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Things end badly for an intruder 
in the wrong Ranchos home 
at the wrong time
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Click on “Local News” at 

onadelle Ranchos Residents in a home 
in the 15000 block of Monreal Road 

were startled awake by the sound of break-
ing glass about 3:15 Friday morning on 
Jan. 5 as an unknown male intruder kicked 
in the glass of their back door and entered 
their home, shouting, “Let me in or they 
are going to kill me!” according to Sher-
iff's Office reports. 

Commander Bill Ward of the 
Madera County Sheriff's Department 
said the incident was isolated and un-
usual, and remains under investigation as 
a home invasion, a potential burglary and 
as a homicide. 

“The female resident called 911 and 
stayed on the line as the male resident, 
52, physically struggled to subdue and 
contain the intruder,” Ward said. “At 
some point in the struggle, the suspect 
became unconscious. When deputies ar-
rived, they attempted CPR and other life-
saving measures but the suspect was 
deceased. The cause of death is unknown 
at this point, and toxicology and autopsy 
reports are pending. No weapons were 
used by either party in the incident or the 
struggle,” Ward said. 

The motive for the break-in was un-
usual and unknown, Ward said, and men-

B

tal health issues and/or illegal drug use 
by the suspect were also under investi-
gation. No charges have been filed 
against the resident of the home in the 
normally quiet residential area of Mon-
real Road near Avenue 15, east of Road 
36. 

Authorities identified the deceased 
intruder as 37-year-old Daniel Alexander 
Avila. Investigators believe Avila may 
have been living somewhere in the Ran-
chos area, may have been on foot that 
evening and may have randomly selected 
the home to enter. He reportedly had no 
known connection to the residents on 
Monreal Road. Local arrest records indi-
cate Avila had two prior arrests for DUI 
in 2022 but no other significant criminal 
history. He was 5’11”, 230 pounds with 
brown hair and brown eyes. 

Anyone with information on the in-
cident is asked to call the Madera County 
Sheriff's Department at 675-7770. 

Booking photo of 37-year-old Daniel 
Alexander Avila from July of 2022 when he 
was arrested in Madera County for driving 
under the influence.

By Andrew Mark Miller 
                                                                                                                                                      

California State Senator Scott 
Wiener says the bill requiring 
'speed governors' would cut 

down on road deaths 
 
A California Democratic lawmaker 

has introduced a bill he calls “ground-
breaking” that would require all new cars 
sold in the Golden State to be equipped 
with a device preventing them from trav-
eling more than 10 miles per hour over 
the speed limit. 

State Sen. Scott Wiener, a Democ-
rat from San Francisco, introduced the 
Speeding and Fatality Emergency Re-
duction on California Streets Package 

this week that includes a provision that 
would require “new vehicles sold in Cal-
ifornia” to “install speed governors, 
smart devices that automatically limit 
the vehicle’s speed to 10 miles above the 
legal limit.” 

“These changes are a head-on at-
tempt to tackle vehicle fatalities, which 
are surging across the U.S. — and espe-
cially in California — amid a rise in 
reckless driving since the onset of the 
pandemic,” a press release from 
Wiener’s office explained. “A recent re-
port from TRIP, a national transportation 
research group, found that traffic fatali-
ties in California have increased by 22 
percent from 2019 to 2022, compared to 
19 percent for the U.S. overall. In 2022, 
4,400 Californians died in car crashes.” 

The bill package also “requires side 

underride guards on trucks, to reduce the 
risk of cars and bikes being pulled un-
derneath the truck during a crash” and 
“physical improvements like new cross-
walks and curb extensions on state-
owned surface streets to better 
accommodate pedestrians, cyclists, the 
disability community and transit users.” 

The press release argues that these 
changes are meant to “slash” the “Cali-
fornia road deaths epidemic.” 

“The alarming surge in road deaths 
is unbearable and demands an urgent re-
sponse,” Wiener said. “There is no rea-
son for anyone to be going over 100 
miles per hour on a public road, yet in 
2020, California Highway Patrol issued 
over 3,000 tickets for just that offense. 
Preventing reckless speeding is a com-
monsense approach to prevent these ut-

terly needless and heartbreaking 
crashes.” 

Not everyone is on board with the 
legislation, including social media users 
who expressed frustration with the plan. 

“Imagine an empty highway in the 
middle of the night and you can only go 
65,” author Richard Hanania posted on 
X. 

“Just when you thought California 
couldn't possibly get any crazier,” former 
San Diego County Board of Supervisors 
candidate Amy Reichert posted on X. 

A spokesperson for the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
told Fox News Digital the agency “does 
not comment on pending legislation.” 

 
This article originally appeared on 

www.foxnews.com.

Cal Bill Would Make All New Cars Limit Speed to 10 MPH Over Limit

GVUSD Kindergarten Registration
Spread the word – TK (Transi-

tional Kindergarten) and Kindergarten 
registration is beginning for the 2024-
2025 school year. Please bring your fu-
ture kindergartener with you to your 
registration appointment as assess-
ments will be given during the regis-
tration process. 

In order to register your child, you 
will need the following: 1. Your child 
must be 5 by Sept. 1, 2024 for Kinder-
garten. If your child will turn 5 be-
tween Sept. 2, 2024 and 
June 2, 2025, your child 
will qualify for Tran-
sitional Kinder-
garten. You will 
need to bring in 
his/her birth certifi-
cate to verify either. 2. 
Your child’s immuniza-
tion record showing that your 
child is up-to-date on all of his or her 
shots: A. TB Test (A GVUSD Require-
ment); B. Polio (4); C. Diphtheria, 
Tetanus, Pertussis (5); D. Measles, 
Mumps, Rubella (2); E. Hepatitis B 
(3); F. Varicella (Chicken Pox) (2). 3. 
Proof of residency within the Golden 
Valley Unified School District bound-
aries: A. This can be a current utility 
bill, tax records, rental agreement, etc. 
4. A completed registration packet. 5. 
A copy of the registering parent’s dri-
ver’s license. 

Webster Elementary (645-3540) 
Feb. 23 – 26, 2024 by appointment 

only. Kinder and TK registration pack-
ets can be picked up Monday through 

Friday between 7:30 a.m. and 4 p.m. in 
the Webster office beginning Feb. 1. 
When you pick up your packet, you 
will schedule an appointment to return 
your packet for registration on Feb. 24. 
In addition, if you have concerns about 
your immunization records and would 
like to verify that your child has all of 
the necessary shots before your ap-
pointment, please feel free to bring the 
immunization card to the office when 

you pick up your packet. 
Sierra View Elementary 

(645-3560) 
Feb. 16, 2024 – 

8:10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
by appointment only. 
Please call the school 

office at 645-3560 to 
schedule an appoint-

ment. Registration pack-
ets can be picked up Monday 

through Friday between 7:30 a.m. and 
4 p.m. in the Sierra View office begin-
ning Jan. 29. Please return all registra-
tion forms completed to the office by 
Feb. 9. Kindergarten Roundup will be 
by appointment only between 8:10 – 
11:15 a.m. and TK Roundup will be 
between 1 – 2:30 p.m. on Feb. 16. In 
addition, if you would like to verify 
that your child’s immunizations are up-
to-date, please feel free to bring the im-
munization card to the office when you 
pick up your packet. 
Stone Creek Elementary (645-3530) 

Registration packets can be picked 

Please see KINDERGARTEN on P. 3
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up Monday through Friday between 7:30 
a.m. and 4 p.m. in the Stone Creek office 
beginning Jan. 29. Please return all re-
quired registration forms and packet 
completed to the office by Friday, Feb. 
23. When you return your packet, you 
will schedule an appointment for your 
student’s assessment. Assessments will 

be March 1, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., by ap-
pointment only. You and your student 
will return on that date and time. In ad-
dition, if you have concerns about your 
immunization records and would like to 
verify that your child has all of the nec-
essary shots before your appointment, 
please feel free to bring the immuniza-
tion card to the office when you pick up 
your packet. 

KINDERGARTEN cont. from P. 2

By John Binder 
 
Coretta Scott King, the wife of 

Martin Luther King, Jr., once helped 
successfully quash legislation from 
Republicans and Democrats in the 
early 1990s that would have elimi-
nated fines for United States employ-
ers hiring illegal aliens over 
Americans. 

In 1991, former Sen. Orrin Hatch 
(R-UT) led an effort in Congress to 
pass legislation that would have 
thrown out the ability of the federal 
government to fine American employ-
ers for hiring illegal aliens — the lead-
ing magnet for illegal immigration to 
the nation for decades. 

Former Sens. John McCain (R-
AZ), Ted Kennedy (D-MA), Arlen 
Specter (R-PA), and Jeff Bingaman 
(D-NM) were co-sponsors of Hatch’s 
legislation, while in the House Rep. 
Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) and then-Reps. 
Barbara Boxer (D-CA) and John Lewis 
(D-GA) were among the co-sponsors 
of an identical bill from former Rep. 
Edward Roybal (D-CA). 

When Scott King got wind of 
Hatch’s legislation, she authored a let-
ter with other Civil Rights leaders de-
tailing how illegal immigration 
diminishes wages, living standards, 
quality of life and employment oppor-
tunities for America’s working class 
and, specifically, black Americans 
who are most likely to compete against 
illegal aliens for jobs. 

“We are concerned, Senator 
Hatch, that your proposed … elimina-
tion of employer sanctions will cause 
another problem — the revival of pre-
1986 discrimination against black and 
brown U.S. and documented workers, 
in favor of cheap labor — the undocu-
mented workers,” Scott King wrote in 

1991. “This would undoubtedly exac-
erbate an already severe economic cri-
sis in communities where there are 
large numbers of new immigrants. 

“Finally, we are concerned that 
some who support the repeal of em-
ployer sanctions are using “discrimi-
nation” as a guise for their desire to 
abuse undocumented workers and to 
introduce cheap labor into the U.S. 
workforce. America does not have a 
labor shortage. With roughly seven 
million people unemployed, and dou-
ble that number discouraged from 
seeking work, the removal of employer 
sanctions threatens to add U.S. work-
ers to the rolls of the unemployed. 

“Additionally, it would add to the 
competition for scarce jobs and drive 
down wages. Moreover, the repeal of 
employer sanctions will inevitably add 
to our social problems and place an 
unfair burden on the poor in the cities 
in which most new immigrants cluster 
— cities which are already suffering 
housing shortages and insufficient 
human needs services.” 

According to Scott King, fining 
U.S. employers for hiring illegal 
aliens over Americans is a “necessary 
means of stopping the exploitation of 
vulnerable workers and the undercut-
ting of American jobs and living stan-
dards.” 

Those who signed the letter with 
Scott King included William Lucy of 
the Coalition of Black Trade Union-
ists, Norman Hill with the A. Phillip 
Randolph Institute and Dr. Ramona 
Edelin of the National Urban Coali-
tion, among others. 

Thanks in part to Scott King’s op-
position, Hatch’s bill failed in the 
House and Senate. 

This article originally appeared at 
www.breitbart.com.

Martin Luther King’s Widow 
Fought Pro-Illegal Immigration

1/
24
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GO 
HAWKS!

Join us in supporting our 
LIBERTY HIGH HAWKS 

this season and all year long
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Letters

By Betty Van Valkenburg 
 
Many of us in the “older but perhaps 

wiser” generation wonder whether 
today’s students are learning about and 
appreciating America’s history and its 
founders’ insistence on individual liberty. 

Refresher Course

Dear Editor: 
I have seen a bright light in spite of the 

chaos and confusion all around us. Looking 
at the candidates for U.S. Senate I ignore 
the Democrats since they are the direct 
cause of the chaos and confusion emanat-
ing from Sacramento and Washington D.C. 
On the Republican side I see more conven-
tional lawyers and even a baseball player. 
Then I saw the bright light: Sharleta Bas-
sett of Biggs, Calif.  

