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Happy 20th Anniversary!

Keeping Southeast Madera County Informed for 20 Years

The

Fndependent

By Randy Bailey

This December is very special
for the Independent. It was December

2005 that we put out our first news-
paper. | know it’s getting to be a
tired old joke, but hey — I only tell it

once a year. Every December when |

wake up and see I’m still putting out

the Independent, | always think to

myself, “... and they said it wouldn’t

last ...” For more emphasis | always

say it very slowly, barely above a

whisper, with my eyes squinted. The
way | imagine Clint Eastwood would
say it.

Twenty years ago, | had a busi-

ness partner named Kim Allison and
she and | had started a couponing
magazine for Madera called the Super
Clipper. That publication was added
to an ag magazine we were producing

that was seriously struggling. Al-

though | had Walter Mitty delusions

of being William Randolph Hurst, it

can be hard to go for the gusto when
you only have two publications and
one is failing. It’s like being a runner
with a bad leg.

Our couponing magazine was
doing well and one day while we
were out selling ad space for it,

someone told us that there was a

newspaper for sale in the Ranchos.

What they didn’t tell me was how

sick previous owner Bill Bell was
from cancer. | bought the paper in

December of 2005 and by the fol-

lowing St. Patrick’s Day he was

gone.

| saw no need to fundamentally
change the paper, other than com-
puterize everything, and | stuck to
my guns of only distributing to
93636, which we still do to this
day — 100 percent distribution.
Every mailbox gets the Independ-
ent.”

In 2023 | made one big change.
| changed the name from the Ran-
chos Independent to simply the In-
dependent. When | bought the paper,
the Ranchos was pretty much the
only game in town out here, but that
is not the case anymore. There was
no Riverstone or Tesoro Viejo. It
occurred to me that most people
refer to the paper as “The Independ-
ent,” so after 18 years | thought I’d
get with the program.

We also added an internet pres-
ence — because hey, all the kids
were doing it — at theranchos.com.
You can go there and see every paper
we’ve ever produced since April
2006. There’s also a Facebook page
at the Ranchos Independent if you
want to check that out.

These last 20 years have been
among the best in my life. The peo-
ple I’ve met, the friends I’ve made
have been awesome. | love being
self-employed. It provides my sec-
ond most favorite joke: “I love
where | work, The only problem is
my boss is an idiot.”

Last year my wife and | cele-
brated 41 years of marriage. She
was the first one to notice that in
job situations, Randy didn’t always
“play well with others.” It was
pretty much self-employment or
nothing.

But | wouldn’t change a thing.

The best part of my job? | can
do this when I’'m 90 years old. As
long as my brain keeps working, so
can I.

See you over the next 20.

Charlie Kirk Assassina-
tion/September ¢ When an as-

sassin’s bullet ended the life of
Charlie Kirk — for his ideas — it heralded
a new dark time period where one of the
fundamental elements of what it means to
be an American, basically your right to have

Newsom’s  Gerryman-
der/August ¢ Although 40 per-

cent of California’s voters vote
Republican, fewer than 17 percent of the
Representative seats are Republican. That
wasn’t good enough for Governor New-
som, so along came Prop. 50 to get that
remaining 17 percent as well.

an opposing view, was under attack.
Justice Dept. Joins Prop. 50

3 Lawsuit/October » Throwing
some Federal weight into the

ring, US Attorney General Pam Bondi
announces that Newsom’s attempt at
gerrymandering California’s remaining
Republicans out of representation is not

Puppy Shot, Left for

Dead/June ¢ The cruelty of

some people is mind boggling.
It’s even worse when it’s in our own back-
yard. A puppy — for whatever reason —
was struck with birdshot repeatedly and
left to die in the Ranchos. He was discov-
ered and is recovering, but no suspects.

happening without a fight.
Distracted Driving/Janu-

5 ary ¢ A Madera Unified school
bus on Road 26 at Avenue 12

failed to yield the right of way as he
crossed Avenue 12. This resulted in him
pulling out in front of a Freightliner dump
truck moving at illegal highway speeds.

Tesoro Viejo Raid/Octo-

ber e A gang-related search

warrant served at a home in
Tesoro Viejo resulted in two arrests —
a 35-year-old woman and a 15-year-
old boy. Authorities say they were
searching for illegal weapons, firearms
and wanted fugitives.

All preventable.
Riverstone Robberies
Solved/September ¢ River-
stone was being plagued by a
rash of unlocked vehicle burglaries, but
with an arrest the burglaries stopped. The
Sheriff's Office said the things stolen
ranged from a firearm, a tool kit, a stereo,

Madera Becomes 2nd

Amend. Sanctuary/Octo-

ber e Across the nation, counties
have adopted “Second Amendment Sanctu-
ary” resolutions. District 1 Supervisor Jordan
Wambhoff became alarmed by recent actions
by Governor Newsom placing increasing re-
strictions on law-abiding gun owners.

vehicle keys, mail and other property.
New 357 Area Code/Feb-
ruary e A new area code

E “overlay” was announced to be
added to the 559 area code in March of
2025. No big deal, but it changed the
dialing procedure for existing phone

numbers. Now, ALL calls have to in-
clude the area code to make a call.

Madera County Noise

Complaint/Marche  Noisy

neighbor problem? Madera County
has a new solution: Increasing penalties. The
new law gives Madera County Sheriff’s
Deputies the ability to not only ticket of-
fenders on the spot, they can now give out
multiple tickets per night.

Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce Happenings

On Friday, Dec. 6 was the Chamber of
Commerce-sponsored the Community
Christmas Tree Lighting. As a raffle prize,
the Chamber gave away the fully decorated
tree. The lucky winner was Sandy Allsup,
but she donated it to Judith Equihua (pic-
tured to right) and her family in the truest
spirit of Christmas.

Happy Holidays from the Golden Val-
ley Chamber of Commerce.

f; ] The Golden Valley Chamber of Com-
. | merce celebrated its annual Christmas
Mixer on Wednesday, Dec. 3 at the Cham-
ber office in the Maywood Center. On hand
were the current Board of Directors (picture
to left) and other Chamber members. An-
nual elections are taking place now so make
sure you get your vote in before the first of
the year for your new Board. Call the
Chamber at 559-645-4001 for more info.

