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High Risk Sex Offender
Was Wearing Ankle Monitor

Frank Charles Reddell, a 38-year-old
Madera resident and convicted sex offender
who was out on parole, is back behind bars
accused of possessing child pornography
and manufacturing child pornography, even
with an electronic monitor strapped to his
ankle.

Arresting Reddell was the result of a
joint investigation with Homeland Security,
Department of Corrections and Rehabilita-
tion Parole, Madera Police, Madera County
Sheriff’s Office and the Central California
Internet Crimes Against Children Task
Force, said Madera County Sheriff John
Anderson. “Authorities have, in large part,
the electric monitor to thank,” Anderson
said.

While electronic monitors are de-
signed to capture a parolee’s every move,
it’s up to parole agents to keep vigilant as to
what those who wear the monitors are up
to at each location.

One day after Christmas, Reddell was
seen sitting in his car viewing images on his
laptop while parked outside a Starbucks in
Madera. He was reportedly in plain view of
those who patronize the place, including his
agent, who was keeping tabs on him. Ac-
cording to reports, when parole agent John
Hagler walked up to the car he could see
sexually explicit images of children on the
suspect’s computer screen. He confronted
Reddell and attempted to take the com-
puter, but Reddell resisted and tried to put
his car into gear to take off. Agent Hagler
jumped into the car to keep Reddell from
fleeing and Reddell physically attacked Ha-
gler.

Madera Police showed up to assist Ha-

Area Child Predator
Behind Bars Now

Please see PREDATOR on P. 3

Jaycob Rousey, Chloe Doyle and
Claire Copher of Liberty High School and
Aqsa Khalil of Madera High School com-
peted in the annual Madera Rotary Club
Speech Contest during the club’s weekly
meeting at the Madera Golf and Country
Club. Each student presented a five minute
talk on Rotary International’s theme “Peace
Through Service.”

“Our contest was very inspiring,” said
Speech Contest Chair Sue Thornton. “Many
Rotarians commented on how impressed
they were with these students. Not only
were they excellent speakers, each with a
distinctive style, but each student is already
actively involved in community service and

truly capable of contributing to Rotary In-
ternational’s dream of achieving world
peace through service.”

First Place winner, Chloe Doyle, was
awarded $125. Rousey placed second and
Copher was the third place winner. On Feb.
26 at 6 p.m., Doyle will have an opportu-
nity to compete for additional cash prizes at
the Area Level competition with the win-
ners of the Madera Sunrise and Chowchilla
Rotary Clubs.

The Rotary Speech Contest is open to
all high school students. Participants receive
monetary awards and certificates. Seniors
Rousey and Doyle told club members about
their future college and career plans.

Rotary Speech Contest contestants (from
left) Jaycob Rousey, Chloe Doyle and Claire
Copher, all from Liberty High School, and
Aqsa Khalil from Madera High School.

LHS Students Finish 1,2,3 at Speech

By Randy Bailey

Sheriff John Anderson announced on
Thursday, Feb. 21 the arrest of two Madera
residents and a Fresno man all believed to
be connected to a case involving crystal
meth and stolen metal. A fourth suspect has
avoided custody.

Deputy Luis Padgett and Ag Crimes
Detective Adam McEwen took 35-year-old
Buryl Patrick Acosta and 24-year-old Sab-
rina Marie Smith into custody at a recycling
yard Wednesday, Feb. 20. Both suspects are
from Madera. Smith is accused of selling
nearly 5,000 pounds of stolen metal, reap-
ing more than $500 before she and Acosta
were captured.

With help from Sergeant Mark
Stritzel, a third suspect, 38-year-old Clint
Serrage of Fresno was captured Thursday,
Feb. 21 and taken into custody at a home
located on Manon Avenue near Road 35 in
the Madera Ranchos while a fourth sus-
pect, 26-year-old Michael Anthony Luna
remains on the loose.

In their search to find Luna, Deputies
hit a number of homes overnight, including
one in the Madera Ranchos the morning of
Thursday, Feb. 21. That’s where they found
numerous bags of crystal meth, marijuana,
drug paraphernalia and cash. Deputies dis-
covered Clint Serrage had been staying at
this home for about a week before his ar-
rest. Sheriff Anderson said theft and meth
go hand in hand and it’s not impacting just
Madera County. He says the entire Valley
is affected by it. In fact, a Fresno woman
wanted in Fresno on a $50,000 felony drug
warrant was found hiding under a car
parked on the Manon Ave. property.

According to the scrap metal victim
several pieces of metal equipment started
disappearing from his work shop located
on Avenue 10 near Road 35. Roughly two
weeks after the theft, the victim stumbled
upon his stolen property at a recycling yard
in Madera. The scrapper, identified as
Smith, claimed it came from her
“Grandpa’s Farm.”

The victim and the suspect are NOT

related.
Sabrina Smith, remains behind bars,

booked on suspicion of receiving stolen
property with her bail set at $10,000. Buryl
Patrick Acosta, who is currently on felony
drug probation, was also booked on the
same criminal complaint, and is being held
without bail. Clint Serrage, who is on
felony drug probation out of Fresno, re-
portedly with two pending court cases, was
booked on suspicion of possession for
sales. He sits behinds bars with bail set at
$10,000.

Michael Luna is wanted for possession
and transporting stolen property. He stands
5 feet 10 inches tall, weighs roughly 175
pounds, has black hair, brown eyes and
sports a mole on his cheek, just to the left of
his nose. Tattooed across his forearm, is the
word, “Crossroads.”

Anyone with information is urged to
call the Madera County Sheriff’s Office at
559-675-7770 or CRIME STOPPERS at
498-STOP. An anonymous tip that leads to
Luna’s arrest is worth up to $1,000.

Meth and Stolen Scrap Leads Back to Ranchos Home

Sabrina Marie Smith, 24, and Buryl Patrick Acosta, 35, were taken into custody at a recycling yard Wednesday, Feb. 20 trying to sell 5,000
pounds of allegedly stolen scrap metal. Their arrest led to the capture of 38-year-old Clint Serrage of Fresno the next day at a home located on
Manon Avenue near Road 35 in the Madera Ranchos. The final suspect, 26-year-old Michael Anthony Luna, is still on the loose. He can be iden-
tified by a large tattoo on his right forearm that says “crossroads.”
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OPEN LATEMON-SUN
FOR WORKINGPEOPLELIKE YOU!
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$79.95 each

12’ HORSE

CORRAL
PANELS

$349 per ton

Still Time to Buy Premium Quality

ALFALFA
CUBES$5 OFF

King Senior Delight

SENIOR HORSE FEED

All propane bottles welcome • $10 min. • RVs and Motorhomes welcome
“Quality & Customer Service is Our Motto”

$2 OFF
80 lb. bag3rd bag when you buy 3 bags

LAYING
CRUMBLE

3V Feed is your premier hay supplier of Alfalfa, Orchard Grass, Oat Hay,
Timothy Hay, Wheat Hay, Sudan Grass, Straw and others!

$259/ton
Premium Quality Eagle Valley

WOOD STOVE PELLETS

while supplies last!

$28.95
High Energy

DOG FOOD

50 lb. bag - ON SALE

we sell Pullets SEPARATE

It’s Baby Chick Time!

Advance-Book
your CHICKS

are HERE!

It’s Springtime!

ALL PLANTS
(vegetables & flowers)

gler and they took Reddell into custody, and
booked him into Madera County Department
of Corrections on suspicion of Battery on a
Peace Officer, Resisting Arrest, Obstruction
and Parole Violation. Parole agents seized the
computer and a search warrant was written.
It was then that Madera Police contacted Lt.
Tyson Pogue, the Madera County Sheriff’s
Task Force representative with Internet
CrimesAgainst Children, to help with the in-
vestigation. The investigation, which began
on Dec. 26, 2012, has resulted in additional

felony complaints filed against Reddell.
During the course of that investigation,

Pogue has discovered thousands of sexually
explicit images of children and in addition to
images found on Reddell’s computer, Pogue
also found equally disturbing images on the
suspect’s cell phone. It is alleged that the sus-
pect was not only downloading child pornog-
raphy on his computer, but capturing explicit
images of children on his cell phone as well.
Reddell, who works as a heavy equipment
operator for Cal Trans, based in Fresno, was
also moonlighting as a handyman doing re-
pair work at homes in Madera. Using ad-

vanced forensic techniques, investigators
were able to extract information from the
photographs leading authorities to places
where he was hired to conduct handyman
work.

Reddell is currently listed on Califor-
nia’s Megan’s Law Website as a registered
sex offender, convicted in 2004 of lewd or
lascivious acts with a child under 14 years of
age. At the bottom of that same screen, it
reads, “The registrant may have subsequently
relocated.”

He has.
Frank Charles Reddell remains jailed

without bail, facing additional felony
charges, which include possession of child
pornography and manufacturing child
pornography. Based on evidence gathered by
authorities so far, they believe there may be
more victims.

Because the case originated in the city
of Madera, the Madera Police Department is
the lead investigating agency. They ask that
anyone in the Ranchos who may have possi-
bly had work done by Reddell and who
might have additional information should
call Detective Brent Cederquist with the
Madera Police Department at 559-675-4244.

PREDATOR cont. from P. 2
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WIN FREE PROPANE!

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________
Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2013. Delivery must be by August 31, 2013.

Must be a Valley Propane customer.

WIN 250 GALLONS OF PROPANE

MMAAIILL  TTOO::  VVaalllleeyy  PPrrooppaannee  ••  3377222211  AAvvee..  1122  ##11DD
MMaaddeerraa,,  CCAA  9933663366
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By Peter Friedman

As Rahm Emanuel stated when Chief of
Staff for Obama, “Never let a good crisis go to
waste!”

While the massacre of the innocents in
Connecticut is horrendous, the gun control ad-
vocates are out in force with specious and egre-
gious lies, deceptions, and outright Marxist
politics. Obama has failed to address the Fort
Hood massacre of our soldiers or the 500 plus
American citizens gunned down in his home-
town of Chicago just this year. These murders
and acts of terrorism do not figure into the Marx-
ist agenda of gun con-
fiscation as the
precursor to total gov-
ernment control.
Hitler, Mao, Stalin,
Mussolini and all
other dictators in-
volved in attempting
full government con-
trol over their citizens
knew that the nullifi-
cation of the citizen’s
right to bear arms in case the government turned
rogue was a priority. So, let’s take a hard look at
the problem by the numbers.

