.

Fact 7
This age group makes up 7% of

licensed drivers, but suffers 14% of fatali-
ties and 20% of all reported accidents. 

Fact 8
Crash rate per mile driven is twice as

high for 16 year olds as it is for 18-19 years. 
Fact 9
Teenage males are statistically at a

higher risk for accidents than teenage
females. Two out of every three
teenage driver accidents involves a
male driver. 

Fact 10
Car crashes are the #1 cause of deaths for

16 year olds. Automobile crashes are the lead-
ing cause of teen deaths in the United States.

Fact 11
At 35 mph, a 2 second lapse in attention

means you've traveled 100 feet without looking! 
Fact 12
Teens have the lowest seat belt use rate

of all drivers. This rate becomes worse
when there are other teens in the car. 

Fact 13
During the first year of licensed driv-

ing, 1-in-5 male and about 1-in-10 female
16-year old drivers will have a crash.

Recent Stats
In 2004, 5,610 teenagers died in the

United States from motor vehicle crash
injuries, making driving the leading public
health problem among people 13 to 19
years old. The risk is particularly high dur-
ing the first years in which teenagers are
eligible for driver's licenses. In 2002, the
latest year for which data are available, 41
percent of all deaths among 16-19 year-olds
from all causes were related to motor vehi-
cles. 

Fact 1
16 year-olds have higher crash rates

than drivers of any other age.
Fact 2
It is estimated that 16-year-olds are

three times more likely to die in a motor
vehicle crash than the average of all drivers. 

Fact 3
3,657 drivers age 15-20 died in car

crashes in 2003, making up 14% of all driv-
ers involved in fatal crashes, and 18% of all
drivers involved in police-reported crashes
(NHTSA). 

Fact 4
Crash risk is particularly high during

the first years that teenagers are eligible to
drive. The top five driver-related factors for
teenage drivers involved in fatal motor
vehicle crashes include: 

Driving too fast 
Running off the road 
Driving in the wrong lane 
Driving under the influence of alcohol,

drugs, or medication 
Erratic or reckless driving 
Fact 5
In 2001, two thirds of teens killed in

auto accidents were not wearing seat belts.
Belt use among fatally injured passengers
ages 16-19 was considerably lower than
among teenage drivers. Compared with
other age groups, teens have the lowest rate
of seat belt use. 

Fact 6
Almost half of the crash deaths involv-

ing 16-year-old drivers in 2003 occurred
when the beginning drivers were driving
with teen passengers (IIHS). Statistics show
that 16 and 17-year-old driver death rates
increase with each additional passenger
(IIHS). 

Fact 7
Young drivers are less likely than

adults to drive after drinking alcohol, but
their crash risk is substantially higher when
they do. This is especially true at low and
moderate blood alcohol concentrations. The
estimated percentage of fatally injured pas-
senger vehicle drivers ages 16-17 who had
BACs at or above 0.08 percent in 2004 was
15%, down 63% since 1982. 

Fact 8
Most of this decline took place in the

1980s. This age group experienced the
greatest decline in alcohol involvement,
compared with a 47% decline for drivers
ages 18-20, a 23% decline for drivers ages

Safe & Sound

Teens and Automobile Accidents:
Unnecessary and Very Preventable

Please see SAFE on P. 17
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10% 
OFF

WITH THIS COUPON

FREE
TOWING

WITH OVERHAUL

Brakes • Tune-ups • Diagnostic
Oil changes • Service work

WE ALSO DO:

AND NOW: A/C SERVICE AND REPAIRS

FULL 
SERVICE

AUTOMOTIVE
SHOP

37 Years 

Experience

7/
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800-736-0407 • Vince Guthrie • 559-655-2324

VALLEY  PROPANE

Serving Madera Ranchos and Surrounding Areas

7/
07

Yosemite Mountain
Sugar Pine Railroad

Ride the Logger

www.ymsprr.com
559-683-7273
56001 Yosemite Hwy 41, Fish Camp, CA 93623

... for the scenic Narrow Gauge Railway
excursions on authentic steam-powered loco-

motives or Model-A powered rail cars.

All Aboard!

Operating Daily
Highway 41, 60 miles north of Fresno,
4 miles south of Yosemite National
Park.

Please check our Website for schedule
information.

Steam Train, BBQ & Entertainment  
every Wednesday & Saturday Night.

try the

Moonlight Special

7/
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Do you need Affordable Health Insurance?

Cindy Vail OE81172
Licensed Insurance Agent

You may qualify for a Group Plan ...
Give me a call for a free quote/consultation

Mid-West National Life Insurance
Company of Tennessee • A HealthMarkets
Company • Keeping the Promise of Affordable Coverage

Association membership is required. MW/000303 Exp. 12/07. Administrative Office: North Richland Hills, TX. Exclusions
and limitations apply. Group policy #MW-25906, MW-25907, MW-25939 or state variation. Plans not available in all states.