Sharleta and her husband have raised a 
large family. She is respected and endorsed 
by her local church, has served in the city 
assembly and is currently working in her 
family business as well as serving as mayor 
of Biggs.  

What makes Sharleta a light in a time 
of darkness is her references to God, 
church, bible and Jesus. Our governing so-
ciety has rejected God, biblical morality 
and Jesus as Lord of all. The result is dark-

ness, chaos and confusion everywhere. 
I watched Sharleta on TV and heard 

her say that she did not choose to run for 
U.S. Senate until God told her to do it. And 
she obeyed God. She obviously is con-
tributing positively to her community and 
has been given a mandate to bring Biblical 
morality and common sense to the U.S. 
Senate.  

Some day, Sharleta will stand before 
God. He will likely say, “Well done.” We 
all will stand before God. I, for one, want 
to hear the same words. I believe God put 
the thought in my mind to support Sharleta 
financially and to write this letter to the ed-
itor on her behalf.  

I am for Sharleta Bassett and encour-
age the rest of us to support her with our re-
sources, contacts and votes. 
 
Knute Hansston 
Rolling Hills 

With that in mind, quoted below is our 
nation’s Bill of Rights, one of America’s 
three founding documents, to be shared 
with youngsters as well as any older folks 
who could use a refresher course.  

According to the Bill of Rights Insti-
tute website, “The Constitution lacked 
limits on government power. Federalists 
advocated for a strong national govern-
ment. They believed the people and states 
automatically kept any powers not given 
to the federal government. Anti-Federal-
ists wanted power to remain with state 
and local governments and favored a bill 
of rights to safeguard individual liberty. 

“The first 10 amendments to the 
Constitution make up the Bill of Rights. 
James Madison wrote the amendments as 
a solution to limit government power and 
protect individual liberties through the 
Constitution. For example, the Founders 
saw the ability to speak and worship 
freely as a natural right protected by the 
First Amendment. Congress is prohibited 
from making laws establishing religion or 
abridging freedom of speech. The Fourth 
Amendment safeguards citizens’ right to 
be free from unreasonable government in-
trusion in their homes through the re-
quirement of a warrant.” 

The Bill of Rights  
First Amendment: Congress shall 

make no law respecting an establishment 

of religion, or prohibiting the free exer-
cise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the 
people peaceably to assemble, and to pe-
tition the government for a redress of 
grievances. 

Second Amendment: A well-regu-
lated militia, being necessary to the secu-
rity of a free state, the right of the people 
to keep and bear arms, shall not be in-
fringed. 

Third Amendment: No soldier shall, 
in time of peace be quartered in any 
house, without the consent of the owner, 
nor in time of war, but in a manner to be 
prescribed by law. 

Fourth Amendment: The right of the 
people to be secure in their persons, 
houses, papers, and effects, against un-
reasonable searches and seizures, shall 
not be violated, and no warrants shall 
issue, but upon probable cause, supported 
by oath or affirmation, and particularly 
describing the place to be searched, and 
the persons or things to be seized. 

Fifth Amendment: No person shall 
be held to answer for a capital, or other-
wise infamous crime, unless on a pre-
sentment or indictment of a grand jury, 
except in cases arising in the land or naval 
forces, or in the militia, when in actual 

Please see TEA PARTY on P. 17
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“... for the first 
time in history, 

government, 
the people 

said, was not 
our master,  

it is our  
servant; its 
only power 
that which 

we the  
people allow 

it to have.”

Guest Editorial

By Jeff Lukens 
 
When in the course of human 

events it becomes necessary for one 
people to dissolve the nonsense which 
has connected them with another, they 
should speak loudly about the hogwash 
that impels them to that separation. 
Conservatives have reached the break-
ing point between themselves and the 
progressive Left. We were the silent 
majority who must now speak loudly 
against the globalists who are running 
our country into oblivion. It is time for 
a change, and 
Donald Trump is 
the champion of 
our cause. 

Globalist pro-
gressives have 
taken over all the 
vital institutions. 
Ordinary people 
say the economy 
unfairly provides an edge for the influ-
ential instead of benefiting everyone. 
Bi-coastal elites have become wealthy, 
concentrating on media, communica-
tions, technology, entertainment and fi-
nance. Ordinary people in the heartland 
have been left behind while their jobs 
have been outsourced to Asia and Latin 
America. Meanwhile, Democrats have 
chosen to walk away from everyday 
people living paycheck to paycheck 
rather than trying to win their votes. 

Conservatives have lost control 

over organizations that have shaped 
their communities over the years. Many 
judges and lawyers no longer respect a 
settled body of law. Churches no 
longer preserve our foundational Chris-
tian heritage, and college professors 
don't enforce firm standards of aca-
demic accomplishment. Globalist pro-
gressives have taken over all the vital 
institutions. Now, even parents are 
timid about enforcing discipline and 
passing on traditional family values to 
their children. Conservatives are 
mocked as people who cling to their 

Bibles and their 
guns and are la-
beled as fascists, 
haters, homo-
phobes and worse. 

The ruling 
class has given us 
$35 trillion in na-
tional debt; an un-
d e r f u n d e d ,  

politicized and emasculated military; 
more than 8 million illegal aliens; mas-
sive police defunding; 100,000 dead 
each year due to fentanyl; and a highly 
partisan DOJ and FBI. The ruling class 
see their wealth as a shield to protect 
them from the consequences of the 
mess they have gotten us into. 
Growing Level of Anger in America 

There is a growing level of anger 
in America. Defunding the police, ille-
gal immigration, rising crime, green 
energy and the woke doctrines of DEI 
and CRT have proven disastrous to the 
lives of working-class people, and they 
are pushing them toward the conserva-
tive cause. People see societal dys-
function as an alarming hazard to their 
way of life. There is talk of secession. 
We have never seen anything like this, 
and it is getting worse. This is a battle 
between good and evil, and ordinary 
people are starting to fight back as 
never before. 

Deplorables are awakening to their 
vast, unharnessed power. Rising oppo-
sition by working people is turning the 
tables and leading to increased boycotts 
and open protests over the wokery of 
the Left. With the rise of the internet, 
the government is losing the facade of 
being kept honest by an independent 
press corps. Grassroots patriots are 
finding new ways to communicate 
ideas they have never expressed pub-
licly. People are flocking to citizen 

Populism and the Rise of Trump 

 
The only question is when 

and how the forces of national 
populism will end the rule of the 
Ivy League globalists who have 
done so much to ruin the nation. 

  

Please see EDITORIAL on P. 17
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I would say that I am shocked 

by the level of audacity some peo-
ple exhibit,  but I’m not even sure 
that’s possible anymore. We have a 
surplus of audacity in the world 
today, and I feel l ike the lion’s 
share of it  exists in my company. 
Working with the demographic of 
people that I happen to work with 
comes with many benefits,  one of 
which is that it gives me plenty of 
stories to write about. I can’t think 
of any more benefits at this partic-
ular moment, but I’m sure they’ll  
come to me.  

I’ve talked about what I do 
many times over the years. One as-
pect of my job is certifying our 
caregivers in CPR, which is re-
quired by both state and federal 
mandate. Just this past week, I was 
in the office to teach a class when I 
had to deal with an annoying lady 
and two of her minions who didn’t 
want to be there 
and had ab-
solutely no 
issue making 
that clear to me 
and the other 
students.  

As I sent 
around the 
sign-in sheet 
this banshee of a woman asked why 
they all had to take CPR so often. 
For reference, they only have to 
take the class once every two 
years. I  don’t particularly think 
that qualifies as often, but theory 
of relativity and all.  I said this to 
her and she replied that she just 
took the class in October. Spoiler 
alert.  She didn’t.  We didn’t do 
CPR in October. I know this for a 
fact because we shut down CPR re-
certification in October to make 
room for our state mandated annual 
training classes. Having been to 
this particular rodeo more than a 
few times in the years I’ve worked 
in this position, I  made the edu-
cated guess that she had taken the 
annual training class and couldn’t 
differentiate between a lecture 
course and doing the chest com-
pression cha-cha on a plastic man-
nequin. I  gave her a professional 
version of this explanation and as-
sumed the conversation was over. I 
was wrong. I was wrong and get-
ting more annoyed with every syl-

The Audacity of Audaciousness

lable her nasally voice uttered.  
After several rounds of her,  

“No, I am sure it  was CPR,” to 
which I responded, “We didn’t hold 
any CPR classes this past October,” 
she finally demanded I check my 
records. By this point she had man-
aged to whip up two other squawky 
little hens who parroted her claim 
that they all recertified in October. 
After what I humbly refer to as an 
award-worthy performance of self-
control and professionalism, I man-

aged to get them 
to shut up, sit  
down, and start 
watching the 
video with a 
promise that I 
would double-
check our 
records, which I 
did. It  was no 

surprise that it  showed that all  of 
their CPR certifications were, in 
fact,  expired, but I didn’t stop 
there. In a type-A, control freak 
moment I decided to dig deep and 
get the entire story. I  was right,  
they were here in October … for 
the annual training classes. Then I 
went further, because now I had a 
point to prove. I checked the sign-
in sheets at reception and in the 
last two years all  three of those 
women had only walked into the 
building eight times in total. Every 
one of their certifications was at 
least two months expired.  

I  know I should have just  
walked back into the training room 
and said I  didn’t  f ind a record of 
them attending in October. I could-
n’t do it. After the scene they made 
I  had the burning need to make 
sure they knew they were not only 
mistaken, they were “double se-
cret” mistaken. I  pulled them all  
out into the hall  to speak to them 

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds
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  Menu Included 
• AM PM 
  Medications 
• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very 
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LANDSCAPE DIRT 
& DRIVEWAY

1/
24

call Mark Crawford • 559-225-1435 
CrawfordInsuranceGroup@yahoo.com 

25-Year Ranchos resident • 30+ years experience 
Lic. #OE52033 & 0800722auto • home • commercial • workers comp

1/
24

Please see GEN WHY on P. 7

 
We have a surplus of audac-
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like the lion’s share of it exists 
in my company. 
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I f  I  w a i t e d  u n t i l  I  f e l t  
l i k e  i t  t o  p u t  m y  b u s i n e s s  
d a t a  i n t o  Q u i c k B o o k s ,  c l e a n  
t h e  t o i l e t s  a n d  w a s h  s h e e t s  —  
t h e y  w o u l d n ’ t  g e t  d o n e .  I  
n e e d  s t r u c t u r e .  I  l i k e  t h i s  
d e f i n i t i o n :  “ C o n s t r u c t  o r  
a r r a n g e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  p l a n ;  
g i v e  a  p a t t e r n  o r  o r g a n i z a -
t i o n  t o . ”   

M o s t  o f  u s  f i n d  s t r u c t u r e  
m u c h  e a s i e r  
w h e n  i t ’ s  
c o m p u l s o r y .  

