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CELEBRATING15 YEARSIN THE RANCHOS

Madera Ranchos resident Amy Chavoya is found guilty of murdering her adoptive daughter,
12-year-old Mariah, and torturing Mariah’s brother. She now faces life in prison.

By Randy Bailey
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Madera Ranchos resident Amy Chavoya is found guilty of murdering her adoptive daughter,
12-year-old Mariah, and torturing Mariah’s brother. She now faces life in prison.

By Randy Bailey

n a story that began a little over four
years ago, a Madera Ranchos woman
has been convicted of torturing and

murdering her adoptive daughter and tor-
turing her adoptive son. She faces possi-
ble life in prison.

First reported in the Ranchos Inde-
pendent in December, 2015, Madera Ran-
chos resident Amy Louise Chavoya, who
was then 42, was arrested on Nov. 25,
2015 on murder charges. In addition to the
murder charges, there were allegations of
horrific child abuse and torture. Chavoya
initially pled not guilty to the charge of
murder, three counts of torture, three
counts of willful cruelty to a child and dis-
suading a witness by force or threat, but
on Feb. 11, 2020, a Madera jury felt oth-
erwise.

First Degree Murder
The jury convicted Chavoya of first-

degree murder of her adopted daughter,
Mariah, as well as torture of Mariah and
her brother Christopher. According to in-
formation released by the Madera County
District Attorney’s office, Chavoya faces
life in state prison as a result of her con-
victions. In all, she was charged with a
total of five counts: first degree murder of
Mariah, torture of Mariah, torture of her
brother Christopher, as well as two counts
of felony child abuse. The abuse and tor-
ture of Christopher occurred between July
1, 2010 and March 25, 2015. The abuse
and torture of Mariah occurred between
July 1, 2010 and October 10, 2014, the
day that Chavoya murdered her.

Chavoya was originally a foster
mother to the two children in 2010 until

I

she decided to adopt them, and the adoption
became final in February of 2014.

Madera County’s District Attorney’s
office said that the evidence during the trial
showed that the physically abusive acts es-
calated over time, culminating in Mariah’s
death, as well as great bodily injury to
Christopher.

In the story that ran in the Ranchos In-
dependent in December 2015, there were
allegations of scalding showers, beatings,
starvation and the use of a stun-type gun as
punishments at the hands of Chavoya. Tes-
timony was introduced at the time by
Mariah’s then-14-year-old biological

brother also claiming he was subjected to
similar abuse along with other children in
the home. The boy claimed he was fearful
to come forward with these allegations of
abuse and of having to remain in the home,
prior to the death of his sister.

All remaining children were removed
from the home in March of 2015 by the de-
partment of Child Protective Services.

Calls to CPS
At the time of Chavoya’s arrest, at least

20 calls were revealed to have been made
to the Department of Madera County Child
Protective Services, along with four written
reports, when Mariah's elementary school

teachers had reportedly become con-
cerned about the girl’s high number of ab-
sences from school, her many unexplained
black eyes, bruises and other injuries, con-
sistently poor hygiene, underweight ap-
pearance and other unusual behaviors like
food stealing and attempts at food hoard-
ing while at school. At least a dozen sig-
nificant dents were said to have been
found in the dry wall of the Chavoya
home by investigators, some of them
overlapping and stained with blood and
hair, including one in the girl’s bedroom.

Records show that Mariah collapsed
at home on Oct. 10, 2014 and 911 was
called. The fire department showed up,
EMS showed up and then law enforce-
ment showed up. Mariah’s father, San
Joaquin County Sheriff’s deputy Gerardo
Flores, gave her CPR until the fire de-
partment arrived and they continued
CPR. She was taken to the hospital, but
she was never revived.

Tear Not Found
Doctors believe Mariah ultimately

died from the result of a blow or blows
that caused a tear internally, that caused
bleeding. However, an autopsy was not
able to find a tear.

In a trial that took about 23 weeks,
the jury deliberated for about five days
before returning the guilty verdict.
Chavoya is expected to be sentenced on
April 3 in Madera County Superior Court.

Chavoya’s husband, San Joaquin
County Sheriff’s deputy Gerardo Flores
has not had any charges filed against
him. He is still employed by the sheriff’s
department.

On Jan. 29, a man
running for Madera
County Supervisor Dis-
trict 4 was allegedly
driving drunk through
the Madera Ranchos on
Avenue 12 late that
night when he lost con-
trol of his Dodge Ram
pickup and crashed,
causing damage to a
couple of homes on Av-
enue 12 near Loren
Way.

Eddie Block was ar-
rested by the California
Highway Patrol on
charges of suspected
drunk driving with a blood alcohol
level reported at .o8, the legal limit.

After crashing, Block
ran from his vehicle and
law enforcement offi-
cials had to look for
him. A report found on
the internet said that
CHP officers got a li-
cense plate and began
searching the area.
They ultimately found
Block a few blocks
away. In addition to the
DUI charges, hit and
run charges were added
as well.

His campaign web-
site seems to have been
taken down, but Madera

County Elections Offices say Block
will remain on the ballot.

Congratulations to Chris Childers for
being appointed by the Judges of the
Madera County Superior Court to serve as
the next Chief Probation
Officer.

Currently holding the
title of Deputy Chief Pro-
bation Officer, Childers
brings to the job 30 years
of dedicated service to the
field of community correc-
tions. His undeniable zeal
for the work he performs
will benefit the Probation
Department and the citi-
zens of Madera County.

Childers, who re-
places Chief Rick Dupree,
officially takes office on
April 1, 2020. Dupree,
who retired in 2019, had a
decorated career as the

Chief Probation Officer, which began in
October 2003. His efforts and innovation to
service were appreciated by the Judges and

the Madera County Board
of Supervisors.

Chief Childers is wel-
comed in his new capacity
with the Court system, as
well as a new executive
level member of the
Madera County manage-
ment team.

On the Probation De-
partment’s web page, they
state that their prime re-
sponsibility is protecting
citizens from harm, includ-
ing protecting citizens from
harming themselves. This
unique position allows them
to blend their role of en-
forcer and helper.

Madera County Supe Candidate
Arrested in Ranchos on DUI

Eddie Block, a candidate for
Supervisor in Madera County,
District 4, was arrested in the
Ranchos on suspicion of DUI.

Chris Childers, the current
Madera County Deputy Chief
Probation Officer, has been se-
lected to take over the top spot
for Madera County’s Probation
Department.

County Gets New Probation Chief
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GO
HAWKS!

Join us in supporting our
LIBERTY HIGH HAWKS

this season and all year long
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.Dear Editor:
I very much enjoyed Betty Van

Valkenburg’s article in your last issue in
which she encouraged all of us to vote a
straight Republican ticket in the upcoming
election. I paraphrase President Trump’s
words: “What do you have to lose?”

What have the Democrats done for you
or for our once great state, California? It is
my opinion that our local population’s most
egregious act was the election of Governor
Brown, followed by Gavin Newsom and
now we are left grappling with:

1. A Sanctuary State
2. Felons released early from incarcer-

ation, four of whom were convicted of mur-
der

3. The inability to remove homeless
squatters from our property

4. Not caring whether, or not, our farm-
ers have water for their crops

This is just the tip of the iceberg. The
Federal Government has been just as – if not
more – egregious as Betty Van Valkinburg
outlined so well, and I quote: “Vote Repub-
lican unless you want open borders, a
screeching halt to economic gains, the end
of private health insurance, health care, ed-
ucation, energy, doctors, hospitals, trans-
portation, air conditioning, food sources,
city planning, farming, water and so much

more.”
And so, I reiterate Van Valkinburg’s

plea, “Vote for the candidates with an ‘R’
after their name.”

After all, what do you have to lose?

Valjean Jury
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:
Today I was proud to see six opera-

tional electric vehicle charging stations at
our Madera Walmart. I actually snapped a
photo and sent it to my son in New York
City who works for a Renewable Energy
Company (Lend Lease – who built the 9/11
Memorial museum and adjacent building).

After placing my groceries in my trunk,
I saw someone pull up to one of the charg-
ing stations and was about to ask him about
the technique, when he actually walked
away from his BMW which was NOT an
electric nor hybrid vehicle. I was shocked
and considered saying something about his
lack of accountability. I wondered if Wal-
mart had security cameras at the charging
stations – if they could issue a citation or
even have the vehicle towed.

Since I am a senior woman at the Wal-

Letters

Please see LETTERS on P. 16

Kevin Cookingham is the leader the Valley has been looking for.

With 25 years as an educational leader as the principal of the Clovis On-
line School and Clovis Adult Education, Kevin has decided it’s time to get
our nation “back on track.”

Kevin’s plan is simple and addresses UNEMPLOYMENT • HEALTHCARE
• RELIGIOUS FREEDOM •ABORTION • CRIME

Learn more at cookinghamforcongress.com
Vote Kevin Cookingham for Congress, California 16th District

Election Day is Tuesday, March 3 • Ballots will be here February 1
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The Insanity of Trump Removal

“Only people
pay taxes,

all the
taxes.

Government
just uses

business in
a kind of

sneaky way
to help

collect the
taxes.”

Guest Editorial

By Rich Lowry

It's easy to forget what the Senate
impeachment trial is supposed to be
about.

It's not a fight over whether the
Senate will call a couple of witnesses
that the House couldn't, or didn't bother
to, obtain on its own.

The underlying question is whether
the United States Senate will impose
the most severe sanction it has ever in-
flicted on any chief executive, voting
to remove a president for the first time
in the history of the country and doing
it about 10 months from his reelection
bid.

