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ending someone from the street into
permanent housing is the ultimate

goal for LaVoy Darden and legions of
other outreach workers like him all over
America. But it seems to happen more
often in Houston, where the homeless
population shrank by more than half over
the past decade. Compare that to Califor-
nia’s major cities, where the population
surged by double-digits, and in some cases
triple-digits.

It’s not just Houston. Texas as a
whole last year recorded a 28 percent drop
in homelessness since 2012, while Cali-
fornia’s homeless population grew by 43
percent over the same period. In Texas, 81
people are homeless for every 100,000
residents. In California, the rate is more
than five times worse.

And that’s despite the fact that Texas
spends far fewer state dollars on home-
lessness. Last year, not counting federal
money, Texas put $19.7 million into its
three main homelessness programs –
equal to about $806 per unhoused person.
California, on the other hand, poured
$1.85 billion into its three main programs
– or $10,786 for every unhoused person.

How do residents view homelessness
in each state? The difference is stark:
Homelessness is the No. 1 issue on Cali-
fornia voters’ minds, according to a recent
Quinnipiac University poll. In a 2020 poll
of Texas residents, it didn’t even crack the
top 10.

Why is Texas doing so much better
on homelessness? Right-leaning observers
are quick to blame the discrepancy on Cal-
ifornia’s too-progressive policies. Liber-
als may distrust the statistics coming out
of Texas, but the reality is more nuanced –
as California leaders are realizing, while
their cities and nonprofits send delegation
after delegation to Texas.

With homelessness causing major
tension in many California cities, and
local and state efforts to get people off the
streets continuing to fall short, Golden
State leaders are desperate for new solu-
tions. So desperate, that they’re going to a
state whose deep-red policies California
Democrats are better known for scorning
than emulating.

San Jose’s homelessness response
team visited Houston earlier this year.
City and county representatives from the
Los Angeles area went last fall. They
came away jealous of some of the advan-
tages Houston has over California cities –
such as the lower housing costs that make
it easier for the Texas metropolis to find
or build homes for people.

But the Californians also were im-
pressed by the way the city coordinates

with the county and other local organiza-
tions, prioritizes funding for permanent
housing instead of temporary shelters and
finds places for people before clearing en-
campments.

“What those folks are doing – really
focusing on housing folks – is working,”
said Alex Visotzky, senior California pol-
icy fellow for the National Alliance to End
Homelessness.

In April, two city council members
from the East Bay city of Richmond
headed to Austin to tour a 51-acre tiny
home community that provides permanent
housing for 350-and-counting homeless
residents. Elected officials from Sacra-
mento trekked to San Antonio to see a
1,600-person shelter that offers everything
from dental care to counseling – serving
nearly the city’s entire homeless popula-
tion in one place.

Many experts agree California can
learn something from these homeless so-
lutions. But unless the Golden State fixes
its housing affordability crisis decades in
the making, copying the Lone Star State
will get us only so far, said Eric Tars, legal
director of the National Homelessness
Law Center.

“Elected officials in California are
desperate for quick-fix solutions,” he said.
“They want a silver bullet to be able to
solve homelessness for them. And so,
when they see results like what’s happen-
ing in Houston … they say, ‘that’s great,
we want that.’”

Texas may seem like an unlikely
place for California to find inspiration on
anything – especially social services.
After all, the Republican-led state is com-
pletely out of sync with California’s lib-

eral majorities on everything from guns to
abortion to LGBTQ rights – feeding an
ongoing public feud between Gov. Gavin
Newsom and his Texas counterpart, Gov.
Greg Abbott.

Adding to the animosity, the Califor-
nia Legislature and some Golden State
cities don’t even allow publicly funded
travel to Texas. Some Californians who
have made the trip have had to seek ex-
emptions by arguing the travel is in their
jurisdiction’s best interest.

“When best practices are happening
somewhere, don’t worry about what state
they’re in,” said state Sen. Dave Cortese,
a Silicon Valley Democrat. “I have no
problem looking them right in the eye and
saying, ‘I don’t like where you’re going in
terms of reproductive rights. I don’t like
where you’re going in terms of your stub-
bornness on mass shootings and gun
safety. But I do like what you’re doing on
the housing front, and I’d like to replicate
some of that.’”

Attitudes on homelessness also differ
widely between the two states. Earlier this
year, 70 percent of Californians said
homelessness is a “big problem” in their
part of the state, according to a Public Pol-
icy Institute of California poll. That’s up
from 63 percent in 2019. By contrast, just
3 percent of Texans polled in 2020 said
homelessness was the most important
issue facing their state, according to the
nonprofit Texas Lyceum.

The three Texas cities getting the
most attention from California – Houston,
Austin and San Antonio – are blue islands
in a red state. Houston, a bustling metrop-
olis of 2.3 million people, is Texas’ largest
city. Austin, the state’s capital and a

mecca for artists, students and foodies, is
famously quirky – and urges everyone to
“keep Austin weird.” San Antonio lures
tourists with the historic Alamo mission
and picturesque, restaurant-lined river
walk.

Cortese, who recently called for an
audit of California’s homelessness spend-
ing, tried to bring a version of the Austin
tiny home village to Santa Clara County
while serving as a county supervisor sev-
eral years ago, but the idea never got off
the ground.

He and others in California argue
what the Golden State is doing so far isn’t
working, even though Newsom poured
nearly $21 billion into housing and home-
lessness since he took office and vowed
the issue is a top priority.

“I don’t want to see any more people
die in the streets and call that compas-
sion,” Newsom said last year.

His administration is well aware of
the buzz around the Texas programs.
Hafsa Kaka, the governor’s new senior ad-
viser on homelessness, said Newsom’s
policies compare well against the Texas
sites.

Houston, Austin and San Antonio
employ the same “housing first” approach
that California has used for years, she said.

“While Austin built 350 small homes,
we are putting 1,200 across the state, in-
cluding 500 in Los Angeles,” she said in
an emailed statement sent on behalf of
Newsom’s office. “California continues to
make unprecedented investments into
housing and homelessness which includes
shelter and wrap-around supportive serv-
ices, cleaning up encampments, and cre-
ating more housing. The state has invested
more to increase housing supply than ever
before in our history while holding local
governments accountable.”

But the difference in outcomes in
Texas versus California is unmistakable.
The Houston area’s homeless population
dropped 57 percent between 2012 and last
year, dipping to 3,124, according to the
federally mandated point-in-time count. A
New York Times article published last
year highlighted the “remarkable
progress,” catapulting the city that was al-
ready known in wonky homeless policy
circles into the national limelight – and
catching California’s attention.

Los Angeles County’s homeless pop-
ulation increased 106 percent over the
same period. Sacramento County’s
jumped a whopping 230 percent.

Experts agree the point-in-time
counts supplying those numbers — which
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generally rely on volunteers and outreach
workers tallying every homeless person
they see over one night — miss portions of
the unhoused community. But the counts
can be a useful tool to measure the change
in a city’s homeless population.

One reason more people find housing
in Texas: costs. The median rent for a one-
bedroom home in the state was $1,233 in
early June, according to Zillow. In Califor-
nia, it was $2,200 – making it harder for
people to get and stay housed here.

Land and construction costs are
cheaper in Texas, too, and the Lone Star
State has fewer regulations that restrict con-
struction. The city of Houston, for example,
has no zoning – coupled with a strong
mayor who can push projects through –
making it easier to build and harder to block
housing.

Last year, Texas permitted more than
twice as many new homes as California,
even though California has about 9 million
more residents.

That means even when a California
city is doing everything right, it’s still not
going to be as successful as its Texas coun-
terpart in reducing homelessness, said Jen-
nifer Loving, CEO of nonprofit
Destination: Home in Santa Clara County,
who visited Houston in March.

“We do all the same stuff,” she said.
“And the major difference is how much
housing they have, how quickly it’s getting
built.”

But despite its lower housing costs and
dramatic drop in homelessness, Houston
hasn’t managed to get everyone off the
street. When people get housed, it’s not
only because rent is cheaper. Texas cities
are doing other things differently than Cal-
ifornia, and Houston is a good example.

Texas’ largest city pours its homeless
funding – including COVID emergency
dollars – into long-term housing instead of
shelters that offer a temporary fix. Most of
that housing is in privately-owned apart-
ments, where vouchers help formerly
homeless people pay the rent.

California, on the other hand, divides
its resources between temporary and per-
manent homeless solutions. The state fun-
neled COVID funds into short-term hotels
that as of last year had given 50,000 people
– almost 30 percent of the state’s unhoused
population – brief respites from the street.
Newsom’s administration later used
COVID and general funds to turn nearly
13,000 hotel rooms, apartments and other
units into longer-term homeless housing.

And in Texas’ largest city, government
agencies have a reputation for working to-
gether. Houston collaborates with Harris
County and local nonprofits on a shared

plan.
In Los Angeles County, by contrast,

four different local government groups
apply separately for limited homelessness
funding from the state.

“I think that what we haven’t done is
come together with a single plan,” said
Cheri Todoroff, executive director of Los
Angeles County’s Homeless Initiative, who
went to Houston in September. “And that’s
really what we were looking to learn from
Houston.”

LA County is working on creating a
collaborative leadership commission, mir-
roring Houston’s, which would include
elected officials, businesses, nonprofits and
other leaders.

Other parts of Texas’ approach to
homelessness are more punitive than prac-
tices favored by California cities and state
officials.

The red state passed a law banning en-
campments throughout Texas in 2021, ob-
ligating cities to clear camps and
empowering law enforcement to cite and
fine campers. California Republicans pro-
posed two similar bills this year, but got no
traction.

Individual cities in Texas also have
their own local camping bans. In Austin, for
example, police sometimes force homeless
residents to move out of encampments,
even if they have nowhere else to go, and
cite them if they don’t comply.

Texas Gov. Abbott cultivates a hard-
line stance against homelessness – leading
a charge to clear encampments on state
property, publicly attacking Austin’s Dem-
ocratic leaders for being too soft on home-
lessness and pushing for the state’s
camping ban. “No one has a right to urinate
and defecate wherever they want,” he
tweeted before the camping ban passed.

Seeming to take a page out of Texas’
book, California cities also are growing in-
creasingly punitive. For instance, San
Diego recently approved a controversial en-
campment ban, and other cities have taken
similar steps. But a major difference: Due
to 2018 federal court ruling Martin v.
Boise, California cities cannot clear camps
or unilaterally ban encampments unless
they have shelter beds to offer. Texas, in a
different federal district, is not subject to
that ruling.