Click on ““Local News™ at
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Kiwanis Korner

By Sally Rowden

We’re into the wintery festive month of December.
Lots of activities happening. The Kiwanis Club has been
busy.

We enjoyed the Christmas Tree Lightening with the
Chamber of Commerce on Friday, Dec. 6. It was chilly,
though the hot chocolate and cookies helped diminish
some of those chills. We observed and honored the
Scouts handling the raising of the new flag for the May-
wood Center. Then the arrival of the Station 19 Fire En-
gine with Santa completely chased those chills away.
Santa welcomed each child and listened to their most
desired Christmas wishes.

Our Christmas/Winter Raffle Basket was claimed
by Steven Lewis. His winning ticket was drawn at our
general meeting on Thursday, Dec. 11. Thank you,
Steven, for your support. Do enjoy all the treasures
packed into that holiday basket.

In the new year starting in January of 2026, we will
begin our John Minney-Liberty High School-Scholar-
ship Fundraiser. Letters encouraging monetary dona-
tions will be going out into our communities. All
donations received will go toward scholarships awarded
to qualifying seniors. We will have a Meet ‘n Greet
Evening where all donors can meet the deserving sen-
iors. The awards take place in May 2026 at the end of
the academic school year.

March of 2026 we will be servers at the Golden
Valley Chamber of Commerce Crab Feed. As many of
you know, this is a huge event for our communities. So,
mark your calendars to attend on Friday, March 6. Be
ready to enjoy a fun evening and as your servers, your
generous tips will be much appreciated. All tips raised
also go toward our John Minney-Liberty High School-
Scholarship Fundraiser. Contact the Chamber Office at
559-645-4001 to purchase event tickets that are already
available and suggested as excellent Christmas gifts.

That brings us to the Flatlander’s Parade in May
2026. We’re already in the planning stages to have a
booth in the vendor section and a float in the parade.
This event takes place on Saturday, May 16. Another
date that needs to be highlighted on your calendars.
Again, contact the Chamber Office at 559-645-4001 for
any further information.

Once summer is here and over, we’ll be into Sep-
tember of 2026. We have an exciting special event that
will be happening. Much more information will follow.
Be on the lookout for updates in the January Independ-
ent,

Our meeting site at Second Son Brews has come to
an end. The venue room is closing. We will be search-
ing for a new meeting site. Again, our January 2026
news article will have further information.

All the Kiwanis club members want to wish each of
you and yours joyous holidays. | like what Norman

Ranchos Kiwanis Finishing Up 2025, Already Planning New Year Events for 2026

Wesley Brooks said: “Christmas is forever, not for just
one day. For loving, sharing, giving, are not to put
away.”

Kiwanis at the Community Christmas Tree Lighting sponsored
by the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce at the Maywood
Center on Friday, Dec. 6. Santa Claus arrived via fire engine
courtesy of Station 19 and got to enjoy hot cocoa and cookies
with, ,from left, Kristyn, Matthew and Matt.

Ty A | T
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VALUE INSURANCE AGENCY

Value Insurance Agency
can help you with all of your
health and life insurance
needs. If you have any
questions about new or
existing insurance coverage,

please call today.

559-673-0100

Cindy Dedini is not
connected to the Federal
Medicare program. By

I’: AT 5
Cindy Dedini

At Value Insurance Agency, formerly Vail Insurance Services, we
take time to listen to your needs, budget and objectives. It's a new
name but the same great services. Your information allows us to
evaluate multiple insurance plans to offer you the most valuable and
meaningful Health and Life Insurance options.

contacting this number, you
will be connected with a
licensed insurance agent. This
is an advertisement for
insurance.

We offer coverage from

owner/broker

Lic. #OE81172 cindy@valueinsuranceagency.onling » www.valueinsuranceagency.onling » 831-884-418

www.The Ranchos.com

head to toe; from Maternity
to Eternity.
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Local Girls Shine in B-Ball League

By Courtney Forte

What started as a small local basket-
ball league with just a handful of girls in
2023 has grown into one of the area’s most
respected youth Amateur Athletic Union
programs. The Fury Elite Basketball Club
has transformed from a small community
team into a competitive organization where
young athletes dream big — and play even
bigger. Fury Elite Basketball Club inspires
young athletes to aim high. Our mission is
to inspire confidence, teamwork and per-
severance in every player. We believe in
lifting each other up, both on and off the
court.

Fury Elite has quickly earned a repu-
tation for its competitive spirit and sup-
portive team environment. Players
participate in local tournaments and com-
munity events, representing the values of
teamwork and perseverance for which the
club stands. Parents and community mem-
bers also play a vital role in the club’s suc-
cess through volunteering and crowd
support. “It’s amazing to see the energy
these girls bring to every game,” said one
parent. “A positive attitude is the key to
winning on and off the court,” said Priscilla
Johnson.

Focused on developing skill, confi-
dence and teamwork, Fury Elite provides

opportunities for girls to grow both on and
off the court. The club’s players, ranging in
age from 8 to 18, train under wonderful,
dedicated coaches who emphasize funda-
mentals, discipline and sportsmanship.

“We want the girls to be three people:
the best person they can be; the best student
they can be and; the best basketball player
they can be,” said Club director Joe John-
son. Johnson is also the head coach of Lib-
erty High School varsity girls’ basketball.
Hailing from Colorado, Johnson has 25+
years of coaching and enjoys the small
town feel that the Madera Ranchos gives.
We are lucky to have him teaching and
mentoring our girls.

Soon the sound of sneakers squeaking
and basketballs bouncing will fill the local
gym as the Fury Elite Basketball Club gears
up for its 2026 spring season. The program
travels to play other local teams and also
hosts a tournament each season right here
in the Ranchos.

