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In a special City Council meeting on Valentine’s Day, the City of Madera became the 
first Central Valley community to call for the cessation of violence in the Gaza Strip 
by supporting a ceasefire between the Palestinians and Israel. Was it the right call?



Page 2

Click on “Local News” at 

n a special City Council meeting in Madera on the evening of Valentine’s  
Day, the Madera City Council made history by becoming the first Central 

Valley town to call for a ceasefire in the violence occurring in Gaza between 

Israel and the Palestinians. 
The vote passed unanimously by the seven council members in attendance – Anita Evans, Cece 

Gallegos, Jose Rodriguez, Steve Montes, Elsa Mejia, Artemio Villegas and Mayor Santos Garcia 
– and very quickly, as if the outcome was a pre-determined conclusion. The special meeting had 
been called specifically to discuss the vote. 

The vote was for a resolution that read, in part, to call on members of Congress to “… demand 
an immediate, permanent ceasefire; release of all hostages due to this conflict … and the unre-
stricted entry of humanitarian assistance into Gaza.” The plan is to send the unanimous resolution 
to other city councils in the San Joaquin Valley and then on to state and federal legislators and ul-
timately President Biden himself. 

Although hostilities between Israel and Palestinians seem to go back to biblical times, the cur-
rent violence started in October of last year. On Oct. 7, the Palestinian group Hamas staged an at-
tack on Israeli civilians and soldiers at a music festival that killed over 1,000 people and took huge 
numbers of hostages. Stories began to circulate that death and being taken prisoner were only part 
of what Hamas was doing on this day of horror, and that rape and beheadings were also part of the 
mix; even to infants. Israel wasted no time reacting to the attack and to date, the United Nations es-
timates that since Oct. 8, Israel has killed approximately 28,000 Palestinians, an amount equal to 
about half the population of Madera. 

By Jan. 31, Reuters News Organization reported that just under 50 American cities had passed 
ceasefire resolutions for Gaza while another 20 had passed resolutions condemning Hamas’ attack 
that started it all. 

I

california primary candidatesêêê êêê

George Radanovich 
CA Assembly District 8 

 
As many people know, I voluntarily 

left Congress over a decade ago when my 
late wife became ill with cancer and I 
needed to be home for her and for our 
son. I returned to the private sector, 
working in agriculture and now have de-
cided it’s time to jump in and do what I 
can to save this great state from the mis-
guided and destructive policies that have 
come out of Sacramento in recent years. 

I strongly oppose the $1.4 billion 
Measure E tax increase. Now is not the 
time to saddle local taxpayers with higher 
taxes and higher prices for gas, food and 
everything they buy. 

Fresno State University is a state fa-
cility and it is the Legislature’s responsi-
bility to fund its repairs and needs. Let’s 
not punish Fresno County taxpayers for 
Sacramento’s failures. 

David Tangipa 
CA Assembly District 8 

 
I am a San Joaquin Valley native. A 

proud, first-generation American and son 
of a veteran, I was born and raised in 
Sacramento and have lived my entire 
adult life in Fresno. I attended Fresno 
State and played tight end for the Bull-
dogs where I learned the importance of 
discipline, hard work, and the spirit of the 
Central Valley.  

After earning a bachelor’s degree in 
Political Science and Criminology, as 
well as a master’s in Business Adminis-
tration with an emphasis in marketing, I 
embarked on a career to help people live 
the American dream of owning a home.  

I currently work in real estate for 
Modern Broker, Inc. and am the Field 
Representative for Fresno County Super-
visor Nathan Magsig. I am passionate 
about serving my community and am in-

Steve Garvey 
U.S. Senate 

 
Solving the homelessness crisis — I 

have made it a priority to visit homeless 
shelters and those still living on our 
streets throughout California. It’s impor-
tant for me to hear from both those that 
successfully help them, and those still 
struggling through the worst part of their 
lives. Seeing this around our beautiful 
state really hit home for me. We can’t 
just offer temporary fixes; we need to dig 
deep and provide comprehensive care 
that includes mental health, addiction 
treatment and affordable housing. This 
issue is about restoring hope, dignity and 
humanity to our fellow Californians that 
are struggling on our streets. If you elect 
me as your Senator, I promise to start by 
getting a clear picture of where our 
homelessness funds are going. Let’s find 
out what’s working and what’s not by au-

Please see RADANOVICH on P. 3 Please see TANGIPA on P. 3 Please see GARVEY on P. 3

Just when it looks like there might be a 
light at the end of the tunnel to reopen 
Madera’s vacant Community Hospital, 
complications seem to arise and throw a 
monkey wrench in the plans. 

On Thursday, Feb. 8 representatives 
from both Adventist Health and UCSF pre-
sented a plan that together would allow 
them to reopen MCH. UCSF officials said 
they were going to enter the bidding process 
with Adventist Health to buy the property, 
getting involved in the existing bankruptcy 
proceedings with the hospital and then sub-
mit a bid, along with Madera County, to the 
bankruptcy court. 

But here comes the monkey wrench: 
Another company is already in the process 
of doing the same thing. 

American Advanced Management said 
in a statement that they were mere days 
away from receiving court approval to pur-
chase the hospital. "In the seven weeks 
since our proposal was selected by the 
debtor, AAM has made substantial progress 
with the support of many government agen-
cies, including the Attorney General's of-
fice,” the statement said. 

After closing its doors in December of 
2022, the hospital sat shuttered until July of 
2023 when Adventist Health entered into an 
agreement to manage the hospital. But by No-
vember, the deal fell apart when Adventist 
Health figured their resources were inadequate. 
With the addition of UCSF, that changed. 

American Advanced Management said 
they are still committed to reopening the 
hospital and that it would welcome UCSF's 
support as well. 

MCH Salvation 
Gets Convoluted
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Our state once had a great Governor in 
George Deukmejian and one of his slogans 
was, “do the crime, do the time.” We need 
to get back to that law and order attitude 
that holds criminals accountable. 

Let’s start by repealing Propositions 47 
and 57 and AB109. These measures were 

sold as being pro-public safety, but the truth 
is the opposite – they have made us less 
safe. 

Gavin Newsom is spending hundreds 
of millions of dollars to turn San Quentin 
Prison into a fancy resort for convicts. 
Maybe we should turn it back into a prison 
instead. 

I believe the increase in crime, drug 

abuse and many other societal problems can 
be traced directly to the breakdown of fam-
ilies in America. I have a plan to bring law 
enforcement, the faith community, educa-
tors and health providers together to attack 
the problem. 

California has the highest taxes, most 
regulations and highest use of this environ-
mental review designed to stop develop-
ment. We can get back on track by 
suspending CEQA for five years and de-
creasing taxes on job creators, giving them 
an incentive to stay here instead of moving 
to other states. 

We also need to repeal AB 32 – the cap 
and trade bill that continues to harm Cali-
fornia’s economy. Instead of banning fos-
sil fuels like Gavin Newsom is trying to do, 

we should embrace the technology that 
makes them cleaner and more efficient. 

Our economy in the Valley depends on 
water. The state has been negligent in ad-
dressing the water needs of our people. We 
need to build, upgrade and repair water 
storage and delivery systems. 

California faces a $68 billion deficit 
and citizens are struggling with high med-
ical costs, and now Gavin Newsom wants 
to force taxpayers to pay for sex change op-
erations and hormone therapy for illegal 
immigrants. And we wonder why people in 
other states are laughing at us! Let’s not 
make California more of a magnet for ille-
gal crossings than we already are by hand-
ing out more freebies to people who broke 
the law to get here. 

RADANOVICH cont. from P. 2

volved with Fresno County Athletic Hall of 
Fame, Fresno State Bulldog Foundation 
and Fresno State Football Alumni. 

I want common sense for California. I 
want to increase public safety and protect 
families by supporting law enforcement and 
passing common sense anti-crime bills. I 
want to fight for responsible forest man-
agement and preventing wildfires. I want to 
lower costs by opposing higher taxes and 
needless regulations. 

Water. Forest Management. Public 
Safety. Those are three key elements of my 
platform. I’m running for State Assembly 
to fight for common sense policies for our 

Central Valley and foothill communities.  
In 2020, the Creek Fire burned over 

800 structures, with one of those being a 
family home. My family and I also lived 
through the Carr Fire and Kincade Fire.  

These California megafires should not 
be the norm for our foothill communities. 
It is time for common sense to dictate our 
policies. Log it, graze it, or watch it burn. 

As your Assemblyman, I will also 
stand up against big government edicts and 
wasteful spending. I will fight against the 
degradation of local control, environmental 
lunacy and for affordable rural living. I 
have personally worked on lawsuits to pro-
tect local control and vow to take the fight 
straight to Sacramento.  

TANGIPA cont. from P. 2

diting the money that has been spent on this 
crisis so far. From there, we can build a 
plan that truly makes a difference.  

It’s about effective solutions, not just 
throwing money at the problem. 

Improving Californians’ quality of life 
— Improving the quality of your life is the 
legacy that I strive for. It’s about creating 
opportunities for every Californian to live 
a fulfilling life. From boosting our economy 
in these tough times, ensuring everyone has 
access to quality healthcare, to investing in 
our communities. 

The cost of every aspect of our lives 
continues to rise, impacting every Cali-
fornian, especially the people least able to 
afford it. We must reduce government 
waste and every vote I cast will be 
grounded in helping to improve your qual-
ity of life and drive down the cost of living. 
My goal is to make California a place 
where everyone has the chance to thrive. 

Addressing crime and public safety —
our safety and the security of our commu-
nities are the primary functions of 
government. However, our government has 

been failing at this job, which I find to be 
woefully unacceptable. I fully back our law 
enforcement and believe in the power of 
community policing and innovative crime 
prevention. Safe neighborhoods are essen-
tial for a prosperous community. I’ll work 
toward building strong partnerships be-
tween law enforcement and communities. 
More training, better resources, and effec-
tive crime prevention strategies are at the 
top of my list. 

In the U.S. Senate, I will work with 
law enforcement to ensure their needs are 
fully funded so they can effectively do the 
jobs we need them to do. 

National security — A strong United 
States means a safer world. With emerging 
threats around the globe, it’s more impor-
tant than ever for the United States to renew 
our commitment to our alliances and our 
role in global leadership. We must invest in 
modernizing our military and achieve peace 
through strength. 

It’s important that we work close with 
our allies and be prepared for the threats of 
tomorrow while actively positioning our-

GARVEY cont. from P. 2

Please see GARVEY on P. 17
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GO 
HAWKS!

Join us in supporting our 
LIBERTY HIGH HAWKS 

this season and all year long
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By Betty Van Valkenburg 
 
California’s Presidential Primary 

Election Day is just around the corner: 
March 5. In the “good ol’ days,” every 
legally registered voter could go to his or 
her designated polling place, which was 

Goodbye, Election Day
manned by both Democrats and Republi-
cans, receive a blank ballot, mark it in a 
private booth, and drop it in the secure re-
ceptacle. At the end of the day, all votes 
were counted and the results announced, 
usually soon thereafter. Easy-peasy. Ab-
sentee ballots were available for those 
who could not physically get to their 
polling location, so no voter was left out. 

Hello, election month! There is no 
longer an election “day.” There is an elec-
tion “eternity.” 

For this election, ballots were mailed 
to eligible registered voters 29 days prior 

to election day. Can anyone who gets his 
or her hands on a ballot during that time,  
mark it – with or without the registered 
voter’s approval – forge the voter’s sig-
nature which is the only identification re-
quired, and return the ballot to be 
counted? Marked ballots can be mailed in 
by anyone. They can be deposited in drop 
boxes by anyone. They can be returned to 
a vote center by anyone. 

