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Madera Ranchos teen cyclist
Kieran Devere travelled north to
Santa Rosa and Davis and came
back the Junior State

Criterium Champion and
California State Time

Trial Champion.
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Flag Barn Volunteers and Fans Raise Flag on July 4

Vietnam Veteran Tom Baum, left, was instrumen-
tal in getting the flag barn repaired and was on hand

at the flag raising on July 4.
By Christi McKinney

On the morning of July 4, a caravan of
bikers and veterans joined volunteers,
friends and family on the northeast corner
of Avenue 12 and Freeway 41 to watch a
heartwarming flag raising ceremony. Vet-
erans who were instrumental in organizing,
working on and overseeing the restoration
of the “Old Glory” flag barn felt the instal-
lation of a flag pole and the flying of an
American flag was an appropriate finishing
touch to the corner on which the flag barn
sits. They chose the 4th of July to raise the
flag for the first time. It was a very simple
but extremely heartfelt ceremony.

“Ready! Salute! I pledge allegiance to
the flag of the United States of America ...”

Local Craigslist

The red, white and blue
are hoisted as the repaired
flag barn looks on.

Within moments the flag was fluttering in the
wind. Horns honked and people waved from
every direction in appreciation of the new ad-
dition to the property and to show their ap-
preciation and thanks as travelers made their
way up the hill to enjoy the holiday.

Just a few months ago the flag barn
was a mess after being hit by high winds
last winter. After being touched by a story
he read here in the Ranchos Independent,
resident and Vietnam Veteran Tom Baum
took it upon himself to contact the McCaf-
freys, the owners of the property and the
barn, to see how he could help. After a few
meetings to work out the details Baum was
given permission to begin restoring the
barn. With each day that passed more peo-
ple arrived to help. Countless veterans and

Fans of the flag barn stopped by on the morning of
July 4 to celebrate the barn’s renaissance, observe the
flag raising and snap a picture for the memory book.

volunteers generously gave their time and
talents. Baum was joined by McCaffrey
Homes, their trade contractors and vendors
who all generously helped. While many
companies donated supplies and materials,
two notable donations came from Borga
Steel Buildings and Components and
Home Depot. Individuals even stopped to
offer cash donations which were desig-
nated to go to the Wounded Warrior Fund.

“It was our hope to have the flag barn
restored by the Fourth of July and we are
so pleased to see the job completed,” said
Robert McCaffrey. “We extend our appre-
ciation to the community members and the
veteran volunteers who helped with the ef-

Please see BARN on P. 13

Meth Trafficker gets Conviction

Ranchos Teen
State Champ

Madera Ranchos teen cyclist Kieran
Devere, center, was crowned the new Cali-
fornia State Criterium Champion and Cali-
fornia State Time Trial Champion.

Kieran Devere, a teenager from
the Madera Ranchos, was very busy
this spring training and racing her
bike, mainly competing in triathlons.
But she decided to branch out and
started racing her bike more, prima-
rily to help develop and enhance her
cycling skills for the bike portion of
many of the triathlons she competes
in annually. Her bike racing led her
to Santa Rosa in northern California
on May 28 where she competed in
the United States Cycling Federa-
tion’s California State Junior Cri-

Job Scam Found

Sheriff John Anderson is warning

On Thursday, July 5 a Superior Court
jury convicted 32-year-old Firebaugh resi-
dent, Manuel Miranda, of two felony counts

On Nov. 3, 2011, they commenced surveil-
lance of Miranda in Firebaugh and followed
him to Bakersfield. When he was there, he

terium Championships. The Junior
State Criterium Championships were

job seekers to beware of a scam that has
surfaced on Craigslist.

An Oakhurst woman, looking for
employment as an in-home caregiver,
found herself dialoguing with a man who
almost duped her out of nearly $3,000 in
cash.

After answering the ad, and advised
that she had been hired, she received a
check in the mail in the amount of
$2,650. She was to deposit the check,
keep $600 as her first salary and send the
rest back to a “realtor” in Florida who
would then send her the key to the home
she would be visiting. When she at-
tempted to deposit the check in her local
bank, the teller of that bank warned her
that it appeared to be a scam.

In response the potential victim no-
tified the Sheriff’s Office.

Sheriff Anderson says there are

Please see SCAM on P. 17

for trafficking metham-
phetamine in Madera, ac-
cording to Michael R.
Keitz, District Attorney
for Madera County. Mi-
randa was charged with
conspiring to sell
methamphetamine and
possession of it for sale,
transportation of more
than one kilogram, and an
additional misdemeanor
count for possession of a
vehicle with a false com-
partment.

During the trial,
Deputy District Attorney
Mary Thornton introduced
evidence that the Madera
County Narcotics Enforcement Team and
the California Department of Justice, Bu-
reau of Investigation received a tip that Mi-
randa was involved in narcotics trafficking.

Manual Miranda is looking at
11 years in prison for trafficking
meth in Madera County

picked up a car with a
false compartment and 7
% pounds of methamphet-
amine and drove it to
Madera. The officers then
obtained search warrants
and recovered  the
methamphetamine,
$7,500 in cash and a scale
used to weigh large quan-
tities of drugs.

Following the jury
verdict, sentencing for
Miranda was set for Au-
gust 2, 2012 in Madera
Superior Court Depart-
ment 1. Because he has
previously suffered a rob-
bery conviction under
California’s Three Strikes Law, and because
of the large quantity of methamphetamine
in his possession, he could receive more
than 11 years in state prison.

an ancillary lead up event for the
Amgen Tour of California.

The Criterium is a bike race that
pits riders against each other on a
closed circuit course which usually
is under a mile in length and cyclists
are required to do a designated num-

Please see CYCLE on P. 13

Save the Date
Octoberfeast Festival

SEMCU will be hosting its inau-
gural Octoberfeast on Saturday, Oct. 6

in the Ranchos. This will be a fun event
for the whole family and a great way
for the Community to come together.
There will be a carnival, booths, raffle,
music and food for everyone to enjoy.
More information to come.

Click on ““Local News’ at
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Stolen Credit Card Linked to Central California Identity Theft Ring

The Madera County Sheriff’s office be-
lieves a stolen credit card used to rent a
room in Oakhurst may be connected to an
identity theft ring operating in Central Cal-
ifornia.

The Sheriff’s Office believes there may
be as many as half a dozen suspects con-
nected to this case, one of whom is believed
to be 31-year-old Corey James Smith, AKA
Corey James Sahagian-Smith, of Fresno. He
has brown hair, blue eyes, weighs about 180

pounds and stands 6 feet tall.

Early on the morning of July 9, a hotel
clerk in Oakhurst rented a room to a man
and a woman. The woman was described as
being in her mid-30’s, dark skinned (possi-
bly Hispanic), medium build, standing
roughly 5 feet 7 inches tall with short dark
hair and tattoos on her arms. The man was
described as being in his mid-30’s, white,
standing about 6 feet tall and weighing be-
tween 180 and 200 pounds. He had light

colored, wavy shoulder-length hair and was
unshaven.

Starting at around 6:30 a.m., witnesses
in the area started to see people entering and
leaving the hotel room. Two males were
seen delivering property to the room. The
same two males were also seen driving in an
older black truck with California license
plate 7299808. The driver of that truck was

Please see ID CARDS on P. 17

“The hotel clerk discov-
ered the card used to rent the
room had been stolen after he
received a call from the victim
who resides in Maryland. It had
also been discovered that pur-
chases were made on that same
card at a gas station and a
donut shop.”

IVERMECTIN PASTE

Horse De-Wormer

BUY 2 GET 1
FIREE

ol Little Giant
EXERCISE PENS
& CARRYING CASES

ZO‘VOFF

3V Feed & Garden Supply is the Central Valley’s premier
supplier of Alfa-Alfa, Orchard Grass, Oat Hay, Timothy
Hay, Wheat Hay, Sudan Grass, Straw and others!

Oat HGY (Different Qualities) sesessesessesses $9.49 (ﬁ‘gf‘) bale

Forage Hay .....ecennennsnncennnnnes 911,99 per bale
Wheat Hay ....cceeenennnnnnnnnennnees 311,99 per bale
Alfalfa (No Limit on Quantity) sesssssssess $1 2,95 per bale
Timothy Hay (0regon Top Quality) ..... $17.99 per bale
Orchard Grass (0regon Top Quality) .. $19.95 per bale

(All hay prices subject to change)

TOP QUALITY

HORSE SUPPLEMENTS
BUY 1 GET THE 2ND

50% OFF

FIREE
FLY SPRAY

PROPANE ¢ All size bottles welcome * $10 minimum ¢ RVs and Motorhomes Welcome WITH EVE:’RZYO § 'B 33"';"Rc" ASE
| “Quality & Customer Service is Our Motto”’ | (EXCLUDING HAY PURCHASES)
ol Little Gient () SELECTED
LIVE TRAPS DOG & CAT BOWLS
ALL SIZES BUY 1 GET THE 2ND

20% OFF

7112

50% OFF

all prices exp. 8/15/12
except where noted and
are subject to change

www. The Ranchos.com
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First, Do No Harm: Good Advice

By Christopher Green

Oh, the wisdom of Hippocrates.

Howwas it that he understood ethics inaway
that today’s liberal politicians, media and academ-
ics are unable to comprehend?

Primum non nocere, meaning first, do no
harm, is a medical aphorism loosely derived from
the Hippocratic oath set forth in ancient Greece over
2,500 yearsago. Thissimple maxim isbased onthe
idea that no matter how much humans think they
know, decisions in real life are made with incom-
plete information and imperfectly executed by
flawed human beings. If doctors, therefore, are toact
ethically, they must first protect the rights of the help-
less against further harm. They should only take an
actionf there isacompelling reasonto do so; for the
unintended consequences of any action taken to
heal may end up causing more harm than good. In
other words, good intentions mean nothing.

The patient on the operating table isthe Body
Politic of America. It is being dissected and as-
saulted daily by laws and regulations that skirt or
exceed constitutional limits and damage the rights
and property of some citizens simply to advance
the demands of others. The politicians operating
on this patient are like a well-intentioned emer-
gency room intem who after stabilizing the acci-
dent victim decides to go beyond his authority and
“improve” the victim by performing plastic sur-
gery, without realizing that after numerous inci-
sions, the patient had lost so much blood she isnow
in need of life support.

For generations our govemment has inflicted
social experimentation upon America. Aside from
the social impacts, faith inAmericaand its future is
predictably disappearing because even advances
intechnology to improve our material lives canno
longer keep up with increasingly invasive and in-
competent governance that is destroying not just
the spirit of the nation but its economic foundation.