1. Assault Rifles
What is the legal definition of an assault

rifle? The word “assault” in military or law en-
forcement parlance is the breaching of a defen-
sive position to achieve possession of it. Several
generations ago specific rifles were designed to
achieve this. The requirement was that they be
light, shorter for close quarters than main battle
rifles such as the M1, and use smaller and lighter
caliber ammunition because they would be used
in close quarters. Aside from heavy machine
guns requiring multiple personnel, the assault
rifle had to be individually carried. The primary

function of the assault rifle was that it had to be
able to fire like a machine gun in fully automatic
fire – hold the trigger rearward and the rifle
would continue to fire until you released the trig-
ger or you ran out of ammunition. Google the
St. Valentine’s Day Massacre back in Chicago
80 years ago and you will find the gangsters
using Thompson sub-machine guns that fired the
.45ACP cartridge. They used detachable car-
tridge drums that held lots of rounds, much more
than any magazine. During WWII the Thomp-
son was a premier assault rifle used to breach de-
fensive positions. It was also modified to use a
30-round magazine instead of the drum, which
was subject to failing.

In 1965 the U.S. began to issue M16 full-
auto assault rifles for use in Vietnam. The M16 re-
placed the M14 and was in use once the M1
(eight rounds in a clip loaded from the top of the
receiver, and not full-auto) was phased out in the

late 1950s. The M14
was a main battle rifle
using nearly the same
powerful long-range
cartridge as the M1,
but the M14 was able
to fire full-auto. It was
magazine fed at the
base of the receiver.
The M16 was de-
signed specifically as
an assault rifle used in

close quarters of the Vietnam jungle. It was short
and light using small powerful .223 ammunition,
the bullet being nearly equal to the normal .22LR
used in target rifles and pistols. The .22 cartridge
equals 22 thousandths of an inch, or nearly ¼ inch
in diameter, but the .223 cartridge used in the M16
and the M4 carbine, a shorter version of the M16,
is more powerful, but basically the same bullet.

Most assault rifles have a selector lever on
the receiver that designates what rate of fire the
user wishes such as Auto (continues to fire like
a machine gun if the trigger is held rearward),
Burst (only fires a three-round burst to save am-
munition), Semi-Auto (will only fire when the

Gun Control and Assault Weapon Truth

Please see TEA PARTY on P. 16

Hitler, Mao, Stalin, Mussolini and all
other dictators involved in attempting full
government control over their citizens
knew that the nullification of the citizen’s
right to bear arms in case the government
turned rogue was a priority. 

MOCHAS • SMOOTHIES • LATTES
FRAPPES • CAPPUCCINOS • ESPRESSO
ICED COFFEE • DREYERS ICE CREAM

DONUTS • OATMEAL • BAGELS & CREAM CHEESE 10%
OFF!
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• FREE WiFi • Open Mic SAT 8-11 p.m. • BEST Coffee!

ALL prepared drinks
(expires 3-31-13)
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By Rich Lowry

For the left, this is what winning
looks like. President Barack Obama
gave a second inaugural address that just
as easily could have been delivered by
progressive darling Elizabeth Warren.

If the president didn't repeat the
phrase that Republicans threw back at
him so often during the 2012 campaign
-- "you didn't build that" -- the speech
was a meditation on the same theme of
the limits of individual action. The ad-
dress was a paean to collectivism, swad-
dled in the rhetoric of individual liberty
and of fidelity to the founding.

He began and ended with the
Founding Fathers and threaded the Dec-
laration of Independence throughout.
This gave the speech a conservative
sheen. He used the words "timeless,"
"ancient," "lasting" and "enduring." He
sounded like Republican Sen. Marco
Rubio in invoking "what makes us ex-
ceptional," namely "our allegiance to an
idea, articulated in a declaration made
more than two centuries ago."

But this framing of the speech only
served to amplify the ambition of Presi-
dent Obama's larger political project. He
hopes to reorient the American main-
stream and locate conservatives outside
it. He wants to take the founders from
the right and baptize the unreconstructed
entitlement state and the progressive
agenda in the American creed.

In Obama's telling, the high points
of our national life are found in collec-
tive action, in the growth of govern-
ment, in teachers trained and roads built.
"Now, more than ever," he declared, "we
must do these things together, as one na-
tion and one people."

He presented his agenda as the log-
ical consequence of the Declaration of
Independence's enunciation of the
equality of all men and our right to life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness. For
Obama, that means equal-pay legisla-
tion, gay marriage and amnesty for ille-
gal immigrants. He included a long
passage on the necessity of fighting cli-
mate change with transformative energy
policies. "That's what will lend mean-
ing," he said, "to the creed our fathers
once declared." (One wonders what
Thomas Jefferson would have made of
the argument that his handiwork is
meaningless absent federal subsidies for
the likes of Solyndra.)

According to President Obama, en-
titlements like Medicare and Social Se-
curity don't merely represent a necessary
safety net for the vulnerable. "They free
us to take the risks that make this coun-
try great," he maintained, in a highly
imaginative interpretation of these pro-
grams.

All of his bows to modesty were
formalistic. He mentioned "outworn
programs," without even promising to
eliminate any. He said we have always

President Obama's Re-Founding

“... one
revolutionary

idea still burns
in the hearts

of men and
women

everywhere: A
society where

man is not
beholden to
government;

government is
beholden to

man.”

Guest Editorial

had a suspicion of central authority, but
of course he didn't endorse it. He said we
don't have to settle the debate over the
size of government once and for all,
while insisting that we keep expanding
it on his own terms.

All in all, it was a brazen perform-
ance, as audacious in intent as it was
banal in its expression. He used the
founders' authority to advance an expan-
sive conception of American govern-
ment that would have been
unrecognizable to them. Amid the pomp
and the circumstances, Republicans
should have heard a direct challenge.
The president did them, and everyone
else, the favor of enunciating the battle
lines and the stakes of the fights to
come.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National
Review.

(c) 2013 by King Features Synd., Inc.
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Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

3535 S. Temperance • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Tom and Maria at
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Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!

2/
13

2
/1

3

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
• Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com

Ranchos Dental Care
& Orthodontics
37144 Avenue 12 #104
Madera Ranchos

www.ranchosdental.net
559-645-5320
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Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

Ranchos Plate Already Filling Up

The Stock Report

By Audrey Stock

Hi neighbors,
February is a short month to have so

much going on. We kicked off the month
on Feb. 2 with Groundhog’s Day. By the
way, the Groundhog didn’t see his shadow
this year so we are supposed to have an
early spring. Next we had President Lin-
coln’s birthday, followed by Ash Wednes-
day, then Valentine’s Day (I hope you had
the chance to tell
someone that you
loved them) and the
fairly new federal
holiday called Pres-
ident’s Day on Feb.
18. This is a special
year for the Ran-
chos/Hills Seniors
because we end the
month of February
with a trip for 93
seniors on the
“Snow Train” to
Reno, Nevada.

Now that February is almost over are
you ready for the month of March? We al-
ways wish for rain in March and April for
our gardens and flowers. We just have to
wait and see how that turns out. This year
we start with Friday, March 1 bringing
the annual local Chamber of Commerce
Crab Feed. I hope that you have all
bought your tickets to this great
fundraiser. Tickets are only $45 or if you
get a table for 10 tickets are only $40
each. Check out the big ad in this paper
for more details. March 10 is when Day-
light Savings Time begins, then it is time
for St. Patrick’s Day (when we should all
wear green on March 17) then three days
later on March 20 is the first day of
spring. We end the month of March this
year with Easter Sunday being on March
31. Easter is early this year and I have
never figured out why it can’t be the same
time each year.

I just found out something that was a
complete surprise to me. I wonder if you
know about this? Liberty High football
players this year will get Valley Champi-
onship rings. This is just like the Super
Bowl football players who receive a ring
when they win the Super Bowl. Congrat-
ulations again to the Liberty High foot-
ball team for being the Football CIF
Central Valley Division 5 Champions.
Liberty High has had so many winning

teams to be proud of. A group of teachers
and parents want to establish a method
for honoring Liberty High’s top student
athletes and individuals who have made
a positive impact on the local community.
These students would provide the role
models for today’s and tomorrow’s stu-
dent athletes. This group believes that as
a result, there will be an increased aware-
ness and pride in Liberty High athletes of
the past and present. To make this happen

this group wants to
establish a “Liberty
High School Hall of
Fame.” I think this
is a good idea if it
includes both boy
and girl athletes in
all of the sports.

I believe that in
the last Ranchos In-
dependent I told you
about the new slate
of officers for the
Ranchos/Hills Sen-
iors so now I will

tell you about the new slate of officers for
2013 of the local Golden Valley Chamber
of Commerce:

President: Verlin Dill
Vice President: Don Foster
Recording Secretary: Audrey Stock
Treasurer: Virginia Vick
Past President: Ollie Ridge
Board Members include Randy Bai-

ley, Lisa Haney, Cindy Ceja, Paula Stu-
art, Leann Fursman and Javier Felix.

These people have been working to
organize the Annual Crab Feed on Friday,
March 1. As soon as the Crab Feed is over
the members will start working on the de-
tails of putting on the Flatlander’s Day
Parade. The theme this year for the pa-
rade is “Ranchos: Local and Lovin’ It.”
So get your thinking caps on and put your
ideas together for your float for the pa-
rade that will be held on May 11 this year.
Save that date and make the Ranchos
proud with your float.

Happy Easter everyone it is just
around the corner. If you would like to
have an especially made Easter basket for
that special child, you can put in your
order at the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center.
Just come by the center at 37330 Berk-
shire Drive from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Monday
through Friday and sign up if you want a
basket for a girl or a boy, or you could
call 645-4864 and give Joann your order.

The theme this year for the
[Flatlanders Day] parade is “Ran-
chos: Local and Lovin’ It.” So get
your thinking caps on and put your
ideas together for your float for the
parade that will be held on May 11
this year. Save that date and make
the Ranchos proud with your float.
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SAND & GRAVEL •
CRUSHED ROCK •

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •

HUMUS •
BARK •
CHIPS •

RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •

COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •

CONSTRUCTION
CLEANUP •

559-645-5363
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

chadstrucking.com
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It warms my heart when I can be wit-
ness to that glorious moment when logic
and reason dons on someone for the first
time. Whether you have spent just mo-
ments laying out your argument, or even
years trying to get through to someone,
when everything finally clicks into place,
birds sing, flowers bloom, a halo of light
surrounds the person and a distant choir
singing “Hallelujah” fills the air.