Signature verification, either elec-
tronically or by a real human being, is far 

12414 ROAD 37 • 559-645-1700 
FACEBOOK: @GOLDENVALLEYBAPTISTCHURCH 

EMAIL: GOLDENVALLEYBAPTISTCHURCH@LIVE.COM
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“... America [has] 
 courageously 
supported the 

struggle ...  
and turned the 
tide of history 

away from 
totalitarian 

darkness and 
into the warm 

sunlight of 
human 

 freedom.”

Editorial

By Randy Bailey 
 
Another election is upon us. I don’t 

know if it’s because I’m getting older or 
more irascible, but it sure seems like 
they never end. And what bothers me is, 
at the tortoise-like speed at which gov-
ernment moves,  if questions are raised 
about the procedure — which you don’t 
dare ask because you’ll be branded a 
fascist or some such drivel — nothing 
will get definitively resolved before the 
next election. Forget the “stolen elec-
tion” cries; there were some question-
able things that 
happened regard-
ing electronic vot-
ing machines and 
mail-in ballots. 
I’m not saying 
they threw the 
election, but what I 
am saying is I 
don’t want them to 
happen again. We’ve got an election on 
our doorstep and I don’t think anything 
has been addressed. 

But something that IS staring us in 
the face that’s not even debateable from 
the Left or the Right is the “Jungle Pri-
mary.” 

Before June 2010, California’s elec-
tions were the result of a two-party pri-
mary system. If you registered as a 
Republican or a Democrat, there would 
be a primary election for you where you 
would get to choose between all of the 

people in your party that were running 
for a position. The winner of your pri-
mary election would go up against the 
winner of the other party’s primary elec-
tion and you were given a choice, not 
only of candidates, but of idealogies in 
the subsequent general election months 
later. But for reasons that I cannot un-
derstand to this day, it’s that “choice” 
that made California lawmakers say, 
“Hey! What a minute! We can’t give the 
voters a choice!!!” 

Prop. 14 was sponsored by Repub-
lican State Senator Abel Maldonado and 

fully supported by 
Republican Gover-
nor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger. 
Remember: Put-
ting an “R” after 
your name in poli-
tics makes you no 
more a Republican 
than putting 

“Buick” after your name makes you a 
car. 

What this proposition did, with the 
approval of 54 percent of California’s 
hypersomniac voters, was create a sys-
tem that all candidates from both sides 
were thrown into one giant pot and the 
top two vote getters — regardless of 
party or ideology — were your candi-
dates for the general election. It really 
didn’t take a math wizard to figure out 
that in a state with 47 percent Democrat 
registration to 24 percent Republican 
registration, what was sure to happen. 
And it did. And it’s going to again. In 
this year’s election, want a choice for 
our U.S. Senator to replace the late 
Diane Feinstein? Sorry! Not today, boy! 

Right now Adam Schiff, the 12-
term Democrat from Burbank, leads 
with 28 percent of likely voters. The 
number two spot for the general elec-
tion? A dead heat with Republican Steve 
Garvey and Democrats Katie Porter and 
Barbara Lee. 

Choice! 
With all of the garbage that has 

fallen on California over the years — 
and yes, a lot of it at our own hands —  
the Jungle Primary brought on by Prop. 
14 is one of the worst. California will 
never be able to crawl out of its hole 
until we collectively drive a steak into 
the heart of this beast. Ever wonder why 
everything in this state from Governor 
to Dog Catcher is one party? It worked 
so well for the U.S.S.R. ...

Welcome to the Jungle

 
Remember: Putting an “R” 

after your name in politics makes 
you no more a Republican than 
putting “Buick” after your name 
makes you a car.  
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The company I work for has a 

footprint across 24 states. Nestled 
in that footprint are various types 
of healthcare offerings. There is 
the division that sends caregivers 
into people’s homes to help with 
non-medical care. We have a li-
censed division that allows for cli-
nicians like nurses and physical 
therapists to provide in-home med-
ical care to patients. We have many 
skilled nursing facilities and long-
term care facilit ies across the 
country. We even have a couple of 
full-blown trauma hospitals in the 
Midwest, where you would find the 
headquarters of the company.  

Just this last week I traveled to 
one of our assisted living campuses 
for a week of CPR classes. I’ve seen 
plenty of assisted living facilities in 
my day. I’ve had a few family mem-
bers who have called such places 
home. This one is not like any I’ve seen 
before. It was so 
nice I’d move in 
tomorrow if I 
wasn’t several 
dollars short and 
a couple of 
decades shy.  

This was 
not just a tiny 
building where 
people are 
shoved into 
rooms three or four deep and then 
forgotten. This sprawling campus 
had a separate building for seniors 
who can still live alone but want to 
be part of a community. Another 
building housed those who are in 
need of more involved daily care. 
There was a memory ward for those 
with diseases such as dementia, 
and it  was every bit  as beautiful 
and welcoming as the rest of the 
campus. As a matter of fact,  the 
only way I knew it was a memory 
ward was because of the signs, oth-
erwise it didn’t look any different 
than any other part of that prop-
erty. All of this is in addition to the 
walking path through stunning 
grounds, an Olympic sized pool 
and a huge dining room that they 
decorated for Valentine’s Day. I 
toured the gym, the library and the 
auditorium that was kept at a balmy 
78 degrees and had a basket of 
blankets in case that was still  too 
cold for some. Perhaps for some 

Senior Living You’d Want

with age comes an inability to stay 
warm, but that was definitely not 
the case for my mom or her mom. 
They would have been attending 
every movie night in their bathing 
suits, dragging along fans to stay cool.  

I set up my CPR classes in the 
cultural arts hall ,  which they use 
for all  kinds of classes from yoga 
to dance to painting, which also 
was completely decked out for 
Valentine’s Day. From the win-
dows to the walls, and even hang-

ing down from 
the ceiling, 
cupid had defi-
nitely been in 
that room.  

And if the 
campus alone 
wasn’t enough to 
make me never 
want to leave, 
the people on the 
whole were quite 

adorable. I  met a man who called 
me a whippersnapper. I’ve been 
called a lot of things in my day, but 
this was my first whippersnapper. 
He had poked his head in to ask me 
what kind of class it was and why 
such a young person was allowed 
to teach it .  I  told him I wasn’t so 
young, and it  gave him a lit t le 
chuckle as he shuffled away.  

I  was on a break, sitt ing on a 
bench in the shade of a gazebo just 
enjoying the breeze when another 
gentleman sat down next to me and 
struck up a conversation. I intro-
duced myself and asked his name 
and he told me he was named after 
the 32nd president.  Then said he 
knew I was too young to guess. I  
grinned at him and said, “It’s nice 
to meet you, Franklin.” The smile 
on his face could have lit  up any 
room. He remarked how impressed 
he was that I didn’t even need to 

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional 
  Counseling & 
  Menu Included 
• AM PM 
  Medications 
• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very 
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday  
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM 

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast 
Results 

CALL NOW!
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www.chadstrucking.com ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL • 

HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED  ROCK • 

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL • 

FILL  DIRT • 

TOP  SOIL • 

 HUMUS • 

 BARK • 

 CHIPS • 

 RIVER  ROCK • 

 BASE  ROCK • 

 ROCK  DUST • 

 COBBLE STONES • 

 DRIVEWAY  BASE • 

CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP • 559-479-4113
LANDSCAPE DIRT 
& DRIVEWAY
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call Mark Crawford • 559-225-1435 
CrawfordInsuranceGroup@yahoo.com 

25-Year Ranchos resident • 30+ years experience 
Lic. #OE52033 & 0800722auto • home • commercial • workers comp
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Please see GEN WHY on P. 7

 
. . .  this [senior facility] is 

not like any I’ve seen before. 
It was so nice I’d move in to-
morrow if  I  wasn’t several 
dollars short and a couple of 
decades shy. 
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O n e  o f  m y  m o r e  c h a l l e n g -

i n g  a n d  s a d  j o b s  w a s  w o r k i n g  
f o r  a  c l i e n t  I  n e v e r  m e t .  S h e  
m o v e d  o u t  o f  h e r  h o m e  s u d -
d e n l y  f o r  h e a l t h  r e a s o n s  a n d  
t h e n  p a s s e d  a w a y .  H e r  o l d e r  
b r o t h e r ,  w h o  l i v e d  o u t  o f  
t o w n ,  w a s  l e f t  t o  h a n d l e  h e r  
e s t a t e .  H e  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  h e r  
h o m e  b e  c l e a r e d  o u t ,  b u t  t h a t  
t h e  c o n t e n t s  
n o t  b e  s o l d .   

W a l k i n g  
i n t o  h e r  h o m e  
i t  l o o k e d  a s  
t h o u g h  s h e  
h a d  l e f t  f o r  a  
s h o p p i n g  t r i p  
a n d  n o t  r e -
t u r n e d .  A f t e r  
d a y s  h a n d l i n g  
e v e r y  p i e c e  
o f  p a p e r ,  p a i r  o f  s h o e s ,  i t e m  
o f  m e m o r a b i l i a ,  e t c . ,  I  f e l t  
l i k e  I  k n e w  h e r .  I  a r r a n g e d  
f o r  m u l t i p l e  d o n a t i o n  p i c k -
u p s ,  s h r e d d i n g  s e r v i c e s ,  
t r a s h  h a u l  a w a y  a n d  e n d e d  
w i t h  a  “ F r e e  Y a r d  S a l e . ”   

T h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  h e l p e d  
m e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  o v e r w h e l m  
t h a t  m a n y  f a c e  w h e n  a  l o v e d  
o n e  p a s s e s  a w a y .  “ Y o u  c a n ’ t  
t a k e  i t  w i t h  y o u ”  i s  m o r e  
t h a n  j u s t  a  s a y i n g ;  i t ’ s  t r u e .  
S o m e t i m e s  i t  w o u l d  b e  e a s i e r  
i f  t h e y  c o u l d  t a k e  i t  w i t h  
t h e m .   

T h e  s a y i n g  i s  a l s o  t r u e  
w h e n  n e e d i n g  t o  d r a s t i c a l l y  
d o w n s i z e  —  m o v i n g  o v e r -
s e a s ,  i n t o  a  r e t i r e m e n t  c o m -
m u n i t y  o r  c o n v a l e s c e n t  c a r e .  
Y o u  c a n ’ t  t a k e  i t  a l l .   

T h e r e  i s  a n  o p t i o n  t h a t  i s  
o f t e n  o v e r l o o k e d  —  h a v i n g  
a n  e s t a t e  s a l e .  N o t  a l l  e s t a t e  
s a l e  a n d  l i q u i d a t i o n  c o m p a -
n i e s  o p e r a t e  t h e  s a m e ,  b u t  

E s t a t e  S a l e s

h e r e ’ s  s o m e  g e n e r a l  i n f o r m a -
t i o n  a b o u t  w h a t  t o  e x p e c t .  

I n i t i a l  C o n t a c t :  R e a l t o r s ,  
e s t a t e  p l a n n i n g  a t t o r n e y s ,  
s e n i o r  c e n t e r s ,  f u n e r a l  h o m e  
d i r e c t o r s  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
o r g a n i z e r s  m a y  h a v e  r e f e r r a l s  
f o r  e s t a t e  s a l e  c o m p a n i e s .  
S c h e d u l e  t w o  o r  t h r e e  c o m p a -
n i e s  t o  a s s e s s  y o u r  p r o j e c t  
a n d  t o  g e t  a  f e e l  f o r  w h o  
y o u ’ d  p r e f e r  w o r k i n g .   