The high-speed rail is a spectacular tribute to
the hubris of unethical liberal politicians pushing a
system that will slice the length of our state at ru-
inous expense and creating wealth for a few; mul-
titudes of losers all along its path and a legacy of
debt for our children. Thankfully, local elected of-
ficials in Madera City and County governments
have now collectively resolved tofirst, dono harm
and to oppose high-speed rail as an abuse of state
powver and an outrage against ethics and common
sense.

Madera Chapter Tea Party Meetings

For the July meeting Sheriff John Anderson
spoke on the State of the County and Rural Amer-
ica. Also Don Jans gave aspeech and proposed the
question: "Is the Fundamental Transformation
promised by Obama the same one outlined by Karl
Manx?"* Jans also presented his book, My Grand-
children'sAmerica. Please check out his website at
www.mygrandchildrensamerica.com if you
missed this informative meeting.

Ifyou haven't alreadly, please take the time to
join us. We would appreciate your presence al-
lowing you the opportunity to discuss current is-
sues and ideas or just listen. These meetings are
educational with interesting guest speakers so we
can proceed well-equipped with facts instead of
the many untruths that are consistently spread
throughout the mainstream media.

The nextmeeting isAug. 20and weare proud
to present Congressman Tom McClintock. This is
ameeting youwontwantto miss. McClintock isan
impressive speaker and because of his busy sched-
ule it took four months to have him visit us.

Madera Chapter meetings are held on the
third Monday of eachmonthat6 p.m. at VRW Hall,
2026 Granada Drive in Madera. Meeting dates can
be confirmed on our Central Valley Tea Party web-
site at wwwi.centralvalleyteaparty.com for sched-
uled speakers and their topics of discussion.

For comments or questions contact Madera
Ranchos Tea Party Coordinator John Smedley by
e-mail at jesmedley@comcast.net or call him at
559-645-7031. You may also contact Madera Tea
Party Coordinator Rick Farinelli by e-mail at
richardfarinelli@shcglobal.net or call him at 559-
706-5386.

MOCHAS « SMOOTHIES « LATTES « FRAPPES
CAPPUCCINOS « ESEPRESSO « ICED COFFEE
SUPERIOR DAIRY « PANINI SANDWICHES
DONUTS  OATMEAL « BAGELS & CREAM CHEESE

Join the VIP B-Day Club for a
FREE COFFEE on your B-
Day and a chance to win

FREE COFFEE for a YEAR!
TEXT

( CSPOT )
TO

( 87365 )

7112

WIN FREE PROPANE!

Drawing fo be held the first week of July, 2012. Delivery must be by August 31, 2012.
Must be a Valley Propane customer.

MAIL TO: Valley Propane ¢ 37221 Ave. 12 #1D
aderqa, CA 93636

Click on “Local News” at
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AND QUACKS LKE.
SOCIALIOM...

WELL, I GUESS I CANT
BLAME GEORGE BUSH FoR
EVERYTHING.. AFTER ALL,

HE NAMED JOHN ROBERTS
TO THE SUPRENE COUKT..

Editorial

By Randy Bailey

Larry Sabato is the director of the
University of Virginia’s Center for Pol-
itics and is one of the nation’s most re-
spected and accurate election predictors.
He has a website called Sabato’s Crystal
Ball where this week he published an
analysis of the upcoming election by
Alan Abramowitz, an Emory University
professor and Crystal Ball senior colum-
nist. Abramowitz uses something he’s
created called the “Time for Change”
forecasting model which concludes, ac-
cording to Sabato, “... the changes to
the model, and its conclusions, provide
more evidence that at this point the pres-
idential election’s outcome is very much
in doubt.” Ultimately, Abramowitz says
victory will depend on which party does
a better job of mobilizing its supporters
and appealing to a small group of swing
voters in a handful of battleground
states.

The “Time for Change” model is
based on three key areas: 1. President
Obama’s final June Gallup Poll approval
rate; 2. The change in real second quar-
ter GDP in this election year and; 3. The
advantage given to an incumbent presi-
dent. This model has successfully pre-
dicted the winner of the popular vote in
the last five presidential elections.

There’s something new that
Abramowitz has had to factor in this
time around, and he’s calling it the “po-

TheRanchos
Independent

The Ranchos Independent is published by Five and Two Publishing.

Al contents of this publication are copyright 2012, all rights reserved. Reprinting without the permission of the
copyright holder is forbidden by law.

Al articles are submitted as the opinion of the author, who remains solely responsible for the content. The in-
formation gathered for this publication is from sources that are considered to be reliable, but are not guaranteed.
Opinions expressed in advertisements or articles remain the opinion of the writer.

Randy Bailey............ Publisher/Editor

Christi McKinney -- Reporter + Jean Briner -- Columnist, Advertising Sales
Tina Shannon -- Advertising Sales

5 59_6 45_06 3 37167 Ave. 12, Suite 5C + Madera, CA 93636

ranchosnews@yahoo.com
www.The Ranchos.com

THE

RAY GUN

SHOOTING STRAIGHT
TO THE HEART

"ARE YOU
BETTER
OFF
NOW
THAN
YOU
WERE
FOUR
YEARS
AGO?"

RONALD REAGAN

SAYING MORE IN ONE QUOTE
THAN OTHERS SAY IN A LIFETIME
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Are You Better Off?

larization effect,” which is an unwill-
ingness to cross party lines to vote for a
candidate from the opposing party. This
cuts Obama’s “incumbency advantage”
in half and ...

Wait a minute.

Are you kidding me?

I’m no Luddite. | appreciate tech-
nology and advances in science that can
help us improve our lowly lot in life. If
Abramowitz’s model has nailed it for
the last five elections, there must be
something there -- but what | think I’'m
most disturbed by is what the “there” is.

At the end of the first term of the
Jimmy Carter debacle, candidate Ronald
Reagan asked a simple question: “Are
you better off now than you were four
years ago? Is it easier for you to go and
buy things in the stores than it was four
years ago? Is there more or less unem-
ployment in the country than there was
four years ago? Is America as respected
throughout the world as it was? Do you
feel that our security is as safe, that
we’re as strong as we were four years
ago? And if you answer all of those
questions ‘yes,” why then, | think your
choice is very obvious as to whom you
will vote for. If you don’t agree, if you
don’t think that this course that we’ve
been on for the last four years is what
you would like to see us follow for the
next four, then I could suggest another
choice that you have.” A reflective vot-
ing populace stopped, thought about it
and basically said, “Hell no!” and Rea-
gan won by a landslide.

George Santayana said, “Those who
cannot remember the past are con-
demned to repeat it.” | find it hard to be-
lieve, with the exception of the hard Left
that is so consumed by the “don’t con-
fuse me with facts” mentality that ab-
solutely nothing can get through to
them, that if a majority of Americans
were asked Ronald Reagan’s question
today that their answer would be any-
thing but, “No ... I’'m NOT doing as well
as | was four years ago.”

Like Reagan said, if this is the best
that we can do for ourselves and our
children and our communities, then your
choice of who to vote for is obvious.
However, this would be a real good time
to remember the past.
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Just How Independent are You?

Evidently all it takes to be con-
sidered independent is the simple
act of moving out of your parents’
house. Mundane details such as
whether or not you earn your own
money and use it to pay your own
bills and put food in your refrigera-
tor no longer have any business in
the equation. As long as your ad-
dress doesn’t match that of good ol’
Mom and Pop, you are hereby offi-
cially independent.

I was recently discussing this
very phenomenon with a woman of
just this mindset. She doesn’t work,
she relies on the county to pay her
rent, buy her groceries, supply day-
care for her child and cover tuition
for her to go to school. If not for
the tax payers her son would be in
foster care and she would be living
in a box some-

pendent and not the kind of person
who mooches off her mother and fa-
ther. No, you just mooch of me and
all the other tax payers. And like so
many others | have talked to in sim-
ilar situations, she had absolutely
nothing to say to that, she simply
sat and stared at me, mouth agape,
eyes wide. How could I, someone
who is currently helping to foot the
bill for the so-

where in the
shady part of
town. Yet she
was boasting
about being in-

ception.

My beef here is with per-
Regardless of
whether you are an honest re-

cial programs
she is taking ad-
vantage of,
make such a
statement, such

dependent,
while simultane-
ously complain-
ing about people
who live off
their parents and
women who live
off the fathers

of their chil-
dren. Her entire
identity is

wrapped up in
the delusion that
being on welfare
doesn’t  make

cipient that needs a little
help for a short amount of
time, or a sneaky, under-
handed thief that is defraud-
ing the system and robbing
money from the pocketbooks
of hardworking Americans,
either way, don’t close your
eyes to your own situation. If
you aren’t earning your own
paycheck and using that to
pay your bills, then you are
not independent.

a judgment?
First, it is
not a judgment.
Many Americans
acknowledge
that we clearly
have a welfare
problem in this
county, and fur-
ther, an issue
with welfare
fraud that needs
serious  atten-
tion. My beef
here is with per-

you dependent.
What might you

ception. Regard-
less of whether

call it then? Be-
cause not being able to make your
rent payment without a check from
the government, not being able to
put groceries in the house without
that special card also issued by the
government all points a big fat
foam finger to a state of depend-
ence. The fact that you moved out
of your parents’ basement does ab-
solutely nothing to absolve you of
that. I, for one, wish she did still
live with her parents or her son’s
father. Let them absorb some of the
burden currently hoisted on an un-
suspecting public. This, of course,
is exactly what | said to her when
she prattled on about being inde-

you are an hon-
est recipient that needs a little help
for a short amount of time, or a
sneaky, underhanded thief that is
defrauding the system and robbing
money from the pocketbooks of
hardworking Americans, either
way, don’t close your eyes to your
own situation. If you aren’t earning
your own paycheck and using that
to pay your bills, then you are not
independent.

This twit | was speaking to,
apart from her being clearly of-
fended at my insinuation that her
parents or her baby daddy should be

Please see GEN WHY onP. 9
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Say you saw itin the Ranchos Independent
Click on ““Local News™ at




HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONY

Beginning to Advanced
Children irom 4 years - up - Adults
At Dean’s Ranch in the Ranchos, professional
trainer and United States Medal Finals Champion,

Kim Anderson, uses her 30 years of experience to
teach YOU how to ride. Call Kim today!

Call Kim at 559-481-3712

The Stock Report
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DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Lie a14178

674-1663
14794 Hwy 41 74mé&; Owaned
Madera Since 1976
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Summer Activities to Beat the Heat

By Audrey Stock

Hi Neighbors,

This summer is going way too
fast for me. The July 4th has come
and gone, the bang this year was
not as loud as in years past. |
watched the Boston Pops tribute to
America in song, music and fire-
works. It brought back memories of
when | was able to attend the
Boston Pops concert in 1976 when
| took a group of students on the
1976 Bi-Centennial trail of our
country’s founding. We started in
Boston and ended in Virginia. |

Ranchos to live with his son Den-
nis and daughter-in-law Susan
Smith. Mike’s body was cremated
and Dennis and Susan took his
ashes back to lowa. Mike joined
the Ranchos/Hills Seniors when he
came west. He enjoyed the com-
pany at the daily lunches served at
the center and the card games
played at the center. Mike also
joined our local Golden Valley
Baptist in the Ranchos. His memo-
rial service was held in his home
town in lowa.