Other aspects of Houston’s approach
also might not translate well in California.
Because Houston prioritizes long-term
housing – the city and its county partners
have moved more than 28,000 people into
permanent housing since 2012 – it neglects
the type of short-term shelters that quickly
get someone off the street.

Houston’s lack of shelter beds and long

HOMELESS cont. from P. 2
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By Sarah Morgan

Greetings from Golden Oak 4-H!
July 11 through July 15 was the an-

nual Madera County 4-H Summer Camp at
Camp Keola on the banks of Huntington
Lake. 4-H members from across the county
joined together to participate in activities
like archery, fishing, arts and crafts, outdoor cooking, cake decorating and science.

Members also got to play in the lake and do
things like kayaking, canoeing, paddle boarding
and squirt gun wars. There was a campfire every
night where we would perform skits, dress up,
sing camp songs, read from the “squealer box,”
and even had s’mores one night. We would form
teams for team games and usually got soaked.

In the evening we did things like cabin wars,
a scavenger hunt, casino night and my personal
favorite, the dance.

Golden Oak 4-H had two members in at-
tendance, Wyatt Morgan and Sarah Morgan.

This is the second year of camp for both of them. According to Wyatt, his favorite part
of camp was, “lake activities and pranking each other, that’s what I liked the most.”
Anyone looking for friendship, fun, action, laughs, all outdoors, come check out 4-H
summer camp.

Wyatt and Sarah Morgan enjoying
the scenery on the camp hike.

7/
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“We need a
government

that is
confident

not of what it
can do, but of

what the
people

can do.”

Guest Editorial

By Ronald Stein

In answer to the provocative
question posed in an article of Issues
and Insights, “Are We Finally Head-
ing Toward ESG Sanity?,” Sweden
and Shell Oil have recently initiated
actions they deem beneficial for the
health and well-being of the world’s
eight billion resi-
dents.

The few weal-
thy countries trans-
itioning to occa-
sional electricity
generation from
breezes and sun-
shine has proven
to be ultra-expen-
sive for Germany,
Australia, Great
Britain, New
Zealand, all of the
EU, and the USA.
Those few
wealthy countries
represent about
one billion of the
world’s population.

That leaves over seven billion
people living in nations that could not
care less about emissions, including
all nations with high birth rates and all
nations that have a large percentage of
people without reliable electricity.

The ruling class in wealthy coun-
tries is not cognizant that the planet

populated from 1 to 8 billion over the
last 200 years. During that time, we
learned through human ingenuity that
crude oil is virtually useless unless
it’s manufactured (refineries) into oil
derivatives that are the basis of more
than 6,000 products in our daily lives
that did not exist before the 1900s,
and the fuels to move the heavy-

weight and long-
range needs of
more than 50,000
aircraft moving
people and prod-
ucts, and more
than 50,000 mer-
chant ships for
global trade
flows, and the
military and space
programs.

Of the three
fossil fuels:

1. Coal is
used for coal-
fired power plants
and in furnaces to
make steel.

2. Natural Gas is used for natural
gas power plants and for making fer-
tilizers to help feed the world.

3. Crude oil is a fossil fuel that is
useless until it can be manufactured at
refineries into usable oil derivatives
that make most of the products in the
world and the fuels for the various
transportation infrastructures, mili-
taries and space programs.

Recognizing that ridding the
world of oil, without a replacement in
mind, would be immoral and evil, as
extreme shortages of the products
now manufactured from fossil fuels
will result in billions of fatalities from
diseases, malnutrition and weather-re-
lated deaths, and could be the greatest
threat to the world’s eight billion pop-
ulation.

Recently, Sweden stirred the global
climate conversation by overturning its
green electricity targets and shifting its
focus back to nuclear power. Finance
Minister Elisabeth Svantesson cited the
need for a more “stable electrical sup-
ply system,” pointing out the inherent
instability in wind and solar electricity
generating sources.

Like Sweden, Shell is doubling
down, away from wind turbines and

Oil Bad! ... Then What?

Recognizing that ridding the
world of oil, without a replace-
ment in mind, would be immoral
and evil, as extreme shortages
of the products now manufac-
tured from fossil fuels will re-
sult in billions of fatalities from
diseases, malnutrition and
weather-related deaths, and
could be the greatest threat to
the world’s eight billion popula-
tion.

Please see EDITORIAL on P. 9



Click on “Local News” at

7/
23

Page 6

I’ve talked a lot over the years
about the declining customer serv-
ice problem that has been plagu-
ing this country. It doesn’t appear
to be get t ing any bet ter . I ful ly
believe that a combination of bad
training (or complete lack
thereof) , apathy with regard to
work ethic , and actual “Karens”
have led to a complete disregard
of the customer experience.

I admit that the latter has had
a huge impact on the problem.
These poor examples of humanity
are out there trying to turn throw-
ing publ ic hissy f i ts into an
Olympic sport . They yel l and
scream at poor team members and
associates who have no say in
prices or policies. They demand to
speak to the manager for the most
inane things. They make the al-
ready difficult world of customer
relations nearly impossible. All of
this leads to employees becoming
leery to even l is ten to any com-
plaint , regardless of whether or
not the complainant is reasonable
and pol i te . The thing is , not al l
“Karens” are born. Some are
made. We all watch the videos on-
l ine, but we don’t always know
what drove them to that level of
crazy. Are they mean, or have
they been trying to get their issues
resolved for so long that they fi-
nally lost their tempers, and pos-
sibly their minds?

I recent ly had an experience
that pushed me frighteningly close
to my breaking point , but I did
manage to keep my cool. I figured
I’d just let i t all out here.

A couple of weeks ago I met a
few friends for lunch near my of-
f ice . We chose a restaurant we
often go to because it is quick and
del icious. We were seated imme-
diately and a cursory glance told
us there was a high staff to cus-
tomer ratio, so we expected to be
served quickly. We were wrong.

We sat there for about f ive
minutes chat t ing before we real-
ized that no one was approaching
us. We actual ly hadn’t been ac-
knowledged by any of the employ-
ees who walked by our table. This
wasn’t a common occurrence at
this restaurant , so we didn’t im-
mediately say anything, but after
several more minutes passed with

Some “Karens” are Made

no change, we flagged someone
down.

This gentleman had just deliv-
ered some food to a nearby table,
so I asked him if he would be able
to find our server because no one
had come by. I expected him to
say he would, but instead what he
asked was whether we were sup-
posed to be si t t ing there . I told
him we were seated by the hostess
and he nodded and walked away.
Spoi ler aler t , he was never seen
nor heard from again.

Sti l l no acknowledgment from
anyone wearing a uniform, I
s tepped up to the bartender and
asked if she could take our order
because we couldn’t seem to find
our server. She told me she would
try but she was making drinks for
the ent i re restaurant and didn’t
think she had the time. We finally
gave up and left .

I s topped at the host s tand,
where there were three employees
hovering around, and asked if I
could speak to the supervisor on
duty. I was calm, I was smil ing,
and I was definitely not giving off
any “angry Karen” vibes. A young
lady lef t and came back and said
the supervisor told her to say that
he wasn’t avai lable and to just
call the customer service line if I
had a complaint . Oh … I defi-
nitely had a complaint now.

Later that day, hoping to miss
the rest of that supervisor’s shift ,
I called and left a message for the
restaurant manager to cal l me
back. I t took nearly a week, and
sadly a call to corporate, to get a
return call from her. I relayed the
story and explained that had the
first person I talked to found our
server rather than accusing us of
seat ing ourselves and then never
coming back, I wouldn’t have
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T a k i n g i n v e n t o r y i s n ’ t m u c h
f u n . I n f a c t , t h e p r o c e s s c a n p u t
s h e p h e r d s r i g h t t o s l e e p . B u s i -
n e s s e s f i n d i t e s s e n t i a l t o t r a c k
w h a t t h e y h a v e , b u t w h a t a b o u t
o u r h o m e s ?

M o s t o f u s d o n ’ t t h i n k a b o u t
a h o m e i n v e n t o r y u n t i l i t ’ s r e -
q u e s t e d , w h i c h n o r m a l l y m e a n s
s o m e t h i n g s t r e s s f u l h a s h a p -
p e n e d — a f i r e , f l o o d , t h e f t , d i -
v o r c e , e t c . D u r i n g t h o s e e v e n t s ,
i t ’ s no t a s ea sy
t o t h i n k
c l e a r l y a n d
c o n c i s e l y .

A s w i t h
m o s t p r o j e c t s
w e ’ d r a t h e r
no t do , i t he lps
t o c o n s i d e r i t
i n t e r m s o f
c o s t v e r s u s b e n e f i t . T h e c o s t
d o e s n ’ t n e e d t o b e m u c h m o r e
t h a n t h e t i m e i t t a k e s t o c r e a t e
i t . I f y o u c h o o s e t o u s e a n i n -
v e n t o r y a p p , y o u m i g h t h a v e a
f i n a n c i a l i n v e s t m e n t a s w e l l .

B e n e f i t s i n c l u d e a c c e l e r a t -
i n g t h e c l a i m p r o c e s s a f t e r a n
i n c i d e n t , m a x i m i z i n g y o u r
c l a i m p a y m e n t b e c a u s e y o u
w o n ’ t b e r e l y i n g o n y o u r m e m -
o r y , e n s u r i n g t h a t y o u r i n s u r -
a n c e c o v e r a g e i s a d e q u a t e a n d
g e n e r a l p e a c e o f m i n d .

I f y o u r s c a l e t i p s o n t h e
b e n e f i t s s i d e , h e r e ’s h o w t o
s t a r t . G o t o y o u r h o m e o w n e r ’ s
i n s u r a n c e w e b s i t e o r c o n t a c t
y o u r a g e n t t o s e e w h a t r e -
s o u r c e s t h e y o f f e r . B o b V i l a o f -
f e r s a l i s t o f i n v e n t o r y a p p s t o
c h e c k o u t a t w w w . b o b v i l a . c o m /
a r t i c l e s / h o m e - i n v e n t o r y - a p p s / .
I f y o u ’ r e m o r e o f a D I Y p r o j e c t
p e r s o n , h e r e a r e t h e g e n e r a l
t h i n g s y o u n e e d t o k n o w .