“ I  g e t  
e v e r y t h i n g  
d o n e  a t  
w o r k . ”  

“ W i n t e r  
b r e a k  i s  o v e r ,  
a n d  n o t h i n g ’ s  
c h e c k e d  o f f  
m y  l i s t . ”  

“ W h y  i s  i t  
s o  h a r d  t o  a c -
c o m p l i s h  
t h i n g s  n o w  t h a t  I ’ m  r e t i r e d ? ”  

S o u n d  f a m i l i a r ?  W h e n  
d e a d l i n e s  a n d  s c h e d u l e s  a r e  
e n f o r c e d  b y  o u t w a r d  s o u r c e s ,  
w e ’ r e  o f t e n  m o r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  
w i t h  o u r  “ t o - d o s . ”   

O n e  o f  m y  s e l f - i m p o s e d  
t o - d o s  i s  t o  m a k e  a  C h r i s t m a s  
p h o t o  b o o k  b e f o r e  t h e  n e x t  
C h r i s t m a s  a r r i v e s .  W h e n  y o u  
h a v e  a  w h o l e  y e a r  t o  g e t  
s o m e t h i n g  d o n e ,  i t ’ s  e a s y  t o  
p u t  i t  o f f .  L a s t  y e a r ,  I  f a i l e d  
t o  d o  i t  u n t i l  t h e  l a s t  m i n u t e  
—  m a k i n g  t h e  p r o j e c t  m o r e  
s t r e s s f u l  t h a n  i t  n e e d e d  t o  
b e .   

Y o u  m i g h t  h a v e  a  h a l f  
d o z e n  t h i n g s  f l o a t i n g  a r o u n d  
i n  y o u r  h e a d  n e e d i n g  y o u r  
i m m e d i a t e  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  a n -
o t h e r  h a l f  d o z e n  w a i t i n g  o n  
t h e  b a c k  b u r n e r .  W i t h o u t  
s o m e  s t r u c t u r e ,  i t  c a n  f e e l  

G e t t i n g  T h i n g s  D o n e

o v e r w h e l m i n g .  T h i n g s  c a n  
f a l l  t h r o u g h  t h e  c r a c k s .  G r a b  
y o u r  2 0 2 4  c a l e n d a r  a n d  w a l k  
t h r o u g h  t h e s e  t i p s  f o r  a  p r o -
d u c t i v e  n e w  y e a r .   

C r e a t e  a  p a t t e r n  f o r  r e -
p e a t e d  t a s k s / a c t i v i t i e s .  
C h o o s e  a  t i m e  o f  t h e  d a y ,  d a y  
o f  t h e  w e e k ,  o r  d a y  o f  t h e  
m o n t h  d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  t a s k  
o r  a c t i v i t y .  R e c o r d  i t  o n  y o u r  
c a l e n d a r  l i k e  a n  a p p o i n t m e n t .  
T h i s  i s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  t h i n g s  
l i k e  b i l l - p a y i n g ,  h o u s e h o l d  
c h o r e s ,  e x e r c i s i n g  a n d  e v e n  
f a m i l y  t i m e s .  

C r e a t e  a p p o i n t m e n t s  f o r  
p r o j e c t s  a n d  t o - d o s .  N e e d  t o  
f o l l o w - u p  o n  a  d i s p u t e d  b i l l ,  
r e t u r n  l i b r a r y  b o o k s ,  p a y  
2 0 2 2 ’ s  t a x e s ?  W a n t  t o  o r g a n -
i z e  y o u r  c l o s e t ,  c l o s e  o u t  
y o u r  s t o r a g e  u n i t ,  v i s i t  
Y o s e m i t e ?  W e  a r e  m u c h  m o r e  
l i k e l y  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h e s e  
t h i n g s  w h e n  w e  p u t  t h e m  o n  

t h e  c a l e n d a r  
f o r  a  s p e c i f i c  
d a t e  a n d  
t i m e .  

I d e n t i f y  
t h e  b e n e f i t s .  
M y  f a m i l y  
a n d  I  e n j o y  
l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  
C h r i s t m a s  
p h o t o  b o o k s  
f r o m  p r e v i o u s  
y e a r s .  C l o s -
i n g  o u t  y o u r  
s t o r a g e  u n i t  

i s  m o n e y  i n  y o u r  p o c k e t .  V i s -
i t i n g  Y o s e m i t e  c r e a t e s  a  
m e m o r y  t o  t r e a s u r e .  I d e n t i f y -
i n g  b e n e f i t s  i n c e n t i v i z e s  u s  
t o  p u s h  t h r o u g h  t h e  t e m p t a -
t i o n  t o  p r o c r a s t i n a t e .    

I d e n t i f y  t h e  c o n s e -
q u e n c e s .  C o n s e q u e n c e s  i n -
c r e a s e  e x p o n e n t i a l l y .  T h e  
l o n g e r  s o m e t h i n g  h a n g s  o v e r  
y o u r  h e a d ,  t h e  m o r e  s t r e s s  i s  
a t t a c h e d  t o  i t .  F i n a n c i a l  
p e n a l t i e s  a c c r u e  w h e n  b i l l s  
o r  t a x e s  a r e  i g n o r e d .  O u r  
p h y s i c a l  f i t n e s s  q u i c k l y  
w o r k s  i n  r e v e r s e  w h e n  w e  
s t o p  b e i n g  a c t i v e .  T h e  p a p e r  
p i l e  t a k e s  m o r e  t i m e  t o  s o r t  
t h e  l o n g e r  i t  b u i l d s .  L a s t  
y e a r  t h e  Y o s e m i t e  f a l l s  w e r e  
m u c h  l e s s  s p e c t a c u l a r  b e -
c a u s e  w e  f a i l e d  t o  s c h e d u l e  a  

privately and explained what I  
found. The two minions nodded and 
went back to their seats without any 
more argument. Troublemaker num-
ber one, however, basically ignored 
l i terally all  the perfectly simple 
words I  said to her.  Instead, she 
pointed to the copy of the sign-in 
sheet I  was showing her and tri-
umphantly said, “See, I told you that 
I just came for CPR in October.” For 
reference, the date at the top of the 
sheet in giant letters was November 
of 2021. I  stared at her in absolute 
incredulity.  I’ve met some thick-
headed people in my life,  but this 
was a first.  I pointed to the date and 

asked her to read i t  out loud. She 
did, but it didn’t seem to register, so 
I proceeded to (as gently as I could) 
explain to her that though right next 
to each other on the calendar, Octo-
ber and November were not actually 
the same month.  Furthermore,  the 
year 2021 is definitely not the same 
as 2023, no matter how much it  
seems like i t .  So basically,  every-
thing on that page should have con-
vinced her to tuck her tail  between 
her legs and go back to her seat. Not 
this brick wall  of a human being. 
No, this woman shrugged and said, 
“if  you say so.” I  don’t  say so,  
ma’am. The calendar does.  

Seriously, the audacity of some 
people. 

Sago Rey 
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000 
Palms & Sagos in stock. 

We also have a wide selection of 
Shade & Fruit trees.

6700 E. Central Ave. • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Juan and Maria at

1/24

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

 
Yo u  m i g h t  h a v e  a  h a l f  

d o z e n  t h i n g s  f l o a t i n g  
a ro u n d  i n  y o u r  h e a d  n e e d -
i n g  y o u r  i m m e d i a t e  a t t e n -
t i o n  a n d  a n o t h e r  h a l f  
d o z e n  w a i t i n g  o n  t h e  b a c k  
b u r n e r.  Wi t h o u t  s o m e  
s t r u c t u r e ,  i t  c a n  f e e l  
o v e r w h e l m i n g .   

 

Let us help prepare your 
trees for winter!

call today and get
10% 
OFF!

LIC. #1017900 
BONDED & 
INSURED

1/24

Please see ORGANIZE on P. 9

674-1663 
23338 Ave. 14 

Madera

DRILLING AND 
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned 
Since 1976

1/24

Lic.#414178
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Click on “Local News” at 

Over 15 years of experience 
Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife  

Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation 
Nuisance animal trapping 

Call for an inspection TODAY!
1/24

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts 

559-824-6336 
 37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

Arts & Crafts Studio • Bisque • Wood Items

1/
24

Appointment Only -- Give us a call!
Visit us at www.RanchosCraftersStudio.com 
and Facebook “What’s Up in the Ranchos” 
Contact us for SPECIAL GROUP PARTIES 

NEVER a sitting fee • Walk-ins ALWAYS welcome

 
 
S o ,  a f t e r  1 7  w e e k s  o f  f o o t -

b a l l ,  i s  y o u r  t e a m  i n  t h e  p l a y -
o f f s ?  O f  c o u r s e  w e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  
s e e  o u r  f a v o r i t e  t e a m  w i n  a n d  b e  
i n  t h e  p l a y o f f s ,  a n d  u l t i m a t e l y  
e n d  u p  i n  t h e  S u p e r  B o w l ,  b u t  
a f t e r  r e a d i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  y e a r ’ s  
S u p e r  B o w l  I ’ m  n o t  s o  s u r e  I  
w o u l d  w a n t  t o  g o .  T o  c o n v i n c e  
y o u  t h a t  m a y b e  t h i s  i s n ’ t  t h e  
y e a r  t o  g o ,  I  f o u n d  s o m e  s t a t i s -
t i c s .  

I t  w i l l  b e  p l a y e d  i n  t h e  M e t  
L i f e  S t a d i u m  i n  E a s t  R u t h e r f o r d ,  
N e w  J e r s e y  i n  a  
s t a d i u m  t h a t  
d o e s  n o t  h a v e  a  
r o o f  o n  i t .  A c -
c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
W e a t h e r  
C h a n e l ,  t h e  
w e a t h e r  f o r e -
c a s t  i s  a  h i g h  o f  
3 9  w i t h  a  l o w  o f  
2 0  f o r  t h e  2 n d  
o f  F e b r u a r y ,  t h e  
d a y  o f  t h e  
g a m e .  

T i c k e t s  o n  
t h e  5 0  y a r d  l i n e  
a r e  a r o u n d  
$ 7 , 6 5 0  a n d  i n  
t h e  n o s e  b l e e d  
s e c t i o n  a r o u n d  $ 2 , 3 3 7 .  

N o  i c e  c h e s t s ,  b a c k  p a c k s ,  
w o m e n ’ s  h a n d b a g s  o r  u m b r e l l a s  
–  w h a t  d o  y o u  d o  i f  i t  r a i n s ,  o r  
w o r s e  y e t ,  s n o w s ?  H o w e v e r ,  y o u  
c a n  t a k e  i n  a  b l a n k e t  –  o n l y  i f  i t  
i s  s l u n g  o v e r  y o u r  s h o u l d e r  –  
t h a t ’ s  w h a t  t h e  r u l e  b o o k  s a y s .  

A n d  h e r e ’ s  t h e  k i c k e r  –  n o  
t a i l  g a t i n g !  I f  y o u  w a n t  t o  e a t  o r  
d r i n k ,  y o u  h a v e  t o  p u r c h a s e  f r o m  
t h e  c o n c e s s i o n s  i n s i d e  t h e  s t a -
d i u m .  A n d  a  f e w  o f  t h o s e  p r i c e s :  
U l t i m a t e  N a c h o s  –  $ 1 4 ;  H o t  d o g  

–  $ 9 ;  P e a n u t s  –  $ 6 ;  a  b o t t l e  o f  
w a t e r  –  $ 5 ;  D r a f t  b e e r  –  $ 1 2 .  

S o  I  t h i n k  I  a m  c o n v i n c e d  
I ’ m  g o i n g  t o  s t a y  h o m e ,  e n j o y  
t h e  g a m e  i n  a  n i c e  w a r m  h o m e  
w i t h  f a m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s ,  d r i n k s  
a n d  s n a c k s  i n  t h e  n e x t  r o o m  a n d ,  
o h  y e a h ,  a  p o t t y  r o o m  r i g h t  d o w n  
t h e  h a l l .  L o o k  a t  i t  a n o t h e r  w a y :  
I ’ v e  n o t  s p e n t  a  f e w  t h o u s a n d  
d o l l a r s .  

