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FOR MORE INFORMATION
CONTACT THE CHAMBER

The 22nd Annual Chamber

Frlday March 6 « 6 p.m.

N , The DANTE CLUB  No-Host Bar « Live/SilentAuctions
Your$75 ticket includes Crab, Salad, Pasta, Bread and Dessert!

Tables of 10 are available for your Business or Group for only $700. Business Sponsorships are also available.
Call for info. Proceeds go to the Golcen Valley Chamber of Commerce. Get your tickets early! You can get
tickets NOVV at the Chamber office for Christmas presents! Call the Chamber at 645-4001 for more info. Clmbe

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our next meeting, Wednesday,
January 14 at 6 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C in the Maywood Center. Come join us and see what’s going
on in your community. Call us at 645-4001.

Click on ““Local News™ at
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FOLLOW US ONLINE FOR UPDATES ON EVENTS AND ALL OF OUR MINISTRIES

CHRISTMAS EVE AT LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOL | 5:00 PM

IN THE MAYWOOD CENTER | 37193 AVE 12 #3H MADERA, CA 93636 | INFO@ACTS176.COM

i SUNDAY SERVICES AT 8:00 | 9:30 | 11:00 AM
—— CHILDREN'S PROGRAMS FROM BIRTH-6TH GRADE
i =1 191 JR HIGH 2ZND SERVICE S
'Flipsidec nnnnn ian Church Lee Kitchen 7
T 9 ¢l YOUTH MIDWEEK SCHEDULE
bail T ! | JR HIGH & HIGH SCHOOL
3?193 AVE 12 #3H
Mabera, ca 93636 | MONDAYS 7:00 - 9:00 PM

SEE YOU SUNDAY!

www. The Ranchos.com
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ORGANIZE cont. from P. 7

visadulteducation.com, or call
559-327-2800 for more infor-
mation.

The message of Christmas
also carries contrasting parts
of commonality and unique-
ness.

“For God so loved the
world that He gave His only
Son, that whoever believes in
Him, should not perish but

have eternal life.” (John 3:16)
We all share the need for a

Savior, but God calls us indi-

vidually to respond to the gift

He gave — Jesus. May you and

yours know the Savior and ex-

perience eternal life in Him.
Merry Christmas!

For more info, contact Or-
ganized By Choice at 559-871-
3314 or email them at
info@organizedbychoice.com.

EDITORIAL cont. from P. 5

This is not vision. This is vanity.
The LAO report is crystal clear: re-
serves are gutted, the gimmicks are
used up, and California is living on bor-
rowed time and borrowed money.
America, do not be seduced.
Gavin Newsom is the slickest
salesman California has ever produced,
but he is peddling a product that has al-
ready failed in the biggest laboratory
available. Put him in the White House
and he will simply nationalize Califor-
nia’s dysfunction: soaring deficits, bil-

lions flushed on vanity projects, and
lectures about sacrifice from a govern-
ment that refuses to make any itself.

We deserve better. You deserve
better.

Do not hand this man the keys to
the country’s future. The bill would be
astronomical, and every American
would end up holding it.

Consider yourself warned. Heed it.

David Tangipa is a member of the
California State Assembly from the 8th
District, representing  Southeast
Madera County.

WE’RE ON THRE WEHEB!

Visit the Ranchos Independent’s own Website and get fully
downloadable back issues of the Ranchos Independent
(beginning with April 2006)

www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive
at the figures given at the bottom
and right-hand columns of the
diagram by following the arith-
metic signs in the order they are
given (that is, from left to right
and top to bottom). Use only the
numbers below the diagram to
complete its blank squares and
use each of the nine numbers
only once.

©2025 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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“Real estate is

my life! I make
dyom' real estate
reams a reality.”

/i

12/25

J

MARIA FOTOPOULOS
REALTOR

-~ | .
~ | 559-250-6740  mfotorealtor@gmail.com
4 Integrity, Dedication, Results
www.homesmartpva.com/mfoto » DRE #01454566
“Put my experience, knowledge, service and professionalism to work for you.”