7/
07 559-674-5450

21-30, and a 35% for drivers older than 30.
Fact 9
Graduated driver’s license programs

appear to be making a difference. The
Insurance Institute for Highway Safety
reports that the overall number of 16-year-
old drivers fell from 1,084 in 1993 to 938 in
2003 despite an 18% increase in the 16-
year-old population.

Fact 10
About two out of every three teenagers

killed in motor vehicle crashes in 2004
were males. Since 1975 teenage motor
vehicle crash deaths have decreased more
among males (44 percent) than among
females (13 percent). 

Fact 11
Eighty-six percent of teenage motor

vehicle crash deaths in 2004 were passen-
ger vehicle occupants. The others were
pedestrians (5 percent), motorcyclists (4
percent), bicyclists (2 percent), riders of all-
terrain vehicles (2 percent), and people in
other kinds of vehicles (2 percent). 

Fact 12
The rate of nighttime fatal passenger

vehicle crashes per 100 million miles traveled
in 2001-02 was almost six times higher for
male drivers ages 16-19 than for male drivers
ages 30-59. The corresponding comparison
for females yields three times the rate.

Fact 13
From 1994 through 2003, almost

64,000 youth aged 15 through 20 died in
traffic crashes – 122 each week.

Fact 14
Young drivers do only 20 percent of

their driving at night, but over half the crash
fatalities of adolescent drivers occur during
nighttime hours. 

Fact 15
The risk of a crash involving a teenage

driver increases with each additional teen
passenger in the vehicle. 

Fact 16
Fifty-four percent of motor vehicle

crash deaths among teenagers in 2004
occurred on Friday, Saturday or Sunday. 

SOLUTIONS
Read the afore mentioned statistics with

your teen in a compassionate and concerned
manner. Know and practice the traffic laws.

Your teen took driver’s education, so
he or she should know all the laws and rules
of the road, right? Not exactly. Even though
your teen may have learned the laws, that
doesn't always mean they are remembered.
By practicing and reviewing your city’s or
town’s driving laws, your teen driver will
have a better understanding of the laws and
be able to apply the laws when it’s his or
her turn to drive solo. 

Be a Good Role Model
If your teen driver sees you’re speed-

ing or driving aggressively, they’re going to
do the same, so if you’re going to talk the
talk, you better walk the walk! Not only
will this help make your teen become a bet-
ter driver, it will also help improve your
driving skills as well. 

Let Your Teen Do the Driving
Next time you're going to the store or

to the movies, let your teen do the driving.
This will not only offer extra driving prac-
tice, it will also let you see how he or she is
doing behind the wheel. As a passenger,
you’ll also get the opportunity to correct
any bad teen driving habits your son or
daughter may be developing. 

Enroll Your Teen
in a Defensive Driving Course

Designed to provide real life training,
defensive driving courses provide a more
in-depth training on how to maneuver
around an accident, handle changing weath-
er conditions and different breaking tech-
niques. Not only will this certification help
prepare your teen for the open road, it could
potentially provide you with a nice discount
on your new driver car insurance rate. 

Finding the Perfect Car for Your Teen
Your teen wants a new Hummer H3,

you want them to have an older, compact
car like a 1994 Toyota Camry – guess what:
you’re both wrong. According to the
Insurance Information Institute (III), par-
ents should pick a car that offers good crash
protection and speed control such as a
Subaru Legacy or a Volkswagen Passat.

Limit Nighttime Driving
According to the Insurance Institute

for Highway Safety, 42% of teen deaths
from motor vehicle crashes occur on
Friday, Saturday or Sunday nights, between
the hours of 9 p.m. and 6 a.m., so restricting
your child’s nighttime driving may be one
of the best things you could do to help keep
your child safe and secure. 

Restrict the Number of Passengers
Allowed in the Car

According to Mother's Against Drunk
Driving (MADD), teen driving crash rates
increase by 50% with just one teen passen-
ger in the car, and by 400% with three or
more teen passengers. All the more reason
to restrict the number of passengers
allowed in the car while your teen is driv-
ing. While it may not seem fair to your new
young driver, it could help keep them out of
harm’s way. 

Turn Off the Cell Phone and NO Texting
The best advice you could give your

teen is to turn their cell phone off while
driving. If they need to take a call while in
the car, advise them to pull off to the side of
the road, put the car in park and then talk.
As I was writing this article there was a
story on the Today Show about five teenage
girls that were killed five days after gradu-
ating High School and the cause was
believed to be the fact that the driver was
texting while driving.

Seat Belts
Safety is vital for all drivers! That is

why it is important to remind teens to wear
their seat belts while driving – a small tip
that could greatly help save their life.

Parent/Teen Driving Agreement
To prevent constant fighting over the

car, develop a Parent/Teen Driving
Agreement. This agreement outlines specif-
ic car rules and conditions for your new
teen driver, while establishing some rules
for you as well. However, it is only good if
you stick to it and enforce it.