They get it. They finally get it.
I have a friend who always thought I

was a little on the cold-hearted side for
being a card carrying, conservative mem-
ber of the Republican Party. She calls me
the Tin-Man, which is fine with me, be-
cause at least I have a brain. In any event,
her biggest beef with me was always the
issue I take with the idea of redistribution
of wealth and the vast number of social
programs that take my money and pass it
out among the masses, many of whom are
taking advantage of the system to avoid
working for a liv-
ing. I believe in
helping your fellow
man. I believe in
giving to charities
and donating your
money and time to
those less fortunate.
I believe there are
many people who
only use social pro-
grams to provide
for their family while they get back on
their feet and back to work. What I don’t
believe in is using the money I work very
hard for to create a society of takers who
make absolutely no effort to give back to
the people who support them. When gov-
ernment makes it more appealing to stay at
home on the couch and pop out an endless
stream of babies because there are no
repercussions, and a seemingly endless
supply of programs at your disposal to
keep food in the pantry and cable on tele-
vision. Heck, if you have decided to live
with the co-parent of your children but not
marry, there is the added benefit of an extra
income in the home that is not included
when filing for these handouts. All in all, it
makes me a little sick to the ol’ stomach to
know that my money, and the money of
hard-working Americans everywhere, is
going directly into the pockets of these
charlatans.

This friend of mine truly believed I
had made up this world of twits and trolls
stalking me in the night, waiting for just
the right moment to pounce and run away
with half my paycheck. That I had con-

If I Only Had a Brain ...

cocted these thieves and hooligans from
my own twisted imagination, only good
and honest people were accepting help
from the government. Then she went to
work for the county in the welfare depart-
ment. She works as an intake officer,
which basically means she is on the front
lines in the war against my paycheck.
Every day she deals with a large number
of people attempting to get on the govern-
ment dole. After only a few months in her
new position, I could see the tide starting to
turn. Suddenly she was face to face with

very real people
taking advantage of
the system; these
same people she
thought didn’t exist,
or at least existed
only in miniscule
numbers, were now
crossing her desk
weekly – some-
times daily. It didn’t
take long for her

demeanor to change and next thing I know
I’m getting texts and calls complaining

about the hordes of people she has to
deal with that are trying to bilk the system.

Interesting … I could have sworn that
I had made the whole thing up.

She started telling me stories about
what she had to deal with. The woman who
wanted the government to pay for day care
for one of her children because two at
home was just too much for her to handle.
The woman who wanted food stamps for
her family, even though she had a two in-
come household, because there wasn’t
enough left over to pay her new car pay-
ment or cable. Or the woman who wanted
to be paid a caregiver’s fee for staying
home to raise her own children. And these
are the people honest enough, or perhaps
someone would say naïve enough, to tell
the welfare office the whole story. Those
lowlife miscreants who lie and cheat to
keep their hands in the welfare pie aren’t
so easily caught and cut off. But still, the
point is that she started seeing these peo-

And there it was.
That moment when all the stars

aligned and she finally got it. There
wasn’t much to say, so I simply
smiled at her. It looks like the
scarecrow had a brain all along.
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An Apple a Day Will Keep the
Doctor Away – We have heard that
al l our l ives, and I have often
wondered where that saying came
from so I went searching on the in-
ternet . Sure enough, I found it .
According to “Phrase Finder” the
original phrase was “Eat an Apple
Upon Going to Bed, and You’l l
Keep the Doctor From Earning His
Bread,” originated in Wales in
Feb. 1866. In 1913 it was changed
to the version we know today.

I can remember my grandpa
would always buy a couple of lugs
of apples from the fruit peddler in
the fal l every year. They would
then store most of them in the fruit
cellar, but leave
a large supply
in the house.
A p p l e s a u c e ,
apple pies –
both baked and
fried – apple
butter, and es-
pecially peeling
and slicing or
scraping them
by the fire in
the living room
before going to
bed.

Do you
serve the same
side dishes
every time you
serve a certain meat dish? My
mom always served creamed peas
and carrots and “broasted” pota-
toes with meat loaf; canned
spinach with fish; and with pork –
either a roast or chops – there was
always applesauce.

I’ve told you I don’t l ike to
make pie crust. I like apple pie if
someone else cooks it – especially
my nephew Adam. If I have apples
to cook, I wil l make an Apple
Crisp.

Apple Crisp
Preheat oven to 375
Filling:
6 cups peeled and chopped tart

apples
(this wil l take about 2 ½

pounds)
Juice of ½ lemon
3 T granulated sugar

Topping:
½ C Flour
¼ C granulated sugar
¼ C packed brown sugar
½ tsp cinnamon
½ tsp nutmeg
1/8 tsp salt
6 T butter, cut into pieces
1/3 C old fashioned oatmeal
1/3 C chopped nuts (optional)
Butter or spray an 8 inch

square baking dish.
Put all the topping ingredients

in bowl and mix with two forks (or
your hands) unti l mixture resem-

bles coarse
meal . Set aside
while preparing
the filling.

Place pre-
pared apples,
lemon juice and
sugar in large
bowl and toss
unti l apples are
coated. Pour
evenly into pre-
pared baking
dish. Spread the
topping evenly
over apples.
Bake 30-40
minutes unti l
top is golden

brown and apples are done. Let sit
about 30 minutes before serving.

Adam’s Apple Pie
Pie Crust:
2 C flour
1 ½ tsp salt
2/3 C shortening
½ C ice water
Mix together flour, sal t and

shortening with pastry cutter until
like meal. Add water and mix into
a ball . This will be a lit t le moist,
but when you put i t onto floured
board and flour before roll ing, i t
should be perfect. Cut in half, and
roll each piece to a circle just
larger than the 9” pie plate.

Filling:
3 to 3 ½ pounds peeled and

sliced tart cooking apples

by Jean Briner

AnApple a Day

Please see RECIPE on P. 9

There is a websi te that
gives “Nine Reasons Why an
Apple a Day Real ly Does
Keep the Doctor Away.”
Among the reasons are: Ap-
ples contain Vitamin C; they
help prevent heart disease;
they are low in calories; they
help lower bad choles terol
and increase good choles-
terol ; and they help prevent
tooth decay.

2/13

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Sunday Worship Service 10:15 a.m.

come meet friends!

Golden Valley Baptist Church

12414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos · 559-645-1700

Mansel Trimble is the new pastor at Golden Valley
Baptist Church. Come say “hello” to Mansel.

call

664455--PPEETTSS
to make your grooming appointments now
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37221 Ave. 12 #1C
in the Maywood Center in the Madera Ranchos

Say you saw it in 
the Ranchos Independent

10%OFF

2/
13

with this coupon • EXP 3-15-13

217-0703

Mon-Sat 10 a.m - 5:30 p.m.

37164 Ave. 12 #103
nneexxtt  ddoooorr  ttoo  TThhee  CCooffffeeee  SSppoott  

CClloosseedd  SSuunnddaayyss

36734 AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTO ACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

1/13

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $25!
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If you need more space ...
Thee Woodshop is here to help!

FREE!
ESTIMATES and DELIVERY

in the Madera Ranchos
Fast turnaround time • Perfect for Adults
Campsites • Firehouses • Dorm Rooms

Thee Woodshop •250-7726

Custom Made • Solid Wood
Bunk Beds •Murphy Beds

Lifetime Guarantee

2/
13

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

2 T flour
2 tsp cinnamon
1 C Sugar
4-5 pats butter
Mix together apples, flour, cin-

namon and sugar in large bowl.
Pour into pie plate on top of bottom
crust. Add butter randomly on top of
apples. Put top layer on and crimp
edges to seal . Cut air vents in top
(before putt ing on top of apples,
you could be fancy and cut apple
shapes in top crust)

Bake in preheated 350 oven for
1 hour.

Ollia Ridge gave me this recipe

– sounds wonderful and you don’t
even have to peel and slice apples.

Vonda’s Apple Cake
Preheat oven to 350
Mix the following ingredients

together:
2 C flour
2 C sugar
1 can apple pie filling
½ C oil
1 tsp salt
2 tsp cinnamon
2 tsp baking soda
2 eggs
1 ½ C raisins
1 ½ C chopped walnuts
Pour into 9x13 pan and bake for

about 45 minutes.
There is a website that gives

“Nine Reasons Why an Apple a Day
Really Does Keep the Doctor
Away.” Among the reasons are: Ap-
ples contain Vitamin C; they help
prevent heart disease; they are low
in calories; they help lower bad
cholesterol and increase good cho-
lesterol; and they help prevent tooth
decay. So keep eating those apples.
You have lots of choices: yellow,
green and all shades of red and all
the way from tart to sweet.

Before I close this art icle, I
want to put on a different hat . I
want to talk to the residents of the
Ranchos (this includes the
Bonadelle, and Rolling Hills areas)
about the Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce. As you have no doubt
heard by now, the annual Crab Feed
is coming up on March 1. I t is the
one big annual fundraiser for the
chamber. You can purchase a ticket
or a book of tickets from any mem-
ber of the chamber and for $45 you
get huge amounts of salad, pasta
and crab. PLUS, you get to see old
friends and meet new ones. Oh,
there’s one other thing: YOU GET
TO HELP THE CHAMBER! Trust
me, it is money well spent.

While I’m on the subject of the
Chamber, I want to let you know
that the Chamber could use your
help. With the Crab Feed coming up
this Friday, March 1, there is a list
of “chores” that need volunteers to
fi l l . Just cal l the Chamber at 645-
4001 and ask how you can help. In
addition to the chores, the Chamber
also needs i tems for the two auc-
tions.

This article first appeared in the
February 2010 issue of the Ranchos
Independent.

2/
13

RECIPE cont. from P. 8
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Whether you find satisfaction in putting
away warm towels fresh from the dryer, and
clean, neatly folding T-shirts or your clean
laundry stays in piles that look very similar to
your dirty piles (but smell better), laundry is a
necessary part of each of our lives. Here are a
fewtips tomakeyour laundryexperienceeven
better, or if you’re of the second category, just
a little more bearable.

First, make your laundry room or area of
thegarageapleasantplace.Paint it a funcolor,
andaddsomecutedecorations.For ideasgoto
Google Images and
search “cute laundry
rooms.”

Get the basics
(detergent, fabric
softener or sheets,
bleach, etc.) off the
dryer-top or floor
and create a home
for them. Since
we’re more likely to
put stuff away if it’s
easy, I recommend
an open shelf just
above the washer and dryer. If you prefer it
hidden, a cabinet with doors works too.