Q u e s t i o n s  t o  a s k :  H o w  
l o n g  h a v e  y o u  b e e n  i n  b u s i -
n e s s ?  A r e  y o u  b o n d e d  a n d  i n -
s u r e d ?  W h a t  a r e  y o u r  f e e s ?  
W h a t  d o  y o u  d o  w i t h  l e f t o v e r  
i t e m s ?  W h a t  i s  y o u r  m a r k e t -
i n g  p l a n ?  M a n y  h a v e  a  f o l -
l o w i n g  a n d  s e n d  o u t  
e - n e w s l e t t e r s  o r  p o s t  p h o t o s  
a n d  d a t e s  o f  u p c o m i n g  s a l e s  
o n  t h e i r  w e b s i t e s  a n d  s o c i a l  
m e d i a .  A s k  f o r  r e f e r e n c e s  
a n d / o r  v i s i t  o n e  o f  t h e i r  u p -
c o m i n g  s a l e s .  

W h a t  i t  
c o s t s :  M o s t  
e s t a t e  s a l e  
c o m p a n i e s  
c h a r g e  3 0 - 5 0  
p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  
g r o s s  s a l e s .  
S e t t i n g  u p  
a n d  t a g g i n g  
i s  t i m e  i n t e n -
s i v e ,  r e q u i r -
i n g  m a n y  m a n  

h o u r s .  T h e y  a l s o  h a v e  a  t e a m  
o f  p e o p l e  w o r k i n g  t h e  s a l e  
d a y  t o  e n s u r e  s e c u r i t y  a n d  
e f f i c i e n c y  f o r  c h e c k o u t .  
T h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  n o  u p f r o n t  
c o s t .  T h e y  c o l l e c t  t h e i r  p a y -
m e n t  o u t  o f  t h e  p r o c e e d s  o f  
t h e  s a l e .  

P r i c i n g :  T h e  e s t a t e  c o m -
p a n y  s t a f f  a r e  k n o w l e d g e a b l e  
a b o u t  l o c a l  m a r k e t  c o n d i t i o n s  
a n d  p r i c e s  i t e m s  a c c o r d i n g l y .  
I f  i t ’ s  a  t w o - d a y  s a l e  t h e y  
m a y  o f f e r  a  d i s c o u n t  o n  t h e  
s e c o n d  d a y .   

M a n y  h a v e  e x p e r t i s e  i n  
c o l l e c t i b l e s  a n d  a n t i q u e s .  
Y o u  m a y  a l s o  b r i n g  i n  a  c e r -
t i f i e d  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  a p -
p r a i s e r  t o  a s s e s s  i t e m s  o f  
s i g n i f i c a n t  v a l u e .  C o n t a c t  
t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y  o f  
A p p r a i s e r s ,  A p p r a i s e r s  A s s o -
c i a t i o n  o f  A m e r i c a  o r  t h e  
A m e r i c a n  S o c i e t y  o f  A p p r a i s -

pull out my “pocket computer” to 
look it up. I told him I had good par-
ents and a love of U.S. history. He 
then proceeded to quiz me for at 
least another 10 minutes before I 
looked at my watch and realized I 
was late back to class.  

I  ran into a woman in the bath-
room who was singing so loudly I 
heard her before I even opened the 
door. She was belting a gospel song 
and when I walked in, she looked me 
straight in the eye and started clap-
ping to the beat. It felt like an invi-
tation to sing along, so I did. When 
we finished our song, I asked her 
what had her spirit  so high and she 

told me that every day Jesus wakes 
her up is a good day, and if she has 
breath in her lungs she will use it to 
sing to Him. Her name was Judith 
and I only hope I can get better at 
finding the joy in every single day 
like she does.  

I know that not all facilities are like 
this one. I know that not all stories are 
happy like Frank’s and Judith’s. I know 
that this is an expensive and elite facil-
ity, but it was nice to see such a well-
cared-for group of people. It was 
heartwarming to see such happiness and 
dedication. Especially for a week sur-
rounding a holiday that focuses so heav-
ily on romantic love, it was uplifting to 
see other kinds of love represented in 
such a spectacular and meaningful way. 

Sago Rey 
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000 
Palms & Sagos in stock. 

We also have a wide selection of 
Shade & Fruit trees.

6700 E. Central Ave. • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Juan and Maria at
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GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

 
“ Yo u  c a n ’t  t a k e  i t  w i t h  

y o u ”  i s  m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  a  
s a y i n g ;  i t ’s  t r u e .  S o m e -
t i m e s  i t  w o u l d  b e  e a s i e r  
i f  t h e y  c o u l d  t a k e  i t  w i t h  
t h e m .  

  

Let us help prepare your 
trees for winter!

call today and get
10% 
OFF!

LIC. #1017900 
BONDED & 
INSURED

2/24

Please see ORGANIZE on P. 9

674-1663 
23338 Ave. 14 

Madera

DRILLING AND 
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned 
Since 1976

2/24

Lic.#414178
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Click on “Local News” at 

Over 15 years of experience 
Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife  

Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation 
Nuisance animal trapping 

Call for an inspection TODAY!
2/24

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts 

559-824-6336 
 37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

Arts & Crafts Studio • Bisque • Wood Items

2/
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Appointment Only -- Give us a call!
Visit us at www.RanchosCraftersStudio.com 
and Facebook “What’s Up in the Ranchos” 
Contact us for SPECIAL GROUP PARTIES 

NEVER a sitting fee • Walk-ins ALWAYS welcome

 
D o  y o u  h a t e  s c r u b b i n g  d i r t y ,  

baked  on  gook  in  po ts  and  pans  as  
m u c h  a s  I  d o ?  Y o u  c a n ’ t  ( o r  
s h o u l d n ’ t )  p u t  t h e m  i n  t h e  d i s h -
washe r  so  the re  i s  no  o the r  a l t e r -
n a t i v e  b u t  t o  w a s h  a n d  d r y  t h e m  
b y  h a n d .  I  h a t e  i t  s o  b a d l y  I ’ v e  
o f t e n  s a i d  I  w i s h  I  h a d  a  l a r g e r  
f r eeze r  so  I  cou ld  buy  f rozen  d in -
ne r s  t o  avo id  the  po t s  and  pans .  I  
g u e s s  I  b e g a n  t h a t  a t t i t u d e  e a r l y  
in  my  l i f e .  When  my  s i s t e r s  and  I  
w e r e  o l d  e n o u g h  t o  w a s h  t h e  
d i shes  a f t e r  each  mea l ,  we  had  to  
c l e a r  o f f  t h e  t a b l e  a n d  d o  t h e  
d i s h e s .  E v e r y  
t i m e  w e  g o t  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y ,  w e  
w o u l d  l e a v e  a  
s t i cky  po t  i n  the  
s i n k  t o  “ s o a k ”  
u n t i l  i t  w a s  e a s -
i e r  t o  w a s h .  
Wel l ,  I  guess  we  
h a d  t r i e d  t h a t  
t r i c k  o n c e  t o o  
o f t e n  f o r  m y  
mom.  We  had  f in i shed  the  d i shes  
wi th  a  pan  soaking  in  the  s ink  and  
we  wen t  t o  bed .  We  had  ju s t  go t -
t e n  i n t o  b e d  t h i n k i n g  w e  w e r e  
s a fe  when  –  you  guessed  i t ,  he re  
comes  mama  –  we  go t  up  immedi -
a t e ly  and  f in i shed  ou r  job .  

D idn’ t  t ry  tha t  t r i ck  aga in  fo r  
a  wh i l e .  

S h o r t  o f  t h r o w i n g  t h e  d i r t y  
o n e s  a w a y  a n d  r e p l a c i n g  t h e m  
w i t h  n e w  o n e s  w h i c h  w o u l d  b e  
ex t r eme ly  cos t ly ,  I  found  the  an -
s w e r :  A l u m i n u m  f o i l !  D o n ’ t  g e t  
me  wrong ,  I  s t i l l  l ove  to  cook  and  
I  know the  consequences  o f  cook-
i n g  w i t h  p o t s  a n d  p a n s ,  b u t  I  d o  
look  fo r  t h ings  to  make  the  job  o f  
c l ean ing  up  eas i e r .  

Fo i l  made  f rom a  th in  l ea f  o f  
t i n  w a s  s o l d  c o m m e r c i a l l y  f r o m  

the  la te  19 th  cen tury  in to  the  20 th  
cen tu ry .  T in  fo i l  was  r ep laced  by  
a luminum fo i l  i n  1910  in  Swi tze r -
l a n d .  T h e  f i r s t  u s e  o f  a l u m i n u m  
f o i l  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w a s  i n  
1 9 1 3  f o r  w r a p p i n g  L i f e  S a v e r s ,  
gum and  candy  ba r s .  

F o i l  i s  u s e d  i n  c o o k i n g  o t h e r  
t h a n  t e n t i n g  t h e  r o a s t i n g  t u r k e y  
du r ing  the  ho l idays .  Eve r  though t  
of  fo ld ing  a  shee t  o f  fo i l  to  f i t  the  
b r o w n i e  b a k i n g  p a n ?  F o l d  a  
l eng th  o f  fo i l  t o  f i t  t he  bo t tom o f  
the  bak ing  pan  wi th  a  f ew inches  
l e f t  o v e r  o n  e a c h  s i d e .  D o  t h i s  
bo th  ways ,  and  pour  in  the  ba t t e r  
and  bake .  When  the  b rownies  a re  
done  and  coo led  a  b i t ,  pu l l  up  on  
t h e  “ c u f f s ”  a n d  t h e  b r o w n i e s  
come  ou t  and  you  have  a  pan  wi th  
n o  b a k e d - o n  c r u s t .  O r  w h e n  y o u  
t a k e  s o m e t h i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  o v e n  
y o u  a r e n ’ t  g o i n g  t o  s e r v e  f o r  a  
w h i l e ,  b u t  d o n ’ t  w a n t  i t  t o  c o o l  
too  much ,  cover  i t  w i th  a luminum 

f o i l  u n t i l  r e a d y  
to  se rve .   

P o t  R o a s t  
Wrapped  in  Fo i l  

3  T  c o r n -
s t a rch  

4  t s p .  o n i o n  
powder  

3  t s p .  b r o w n  
suga r  

2  t sp .  s a l t  
1  t sp .  pepper  

1  t sp .  ga r l i c  powder  
2  on ions  cu t  i n to  qua r t e r s  
1  l b .  s m a l l  r e d  p o t a t o e s ,  l e f t  

who le  
6  c a r r o t s  c u t  i n t o  3  i n c h  

p i eces  
1  T  soy  sauce  
1  T  Worces t e r sh i r e  s auce  
4  s ta lks  ce le ry ,  cu t  in to  2  inch  

p i eces  
4  p o u n d  b o n e l e s s  b e e f  p o t  

roas t  ( chuck)  
P rehea t  oven  to  300  degrees .   
C o m b i n e  t h e  d r y  i n g r e d i e n t s  

i n  a  sma l l  bowl .  
T e a r  o f f  a  s h e e t  o f  a l u m i n u m  

fo i l  l onge r  than  bo th  s ides  o f  t he  
b a k i n g  p a n  y o u  a r e  u s i n g .  P l a c e  
loose ly  in  roas t ing  pan .  P l ace  the  
vege t ab l e s  on  t he  fo i l  i n  t he  pan  
a n d  s p r i n k l e  w i t h  t h e  s o y  s a u c e  

by Jean Briner

A Pox on Pots and Pans

E d i t o r ’s  N o t e :  W i t h  t h e  
p a s s i n g  o f  A u n t  J e a n ,  I  
h a v e  d e c i d e d  t o  b r i n g  y o u  a  
“ B e s t  O f ”  o f  h e r  r e c i p e s  
o v e r  t h e  p a s t  1 0  y e a r s .  
G o o d  r e c i p e s  a r e  t i m e l e s s  
a n d  I  h o p e  y o u  e n j o y  t h e m  
a l l  o v e r  a g a i n .  