On June 30, our Ranchos/Hills
Seniors worked at a bicycle rest
stop at Shaver Lake. This was the

have great mem- bike ride spon-
ories of that trip. sored by the
) 8“ J:ne 20 It was the 36th Annual (F:rlesbnol Cycli?‘g
the New America cpq; : sy ub. It was the
Singers, a 24- .(;I'mfh tOR Karllser/HS_Iulmr;llt 36th Annual
voice ensemble r' = e_ Al O_S IS S€N= «climb to Kaiser
selected from the 10rs President Mike Thomson summit”  ride.
California Bap- was one of the riders and we T h e

tist All-State

Ranchos/Hills

come meet new friends!

Golden Valley Baptist Church

Pastor K. Milton Higgins is bringing
the 10:15 a.m. Sunday Worship Service message
to the congregation. Join us.

Sunday School 9 a.m. * Sunday Worship Service 10:15 a.m.
12414 Road 37 - Madera Ranchos - 559-645-1700

7112

Youth Choir, ap-
peared in concert

at  the local
Golden  Valley
Baptist Church.
The group

played to a full
house. We all en-

are so proud of him. This is
the second time that he has
made it to the 14,000 foot
summit of Kaiser Mountain
and then completed the 155
mile round trip by riding
down the mountain and back
to Clovis where he started.

Seniors President
Mike Thomson
was one of the
riders and we are
so proud of him.
This is the sec-
ond time that he
has made it to

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-
surance (or eliminate it completely).

You can't afford to wait any longer,

so contact the professionals

today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730 ¢ Fresno 447-5815
36691 Avenue 12 « Madera Ranchos

7/12 Lic. #PLS 5815

www.The Ranchos.com

joyed the energy
and showman-

the 14,000 foot
summit of Kaiser

ship of the stu-
dents. These students were trying
out their routines before they left
for Hong Kong, China and Thai-
land. Traveling is one of the most
eye opening experiences that a stu-
dent can have. It gives them a dif-
ferent outlook of the world that
they live in.

In June the Ranchos Hills Sen-
iors lost two of our active seniors.
Marian Murphy, age 90, died on
June 20. Marian was active in the
Ranchos Hills exercise class. We in
the exercise class enjoyed Marian’s
bright smile and her positive atti-
tude. Marian lived with her daugh-
ter Michelle and son-in-law Homer
Dahl in Rolling Hills. A memorial
service was held at the Northwest
Church in Fresno.

Myron “Mike” Smith, age 86,
died on June 22. Mike came from
the state of lowa. When Mike’s
wife died, he came to the Madera

Mountain and
then completed the 155 mile round
trip by riding down the mountain
and back to Clovis where he
started. There were 11
Ranchos/Hills Seniors with Car-
olyn Thomson as our leader who
set up and worked the rest stop
from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. We had water,
soda and Gatorade for the 301 bike
riders. We also had fresh fruit,
cookies, trail mix, chips, peanut
butter sandwiches and meat and
cheese that we used to make sand-
wiches to order for the riders.
There were 23 women that made
this ride and stopped to refuel at
our rest stop. | only worked until
noon because | had a birthday party
to go to when | got home. I admire
the determination and energy that
these bicycle riders have to make
this difficult ride.

Please see STOCK on P. 11
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Getting Fruity

When | was doing research
for these articles, | read a
website claiming to be able to
grill anything in the produce
department. Later, I was pic-
turing the produce department
in my head and | would like to
challenge the author of that ar-
ticle to prove to me her claim.
At the time | had an artichoke
cooking in my pressure cooker
(about 10-15 minutes and it is
ready to eat). Then | thought
of cabbage or lettuce (although
my Grandma would bring let-
tuce in from the garden and
wilt it in a pan with vinegar
and sugar and it was yummy).
How can they be grilled?

Ever since | can remember,

by Jean Brirer

to taste

Y4 C chopped fresh mint

% C crumbled feta cheese
(optional)

Preheat a gas grill or build
a charcoal fire for direct
grilling.

Cut the watermelon in half
lengthwise, then cut each half
in half. Cut these quarters in 2
inch thick slices. Brush the

slices lightly with olive oil
and set aside until ready to
grill.

Combine lime and orange
juices. Taste,

when we
brought a wa-
termelon into

the house artichoke

there was grilled. Well,

room made in
the refrigera- Wa_s
tor for it to grilled
get cold. 1

never heard of website to

wrong.

| said | doubted that an

. tonight when |
went on the Food Network whisk contin-

if it is too
tart, add more
orange juice.

could be It should taste
| found out | like a “sour”
It can be orange. Add

the salt and
pepper and

ually while

look up
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cooking a wa-
termelon or
any fruit for
that matter ex-
cept when we
would cook
peaches, pears

[Giada’s] recipe, | typed
in “Grilled Artichokes”
and believe it or not there
were 91 recipes. Fortu-
nately hers was the third
one. May go back and look

adding the oil
in a thin
stream. Whisk
until thick-
ened. Taste
and adjust the
oil and salt to

or apricots to
prepare them -
for canning. think 1
recipe for
grilled water-

the others up, but I still

your liking.
Add the mint

like the pressure ang set aside.
I found a cooker way best.

Just before
serving, place
the oiled wa-

melon that |
will pass on to you —

Grilled Watermelon Salad

1 watermelon - 3 to 4
pounds

(Preferably
not too ripe}

Yo C Extra virgin olive oil,
plus extra for brushing on the
melon

seedless and

3T lime juice (about 2
limes)

Juice of 1 large navel or-
ange

Pinch of cayenne pepper to
taste
Pinch of sea or kosher salt

termelon
slices on a very clean cooking
grate directly over the heat
source. Grill until marked and
just warmed through but still
crunchy. About 2 to 3 minutes
per side. Set aside to cool.
Cut off the rind and dis-
card. Cut the watermelon into
chunks and place in a serving
bowl. Pour the dressing on top
and toss lightly. Top with the
feta if you are using it and an-
other pinch of cayenne.
I love pineapple, both
canned and fresh. | found the

Please see RECIPE on P. 14

Click on ““Local News’ at
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GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

housing and feeding her rather than
the citizens of the state, just couldn’t
understand how | had the audacity to
dispute her claim of independence.
To which | responded, “Do you get
the money to pay your rent from a
job?”

No.

“Do you get the money for the
food you put in your kitchen from a
job?”

No.

“Do you get the money to pay the
babysitter from a job?”

No.

Incidentally, she wouldn’t need
the babysitter if she took advantage
of the daycare program offered
through the community college she
attends, with the tuition paid by the
state. Instead, the state gets to pay
twice because she prefers to send her
son to the babysitter around the cor-
ner so she doesn’t have to wake up
too early in the morning. Add that all
up and there is not a shred of inde-
pendence to be found. This, of
course, fell on deaf ears.

Again, this is not a comment on
her level of need or whether or not |
feel she deserves assistance; this is
about being self-aware. If you need
help, that is what the programs are
there for, and as long as you are not
perpetrating a fraud or taking advan-
tage of the system, then | take no
issue with it. But, at least have the
common sense to recognize your cur-
rent state of affairs. If you are ac-
cepting help, then you are by
definition, not independent. Period.

The point I am trying to make is
that if you want to be independent,
as well as be perceived as inde-
pendent, then you cannot be ac-
tively relying on someone else, even
the state, to survive. Conversely, if,
due to circumstances beyond your
control, you need to rely on the
state for a short time in order to
live, then you have to let go of the
idea that you are independent, at
least for the time being. Simple as
that. But stop wandering around
claiming that you have your act to-
gether, making reference to others
living off their parents as mooches
when you yourself are surviving off
the backs of the tax payers. Own up
to it. Once you do, maybe that
healthy realization can help moti-
vate you to get off the assistance
and become truly independent, in
the traditional sense of the word.
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Progress not Perfection

L_etting Go and Letting God take Over

By Mike Bailey

I have to say the added benefits of this
program are far, far beyond anything | have
ever thought or imagined they would be.
When you finally get it, the fact to be thank-
ful about everything, not just the good but
everything, your whole world changes —
your thoughts, the way you react, even the
manor of the way you live changes. You are
happy and you are free. As the Big Book tells
us, remember to say, “Your will, not mine be
done.” We never really know what God’s
will is, but we always know that it is better
for us than our own. He promises us to al-
ways be there, and to never forsake us. God
always has us in His hands and He loves us
more than we love our own children. Let me
ask you this: How

be done.” So, when they finally got to me |
just let them pass. Stayed seated, sat on my
hands and kept my mouth shut. Make a long
story short, | made the short list and was
picked as a juror. My first thought was, “Re-
ally, man ... I’'m gonna’ be broke.” On the
third day of the trial I received a phone call
from the house manager of House on the
Rock, the sober living home where | lived
for almost a year. Cedric, whom | love very
much and care for deeply, a man that | aspire
to be, tells me that | have a check at the
house. From where | do not know and from
whom | don’t know that either, but hey it’s a
check. I pick up the check and it is roughly
the amount | make in a week’s pay period. It
is from an old past due account when they
had garnished my wages. As | am staring at
the check all I hear is,

much do you love
your children? Now
multiply that by in-

much He loves YOU!

Last month I had
the privilege of jury
duty. I say privilege

Let me ask you this: How much
finitum! That is how do you love your children? Now
multiply that by infinitum! That is
how much He loves YOU!

“l got this. I am in
control.” I look up
and glorify His name
with  thanksgiving
and praise. That, my
friends was only the
first blessing and an-
swered prayer that

now but before the
trial it was what | thought to be a burden.
“OH NO! JURY DUTY!” who hasn’t said
that? Well, after they called roll at lunch, if
your name was called you were to report to
courtroom 70. Yes, my name was called and
| reported to the courtroom as they asked.
There were about 60 of us remaining so the
chances of being selected were still pretty
slim. So I’m feeling pretty good; I might just
still get out of this. Then they call roll again,
but this time there was catch: as your name
was called you were to come forward and fill
the seats in the jury box. There are 19 and
they call roll randomly so my last name start-
ing with a “B” really does not come into
play. After they called the unlucky 19 in
which | was not one of them, the judge
started to ask questions of us all. Then slowly
they went through everyone one at a time to
see if there were conflicts or concern. The
judge said to be honest in your answers. The
one question that stuck out to me was,
“Would serving on a jury from five to seven
days be a financial burden”? I.E. not pay
rent, PG&E ... As | am considering, pon-
dering — call it what you want, I call it trying
to figure a way out of this — this feeling
comes over me and a little voice says, “I got
this. Remember | am in control.”

