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By Heather Hiatt

Two Liberty Ranchos All-Star Teams Wrapped Up
Winning Baseball Seasons

Two talented groups of boys from the Madera Ranchos were
selected from their Spring Cal-Ripken baseball teams to represent
the Liberty Ranchos Baseball League on the Under 10 and Under
12 All-Star Teams. They have spent the last two months compet-
ing in multiple individual games and three tournaments, including
the State Tournament that was held in held in Visalia.

The Under 10 All-Stars amassed a record of 11-6 over this pe-
riod with semi-final appearances in both the Central Cali Express
Tournament and Mid-Summer Bash Tournament, held in Raisin
City. The Under 12 All-Stars finished 17-2 and battled their way to
first place titles at both the Central Cali Express and Mid-Summer
Bash tournaments, as well as appeared in the quarter finals at the
State tournament.

A big thank you goes out to the coaches, parents, the Navarro
family and other generous sponsors for their support.

The Under 10 All
Stars were coached by
coaches Nathan Vick
and Jed Webster in the
back.

The players con-
sisted of , from left, Alex
Simpson, Charlie Vick,
Gage Tharp, Austyn
Johnson, Aiden Ro-
driguez, Nate Bolaños,
Gannon Webster, David
Nolasco, Hyde Ket-
cham, Cesar Medina,
Bobby "Jax" Williamson
and Edgar Zamora.

For the Under 12
All Stars, coaches in the
back row, from left, are
Mark McCullough,
Austin Graham, Samuel
Meon, Mario Navarro,
Eric Debuck, Cole Mc-
Cullough, Blayz
Ketcham and Head
Coach Pete Bilskey

In the front row,
from left, are Jace Huck-
abay, Emiliano Salazar,
Shane Alesi, Brody Von-
Flue, Weston Hiatt,
Henry Bilskey and
Coach Nick VonFlue.

Rebecca Martinez, County Clerk-
Recorder and Registrar of Voters for
Madera County, announced that a Consol-
idated Statewide General Election will be
held on Tuesday, Nov. 8, 2022. The fol-
lowing offices are scheduled to appear on
that ballot:

FEDERAL AND STATE OFFICES
Governor
Lieutenant Governor
Secretary of State
Controller
Attorney General
Treasurer
Insurance Commissioner
Member, State Board of Equalization,
District 1
United States Senator (Full Term)
United States Senator (Partial/Unexpired
Term)
US Representative in Congress, Districts 5
& 13
State Senator, Districts 4 & 14
Member of the Assembly, Districts 8 & 27

State Superintendent of Public Instruction
JUDICIAL OFFICES

Justices of the California Supreme Court
(5) (Cantil-Sakauye, Jenkins, Liu, Guer-
rero, Groban)
Justices of the Fifth District Court of Ap-
peals (3) (Hill, Levy, Detjen)
Judge of the Superior Court, Office 2
(Collet)
Judge of the Superior Court, Office 3
(Vogt)

COUNTY OFFICES
Supervisor, District 1 (Run-off)

SCHOOL DISTRICT OFFICES –
GOVERNING BOARD MEMBER

Chawanakee Unified School District –
Areas 1, 2 & 3
Golden Valley Unified School District –
Areas 1, 2 & 4

The following are the filing periods
associated with becoming a candidate at
that election:

Primary is Over, Now What?

Please see VOTE on P. 3

A man was killed on the last day of June
on Avenue 12 and Road 34 ½ in the Madera
Ranchos, and a woman in the same car had
her arm severed
in a three-car
crash. The
Madera County
Coroner later
revealed that
the victim was
Nicolas Rente-
ria, 25, of
Madera.

The Cali-
fornia High-
way Patrol reported that the accident
occurred at approximately 2:15 p.m. on
Thursday, June 30 near the intersection of
Avenue 12 and Road 34 ½. Reports indicate
that Renteria and a woman were in a Saturn
Ion heading east when they tried to pass a
Dodge Caliber. For reasons unknown, the
Ion sideswiped the Caliber causing the Cal-
iber to spin out of control. Renteria’s Saturn

responded to the impact, deflected directly
into the path and collided head-on with a
Chevrolet Traverse. As a result of the impact,

the Traverse
overturned and
Renteria and the
woman were
ejected from the
Saturn as the re-
sult of the im-
pact with the
Traverse. They
were rushed to
Madera Com-
munity Hospi-

tal, but Renteria died from his injuries. The
woman also suffered injuries that included
broken bones and a severed arm. A woman
and two children who were in the Chevrolet
traverse also went to the hospital and were
treated for complaints of pain.

The California Highway Patrol has not
reported yet who they believe was at the
wheel of the Saturn.

Grisly Wreck on Avenue 12 and 34 1/2
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GO
HAWKS!

Join us in supporting our
LIBERTY HIGH HAWKS

this season and all year long
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Letters
Dear Editor:

I’m really sick and tired of the dog and
pony show “investigation” of the January
6th protest in Washington. Where was the
Demoncrats’ outrage when the cities of
Seattle, Portland, K.C., Minneapolis and
others were held hostage by domestic ter-
rorists who looted, burned, attacked inno-
cent bystanders, destroyed entire
neighborhoods, businesses and lives, for
more than a year? Now, they start a colos-
sal manhunt for the patriots who marched
in protest of an election stolen with fake
mail-in ballots! The only death was an un-
armed female veteran who was shot by a
Park Service “door rattler.” The protesters
occupied the capitol buildings briefly, but
those buildings belong to WE THE PEO-
PLE, not the politicians we allow to use
them, primarily for their own financial gain.
There was no arson, no police cars de-
stroyed, no businesses looted, no graffiti on
the hallowed halls of corruption, yet the
manhunt goes on, and the kangaroo court
convenes with lies and the misrepresenta-
tion of a civil protest that our constitution
protects as an “insurrection,” while STILL
ignoring the domestic terrorism that served
their agenda so well!

In the two years this illegitimate “lead-
ership” has been squatting in the White
House, they’ve managed to bring back the
1918 pandemic, the 1929 depression, the
1968 race riots and the 1973 gasoline crisis
all at once.

C.L. Cake
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:
You wouldn’t think a fire could be an

answer to prayer.
We recently moved to the Ranchos

looking for a new start. After unexpectedly
losing my husband three years ago and our
kids having to grieve in isolation during
Covid, we moved to the Ranchos for com-
munity and to be closer to family. With the
kids enrolled in Webster, Liberty and join-
ing Thrive Church, things started to get
back on track. But to be quite honest, the
days still seemed long and lonely at times.

In prayer I sought the Lord, “Have I
been left alone?” and in His providence He
answered by burning our house down.

I wasn’t alone when the motorcycle
driver stopped to turn off the gas or a neigh-
bor made sure my kids and dogs were out
safely. I wasn’t alone in the days that fol-
lowed as the Ranchos Facebook group sent
prayers and well wishes, as the Ranchos
Liberty Cafe fed us. My parents and sib-
lings gave us help to get clothes and toi-
letries. Family made sure Lizzy had
everything she needed for softball. Com-
munity provided for Benny to start football.
Tomahawks family provided equipment so
Sammy didn’t miss a day of baseball. EKC,
my employer, was and continues to be com-
pletely supportive. We also had offers of
furniture and linens, so many donations on
Go Fund Me.

This community is beyond amazing. I
just wanted to say thank you from the four
of us. We are rebuilding and looking for-
ward to being back to normal in a year or
so, and back to where we can be there for
you during your hard times too. Our family
will always remember your kindness and I
will always remember that you were the an-
swer to my prayers.

