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The California Highway
Patrol and Madera County

Sheriff’s Department close
Avenue 12 as the Fresno County
Sheriff’s Department Bomb Disposal
Unit works in the background on a
suspicious device that was found.
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Click on “Local News” at

A realistic looking bomb composed of
seven tan sticks of what appeared to be dy-
namite taped and wired together, turned out
to be a hoax at a house in the 36700 block of
Avenue 12 on Wednesday, Feb. 17.

The incident prompted the closure of
the major east west route to traffic for about
three and a half hours, according to authori-
ties. Homes and businesses within a several
block radius were evacuated shortly after
noon until about 3:30
pm. Residents, on-
lookers and media
trucks were kept far
back as the Fresno
County Sheriff’s De-
partment bomb dis-
posal used a robot to
evaluate what ap-
peared to be a large,
improvised explosive
device.

The California
Highway Patrol had
seven units on the
scene to halt and
reroute traffic around
the incident through
side streets and onto
Roads 36 1/2 and 37 1/2, snarling traffic and
startling residents in the normally quiet
neighborhood.

Several Madera County fire engines
were also present in the event of an actual
explosion or resulting fire, and were standing
by to triage and treat any injured personnel.
Emergency crews said had the device been
actual dynamite, any resulting explosion
could have been significant.

Lt. Bill Ward of the Madera County
Sheriff’s Department said the device was in-

tricate and did not appear to be a prank that
could have been made by juveniles.

“It appeared to be multiple sticks of dy-
namite, with wires and a battery,” Ward said.
“It was found in the driveway and called in
by a man working at the vacant house. We
don't know how it got there. It could have
been placed by the dumpster ... or possibly
even thrown from a vehicle. We don't know.
We do get occasional bomb calls and [im-
provised] explosive devices in the county but

this was elaborate. It
was completely real-
istic and well made,
probably by an adult.”

The motivation
is unknown at this
time, according to
Ward, but any impro-
vised explosive de-
vices (IEDs) – even
the fake ones – are
taken seriously.

“The investiga-
tion is ongoing. This
device did not contain
any explosives but we
are asking for the pub-
lic's help and for any-
one with information

about this incident to come forward,” Ward
said.

Chiropractor Lisa Haney said the
nearby incident was initially startling.

“Asheriff's deputy came to the door and
asked us to evacuate as a precaution, so we
did,” Haney said. “Several blocks around us
were also evacuated. I never saw it but
everyone was relieved when it turned out to
be fake. We ended up cancelling some after-

“It appeared to be multiple sticks of dy-
namite, with wires and a battery,” said
Madera County Sheriff Lt. Bill Ward. The de-
vice was discovered by workers renovating a
house on Avenue 12.

Please see BOMB on P. 3

By Christi McKinney

Karishma and Todd Blancett, long-
time residents of the Madera Ranchos,
have started a non-
profit organization
called Forgiven Dog
Rescue. The group
grew out of the couple
becoming frustrated at
watching so many dogs
running loose in the
Ranchos. “Over a holi-
day weekend last year
two dogs found their
way to me, one whose
owner was quickly
found and who was re-
united,” Karishma said.
“The other dog was in
really poor shape, very
thin with matted hair. It
was after this experi-
ence I knew I needed to
do something to help
with this problem in our community.”

Forgiven Dog Rescue held its first
Adoptable Day on Friday, Feb. 5 at the

Branch and Vine on Avenue 12. A num-
ber of adoptable dogs made their debut
and local artists and vendors were on
hand with a wide variety of dog items.

The event included
homemade dog bis-
cuits, a Valentine’s Day
photo booth and food
available from the Fly-
ing Pig food truck.

Karishma shared
another very personal
reason she felt led her
to do something. She is
a cancer survivor hav-
ing just passed her 5-
year mark fighting
Stage 2 Hodgkin’s
Lymphoma. “When I
went through
chemotherapy treat-
ments I had every side
effect there was,” she
said. “I was taking over
50 pills a day and I still

couldn’t sleep. One evening Todd

Rescuing Lost Dogs in the Ranchos

Rescued in the Ranchos and
ready for adoption.

Please see RESCUE on P. 20

A natural way to get precious
water back into our beat up
aquifer.

By Karen Petryna

Midday on Feb. 17, between rain
storms, a farmer, a
County Supervi-
sor and a County
Planning Director
met on the out-
skirts of the Ran-
chos to view
first-hand how ef-
fective giving
Mother Nature a
helping hand can
be.

The three
gathered for a tour
of the orchards
owned by Igal
Treibatch to take a
look at a series of
water recharge
projects that have
been in place on his property over the last

decade. District 1 Supervisor Brett Fra-
zier and County Planning Director Nor-
man Allinder were there for a firsthand
look at the results of the projects that
served as the basis of the collaborative
Dry Wells Project that has been proposed
to Madera County by Southeast Madera
County United, or SEMCU, of which

Treibatch is the
current president.

Starting at the
corner of Avenue
12 and Road 35,
just west of the
Madera Ranchos
where his property
begins, Treibatch
first showed
where he has
rerouted storm
water that would
normally cause
some unintended
flooding. By di-
verting some of
that water into a
couple of reser-

Dry Wells: Ranchos Water Solution?

District 1 Supervisor Brett Frazier, left, gets
a real-world example of how dry wells work from
property owner Igal Treibatch, center, as County
Planning Director Norman Allinder looks on.

Please see WELL on P. 20



www.The Ranchos.com

OPEN LATEMON-SUN
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3VFeed.com • facebook.com/3VFeed • Quality & Customer Service is Our Motto • 3VFeed.com
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Current Hay Prices per Bale
Orchard Grass .....................................................
Timothy Grass ................................................
Forage/Wheat Hay ...............................................
Bermuda Grass (Heavy Bales) .....................................
Alfalfa (Regular) .........................................................
Oat Hay ...............................................................
Straw .....................................................................
Cattle Alfalfa .........................................................

$21.99
$21.50
$13.99
$12.85
$11.99 (and up)
$ 9.99 (and up)
$ 8.99
$ 8.75

3V Feed is your premier hay supplier of Alfalfa,
Orchard Grass, Oat Hay, Timothy Hay, Wheat

Hay, Sudan Grass, Straw and others!

(All hay prices per bale and subject to change)

Hours: Monday-Saturday 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.; Sunday 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Madera Ranchos We are YOUR Store!

ALL of your vegetables
& plants are here NOW!

Get Growing!
Spring is HERE

Check out
our selection

WEED & PEST
CONTROL

Get ALL of your

at 3-V Feed

YouWON’T get eggs
without laying feed!

all prices exp. 3/31/16 except where noted and are subject to change

It’s CHICK Season

Baby Chicks are
Here!

DON’T FORGET
Advance book your
chicks and remember:

We Sell Hens Separate!
NEW CHICK DELIVERIES EVERY

THURSDAY & FRIDAY ONLY

$398/ton
when you buy
a ton or more

Laying Crumble

$10.99
50 LB. BAG

$3 OFF
DIAMOND
Dog Food

Lamb & Rice • 40 LB Bag

ALL 4-H & FFA

5% OFF
our already LOW
daily prices!

take an ADDITIONAL

Premium Quality
ALFALFA CUBES

do you want HEAT or ASH?
Simply

the BEST
wood

pellets
made!per ton when you buy

a ton or more
$289
only

El Niño is here.
It’s STILL COLD outside!

noon appointments but rescheduled them for later
that day.”

Haney said she had not had any previous
threats or problems with anyone that she knew
of, and did not think the hoax device was directed
at her personally or her business, but she had
heard some of the wild rumors flying around.

“I am not on Facebook, but have heard some
of the theories. I don't think it was directed at any-
one. The house [near where the incident oc-

curred] had been vacant for several years after the
man had died. His wife had moved to Fresno. It
was full of belongings they had collected over the
years. Some of the workers at the house that day
were cleaning out the garage and the other rooms
at the house. I don't know what else it could be,”
Haney said.

In 2014, a 37-year-old Madera County man
was arrested and charged on multiple federal ex-
plosives charges after he was found to have made
and placed several working pipe bombs, specifi-
cally designed to injure or kill people, at a Chow-

chilla gas station and near a Madera church
school building.

Authorities caution anyone who finds a
suspicious looking package or other device to
not touch or disturb it, clear the area and call
authorities immediately.

Anyone with additional information is
asked to call the Madera County Sheriff's De-
partment at 675-7770. Crime Stoppers, at 498-
STOP, is also available to take anonymous tips
and pays up to $1,000 for any information
leading to an arrest in any crime.

Page 3
BOMB cont. from P. 2

Once deconstructed the device
proved to be convincing, but harmless.
Quite illegal, however.



Page 4

Click on “Local News” at

WIN FREE PROPANE!

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________
Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2016. Delivery must be by August 31, 2016.

Must be a Valley Propane customer.

WIN 125 GALLONS OF PROPANE

MMAAIILL  TTOO::  VVaalllleeyy  PPrrooppaannee  ••  3377222211  AAvvee..  1122  ##11DD
MMaaddeerraa,,  CCAA  9933663366
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Letters
Dear Editor:

On Feb. 13, 2016 we practicing, true
conservatives lost a friend from the U.S.
Supreme Court: Antonin Scalia. His ap-
pointment was due to our great former
president Ronald Regan. What a choice.

Justice Scalia was an “original-
ist.” He interpreted the U.S. constitu-
tion as he believed it would have
been understood when it was adopted.
He opposed the idea of a “living”
constitution. He opposed any modifi-
cation to the constitution that might
adapt to changing times.

I believe Scalia was a true feder-
alist. His rulings were usually in
favor of the states, instead of the U.S.
government. He truly believed that no
one was entitled under the constitu-
tion to have a right to an abortion. He
usually was against any distinctions
pertaining to race, gender or sexual
orientation. What made him unique
when it came to capital punishment
was that he believed the death penalty
was totally constitutional. 

What truly made the justice a great
man was his life; his character. He loved
God and he spoke of Jesus Christ often.
Most of all he was a family man. May
God Bless his wife and nine children and
my God bless the U.S.A.

Sincerely,
James C. Bailey
Fresno

Dear Editor:

Due to new rule GASB (Govern-
mental Accounting Standards Board)
68, implemented in 2015, for the first
time in Golden Valley Unified School
District (GVUSD) we have full disclo-
sure with regard to the district’s em-
ployee pension fund liabilities. I would
like to discuss several matters con-
tained in the 2014-2015 audit that were
not included in my previous Letter to
the Editor.

On page 44 and page 48 under the
heading “Discount Rate,” you will ob-
serve CalPERS (non-teacher pension
fund) and CalSTRS (teacher pension
fund) respectively need to reach a 7.5
percent and 7.6 percent Return on In-
vestments (ROI) to meet its fiduciary
obligation to its retirees. If not, the
shortfall will pass to California's tax
payers via the General Fund, local gov-
ernment agencies like our school dis-
trict and the beneficiaries, state
employees. For every 1 percent below
the combined target ROI, GVUSD pen-
sion fund liabilities increase $7.68 mil-
lion according to the audit. The
revenue lost due to pension fund liabil-
ities directly reduce funding available
to our students.

On page 45 and page 49, you will
find the asset classes in which
CalPERS and CalSTRS are invested it
at present. Sixty-six and 47 percent, re-
spectively, of the pension funds are in-
vested in global instruments. If you
have been following global economic

Please see LETTERS on P. 17

Ambulances, fire departments, patrol cars, cabs, repair
and delivery services depend on reflective signs at night.