This is a truly radical step that, if it
ever came about, would do more dam-
age to the legitimacy of our political
system than President Donald Trump's
underlying offense.

If Trump were actually convicted,
the 2020 election would proceed under
a cloud of illegitimacy. Tens of mil-
lions of Trump voters wouldn't accept
the result. They'd see it as an inside job
to deny the incumbent president a
chance to run for reelection, without a
single voter having a direct say. The
GOP would be brought to its knees by
internal bloodletting, a prospect that
Democrats surely would welcome, es-
pecially given that it would deliver
them the presidency. Republicans
would be out for revenge, and instead

of a halcyon return to normalcy, our
politics would be even more poisonous
than before.

Democrats argue that Trump can't
stay in office because he's such a threat
to the integrity of our elections. But the
portrayal of Trump's Ukraine scheme
as "election interference," as the De-
mocrats always say, is tendentious and
inapt. If the Ukrainians had complied
with the Trump team's pressure to an-
nounce an investigation of the energy
company Burisma, it wouldn't have
changed one vote in 2020, even if for-
mer Vice President Joe Biden eventu-
ally is the Democratic nominee.

The fact is that impeachment, as
my colleague Ramesh Ponnuru points
out, is a weak check on the presidency.
It requires a supermajority of the coun-
try to remove a president and one of
the political parties being willing to
nullify the choice of its own voters for
president and an election he won. Both
the Trump and Clinton impeachments
show that this is a hateful prospect for
the president's party.

The best case for what the Democ-
rats are doing now is that Republicans
impeached Clinton in the 1990s with
little or no hope for conviction in the
Senate, and turnabout is fair play. But
it's time to conclude that this is a failed
model of impeachment. It depends on
a process that diverts the time and en-
ergy of the nation's political institu-
tions as if the survival of a presidency
is at stake, even when everyone knows
it isn't.

Congress can hold hearings on a
president's conduct, subpoena wit-
nesses and documents and fight the ex-
ecutive with full force if they aren't
produced, hold officials in contempt,
withhold funding, deny the executive
traditional forms of interbranch comity
and, if it wants to put down a long-last-
ing marker, censure the president.

But it needn't drag the country
through a melodrama based on the fic-
tion that any president who hasn't
crashed to, say, a 25 percent approval
rating is going to be removed by his
own party -- in other words, exactly
what Adam Schiff and his managers
are doing now.

Rich Lowry is edi tor o f the
National Review.

© 2020 by King Features Synd., Inc.
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A solid foundation for your next project

Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting 

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!

•  Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate

•  Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey

•  Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment

•  Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan

•  Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com
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T w o  w h o l e  m o n t h s  i n t o

t h e  n e w  y e a r  a n d  I  f i n d  i t

d i f f i c u l t  t o  w r a p  m y  m i n d

a r o u n d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e

a r e  i n  a  c o m p l e t e l y  n e w

d e c a d e .  D o e s  a n y o n e  e l s e

s t i l l  t h i n k  i t ’ s  b a r e l y

2 0 0 5 ?  N o ?  J u s t  m e ?  W e l l ,

a n y w a y ,  h e r e  w e  a r e  i n

a n o t h e r  r o u n d  o f  t h e

r o a r i n g  t w e n t i e s .  I t ’ s

b e e n  a  h u n d r e d  y e a r s

s i n c e  t h e  J a z z  A g e  r o l l e d

t h r o u g h  t h e  h i s t o r y  b o o k s

a n d  I  c a n ’ t  s e e m  t o  s t o p

m y s e l f  f r o m  t h i n k i n g

a b o u t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  a

c e n t u r y  m a k e s .  

A s  a  w o m a n ,  t h e  f i r s t

t h i n g  I  n a t u r a l l y  t h i n k  o f

i s  w o m e n ’ s  s u f f r a g e .

1 9 2 0  s a w  t h e  r a t i f i c a t i o n

o f  t h e  1 9 t h  A m e n d m e n t

g i v i n g  w o m e n  t h e  r i g h t

t o  v o t e .  T h o u g h  t h e r e

w e r e  t e r r i -

t o r i e s ,  l i k e

W y o m i n g ,

t h a t  p a s s e d

l a w s  a l l o w -

i n g  w o m e n

t o  v o t e

l o n g  b e f o r e

t h e  c o n s t i -

t u t i o n a l

a m e n d m e n t

w a s  r a t i f i e d ,  t h i s  w a s

l o n g  o v e r d u e .  O u r  v o i c e s

w e r e  f i n a l l y  g o i n g  t o  b e

h e a r d .  O u r  l e a d e r s  w o u l d

f i n a l l y  h a v e  t o  s p e a k  t o

o u r  i s s u e s .  W e l l ,  w e  a l l

k n o w  i t  w a s n ’ t  t h a t  s i m -

p l e  b u t  e v e n t u a l l y  s o c i -

e t y  c a u g h t  u p  w i t h  t h e

s p i r i t  o f  t h e  l a w  a n d

l o o k  w h e r e  w e  a r e  t o d a y .

A  c e n t u r y  l a t e r ,  w o m e n

c a n  d o  a n y t h i n g  a  m a n

c a n  d o .  W e  h o l d  p u b l i c

o f f i c e ,  w e  a r e  d o c t o r s ,

l a w y e r s ,  p a s t o r s ,  C E O s .

W e  c a r v e  o u t  o u r  o w n

p a t h s  a n d  d e s i g n  o u r  o w n

d e s t i n i e s .  W e  a r e  n o

l o n g e r  p r o p e r t y  o r  s e c -

o n d - c l a s s  c i t i z e n s .  W e

a r e  w o m e n ,  h e a r  u s  r o a r .

O f  c o u r s e ,  s o m e  o f  m y

s i s t e r s ,  f o r  n o  o t h e r  d i s -

c e r n a b l e  r e a s o n  t h a n

u n a d u l t e r a t e d  h a t r e d ,

The Roaring 2020s

s p e n d  m o r e  t i m e  r a l l y i n g

a g a i n s t  t h e  p r e s i d e n t

t h a n  f i g h t i n g  f o r  r e a l  i s -

s u e s  l i k e  t h e  e c o n o m y  o r

p r o t e c t i n g  u n b o r n  c h i l -

d r e n .  B u t ,  s a d l y ,  t h a t ’ s

t h e  s i d e  e f f e c t  o f  f r e e -

d o m :  Y o u  a r e  f r e e  t o  b e

a n  i d i o t  i f  y o u  s o

c h o o s e .

S p e a k i n g  o f  a m e n d -

m e n t s ,  1 0 0  y e a r s  a g o  t h e

1 8 t h  a m e n d m e n t  w a s

p a s s e d  a n d  t h e  c o u n t r y

w a s  p l u n g e d

i n t o  t h e  e r a

o f  p r o h i b i -

t i o n .  S u d -

d e n l y

a l c o h o l  w a s

i l l e g a l ,

w h i c h  w a s

t h e  l o n g

a w a i t e d  a n d

m u c h  d e -

s i r e d  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  T e m -

p e r a n c e  M o v e m e n t .

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  e v i l  d r i n k

w a s  c o n q u e r e d  a n d  w i t h

i t  a l l  t h i n g s  w a n t o n  a n d

l a s c i v i o u s .  W h o  w o u l d n ’ t

w a n t  a  r e t u r n  t o  w h o l e -

s o m e ?  S o u n d s  p o s i t i v e l y

d e l i g h t f u l .  T h e  p r o b l e m ,

o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t

a l l  p r o h i b i t i o n  d i d  w a s

g i v e  r i s e  t o  b o o t l e g g i n g

a n d  l i n e  t h e  p o c k e t s  o f

p e o p l e  l i k e  A l  C a p o n e

a n d  G e o r g e  R e m u s  w h o ,

i f  y o u  d o n ’ t  k n o w ,  m a d e

t h e i r  f o r t u n e s  s e l l i n g

l i q u o r .  I  k n o w  w h a t

y o u ’ r e  t h i n k i n g .  Y o u ’ r e

t h i n k i n g ,  “ E r y n ,  a r e  y o u

t e l l i n g  m e  t h a t  e v e n

t h o u g h  s o m e t h i n g  i s  i l l e -

g a l  y o u  c a n  s t i l l  n o t  o n l y

p r o c u r e  i t ,  b u t  p e o p l e

B u t ,  s a d l y ,  t h a t ’ s
t h e  s i d e  e f f e c t  o f  f r e e -
d o m :  Y o u  a r e  f r e e  t o
b e  a n  i d i o t  i f  y o u  s o
c h o o s e .

Please see GENWHY on P. 7
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Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent 
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Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday 

9:00 AM until 5:30 PM 

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!

Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

6700 E. Central Ave. • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Juan and Maria at

2/20
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0 c a n  p r o f i t  e v e n  m o r e  o f f

o f  s e l l i n g  i l l e g a l  c o n t r a -

b a n d ? ”  I  k n o w ,  i t ’ s  s h o c k -

i n g ,  b u t  y e s .  F a s t  f o r w a r d

a  d e c a d e  o r  1 0  a n d  h e r e  i n

2 0 2 0  l i q u o r  i s  l e g a l  a g a i n ,

p r e s u m i n g  t h a t  y o u  a r e  o f

a g e .  W h o  c o u l d  h a v e  s e e n

t h a t  c o m i n g ?  W e  a r e n ’ t

t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  o u r

1 9 2 0 s  c o u n t e r p a r t s ,

t h o u g h .  J u s t  l i k e  t h e n

t h e r e  i s  a  s u b s t a n c e  t h a t

i s  c a u s i n g  h e a t e d  d e b a t e

o v e r  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  i t

s h o u l d  b e  l e g a l  t o  p u r -

c h a s e  a n d  c o n s u m e :  M a r i -

j u a n a .  