The Acosta Family
Madera Ranchos

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

7/22 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TTIIRREEDD  OOFF  PPAAYYIINNGG
FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at
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Did Conservative Justices Lie?

“The one lesson of
WorldWar II,

the one lesson
of nazism, is

that freedom
must always
be stronger
than totali-

tarianism and
that good

must always
be stronger
than evil. ”

Guest Editorial

By Rich Lowry

Progressives tell themselves that
they've been undone by a series of
dirty deeds, including the alleged de-
ceit of conservative justices who lied
to the U.S. Senate about their commit-
ment to preserving Roe v. Wade.
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez believes
that impeachment proceedings should
be in play. What the perjury case
against the justices in the Dobbs ma-
jority lacks is any evidence of assur-
ances made under oath or otherwise
that they would vote to uphold a ruling
of the court that had, justly, been
under withering assault since it was
handed down 50 years ago.

Any judge who considers himself
or herself an originalist was going to
believe that Roe was bad law because
there wasn't remotely colorable warrant
for it under the Constitution. There
might have been varying views on what
deference was owed to precedent, or
other tactical questions; there wasn't
any meaningful disagreement on the
core matter. The nominees would
agree, while not going any further.
They'd often cite -- correctly -- the re-
fusal to comment on contested ques-
tions going back to Ruth Bader
Ginsberg's confirmation hearings. Typ-
ical was an exchange between Sen.
Amy Klobuchar of Minnesota and Amy
Coney Barrett during her hearings.

Klobuchar pressed Barrett whether Roe
was a "super precedent," or a ruling
that no one thinks is in play anymore.
Barrett demurred, "I'm answering a lot
of questions about Roe, which I think
indicates that Roe doesn't fall in that
category."

This wasn't deception -- it was
clearly saying, if obliquely, that Roe
was vulnerable to challenge. I'd prefer
if nominees were less lawyerly, but
they are experts in subtle distinctions
and the longstanding politicization of
the confirmation process puts a pre-
mium on indirection. Justice Brett Ka-
vanaugh has been a particular target for
post-Dobbs attack. Pro-choice Republi-
can Sen. Susan Collins told The New
York Times that she feels he mislead
her in a private meeting. The Times
story doesn't say that Collins asked Ka-
vanaugh directly if he'd overturn Roe -
- presumably for good reason. The
senator would have known such a ques-
tion would have been highly improper.
In fact, she praised Neil Gorsuch dur-
ing his 2017 confirmation for saying he
would have left the room if someone
asked him for a commitment to over-
turn Roe. It is doubtful that Kavanaugh
told Collins anything in private that he
didn't say in his sworn public testimony
as well. If he was playing some sort of
double game, Collins should have felt
an obligation to call Kavanaugh out on
it. She didn't. In fact, she gladly voted
for him.

It is true that in his hearings Ka-
vanaugh leaned heavily on the notion
that Roe was precedent and that it had
been reaffirmed in Casey, what he
called "a precedent on precedent." Yet,
other supporters of Roe weren't inclined
to overinterpret this. As Sen. Sheldon
Whitehouse of Rhode Island told Ka-
vanaugh at the outset of the hearings,
"Your own words make clear you do
not really believe Roe v. Wade is set-
tled law since the Court, as you said,
'can always overrule its precedent.'''

In her dramatic floor statement
supporting Kavanaugh's nomination,
Collins made it clear that she also un-
derstood that his commitment to prece-
dent was not absolute. It would give
way, she explained, "in those rare cir-
cumstances where a decision is 'griev-
ously wrong' or 'deeply inconsistent
with the law.'" The Court held in

Please see EDITORIAL on P. 12
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Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

6700 E. Central Ave. • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Juan and Maria at

7/22

• House Pads • Lot Leveling •
Underground Utilities Installed

• Septic Systems Installed •
Concrete Work
• Driveways •

Trenching

Call Sonny at
S.G.E.

Lic. #719500

7/
22

Men don’ t know how easy
tha t have i t . Whi le cur l ing my
hai r , th i s message appeared on
my Apple watch: “Looks l ike
you’re working out . Record work-
out?” Unfor tuna te ly , “Cur l ing
Hair” isn’ t on the l is t with Walk-
ing, Swimming, Running, etc. But
thank you Apple for acknowledg-
ing the effor t .

Along wi th the phys ica l in-
ves tment , there’s equipment and
products tha t , i f le f t unchecked ,
can over take the bathroom cabi -
ne ts and counter . Wi thout su i t -
ab le se t -up and main tenance , i t
can be frustrat ing to f ind and ac-
cess things you need among those

“Looks l ike you’re
Working Out!”

674-1663
23338 Ave. 14

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service
Family Owned
Since 1976

7/22

Lic.#414178

LOCAL dog waste removal service • Weekly, every
other week and one time services • Residential and

commercial properties • Check us out on Face-
book, Instagram and at www.ThePoopFairies.com
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Pro tips for transplanting in the heat:

• Use vitamin B1
• Do NOT disturb the root ball
• Be sure to provide consistent irrigation
. We are here to help answer any of your questions!

Fernwood Gardens • 645-7677
12090 Fernwood Dr., Madera • www.FernwoodGardens.net

7/22

Summer is here
and so is our

fresh new indoor
houseplant
inventory!

Just a reminder that

when the temps raise

above 103º the
nursery will be closed

at 4pm. Stay cool
and stay hydrated!

SUMMER is HERE!

7/22

you don’ t . Le t ’s look at three
steps to streamline your bathroom
space and rout ine.

Step 1 — PURGE. Yes, i t ’ s
a lways s tep one . There are no-
bra iners l ike empty toothpas te
tubes, unpackaged cot ton bal ls in
ha i r - l ined drawers , broken hai r
cl ips, used tissues, etc. Toss them
and other obvious trash.

Then, there are the hair , make
up and skin products you pur-
chased two years ago , s topped
using, but haven’t tossed because
you spent so much money on
them. Toss them too. Remember ,
you’re choos ing between having
the space they occupy and being
reminded of the was ted money
each t ime you bypass those prod-
uc ts for the ones you curren t ly
use.

Hair equipment tends to cycle
in phases — hot rollers , crimpers,
cur l ing i rons , f la t i rons , wands ,
e tc . At my house , the hot rol lers
keep coming back, whi le a
crimper not so much. Let go of the
equipment that does things to hair
that you don’ t want to ever do
again . Separa te what you’re cur-
rently using from things to which

Please see ORGANIZE on P. 12
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Over 15 years of experience
Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife

Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation
Nuisance animal trapping

Call for an inspection TODAY!
7/22

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts
559-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

AArrttss  &&  CCrraaffttss  SSttuuddiioo  ••  BBiissqquuee  ••  WWoooodd  IItteemmss

7/
22

Appointment Only -- Give us a call!
Visit us at www.RanchosCraftersStudio.com
and Facebook “What’s Up in the Ranchos”
Contact us for SPECIAL GROUP PARTIES

NEVER a sitting fee • Walk-ins ALWAYS welcome

When I  was  do ing  resea rch
for  these  a r t i c les ,  I  r ead  a  web-
s i t e  c la iming  to  be  ab le  to  g r i l l
any th ing  in  the  p roduce  depar t -
ment .  I  would  l ike  to  cha l l enge
the  author  of  that  ar t ic le  to  prove
to me her  claim. At the t ime I  had
an ar t ichoke cooking in  my pres-
sure  cooker
(abou t  10-15
minu tes  and  i t
i s  ready to  eat ) .
Then  I  thought
of  cabbage  o r
le t tuce  (a l -
though  my
Grandma would
br ing le t tuce  in
from the garden
and  wi l t  i t  in  a
pan wi th  v inegar  and sugar  and i t
was  yummy) .  How can  they  be
gr i l led?