Closed for Inventory

F o r h i g h t i c k e t i t e m s y o u r
i n v e n t o r y s h o u l d i n c l u d e t h e
f o l l o w i n g : a d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e
i t e m ( m a k e , m o d e l , s e r i a l n u m -
b e r , a n d a p p r a i s a l , a s a p p l i c a -
b l e ) , e s t i m a t e d v a l u e , p u r c h a s e
p l a c e / d a t e , a n d r e c e i p t . U n l e s s
y o u ’ r e a l r e a d y a m e t i c u l o u s
r e c o r d k e e p e r , y o u m a y n o t
h a v e o r k n o w a l l o f t h a t . A t
l e a s t y o u ’ l l h a v e t h e i t e m l i s t e d
a n d c a n c h o o s e t o r e c o r d t h e s e
t h i n g s f o r n e w , i n c o m i n g p u r -
c h a s e s .

U s i n g a s p r e a d s h e e t o r y e l -
l o w p a d c r e a t e a n d l a b e l y o u r
inven to ry by room ( l iv ing room,
k i t c h e n , b e d r o o m , g a r a g e , e t c . )
o r c a t e g o r y ( f u r n i t u r e , a r t w o r k ,
j e w e l r y , e l e c t r o n i c s , c o l -
l e c t i b l e s , e t c . ) . M a k e c o l u m n s
f o r I t e m N a m e , L o c a t i o n , D e -
s c r i p t i o n a n d P r i c e . I n c l u d e
h i g h t i c k e t i n f o r m a t i o n
c o l u m n s , a s n e e d e d . U s e o n e
shee t fo r each room or ca t egory .

P h o t o g r a p h t h e i t e m s a n d
s t o r e t h e m i n a d i g i t a l f o l d e r l a -

b e l e d w i t h t h e
r o o m o r c a t e -
g o r y n a m e . I f
u s i n g p a p e r ,
p r i n t t h e p h o -
t o s a n d s t o r e
w i t h t h e p a p e r
i n v e n t o r y l i s t
i n a s h e e t p r o -
t e c t o r . Y o u

m a y c h o o s e t o p h o t o g r a p h a n
e n t i r e d r a w e r o r s h e l f r a t h e r
t h a n i n d i v i d u a l i t e m s a n d , f o r
i n s t a n c e , l i s t t h e t o t a l n u m b e r
o f p a n t s , s h i r t s a n d s h o e s . L i s t
e x p e n s i v e i t e m s s e p a r a t e l y .

S c a n a n d n a m e c o o r d i n a t -
i n g r e c e i p t s a n d s a v e i n t h e d i g -
i t a l f o l d e r o r k e e p h a r d c o p i e s
i n t h e s h e e t p r o t e c t o r w i t h t h e
i n v e n t o r y l i s t . A p h o t o c o p y o f
t h e r e c e i p t w i l l b e l e s s l i k e l y t o
f a d e o v e r t i m e .

O n e o t h e r m e t h o d i s t o
v i d e o t a p e t h e c o n t e n t s o f y o u r
home whi l e desc r ib ing the i t ems
a n d z o o m i n g i n o n d e t a i l s s u c h
a s s e r i a l n u m b e r s a n d a c c o m p a -
n y i n g r e c e i p t s .

I n c l u d e i n y o u r i n v e n t o r y
t h e c o n t e n t s o f o u t s i d e s h e d s ,
a t t i c s , b a s e m e n t s , o f f - s i t e s t o r -
a g e u n i t s a n d s a f e - d e p o s i t
b o x e s .

674-1663
23338 Ave. 14

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service
Family Owned
Since 1976

7/23

Lic.#414178

complained at al l . I f the bartender
had sent over a server or taken our
order instead of blowing us off , I
wouldn’t have wanted to talk to the
supervisor. If the supervisor hadn’t
blown us off and said he was too
busy to even talk to me, I wouldn’t
have called her. And finally, if she
had called me back sooner, I would-
n’t have felt the need to call corpo-
rate.

I wasn’t expect ing her to kiss
my feet or give me a $100 gift card.
I didn’t want anyone fired and I
didn’t need any empty promises of
customer service training and dis-
cussions of performance. I just
wanted a sincere apology and ac-
knowledgment that my friends and
I weren’t t reated well . I know it
seems silly to some, but when I was
a restaurant manager I would have

wanted to know if I had a break-
down like that at my store. I would
also want my customers to know
that they, and their experience in
my restaurant , mat tered. Staying
calm and polite made no difference.
Her dismissive tone clearly told me
that I was just an annoying com-
plainer that she had no interest in
engaging further. All she said was,
“Sounds like they were busy, sorry
you were unhappy with the service.
Do you want a free appet izer or
something?”

In the end i t was a was t e o f
my t ime because she was f l ippan t
and unconce rned . I ’ l l p i ck some-
where e l se to ea t nex t t ime . They
won’ t no t i c e , o f cou r se , because
I ’m jus t one pe r son and I don ’ t
have an impre s s ive soc i a l med ia
fo l lowing .

Isn’ t that just a sad statement
about where we are as a society?

Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

6700 E. Central Ave. • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Juan and Maria at

7/23

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

LIC. #1017900
BONDED &
INSURED

7/23

A home inven tory i s k ind
o f l i k e i n s u r a n c e – y o u
h o p e y o u n e v e r n e e d i t , b u t
i f y o u d o , y o u ’ re g l a d y o u
h a v e i t !

Please see ORGANIZE on P. 17



Page 8

Click on “Local News” at

Over 15 years of experience
Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife

Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation
Nuisance animal trapping

Call for an inspection TODAY!
7/23

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts
559-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

AArrttss  &&  CCrraaffttss  SSttuuddiioo  ••  BBiissqquuee  ••  WWoooodd  IItteemmss

7/
23

Appointment Only -- Give us a call!
Visit us at www.RanchosCraftersStudio.com
and Facebook “What’s Up in the Ranchos”
Contact us for SPECIAL GROUP PARTIES

NEVER a sitting fee • Walk-ins ALWAYS welcome

There  a re  seve ra l  r e s t au ran t s
in  F resno  tha t  o f f e r  Coconu t
Shr imp  on  the i r  Appe t i ze r  Menu .
Randy’s  family  loves  them and the
las t  t ime we were  a l l  ou t  toge ther ,
Randy  sugges t ed  I  f i nd  a  r ec ipe
for  them.

When  I  looked  them up ,  I
found  a lmos t  a s  many  Coconut
Shrimp recipes  as  there  are  Choco-
late  Cake recipes .  Well ,  maybe not
qu i te ,  bu t  i t  seemed  tha t  way .
There  were  rec ipes  us ing unsweet-
ened  coconut  bu t  add ing  sugar ,
then  another  one  us ing  sweetened
coconut ,  bu t  no  sugar .  Us ing  a
whole  egg  o r  jus t  the  egg  whi te .
Baked  o r  deep  f r i ed .  So  I  p icked
two,  and e i ther  one  sounds  good.

Crispy  Coconut  Shrimp
2  Pounds  Uncooked  Ext ra -

Large  Shr imp (16-20  per  pound)
Pee led  and  Deve ined  wi th  Ta i l
Lef t  On

½ C Cornstarch
¾ tsp .  Sal t
½ t sp .  Cayenne  Pepper  (op-

t ional )
3  Large  Egg Whites
2  C .  Unswee tened  Medium

Shred Coconut
2  ½ T Sugar
Vegetable  o i l  for  f ry ing
Place  corns ta rch ,  sa l t  and

cayenne  in  a  l a rge  z ip - lock  bag
and mix wel l .  Add shr imp to  bag,
seal  shut  and shake to  coat  evenly .
Set  as ide .

Us ing  a  fo rk ,  bea t  egg  whi tes
in  a  smal l  bowl  unt i l  f ro thy.  Place
coconut  and sugar  in  large shal low
bowl  or  p ie  d ish  and mix wel l .

Hold ing  each  shr imp by  the
ta i l ,  shake  o f f  excess  corns ta rch ,
d ip  in to  egg  whi tes  ( l e t  excess
dr ip  o f f )  then  d redge  in  coconut
mixture ,  turning to  coat  evenly  ( i f
sugar  d rops  to  the  bo t tom of  the
dish ,  move the  shr imp around so  i t
ge t s  coa ted  wi th  bo th  sugar  and
coconut )  P lace  sh r imp on  fo i l -

l ined  bak ing  shee t  in  a  s ing le
layer .  Cover  and  re f r ige ra te  un t i l
r eady  to  cook .  Th is  can  be  done
severa l  hours  ahead of  t ime.

Pour  enough oi l  in to  large non-
s t ick  pan to  reach depth  of  ½ inch,
hea t  over  h igh  hea t  un t i l  ho t .  To
tes t  i f  o i l  i s  hot  enough,  use  tongs
to  hold  one shr imp by the  ta i l  and
submerge i t  in  oi l ;  i f  i t  s izz les  and
crack les  i t  i s  r eady .  Work ing  in
batches so as  not  to  crowd the pan,
add shr imp to  hot  oi l  and f ry ,  turn-
ing  once ,  un t i l  go lden  b rown.  I t
shou ld  t ake  abou t  40-60  seconds
per  s ide;  i f  shr imp is  browning too
quickly  turn  hea t  down a  b i t .  Use
a  s lo t ted  spoon to  t ransfer  shr imp
to pla te  l ined wi th  paper  towels  to
dra in .  Ar range  shr imp on  p la t t e r
and  se rve  wi th  favor i t e  d ipp ing
sauce.

Skinny Coconut  Shrimp
1  Pound  (abou t  24)  Large

Shr imp Peeled and Deveined
½ C + 1  T Shredded Sweetened

Coconut
½ C + 1  T Panko Crumbs
2  T  Al l -Purpose  F lour  (you

may only  need 1  T)
1 Large  Egg
Pinch of  sa l t
Nonst ick  spray
Prehea t  oven  to  425 .  Spray  a

non-s t ick  baking sheet  wi th  cook-
ing spray

Combine coconut  f lakes,  panko
crumbs  and  sa l t  in  a  bowl .  P lace
the  f lour  on  a  smal l  d i sh .  Whisk
egg  in  ano ther  bowl .  L igh t ly  sea -
son  the  sh r imp wi th  sa l t .  Dip  the
shr imp in  the  f lour ,  shak ing  o f f
the  excess ,  then in to  the  egg,  then
into  the  coconut  mixture .