W h e r e v e r  y o u  s p e n d  t h e  d a y  
h o p e f u l l y  w a t c h i n g  y o u r  f a v o r i t e  
t e a m  r u n  a l l  o v e r  t h e  o p p o s i n g  
t e a m ,  y o u  h a v e  t o  h a v e  s n a c k s .  
N o t h i n g  f a n c y ,  n o t  a  t h r e e  
c o u r s e  m e a l ,  a n d  f o r  h e a v e n ’ s  
s a k e  o n l y  f i n g e r  f o o d s .  T h e  m o s t  
y o u  s h o u l d  h a v e  t o  p u t  o n  t h e  
t a b l e  a r e  s o m e  p a p e r  p l a t e s  a n d  
n a p k i n s .  B e  s u r e  t o  d o  t h e  m i x -
i n g ,  c o o k i n g  a n d  w h a t e v e r  e l s e  
i s  n e c e s s a r y  o n  S a t u r d a y  s o  t h a t  
o n  S u n d a y  w h e n  y o u  g e t  h o m e  
f r o m  c h u r c h  a l l  y o u  h a v e  t o  d o  i s  

g e t  y o u r  s n a c k s  
o n  t h e  t a b l e ,  
m a y b e  o r d e r  a  
p i z z a ,  a n d  
e n j o y  y o u r  
g u e s t s  a n d  t h e  
g a m e .  T h e  g a m e  
s t a r t s  a t  3 : 2 5  
p . m .  

I  f o u n d  a  
r e c i p e  t h a t  
s o u n d s  e a s y ,  
a n d  g o o d :  

C h i c k e n  
C h e e s e  B a l l s  

1  r o t i s s e r i e  
c h i c k e n  –  p u r -
c h a s e d  a t  t h e  
s t o r e  

¼  C  h o t  s a u c e  –  o r  a m o u n t  
y o u  l i k e  

1  t s p .  b l a c k  p e p p e r  
1  ¾  C  g r a t e d  c h e d d a r  c h e e s e  
¼  C  s l i c e d  g r e e n  o n i o n s  
1  C  f l o u r  
3  e g g s ,  b e a t e n  l i g h t l y  
2  C  b r e a d  c r u m b s  ( p a n k o  a r e  

b e s t )  
V e g e t a b l e  o i l  f o r  f r y i n g  
H a v e  o i l  h e a t e d  t o  3 5 0  d e -

g r e e s  
T a k e  t h e  m e a t  f r o m  t h e  

c h i c k e n ,  d i s c a r d i n g  t h e  s k i n  a n d  

by Jean Briner

Superbowl Snacks

E d i t o r ’s  N o t e :  W i t h  t h e  
p a s s i n g  o f  A u n t  J e a n ,  I  
h a v e  d e c i d e d  t o  b r i n g  y o u  a  
“ B e s t  O f ”  o f  h e r  r e c i p e s  
o v e r  t h e  p a s t  1 0  y e a r s .  
G o o d  r e c i p e s  a r e  t i m e l e s s  
a n d  I  h o p e  y o u  e n j o y  t h e m  
a l l  o v e r  a g a i n .  

T h i s  a r t i c l e  w a s  w r i t t e n  
b e f o r e  S u p e r b o w l  X L V I I I  i n  
2 0 1 4  b e t w e e n  t h e  S e a h a w k s  
a n d  B r o n c o s .

(January 2014)

ThePoopFairies.com

559-GOT-POOP
Yard Gate Safety • Sanitize/Deodorize • Waste Monitoring 

(559-468-7667) 1/
24

b o n e s .  S h r e d  t h e  c h i c k e n  a n d  p u t  
i n  l a r g e  b o w l ,  a d d  t h e  h o t  s a u c e ,  
p e p p e r ,  c h e e s e  a n d  g r e e n  o n i o n s .  
T o s s  t o  c o m b i n e .  R o l l  t h e  m i x -
t u r e  i n  s m a l l  b a l l s ,  a b o u t  t h e  
s i z e  o f  a  g o l f  b a l l .  

I n  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  p a n s  ( p i e  
p l a t e s  w o r k  w e l l )  p l a c e  t h e  f l o u r  
i n  o n e ,  t h e  e g g s  i n  a n o t h e r  a n d  
t h e  b r e a d  c r u m b s  i n  t h e  t h i r d .  
R o l l  e a c h  o f  t h e  b a l l s  f i r s t  i n  t h e  
f l o u r ,  t h e n  i n  t h e  e g g s  a n d  f i -
n a l l y  i n  t h e  b r e a d  c r u m b s .  P l a c e  
o n  a  c o o k i e  s h e e t  u n t i l  r e a d y  t o  
f r y .  W h e n  t h e  o i l  i s  r e a d y ,  f r y  
t h e  b a l l s  i n  b a t c h e s .  C o o k  f o r  
a b o u t  2  m i n u t e s  p e r  b a t c h .  P l a c e  
t h e  c o o k e d  b a l l s  o n  a  p l a t e ,  l i n e d  
w i t h  p a p e r  t o w e l s  t o  d r a i n .   

S e r v e  t h e  c h i c k e n  b a l l s  w i t h  
R a n c h  D r e s s i n g  o r  m a k e  y o u r  
o w n  B l u e  C h e e s e  D r e s s i n g :  

1  ½  C  m a y o n n a i s e  
½  C  p a c k e d  b l u e  c h e e s e  –  

b r o k e n  u p  
½  t s p .  h o t  s a u c e  
2  t s p .  W o r c e s t e r s h i r e  s a u c e  
1  t s p .  s a l t  
J u i c e  o f  h a l f  a  l e m o n  
1  t s p .  c h o p p e d  g a r l i c  
I n  l a r g e  b o w l ,  c o m b i n e  a l l  

i n g r e d i e n t s  a n d  a d j u s t  t h e  s e a -
s o n i n g .  S e r v e  i n  s m a l l  b o w l  w i t h  
t h e  c h i c k e n  b a l l s .  

M y  t w o  f a v o r i t e  d i p s ,  a n d  
e a s y  t o  m a k e ,  a r e :  

S e v e n  L a y e r  D i p  
T h e  q u a n t i t i e s  i n  t h i s  r e c i p e  

w i l l  d e p e n d  o n  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  
s e r v i n g  p l a t e  y o u  u s e .  W h e n  I  
t a k e  i t  t o  o u r  f a m i l y  p a r t y ,  I  u s e  
a  l a r g e  f l a t - r i m m e d  b a k i n g  
s h e e t .  

L a y e r  f r o m  b o t t o m  t o  t o p :  
R e f r i e d  B e a n s  
S o u r  C r e a m  

Please see RECIPES on P. 9

 
W h e re v e r  y o u  s p e n d  t h e  

d a y  h o p e f u l l y  w a t c h i n g  
y o u r  f a v o r i t e  t e a m  r u n  a l l  
o v e r  t h e  o p p o s i n g  t e a m ,  
y o u  h a v e  t o  h a v e  s n a c k s .  
N o t h i n g  f a n c y,  n o t  a  t h re e  
c o u r s e  m e a l ,  a n d  f o r  
h e a v e n ’s  s a k e  o n l y  f i n g e r  
f o o d s .  T h e  m o s t  y o u  s h o u l d  
have  t o  pu t  on  t he  t ab l e  a re  
s o m e  p a p e r  p l a t e s  a n d  n a p -
k i n s .   

 



Page  9

www.The Ranchos.com

1/24

G u a c a m o l e  
C a n n e d ,  d i c e d  c h i l e s  
S h r e d d e d  l e t t u c e  
C h o p p e d  t o m a t o e s  
S h r e d d e d  c h e e s e  ( I  l i k e  t o  

m i x  c h e d d a r ,  j a c k  o r  p e p p e r  
j a c k )  

C h o p p e d  b l a c k  o l i v e s  
C h o p p e d  g r e e n  o n i o n s  
T h i s  i s  s u c h  a  v e r s a t i l e  

r e c i p e ;  y o u  c a n  u s e  m o r e  o f  o n e  

o f  t h e  i n g r e d i e n t s  t h a t  y o u  o r  
y o u r  f a m i l y  p r e f e r s  a n d  y o u  c a n  
a d d  a  l a y e r  o f  s a l s a  o r  s e r v e  i t  
o n  t h e  s i d e .  S e r v e  w i t h  t o r t i l l a  
c h i p s .  

S o u r  C r e a m  a n d  O n i o n  D i p  
1  p i n t  s o u r  c r e a m  
1  p k g .  d r y  o n i o n  s o u p  m i x  
I n  a  s m a l l  b o w l  m i x  t h e  s o u r  

c r e a m  a n d  s o u p  m i x ,  p u t  a  l i d  o n  
i t  a n d  r e f r i g e r a t e  u n t i l  r e a d y  t o  
s e r v e .  T h i s  s h o u l d  b e  m i x e d  a t  
l e a s t  2 4  h o u r  b e f o r e  s e r v i n g  s o  

RECIPES cont. from P. 8

Got a holding tank to fill? What about a swimming pool? 
Don’t want to waste your precious well water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!

1/
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t r i p  f o r  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  s e a s o n .  
I f  t h e  b e n e f i t s  d o n ’ t  g e t  y o u  
g o i n g ,  c o n s i d e r  t h e  c o n s e -
q u e n c e s  o f  n o t  f o l l o w i n g  
t h r o u g h .  

C r e a t e  a  c o n t i n g e n c y  p l a n .  
T h i s  y e a r  I ’ v e  s c h e d u l e d  s o m e  
d a t e s  t o  w o r k  o n  m y  C h r i s t m a s  
p h o t o  b o o k  e a r l y  i n  t h e  y e a r .  
I ’ v e  a l s o  w r i t t e n  i t  d o w n  t o  d o  
i n  J u l y  —  j u s t  i n  c a s e .  L i f e  
o f t e n  d o e s n ’ t  p a n  o u t  a s  
p l a n n e d .  I f  w e ’ r e  p r e p a r e d ,  
w e ’ r e  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  h a v e  s u c -
c e s s  e v e n  w h e n  t h a t  h a p p e n s .   

I f  y o u ’ r e  o n e  w h o  c a n  r e l y  
c o m p l e t e l y  o n  y o u r  m e m o r y  
a n d  i n t e r n a l  m o t i v a t i o n  t o  d o  
i t  a l l  —  t h a t ’ s  g r e a t !  F o r  t h e  
r e s t  o f  u s ,  s t r u c t u r i n g  t o - d o s  
a n d  u s i n g  o u r  c a l e n d a r s  f o r  
m o r e  t h a n  d o c t o r  a n d  h a i r  a p -
p o i n t m e n t s  c a n  m e a n  t h e  d i f -
f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  g e t t i n g  t h i n g s  
d o n e ,  a n d  n o t .  

 
Contact Organized by Choice at  

P.O. Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729, 
call 559 -871-3314 or email 
in fo@organized bychoice.com. Yo u  
can  v i s i t  www.  organizedby-
choice.com when you go online.

ORGANIZE cont. from P. 7

o n i o n s  c a n  s o f t e n .  B e s t  w h e n  
s e r v e d  w i t h  r u f f l e d  p o t a t o  c h i p s .  

A n d  y o u  c a n ’ t  h a v e  a  s n a c k  
t a b l e  w i t h o u t  s o m e t h i n g  s w e e t :  

C a r a m e l  B r o w n i e s  
1  s t i c k  b u t t e r ,  m e l t e d  
1 / 3  C  a n d  ½  C  e v a p o r a t e d  

m i l k  
1  b o x  G e r m a n  C h o c o l a t e  c a k e  

m i x  
1  C  f i n e l y  c h o p p e d  p e c a n s  o r  

w a l n u t s  
9 0  c a r a m e l s ,  u n w r a p p e d  
1 / 3  C  s e m i s w e e t  c h o c o l a t e  

c h i p s  
P o w d e r e d  s u g a r  f o r  d u s t i n g  

t o p  o f  b r o w n i e s  ( O p t i o n a l )  
P r e h e a t  o v e n  t o  3 5 0  d e g r e e s .  