Fury Elite Basketball Club is already
looking forward to and preparing for its
Spring season, with open registration
scheduled for January. New players are en-
couraged to join and experience the pro-
gram’s positive, competitive atmosphere.
For registration details and program infor-
mation, visit www.FuryEliteBasketball.
com or email furyelitebball@gmail.com.

NEED WALKWAYS, PATIOS
OR DRIVEWAYS?

GET IT DOME!
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Guest Editorial

By David Tangipa

America, listen carefully. There is
a man in California who presents him-
self as the embodiment of progressive
elegance. Impeccable suits, polished
rhetoric and a vision that sounds trans-
formative until you look at the results.
His name is Gavin Newsom. For eight
years he has governed the Golden State
with a style that puts spectacle ahead
of substance. Now the rest of the coun-
try is being

Consider Yourself Warned

not passing problems. They are the di-
rect result of a governing philosophy
that treats taxpayer dollars as unlim-
ited and accountability as optional.

Consider the evidence.

California High-Speed Rail was
sold as a world-class project: Los An-
geles to San Francisco in under three
hours for $33 billion, finished around
2020. A great idea in theory. Why
shouldn’t the richest state in the richest
nation have modern infrastructure? |

was 12 when vot-

courted by his am-
bitions, and it falls

ers approved it in
2008 and had no

to those of us who
have watched this
administration up
close to sound the
alarm: a Newsom
presidency would
be a fiscal and
governance disas-
ter of historic pro-
portions.

This week the
nonpartisan Leg-

This week the nonpartisan
Legislative Analyst’s Office, or
LAO, released its latest Fiscal
Outlook. The numbers are bru-
tal: an $18 billion deficit in
2026-27 that widens to roughly
$35 billion in annual structural
red ink starting in 2027-28.
These are not passing problems.
They are the direct result of a

say in the matter.
Today I'm 29.
The price tag has
exploded past
$135 hillion, the
timeline is a
decade late, and
not one mile of
true high-speed
track is running.
What we have in-
stead is a monu-

islative Analyst’s governing philosophy that treats ment to
Office, or LAO, taxpayer dollars as unlimited mismanagement.
released its latest anq accountability as optional.  Expensive,  end-
Fiscal  Outlook. less, and going
The numbers are precisely nowhere
brutal: an $18 bil- fast.

lion deficit in 2026-27 that widens to
roughly $35 billion in annual structural
red ink starting in 2027-28. These are

The
noependen
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THE

RAY GUN

SHOOTING STRAIGHT
TO THE HEART

“As CHARLES
DICKENS, WHOM
| QUOTED A

FEW MOMENTS
AGO, SAID

SO WELL IN

“A CHRISTMAS
CAROL,” “GOD
BLESS US,
EVERY ONE.””

RONALD REAGAN

SAYING MORE IN ONE QUOTE
THAN OTHERS SAY IN A LIFETIME

Then there is homelessness. Since
Newsom took office, California has
spent roughly $36 billion trying to
solve it. The result? More than
180,000 people on our streets. Over a
third of the entire nation’s homeless
population. We didn’t bend the curve;
we broke the bank and made the crisis
worse. That isn’t compassion. That’s
incompetence in a caring mask.

And the bitter punchline: when
you adjust for cost of living, Califor-
nia has the highest poverty rate in
America. The wealthiest state in the
wealthiest country has perfected the
art of being extravagantly broke.

Every time reality bites, Governor
Newsom reaches for the same play-
book: eloquent deflections, blame
shifted to Washington or “systemic”
forces, followed by demands for more
spending, more programs, more taxes.
Always more. It’s the political version
of a guy who has maxed out every
credit card insisting the answer is a
higher limit.

Please see EDITORIAL onP. 12
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The Magic that is Christmas

I think there is a beautiful juxtapo-
sition that happens this time of year. The
year is drawing to a close, and the dark-
ness seems heavier as the night arrives
earlier and lingers longer. The cold
nudges us indoors, slows our pace, and
invites a certain stillness. And yet,
against the darkness, Christmas lights
shine defiantly in neighborhoods with
color shimmering off rooftops and danc-
ing across the lawns while the soft glow
of the Christmas tree brings warmth to
the home. And there, in the midst of the
cold and quiet, glistening between the
light and color, is the feeling of hope.
It’s almost tangible as it hangs in the air.
There is a shared longing that whatever
storms, heartaches or hard lessons this
year brought were not wasted but in-
stead served as bridges leading us to-
ward something better as the dawn of a
new year breaks.

This season naturally invites reflec-
tion. When we

TioNg
WHY=

by eryn b. nyre

tions, the best part of Christmas has al-
ways been the hope. The hope of a new
year. The hope of fresh beginnings and
unexpected blessings. The hope that the
pain endured this year was not the end
of the story, but a chapter preparing us
for what comes next. Sometimes that
hope feels calm and steady. Other times
it is fragile, born out of exhaustion or
desperation. Still, hope shows up, per-
sistent and powerful, especially this time
of year.

take stock of the

At its core,

sadley > DRILLING AND
sy~ PUMP SERVICE

_&_
PUMP SYSTEMS
Same Day Service

674-1663
36691 Ave. 12 Family Owned
Madera Ranchos Seuce 1976

12/25

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

Look Good and Feel Great

12/25

» Nutritional

fenondiies LOSE WEIGHT |WE KQOW LOW CARBS!
ol 20 OFF
- Diet Injection 1st visit only

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP
“We Are Very 224 6744 OPEN: Monday - Friday

Affordable” 9:00 AM until 5:30 PM
4844 N. First, #101 « Fresno, CA 93726 » Between Shaw & Santa Ana

last 12 months,
our  perspective
determines what
we see. Some of
us focus on the
struggles, the dis-
appointments, the
unanswered

At its core, though, is that hope
comes from something far deeper
than twinkling lights or seasonal
cheer. It comes from the birth of
our Savior, Jesus Christ, who en-
tered a broken world to bring re-

though, is that
hope comes from
something far
deeper than twin-
kling lights or sea-
sonal cheer. It
comes from the
birth of our Sav-

prayers, the plans
that didn’t unfold
the way we hoped.

demption, peace and salvation.

ior, Jesus Christ,
who entered a bro-
ken world to bring

Others see growth,
resilience, and quiet victories that might
have gone unnoticed in the busyness of
everyday life. The truth is, every year,
like every season, is made up of both
wins and losses. The wins encourage us.
They affirm what of which we are capa-
ble, that progress is possible, and that
joy can still be found because it exists
there in every win. But the losses, those
are often where the deepest growth hap-
pens. Loss forces us to pause and reflect.
It reveals where we need to change,
what we need to do differently, and how
we might pivot moving forward. If we
are willing to look honestly, loss be-
comes a teacher rather than just a
wound.