To say that it would be a financial bur-
den is a little too steep. Hurt? Yes, but |
would still be able to pay my rent. My reply
to my feeling, the voice | heard or whatever
you want to call it was, “Your will, not mine

week.

The next day the jury was let go to de-
liberate. It was after 4 p.m. and they want us
out at 4:30. There was no time for us to de-
liberate that day. When | got home, the bur-
den was heavy to say the least. | had a man’s
future in the palms of my hands and so did
11 others. As | prayed, | asked for clarity of
what | was feeling and for God to make it re-
ally, really clear that what | was feeling was
correct. In the morning | prayed the same
prayer. | left it at the cross, | gave the burden
to Him. Once at the courthouse all of us were
going over a few things. A few of the other
jurors and | thought that an anonymous vote
should be taken just to see where we all
were. Once the votes were tallied it was a
unanimous vote, everyone had voted as |
had. It was really, really clear that what | was
feeling was correct. Another answered
prayer.

If you are still struggling with giving it
all to God, you are not alone.

If you desire to have the freedom and
serenity that only comes from God, you are
not alone.

Remember the song says “I surrender
ALL.”

Surrender, you have everything to gain.

If you want God to work in your life,
you have to let Him.

Until next time,

Mike B.

GROOMING - GROOMING - GROOMING - GROOMING - GROOMING - GROOMING
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9NIWOOI:|9 ONINOOHD - ONINOOHD - ININOOHD - ININOOYD - 9NIWOOH9
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STOCK cont. from P. 7

Things never slow down at the
Ranchos/Hills Senior Center. The
very next Saturday after working at
the bike rest stop was July 7 and the
seniors were busy waiting on cus-
tomers at our monthly sale at the
center. Do you know that the Ran-
chos/Hills Seniors have a farmers
market of local fruit and vegetables
available each day from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m.? After the monthly sale at the
Center we rested for a couple of
hours and then car pooled with 14
seniors for a drive to Hanford. Our
first stop was at the famous Superior
Ice Cream Shop for an ice cream

www.The Ranchos.com

feast. One scoop at this shop would
be three scoops any place else. |
couldn’t believe the size when they
put my one scoop in front of me. My
granddaughter Tammy Morrison and
her family live in Hanford. I called
her to let her know | would be at the
ice cream shop and she and her son
Jake, my great grandson met me
there.

After we finished our ice cream,
we walked across the historic Court-
house Park to the historic Fox The-
atre. What a treat this beautiful old
restored Fox Theatre is. The lobby is
a museum of Fox movie posters from
the glory days of the Fox movie em-
pire. Our Ranchos/Hills Senior, Jo-

lene Mason, found this gem and
arranged for our seniors to make the
trip to Hanford. About every two
months the Hanford Fox Theatre has
a program of old silent movies. The
organist comes from the Los Angeles
area to play the organ as background
music to the movies. He also gave us
information about the actors and
how the movie was made. The first
two movies were Laurel and Hardy
comedies and then there was an in-
termission while they set up for the
silent movie. | got home at 11 p.m.
so it was a full evening event.

Be careful, this summer could
be a hot one. Drink lots of water
and stay someplace cool.

7112
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Letters
Dear Editor:

I wish to thank everyone in Madera
Ranchos for their support of my candi-
dacy for Mayor. Although I did not win,
the Ranchos Library has additional funds
for literary materials to support the li-
brary needs of this community. | truly
had grass-roots support from individuals
as well as the wonderful small businesses
in our community. | especially want to
thank Pizza Factory, Ranchos Market, the
Coffee Spot, the Friends of the Ranchos
Library, Golden Valley Chamber of Com-
merce, Laura’s Books and Coffee, Ran-
chos/Hills Seniors, Hurst Hardware,
Robin Anderson and Candy Hall for their
financial support and raffle items. You
are awesome!

Diane Maxfield
Candidate for Mayor
Madera Ranchos Library

Letter Writing 101

If you’re looking for your letter to
the editor and it’s not here it’s not be-
cause | disagree with you and am
afraid to post your thoughts. It’s be-
cause you didn’t follow the rules, Rule
#1 being you have to sign your letter.
“A Concerned Ranchos Citizen” is not
a signature. Your name is a signature.
And | need a phone number so | can
call and verify that these are indeed
your thoughts and not just the ram-
blings of someone else who has put
your name on it. If you want to remain
anonymous in the paper I will respect
that and list you as “Name Withheld,”
but I get to do that, not you. Letters to
the Editor that aren’t signed aren’t
published. Period.

Thank you.

The Ranchos Independent welcomes
your letters. Whether you’re a fan or
someone looking for something
to line the birdcage, we want
to hear from you. The only rules?
Sign it, be civil or forget about it.

Send your letters to:

email:
ranchosnews@yahoo.com
mail;

The Ranchos Independent
37167 Ave. 12 #5C
Madera, CA 93636

fax:
559-645-4002
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The Bookshelf

Music Big Part of Library’s Assets

By Garin Gonzales

Well, the Summer Reading Program has
been a huge success so far. We’ve had lots of fun
with our presentations and we’ve also had a lot of
kids turn in completed reading logs. This is good
news because it means kids are reading over the
summer instead of having their brains turn to
mush due to inactivity. So if your kid looks as if
his or her brain is turning into mush, tell that kid
to get to the library and sign up for the reading
program pronto!

On July 18, we had a scheduled visit from
magician Chris Lopez and then we wrap things up
with songs and fun with the theme “Starry Night”
from Rick and Linda Cole on July 26. Plus, all
those completed reading logs get thrown into a big
jar and a winner for our grand prize will be se-
lected. What is the grand prize? I’ll never tell (okay
I will tell, but not until the suspense is almost un-
bearable). So kids, keep reading. And keep your
feet on the ground, but keep reaching for the stars.

Need another great reason to visit a library?
Sure, you can check out books and book on CDs
from our library. They are very popular. But do
you know that you can checkout music CDs from
our libraries? So why would you go to a music
store? You have an awesome collection of music
right at your library. As you may well know from
previous articles, I’'m a big music fan. I borrow
CDs all of the time because the San Joaquin Val-
ley Library System (SJVLS) has an absolutely as-
tounding collection of CDs. So here, in no
particular order, are my five favorite “finds” from
the SJVLS CD collection (sorted by different mu-
sical genres):

R&B/Soul: Otis Redding - He was only 26
when he died in a plane crash in 1967, but Otis
Redding’s legacy is undeniable. His songs range

from tender bal-

lads (I’ve Been

Loving You Too

Long or I've

Got Dreams to

Remember) to

dance floor

rave-ups

(Shake, his

excellent

recording of

Respect, later a huge hit for Aretha

Franklin) and sometimes he just hits a sweet spot

somewhere in between (his classic [Sitting on the]

Dock of the Bay,). The Madera Ranchos library

has two of his collections in our CD area; | suggest
you check them out.

Classic Rock: Big Star - This Memphis
“power pop” band from the early “70s never had
ahuge hit (September Gurls [sic] is probably the
closest), but are big influences on every band that
ever heard them (one of my favorite bands, The

Replacements,
even wrote a

song  called

Alex  Chilton

after Big Star’s

lead singer).

Their  two
greatest al-

bums, #1

Record and

Radio City are pack-

aged together on the Rykodisc label and are
available to order through our library. But beware
of their third album, Third/Sister Lovers. It’s a
major drop-off.

Country: Justin Townes Earle - He’s the
son of country star Steve Earle and he was named
after Texas troubadour Townes Van Zandt, but the
only thing he inherited from those two is his pen-
chant for getting into trouble. Still he’s got miles of
style, hopping from Hank Williams-like honky-
tonk to plaintive ballads and choice covers (his
version of John Prine’s Far From Me is a knock-
out). My favorite Earle albums are Midnight at the
Movies and Harlem River Blues.

Rap/Hip Hop: Big Boi - He’s the harder
working half of OutKast (come on Andre 3000,
put out a solo album already, you lazy goat). Big
Boi (real name Antwan Andre Patton) is still
“cooler than a
polar bear’s toe-
nails” (his
words, not
mine). | read
somewhere
that when he
submitted his
album  Sir
Lucious Left
Foot: The
Son of Chico Dusty to his label the
label reps didn’t know what to do with it because
they didn’t hear a single. It sort of shows you how
tone-deaf label reps can be. The album doesn’t
have a dud on it. Check out Hustle Blood or Gen-
eral Patton for proof.

Alternative Rock: Cloud Nothings - This
Akron, Ohio band is one of my favorite finds. The
library system has their eponymous debut album
and it’s filled with poppy sing-alongs with cho-
ruses that will burrow into your brain. But it’s their
second album Attack on Memory that is the real
gem. They slowed down the pace a bit, stretched
out song lengths and let loose an intense, angst-
ridden caterwaul of sound that is both unique but
grounded in “90s alt rock.

So stop in your library or go online to check
outwhatever type of music you’re into. | can guar-
antee you you’ll be shocked and amazed at the
great selection. No matter the genre of music
you’re into, you’ll find it at your local library.
Happy listening!

Ranchos Dental Care
& Orthodontics

37144 Avenue 12 #104
Madera Ranchos

559-645-5320

www.ranchosdental.net

7112

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!
36961 Avenue 12
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CYCLE cont. from P. 2

ber of laps around the course. Kieran,
racing for Pinnacle Women's Rac-
ing/Hammer Nutrition, competed in a
combined race which featured the jun-
ior women in the 15-16 age group and
the 17-18 age group. Having placed
second last year, Kieran was able to
come away with the win in the race this
year and was crowned the new Califor-

www.The Ranchos.com

nia State Champion in the junior
women 15-16 age group.

Then on June 3, Kieran drove north
once again to Davis to compete in the
California State Time Trial Champi-
onships, a race which pits the cyclist
against the clock. A time trial race dif-
fers from a criterium in that each rider
starts at a different time and is racing
against the clock to see who can estab-
lish the fastest time over a designated

7/12

course. Kieran was able to beat last
year’s State Champion, Aliya Trafi-
cante of Chico, by 13 seconds and
claim the 2012 State Title in the Girls
15-16 age group. Kieran's next big race
for the summer will be to travel back to
Ohio in August to participate in the
United States America Triathlon's Jun-
ior Youth National Championship,
which she won last year. Kieran will be
competing in the 13-15 age group and

Page 13

this will be her last opportunity to com-
pete in that age group as she will “age
up” next year.

Kieran spends much of her time on
and around the roads in the Madera
Ranchos area riding her bike and run-
ning. She says she appreciates all the
support the community gives her and
especially appreciates sharing the
roads with the vehicles while riding or
running.

BARN cont. from P. 2

fort. Over the past few months we have been
truly humbled by those in our community
who share our sense of patriotism and ap-
preciation for those who have given of
themselves to protect the freedoms we hold
so dear. While some have said this is a story
about our flag barn, the bigger story is about
our community, our sense of patriotism and
the strong belief we share in the meaning of
the red, white and blue.”