New Driver Car Insurance
Although it will increase your auto

insurance rate, adding your son or daughter
to your policy is more cost effective than if
your teen had to purchase his or her own car
insurance. We recommend shopping
around for the best car insurance rate when
you add a new driver to your policy.
Insurance.com provides an auto insurance
comparison application that helps you find
the best auto insurance rate available by
evaluating multiple rates from best-in-class
insurance providers. You'll save money on
your new driver car insurance and get the
coverage you all need.

Sources
drivehomesafe.com, carfax.com , teen-

driving.com 
www.hsrc.unc.edu/safety_info/young_drivers 
Insurance Information Institute -

www.iii.org
National Transportation Safety Board -

www.ntsb.gov
Allstate Foundation report on teen driv-

ing - www.allstate.com/Community/Page
Render.asp?Page=teensafedrivingfacts.html

Master Johnson is a world recognized
security and self-defense expert specializ-
ing in executive protection, hand-to-hand,
multiple opponents and weapon disarms.
He is listed in the “Who is Who” in Martial
Arts and was named “Master Instructor of
the Year” 1996 by the World Martial Arts
Hall of Fame. He is the owner of Golden
Valley Martial Arts, Tactical Training
International, Dave Johnson Real Estate,
and operates the World’s only online self-
defense and Black Belt training course at
www.masterjohnson.com. He can be con-
tacted at info@masterjohnson.com.

SAFE Cont. from P. 16
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Nothing   increases   energy  efficiency
while reducing outside noise like award-
winning  Milgard  replacement  windows.
Locally made  and  serviced,  Milgard of-
fers an industry leading lifetime guarantee.
If your home is ready for a makeover, call
your certified Milgard dealer today.

SAVE ENERGY!

559-673-3583
CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Madera Glass & Mirror Co.
1825 Howard Rd.
Madera, CA 93637

The Milgard Makeover

Clearly a beautiful offer.

BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME!
REDUCE STREET NOISE!

7/
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FINANCING

AVAILABLE

O.A.C.

7/
07

Madera Ranchos Assembly of God
NW Corner of RD 36 & AVE 13 1/2

Office 645-0716

Sunday
Kid’s Church.............8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Worship........8:30, 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Adult Sunday School............10:30 a.m.
Adrenaline Youth.........................6 p.m.

Wednesday......................7 - 8:30 p.m.
Worship Service
Royal Rangers (Boys 5-17)
Missionettes (Girls 5-17)
Rainbows (Boys & Girls 3-4)

7/07

By Eleanore Burchell

The Ranchos/Hills Senior Center, locat-
ed at 37330 Berkshire, celebrated the Fourth
of July with the members having a tradition-
al hot dog feed combined with games being
played afterward. A good time was had by
all!

July 4th is another patriotic day where
the flag is flown in the United States. Our
American flag is a beacon of hope, a symbol
of enduring freedom, and an emblem of
unity. The flag holds a great deal of history
behind it, but we are never too old to learn
new things. Our flag has had several nick
names, such as “Old Glory,” “the Stars and
Stripes” and “the Star Spangled Banner.” Do
you realize the colors of our flag also hold a
meaning? Red symbolizes “Hardiness and
Valor.” White symbolizes “Purity and
Innocence.” Blue represents “Vigilance,
Perseverance and Justice.”

Recently there is a controversy regard-
ing our United States flag being manufac-
tured in foreign countries. Several states
have already passed laws restricting sales of
foreign-made American flags. We under-
stand that more states will soon follow the
example that has been set.

The drawing results of the Fourth of
July raffle is as follows: First prize, a beauti-
ful quilt, was won by Mark Preo; second
prize, $250 Ranchos Market shopping spree,
was won by Pat Brunett; and the one-night
stay at Bass Lake was won by Lou Bradley.

Our next monthly sale will be held on
Saturday, Aug. 4. Our garden staff has been
kept busy keeping
the plants and
trees watered dur-
ing this time of
extreme heat.
There are several
Japanese maple
trees still available
and looking for a
happy home as
well as many other varieties of shade and
fruit trees. Flats of pretty flowering plants
are also available. As usual for the month of
August, and due to the heat of baking, there
will be no bake sale. However, cookbooks
and produce as well as boutique items may
be purchased in the main building. What is
one person’s discard is another person’s
treasure and our Treasure House has every-
thing you might be looking for so please
come in to find your personal treasure.

THE UP SIDE – a life with a purpose is
more than a blessing, it is a pillar of encour-
agement.

We don’t want you to forget us during
the week so remember the plant, produce
and boutique sections are available Monday
through Friday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Tuesday, 6 to
9 p.m. and Thursday evenings between 6
and 9 p.m.

Our next travel adventure will be Oct. 9
through Oct. 22. We will fly to the East
Coast then board a bus. We plan to see the
fall colors of the Eastern U.S. and Canada
plus many other sights in the area. For more
information or if interested in joining the
group, call Joann at 645-4864 as an immedi-
ate deposit is needed to hold a spot for you.

A Panama Canal cruise is in the plan-
ning for next April. We have more informa-
tion now so call Joann at 645-4864 or come
in for a flyer.