This service has proven to reduce response time in
emergencies and assist anyone trying  to locate your
house, particularly at night.

• 4” numbers • Mounts on a 63” 4x4 pole
•Visible day and night and in fog - they really stand out!

Order Now!

2/16
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By Rich Lowry

According to Sen. Elizabeth War-
ren, the future of the republic teeters
in the balance. Unless the United
States Senate bows to the will of
President Barack Obama and ap-
proves his replacement for Justice
Antonin Scalia on the Supreme Court,
everything we hold dear will be lost.

A refusal to get with the program,
Warren insists, "would threaten both
the Constitution and our democracy
itself. It would also prove that all the
Republican talk about loving the Con-
stitution is just that -- empty talk."

This is the twisted view now
prevalent on the left and in the media:
It reads Article II of the Constitution
giving the president the power to ap-
point justices with "the advice and
consent" of the Senate as, in effect,
an affirmative obligation on the Sen-
ate to consider and approve the pres-
ident's nominees.

Might this wholly fanciful consti-
tutional exegesis have something to
do with a desire to replace Scalia, a
giant of originalism, with another
progressive rubber stamp? Back in
2007, Sen. Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., a
giant of clever partisan manipula-
tions, all but pledged his life and sa-
cred honor to blocking any further
George W. Bush appointments to the
Supreme Court -- and somehow

democracy survived.
Of course, Barack Obama can

nominate whomever he likes to the
Supreme Court. Of course, the Senate
can block him or her. And of course,
Democrats can call Republicans
heedless obstructionists and try to
turn the public against them. This is
the natural contest between the polit-
ical branches, which is a feature of
the U.S. Constitution, not a bug.

At the fault line between the two
elected branches, the nomination
process is inherently political, and,
inevitably, tensions will be highest
when a president is about to leave of-
fice. The Congressional Research
Service looked at rejected Supreme
Court nominees a few years ago and
concluded, "Opposition to the nomi-
nating President played a role in at
least 16 of the 36 nominations that
were not confirmed. Many of the 16
were put forward by a President in
the last year of his presidency."

No doubt, Republicans will take
heat for simply saying "no" to another
Obama appointee to the court. But
there will be none of the faux drama
of a government shutdown, when the
national parks are shackled and the
media acts as if America's national
life is on the verge of collapse. The
country will be able to survive some
4-4 Supreme Court decisions, which
affirm the lower-court decision.

Block an Obama Nomination

“You and I, as individuals, can, by
borrowing, live

beyond our
means, but for
only a limited
period of time.

Why, then,
should we
think that

collectively,
as a nation,
we are not

bound by
that same

limitation?”

Guest Editorial

The Senate owes President
Obama no deference or consideration.
He has trampled on the legislative
power at every opportunity, including
attempting to deem the Senate in re-
cess on his own say-so (he lost the re-
sulting Supreme Court case 9-0). His
unconstitutional immigration and
clean-power directives both have
been held in abeyance by the courts.

If President Obama wanted a col-
legial relationship with the Republi-
can Senate, he should have thought of
that long ago. Now, he will pronounce
himself shocked and saddened that
Congress doesn't want to hold his coat
while he remakes the high court. The
Senate should hold firm, and let Eliz-
abeth Warren and her colleagues rend
their garments and gnash their teeth.

Rich Lowry is editor of the Na-
tional Review.

(c) 2016 by King Features Synd., Inc.
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A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
• Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com

Free. I’ve been hearing this word
a lot lately. Bernie Sanders wants
college and healthcare to be free.
Half the state of California wants
their groceries to be free. Everyone
in the welfare line wants their rent
and utilities free. I want my life to be
idiot free. And as long as they’re
handing out free stuff I’ll take some
free cable, a free BMW, free gas and
a free lifetime supply of Rocky Road.
Free is a very popular word but no
one seems to get the concept.

In case you weren’t aware,
Bernie, free means without charge,
cost or payment. So, unless you plan
on getting professors and doctors to
work for free and hospitals and uni-
versities to donate their facilities to
the government and a whole mess of
other people to donate support staff,
equipment, sup-
plies, etc. then it
most certainly is
not free. Someone
has to pay the
staff, someone has
to build and main-
tain the facilities,
and someone has
to keep the lights
on. So if you
aren’t going to
make the patients
or the students
pay, who will? The government? You
know where the government gets it
money, right? I mean, you’re running
for president, I would hope you have
at least a basic understanding of how
the government functions. Oh that’s
right, you’re a democratic socialist
so probably not.

When I was a kid one of my fa-
vorite things to do in the summer was
set up a lemonade stand. I was a cute
kid with a bubbly personality and no
fear of strangers. People found it
nearly impossible to say “no” to me
so these little business ventures al-
ways raked in the dough. Man I miss
those days. Anyway, all I had to do
was make a few pitchers of lemon-
ade, set up a table, make up an
adorable sign and I was in business,
and business was good. Seriously, the
profit margin was ridiculous, because
it was all profit. I had zero overhead
… because mom bought the lemon-
ade and cups and supplied the jugs,
table and chairs. All I had to do was
sit there and look cute and convince

strangers their day would be better
after a sip of my lemonade. Had my
mom made me pay for all the sup-
plies I probably wouldn’t have been
as eager to sit in the hot sun all day
pushing cups of lemony sugar. But
herein lies the lesson: Everything
costs money, and just because you
aren’t the one forking over the cash
doesn’t mean that it’s free. Someone

is paying. Thanks
mom!

As much as
liberal darling
Bernie wants to
spout ridiculous
ideas like free
healthcare and
college to all, and
as easily as those
socialist sheep lap
it up, it’s not ra-
tional. Medicine
costs money. Edu-

cation costs money. Welfare costs
money. So I ask again, who is going
to pay for it? Is he going to write an
executive order that forces hospitals
to just give away their services? Will
the law demand that doctors simply
work for free? I think there will be a
lot less people willing to spend more
than a decade in school to become a
doctor if we take away the monetary
incentive. Savings lives is great, but
let’s get real – that’s a long, hard
road of studying for the service of
other people and let’s face it, not
many are that selfless. I suppose we
can just keep taxing the rich but
eventually they are going to run out
of money or leave the country, and
now doctors and other high paid
healthcare professionals are getting
less wages so we are really starting
to siphon the pool of available funds
for all this free stuff we are giving
away.

Sadly, it doesn’t end with health-

“Free” isn’t Quite so Free

In case you weren’t aware,
Bernie, free means without
charge, cost or payment ...
someone has to pay the staff,
someone has to build and
maintain the facilities, and
someone has to keep the lights
on.

36734AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTOACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

2/16

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $25!

Self-Help Legal Document Assistant
•

2/16

Madera County LDA Reg. 2010001R • Exp. 8/10/16

Judith L. Locatelli
Legal Document Assistant • Notary Public

“I am not an attorney. I can only provide
self-help services at your specific direction.”

Estate Planning • Family Law
... and more

New Location
Call for an Appointment

559-395-4640office • 559-908-4600 cell
www. JudysLegalDocumentService.Com
36141 Ave. 12 #109 • Madera, CA • 93636

•

Judy’s Legal Document
Service

CALL 645-0634 TO ADVERTISE

Please see GEN WHY on P. 20
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By Serafin Quintanar

You’renotcrazy.You’renot theonlyonewho thinksor screamsout loud, “Whydoesn’t any-
one listen to us?” If you wonder why neither Sacramento nor Washington, D.C. seems to care
about Madera County or the rest of the CentralValley, you are definitely not alone and you are ab-
solutely right. The next logical question is, “Why the hell not?”

Isn’t theCentralValley the“breadbasketof theworld”? Isn’tAgamulti-billion-dollar industry
in California? Why can’t our local politicians get things done?

Well, yes we are the bread basket of the world.Yes,Ag generates tens of billions of dollars in
revenue each year in California.As for the effectiveness of local politicians, just follow the money.

You see when it comes to raw dollars, the CentralValley is simply out-matched, and Madera
County is hardly a blip on the economic output of the state. So it’s no wonder that the CentralVal-
ley is treated likea red-headedstepchildwhen it comes topowerpolitics inSacramentoandWash-
ington, D.C. For perspective, let’s take a look at the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of Madera
County and a handful of other metro areas in the state.As you can see, Madera ranks far belowAg
powerhouse, Fresno County.

Foranother frameof reference, let’s compare theeconomicoutputofMaderaCountyagainst
the total output for the state and a few other benchmarks.

It is sobering when you realize that Madera County’s economic output is not only
dwarfed by other metro areas, but the entireAg economic output of California is dwarfed by
individual metros and even by individual corporations (see page 18). So, if you follow the
money, it’s not hard to see where politicians will focus their attention and affection; in other
words, “money talks.”

However, hope is not lost. If we are willing to accept this reality, we can find ways to
increase our political clout moving forward. What we must do is expand our economic base

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
the Ranchos Independent

Ranchos Dental Care & Orthodontics

www.ranchosdental.net

2/16

559-645-5320

37144 Ave. 12, Suite 104
Madera Ranchos

Matthew Pia, D.D.S.

“like”
us on

Please see LISTEN on P. 18

CA #441782

www.chadstrucking.com ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •
HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •

HUMUS •
BARK •

CHIPS •
RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •

COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •

CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •559-645-5363
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

2/
16

2/16

Why isn’t Anyone Listening to Us?
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674-1663
23338 Ave. 14

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service
Family Owned
Since 1976

2/16

CASA is an organization of neutral,
court-appointed volunteers who are the voice
for abused and neglected foster children in

Fresno and Madera Counties.

An Information Session
For individuals interested in learning more about CASA (Court
Appointed Special Advocates) of Fresno and Madera Counties.

Please attend to learn more about how to become
an advocate for foster children.

Where
Madera Redevelopment Agency
Meeting Room
428 E. Yosemite Ave., Madera, CA

When
Wednesday
March 2, 2016
6:00 p.m.

2/
16

We now
deliver to the

Ranchos,
Bonnadelle &
Rolling Hills

areas.2/
16

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
the Ranchos Independent

I s t h e r e a r i g h t o r w r o n g
t i m e o f t h e y e a r f o r s o u p ? We
e a t h a m a t E a s t e r , s n a c k s f o r
t h e S u p e r B o w l p a r t y, t u r k e y
f o r T h a n k s g i v i n g a n d b e e f o r
t u r k e y f o r C h r i s t m a s , s o i s
t h e r e a “ r i g h t ” t i m e f o r s o u p ?
I d o n ’ t t h i n k s o . S o u p c a n b e
e a t e n a n y t i m e o f t h e y e a r .
H o w e v e r , I d o t h i n k t h e r e i s a
g o o d t i m e t o c o o k a p o t o f
s o u p a n d t h a t t i m e i s n o w. T h e
w e a t h e r i s p e r f e c t f o r i t – i t ’s
c o l d a n d r a i n y o u t s i d e a n d a c -
c o r d i n g t o t h e w e a t h e r c h a n n e l
w e ’ l l b e h a v i n g s o m e m o r e o f
t h a t b e f o r e i t s t a r t s t o g e t
w a r m .