Baum continues to donate his time by
agreeing to raise the flag each day and take
it down each night because no light was in-
stalled on the flag pole which sits on Madera
County property. “The daily raising of the
flag is to honor all veterans,” Baum said.
“We just came out today to make sure that
the 4th of July comes in really, really good
and to do what I can to bring America back
together like it was right after 911.”

School Office
Open Dates

The 2012-2013 Golden Valley Uni-
fied School District school year is right
around the corner and the first step is a visit
to your local school. Here is a list of when
your local school offices will be open:

Webster Elementary — Aug. 6. 645-1322
Sierra View Elementary — Aug. 1. 645-
1122

Ranchos Middle School — Offices re-
open Aug. 1. « Student Registration —
Aug. 15. Please call 645-3550 for more
information on registration after Aug. 1.
Liberty High School — Offices reopen
Aug. 1. « Student Registration — Packets
available in the lobby on Aug. 13 with
Registration on Aug. 16, 2. Please call
645-3500 for more information on reg-
istration after Aug. 1. Freshman Orien-
tation Night will be on Aug. 15.

Please check the district website for
bus schedules at www.gvusd.k12.ca.us —
2012/2013. Bus schedules should be
posted mid-August.
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RECIPE cont. from P. 8

following recipe for grilled
pineapple, but I’'m not sure |
would use alcohol, but that is

your choice. If you do use the
alcohol, be real careful when
putting it on the grill as it will
flare up for sure. Of course you
could use the tequila or rum just
to show off like seeing Cherries
Jubilee being served in a restau-
rant. But fair warning: Have
everyone, especially the kids,
stand well back. You don’t want
singed eyebrows.

Grilled Pineapple Dessert

1 Pineapple, peeled, cored
and sliced in 1 inch thick slices

Y% C Tequila or Rum **

% C Brown Sugar

1 % tsp. Vanilla

Y% tsp. Ground Cinnamon

Vanilla ice cream

Preheat grill. Mix liquor,
sugar, vanilla and cinnamon to-
gether until sugar is dissolved.

Place pineapple on grill. Baste
with sugar mixture while
grilling, turning occasionally.

Grill for about 10 minutes.
Serve hot on dessert plate with
a scoop of vanilla ice cream on
top.

**You could use pineapple
juice.

My sister Faye’s favorite
stone fruit was an apricot. When
we were little, we had a neigh-
bor that would make fried pies
(that is a whole different arti-
cle) and Grandma Ross always
made sure we got one. If Faye
were alive, she would have a
conniption fit if she saw the

apricot orchard near where |
live. It is part of the Fresno
State Ag Dept. | watched it as it
was bare in the winter and then
when the crews came in and
pruned it in the early spring. |
watched the beautiful blossoms
turn to golden fruit ... then it
stopped. The fruit started drop-
ping on the ground and no one
came in to pick the orchard. It

Grilled Fruit

2 ripe bananas

2 ripe peaches

1 pound container of Straw-
berries

1 Stick butter

1 T Sugar

Peel the banana. Wash the
peaches and strawberries and
pat dry. Slice the peaches into
quarters, making sure they are

looked like the ground was cov-

ered with golden California pop- the grill. Hull
pies. It was pretty, but at the ries.

same time |

thought it was )

tragic. No one The [apricots at
was getting any Fresno State’s orchard]
use out of the started dropping on the

apricots. I won-
dered why they
didn’t pick or
let some organ-
ization come in
and glean the
orchard. What a
shame. Once in
a while I would
go by and see a

ground and no one came
in to pick the orchard. It
looked Ilike the ground
was covered with golden
California poppies. It was
pretty, but at the same
time | thought it was
tragic. No one was getting
any use out of the apri-
cots. | wondered why they

large enough to put straight on

the strawber-

Place the
strawberries on
aluminum foil,
sprinkle  with
sugar and wrap.
Brush butter on
each banana
and each peach
slice.

Put
fruit on
grill. I f
flames get too
high, put the
lid on the grill.

the
the
the

all

car deep in the
trees (probably
trying to hide)
and | hoped
they were get-

ganization

shame.

didn’t pick or let some or-
come
glean the orchard. What a

Grill until there
are visible grill
marks or black
crisps. Depend-
ing on the heat

in and

ting some use
out of the orchard. By the way,
it is on the southeast corner of
Willow and Bullard if you are
ever that way.

Easy to Grill
Stone fruit is easy to grill.
Wash the fruit and pat it dry.
Cut in half and brush on some
butter and grill. Don’t cook too
long, about 10-15 minutes for
good grill marks.

do not cook
longer than 15 minutes.
Bananas take the least

amount of time and are usually
done in about 10 minutes. Straw-
berries take the longest. Remove
the fruit as soon as it is done.
This can be served as a side dish
with dinner or as the dessert.
Serve a spoon of the fruit on a
slice of pound cake with a dol-
lop of whipped cream or a scoop
of ice cream.

Artichoke Doubts

In the first part of this arti-
cle | said | doubted that an arti-
choke could be grilled. Well, 1
found out | was wrong. It can be
grilled. During the time | was
writing this article, I was home
recuperating from cataract sur-
gery and couldn’t do much of
anything so | watched TV. |
couldn’t find much to watch, so
I turned on the food channel.
Giada was on and getting ready
to grill artichokes. | perked up
and wanted to see how she did
them. She started by putting a
large pot of water on to boil.
Then squeezed the juice of two
lemons into the water and then
dropped in the remainder of the
lemons and seasoned the water
with salt. She then took three
medium sized artichokes and cut
the top third off and, with scis-
sors, she trimmed the leaves.
She then cut each in quarters
and with a paring knife cut out
the choke from each piece. She
dropped these into the water and
cooked until tender, then took
them out of water and drained
them on a baking pan. Giada
then sprinkled each piece with
olive oil, salt and pepper, some
chopped garlic and rosemary,
and then grilled them for about
15 minutes.

Tonight when | went on the
Food Network website to look
up her recipe, | typed in
“Grilled Artichokes” and be-
lieve it or not there were 91
recipes. Fortunately hers was
the third one. May go back and
look the others up, but I still
think | like the pressure cooker
way best.
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WE’'RE ON THE WEB!

Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.
Get fully downloadable back issues of
the Ranchos Independent
(beginning with April 2006).
Learn how you can add your
Ranchos-area business to this site!

www.theRanchos.com

7112

www.theRanchos.com

Now OPEN IN THE RANCHOS

7112

IN THE MAYWOOD CENTER - $10 HAIRCUTS!
MON-SAT 10AM-6PM - 347-7052

ADS
LOGOS
PR
MARKETING

645-0634

Madera Ranchos| Seutheast Madena (Coanty

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

BROUGHT TO YOU BY SEMCU AND THE GOLDEN VALLEY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Through Friday Night @ the Movies SEMCU
Aug 17 (at Maywood Center)

MOVIES

Date Movie

July 20 Batman Begins

July 27 Zookeeper

August TBD
Aug 18 Fireman’s BBQ Dinner Station 19
Sep 8 SEMCU Swap Meet SEMCU
Oct 6 October Feast SEMCU

Chamber of Commerce

Dec 7 Christmas Tree Lighting Chamber of Commerce

To add items to the Community Calendar contact the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
at 645-4001 or SEMCU at 363-9095. Items must be submitted AT LEAST one month in

advance and are subject to editing.

www.The Ranchos.com
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Learn to Make Soap, Naturally

Learning to make your own soap, nat-
urally, is being presented by the Madera
Master Gardeners on Saturday, Aug. 18
from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. at Madera Commu-
nity College Center. The instructor is Mas-
ter Gardener Monique Taylor.

There is a $10 fee to take the class but
that includes sample soap when you’re
done. The class size is limited to 15 so pre-
paid reservations are required. You’ll need
to wear long sleeves, long pants, safety
glasses and rubber gloves. The specifics are:

Who - Madera Master Gardeners

What - Making Soap, Naturally

Where - Three Sisters Demonstration
Garden, Madera Community College Cen-
ter, 30277 Ave. 12, Madera.

When - Saturday, Aug. 18 from 9-11 a.m.

Why - Crazy fun

How - Age-old soapmaking techniques

For more information/reservations, call
559-675-7879, ext. 210, or reach them by
email at mgmadera@ucdavis.edu. The
Madera Master Gardeners’ office is located
at 328 S. Madera Ave., Madera and their
website is cemadera.ucdavis.edu.

Many people are planning their fam-
ily vacation. For most, that means a long
car ride. Before you hit the road, there
are some things you need to do.

First, make sure someone knows the
route you are taking and when you will
arrive and have your cell phone and
charger with you. Since you will be car-
rying the most precious cargo, your fam-
ily, you need to make sure your car is up
for the trip. Start by checking your tires.
They should be inflated properly and
have plenty of tread. Then check to make
sure your lights are working properly
and your brakes are good.

Next, open the hood and examine all
the hoses and belts. Replace any that
have cracks or are worn. Check all the
fluids in your car. Any fluids that are

Is Your Car Ready for Vacation?

dirty should be flushed and replaced.

If the color of the oil is brown or
milky, it means that coolant is getting
into one or more cylinders in the engine.
This is a serious problem and needs to be
fixed immediately. If you do not fix it,
you run the risk of blowing the engine.

If you are uncomfortable about tak-
ing the car on a long trip, this might be
the time to replace it. A car dealer will
not want your current car since it has
major problems so one excellent alterna-
tive is to donate your car to charity.
Cars4Charities does not care about
its condition and will pick it up for
free. You will get a very nice tax de-
duction for your car donation. Sim-
ply call them at 1-866-448-3487 or go
to www.cars4charities.org.

Make a Difference in a Child's Life

By Ramona Frances

An 8-year-old Madera County boy de-
serves special attention considering he is so
young and living in such a complicated
world. His father has spent the last 8 years
— the boy’s entire life — in prison as part of
a 30-year sentence. The boy visits him at
the prison but instead of being raised by a
mother and father, he is being raised by his
disabled grandmother. His mother is absent.
His grandmother Maria agrees that prison
is not the place you want to take children to
visit a parent, but it is the only way Jose
will get to know his father. The father is his
only role model in his immediate family.
The remaining family lives in Mexico.
What is more, she struggles to get by fi-
nancially.

The boy’s older sister has been
matched in the Big Brothers Big Sisters
program Madera Chapter for nearly a year
but the bay continues to wait. He wants to
know when it will be his turn. When a Big

Sister picks up his sister Alma for an out-
ing, he asks when his “Big” will be com-
ing. He sometimes gets sad and cries
because he does not have something that he
feels he is missing.