The June Birthday and Anniversary
celebration held at Yosemite Falls was
attended by 22 of our members. The food
was fabulous and the service was great.
The July Birthday and Anniversary cele-
bration was held July 21 at County Waffle
at 3851 N. Blackstone in Fresno . Our
August Birthday and Anniversary com-
memoration has been planned for
Saturday, Aug. 11 at 11 a.m. at Carrows,
1484 E. Shaw, Fresno.

Bring your blanket and lawn chairs to
Cobb’s Ranch for the Community Annual
Labor Day Picnic on Sunday, Sept. 2 from
noon to 5 p.m. There will be lots of games
and prizes as well as live music and plenty of
food. The BBQ will be $6 per person with
lots of activities for the kids too.

Remember Tuesday is Bingo Nights
from 5:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.

If you need someone to laugh with,
come join our Thursday evening potlucks
with games played afterward. There is a lot
of fun here and remember laughter is good
for your body and soul and being happy does
not mean everything is perfect – it means
you have decided to see beyond the imper-
fections!

More Facts and Fun
A nutritionally balanced lunch program

Monday through Friday at 11:30 a.m.
Suggested price for 60 years and older is
$1.75. Reservations are needed a day in
advance so remember to call Joann at 645-
4864. We have a growing exercise program
being held on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays from 10:15 to 11:30 a.m. The partic-
ipants are getting more than just exercise by
attending. They have fun and they share
laughs. There is still room for you and you
can attend all three days or just one or two of
them.

The Line Dancing class is also a great
way to exercise. They meet on Fridays at
12:30 p.m. This combines fun and exercise.
You do not need to be a member to attend
these classes. We have a good group, but
there is always room for one more – you!

Come to think of
it, there is room
for two more –
you and your
friend. Come in
and check these
classes out!

Our water-
color classes held
on Wednesdays

3:30 to 5:30 p.m. are open and free to the
Ranchos community adults. No prior water-
color experience is needed. The instructor
can be reached by calling 645-1137. Starting
soon, we will be holding a mini-series of
painting classes on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
For more information on these Classes, call
Joann at 645-4864.

Up and Coming Events
Birthday and Anniversary luncheon,

Saturday, Aug. 11 at 11 a.m. at Carrows,
1484 E. Shaw in Fresno.

Weekly Events
Monday through Friday Lunch

Program, 11:30 a.m. (Reservations needed,
call Joann at 645-4864).

Monday, Exercise Class, 10:15 – 11:30
a.m.

Tuesday, Pinochle, noon until?
Tuesday, Bingo, 5:30 to 9 p.m. (Hot

dogs, hamburgers, desserts and more avail-
able).

Wednesday, Exercise Class, 10:15 –
11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, noon to 1 p.m. Card Bingo.
Wednesday, 3:30 – 5:30 p.m.

Watercolor Painting Class.
Thursday, 6 to 9 p.m. Potluck then

Hand & Foot, Pinochle or other games
(Please bring your own plate and silver-
ware).

Friday, Exercise Class, 10:15 – 11:30
a.m.

Friday, 12:30 p.m. Line Dancing Class.
Please feel free to come in and visit our

Senior Center and get acquainted with our
members. We welcome you to come and be
one of us as our organization offers and
promotes social, educational and civic
activities in order to provide a better quali-
ty of life for all senior citizens. You have
received an invitation. Hope to see you
soon?

Senior Report

More to the Flag than just Colors

Our senior membership wants to relay
our thoughts and sympathy to the families

of the Liberty High School students
involved in the recent tragic accident.

The Ranchos/Hills Seniors
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SPREAD THE NEWS!
Have friends or family 
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are
you moving but you

still want to keep in
touch with what’s happen-
ing in the Madera Ranchos? 

to the Ranchos Independent!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@theranchos.com

37167 Ave. 12, #5C
Madera, CA 93636

SUBSCRIBE!

Ranchos IndependentThe

local news • local events • local happenings 
editorial • games • real estate • columns S
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Prestige  Grooming
Professional quality grooming • By appointment only

PAMPER YOUR PET
447-9424
7277 Blackstone, Suite 103 • Fresno

7/07

TRUCKING 645-5363
Chad Harr

CA# 142100

Fill Dirt • Topsoil • Humus • Bark • Chips • River Rock 
Crushed Rock • Base Rock • Rock Dust • Cobble Stone

Driveway Base • Fill Sand • Washed Sand • Plaster Sand

7/07

645-7540

BOBCAT WORK
• Grading

• Tree & Stump
Removal

• Clean Ups

7/
07

be importing, from outside the area, a
surface water supply that is sufficient
to serve 100% of the needs of the entire
project at build-out, and enough addi-
tional water to balance the over-drafted
underground aquifer. This will help
stabilize the long term
water supply for both
the neighboring agri-
culture and the Rolling
Hills and Ranchos
communities.