E v e r  s i n c e  I  c a n  r e m e m b e r ,
w h e n  w e  b r o u g h t  a  w a t e r m e l o n
i n t o  t h e  h o u s e  t h e r e  w a s  r o o m
made  in  the  r e f r ige ra to r  fo r  i t  t o
ge t  co ld .  I  neve r  hea rd  o f  cook -
i n g  a  w a t e r m e l o n  o r  a n y  f r u i t
f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r  e x c e p t  w h e n  w e
w o u l d  c o o k  p e a c h e s ,  p e a r s  o r
a p r i c o t s  t o  p r e p a r e  t h e m  f o r
cann ing .

I  f o u n d  a  r e c i p e  f o r  g r i l l e d
w a t e r m e l o n  t h a t  I  w i l l  p a s s  o n
to  you  –

Gri l l ed  Wate rme lon  Sa lad
1  w a t e r m e l o n  -  3  t o  4   l b s .

(P re f e r ab ly  s eed l e s s  an d  no t  t o o
r ipe}

¼  C  E x t r a  v i r g i n  o l i v e  o i l ,
p l u s  e x t r a  f o r  b r u s h i n g  o n  t h e
me lon

3T  l ime  j u i ce
Ju i ce  o f  1  l a rge  o r ange
P inch  o f  c ayenne  peppe r
P inch  o f  s ea  o r  koshe r  s a l t  
¼  C  chopped  f r e sh  min t
½  C  c r u m b l e d  f e t a  c h e e s e

(op t i ona l )
P rehea t  a  ga s  g r i l l  o r  bu i l d  a

cha rcoa l  f i r e  f o r  d i r ec t  g r i l l i ng .
C u t  t h e  w a t e r m e l o n  i n  h a l f

l e n g t h w i s e ,  t h e n  c u t  e a c h  h a l f
i n  h a l f .  C u t  t h e s e  q u a r t e r s  i n  2
i n c h  t h i c k  s l i c e s .  B r u s h  t h e
s l i c e s  l i gh t l y  w i th  o l i ve  o i l  and
se t  a s i de  un t i l  r e ady  t o  g r i l l .

C o m b i n e  l i m e  a n d  o r a n g e
j u i c e s .  T a s t e ,  i f  i t  i s  t o o  t a r t ,
add  more  o range  ju i ce .  I t  shou ld
t a s t e  l i k e  a  “ s o u r ”  o r a n g e .  A d d
t h e  s a l t  a n d  p e p p e r  a n d  w h i s k
con t inua l l y  wh i l e  add ing  t he  o i l

i n  a  t h i n
s t r e a m .  W h i s k
u n t i l  t h i c k -
e n e d .  T a s t e
a n d  a d j u s t  t h e
o i l  a n d  s a l t  t o
y o u r  l i k i n g .
A d d  t h e  m i n t
and  s e t  a s ide .

J u s t  b e f o r e
s e r v i n g ,  p l a c e
t h e  o i l e d  w a -

t e r m e l o n  s l i c e s  o n  a  v e r y  c l e a n
c o o k i n g  g r a t e  d i r e c t l y  o v e r  t h e
h e a t  s o u r c e .  G r i l l  u n t i l  m a r k e d
a n d  j u s t  w a r m e d  t h r o u g h  b u t
s t i l l  c runchy .  Abou t  2  t o  3  m in -
u t e s  pe r  s i de .  Se t  a s i de  t o  coo l .

Cu t  o f f  t he  r i nd  and  d i s ca rd .
Cu t  t he  wa t e rme lon  i n to  chunks
a n d  p l a c e  i n  a  s e r v i n g  b o w l .
P o u r  t h e  d r e s s i n g  o n  t o p  a n d
tos s  l i gh t ly .  Top  wi th  t he  f e t a  i f
y o u  a r e  u s i n g  i t  a n d  a n o t h e r
p inch  o f  c ayenne .

I  l o v e  p i n e a p p l e ,  b o t h
c a n n e d  a n d  f r e s h .  I  f o u n d  t h e
f o l l o w i n g  r e c i p e  f o r  g r i l l e d
p i n e a p p l e ,  b u t  I ’ m  n o t  s u r e  I
w o u l d  u s e  a l c o h o l ,  b u t  t h a t  i s
y o u r  c h o i c e .  I f  y o u  d o  u s e  t h e
a l c o h o l ,  b e  r e a l  c a r e f u l  w h e n
pu t t i ng  i t  on  t he  g r i l l  a s  i t  w i l l
f l a r e  up  fo r  su r e .  Of  cou r se  you
cou ld  use  the  t equ i l a  o r  rum jus t
t o  show o f f  l i ke  s ee ing  Che r r i e s
Jub i l ee  be ing  s e rved  in  a  r e s t au -
r a n t .  B u t  f a i r  w a r n i n g :  H a v e
e v e r y o n e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  k i d s ,
s t and  we l l  back .  You  don’ t  wan t
s i nged  eyeb rows .

by Jean Briner

Getting Fruity

E d i t o r ’s  N o t e : W i t h  t h e
p a s s i n g  o f  A u n t  J e a n ,  I
h a v e  d e c i d e d  t o  b r i n g  y o u  a
“ B e s t  O f ”  o f  h e r  r e c i p e s
o v e r  t h e  p a s t  1 0  y e a r s .
G o o d  r e c i p e s  a r e  t i m e l e s s
a n d  I  h o p e  y o u  e n j o y  t h e m
a l l  o v e r  a g a i n .

(July 2012)

Gri l l ed  P ineapp l e  Des se r t
1  P i n e a p p l e ,  p e e l e d ,  c o r e d

and  s l i c ed  i n  1  i nch  t h i ck  s l i c e s
¾  C  T e q u i l a  o r  R u m  ( o r  u s e

p ineapp l e  j u i ce )
¾  C  Brown  Suga r
1  ½  t sp .  Van i l l a
½  t sp .  Ground  C innamon
Van i l l a  i c e  c r eam
P r e h e a t  g r i l l .  M i x  l i q u o r ,

s u g a r ,  v a n i l l a  a n d  c i n n a m o n  t o -
g e t h e r  u n t i l  s u g a r  i s  d i s s o l v e d .
P l a c e  p i n e a p p l e  o n  g r i l l .  B a s t e
wi th  sugar  mix tu re  whi le  g r i l l ing ,
t u r n i n g  o c c a s i o n a l l y .  G r i l l  f o r
a b o u t  1 0  m i n u t e s .  S e r v e  h o t  o n
d e s s e r t  p l a t e  w i t h  a  s c o o p  o f
van i l l a  i c e  c r eam on  t op .