T h i s  a r t i c l e  w a s  w r i t t e n  
b e f o r e  S u p e r b o w l  X L V I I I  i n  
2 0 1 4  b e t w e e n  t h e  S e a h a w k s  
a n d  B r o n c o s .

(February 2014)

ThePoopFairies.com

559-GOT-POOP
Yard Gate Safety • Sanitize/Deodorize • Waste Monitoring 

(559-468-7667) 2/
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and  Worces t e r sh i r e  s auce .  I f  you  
can ,  pu l l  t he  roas t  apa r t  and  coa t  
w i th  the  d ry  mix ,  mak ing  su re  to  
ge t  a s  much  on  the  mea t  a s  poss i -
b l e .  P l ace  the  mea t  on  the  vege ta -
b l e s  a n d  p u l l  t h e  t w o  e n d  p i e c e s  
o f  fo i l  t oge the r  and  fo ld  toge the r  
t o  s e a l ,  t h e n  
pu l l  the  two s ide  
p i e c e s  o f  f o i l  
t o g e t h e r  a n d  
s e a l .  D e p e n d i n g  
o n  t h e  s i z e  o f  
t h e  r o a s t ,  y o u  
may  have  to  u se  
ano the r  p i ece  o f  
fo i l .  Make  su re  the re  a re  no  open-
ings  in  the  package .  

P lace  in  the  oven  and  cook  fo r  
3½ to  4½ hours  un t i l  t he  roas t  i s  
f o r k  t e n d e r .  T h e  j u i c e s  c a n  b e  
u s e d  a s  i s ,  o r  h e a t e d  i n  a  s m a l l  
p a n  w i t h  s o m e  c o r n s t a r c h  f o r  
g ravy .   

N e e d  a  q u i c k  a p p e t i z e r ?  T h i s  
one  wi l l  d i r ty  a  bowl  and  pan ,  bu t  
i f  y o u  l i n e  t h e  b a k i n g  p a n  w i t h  
f o i l  s h o u l d n ’ t  b e  t o o  h a r d  t o  
c l ean  up .  

Swee t  &  Sour  Mea tba l l s  
1  j a r  swee t  &  sour  sauce  

1  t s p .  g a r l i c  
s a l t  

½  t s p .  t o  1  
t s p .  c r u s h e d  r e d  
p e p p e r  f l a k e s  
( to  t a s t e )  

2  p o u n d s  
f rozen  meatba l l s  

1  m e d i u m  
red  be l l  peppe r  –  cubed  

1  20oz .  can  p ineapp le  chunks ,  
d ra ined  

P r e h e a t  o v e n  t o  4 5 0  d e g r e e s .  
L i n e  a  1 5 x 1 0 x 1  i n c h  b a k i n g  p a n  
wi th  a luminum fo i l  –  se t  a s ide .  In  

Please see RECIPES on P. 9

 
S h o r t  o f  t h ro w i n g  t h e  

d i r t y  ones  away  and  rep lac -
i n g  t h e m  w i t h  n e w  o n e s  
w h i c h  w o u l d  b e  e x t re m e l y  
c o s t l y,  I  f o u n d  t h e  a n s w e r :  
A luminum fo i l !  

 

 
Tin  f o i l  was  rep laced  by  

a l u m i n u m  f o i l  i n  1 9 1 0  i n  
Swi t ze r land .   
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a  l a rge  bowl  combine  the  swee t  & 
s o u r  s a u c e ,  g a r l i c  s a l t  a n d  r e d  
peppe r  f l akes .  Add  the  mea tba l l s ,  
c u b e d  b e l l  p e p p e r  a n d  d r a i n e d  
p ineapp le .  

S t i r  t o  coa t  even ly .  Pour  in to  
fo i l  l i ned  pan ,  mak ing  su re  mea t -
ba l l s  a r e  in  a  s ing le  l aye r .   

B a k e  2 5  m i n u t e s  o r  u n t i l  t h e  
meatba l l s  a re  ho t .  S t i r  a  couple  of  
t imes  dur ing  the  baking ,  spooning  

sauce  on  mea tba l l s .  Se rve  warm.  
A  few weeks  ago ,  J ay  Varney  

and  h i s  w i fe  Amy were  in  the  o f -
f i c e  t a l k i n g  t o  R a n d y  a b o u t  a d -
ver t i s ing .  Jay  i s  the  p resen t  Chie f  
of  Pol ice  in  Chowchi l la  (my home 
town)  and  i s  runn ing  fo r  the  Sher -
i f f  o f  M a d e r a  C o u n t y .  A s  t h e y  
w e r e  l e a v i n g ,  M r s .  V a r n e y  c o m -
m e n t e d  o n  t h i s  c o l u m n  a n d  I  i n -
v i t e d  h e r  t o  s e n d  m e  o n e  o f  h e r  
r ec ipes  and  in  a  f ew days  the  fo l -
lowing  r ec ipe  a r r ived .  

RECIPES cont. from P. 8

Got a holding tank to fill? What about a swimming pool? 
Don’t want to waste your precious well water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!

2/
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e r s  f o r  q u a l i f i e d  a p p r a i s e r s .   
W h a t  t o  r e m o v e :  B e f o r e  

t h e  s a l e  r e m o v e  a n y  m e d -
i c a l / f i n a n c i a l  r e c o r d s  ( f o r  
s h r e d d i n g ) ,  p h o t o s  a n d  s e n -
t i m e n t a l  i t e m s  t h a t  y o u  w a n t  
t o  k e e p .  I n  m o s t  s i t u a t i o n s  
c o m p a n i e s  w i l l  t e l l  y o u  t o  
l e a v e  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  a n d  l e t  
t h e m  d e c i d e  w h a t ’ s  s e l l a b l e .  
B e l i e v e  i t  o r  n o t ,  e v e n  h a l f -
u s e d  c l e a n e r s  u n d e r  t h e  s i n k  
o f t e n  s e l l .   

W h a t  h a p p e n s  t o  t h e  l e f t -
o v e r s :  C o m p a n i e s  v a r y  o n  
w h a t  s e r v i c e s  a r e  i n c l u d e d  
i n  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  t h e y  t a k e ,  
b u t  w h e t h e r  i t ’ s  i n c l u d e d  o r  
a n  e x t r a  c h a r g e ,  m o s t  o f f e r  
c l e a n  u p  a n d  h a u l  a w a y  s e r v -
i c e s  s o  t h a t  t h e  h o u s e  i s  
e m p t y  a n d  r e a d y  t o  s e l l .  
S o m e  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  c h a r i t i e s  
t h a t  p i c k  u p  u s a b l e  i t e m s .   

D o n ’ t  s h o w  u p :  P a r t  o f  
t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  h i r i n g  a  c o m -
p a n y  t o  d o  t h e  s a l e  i s  t o  n o t  

h a v e  t o  w a t c h  s t r a n g e r s  g o  
t h r o u g h  t h e  b e l o n g i n g s  a n d  
w a l k  a w a y  w i t h  t h e m .   

R e m e m b e r :  T h e  i t e m s  
y o u ’ r e  s e l l i n g  c o m p l e t e d  
t h e i r  m i s s i o n  w i t h  y o u ,  o r  
y o u r  l o v e d  o n e ,  a n d  t h e y  c a n  
n o w  b e n e f i t  s o m e o n e  e l s e .  
A s  a n  o c c a s i o n a l  e s t a t e  s a l e  
s h o p p e r ,  I  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  o p -
p o r t u n i t y  t o  t r e a s u r e  s o m e -
t h i n g  t h a t  w a s  p r e v i o u s l y  
t r e a s u r e d  o r  p r o v i d e  s o m e -
t h i n g  n e e d e d  l i k e  a  d i n n e r -
w a r e  s e t  f o r  m y  d a u g h t e r  
w h e n  s h e  g o t  h e r  f i r s t  a p a r t -
m e n t .   

L e t t i n g  g o  i s  d i f f i c u l t  b u t  
n e c e s s a r y .  A n  e s t a t e  s a l e  
c o m p a n y  s i m p l i f i e s  t h e  
p r o c e s s .  

 
Contac t  Organized  by  Choice  

a t   P.O.  Box  26152,  Fresno ,  CA 
93729,  ca l l  5 5 9 - 871 -3314  o r  
emai l  i n f o @ o rg a n i z e d  bycho ice  
. c o m .  Yo u  c a n  v i s i t  w w w.  o rg a-
n i z e d b y c h o i c e . c o m  w h e n  y o u  g o  
online.

ORGANIZE cont. from P. 7

B l a c k  B e a n  a n d  C h i c k e n  
Chi l i  

4  s k i n l e s s ,  b o n e l e s s  c h i c k e n  
b reas t s  cu t  i n to  1  inch  p i eces .  

2  medium red  pepper ,  chopped  
½ med ium on ion ,  chopped  
4  c loves  ga r l i c ,  minced  
3  T  o l ive  o i l  
¼  C  ch i l i  powder  
2  t sp .  g round  cumin  
1  t sp .  g round  co r i ande r  
2  1 5 o z .  c a n s  b l a c k  b e a n s ,  

r i n sed  and  d ra ined  
1  2 8  o z .  c a n  d i c e d  t o m a t o e s  

NOT d ra ined  
1  C  wa te r  
S a u t é  c h i c k e n ,  r e d  p e p p e r s ,  

o n i o n  a n d  g a r l i c  i n  o i l  u n t i l  
c h i c k e n  i s  d o n e .  A d d  c h i l i  p o w -
d e r ,  c u m i n ,  c o r i a n d e r  a n d  c o o k  
f o r  3  m i n u t e s .  S t i r  i n  b e a n s ,  

t o m a t o e s  w i t h  t h e i r  l i q u i d  a n d  
w a t e r .  B r i n g  t o  b o i l ,  l o w e r  h e a t  
to  s immer  and  s immer  fo r  15  min-
u te s  uncove red .  Se rves  8  o r  10 .  

Thank  you  Amy –  sounds  de l i -
c ious .  

Af te r  the  Varneys  le f t  I  was  
ta lking to  Randy about  invi t ing al l  
the  candida tes  to  send  the i r  fa -
vori te or  family favori te recipe.  In-
vi ta t ions have been sent  and those 
received wil l  be printed in the next  
two columns.  Should be fun.  

D o n ’ t  f o r g e t  t h e  C h a m b e r  o f  
Commerce-sponsored  Crab  Feed  –  
F r i d a y ,  M a r c h  1  ( 2 0 2 4 )  a t  t h e  
Dan te  C lub  in  F resno .  T icke t s  a re  
$75  each  o r  a  t ab le  o f  10  i s  on ly  
$ 7 0 0 .  T i c k e t s  a r e  s t i l l  a v a i l a b l e  
f r o m  a n y  C h a m b e r  m e m b e r  o r  a t  
t he  Chamber  o f  Commerce  o f f i ce .  

2/
24
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Click on “Local News” at 

B y  M e l a n i e  Wi l l i a m s  
 
M a r c h  “ m a d n e s s ”  i s  h a p p e n i n g  a t  t h e  R a n c h o s / H i l l s  S e n i o r  

C e n t e r .  O u r  c a l e n d a r  i s  f i l l e d  w i t h  a  w h i r l w i n d  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  
s e n i o r s  t h i s  m o n t h .  

