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Real Estatep l a c e s  y o u ’ v e  e x p e r i e n c e d .  
Y o u r  f a m i l y  w i l l  t r e a s u r e  
t h e s e  a n d  m a y  d r a w  f r o m  t h e m  
t o  c r e a t e  y o u r  o b i t u a r y .   

C r e a t e  a  s h o r t  l i s t  o f  y o u r  
m o s t  p r e c i o u s  b e l o n g i n g s .  Y o u  
m a y  d e s i g n a t e  t h e m  t o  i n d i -
v i d u a l s  o r  f a m i l i e s ,  i f  d e s i r e d .  
G i v e  y o u r  f a m i l y  p e r m i s s i o n  
t o  k e e p  w h a t ’ s  m o s t  p r e c i o u s  
t o  t h e m  a n d  l e t  g o  o f  t h e  r e s t .   

N o n e  o f  u s  c o m e  w i t h  a n  
e x p i r a t i o n  d a t e  s t a m p e d  o n  
o u r  p a c k a g i n g .  M y  g o a l  i s  t o  
h a v e  m y  l i f e  s p a n  m e a s u r e d  i n  
t h e  m a n n e r  o f  K i n g  D a v i d  –  
“ …  a f t e r  D a v i d  h a d  d o n e  t h e  
w i l l  o f  G o d  i n  h i s  o w n  g e n e r a -
t i o n ,  h e  d i e d  … ”  A c t s  1 3 : 3 6 .  

 
F o r  m o r e  i n f o ,  c o n t a c t  O r -

g a n i z e d  B y  C h o i c e  a t  5 5 9 - 8 7 1 -
3 3 1 4  o r  e m a i l  t h e m  a t  
i n f o @ o r g a n i z e d b y c h o i c e . c o m .

ORGANIZE cont. from P. 7

us support our local seniors. The next 
Planning Meeting is on Monday, Feb. 24 
at 1 p.m. 

A volunteer senior at our reception 
desk can give you information on our 
weekly activities and upcoming events 
every weekday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. You 
are welcome to come into the Senior Cen-
ter and pick up a Monthly Newsletter and 
Senior Hot Lunch Calendar. We are look-
ing forward to a great New Year at the 

Ranchos/Hill Senior Center. 
The members of the Ranchos/Hills 

Senior Center are saddened by the passing 
of a founding member, Helen Lowell. 
Helen passed away in November of 2025. 
She will be greatly missed and created a 
wonderful legacy for the senior commu-
nity in the Madera Ranchos. 

Happy Valentine’s Day on Feb. 14. 
Happy President’s Day on Feb. 16. The 
Ranchos/Hills Senior Center will be 
closed on Feb. 16 in observance of Pres-
ident’s Day. 

SENIORS cont. from P. 9

SAY YOU SAW IT ...
... IN THE INDEPENDENT

panded operations in low-tax states, 
shrinking their California operations. 

Without the bill being passed, we 
will revert back to the old tax system – 
standard deductions will be cut and 
high taxes will once again plague the 
country. 

Notably, in 2023, Moore reported, 
“We now have incontrovertible evi-
dence that after five years since they 
took effect, the Trump tax rate cuts of 
2017 raised revenues over this time pe-
riod. 

“In other words, revenues were up 
40 percent in five years. The evidence 
through the first three years of the tax 
cut finds that the share of taxes paid by 
the wealthiest 1 percent rose as well. So 
much for this being a tax giveaway for 
the rich.” 

The U.S. House Ways and Means 
Committee explains that the tax cuts 
need to be extended to continue to “pro-

vide tax relief for families, workers, 
small businesses, manufacturers, and 
farmers. The One, Big, Beautiful Bill, 
makes the successful 2017 Trump tax 
cuts permanent, provides additional tax 
relief for working families and small 
businesses, rewards investment and 
manufacturing in America, and holds 
woke elites accountable while ending 
tax giveaways to the wealthy, China 
and illegal immigrants.” 

“Instead of a $1,700 tax hike, 
working families still recovering from 
Biden’s inflation crisis will now re-
ceive on average a $1,300 tax cut and 
workers will get $3,300 more in real in-
come back into their pockets. Perma-
nence of the 2017 Trump tax cuts will 
save 6 million jobs, including 1.1 mil-
lion manufacturing jobs.” 

But not in California. 
 
Katy Grimes is the Editor in Chief 

of the California Globe. California 
Globe.com. 

EDITORIAL cont. from P. 5
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By Anthony Forestiere 
 

California’s 2026 Tax 
Changes: Federal and State 
Highlights for Residents and 
Businesses 

 
California taxpayers face a dual 

layer of changes in 2026, blending fed-
eral reforms from the One Big Beauti-
ful Bill Act with state-specific 
adjustments. The One Big Beautiful 
Bill Act, signed July 4, 2025, perma-
nently extends most individual provi-
sions of the 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act that were set to expire, while in-
troducing new incentives and limits. 
California's Franchise Tax Board con-
forms to the Internal Revenue Code as 
of January 1, 2025, decoupling from 
later One Big Beautiful Bill Act ele-
ments to protect state deductions like 
those for wildfire victims and military 
retirees. 