The Luxury |
Home Realtor
an expert in your area! |
559-790-4729 g
Folland@coiricastines Lourie Folland
559-790-4729
TheLuxuryHomeRealtor.com | Folland@comcast.net
BRE #01316346

Sago Rey
- Paln Plarfation!

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.
We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

call Juan and Maria at

5599-268-665060

6700 E. Central Ave. < Fresno « www.sagorey.com

12/25

BUYING
SELLING

o fiovte

5
]
|
i

LETS WORK TOGETHER!

My dream is your dream. A loving place to call home
for you and your family. As your trusted real estate
agent, I'm here to guide you in your home buying and
selling journey. Call me today and let's get started,

MARY CHOMPHOSY AVIGLIANO
559.367.7264

@ fe®

@marythcagentofjoy

marytheagentofjoy @gmail.com

DRE 02093132 Real Broker
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California Taxpayers
Face Key Year-End
Deadlines as 2025 Closes

N
)

=

As 2025 draws to a close, financial
experts are urging California residents to
take advantage of remaining opportuni-
ties to reduce both federal and state tax
burdens. With unique state rules govern-
ing deductions, credits and income treat-
ment, proactive planning before Dec. 31
may result in significant savings when
taxpayers file returns in early 2026.

Retirement  Contributions
Offer Relief

Tax professionals say the simplest
step Californians can take is to increase
contributions to employer retirement
plans such as 401(k), 403(b), and 457 ac-

Still

counts. Contributions reduce federal taxable
income and help offset the state's high mar-
ginal tax rates. Workers aged 50 and older can
make additional catch-up contributions.

Capital Gains Hit Harder in California

Unlike federal law, California taxes all
capital gains as ordinary income. Advisors say
this makes year-end strategies such as selling
losing investments — known as tax-loss har-
vesting — especially valuable.

Charitable Giving Remains a Powerful
Tool

Californians who plan to itemize deduc-
tions may reduce taxable income through qual-
ified charitable contributions. Donations of
cash or appreciated stock made before Dec. 31
count toward 2025 deductions.

State Deduction Rules Differ from Fed-
eral Limits

California imposes no limit on state and
local tax (SALT) deductions, making itemiz-
ing more beneficial for many taxpayers.

Withholding Adjustments Can Prevent
April Surprises

Because California has one of the nation’s
most progressive income tax systems, year-end
withholding adjustments can be crucial — es-
pecially for those receiving year-end bonuses.

HSA and FSA Rules Demand At-
tention

California does not conform to fed-
eral HSA tax benefits. FSAs remain use-
ful, but balances must often be used
before expiration.

Business Owners Face Additional
Obligations

Small businesses may need to evalu-
ate equipment purchases, payroll compli-
ance, and the Pass-Through Entity (PTE)
elective tax.

State Credits Can Reduce Liability

California residents may benefit
from credits such as CalEITC, the Young
Child Tax Credit, and clean-energy in-
centives.

Estate Planning Still Relevant De-
spite No State Estate Tax

Federal estate tax thresholds make
year-end gifting strategies important even
though California has no estate or inher-
itance tax.

Experts Encourage Early Prepara-
tion for Filing Season

Professionals recommend gathering
property tax receipts, donation records
and financial statements before year-end

for a smoother 2026 filing season.

Along with others, SEMCU is a non-
profit organization that represents the in-
terests of the residents, property owners
and businesses in Southeastern Madera
County. Its concerns, among other issues,
are our community, safety, water, traffic,
schools, future parks and energy. We in-
vite community members to join
SEMCU as board members to help shape
the Southeast Madera County area and
help make a difference for our families
and youngsters. Together, we can build a
stronger, more vibrant community.

SEMCU meets once per month for
about an hour. You may join us online to
virtually participate. To join online, go to
www.semcu.org for a link and simple in-
structions. Or, if you prefer, you can call
in on your cellphone at 669-900-6833
then enter the ID# 83632424343 fol-
lowed with the access code 85422. Our
next meeting is Tuesday, Jan. 20 at 6 p.m.
“See you online” and make your voice
heard!