W h e n I w a s d o i n g t h e a r t i -
c l e s o n t h e G o o d H o u s e k e e p i n g
C o o k B o o k , I f o u n d a s o u p
r e c i p e I w a n t e d t o t e l l y o u
a b o u t b u t I j u s t d i d n ’ t h a v e t h e
r o o m f o r . T h i s i s a p e r f e c t
t i m e f o r i t .

K n i f e a n d F o r k Ve g e t a b l e
S o u p

2 T. S a l a d O i l
1 l a r g e , o r 2 s m a l l f a i r l y

l e a n , m e a t y s h o r t r i b s , c u t i n t o
2 ” p i e c e s

2 m i n c e d c l o v e s g a r l i c
2 ½ t s p . s a l t
1 c o a r s e l y c h o p p e d l a r g e

o n i o n ( a b o u t 1 c u p )
2 q u a r t s h o t w a t e r
2 b o u i l l o n c u b e s
2 s t a l k s c e l e r y, c u t i n t o 1 ”

p i e c e s
4 c a r r o t s , p e e l e d a n d c u t

i n t o 1 ” p i e c e s
4 z u c c h i n i , t r i m m e d a n d

c u t i n t o 1 / 2 ” p i e c e s
1 e a r c o r n , b r o k e n i n t o 4

p i e c e s o r ½ C w h o l e k e r n e l
c o r n , c a n n e d o r f r o z e n

S a l t a n d p e p p e r
H e a t s a l a d o i l i n l a r g e

s t o c k p o t . A d d m e a t a n d b r o w n
o n a l l s i d e s .

S p r i n k l e g a r l i c w i t h 1 t s p .
s a l t a n d m a s h w e l l w i t h t h e
s i d e o f k n i f e ; a d d w i t h t h e
o n i o n s t o m e a t . C o o k , s t i r r i n g
2 o r 3 m i n u t e s . A d d h o t w a t e r
a n d b o u i l l o n c u b e s ; s i m m e r
c o v e r e d , 1 ½ h o u r s o r u n t i l
m e a t i s j u s t t e n d e r.

A d d 1 ½ t s p . s a l t , c e l e r y,
c a r r o t s . C o o k , c o v e r e d 1 5 m i n -

u t e s . A d d z u c c h i n i , c o v e r a n d
s i m m e r f o r a n o t h e r 1 0 m i n -
u t e s . A d d c o r n a n d s i m m e r ,
c o v e r e d , 5 m i n u t e s l o n g e r .
S e a s o n t o t a s t e . B e s u r e t o
s e r v e a p i e c e o f m e a t w i t h
e a c h s e r v i n g .

P a t t i G r o h s e n t t h i s r e c i p e
f o r s o u p s h e s e r v e d a t a S e n -
i o r s L u n c h e o n a n d f r o m a l l r e -
p o r t s i t w a s a b i g h i t .

To m a t o To r t e l l i n i S o u p
1 p k g . ( 9 o z . ) r e f r i g e r a t e d

c h e e s e t o r t e l l i n i
2 c a n s ( 1 0 ¾ o z . e a c h ) c o n -

d e n s e d t o m a t o s o u p , u n d i l u t e d
2 c u p s v e g e t a b l e s t o c k
2 c u p s m i l k
2 c u p s h a l f a n d h a l f c r e a m
½ C . c h o p p e d c a n n e d t o m a -

t o e s – d r a i n e d
1 t s p . o n i o n p o w d e r
1 t s p . g a r l i c p o w d e r
1 t s p . d r i e d b a s i l
½ t s p . s a l t
½ C . s h r e d d e d P a r m e s a n

c h e e s e
A d d i t i o n a l P a r m e s a n

c h e e s e ( O p t i o n a l )
C o o k t h e t o r t e l l i n i a c c o r d -

i n g t o t h e p a c k a g e d i r e c t i o n s .
M e a n w h i l e , i n a D u t c h

o v e n , c o m b i n e t h e s o u p , b r o t h ,
m i l k , c r e a m , t o m a t o e s a n d s e a -
s o n i n g s . H e a t t h r o u g h , s t i r r i n g
f r e q u e n t l y. D r a i n t h e
t o r t e l l i n i , c a r e f u l l y a d d t o
s o u p . S t i r i n c h e e s e . S p r i n k l e
e a c h s e r v i n g w i t h a d d i t i o n a l
c h e e s e i f d e s i r e d . M a k e s a b o u t
1 0 c u p s . T h a n k s P a t t i .

T h i s r e c i p e I f o u n d i n a
m a g a z i n e a t t h e d o c t o r ’s o f -
f i c e . I t ’s f r o m t h e A m e r i c a n
H e a r t A s s o c i a t i o n .

M e x i c a n C h i c k e n S o u p
1 1 4 . 5 o z . c a n l o w - s o d i u m

w h o l e k e r n e l c o r n , d r a i n e d a n d
r i n s e d

1 1 5 . 5 o z . c a n l o w - s o d i u m
k i d n e y b e a n s d r a i n e d a n d
r i n s e d

2 t s p . e x t r a v i r g i n o l i v e o i l
1 m e d i u m b e l l p e p p e r ,

c h o p p e d

Super Time for
Super Soups

by Jean Briner

Please see AUNT JEAN on P. 9
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You can do it yourself or have the
pros at Madera Glass & Mirror
take care of your window repairs.

Madera Glass & Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980’s. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

Gotbrokenscreens?MaderaGlass
& Mirror has the expertise to make
quick work of any screen repair.

Glass for picture frames is a spe-
cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
a broken one or complete a project.

CCoosstt  ooff  ffeeeeddiinngg  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd  ttoo  aaggee  1188::CCoosstt  ooff  ffeeeeddiinngg  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd  ttoo  aaggee  1188::

CCoosstt  ooff  ccllootthhiinngg  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd  ttoo  aaggee  1188::

CCoosstt  ooff  ddrriivviinngg  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd  ttoo  aaggee  1188::CCoosstt  ooff  ddrriivviinngg  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd  ttoo  aaggee  1188::

KKnnoowwiinngg  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd  wwiillll  ssttiillll  bbee  aalliivvee
tthhee  ddaayy  aafftteerr  hhiigghh  sscchhooooll  ggrraadduuaattiioonn::

CCoosstt  ooff  ccllootthhiinngg  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd  ttoo  aaggee  1188::

$43,758

$14,688

$36,918

Priceless
We’re three months away from our event and we need
your help in gathering resources and bringing Sober Grad
to life. Heartfelt thanks go out to our Ranchos family for
all of its support. To see how you can help, give Diana or
Stephanie a call today!

KKnnoowwiinngg  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd  wwiillll  ssttiillll  bbee  aalliivvee
tthhee  ddaayy  aafftteerr  hhiigghh  sscchhooooll  ggrraadduuaattiioonn::

call Diana Mendoza
at 559-355-6109

or Stephanie Workman
at 559-709-1477

2/16

1  m e d i u m  j a l a p e ñ o ,  d i c e d
a n d  s e e d e d  ( u s e  l e s s  t o  r e d u c e
s p i c e  o r  h e a t )

1  l a r g e  o n i o n ,  c h o p p e d
2  c l o v e s  g a r l i c ,  m i n c e d
2  t s p .  g r o u n d  c u m i n
5  C .  f a t - f r e e  l o w - s o d i u m

c h i c k e n  b r o t h
1 . 5  l b .  b o n e l e s s  s k i n l e s s

c h i c k e n  b r e a s t s ,  c u t  i n t o  1  i n c h
c u b e s

1  l a r g e  t o m a t o ,  d i c e d
½  C .  c h o p p e d  c i l a n t r o  ( o p -

t i o n a l )
H e a t  o i l  i n  l a r g e  s o u p  p o t

o v e r  m e d i u m  h e a t .  A d d  b e l l
p e p p e r ,  o n i o n  a n d  j a l a p e ñ o ,
c o o k  5 - 7  m i n u t e s ,  s t i r r i n g  o f t e n
u n t i l  v e g e t a b l e s  a r e  t e n d e r.  S t i r
i n  g a r l i c  a n d  c u m i n  a n d  c o o k
a n o t h e r  m i n u t e .

A d d  b r o t h  t o  s a u c e p a n ,  i n -
c r e a s e  h e a t  t o  h i g h  a n d  b r i n g  t o
a  r a p i d  s i m m e r.  A d d  c h i c k e n
a n d  c o o k  u n t i l  n o  l o n g e r  p i n k ,
a b o u t  5  m i n u t e s .  S t i r  i n  b e a n s ,
c o r n ,  t o m a t o  a n d  c i l a n t r o ,  c o v e r
a n d  c o o k  o n  m e d i u m  h e a t  f o r  1 0
m i n u t e s ,  t o p  w i t h  e x t r a  c i l a n t r o

( o p t i o n a l ) .  S e r v e  h o t .
S o u p  i s  u s u a l l y  s e r v e d  w i t h

a  t a s t y  l o a f  o f  y o u r  f a v o r i t e
F r e n c h  b r e a d  o r  a  b a s k e t  o f
c r a c k e r s .  I  f o u n d  a  w a y  t o  d r e s s
u p  c r a c k e r s .  T h i s  r e c i p e  c a l l s
f o r  s a l t i n e s ,  b u t  I  t h i n k  j u s t
a b o u t  a n y  k i n d  o f  c r a c k e r  w i l l
w o r k  e x c e p t  f l a v o r e d  o n e s .

S e a s o n e d  C r a c k e r s
1  s t i c k  b u t t e r
1  t s p .  I t a l i a n  s e a s o n i n g
½  t s p .  s e a s o n e d  s a l t
1  s l e e v e  ( 4  t o  a  b o x )  s a l t i n e

c r a c k e r s
P r e h e a t  o v e n  t o  2 7 5
M e l t  b u t t e r  i n  s a u c e p a n  a n d

a d d  t h e  I t a l i a n  s e a s o n i n g  a n d
s e a s o n e d  s a l t .  D i p  t h e  s a l t i n e s
i n  t h e  m i x t u r e  a n d  p l a c e  o n  a
r a c k  o n  a  b a k i n g  s h e e t .  B a k e  f o r
a b o u t  2 0  m i n u t e s .

We l l  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  n e w
r e c i p e s  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  g o o d  o n  a
c o l d ,  r a i n y  d a y.  I ’ m  n o t  g o i n g
o u t  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  f o r  t h e  n e x t
c o u p l e  o f  d a y s .  I  t h i n k  I  h a v e
a l l  t h e  v e g e t a b l e s  I ’ l l  n e e d  f o r
a  p o t  o f  s o u p ,  j u s t  h a v e  t o
c h e c k  m y  f r e e z e r  a n d  s e e  w h a t
m e a t  I  h a v e .  S t a y  w a r m !

AUNT JEAN cont. from P. 8

The Bookshelf

By Amanda Judd

Madera County Behavioral Health
Services will be holding a Community
Stakeholder Planning Meeting on March 22
from 5-6 p.m. at the Ranchos Library. You
will have an opportunity to learn about the
department’s budget, mental health and sub-
stance use services. You will be able to pro-
vide planning input for next year’s plan.
Please RSVP with Eva at 559-673-3508 by
March 18. Snacks will be provided. 

2015 Tax forms have been received and
are available for pick up in the library. 

The 26th Annual Flatlander’s Day is
quickly approaching. Preparations are well
underway and the library has all Craft Fair
Vendor applications available. If you are in-
terested in being a vendor, please contact the
library at 559-645-1214. Parade applications
are provided at the Chamber of Commerce. 