These updates apply to tax year 
2026 income (filed in 2027). The IRS's 
October inflation adjustments (using 
chained Consumer Price Index averag-
ing ~2.7 percent) interact with One Big 
Beautiful Bill Act boosts, providing 
broad relief but adding compliance 
steps for businesses and high earners. 

Federal Tax Changes  
Impacting Californians 

One Big Beautiful Bill Act locks 
in the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act 's lower 
rates and higher deductions perma-
nently, averting hikes that would have 
affected 62 percent of filers. 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Act fa-
vors high earners (top 1 percent see ~5 
percent-after-tax income boost) but 
raises taxes on bottom 40 percent vs. 
2025 via un-extended health credits. 
Miscellaneous itemized deductions 
(e.g., unreimbursed expenses) remain 
eliminated, IRS Direct File ends. 

California-Specific Tax Changes 
State reforms emphasize incen-

tives for film, finance, and disaster re-
lief, while extending State And Local 
Tax workarounds. The Franchise Tax 
Board's conformity preserves Califor-
nia advantages like unlimited Social 
Security exclusion. 

Corporate notes: Non Operating 
Loss suspensions through 2026 for 
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>$1M income firms; $5M annual 
credit limit holds (R&D, housing). 

The Billionaire Tax Initiative  
(25-0024) 

A November 2026 ballot measure 
proposes a one-time 5 percent excise 
on net worth >$1B (worldwide, in-
cluding trusts/stocks as of Dec. 31, 
2026). Targets ~200 California resi-
dents; projected $100B for Medi-
Cal/education. Signatures due spring 
2026. 

Planning Considerations for 2026 
• Individuals/Families:Max retire-

ment/ super catch-ups; claim Child Tax 
Credit/Earned Income Tax Credit; ac-
celerate gifts under $15M exemption; 
bundle charity to beat floors. 

• Businesses: Recalculate appor-
tionment/film applications; leverage 
childcare credits; audit Pass Through 
Entity Tax by June 15. 

• High-Net-Worth: Pre-ballot gift-
ing/residency review; model Alterna-
tive Minimum Tax /State And Local 
Tax phaseouts. 

• All: Quarterly estimates if owing 
$500+; use Franchise Tax Board/IRS 
simulators. The One Big Beautiful Bill 
Act 's temporary elements (e.g., State 
And Local Tax lift) signal future flux. 

Federal permanence offers stabil-
ity, but California’s innovations and 
ballot risk demand proactive steps. 
Consult a tax advisor for tailored 
strategies. 

Along with others, SEMCU is a 
nonprofit organization that represents 
the interests of the residents, property 
owners and businesses in Southeastern 
Madera County.  Its concerns, among 
other issues, are our community, 
safety, water, traffic, schools, future 
parks and energy.  We invite commu-
nity members to join SEMCU as board 
members to help shape the South East 
Madera County area and help make a 
difference for our families and young-
sters.  Together, we can build a 
stronger, more vibrant community.   

SEMCU meets once per month for 
about an hour.  You may join us online 
to virtually participate.  To join online, 
go to www.semcu.org for a link and 
simple instructions.  Or, if you prefer, 
you can call in on your cellphone at 
669-900-6833 then enter the ID# 
83632424343 followed with the access 
code 85422.  Our next meeting: Tues-
day, FEBRUARY 17th, 2026, at 6 p.m. 
“See you online” and make your voice 
heard!  

 
SEMCU is “By the community, for the 

community”

Harold “Hal” Parks, 85, of Oakhurst, passed away peacefully on Dec. 14, 2025. 
He was born on March 29, 1940, in Fresno, Calif. to Frank and Betty Parks, longtime 
residents of Oakhurst. 

Hal graduated from Sierra High School in 1958. After high school, he proudly 
served his country in the United States Coast Guard and was a military veteran. He 
later attended the California Highway Patrol Academy, graduating in 1968, and went 
on to serve 15 years as a CHP patrol officer — a role he truly loved. Hal deeply val-
ued the friendships he made in law enforcement and remained closely connected, 
regularly attending retired CHP breakfasts and spending many years with friends 
from the Madera County Sheriff’s Office. He was one of only three resident CHP of-
ficers in the 1970s to serve and assist the Madera county Sheriff's Office . 

Throughout his life, Hal worked hard and pursued many endeavors. He worked 
in his mother’s clothing store, The Men’s Den, and later followed his daughter’s pas-
sion for the restaurant business by opening a Pizza Factory, which led to the suc-
cessful operation of multiple restaurants. Despite his many accomplishments, Hal’s 
greatest passion and pride was always his family. 