I’ve always been pretty vocal about
my love for Christmas. The lights, the
music, the chill in the air; it all fills me
with a sense of magic and wonder that
brings me back to my childhood.
There’s something about this season that
softens people. It encourages generosity
and reflection, even if just for a moment.
But more than the decorations and tradi-

redemption, peace
and salvation. The hope of Christmas is
rooted in His love. Our hearts long for
the peace that only He can give, not just
in December, but every day of the year.
His light reaches into the darkest corners
of our lives. His peace steadies us in the
middle of the storm. His presence sus-
tains us when we are convinced nothing
will ever change or get better. This time
of year brings all of that into sharp focus
as we gather with family, practice gen-
erosity, and intentionally place love and
peace at the forefront of our lives. It’s a
reminder that this hope isn’t seasonal or
fragile, but steady and enduring, meant
to carry us well beyond Christmas and
into every day that follows.

So, this Christmas, allow yourself
to fully embrace the season. Drive
through neighborhoods and take in the
lights. Let the glow remind you that
light always finds a way to shine in the
darkness. Listen to the music and let it
stir nostalgia for simpler days, when joy

Please see GEN WHY on P. 7
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felt effortless and wonder came easily.
Drink cocoa by the fire. Sit quietly by the
tree and let its warmth fill your home.
Spend time with friends and family. Choose
connection over distraction. Wrap yourself
in love, laughter, and shared memories.
Above all, let your spirit be moved
and your heart be open to hope. The same
hope the Christ child brought with him
into that humble manger. Invite Jesus in
and allow Him to take root as one year
gives way to the next. When we anchor
ourselves in Him, even uncertainty loses
its power to overwhelm us. The world will
not always be dark, it will not always be

cold, and it will not always be lonely, be-
cause the Lord has come.

As this season draws to a close and a
new year waits just beyond the horizon,
may we carry this hope with us into our
homes, our relationships, and the quiet
moments when life feels uncertain. May
we choose light when darkness feels
close, generosity when it would be easier
to retreat, and faith that better days lie
ahead. The hope of Christmas does not
fade when the decorations come down, it
remains steady and sustaining, guiding us
into whatever comes next.

Here's wishing you all a Merry
Christmas and a Happy and Hopeful New
Year!

-

Tesoro Viejo

FARMERS MARKET

EVERY THURSDAY

FROM 5P.M. TO8P.M.
TESORO VIEJO TOWN CENTER

FRESH

PRODUCE GOODS

ARTISANAL

FOOD
TRUCKS

FAMILY
ACTIVITIES

@TESOROVIEJOFARMERSMARKET
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So, You Think
You’re Unique?

“Brenda?” called the
nurse to welcome me in for
my weekly allergy shots. |
was surprised when two of us
stood up. After seeking clari-
fication, | waited for “Brenda
M.” to be called. I can count
on one hand the Brendas I’ve
known over the years.

Imagine my surprise when
at the next visit a different
Brenda and | shared the wait-

paper piles, cluttered bed-
rooms, walk-in closets you
can’t walk into, etc. Most
think their challenge s

unique when it’s not.

During the holidays you
might be invited to homes
where it looks like “all is
calm, all is bright.” Chances
are, it’s not. Most of us ex-
perience an added challenge
to stay organized with the
extra décor, activities, food,
gift wrap, visitors and gifts
that accompany the holidays.
Here are a few tips to ease
the holiday challenge.

You’re not alone. Remem-
ber that the unique ones are
those who breeze through the
holidays with flawless order.
The rest of us experience
challenges.

Let go of perfection.
Don’t allow social media to
create your standard. Your
guests may be relieved to
find things aren’t perfect at
your place, since their homes
aren’t perfect either.

ing room. Focus on
And another keeping com-
new Brenda a mon areas
couple weeks _Remember that the clear. You
later. My fa- UNique ones are those may need to
vorite out of wWho breeze through the stuff some
the three holidays with flawless things into an
other Brendas order. The rest of s ex- flfeady clut
i i ; ,
found-faceq PErience challenges. garage, or
seven-year- home office.
old with Better to do
bright red hair. She thought that than be stressed out by
it was great that we shared a seeing it through the holi-
name and dramatically told days.

me she was named after her

grandma who had passed
away but also had red hair
like hers.

I thought my name was
unusual — more unique.
Turns out, in the context of
my allergy office, it’s not.
Had | not heard the other
Brendas’ names called, |1
wouldn’t have known what

we share in common.

At the first session of the
organizing class | teach, |
ask the students to share
what motivated them to at-
tend. It’s almost an audible
collective sigh of relief as
they hear others share their
organizing challenges —

Practice a 10-minute tidy.
Before going to bed cruise
through the common areas
and tidy up.

Schedule post-holiday or-
ganizing sessions. Give your-

self a deadline for packing
and storing your holiday
décor. Then, move on to

those closets and catch-all
rooms that helped keep your
common areas clear.
Organize Your Paper,
Space and Life Class. To
jump-start the new year, con-
sider signing wup for my
three-session class Feb. 3, 10
and 17. Visit  www.clo-

Please see ORGANIZE on P. 12
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Christmas Snacking

(December 2015)

Editor’s Note: With the
passing of Aunt Jean, | have
decided to bring you a “Best
Of” of her recipes over the
past 10 years. Good recipes
are timeless and | hope you
enjoy them all over again.