Vendor booth applications will be sent
via email and there are some printed packets
available for pick up in the library during
regular operating hours. Remember that ven-
dors are assigned spaces on a first come, first
serve basis. Craft Booths are $40 and Food
Booths are $60. Payment is required at the

time the application is submitted. Madera
County Environmental Health procedures
will be strictly enforced for all food vendors. 

Please remember, we are always look-
ing for contributors to help us fund our Sum-
mer Reading Program. You may contribute
gift cards that can be awarded at weekly
drawings, funds to help us with our weekly
performances/activities and our grand prize.
If you would like to donate, please contact
the library for further information. Donors
will be recognized on distributed program
materials. 

We also can always use volunteers dur-
ing the Summer Reading Program. Volun-
teers help with preparations for our events
and help prepare materials that are utilized.
They help with registration forms and sign-
up and sign-in sheets and help us clean up
after events. We could not provide such
amazing programs to the Ranchos children
without the help of our wonderful volun-
teers. There are a few steps that must be
completed prior to volunteering at the library,
so if you are interested, stop in and pick up
an application. We would love your help in
making our Summer Reading Program even
more successful that we were last year.

Get Your Booth for Flatlanders Day
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Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

2/16 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TTIIRREEDD  OOFF  PPAAYYIINNGG
FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at

1945 N. Helm, Suite 101
Fresno, CA 93727

(559) 222-5437
www.transitionschildrensservices.org

LIC. #107206625

2/
16

Foster Parents Needed
We are looking for nurturing and loving homes
for children placed in foster care. We provide
support, training and reimbursement to our
foster families. For more details, please contact
Michelle at (559) 222-5437.

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday 
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM 

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only
$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast

Results
CALL NOW!

2/
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LEGAL NOTICE
“MADERA COUNTY HAS DECLARED THAT THE GROWTH

AND ACCUMULATION OF WEEDS IN THE UNINCORPORATED
AREAS OF THE COUNTY POSES A FIRE SAFETY AND PUBLIC
HEALTH RISK AND THEREFORE HAS DECLARED WEEDS A
SEASONAL AND RECURRING NUISANCE. THE RESPONSIBILITY
TO ABATE SUCH NUISANCE LIES WITH THE INDIVIDUAL
PROPERTY OWNER. THIS YEAR THIS NUISANCE MUST BE
ABATED ON OR BEFORE MAY 1, 2016.”

Due to the weed regrowth and the continual hazard throughout the summer
HAZARD ABATEMENT MUST BE MAINTAINED THROUGHOUT THE
FIRE SEASON. This may require REDISCING/HAZARD ABATEMENT
MORE THAN ONCE AS WEEDS AND HAZARDS MAY RETURN.

2/16

Hello 93636,
After what happened in the shop this

week I decided to write about the excit-
ing world of motor mounts. Just like
everything else in the automotive world,
today even motor mounts can be con-
trolled by the Powertrain Control Mod-
ule (PCM).

I'm going to categorize motor
mounts into two basic groups: hydraulic
and non-hydraulic (elasto-rubber). Be-
fore I give a basic
explanation of how
they work, a short
explanation of
their purpose is in
order. Motors and
transmissions (the
powertrain) can vi-
brate when spin-
ning. Inside are
large masses of re-
ciprocating and ro-
tating weight. If
the heavy power-
trains were
mounted directly
to the vehicle’s
frame, the vibra-
tions would radiate through the frame
and into you. Also, if the powertrains
were solidly mounted, lack of rigidity
would eventually crack the frame or
powertrain member. Therefore, power-
trains are mounted with rubber. The rub-
ber is elastic and stretches and
compresses to absorb powertrain vibra-
tions. A traditional motor mount has an
upper and lower steel member with a
block of solid rubber sandwiched in-be-
tween. A hydraulic motor mount is basi-
cally the same except the solid rubber
block is a rubber bladder filled with hy-
draulic fluid. The hydraulic mount is
generally larger and more expensive.
The upper steel member is bolted to a
powertrain member and the lower is
bolted to the frame.

Hard rubber motor mounts are
cheaper but don't absorb as well. Hy-
draulic mounts do a much better job but
they are less durable. Some problems
with the solid rubber types of mounts
are, depending on which type, the rubber
sandwiched between the two steel mem-
bers is eventually compressed by the

Sermon of the Mount

weight of the engine or the heat from the
exhaust causes the rubber to harden and
lose elasticity. Some rubber motor
mounts are designed like suspension
bridges. The motor is bolted at the mid-
point of the rubber bridge. Over time and
loads, the bridge sags and rests on the
frame. It's almost like having no motor
mounts at all. The main problem with hy-
draulic mounts is they tend to crack and
leak. As I mention in the beginning of
this article, some hydraulic motor mounts
are controlled by the engine computer.
Honda, for example, has a V6 variable
displacement engine that when it’s in
“Eco Mode” drops out three cylinders.
The motor becomes a three cylinder as
the vehicle cruises down the highway.
The three remaining cylinders are all in
the same bank. This odd fire configura-

tion creates a motor
vibration. The PCM
creates a counter vi-
bration in the hy-
draulic motor mount
to counter balance
the odd fire vibra-
tion.

Doesn't stop
there.

The Body Con-
trol Module gener-
ates a noise that
transmits through the
radio speakers to
cancel the offending
exhaust noise. Crazy
what engineers de-

sign to increase fuel economy. The mod-
ern automotive technician has to keep up
with it all.

The powertrain members need to be
firmly held in place. If not, when putting
the vehicle into gear or under hard accel-
eration the motor will rock. If the power-
train rocks, it can pull the wiring harness
apart, break hoses, the cooling fan can
strike the fan shroud, output shafts can
become misaligned, just to name a few.
If you hear a thump during any of those
conditions, test the motor mounts.

OK, let's test. Testing is much
cheaper then guessing.

Apply the parking brake. Idle the
motor in park and take note of any vibra-
tions. Foot on the brake pedal (vehicle
should not move), shift into reverse, then
into drive and see if the vibration lessens
or disappears. If so, it's time to replace
the motor mounts.

These next tips are what we do.
WARNING! I'm NOT telling you to do
what we do! If you do this, don't contact

Please see HANDS on P. 13

The powertrain members
need to be firmly held in place.
If not, when putting the vehicle
into gear or under hard acceler-
ation the motor will rock. If the
powertrain rocks, it can pull the
wiring harness apart, break
hoses, the cooling fan can strike
the fan shroud, output shafts can
become misaligned, just to name
a few.
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Annual Membership Meeting
MONDAY, MARCH 21 • 6 P.M.

Be a part of the exciting projects SEMCU is working on by bringing Grant Money to the Ranchos.
All members of the public are encouraged to participate.

Come and provide input on the projects you think are necessary for our community.

Attend and make your voice heard!
Help make a positive impact on our community

Ranchos Pizza Factory
37184 Avenue 12 #101 • Madera Ranchos

Community Parks Water Issues Local Schools Area Infrastructure Sustainability

Election of Board Members will be held
PARTICIPATION and NOMINATIONS are WELCOMED

2/
16

All regular meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of each month at the Ranchos Pizza Factory

SEMCU -- Working on a Sustainable Future
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• Borders
• Driveways
•Walkways
• Patios
• Pool Decks
• Large & Small Slabs
• Stamped Concrete
•Stained Concrete

Marty Owen -
The Concrete Guy

Marty has a passion for
creative concrete design.
Marty has been laying
concrete for 32 years and
has extensive experience
in every area of concrete,
from residential to
commercial.
Licensed & Bonded SCL#991137

2/
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Fitting Memorial takes Shape at Center
Senior Report

By Patti Groh

Rain + warm sun = WEEDS! I hear a
lot of Seniors have been out working in their
yards and pulling those darn weeds. The
lawns greening up have been a joy to see,
though.

Valentine’s Day was on a regular Thurs-
day evening potluck. I hear there were lots
of sweets (as in cakes, candy and such) with
appropriate decorations. There is a potluck
every Thursday evening at 6 p.m. at the Cen-
ter, with cards played afterward. St. Patrick’s
Day also falls on a Thursday this year, March
17. We might want to consider bringing Irish
dishes or green foods (green Jell-O anyone?).
Everyone is invited. It starts at 6 p.m.

The Center’s
monthly sale of
baked goods,
Treasure House
items and Bou-
tique things will be
held on March 5
from 8 a.m. to
noon. SEMCU
representatives
will also be there
to provide low-
flow showerheads
and faucets. These
are free of charge
to all 93636 zip
code residents.
There is only a
short form to fill out. SEMCU plans to be at
the Center every sale day (first Saturday of
the month) so come shop and pick up your
showerheads and faucets. March 5 is also the
time to pick up your Easter baskets. It is an
early Easter this year, so don’t forget your
baskets. They will be priced from $10 to $30,
both for boys and girls.

Daylight savings time starts March 13
(as in spring forward). Change your clocks
so you won’t be late for the Second Annual
Bunco Blowout the next Saturday, March
19. There are a limited number of tables
available at this event. Please get your ticket
at the Center beforehand as none will be
available at the door. The cost is $20. Finger
foods will be served. There will be raffle op-
portunities and a 50-50 raffle. The winners
at Bunco will, of course, receive prizes. If
you are not familiar with Bunco, it is a very
easy three-dice game. It can be learned in
about 5 minutes or less, so even if you have
never played before don’t let that stop you
from coming as you are sure to have a great
time.

The Ranchos/Hills Home & Garden

Festival is also fast approaching. It is on
April 2. There is a lot going on with the usual
baked goods, Treasure House and Boutique
but also a lot of vendors. There will be hand-
crafted items, information booths, new
household and decorating items. The For-
given Pet Rescue people will be there with
cute animals up for adoption. Continental
breakfast will be available as well as BBQ
lunch. Poker hands will be available and
wonderful silent auction items. There will
also be live music from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
with Chuck Rovenstine and the Ranchos
Country Band. The fliers with the event de-
tails will be out soon around the area. I will
also put more information in the paper next
month. Just keep the date open for this an-

nual event.
You may

have noticed some
changes/improve-
ments at the Cen-
ter. It was time to
improve some
things. First, we
had to buy a new
refrigerator. The
old one wasn’t
keeping cold and
repairing it would
have been almost
as much as a new
one, so a new one
was purchased.
Then, the back air

conditioner needed to be repaired. It has been
fixed (didn’t need a new one). The striping
and handicapped markings in the parking lot
have been redone. Nice and bright and easy
to see now. Two motion sensor lights in the
front and back have been replaced. The sun
screens for the two east windows and the
west door have been ordered and will be in-
stalled soon. Plans are being made to finish
the new landscaping around the flag pole.
The work that has already been done (the
bench, the sago palm, the rock moved and
the bark) was done in memory of the late
Russ Lowell. He was an original member of
the Ranchos/Hills Seniors. He was active in
the group and put in a lot of work keeping
up the yard and building. The bench and sur-
rounding area is a fitting memorial to him.

Come by and check out the improve-
ments. You are invited to become a member
of the Seniors Center and participate in the
many activities available. The monthly
newsletter, as always, is available at the Cen-
ter at 37330 Berkshire Drive and businesses
around the Ranchos. You may also call the
Center for more information at 645-4864.

The new landscaping around the flag pole is shap-
ing up, complete with a bench in memory of the late
Russ Lowell, an original member who was active in the
group and put in a lot of work keeping up the yard and
building. A fitting memorial.