I n  t h e  1 9 2 0 s  c i t i e s  w e r e

b e i n g  p e p p e r e d  w i t h

s p e a k e a s i e s  a n d  b a c k  a l l e y

c l u b s  w h e r e  j a z z  m u s i c

f i l l e d  t h e  a i r .  S u i t - c l a d

m e n  t o o k  t o  t h e  d a n c e

f l o o r  w i t h  l a c e  a n d  f r i n g e

a d o r n e d  f l a p p e r  g i r l s  t o

d o  t h e  C h a r l e s t o n  a n d

o t h e r  d a n c e s  I  d o n ’ t  k n o w

b e c a u s e  I  o n l y  r e m e m b e r

t h e  C h a r l e s t o n .  T h i s  d o e s -

n ’ t  p r e s e n t  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t

o f  a  p i c t u r e  t h a n  w e  h a v e

t o d a y .  O f  c o u r s e ,  m o s t

c l u b s  t o d a y  a r e  l e g a l  a n d

y o u  d o n ’ t  n e e d  a  p a s s w o r d

a n d  a  d e s i r e  t o  b r e a k  t h e

l a w  t o  g e t  i n ,  u n l e s s

y o u ’ r e  u n d e r a g e .  T h e

m u s i c  m a y  n o t  b e  j a z z

a n y m o r e ,  t h e  d a n c e s  a r e

t h i n g s  l i k e  t h e  “ F u t s a l

S h u f f l e ”  a n d  t h e  “ Y u m m y

D a n c e ”  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e

C h a r l e s t o n ,  b u t  f r o m  a  b i g

p i c t u r e  p e r s p e c t i v e  i t  h a s -

n ’ t  c h a n g e d  a l l  t h a t  m u c h .  

T h e  1 9 2 0 s  w a s  a  t i m e  o f

c h a n g e .  W i t h  t h e  i n t r o d u c -

t i o n  o f  b r o a d c a s t  r a d i o ,

i n f o r m a t i o n  b e c a m e  m o r e

o b t a i n a b l e ,  e n t e r t a i n m e n t

b e c a m e  m o r e  a v a i l a b l e  a n d

t h e  w o r l d  m o r e  a c c e s s i b l e .

S u d d e n l y  a v e r a g e  A m e r i -

c a n  h o m e s  h a d  r a d i o s  t h a t

c o u l d  b r o a d c a s t  t h e  r e -

s u l t s  o f  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l

e l e c t i o n  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  t o

w a i t  f o r  t h e  n e x t  e d i t i o n

o f  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  t o  b e  d e -

l i v e r e d .  T h e n  t e l e p h o n e s

s t a r t e d  p o p p i n g  u p  i n  m o r e

a n d  m o r e  h o u s e s  a n d  s u d -

d e n l y  y o u  d i d n ’ t  h a v e  t o

w a i t  d a y s  o r  w e e k s  o r  e v e n

m o n t h s  f o r  l e t t e r s  f r o m

d i s t a n t  f a m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s .

T h e  w o r l d  g r e w  s m a l l e r  a s

t e c h n o l o g y  s t a r t e d  a d v a n c -

i n g .  F a s t  f o r w a r d  1 0 0

y e a r s  a n d  y o u  c a n  s e n d  a

m e s s a g e  i n s t a n t l y  o n  a

t i n y  c o m p u t e r  y o u  k e e p  i n

y o u r  b a c k  p o c k e t .  Y o u

w a n t  t o  s e e  y o u r  c o u s i n

w h o  l i v e s  t w o  s t a t e s

a w a y ?  J u s t  v i d e o  c h a t  a n d

i t ’ s  a l m o s t  a s  g o o d  a s

b e i n g  i n  t h e  s a m e  r o o m

w i t h  h e r .  A n  i n f i n i t e  s u p -

p l y  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s

a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  t o u c h  o f  a

b u t t o n .  O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  f l i p

s i d e  o f  t h i s  i s  t h a t  t h e

a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  i n f o r m a -

t i o n  h a s  c r e a t e d  a n  a r m y

o f  l a z y  r e s e a r c h e r s .  I n -

s t a n t  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  h a s

c r e a t e d  a  l a c k a d a i s i c a l  a p -

p r o a c h  t o  k n o w l e d g e .  I f

y o u  c a n ’ t  f i g u r e  i t  o u t

f r o m  t h e  f i r s t  f e w  h i t s  o n

a  g o o g l e  s e a r c h ,  t h e n  i t

i s n ’ t  w o r t h  k n o w i n g .  O r

w o r s e ,  y o u  o n l y  r e a d  t h e

f i r s t  f e w  h i t s  a n d  t h i n k

y o u ’ r e  a n  e x p e r t  w i t h o u t

e v e n  c h e c k i n g  t h e  w e b -

s i t e ’ s  c r e d i b i l i t y .  I  w o n ’ t

e v e n  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  p e o p l e

w h o  o n l y  r e a d  h e a d l i n e s .

T h i s  r a i s e s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g

q u e s t i o n ,  t h o u g h .  W i t h  a l l

t h i s  k n o w l e d g e  q u i t e  l i t e r -

a l l y  a t  o u r  f i n g e r t i p s ,  h a s

i t  a c t u a l l y  m a d e  u s

s m a r t e r ?  

S o  v e r y  m u c h  h a s

c h a n g e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  c e n -

t u r y .  W e  h a v e  s o m e  v a s t

i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  e q u a l i t y

a n d  e m p o w e r m e n t .  W e

h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e d  t h r i l l i n g

h i g h s  a n d  a g o n i z i n g  l o w s

i n  o u r  e c o n o m y .  W e  h a v e

s e e n  t y r a n t s  l e a d  t h e

w o r l d  i n t o  w a r  a n d  w e

h a v e  s e e n  s t r o n g ,  r e s i l i e n t

c o m m a n d e r s  l e a d  o u r

c o u n t r y  b a c k  t o  p r o s p e r -

i t y .  Y e t ,  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  s o

m u c h  t h a t  r e m a i n s  t h e

s a m e .  T h e  h e a r t  o f  t h i s

n a t i o n ,  t h e  d r e a m  s o  m a n y

c i t i z e n s  s h a r e .  T h e  p a s -

s i o n ,  t h e  d r i v e ,  a n d  t h e

f r e e d o m .  I  g u e s s  t h a t  o l d

s a y i n g  i s  t r u e ,  t h e  m o r e

t h i n g s  c h a n g e  t h e  m o r e

t h e y  s t a y  t h e  s a m e .

GENWHY cont. from P. 6

36754 AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTO ACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

2/20

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

CA #441782

www.chadstrucking.com ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •

HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED  ROCK •

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •

FILL  DIRT •

TOP  SOIL •

HUMUS •

BARK •

CHIPS •

RIVER  ROCK •

BASE  ROCK •

ROCK  DUST •

COBBLE STONES •

DRIVEWAY  BASE •

CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •559-645-5363

LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

2
/2

0
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SAY YOU SAW IT IN
the Ranchos Independent

Click on “Local News” at 

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

2/20 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSURANCE?

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation

Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 

You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals

today at

Over 15 years of experience
Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife

Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation
Nuisance animal trapping 

Call for an inspection TODAY!
2/20

An Apple a Day Will Keep the
Doctor Away – We have heard that

all our lives, and I have often won-

dered where that saying came from

so I went searching on the internet.

Sure enough, I found it. According

to “Phrase Finder” the original

phrase was “Eat an Apple Upon
Going to Bed,
and You’ll Keep
the Doctor From
Earning His
Bread,” origi-

nated in Wales

in February,

1866. In 1913 it

was changed to

the version we

know today.

I can re-

member my

grandpa would

always buy a

couple of lugs

of apples from the fruit peddler in

the fall  every year. They would

then store most of them in the fruit

cellar,  but leave a large supply in

the house. Applesauce, apple pies –

both baked and fried – apple butter,

and especially peeling and slicing

or scraping them by the fire in the

living room before going to bed.

Do you serve the same side

dishes every time you serve a cer-

tain meat dish? My mom always

served creamed peas and carrots

and “broasted” potatoes with meat

loaf; canned spinach with fish; and

with pork – either a roast or chops –

there was always applesauce.

I’ve told you I don’t like to

make pie crust. I like apple pie if

someone else cooks it – especially

my nephew Adam. If I have apples

to cook, I will make an Apple

Crisp.

APPLE CRISP

Preheat oven to 375 

Filling:
6 cups peeled and chopped tart

apples

(this will take about 2 ½

pounds)

Juice of ½ lemon

3 T granulated sugar

Topping:
½ C Flour

¼ C granulated sugar

¼ C packed brown sugar

½ tsp cinnamon

½ tsp nutmeg

1/8 tsp salt

6 T butter, cut into pieces

1/3 C old fashioned oatmeal

1/3 C

chopped nuts

(optional)

Butter or

spray an 8 inch

square baking

dish.

Put all the

topping ingredi-

ents in bowl and

mix with two

forks (or your

hands) until

mixture resem-

bles coarse

meal. Set aside

while preparing the filling.

Place prepared apples, lemon

juice and sugar in large bowl and

toss until apples are coated. Pour

evenly into prepared baking dish.

Spread the topping evenly over ap-

ples. Bake 30-40 minutes until top

is golden brown and apples are

done. Let sit about 30 minutes be-

fore serving.