L i g h t l y  b u t t e r  a n d  f l o u r  a  9 x 9  
b a k i n g  p a n .  

Pour  1 /3  C  evapora t ed  mi lk  in  
a  b o w l  w i t h  t h e  c a k e  m i x .  A d d  
t h e  m e l t e d  b u t t e r  a n d  t h e  
c h o p p e d  n u t s .  M i x  t h e  i n g r e d i -
e n t s  t o g e t h e r  –  i t  w i l l  b e  r e a l  
t h i ck .  

D i v i d e  t h e  d o u g h  i n  h a l f .  
P r e s s  ha l f  o f  dough  i n  bo t t om o f  
p repa red  pan  fo r  f i r s t  l aye r .  Bake  
u n t i l  s l i g h t l y  s e t ,  a b o u t  8  t o  1 0  
m i n u t e s .  R e m o v e  f r o m  o v e n  a n d  

s e t  a s i de .  Whi l e  t he  f i r s t  l aye r  i s  
bak ing ,  unwrap  t he  ca r ame l s  and  
pu t  i n  t op  o f  a  doub l e  bo i l e r  w i th  
t h e  r e m a i n i n g  ½  C  e v a p o r a t e d  
m i l k .  S t i r  o c c a s i o n a l l y  u n t i l  t h e  
c a r ame l s  a r e  me l t ed  and  t he  mix -
tu r e  i s  smoo th .  Pou r  t he  ca r ame l  
l a y e r  o v e r  t h e  b a k e d  l a y e r ,  
s p r e a d i n g  e v e n l y .  S p r i n k l e  t h e  
c h o c o l a t e  c h i p s  o v e r  t h e  w a r m  
ca r ame l  l aye r .   

O n  a  p i e c e  o f  w a x e d  p a p e r  
s p r e a d  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  b r o w n i e  
mix  in to  a  square  s l igh t ly  sma l l e r  
t h a n  t h e  b a k i n g  p a n .  C a r e f u l l y  
l a y  i t  o n  t o p  o f  c a r a m e l  a n d  
choco l a t e  ch ip  l aye r .  Bake  fo r  20  
t o  25  minu t e s  –  do  no t  ove rbake .  
Remember ,  t hey  w i l l  con t i nue  t o  
bake  a f t e r  you  t ake  them f rom the  
o v e n .  R e m o v e  f r o m  o v e n  a n d  l e t  
c o o l  t o  r o o m  t e m p e r a t u r e .  C o v e r  
t h e  p a n  a n d  r e f r i g e r a t e  f o r  s e v -
e r a l  h o u r s  t o  a l l o w  t o  s e t .  W h e n  
y o u ’ r e  r e a d y  t o  s e r v e ,  s p r i n k l e  
w i t h  p o w d e r e d  s u g a r  ( o p t i o n a l )  
a n d  c u t  i n t o  s q u a r e s .  S e r v e  w i t h  
l o t s  o f  co ld  mi lk  o r  ho t  co f f ee .  

W h a t e v e r  y o u  d o  –  H A V E  A  
G O O D  T I M E !  

( A n d  G O  B R O N C O S ! )  

1/
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Click on “Local News” at 

B y  M e l a n i e  Wi l l i a m s  
 
W e l c o m e  t o  t h e  R a n c h o s / H i l l s  S e n i o r  C e n t e r .  T h e  2 0 2 4  N e w  

Y e a r  h a s  b e g u n .  
W e  i n v i t e  a l l  s e n i o r s  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  t o  c o m e  a n d  s e e  w h a t  

a c t i v i t i e s  m i g h t  i n t e r e s t  y o u  a t  t h e  S e n i o r  C e n t e r .  R e n e w a l  
M e m b e r s h i p  f o r m s  w e r e  e m a i l e d  o r  
s e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  m a i l  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  
w e e k  o f  D e c e m b e r .  I f  t h e y  w e r e  
m i s s e d ,  w e  h a v e  f o r m s  a v a i l a b l e  a t  
t h e  r e c e p t i o n  d e s k  i n  t h e  S e n i o r  
C e n t e r .  

T h e  f i r s t  M o n t h l y  S a l e  o f  2 0 2 4  
o p e n s  o n  S a t u r d a y ,  F e b .  3 .  T h e  
T r e a s u r e  H o u s e  a n d  B o u t i q u e  S a l e  i n  
t h e  m a i n  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  S e n i o r  C e n -
t e r  w i l l  o p e n  a t  8  a . m .  a n d  c l o s e  a t  
1 2  p . m .  T h e  S e n i o r  C e n t e r  r e c e i v e s  
m a n y  d o n a t e d  i t e m s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
y e a r  f r o m  t h e  R a n c h o s  c o m m u n i t y .  
T h a n k  y o u  t o  a l l  w h o  h e l p  k e e p  t h e  
S e n i o r  C e n t e r  o p e n  t h r o u g h  y o u r  
m e m b e r s h i p  a n d  d o n a t i o n s .  

W e  h a v e  p l e n t y  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  
a t t e n d  f o r  a l l  s e n i o r s  i n  t h e  c o m m u -
n i t y .  O u r  A n n u a l  V a l e n t i n e ’ s  D a y  
P o t l u c k  i s  h a p p e n i n g  o n  W e d n e s d a y ,  
F e b .  1 4  a t  5  p . m .  J o i n  u s  f o r  a  f u n  t i m e  o n  “ s w e e t h e a r t s ’  d a y ”  
w i t h  a  f e w  s u r p r i s e s  p l a n n e d  f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  M a k e  s u r e  t o  c a l l  a n d  
s i g n  u p  a t  t h e  S e n i o r  C e n t e r  t o  r e s e r v e  y o u r  s p o t  a t  5 5 9 - 6 4 5 -
4 8 6 4 .  

W e  h a v e  o u r  m o n t h l y  G a m e  N i g h t  P o t l u c k  a n d  G e n e r a l  M e e t -
i n g  o n  T h u r s d a y ,  F e b .  8  a t  5  p . m .  N o  s i g n  u p s  a r e  r e q u i r e d ,  j u s t  
c o m e  w i t h  a  h o t  o r  c o l d  d i s h  f o r  e i g h t  t o  1 0  p e o p l e  a n d  y o u r  
o w n  p l a t e  a n d  t a b l e w a r e .  D o n ’ t  f o r g e t  a  f r i e n d l y  s m i l e  a n d  y o u r  
f a v o r i t e  t a b l e  g a m e  t o  s h a r e  w i t h  o t h e r s .  

S e n i o r s  c a n  j o i n  u s  a t  o u r  m o n t h l y  B i r t h d a y  a n d  A n n i v e r s a r y  
L u n c h e o n  o n  t h e  t h i r d  S a t u r d a y  o f  e a c h  m o n t h .  W e  c e l e b r a t e  o u r  
s e n i o r s  a n d  t h e i r  s p e c i a l  d a y s .  T h i s  u p c o m i n g  m o n t h ,  w e  a r e  
m e e t i n g  a t  t h e  L i b e r t y  C a f é  o n  S a t u r d a y ,  F e b .  1 7  a t  1 1 : 3 0  a . m .  
P l e a s e  s i g n  u p  a t  t h e  S e n i o r  C e n t e r  s o  w e  c a n  c a l l  f o r  s e a t i n g  
r e s e r v a t i o n s .  

W e e k l y  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  t h e  R a n c h o s / H i l l s  S e n i o r  C e n t e r  i n c l u d e  
t h e  e x e r c i s e  c l a s s  l e d  b y  J o  C h a s e  e v e r y  M o n d a y ,  W e d n e s d a y  
a n d  F r i d a y  a t  1 0  a . m .  P l a y e r s  o f  c a r d  a n d  t a b l e  g a m e s  a l s o  m e e t  
t o g e t h e r  e v e r y  T h u r s d a y  a t  1 2 : 1 5  p . m .  M a n y  s e n i o r s  j u s t  l i k e  t o  
s t o p  b y  t o  w o r k  o n  o u r  p u z z l e s  e a c h  m o n t h .  

D a i l y  s e n i o r  m e a l s  a r e  b a c k  a g a i n  i n  2 0 2 4  a t  t h e  

Senior Report

New Year? New Activities — Ranchos/Hills Senior Center has Plenty of Events for Seniors in 2024
R a n c h o s / H i l l s  S e n i o r  C e n t e r .  S e n i o r s  d o n ’ t  n e e d  t o  b e  m e m b e r s  t o  
e n j o y  a  w o n d e r f u l  h o t  m e a l  d u r i n g  t h e  w e e k .  T h e  S e n i o r  L u n c h  
P r o g r a m  o f f e r s  a d u l t s  f r o m  6 0  y e a r s  a n d  o l d e r  a  n u t r i t i o n a l l y  b a l -
a n c e d  l u n c h  e v e r y  w e e k d a y  t h e  S e n i o r  C e n t e r  i s  o p e n .  S o m e  f a -
v o r i t e  m e a l s  i n c l u d e  c h i c k e n  f a j i t a s  a n d  p u l l e d  B B Q  p o r k  
s a n d w i c h e s .  J a i m e  d o e s  a  g r e a t  j o b  w i t h  t h e  h o t  m e a l s  a n d  m a k e s  

e v e r y o n e  f e e l  w e l c o m e .  W e  w o r k  w i t h  
t h e  E a s t e r n  M a d e r a  R e c r e a t i o n  a n d  
P a r k s  D e p a r t m e n t  t o  p r o v i d e  t h i s  o u t -
r e a c h  t o  a l l  t h e  s e n i o r s  i n  t h e  c o m m u -
n i t y .  

I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  h e l p  p l a n  o r  
i n t r o d u c e  a  n e w  a c t i v i t y  f o r  t h e  S e n i o r  
C e n t e r  c a l e n d a r ,  w e  w e l c o m e  n e w  s u g -
g e s t i o n s  a n d  v o l u n t e e r s  t o  h e l p  u s  
m a k e  i t  h a p p e n  f o r  o u r  l o c a l  s e n i o r s .  
T h e  n e x t  P l a n n i n g  M e e t i n g  i s  o n  M o n -
d a y ,  F e b .  2 6  a t  1  p . m .  A  v o l u n t e e r  
s e n i o r  a t  o u r  r e c e p t i o n  d e s k  c a n  g i v e  
y o u  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  o u r  w e e k l y  a c t i v i -
t i e s  a n d  u p c o m i n g  e v e n t s  e v e r y  w e e k -
d a y  f r o m  9  a . m .  t o  1  p . m .  

W e  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  a  g r e a t  
N e w  Y e a r  a t  t h e  R a n c h o s / H i l l  S e n i o r  
C e n t e r .  H a p p y  V a l e n t i n e ’ s  D a y .  

Q u o t e  f o r  F e b r u a r y :  “ F e b r u a r y  i s  
t h e  p e r f e c t  t i m e  t o  c h e r i s h  f r i e n d s h i p ,  

c e l e b r a t e  d re a m s  a n d  g o a l s ,  a n d  re f o c u s  o n  l i v i n g  a n  i n t e n t i o n a l  
l i f e . ”   - U n k n o w n  

WE’RE ON THE WEB!

www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com

Visit the Independent’s own Website and get fully 
 downloadable back issues of the Independent 

(beginning with April 2006)
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Card games, board games, jigsaw puzzles and much more ... the Ranchos/Hills 
Senior Center has mapped out activities for Ranchos-area seniors for 2024 that in-
clude events coinciding with holidays, birthdays and anniversaries. In addition,  
there are exercise classes and a daily lunch program. Contact the Senior Center at  
645-5864 for more information. 