Page 13

www.The Ranchos.com

Hwy. 99 at Barstow, just east of Island Water Park
M - F 7:30 am - 5:30 pm • complete_car_care@hotmail.com

We do most repairs on most vehicles
We are your local NAPA AutoCare Center

Ranchos resident since 1992 • Go Hawks!

Warren & Lori Parr would like to announce
the birth of their granddaughter
Hadley Davidson Parr

February 5, 2016

Hadley enters the game of life standing
20-inches tall, weighing in at a fit and ready

7 pounds, 8 ounces and sucking her left thumb.
Could be a lefty coming out of the bullpen.

Look out boys, here she comes!
Score: Boys 6 -- Girls 2

2/
16

me later and complain I caused you to
smash the oil pan or wreck the vehicle. Do
this at your own risk. Don't hesitate to
drive to the shop and ask for help. This one
is a freebee.

With the motor still idling, we use a
floor jack with a large flat piece of wood
on the jack pad to distribute the weight of
the motor over a large area. We raise the
motor just enough (1-3 inches) to take the
weight off the motor mounts. The motor
weight should be resting on the floor jack.
We repeat the diagnostic process above. If
the vibration is gone, it's time to change
the motor mounts.

Next, we go to an open space with
nothing around to hit. We raise the hood,
set the parking brake, place wheel chocks
at every wheel and press as hard as we can
on the brake pedal. If we have an automatic
transmission, we “Power Jack” (step on the
brake pedal and gas pedal at the same time)
the motor. If you are doing what we do, be
careful and start easy. Watch and see if the
motor raises. CAUTION, if a motor mount
is severely damaged the motor can raise so
high it may look like it’s going to leap into
your lap. BE EASY, BE CAREFUL. Do
the same in reverse and drive so you can
load the motor mounts on each side of the

engine. The motor should not rise or twist.
Also. if during the test you hear a thud, it's
time to change motor mounts. If you drive
a manual transmission, it's much harder to
Power Jack. You will have to slip the
clutch. This is tough to do. Just try it a cou-
ple of times and then rest before trying
again. I don't want you to smoke the clutch
assembly.

Changing motor mounts can be a very
frustrating job. Lots of tight spaces, reach-
ing around narrow corners, sharp edges
and dirty. It's a real knuckle buster. Don't
snap off any bolts or you will have a very,
very bad week. That's what happened to
us. Having a left hander available is very
helpful. Lefties have no problem reaching
around places backwards to us. I don't per-
sonally replace motor mounts any more, I
pass that job off to my staff. I still have the
hole in the wall inside my shop from 25
years ago when my wrench flew through
the sheet rock and into the wall. Wrench is
still there.

Guys, LISTEN UP: if anyone driving
the vehicle you intend to replace motor
mounts on is annoyed by little things, use
the factory original equipment mounts. You
don't want to do this job a second time. If
it's your work truck and you want to save
money, after market mounts should be fine.
NAPA has a new line of quality motor
mounts that have been successful for us. I
still will not use anything but original equip-
ment mounts if they are tough to replace.

OK, let’s get to replacing. Raise the
vehicle as high as you can and put it on
four jack stands. Make sure you compare
the new mounts to the old ones and make
sure they are a match. If not, you can
waste a lot of time trying to install a non-
matched look alike part. Don't force the
motor mounts in. They should fit. If you
force them, they are in a bind and you will
create a new vibration.

The basic idea is to take out only the
motor mount bolts on one side of the
motor at a time. Do not remove all the
mount bolts at the same time. Rotate (jack
or lift) the engine up, replace the mount
and lower the engine back into place. The
side you have not disassembled will hold
the powertrain inline. Do the same thing
on the other side. When you finish, repeat
all the diagnostic tests to confirm the qual-
ity of the repair.

OK, good luck. That's about all from
me. If you have questions regarding any
vehicle or suggestions for future topics,
please email complete_car_care@hot-
mail.com.

God Bless 93636 and Go Hawks,
Warren Parr
EO139887 (Smog License)
California ARD License #117312 (Au-

tomotive Repair Dealer License)

chain link wood wrought iron

chain link • wood fence • wrought iron
privacy plus • gate operators

security windows • security doors • barbed wire

2/
16

HANDS cont. from P. 10
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Be a Crab Feed “600” Sponsor
Is your business going to the Crab Feed? For $600 you get a table
for 10, get to put your company banner up at the event, have your
name listed at every table, have your table introduced at the event
and be listed in the Ranchos Independent. Call 645-4001.

Friday, March 4 • 6 p.m.

At the beautiful DANTE CLUB
No-Host Bar • Music • Auctions

Your $50 ticket includes Crab, Salad, Pasta, Bread and Dessert!
Tables of 10 are available for your Business or Group. Business Sponsorships are also available. Call for info.

Proceeds go to the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce. The Annual Crab Feed always sells out
so get your tickets early! You can get your tickets at the Chamber office, the Ranchos Independent,

Ranchos Pizza Factory or the Ranchos Café. 2/16

The 13th Annual Chamber

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would
love to see you at our next meeting, Wednesday,
March 9 at 6:30 p.m. at 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C. Call
us at 645-4001. Get involved!

Available at the Golden Valley Chamber
of Commerce and Now & Again
Thrift & Gift, the very exclusive
Flag Barn T-shirt. Get yours before
the Annual Flatlanders Day Parade.
Only $15 each.

Hurry while supply lasts!

Call the Chamber for more information. 645-4001
“They’re Baaaaack!”

Karishma Blancett -- Forgiven Dog Rescue
Jerry Barrios -- Retired

New Chamber Members
The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would like to welcome the

newest members to the Madera Ranchos business family
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Attendance is extremely important to a
child's academic success. Children are in
school to learn and grow as responsible adults
as well as productive citizens. The Education
Code requires that children between the ages
of 6-18 attend school full-time. (E.C. 48200).
Parents are responsible for ensuring regular
school attendance of their children.

What reasons are considered appropri-
ate for excused absence from school?

Personal illness • Quarantine under the
direction of a county or city health officer •
Medical, dental, optometric, or chiropractic
appointments •Attendance at funeral services
for a member of the immediate family. i.e.
mother, father, grandmother, grandfather,
spouse, son/son-in-law, daughter/daughter-
in-law, brother, sister or any relative living in
the student's immediate household. (Excused
absence in this instance shall be limited to
one day if the service is conducted in Cali-
fornia or three days if the service is conducted
out of state) • Jury duty • The illness or med-
ical appointment during school hours of a
child to whom the student is the custodial
parent.

Upon advance written request by the
parent/guardian and the approval of the prin-
cipal or designee, justifiable personal reasons
including but not limited to: Appearance in
court • Observance of a holiday or ceremony
of his/her religion • Attendance at religious
retreats for no more than four hours per se-
mester • Employment conference or inter-
view • Attendance at a funeral service for a
person other than a member of the student's
immediate family • Service as a member of a
precinct board for an election pursuant to
Elections Code 12302.

Participation in religious instruction or
exercises in accordance with District policy.
In these circumstances: The student shall at-
tend at least the minimum school day (E.C.
46014) and/or the student shall be excused
for this purpose on no more than four school
days per month (E.C. 46014).

What is the legal definition of a truant
student?

A student who has been reported as tru-
ant and who is again absent from school
without a valid excuse one or more days or
tardy on one or more days. (Amend. Stats.
1976, Ch. 1010)

What is an habitual truant?
A student is deemed an habitual truant

when he or she has been reported as a truant
three or more times per school year. The
school district must make a conscientious ef-
fort to hold at least one conference with a par-
ent or guardian of the student and the student
himself, after the filing of reports (Section
48260 or Section 48261,Amend. Stats. 1976,
Ch. 1010, E.C. 48262).

Truancy letters are sent to parents in-
forming them that their child has reached
three or six unexcused absences. This is a dis-
trict-wide procedure that takes place at the
end of an attendance period. The truancy no-
tification letters are based on the attendance
information that is entered in the district com-
puter system. This information is based on
the explanation provided by the parent for
their child's absence. (E.C. 48260.5)

Although the district encourages parents
to spend quality time with their children, the
Education Code does not recognize a family
vacation as an excused absence. The district
recommends planning family trips when
school is not in session. If that is not possible,
we strongly suggest utilizing Short-Term In-
dependent Study.

What is SARB (Student Attendance Re-
view Board)?

The purpose of SARB is to enforce the
compulsory laws and to divert students with
school attendance or behavior problems from
the juvenile justice system.

In 1974, the Legislature enacted Educa-
tion Code Section 48320 to enhance the en-
forcement of compulsory attendance laws.
This legislation made way for the establish-
ment of the School Attendance Review
Board (SARB) that became operative in
1975.

GVUSD utilizes SARB to provide coor-
dinated services between the school, com-
munity agencies and the home, in an effort to
resolve attendance problems. If a parent,
guardian or caregiver fails to respond to the
directives of the SARB Board or refuses the
services provided, the district is left with no
alternative but to file a criminal complaint
against a parent.

At GVUSD, the department of Student
Services oversees Child Welfare and atten-
dance programs. Please contact the Director
of Student Services, Kuljeet Mann, if you
have any additional questions or require as-
sistance from student services regarding at-
tendance or truancies. She can be emailed at
kmann@gvusd.org or call her at 645-3580.

Importance of School Attendance
The Liberty High School academic de-

cathlon team competed in the Madera County
competition on Feb. 6. The following students
receivedmedals: Jenna Pfingsten with an Hon-
ors Bronze in
Speech; Emily
Koop with an
Honors Bronze in
Math; Jennifer
Lind with an Hon-
ors Bronze in Sci-
ence and an
Honors Bronze in
Essay; Hattie Faccinto with a Varsity Gold
medal in Interview, a Varsity Bronze medal in
Speech, aVarsity Bronze medal in Mathemat-
ics and a Varsity Bronze medal in Literature;
Vivian Montijo with a Varsity gold medal in
Essay, a Varsity Silver medal in Literature and

a Varsity Silver medal in Math; Andrea San-
dovalwithaVarsityGoldmedal inMusic;Sam
Park with Scholastic Silver medal in Literature
and a Scholastic Bronze medal in Essay. Ar-

turo Espinosa with
a Varsity Gold
medal in Math, a
Varsity Gold
medal in Science,
a Varsity Silver
medal in Eco-
nomics, a Varsity
Silver medal in

Literature, and a Varsity Bronze medal inArt.
Chloe Metzger was voted the Liberty

Spirit Award by her teammates. Bethany
Samarin, who was the overall high scor-
ing senior for Liberty High School and
won a $100 scholarship.

LHS Academic Decathlon Shines

Golden Valley Unified School District superintendent Andy Alvarado will host commu-
nity round tables in March and April to discuss topics or concerns regarding the district.
The first round table will be March 10 at 9 a.m. at the district office. The second round
table will be April 7 at 6 p.m. in the Ranchos Middle School theater.

Alvarado to Host Round Tables

Pennies for Patients • Lexi Delgado
would have been a member of the LHS
graduating class of 2016. However, her life
was ended during her eighth grade year at
Ranchos Middle School by leukemia. Lexi
is greatly missed by her friends who carry
her in spirit as they look to graduation. The
collection from Pennies for Patients will
be donated to the Leukemia Lymphoma
Society on behalf of Lexi.