ADAM’S APPLE PIE

Pie Crust:
2 C flour

1 ½ tsp salt

2/3 C shortening

½ C ice water

Mix together flour, salt and

shortening with pastry cutter until

like meal. Add water and mix into a

ball. This will be a little moist, but

when you put it onto floured board

and flour before rolling, it should

be perfect. Cut in half, and roll

each piece to a circle just larger

than the 9” pie plate.

Filling:

by Jean Briner

Apple Time!

E d i t o r ’s  N o t e : W i t h  t h e
p a s s i n g  o f  A u n t  J e a n ,  I
h a v e  d e c i d e d  t o  b r i n g  y o u  a
“ B e s t  O f ”  o f  h e r  r e c i p e s
o v e r  t h e  p a s t  1 0  y e a r s .
G o o d  r e c i p e s  a r e  t i m e l e s s
a n d  I  h o p e  y o u  e n j o y  t h e m
a l l  o v e r  a g a i n .

According to “Phrase
Finder” the original phrase
was “Eat an Apple Upon
Going to Bed, and You’ll Keep
the Doctor From Earning His
Bread,” originated in Wales in
February, 1866. In 1913 it was
changed to the version we
know today.

(February 2010)

Please see RECIPE on P. 9

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts
559-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

Arts & Crafts Studio • Bisque • Wood Items

2
/2

0

Tue-Sat 12-6 • Sun-Mon Appointment Only
Check us out on Instagram and

Facebook “What’s Up in the Ranchos”
Contact us for SPECIAL GROUP PARTIES

NEVER a sitting fee • Walk-ins ALWAYS welcome

*SPECIAL RATES WITH THIS COUPON ONLY!
COUPON GOOD THROUGH 3/31/20

37357 AVE. 12 • NEXT TO LEE KITCHEN 
GLASS • PLASTIC • ALUMINUM

2
-2

0

Aluminum Cans
$1.80/pound*
(25 lbs. or more)

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY
10 A.M. - 5 P.M.
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3 to 3 ½ pounds peeled and slic-
ed tart cooking apples

2 T flour
2 tsp cinnamon
1 C Sugar
4-5 pats butter
Mix together apples, flour, cin-

namon and sugar in large bowl. Pour
into pie plate on top of bottom crust.
Add butter randomly on top of ap-
ples. Put top layer on and crimp
edges to seal. Cut air vents in top
(before putting on top of apples, you
could be fancy and cut apple shapes
in top crust)

Bake in preheated 350 oven for 1
hour.

Ollia Ridge gave me this recipe –
sounds wonderful and you don’t even
have to peel and slice apples.

VONDA’S APPLE CAKE
Preheat oven to 350
Mix the following ingredients to-

gether:
2 C flour
2 C sugar
1 can apple

pie filling
½ C oil
1 tsp salt
2 tsp cinna-

mon
2 tsp baking

soda
2 eggs
1 ½ C raisins
1 ½ C

chopped walnuts
Pour into 9x13 pan and bake for

about 45 minutes.
There is a website that gives “Nine

Reasons Why an Apple a Day Really

Does Keep the Doctor Away.” Among
the reasons are: Apples contain Vitamin
C; they help prevent heart disease; they
are low in calories; they help lower bad
cholesterol and increase good choles-

terol; and they help
prevent tooth
decay. So keep eat-
ing those apples.
You have lots of
choices: yellow,
green and all
shades of red and
all the way from
tart to sweet.

Before I close
this article, I want

to put on a different hat. I want to talk
to the residents of the Ranchos (this in-
cludes the Bonadelle and Rolling Hills
areas) about the Golden Valley Cham-
ber of Commerce. As you have no

doubt heard by now, the annual Crab
Feed is coming up on March 6. It is the
one big annual fundraiser for the
Chamber. You can purchase a ticket or
a book of tickets from any member of
the Chamber and for $35 (now $65 --
Editor) you get all the salad, pasta and
crab you can eat at one sitting. PLUS,
you get to see old friends and meet
new ones. Oh, there’s one other thing:
YOU GET TO HELP THE CHAM-
BER! Trust me, it is money well spent.

While I’m on the subject of the
Chamber, I want to let you know that
the Chamber could use your help.
With the Crab Feed just a couple of
weeks away there is a list of “chores”
that need volunteers to fill. Just call
Virginia or Ollia at 645-4001 and ask
how you can help. In addition to the
chores, the Chamber also needs items
for the two auctions.

RECIPE cont. from P. 8

OPEN 7 DAYS

N

M-SAT 8-7 SUN 9-5•

2/20

Apples contain Vitamin C;
they help prevent heart disease;
they are low in calories; they
help lower bad cholesterol and
increase good cholesterol; and
they help prevent tooth decay.
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Click on “Local News” at

We All Do It

Sometimes when I’m out and

about I have random thoughts like,

“Everyone in this store made a choice

about what they were going to wear

today.” For some, it was a painstaking

decision due to an abundance of op-

tions or the events of the day. For oth-

ers, the choice was based on what was

clean or on top of the pile. I admit

sometimes thinking, “Hmm, that was

an interesting choice.” It strikes me

how, as different as we all are, there

are things we all do. We have many

commonalities when it comes to daily

living.

Today’s tips focus on four things

we all do, and ways to streamline them.

Similar to the diversity in people, there

are many methods of organizing, so

please don’t consider any of these the

one right way. If your method is work-

ing for you, don’t fix what’s not bro-

ken. If your peace and productivity

could be enhanced by a little organiza-

tion, consider implementing one or

more of these tips.

Getting Dressed — If you’re

scrambling to get out the door and

choosing what to wear is slowing you

down, try categorizing your clothes.

Place whatever is off-season to the far

side of the closet or containerize them

on a shelf or under the bed. Divide the

in-season clothes into work, play and

special occasion sections. Remove any

that are not your current size. You will

notice a big difference when you no

longer need to sift through multiple

seasons and sizes, and have all your

work items together and easily acces-

sible. If you’re retired, it’s time to

clear out the career clothes and donate

them to someone who needs them.

You’ll love the extra space it affords

your closet.

Processing Mail — Before your

paper pile gets shoved into a drawer

the next time company comes, create

some homes and routines for the mail

and other papers. Think vertical is vis-

ible, and horizontal is hidden, since

you really can’t see anything but the

top in a paper pile. Place a wall-mount

or table-top file holder in the hub of

your home. Create folders for Action

Items, Bills to Pay, Events, etc. Daily

sort the incoming mail and papers into

your folders and immediately put the

recyclables into a nearby receptacle.

This will keep your flat surfaces clear

and allow you to easily find your pa-

pers when you need them. No more

late fees due to lost bills.

Laundry — Whether you’re a “do

a load a day,” person, or one that likes

to do a week’s worth on one day, the

challenge is to get the clean laundry to

its home. If its default home is a pile

on the bed, or the couch, or worse yet

gets moved to the floor, it’s a constant

visual of more work yet to be done.

This can be more draining than actu-

ally taking care of it. As the clothes

come out of the dryer, place them on a

large flat surface, like the bed, where

you can immediately sort it into cate-

gories — shirts, pants, undies, towels,

etc. Create sub-categories as needed

for various family members. Now

you’re all set to hang or fold and put it

away. You can also easily distribute

the categories to family members for

the final step. Even if you’re doing

multiple loads, complete the process

with each load as it comes out of the

dryer. It’s much less overwhelming

than dealing with a mountain of clean

laundry.

In ‘n Out —We all have stuff that

comes and goes with us. Finding your

keys, purse or wallet can be a stressful

chore when you’re trying to head out.

Attach some decorative hooks to the

wall near the door for keys, purses and

backpacks. Designate a nearby drawer

or tray for wallets and pocket contents.

Place a decorative basket by the door

for the reusable grocery bags, library

books, dry cleaning and other items

that need to go out with you.

Essential to your success with any

of these tips is using the systems rou-

tinely. None of us do it perfectly, but

as Joanna Weaver says, “Consistency

doesn’t mean perfection; it simply

means not giving up.”

Contact Organized by Choice (be-
cause things don’t always fall into
place) at P.O. Box 26152, Fresno, CA
93729, call 559-871-3314 or email
info@organized bychoice.com. You
can also pay a visit online to www.
organizedbychoice.com. Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

2/20
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By Wyatt Morgan

4H Favorite
Foods Day

On Jan. 18, Sierra

Shadows 4H competed in

Madera County’s Favorite

Foods Day at Minarets

High School. It was so ex-

citing to see so many different kinds of food, all made by kids. There were many dif-

ferent categories you could enter, like candies, appetizers, international foods and place

settings, just to name a few. Contestants had to create all of the foods and had to dis-

play it at the contest all on their own. They needed to have a recipe card also.

Our 4H club was well represented and won many awards. Everyone had a great

time and maybe even made some new friends. The members who participated were:

Hunter Williams-Smith, Griffin Williams-Smith, Jacob Garzon, R.J. Scroggins, Wyatt

Morgan, McKenna Carr, Sienna Garcia, Aubrey Rocca, Kate Hauschel, Colie Tickle,

Lucy Lee, Micah Lee and Delaney Rocca.

We now offer Low-Rate Financing
with No Lien on your home

ReasonableRoofing@yahoo.comReasonableRoofing@yahoo.com

We can help you put 
a NEW ROOF on your home!

Bad Credit -- No Problem!
Good Credit -- Even Better!

Some Loans Start as Low as 3.99%
Some Loans 0% INTEREST

Rates for 18 Months

2/20

Powerful Tools For Caregivers is to

help family caregivers take care of them-

selves while caring for an older relative or

friend. You will benefit from this class

whether you are helping a parent, spouse,

friend, someone who lives at home, in a

nursing home, or across the country.