Furthermore, after
months of negotiations
with Golden Valley
Unified School
District, Gateway
Village has agreed with the School
District on a set of business points for
the provision of new schools for the
project. The formal agreement is cur-
rently being drafted and it is anticipat-
ed that Castle & Cooke will have the
agreement signed before the meeting
with the Board of Supervisors. The

agreement calls for Gateway Village to
provide all of the school facilities nec-
essary to serve all of the students that
will reside in the project. Gateway will
pay 100% of the actual costs for new
project schools. Per the terms of the
agreement, the existing community and
the School District will have no risk

whatsoever for
Gateway project
schools. 

“We think we have
answered all of the
tough questions,” said
project manager Steve
Krueger. “You never
know what can happen
during the public hear-
ing process, but we

think we have the support of the major-
ity of the Board of Supervisors.”

“We have been fortunate to have
the support of a majority of the com-
munity. I would ask that those who
have time to attend the Board of
Supervisors hearing please do so, and
voice your support,” said Krueger.

C&C Cont. from P. 1

Gateway will pay 100% of
the actual costs for new project
schools. Per the terms of the
agreement, the existing com-
munity and the School District
will have no risk whatsoever
for Gateway project schools. 

Sheriff John Anderson has
announced “no more” in regard to people
illegally driving Off Highway Vehicles
(OHVs) in residential areas. “They’re
breaking the law – they’re flouting the
law – no more,” Anderson said.

The Madera County Sheriff’s
Department’s OHV Unit routinely
checks areas on the valley floor where
illegal off highway vehicle use is preva-
lent, but complaints are now flowing in
from foothill residents as well.

“Laws regarding off highway vehi-
cle use have been in effect for some time
now,” Anderson said. “Despite our con-
tinued efforts to inform and warn the
public about illegal riding in residential
zones, the activity prevails.”

Anderson has announced that,
“Deputies who spot anyone riding an off
road vehicle either on their property or
on roads in residential areas not only
face citation but their vehicle will be
impounded.”

No Warnings: Illegal OHV Use Over
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Real Estate
Alteration Services

Molly’s Alterations (now open later 7
a.m. - 6 p.m.) - Tailoring, repairs, and
leathers. Fast service. Located at
36619
Ave. 12 or call 645-5527.

Day Care

Tina’s Day Care - Where learning is
fun!!! Morning enrichment program
has openings for your preschool child.
Call to reserve your spot now! 645-
0834.

For Rent - WANTED

House to Lease - Must be in Sierra
View School area. 1-2 year lease
preferable. 3 or more bedrooms. Please
call Stacy at 559-285-9701.

For Sale

For Sale – Horses AQHA Registered
horses for sale. Call 559-645-5290 or
559-304-5073.

For Sale – 2007 Pool Table. Solid
wood. Leather pockets. 1-inch slate.
Never used w/accessories, can deliver.
Cost $4,500. Sacrifice $1,500. Call
559-447-5066.

For Sale- 2007 Hot Tub. Never used.
Loaded. Therapy seats, brand new.
Sacrifice $2,475. Warranty. Call 559-
360-9047.

For Sale - 7 pc. Bedroom Set. Solid
cherrywood. Sleigh bed, nightstand,
dresser/mirror, chest. All dovetailed,
Thomasville quality construction, New
in boxes. Cost $8k. Sacrifice $1,875.
Call 559-2300486.

For Sale – 1 All new full pillowtop
mattress/box. Cost $400, sacrifice
$175. In plastic w/warranty. Queen cost
$600. Sacrifice $195. Never used. Call
559-275-8813.

For Sale – 1 Cal-King pillowtop mat-
tress/box. Never used w/warranty. Cost
$700. Sacrifice $295. Call 559-277-
2511.

Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor specializing in
both continuous and standard rain gut-
ters. Unusual jobs. Air conditioning
service also available. Yearly cleaning.
29 years working in the area. Call 559-
822-2759.

Handyman Services

Rancho Handyman - when you need a
helping hand then you need the Rancho

Handyman. Whether the job is big or
small the Handyman can do it all. Call
Ohan for estimates. Now available:
house painting. Call 645-6924.

Investment & Loans

Money To Loan Service – Oro
Financial. Able to loan today. Credit
not a problem. Cash for trust deeds.
Mobile home on land. Call 438-9999.

Painting Services

Gerald Scheffing Painting. “Best in
the West” for over 35 years. Call 674-
2320. Lic. #313070.

Texture Coat Painting - Call Frank at
645-4113.

Plants

FREE! - Pond plants free to good
home. Call 645-4948.

Spa Service

Spa repair, maintenance, service or
transport. Jet tub repair also. Call Dave
at 474-3224.

Tractor Services

Tractor discing, grading, mowing,
trenching, drilling, home irrigation sys-
tems. Call Tomas at 645-4932.

Tractor work, discing, rototilling,
weed cutting. Bobcat work, drilling
post holes, trees, trenching and clean
ups. Call Neal at 645-1200 or 285-
8211.