Last Christmas he told his grandmother
that he did not want any Christmas gifts —
all he wanted was a Big Brother. Even so,
he remains on the Big Brothers Big Sisters
waiting list along with many other boys and
girls. BBBS matches mentors with youth in
Madera, Fresno, Kings and Tulare counties.
Despite his situation, he is described as hav-
ing a warm and delightful personality. He
shows kindness, is helpful with a sense of
social appropriateness. However, his desire
to be matched is very strong.

Madera Ranchos residents are urged to
consider volunteering an average of four
hours a week to make a difference in a
child's life. For more information or to
reach the Madera office, call 559-673-4863.
To reach the Fresno office, call 559-268-
2447,
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A resident of the Madera Ranchos known
for her artistic versatility, Ramona Frances will
be showing her work Aug. 17 through Septem-
ber at The Coffee Spot and will be featured at
the next Meet the Artist event on Friday, Aug.
24 from4 -7 p.m.

After leaving the newsroom environment
in 2011, Frances, a former reporter and photo-
journalist, began experimenting with the appli-
cation of ink, felt pens, paint and protective
chemicals and graphics to create an often one-
of-a-kind, 3-D effect for portraits and land-
scapes.

"With the eye of a photographer, the talent
of a painter, and the sophistication of a graphic
artist, Ramona brings life into her custom por-
traits with this exciting new technique,” said
Linda Leach of the Madera Ranchos.

Frances often describes her art as the mar-
riage between painting and photograph, "But

until you actually see it, it is hard to imagine,"
she said. "For good or for bad, the results may be
totally unexpected but usually in a very good
way. | honestly don't know if it’s ever been done
this way before. | did a lot of experimentation
and botched some canvases before | got that 'aha’
experience."

Frances learned that putting acrylic paint
directly onto an untreated ink canvas undesir-
ably draws the color out of it. By finding com-
patible chemicals, she was able to achieve
something entirely new in that the realism could
be considered extraordinary. Meanwhile she
has built confidence in a highly marketable
product. Today, she has more invitations to
show her work than work to show. Even so, she
has agreed to host three art shows in summer
and fall and plans to enter the Celebrate Agri-
culture in the Arts competition sponsored by the
Madera County Arts Council. The show at The

Local Artist Brings Unique Technique to The Coffee Spot Arts Show

Coffee Spot will feature human portraits. Those
interested in hiring Frances can either provide a
portrait or digital file, "Provided it meets a cer-
tain photographic standard, and I will paint it,"
she said.

During the Fresno Art Hop in August,
Frances will be showing landscapes on canvas
at the Big Brothers Big Sisters office just south
of Olive Ave. on Van Ness. What is more, the
San Joaquin Parkway will feature her work dur-
ing their 10th Anniversary in October, although
her work may be hung as early as September at
the Coke Hallowell Center for River Studies, a
beautifully restored homestead off of Old Friant
Road on the San Joaquin River in Fresno. Ro-
tating artwork may also be viewed in Madera's
only four-star restaurant, the Vineyard Bar &
Grill. Permanent artwork is on display at Kuck-
enbecker Tractor's main office in Madera as
well as several courthouses in Fresno.

Ramona Frances will be the featured
artist for the month of August at The Coffee
Spot with a Meet the Artist event planned for
Aug. 24.

Senior Report

An Open Letter to Our Grandchildren on the State of America Today

By Verlaine Elinburg

| was going to write an article on the new
healthcare pertaining to seniors but | gave up.
All I could find was a good sales job on all the
issues but you have to keep in mind that there
is another side to the stories. The Ran-
chos/Hills Seniors is in the process of putting
together a small Senior Wellness Day Open
House in the near future and | hope by then |
will have the needed information on how it
will affect our healthcare and our finances.
For now instead, here is letter for our Grand-
children:

As Americans your opportunity for hap-
piness are limited.

Our generation has made a mess of
things and we apologize for the America we
now pass on to you, and give you some guid-
ance on how to undo our mistakes, giving
your grandchildren a country that truly sup-
ports peace, justice and opportunity for all.

\We grew up in a more caring place; few
of us had much money, but jobs were plenti-
ful, moms were not forced to work outside the
home and being a stay-at-home mom was not
a put down. We had little crime and trusted
the people in our lives and most of all our
government and the media.

What happened? We all got blinded by
greed, allowed our government to put us on a
plantation, become their slaves and obey their
choice of laws. We got greedy, we acquired
stuff and it became more important than rela-

tionships. We are selling ourselves the rope
that will hang us. Profits are more important
than people. Our government got greedy also,
and they sell themselves to the highest bidder
and become puppets. They pass laws that hurt
the country and the people.

Our generation, as the word goes, “We
screwed up.”” But there is something that you
can do about it. First, know that this great
country of ours is indeed yours and does not
belong to the government, corporations or
the world. We help the world. As you grow,
study the U.S. history

and fight for it. It’s your country. It’s a great
place. Take it back.

BBQ a Success

The BBQ held at the Senior Center on
July 5 celebrating our freedom was well at-
tended and enjoyed. The winners of the raf-
fle of the Home and Garden Festival were
Robert Aleman, 1st Prize winner of the $250
shopping spree donated by the Ranchos Mar-
ket. Second Prize went to Julie St. Mane, a
case of wine donated by Cru Winery and val-
ued at $240. Third

and what got us into
this mess. Keep in

Prize was a $200 Gift
Certificate donated

touch with what laws
your government is
implementing. Read
the news on politics
on both parties and
make your own deci-
sions. Become in-
volved with what is
going on around you,

This is a very important elec-
tion year. Nothing is free, espe-
cially FREEDOM. Do you still
have to take civics? Only about
half of U.S. citizens bother to vote.
Above all, look to your own con-
science to know what’s fair and
fight for it. It’s your country. It’s a
great place. Take it back.

by Hurst Hardware
and it went to Harriet
Marcario.

The Department
of Health comes peri-
odically to the Center
for free checkups. The
screenings include:
Personal health his-

especially your local,

tory review, blood

state and federal gov-
ernment. They shape your choices of how you
live. We trusted our government to do their
job and they failed us by becoming near dic-
tators.

This is a very important election year.
Nothing is free, especially FREEDOM. Do
you still have to take civics? Only about half
of U.S. citizens bother to vote. Above all, look
to your own conscience to know what’s fair

pressure and blood
sugar test, nutrition and health education and
a low-cost blood test is available. The health
screenings are for 50 and above. For referrals
to medical providers and community services,
the contact number is 675-7893 to make an
appointment.

A nutritionally balanced lunch program
is available Monday through Friday at 11:30
a.m. A suggested price for 60 years and older

is $1.75. Reservations are needed 24 hours in
advance prior to 11 a.m. so remember to call
Joann at 645-4864 and also notify the center
if you need to cancel or change your reserva-
tion.

We have a growing exercise program
being held on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri-
days at 10 a.m. The participants are getting
more than just exercise by attending. They
have fun, share laughs, meet new friends and
get updates on old friends, their fellow mem-
bers and get current news on what is happen-
ing at the Center. There is room for you and
you may attend all three days or just one or
two of them.

On Tuesdays at 12:00 p.m. are a variety
of cards games to be enjoyed. Come and learn
new games.

Check your calendar for daily events for
each day of the week. If you do not have a
copy of the newsletter, stop by the Senior
Center for a copy. Additional copies are avail-
able at the Ranchos Market and Hurst Hard-
ware and several businesses along Avenue 12.
The Farmers Market at the Senior Center has
a variety of vegetables and fruits, and jams
and jellies are available. The Boutique also
has many “on the spot” needed gift items.

Birthdays and Anniversaries will be cel-
ebrated August 11 at the Olive Garden. Call
for details.

The Senior Center monthly sale will be
held on August 4, featuring the Treasure
House, Plant Sale and Boutique. There will
be no bake sale in August.

Click on ““Local News™ at



ID CARDS cont. from P. 3

described as a white male in his mid-30’s.
He sported a blonde crew-cut and wore a red
shirt. Two little girls were seen with the
driver. The other occupant had a beard.

The hotel clerk discovered the card
used to rent the room had been stolen after
he received a call from the victim who re-
sides in Maryland. It had also been discov-
ered that purchases were made on that same
card at a gas station and a donut shop.

When Deputies were dispatched to the
hotel, the rented room was unoccupied.
Deputies were however able to secure a war-
rant to search it and they recovered the fol-
lowing items:

1. Three laptops

2. One printer

3. One scanner

4. Bag containing hundreds of credit

card numbers

5. Magstripe reader

6. One fixed blade knife.

So far detectives have uncovered more
than two dozen victims — many of whom ei-
ther live or work in Fresno County.

If anyone has information about this case,
they are urged to call either the Madera County
Sheriff’s Office at 559-675-7770 or CRIME
STOPPERS at 498-STOP. An anonymous tip to
Crime Stoppers that leads to the apprehension
of these suspects could be worth up to $1,000.

Wanted Man Arrested at Lake

A man wanted in Fresno for battery is
behind bars in Madera County, following
his arrest at Eastman Lake.

Anthony Thomas, 39 of Fresno, was
taken into custody by Sheriff’s Deputies dur-
ing a routine boating check on the lake.

Thomas, along with a group of men,

were reportedly fishing from his boat in a re-
stricted area of the lake. After running his
name, Deputies learned he was wanted on a
$10,000 warrant for domestic violence.
Thomas was taken into custody with-
out incident and booked in Madera
County Department of Corrections.

Sheriff John Anderson is issuing a
fraud alert after learning about a new lot-
tery scam that has been mailed to Madera
County residents.

Just today the Sheriff’s Office re-
ceived a complaint from a local woman
who received a notice in her mail from
“Microsoft Lottery Commission,” an-
nouncing that she had won $4.5 million.

The notice claims the recipient was
picked from the “Hispanic Lottery Euro

Sheriff Issues Lottery Fraud Alert

Million Dollar Promotions Program.”

In order to collect, the recipient is in-
structed to contact a claim agent. In this
case, the agent is a Dr. Frank Martin, for-
eign operations manager of Claim Funds
Payment Company. It listed their email as
claimfunds@rocketmail.com and also
listed a telephone and fax number.

If you receive such a notice in the
mail, Sheriff Anderson says to just throw
it away.
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Russia Named
As 2013 Topic

The United States Academic De-
cathlon has announced that the 2012-
2013 Academic Decathlon theme is
Russia. This year’s Super Quiz topic will
include questions based on six subject
areas including art, economics, literature,
music, science and social science.

The Madera County Academic De-
cathlon will be held on Saturday, Feb. 2,
2013 with seven high schools slated to par-
ticipate. Schools include Liberty High,
Chawanakee Academy, Chowchilla High,
Madera High, Madera South High, Minarets
High and Yosemite High Schools. Team
members will be announced in December.

This will be Madera County’s 31st
year participating in the Academic De-
cathlon hosted by the Madera County
Office of Education.