The program is a six-week series that

meets for two hours each week beginning

March 3, 2020 then again on March 10,

March 17, March 24, April 7 and April 14.

The time for all of the sessions will be from

2 – 4 p.m.

The program will be held at 5363 N.

Fresno Street in Fresno.

Registration is required and space is

limited. To register, please contact Valley

Caregiver Resource Center at 559-224-

9154 or 800-541-8614. You must sign up

one-week prior to the class start date and if

you’re interested in finding out about

respite care in your area.

This class is not for professionals,

providers, volunteers or for patients.

Powerful Tools For Caregivers

Got a holding tank to fill? What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want to waste your precious well water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!
2
/2
0
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BBee  aa  CCrraabb  FFeeeedd    SSppoonnssoorr
Is your business going to the Crab Feed? For $700 ($600 if bought by Feb. 21) you get a table for 10, get to put your com-
pany banner up at the event, have your name listed at every table, have your table introduced at the event and
be listed in the Ranchos Independent. Call 645-4001.

Friday, March 6 • 6 p.m.

At the beautiful DANTE CLUB
No-Host Bar • 50/50 •Auctions

Your $65 ticket ($55 if bought by Feb. 21) includes Crab, Salad, Pasta, Bread and Dessert!
Tables of 10 are available for your Business or Group.  Business Sponsorships are also available. Call for info.

Proceeds go to the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce. The Annual Crab Feed always sells out
so get your tickets early! You can get your tickets at the Chamber office, the Ranchos Independent,

Ranchos Pizza Factory or the Ranchos Café. 2/20

The  17th Annual Chamber

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our next meeting, always
the second Wednesday of the month. Join us on March 11 at 6:30 p.m. at 37167 Ave. 12, Suite
5C. Come give your input on the future of the Ranchos. Call us at 645-4001.

Call the Chamber for more information. 645-4001
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The Bookshelf

By Jerrica Edmundson

We have fully moved into the new branch location of the Madera Ranchos
Library and we are finally getting back into the swing of daily function. As a
friendly reminder, donations are only to be brought to the library during busi-
ness hours; please do not leave book donations or other items at the front door
when we are not present. This creates a hazard for the walkways. We are ac-
cepting donations of books in good condition but do ask that encyclopedia sets
and the like be kept from donation as they are simply recycled and cannot be
used.

We’ve got a great lineup for the Summer Reading Program this year, and
that should be starting on June 25. I’m still finalizing some of the performers
and want to ensure the best program possible for everyone, so I will make an of-
ficial post on our Facebook page as soon as I have it wrapped up. As usual, this
is a program put on by the Friends of the Ranchos Library for the benefit of our
community and I love seeing the support and participation out here. It will be
great to have it held in the new location so we can truly “break it in” and get the
library up to snuff as a great location for community events.

Our meeting room is available for community usage, with details sur-
rounding the request process available on demand at the circulation desk. We
have loved hosting Brett Frazier’s Coffee and Conversation and it seems that
partnership will be going strong for the future.

Jerrica’s Bookshelf: The Secret Commonwealth by
Phillip Pullman.

I’ve been eagerly waiting for the time to read this book
and am so glad I finally get to. This book released the week
I was in London and I missed out by just a few hours being
able to see Pullman speak regarding the book, which was
very depressing (although the trip was still amazing.)

This book takes place about eight years after the
events that ended the original Golden Compass trilogy

from my childhood. A magical world where every person
has a daemon attached to them at birth that takes the form of an animal

dependent on their temperament. Filled with intrigue and action while follow-
ing a girl and her best friend on a trip to the Arctic to follow the girl’s mother,
the original trilogy took me on a trip I will never forget, and this follow-up is
doing just as amazing a job. This is technically a sequel to his new Book of Dust
series, but this trilogy is completely dependent on the original, so if you want
to jump into this world I do recommend starting with The Golden Compass.

The Secret Commonwealth deals with relationships between people and
their daemons, and the importance of imagination in going through daily life. I
love these stories and their complexity; they are such a great escape from real-
ity and offer so much more than face value.

New Library Getting Back in Groove

The Madera Ranchos Library
37398 Berkshire Dr. • 645-1214

Sun-Mon Closed
Tue 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Wed - Thu 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Fri-Sat 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.

www.MaderaCountyLibrary.org

2/
20

• A squirt of shaving cream can help release
latex paint specks on your hands from using
a roller brush. • Baked apples (or stuffed
peppers) will stay perfectly upright if you set
them into the wells of a muffin tin. • Make
your own bath oil by mixing a couple of
drops of your favorite perfume with a bit of

baby oil. Just rub on post-bath or add to your
bathwater. • "Recently I cooked a big batch
of broccoli in the afternoon. The house had
that cabbage smell. I don’t like air fresheners
because the strong smell gives me a
headache. My neighbor told me to boil a
couple of cups of vinegar and let it simmer

for 10 minutes. At first, the vinegar smell re-
placed the cabbage smell, but then it totally
disappeared and all the smells were gone
too." -- E.Y. in Pennsylvania.
Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip, 628 Vir-
ginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Garden Festival, St. Patrick’s Day
By Margaret Tynan

Get out your calendar and mark
this down: The Ranchos/Hills Seniors
Spring Home and Garden Festival is
almost here. It will be held Saturday,
April 4 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Coffee
and pastries will be available in the
morning and BBQ hamburgers and
hotdogs will be available at lunch
time. The event is a great way to
enjoy the beginning of spring. There
will be many plants to choose from to
beautify your gardens and yards.
Demonstrations on various planting
topics will be given by Master Gar-
deners. They will be on hand to an-
swer your questions and give you
planting and landscaping tips. Local
crafters and community businesses
will feature their wares and/or serv-
ices. We still have vendor space
available. If you or anyone you know
would like to participate, be sure to
register early as spaces are limited.
The cost of a 12’ x 18’ space is $30.
You may request a registration form
by calling or faxing Ranchos/Hills
Senior Center at 559-645-4864, or

Fax 559-645-4830), or Email: rhse-
niors@ att.net, or by coming into the
Center at 37330 Berkshire Dr. The
center is open 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday. If you have
any questions, please contact Phyllis
at the Center.

Beginning March 15, Easter Bas-
kets will be available again this year
at the Center and at the Home and
Garden Festival. In addition to bas-
kets for children, there will be bas-
kets with a pet theme and baskets
suitable for adults. You may also
order a custom basket. Contact Carol
Wood at the Center to order yours.

Tuesday, March 17 is St.
Patrick’s Day. Join us at the Center
that evening at 6 p.m. for a traditional
Corn Beef and Cabbage dinner. The
cost is $15 per person. Sign up at the
Center. I thought it might be interest-
ing to take a look at the history of St.
Patrick’s Day in America. An article
by Christopher Klein online at his-
tory.com was very informative. St.
Patrick’s Day has been a solemn reli-
gious feast day in Ireland since 1631,
with morning church services fol-

lowed by modest afternoon feasts.
According to Klein, “There were no
parades and certainly no emerald-
tinted food products, particularly
since blue, not green, was the tradi-
tional color associated with Ireland’s
patron saint prior to the 1798 Irish
Rebellion.” The wearing of the
green, drinking green beer or Guin-
ness, Irish parades, etc. were made in
America, not imported from Ireland.
Even the traditional corn beef and
cabbage meal is also an American in-
novation. “While ham and cabbage
were eaten in Ireland, corned beef
proved a cheaper substitute for im-
poverished [Irish] immigrants … liv-
ing in the slums of lower Manhattan
...” Well, we are not living in lower
Manhattan, but we can be Irish for
the day. So, come and join us for a
delicious “traditional” meal. Wear
green, bring your table setting and
appetite. See you there. Note: There
will not be a General Meeting the af-
ternoon of Tuesday, March 17. In-

stead, there will be a brief meeting
that evening before the corn beef and
cabbage dinner.

Here is another date for your cal-
endar: Everyone had such a good
time at the last 500 Piece Puzzle
Competition we’re having another
one on Sunday, March 22 from 2 to 5
p.m. First-time puzzlers, seasoned
puzzle fanatics and everyone in-be-
tween are welcome to join in this fun
event. Teams will be formed ran-
domly the day of the event. Light re-
freshments will be provided. Sign up
at the Center ASAP, as seating is
limited. A $5 donation to participate
will be appreciated.

Don’t forget the monthly Bake,
Boutique, Garden and Treasure
House Sale on Saturday, March 7
from 8 a.m. to noon. We hope to see
you at one or all of these events.

Thought for March: “I’m a great
believer in luck, and I find the harder
I work, the more luck I have.” —
Thomas Jefferson

2/
20
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Say you saw it in
the Ranchos Independent

Movers, Shakers Speak to Kiwanis
ByNancyWayne

“Kiwanis International is a global organization of volunteers dedicated to chang-
ing the world one child, one community at a time.”

www.RanchosKiwanis.com

In the month of January, Madera Rancho Kiwanis has had speakers from Golden

Valley School District come present the goals and program in the District. Lacey

Menses from the District office spoke about the plans for expansions and additions at

individual sites and the new Riverstone development. Rancho Middle School's princi-

pal and assistant princi-

pal both spoke to the

Kiwanis group on differ-

ent nights.

Principal Chris Im-

peratrice talked about

how important positive

morale and self-esteem

are to the junior high age

group. Kelly Moore's

leadership class supports

building positive stu-

dents morale. The class

put up positive messages

and posters around the

school throughout the

year. He explained that

there are 11 electives of-

fered on the schedule and school-wide assemblies for team building to help with the at-

mosphere on campus. Every day during lunch on the “corral” (patio), music is played

along with ping pong, table board games and competitive games on the field.