M y  s i s t e r  F a y e ’ s  f a v o r i t e
s t one  f ru i t  w as  an  ap r i co t .  When
we  were  l i t t l e ,  we  had  a  ne ighbor
t h a t  w o u l d  m a k e  f r i e d  p i e s  ( t h a t

i s  a  w h o l e  d i f f e r e n t  a r t i c l e )  a n d
G r a n d m a  R o s s  a l w a y s  m a d e  s u r e
w e  g o t  o n e .  I f  F a y e  w e r e  a l i v e ,
she  wou ld  have  a  conn ip t ion  f i t  i f
s h e  s a w  t h e  a p r i c o t  o r c h a r d  n e a r
w h e r e  I  l i v e .  I t  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e
F r e s n o  S t a t e  A g  D e p t .  I  w a t c h e d
i t  a s  i t  was  ba re  in  the  win te r  and
then  when  the  c rews  came  in  and
p r u n e d  i t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  s p r i n g .  I
w a t c h e d  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  b l o s s o m s
t u r n  t o  g o l d e n  f r u i t  …  t h e n  i t
s t o p p e d .  T h e  f r u i t  s t a r t e d  d r o p -
p i n g  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  a n d  n o  o n e
c a m e  i n  t o  p i c k  t h e  o r c h a r d .  I t
l o o k e d  l i k e  t h e  g r o u n d  w a s  c o v -
e r e d  w i t h  g o l d e n  C a l i f o r n i a  p o p -
p i e s .  I t  w a s  p r e t t y ,  b u t  a t  t h e
same  t ime  I  t hough t  i t  was  t r ag ic .
No  one  was  ge t t ing  any  use  ou t  o f

Got a holding tank to fill? What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want to waste your precious well water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!

7/
22

Please see RECIPES on P. 9

To n i g h t  w h e n  I  w e n t  o n
t h e  F o o d  N e t w o r k  w e b s i t e
t o  l o o k  u p  h e r  re c i p e ,  I
t y p e d  i n  “ G r i l l e d  A r t i -
c h o k e s ”  a n d  b e l i e v e  i t  o r
no t  t he re  were  91  rec ipe s .
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t h e a p r i c o t s . I w o n d e r e d w h y
they d idn ’ t p i ck or l e t some or -
g a n i z a t i o n c o m e i n a n d g l e a n
t h e o r c h a r d . W h a t a s h a m e .
O n c e i n a w h i l e I w o u l d g o b y
a n d s e e a c a r d e e p i n t h e t r e e s
( p r o b a b l y t r y i n g t o h i d e ) a n d I
h o p e d t h e y w e r e g e t t i n g s o m e
u s e o u t o f t h e o r c h a r d . B y t h e
w a y , i t i s o n t h e s o u t h e a s t c o r -
ner of Wil low and Bul la rd i f you
a re eve r tha t way .

Easy to Gr i l l
S t o n e f r u i t i s e a s y t o g r i l l .

W a s h t h e f r u i t a n d p a t i t d r y .
C u t i n h a l f a n d b r u s h o n s o m e
bu t t e r and g r i l l . Don ’ t cook too
l o n g , a b o u t 1 0 - 1 5 m i n u t e s f o r
good g r i l l ma rks .

Gri l l ed Fru i t
2 r ipe bananas
2 r ipe peaches
1 p o u n d c o n t a i n e r o f S t r a w -

be r r i e s
1 S t i ck bu t t e r
1 T Suga r
P e e l t h e b a n a n a . W a s h t h e

p e a c h e s a n d s t r a w b e r r i e s a n d
p a t d r y . S l i c e t h e p e a c h e s i n t o
q u a r t e r s , m a k i n g s u r e t h e y a r e
l a r g e e n o u g h t o p u t s t r a i g h t o n
t h e g r i l l . H u l l t h e s t r a w b e r r i e s .

P l a c e t h e s t r a w b e r r i e s o n
a l u m i n u m f o i l , s p r i n k l e w i t h
suga r and wrap . Brush bu t t e r on
e a c h b a n a n a a n d e a c h p e a c h
s l i ce .

Pu t a l l t he f ru i t on the g r i l l .
I f t h e f l a m e s g e t t o o h i g h , p u t
t h e l i d o n t h e g r i l l . G r i l l u n t i l
t h e r e a r e v i s i b l e g r i l l m a r k s o r
b l a c k c r i s p s . D e p e n d i n g o n t h e
hea t do no t cook longe r than 15
minu t e s .

Bananas t ake the l ea s t
amoun t o f t ime and a re usua l l y
done in about 10 minutes . S t raw-
ber r ies take the longes t . Remove
the f ru i t a s soon as i t i s done .

Th i s can be se rved as a s ide
d i sh wi th d inne r o r a s the
des se r t . Se rve a spoon o f the

f ru i t on a s l i c e o f pound cake
wi th a do l lop of whipped cream
or a scoop of ice c ream.

Ar t i choke Doub t s
I n t h e f i r s t p a r t o f t h i s a r t i -

c l e I s a i d I d o u b t e d t h a t a n a r t i -
c h o k e c o u l d b e g r i l l e d . W e l l , I
w a s w r o n g . D u r i n g t h e t i m e I
w a s w r i t i n g t h i s a r t i c l e , I w a s
h o m e r e c u p e r a t i n g f r o m
c a t a r a c t s u r g e r y a n d c o u l d n ’ t
d o m u c h o f a n y t h i n g s o I
w a t c h e d T V . G i a d a w a s o n a n d
g e t t i n g r e a d y t o g r i l l a r t i -
c h o k e s . I p e r k e d u p a n d w a n t e d
t o s e e h o w s h e d i d t h e m . S h e
s t a r t e d b y p u t t i n g a l a r g e p o t o f
w a t e r o n t o b o i l . T h e n s q u e e z e d
t h e j u i c e o f t w o l e m o n s i n t o t h e
w a t e r a n d t h e n d r o p p e d i n t h e
r e m a i n d e r o f t h e l e m o n s a n d
s e a s o n e d t h e w a t e r w i t h s a l t .
S h e t h e n t o o k t h r e e m e d i u m
s i z e d a r t i c h o k e s a n d c u t t h e t o p
t h i r d o f f a n d , w i t h s c i s s o r s , s h e
t r i m m e d t h e l e a v e s . S h e t h e n
c u t e a c h i n q u a r t e r s a n d w i t h a
p a r i n g k n i f e c u t o u t t h e c h o k e
f r o m e a c h p i e c e . S h e d r o p p e d
t h e s e i n t o t h e w a t e r a n d c o o k e d
u n t i l t e n d e r , t h e n t o o k t h e m o u t
o f w a t e r a n d d r a i n e d t h e m o n a
b a k i n g p a n . G i a d a t h e n s p r i n -
k l e d e a c h p i e c e w i t h o l i v e o i l ,
s a l t a n d p e p p e r , s o m e c h o p p e d
g a r l i c a n d r o s e m a r y , a n d t h e n
g r i l l e d t h e m f o r a b o u t 1 5 m i n -
u t e s .

T o n i g h t w h e n I w e n t o n t h e
F o o d N e t w o r k w e b s i t e t o l o o k
u p h e r r e c i p e , I t y p e d i n
“ G r i l l e d A r t i c h o k e s ” a n d b e -
l i e v e i t o r n o t t h e r e w e r e 9 1
r e c i p e s . F o r t u n a t e l y h e r s w a s
the th i rd one . May go back and
l o o k t h e o t h e r s u p , b u t I s t i l l
t h ink I l i ke the p re s su re cooke r
way bes t .

RECIPES cont. from P. 8 Senior Report

Seniors in Full Summer Swing
By Melanie Wi l l iams

T h e s u m m e r m o n t h s a r e i n
fu l l sw ing wi th ac t iv i t i e s a t t he
Ranchos /Hi l l s Sen io r Cen te r .

S e n i o r m e m b e r s a t t e n d e d a
w o n d e r f u l a r t e v e n t a t R i v e r
P a r k ’ s A r t
G r o o v e G a l l e r y
o n J u l y 6 ,
h o s t e d b y
M e l a n i e G l a s s
the founder of B
A w e s o m e .
M e l a n i e G l a s s
a n d S t e v e B a -
r o n i a n , o f
L a n c e - K a s h i a n
C o m p a n y , c o l -
l a b o r a t e t o p r o -
v i d e t h e
communi ty wi th
a n i n t e r a c t i v e
space to expe r i -
e n c e t h e m a n y
f a c e t s o f e x -
p res s ive a r t .