Lay shr imp on cookie  sheet  in
a  s ing le  l ayer ,  then  spray  top  o f
shr imp wi th  more  cook ing  spray .
Bake in  the  middle  of  the  rack for
10 minutes .  Turn shr imp over  and
cook another  6-7  minutes  or  unt i l
cooked  th rough .  Remove  f rom
oven  and  se rve  wi th  favor i t e  d ip -
ping sauce .

Sweet  and Sour Dipping Sauce
This  rec ipe  makes  abou t  one

cup
1 tsp .  Cornstarch
1/3  C White  Vinegar

by Jean Briner

Don’t Scrimp on Shrimp

E d i t o r ’s  N o t e : W i t h  t h e
p a s s i n g  o f  A u n t  J e a n ,  I
h a v e  d e c i d e d  t o  b r i n g  y o u  a
“ B e s t  O f ”  o f  h e r  r e c i p e s
o v e r  t h e  p a s t  1 0  y e a r s .
G o o d  r e c i p e s  a r e  t i m e l e s s
a n d  I  h o p e  y o u  e n j o y  t h e m
a l l  o v e r  a g a i n .

(July 2013)

ThePoopFairies.com

559-GOT-POOP
Yard Gate Safety • Sanitize/Deodorize • Waste Monitoring 

(559-468-7667) 7/
23

2 tsp .  Vegetable  o i l
2 /3  C  Unswee tened  P ineapp le

Juice
2 T Ketchup
3 T Brown sugar
Sal t  to  tas te
In  a  smal l  sauce  pan over

medium low heat ,  whisk  (us ing a
metal  whisk)  together  vinegar  and
cornstarch.  Add remaining ingredi-
ents  whisking constantly unti l  mix-
ture is  heated through.  If  you want
a thicker sauce than this,  dissolve a
quarter  tsp.  cornstarch in 1/8 to ¼
C cold water .  When dissolved,  s t i r
mixture into sauce and continue to
heat  and whisk  unt i l  sauce  th ick-
ens.

When  Caro lyn  was  younger
and  d idn’ t  have  a  boyf r iend  (Hi
Josh! ) ,  she  would  s tay  overn igh t
wi th  me on the  week-ends .  I  found
out  she  loved  vege tab le  t empura .
There  was  a  l i t t l e  Japanese  t ake-

out  res taurant  not  far  f rom me and
for  a  t rea t  we would  go over  there
and  ge t  our  d inner .  Th ink ing  i f
you  were  go ing  to  se rve  the  Co-
conut  Shr imp,  how about  do ing
some tempura  too?  I  found a  num-
ber  o f  r ec ipes  and  wi l l  t e l l  you
about  the  s imples t  of  them al l .  

Tempura Bat ter
1 ¼ C Al l -Purpose  Flour
12 oz .  Club Soda (  1  can)
Vegetable  o i l  for  f ry ing
In a  bowl large enough to  dip

the vegetables ,  mix together  the
flour and soda until  just  mixed, ok
for a few lumps. Pour oil into heavy
pot  or  ski l let  about  2 inches deep.
Heat on medium high heat until  375
degrees  on thermometer .  Dip veg-
etables  in  bat ter ,  shaking off  ex-
cess .  Working in  batches,  f ry
vegetables  unt i l  golden,  about  3

Please see RECIPES on P. 9
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chain link wood wrought iron

chain link • wood fence • wrought iron
privacy plus • gate operators

security windows • security doors • barbed wire

solar panels, and into fossil fuels.
Shell said it would expand its booming
liquified natural gas business while fo-
cusing other investments on “low car-
bon” technologies, including biofuels,
hydrogen, electric vehicle charging
and carbon capture and storage.

At the recent Indy 500 race, Shell
was proud to power INDYCARS with
100 percent renewable fuel. With the
debut of the new fuel developed by
Shell, the NTT INDYCAR SERIES be-
came the first United States-based mo-
torsports series to power racing with
100 percent renewable race fuel that
enables at least 60 percent greenhouse
gas emissions reduction compared to
fossil-based gasoline. Working to-
gether with INDYCAR engine suppli-
ers Chevrolet and Honda, the Shell 100
percent Renewable Race Fuel can meet
the demands of a race weekend with-
out any changes in performance.

Despite the urgency propelled by
the World Economic Forum, the
United Nations, the World Health Or-
ganization, the Paris Climate Agree-
ment, the World Bank and the Biden
administration, both Sweden’s Parlia-
ment and Shell are demonstrating that

stability and efficiency must come be-
fore ideology.

Today, there is an extremely dan-
gerous precedent being set by bank
boardroom decisions that can set en-
ergy policies with their Environmen-
tal, Social and Governance scorecard
system before investing in energy in-
frastructure. Those boardroom deci-
sions are allowing the investment
community to collude to reshape
economies and
lifestyles so that
they are in line
with the social and
political cause
preferences of
banks and other fi-
nancial institu-
tions. Unstable
and inefficient technologies, particu-
larly wind and solar power, have been
endorsed and implemented with the
noble goal of achieving, using exotic
minerals and metals, one hundred per-
cent renewable electricity from inter-
mittent breezes and sunshine.

The sourcing of raw materials is
an important consideration for renew-
able alternative electricity companies.
Due to the limited worldwide supply of
critical components used in many re-

newable goods and processes, such as
rare earth minerals and those used in
electrical components, mineral re-
sources disclosures around this topic
can create transparency in supply
chain management by covering the
management of risks associated with
the use of critical materials, and more
specifically, the environmental risks
associated with their supply chain.
Furthermore, human rights considera-

tions around the
production of
sourced materials
can be identified
for disclosure.
Such factors can
cover materials
sourced from
workforces where

forced labor or unsafe or harsh work-
ing conditions are employed.

The 2022 Pulitzer Prize-nominated
book Clean Energy Exploitations, pro-
vides transparency to the environmen-
tal degradation and humanity atrocities
occurring in developing countries min-
ing for those exotic minerals and met-
als to support the “green” movement.
Subsidies to purchase EVs are finan-
cial incentives encouraging further ex-
ploitation of yellow, brown and black

skin residents in developing countries.
An easy observation in our society

is that everything that needs electric-
ity, starting with the basic light bulb,
is made with oil derivatives manufac-
tured from crude oil, including all
electronics, all medical supplies and
all communications. Ridding the world
of oil, without a replacement in mind,
is immoral and evil, as extreme short-
ages will result in billions of fatalities
from diseases, malnutrition and
weather-related deaths.

In economic terms, the wealthier
countries’ climate hysteria is imposing
severe negative externalities on devel-
oping countries. Ethically, the West’s
climate obsession is immorally con-
demning present generations of im-
poverished peoples and nations to
continued perjury and early deaths in
the years ahead. Make no mistake, and
this ruse exists to enrich people in de-
veloped countries further while they
simultaneously exploit those in devel-
oping countries.

Congratulations to Sweden and
Shell for doing what’s best for the
health and well-being of the world’s
eight billion residents.

This article originally appeared at
cfact.org.

EDITORIAL cont. from P. 5

Ethically, the West’s climate
obsession is immorally con-
demning present generations of
impoverished peoples ...

minutes. Don’t put too many in oil
at one time as this will cause oil to
cool. Using a slotted spoon, remove
tempura to platter lined with paper
towels to drain and sprinkle with
salt.

You can use jus t abou t any
vegetable that comes from the gar-
den or farmers market . Broccol i or
cau l i f lower f lo re t s , eggp lan t , a l l
summer squash , car ro ts , pota toes ,
green beans , yams, onion sl ices or
even green onions .

Af te r I d id th i s on vege tab le
tempura , I thought how about f rui t
tempura? We have fruit fondue and
we gr i l l f ru i t as wel l as vege ta -
bles , so why not f rui t tempura?

The frui ts suggested are al l the
pi t ted frui t : pears , apples , bananas
and pineapple . Avoid the soft frui t
such as melons and s t rawberr ies .
However I did read one recipe that
used s t rawberr ies but i t sa id the
ber ry was squishy on the ins ide .
Al l the rec ipes sugges ted dipping
the s l iced f ru i t in f lour , shaking
off the excess before dipping in the
bat te r . Fry unt i l go lden then re-
move to paper towel - l ined pla t te r
and sprinkle with powdered sugar .

RECIPES cont. from P. 8
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Click on “Local News” at

Senior Report

“Summer Nights” Ice Cream Social at Ranchos/Hills Senior Center

WE’RE ON THE WEB!

www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com

Visit the Ranchos Independent’s own Website and get fully
downloadable back issues of the Ranchos Independent

(beginning with April 2006) Got a holding tank to fill?What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want towaste your preciouswell water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!
7/

23

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

B y M e l a n i e Wi l l i a m s

T h e s u m m e r m o n t h s a r e q u i c k l y p a s s i n g b y . W e a r e c e l e -
b r a t i n g t h e c o o l e r d a y s o f n i c e w e a t h e r a m i d s t o u r n o r m a l
d a y s o f h o t s u m m e r t i m e t e m p e r a t u r e s i n t h e R a n c h o s b y o f -
f e r i n g t h e c o m m u n i t y a n I c e C r e a m S o c i a l .

T h e R a n c h o s / H i l l s S e n i o r C e n t e r i s h o s t i n g a C o m m u n i t y
O p e n H o u s e e v e n t , “ S u m m e r N i g h t s ’ I c e C r e a m S o c i a l , ” o n
T u e s d a y , A u g . 2 2 f r o m 6 : 3 0 t o 8 : 3 0 p . m . A n y o n e 5 0 y e a r s
a n d o l d e r i s i n v i t e d . J o i n u s f o r s o m e d e l i c i o u s i c e
c r e a m a n d s e e a l l t h e w o n d e r f u l a c t i v i t i e s w e h a v e
g o i n g o n a t t h e S e n i o r C e n t e r e a c h m o n t h .

O u r n e w m e m b e r s a r e a l s o e n c o u r a g e d t o a t -
t e n d t h e I c e C r e a m S o c i a l a n d g e t t o k n o w
s o m e o f o u r m o r e “ s e a s o n e d ” m e m b e r s a t
t h e S e n i o r C e n t e r . W e a r e l o c a t e d a t 3 7 3 3 0
B e r k s h i r e D r i v e i n M a d e r a R a n c h o s . I f
y o u h a v e a n y q u e s t i o n s a b o u t t h e e v e n t ,
c a l l u s a t 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 8 6 4 .