SCAM cont. from P. 2

some basic rules consumers can follow in
order to avoid falling prey:

« If you receive a check, and are ad-
vised to wire a portion of it back, it’s prob-
ably a scam.

* If you’re asked to wire money for any
reason to someone you do NOT know it’s
probably a scam.

* If you receive a check or money order
from someone you do NOT know, it’s more
than likely fake and you will be responsi-
ble for the entire amount if you cash it.

If you suspect fraud as a result of a
Craigslist seller emailing you, go back to
the ad and flag it. You can also forward any
suspicious  emails to  support@
craigslist.com along with an explanation as
to why you suspect the ad in question is
fraudulent.

Organized Travel Tips

Wasn’t vacationing as a little kid the best
thing ever? You excitedly anticipated the trip
for weeks, and then the morning of, you woke
up, got dressed, and off you went! As adults
we know there’s a lot more involved and we
really need a vacation with the time and en-
ergy it takes to prepare for one. Here are a few
tips that will streamline the process for you.

Create a labeled folder or document en-
velope to store your itinerary, reservation con-
firmations, tickets, maps and packing
checklists. Make photocopies of your pre-
scriptions, passports and credit cards you’re
bringing and place them inside. This is also a
great place to pack postcard stamps, addresses
and emergency phone numbers. Bring the
folder along in your suitcase and use it to

place brochures and memorabilia you collect
while traveling.

Contact the post office (www.usps.com)
and newspaper to put a hold on your mail and
newspaper subscription while you’re gone. In-
form your credit card company if you’ll be
using your card overseas. Arrange care for pets,
plants, and home protection. Put house lights on
timers, secure valuables and give your emer-
gency contact info to a neighbor or friend.
Schedule a tune up for your car and car inspec-
tion if planning a road trip.

Packing only what you need will save you
time, space and money if traveling by air. If
staying in a hotel, find out what amenities they
offer (hair dryers, swim towels, shampoo, etc.)
S0 you don’t pack items they provide. Use a
packing checklist (www.realsimple.com/pack-
ingchecklist) or create your own customized
list on the computer. This is especially handy if
you have an annual trip to the same location.

Keep a basic toiletries bag packed at all
times with deodorant, toothpaste, cotton swabs,
etc. This way you’re less likely to forget one of
the essentials when leaving for a weekend or
vacation.

Place bagged shoes, books and other
heavy objects at the bottom of the suitcase near
the wheels, so they don’t crush clothes when
suitcase is being rolled. Fill the nooks and cran-
nies with rolled up underwear, T-shirts, jeans

and knitwear. Shrink towels, linens, bulky
sweaters and dirty clothes (on the way home)
in travel compression bags.

Use packing cubes, packing folders or
large zipper bags to separate clothing by cat-
egory (workout clothes, shirts, etc.), or con-
tain complete outfits and layer by when it’s
going to be worn. Wrap easily wrinkled items
around the packing cubes to prevent folding
creases.

If youve given up on packing nice jew-
elry, try threading necklaces and bracelets
through straws and place them in resealable
bags or toothbrush holders. Jewelry can also be
stored in seven-day plastic pill holders or in
snack-size resealable bags pinned to the corre-
sponding outfit. Bag small items, like elec-
tronic chargers, and place them in the shoes
you’re packing to make the most of your space.

If packing for air travel, remember the 3-
1-1 rule: 3.4 ounce bottles (or less) packed ina
1 quart-size clear, plastic zip-top bag; 1 bag per
passenger. To expedite your trip through secu-
rity, bring your car keys, loose change, belt, cell
phone, pens jewelry, etc. to the airport in a clear
zip-top bag. That way you can easily place it
on the conveyer and pick it up without a lot of
small pieces to manage. Once you’re settled in
waiting for your flight, you can put everything
in or on where it goes.

Keep prescription medicines in their orig-

inal containers — in case you need to prove
they’re yours. Tie a brightly colored luggage
tag or ribbon to your suitcase to help identify
which black one is yours in the baggage
claim area.

Finally, be prepared to be in the airport
longer than expected by packing a snack bag
with granola bars, snacks and water. You don’t
want to exhaust your spending money before
arriving at your destination! Be sure to bring
your water bottle through security empty.
Happy travels!

Here are some helpful travel websites:

Travel products: www.eaglecreek.com,
www.containerstore.com, www.ebags.com,
www.safeskieslocks.com,www.rei.com,
www.magellans.com, www.travelsentry.org.

Road Trips: www.roadsideamerica.com,
www.familyfun.com, www.weather.com,
www.thebathroomdiaries.com,
WWW.momsminivan.com.

Air Travel: www.waittime.tsa.dhs.gov,
WWW.tsa.gov,

You can contact Brenda McElroy to have
questions answered at Organized by Choice (be-
cause things dontalways fall into place) at PO. Box
26152, Fresno, CA 93729, email her at info@or-
ganizedbychoice.com, visit her website www.orga-
nizedbychoice.com or she can be reached by phone
at559-871-3314.

www. The Ranchos.com
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Classified

Alteration Services

Madlin's Alterations - 40
years experience - Tailor-
ing, repairs and leathers.
Fast service. NEW AD-
DRESS & PHONE NUM-
BER: 36733 Ave. 12. Call
559-645-4583.

Construction

New construction, remodels,
room additions, barns and
patios. Call 559-970-4476

or 559-645-4033.

Floor/Upholstery Care

Pinnacle Carpet Care and
Upholstery - "Dries in min-
utes, not hours."Carpet, up-
holstery, tile/grout cleaning
and sealing, aggregate,
stone, auto, boat and R.V.
interiors. BBB and Golden
Valley Chamber member.
Call Bruce today for a free

Housecleaning - Get ready for
Spring! Get your house, yard and
windows in order. Give us a call for
a free estimate. Call Linda at 559-
645-0308 or Staci at 559-458-
3248.

Painting Services

Painting Services - 40 years
of experience. Licensed.
Frank Kramer Exteriors. Lic.
#273099. Call 645-4113.

Painting Services - Gerald
Scheffing & Son Painting. 40
years experience. Interior & Exte-
rior. Licensed, insured and bonded.
Lic #313070. Call 674-2320.

Recyclables Pick Up

FREE
PICKUP -

RECYCLABLES
KIDS 4 RECY-
CLING offers pickup of
all recyclable materials,
including paper, plastics,

or Neal at 645-1200 or 285-8211.

Tractor Work - House Pods, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete work
and underground utilities installed. Call
559-970-4476 or 559-645-4033.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out. Screen,
track and sills included. Remove hard
water stain on home windows, shower
doors and car windows. Cobweb re-

moval available. Fully insured. Call
Nick at 285-1723. Free estimates.
SENIOR DISCOUNT!

T0 ADVERTISE

TODAY
CALL 645-0634

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive
at the figures given at the bot-
tom and right-hand columns of
the diagram by following the
arithmetic signs in the order
they are given (that is, from left
to right and top to bottom). Use
only the numbers below the
diagram to complete its blank
squares and use each of the
nine numbers only once.

GO FIGURE! byLindaThistle

17
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You can do it yourself or have the  Got broken screens? Madera Glass Glass for picture frames is a spe-
pros at Madera Glass & Mirror & Mirror has the expertise to make cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
take care of your window repairs. quick work of any screenrepair.  a broken one or complete a project.

Madera Glass & Mirror's repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980's. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

Nancy Watson

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

645-5000

WWW.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 20
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 7112

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®

Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:
www.davidparker.info

Property Management -
we can rent your home:

www.parker-properties.info

A Ranchos resident for over 30 years, | am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top
dollar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 « DRE#: 01323109 712

Say yousaw itin thbe IR ancbos IIndependent

www. The Ranchos.com

Don't wait until the last minute. You can be pro-active!

Call me for information regarding Short Sales

Short Sale vs. Foreclosure

a
Buanchos 2eidenr LLIZ KUCHINSKI, cDPE, CRS, GRI, SFR
since 19855 Realtor, Century 21 C. Watson 7112
Century 21 C.Watson\Direct: (559) 364-1000 * Fax: (559) 440-7608

liz@LizKuchinski.com « www.LizSellingHomes.com

7520 North Palm « Fresno

Jerry Eddings, Realtors

Direct Line: 559-435-3366 Madera: 559-645-1890
Fresno: 559-435-1890 FAX: 559-645-5417

www.maderahomes.com DRE #00329063

7112

7112
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* DRILLING * TRENCHING * DIRT WORK -
« efficient ¢ reliable + cost-effective ' Beau

Lic. #899496

Clark’s Performance

* GM, H1 & ASE Master Certified
* General Automotive Repairs
* Hot Rod Customizing & Lowering

Jeff Clarik

645-1578

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

TEXTURED COATING « PAINTING
VINYL SIDING « VINYL WINDOWS
ROOFING

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

VELVET TOUCH

CAR WASH
& DETAIL

37075 AVE. 12 « MADERA RANCHOS

645-6630

B.M.T.

Computer Repair
(559? 917-4507

* Sales & Service

* In-Home Service

Sé Habla Espafiol
Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.

Retired FPD 26 yr. Certifications:
Ca. Lic.#79328 A+/Network +

Microsoft Cerified Pro

Earthwork « Paving ¢ Patching
Seal Coating ¢ Line Striping
Building Pads ¢ Crack Filling

Commercial « Residential

Over 30 Years Experience

License #745268

& TRACTOR SERVICE
HARDPAN DRILLING

674-7770

RGOS

Mobile Notary and
Loan Document Signing

Daytime « Evening « Weekends

Diana J. Tucker

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties

381-5879

Jo-De DRILLING No)i Ll 1 rn.-\ HIGH QUALITY| |ROGER PRATER
GATE SYSTEMS CONCRETE

559-454-8060

Residential & Commercial
38 years experience
Lic. # 599235

(559) 645-0911
(559) 977-8983

+ A/C SERVICE
Ranchos Auto Repair

& Chuck’s Transmission

645-4475

MARION POOL

SERVICE & REPAIR
* Weekly Service
* Equipment
s Supplies
* Residential
* Drains - Upstarts « Commercial

+ Locally Owned
251-2514 351-1605 645-4799
office cell

after 5 p.m.