I refill a medium size detergent bottle
with my Costco-size supply and keep the
smaller one on my shelf and the refill in the
garage. It’s easier to handle and fits nicely on
theshelf. I alsohaveasmallbasket formyfab-
ric softener sheets and keep the big box in the
cabinet above.

Your supply shelf is a good place for a
small container for the ChapSticks, hair ac-
cessories, coins and bills retrieved from pock-
ets prior to washing. (Remember – finder’s
keepers!)

Create a boundary for storing single
socks.This might be another container placed
on the shelf or in the cabinet.Acute Pinterest
idea is tacking a two-foot string to the laundry
roomwallandclothes-pinning thesinglesocks
there.Thatwayfamilymemberscaneasilysee
andretrieve them.Stenciledon thewall above
string it read “Department of Missing Socks”
and underneath “no sock left behind.”

If single sock prevention is your goal,

consider “sock locks” or use large safety pins
tosecuresocks together.Anevenbetter idea is
giving each family member his/her own la-
beled, zippered mesh laundry bag, like those
used for delicates. Each person’s socks run
through the washer and dryer in his/her own
bag. Eliminates extra sorting too.

Ifyouhavefrontloadingmachines,consider
placingacountertopoverthem.Thismakesagreat
foldingstation,portableironingstationandwork-
spaceforschoolorhomeprojects.

To air-dry delicate clothes consider a re-
tractabledryingrack thatmounts to thewall,or
a retractable clothesline. If your shelf extends
beyond your washer and dryer, mount a bath
towelbarunderneath theshelf tohangclothes.
For extended hanging space install a closet
hanging rod wall to wall, or if the space is
small, a showercurtain rodwillwork.Placing
a row of hooks on the wall also provides a
place for hanging clothes and saves space be-
cause they hang flat against the wall.

Fortunately we’re not living in the age of
ironingsheetsand tea towels,but therearestill
times when an iron and board are useful. The
over-the-door fold-down ironing board sim-
plifies the process. I have mine on the closet

door since I first like
to give our clothes a
chance to reach a
“good enough” state
hanging on their
own. Keep your iron
andanyother ironing
supplieswithin reach
of your board.

Another cool
online idea is the
“laundry basket
dresser.” This stores

three laundry baskets like drawers so you can
sort your laundry and not take up a lot of floor
space. You can find pictures and how-to in-
structions at
www.infarrantlycreative.net/2012/02/laundry-
basket-dresser.html.

Finally, seta laundryschedule.Somepre-
fer a laundry day or days so there are days
when theydon’thave to thinkabout laundryat
all. Others prefer the routine of doing a load a
day. Figure out what works best for you and
stick with it.

To ensure that the clean laundry is put
away,placeeveryone’son theirbedsandmake
putting it away part of the bedtime routine,
rather than a separate chore.

Wishing you “loads” of fun!

You can contact Brenda McElroy to have
questionsansweredatOrganizedbyChoice(be-
cause things don’t always fall into place) at P.O.
Box26152,Fresno,CA93729,oryoucanemail
her at info@organizedby choice.com, visit her
websitewww.organizedbychoice.comorshecan
be reached by phone at 559-871-3314.

Laundry - Loads of Fun!

... set a laundry schedule. Some
prefer a laundry day or days so there
are days when they don’t have to think
about laundry at all. Others prefer the
routine of doing a load a day. Figure
out what works best for you and stick
with it.

Do you want to take control of your health?
Our mission as a company is to teach people to
live more healthy, productive lives and share with

others the blessing of a lifetime of wellness.

Doterra Certified Pure Therapeutic Grade Essential Oils
can improve your health, increase your energy, fight viruses and so much more.

Call me to find out how these oils can help you!
Tina Shannon

Independent Product Consultant

645-4948 or 430-7131
www.mydoterra.com/tinashannon

email Damaw3@yahoo.com

call

2/13

"I have an OIL for that"
Part-time/Full-time help needed.

Would you like to work from home?
Be your own boss? Set your own hours?

If you said yes to these questions
then let me show you how. Call today!

LEGAL NOTICE
“MADERA COUNTY HAS DECLARED THAT THE GROWTH

AND ACCUMULATION OF WEEDS IN THE UNINCORPORATED
AREAS OF THE COUNTY POSES A FIRE SAFETY AND PUBLIC
HEALTH RISK AND THEREFORE HAS DECLARED WEEDS A SEA-
SONAL AND RECURRING NUISANCE. THE RESPONSIBILITY TO
ABATE SUCH NUISANCE LIES WITH THE INDIVIDUAL PROP-
ERTY OWNER. THIS YEAR THIS NUISANCE MUST BE ABATED
ON OR BEFORE MAY 1, 2013.”

Due to the weed regrowth and the continual hazard throughout the summer
HAZARDABATEMENT MUST BE MAINTAINED THROUGHOUT THE
FIRE SEASON. This may require REDISCING/HAZARD ABATEMENT
MORE THAN ONCE AS WEEDS AND HAZARDS MAY RETURN.

2/13

Bob Hopkinscall
683-4648 or 760-4843
visit our website at www.campora.com

2/
13
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St. Patrick’s Day Party
Sunday, March 17

Corned Beef & Cabbage
with Red Potatoes
3-6 p.m. • $5 per Plate

Karaoke with DJ Pat • 6-10 p.m.

37275 Ave. 12 • Madera Ranchos • 395-4873

2/
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Say you saw it in
the Ranchos Independent

HUGE PARKING LOT SALE
Saturday, Mar. 2 • 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Now&Again Thrift&Gift Shop • 645-0013

Lots ofOutdoor Decorations& Items (New&Used)

37184Ave. 12Ste. 104 (next toPizza Factory) •Not your ordinary thrift shop
Closed Su-Tu •We&Fr 10:30 a.m.-5 p.m. • Th 12:30-7p.m. • Sa9a.m.-3p.m.

We haveNEW, used, vintage, retro, antique and collectable items.
Furniture • Appliances • Kitchenware • Glassware • HomeDecor
Clothing • Books • Material&Yarn • Jewelry andmuchmore!

We currently have a large collection of sago palms, pots,
fountains and bird baths. Lots of great gift ideas.

We also carry gift bags, ribbon, tissue and gift cards.

Come in and find your Treasures - youwill be pleasantly suprised

2/13

ple for herself. The massive amounts of peo-
ple who just wanted money they didn’t earn.

Little by little reality was sinking in: her
money, that she had worked so hard for, was
being shipped by the sackful into a govern-
ment program that was so flawed it barely
knows where all the money is going. The
moment finally came over lunch one after-
noon. She was complaining about one of the
cases she had to deal with, a woman who had
no business being on welfare so bitter and
angry with being denied that she stood there
yelling at my friend for a half hour, and then
she said it, “Why does she think she deserves
my money? I work for it, you work for it.
Why do I have to pay her bills? No one pays
mine.”

And there it was.
That moment when all the stars aligned

and she finally got it. There wasn’t much to
say, so I simply smiled at her. It looks like
the scarecrow had a brain all along.

GEN WHY cont. from P. 7

Progress not Perfection

By Mike Bailey

For most of my adult life, I havealways be-
lieved in the definition of luck being this: Luck
is where preparation meets opportunity.There is
a whole lot of truth to that, however there is an-
other side to luck. Be it the 10 percent grey area
that comes with everything or just dumb luck,
not until recently have I realized that luck does
play a part in everyone’s life.

On Super Bowl Sunday, luck did rear its
head on my behalf. Now believe me, I know the
49ers lost, but this is where the luck comes in as
pointed out by my
cousin and friend,
someone I hold very
dear to my heart. He
has been through a lot
lately and he made the
sacrifices where
needed, chose disci-
pline over his own de-
sires and his wants and
needs were put way be-
hind those of others.
Right after the game I
was a little bent out of shape, to say the least.
But, I happened toperuseoneofmySuperBowl
pools and realized that when the Ravens stepped
out of bounds for the safety, that gave me the
winning score.There was not one hint of prepa-
ration in that. It was by all ways and means
dumb luck. Shortly after I noticed this, I went
around and shared what just happened with my
family and friends who were all still there. That
is when my cousin said, “There it goes again,

your team just lost the Super Bowl and you
come out smelling like a rose. Mike Bailey the
luckiest man ever.” That got me to think, and
think I did for the next few days of just how
lucky, or blessed, I truly have been.

While I was in rehab, there was a supervi-
sor at the SalvationArmy that I would talk with.
She would try to get across to me that my situa-
tion could have always been worse. Being stuck
in my own personal pity party I could not quite
see her point. In retrospect I see now exactly
what she was talking about.

Through the years of my abuse of myself I
have been very lucky.
Things could have
been a lot worse. I be-
lieve this with every-
thing in me that God
was doing for me what
I could not do for my-
self. All those morn-
ings when I awoke and
had zero memory of
how I got home some-
thing or someone saw
to it that I had arrived

safely.All the times I took handfuls of pills and
washed it down with vodka, God was there to
make sure I made it through. Driving drunk
thousands of times and never once hurting any-
one. How else do you explain it? I had to be in-
credibly lucky or was bestowed a huge blessing.

My supervisor at Salvation Army would
also tell me that God had a great plan for me.

The Luckiest Man, and I Mean it, Ever

“There it goes again, your team
just lost the Super Bowl and you come
out smelling like a rose. Mike Bailey
the luckiest man ever.” That got me to
think, and think I did for the next few
days of just how lucky, or blessed, I
truly have been.

Please see LUCKY on P. 17
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STEP RIGHT UP AND MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR MAY4TH! THE SIERRA VIEW CARNIVAL FEATURES ACAR SHOW, FOOD, GAMES & MORE!
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Grand Opening March 1, 2, 3 & 4

14794 HWY 41 #1

THEN & NOW

822-4665

10% OFF of EVERYTHING!

Antiques • Collectibles
Furniture & Clothing

New & Used

with this coupon • good the entire month of March, 2013

(next to Sumner Peck Ranch Fruit Stand at Ave. 15)

OPEN
11 a.m. - 6 p.m.

every Friday-Saturday
Sunday-Monday

2/
13

CHICK PULLETS
$5 each

14566 HWY 41 • 559-822-4882 2/13

A FEED FOR

EVERY
NEED
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♣

Books a mess? Taxman knocking on your door?