T h e  L u c k  o f  t h e  I r i s h  P o t l u c k  i s  
o n  T h u r s d a y ,  M a r .  1 4  a t  5  p . m .  I f  
a n y o n e  i s  b r a v e  e n o u g h  t o  e x p e r i -
e n c e  a  p r o p e r  I r i s h  p o t l u c k ,  t h e n  
S h e p h e r d ’ s  P i e  o r  I r i s h  S t e w  c o u l d  
b e  o n  t h e  m e n u .  N o  g u a r a n t e e  
t h o u g h ,  i t ’ s  a  p o t l u c k .  

I t ’ s  a l s o  G a m e  N i g h t  a t  o u r  L u c k  
o f  t h e  I r i s h  P o t l u c k ,  s o  b r i n g  y o u r  
f a v o r i t e  c a r d  o r  t a b l e  g a m e  o n  
T h u r s d a y ,  M a r .  1 4 .  S e n i o r s ,  p l e a s e  
b r i n g  a  d i s h  t h a t  s e r v e s  s i x  t o  e i g h t  
p e o p l e  a n d  y o u r  o w n  p l a c e  s e t t i n g  t o  
t h e  p o t l u c k .  

E v e r y o n e  w i l l  w a n t  t o  w e a r  
s o m e t h i n g  g r e e n  t o  c e l e b r a t e  S t .  
P a t r i c k ’ s  D a y .  C h e e r s  t o  S t .  P a d d y ’ s  
D a y  o r  “ S l a i n t e ”  i f  y o u  s p e a k  I r i s h ,  
S c o t t i s h  o r  G a e l i c .  

W e  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  a n -
o t h e r  g r e a t  M o n t h l y  S a l e  o n  S a t u r -
d a y ,  M a r .  2  f r o m  8  a . m .  t o  n o o n .  W e  
h a v e  m a n y  w o n d e r f u l  c o m m u n i t y  d o n a t i o n s  c o m i n g  i n t o  t h e  
T r e a s u r e  H o u s e ,  B o u t i q u e  a n d  S c o u t  G a r d e n .  M a n y  t h a n k s  t o  o u r  
l o c a l  R a n c h o s  c o m m u n i t y  f o r  t h e i r  g e n e r o s i t y  i n  g i v i n g  t o  t h e  
S e n i o r  C e n t e r .  I f  y o u  a r e  p l a n n i n g  t o  d o  s p r i n g  c l e a n i n g  s o o n  
a n d  w i s h  t o  d o n a t e  s o m e  “ t r e a s u r e s ”  t o  t h e  R a n c h o s / H i l l s  S e n i o r  
C e n t e r ,  w e  a r e  o p e n  e v e r y  w e e k d a y  t o  t a k e  d o n a t i o n s  f r o m  9  
a . m .  t o  1  p . m . ,  e x c l u d i n g  h o l i d a y s .  T h e  S c o u t  G a r d e n  i s  w i l l i n g  
t o  a c c e p t  d o n a t i o n s  o f  p o t t e d  p l a n t s  w i t h  a  h e a l t h y  r o o t  s y s t e m  
o r  p l a n t  c u t t i n g s  f r o m  y o u r  g a r d e n  t h i s  s p r i n g .  P l e a s e  c a l l  t h e  
S e n i o r  C e n t e r  a t  5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 8 6 4  b e f o r e  y o u  h a r v e s t  p l a n t s  a n d  
t a l k  t o  D i a n e  M a x f i e l d .  S h e  i s  a t  t h e  S e n i o r  C e n t e r  o n  T u e s d a y  
m o r n i n g s  a n d  c a n  a n s w e r  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  h o w  t o  p r e s e r v e  
p l a n t s  b e f o r e  t r a n s p o r t i n g  t h e m  t o  t h e  S e n i o r  C e n t e r .  

T h e  F r e s n o  W i l d l i f e  A d v e n t u r e  A s s o c i a t i o n  i s  c o m i n g  t o  t h e  
S e n i o r  C e n t e r  o n  S a t u r d a y ,  M a r .  2 3  f r o m  2  p . m .  t o  4  p . m .  T h e i r  
r e s c u e  e f f o r t s  f o c u s  o n  t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o f  i n j u r e d  b i r d s  a n d  
o t h e r  s m a l l  m a m m a l s  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  r e l e a s i n g  t h e m  b a c k  i n t o  
t h e i r  n a t u r a l  h a b i t a t .  T h i s  i s  a  g r e a t  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c o m e  a n d  
l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  t h e  F r e s n o  W i l d l i f e  A d v e n t u r e  v o l u n t e e r s  a n d  
w h a t  t h e y  d o  t o  r e h a b i l i t a t e  i n j u r e d  w i l d l i f e  i n  t h e  S a n  J o a q u i n  
V a l l e y  a r e a .  

Senior Report

T h e  G o l d e n  V a l l e y  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  i s  h o s t i n g  i t s  S p r i n g  F e s t i -
v a l  o n  S a t u r d a y ,  M a r .  2 3  f r o m  9  a . m .  t o  1  p . m .  I t  i s  a  c o m m u n i t y  
e v e n t  w i t h  v e n d o r  b o o t h s ,  a  f r e e  B B Q  l u n c h  a n d  a n  E a s t e r  E g g  
H u n t  f o r  t h e  k i d s .  

T h e  S e n i o r  C e n t e r  i s  c e l e b r a t i n g  
o u r  M a r c h  B i r t h d a y  a n d  A n n i v e r s a r y  
L u n c h e o n  o n  S a t u r d a y ,  M a r .  1 6  a t  t h e  
P h o e n i c i a n  G a r d e n s  i n  F r e s n o  a t  1 1 : 3 0  
a . m .  P l e a s e  c a l l  t h e  S e n i o r  C e n t e r  b y  
T h u r s d a y ,  M a r c h  1 4  t o  r e s e r v e  a  s p o t  
a t  5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 8 6 4 .  

T h e  A r t  G r o o v e  G a l l e r y  i n  R i v e r  
P a r k  i s  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  s p o n s o r  m a n y  
s e n i o r  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  2 0 2 4 .  I f  y o u  a r e  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p a i n t  c l a s s e s ,  b i n g o  o r  a  
j e w e l r y  m a k i n g  c l a s s ,  c a l l  t h e  S e n i o r  
C e n t e r  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  O u r  v o l -
u n t e e r s  a t  t h e  f r o n t  d e s k  w o u l d  b e  
h a p p y  t o  l e t  y o u  k n o w  d a t e s  a n d  t i m e s  
f o r  a l l  t h e  g r e a t  e v e n t s  h a p p e n i n g  a t  
t h e  S e n i o r  C e n t e r .  

H a p p y  S t .  P a t r i c k ’ s  D a y  o n  S u n -
d a y ,  M a r .  1 7 .  

W e  h o p e  y o u  h a v e  a  b l e s s e d  E a s t e r  
S u n d a y  w i t h  f a m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s ,  f r o m  
t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  R a n c h o s / H i l l s  
S e n i o r  C e n t e r .  

T h o u g h t  f o r  M a r c h :  “ T h e  g re a t  g i f t  o f  E a s t e r  i s  h o p e . ”  –  B a s i l  
C .  H u m e  

WE’RE ON THE WEB!

www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com

Visit the Independent’s own Website and get fully 
 downloadable back issues of the Independent 

(beginning with April 2006)

2/
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The Ranchos area high-rollers come out to Game Night at the Ranchos/Hills 
Senior Center at 37330 Berkshire Drive in the Madera Ranchos. On this night, 
from left, were Carrie Bennett, Jan Williams, Ernie McGarity , Ethel Hansen and 
Connie Prince. 

(exp. 3-31-24)

St. Paddy’s Day and the Luck ‘O the Irish at the Senior Center
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Say you saw it in the Independent 
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Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential 
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting 

Concrete Foundations & Flatwork2/24
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Golden Oak 4-H 
 

By Sarah Morgan 
 
On Saturday, Feb. 17, Madera County 

4-H members had the opportunity to par-
ticipate in the first Model Horse Show 
hosted in the County. This event was 
made possible by a young Golden Oak 4-
H member, Wyatt Morgan. Wyatt has been working on planning this event, with the 
help of others in his club and others in the County, for almost a year. This event was 
his Emerald Star project, the highest star rank offered to a 4-H member. 

The Emerald Star application process began in April, 2023 when Wyatt submit-
ted his proposal for this project to a judging panel representing Madera County 4-H. 
Wyatt also had to interview to discuss his project further. Once his project was ap-
proved, he began researching all of the elements needed to put on a show. He was 
able to get hold of several experienced individuals familiar with putting on a model 

horse show to help guide the 
way. Every aspect of the show 
had to be planned, including se-
lecting a date and venue that 
worked for the County, finding 
awards, planning the day and in-
cluding other fun events. 

On the day of the event, six 
members representing four 
County clubs with over 30 en-
tries helped bring the event to 
life. The venue, the Madera 
Technical Exploration Center, 
or MadTec, was gracious 
enough to allow the County use 
of facilities for the event. All of 

the members had a great time, and everyone took home some awesome awards. When 
asked what his favorite part of putting on the model horse show, Wyatt said, “Just 
being there with the other members, putting on an event that people enjoyed and an 
event that made people happy.” 

To complete the process of earning his Emerald Star, Wyatt will need to com-
plete an exit interview to discuss how this year has gone and how the project went. 
We wish Wyatt the best of luck on completing his project. 

 
Sierra Shadows 4-H 

By Mikayla Carr 
 
Bonjour! Last month the Sierra Shadows 4-H was the host of Favorite Foods 

Day. Favorite Foods Day is an event that includes all the 4-H Clubs of Madera. They 
come together to share their baked goods and special foods to be judged. Congratu-
lations are in order to all of the mem-
bers from Sierra Shadows 4-H who 
participated and won awards. 

Highlighting this month's article 
are our Sierra Shadows hostesses, 
Abbigail and Emily Rosier. Emily 
Rosier said she became an officer so 
she could help others. Abbigail said 
she became an officer so she could 
help guide people. Emily is in the 
projects, arts and crafts, public 
speaking and rabbits. Abbigail is in 
the projects, rabbits, public speaking, 
outdoor adventure, floral and 
archery. They both say their job as 
hostess is fun. Their job as hostess is 
to pass out tickets to members who 
bring their 4-H folder, lead the raffle 

www.The Ranchos.com

Sierra Shadows 4-H Member Tatum Drake, left, 
adds powdered sugar to fresh beignets while mini 
members watch during the 4-H Culinary meeting. 

Please see 4-H on P. 15

Members of the Madera County 4-H who partici-
pated in the Model Horse Show conceived by Golden Oak 
4-H Member, Wyatt Morgan, center. 
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Click on “Local News” at 

Friday, March 1 • 6 p.m.

The DANTE CLUB • No-Host Bar • Live/SilentAuctions
Your $75 ticket includes Crab, Salad, Pasta, Bread and Dessert!

Tables of 10 are available for your Business or Group for only $700.  Business Sponsorships are also available. 
Call for info. Proceeds go to the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce. The Annual Crab Feed always sells 

out so get your tickets early! You can get your tickets at the Chamber office or the Ranchos Independent.

2/
24

The  20th Annual Chamber

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our next meeting, this time 
on the first Wednesday of the month. Join us on March 13 at 6 p.m. at 37167 Ave. 12, Suite 5C. 
Come give your input on the future of the Ranchos. Call us at 645-4001.

Why Should I Join the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce?

Call the Chamber for more information. 645-4001

1. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce carries the reputation of being a leader 
of business integrity in the Ranchos and my affiliation lends my business credibility. 

2. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce is a close-knit organization in which members support each other’s businesses. 
3. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce requires financial support 
in order to perform its job of increasing the economic prosperity of the Ranchos. 
4. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce unifies the public spirit of 

the Ranchos and directs it into useful and constructive channels that are not limited to business. 
5. Because I feel a sense of personal obligation to improve the quality of life where I live.



www.The Ranchos.com
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By Dov Adler 
 
Flatlanders Parade 

Charity Yard Sale Booth 
 

On May 18, the Southeast Madera 
County United group will host a Char-
ity “Yard Sale” Booth at the Flatlanders 
Day Parade’s Fair. This event aims to 
give back to the community in three 
meaningful ways, beginning with shar-
ing all the Charity Yard Sale proceeds. 

One third of the proceeds will go to 
supporting local institutions, such as our 
local schools. Education is the corner-
stone of community development and 
SEMCU recognizes the importance of 
investing in our students’ future and our 
kids’ wellbeing. 

Next would be the Ranchos/Hills 
Senior Center. SEMCU’s commitment 
extends to our seniors and by contribut-
ing to the Senior Center, we ensure that 

our elderly community members have 
access to essential services, companion-
ship and activities. 

Finally, U.S. Veterans in Southeast 
Madera would be honored with the re-
maining third of 
the proceeds. Our 
Veterans are a pri-
ority and SEMCU 
will allocate funds 
to support veterans 
in our area, recog-
nizing their sacri-
fices, service and 
needs. 

The second 
meaningful way 
this event will help 
SEMCU help out local residents is in 
Tax Savings for them. SEMCU’s non-
profit status allows SEMCU to save local 
residents money on their taxes. When 
clothes, equipment or other items are do-
nated to the “Yard Sale,” residents are 
not only decluttering their homes but 
also contributing to a worthy cause. All 
donations translate into tax deductions, 
benefiting both the residents and the 
community. Remember: “No item is too 
small or too big.” 

The third meaningful way that this 
event will allow SEMCU to give back to 
the community is by giving the opportu-
nity to clear out clutter. The Yard Sale 
provides an excellent opportunity for res-

idents to de-clutter 
their homes, 
whether they’re 
items from your 
backyard, garage, 
or closets, 
SEMCU encour-
ages everyone to 
participate. Un-
wanted belongings 
can find new 
homes while sup-
porting commu-

nity initiatives. 
How can you contribute? Donations 

can be dropped off at Verlaine’s Place at 
37101 Ave. 12. You’ll receive a receipt 
for the fair value of your donation to file 
with your taxes for the tax deduction and 
you’ll also receive a raffle ticket for a 
drawing which will be held at the end of 
the Yard Sale. Your contributions will 
directly impact our community.  

To arrange for a pickup, call 
SEMCU at 559-363-9095 and someone 

will come and get your items for the 
event. 

SEMCU’s dedication to the commu-
nity extends beyond this Yard Sale. For 
example, one of our recent donations 
was to the Ranchos Library. We donated 
all necessary equipment so the library’s 
meeting room could be turned into a vir-
tual meeting room as well as a regular 
meeting room. Everyone now may call 
the library and book a time so they may 
hold a private or a public virtual meeting 
there at 37398 Berkshire Dr. 

Join SEMCU in making a differ-
ence. We invite new members to help 
and actively participate as Board Mem-
bers in our community initiatives. To-
gether, we can build a stronger, more 
vibrant community. SEMCU meets at 6 
p.m. on every third Tuesday of the month 
for one hour at the Ranchos Library at 
37398 Berkshire Dr. in the Ranchos. Or 
you can attend virtually by going online 
to www.semcu.org for the link and sim-
ple instructions. You can also call 669-
900-6833 then enter ID# 83632424343 
followed with the access code 854221. 

 
SEMCU is “By the Community, 

For the Community”

Click on “Local News” at 

The Bookshelf

Check Out Seed Library at Madera Ranchos Library
By Jerrica Edmundson 

 
It’s been a rainy few weeks, but we 

are staying dry and comfortable at the 
Ranchos Library, getting ready for the 
upcoming spring and summer seasons. 
With spring just around the corner, be 
sure to check out our local Seed Library 
which is available for anyone looking to 
grow something or even to learn how 
growing works with little ones. Our 
seeds are free for all, and all we ask in 
return is if you can retrieve seeds from 
your eventual harvest — to share a few 
with us. Just be sure to put them in a 
paper envelope or folded sheet of paper 
as plastic bags will harbor moisture and 
can lead to problems with molding. We 
are working toward a locally centered 
offering of seeds to help people with al-
ternative food sources and new and ex-
citing ways to learn how growing plants 
works.   

We are amping up for Summer 
Reading and the lineup is turning into an 
impressive one. I am very excited to be 
able to facilitate these opportunities for 
our local kids to learn and experience 

from foolproof. But, it is all that is required 
to verify a legally executed ballot, accord-
ing to the Secretary of State’s website, 
which states: “In the event … the technol-
ogy rejects the signature, the elections of-
ficial shall … manually compare the 
signature. 

“The comparison of a signature shall 
begin with the basic presumption that the 
signature on the petition or ballot envelope 
is the voter’s signature. 

“Exact matches are not required for an 
elections official to confirm a valid signa-
ture.” 

And the most absurd test for compari-
son is: “Similar characteristics between a 
signature being compared and any signa-
ture in the voter’s registration record are 
sufficient to determine a signature is 
valid.” 

Digest that. All a forger needs to do is 
make the signature look “similar,” and the 
ballot must be accepted. And the rightful 
voter’s vote is stolen. 

Good news! You can track your ballot 
online. You can sign up at WheresMyBal-
lot.sos.ca.gov to see if your ballot is listed 
as received. This is an excellent service for 
those of us who question the convoluted 
voting process and breathe a sigh of relief 
upon hearing that our vote has been 
counted. 

TEA PARTY cont. from P. 4

new things — and this year’s Summer 
Reading is turning out to be perfect for 
that. Keep an eye on our Facebook page 
for updates as they are available, as 
schedules will be posted as soon as 
possible.  

First Five of Madera County has 
been partnering up with us to provide 
two recurring programs that are avail-
able for children up to five years old: 
Raising a Reader and a monthly guided 
playgroup. The Raising a Reader pro-
gram is a 12-week arrangement where 
each week you pick up an age-appro-
priate red bag of four books, swapping 
each week as we go. This is designed 
to endorse a lifelong relationship with 

reading, creating an easily accessible 
and readily available choice of books to 
start a habit of reading early in life. 
This program launched on Feb. 19, but 
is an ongoing program so stop in if 
you’re interested. The second program 
First Five offers through the library is a 
guided playgroup where kids are in-
vited to play and learn with crafts, 
music and story time provided by First 
Five. For registration into the play-
group, call First Five of Madera County 
at 559-661-5155 as registration is re-
quired to attend the playgroup.  

As always, if there is something 
you would like to do in partnership 
with the library or think we would be 
able to offer, let us know. We are al-
ways looking for new and more effec-
tive ways to help the community with 
what we are able to offer. 

The Madera Ranchos Library 
37398 Berkshire Drive 

559-645-1214 
www.MaderaCountyLibrary.org 
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1146 Barstow #G • Clovis
559-797-2528

Caesar Dents 
& Auto Body Repair

If you’ve been involved in a wreck, you know there’s nothing worse. Will 
your car be like it was? Will it cost an arm and a leg to fix? Will it take 
forever? Call Caesar Dents. Estimates are always free, the work is 
impeccable and the price just might surprise you.

Auto • Aircraft • Boats 2/
24

Michael Sutherland 
& Associates, Inc.

2/24 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TIRED OF PAYING 
FOR FLOOD INSURANCE?

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation 
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely).  
You can't afford to wait any longer,  

so contact the professionals 
today at

• In 2012, a 90-year-old Baltimore woman 
named Venus Green locked a police officer 
in her basement when he tried searching her 
home without a warrant. Afterward, she 
brought a civil rights lawsuit and won a 
$95,000 settlement. 
• "Jeopardy!" contestants stand on adjustable 
platforms so that they all appear to be the same height on camera. 
• Chess is a required school subject in Armenia. 
• Before the modern glass versions we use today became commonplace, mirrors 
were made from bronze and were prized possessions of rich households in Egypt, 
Greece, Rome, China and Japan.  
• The Statue of Liberty's full name is Liberty Enlightening the World. 
• A study conducted at the University of Montreal showed that young people who 
played the 1996 game Super Mario 64 for only two months increased their spa-
tial and episodic memory, which improves brain capacity and helps to ward off 
dementia. 
• More than 20% of all the world's freshwater is in the Great Lakes. 
• While humans and giraffes obviously have vastly different neck lengths, they 
still have the exact same number (seven) of neck vertebrae. 
• Ever wonder why some cocktails are shaken while others are stirred? Chalk it 
up to the level of dilution and texture required: The longer the shake or stir, the 
more diluted and cold the beverage gets. Hence cocktails made with spirits, ton-
ics and bitters should be stirred, while those featuring fruit juices, egg whites, 
cream or cream-based liqueurs should be shaken. 
• Folks used to say "prunes" rather than "cheese" when having their pictures taken. 
 
Thought for the Day: "It is not by muscle, speed or physical dexterity that great 
things are achieved, but by reflection, force of character and judgment, and in 
these qualities old age is usually not only not poorer, but is even richer." -- Cic-
ero 
 © 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.  

and snack for the meeting. Wow, Sierra 
Shadows has some amazing hostesses. 

Coming up in March is the Madera 
County Small Animal Expo event. Small 
Animal Expo is where 4-H members show 
their goat, chicken, rabbit and other small 
animals. They identify tools that these ani-
mals need, such as a food bowl. Members 
are tested on identifying the different breeds 
of their animal. This is really a special event 

for those members entering their animals 
and are able to get a pin for their hat. 

A few weeks ago, the Culinary group 
had their French baking meeting where 
members made crepes and beignets from 
scratch. All the members enjoyed this treat 
and learned some new techniques. 

On Feb. 13 we had our club meeting 
and at the meeting the recreation officer 
did a hula hoop game to start. Also, the 
members did a community service proj-
ect of making Valentine’s Day cards for 

4-H cont. from P. 11 Valley Children's Hospital, veterans and 
senior citizens. The vice president, Jamey 
Crandall, did a presentation on the clar-
inet. He demonstrated how it sounds by 
playing a song and showing all the parts 
of the instrument. The healthy living of-
ficers did a presentation on how impor-
tant it is to eat breakfast. They say to 
drink no more than four cups of coffee a 
day and to eat a healthy and nutritious 
breakfast. We ended our meeting with 
raffle prizes. 

Coming up in May is the Madera 
County Fair in Chowchilla. The theme of 
the fair this year is “Let’s Stirrup Some 
Fun.” Mark your calendars for the end of 
the year party on June 11 with dinner and 
activities. We also have 4-H Camp com-
ing up in July. 

Our quote of the day is by President 
Abraham Lincoln, in honor of President's 
day. “That some achieve great success is 
proof to all that others can achieve it as 
well.” 

www.The Ranchos.com

WE’RE ON THE WEB!

www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com

Visit the Ranchos Independent’s own Website and get fully 
downloadable back issues of the Ranchos Independent 

(beginning with April 2006)
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Click on “Local News” at 

“Real estate is 
my life! I make 
your real estate 

dreams a reality.”

2/
24

“Put my experience, knowledge, service and professionalism to work for you.”