T h e M o n t h l y S a l e a t t h e R a n c h o s / H i l l s
S e n i o r C e n t e r o n A u g . 5 i s f r o m 8 a . m . t o
n o o n . O u r T r e a s u r e H o u s e , B o u t i q u e a n d S c o u t
G a r d e n w i l l b e o p e n f o r t h e M o n t h l y S a l e .

I n A u g u s t , w e g i v e o u r s t e a d f a s t b a k e r s
a b r e a k f r o m b a k i n g i n t h e s u m m e r t i m e
h e a t , s o t h i s i s a N O B A K E S A L E o n A u g u s t
5 . D o n a t i o n s a r e w e l c o m e t o h e l p k e e p o u r b a k e r s a n d
b a k e d g o o d s c o m i n g b a c k f o r y o u r “ f a v s ” i n S e p t e m b e r .

M a r y T h o m p s o n a n d h e r g a r d e n i n g t e a m a r e w o r k i n g
h a r d t o r e p o t a n d m a i n t a i n p l a n t s t o l o o k t h e i r b e s t , s o
w a l k o v e r a n d c h e c k o u t t h e S c o u t G a r d e n o n A u g . 5 a t t h e
M o n t h l y S a l e . T h e S c o u t G a r d e n a l s o t a k e s p l a n t s w i t h r o o t s
a n d c u t t i n g s f r o m y o u r g a r d e n , i f t h e y a r e p r o t e c t e d f r o m d r y -
i n g o u t f r o m t h e s u m m e r h e a t . Y o u a r e e n c o u r a g e d t o c a l l t h e
S e n i o r C e n t e r b e f o r e d o n a t i n g p l a n t s , s o w e c a n c o n t a c t o u r
v o l u n t e e r g a r d e n e r s t o r e p l a n t a s n e e d e d . T h a n k y o u f o r a l l
t h e w o n d e r f u l d o n a t i o n s w e r e c e i v e f r o m t h e c o m m u n i t y t o
s u p p o r t o u r o u t r e a c h t o l o c a l s e n i o r s .

I n t e r e s t e d i n c a r d g a m e s ? E v e r y T h u r s d a y w e h a v e a g r o u p
w h o m e e t s t o p l a y t h e i r f a v o r i t e c a r d g a m e s . T h e y a r e a l w a y s
l o o k i n g f o r i n t e r e s t e d p l a y e r s t o j o i n . M e e t a t t h e S e n i o r C e n -
t e r a n y T h u r s d a y a t 1 2 : 1 5 p . m . f o r a g r e a t t i m e p l a y i n g c a r d s
a n d m e e t i n g p e o p l e .

I n c a s e y o u m i s s e d t h e n e w i n f o l a s t m o n t h , a l l t h e M a d e r a

R a n c h o s c o m m u n i t y s e n i o r s h a v e b e e n i n v i t e d t o a d d i t i o n a l
a c t i v i t i e s p r e s e n t e d b y M e l a n i e G l a s s a t t h e A r t G r o o v e
G a l l e r y i n R i v e r P a r k . B i n g o i s i n f u l l s w i n g a t t h e A r t
G r o o v e G a l l e r y o n t h e s e c o n d W e d n e s d a y o f e a c h m o n t h f r o m
4 t o 6 p . m . I f y o u l i k e p l a y i n g B i n g o , c o m e a n d j o i n o u r s e n -
i o r g r o u p o n A u g . 9 .

L o c a l j e w e l r y a r t i s a n s a r e h o s t i n g a j e w e l r y m a k i n g
c l a s s o n e v e r y f o u r t h W e d n e s d a y e a c h m o n t h f r o m 4

t o 6 p . m . A l l t h e j e w e l r y m a k i n g s u p p l i e s a r e p r o -
v i d e d . I f y o u a r e i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e j e w e l r y m a k i n g
c l a s s o n A u g . 2 3 a t t h e A r t G r o o v e G a l l e r y ,
p l e a s e s i g n u p a t t h e S e n i o r C e n t e r b y c a l l i n g u s

a t 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 8 6 4 .
W e a r e s t i l l o n t h e A r t G r o o v e G a l l e r y

s c h e d u l e e v e r y f i r s t W e d n e s d a y o f e a c h
m o n t h f o r t h e R a n c h o s / H i l l s S e n i o r C e n t e r
P a i n t P a r t y . T h e n e x t S e n i o r p a i n t c l a s s i s
o n A u g . 2 f r o m 2 t o 4 p . m . W e h e l p t o f a -

c i l i t a t e t h e p l a n n i n g p r o c e s s a t t h e A r t
G r o o v e G a l l e r y i f y o u s i g n u p t h r o u g h t h e
R a n c h o s / H i l l s S e n i o r C e n t e r . A L L S E N I O R S
i n t h e c o m m u n i t y a r e i n v i t e d t o t h e s e f r e e

e v e n t s . A b i g t h a n k y o u t o M e l a n i e G l a s s , d i -
r e c t o r o f t h e A r t G r o o v e G a l l e r y a t R i v e r P a r k

f o r p r o v i d i n g t h e s e w o n d e r f u l a c t i v i t i e s f o r l o c a l
s e n i o r s .

T h e R a n c h o s / H i l l s S e n i o r C e n t e r B i r t h d a y a n d A n -
n i v e r s a r y L u n c h e o n i s o n S a t u r d a y , A u g . 1 9 a t 1 1 : 3 0 a . m .

a t A p p l e b e e ’ s a t 8 4 3 0 N . F r i a n t R o a d i n F r e s n o . S i g n u p
a t t h e S e n i o r C e n t e r i f y o u w o u l d l i k e t o c e l e b r a t e w i t h t h e

S e n i o r C e n t e r m e m b e r s .
B r o w n B a g D a y i s W e d n e s d a y , A u g . 2 3 f r o m 1 0 a . m . t o 1

p . m . S i g n u p w i t h t h e M a d e r a F o o d B a n k t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e
B r o w n B a g S e n i o r P r o g r a m f o r A u g u s t t h r o u g h D e c e m b e r . A l l
s e n i o r s c a n p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e M a d e r a F o o d B a n k B r o w n B a g
P r o g r a m . Y o u c a n c a l l t h e S e n i o r C e n t e r f o r a p p l i c a t i o n f o r m s
a n d m a i l t h e m t o t h e M a d e r a F o o d B a n k .

M a k e s u r e t o c h e c k y o u r A u g u s t N e w s l e t t e r f o r u p c o m i n g
e v e n t s a t t h e R a n c h o s / H i l l s S e n i o r C e n t e r . I f y o u d o n ’ t r e -
c e i v e o u r m o n t h l y n e w s l e t t e r t h r o u g h e m a i l , y o u c a n d r o p b y
t h e S e n i o r C e n t e r a n d p i c k u p a c o p y a t t h e f r o n t d e s k .

B e s t w i s h e s t o a l l s t u d e n t s a t t e n d i n g B a c k t o S c h o o l a c t i v -
i t i e s a t t h e G o l d e n V a l l e y U n i f i e d S c h o o l s . W e h o p e y o u h a v e
a g r e a t s c h o o l y e a r .
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The Bookshelf

Exciting Summer Events at Library
By Jerrica Edmundson

Summer reading is coming to a close, but
we still have two exciting events left to par-
ticipate in, with many more chances to shop
at our LibraryLoot store for fun prizes. This
coming Thursday, June 20 we will have a fun
visit from Reptile Ron at 11 a.m., bringing a
mix of reptiles and furry friends for us to meet.
The final event will be in partnership with our
local Pizza Factory, where we will host a pizza
party and have ocean-themed crafts available
for everyone starting at noon. For the pizza
party, registration is required through our web-
site so that we can have a final headcount and
can properly prepare. This year has been an
overwhelming success, and it has been so
much fun seeing everyone for our in-person
events. We are so glad to be able to host these
events again in person and look forward to
keeping it up. We are eternally grateful to the
Friends of the Ranchos Library and the U.S.
Institute of Museum and Library Services for
making this possible.

Thanks to First Five of Madera, we have
had an amazing update to our children’s area,
making it more accessible and adding in fun
new aspects for kids to play with. While we
don’t have storytime right now, there are still
so many things to see in the library, and all in
a wonderfully climate-controlled environ-
ment. Every change made to the branch works
more toward increasing accessibility and I
truly feel that we are getting better each time
an adjustment is made.

Our branch is open Tuesday from 11 a.m.
to 6 p.m., Wednesday and Thursday from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m., and Friday and Saturday from
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. If you have any programs
you would like to see at the library, let us
know. We are always open to suggestions and
if we can make it happen, we will.

Jerrica’s Bookshelf: If We Were Vil-
lains – M. L. Rio

This is an interesting change of pace for
me, as a suspense/literary fiction novel. Rio

has created a
beautifully writ-
ten novel focus-
ing on the
relationships
between stu-
dents at a
highly com-
petitive clas-
s i c a l
conse rva -
tory, where
the main

characters are part
of the Shakespearean performance pro-
gram. Oliver is one of only seven in his
year, and these actors have worked together
through their four-year program, finally
making it into their final year and facing
the new challenges it brings. All seems like
a normal story until the perspective shifts
and we realize that the story is being told
from Oliver’s point of view as he recounts
the tale for a detective interviewing him
after his release from a 10-year prison sen-
tence for murder.

If We Were Villains is almost poetic in
its composition, with the author drawing
from Shakespeare’s own works to bring a
haunting story to light. I was so drawn into
the storyline it made me happy to deviate
from my usual reading fare.

The Madera Ranchos Library
37398 Berkshire Drive

559-645-1214
Sunday and Monday Closed

Tuesday 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday

11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Friday and Saturday

11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
www.MaderaCountyLibrary.org

Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting

Concrete Foundations & Flatwork7/23

7/
23
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•Fixed Monthly Costs - Remove the fear of unpredictable energy costs with a
consistent, monthly solar bill that you set!
• Transparent Billing - Stop paying outrageous hidden fees dumped on you by your
utility company and only pay for the energy you use.
• More money for the things you love - Been putting off that beach house vacation
or Caribbean cruise? With solar savings of up to 40%, you can afford the retreat you
deserve.