Paul H. Cameron

Need help with your current or
past years’ tax returns?

call

12443 Fernwood Drive, Madera Ranchos

645-5136office
706-1677cell

email: Pcam47@msn.com
2/13

OVER

35 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Business Services • CTEC and IRSRegistered Return Preparer

2
/1

3

You can do it yourself or have the
pros at Madera Glass & Mirror
take care of your window repairs.

Madera Glass & Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980’s. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

Gotbrokenscreens?MaderaGlass
& Mirror has the expertise to make
quick work of any screen repair.

Glass for picture frames is a spe-
cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
a broken one or complete a project.

Say you saw it in
the Ranchos Independent

ByPerryWatkins

“Kiwanis international is a global or-
ganization of volunteers dedicated to chang-
ing the world one child one community at a
time.”

Autumn Brantley is no ordinary 10-
year-old. Since she was two, she has lived
with a rare autoimmune disease called
sideroblastic anemia which requires her
to obtain blood transfusions every two
weeks. While she awaits her second bone
marrow transplant in two years, the Ki-
wanis Club sought to make the time she
spends at home as magical as possible.

After seeing an episode of the televi-
sion show “Secret Millionaire,” a show in
which millionaires visit impoverished
communities and provide assistance, past
club President Roseann Jones conceived
of the idea to con-
duct bedroom
makeovers for chil-
dren with debilitat-
ing diseases. The
club connected
with Autumn,
whose disease
forces her to spend
nearly all of her
time at her family’s
small home where
her immune system
is less likely to be
compromised.

Jones’ aston-
ishment at the com-
munity’s receptiveness to Project
Pleasant Dreams’ first annual recipient is
overwhelmingly evident. “The commu-
nity is really coming together,” she said.
“Autumn is a wonderful girl with such a
wonderful personality.”

Designed with Autumn’s input, the
boldly colorful new bedroom will truly be
the result of a community’s generosity. At
a benefit dinner held in her honor, the
club raised $3,500, more than tripling its
goal. Businesses and individuals have do-
nated their time and supplies, offering
flooring, murals and compassion to a
family that has endured a difficult jour-
ney.

This is an example of the direct gen-
erosity of Kiwanis Members and com-
munity members in one club. Our local
Kiwanis Club in the Ranchos has also
helped local children and families di-
rectly, particularly when faced with hard-
ships like serious illness or sudden

economic devastation. We don’t often
publish the names of families or individ-
uals we help because the purpose is not
to advertise their personal issues. Our
goal is simply to help them when they
need it most. As the young people would
say, “We don’t put them on blast.” We
also love to recognize the positive efforts
and achievements of kids in our commu-
nity. Many things, large and small, be-
come the focus of our attention from
assisting sports teams to planting flowers.
If you have any ideas to make our little
community better for our children please
let us know. We might be right there with
you.

If you know of any local garden that
might be featured in a Garden Show com-
ing up early this summer, then please let
Kiwanis know about it. We are looking
for outstanding local gardens for recog-

nition.
F l a t l a n d e r s

Day is coming to
the Ranchos May
11. We are already
making plans for
the Ranchos Flat-
landers Day Pa-
rade and Event.
There will be a lot
of food and fun at
the annual event,
Saturday, May 11.

Kiwanis exists
solelyforthepurposeof
making a difference in

thelivesofothers,particularlychildren.Wearelook-
ing for people at least 18 years old who are inter-
estedinservingthecommunity,makingnewfriends,
andhavingfunwithapurpose.Ifyouareinterested,
contactPresidentJohnGlueckat559-706-5215.We
meet thefirstThursdayofeverymonthat6:45a.m.
atTheCoffeeSpotandeveryThursdaythereafterat
6:30p.m.attheRanchosPizzaFactory.Comejoin
usatameetingforfunandfellowshipandseewhat
beingaKiwanianisallabout.

Quietly Helping a Community
Kiwanis Korner

www.ranchoskiwanis.com
Board Members:

President: Marie Cameron
Vice President: Mona Silva
Secretary: Virginia Vick
Treasurer: Perry Watkins

Board of Directors:
John Glueck, Mona Diaz, Ollia Ridge,
Debbie Farr, John Herrera, MaryAnn
Parks, Joliene Mason.

We also love to recognize the
positive efforts and achievements
of kids in our community. Many
things, large and small, become the
focus of our attention from assist-
ing sports teams to planting flow-
ers. If you have any ideas to make
our little community better for our
children please let us know. We
might be right there with you.
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Golden Valley Chamber
Annual Crab Feed “500” Sponsors

New Chamber Board

Bedrock Engineering
CM&N Nursery • Liberty Groves

North Fork Rancheria
Pistoresi Ambulance • Vulcan Materials

Pres.: Verlin Dill - VDI Services
V.P.: Don Foster - Creative Catering
Sec.: Audrey Stock
Treas.: Virginia Vick
Past Pres.: Ollia Ridge

Board Members
3-Year: Randy Bailey - Ranchos Inde-

Be a Crab Feed “500” Sponsor
Is your business going to the Crab Feed? For $500 you get a table
for 10, get to put your company banner up at the event, have your
name listed at every table, have your table introduced at the event

and be listed in the Ranchos Independent. Call 645-4001.

Your Chamber of Commerce
This information is brought to you by your Golden Valley Chamber
of Commerce, representing businesses and individuals in the
Madera Ranchos and beyond. Find out more about your Chamber at
37167 Ave. 12 #5C or call them at 645-4001.

The 10th Annual Chamber

Friday, March 1 • 6 p.m.

At the beautiful DANTE CLUB
No-Host Bar •Dancing •Auctions

Your $45 ticket includes Crab, Salad, Pasta, Bread and Dessert!
Tables of 10 are available for your Business or Group. Business Sponsorships are also available. Call for info.

Proceeds go to the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce. The Annual Crab Feed always sells out so get your tickets early!
You can get your tickets at the Chamber office, the Ranchos Independent, Ranchos Pizza Factory or the Ranchos Café.

Call the Chamber for more information. 645-4001 2/13

pendent; Lisa Haney - Haney
Chiropractic
2-Year: Cindy Ceja - Vulcan
Materials; Paula Stuart - Now
& Again Thrift & Gift Shop
1-Year: Leann Fursman -
Skin Elegance; Javier Felix -
Madera Ranchos Barbershop
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By Andy Alvarado

The Nation has been shaken with the
recent Connecticut school shooting and,
more recently, the incident at Taft High
School near Bakersfield. High profile
acts of violence, particularly in schools,
can confuse and frighten children who
may feel in danger or worry that their
friends or loved-ones are at risk. They
will look to adults for information and
guidance on how to react. Parents and
school personnel can help children feel
safe by establishing a sense of normalcy
and security and talking with them about
their fears.

With the swell of media attention, we
all struggle to understand why these
events happen and, more importantly,
how they can be prevented. Be assured,
the schools in our community are very
pro-active in regards to dealing with
school safety and crisis prevention issues.
A regular review of communication sys-
tems within the school district and with
community responders is conducted.

The National Association of School
Psychologists indicates the importance of
emphasizing that our schools are very
safe. Recent trends have found that
school violence nationwide is declining.

Statistically, less than one percent of vi-
olent acts are “school associated.” It is
reassuring to know that the schools in
Golden Valley are very safe.

Some suggested points to emphasize
when talking to children may include:

1. School staff work with parents
and public safety providers (local police
and fire departments, emergency respon-
ders, etc.) to keep you safe.

2. Drills are conducted regularly at
all of the school sites to prepare for emer-
gency situations.

3. School safety policies and crisis
prevention efforts are annually updated
and reviewed by school safety commit-
tees which include parents, district ad-
ministration, the School Board and the
leaders of local response agencies.

4. We all play a role in school
safety. It is important to be observant and
let an adult know if you see or hear
something that makes you feel uncom-
fortable, nervous or frightened.

5. There is a difference between re-
porting, tattling or gossiping. You can
provide important information that may
prevent harm either directly or anony-
mously by telling a trusted adult what
you know or hear.

6. Don’t dwell on the worst possi-
bilities. Although there is no absolute
guarantee that something bad will never
happen, it is important to understand the
difference between the possibility of
something happening and the probability
that it will affect our schools.

7. Senseless violence is hard for
everyone to understand. Doing things
that you enjoy, sticking to your normal
routine, and being with friends and fam-
ily help make us feel better and keep us
from worrying about the event.

8. Limit television viewing of these
events. Developmentally inappropriate
information can cause anxiety or confu-
sion, particularly in young children.
Adults need to be mindful of the context
of conversations that they have with each
other in front of children, even teenagers,
and limit their exposure to vengeful,

hateful, and angry comments that might
be misunderstood.

Below are selections of prevention
activities currently taking place and reg-
ularly reviewed in our schools:

1. Limited access to school building
(designated entrance with all other access
points locked from the exterior).

2. Monitoring and supervision of
people entering and leaving campus.

3. Strong partnership with the local
law enforcement.

4. Monitoring of school guests (re-
port to main office, sign in, wear badges,
report unfamiliar people to school office).

5. Crisis plans and preparedness
training (regular review of plans and sim-
ulation drills; training teachers and other
staff in how to respond to students’ ques-
tions, crisis awareness).

6. Creating a safe, supportive school
climate that provides school-wide be-
havioral expectations, caring school cli-
mate programs, positive interventions,
counseling support, and violence preven-
tion programs (bully-proofing, social
skill development, conflict mediation).

7. Threat assessment and risk-as-
sessment meetings conducted with the
local law enforcement and agencies.

8. Regularly scheduled school pre-
paredness drills (lock down, duck and
cover and fire).

Open communication between home
and school is critical to the safety and
well-being of the students and your chil-
dren. Be assured that our number one pri-
ority is the safety of your children. Let us
know if you have concerns, questions, or
suggestions about school policies or your
child’s safety.

At this time, our goal is to reassure
students that although there is always a
possibility of violence occurring in a
school, the probability of a school expe-
riencing a high profile violent act is ex-
tremely low. It is important that we focus
on maintaining our normal routines and
activities. Keeping to regular schedule
can be reassuring and promote physical
health.

School Safety Review at Golden Valley Unified

Golden Valley Unified School District
Superintendent, Andy Alvarado.

Parents are encouraged to bring their
child to registration because assessments
will be given during the registration
process.

In order to register your child, parents
need the following:
1. The child must be five by September 1,
2013. Parents will need to bring in the
child’s birth certificate to verify this.
2. The child’s immunization record show-
ing that the child is up-to-date on all shots.