Integrity, Dedication, Results
www.homesmartpva.com/mfoto • DRE #01454566

559-250-6740 • mfotorealtor@gmail.com

By Sally Rowden 
 

Our Valentine’s Limo Fundraiser Ride was won by local resident Anna Harr. 
She is the daughter of Chad and Katie Harr, owners of Chad’s Trucking in the 
Ranchos. I heard they joined her along with her Grandparents, Paul and Marie 
Cameron, and a few others for a ride to Ducey’s at Bass Lake. Chad’s Trucking 
is a family owned and operated local business for over 20 years. Congratulations 
Anna. I’m sure you all enjoyed it. 

The John Minney-Liberty High School Scholarship Fundraiser is underway. 
Letters went out at the end of Janu-
ary. This year we added our Venmo 
QR Code for your convenience. One 
hundred percent of all proceeds go to 
the students. You can also find the 
scholarship fundraiser information 
on Facebook, Instagram and What’s 
Up in the Ranchos? We want to en-
courage Liberty High School gradu-
ating seniors to seek out a 
scholarship application by contacting 
Ms. Stephanie Melvin, Academic 
Counselor, Grades 11-12 at the high 

school. Reach out to Sally Rowden at 
rowdensally2@gmail.com for general 
questions. 

I hope you’re purchasing your 
tickets for the Golden Valley Chamber 
of Commerce Crab Feed being held 

Friday, Mar. 1. As many of you know, the Kiwanians are the servers for the 
evening and the generous tips folks give support our student fundraisers. So come 
on out, bring your butter warmers for crab dipping, your competitive spirits for 
the silent and live auctions, and your festive laughter for an entertaining evening. 

A correction on our meeting times and dates. Our meetings are the second 
and fourth Thursdays of the month. They are held at 6 p.m. at Second Son Brews 
at 37167 Ave. 12, Suite 4C. If you have an interest in attending a meeting and/or 
being a presenter,  please contact our 
president, Richard Wayne at richard-
wayne48@gmail.com   

You’ll see I’ve included our Venmo 
QR Code in this article for any donations 
you might want to give toward the John 
Minney Liberty High School Scholar-
ship Fund or if you forget to tip us at the 
Crab Feed, you still have a chance to do 
so. 

The quote for the month: “What 
could we accomplish if we knew we 
could not fail?” – Eleanor Roosevelt. 

                          
 www.RanchosKiwanis.com 

Time for a HOME change?
Let ME help you.

Ana Marie Sherwood, Realtor®

asherwood@guarantee.com 
DRE LIC. #01894032

GUARANTEE
REAL ESTATE

A Berkshire Hathaway Affilliate

559-903-0855

2/
24

    Real Estate

SAY YOU SAW IT ...
... IN THE INDEPENDENT

The Luxury 
Home Realtor

Lourie Folland

an expert in your area! Available for all your Real Estate and investment needs

559-790-4729 
Folland@comcast.net

559-790-4729 
Folland@comcast.net 

BRE #01316346
TheLuxuryHomeRealtor.com

Truly Local, Truly Expert

2/
24

Limo Winners and Scholarships
Kiwanis Korner

DECEMBER 2023  

Median Listing Price 
$471K 

 
Median Days on Market 

30 
 

Median Sold Price 
$470K 

 
Median Price/SF Sold 

$257 
 
 

Data based on the 
Fresno County MLS

Thinking of buying or selling a home? 
Don’t know where to start? 

Call or contact us.

Mary Avigliano 
559-367-7264 

mary@ironkeyrealestate.com  
REALTOR® • DRE 02093132 

Jessica Gonzales 
559-408-1784 

jess@ironkeyrealestate.com 
REALTOR ® • DRE 02136161 

WE GOT YOU!

2/
24

Kiwanis Valentine’s Fundraiser Limo Ride 
was won by Anna Harr, fourth from left, and the 
whole family was on hand to take a ride up to 
Ducey’s at Bass Lake. From left is Chad Harr, 
Wyatt Harr, Marie Cameron, Anna Harr, Daisy 
Harr, Katie Harr and Paul Cameron.  
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selves to counter the expansion of hostile 
foreign powers. More than anything, in 
order for us to be strong abroad, we must 
be strong at home. We need leaders in 
Washington who will make level-headed 
decisions in the face of a rapidly changing 
and dangerous world. 

Supporting our ally Israel yesterday, 
today and tomorrow — According to 
Politico, the Israel-Hamas conflict has 
emerged as a pivotal issue in this U.S. Sen-
ate race, highlighting significant differ-
ences in perspectives among the 
candidates. For me, the stance is clear and 
unwavering: Israel’s right to self-defense 
is paramount. 

This conflict is not just complex; it’s 
about the fundamental security of a nation. 
I stand firmly in support of Israel and be-
lieve that any lasting peace solution hinges 
on this principle. This is an area where my 
view diverges sharply from those of my op-
ponents. As your Senator, I would cham-
pion strategies that safeguard Israel’s 
security as a non-negotiable priority. The 
dismantling of terror networks is essential 
for the stability of the region. In the Senate, 
I would be a vocal advocate for policies that 
strengthen Israel’s ability to defend itself 
while seeking pathways toward peaceful 
coexistence in the Middle East. Our role on 
the international stage should be to bolster 
efforts that ensure a secure Israel and a 
peaceful future for both Israelis and Pales-
tinians. This is not just a foreign policy 
issue; it’s a matter of standing with our al-
lies and upholding our values. 

Reforming immigration with sensibil-
ity — I visited the border in December and 
saw first-hand the challenges we are fac-
ing. While we were standing feet away 
from one of the incomplete sections of the 
border wall in San Diego, a young couple 
from Venezuela crossed right in front of 
our group, walked up to us, and started cry-
ing because the first half of their journey 
was concluded. They were quickly ap-
proached by border patrol. After being 
processed for 72 hours, they said they were 
going to continue to Maine to meet with 
another family member. We need a bal-
anced approach to immigration. This 
means we must secure borders, while also 
respecting the dignity and aspirations of 
those who come here seeking a better life. 
We must create a fair and functional im-
migration system. My plan is to develop 
practical pathways to citizenship. for those 
who positively contribute to our society. 
We need an immigration system that sup-
ports our economy and reflects our values 
as a nation. 

Prioritizing water management — 
Water management is a huge issue for us in 

California. We need to get smart about how 
we use and conserve water. Investing in our 
water infrastructure and embracing new 
technologies is key to our future. 

I’ll advocate for policies that balance 
our environmental needs with our cities and 
agricultural water demands. We’ve got to 
be proactive in facing the challenges of cli-
mate change and population growth. Cali-
fornians should never be put in a position 
in which we need to ration water, and we 
must be prepared for the next drought. 

Empowering California’s agricultural 
heartland — Our farmers are fundamental 
for feeding our country. I’m committed to 
supporting sustainable agriculture that’s 
both environmentally friendly, economi-
cally viable and capable of feeding Amer-
ica’s growing population well into the 
future. My goal is to ensure our farmers 
have the resources, water, technology and 
support they need to succeed. It’s all about 
sustainable farming practices that can feed 
our state and beyond. 

Championing environmental steward-
ship — Protecting our environment is cru-
cial. I’m all in for practical climate action 
that balances our ecological needs with eco-
nomic growth. We can lead the way in in-
novation, technology, and sustainable 
practices. I’m committed to policies that 
promote clean energy, reduce emissions  
and preserve our natural beauty. California 
should continue to be a global leader in en-
vironmental stewardship, and I intend to 
fight for that in the U.S. Senate. 

Elevating our education system — Ed-
ucation is the foundation of our future. Be-
fore my career in baseball, I was planning 
on becoming a teacher. 

I’m dedicated to ensuring every Cali-
fornian has access to a world-class educa-
tion. Whether it’s directing funding to 
classrooms and teachers rather than into a 
bloated bureaucracy, or expanding voca-
tional training, we need an education sys-
tem that prepares our youth for the future. 
We need to ensure that our students are 
graduating with the right grade level skills 
of the 4 R’s: reading, writing, arithmetic 
and reasoning. I’ll focus on supporting our 
schools and teachers, and ensuring our stu-
dents are ready to meet the challenges and 
opportunities of tomorrow. 

Supporting Ukraine against Russian 
aggression — I stand with Ukraine against 
Russian aggression. We must continue to 
support them while seeking diplomatic so-
lutions. American leadership is crucial in 
this global conflict. 

In the Senate, I’d ensure the U.S. plays 
a constructive role in resolving this conflict, 
supporting Ukraine’s sovereignty, and 
working towards peace in the region. 

Putin cannot be allowed a victory in 
Ukraine.

GARVEY cont. from P. 3

The public is being asked to give its 
input on unmet transit needs in Madera 
County. Basically, the County wants you 
to tell it what your transit needs are and 
how they’re not being satisfied by the 
County. 

 The Madera County Transportation 
Commission, on behalf of the Social 
Services Transportation Advisory Coun-
cil, is inviting residents of Madera County 
to identify any transit needs that are not 
being met in the Madera County Region. 
Conveniently, there are several opportu-
nities for Madera County residents to give 
their input on transit service needs. 

In-person and virtual workshops will 
be held in various locations throughout 
the county for residents to learn about the 
Unmet Transit Needs process and provide 
comments. This year, workshop locations 
include North Fork, Chowchilla, Madera 
and La Vina. 

As required by law, a public hearing 

will be held at the regular MCTC Policy 
Board meeting at the Madera County 
Transportation Commission office at 
2001 Howard Rd., Suite 201 in Madera 
on April 17, 2024, at 3 p.m. However, if 
residents are unable to attend a workshop 
or the public hearing, it is easy to partici-
pate in the Unmet Transit Needs process 
in many convenient ways. Options in-
clude submitting a comment by phone, 
mail, email or by filling out an online sur-
vey.  You can fill out about the online sur-
vey at: www.surveymonkey.com/r/UTN 
2024MCTC . 

You can also mail your comments to:  
Madera County Transportation Com-

mission , ATTN: Natalia Austin  
2001 Howard Road, Suite 201,  
Madera CA 93637 
Participate in the way that is conven-

ient for you. For more information, please 
visit: www.maderactc.org/bc-transporta-
tion/page/unmet-transit-needs 

Public Input Sought on Traffic
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Click on “Local News” at 

(559) 645-0634  
Today!

The Independent

RANDY BAILEY
for MORE sales tomorrow, call

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514 
office

351-1605 
cell

645-4799 
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service 
 • Equipment 

• Supplies 
• Residential 

• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial 
• Locally Owned

SINCE 
1980

BONDED & 
INSURED 
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior 
 

Specializing in 
 Repaints 

 
Rental, Residential 

& Commercial 
 

Drywall, Stucco, 
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal 
 

Color Matching

559-301-1613
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call
41453 Ave. 14 1/2 
Madera Ranchos 

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED 
CARS & TRUCKS 

All Makes & Models

J.H. SandersGeneral & Custom Auto 
Service & Repairs 

559-645-1578

Call Gina 
at 559-289-3401 

email 
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Covering 
Mountain Areas 
& the Central Valleycall Mag Anaya Jr. 

559-974-1357Ranchos 
Resident

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control 
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance 

Weekly & monthly service  
(not a licensed contractor)

commercial, residential 
and industrial landscaping

info@TouchOfGreenLandscape.us 

CA LIC. #934774

559-242-6352call

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts 

559-824-6336 
 37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

Arts & Crafts Studio • Bisque • Wood Items

  Jose Lopez 
559-779-0401
call

Lic. #1042108

DRIVEWAYS•SIDEWALKS•COMMERCIAL•RESIDENTIAL

HAIRCUTS

37184 AVE. 12 #104 
(behind Pizza Factory)

439-2004

$16
Seniors Thursdays ONLY $13!