(exp. 2-29-24)
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Say you saw it in the Independent 
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Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential 
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting 

Concrete Foundations & Flatwork1/24
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Golden Oak 4-H 
 

By Jacob Garzon 
 
Over the two to three weeks that kids 

have off for winter break, most of them 
spend their time relaxing and playing 
video games or watching T.V. However, 
not all kids spend their time relaxing 
around the house. Over winter break, 4-H members are hard at work with all the ac-
tivities in which they are involved. For example, Golden Oak 4-H members are busy 
preparing for their upcoming fair season, staying on a constant feeding schedule and 
keeping their animal pens clean. 

One Golden Oak 4-H member, Hunter Williams-Smith, explains the troubles of 
taking care of animals. “One of the most difficult tasks of owning animals is defi-
nitely damage control due to the weather,” he said. “The weather definitely takes a 

toll on the animals' health and 
the pens. Vacation can also be a 
hassle because it can be hard to 
find someone who is willing to 
feed your animals twice a day 
for multiple days.” 

4-H members are also plan-
ning ahead due to the two fairs 
in our area. This includes the 
preparation for the purchases of 
animals due to the strict weight, 
age and species requirement for 
each fair. This means to meet 
their requirements, 4-H mem-
bers must calculate the nutri-
tional value of the food they are 
giving to their animals. Some 

4-H projects require members to plan out their breeding schedule to align with proper 
birth dates in order to meet the age requirement. 

All of this work has a purpose, and it has a payoff. 4-H members are working to 
build their projects and make their skills better. This pays off at fair time when they 
show their animals, and sometimes win, and when they sell their animals, hopefully 
for a profit. We all know that hard work is worth it, and 4-H is a great example of this. 

 
Sierra Shadows 4-H 

 
By Mikayla Carr 

 
Last month the Sierra Shadows 4-H Club had a Christmas potluck. The event 

was held at the Liberty Leaf building. The meal included salads, desserts, hot choco-
late, bread and pasta. A game that the members played was musical chairs and the 
kids loved it. After the 
games and feast, the 
members had their or-
nament exchange. 

This month, the 
January 4-H meeting 
was held on Jan. 9. The 
meeting started at 7 
p.m. and ended at 8 
p.m. and started with 
the pledges followed 
by the treasurer and 
secretary reports. Next 
the healthy living offi-
cers did a presentation 
on New Year's resolu-
tions. They said that in 
order to achieve your 

www.The Ranchos.com

The members of the Sierra Shadows 4-H Club enjoyed their 
Christmas potluck dinner and then got involved in a Christmas or-
nament exchange with fellow members following the meal.)

Please see 4-H on P. 15

As part of his continuing preparation, Wyatt Morgan 
grooms his steer months before the Madera Fair.
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Click on “Local News” at 

Friday, March 1 • 6 p.m.

The DANTE CLUB • No-Host Bar • Live/SilentAuctions
Your $75 ticket includes Crab, Salad, Pasta, Bread and Dessert!

Tables of 10 are available for your Business or Group for only $700.  Business Sponsorships are also available. 
Call for info. Proceeds go to the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce. The Annual Crab Feed always sells 

out so get your tickets early! You can get your tickets at the Chamber office or the Ranchos Independent.

1/
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The  20th Annual Chamber

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our next meeting, this time 
on the first Wednesday of the month. Join us on February 7 at 6 p.m. at 37167 Ave. 12, Suite 
5C. Come give your input on the future of the Ranchos. Call us at 645-4001.

Why Should I Join the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce?

Call the Chamber for more information. 645-4001

1. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce carries the reputation of being a leader 
of business integrity in the Ranchos and my affiliation lends my business credibility. 

2. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce is a close-knit organization in which members support each other’s businesses. 
3. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce requires financial support 
in order to perform its job of increasing the economic prosperity of the Ranchos. 
4. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce unifies the public spirit of 

the Ranchos and directs it into useful and constructive channels that are not limited to business. 
5. Because I feel a sense of personal obligation to improve the quality of life where I live.



www.The Ranchos.com

Page  13

1/
24



Page 14

By Igal Treibatch 
 

What next? 
 
What is SEMCU resolved to do 

next? Help re-introduce the Flatlander’s 
Day Parade  & Fair. 

1. Hold a Yard Sale at the Flat-
lander’s Day Parade & Fair to help the 
Golden Valley Schools, Senior Center 
and local U.S. Veterans with funds we 
raise. 2. Help donors to the Flatlander’s 
Day Parade & Fair “Yard Sale” get tax 
deductions while helping our commu-
nity. 3. Hold a raffle for every donating 
party holding a receipt from SEMCU at 
the end of the fair. 

There has always been a “crafts fair” 
at the parade featuring different venders 
of art, home goods, food and information 
about community services. This year’s 
parade and fair are scheduled to take 
place on Saturday, 
May 18 at Liberty 
High School. 

SEMCU is 
planning a Flat-
lander’s Day Pa-
rade & Fair “Yard 
Sale” and a raffle 
during the day of 
the parade to help 
our community’s 
Senior Citizens, 
our local U.S. Vet-
erans and our Golden Valley Schools. 
All donating parties will receive a raffle 
ticket to be drawn after the parade and 
have a chance to win. 

We all collect unused items in our 

backyards, garages and closets. Springtime 
is coming and spring cleaning can help us 
all. There are more than 4,000 homes 
around Southeastern Madera County and I 
have no doubt we can all use some help in 

getting rid of un-
used clutter while 
we get a TAX 
CREDIT that will 
reduce our taxes. 
No donated item is 
too small or too big. 

SEMCU is a 
non-profit organi-
zation, and dona-
tions can be an 
asset to the donor. 
A SEMCU dona-

tion receipt for the estimated value of the 
donation may be used as a “deduction” 
from your tax bill. Beginning in Febru-
ary, we will make available a free pickup 
of donated items (until the parade’s date) 

from your home just by calling 559-363-
9095. You will receive a legitimate re-
ceipt for the estimated value of your 
donation for your tax deduction and a 
raffle ticket for the drawing that will take 
place at the end of the parade. You may 
donate anything from work tools, bicy-
cles, cars, furniture, clothes, books, 
paintings, art, camping equipment or 
pretty much anything else. 

SEMCU’s next meeting on Feb. 19 
at 6 p.m. will be held at the library Tele-
conference Room at 37398 Berkshire Dr. 
in the Ranchos. The public is invited and 
encouraged to participate and offer ideas 
for projects to help our community. You 
may come by or participate online by 
going to www.SEMCU.org for the link, 
or participate by calling 669-900-6833. 
Enter meeting ID# 836-3242-4343 with 
access code 854221. 

SEMCU is “By the Community, 
For the Community”

Click on “Local News” at 

Victor Lee Coffey

Victor and Phyllis Coffey, both from Green River, Wyoming, and 
residents of Madera Ranchos, California, are now in their Heavenly 
Home. They were married for 68 years. 

Victor Lee Coffey passed away on Jan. 23, 2024 at the age of 88 and 
Phyllis Ann Coffey passed away three days later on Jan. 26, 2024 at the 
age of 92. 

They are survived by three children: Darold, LeAnn (husband Mike 
Fursman), and Denise (husband Terry Breeden); along with five Grand-
children, nine Great Grandchildren and three Great Great Grandchildren. 

Until we all meet again …

In Memoriam

February 6, 1935 -- January 23, 2024
Phyllis Ann Coffey

August 26, 1931 -- January 26, 2024

The Bookshelf

2024 Brings New Library Offerings
By Jerrica Edmundson 

 
2024 has arrived, and with it we are 

ramping up the offerings we have here 
at the Ranchos Library. We are always 
searching for new ways to support the 
community and we finally can announce 
the implementation of our newest offer-
ing: the Library of Things. This is a pro-
gram where you can check out physical 
items, not just books. We have things 
like guitars, sewing machines, GoPro 
cameras, telescopes, microscopes, knit-
ting and crochet beginner kits, and so 
much more available to request and 
check out just like you would a book. 
You must be over 18 to check these 
items out and we are limited to one item 
out at a time per person, but we are so 
excited to have this expanded offering 
available for our patrons.  

We still have our Zip Books pro-
gram running, where you can have a di-
rect impact on what we add to the library 
collection. Zip Books allows us to order 
books and audiobooks to be delivered 
straight to your door, so long as they are 
available on Amazon and can be cata-
logued through our circulation system. 
Ask us at the desk if you would like 
more information about this great pro-
gram. 

The previously promised magazine 
expansion has finally come to be, and 
we have loads of different magazine 
subscriptions available for perusal 

within the branch, as well as the usual 
offering of the Fresno Bee, Madera 
Tribune, and of course the Ranchos 
Independent. While these are not able 
to be checked out, we do have them 
all readily available for browsing and 
even offer comfy chairs and couches 
for relaxing in the temperature-con-
trolled environment we maintain. 
Come hang out and stay dry and 
warm and take part in our free Wi-Fi 
connections and quiet atmosphere.  

I have officially started planning 
for our 2024 Summer Reading Pro-
gram, and I can’t say much about the 
details, but I can say it will be a fun 
one. Keep an eye out on our Facebook 
page for details as they are available.  

As always, we are so appreciative 
of the community support and feed-
back we receive, and if there is ever a 
way we can do something to help, let 
us know.  

The Madera Ranchos Library 
37398 Berkshire Drive 

559-645-1214 
Sunday and Monday Closed 

Tuesday 11 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
Wednesday and Thursday 

11 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday 

11 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
www.MaderaCountyLibrary.org 
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1146 Barstow #G • Clovis
559-797-2528

Caesar Dents 
& Auto Body Repair

If you’ve been involved in a wreck, you know there’s nothing worse. Will 
your car be like it was? Will it cost an arm and a leg to fix? Will it take 
forever? Call Caesar Dents. Estimates are always free, the work is 
impeccable and the price just might surprise you.

Auto • Aircraft • Boats 1/
24

Michael Sutherland 
& Associates, Inc.

1/24 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TIRED OF PAYING 
FOR FLOOD INSURANCE?

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation 
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely).  
You can't afford to wait any longer,  

so contact the professionals 
today at

• The first 72 hours in jail pose the highest 
risk of death for an inmate, for any reason. 
• The cat in "The Godfather" was a stray 
that director Francis Ford Coppola found 
in the studio and handed to Marlon Brando 
before the shot. The animal took a shine to 
Brando and settled in his lap, purring so 
loudly that the crew was afraid the noise would drown out the dialogue! 
• And speaking of cats ... cheetahs communicate with house cat-like meows 
rather than roars like most big cats. 
• Benjamin Franklin sold chocolate in his print shop in Philadelphia. 
• Forget about whether pineapple belongs on a pizza -- how about snake? For 
a limited time snake will be on Pizza Hut's menu in Hong Kong, as the restau-
rant partners with another eatery known for its snake stew.  
* A tool bag lost during a spacewalk orbits Earth and is visible to people on 
the ground. 
* Researchers at George Washington University found that the skin behind our 
ears and between our toes has a different set of microbes than those found on 
more frequently washed areas, so heed Mama's advice and don't forget to 
scrub them. 
• In 1873, billiards became the first sport to have a world championship. 
• Prior to the 17th century, common folk seated themselves on stools and 
benches, while chairs were designed for royalty and the rich. 
• Pogonophobia is the fear or dislike of beards. 
• For Scrabble's 50th anniversary in 1988, a giant game utilizing six-foot tiles 
that required two large men to lift was played in Britain's Wembley Stadium.  
 