$1,200 average first year savings • 5 Star rating on Google • Kuubix Master Dealer • FREE Estimate

559-978-7448
6081 N 1st Street • Suite 101 • Fresno • info@solarbystellar.com

7/
23



www.The Ranchos.com

Page 13

7/
23



Click on “Local News” at

Page 14

7/
23

By Verlaine Elinburg

The Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce

represents our community

It is a known fact that every com-
munity thrives more often when its busi-
nesses are supported by the community
and the businesses support its commu-
nity. It is a two-way street. We as a com-
munity have the need to take care of our
own front and back yards, including the
health of our neighborhood. We, the
Ranchos Community and Southeast
Madera as a whole, are losing the battle
of that integration. The Southeast
Madera community is closing in on
5,000 homes and is on the precipice of a
major expansion. To meet the challenge,
we must look at how the expansion will
affect the quality of lifestyle locally.

It seems the Golden Valley Cham-
ber of Commerce is battling for its exis-
tence. A good example is the fact that
our Flatlander’s Parade, which has been

1146 Barstow #G • Clovis
559-797-2528

Caesar Dents
&&Auto Body Repair

If you’ve been involved in a wreck, you know there’s nothing worse. Will
your car be like it was? Will it cost an arm and a leg to fix? Will it take
forever? Call Caesar Dents. Estimates are always free, the work is
impeccable and the price just might surprise you.

Auto • Aircraft • Boats 7/
23

a standing pillar of our community’s
identification, was cancelled this year
due to inadequate participation and
community indifference. This year, our
children and folks did not have the op-
portunity to sit at curbside, celebrate
and enjoy the May parade, nor partici-
pate in the art and food festival booths
that have been operated by the Friends
of the Library support group that have
been going on for many years as part of
our community. I suggest we all try to
rehabilitate the Chamber of Commerce
and support it as a community pillar
with pride. 

As another way to make the Cham-
ber more visible, as in past years, an
Honorary Mayor’s Race is being held in
support of the Golden Valley Chamber
of Commerce and local non-profit or-
ganizations. Sommer Skov, Rigo Rivas
and Verlaine Elinburg are running. The
voting is a donation-based race with all
funds going 25 percent to the Chamber
and 75 percent to the candidate’s se-
lected charity organization. The winner
will be the one that is able to have the
most dollars donated on their behalf.

SEMCU is also securing a working
space at the Golden Valley Chamber
Office at 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C to be
more available to the community while
at the same time helping the Chamber

function. So now, instead of just being a
SEMCU telephone in “LaLa land,” we
will have a designated person and place
to go to for information or suggestions. 

The COVID-19 pandemic disrupted
many aspects of our lives, including the
ability to
connect with
each other
and partici-
pate in our
communi ty
a c t i v i t i e s .
The Ranchos
Library, for
example, is a
communi ty
center of
which we
and our chil-
dren can and
should take
advantage. Besides books, there are com-
puters for adults and children as well as a
space for meetings, but no communica-
tion system for Zoom type of meetings.
Our library is a community center with
the ability to connect us all. To improve

this condition, SEMCU is in the process
of donating and arranging with the
County and the Ranchos Library to install
equipment such as a television screen, a
microphone, a speaker and a WIFI con-
nection needed for teleconferences that

may be used
by everyone
in our com-
munity. 

Due to
C o v i d ,
S E M C U ’ s
m o n t h l y
m e e t i n g s
have been
carried on
s o l e l y
through tele-
con fe r enc -
ing. We
hope that as

we set up the new communication system
in the library, we will be able to re-estab-
lish more human contact for people who
are interested in participating. If you

Summer Skov Rigo Rivas
representing
Lucky Dog

Rescue

representing
Golden Valley

Chamber of Commerce

Verlaine Elinburg
representing

SEMCU
Community Organization

Honorary Mayor Voting
ends Tuesday, July 25 at 3 p.m.

Vote Early! Vote Often!

Please see SEMCU on P. 15
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645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at SSaayy  yyoouu  ssaaww  iitt  iinn

the Ranchos Independent

• All the paint on the Eiffel Tower weighs the
same as 10 elephants. 
• The actual grave of Mumtaz Mahal, for whom
the elaborate crypt known as the Taj Mahal was
built, is the only undecorated part of the famous
structure, due to a Muslim law dictating that
graves cannot be adorned, as this is seen as an
act of vanity.
• One ingredient in Ranch salad dressing is titanium dioxide, which is used to make it
look whiter. It's also the same ingredient that's used in sunscreen and paint for color-
ing.
• George Washington celebrated July Fourth by giving his soldiers a double ration of
rum.
• The Bagheera kiplingi spider, discovered in the 1800s, is the only species of spider
that has been classified as vegetarian.
• William Moulton Marston, who created the superheroine Wonder Woman, also de-
signed the first lie detector.
• The full name of the famous Chuck E. Cheese mouse is Charles Entertainment
Cheese.
• After the release of the 1996 film "Scream," which involved an anonymous killer
calling and murdering his victims, caller ID usage tripled in the United States.
• The longest-ever cricket test match, between England and South Africa, lasted more
than 12 days and finally came to a conclusion because the English team would have
missed their boat home.
• There's very little evidence the TSA has ever stopped a terrorist or found a real bomb.
When tested, they failed to find fake weapons and bombs 95% of the time.
• The island of Madagascar got its name when Marco Polo misspelled it.
• During the Second World War, German tank drivers would drive their vehicles over
camel droppings, thinking it would bring good luck.

Thought for the Day: "In the long run, the sharpest weapon of all is a kind and gentle
spirit." -- Anne Frank

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc. 

would like to help, or donate funds, they
can be made to SEMCU, earmarked
“Ranchos Library.” We are hoping to go
live as soon as all technical work is in
place with the help of the County Library
and becomes available for all to use.

In the SEMCU meeting you will get
to hear from speakers, make suggestions,
ask questions, share your feedback and
find out how you can get involved in up-
coming projects. Our meeting usually
lasts about one hour and takes place on
the third Monday of each month at 6 p.m.
To participate in the board’s conference
meeting VIA telephone or VIDEO, call
312-757-3121 and you will get prompted
to input the access code 715657949#

If you are a resident, landowner or a

business owner in Southeast Madera
County, you share common interest with
SEMCU. There are opportunities to be-
come a board member which will allow
you to be a part of the decision-making
process of a collaborative group of work-
ing individuals in SEMCU’s community.
It will be your opportunity to voice your
concerns and have an input on how issues
facing our community are handled.

SEMCU convenes for only one hour
on the third Monday of every month start-
ing at 6 p.m. The next meeting is Mon-
day, Aug. 21. To reach SEMCU for more
information or suggestions, call 559-363-
9095, reach us at www.semcu.org or by
email at info@semcu.org. 

SEMCU is “By the Community,
For the Community”

SEMCU cont. from P. 14

Richard “Rick” Denis Hodgson
May 23, 1954 -- June 25, 2023

Richard “Rick” Denis Hodgson, 69, of Madera, passed away on
June 25, 2023 at Hinds Hospice in Fresno.

Rick was born on May 23, 1954 in Lindsay to Laurance and Betty
Hodgson. He lived and attended school in Porterville and graduated
from Monache High School. He went on to further his education at
Fresno State. He met Michele in 1982 and they were married on Octo-
ber 19, 1985.

Rick worked as a Master Control Operator in the television indus-
try from 1985 until his retirement in 2019. He worked for KMPH and
Valley Public Television in Fresno. He was passionate about his music
but was especially an avid Grateful Dead fan. He loved camping with
the family, being outdoors and frequent trips to Bass Lake and Morro
Bay.

Rick is survived by his wife of 37 years, Michele; daughter
Amanda Reed, her husband, Austin and granddaughters Mackenzie
and Maddison; son Ryan Hodgson and future daughter-in-law, Aurora
Escott; brother Mike Hodgson and his wife, Cindy.

In Memoriam
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Kiwanis Looking Ahead to the Fall
Kiwanis Korner

JUNE 2023

Median Listing Price
$532K

Median Days on Market
30

Median Sold Price
$527K

Median Price/SF Sold
$254

Data based on the
Fresno County MLS

Thinking of buying or selling a home?
Don’t know where to start?

Call or contact us.

Mary Avigliano
559-367-7264

mary@ironkeyrealestate.com
REALTOR® • DRE 02093132

Jessica Gonzales
559-408-1784

jess@ironkeyrealestate.com
REALTOR ® • DRE 02136161

WE GOT YOU!

7/
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“Real estate is
my life! I make
your real estate

dreams a reality.”

7/
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“Put my experience, knowledge, service and professionalism to work for you.”

Integrity, Dedication, Results
www.homesmartpva.com/mfoto • DRE #01454566

559-250-6740 • mfotorealtor@gmail.com

By Sally Rowden

Mid-July and that summer sun is
shining with all its strength, though
our meetings have us talking and plan-
ning for those upcoming fall months.

Be on the lookout in August and
September for our BBQ Raffle Basket
to be on display at different sites on
Avenue 12. Members accompanying
the basket will be selling raffle tickets
at six for $5. Our designer, Ollia
Ridge, creates baskets that have an
endless bottom of surprises. I know
firsthand as I won last year’s Easter
Basket Raffle. The winning ticket will
be pulled the beginning of September.
All fundraising monies go toward our
many school projects we support
throughout the school year.

Our Christmas Tea is in the plan-
ning stages, so put a “Save the Date”
on your calendar of Nov. 18 to attend.
I can share that the event will be held
locally, provide a tasty luncheon, nu-
merous door prizes and raffle prizes.
Only 60 spaces will be available so
watch for further details in our future
articles in the Ranchos Independent.

As I’ve shared often, the Kiwanis
Club of Madera Ranchos fundraises
for the children of our communities.
Our communities center on the
Golden Valley Unified School Dis-
trict, comprised of Liberty High
School, Ranchos Middle School,
Riverstone Elementary, Sierra View
Elementary and Webster Elementary.
We are currently planning school
projects for the 2023-2024 academic
year, though we would sincerely like
to hear from you, the community, with
ideas on what you see as vital and im-
portant for our children. Possibly you
have ideas focusing on our youngest
children in our community, newborn
through five years of age. We wel-
come all suggestions and input. What
would you like to see in our commu-
nities that benefit all our children?
Send any and all ideas to rowden-

sally2@gmail.com or visit us at one
of our meetings at Second Son Brew
at 37167 Ave. 12 #4C at 6:30 p.m.
every second and fourth Thursday of
the month. It would be fantastic to
hear from you or have you give us a
visit.