O u r s e n i o r s
s t e n c i l e d a n
i m a g e a n d t h e n
p a i n t e d i t w i t h
w a t e r c o l o r s
o n t o a s i l k s u n -
c a t c h e r . T h e
w a t e r c o l o r s
b l e n d e d i n t o
b e a u t i f u l v i -
b r a n t c o l o r p a t -
t e rns on the s i lk
c a n v a s r i n g .
W h e n t h e s u n s h o n e o n t h e
i m a g e , a t r a n s l u c e n t h i g h l i g h t -
i n g o f t h e s i l k c a n v a s s h o n e
th rough the wa te rco lo r pa in t ing .
T h e s u n c a t c h e r a r t p r o j e c t w a s
d e v e l o p e d b y a l o c a l a r t i s t ,
L i n d a K a n e . A l o n g w i t h o u r
h o s t e s s , M e l a n i e G l a s s , t h e A r t
I n s t r u c t o r f o r t h i s p r o j e c t w a s
Nancy Powel l .

N a n c y ’ s A r t A s s i s t a n t a n d
daugh te r , Anyka Powel l , gu ided
u s t h r o u g h t h e s t e p s t o c r e a t e
o u r i n d i v i d u a l s u n c a t c h e r m a s -
te rp ieces . Everyone was very ex-
c i t e d a b o u t t h e e x p e r i e n c e a n d
a re eage r ly an t i c ipa t ing the nex t
e v e n t . C h e c k o u t s o m e o f t h e
a r t w o r k c r e a t e d b y o u r s e n i o r s
o n d i s p l a y a t t h e R a n c h o s / H i l l s
Sen io r Cen te r .

I f th i s fun and crea t ive ac t iv -
i t y h a s p i q u e d y o u r i n n e r a r t i s t
and you are in t e re s t ed in jo in ing
u s f o r t h e n e x t e v e n t a t t h e A r t
Groove Ga l l e ry in Rive r Pa rk on
Aug . 3 , ca l l t he Sen io r Cen te r a t
6 4 5 - 7 8 6 4 . T h e r e i s n o f e e , b u t

d o n a t i o n s a r e
w e l c o m e d t o
k e e p t h i s g r e a t
a r t e x p e r i e n c e
g o i n g i n t h e
c o m m u n i t y . A l l
a r t mater ia l s are
p r o v i d e d b y t h e
g a l l e r y . A s u g -
g e s t e d d o n a t i o n
of $5 to $10 can
b e d i r e c t l y
g i v e n t o t h e
g a l l e r y w h e n
y o u a t t e n d t h e
S e n i o r P a i n t i n g
P a r t y . R e s e r v a -
t i o n s a r e r e -
q u i r e d , s o s i g n
u p t h e R a n -
c h o s / H i l l s S e n -
i o r C e n t e r a t
645-4864 . A big
“ t h a n k y o u ” t o
Mary Orcu t t fo r
he lp ing to coor -
d i n a t e t h i s
e v e n t f o r t h e
Sen io r Cen te r .

E v e r y o n e
e n j o y e d t h e
S u m m e r B B Q
o n J u n e 3 0 ,

w e l c o m i n g n e w m e m b e r s t o t h e
Cen te r . The re were lo t s o f ham-
burge r s and ho t dogs fo r peop le
to en joy . Thank you to a l l o f the
m e m b e r s w h o b r o u g h t f o o d t o
t h e p o t l u c k a n d t h e v o l u n t e e r s
who he lped wi th the BBQ. I t was
a f an t a s t i c a l l y fun t ime to mee t
n e w m e m b e r s a n d e n j o y t h e
c o o l e r s u m m e r e v e n i n g . A u g u s t
e v e n t s a r e o n t h e c a l e n d a r , s o
c o m e c h e c k o u t s o m e o f t h e a c -
t iv i t i e s we have p lanned .

T h e K a i s e r P e r m a n e n t e
M e d i c a r e B a s i c s M e e t i n g i s
s c h e d u l e d a f t e r o u r m o n t h l y
Genera l Mee t ing a t 1 :30 p .m. on
A u g . 9 . T h e p r e s e n t e r , P a t r i c i a
Magal lon , wi l l be speaking about

Please see SENIORS on P. 12
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Standing are Melanie Glass, left, and
Nancy Powell as they instruct Ranchos/Hills
Seniors at the Senior Paint Class at River
Park’s Art Groove Gallery.

Art Instructor Nancy Powell, left, gives
some artistic pointers to Carol Wood, Jo Chase
and Shirley Tickel at the Senior Painting Class
at River Park’s Art Groove Gallery
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By Sarbjit Johal

On June 21 last month, the Madera
County Board of Supervisors adopted two
resolutions that promise to improve the
water security and
quality of life for
most of the County.

At issue was
adopting Madera
County’s plan to
implement state
mandates on
groundwater. Then
governor Jerry
Brown signed the
S u s t a i n a b l e
Groundwater Management Act (SGMA)
into law in 2014. It required the forma-
tion of Groundwater Sustainability
Agencies, or GSAs, to develop plans to
bring basins up to sustainability.

Madera County has been working
since the act was adopted to comply. In
last month’s vote, a majority of enrolled
acreage farmers had to approve a rate
plan in each of three sub-basins of the
country — Delta-Mendota, Chowchilla
and Madera. Rejection of the plan
would have led to the default of greater
state control of Madera County’s
groundwater management.

The public hearing began at 10:30
a.m. on June 21.
Stephanie Anagno-
son, the director of
Madera County’s
Department of
Water and Natural
Resources, sum-
marized Madera
County’s compli-
ance with the
SGMA and public
notice and out-

reach efforts. She outlined the positive
outcomes that would result from board
adoption of the sub-basin votes, includ-
ing greater local control, help with do-
mestic well mitigation and more water

allocations to our area in wet years. Rejec-
tion in all or any of the sub-basins would
mean that there would be no programs in
place to help if people needed help with
recharge, land repurposing and if domes-
tic wells went dry.

Many farmers strongly opposed the
plan, saying that the new GSA rates would
add to their costs of farming, particularly
in a time of rising labor, fuel, fertilizer and
other input costs. One young multi-gener-
ational farmer holding up her infant hoped
that her baby would
have a future in farm-
ing. The Madera
Agricultural Water
Association favored
adoption as did
Madera County’s
Farm Bureau, al-
though the latter did
urge the Board of Su-
pervisors to be more vocal in letting Sacra-
mento decisionmakers know the pressing
concerns of Madera County residents and,
particularly, of farmers. As it turned out, a
majority of farmers in the Chowchilla sub-
basin rejected their plan, with the potential

negative outcomes summarized by
Stephanie Anagnoson earlier.

The vote for SGMA Rates adoption in
two sub-basins means further local rules
and measures will still be necessary, such
as grant applications and annual board re-
views of rates. Here you and other Madera
residents will have a vital opportunity to
shape how SGMA is implemented.

To learn more about water and quality
of life issues and grant writing, attend our
meetings and consider joining SEMCU, a

local non-profit con-
cerned with quality-
of-life issues in the
93636 Zip code. We
hold meetings online
every third Monday of
the month and would
be glad to see you.

To call SEMCU
for more information,

call 559-363-9095 or you can reach the
organization by email at info@
semcu.org. You can also visit the website
at www.semcu.org.

SEMCU is “By the Community,
For the Community”

Rejection in all or any of the
sub-basins would mean that there
would be no programs in place to
help if people needed help with
recharge, land repurposing and if
domestic wells went dry.