SEMCU is “By the Community,
For the Community”

Cap and Trade Gets New Name
and Can be Spent on Anything

By Dan Walters

Nineteen years ago, during Arnold
Schwarzenegger’s governorship, he and the
Legislature created a program that would,
in theory, reduce California’s emissions of
carbon dioxide and other gases deemed to
affect the planet’s climate. The plan,
dubbed cap and trade, authorizes the Cali-
fornia Air Resources Board to conduct
quarterly auctions of emissions allowances
which refineries, electric power generators
and other industrial facilities purchase to
offset their emissions. It’s an alternative to
actually reducing emissions or financing
other projects to cut them.

Proceeds from the auctions have
steadily increased and today run about $5
billion a year, which the state is spending
on climate-related projects, officials boast.

“The program’s proceeds have funded
nearly $33 billion in investments across the
state and cut carbon pollution equivalent to
taking 1.3 million gas-powered cars off the
road,” Gov. Newsom’s proposed 2025-26
budget declared.

The program is due to expire in 2030,
and Newsom wanted the Legislature to ex-
tend it to 2045, the date when California is
supposed to achieve carbon emission neu-
trality. Legislators balked at a simple ex-

tension and, instead, insisted on making
some changes that tightened the number of
emission allowances and gave lawmakers
more authority over spending the revenues.

The program gained a new name, “cap-
and-invest,” which implies that, as the auc-
tion proceeds have reached
multi-billion-dollar levels, politicians’ chief
focus for how the money is spent has
changed from emissions reduction.

As a new report on the revisions from
the Legislative Analyst’s Office points out,
cap-and-invest funds “can continue to be
viewed as akin to tax revenues and be
legally available to expend for any pur-
pose.” In other words, while the program is
touted as financing emission-reducing pro-
grams, its billions in revenue can be spent
on anything a governor and legislators want
to finance.

The state’s woebegone bullet train
project has been receiving a quarter of auc-
tion revenues, roughly $1 billion a year. But
in the new version it will be guaranteed a
flat $1 billion a year to keep it alive —
barely — as state officials try to scare up
the many billions of dollars more needed
for the bullet train to become a reality.

This article originally appeared at
www.calmatters.org.
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7 Not everyone

needs us ...

" But you might.

If you've been involved in awreck, you know there’s nothing worse. Will
your car be like it was? Will it cost an arm and a leg to fix? Will it take
forever? Call Caesar Dents. Estimates are always free, the work is
impeccable and the price just might surprise you.

Caesar Dents
& Auto Body Repair

1146 Barstow #G e Clovis

559-797-2528

Auto » Aircraft « Boats
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Domestic Well, Agriculture Well
Airlifting, Well Brushing, Swahhing
Well Rehahilition, Test Hole

I5593|'" [I?lla?lﬂlllnr'SB%l“ 51-|5624| |

Now Is The Time To
Shed Those

Unwanted Pounds!

DIET
WORLD
MEDICAL

Lose Weight NOW!

Unlimited
-_._,_Concrete

Lic. #1042108

DRJL’EWAYS-S!EWALKS»COMMERCJAL-RES!DENTML
Jose Lope=
559-779-0401

H'Al RCUTS |

]S“I &S

L---------__—-‘—

= Semors Thursdla Vs ONL Y S 1 3‘

-1J sa‘Avs.a 12 #104
~(behind Pizza Factory)

/" PUMP SYSTEMS

674-1663

same day sernvice

TIRED OF PAYING FOR
FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements
vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce
the cost of flood
insurance (or
eliminate it
completely).

Lic. #PLS 5815
Michael Sutherland
=\ & Associates, Inc.

645-4730 * Fresno 447-5815

CONCRETE?