Thanksgiving is over for another
year, all the leftovers are gone and it
is time to think about Christmas and
New Year’s. Will it be beef, ham,
turkey or pork? | know a family that
doesn’t fix a big dinner on Christmas.
After all the gifts are unwrapped, they
fix a big breakfast and spend the after-
noon visiting with family and friends
that can’t get out. Then it is sand-
wiches and snacks in the afternoon.

Someone was in the office the
other day and said he was going to
visit a family that doesn’t cook dinner
on Christmas and wanted to take a

'@é Jean Briner

they are easy to handle. With a gentle
push the hull should come right off, or
if the kids are “helping” they can
squirt the almond meat out of the hull.
Let the almonds dry completely.

In a frying pan, heat enough oil to
cover the bottom of the pan. Pour in
the dried almonds and stirring until
they are browned and crisp. With a
slotted spoon, remove almonds from
pan onto paper towel lined baking
sheet and sprinkle with salt while they
are still hot.

One of my all-time favorites is the
Seven Layer dip. | don’t know why
they call it seven layers because it is
more than seven. When | make it, |
usually use a large cookie sheet, but

-

couple of snack

you can use any

food dishes with
him. So | put on
my thinking cap

If you don’t want to go to

flat plate or platter
or cookie sheet,
depending on the

onions, olives and the cheese. Serve
with tortilla chips.

My niece Rachael serves a dip that
is yummy and usually goes fast.

Rachael’s Spinach Dip

1 Box (10 oz.) frozen chopped
spinach, cooked, cooled and squeezed
dry.

1 container (16 oz.) Sour Cream

1 C mayonnaise

1 pkg. Knorr vegetable mix

2 or 3 ribs of celery, chopped

2 or 3 green onions chopped (op-
tional)

1 loaf French bread

Combine all ingredients except
bread and chill for at least 2 hours. Cut
the top off the bread and hollow out,
saving the cut out bread to use for dip-
ping. When ready to serve, put chilled
dip in hollowed bread loaf and serve
with the reserved bread that has been
cut into bite size pieces. When the dip
is gone, cut up the “bowl” and eat it.

How about a tray of pinwheels —
easy to make, and delicious

Pinwheels

1 (8 0z.) Pkg. cream cheese

1 (16 oz.) sour cream

1 pkg. ranch dip (dry)

1 1b. sliced deli meat (ham, turkey, beef)

8 large flour tortillas

In large bowl mix together cream
cheese, sour cream, and dry ranch dip
mix. Beat until smooth. Spread a thin
layer of mix on each tortilla. Top with
layer of deli meat. Roll each tortilla
up tightly and wrap with plastic wrap.
Refrigerate until ready to serve. When
ready to serve, cut each roll into %- to
1-inch slices. Place on serving platter.
Using a serrated knife is helpful.

If you don’t want to go to the
trouble of making an appetizer, go to
the produce department and buy a va-
riety of vegetables to be eaten raw —
broccoli, carrots, celery, cucumber,
zucchini and cherry tomatoes. While
you are in the store, buy a can of
black olives and a container of ranch
dressing. Wash and slice the vegeta-
bles into serving sizes, place on a
platter with the drained olives and
pour the dressing into a bowl and you
have a wonderful appetizer.

There you have some sugges-
tions. Regardless of what you serve
for dinner or snacks, | pray that each
of you and your family have a
blessed and Merry Christmas and the
happiest and most prosperous New
Year.

and came up with
a few that | know
and like. Be sure
to take simple
things, you don’t
have to be elabo-
rate. | can remem-
ber as a kid my
grandmother  al-
ways having a
bowl of sugared
walnuts on the
table. This is her
recipe

Sugared Wal-

the trouble of making an appe-
tizer, go to the produce depart-
ment and buy a variety of
vegetables to be eaten raw -
broccoli, carrots, celery, cu-
cumber, zucchini and cherry
tomatoes. While you are in the
store, buy a can of black olives
and a container of ranch dress-
ing ... place on a platter with
the drained olives and pour the
dressing into a bowl and you
have a wonderful appetizer.

amount you want

to make. The
quantities in
parentheses  are

the amount | use —
you use whatever
you need.
Seven
Dip
Refried Beans
(2 or 3 cans)
Sour  cream
(small container)
Guacamole
(small container)

Layer

nuts

Chopped Or-

1 C sugar

tega chilies -

7 T milk

Boil 4 minutes and pour over 2 or
3 cups of walnuts. Pour onto a pan that
has been covered with wax paper. Let
cool and break into bite size pieces.

Or my mom would always have a
bowl of almonds. You can do these
two different ways, either with the
hulls on or off the almonds. If you
have kids, they can help you take the
hulls off the almonds, however you
will probably have almonds all over
the kitchen as | remember we did. Put
whatever amount of almonds you are
going to toast in boiling water for just
a minute or two and this will loosen
the hulls. Put them in cool water so

Drained. (2 small

cans)

Lettuce — shredded (enough to
cover)

Tomatoes — Chopped — (2 or 3, de-
pending on size)

Green Onions — Chopped — (L or 2
onions) Optional

Sliced Olives (1 or 2 of the little
cans)

Cheese — Shredded - Cheddar,
Mexican mix, or even pepper jack.

On your serving plate layer the
beans, top with the sour cream, gua-
camole, sprinkle on the chilies, and
then cover the layers with the lettuce.
Sprinkle on the tomatoes, green

@)Lea)te G g/l,@?@)t fh@)m-; Me «&M)L)t
IS
Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts M -" =8

¢ 559-824-6336
37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

Visit us at www.RanchosCraftersStudio.com
and Facebook “What's Up in the Ranchos™
Contact us for SPECIAL GROUP PARTIES
NEVER a sitting fee - Walk-ins ALWAYS welcome | A & Glaftd Sudis * Bidgue * Wood Stems

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-
surance (or eliminate it completely).