LHS Cafeteria Military Wall • LHS is
putting a facelift on the Military Wall in its
cafeteria. A new American flag mural has
been painted and all the current pictures are

being reframed and named. The community
is being asked for information on any for-
mer LHS students who have or are currently
serving in the armed forces to send us a pic-
ture of them in uniform – along with their
name. Also, anyone who would like to do-
nate to the restoration and maintenance of
the LHS Cafeteria Military Wall need to
contact the school.

LHS Robotics • The LHS Robotics
team has applied for and received a $250
Air ForceAssociation 2016 Educator Grant.
The club also will be promoting a healthy
living school environment by having a
“Walk, Bike, Bus to School Day,” in sup-
port of the Central California Asthma Col-
laborative organization, during the month
of May. As a result, they were awarded a
$250 Central California Asthma Collabora-
tive grant.

NSL Talent Show • LHS participants
in the NSL Talent Show included Sarah
Folsom and Sabrina Folsom (singing) and
Alexa Rosa (dancing).

LHS News
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Sunday School 9AM * SundayWorship 10:30AM
Wednesday Life Apps 6:30 PM

Easter Sunday Sonrise Service 7AMwith free pancake breakfast

12414 Road 37 * Madera Ranchos * 559-645-1700
www.goldenvalleybaptistchurch.org
goldenvalleybaptistchurch@live.com 2/

16

Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting

Concrete Foundations & Flatwork 2/
16

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

news this year you will know that
China's markets have been in freefall
since early January. Why is our district
and students assuming the risk from
poor investments? Like I say, students
don't vote but employees do.

According to CalPERS’ and Cal-
STRS’ websites, in 2015, $297,971 BIL-
LION was invested in global markets.
Overseas markets like China have a
large competitive advantage since they
are not located in California. That $300
BILLION is more than double Califor-
nia's annual General Fund Budget. Imag-
ine if that money was invested in
California, it would create jobs and grow
our economy. Jobs grow where money
flows. Instead it goes overseas and com-
petes against our businesses. CalPERS
and CalSTRS not only put students at
risk from poor investments, they place
California families and our way of life
at risk by destroying our economy.
CalPERS, CalSTRS and the public em-
ployee unions they service are BAD for
students, BAD for families and BAD for
California.

Three strikes, YOU’RE OUT!
We need to break the unholy al-

liance between big government and big
government employee unions like the
California Teachers Association, the
largest of all.

For the first time on record, in
2014 there were more business closures
(470,000) then new starts (400,000) ac-
cording to the US Census Bureau. Ac-
cording to the Jan. 13, 2015 issue of
the Business Journal, “… the U.S.
ranks 12th among developed nations in
terms of business startup activity.”
Why wouldn't foreign markets have
more business startup activity? They
have plenty of money – ours!

On page 30 of the audit you will
find school districts that have 55 per-
cent of their students that are disad-

vantaged, foster youth, English learn-
ers or receiving free and reduced-price
meals, receive 50 percent more fund-
ing per student than GVUSD. Our stu-
dents have been profiled, targeted and
discriminated against by Sacramento
for having too many quality, hard-
working two-parent stable families in
our district. Most of the surrounding
school districts qualify for the supple-
mental grant. Doing some quick calcu-
lations, this exclusion costs GVUSD
$9.62 million each year. This exclu-
sion is responsible for GVUSD not
being able to match the salary sched-
ules of surrounding school districts.

Return to the district home page,
click Departments, Human Resources,
Salary Schedules, and finally
2015/2016 Teacher Salary Schedule. In
GVUSD a mid-schedule teacher re-
ceives an annual salary of $57,462 plus
benefits for a total annual compensa-
tion of about $75,000. Teachers at the
highest compensation level are paid
about $75,000 annually plus benefits
for a total compensation of about
$90,000 plus. Please divide $57,462
and $75,000 by 180 (teaching days)
and again by 8 (hours worked per day).
A mid-schedule teacher is paid $39.90
per hour while a senior teacher's hourly
rate is $52.08. Also, our high school
teachers by contract teach 4:55 hours
per day. The remaining three hours are
available to complete other tasks and
prepare lessons. I think our district is
generous.

Public employee unions like the
California Teachers Association and
the Golden Valley Teachers Association
(GVTA) are about one thing: them-
selves. Public Education in California
is BIG BUSINESS and GVUSD
trustees need to realize this and adopt
their own BIG BUSINESS attitude as a
counter measure.

For the past several years our su-
perintendent has been the district’s ne-
gotiator. I think that decision was
short-sighted and a conflict of interest.
The conflict lies in the fact that the su-
perintendent's compensation is tied to
negotiations. Whatever the superinten-
dent negotiates the superintendent re-
ceives. Isn't that a disincentive to
negotiate tough? Shouldn't the superin-
tendent’s compensation be based on
performance anyway? I THINK SO. I
think the superintendent should inspire
district employees and promote work
place morale, not negotiate it away.
The superintendent should be his staff's
greatest cheerleader and not placed in
a contrary position.

Certified Pure Therapeutic Grade Essential Oils
100 percent All Natural • No Fillers or Harmful Additives

Do you suffer from:
Headaches • Pain • Allergies • Seizures • Arthritis

Heartburn • Weight Issues • Sleep Problems • Stress
Depression • Asthma • Colds & Flu • Indegestion

Menstrual Issues • Acne • Eczema • Skin Disorders
And Much More ...

Tina Shannon • Wellness Advocate

www.mydoterra.com/tinashannon • damaw3@yahoo.com2/16

Then I can help you!

645-4948 or 430-7131call

LETTERS cont. from P. 4

Please see LETTERS on P. 18
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LHS is updating its Military Wall and would
like to include all of the men and women
graduates who have served our country.

Please contact Josh Bailey at joshuabailey@gvusd.org or
Rebbeca Harpsligh at rharpsligh@gvusd.org by March 11.

2/
16
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Got a holding tank to fill?What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want towaste your preciouswell water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!

2/
16

2/
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by both building on our Ag traditions and ex-
panding beyond Ag. You see, even if Ag pro-
duction in the state were to double overnight,
it would still be less than 2.5 percent of the
state’s GDP. So while me must do all we can
to strengthen and grow the Ag industry in
Madera County and the rest of the Central
Valley, we must also expand into new indus-
tries with the potential for rapid growth. As
much as we currently rely on Ag to fuel our
region’s economy, we cannot expect signifi-
cant changes to our political influence without
expanding the industrial base of the region.

In Valley politics, Ag is king. It will re-
quire bold, courageous and innovative leader-

ship to balanceAg-related needs and concerns
while attracting and facilitating new industries;
growing existing industries not tied to Ag.

The good news is that as we expand and
grow our economic base, it will bring greater
political power to the Valley along with jobs
and higher wages. This will not happen
overnight; if we are not deliberate in planning
the direction of our region’s economic
growth, we will likely keep reaping more of
the same political neglect with which we have
grown frustrated.

Serafin Quintanar is the co-founder of the
Reagan League.

Page 18

LISTEN cont. from P. 7

Our superintendent is not a profes-
sional negotiator. I would like to see
the new current board re-evaluate this
policy soon. At this time, I think it's in
the best interest of our students for
GVUSD to retain a professional nego-
tiator/labor attorney. Since the advent
of public education unions, districts no
longer negotiate directly with their em-
ployees. Personal feelings, relation-
ships and friendships no longer matter.
It's just business now.

It's time to change. As President
Kennedy once said, “Never fear to ne-
gotiate and never negotiate from
fear.” Trustees, be courageous, bold

and strong; negotiate a better finan-
cial deal for our students. GVTA
members, if it's monetary gain you’re
seeking, you will find it in Madera
Unified and Fresno Unified School
Districts. Those are the two highest
paying districts in our area. Good
luck.

If your primary motivation is
teaching and inspiring young fresh
minds, being respected and supported
by great students and families, re-
ceiving the gratitude of a thankful
community and working in a modern
safe environment, WELCOME.

God bless 93636,
Warren Parr
Madera Ranchos

LETTERS cont. from P. 17
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Where can you get

in the Ranchos?

PERSONAL TRAINING • MOBILITY CLASSES
“EAT RIGHT FOR YOUR BLOOD TYPE” PROGRAMS

SMALLGROUP TRAINING •BODYWEIGHT TRAINING

37167 Ave. 12 #4A • Madera Ranchos
559-416-8531

OneWeek FREE Membership
with this coupon or mention this ad • expires 3/31/2016
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WE’RE ON THE WEB!

www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com

www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com

www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com

Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.
Get fully downloadable back issues of the Ranchos
Independent (beginning with April 2006). Learn how
you can add your Ranchos-area business to this site! 2/
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Downsizing for Everybody

I’m old enough now to see fashion
trends come back around. Express.com has a
whole 70s line on their “Trending” page.
Looking at the styles brings back memories
of my suede fringe vest and high-rise pants.
As things circle around, designers usually add
a little twist that makes your original item not
quite in style. So, I’m not too sorry I didn’t
save all those bellbottoms.

My parents recently did a full circle from
apartment living as newlyweds to apartment
living as seniors. The twist is that this apart-
ment provides lots of community activities
and continuing care, if needed. They chose to
downsize, or “rightsize” as I like to refer to it,
paring down to the items they love, use and
need at this stage in life.

I’m working with more and more people
my age who are also choosing to rightsize.
Maybe not making a move, but certainly re-
ducing their stuff. Many have experienced
clearing out a houseful of their parents’things
— inheriting not only the items of value, but
stacks of magazines, closets stuffed with old
blankets, etc.

For some, the process of rightsizing is
imposed on them when it becomes compul-
sory. This adds a great deal of stress to an al-
ready difficult situation. Some put it off
because of a feeling of being overwhelmed
or a misconception that it means throwing out
all their stuff. Whether you’re scoping out re-
tirement communities, or simply wanting to
right-size in the home you’re in, here are
some tips to help you accomplish your goal.

Clearly identify what’s most important
to you now. Maybe in the past you did a lot of
skiing, entertaining or your own yardwork.
Consider changes in your interests and abili-
ties and identify your current priorities. The
items that don’t fit your current lifestyle could
add value to someone else’s life, create space
in your home and reduce the amount of stuff
you have to manage.

Look around each room with a dis-
cerning eye. Is the furniture useful? Does it fit
your current taste and style? Is there too much
of it? Is it there because of obligation? If
you’re storing Great Aunt Susie’s dining set,
give her the benefit of the doubt and assume

that she wouldn’t want her stuff to be a bur-
den to you. Keep the items that are most pre-
cious and useful and let the others go.

If you’re moving into a smaller place,
get the dimensions of your new home and
sketch out where the furniture will go. There
are websites like BHG.com that offer free
tools to help you arrange your rooms. It may
be stressful to reduce, but it’s also stressful to
move into a new place that’s crammed with
too much furniture.

My parents threw a “Pick ‘n Choose”
party before their move. They spread out the
items they decided not to move with them
and then we all got to pick and choose the
things we wanted. It’s always nice to give
your children the option of saving the things
that mean most to them without the obliga-
tion of taking it all.

If there are sentimental items that fam-
ily members aren’t taking, consider photo-
graphing them for your own memory’s
sake, or keeping a portion of it. Make a pil-
low out of a square from your old quilt, or
keep one place setting of your china. Frame
a piece of your grandma’s handmade lace
tablecloth if you no longer have a large din-
ing table. Be creative in finding ways to have
your cherished items visible and honored.