I’m going to take this opportunity
of the slow, lazy months of summer to
share my insight on becoming a Ki-
wanian. I worked close to 30 years in
education in Fresno. I lived primarily
in the Madera Ranchos during that
time, being focused on my career for
the children of Fresno County. Upon
retirement, I promised myself that I
would get involved in my local com-
munity. A longtime friend in the Ran-
chos encouraged me to join the
Kiwanis Club of Madera Ranchos. I
knew little of the club and I knew lit-
tle of Kiwanis, but I decided to join.
At my installation as a member, I was
told I had 15 minutes to share myself.
Then, from that point on, being a Ki-
wanian wasn’t about me … it was
about the children. I was extremely
impressed with this tradition. I’ve
learned of the worldwide projects,
events and happenings that Kiwanians
do for children. I’ve seen firsthand
what our local Kiwanis provide and
what other Kiwanians have provided
from the 11 clubs in District 5 serving
the counties of Fresno and Madera.
Kiwanis Division 5 is a part of the
California-Nevada-Hawaii (Cal-Nev-
Haw) District of Kiwanis Interna-
tional. I’m sincerely enjoying being a
Kiwanian for our Madera Ranchos
that houses the Golden Valley Unified
School District and touches the chil-
dren and families of Bonadelle,
Madera Ranchos and Riverstone.

Continue to enjoy the rest of your
summer months and remember …
“Some of the best memories are made
in flip flops.” – Kellie Elmore

Time for a HOME change?
Let ME help you.

Ana Marie Sherwood, Realtor®

asherwood@guarantee.com
DRE LIC. #01894032

GUARANTEE
REAL ESTATE

A Berkshire Hathaway Affilliate

555599--990033--00885555
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www.RanchosKiwanis.com

    Real Estate
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... IN THE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT

7/23



www.The Ranchos.com

Page 17

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
the Ranchos Independent

When comple t e , conf i rm wi th
y o u r a g e n t t h a t y o u r p o l i c y i s
a d e q u a t e t o c o v e r t h e r e p l a c e -
m e n t v a l u e r a t h e r t h a n c a s h
v a l u e o f y o u r b e l o n g i n g s . A l s o ,
i n q u i r e a b o u t s u b - l i m i t s a s s o m e
p o l i c i e s h a v e c o v e r a g e l i m i t s ,
i . e . , t h e f t c o v e r a g e f o r j e w e l r y
a n d w a t c h e s . I n t h i s c a s e y o u
m a y n e e d t o d o a n a d d - o n t o e n -
s u r e y o u ’ l l r e c e i v e t h e i r f u l l
v a l u e .

F i n a l l y , u p l o a d y o u r h o m e
i n v e n t o r y d i g i t a l f i l e s o r v i d e o
t o a n e m a i l f o l d e r o r c l o u d s t o r -
a g e . Y o u m a y a l s o t r a n s f e r t h e m
t o a f l a s h d r i v e a n d / o r e x t e r n a l

h a r d d r i v e . K e e p o n e o f f - s i t e .
M a k e c o p i e s o f t h e p a p e r i n -

v e n t o r y s h e e t s / p h o t o s / r e c e i p t s
a n d c r e a t e a n d l a b e l t w o b i n d e r s .
Keep one and p lace the o the r in a
s a f e d e p o s i t b o x o r a t t h e h o m e
o f a t r u s t e d f r i e n d o r f a m i l y
m e m b e r .

Upda te when s ign i f i can t
changes are made . A home inven-
to ry i s k ind o f l i ke in su rance –
you hope you never need i t , bu t i f
you do , you’ re g lad you have i t !

Contact Organized by Choice at
P.O. Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729, call
559-871-3314 or email info@orga-
nized bychoice.com. You can vis i t
www. organizedbychoice.com when
you go online.

ORGANIZE cont. from P. 7

Madera County Waste Study wait times for housing allowed homeless
encampments to proliferate, frustrating
local residents – as they have in California.
So, the city in 2018 began a push to “de-
commission” homeless camps. Now, for-
mer homeless camps dot the landscape –
grassy strips by the side of the road or
patches of dirt under overpasses that used
to hold dozens of tents, but now are empty
and circled by chain-link fences.

How homeless camps are removed is
one of the most contentious issues of the
homelessness debate in California. Though
the Boise ruling prevents cities in the
Golden State from clearing camps without
offering the occupants shelter, activists say
many people aren’t given options that work
for them. Some people may not be willing
to give up a beloved pet in exchange for a
bed in an animal-free shelter, for example,
while others may have mental health con-
ditions that make it hard to sleep in a
crowded room. As a result, they instead
scatter throughout the streets, losing con-
tact with their caseworkers.

In Houston, when it’s time to clear a
camp, outreach workers spend a month or
more getting to know the occupants and fig-
uring out what they need. Anyone they
can’t immediately house generally is of-
fered a spot in the city’s 100-bed navigation
center, which opened in January.

The navigation center is a big step up
from traditional shelters where dozens of
people sleep together, occupants have to
leave early each morning, and residents
often see no discernable path to long-term
housing. At the navigation center, people
sleep four to a room, can bring pets, and
during the day can relax in a comfy living
room with TVs, a pool table and snacks.
Entire encampments move into the center
at once, allowing people to maintain close
friendships forged on the streets.

“They make you realize you’re some-
body again,” said 51-year-old Terry Hardi-
son, who has been homeless off and on
since 1999. He was living under a bridge
before coming to the navigation center. On
a recent Saturday afternoon, he sat on the
couch in the center’s common room, watch-
ing “G.I. Joe” on the T.V. with friends.

But with only 100 beds, the navigation
center can’t come close to accommodating
everyone. People Darden meets on the
street constantly ask how they can get in.
He has to tell them the hard truth: Most
often, they can’t.

For those lucky enough to get a spot,
there’s one big way the navigation center
differs from a regular shelter: It gets people
into permanent housing.

Of the 57 occupants who moved
through the navigation center since it

opened, as of early May, 91 percent went
into permanent housing – and it generally
takes just 30 days. Navigation center clients
are bumped up to the top of Houston’s
housing waitlist.

California also has navigation centers,
but they haven’t been nearly as successful
because there’s often no direct path from
there into long-term housing. San Fran-
cisco’s largest center, for example, reported
just 8 percent of the people who left its pro-
gram ended up in permanent housing last
year.

This article originally appeared on cal-
matters.org and was edited for length from
the original.

HOMELESS cont. from P. 3

Madera County is conducting a solid
waste management study to help identify
solid waste management options that sup-
port and align with community values
while complying with state regulations.

The study’s aim is to identify ways to
improve the solid waste system in a man-
ner that is consistent with community
goals and in compliance with state regu-
lations. These studies can include an
analysis of current waste manage-
ment practices, identification of
alternative methods and an
assessment of the economic,
social and environmental
impacts of different waste
management options.

To achieve the in-
tended goals of the study,
Madera County is using a
consultant, Raftelis. According
to their website, Raftelis helps local gov-
ernments and utilities by providing man-
agement consulting to help local
governments and utilities. They claim to
have helped more than 600 organizations
in the last year alone in areas of manage-
ment consulting regarding finance, as-
sessment, communications, technology,
executive recruitment and strategic plan-

ning. Their expertise is purported to have
helped local governments across the na-
tion in conducting planning studies,
specifically in the area of solid waste
management programs.

Madera County’s solid waste pro-
gram is required by code to provide in-
corporated, and unincorporated areas in
the County, like the Madera Ranchos,
solid waste handling services. But the

question is raised about how well is
the system working and can it

be improved? And all while
remaining in compliance
with state regulations.

Madera County’s
solid waste management
study that began in early

2023 will proceed through
late summer in an attempt to

gather comprehensive input from
the community, identify what works

among our neighboring counties and
come away with solid waste program rec-
ommendations to meet the service needs
of Madera County communities while
complying with state regulations.

The results and recommendations of
the study will be made public at its con-
clusion.

SUDOKU
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Today!
The Ranchos Independent

RRAANNDDYY  BBAAIILLEEYY
for MORE sales tomorrow, call

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Equipment

• Supplies
• Residential

• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial
• Locally Owned

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal

Color Matching

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call
41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS

All Makes & Models

J.H. SandersGeneral & Custom Auto
Service & Repairs

559-645-1578

Call Gina
at 559-289-3401

email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Covering
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valleycall Mag Anaya Jr.

559-974-1357Ranchos
Resident

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance

Weekly & monthly service 
(not a licensed contractor)

commercial, residential
and industrial landscaping

info@TouchOfGreenLandscape.us

CA LIC. #934774

559-242-6352call

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts
559-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

AArrttss  &&  CCrraaffttss  SSttuuddiioo  ••  BBiissqquuee  ••  WWoooodd  IItteemmss

Jose Lopez
559-779-0401
call

Lic. #1042108

DRIVEWAYS•SIDEWALKS•COMMERCIAL•RESIDENTIAL

HAIRCUTS

37184 AVE. 12 #104
(behind Pizza Factory)

439-2004

$15
Seniors Thursdays ONLY $13!

674-1663
ssaammee  ddaayy  sseerrvviiccee

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting 

INVEST IN YOUR
EXISTING PROPERTY!
For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

10878 HWY 41 • 559-645-4849
www.bedrockeng.com

559-363-9095
3rd Monday of the month • 6 p.m.
37191 Ave. 12, Madera Ranchos

“For the
community,

by the
community.”

SEMCU
““SSeerrvviiccee  yyoouu  ccaann  ttrruusstt,,
pprriicceess  yyoouu  ccaann  aaffffoorrdd..””

645-5324
The ONLY

locally owned
propane company

in the Ranchos

559-481-6875
37193 Ave. 12 #3H

info@acts176.com

Madera Ranchos

36754 AVE. 12 •Madera Ranchos

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

660-5262

7355 N. Palm #100
Fresno

NorthwestPediatricMedicalGroup.com

“Right off
of Highway 41
at Friant.”