To learn more about water
and quality of life issues and
grant writing, attend our meet-
ings and consider joining
SEMCU ...
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b a s i c M e d i c a r e p l a n s a n d w h a t
s e r v i c e s K a i s e r P e r m a n e n t e p r o -
v i d e s f o r p a r t i c i p a n t s . I t i s i m -
p o r t a n t t o r e v i e w y o u r M e d i c a r e
p lan eve ry yea r to l ea rn abou t ad -
d i t i o n a l s e r v i c e s t h a t c a n b e
added .

I f y o u w i s h t o s u g g e s t a n a c -
t iv i ty o r even t a t the Sen io r Cen-
t e r , c o m e t o o u r P l a n n i n g
Mee t ing on Aug . 2 a t 12 :30 p .m.
W e l i k e p e o p l e t o c o m e b y a n d
give the i r sugges t ions in p lanning
fo r fu tu re even t s . P lease jo in us .
Everyone i s we lcome to he lp p lan
fo r upcoming ac t iv i t i e s . Men a re
we lcome too .

W e h a v e o u r M o n t h l y S a l e a t
t h e R a n c h o s / H i l l s S e n i o r C e n t e r
o n A u g . 6 f r o m 8 a . m . t o n o o n .
O u r T r e a s u r e H o u s e , B o u t i q u e
a n d S c o u t G a r d e n w i l l b e o p e n
fo r the Month ly Sa le as we l l .

In Augus t , we g ive our s t ead -
f a s t b a k e r s a b r e a k f r o m b a k i n g
in the summer t ime hea t , so th i s i s
a NO BAKE SALE on Aug . 6 . Do-
na t ions a re we lcome to he lp keep
o u r b a k e r s a n d b a k e d g o o d s c u s -
t o m e r s c o m i n g b a c k f o r t h e i r
“ favs” in Sep tember .

We have an excel lent supply of
plants in our Scout Garden next to
the Treasure House dur ing our
Monthly Sale. Mary Thompson and
her dedicated team of Master Gar-
deners wi l l g ive you some grea t
advice about p lan ts for your gar -
den. Some favori te plants can be a
great addi t ion to your home décor .
The gardening team works hard re-
pot t ing and main ta in ing plants to
look the i r bes t , so walk over and
check out the Scout Garden on
Aug. 6 at the Ranchos/Hil ls Senior
Center .

Interested in card games? Every
Thursday we have a group who
meets to play thei r favor i te card
games. They are always looking for
interested players to join. Meet at
the Senior Center any Thursday at
12:15 p.m. for a great t ime playing
cards and meeting people.

C a r d B i n g o i s b a c k . O n A u g .
1 0 a t 1 2 : 1 5 p . m . c o m e a n d p l a y
wi th o ther card b ingo enthus ias t s .
You need to br ing n ine d imes and
one quar t e r to p lay . I f you en joy
Card Bingo , b r ing your f r i ends to
the Sen io r Cen te r on Aug . 10 .

Don’t forget Brown Bag Day is
on Aug. 17 from 9 a.m. to 1 p .m.

Our Bi r thday and Annive r sa ry
L u n c h e o n i s o n S a t u r d a y , A u g .
20 . Come and b r ing you r f r i end s
t o c e l e b r a t e a t M i m i ’ s C a f é a t
11 :15 a .m. Mimi’s Café i s loca ted
a t 7 6 6 0 N . B l a c k s t o n e A v e . ,
F resno .

The Cof fee , Cra f t and Conver -
s a t i o n i s s t i l l o n t h e l a s t T h u r s -
d a y o f e v e r y m o n t h . I f y o u w i s h
t o s h a r e y o u r c r a f t w i t h o t h e r
members o r jus t s i t and ta lk wi th
o t h e r c r a f t e r s w h i l e w o r k i n g o n
your own pro jec t , come jo in us a t
t h e S e n i o r C e n t e r o n A u g . 2 5 a t
9 :30 a .m.

B a c k t o s c h o o l e v e n t s w i l l
b e h a p p e n i n g s o o n . C o n g r a t u l a -
t i o n s t o t h e n e w s e n i o r c l a s s
s t a r t i n g a t L i b e r t y H i g h S c h o o l
a n d C e n t e n n i a l H i g h S c h o o l i n
G o l d e n V a l l e y U n i f i e d S c h o o l
D i s t r i c t .

T h o u g h t f o r A u g u s t : “ L i v e
y o u r l i f e e a c h d a y a s y o u w o u l d
c l imb a moun ta in . An occas iona l
g lance towards the summi t keeps
the goa l in mind , bu t many beau-
t i f u l s c e n e s a re t o b e o b s e r v e d
f rom each new van tage po in t .” –
Haro ld B . Melchar t

SENIORS cont. from P. 9

you might want to cycle back.
Determine a reasonable cr i te -

r ion for keeping beauty gadgets .
Does it l ive up to its promise? Do I
use i t regular ly? If not of ten, is i t
earning i ts keep for the space i t ’s
occupying?

I f you discover you have an
abundance of backup suppl ies ,
cons ider shar ing some wi th a
homeless shel te r or p lace them in
the Blessing Box on Avenue 12.

Step 2 — CREATE HOMES.
Clean the drawers , she lves , coun-
ters , under the sink and organizing
conta iners . Group th ings you’re
keeping in to ca tegor ies — hai r ,
make up, skin, tooth suppl ies , e tc .

I f drawer and cabinet space is
l imited, consider an over- the toi let
shelving uni t or cabinet . This is a
grea t spot for feminine products
and ext ra to i le t paper . Over- the-
door organizers can hold f re-
quent ly used suppl ies . There are
wal l mount racks to s tore c lean
ro l led towels and glass wal l
she lves tha t can hold and disp lay
perfumes and skincare products . A
s l im rol l ing car t can s tore f re -
quently used items and be rol led to
a corner when not in use.

From each ca tegory pul l the
i tems you use dai ly or at least mul-
t ip le t imes per week. These i tems
deserve pr ime rea l es ta te — top
drawers and/or an acry l ic organ-
izer that can be used on the counter
and then stored in a cabinet when
not in use. Use drawer dividers and
designate a home for each i tem.

Store less-used i tems in lower
drawers or add s tackable p las t ic
drawers under the sink or in cabi-
ne ts for easy access . Keep ca te-
gor ies def ined by separat ing them

in labeled containers .
Assign your back-up supplies a

specific place/container so you know
where to look before buying more.

Step 3 — MAINTAIN. Repeat
after me, “Don’t put it down, put it
away.” This is huge. Once your
space is organized, take a mental (or
real) picture and decide that when
you leave the bathroom each morn-
ing, that is how it will look. When
everything has a home, it’s really
only a two-minute job at the most.

Organizing is never a one-and-
done pro jec t . New things wi l l
come in to the bathroom, others
wi l l s top being used and th ings
wil l get messy. Whenever you no-
t ice your s torage areas ge t t ing
cramped or counters ge t t ing c lu t -
tered, i t ’s t ime for a tune-up. You
may not get Apple workout credits ,
bu t you wi l l benef i t when your
bathroom’s in good shape.

Contact Organized by Choice at P.O.
Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729, call 559-
871-3314 or email info@organized by-
choice.com. You can visit www.
organizedbychoice.com when you go
online.

ORGANIZE cont. from P. 7

Dobbs that Roe was, indeed, egre-
giously wrong. Collins might be dis-
appointed, but she shouldn't feel
ill-used. Roe never deserved to be
written into law in the first place. The
conservative justices never said they
would preserve it, and they've done
their duty to the Constitution by fi-
nally abandoning it.