Tractor work, house pads, lot leveling,
driveways, trenching and concrete
work. Call 559-970-4476 or 559-645-
1500.

Tractor work, lot discing, mowing and
scraping. Call Thomas at 645-6068.

Utility Services

Underground utilities installed. Call
645-1500.

Wanted

Looking for outdoor Little Tykes
playhouses, new or used. Call 352-
5441.

Window Cleaning Services

Window cleaning special. Most win-
dows $5 inside/out. Screen and track
included. Prices may vary for non-stan-
dard windows. Hard water stain and cob-
web removal available. Fully insured.
Call Nick at 285-1723. Free estimates.

Classified
Nancy Watson

645-5000
The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

Nancy has been a Ranchos resident for 28 years and a full-time Real Estate Agent serving
the Ranchos for over 17 years. She is a member of the Madera and Fresno Multiple Listing
Service and is well known as a Top Producer. If you are interested in finding out the value
of your home or know someone looking for a home, Nancy can help. Let the dedicated,
experienced agent work for “You!”

7/07

A ranchos resident for 20 years, I am a full-time professional agent dedicated to 
serving our community’s Real Estate needs. Allow me to show you how stress-free sell-
ing or buying a home can be. I worry with the details so YOU don’t have to! Call me
today or visit me on the Web and allow me to demonstrate how I can serve you.

DAVID PARKER

490-1989
www.davidparker.info

Realtor Associate

7/07

“No Excuses Just Results”

41428 Ave. 10 1/2 Ste.B
Madera, CA 93638

Oscar Anaya
Senior Loan Officer

645-75407/
07

7/
07John Herrera, Realtor

559-217-8947

I am not only a long time Ranchos resident, but I am also involved in the commu-
nity. I will be running the Kiwanis Fireworks booth with the rest of our club June
30-July 4 at Pete'sDrive-in. Come by, pick up some fireworks, and say hi. If you are
buying or selling, call me. You can
trust a retired cop. I have changed
offices but my service to you has
not. “The most important things in
your house are the people.” 

Always high quality at good prices! 645-0421 or 479-1321

Residential & Commercial
• New Roofs
• Re-roofs
• Specialized in Repairs
• Roof Certification
• Roof Inspection
• Gutters
• Continuous Gutters
• Sky Lights - Sun Tunnels

Lic# 814909
Call for details. 

Locally Ownedand Operated

with any complete 
reroof or new roof

Up to 60 feet
CONTINUOUS GUTTERS

FREE

7/
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Say You Saw it in The Ranchos Independent
CRONINCRONIN MARINEMARINE REPREPAIRAIR

ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR
INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS

TRAILER BOATS ONLY
Jim Cronin

Madera Ranchos

Chrysler

Phone: 645-1977Since 1964

FORCE
OUTBOARDS

7/07
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Real Estate
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To Advertise Call
645-0634

Call the listing office for all of the amenities of any of these properties

431-7060 or 645-5450
call Paul Sobaje at Continental Realty

Open floorplan on 1/2 acre lot. Vaulted ceilings, spacious kitchen and dining nook. Master suite
has double closets, tub and shower and double sinks. Laundry room, pantry and 3-car finished
garage. Milgard windows, wiring for DVR and satellite, alarm system. Large covered patio with
gas BBQ access. Landscaping, fenced and RV parking. Located near Ranchos schools.

4 Bed 
2 Ba.

$449,000
36020 Blossom 

Continental Realty
P•R•E•S•E•N•T•S

7/07

4 Bed 
3 Ba.

$429,000
35340 Avenue 13 1/2

Sharp home zoned for horses. Vaulted ceilings, brick fireplace, spacious kitchen with
lots of counter space, breakfast bar and walk-in pantry. Isolated bedroom and bath
with walk-in closets, carpeting and tile flooring throughout. Large covered patio and
yard is completely fenced. Located near schools and 15 minutes from Riverpark.

3 Bed 
2.5 Ba.

$349,000

3 Bed 
2 Ba.

$419,000

35213 Ave. 14 1/2

36692 Blanca

Custom country home in tranquil setting on 1.75 acres. Open floor plan features great room
with vaulted ceiling and fireplace. Opens into spacious kitchen and dining area with lots
of storage space. Charming master suite and entire house features ceiling fans and raised
wood foundation flooring. Screened porch, peaceful yard and 3-car garage.   

2.13 ac. zoned for horses. Immaculate home features great room with granite
fireplace. Large kitchen with granite, breakfast bar, lots of cabinetry and walk-in
pantry. Isolated MBR with slider to patio, pebble tech flooring, vaulted ceilings.
Yard landscaped front & back, covered patio, RV hook-up and storage shed.

Kellner & Sons’ Properties • 559-297-3770

7/07

Tom Kellner Owner/Broker
559-706-3162 cell • www.kellnerproperties.com

GREATPROPERTY/GREAT PRICE - 3
BD/2BA @ 36954 Sparta. RVparking,
newer comp roof,freshly painted in/out,
security alarm, sprinklers front/back.
Many extras. $289,900.