Architectural Hardscapes
&1 Residential»Commercial
Flace & Finish Services
Site-WorkCurbs
Sidewalks*Foundations
Retaining Walls+Patios
Driveways+*Demo+Grading

QUALITY EXTERIORS, INC.

Contractor Lic. #996620
Bonded & Insured

ENGINEERING I

A solid foundafion for your next project
l Land Surveying * Civil Engineering * Consulting

! INVEST IN YOUR

: EXISTING PROPERTY! :
I For a free consultation, visit !
I our Madera Ranchos office! 1

I |
1 10878 HWY 41 « 559-645-4849
I www.bedrockeng.com i

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS
All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders

Sales & Leasing

11822-4500

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos
www.jhsanders.com

Real Estate & \ orfgage Plofesmonals

I\ Adrian Gutierrez
599-363-4968

www.sellingfresnorealestate.com

PERSONAL
TOUCH

Lic. # B0O008113

Landscaping & Gardening Services

Yard cleanups & hauling + Weed control
Lawn & garden service « Maintenance

BUBBA'S

WATER TRUCK SERVICE

7" Holding Tanks
/" Swimming Pools |

Potable Water
Dust Control

MARION POOL
) i:m ICE O REPAIR
_ * Weekly Service
* Equipment
+ Supplies
* Residential
+ Drains - Upstarts « Commercial

SEMCU

“For the
community,
by the
community.”

559-363-9095

Meetings ONLINE « Go to SEMCU.org
3rd Tuesday of the month « 6 p.m.

VALLEY PROPANE
pricee gou can affornd.
645-5324
The ONLY
locally owned

propane company
in the Ranchos

SAND & GRAVEL+ CRUSHED ROCK
FILL DIRT*TOP SOIL*HUMUS*BARK
CHIPS*RIVER ROCK*BASE ROCK
ROCK DUST*COBBLESTONES
DRIVEWAY BASE
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP

TRUCKING

559-479-4113

CA #441782*www.chadstrucking.com

Aleman’s'Painting

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

BONDED & coustical Removal

INSURED

Color Matching

MUJ 559-718-3554 r:gre :%égggrgggggsg Covering #  Call Gina * Locally Owned
_ zoz 6—1 7 559-645-1392 | | callMagAnayaur. | [Mountainfvess == atse283401) | 251.2514 3511605 6454799
P o o AteSE! lyww, ankqualityexteriors.com e 559-718-0558 BubbasWTS@yahoo.com office cell after5 p.m.
LANDSCAPE MATERIAL

Get Involved!

645-4001

2nd Wed. of the month « 6:30 p.m.
37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

FJIPS] aEﬂ’c/{,w s

SUNDAYS{9°& 16:30 AM

959-481-6875 | | -

37193 Ave. 12 #3H

Madera Ranchos
LIVE ONLINE AT 10:30 AM
WWMW.FLIPSIDE.CHURCH

info@acts176.com
SEE YOU SUNDAY!

“We've got your back”

D.O.T. Physicals * Drug Testing
Spons Physicals only $35!

EIANEY
/ HIROPRACTIC
thabilifofion cenftr

660-5262

36754 AVE. 12 - Madera Ranchos

mawm mf«e Wood Stems
Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts

569-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

www.The Ranchos.com

(559) 645-0634
The Independent
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Classified

Carpet/Aggregate Cleaning

Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Epoxy/aggregate
specialist too. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-676-
0760.

Firewood

Firewood for sale - Seasoned Al-
mond firewood. Round or split.
Call 259-7122 or 645-5523.

Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor specializing in
both continuous and standard rain
gutters. General Contractor. Re-
pair Maintenance. 26 years work-

ing in the area. Call
559-908-0759.
Housecleaning
One month FREE! with 6-

month arrangement. 40 years
of experience in the Ranchos. -
References available - Lupe’s
House Cleaning, residential,
one-time service, move-
ins/move-outs, windows, con-
struction clean up.
LupePrado25@yahoo .com.

Call either of our LOCAL
numbers: 559-710-0692 or
650-771-2915.