Rich Lowry is editor-in-chief of
the National Review.

© 2022 by King Features Synd., Inc.

EDITORIAL cont. from P. 5
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""WWhhyy  sshhoouulldd  II jjooiinn  tthhee
CChhaammbbeerr  ooff  CCoommmmeerrccee??""

1. Because the Golden Valley Chamber
of Commerce carries the reputation of
being a leader of business integrity in the
Ranchos and my affiliation lends my
business credibility.

2. Because the Golden Valley Chamber
of Commerce is a close-knit organization in
which members support each other’s
businesses.

3. Because the Golden Valley Chamber
of Commerce requires financial support in
order to perform its job of increasing the
economic prosperity of the Ranchos.

4. Because the Golden Valley Chamber
of Commerce unifies the public spirit of the
Ranchos and directs it into useful and
constructive channels that are not limited
to business.

5. Because I feel a sense of personal
obligation to improve the quality of life in
the Ranchos.

The Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce would love to see you at our
next meeting, Wednesday, August 10 at
6:30 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C in the
Maywood Center. Come join us and see
what’s going on in your community. Call us
at 645-4001.

""WWhheenn''ss  tthhee  NNEEXXTT  CChhaammbbeerr
ooff  CCoommmmeerrccee  MMeeeettiinngg??""

7/22

driver, a welder, an electrician or a
plumber. You’re not interested in blue
collar work? Ok, then go to a univer-
sity and study engineering, medicine,
law, computer information systems,
teaching, etc. The list goes on, just
make your choice and follow through.
Though if I may be so bold, leave phi-
losophy and intermediate basket weav-
ing to the trust fund babies if you want
to make enough money to live, or at
least double major in something a tad
more marketable. 

The point is that there are plenty of
ways to make yourself valuable and
earn a decent wage. You can’t, however,
expect to make more money when your

only marketable skill is that you can
take an order and upsell fries. Walmart
is already replacing cashiers with self-
checkout. Taco Bell and McDonald’s
are already replacing crew members
with computers where the customer can
place their own order. If staffing these
stores and restaurants continues to be-
come more and more expensive, they’ll
find computers and robots to stock the
shelves and flip the burgers as well.
Then where will the people who have no
other skills find work? Spoiler alert …
they won’t. If you want a valuable
salary than you have to contribute some-
thing of value to earn it. Perhaps I am
alone in this opinion, but we should re-
ally assign a lot more value to the peo-
ple in charge of saving someone’s life. 

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

The Bookshelf

By Jerrica Edmundson

Summer is coming to an end and with
it so is our Summer Reading Program. We
decided to take one more year before re-in-
stating in-person programming at the Ran-
chos Branch and it turned out so great.
Overall, we had 12 crafts that were picked
up for kids (or adults) in the community and
every single kit we had made up was
claimed. If anyone is curious, that means
we handed out a total of 458 crafts to our
participants this year, and the results were
so great. Next year, we plan on doing a mix-
ture of in-person performances and crafts to
help enrich our community even more. 

Madera County Libraries were also the
recipient of a Community Connections
grant award that we used to work toward
fully realizing our goal of being a hub of in-
formation within the community. As a re-
sult of that grant, we now can advertise your
non-profit events and drives through a huge
digital screen located in our main area, as
well as obtain an outdoor message board
that will be available at all hours as a refer-
ence for people. We plan to have a calen-
dar of events that we keep updated on that
board and want to include everything we
can on it. If you have an event or drive
planned, please let us know and we can in-
clude it on our community calendars when
we have them installed. 

We are actively seeking regular volun-
teers at the library, so if you have any spare
time that you are willing to donate to us, we
would gladly appreciate it. There is a sim-
ple background check required by Madera
County for liability purposes, but once that
is completed, we would love your help with
shelving, donation processing or pulling

items off the shelves as needed. It is a great
way to keep out of the heat during these
Summer temperatures for a few hours each
week. Feel free to reach out if you have any
questions. 

As a tiny bit of housekeeping, we
would like to friendly remind everyone that
donations are only accepted in the library
through our donation table during business
hours. We do not accept any encyclopedias,
textbooks or Readers Digest books and any-
thing left outside the building is disposed of
to protect everyone from any potential crit-
ters. 

I feel like it’s been forever since I did
one of these, but here’s what’s on my book-
shelf currently.

Our Violent Ends by Chloe Gong. Have
you ever looked at the classic Romeo and
Juliet story and thought to yourself, “What if
this took place in China in the 1920’s?”
Well, if you have, this is the book for you.
This is the sequel to These Violent Delights
and wraps up the story well, leaving all of
the loose ends tied up in a way that is both
satisfying and mostly unexpected (aside
from already knowing how the original
Romeo and Juliet story goes, of course).

Set in 1926, this series follows our two
main characters – Juliette Cai and Roma
Montagov – both heirs to the two major
gang families that exist within Shanghai.
Juliette is the heir to the Scarlet Gang, and
Roma is the heir to the White Flowers who
have fought the Scarlets tooth and nail for
generations to revenge a murder that took
place ages ago. Even though their families
are harsh rivals, Juliette and Roma serve as
each other’s first love, and the potential tool
for the downfall of everything they know
and love. 

Summer Reading Program Ends
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(559) 645-0634

Today!
The Ranchos Independent

RANDY BAILEY
for MORE sales tomorrow, call

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned
and operated!

559-662-0336

559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service

• Equipment

• Supplies

• Residential

• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial

• Locally Owned

SINCE

1980

BONDED &

INSURED

LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal

Color Matching

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS

All Makes & Models

J.H. SandersGeneral & Custom Auto
Service & Repairs

559-645-1578

Call Gina
at 559-289-3401

email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Covering
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley

call Mag Anaya Jr.

559-974-1357
Ranchos
Resident

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance

Weekly & monthly service 
(not a licensed contractor)

commercial, residential
and industrial landscaping

info@TouchOfGreenLandscape.us

CA LIC. #934774

559-242-6352call

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts
559-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

Arts & Crafts Studio • Bisque • Wood Items

Jose Lopez
559-779-0401
call

Lic. #1042108

DRIVEWAYS•SIDEWALKS•COMMERCIAL•RESIDENTIAL

HAIRCUTS

37184 AVE. 12 #104
(behind Pizza Factory)

439-2004

$14
Seniors Thursdays ONLY $11!

674-1663
ssaammee  ddaayy  sseerrvviiccee

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting 

INVEST IN YOUR
EXISTING PROPERTY!

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

10878 HWY 41 • 559-645-4849

www.bedrockeng.com

Get Involved!

645-4001
2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m.

37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

559-363-9095
3rd Monday of the month • 6 p.m.

37191 Ave. 12, Madera Ranchos

“For the
community,

by the
community.”

SEMCU
““SSeerrvviiccee  yyoouu  ccaann  ttrruusstt,,

pprriicceess  yyoouu  ccaann  aaffffoorrdd..””

645-5324
The ONLY

locally owned

propane company

in the Ranchos

559-481-6875
37193 Ave. 12 #3H

info@acts176.com

Madera Ranchos

36754 AVE. 12 •Madera Ranchos

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

660-5262

7355 N. Palm #100
Fresno

NorthwestPediatricMedicalGroup.com

“Right off
of Highway 41

at Friant.”

559-271-6302

We’re
Accepting

NEW Patients

559-645-5363
CA #441782•www.chadstrucking.com

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL

SAND & GRAVEL• CRUSHED ROCK
FILL DIRT•TOP SOIL•HUMUS•BARK
CHIPS•RIVER ROCK•BASE ROCK

ROCK DUST•COBBLESTONES
DRIVEWAY  BASE

CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP

The Ranchos
Independent 

Put

to work for you.