Rebecca Hart, assistant principal, spoke about the progressive learning program

"CoLab" started this year. This philosophy involves multiple teachers and Hart who

monitor students’ learning outcomes and checks data after exams. Teachers and ad-

ministration follow through with students to help keep them on academic track through-

out the school year. Hart stated that data shows test results have been raising. She

stressed when a student feels successful in his or her academics, he or she will feel

more positive about his or her personal life, and future high school academics.

On Friday, Jan. 31 at the Ranchos Middle School flag ceremony on the corral, Ki-

wanis members Verlaine, Maria, John, Nancy and Richard attended the dedication of

a water station for the school. Kiwanis purchased the station and the District installed

it in the cafeteria. Two students tasted the water from the school’s taps and compared

it with the new filtered water to be sure it tasted better. The station offers filtered water

and helps with the environment by bringing their own water bottles to refill. There is

a counter on the station letting everyone know how many plastic bottles have been

eliminated. Students can fill up their bottles during break and at lunch.

Kiwanis Key Club, from Liberty High School, came to a Kiwanis meeting and

President, Gursirat Kaur and her officers did a "club take over," which means she ran

the agenda of the Rancho Kiwanis general meeting. She did a great job and the girls

earned their club extra money that was collected as "fines" at the Rancho Kiwanis club

meeting.

Rancho Kiwanis schedule guest speakers throughout the month. On Feb. 27, Cas-

sandra Melching from the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution District will be coming

by, bringing very informative and interesting information about our air. Come hear

what our speakers have to say Thursday nights at 6:30 p.m. at the Pizza Factory con-

ference room on Avenue 12.

Remember, you are always welcome to join us at one of our meetings.

Come down any Thursday, except the first one of the month, to the Pizza Fac-

tory Banquet Room at 37184 Ave. 12 at 6:15 p.m. You will enjoy the cama-

raderie and fun, and also be a part of making a difference in our community.

Kiwanis Korner

Ranchos Kiwanis President RichardWayne, left, greets Ranchos
Middle School Principal Chris Impereatrice for a speaking engage-
ment at a recent Ranchos Kiwanis meeting.
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Hello, 93636
As I sit here Saturday afternoon

writing this article, it was just hours ago
I was in a local high school automotive
training facility with six other techni-
cians and four of our local high school
Career and Technical Education (CTE)
instructors.

The instructors were receiving Pi-
coScope automotive diagnostic training.
PicoScope is computer software that ac-
quires real-time signals from an auto-
motive engine for Pico Technology
oscilloscopes, which then view and ana-
lyze those signals for problems. The
workshop began with an hour-long in-
structional session from a curriculum de-
veloped by one of our “Pico Club”
members. We then separated into four
individual teams for 2 1/2 hours of live-
vehicle, hands-on training. Each instruc-
tor was paired with a Pico Club
technician guiding them as they con-
nected the technology, set up all the di-
agnostic tests, pushed all the buttons and
analyzed the waveforms they collected.
We wanted to ensure each instructor was
knowledgeable, capable and completely
understood the tasks and diagnostic they
were teaching.

In attendance were instructors from
Coalinga High, Clovis High, Duncan
Polytechnical High and Central High
School of Fresno. Potentially we will be
partnering with about nine local high
schools. Sorry to say, there are no
Madera County high school CTE auto-
motive programs of which I'm aware.

This all began in April of 2018 when
I received a letter of resignation from my
seven-year lead technician. Scott was
moving on to become an automotive in-
structor for Fresno City College. Al-
though I knew his departure would be
challenging, I also knew in the long-term
Scott training future automotive techni-
cians would be very beneficial for me
and our local automotive repair industry.

As it turned out, challenging was a
gross underestimate for what I was about
to face. After six months and thousands
of dollars with employment-related
search engine companies, I didn't receive
a single application from a technician
with the skill sets I needed. It was very

National Recognition

obvious to me there was a critical shortage
of local, qualified automotive technicians.

Several other local NAPA AutoCare
Center owners and I decided to get in-
volved. In late 2018, we attended the very
first of our local high school career fairs.
Three months later, the Central California
Pico Club was formed. For the past 14
months we have been meeting the first Sat-
urday of every month for the purposes of
advancing our PicoScope understanding
and to support each other with difficult-to-
diagnosis vehicles. New school technology
can be brutal and
the learning curve
steep but with the
support of each
other it's much
more manageable.

With our Pico
Club model, each
member technician
is a teacher. During
each month's work-
shop, technicians
present successful case studies of difficult
diagnostics from the previous month. We
all share waveforms, tactics, techniques and
strategies. After the presentations we con-
nect our PicoScope technology to vehicles
and practice what we've learned. At these
workshops, CTE automotive instructors are
standing shoulder to shoulder with our tech-
nicians and learning what we learn.

I would like to thank NAPA, Carquest,

O'Reilly and Factor Motor Parts for all their
support. These companies have opened their
training sessions to our CTE instructors free of
charge. Now instructors receive the same cur-
rent ongoing training and instruction we re-
ceive without cost.

Several months ago, the local CTE in-
structors organized and asked the Central Cal-
ifornia Pico Club to become their industry
advisor. We said YES! This union is not a tra-
ditional industry advisory relationship. We are
partnering with instructors to create a new,
modern, advanced high school automotive di-

agnostic instructional
curriculum.

It is not our intent
to replace the current
curriculum. Our intent
is to create a unified in-
structional supplement
to their curriculum.
We are developing a
curriculum of 20-30
common skill sets and
tasks designed to make

students very desirable and employable, ready
for our local automotive repair industry. At the
heart of this supplement is PicoScope technol-
ogy. Today’s bi-monthly workshop was our
first trial run. It was very successful and we are
very encouraged.

Since January 2020, seven of our NAPA
AutoCare Center Pico Club members have been
hosting Fresno Duncan Polytechnical High
School students in our shops two days per week.

The students work two hours per day alongside
our technicians and receive real life automotive
shop experience and training. We train students
with the PicoScope as much as possible, so they
take it back with them to use during school
classroom and shop instruction. Late last year
our Central California Pico Club /Educator
model began receiving attention from several
national automotive trade magazines and a na-
tional automotive industry radio program.

Since October we have been interviewed
twice by the "Remarkable Results" radio pro-
gram, once by Ratchet & Wrench magazine
and once by NAPA's "Insite" magazine. The
reason I decided to write today's article is be-
cause Ratchet & Wrench magazine announced
today’s Central California Pico Club /Educa-
tors workshop nationally in yesterday’s daily
issue. WOW! Ratchet & Wrench thought to-
days workshop was national newsworthy.
What a pleasant surprise. Thank You Addy for
your support.

OK Guys and Gals, that's all for this one.
As always, I'm looking for interesting, current
and informative automotive industry topics to
write about. If you have any suggestions, rec-
ommendations, topics and specific or general
questions about a vehicle, I can be reached at
complete_car_care@hotmail.com or text 559-
907-7661.

God Bless America and God Bless 93636
Warren Parr, ASE Master, Advanced

Level and Hybrid Certified Technician. An
ASE/NAPA two-time California Technician
of the Year.

mart after dark without my husband, I de-
cided to address this infraction in this fash-
ion – vowing to discuss this incident with
the Manager of Walmart on my next visit.

There is a "No Parking Unless Using
the Charging Station" sign clearly posted
which I suspect this less-than-honorable
driver saw. Perhaps the sign should have the
C.S. Lewis Quote: “Integrity is doing the
right thing even when no one is watching.”

Claudia Zonsius
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:
I immigrated from Mexico to build a

better life in a free democratic country. I
started out as an agricultural worker and
now I am a councilmember. I’m so grateful
and honored to be an American. My three
children were valedictorians. I want to make
sure they have the opportunity to live the
American Dream by getting college educa-
tions, finding love and stable work. One day

I, and my wonderful wife, hope they’ll
marry and raise their children in the Cali-
fornia I’ve come to love.

I don’t want to imagine a world where
protecting your children means trying to
keep them from exposure to deadly epi-
demics, famine, natural disasters and
poverty, but that is a world we all may have
to face unless we take serious action against
climate change. We must keep fossil fuels
in the ground, so that all our children will
have a future to look forward to.

Protecting the health of Californians re-
quires tackling climate change. First, we
must address the main driver of the climate
crisis: the production and burning of fossil
fuels which puts lives and livelihoods at un-
necessary risk. That’s why I stand with over
300 Elected Officials to Protect California
who are calling on Governor Newsom to
end permits for new oil and gas wells, im-
plement a 2,500-foot public health drilling
setback around all fossil fuel production
sites and commit the state to 100-percent
clean, renewable energy now.

The San Joaquin Valley has been called
the food basket of the world for its produce
diversity, yet the valley is also the state's pri-

mary oil production region.
Droughts have been getting worse be-

cause climate change alters seasonal pat-
terns, making hot days hotter and increasing
the chances of devastating fires. Last year,
the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Con-
trol District issued a Valley wide health alert
due to poor air quality caused by wildfire
smoke. Still, agricultural workers continued
to toil in the fields breathing in the dirty air
held in place because of the Valley’s con-
figuration which makes the pollution stick
around.