Property Clean Up

Property clean wup, landscape

maintenance and tree trimming -
FREE ESTIMATES. Professional
and reliable. Call Eric at 559-
903-3757.

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLING PICKUP - AmericanMade
Direct/Kids4recycling offers free
pickup of newspaper, shredded
paper, all household plastic, glass,
aluminum and tin cans (containers
DON’T need to be CRV). Metal
haul away and cleanups available
also! 80% return back to commu-
nity! Call Dianna at 559-999-6832.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING
POSTHOLES - Trees - Trenching -
Clean Up. TRACTOR WORK
Discing - Rototilling - Mowing -
Scraping - Stump Grinding. Call
John at 908-1066.

TOADVERTIS al o

STOP THE PAIN!

“We’ve got your back”

D.O.T. Physicals « Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!
ey, /
e L
ANEY
HIROPRACTIC

& rehabilitodion cender

1225

36754 AVE. 12 «

660-5262

* One of the best ways to eat less at a holiday
party is to eat something small that is healthy and
slightly filling before you head out. You'll make
better decisions when you aren't starving, and
save yourself a ton of calories. Here are more
ways to keep holiday parties from blowing your
calorie budget.

* "Going potluck? Bring your own healthy appe-
tizer to the party. This way, you'll be certain to have at least one dish on which
you can pig out. Go with cut vegetables and dip rather than bringing chips or
bread. You can use the veggies to pair with other dips to save more calories.” -
- ARR.in Texas

* Drinks are full of empty calories, whether they are cocktails or sugary sodas,
so slow down and have water every other drink. When at the bar, ask for low-
calorie mixers like soda water, not sugary juices, to whip up your cocktail.

» "How much wine is in your pour? Extra-large cups and free-flowing bottles
can mean super-sized servings of vino. A serving of wine is 5 ounces. Here's a
tip: Set your wine glass on the table. It will be easier to see how much is in your
glass." -- Y.O. in New York

* You might be packing it on, but you can also burn it off. Commit to dancing
every other song. Get your workout out of the way early so you feel great in the
evening.

* "Walk away from the food table so you don't graze. Never sit at a table with
bowls of anything parked in front of you. Work the room instead." -- A.A. in
Florida

Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip,
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

..When they had come into the
house, they saw the young Child
with Mary His mother, and fell
down and worshiped Him.
And when they had opened their
treasures, they presented gifts
to Him: gold, frankincense
and myrrh.

“©\ MATTHEW 2:11 /&~
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Detail from “The Three Magi”
by Karl Schmidt-Rottluff (1917)

© 2025 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.
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Just Like Cats & Dogs by Dave T. Phipps

MY WIFE IS Now UPSET WITH ME
BECAUSE I DON'T KNOW WHY SHE’S UPSET.

SHOULDN'T THAT BE AGAINST THE RULES?

ADS
LOGOS
PR
MARKETING

645-0634
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) An old adversary wants to make amends over the Christmas
holiday. The decision is yours. But wouldn't it be nice to share the upcoming new year with
another friend?

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) As news of your work gets around, expect to receive a special
holiday "gift" from influential contacts who could help you launch your new projects in the new year.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Instead of fussing over what you didn't do to prepare for the
holidays, relax and enjoy the kudos for a job truly well done. A happy surprise awaits you early
next year.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) The best way to shake off lingering holiday blues is to join loved
ones in the fun and festivities of this special time. A confusing situation starts to make sense in
upcoming weeks.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Special emotional rewards mark this holiday time for LEOs and
LEOnas who are able to open up to new relationships and the possibilities they offer in the
upcoming year.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Your efforts to make the holidays especially memorable
for some people will be rewarded in some unexpected (but very welcome) ways in the
upcoming year.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Be assured that your efforts to make this holiday special
for everyone won't go unnoticed by those who could make some important changes in your life.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Lots of folks want you to light up their holiday parties.
But try to take some quiet time 'twixt those glittering galas to spend with some very special
people.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) While the current round of holiday revels has
your social life on the fast track, someone special might want to keep pace with you next year
as well.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Enjoy all the fun you deserve at this holiday time.
However, don't lose sight of the need to check out some of the changes the new year is expected
to bring.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) What happens during this holiday time can help clear
up some of the confusion jeopardizing a once-stable relationship. Follow your instincts on what
to do next.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Your holidays are brightened by new friends eager to become
part of your life. But don't forget to spend time with that one special person. (You know who.)