674-1663 

same day service

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting 

INVEST IN YOUR 
EXISTING PROPERTY!
For a free consultation, visit 
our Madera Ranchos office! 

10878 HWY 41 • 559-645-4849 
www.bedrockeng.com 

559-363-9095

“For the 
community, 

by the 
 community.”

SEMCU
“Service you can trust, 
prices you can afford.”

645-5324
The ONLY 

locally owned 
propane company 

in the Ranchos

559-481-6875
37193 Ave. 12 #3H

info@acts176.com

Madera Ranchos

36754 AVE. 12 • Madera Ranchos 

“We’ve got your back” 
 

D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing 
Sports Physicals only $35!

660-5262

7355 N. Palm #100 
Fresno

NorthwestPediatricMedicalGroup.com

“Right off 
of Highway 41 
 at Friant.”

559-271-6302

We’re 
Accepting 

NEW Patients

559-479-4113
CA #441782•www.chadstrucking.com

 LANDSCAPE MATERIAL 
SAND & GRAVEL• CRUSHED ROCK 
FILL DIRT•TOP SOIL•HUMUS•BARK  
CHIPS•RIVER ROCK•BASE ROCK 

ROCK DUST•COBBLESTONES 
DRIVEWAY  BASE 

CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP 

Commercial/Residential 
ALSO specializing in finish 

carpentry & handyman services 

tile • hardwood • laminate • LVP

Expert installation • over 30 yrs experience

NEW FLOORS  
IN YOUR HOME!

559-994-5908
FREE ESTIMATES! Lic. #591468      

The  
Independent

Put

to work for you.
CALL 645-0634

Today!

Get Involved!

645-4001
2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m. 

37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

Now Is The Time To 
Shed Those 

Unwanted Pounds!

Lose Weight NOW!

DIET 
WORLD 

MEDICAL 
GROUP

Quick, Fast 
Results 

CALL NOW!

224-6744

3rd Tuesday of the month • 6 p.m. 
37398 Berkshire Dr. • Ranchos Library
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Have friends or family  
who love the 

Independent but live 
outside the area? Are 
you moving but you 

still want to keep in touch 
with what’s happening in 

Southeast Madera County? 

to the Independent

37167 Ave. 12, #5C 
Madera, CA 93636

SUBSCRIBE!

 local news • local events • local happenings  
editorial • games • real estate • columns
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SPREAD THE NEWS!
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Say you saw it in the Independent 
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Click on “Local News” at 

Classified
Carpet Cleaning 
 
Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery -  "Dries in hours,  not days." 
BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley 
Chamber member. Call Bruce today 
for a free estimate. 559-676-0760. 
 
Chimney Sweep  
 
Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29 
years of experience. Wood stove in-
serts, pellet stoves and fireplaces. 
Also clean clothes dryer vents. 
 
REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY, 
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332. 
 
Exterminator 
 
CSI Exterminators - “If you’ve got 
a pest, call the best!” Free estimates. 
Call 559-293-1779 
 
Gutter Services 
 
The  Gut ter  Doctor  spec ia l i z ing  
in  bo th  con t inuous  and  s t anda rd  
r a in  gu t t e r s .  Gene ra l  Con t rac to r .  
Repa i r  Ma in tenance .  26  yea r s  
work ing  in  the  a rea .  Cal l   5 5 9 -
9 0 8 - 0 7 5 9 .  
 
Housecleaning 
 
O v e r  4 0  y a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  -  
R e f e r e n c e s  a v a i l a b l e  -  L u p e ’ s  
H o u s e  C l e a n i n g ,  r e s i d e n t i a l ,  
o n e - t i m e  s e r v i c e ,  m o v e -
i n s / m o v e - o u t s ,  w i n d o w s ,  c o n -
s t r u c t i o n  c l e a n  u p .  
L u p e P r a d o 2 5 @ y a h o o  . c o m .  
C a l l  e i t h e r  o f  o u r  L O C A L  
n u m b e r s :  5 5 9 - 7 1 0 - 0 6 9 2  o r  
6 5 0 - 7 7 1 - 2 9 1 5 .  
 

Property Clean Up 
 
P r o p e r t y  c l e a n  u p ,  l a n d s c a p e  
maintenance  and  tree  t r imming  
-  F R E E  E S T I M A T E S .  P r o f e s -
s iona l  and  r e l i ab l e .  Cal l  Er i c  a t  
559-903-3757 .  
 
Recyclables Pick Up 
 
KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLING PICKUP - AmericanMade 
Direct/Kids4recycling offers free 
pickup of newspaper,  shredded 
paper,  all  household plastic,  glass,  
aluminum and tin cans (containers 
DON’T  need to be CRV). Metal  
haul away and cleanups available 
also! 80% return back to commu-
nity!  Call Dianna at 559-999-6832.  
 
Tractor/Trenching Services 
 
BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST-
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up. 
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Ro-
totilling - Mowing - Scraping - Stump 
Grinding. Call John at 908-1066. 
 
Window Cleaning Services 
 
Most windows start at $5 and up -
- inside/out - Screen, track, sills.  
Remove hard water stains on home 
windows, shower doors and car windows. 
Cobweb removal  too. Fully insured.  

Call Nick at 285-1723. 
Free estimates. 

©2024 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive at the 
figures given at the bottom and right-
hand columns of the diagram by fol-
lowing the arithmetic signs in the order 
they are given (that is, from left to right 
and top to bottom). Use only the num-
bers below the diagram to complete its 
blank squares and use each of the 
nine numbers only once.

36754 AVE. 12 •  660-5262

Specializing in AUTO ACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

2/24

“We’ve got your back” 
 

D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing 
Sports Physicals only $35!

TO ADVERTISE in the INDEPENDENT call 559-645-0634

• "For nice, evenly sliced mush-
rooms, use an egg slicer for cutting. 
It's super-easy to use, since a boiled 
egg and a nice white mushroom are 
around the same size. I get good, uni-
form slices with the slicer." -- P.E. in 
Colorado 
• Try auto polish on tough bathtub 
stains. There is a little more grit in it than usual bathroom cleaners. 
Be sure to rinse well, and don't rub too hard, as it may scratch the tub 
surface. 
• "Tissue boxes can be used to hold plastic baggies under the sink in 
the bathroom. I use grocery-store bags to line my bathroom trash 
can. I choose a color-coordinated tissue box that has been emptied, 
and I fill it with the plastic liners, then set it under the toilet tank. It's 
still nice-looking, even though it's out of the way, and I have baggies 
at the ready." -- E.R. in Mississippi 
• "Return envelopes that come with junk mail can be saved and re-
purposed at coupon holders/grocery lists. I tuck my weekly coupons 
inside, and write my list on the back of the envelope, which is usu-
ally blank." -- C.G. in Oregon 
• To keep track of takeout menus, use a three-prong notebook with 
an assortment of sheet protectors. Insert the menu into a sheet pro-
tector and file away. You can group menus by cuisine or by price. 
• Tired of losing matched socks? Purchase a large delicates bag for 
each family member. Put dirty socks in the personal bag so they can-
not be lost. 
 
Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803 

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.  
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Taking some time out of your usually busy social life could be just what 
you need. You can focus on putting some finishing touches on those plans for a possible career change. 
 
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) A misunderstanding about a colleague's suggestions could create a 
delay in moving on with your proposal. But by week's end, all the confusing points should finally be 
cleared up. 
 
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) You might feel overwhelmed by all the tasks you suddenly have to take 
care of. But just say the magic word -- "help!" -- and you'll soon find others rushing to offer much-
needed assistance. 
 
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Finishing a current project ahead of schedule leaves you free to deal with 
other upcoming situations, including a possible workplace change or a demanding personal matter. 
 
LEO (July 23 to August 22) Turn that fine-tuned feline sensitivity radar up to high to help yourself 
uncover any facts that could influence a decision you might be preparing to make. Devote the 
weekend to family activities. 
 
VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) A state of confusion early in the week is soon cleared up with 
explanations from the responsible parties. Don't waste time chastising anyone. Instead, move forward 
with your plans. 
 
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) You might feel obligated to help work out a dispute between 
family members. But this is one of those times when you should just step aside and let them work out 
their problems on their own. 
 
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Your ability to resolve an on-the-job problem without 
leaving too many ruffled feathers earns you kudos from co-workers. You also impress major decision 
makers at your workplace. 
 
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Newly made and long-held friendships merge well, 
with one possible exception. Take time to listen to the dissenter's explanations. You could learn 
something important. 
 
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Be prepared to be flexible about your current travel plans. 
Although you don't have to take suggestions, at least consider them from experts in the travel business. 
 
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) A problem with a recent financial transaction could lead to 
more problems later on unless you resolve it immediately. Get all the proof you need to support your 
position. 
 
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Daydreaming makes it difficult to stay focused on what you need 
to do. But reality sets in by midweek, and you manage to get everything done in time for a relaxing 
weekend. 
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 Your ability to reach out to those in need of spiritual comfort makes 
you a much-revered and much-loved person within your community.

Born this Week
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Click on “Local News” at 

1. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a 
beaver's home called? 2. U.S. STATES: 
In which state would you find Crater 
Lake? 3. TELEVISION: Which ani-
mated cartoon character says, "What's 
up, Doc?" 4. LITERATURE: Who is 
the author of "The Exorcist"? 5. MATH: 
In Roman numerals, what is XVIII 
times V? 6. ANATOMY: How many 
vertebrae are in the human spine? 7. 
GEOGRAPHY: Which nation is home 
to Europe's largest glacier? 8. MOVIES: 
In which film does Doris Day sing "Que 
Sera, Sera"? 9. SCIENCE: What is 
anemophily? 10. MUSIC: Who sang the 
hit "Girls Just Want to Have Fun"?

1. A lodge. 
2. Oregon. 
3. Bugs Bunny. 
4. William Peter Blatty. 
5. XC (90). 
6. 33. 
7. Iceland. 
8. "The Man Who Knew Too Much." 
9. Pollination by the wind. 
10. Cyndi Lauper.

TRIVIA TEST 
By Fifi Rodriguez
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The Flatlander’s Day 
 Parade & Fair

Is Coming Saturday, May 18

IT IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO GET RID OF STUFF FROM YOUR BACK YARD, GARAGE & 
CLOSETS • NO ITEM IS TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL  • SINCE SEMCU IS A NONPROFIT 
ORGANIZATION, YOU CAN DEDUCT THE FAIR VALUE OF YOUR DONATION FROM YOUR 
TAXES • DROP OFF YOUR DONATED ITEMS at VERLAINE’S at 37101 AVENUE 12, MADERA 
RANCHOS or CALL SEMCU TO ARRANGE for A PICKUP AT 559-363-9095 • EVERY DONOR 
WILL RECEIVE a FREE RAFFLE TICKET for the FAIR

SEMCU will be selling donated items at our Charity Booth during the Flatlanders Day Parade’s 
Fair to raise money for our schools, Senior Center and U.S. Veterans.

DONATE ITEMS and GET A TAX DEDUCTION 
make Spring Cleaning PAY while helping our community

SEMCU’s next meeting is Tuesday, March 19 at 6 p.m. 
IN PERSON at the Madera Ranchos Library Teleconference Room 

You may come by 37398 Berkshire Dr., Madera Ranchos or participate online by going to: 
WWW.SEMCU.ORG for the link or participate by calling on your phone to 669-900-6833 and enter 
meeting ID# 836-3242-4343 with access code 854221.

FOR THE COMMUNITY, BY THE COMMUNITY