A. TB Test (A GVUSD Requirement)
B. Polio (4)
C. Diphtheria, Tetanus, Pertussis (5)
D. Measles, Mumps, Rubella (2)
E. Hepatitis B (3)
F. Varicella (Chicken Pox) (1)

3. Proof of residency within the Golden
Valley Unified School District boundaries.

A. This can be a utility bill, tax records,
rental agreement, etc.
4. A completed registration packet.

Webster Elementary -- 645-1322
March 1, 2013 beginning at 9 a.m. —

Registration packets can be picked up
Monday through Friday between 7:30
a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Webster Office be-
ginning Feb. 12. if they are to be filled
out and ready to bring in March 1. In ad-
dition, if there are any concerns about im-
munization records and would like to
verify that the child has all of the neces-
sary shots before March 1, please feel
free to bring the immunization card to the
office.

Sierra View Elementary -- 645-1122
March 1, 2013 – 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. or

contact office for an appointment on that
day. Please call the school office at 645-
1122 to schedule an appointment and pick
up a registration packet. In addition, if
there are any concerns about immuniza-
tion records and would like to verify that
the child has all of the necessary shots be-
fore March 1, please feel free to bring the
immunization card to the office.

Sign Ups Begin
For GVUSD
Kindergarten
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WE’RE ON THE WEB!
Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.

Get fully downloadable back issues of
the Ranchos Independent

(beginning with April 2006).
Learn how you can add your

Ranchos-area business to this site!2/
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By Verlaine Elinburg

As I grow older and am at the last quar-
ter of life, I am fighting the bulge of the belly,
and am on a quest to challenge Mother Na-
ture. The latest fad is “Wheat Belly,” so I am
researching wheat. The subject is whether
wheat is good for you. The latest argument
has been around since about 2000. There are
many articles both pro and con and it is amaz-
ing the different views that are presented, re-
minding me of the arguments of democrats
and republicans.

Who do I believe? The “pro” is you have
to make sacrifices and work hard to accom-
plish what is good for you. The “con” is go
with the flow and government will decide
what is good for you.

What it all comes down to is the wheat
today is not the same stuff that was grown in
earlier years. Recent hybridization, or cross-
breeding of plants – among other things – has
increased the amount
of protein in wheat.
Some of the protein is
gluten, which is diffi-
cult to digest. Also,
modern agricultural
practices rely on chem-
ical fertilizers and pes-
ticides that produce a
much less nutritious
product than grain
raised in ancient times
on more natural fertile
soil. Last comes the
fact that while going
through my food items, I’ve discovered wheat
is being added to an unimaginably wide range
of products. I think I will be able to handle
this task of avoiding wheat for six days, but
what am I going to do about Thursday night
Pot Luck, the night that the seniors bring their
delicious dishes to share? You can still come
join us and after the pot luck you can play
poker, pinochle, hand and foot, and thirteen
cards.

The senior center is taking orders for
Easter baskets and March 18 is the closing
date. To order your Easter baskets contact
Joann at 645-4864. We are looking forward
to our Annual Home & Garden Festival on
the April 6. If you are interested in participat-
ing as a vendor, call Joann at 645-4864 or
email me at verlaine10@yahoo.com for a
space. We also have Cycling for Seniors
which is on April 20 and if you would like to
be a contender call Joann at 645-4864. Login
on our website, www.rhseniors.org, and fill
out an application and mail in your interest for
either the Home & Garden Show or Cycle for
Seniors events.

On March 5 at 11 a.m. the student nurses
from Fresno State will be at the Senior Cen-
ter giving a presentation on Balance, High
blood pressure and Diabetes. On March 13 at
11 a.m. the Fresno-Madera Area Agency on
Aging (FMAAA) will give a presentation on
Elder abuse. On March 16 at 11:30 a.m.
March birthdays and anniversaries will be cel-
ebrated at Plaza Ventana Mexican Restaurant
at 5088 N. Blackstone in Fresno.

The Department of Health comes peri-
odically to the Center for free checkups. The
screenings include: Personal health history re-
view, blood pressure and blood sugar test, nu-
trition and health education and a low-cost
blood test is available. The health screenings
are for 50 and above. For referrals to medical
providers and community services, the con-
tact number is 675-7893 to make an appoint-
ment.

A nutritionally balanced lunch program
is available Monday through Friday at 11:30

a.m. A suggested
price for 60 years
and older is $1.75.
Reservations are
needed 24 hours in
advance prior to 11
a.m. so remember to
call Joann at 645-
4864 and also notify
the center if you need
to cancel or change
your reservation.

We have a
growing exercise
program being held

on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 10
a.m. The participants are getting more than
just exercise by attending. They have fun,
share laughs, meet new friends and get up-
dates on old friends, their fellow members and
get current news on what is happening at the
Center. There is room for you and you may
attend all three days or just one or two of
them.

On Tuesdays at 12:15 p.m. are a variety
of card games to be enjoyed. Come and learn
new games.

On Thursdays at 6 p.m. we have a great
pot luck with poker and other great card
games.

Check your calendar for daily events for
each day of the week. If you do not have a
copy of the newsletter, stop by the Senior
Center for a copy.Additional copies are avail-
able at the Ranchos Market and Hurst Hard-
ware and several businesses alongAvenue 12.

The Farmers Market at the Center is ton-
ing down for the winter, but jams and jellies
are still available. The Boutique also has
many “on the spot” needed gift items.

Question:ToWheatorNotToWheat
Senior Report

1945 N. Helm, Suite 101
Fresno, CA 93727

We are looking for nurturing and loving homes
for children placed in foster care. We provide
support, training,and reimbursement to our fos-
ter families. For more details, please contact
Michelle at (559) 222-5437.

(559) 222-5437

Foster Parents Needed

www.transitionschildrensservices.org 2/
13

674-1663
14794 Hwy 41

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

2/13

Committee Members Needed
for the

Golden Valley Unified School District
Citizens' Bond Oversight Committee

The Golden Valley Unified School District is now
accepting applications for several openings on the
Citizens' Bond Oversight Committee to oversee

Measure S Bond monies.

If interested, please obtain
an application from the
Superintendent’s Office

37479 Avenue 12, Madera 93636
(559) 645-7500.

What it all comes down to is the
wheat today is not the same stuff that
was grown in earlier years. Recent
hybridization, or crossbreeding of
plants – among other things – has in-
creased the amount of protein in
wheat. Some of the protein is gluten,
which is difficult to digest.
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trigger is pulled rearward one at a time), and Safe
(that prevents the rifle from firing at all).

The two most used assault rifles ever pro-
duced are the Russian AK47 and the American
M16/M4.Becauseof theirmilitarypopularity the
manufacturers decided to produce civilian ver-
sions that arenot full-autoorburst as themilitary
versions are. They only appear cosmetically to
the full-auto military versions. In the U.S. you
may not own or purchase any full-auto firearm
withoutaspecific license issuedby theBureauof
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (BATF), and
these licenses are highly controlled and super-
vised. Civilians cannot purchase full-auto
firearms, including assault rifles, without a li-
cense.

2. Civilian rifles cosmetically appearing to
beAssault Rifles

There are several civilian copies of military
assault rifles. One of these is referred to generi-
cally as the AR15. The AR stands for the Ar-
malite Company who produced the first M16
rifle issued toour troops inVietnambackin1965.
Once it was approved, Colt purchased the rights
and produced the majority. However, the AR15
is a civilian version of the M16 military model,
but with a significant difference: it is not full-
auto! There is a firing selector lever on the re-
ceiver,but ithasonly twopositions: fireandsafe.
In all other respects it cosmetically mirrors the
military model. In the fire position the rifle will
onlyfireoneroundeach timethe trigger ispulled.
This is identical to many other rifles in use today
as well as shotguns. They are termed semi-auto
because it requires the pull of the trigger for each
shot.Most lawenforcementpistolsarealsosemi-
auto such as the Sig-Sauer, Glock, H&K, etc.
Semi-auto only means that each time the trigger

is pulled it fires a bullet until the ammunition is
completely depleted.Therefore, anAR15 rifle is
not an assault rifle.

You can modify AR15 rifles in various
ways such as adding a flashlight, a laser aiming
light, scopes of varying types, but the only mod-
ificationyoucan’t legallyperformisamodifica-
tion thatallows it to fire full-auto.That isa felony.

So,whatdidtheAssaultWeaponsBanissued
underClintonin1994reallyaccomplish?Nothing.
Itexpiredin2004withnogreatfanfare.InCalifor-
niawestillhaveanAssaultWeaponsLawcodified
inthePenalCode.Ithasachievednothingwithre-
spect to controlling true assault rifles that are con-
trolledbyfederallaw.Ifyouactuallyreadthepenal
codesections theyall refer tocosmeticdifferences
exceptforhigh-capacitymagazines,whichwillbe
discussed shortly. The California Penal Code sec-
tion 12276.1(a) defines “Generic Characteristics
DefiningAssault Weapons.” It exemptsAR15 ri-
fles unless they have installed any one of these
listed “characteristics” such as a “pistol grip,” a
“thumbhole stock,” a “folding or telescoping
stock,” a “flash suppressor,” or a “forward pistol
grip”tonamejustafew.IfyoucomparetheAR15
to an M16/M4 cosmetically they are identical in
appearance. The main difference again is the
M16/M4isfull-autowhiletheAR15isnotbyfed-
eral law. There are several semi-auto rifles, .223
caliber, that do not fall under this California law
suchas theRugerMini-14.This riflehasanormal
rifle stock without any of these listed features. It
fires thesame .223cartridge,operates inan identi-
cal manner, but it just isn’t scary looking.

If you purchase an AR15 with any of the
above-described installedcharacteristics, then the
law states you MUST have to use a tool to push
the detachable magazine release button. There
appears on the right side of the receiver a nor-
mal-looking release button, but it has a hole in

the center of it. That hole is where you must in-
sert the tool to depress the interior spring releas-
ing the magazine. If you just push on the button
itself nothing happens. The idea is that if it takes
a tool it requires more time to change magazines
and therefore gives more time for law enforce-
ment to arrive and prevent the shooter from in-
serting a new magazine.

In short, the idea is ridiculous.
This button has been referred to from the

outsetas the“BulletButton”becauseyoucanuse
thepointednoseof the .223cartridgebyinserting
it into the hole in the button and push the release.