Hal is survived by his beloved wife, Maryann Parks; his son, Frank Parks; his 
daughters, Christine, Tracy, and Tricia; his older sister, Ida Mae Corwin; seven cher-
ished grandchildren; and four great-grandchildren. He was a constant and loving 
presence in the lives of his children and grandchildren, deeply involved and im-
mensely proud of each of them. He will be profoundly missed. 

Hal was laid to rest at Oakhill Cemetery in Oakhurst on Friday, Jan. 16, beside 
his parents. 

Harold “Hal” Parks
March 29, 1940 — December 14, 2025

In Memoriam

SAY YOU SAW IT ...
... IN THE INDEPENDENT
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Super Crossword

Say you saw it in the Independent 

Have friends or family  
who love the 

Independent but live 
outside the area? Are 
you moving but you 

still want to keep in touch 
with what’s happening in 

Southeast Madera County? 

to the Independent

37167 Ave. 12, #5C 
Madera, CA 93636

SUBSCRIBE!

 local news • local events • local happenings  
editorial • games • real estate • columns
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SPREAD THE NEWS!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@yahoo.com
       IndependentThe



Page 15

www.The Ranchos.com

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

559-363-9095

“For the 
community, 

by the 
 community.”

SEMCU

Meetings ONLINE • Go to SEMCU.org 
3rd Tuesday of the month • 6 p.m.

QUALITY EXTERIORS, INC.

www.ankqualityexteriors.com

Contractor Lic. #996620
Bonded & Insured

559-645-1392

Real Estate & Mortgage Professionals

www.sellingfresnorealestate.com

Adrian Gutierrezcall

559-363-4968

http://SEMCU.org
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Click on “Local News” at 

Classified
Carpet/Aggregate Cleaning 
 
Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery -  "Dries  in  hours ,  not  days."  
BBB A+ ra t ing .  Epoxy/aggrega te  
spec ia l i s t  too .  Cal l  Bruce  today 
for  a  free  es t imate .  559-676-
0760.  
 
Firewood 
 
Firewood for sale  -  Seasoned Al-
mond f i rewood.  Round or  sp l i t .  
Call  259-7122 or 645-5523.  
 
Gutter Services 
 
The  Gut te r  Doctor  spec ia l iz ing  in  
both  cont inuous  and  s tandard  ra in  
gu t t e r s .  Gene ra l  Con t rac to r .  Re -
pa i r  Main tenance .  26  years  work-
ing  in  the  a rea .  Cal l   
5 5 9 - 9 0 8 - 0 7 5 9 .  
 
Housecleaning 
 
O n e  m o n t h  F R E E !  w i t h  6 -
m o n t h  a r r a n g e m e n t .  4 0  y e a r s  
o f  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  R a n c h o s .  -  
R e f e r e n c e s  a v a i l a b l e  -  L u p e ’ s  
H o u s e  C l e a n i n g ,  r e s i d e n t i a l ,  
o n e - t i m e  s e r v i c e ,  m o v e -
i n s / m o v e - o u t s ,  w i n d o w s ,  c o n -
s t r u c t i o n  c l e a n  u p .  
L u p e P r a d o 2 5 @ y a h o o  . c o m .  

C a l l  e i t h e r  o f  o u r  L O C A L  
n u m b e r s :  5 5 9 - 7 1 0 - 0 6 9 2  o r  
6 5 0 - 7 7 1 - 2 9 1 5 .  
 
Property Clean Up  
 
P r o p e r t y  c l e a n  u p ,  l a n d s c a p e  
ma in t enance  and  t r ee  t r imming  -  
FREE  ESTIMATES.  P ro fes s iona l  
a n d  r e l i a b l e .  C a l l  E r i c  a t  5 5 9 -
903-3757 .  
 
Recyclables Pick Up 
 
KEEP IT LOCAL -  FREE RECY-
CLING PICKUP -  AmericanMade 
Direct /Kids4recycl ing offers  f ree  
pickup of  newspaper ,  shredded 
paper,  al l  household plastic,  glass,  
aluminum and t in cans (containers 
DON’T need to  be CRV).  Metal  
haul  away and cleanups avai lable  
a lso!  80% return back to  commu-
nity! Call Dianna at 559-999-6832.  
 
Tractor/Trenching Services 
 
BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING 
POSTHOLES - Trees - Trenching - 
Clean Up. TRACTOR WORK  
Discing - Rototill ing - Mowing - 
Scraping - Stump Grinding. Call 
John at 908-1066. 