559-271-6302

We’re
Accepting

NEW Patients

559-479-4113
CA #441782•www.chadstrucking.com

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL
SAND & GRAVEL• CRUSHED ROCK
FILL DIRT•TOP SOIL•HUMUS•BARK
CHIPS•RIVER ROCK•BASE ROCK

ROCK DUST•COBBLESTONES
DRIVEWAY  BASE

CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP

Commercial/Residential
ALSO specializing in finish

carpentry & handyman services

tile • hardwood • laminate • LVP

Expert installation • over 30 yrs experience

NEW FLOORS 
IN YOUR HOME!

559-994-5908
FREE ESTIMATES! Lic. #591468   

The Ranchos
Independent 

Put

to work for you.
CALL 645-0634

Today!

Get Involved!

645-4001
2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m.

37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

Now Is The Time To
Shed Those

Unwanted Pounds!

Lose Weight NOW!

DIET
WORLD

MEDICAL
GROUP

Quick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!

224-6744
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Have friends or family
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are
you moving but you

still want to keep in touch
with what’s happening in the

Madera Ranchos?

to the Ranchos Independent

37167 Ave. 12, #5C
Madera, CA 93636

SUBSCRIBE!

local news • local events • local happenings
editorial • games • real estate • columns
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SPREAD THE NEWS!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@yahoo.com
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Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent 
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Classified
Carpet Cleaning
Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley
Chamber member. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-676-0760.

Child Care
Excellent Child Care - 30+ years of
experience. Your home or mine.
Evenings after 5 p.m. and weekends.
Call and interview me! Call Diane
Whetsel at 559-645-5903.

Chimney Sweep
Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove in-
serts, pellet stoves and fireplaces.
Also clean clothes dryer vents.

REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY,
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332.

Gutter Services
The Gut ter Doctor spec ia l i z ing
in bo th con t inuous and s tanda rd
ra in gu t t e r s . Genera l Con t rac to r .
Repa i r Main tenance . 26 yea r s
work ing in the a rea . Cal l 5 5 9 -
9 0 8 - 0 7 5 9 .

Housecleaning
O v e r 4 0 y a r s o f e x p e r i e n c e -
R e f e r e n c e s a v a i l a b l e - L u p e ’ s
H o u s e C l e a n i n g , r e s i d e n t i a l ,
o n e - t i m e s e r v i c e , m o v e -
i n s / m o v e - o u t s , w i n d o w s , c o n -
s t r u c t i o n c l e a n u p .
L u p e P r a d o 2 5 @ y a h o o . c o m .

5 5 9 - 7 1 0 - 0 6 9 2 o r 6 5 0 - 7 7 1 -
2 9 1 5 .

Property Clean Up
P r o p e r t y c l e a n u p , l a n d s c a p e
maintenance and tree tr imming
- F R E E E S T I M A T E S . P r o f e s -
s iona l and re l i ab l e . Cal l Er ic a t
559-903-3757 .

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLING PICKUP - AmericanMade
Direct/Kids4recycling offers free
pickup of newspaper, shredded
paper, all household plastic, glass,
aluminum and tin cans (containers
DON’T need to be CRV). Metal
haul away and cleanups available
also! 80% return back to commu-
nity! Call Dianna at 559-999-6832.

Tractor/Trenching Services
BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST-
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Ro-
totilling - Mowing - Scraping - Stump
Grinding. Call John at 908-1066.

Window Cleaning Services
Most windows $5 inside/out -
Screen, track, sills. Remove hard
water stains on home windows, shower
doors and car windows. Cobweb re-
moval too. Fully insured.

Call Nick at 285-1723. Free esti-
mates.

©2023 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

The idea of Go Figure is to ar-
rive at the figures given at the
bottom and right-hand columns
of the diagram by following the
arithmetic signs in the order
they are given (that is, from left
to right and top to bottom). Use
only the numbers below the di-
agram to complete its blank
squares and use each of the
nine numbers only once.

36754AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTOACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

7/23

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

TTOO  AADDVVEERRTTIISSEE  ccaallll  555599--664455--00663344

• They say a picture is worth a thousand
words, but in today's digital age, storing and
displaying our treasure trove of images can
take some craft work. For a lovely, cheap
display, find frames of varying designs in
secondhand stores. Remove the glass and
lay them out on newspaper. Spray-paint
them all the same color and, when dry,
frame and hang your favorites in a very co-
hesive grouping! • "When on vacation, it's really easy to take hundreds of pic-
tures, but when you upload them to the computer, it's hard to find the gems in
the mass of files. Spend some time each day reviewing the pictures on your
camera, and delete the redundant ones and pics that are obviously not keepers."
-- E.L. in Illinois • "When my sisters and I get together (there are five of us), we
each bring a flash drive with about 50 good, recent family pictures. One sister
is a technical whiz, and she put all the pictures together and loads them back on
the flash drives, labeled with the date. And then we all watch a picture slideshow
together and share our stories." -- G.B. in Georgia • Save your favorite family
photos to a disk and give a copy to a trusted friend. That way, if anything should
happen to your computer/home/etc., you'll still have those pictures. • "My
mother-in-law has a digital photo frame, and about every six months we send
her a new flash drive to plug into the back of it. She does not have a computer,
so she enjoys the picture show and can go back to the old pictures as well when-
ever she wants just by plugging a different drive into the frame. What a great
way to share photos with a different generation." -- A.T. in Missouri • 

Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc. 
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Keep a lid on your temper, despite attempts by someone trying
to goad the Sheep into flaring up. Staying cool helps put your adversary into a deep freeze.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) All you Ferdinands and Fernandas need to take time to smell the
flowers. You've worked hard. Now, stop and indulge yourself with the vacation you so richly deserve.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) There's good news for single Geminis who feel incomplete without
someone special in their lives. A peek at Cupid's checklist reveals that a Scorpio or Virgo will soon
be knocking on your door.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Don't fret if things at work might be going too slowly for you.
Everything's on track. Meanwhile, gather your family and friends for a lovely summer outing.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) You might feel you're being virtuous dedicating all this time to your
project. But a little time off for summer fun with loved ones will help you relax and refill your
energy reservoir.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Your emotions might mislead you, but not your instincts.
Do what you know to be right, even if you'd rather make other choices. Time will show that you
chose well.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) This could be a good time to reevaluate some of the
business decisions you've made during the past several months. A new advisor offers some much-
needed counsel.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) A personal challenge involving someone close to you
needs precisely the kind of courage and honesty you can bring to the situation. Go to it -- and
good luck.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Continue to build your self-confidence by taking
additional steps to assert your rights. Cheer up. The process gets easier with each clear-cut victory.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Despite your keen Capricornean sense of what's right
and what's not, you still need facts to back up suspicions about a co-worker. Bide your time. The
truth will come out.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) A relationship you hope to save might seem too far
gone to be rescued. But continue working with your partner to try to mend the misunderstanding.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) You need to keep your emotional side in check and let your
logical self sort out the problem that threatens a longtime association. Expect some hidden truths
to be revealed.

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

You can be extravagant and frugal, almost at the same time. But
whatever you do and whenever you do it, you do it with style and gusto.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk
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1. TELEVISION: What is the name of Saman-
tha's mother in the "Bewitched" comedy se-
ries? 2. MOVIES: What is the name of the
shark-hunting boat in the film "Jaws"? 3. SCI-
ENCE: What is the most lethal consumed
plant in the world? 4. ANIMAL KINGDOM:
What is a female goat called? 5. U.S. PRESI-
DENTS: Who served as vice president in
Abraham Lincoln's first term as president? 6.
FOOD & DRINK: What kind of alcohol is tra-
ditionally used in a drink called a sidecar? 7.
LITERATURE: What city is the primary set-
ting for Shakespeare's "Romeo and Juliet"? 8.
ASTRONOMY: Which planet in our solar
system was the first to be explored by a space
probe launched from Earth? 9. MUSIC: In
what year did MTV launch? 10. GEOGRA-
PHY: Where is the famous St. Basil's Cathe-
dral located?

1.Endora.
2.TheOrca.
3.Tobacco.
4.Adoeornanny.
5.HannibalHamlin.
6.Brandy.
7.Verona,Italy.
8.Venus(Mariner2).
9.1981.
10.Moscow,Russia.

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.
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1."Ain'tNoSunshine,"byBillWithersin
1971.He'dintendedtowriteanotherverse
insteadofallthe"Iknow"phrasesbutwas
talkedintoleavingitalone.2.Norman
Greenbaum,in1969.Greenbaumsaidhe
wasinspiredbywatchingWesternsontel-
evisiontowritethesong.3.Fromtwode-
tectivesinthecomicstrip"The
AdventuresofTintin,"wholookedalike
butwerenottwins.TheThompsonTwins
groupwasneveraduo,butrangedfrom
threetosevenmembers.4.SweetDreams,
in1983.TheyrepresentedtheUnited
Kingdom.5."TheHawaiianWedding
Song,"byAndyWilliams,in1958.The
songwasalsocoveredbyBrookBenton,
ElvisPresleyandothers.Theoriginal
song,"KeKaliNeiAua"("WaitingThere
forThee"),waswrittenin1926by
CharlesE.King,aHawaiianlegislator
andsongwriter.

1. Which song includes the phrase, "I
know" over 20 times? 2. Who wrote and
released "Spirit in the Sky"? 3. Where did
the Thompson Twins get their name? 4.
Who sang "I'm Never Giving Up" in a Eu-
rovision contest? 5. Name the song that
contains these lyrics: "I will love you
longer than forever, Promise me that you
will leave me never."

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.



UUnnttiill  ffuurrtthheerr  nnoottiiccee,,  tthhee
rreegguullaarr  SSEEMMCCUU  mmeeeettiinnggss  wwiillll
ttaakkee  ppllaaccee  vviiaa  tteelleeccoonnffeerreennccee..
Our next meeting is Monday, August 21 at 6 p.m.

PPlleeaassee  lleett  uuss  kknnooww  iiff  yyoouu  hhaavvee  aannyy  qquueessttiioonnss..

7/
23

AAnnyyoonnee  wwiitthh  DDoommeessttiicc  WWeellll
oorr  WWaatteerr  QQuuaalliittyy  PPrroobblleemmss

If you are experiencing domestic well or water
quality  problems,  contact  “Self -Help Enter-
prises.” Qualified people may have a water tank
installed or have bottled water delivered, or have
work done on a new or existing well. Call Drought
Support at 559-820-1685 or contact them at
droughtsupport@ selfhelpenterprises.org.

The teleconference number is 312-757-3121
and the Access Code is 715-657-949.