- Team Program
Need - Kinder Gym
Construction? - Tumble Tofs
+Concrete « Adult Boot Camp g;::::.a"l: e&
:(nglrig?aﬁrgm ;gﬁ’lg * Birtday Parties . . Service I
+ Steel Buildings « Shop Buildings + Open Gym M |tChE“ L V|Ck
»Room Additions « New Construction - Field Trips GENERAL CONTRACTOR
(oo mTtmmm o mm e m T . Cheer Lic. #563698
! e Custom Homes ¢ Concrete ¢
IFREE EST MATES ?ro/uoiry the finest athletes in the world! . Remode”ng o Additions e
All Stage Construction, Inc.| |550Q~447~-1600 5 59_ 456_ 3 1 29
559-68I1-8947 | |www.verduzcoselitegym.com | |mivconst@comeastnet fax 559-453-2599
THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
LIC. #837274 . . YO U D E S E RV E
S\‘\é%g‘ Interior & Exterior
Specializing in
Repaints
559_662_0336 Rental, Residential
& Commercial
559—438—8260 Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-
H H BONDED & coustical Removal
Sales and Service - Free Estimates | |insurep
Duct Testing & Certification He e Color Matching
Locally owned
and operated!
CERTIFIED ARBORIST B&M
* Artful Pruning ) callfor
« Removals Auto & Truck Parts FRE ST + Aluminum
e Disease |:| Store hours: « Fiberglass
M t Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30 .,S;Z;een
anagemen |:| Sat 8:00-4:00 et
Sun 10:00-3:00 * Specialty
I:I Madera Ranchos Plaza Screening
645 TR E E 37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801
s-o=5 | 645-1570

CRONIN MARINE
REFCAIR

INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

SlnCe
1964

Click on ““Local News™ at
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FREE ONLINE DELIVERY

WWW.WIGHTWATERPOOLS.COM

MON-FRI: 9AN-6PM SAT: 10AM-3PM SUN: CLOSE
37167 AVE. 12 #5D (559) 645-1969

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

JEAN BRINER

Today!

(559) 645-0634
The Ranchos Independent

Now (& Again
Thrift & G;%%hop

Come find your treasures

37184 Ave. 12 #104

(next to Pizza Factory)

645-0015

Tu-We-Fr 10:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

closed Sunday & Monday

Th 12:30 p.m. -7 p.m./Sa9am. -3 p.m.

MZC

+ Industrial
« General
o Farm
+ Mig
+Tig
» Stick
+ Certified
« Portable

Welding & Fabrication

call JERRY CLARK - 706-3865

When You Can't Be There
Pets, Plants, Plus+

Specializing in Livestock

call
Sandra Oliver
559-249-3556

Jackié Jones
559-232-1352

Accredited ¢ Insured ¢ Bonded

www.calmbbmwrepair.com

www.The Ranchos.com

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) You're wise to let your Arian skepticism question a former
adversary's request to let bygones be bygones. Time will tell if he or she is trying to pull the wool over
the Lamb's eyes.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Congratulations. Your hard work soon pays off with some well-
deserved recognition. Meanwhile, that important personal relationship needs more attention from you.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) That new person in your life seems trustworthy, but don't turn him
or her into a confidant just yet. Remember: The secret you don't reveal is the one you won't lose sleep over.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Your kindness makes a difference in someone’'s life. But by week's
end, a touch of Cancerian envy could create a problem with a colleague. Take care to keep it under control.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) A new spurt of energy sends you roaring back into that challenging work
situation. But be careful not to overdo it, or your sizzle could fizzle before your task is completed.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Your practical sense helps you see the logic of
being a bit more flexible with a workplace colleague. But you still have a ways to go before there's a
true meeting of the minds.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Asurprise situation could cause you to spend more
money than you feel you can afford. But careful budget adjustments will help. Your fiscal picture soon
brightens.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) That decision you made might still have its
detractors, but your supporters are growing. Meanwhile, your personal life takes on some welcome new
developments.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Matters of the mind intrigue the sage
Sagittarian through week's end. By then, you should feel more than ready to make room for pursuits
of the heart.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) The canny Capricorn can offer good counsel to
others. But how about taking some advice yourself from a close friend or family member who is able
and ready to help?

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) A new workplace opportunity offers a variety of
challenges that you might find intriguing. Best advice: Take things one step at a time so that you don't
feel overwhelmed.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Abid to revive a relationship that ended on a bitter note
needs to be carefully thought out before you can even begin to consider plunging into a new emotional
commitment.

Born this Week

You enjoy ]7%'149 with people, and people Love 1’7%'147 with

you. You would }mﬂmﬁly do Var17 well in }Jalitics.

(c) 2012 King Features Synd., Inc.
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HERE IS A PLEASANT LITTLE GAME that will give you a
message every day. It's a numerical puzzle designed to spell
out your fortune. Count the letters in your first name. If the
number of letters is 6 or more, subtract 4. Ifthe number is less
than 6, add 3. The result is your key number. Start at the up-
per left-hand corner and check one of your key numbers, left
to right. Then read the message the letters under the
checked figures give you.

@ 2011 King Features Synd., Inc. All rights reserved.
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Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all directions -
forward, backward, up, down and diagonally.

Baker Haig Monroe Rusk
Clinton Jay Muskie Shultz
Dulles Kissinger Powell Vance
Fish Madison Rice

@ 2012 King Features Synd., Inc. All rights reserved.

By Fifi Rodriguez

1. GEOGRAPHY: What state is home to
the most of the Yellowstone National
Park?

2. TELEVISION: What was Norm's wife's
name in the sitcom "Cheers"?

3. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a group
of toads called?

4. PERSONALITIES: What 1950s
television newsman signed off his
broadcasts with the words, "Good night
and good luck"?

5. LANGUAGE: What does recalcitrant
mean?

6. MUSIC: What famous duo performed
"Foggy Mountain Breakdown"?

7. MEDICAL: What common condition is
known as cephalalgia?

8. INVENTIONS: Where were
cross-bladed scissors invented?

9. LITERATURE: Who wrote the novel
"Dracula™?

10. MOVIES: What famous actress played
an uncredited bit part as a Halloween
ghoul in the movie "E.T.: The Extra-
Terrestrial"?

ANswers
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(c) 2012 King Features Synd., Inc.

Click on ““Local News’ at
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T 12 |2 4 |5 |8 [7 |8 13 [14 |15 |16
17 18 19
22 23
26 27 30
31 32 |[33 34 37
38 — |39 |40 41
42 |43 |44 |45 46 47 48 |49
50 51 52 53 54 55 56 |57
58 59 60 61 62 |63 64
65 66 67 68 69
70 |71 72 73 74 75 76
77 78 79 80 81 82
83 84 85 86 87 88 (89
90 g1 92 |93 94 95 96
97 98 99 100 101 102
103 104 [105 106 107
108 109 110 11 [112 113
114 115 116 117|118 119 120
121 122 123 |124 [125 126 [127
128 129 130 131
132 133 134 135
ACROSS 55 Non-threat- 101 Take risks 3 Hitch in 41 Fluffy 88 “Bali —"
1 Mineral suffix ening 102 Auto adom- haste female 89 New Haven
4 Awaited 58 Ms. ment 4 Quote from 42 Mouth hardwood
9 Two, in Goldberg 103 Very, very 41 down piece? 91 Brew barrel
Tijuana 60 Act like satisfied 5 — Saud 43 Antique 93 “— Named .
12 Out of line Etna 104 Michael 6 Comic ending Sue” (69 hit)
17 Worthless 62 Fine stuff? Ansara Goodman 44 Impending 95 Slips up
19 Pad 64 Actor series 7 Snorri's peril 98 “— -Ca-
20 Journalist Everett 108 Egg plant? stories 45 Pericles’ Dabra”
Tarbell 65 Bringup 109 Fondue 8 He moves portico ('74 song)
21 Hapsburg 67 Conger ingredient cars 49 Mil. group 100 Biblical
capital 68 Look over 110 Rifleman 9 Excavale 52 De Lesseps' tyrant
22 Like aspy 69 “Superman” 114 Business 10 Laudatory ditch 103 Musical
story star abbr. lyrics 54 Danny or composition
25 Actress 70 Pitch in 115 James of 11 French Stubby 105 Stream
Jennifer 72 Somerset “Misery” philosopher 56 Hot rocks? 106 Kevin of
26 Former Maugham 116 Pearl 12 Isn't 57 Early “SNL"
Pentagon work Harbor's completely orchard? 107 Unrestrained
head 76 Pale locale wrong? 59 Essence 108 Churchill
27 Big name in 77 Gravy 119 Hold back 13 Diocese 61 Machina- trademark
locks ingredient 121 Flautist 14 Roman tions 109 Motown's
28 Dweeb's 79 Prison James Polanski 63 Some Marvin
cousin? pariah 123 The film wines 111 Organ part
30 Competitor 80 Rum sum Searchers hit 15 Put behind 66 Mr. 112 Boxer
31 Germtype 81 Mead's 128 Private's bars Saarinen Griffith
34 Made likely milieu posture 16 Cardiff's 68 See 41 113 Hair coloring
37 Pumper's 83 Eatery 129 Lodge country Across 115 — Grande,
pride 84 Snyder or member 18 Where lions 69 San —, AZ
38 Harrison Hanks 130 Carry on laze Italy 117 Present
Ford movie 85 Houston 131 Joy Adam- 21 Nothing but 70 Basics 118 Weekend
41 With 68 ballplayer son's joy space 71 “Dies —" warriors
down, 87 Detest 132 Hirsute 23 Handle 73 Interstate (Abbr.)
“CHiPs" 90 “Calendar Jamaican 24 Class exit 120 Autocrat
star Girl" 133 Occupy a 29 Usedtobe 74 Coll. cadets 122 Angkor —
42 Tenor crooner cot 32 Imperfection 75 Armada (Cambodian
Thomas 92 Fox's 134 Chutzpah 33 Roof edge member temple)
46 Writer Hunter foot 135 Chariot 35 Breathe like 78 Shred 124 vy
47 Turf 94 Desert bumper? a bull 82 Kind of kiln Leaguer
48 Field marshal schlepper 36 Reverse 84 Prepare to 125 Manage,
Rommel 96 Circus DOWN 37 Eventual be in with “out”
50 Chemistry barker? 1 Peruvian of monarch “Baywatch” 126 Off-rd.
info 97 Fight site old 39 Chip's 85 Vigilant transport
51 Gets slushy 99 Crank's 2 Oklahoma chum 86 Astronomer 127 Formerly
53 Seoul soldier comment city 40 Beseech Khayyam known as

www.The Ranchos.com

@ 2012 King Features Synd., Inc. All rights reserved.
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1
|
1
1 1
| 1
: Every Friday night through August 17 FREE family movies !
: at the Maywood Center beginning at 8 p.m. !
! Bring your lawn chairs or a blanket to spread out on the ground. !

1

1 SEMCU is sponsoring a Community Swap Meet on Saturday,

: September 8 from 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. at the lot at Hurst Hardware

1 on the corner of Berkshire and Fernwood. Booth spaces are $20 each and
:Admission Is FREE. You can sign up for a booth space at Hurst Hardware
1 or call 363-9095 for more information.

| Saturday, October 6
' Food ¢ Music ¢ Raffle « Booths « Carnival

SEMCU REGULAR MEETING

Monday, August 20t 6:30 p.m, * Ranchos Pizza Factory

SAVE THE DATE!