In 2016, over 60,000 individuals in the
San Joaquin Valley’s nine counties experi-
enced food insecurity, largely due to the
2011 to 2017 drought. Groundwater with-
drawals by industrial farming operations de-
creased the water table and increased the
concentration of nitrates and arsenic in the
water. Arsenic exposure has been linked to
diabetes and cancer. Nearly 4,000 Califor-
nia households in the agricultural, majority
Hispanic southern San Joaquin Valley, ex-
perienced failing water supplies from Janu-
ary 2014 to August 2016. That’s right, that’s

LETTERS cont. from P. 4

The reason I decided to write
today's article is because Ratchet &
Wrench magazine announced today’s
Central California Pico Club /Educa-
tors workshop nationally in yester-
day’s daily issue. WOW!

Please see LETTERS on P. 21

Click on “Local News” at
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By Igal Treibatch

The depletion problem – We all

know of someone who lost their do-

mestic well due to depleting ground

water in our community’s aquifer.

Using an ordinary watering hose to

connect to a neighbor became a reg-

ular theme. Things had to be changed

and something had to be done

quickly. Conservation, rain, import-

ing of surface water and recharging

are the basic, and only realistic, op-

tions for refilling the aquifer and

stop the depletion, reverse the loss

and achieve sustainability.

Our aquifer’s water levels change

within a single season on a regular

basis. Water use during the summer

heat lowers the water table while

winter’s rains and snow melt replen-

ishes it. When drought conditions are

present along with potential overuse,

the water level does not recover as

quickly or at all, and the loss shows

as more permanent lower water ele-

vations. 

The recharge project – Four

years ago at SEMCU, the idea of one

proven method, using “dry Wells”

(injection wells), to recharge the

aquifer with rainwater and surface

water when available became a goal.

Solving the technical part was not

difficult, but the financial burden

needed to be overcome. After nego-

tiating for materials and drilling

costs, we were able to price each

well at about $3,000. To raise funds

for the project, we reached out to

farmers and businesses who operate

around our area and asked to help us

begin our process. We had very good

response and in the past four years

SEMCU has installed 146 such in-

jection wells throughout Southeast

Madera at a total cost of more than

$430,000, all free of charge to

homeowners.

The results – It was difficult to

see immediate results of the

recharge project, and thanks to the

state Department of Water & Re-

sources (DWR), keeping historical

records which are available to the

public helped to analyze conditions

and try to make sense of them. DWR

drilled monitoring wells and also

has additional available information

from other monitoring wells in

Southeast Madera as part of their

observation practice and they record

the changing water levels on their

website at gis.water.ca.gov/app/

gicima. To better understand the

water levels, you must remember

that the elevation is related to sea

level at zero. Southeast Madera con-

tour levels are at approximately 300

feet above sea level. Water level

recordings should be looked at and

compared based on the seasons.

What jumped out at us when we

looked at the records was fall 2015

and fall 2018. The water levels in

these two years are identical. They

were at 25 feet above sea level indi-

cating no loss of water level.

I t  is  early in the process,  but

we can assume that something is

slowing the water level loss in our

aquifer. We need a few more years

of measuring to be able to say

with confidence that the slowdown

of water loss is  actually sustain-

About our domestic
well water levels

674-1663

23338 Ave. 14

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

2/20

able. We have submitted a $1 million

grant request from DWR to install

more such wells. If granted, we will

be on our way to a more sustainable

future.

SEMCU is a nonprofit entity run

by your friends and neighbors working

for the betterment and sustainable fu-

ture of our community. Although our

most pressing issues today relate to

water, we also are working on school

safety and education, a community

center and parks, traffic and road

safety as well as obtaining available

grants to help our community have a

comfortable and sustainable future. A

place we can be proud to raise our kids

and families. 

SEMCU meets only once per

month on the third Monday of every

month at 6 p.m. at the Pizza Factory on

Avenue 12 for approximately one

hour. Our elections and annual meet-

ing are on March 16 at 6 p.m. Come

and help us make a difference and im-

prove our community with new ideas

and suggestions for needed projects.

For the community, by the com-

munity.

Southeast Madera County United
(SEMCU) is a non-profit benefit organ-
ization promoting local interests and
topics in the SEMCU area. Call 559-
363-9095 for information or email
SEMCU at info@semcu.org.

www.theranchos.com
Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.

Get fully downloadable back issues of the
Ranchos Independent (beginning with April 2006). Learn
how you can add your Ranchos-area business to this site!
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Alteration Services

Madlin's Alterations - Over 50
years experience - Tailoring, repairs,
wedding gowns. FAST SERVICE. By
appointment only. 36027 Ruth Ave.
Call 559-645-4583.

Carpet Cleaning

Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley
Chamber member. Call Bruce
today for a free estimate. 559-676-
0760.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove in-
serts, pellet stoves and fireplaces.
Also clean clothes dryer vents.
REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY,
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-
9332.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room addi-
tions, barns and patios. Lic. #719500.
Call 559-970-4476.

Firewood

Firewood for sale - Seasoned Al-
mond f i rewood. Round or sp l i t .
Call 259-7122 or 645-5523.

For Sale

1965 Plymouth Valiant - 4-door, slant six,
auto, no current registration. New tires, ra-
diator. $1,200 O.B.O. 559-536-1926.

Large bird cage with stand. $200.
559-312-0891.

1978 Star f i re Cab in Cru i ser -
22- foot w/ tra i l er , GREAT CON-
DITION - 351 Ford , 9 .8 HP
Honda t ro l l ing motor , 2 new ba t -
te r ies , new t i res , a l l work done by
Cron in Mar ine in Made ra Ran -
chos , cur ren t l i cense and a cover .
$9 ,500 . Ca l l Tammy at 304 -
2019 .

Two Cemetery Plots - St. Peter’s ,
Fresno . $4 ,500 each plus t ransfer
fees . Also one veteran’s V.A. plot
t ransfer at Fresno Memorial Ceme-
tery. $800 plus transfer . 559-312-
0891.

Housecleaning

40 yars o f exper i ence - Refer -
ences ava i l ab l e - Lupe ’ s House
Clean ing , r e s iden t i a l , one - t ime
se rv i ce , move - in s /move -ou t s ,

w indows , cons t ruc t i on c l ean up .
LupePrado25@yahoo . com. 650 -
771-2915 .

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLABLE PICKUP - KIDS 4 RE-
CYCLING offers pickup of al l
recyclable mater ia ls including
newspaper , shredded paper , con-
ta iners , p las t ic , g lass , a luminum
and cardboard. Call Diana at 999-
6832. Funds support Ranchos com-
munity organizations.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean
Up. TRACTOR WORK Discing -
Rototilling - Mowing - Scraping -
Stump Grinding. Call John at 908-
1066.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete work
and underground utilities installed.
Lic. #719500. Call 559-970-4476.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out -
Screen, track, si l ls included. Re-
move hard water stain on home win-

dows, shower doors and car windows.
Cobweb removal too. Fully insured.
Call Nick at 285-1723. Free esti-
mates. Ask about our SENIOR DIS-
COUNT!

Work Wanted

A v a i l a b l e n o w t o w o r k i n t h e
R a n c h o s . E x p e r i e n c e d I T p r o f e s -
s i o n a l , e x p e r i e n c e i n a c c o u n t i n g
a n d p h o t o g r a p h y . Call John at
559-706-5215 - NEW NUMBER.

Click on “Local News” at

TO ADVERTISECALL 645-0634
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Nancy Watson

645-5000

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

nwatson21@comcast.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity since
1989. Nancy moved to the Ranchos in 1977 and is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 2/20

Real Estate
By Betty Van Valkenburg

Nothing is perfect. Nothing, and

no one.

Only one human being has ever

been perfect, and He walked the earth

some 2,000 years ago. Before and

since then, not one single person –

zero, nada, zilch – has come close to

perfection. Far from it. Not one com-

pany, private institution or organiza-

tion has attained perfection. Not even

close. Not one government, including

this greatest nation on earth, has been

or ever will be perfect.

This is not to argue against striv-
ing to be great. Quite the contrary. It is
the act of striving – working hard, sur-

viving hardships, never giving up,

pushing against all odds, and fighting

for what is right – that provides any

hope of making people, groups or in-

stitutions the best, although inevitably

flawed, that they can be.

For this discussion, let’s stick to

the imperfect government part.

Through history, governments of

some sort or another have promised

utopia – a perfection that can never be

achieved by any “ism” devised by

human beings. And that is the crux of

thematter. People of every color, race,

creed, gender, age, nationality, intelli-

gence (or lack thereof) are flawed. So,

it follows that any government or in-

stitution devised by fallible human be-

ings is similarly flawed. Even

individuals with the best intentions,

educations and motives cannot

achieve a form of government that is

anywhere near the elusive goal of per-

fection. And those who think they can

are themost dangerous to freedom and

individual happiness.

Although some folks might have

good intentions, none is infallible; and
some are – or have been and will be –

just plain scoundrels motivated by

their own egos, God complexes, lust

for power or know-it-all-ism.

Of course, everyone realizes this.

It isn’t some surprising revelation. So

why, especially with centuries of his-

tory as a background, dowe fall for the

promise of a perfect society by flawed

politicians – “if only”? If only they

NEWSFLASH!

“Real estate is
my life! I make
your real estate
dreams a reality.”
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“Put my experience, knowledge, service and professionalism to work for you.”

Integrity, Dedication, Results
www.homesmartpva.com/mfoto • DRE #01454566

559-250-6740 • mfotorealtor@gmail.com

Work with the Realtor® who
lives and sells in the Ranchos
Learn more about your local agent who provides
value and expertise to her clients.
www.itsthecozylife.com
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passed more laws to control the helpless

populous. If only they spent more of our
money to give us what only they know we

need. If only we would let the politicians
think for us and provide for us and plan our

lives. If only we would elect Bernie
Sanders and get everything for free. If only
socialist or communist claims were true,

we would have a paradise, right?