Reviewing the “Generic Characteristics
Defining Assault Weapons” in California, it is
very simple to modify an AR15 from one with
the described features and a “Bullet Button” to
one not requiring the “Bullet Button.” All you
need to do is remove the pistol grip, unscrew the
flash suppressor and change the folding or tele-
scoping stock to the fixed M15 stock, etc. If you
do all this, about $125 in parts, you can removed
the “Bullet Button” and install a regular spring-
loaded magazine release button that can be
pushed without using a tool.You have now con-
verted your scary-looking AR15 into a simple
rifle not covered in the law.

3. High-capacity magazines
California Penal Code section 12020 pro-

hibits anyone person from using any firearm, ri-
fles,pistols,andshotguns,havinganammunition
capacity of more than 10 rounds. What is most
interesting is that the code states, “Possession of
largecapacitymagazines…byprivatecitizens is
not (emphasis in the code) controlled.” The code
merely states that a person is prohibited from
“manufacturing, importation into the state, offer-
ing for sale, keeping for sale, exposing for sale,
giving,andlendingofalargecapacitymagazine.”
In other words, you may possess a large capacity

magazine,butdon’t try to lenditorsell it tosome-
one else. It would appear that, if you modified
yourAR15toremoveanyscaryfeatures,andyou
possessed a high-capacity magazine, you could
use it. (Check with an attorney first).

In conclusion, an assault rifle is one that is
capable of firing full-auto.TheAR15, by federal
law, isnotcapableof firingfull-autoandtherefore
does not meet the definition of an assault rifle. It
is high time to discuss problems using the truth.

Peter Friedman’s credentials:
NRACertified Pistol Instructor
NRACertified Rifle Instructor
NRACertified Shotgun Instructor
NRACertified Refuse To BeAVictim
Instructor
NRACertified Chief Range Safety Officer
CAL/DOJ HSC Certificate Instructor
CALCERT Instructor
Boy Scout Merit Badge Counselor
www.FriedmanHandgunTraining.com

Madera Chapter Tea Party Meetings
The February meeting presented guest

speaker, Neil O’Brien, a Fresno State Student
Activist.Neil informedusof thecurrentaffairsat
Fresno State.

Meetings are held on the third Monday of
each month at 6 p.m. at VFW Hall, 2026
Granada Drive, Madera. Confirm meeting dates
and speakers on the Central Valley Tea Party
website at www.centralvalleyteaparty.com

Comments or questions? Contact Madera
RanchosTeaPartyCoordinator,JohnSmedley,by
e-mail at jcsmedley@comcast.net or call him at
645-7031, or Madera Tea Party Coordinator,
Rick Farinelli, by e-mail at richard-
farinelli@ sbcglobal.netorcallhimat559-706-
5386.

TEA PARTY cont. from P. 4

In Memoriam
Mary Thurber

June 23, 1934 - January 27, 2013
Mary Thurber was born in Fowler,

Calif. on June 23, 1934 and passed away in
Fresno on Sunday, Jan. 27, 2013. She is sur-
vived by her husband, Eugene Thurber; her
faithful dog Charlie; her brother and sister-

in-law,Art and Noreen Woodfin; her brother-
in-law and his wife, Don and Edith Thurber;
and numerous nieces and nephews. A me-
morial service was held at Lisle Funeral
Home in Fresno on Feb. 8, 2013.

You are Invited

Music provided by the Whiskey RowBand

to the

Inaugural Liberty High School
Athletic Hall of Fame Dinner/Dance

D&D Ranch • $75 per person
Tables for 8 only $550

Saturday, May 4 • 6 - 11 p.m.
No Host Bar • Dinner • Awards

Dessert & Silent Auction

For more information call Frank Panian or Mike Mazzoni at 645-3500

2/
13
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Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at

The Bookshelf

By The Friends of the Ranchos Li-
brary

Furlough Days for Madera Ranchos
Library are March 1 and 15.

Come join us for the Pre-school Story
time to Read, Play and Learn with Diane
Maxfield Thursdays at 11 a.m.

Did you know free homework help is
available at the Ranchos Library? For
grades K-5 Wednesdays from 1:30 to 4:30
p.m. with Mrs. Taylor. Additional times
may be available by appointment, just ask
at the front desk.

Mark your calendar: Flatlander’s Day
is Saturday, May 11. Planning has started
and if you would like to help, please contact

the library at 645-1214. You can also con-
tact the Ranchos Library for food and craft
vendor applications for Flatlander’s Day.

Take some time to stop by and see our
new arrivals, and while you’re there check
out the other services available at the Ran-
chos Library, including:

Books magazines and newspapers
Books on CD and tape
DVD and VHS videos
Access to ebooks
Public computers with Internet access
Typewriter
Photocopier
System-wide book requests
It’s all there at the Ranchos Library

so always remember to carry your library
card – don’t leave home without it!

The book of 1st John says, “Who is it that over-
comes the world? Only he who believes that
Jesus is the son of God.” I have in no way, shape
or form overcome this world but I know without
his blessings I would be a lot worse off than I
am today.

When I talk to people in the program about
faith I try to remind them that everyone has some
kind of faith in them. Faith is belief in the un-
seen, like when you sit down in a chair you have
faith that the chair will keep you from falling
down. As minute as that faith is, it is still faith. If
you struggle with faith then stop struggling. Give
everything over to a power greater than your-
self. If you are an alcoholic you already have:
Alcohol. Alcohol’s power over you is tremen-
dous; it will tell you over and over again that you

are not inflicted with its disease. 
So, am I lucky?
Yes – lucky to have a faith in a God who

loves me,
Yes – because without his faithfulness in

me I would have given into the world a long
time ago.

Psalms 84:5 says, “Blessed are those
whose strength is in you, who have set their
hearts on pilgrimage.”

I do not why I am so lucky or blessed. I can
tell you this: I am grateful. Because left to my
own devices I would be neither. God was there
for me long before I wanted him to be there or
thought I needed him there.

And for that, I am THANKFUL.

Till the next time,
Mike B.

LUCKY cont. from P. 11

Help Your Library with This Year’s
Flatlander’s Parade and Crafts Fair

The Madera Ranchos Library
37167 Ave. 12

645-1214
Sunday and Monday Closed

Tuesday 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday

11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Friday and Saturday

11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
www.MaderaCountyLibrary.org

Ranchos Lions
Flag Ceremony

On Friday, Feb. 15 at 8:15 a.m., a flag
ceremony was held at Webster Elementary
School. It was conducted by the Madera
Ranchos Lions Club in which the admin-
istrators, teachers and student body were
presented with an American flag sticker
worn  by all. This was followed by a few
words which illustrated the significance of
our flag representing our freedoms and
equalities we embrace in America, and
then there was a resounding Pledge of Al-
legiance.

Traditionally, Americans celebrate
Flag day in June, but the Lions Interna-
tional established  an observance on the
third Friday in February in accordance
with Presidents Day. This program was es-
tablished to promote patriotism and re-
spect for the values represented by the
American flag in elementary schools
across America.
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Paint ing Services - Gerald
Scheff ing & Son Paint ing. 40
years experience. Inter ior & Exte-
rior. Licensed, insured and bonded.
Lic #313070. Call 674-2320.

R e c y c l a b l e s P i c k U p

F R E E R E C Y C L A B L E S
P I C K U P - K I D S 4 R E C Y -
C L I N G o f f e r s p i c k u p o f a l l
r e c y c l a b l e m a t e r i a l s , i n c l u d -
i n g p a p e r , p l a s t i c s , g l a s s ,
a l u m i n u m a n d c a r d b o a r d . I f
y o u h a v e a n y q u e s t i o n s b e
s u r e t o c a l l D i a n n a a t 9 9 9 -
6 8 3 2 o r 6 4 5 - 1 0 4 8 . F u n d s
s u p p o r t R a n c h o s ’ S e n i o r s ,
l i b r a r y , s c h o o l s a n d 4 H .

S a l o n S p a c e Av a i l a b l e

Spaces now available at The
Beauty Club Salon in the Ranchos.
For Esthetician and hair styl is t .
Call Irma at 645-6565 for more in-
formation.

Tractor/Trenching Services

B O B C AT W O R K - D R I L L I N G
P O S T H O L E S - T r e e s -
T r e n c h i n g - C l e a n U p . T R A C -
T O R W O R K D i s c i n g - R o -
t o t i l l i n g - M o w i n g - S c r a p i n g -
S t u m p G r i n d i n g - R o l l - o f f
B i n s . C a l l J o h n a t 9 0 8 - 1 0 6 6
o r N e a l a t 6 4 5 - 1 2 0 0 o r 2 8 5 -
8 2 11 .

Tractor Work - House Pods, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete work
and underground utilities installed. Call
559-970-4476 or 559-645-4033.

Tutoring

Credentialed Teacher - K-12 - All sub-
jects. Math, Algebra 1, Geom. SAT
prep. Call Mrs. Moseley at 645-0370.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out. Screen,
track and sills included. Remove hard
water stain on home windows, shower
doors and car windows. Cobweb re-
moval available. Fully insured. Call
Nick at 285-1723. Free estimates.
SENIOR DISCOUNT!

A l t e r a t i o n S e r v i c e s

M a d l i n ' s A l t e r a t i o n s - 4 0
y e a r s e x p e r i e n c e - Ta i l o r i n g ,
r e p a i r s a n d l e a t h e r s . F a s t
s e r v i c e . N E W A D D R E S S &
P H O N E N U M B E R : 3 6 0 2 7
R u t h Av e . C a l l 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 -
4 5 8 3 .

B e e R e m o v a l

D o y o u h a v e a b e e p r o b l e m ?
I f s o p l e a s e c a l l G e o r g e a t
6 4 5 - 0 1 3 7 o r 5 5 9 - 2 4 0 - 4 5 1 1 I
w i l l c o m e a n d g e t t h e m F R E E
o f c h a r g e ! P l e a s e c a l l t o d a y !

C h i m n e y S w e e p

P a u l a n d S o n t h e C h i m n e y
S w e e p G u y s - 2 0 y e a r s e x p e -
r i e n c e . W o o d s t o v e i n s e r t s
a n d f i r e p l a c e s . A l s o c l e a n
d r y e r v e n t s . R E M E M B E R
T H I N K S A F E T Y- B U R N
S A F E LY ! C a l l 5 5 9 - 9 0 8 -
9 3 3 2 .

C o n s t r u c t i o n

N e w c o n s t r u c t i o n , r e m o d e l s ,
r o o m a d d i t i o n s , b a r n s a n d
p a t i o s . C a l l 5 5 9 - 9 7 0 - 4 4 7 6
o r 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 0 3 3 .