3 BD/2BA @ 1019 W. Norwich, Fresno.
Energy efficient w/triple pane win-
dows, both real hardwood and aggre-
gate floors, pool. Upgraded through-
out. Owner/agent. $319,950

BEAUTIFUL Decorator Touches 4
BD/2BA @ 35203 AVE 13 1/4. 2 acres
zoned for horses, RV parking.
Original owner. $477,000.

Buyer should verify zoning, square footage and schools.

Orchards
PISTACHIOS - 228+ acres, 12 sep-
arate APN numbers. Owner/agent.
$16,500/acre.LONG RANGE DEVELOPMENT - 398+

acres. Ave. 15 west of Rd. 35.
Williamson Act now. Full parcel Only.
Owner/Agent Related.$19,500/acre.

COMMERCIAL - Great Location - 1+
acre corner lot on Avenue 12. Lots of
potential uses.Owner/agent. $500,000.

GREAT INVESTMENT - Great buy,
37+ acres in Ag Preserve. RD. 34 3/4
@ AVE. 11. Owner/agent. $450,000.

Land

INDUSTRIAL - 15+ acres, 3 hous-
es, large office complex. RD 25
north of Ave. 12. $150,000/acre.

INDUSTRIAL - 5 ac. w/house “as is”,
RD 25 north of Ave. 12. $600,000.

RIO MESA PROPERTY AVAILABLE -
37+ acres - Call Tom for details at
706-3162. $145,000/acre.

PISTACHIOS - 36 and 38 acre
o r c h a r d s . O w n e r / a g e n t .
$13,500/acre.

ALMONDS - 70 acres of mature
almonds. Fresno County near
Raisin City. Owner/agent.
$13,500/acre.

Figs, Almonds and Pomegranates
available also. Owner/agent. Call
Tom for details at 706-3162.

Homes

7/07

17308 Road 37
New custom home on 2.25± acres. 5BD/3BA
w/tons of upgrades including granite counter-
tops, huge jetted tub, vaulted ceilings, his/her
closets and large 4-car garage. View this home
today! $529,999

36206 Ruth Ave.
Beautiful 3BD/2BA Ranchos home w/
open floor plan. Laminate flooring,  granite
countertops, Jacuzzi, walk-in closet, dual
pane windows and tons of cabinets. Too
many upgrades to list! $379,000

Price
Reduced!

Would you like to save money like this on your mortgage?
Call me to find out how.

LYDIA MARINEZ 
Marinez Enterprises • an Independent Agent of Equity Corp
office 559-645-0594
cell     559-363-2247

7/07
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Business Directory
VELVET TOUCH 

CAR WASH
&

DETAIL

645-6630
37075 AVE. 12 • MADERA RANCHOS

B.M.T.
Computer Repair

(559) 917-4507
• Sales & Service

• In-Home Service
Sé Habla Español

Microsoft Cerified Pro

Retired FPD 26 yr.
Ca. Lic.#79328

Certifications:
A+/Network +

Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.

Professional 
Dog Training

Vikki Campbell
Member A.P.D.T.

email: forloveofdogs@sbcglobal.net

For the Love of Dogs
• Private/Group Training
• Behavior Consultation 

(559) 645-4351
SERVING THE VALLEY FOR OVER 35 YEARS

RRaanncchhooss  AAuuttoo  RReeppaaiirr
&&  CChhuucckk’’ss  TTrraannssmmiissssiioonn

12090 Rd. 37 1/2 • Madera

645-44475

We specialize in transmission
repair and service work.

We now do A/C
service and repair.

Auto, Truck, Motorhome, 
4x4, Automatic/Standard 

Commercial/Residential 
with my material or yours 

specializing in ceramic tile flooring

ceramic tile • hardwood • laminate

license #591468   

(559) 994-5908

Expert installation – 
over 20 yrs experience

Madera Ranchos
Corner of Ave. 12 & Maywood

Ask for Carlos or Niomi
Free installation on your level land.

645-0518 or 645-1419

Double Car Port 18 x 21 $895.00

• Cleanups
(Brush, Trash, All Other Cleanups)

• Tear Out • Many Other Jobs
• Construction Site • Light Demolition

• Light Concrete Hauling
Call Danny Powell at

559-363-0805 or
559-281-4696

All projects expertly and
professionally completed

Danny’s

Ever Growing For Your Needs

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Business Pager

Wayne Jones

645-8528    489-7859

Valley  Green
Hydroseeding

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing
Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
338811-55887799

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Make an
appointment
with relief!

call 559-222-FEET    

Christy Prater, CNRT

Neuropathy & More ...
Foot Therapy

(222-3338)