For other items of value consider con-
signing them at Now &Again Thrift & Gift
Shop or selling them on Craigslist. Re-
member that whatever you’re holding on to
is costing you something. Don’t let the mon-
etary value you have in mind for your things
keep you from letting go and living a right-
sized life.Adonation to your favorite charity
thrift store or the Ranchos Senior Center is
also a viable option.

Is storing your grown kids’ stuff hold-
ing you back from having space to use for
your own hobbies or rightsizing to a place
more manageable? With a couple clients I
photographed their kids’ belongings and
emailed the pics for their “yay or nay” on
what they’d like sent to them or saved for
next time they’re in town. If your kids are
local, you can gather up their items and give
them a deadline before the donation truck ar-
rives.

If you’re feeling paralyzed by the
prospect of going through 30-60 years’worth
of belongings, consider having a friend, fam-
ily member, or professional organizer come
alongside you in the process. Getting started
is often the hardest. Once you’ve begun
you’ll discover the joy in lightening your load
and living a rightsized life!

Contact Organized by Choice (because
things don’t always fall into place) at P.O.
Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729, call 559-871-
3314 or email info@organizedbychoice.com.
You can also visit their website at www.
organizedbychoice.com.
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care and education. A friend of mine
the other day said she thought tam-
pons should be free.

Tampons.
Free.
Why?
Because women didn’t choose to

have their monthly visitor so why
should we have to pay for it? Well, I
didn’t choose for Sally Johnson to run
around town contracting STDs but Mr.
Sanders thinks I ought to pay for her
antiviral medication because she de-
serves free healthcare. I think you can
at least pick up the tab on your own
feminine products. I’m not sure I can
be her friend anymore.

I honestly don’t understand why

this is such a foreign concept for most
people. We have to be careful how we
choose to spend the money that the
government has collected from the
hard working, tax paying citizens of
the country. There is not a magic gov-
ernment money tree with an endless
supply of cash. If people like Bernie
Sanders and his ilk keep treating the
treasury like that, first we will run out
of hard working Americans who keep
money flowing in, then we will run
out of money. As my dad would say,
there is no such things as a free lunch
– just because you didn’t write the
check doesn’t mean there wasn’t a
price. Education has a cost. Healthcare
has a cost. Feminine hygiene products
have a cost, but I’m sure you can find
them on sale at your local drug store.

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

brought home a Schnauzer puppy to
cheer me up. That was the first time I
slept through the night – with the puppy
snuggled at my side.”

The rescue has been in existence
since June and has so far been instru-
mental in rescuing 85 dogs.

Forgiven Dog Rescue is planning
for Adoptable Day to be a monthly event
to be held on
the first Satur-
day of each
month. On
March 5, the
Ranchos/Hills
Senior Center,
located at
37330 Berk-
shire Dr. in the
Ranchos, will
host the next
Adoptable Day.
At that event,
Forgiven Dog
Rescue will be
offering low
cost micro-
chipping for dogs of all sizes. In addi-
tion, Forgiven Dog Rescue will even
come to your Ranchos residence to mi-
crochip your dog.

Though Facebook networking has
done wonders for reuniting lost dogs
with concerned owners, it has also high-
lighted a big problem with irresponsible
dog owners whose dogs continuously
run loose with no steps being taken to
secure them. Sadder yet is the problem
that has gone on for many years, namely
many of these dogs being intentionally
“dumped” here in the country by heart-
less owners.

It takes a lot of dedication to enter
into the noble, yet often heart breaking,
arena of dog rescue. It’s often a thank-
less job – on good days your pay is in
puppy breath and doggy kisses. Rescues
are often run totally by volunteers and
on donations. Forgiven Dog Rescue is
currently supported by 10 volunteers
from the community, many of whom are
Liberty High School students looking to
fulfill their community service credits.

Forgiven Dog
Rescue is al-
ways looking
for more volun-
teers, whether
it is daily, help
with special
events, or spe-
cial projects.
Donations are
always appreci-
ated and can be
made through
their Facebook
page or via
PayPal or by
c o n t a c t i n g
them directly.

Supplies that are always needed include
dog and puppy food, bleach, paper tow-
els, baby wipes, puppy pads and vacci-
nations.

For information on Forgiven Dog
Rescue or future events sponsored by
them, visit the Forgiven Dog Rescue site
on Facebook. To view dogs currently
available for adoption visit Forgiven
Dog Rescue Adoptables, a separate page
on Facebook.

The rescue is not open to the public
but you can reach them by phone at 559-
412-9582 or by mail at Forgiven Dog
Rescue, PO Box 825, Madera CA 93639.

RESCUE cont. from P. 2

Ranchos volunteers get the stars of the show ready
for Forgiven Dog Rescue’s first Adoptable Day at the
Branch and Vine on Feb. 5.

voirs, he’s able to lift and pump it from
there over to 140 acres of grapevines on rel-
atively level land just west of Road 35
where it can slowly percolate into the
ground without causing any damage. Using
a water meter installed at the lift pump,
Treibatch measured 21.5 acre-feet (about
7,000,000 gallons) of storm water that was
ultimately recharged to groundwater from
just the last three storms. The project has
been operating for the last six years, he said.

The second project involves over 40
dry wells – which are essentially septic
system wells – that have been installed
within his orchards both south and north of
Avenue 12 along the pathways of the storm
water runoff and flooding areas. They have
been designed to divert the water even
more directly and without any pumping.
Drilled as deep as
50 feet below
ground, the wells
have clearly been
doing their job:
even after all the re-
cent rain storms,
there was no stand-
ing water because
the wells had pro-
vided the storm
water with a new
route to percolate
down through the
hardpan and into the
ground.

While the idea
of flooding farm-
land for recharge
purposes is rela-
tively new to the
Valley, as reported
in the Capital Public
Radio News on
Sept. 22, 2015, it’s
not completely new.
According to the ar-
ticle entitled Flood-
ing California
Farmlands Might
Restore Groundwa-
ter, Don Cameron
with Terranova
Ranch located about
30 miles southwest of Fresno has been
doing just that for several years. Cameron,
whose ranch is not located in any water or
irrigation district, relies heavily on ground-
water to water his crops. So he does what
he can to maintain that groundwater —
when it rains. And the last time that hap-
pened, before this year, was 2012 when he
used storm water collecting in the north
fork of the Kings River.

“At that time we [took] about 150

acres of wine grapes, we put water on those
from January until May – for over five
months about six inches to a foot and a half
of water,” Cameron said. Farmers typically
don’t irrigate in the winter because there is
usually enough rain water. There’s also the
fear that too much water could damage
roots of permanent crops. “I think people
thought we were crazy to be putting that
much water on wine grapes for such a long
period of time," he said. But Cameron was-
n’t wasting the water. His goal was to re-
plenish the groundwater. “We actually did
measurements and we found that about 75
percent of the water we applied was mov-
ing down to the groundwater."

Treibatch, who also represents the Is-
raeli National Water Company in Califor-
nia and parts of Mexico, has taken the
process one step further using dry wells.
Echoing Cameron, he said, “The trees don’t

need watering at this
time of year, so the
storm water that
would normally be
washed into creeks
and travel out of our
area and in some
cases into the ocean,
will instead go di-
rectly into recharg-
ing our aquifers."

Touring through
some of the more
undulating farmland
in the Ranchos,
which is not irri-
gated, Allinder
pointed out that the
Ranchos subdivision
was designed to
have its own natural
drainage, but there’s
no one in the District
to maintain it. So
people unaware of
the plan have often
built on, paved over
and flattened the
landscape contrary
to the plan’s design.
“People that want
help with addressing
this issue on their
property should call

Flood Control at 675-7811,” Allinder said.
“That way we can give them advice on
flooding and how to properly maintain the
drainage on their property. We can also con-
nect them with other resources.”

Meanwhile, working in collaboration,
the County and SEMCU are looking for
new locations for dry wells to address the
most serious flooding issues and enhance

So THAT’S a dry well ... The concept is very
simple: instead of letting storm water run off to the
ocean, the dry well directs the water down to the
aquifer where it can recharge vital groundwater
supplies.

WELL cont. from P. 2
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groundwater recharge. “The County has
streamlined the process of applying for dry
well permits,” Frazier said. “And the per-
mit fees have also been waived.” But, for
public property, the somewhat expensive
design first introduced to and approved by
the Board of Supervisors last September,
and reported in the September 2015 issue
of the Ranchos Independent, is still in ef-
fect. “It’s a safety issue. We don’t want
anyone getting hurt,” he said. What that re-
ally means is that a traffic-rated grate has
to be used to cover the top of the well,
adding thousands of dollars to the cost of
construction, materials and installation for
each well.

But a simplified design has recently
been approved by the County for private
property owners, making it possible to in-
stall two to three dry wells a day for about
$1,200 to $1,500 each. The SEMCU-spon-
sored wells require both a licensed driller
and a licensed well installer because, as
Allinder said, “The basic concept is a sep-
tic system, so that necessitates the kind of
contractors that must be employed.”

Even with the newly approved engi-
neered design, in order to perform the nec-
essary due diligence, actually getting the
wells installed involves several steps in-
cluding using the correct licensed contrac-
tors, getting a release signed by the
property owners, selecting the right spot
where storm water collects and having
United Service Alert perform a utilities sur-
vey.

So far about 30 private property loca-
tions have gone through the process and
have been permitted for the dry wells, ac-
cording to Treibatch. The only hold-up for
installation is good enough weather and
dry enough ground. “We expect this pro-
gram to continue into the summer,” he

said, adding there are another 60 or so vol-
unteers in line to have their property sur-
veyed and approved for well locating.

SEMCU, a nonprofit corporation, is
not only collaborating with Madera
County, but also local farmers and busi-
ness who are also donating funds for the
dry well project in order to provide them
to property owners who qualify FREE of
charge. “It’s a collaborative effort whereby
water users are giving back by working to-
ward sustainability,” Treibatch said.

The key to locating the dry wells is to
find places where storm water tends to col-
lect. Most areas can’t tolerate flooding,
though, and that’s why storm water is usu-
ally diverted to routes that carry it away
and eventually out to the ocean instead of
trying to get it into the ground where it can
be “banked.”

Banking water is another technique
that is getting more attention lately. In
Fresno, for example, many recharge basins
are visible along streets throughout the
city. Affectionately referred to as Leaky
Acres, the basins are part of a citywide
project to get water back into the aquifer
where it is naturally stored underground.
Better than a tank or a reservoir with lim-
ited capacity and that can overflow or
evaporate, the aquifer or “underground
water bank” is where all the groundwater
that is pumped comes from and what must
be regularly replenished if it is to continue
to be available to farmers and residents
alike. And dry or septic wells are one way
to help accomplish that. “It’s another tool
in the tool box,” Allinder said during his
tour, adding, “The dry wells are a great
way to effectuate improvements to local-
ized nuisance water and flooding situa-
tions, too.”

For those who may know of a good
location for a dry well, please contact
SEMCU at 363-9095.

WELL cont. from P. 20
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Free income tax return preparation
and electronic filing for both state and fed-
eral returns will be available again this
year for Madera Ranchos-area residents,
offered by the AARP Tax-Aide program.
Services are provided free of all costs and
charges. Tax returns are prepared by spe-
cially trained and certified volunteers. The
returns are prepared on site, and then elec-
tronically filed the same day.