C A L L  6 4 5 - 0 6 3 4
Today!
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Click on “Local News” at

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

Classified
Carpet Cleaning

Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley
Chamber member. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-676-0760.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove in-
serts, pellet stoves and fireplaces.
Also clean clothes dryer vents.
REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY,
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room addi-
tions, barns and patios. Lic. #719500.
Call 559-970-4476.

For Sale

For sa l e - - Large b ird cage .
20”x20”x28” h igh . Ro l l ing s t and
27” h igh w/ she l f . Whi t e . L ike
mew. $250 . Ca l l 559 -312 -0891
and please leave message .

Housecleaning

O v e r 4 0 y a r s o f e x p e r i e n c e -
R e f e r e n c e s a v a i l a b l e - L u p e ’ s
House Clean ing , res iden t i a l , one -
t i m e s e r v i c e , m o v e - i n s / m o v e -
o u t s , w i n d o w s , c o n s t r u c t i o n

c lean up . L u p e P r a d o 2 5 @ y a h o o
. c o m . 5 5 9 - 9 1 6 - 1 5 2 8 o r 6 5 0 -
7 7 1 - 2 9 1 5 .

Recyclables Pick Up

K E E P I T L O C A L - F R E E R E -
C Y C L A B L E P I C K U P - K I D S
4 R E C Y C L I N G o f f e r s p i c k u p
o f a l l r e c y c l a b l e m a t e r i a l s i n -
c l u d i n g n e w s p a p e r , s h r e d d e d
p a p e r , c o n t a i n e r s , p l a s t i c ,
g l a s s , a l u m i n u m a n d c a r d -
b o a r d . C a l l D i a n a a t 9 9 9 -
6 8 3 2 . F u n d s s u p p o r t R a n c h o s
c o m m u n i t y o r g a n i z a t i o n s .

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST-
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Ro-
totilling - Mowing - Scraping - Stump
Grinding. Call John at 908-1066.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete work
and underground utilities installed.
Lic. #719500. Call 559-970-4476.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out -
Screen, track, sills. Remove hard
water stains on home windows, shower
doors and car windows. Cobweb re-
moval too. Fully insured. Call Nick at
285-1723. Free estimates.

SUDOKU

©2022 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

©2022 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive
at the figures given at the bottom
and right-hand columns of the di-
agram by following the arithmetic
signs in the order they are given
(that is, from left to right and top
to bottom). Use only the num-
bers below the diagram to com-
plete its blank squares and use
each of the nine numbers only
once.

36754AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTOACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

7/22

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

TTOO  AADDVVEERRTTIISSEE
ccaallll

555599--664455--00663344

The Ranchos
Independent

classified rates are
crazy cheap

and crazy effective!  

• If you like taking baths, you can invest in a
second rubber bathmat to drape over the side of
the tub. The edge will be nonslip, so you can
hold on for support, and your hands will not
slide. • Before frosting a cake, brush both layers
with apricot nectar. This will secure any crumbs
and provide a smooth surface. -- L.H. in Illinois
• For drains slowed by grease, sprinkle a half-
cup each of salt and baking soda down the drain,
and follow it with an entire kettle or pot of boil-
ing water. • If the smell in your cedar chest has faded, bring it back easily with extra-
fine sandpaper. A very light sanding is all it takes in most cases. • For delicious baked
potatoes, boil a pot of salted water, add whole potatoes with skin, remove from heat
and let stand for 15 minutes. Finish in oven for a sturdier skin. Start checking for done-
ness after 15 minutes in the oven. Baking time can be cut in half! -- J.L. in Florida • Re-
move that musty smell from stored clothes by adding either vinegar or ammonia to the
wash water. Be sure to check for smell removal BEFORE drying, as the dryer can bake
the smell into clothes, making it more difficult to remove.

Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803
© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc. 
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) You dislike waiting for promises to be fulfilled and for
commitments to be kept, but resist your headstrong tendency to push things along. Your patience
will be rewarded.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Expect continuing opposition to your plans from die-hard
detractors. However, your determination to see things through will carry the day. A Pisces has
romantic ideas.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) You might be too close to a troublesome workplace situation to deal
with it successfully. Step away in order to get a better perspective. A solution soon becomes
obvious.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) You might suspect that someone you trust has misled you on an
important matter, but a more balanced view of things reveals a misunderstanding to be the culprit.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) The Big Cat's animal magnetism has rarely been stronger. You can
either just bask in all that admiration or use it to your advantage, especially in the workplace.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Someone who previously balked at cooperating with you
on a project suddenly has a change of heart. Accept both help and advice with grace.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Some hazy issues still need to be cleared up before you can
move on with your new plans. A friend from the past reaches out to re-establish old ties.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Continued positive fall-out follows that risky workplace
decision you made some time ago. Your payoff will soon prove to be more substantial than you
expected.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) A personal relationship continues to be affected
by a recent unexpected turn of events. Things need to work themselves out without finger-
pointing.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) It's a wonderful week for all you capricious Goats to
kick up your heels with friends or family members in some well-earned fun and frivolity.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Caution is advised before making a financial
commitment to someone you don't really know. There are better ways to build friendships than
with risky fiscal dealings.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Travel plans continue to be favored. A change of scenery
brings new opportunities, both personally and professionally. Be open to the possibilities.

© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

You have a strong sense of loyalty that shows itself best
in your relationships with family and friends.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk

ADS
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645-0634
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Click on “Local News” at

1. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a
female fox called?
2. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: How
many stars were in the first American flag?
3. HISTORY: About how many slaves in
the United States were free by the end of
the Civil War?
4. TELEVISION: What was the name of
the planet that Mork called home on "Mork
& Mindy"?
5. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which president
was born on July 4?
6. U.S. STATES: How many major islands
make up the state of Hawaii?
7. MOVIES: Which is the first non-
English movie to win Best Picture at the
Oscars?
8. GEOGRAPHY: Which is the largest
continent in size?
9. LITERATURE: Which 19th-century
novel's subtitle is "The Modern
Prometheus"?
10. FOOD & DRINK: What is nori?

1.Vixen
2.13,oneforeachcolony
3.4million
4.Ork
5.CalvinCoolidge
6.Eightmajorislandsandmanysmall

islets
7."Parasite,"2020
8.Asia
9."Frankenstein"
10.Dried,edibleseaweed

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.
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SSuuppeerr Crossword
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UUnnttiill  ffuurrtthheerr  nnoottiiccee,,  tthhee
rreegguullaarr  SSEEMMCCUU  mmeeeettiinnggss  wwiillll
ttaakkee  ppllaaccee  vviiaa  tteelleeccoonnffeerreennccee..
Our next meeting is Monday, August 15 at 6 p.m.

PPlleeaassee  lleett  uuss  kknnooww  iiff  yyoouu  hhaavvee  aannyy  qquueessttiioonnss..

AAnnyyoonnee  wwiitthh  DDoommeessttiicc  WWeellll
oorr  WWaatteerr  QQuuaalliittyy  PPrroobblleemmss

If you are experiencing domestic well or water
qual i ty  problems,  contact  “Sel f -Help
Enterprises.” Qualified people may have a
water tank installed or have bottled water
delivered. Call Drought Support at 559-820-
1685 or contact them at droughtsupport@
selfhelpenterprises.org.

The teleconference number is 312-757-3121
and the Access Code is 715-657-949.

7/
22