TO ADVERTISE call 559-645-0634
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SAY YOU SAW IT IN
the Independent

• "For pastry cooking, try grating frozen butter into 
the flour. It cuts in better and will stay cool longer. 
This helps when I am making shortbread, as the flour 
and butter need to be combined. I don't end up hav-
ing to put it in the fridge to cool it back down." -- 
C.S. in South Carolina 
• Freshen stuffed animals by securing a few in a pil-
lowcase and adding a fabric softener sheet. Put in the 
dryer on low heat for 20 minutes, then remove and brush out the fur if necessary while 
still warm. 
• "Schedule important doctor's checkups, like your annual physical and dental clean-
ings, in the same month each year, so you will know when they are coming up. I use 
my birth month. My mom always has hers done in February." -- E.D. in Massachusetts 
• Here is an ingenious way to store markers: Collect enough toilet paper rolls to fill a 
shoebox standing upright. Paint or decorate the outside of the shoebox with brightly 
colored paper or paints. Fill with the rolls. The markers stand upright in the toilet 
paper rolls and they are kept standing uniformly across the box. Much better than a 
messy bin, where you can't see the colors that are on the bottom. 
• When you are finished pan frying something, add a bit of water to the pan and put 
it back on the still-warm burner while you eat. When you come back to clean up after 
dinner, the pan drippings will slide right off!  
• If you've been de-cluttering as a part of your New Year's resolutions and you came 
across old pairs of eyeglasses, know that you can donate them to any Lions Club in 
your area. They redistribute the glasses to those who cannot afford them. You don't 
have to know the prescription, and they take reading glasses too! 
 

Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip,  
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803  

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.  



www.The Ranchos.com

Page 17

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Although you're getting kudos and other positive reactions to your 
suggestions, don't let the cheers drown out some valid criticisms. It's better to deal with them now rather 
than later. 
 
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Following your keen Bovine intuition pays off as you not only reassess 
the suggestions that some people are putting in front of you but also their agendas for doing so. 
 
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) You continue on a high-enthusiasm cycle as a new project that you've 
assumed takes shape. You're also buoyed by the anticipation of receiving some good news about a personal 
matter. 
 
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Your eagerness to immerse yourself in your new assignment is 
understandable. But be careful that you don't forget to take care of a pressing personal situation as well. 
 
LEO (July 23 to August 22) This is a good time to learn a new skill that could give the clever Cat an edge 
in an upcoming competition for workplace opportunities. On another note, enjoy the arts this weekend 
with someone special. 
 
VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) You could risk creating an impasse if you insist on expecting more 
from others than they're prepared to give. Showing flexibility in what you'll accept could prevent a 
stalemate. 
 
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Although you can weigh all the factors of a dispute to find an 
agreeable solution for others, you might need the skilled input of someone you trust to help you deal with 
an ongoing situation. 
 
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) The good news is that your brief period of self-doubt turns into 
a positive "I can do anything" attitude by midweek. The better news is that you'll soon be able to prove it. 
 
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) This is a good time for Sagittarians to start making travel 
plans while you can still select from a wide menu of choices and deals -- and not be forced to settle for 
leftovers. 
 
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Like your zodiac sign, the sure-footed Goat, you won't allow 
obstacles in your path to keep you from reaching your goal. Don't be surprised by who asks to tag along 
with you. 
 
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Let your head dominate over your heart as you consider the risks 
that might be involved in agreeing to be a friend's co-signer or otherwise acting as their backup in a fi-
nancial matter. 
 
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Resolve to close the door and let your voicemail take your phone calls 
while you finish up a task before the end-of-week deadline. Then go out and enjoy a fun-filled weekend! 

 

©2025 King Features Synd., Inc. 

Your capacity for care and compassion helps bring comfort to 
others. You could serve as a reliable foundation to many. 

Born this Week
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TRIVIA TEST 
By Fifi Rodriguez

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

 
 
1. Short story author Alice Munro, 2013. 
2. Mount Olympus. 
3. French. 
4. Vasco da Gama. 
5. Bruiser. 
6. 1980. 
7. Bluebell, Alabama. 
8. Strawberries. 
9. Hair loss. 
10. Ireland. 

Click on “Local News” at 

1. LITERATURE: Who was the first Canadian 
to win the Nobel Prize in Literature? 2. 
MYTHOLOGY: What is the home of the 
Greek gods? 3. LANGUAGE: Which language 
is the second most spoken in Canada? 4. HIS-
TORY: Which explorer sailed around Africa to 
discover a trade route between Europe and 
India? 5. MOVIES: What is the name of Elle 
Woods' Chihuahua in "Legally Blonde"? 6. 
GAMES: In what year was the original Pac-
Man video game released? 7. TELEVISION: 
What is the name of the town where "Hart of 
Dixie" is set? 8. FOOD & DRINK: Which pop-
ular fruit has seeds on the outside? 9. MED-
ICAL TERMS: What is the common name for 
alopecia? 10. GEOGRAPHY: In which coun-
try are the Cliffs of Moher located?  

X

X
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