CCAALLLL  BBOOBB

• LOT DISCING • SAND • GRAVEL • 
• ROCK • BASE ROCK • GRADING •

• HOUSE PADS •DRIVEWAYS •
• COBBLES • HUMUS • BARK •

289-1743
ROGER PRATER

CONCRETE
Residential & Commercial

38 years experience
Lic. # 599235

(559) 645-0911
(559) 645-0916

AWNINGS
& Lonas Del Valle

559-313-8407

Specializing in Awnings
Recovers • Repairs Tarps • Lonas 

License #B0006328

3912 N. Hayston

Fresno, CA 93726

(559) 227-5959

fax (559) 227-5960

Fresno Madera

www.elainesanimalinn.com

40373 Brickyard Dr.

Madera, CA 93636

(559) 432-5959

fax (559) 432-5616

Residential Sales
Real Estate Investments

License Training
Cell 706-3162
559-297-3770
559-297-3776

office

fax

Kellner & Sons’ Properties
Tom Kellner
owner/broker

ANK
Quality Exteriors, Inc.

General Contractor Lic. #669920
Bonded & Insured

559-645-1392
Vinyl Siding • Gutters • Patio Covers/Lattice
Attic & Wall Insulation • Dual Pane Windows

Garage Doors • Textured Coatings

TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • WINDOW

TEXTURED COATING
SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER
INSURED

LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

WALK-INS AVAILABLE
THURSDAY - SATURDAY

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT
MEN • WOMEN • CHILDREN

Gus & Co.
Salon37221 Ave. 12

645-0197
permanent makeup

manicurist
hair salon color, cuts

& highlights

YAMAHA

645-4545

Motorcycle & ATV
Repairs

A Division of Premiere Powersports, Inc. 

Hwy. 99 and Ave. 12

99
AUTHORIZED DEALER

645-1600
Brad & Cathy Burford

37167 Ave. 12 #D5
Madera Ranchos

645-1918
www.hartsphotographs.com

• Professional
photography

• Personalized
unique gifts

• Gift certificates

SANDERSON
PHOTOGRAPHY

Lynn

Senior Pictures
Family Portraits

Weddings
Pet & Livestock

Portraits
Sports Photography

559-479-0943
LynnSandersonPhoto.photoreflect.com

664455-11557788

Jeff Clark

• GM, H1 & ASE Master Certified
• General Automotive Repairs
• Hot Rod Customizing & Lowering

Clark’s Performance

664455-11557788

Jo-De DRILLING

& TRACTOR SERVICE

674-77770
HARDPAN DRILLING

Charisse Lindsay Stindt

37144 Ave. 12 Ste. #103 • Madera Ranchos

(559) 645-4124

Auto • Home • Life
DISCOUNTS

Lic#0616281

R We Gone Yet?

474-0505

online travel services

rwegoneyet.info

• Industrial
• General

• Farm
• Mig
• Tig
• Stick
• Certified

• Portable

Welding & Fabrication
call JERRY CLARK • 706-3865

MZC

Office: 559-645-1102
Cell: 559-246-6688
36946 Ave. 12 #B

Madera Ranchos, CA 93636

DARLENE FUQUA
Sales Associate and Notary Public

37221 Ave. 12 • Maywood Center
RENT 9 AND THE 10th is FREE!
Movies, Postal Services and More!

645-1202

Take Two VideoDVD Rentals

NOW
POSTALMAILBOXESFOR RENT!

HIGH QUALITY

559-4454-88060

GATE SYSTEMS

Marion Pool
Service

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Repairs

• Full Service
or Chemical

Service • Equipment • Supplies
• Residential • Commercial

• Family Operated 

FALK’S
FARRIER SERVICE

209-261-5174
209-382-1652
Robert Falk
Owner

professional, certified
correct
horseshoeing
for balance &
performance
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1. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What do you
call a group of baboons?
2. ANATOMY: What is another term for
the human trachea? 
3. SCIENCE: What natural painkiller is
produced by the brain? 
4. GEOGRAPHY: What is the largest

country on the continent of South
America? 
5. MOVIES: Who played the android in
"Blade Runner"?
6. MUSIC: Which country music star
was once a professional football player
for the USFL? 

7. FAMOUS QUOTES: Who said,
"Some cause happiness wherever
they go; others whenever they go."
8. TELEVISION: What city was the
setting for the TV show "The Golden
Girls"?
9. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE:
Which U.S. coin features the estate
of Monticello on one side?
10. HISTORY: What was Robert E.
Lee's middle name?

© 2007 King Features Synd., Inc. 

TRIVIA TEST By Fifi Rodriguez

1. Atroop
2. Windpipe
3. Endorphin
4. Brazil
5. Sean Young
6. Toby Keith
7. Oscar Wilde 
8. Miami
9. Nickel
10. Edward

Answers

SSuuppeerr Crossword
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55
559-232-0807Ron Rousey

OFF
INITIAL SERVICE

$

offer good through 8/15/07

Field Rep # 40930 OPR # 10829

7/07

7/07

Saturday,  August  18

iinnffoo  aatt  555599-880011-77770033
6 p.m. / Historic Cobb Ranch

7/
07

TICKETS
NOW

ON SALE!

HURRY

WHILE

SUPPLY

LASTS!
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