Born this Week.

You have the n]n'lity to encou rAqe }Jea}ale to reach their
Patantml 1717 setting An exnm;vle with your own aﬁ‘arts.

“Could you manage a little less bah-humbug
and a little more ho-ho-ho?”

www. The Ranchos.com
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| 1 JUST WISH THE

UNIVERSE WOULD SEND
|| ME A 5IGN THAT THINGS
ARE GONNA BE OKAY.

THMBLE THEATRE PRESENTS

By RANDY MILHOLLAND

I THE UNIVERSE HAS
REALLY GOTTA WORK ON
ITS MIXED SIGNALS.

R
OK?WE:S\L:E? EVERY HoLIDAY IT MAKES
z SEASON | WANT TO SPOIL ME FEEL
THE PEQPLE | LOVE WORTHLESS.
WITH GIFTS. BUT EVERY
YEAR, IM JusT Too

5T E MEON
YOUR LIFE JUST WANNA BE THOUGHT OF, HAVE THE EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE

CARED ABouUT, AND LOVED. OF A SNAPPING TURTLE.

THE JOKE'S ON
you! My BONES
AREN'T AS FRAGILE
AS YOUR SENSE

2025 by Kng Feanures Syndicate, Ing. World rights resened.

By Fifi Rodriguez

1. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who was the first left-
handed president? 2. GEOGRAPHY: What
country is home to the largest cave in the
world? 3. MOVIES: Who is the voice of Buzz
Lightyear in the "Toy Story" movies? 4. HIS-
TORY': Who was the first emperor of Rome?
5. LITERATURE: In what city is James
Joyce's novel "Ulysses" set? 6. TELEVISION:
What is the name of Data's cat on "Star Trek:
The Next Generation"? 7. ASTRONOMY:
What is an exploding star called? 8. SCI-
ENCE: What kind of cloud is associated with
thunderstorms? 9. U.S. STATES: Which
states have no sales tax? 10. ANATOMY:
What is the function of the carotid arteries?
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Amber Waves by Dave T. Phipps

MoM, MoM, TS SNOWING ouT! | [GEEZ, WHY Do My GRANDPARENTS | LI - s
M (;oMnllguL GO PLAY OUTSIDE. 4 | HATE WINTER? IF IT'S SoBAD why | |1 S | MAYBE BECAUSE RIGHT Now |
.. g | \CALLIT A WINTER WONDERLAND"?

| WONDER IF | BROKE SOMETHING? by Linda Thistle

©2025 King Features Syndicates, Inc.
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Find at least six differences in details between panels.

Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all
directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally

3L
UDLA "9 TIUSUDpIp st de) "¢ us[ews s1 ooy p uado s1inopy Cg 19T S1 2A22[S U0 UMed T ID[[es SI XOQIBA T 1S22udIajjic] Unlisted clue hint: SCALY SWIMMERS
Big Chop Measuring Swagger
Bread Cue Pogo Swizzle

Candle Drum Popsicle Walking
Chap Fiddle Slap
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south east madera county united

What can SEMOU do next that is Important for our
uth East Madera County community?

@dl@ools, Seniors, Veterans,: TrafW@,
Water Supply, Safety, Health Care & More

Onllne:go to: WWW.SEMCU.ORG for Tink
by phone: 669-900-6833
& enter meeting ID#: 8369%? 4343, then access code 854 221

See you online nnd make your voice hﬂl‘d !

559-363-9095 e www.s%cu.org e info@semcu.org
FOR THE COMMUNITY, BY THE COMMUNITY