But wait, what about the uniqueness

of each individual? How can one old cur-

mudgeon or one group of elites decide

what makes 350million unique individuals

happy? How can Bernie Sanders or Eliza-

bethWarren or their ilk spoon feed us what

they think is good for us? How can they

deem that health care is a “right” or child-

care is a “right,” when a right is not the

ability to demand that others provide some-

thing for us, but the ability to provide for

ourselves without undue government in-

terference?

True socialism has led to misery in

every instance. Communism, its big

brother, has proven to be devastatingly

worse for humanity. So, what is the best

form of government offering the best out-

come for its citizens?

The American experiment is not per-

fect, but it is the best yet devised for the

greatest prosperity and freedom of its citi-

zens. It is the first to adopt a constitution to

protect the citizens from government ex-

cesses and form a government whose pur-

pose is to guarantee the rights to life, liberty

and the pursuit of happiness – not provide
happiness, because flawed politicians can-

not know what is in every heart or soul –

but leave us free to pursue happiness as
each of us decides, without violating the

rights of others.

Socialist, communist and fascist dic-

tatorships have come and gone, leaving

devastation in their wakes. Still others re-

main, and their people yearn for freedom

and flee for other countries, notably the

United States of America. Yet we are on

the brink of a major decision. Rather than

striving to make our country the best it can

be, somewant to transform it to something

intolerable. They decry this country’s im-

perfections while apologizing for countries

that aremiserable failures – Such as Bernie

Sanders’ praise of Fidel Castro and the

Cuban government.

Will we retain our messy and less-

than-perfect form of constitutional govern-

ment which has proven to be a beacon of

freedom or succumb to the false promise

of “if only” and loss of liberty?
Please vote wisely.

Visit the Central Valley Tea Party
website at www.teapartypatriots.org for
more information.
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House Pads • Lot Leveling
Underground Utilities Installed
Driveways • Concrete Work

Trenching

Call Sonny at
S.G.E.

Construction
Lic. #719500

CALL 645-0634 TO ADVERTISE

2
/2
0



Click on “Local News” at

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

HIGH QUALITY

555599--445544--88006600

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336

559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service

• Equipment

• Supplies

• Residential

• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial

• Locally Owned

SINCE

1980

BONDED &

INSURED

LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal

Color Matching

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

Store hours: 

Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00

Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS

All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders
General & Custom

Auto Service
& Repairs

Call Gina
at 559-289-3401

email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Covering
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley

Tree pruning, shaping & trimming
Tree Cabling • Tree removal

Fully Insured • 8+ Years Experience • Trained Arborist

559-347-8408 • www.cvhtc.com

call Mag Anaya Jr.

559-974-1357
Ranchos
Resident

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance

Weekly & monthly service 
(not a licensed contractor)

commercial, residential
and industrial landscaping

info@TouchOfGreenLandscape.us

CA LIC. #934774

559-242-6352call

36754 AVE. 12 •Madera Ranchos

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

660-5262
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Get Involved!

645-4001
2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m.

37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts
559-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

AArrttss  &&  CCrraaffttss  SSttuuddiioo  ••  BBiissqquuee  ••  WWoooodd  IItteemmss

Jose Lopez
559-779-0401
call

Lic. #1042108

DRIVEWAYS•SIDEWALKS•COMMERCIAL•RESIDENTIAL

(559) 645-0634  

Today!
The Ranchos Independent

RANDY BAILEY
for MORE sales tomorrow, call

WHAT CAN YOU GET FOR $25?
How about 12,000

Ranchos residents each month who
look at Business Directory ads?

(559) 645-0634  
The Ranchos Independent

• TIRES
•ALIGNMENTS

• WHEEL &
TIRE 

PACKAGES
• LIFT & 

LOWERING
KITS

• FREE TIRE
MAINTENANCE

559-831-2937

HAIRCUTS

37184 AVE. 12 #104
(behind Pizza Factory)

439-2004

$13
Seniors Thursdays ONLY $11!
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Your natural Arian leadership qualities make you the person others
will follow in tackling that important project. But don't get so involved in the work that you neglect
your personal life.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Aspects favor sorting through your possessions, both at work and at
home, to start giving away what you don't use, don't need or don't like. Relax later with someone special.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) The issues are not quite as clear as they should be. That's why you need
to avoid getting involved in disputes between colleagues at work or between relatives or personal
friends.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) You'll get lots of support from others if you own up to your mistake
quickly and include a full and honest explanation. Learn from this experience so that you don't repeat it.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) There might be some early confusion over a major move, whether it's at
work or at home. But once you get a full breakdown of what it entails, it should be easier to deal with.
Good luck.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Creating order out of chaos, even in the most untidy spaces,
should be no problem for organized Virgos. So go ahead and do it, and then accept praise from
impressed colleagues.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Whether it's for business purposes or just for leisure, a trip might
be just what you need right now. You would benefit both from a change of scenery and from meeting
new people.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) While things generally go well this week, a romantic
situation seems to have stalled. But you can restart it if you want to. Then again, maybe this is a
chance to reassess the situation.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) A meeting that was promised quite a while back
could finally happen. So be sure you're prepared with everything you'll need to make your case sound
convincing and doable.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) A workplace blunder could create a problem down the line
unless you deal with it right now to see how and why it happened. Don't be surprised at what you
might learn.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) This is a good time to re-sort your priorities and see if
adjustments are called for. Be honest with yourself as you decide what to keep, what to discard and
what to change.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Letting yourself be bathed in the outpouring of love and support from
those who care for you will help you get through a difficult period sooner rather than later. Good luck.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

You have an uncanny gift for reaching out to all people
and creating bridges of understanding among them.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk

www.The Ranchos.com

nearly two years. Two-thirds of the water shortages in the San Joaquin
Valley’s Tulare County were in very low-income communities where
many families had to rely on bottled water or emergency water tanks.

Because of climate change, Californians face increasing health prob-
lems such as heat-related issues, asthma, cancer, heart troubles, food and
water contamination, and mental health challenges. These threats will only
increase as long as fossil fuel corporations and our transportation systems
continue to pump climate-changing pollution into the air.

While enjoying huge tax incentives, this dangerous industry poisons
communities. More than 12,000 lives are lost annually due to fossil fuel
production in our state, according to a Stanford University study.

It’s time for Sacramento to put people first, not corporations. Our farm-
ing practices need to change too by using less chemicals and applying more
organic components to help our soil retain water and nutrients.

In the Central Valley we have places where the soil is sinking because
of aquifer depletion. Too many farmers have been pumping our under-
ground water for water intensive crops.  That’s why the Sustainable
Groundwater Management Act goals are so important to help disadvan-
taged communities like mine. But we still don’t have the enough water
storage capacity for when the rains come. The good news is that we have
a plan to put in a mile-long pipe that would run from the canal to the water
recharge basin, where water is stored, so that the water will be replenished.
However, a neighboring water agency is trying to take our water using a
legal loophole. If they succeed, they’ll undermine water programs that
guarantee everyone in our region has access to safe, clean water. Without
clean water people will get sick. Water is a human right.

As public servants we must protect the environment for all our citi-
zens. I’m concerned that greed blinds some people to the realities of cli-
mate change. Instead of conserving our planet, they are destroying and
depleting the earth’s resources to support luxurious lifestyles. But there
isn’t anywhere on earth where the effects of climate change won’t be felt.
We’re all part of our human family.

When you reduce yourself just to your primary family you only help
a few people, but when you understand that every human is part of your
family, you can help the whole world.

Felipe Perez, General Manager of Biola Community Services District and
Firebaugh Councilmember

LETTERS cont. from P. 16
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1. LITERATURE: Which novel introduced
the character of Lisbeth Salander?
2. MOVIES: What was the name of
Bill Murray's character in the 1984
"Ghostbusters" film?
3. HISTORY: Roughly how many people
migrated from drought-stricken Dust Bowl
states in the United States in the 1930s?
4. ENTERTAINMENT: What was the title
of the first arcade video game?
5. FAMOUS QUOTATIONS: Which
American humorist once observed, "In the
spring, I have counted 136 different kinds
of weather inside of 24 hours"?
6. MUSIC: Which 1980s movie featured
the theme song "Don't You (Forget About
Me)" by Simple Minds?
7. TELEVISION: What was the name of
Michael Knight's car on the series "Knight
Rider"?
8. GEOGRAPHY: Which country lies be-
tween India and China?
9. PSYCHOLOGY: What fear is repre-
sented in the condition called "heliopho-
bia"?
10. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What is
the name of the pound sign on a keyboard?

1."TheGirlwiththeDragonTattoo"
2.Dr.PeterVenkman
3.About2.5million
4.Pong
5.MarkTwain
6."TheBreakfastClub"
7.KITT(KnightIndustriesTwo

Thousand)
8.Nepal
9.Fearofthesun
10.Octothorpe

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez
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Click on “Local News” at



Page 23

SSuuppeerr Crossword
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Help with SEMCU and you help our neighborhood
where our kids grow up and where we plan to retire.
Southeast Madera is our back yard, our home and the

place we live. It doesn’t take a lot of time,
meeting only once a month for about an hour.

Reach water sustainability
and help the community with needs
such as parks, a community center,

safety, traffic and schools.

SEMCUAnnual Meeting
Monday,March 16 at 6 p.m. •Ranchos Pizza Factory

2/
20

HELPYOUR
COMMUNITY