You can't afford to wait any longer,

so contact the professionals

today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730 ¢ Fresno 447-5815
| e spis 5515 36691 Avenue 12 « Madera Ranchos

Click on ““Local News’ at
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Golden Valley Baptist Church
Sunday School 9am e Sunday Worship Service 10:30am
Wednesday Life Apps 6:30pm e All Ages
Women'’s Bible Study Thursdays 6:30pm
12414 Road 37 e Madera Ranchos
Email: GoldenValleyBaptistChurch@live.com
559-645-1700 §

~ Qwner/CEO .
. Maera Ranchios Resi

nchios Resident

Room Additions & General Contracting + Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting
Concrete Foundations & Flatwork

TIMDEMERAQ@AOL.COM (559) 681-8947

WWW.ALLSTAGECONSTRUCTION.COM

FIREZGEAZEDIHONEVAHAM'S
ANDAWENMAKE

o9 poRHOo

RREG CINAY £XT

A429-3026

www.The Ranchos.com
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Senior Report

Christmas Cheer and a New Year

By Melanie Williams

The chilly winter months of January
are coming as we wrap up the Christmas
season with family and friends. The New
Year is just around the corner with a
fresh, crisp wintry season ahead.

At the Christmas Potluck, we pre-
sented the new board members of the
2026-2027 Board to the seniors in atten-
dance. Any member is welcome to attend
board meetings on the second Monday of
each month, to meet new board members
or get more information about what we
are planning for the Senior Center.

The California Fish Grill fundraiser
is scheduled for Jan. 13. You can enjoy
lunch or dinner at California Fish Grill
and help the Ranchos/Hills Senior Cen-
ter raise proceeds from the sales. For
more information, please contact the
Senior Center at 559-645-4864.

We are host-

Ranchos/Hills Senior Center at 559-645-
4864 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

We are looking forward to fill the
calendar with activities in 2026 at the
Senior Center, so remember to mark
your calendar with some important dates.

The Basket Weaving Class is on
Tuesday, Jan. 6 from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Terry Killingsworth volunteers to teach
and guide the Basket Cases and members
who wish to learn pine needle bas-
ketweaving. She is a true artisan of the
technique and welcomes all new inter-
ested seniors of the community at her
free classes at the Senior Center.

The new Line Dance Class is kickin’
up its heels with instructor Jennifer
Howe. Jennifer is very patient to clarify
steps and review sequences at a pace that
seniors can learn to line dance. We had a
great group of novice line dancers join
us in the last few months. The next
scheduled classes

ing a guest presen-
tation at the Senior
Center for the
Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation on Jan. 23
at noon. The guest
speaker will pres-

We are looking forward to fill
the calendar with activities in 2026
at the Senior Center, so remember
to mark your calendar with some
important dates.

are  Wednesday,
Jan. 7 and
Wednesday, Jan.
21 from 2 p.m. to 3
p.m. All Line
Dance Classes
begin at 2 p.m. at

ent the facts about
the disease and

the Ranchos/Hills
Senior Center.

what  caretakers
can do to support dementia patients and
their loved ones. The presentation will
include a time to answer questions and
distribute materials that aid in the sup-
port of Alzheimer’s patients. Any mem-
ber of the community is welcome to join
us at the Alzheimer’s presentation on
Jan. 23.

Madera Ranchos seniors are invited
to start the new year at the Senior Center
by joining the Senior Hot Lunch pro-
gram. Any seniors, 60 years and older,
living in the community or surrounding
area, are encouraged to come and enjoy
a hot meal and the company of your local
senior community. Our partners in this
program would like to expand this out-
reach to seniors who may not be getting
out often, to come, enjoy a hearty hot
lunch and visit with other seniors from
the neighborhood. We are working with
the Eastern Madera Recreation and Parks
Department and the Fresno-Madera
Agency on Aging to host this senior out-
reach program at the Ranchos/Hills Sen-
ior Center in the Madera Ranchos. You
can join the Senior Hot Lunch any time,
for additional information, please call the

Monthly ac-
tivities at the Senior Center include Ex-
ercise Class every Monday, Wednesday
and Friday at 10 a.m. with Jo Chase.
Card and Table Games are on Thursdays
starting at 12:15 p.m. during the chilly
winter months. Come and join the senior
group for an afternoon of card games
every Thursday.

The Odd Fellows Breakfast is on
Sunday, Jan. 18 from 7:30 a.m. to 11
a.m. They give the majority of their pro-
ceeds each month to different local char-
ities in Madera County.

Brown Bag Day is on Wednesday,
Jan. 21 from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the
Ranchos/Hills Senior Center.

The monthly Saturday Sale is can-
celled for January 2026 because of the
holidays. The Senior Center will be
closed on Dec. 25 and 26 for the Christ-
mas holidays. We will also be closed on
Jan. 1 for New Years Day.

Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year from the members of the Ran-
chos/Hills Senior Center. Thought for
December: “Gifts of time and love are
surely the basic ingredients of a truly
Merry Christmas.” — Peg Bracken
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A" OF SOUtheaSt Madera COUI‘Ity :\ Whether you live in the Madera Ranchos,
needs a W \ R Riverstone or Tesoro Viejo, anyone can run. In

; A =\ the proud tradition of American politics,
M AY ORI N YOUR VOTES ARE FOR SALE!
e Become a candidate representing your
\ favorite local charity, service group or
organization and the top “vote getter” will
become the Honorary Mayor. PLUS your
, group gets 75 cents of every dollar you
¥ collect. WIN-WIN-WIN!
FOR MORE INFORMATION

CONTACT THE CHAMBER

 BRA l. , The DANTE CLUB - No-Host Bar * Live/Silent Auctions
' Your $75 ticket includes Crab, Salad, Pasta, Bread and Dessert!

Tables of 10 are available for your Business or Group for onl F $700. Business Sponsorships are also available.

Call for info. Proceeds go to the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce. Get your tickets early! You can get
tickets NOW at the Chamber office for Chrlstmas presents! Call the Chamber at 645- 400{for more info. m

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our next meeting, Wednesday,

January 14 at 6 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C in the Maywood Center. Come join us and see what’s going
on in your community. Call us at 645-4001.