Thought for the Day: "If you can't fly, then run. If you can't run, then walk. If 
you can't walk, then crawl. But whatever you do, you have to keep moving 
forward." -- Martin Luther King Jr. 
 

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.  

Say you saw it in
the Independent

resolution, you can make a list of the 
things you want to accomplish and tape it 
to a door. After the meeting there was a 
snack and game of Four Corners that the 
recreation officers put together. There was 
also a raffle that the hostesses prepared. 

The officer that is being highlighted 
this month is our 2023-2024 president of 
the Sierra Shadows 4-H club, Jake Poore. 
The following questions were answered 

by Jake. 
Q: Why did you want to become pres-

ident? 
A: I felt like it was a good opportunity 

to meet new people and learn new skills. 
Q: Who encouraged you to become 

president? 
A: My sister Payton Poore. 
Q: When did you start 4-H and why? 
A: I started at age 9 because I loved 

animals and my family was in it. 
Q: Were you another type of 4-H of-

4-H cont. from P. 11 ficer besides the president? 
A: Yes. I was a recreation officer and 

the vice president. 
Q: What do you enjoy the most about 

4-H? 
A: I love the community and I like to 

help others. 
Q: What projects are you in and 

which ones do you enjoy the most? 
A: I am in the projects beef, horses 

and dogs. I enjoy doing beef the most be-
cause I like showing them. 

Q: What is your job as president of 
the Sierra Shadows 4-H group? 

A: My job is to be a leader, welcome 
new members, and run the meetings. 

Q: How do you feel about being pres-
ident? 

A: It feels awesome and it helps with 
my speaking skills. 

On Jan. 20, Sierra Shadows hosted a 

special Madara County event called Fa-
vorite Foods Day. Members brought their 
home-cooked foods to be sampled by 
local judges and were awarded pins and 
prizes for their efforts. The food cate-
gories included bread, cookies, appetiz-
ers, cakes and main dishes. The members 
also had to display their goods in an eye-
catching way. In addition, members dis-
played and decorated areas and created 
menus that were judged and there were 
also special categories that the members 
entered. Always a fun event, the Madera 
County 4-H has been doing Favorite 
Foods Day for years. Also, a special 
thanks to all the judges who gave up their 
time to judge. 

“Darkness cannot drive out darkness; 
only light can do that. Hate cannot drive 
out hate; only love can do that.” – Martin 
Luther King, Jr.

www.The Ranchos.com
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Click on “Local News” at 

“Real estate is 
my life! I make 
your real estate 

dreams a reality.”

1/
24

“Put my experience, knowledge, service and professionalism to work for you.”

Integrity, Dedication, Results
www.homesmartpva.com/mfoto • DRE #01454566

559-250-6740 • mfotorealtor@gmail.com

By Sally Rowden 
 

Our Valentine’s Day Fundraiser is underway and ticket cost is $45 each to 
get a chance at a possible win of a limo ride with your loved ones on Saturday, 
Feb. 10. The winning ticket will be drawn on Feb. 4 at the Pizza Factory on Av-
enue 12 at 6:30 p.m. You do not have to be present to win. All proceeds go to 
supporting our children and communities of eastern Madera. For tickets reach 
out to Sally Rowden at 559-908-7073 or Mona Diaz at 559-333-1913. You can 
also go by the Chamber Office at 37167Ave. 12 Ste. 5C for tickets. 

The John Minney-Liberty High School Scholarship Fundraiser will be start-
ing up by the end of this month with letters going out to individuals and busi-
nesses requesting monetary support for the three to four scholarships awarded 
to graduating Liberty High School seniors. Contact Sally Rowden at 559-908-
7073 or rowdensally2@gmail.com with any questions. 

The month of March will see Kiwanis as servers at the Chamber of Com-
merce Crab Feed and hosting a Kiwanis Open House – Meet N Greet. In April, 
you will see us at the Kiwanis Club of Fresno with Special Olympics at the 
Fresno Dante Club. Then in May we will be helping with the Flatlander’s Day Pa-
rade & Fair and serving at a Teacher’s Luncheon at Liberty High School. 

Meetings are every Tuesday and Thursday evening at 6:30 p.m. at Second 
Son Brews at 37167 Ave. 12 Ste. 4C. 

 
                          www.RanchosKiwanis.com 

Time for a HOME change?
Let ME help you.

Ana Marie Sherwood, Realtor®

asherwood@guarantee.com 
DRE LIC. #01894032

GUARANTEE
REAL ESTATE

A Berkshire Hathaway Affilliate

559-903-0855

1/
24

    Real Estate

The Luxury 
Home Realtor

Lourie Folland

an expert in your area! Available for all your Real Estate and investment needs

559-790-4729 
Folland@comcast.net

559-790-4729 
Folland@comcast.net 

BRE #01316346
TheLuxuryHomeRealtor.com

Truly Local, Truly Expert

1/
24

Kiwanis Make Plans for 2024
Kiwanis Korner

DECEMBER 2023  

Median Listing Price 
$471K 

 
Median Days on Market 

30 
 

Median Sold Price 
$470K 

 
Median Price/SF Sold 

$257 
 
 

Data based on the 
Fresno County MLS

Thinking of buying or selling a home? 
Don’t know where to start? 

Call or contact us.

Mary Avigliano 
559-367-7264 

mary@ironkeyrealestate.com  
REALTOR® • DRE 02093132 

Jessica Gonzales 
559-408-1784 

jess@ironkeyrealestate.com 
REALTOR ® • DRE 02136161 

WE GOT YOU!

11
/2

4
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licly. People are flocking to citizen jour-
nalists who allow them to decide for 
themselves what is essential. Videos, 
blogs, social media, Substack articles 
and private webpages now empower 
everyday people. This free-speech in-
surgence is ending the censorship of 
what the government deems newswor-
thy. 

The only question is when and how 
the forces of national populism will end 
the rule of the Ivy League globalists 
who have done so much to ruin the na-
tion. Fortunately, a pivotal individual 
has arisen to champion the forgotten 
people and become our leader in this 
critical and historic time. That man is 
Donald Trump. Under Trump's steward-
ship, the Spirit of America will prevail 
and consign progressive ideology to 
oblivion. 

Winston Churchill is a classic ex-
ample of a unique individual who 
changed the course of history. When 
Churchill was named prime minister, 
England was about to be conquered. 
Churchill averted defeat by calling upon 
the latent inner strength of the British 
people. If Churchill had not been on the 
world stage during that critical time in 
1940, our lives would be very different 
today. And as Winston Churchill was a 
pivotal person in his time, Donald 
Trump is also being cast into that ex-
traordinary role in our time. 

In 2016, it seemed doubtful that 

Donald Trump could be elected presi-
dent. Progressives believed Hillary 
Clinton would turn the nation into a rad-
ical one-party state. Trump prevented 
that. And opponents went nuts trying 
every possible contrivance to sabotage 
his presidency, including a worldwide 
pandemic and a stolen election to bring 
him down. But Trump's fall was only 
temporary. The manic response by the 
Left to his reemergence confirms that 
Donald Trump is that essential person 
for whom we have been waiting. He has 
energized a nationalist-populist move-
ment with an energy never seen before 
in American history. 

Under his stewardship, the Spirit of 
America will prevail and consign pro-
gressive ideology to oblivion. Patroniz-
ing Left-wingers, living in their 
protected lifestyles, care nothing for the 
less advantaged. Working-class people 
know full well they are unprotected and 
exposed to the devastating policies the 
governing class imposes on them. Don-
ald Trump is their chosen leader be-
cause he is the only national figure who 
will truly stand up for them. The battle 
lines are drawn and we all must be in-
volved and do what we can to support 
Donald Trump and local America First 
candidates in saving our country from 
the globalist takeover. 

 
Jeff Lukens is a West Point gradu-

ate, U.S. Army veteran and conservative 
activist. This article originally appeared 
at canadafreepress.com.

EDITORIAL cont. from P. 5

service in time of war or public danger; nor 
shall any person be subject for the same of-
fense to be twice put in jeopardy of life or 
limb; nor shall be compelled in any crimi-
nal case to be a witness against himself, nor 
be deprived of life, liberty, or property, 
without due process of law; nor shall pri-
vate property be taken for public use, with-
out just compensation. 

Sixth Amendment: In all criminal 
prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the 
right to a speedy and public trial, by an 
impartial jury of the state and district 
wherein the crime shall have been com-
mitted, which district shall have been pre-
viously ascertained by law, and to be 
informed of the nature and cause of the 
accusation; to be confronted with the wit-
nesses against him; to have compulsory 
process for obtaining witnesses in his 

favor, and to have the assistance of coun-
sel for his defense. 

Seventh Amendment: In suits at com-
mon law, where the value in controversy 
shall exceed 20 dollars, the right of trial by 
jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by 
a jury, shall be otherwise re-examined in 
any court of the United States, than ac-
cording to the rules of the common law. 

Eighth Amendment: Excessive bail 
shall not be required, nor excessive fines 
imposed, nor cruel and unusual punish-
ments inflicted.  

Ninth Amendment: The enumeration 
in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall 
not be construed to deny or disparage oth-
ers retained by the people.  

Tenth Amendment: The powers not 
delegated to the United States by the Con-
stitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, 
are reserved to the states respectively, or to 
the people.

TEA PARTY cont. from P. 4

Whether your life is an organizational nightmare, or you’re simply looking for 
some tips to help you fine-tune things, this course provides practical tools to 
establish order and regain control of your home, office and life.  
 
Instructor Brenda McElroy presents a functional plan so you can take the 
steps necessary to experience the freedom of life beyond clutter and chaos. 

Clovis Community Education • Three Night Course 
Feb. 8, 15 & 22 • 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

559-327-2876 • cloviscommunityed.com.

1/
24
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Click on “Local News” at 

(559) 645-0634  
Today!

The Independent

RANDY BAILEY
for MORE sales tomorrow, call

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514 
office

351-1605 
cell

645-4799 
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service 
 • Equipment 

• Supplies 
• Residential 

• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial 
• Locally Owned

SINCE 
1980

BONDED & 
INSURED 
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior 
 

Specializing in 
 Repaints 

 
Rental, Residential 

& Commercial 
 

Drywall, Stucco, 
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal 
 

Color Matching

559-301-1613
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call
41453 Ave. 14 1/2 
Madera Ranchos 

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED 
CARS & TRUCKS 

All Makes & Models

J.H. SandersGeneral & Custom Auto 
Service & Repairs 

559-645-1578

Call Gina 
at 559-289-3401 

email 
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Covering 
Mountain Areas 
& the Central Valleycall Mag Anaya Jr. 

559-974-1357Ranchos 
Resident

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control 
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance 

Weekly & monthly service  
(not a licensed contractor)

commercial, residential 
and industrial landscaping

info@TouchOfGreenLandscape.us 

CA LIC. #934774

559-242-6352call

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts 

559-824-6336 
 37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

Arts & Crafts Studio • Bisque • Wood Items

  Jose Lopez 
559-779-0401
call

Lic. #1042108

DRIVEWAYS•SIDEWALKS•COMMERCIAL•RESIDENTIAL

HAIRCUTS

37184 AVE. 12 #104 
(behind Pizza Factory)

439-2004

$16
Seniors Thursdays ONLY $13!

674-1663 

same day service

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting 

INVEST IN YOUR 
EXISTING PROPERTY!
For a free consultation, visit 
our Madera Ranchos office! 