Tax help is offered to persons of all
ages – you don’t have to be a senior citi-
zen, or a member of AARP. Last year Tax-
Aide prepared first tax returns for several
17- and 18-year-old students who had their
first jobs.

Tax-Aide Services for Ranchos resi-
dents are offered in the City of Madera at
711 Nebraska every Friday beginning Feb-
ruary 5 and continuing through April 12.
Appointments are available there, and also
for two Mondays in the City of Chow-
chilla, by calling Sarah at 559-575-7039.

In the mountains, this year the pro-
gram is moving from the Sierra Senior
Center, where it has always been hosted,
to the community room at the Oakhurst Li-
brary. Services will be available Tuesdays
between February 10 and April 7, and
some Saturday dates will also be available
to make the services more accessible for
families and working adults. Appoint-
ments for all of these dates and locations
can be made by calling Brian at 559-285-
1494.

AARP Tax-Aide is the nation’s largest
free, volunteer-run tax assistance and
preparation service available to taxpayers
with low and moderate income, with spe-
cial attention to those age 60 and older.
Over 33,000 AARP Tax-Aide volunteers,
trained in cooperation with the Internal
Revenue Service now help over 2 million
taxpayers file their federal, state and local
tax returns each year at nearly 7,000
AARP Tax-Aide sites nationwide.

Free Tax Prep in Madera County

Saturday, March 12 • 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
UCCE Master Gardeners

Garden Advice Clinic
Peters Brothers Nursery

1135 S. Granada Drive, Madera.
Call (559) 675-7879, extension 7210

Monday, March 14 • 5:30 p.m.
Republican Party of Madera County

Madera Ranchos Pizza Factory
37184 Ave. 12 #101, Madera Ranchos
Contact Barbara at (559) 232-0566

Saturday, March 19 • 10 a.m. - noon
UCCE Master Gardeners

“The Buzz on Bees” Workshop
Room R-3A, Madera Community

College Center
30277 Ave. 12, Madera

Call (559) 675-7879, extension 7210

Thursday, March 31 • 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
State of the County Luncheon
Madera Municipal Golf Course

23200 Ave. 17, Madera
Call Lois Leonard at (559) 675-7768

Saturday, April 16 • 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
UCCE Master Gardeners Garden Tour X

Call (559) 675-7879, extension 7210

UPCOMING EVENTS



Alteration Services

Madlin's Alterations - 45 years ex-
perience - Tailoring, repairs and
leathers. Fast service. NEW AD-
DRESS & PHONE NUMBER:
36027 Ruth Ave. Call 559-645-4583.

Child Care

Child Care - Susan Ryan Day Care.
Newborn to 5 years old. Licensed. Call
661-4725 or 706-0424.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy - 28
years experience. Wood Stove inserts,
pellet stoves and fireplaces. Also clean
dryer vents. REMEMBER THINK
SAFETY, BURN SAFELY! Call 559-
908-9332.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room addi-
tions, barns and patios. Call 559-970-
4476.

F o r S a l e

F i r e w o o d - S e a s o n e d A l -
m o n d f i r e w o o d . R o u n d o r
s p l i t . C a l l 2 5 9 - 7 1 2 2 o r
6 4 5 - 5 5 2 3 .

Night Vis ion Address Signs –
Homes - Mobile Homes - Condos -
Apartments - Curbs - Businesses -
Agr icu l ture - Cal l Stephen at
559-477-7098.

G u t t e r S e r v i c e s

The Gutter Doctor special izing in
both cont inuous and standard rain
gut te rs . Genera l Cont rac tor - Re-
pai r Maintenance . 32 years work-
ing in the area . Cal l
559-822-2759.

Housecleaning

Housecleaning Service - Have your
house spring-cleaned all year long.
Experienced, Responsible, Honest.
Fair prices. Call 416-2585.

Interior Decorating

Interior Designs & Decorating spe-
cializes in interior decorating, de-
sign, wallpapering, interior painting
and more. With over 10 years of ex-
perience, we serve all of the Ranchos
and can help beautify your home.
Call Fermin Barboza at 559-416-
6336.

Painting Services

Paint ing Services - 40 years of
experience . Licensed. Frank
Kramer Exteriors . Lic . #273099.
Call 645-4113.

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLABLE PICKUP - KIDS 4 RECY-
CLING offers pickup of all
recyclable materials including paper,
plastic, glass, aluminum and card-
board. Call Diana at 999-6832 or
645-1048, Funds support Ranchos
community organizations and schools.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Rototill-
ing - Mowing - Scraping - Stump Grind-
ing - Roll-off Bins. Call John at
908-1066.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot leveling,
driveways, trenching, concrete work and un-
derground utilities installed. Call 559-970-
4476.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out -
Screen, track, sills included. Remove
hard water stain on home windows,
shower doors and car windows. Cobweb
removal too. Fully insured. Call Nick
at 285-1723. Free estimates. Ask about
our SENIOR DISCOUNT!

©2016 King Features Syndicates, Inc.
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Nancy Watson
645-5000

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 2/16

A Ranchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top
dollar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109 2/16

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®

Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:
www.davidparker.info

Property Management -
we can rent your home:

www.parker-properties.info

Real Estate

2/
16

Jerry Eddings, Realtors
Madera: 559-645-1890 • Fresno: 559-435-1890

DRE #00329063 2/
16

BRE Lic. #01454566

Maria
Fotopoulos - Cercone

Real estate is our life! We make
real estate dreams a reality.

Cell 559-250-6740 • Office 559-645-1212
maria@ossrealtor.com • Ranchos resident for more than 30 years!

I’m ready to assist you with all of your real estate needs. Whether
you’re buying or selling, moving across town or out of state, I’m here

to help. Your housing needs deserve the care of a specialist.

2/
16

2/16

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent
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Tom Thayer, Broker
Realty World

Real Estate Professionals License #01105315

Your Ranchos Home Sold -- Guaranteed
Or I’ll buy it for cash*

NO Gimmicks! Order a Free Report on my exclusive
Guaranteed Sale Program, by visiting:

www.TomsGuaranteeSale.com
For FREE Recorded Message Call:

1-866-254 -3814 ID#1072 or you can call me direct at:
559-706-3820

*Seller and Tom must agree on price and closing date.
Not a solicitation of active listings

2/16

For a Free, Quick On-line Home Evaluation Visit:
www.ranchoshomevalues.com

Tom Thayer, Broker; Realty World Real Estate Professionals.
DRE Lic#01105315. Not a solicitation of active listings

You will receive information on what comparable homes have sold for in your
neighborhood and which homes are currently listed, how long they’ve been on the
market and what the prices are. Based on this information you will know what your

home is worth. This Complete Confidential Market Analysis is absolutely FREE!

Find Out What Your Ranchos Home
is Worth On-line

2/
16
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repair
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR

INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

CRONIN MARINE

Since1964

664455--11997777

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

HIGH QUALITY

555599--445544--88006600

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE
TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING   

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

since1970

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Equipment

• Supplies
• Residential

• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial
• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing

Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Notary in theRanchos!
Notary in theRanchos!

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal

Color Matching & Chuck’s Transmission

664455--44447755
Ranchos Auto Repair
+ A/C SERVICE

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801
645-1570

Store hours: 
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

• Clean Up
• Monthly Service

call forFREE ESTIMATE!

Mitchell L. Vick
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

559-970-4635
mlvconst@gmail.com 

Lic. #563698
• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •  

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS

All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders
General & Custom

Auto Service
& Repairs

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance

Weekly & monthly service 

Ranchos
Resident

Today!

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

Call Gina
at 559-289-3401

email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Covering
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley

Tree pruning, shaping & trimming
Tree Cabling • Tree removal

Fully Insured • 8+ Years Experience • Trained Arborist
559-347-8408 • www.cvhtc.com

Housekeeping
& Cleaning
by Rosalia

559-514-9816
559-718-9941

We clean empty
houses, offices &
rentals. Clean
windows & water
spots. Painting
services inside
& out. We haul
anything and do small repairs.

How about 10,000
Ranchos residents each

month who look at
Business Directory ads?

(559) 645-0634  
The Ranchos Independent

JEAN BRINER
(559) 645-0634  

The Ranchos Independent

Get Involved!

645-4001
2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m.

37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

WHAT CAN YOU GET
FOR $25?

559-548-0000

5310 W. Spruce
Ave., Fresno

“On the corner
of Spruce and

Herndon.”
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) You might feel more encouraged about changes in your personal and/or
professional life. However, it might be best not to rush things but rather work with them as they evolve.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) The Bovine's business sense is especially keen this week. But
remember that it's always best to investigate before investing. Make sure there are no hidden factors
that can rise up later on.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Working on a family project could create tension between and among those
concerned. Your good sense and your patience can help reduce bad attitudes and raise positive feelings.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) You should be seeing more progress in the development of your
plans and more supporters joining in. News from the past could help change someone's long-held position.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) With personal aspects strong this week, Leos and Leonas might want to
spend more time with family and others who are especially close to them. Also expect news of a
possible career change.

V I R G O ( A u g u s t 2 3 t o S e p t e m b e r 2 2 ) Taking a strong stand can be helpful this week.
But be careful you don't cross the line into obstinacy. Best to take a position on facts as they are, not
as you want them to be.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) You have a strong sense of the needs of others. This
week, turn some of that sensitivity into an honest self-appraisal, and let it find places where you can
help yourself.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Creating an emotional comfort zone handles a personal
problem at first, but by midweek you'll realize you need to deal with it directly or it could linger longer.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Turning the page on a mistake to start fresh
might not be the thing to do. Better to go over each step that led up to the decision you made and see
which one misled you.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Goats enjoy a varied diet, but eating crow isn't on
the menu -- at least not this week. An embarrassing situation might have gone wrong before you got
into it. Check it out.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Your sense of honesty might impel you to speak up
about a situation you disapprove of. That's fine. But do so without sounding accusatory. You might not
know all the facts behind it.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Being asked to create a reassuring attitude in the middle of
chaos isn't easy, but you can do it. Support for your efforts comes slowly, but it does come. Enjoy an
arts-filled weekend.

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

Your honesty about people and issues
is expressed in a positive, not painful, way.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk

Say you saw it in
the Ranchos Independent
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1. MUSIC: What was the name of the
record company founded by the Beatles?
2. ASTRONOMY: Which planet in our
solar system spins the fastest?
3. ANIMAL KINGDOM: Which insect
can indica te the tempera ture wi th
accuracy?
4. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What is
the fastest known bird in the world?
5. CHEMISTRY: What is the only metal
that's liquid at room temperature?
6. MOVIES: What was Baby's real
name in "Dirty Dancing"?
7. GEOGRAPHY: What country is bordered
by the Atlantic and Indian Oceans?
8 . PSYCHOLOG Y: Wha t i s t he
f ea r represented in the condition
"herpetophobia"?
9. MEDICAL: What is the common
name for hypoglycemia?
10. TELEVISION: Where does Homer
Simpson work?

1.AppleRecords
2.Jupiter,whichrotatesonceinjustless
than10hours.
3.Crickets
4.Peregrinfalcon
5.Mercury
6.Frances
7.SouthAfrica
8.Fearofreptilesorcreepy,crawlythings
9.Lowbloodsugar
10.SpringfieldNuclearPowerPlant

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.
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