F l o o r / U p h o l s t e r y C a r e

P i n n a c l e C a r p e t C a r e a n d
U p h o l s t e r y - " D r i e s i n
m i n u t e s , n o t h o u r s . " C a r -
p e t , u p h o l s t e r y , t i l e / g r o u t
c l e a n i n g a n d s e a l i n g , a g g r e -
g a t e , s t o n e , a u t o , b o a t a n d
R . V. i n t e r i o r s . B B B a n d
G o l d e n Va l l e y C h a m b e r
m e m b e r . C a l l B r u c e t o d a y
f o r a f r e e e s t i m a t e . 5 5 9 -
6 7 6 - 0 7 6 0 .

F o r R e n t

For rent - Available Jan. 01, 2013 - Of-
fice space at 36733 Ave. 12. $375. per
mo. Utilities included. Call 805-570-
1797.

For Rent - House at HWY 41 & Ave. 14
1/2 - 3 Bd/2 Bth - 1800 sq. ft. Hardwood

floors throughout. On one acre. $1,400 per
mo. Call 908-4289.

F o r S a l e

For Sale - Firewood - Dry seasoned fire-
wood for sale by the bin. Will Deliver. Call
559-259-7122 or 559-645-5523.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted - Salesperson - The Ran-
chos Independent is looking for outside
sales people. If you’ve sold before, you
can figure this out. If you haven’t, come
talk to me. Monday - Friday 559-645-
0634.

Housecleaning

Housecleaning Service - Have
your house spring cleaned al l
year long. Exper ience , responsi -
ble, honest . Fair prices. Call 416-
2585.

Housecleaning - Get ready for
spring! Get your house, yard and
windows in order. Give us a call for
a free estimate. Call Linda at 559-
645-0308 or Staci at 559-458-3248.

P a i n t i n g S e r v i c e s

P a i n t i n g S e r v i c e s - 4 0 y e a r s
o f e x p e r i e n c e . L i c e n s e d .
F r a n k K r a m e r E x t e r i o r s . L i c .
# 2 7 3 0 9 9 . C a l l 6 4 5 - 4 11 3 .

The Ranchos
Independent

classified rates
arecrazy cheap.

C A L L 6 4 5 - 0 6 3 4

©2013 King Features Syndicates, Inc.
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www.The Ranchos.com

Real Estate
Nancy Watson

645-5000
The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 20
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 2/13

A Ranchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top
dollar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109 2/13

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®

Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:
www.davidparker.info

Property Management -
we can rent your home:

www.parker-properties.info

Real Estate is coming back ...
are YOU ready?

Tom Williams • 675-5917
Century 21 M&M and Assoc. • cell: 244-9695 • Twilliams@c21mm.com

If you’ve been waiting to list your home, NOW is
the time. We have more buyers than sellers and
interest rates are at record lows.

“I specialize in short sales, finding lenders for
fixing credit and am a Ranchos resident.”

After retiring from law enforcement, I’m STILL here to serve you • Realtor Lic. #01920188

2/
13

To Advertise
in the

RRaanncchhooss
IInnddeeppeennddeenntt

645-0634call

2/
13

Jerry Eddings, Realtors
Direct Line:   559-435-3366       Madera:   559-645-1890
Fresno: 559-435-1890       FAX:       559-645-5417
www.maderahomes.com     DRE #00329063 2/

13

“A goal without a plan is a wish.”

Direct: (559) 364-1000 • Fax: (559) 440-7608
liz@LizKuchinski.com • www.LizSellingHomes.com

Century 21 C.Watson
7520 North Palm • Fresno

2/13
LIZ KUCHINSKI, CDPE, CRS, GRI, SFR

Realtor, Century 21 C. Watson

“It's a great time to buy and interest rates are
historically low, but prices are edging up. Call

me for more information on your home’s current
value ... it could be the perfect time to sell!”

2/13
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repair
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR

INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

CRONIN MARINE

Since1964

664455--11997777

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

Click on “Local News” at 

B.M.T.
Computer Repair

(559) 917-4507
• Sales & Service

• In-Home Service
Sé Habla Español

Microsoft Cerified Pro

Retired FPD 26 yr.
Ca. Lic.#79328

Certifications:
A+/Network +

Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.

Jo-De DRILLING

& TRACTOR SERVICE

674-7770
HARDPAN DRILLING

HIGH QUALITY

555599--445544--88006600

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE

TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING   

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

since1970

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Equipment

• Supplies
• Residential

• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial
• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing
Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Notary in the
Ranchos!

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal

Color Matching

& Chuck’s Transmission

664455--44447755
Ranchos Auto Repair
+ A/C SERVICE

FREE ESTIMATES
LIC. #B0008113

664455--11557788

Jeff Clark

• GM, H1 & ASE Master Certified
• General Automotive Repairs
• Hot Rod Customizing & Lowering

Clark’s Performance

664455--11557788

All Stage Construction, Inc.

559-681-8947

FREE ESTIMATES!

Need
Construction?

• Concrete
• Rough Framing
• General Building
• Steel Buildings • Shop Buildings
• Room Additions • New Construction

LIC. #932435

Landscape &
Gardening
Service

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call

CERTIFIED ARBORIST

645-TREE
(8733)

• Artful Pruning
• Removals
• Disease
Management

ROGER PRATER
CONCRETE

Residential & Commercial
38 years experience

Lic. # 599235

(559) 645-0911
(559) 977-8983

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801
645-1570

Store hours: 
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

• Team Program

• Kinder Gym

• Tumble Tots

• Adult Boot Camp

• Birthday Parties

• Open Gym

• Field Trips

• Cheer

www.verduzcoselitegym.com

Producing the finest athletes in the world!

559-447-1609

• Industrial
• General

• Farm
• Mig
• Tig
• Stick
• Certified

• Portable

Welding & Fabrication
call JERRY   CLARK • 706-3865

MZC

• Clean Up
• Monthly Service

call forFREE ESTIMATE!

Mitchell L. Vick
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

559-970-4635
mlvconst@gmail.com 

Lic. #563698
• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •  

Now & Again
Thrift & Gift Shop

3377118844    AAvvee..  1122    ##110044

664455--00001133

Come find your treasures

(next to Pizza Factory)

Tu-We-Fr 10:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Th 12:30 p.m. - 7 p.m. / Sa 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

closed Sunday & Monday

CALIFORNIA

288-9521

MERCEDES & B.M.W.
REPAIR SERVICE

40101 Ave. 10
Madera

www.calmbbmwrepair.com
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Business Directory

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) You could have some problems with doubters who don't share your
enthusiasm for that new project you're supporting. But use the facts to win them over to your side.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Someone is impressed by how you managed to get your case to
the right people, despite attempts to keep you on the outside looking in. Expect to hear more about this.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Good for you -- your gift for seeing both sides of a dispute helps
cool down a potentially explosive workplace situation. Some family-related tensions also begin to
ease.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Your determination to prove yourself is put to the test by midweek.
Counting all the positive factors you have going for you will help you get over your self-doubt. Good
luck.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Several co-workers are still determined to resist coming over to your
side. But don't let that stop you from presenting your proposal to the people who count. Stay the course.

V I R G O ( A u g u s t 2 3 t o S e p t e m b e r 2 2 ) You might prefer to be taken on faith and not have
to prove yourself. But the truth is, you need to offer more facts if you hope to persuade people to
accept what you say.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) A family situation takes an unwelcome turn. While
others might be looking around for answers, you'll soon sort it all out logically, and the matter will be
resolved.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Someone might try to create doubt about your
reliability for his or her own agenda. But your reputation and your colleagues' long-standing faith in
you saves the day.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) An unexpected change of plans forces you
to come up with an alternative by the end of the week. Look for colleagues to offer valuable suggestions.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Nothing upsets the Goat as much as broken
promises. But before you vent your anger, consider that this could ultimately prove to be a blessing in
disguise.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) An old workplace problem you thought you had
solved for good resurfaces. But this time, co-workers will take a more active role in helping you deal
with it.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Be careful not to be misled by a negative reaction to one
of your more important projects. If you believe in it, then it has worth and is, therefore, worth staying with.

(c) 2013 King Features Synd., Inc.

Everyone appreciates your gift for finding beauty,
even where it seems least likely to exist.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk

www.The Ranchos.com

Service • Supplies • Repair

FREE ONLINE  DELIVERY

37167 AVE. 12 #5D (559) 645-1969

WWW.WIGHTWATERPOOLS.COM
MON-FRI: 9AM-6PM  SAT: 10AM-3PM  SUN: CLOSE

(559) 645-0634  
Today!
The Ranchos Independent

JEAN BRINER
for MORE sales tomorrow, call

559-840-0519

we are a full-service handyman, maintenance and remodeling company

we REPAIR, REPLACE and
INSTALL anything around

your home or business

LOCALLY OWNED!

ADS

LOGOS

PR

MARKETING

645-0634
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1. TELEVISION: What was the name of
the estate in the gothic soap opera "Dark
Shadows"?
2. ANIMAL KINGDOM: How many eyes
does a bee have?
3. ENTERTAINMENT: Which actress was
married to Mickey Rooney, Artie Shaw and
Frank Sinatra?
4. INVENTIONS: When was the first coin-
operated pinball machine invented?
5. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who was the first
president to be born an American citizen?
6. QUOTATIONS: Who said, "It's not that
I'm afraid to die. I just don't want to be
there when it happens."
7. U.S. STATES: What does the name of
Hawaii's capital, Honolulu, mean?
8. LITERATURE: Which one of
Shakespeare's plays contains the line, "The
course of true love never did run smooth."
9. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What was
the name of cowboy actor Roy Rogers'
dog?
10. FOOD & DRINK: What is a gherkin?

1.Collinwood
2.Five--twocompoundeyesandthree
simpleeyes
3.AvaGardner
4.1931
5.MartinVanBuren
6.WoodyAllen
7.Shelteredbay
8."AMidsummerNight'sDream"
9.Bullet
10.Atypeofpickledcucumber

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

(c) 2013 King Features Synd., Inc.

Click on “Local News” at
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SSuuppeerr Crossword

www.The Ranchos.com



SEMCUwould like help and input from
the Community about projects you think are
necessary. Volunteers to help with these

grants are needed.

SEMCU
Annual Membership Meeting

Monday, March 18 at 6:30 p.m.
at the Ranchos Pizza Factory

Come, elect new board members andmake
your vote count for your community.

SEMCU is working on grants
to help our Community

2/
13

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!