10878 HWY 41 • 559-645-4849 
www.bedrockeng.com 

559-363-9095
3rd Monday of the month • 6 p.m. 
37191 Ave. 12, Madera Ranchos

“For the 
community, 

by the 
 community.”

SEMCU
“Service you can trust, 
prices you can afford.”

645-5324
The ONLY 

locally owned 
propane company 

in the Ranchos

559-481-6875
37193 Ave. 12 #3H

info@acts176.com

Madera Ranchos

36754 AVE. 12 • Madera Ranchos 

“We’ve got your back” 
 

D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing 
Sports Physicals only $35!

660-5262

7355 N. Palm #100 
Fresno

NorthwestPediatricMedicalGroup.com

“Right off 
of Highway 41 
 at Friant.”

559-271-6302

We’re 
Accepting 

NEW Patients

559-479-4113
CA #441782•www.chadstrucking.com

 LANDSCAPE MATERIAL 
SAND & GRAVEL• CRUSHED ROCK 
FILL DIRT•TOP SOIL•HUMUS•BARK  
CHIPS•RIVER ROCK•BASE ROCK 

ROCK DUST•COBBLESTONES 
DRIVEWAY  BASE 

CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP 

Commercial/Residential 
ALSO specializing in finish 

carpentry & handyman services 

tile • hardwood • laminate • LVP

Expert installation • over 30 yrs experience

NEW FLOORS  
IN YOUR HOME!

559-994-5908
FREE ESTIMATES! Lic. #591468      

The  
Independent

Put

to work for you.
CALL 645-0634

Today!

Get Involved!

645-4001
2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m. 

37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

Now Is The Time To 
Shed Those 

Unwanted Pounds!

Lose Weight NOW!

DIET 
WORLD 

MEDICAL 
GROUP

Quick, Fast 
Results 

CALL NOW!

224-6744
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www.The Ranchos.com

Have friends or family  
who love the 

Independent but live 
outside the area? Are 
you moving but you 

still want to keep in touch 
with what’s happening in 

Southeast Madera County? 

to the Independent

37167 Ave. 12, #5C 
Madera, CA 93636

SUBSCRIBE!

 local news • local events • local happenings  
editorial • games • real estate • columns
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SPREAD THE NEWS!
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Say you saw it in the Independent 
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Click on “Local News” at 

Classified
Carpet Cleaning 
 
Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery -  "Dries in hours,  not days." 
BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley 
Chamber member. Call Bruce today 
for a free estimate. 559-676-0760. 
 
Chimney Sweep  
 
Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29 
years of experience. Wood stove in-
serts, pellet stoves and fireplaces. 
Also clean clothes dryer vents. 
 
REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY, 
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332. 
 
Exterminator 
 
CSI Exterminators - “If you’ve got 
a pest, call the best!” Free estimates. 
Call 559-293-1779 
 
Firewood 
 
Firewood for sale  -  Seasoned Al-
mond f i rewood.  Round or  sp l i t .  
Call  259-7122 or 645-5523.  
 
Gutter Services 
 
The  Gut ter  Doctor  spec ia l i z ing  
in  bo th  con t inuous  and  s t anda rd  
r a in  gu t t e r s .  Gene ra l  Con t rac to r .  
Repa i r  Ma in tenance .  26  yea r s  
work ing  in  the  a rea .  Cal l   5 5 9 -
9 0 8 - 0 7 5 9 .  
 
Housecleaning 
 
O v e r  4 0  y a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  -  
R e f e r e n c e s  a v a i l a b l e  -  L u p e ’ s  
H o u s e  C l e a n i n g ,  r e s i d e n t i a l ,  
o n e - t i m e  s e r v i c e ,  m o v e -
i n s / m o v e - o u t s ,  w i n d o w s ,  c o n -

s t r u c t i o n  c l e a n  u p .  L u -
p e P r a d o 2 5 @ y a h o o  . c o m .  C a l l  
e i t h e r  o f  o u r  L O C A L  n u m -
b e r s :  5 5 9 - 7 1 0 - 0 6 9 2  o r  6 5 0 -
7 7 1 - 2 9 1 5 .  
 
Property Clean Up 
 
P r o p e r t y  c l e a n  u p ,  l a n d s c a p e  
maintenance  and  tree  t r imming  
-  F R E E  E S T I M A T E S .  P r o f e s -
s iona l  and  r e l i ab l e .  Cal l  Er i c  a t  
559-903-3757 .  
 
Recyclables Pick Up 
 
KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLING PICKUP - AmericanMade 
Direct/Kids4recycling offers free 
pickup of newspaper,  shredded 
paper,  all  household plastic,  glass,  
aluminum and tin cans (containers 
DON’T  need to be CRV). Metal  
haul away and cleanups available 
also! 80% return back to commu-
nity!  Call Dianna at 559-999-6832.  
 
Tractor/Trenching Services 
 
BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST-
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up. 
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Ro-
totilling - Mowing - Scraping - Stump 
Grinding. Call John at 908-1066. 
 
Window Cleaning Services 
 
Most windows start at $5 and up -
- inside/out - Screen, track, sills.  
Remove hard water stains on home 
windows, shower doors and car windows. 
Cobweb removal  too. Fully insured.  

Call Nick at 285-1723. 
Free estimates. 

©2024 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive at the 
figures given at the bottom and right-
hand columns of the diagram by fol-
lowing the arithmetic signs in the order 
they are given (that is, from left to right 
and top to bottom). Use only the num-
bers below the diagram to complete its 
blank squares and use each of the 
nine numbers only once.

36754 AVE. 12 •  660-5262

Specializing in AUTO ACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

1/24

“We’ve got your back” 
 

D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing 
Sports Physicals only $35!

TO ADVERTISE call 559-645-0634

• If you like taking baths, you can in-
vest in a second rubber bath mat to 
drape over the side of the tub. The 
edge will be nonslip, so you can hold 
on for support and your hands will 
not slide.  
• Sunburn happens in the winter too, 
especially on the slopes. Use a cotton 
ball soaked in cold tea to ease tight dry skin. Be sure you apply sun-
screen to your face and wear eye protection when going out to play 
in the snow. 
• For drains slowed by grease, sprinkle a half-cup each of salt and 
baking soda down the drain, and follow it with an entire kettle or pot 
of boiling water.  
• If the smell in your cedar chest has faded, you can bring it back 
easily with extra-fine sandpaper. A very light sanding is all it takes 
in most cases. 
• For delicious baked potatoes, boil a pot of salted water, add whole 
potatoes with skin, remove from heat and let stand for 15 minutes. 
Finish in the oven for a sturdier skin. Start checking for doneness 
after 15 minutes in the oven. Baking time can be cut in half! -- J.L. 
in Florida 
• Remove musty smell from stored clothes by adding either vinegar 
or ammonia to the wash water. Be sure to check for smell removal 
BEFORE drying, as the dryer can bake the smell into clothes, mak-
ing it more difficult to remove. 
 
Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803 

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.  
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) The new year holds promise for all you Lambs who know how 
to take advantage of the opportunities out there. The key is keeping a positive attitude. 
 
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20)  Over the course of this new year, you beautiful Bovines will 
continue bulldozing the barriers that stand between you and the success of your long-term plans. 
 
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) The new year kicks off with a major decision about a job change 
that could involve a lot of travel. The choice you make could influence other decisions down 
the line. 
 
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Familial relationships continue to have a strong influence on 
whatever long-term decisions you make involving both your career and your personal life. 
 
LEO (July 23 to August 22) Any decisions that you put off making last year should be 
confronted and dealt with as soon as possible. You need to clear away the past and make room 
for the future. 
 
VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Last year's disappointments are history. Expect to see 
more opportunities opening up and waiting for you to use them to your advantage. 
 
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) You still have some trouble spots lingering from last 
year. Resolve them so that you can move on to tackle more rewarding situations. 
 
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Developments in the year ahead can be more 
challenging than you had expected, but the rewards will be well worth your efforts. 
 
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) You are the Philosopher of the Zodiac, and 
your wisdom will go a long way in helping you deal with the challenges of the upcoming year. 
 
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Take stock of what you propose to do in the new 
year and get started as soon as possible. On another note, last year's critics turn into this year's 
admirers. 
 
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) This year, the typically gentle Water Bearer can 
reveal a hidden streak of steel that few people suspected you had; they will be surprised to see 
how you use it. 
 
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Although new friends open up different social vistas, your 
penchant for privacy is still strong and allows you the quiet time you need to indulge in your 
creative gifts. 

©2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

You have deep reservoirs of strength that give you 
extraordinary staying power amid the most difficult conditions.
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Click on “Local News” at 

1. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: When is 
Three King's Day celebrated typically? 2. 
TELEVISION: In the drama series "Mad 
Men," what product is presumed to be Don 
Draper's last advertisement? 3. GEOGRA-
PHY: What is a chain or collection of is-
lands called? 4. MOVIES: To which city is 
the McCallister family traveling in the hol-
iday classic "Home Alone"? 5. LEGAL: 
What is a moot court? 6. LITERATURE: 
What is the name of the heroine in "The 
Scarlet Letter"? 7. FOOD & DRINK: What 
kind of nut is used in marzipan? 8. MUSIC: 
What is the gift on the 11th day in the song 
"The Twelve Days of Christmas"? 9. SCI-
ENCE: How much of the Earth's surface is 
covered with water? 10. HISTORY: What 
are the two Japanese cities that the United 
States hit with atomic bombs in WWII?

1. Jan. 6, the 12th day of Christmas. 
2. Coca-Cola. 
3. An archipelago. 
4. Paris, France. 
5. A simulated court to give law students a chance to 
    practice what they have learned. 
6. Hester Prynne. 
7. Almond. 
8. 11 pipers piping. 
9. Almost 71%. 
10. Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

TRIVIA TEST 
By Fifi Rodriguez

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.
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SUDOKU
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IT’S BACK!
The Flatlander’s Day Parade & Fair

Coming Saturday, May 18

NOW OPEN – THE RANCHOS LIBRARY TELECONFERENCE ROOM 
37398 Berkshire Dr. Madera Ranchos • Book a time for a physical meeting or virtual one at – 559-645-1214

IT IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO GET RID OF STUFF IN YOUR BACK YARD, GARAGE & CLOSETS • NO 
ITEM IS TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL • SINCE SEMCU IS A NONPROFIT ENTITY, YOU CAN DEDUCT THE 
FAIR VALUE OF YOUR DONATION FROM YOUR TAXES • YOU MAY DROP OFF YOUR DONATED 
ITEMS AT VERLAINE’S PLACE AT 37101 Ave. 12, MADERA RANCHOS or CALL SEMCU TO ARRANGE 
FOR A PICKUP AT 559-363-9095 • DON’T FORGET YOUR RECIPT FOR THE TAX DEDUCTION!

After last year’s cancelation of the Flatlander’s Day Parade, people have been working hard to bring it back. Among others, 
the Golden Valley Chamber  of Commerce and Supervisor Wamhoff are on track to make it the success it was. SEMCU will 
be holding a Charity Booth “Yard Sale” at the Parade’s Fair to raise money for our schools, Senior Center and U.S. 
Veterans in Southeast Madera. 

DONATE AND GET A TAX DEDUCTION 
make Spring Cleaning PAY while helping our community

SEMCU’s next meeting is Monday, February 19 at 6 p.m. 
and will be held at the Madera Ranchos Library Teleconference Room 

You may come by 37398 Berkshire Dr., Madera Ranchos or participate online by going to: 
WWW.SEMCU.ORG for the link or participate by calling on your phone to 669-900-6833 and enter 
meeting ID# 836-3242-4343 with access code 854221.

FOR THE COMMUNITY, BY THE COMMUNITY