Click on ““Local News™ at
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FOLLOW US ONLINE FOR UPDATES ON EVENTS AND ALL OF OUR MINISTRIES

CHRISTMAS EVE AT LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOL | 5:00 PM

IN THE MAYWOOD CENTER | 37193 AVE 12 #3H MADERA, CA 93636 | INFO@ACTS176.COM

i SUNDAY SERVICES AT 8:00 | 9:30 | 11:00 AM
—— CHILDREN'S PROGRAMS FROM BIRTH-6TH GRADE
i =1 191 JR HIGH 2ZND SERVICE S
'Flipsidec nnnnn ian Church Lee Kitchen 7
T 9 ¢l YOUTH MIDWEEK SCHEDULE
bail T ! | JR HIGH & HIGH SCHOOL
3?193 AVE 12 #3H
Mabera, ca 93636 | MONDAYS 7:00 - 9:00 PM

SEE YOU SUNDAY!

www. The Ranchos.com
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ORGANIZE cont. from P. 7

visadulteducation.com, or call
559-327-2800 for more infor-
mation.

The message of Christmas
also carries contrasting parts
of commonality and unique-
ness.

“For God so loved the
world that He gave His only
Son, that whoever believes in
Him, should not perish but

have eternal life.” (John 3:16)
We all share the need for a

Savior, but God calls us indi-

vidually to respond to the gift

He gave — Jesus. May you and

yours know the Savior and ex-

perience eternal life in Him.
Merry Christmas!

For more info, contact Or-
ganized By Choice at 559-871-
3314 or email them at
info@organizedbychoice.com.

EDITORIAL cont. from P. 5

This is not vision. This is vanity.
The LAO report is crystal clear: re-
serves are gutted, the gimmicks are
used up, and California is living on bor-
rowed time and borrowed money.
America, do not be seduced.
Gavin Newsom is the slickest
salesman California has ever produced,
but he is peddling a product that has al-
ready failed in the biggest laboratory
available. Put him in the White House
and he will simply nationalize Califor-
nia’s dysfunction: soaring deficits, bil-

lions flushed on vanity projects, and
lectures about sacrifice from a govern-
ment that refuses to make any itself.

We deserve better. You deserve
better.

Do not hand this man the keys to
the country’s future. The bill would be
astronomical, and every American
would end up holding it.

Consider yourself warned. Heed it.

David Tangipa is a member of the
California State Assembly from the 8th
District, representing  Southeast
Madera County.

WE’RE ON THRE WEHEB!

Visit the Ranchos Independent’s own Website and get fully
downloadable back issues of the Ranchos Independent
(beginning with April 2006)

www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive
at the figures given at the bottom
and right-hand columns of the
diagram by following the arith-
metic signs in the order they are
given (that is, from left to right
and top to bottom). Use only the
numbers below the diagram to
complete its blank squares and
use each of the nine numbers
only once.

©2025 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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eal Esta

“Real estate is

my life! I make
dyom' real estate
reams a reality.”

/i

12/25

J

MARIA FOTOPOULOS
REALTOR

-~ | .
~ | 559-250-6740  mfotorealtor@gmail.com
4 Integrity, Dedication, Results
www.homesmartpva.com/mfoto » DRE #01454566
“Put my experience, knowledge, service and professionalism to work for you.”

The Luxury |
Home Realtor
an expert in your area! |
559-790-4729 g
Folland@coiricastines Lourie Folland
559-790-4729
TheLuxuryHomeRealtor.com | Folland@comcast.net
BRE #01316346

Sago Rey
- Paln Plarfation!

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.
We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

call Juan and Maria at

5599-268-665060

6700 E. Central Ave. < Fresno « www.sagorey.com

12/25

BUYING
SELLING

o fiovte

5
]
|
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LETS WORK TOGETHER!

My dream is your dream. A loving place to call home
for you and your family. As your trusted real estate
agent, I'm here to guide you in your home buying and
selling journey. Call me today and let's get started,

MARY CHOMPHOSY AVIGLIANO
559.367.7264

@ fe®

@marythcagentofjoy

marytheagentofjoy @gmail.com

DRE 02093132 Real Broker
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California Taxpayers
Face Key Year-End
Deadlines as 2025 Closes

N
)

=

As 2025 draws to a close, financial
experts are urging California residents to
take advantage of remaining opportuni-
ties to reduce both federal and state tax
burdens. With unique state rules govern-
ing deductions, credits and income treat-
ment, proactive planning before Dec. 31
may result in significant savings when
taxpayers file returns in early 2026.

Retirement  Contributions
Offer Relief

Tax professionals say the simplest
step Californians can take is to increase
contributions to employer retirement
plans such as 401(k), 403(b), and 457 ac-

Still

counts. Contributions reduce federal taxable
income and help offset the state's high mar-
ginal tax rates. Workers aged 50 and older can
make additional catch-up contributions.

Capital Gains Hit Harder in California

Unlike federal law, California taxes all
capital gains as ordinary income. Advisors say
this makes year-end strategies such as selling
losing investments — known as tax-loss har-
vesting — especially valuable.

Charitable Giving Remains a Powerful
Tool

Californians who plan to itemize deduc-
tions may reduce taxable income through qual-
ified charitable contributions. Donations of
cash or appreciated stock made before Dec. 31
count toward 2025 deductions.

State Deduction Rules Differ from Fed-
eral Limits

California imposes no limit on state and
local tax (SALT) deductions, making itemiz-
ing more beneficial for many taxpayers.

Withholding Adjustments Can Prevent
April Surprises

Because California has one of the nation’s
most progressive income tax systems, year-end
withholding adjustments can be crucial — es-
pecially for those receiving year-end bonuses.

HSA and FSA Rules Demand At-
tention

California does not conform to fed-
eral HSA tax benefits. FSAs remain use-
ful, but balances must often be used
before expiration.

Business Owners Face Additional
Obligations

Small businesses may need to evalu-
ate equipment purchases, payroll compli-
ance, and the Pass-Through Entity (PTE)
elective tax.

State Credits Can Reduce Liability

California residents may benefit
from credits such as CalEITC, the Young
Child Tax Credit, and clean-energy in-
centives.

Estate Planning Still Relevant De-
spite No State Estate Tax

Federal estate tax thresholds make
year-end gifting strategies important even
though California has no estate or inher-
itance tax.

Experts Encourage Early Prepara-
tion for Filing Season

Professionals recommend gathering
property tax receipts, donation records
and financial statements before year-end

for a smoother 2026 filing season.

Along with others, SEMCU is a non-
profit organization that represents the in-
terests of the residents, property owners
and businesses in Southeastern Madera
County. Its concerns, among other issues,
are our community, safety, water, traffic,
schools, future parks and energy. We in-
vite community members to join
SEMCU as board members to help shape
the Southeast Madera County area and
help make a difference for our families
and youngsters. Together, we can build a
stronger, more vibrant community.

SEMCU meets once per month for
about an hour. You may join us online to
virtually participate. To join online, go to
www.semcu.org for a link and simple in-
structions. Or, if you prefer, you can call
in on your cellphone at 669-900-6833
then enter the ID# 83632424343 fol-
lowed with the access code 85422. Our
next meeting is Tuesday, Jan. 20 at 6 p.m.
“See you online” and make your voice
heard!

SEMCU is “By the Community,
For the Community”

Cap and Trade Gets New Name
and Can be Spent on Anything

By Dan Walters

Nineteen years ago, during Arnold
Schwarzenegger’s governorship, he and the
Legislature created a program that would,
in theory, reduce California’s emissions of
carbon dioxide and other gases deemed to
affect the planet’s climate. The plan,
dubbed cap and trade, authorizes the Cali-
fornia Air Resources Board to conduct
quarterly auctions of emissions allowances
which refineries, electric power generators
and other industrial facilities purchase to
offset their emissions. It’s an alternative to
actually reducing emissions or financing
other projects to cut them.

Proceeds from the auctions have
steadily increased and today run about $5
billion a year, which the state is spending
on climate-related projects, officials boast.

“The program’s proceeds have funded
nearly $33 billion in investments across the
state and cut carbon pollution equivalent to
taking 1.3 million gas-powered cars off the
road,” Gov. Newsom’s proposed 2025-26
budget declared.

The program is due to expire in 2030,
and Newsom wanted the Legislature to ex-
tend it to 2045, the date when California is
supposed to achieve carbon emission neu-
trality. Legislators balked at a simple ex-

tension and, instead, insisted on making
some changes that tightened the number of
emission allowances and gave lawmakers
more authority over spending the revenues.

The program gained a new name, “cap-
and-invest,” which implies that, as the auc-
tion proceeds have reached
multi-billion-dollar levels, politicians’ chief
focus for how the money is spent has
changed from emissions reduction.

As a new report on the revisions from
the Legislative Analyst’s Office points out,
cap-and-invest funds “can continue to be
viewed as akin to tax revenues and be
legally available to expend for any pur-
pose.” In other words, while the program is
touted as financing emission-reducing pro-
grams, its billions in revenue can be spent
on anything a governor and legislators want
to finance.

The state’s woebegone bullet train
project has been receiving a quarter of auc-
tion revenues, roughly $1 billion a year. But
in the new version it will be guaranteed a
flat $1 billion a year to keep it alive —
barely — as state officials try to scare up
the many billions of dollars more needed
for the bullet train to become a reality.

This article originally appeared at
www.calmatters.org.
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7 Not everyone

needs us ...

" But you might.

If you've been involved in awreck, you know there’s nothing worse. Will
your car be like it was? Will it cost an arm and a leg to fix? Will it take
forever? Call Caesar Dents. Estimates are always free, the work is
impeccable and the price just might surprise you.

Caesar Dents
& Auto Body Repair

1146 Barstow #G e Clovis

559-797-2528

Auto » Aircraft « Boats
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_9_ L8 9"_3__2 v e _6_ i university? (desert 127 Kin of -trix son's eyes English 116 Dismounted
38 Actress winds) 128 Able to do 19 Permit liberties 118 Search for
Z t7 8 L 8 6 i 9 9 Anderson 84 Tart garnish no wrong 24 Early car 76 Metric mass, 119 Lamarr of
41 Jeans,eg. 85 ltalian actress 129 Swiveled inits. in brief “Algiers”
42 Ridden horse Sophia 130 Bigname in 29 Subway 77 Give forth 121 Mil.
43 Locatedon 86 NFL coach private jets system 78 Nixing mark enlistees
a Somerville Donor Mike 131Useda 31 Winterwoe 79 City in 122 Mentalist
university's 88 Fort Knoxbar  sieve on 33 Mil. missions Oklahoma Geller
campus? 90 — deck 132 Partner of 34 Fissure 80 Hawaiian 123 Khaki cousin
i 1 46 Pooh or Yogi (cruise ship Hutch 35 The Yoko of dancers’ 124 Certain
48 Encyclopedia part) “Dear Yoko" garments till bil
unit: Abbr. 92Cupedge  DOWN 36 “Beetle 81 Wonderland 125 Bouquets-to-
50 Clueless 94 Actress Lena 1 Alehouses Bailey” dog gl order co.
51 Cruise of film 95 Loud noise 2 Nashville's 37 Troop gp. 82 Long, thick 126 Mendes of

52 Mine metals 96 Mega melee Grand Ole — 38 Plane flier heads of hair “Hitch”

Click on ““Local News’ at
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Business Directory « Business Directory « Business Directory « Business Directory

Va ey We
=Dl Dr'lnlng

Domestic Well, Agriculture Well
Airlifting, Well Brushing, Swahhing
Well Rehahilition, Test Hole

I5593|'" [I?lla?lﬂlllnr'SB%l“ 51-|5624| |

Now Is The Time To
Shed Those

Unwanted Pounds!

DIET
WORLD
MEDICAL

Lose Weight NOW!

Unlimited
-_._,_Concrete

Lic. #1042108

DRJL’EWAYS-S!EWALKS»COMMERCJAL-RES!DENTML
Jose Lope=
559-779-0401

H'Al RCUTS |

]S“I &S

L---------__—-‘—

= Semors Thursdla Vs ONL Y S 1 3‘

-1J sa‘Avs.a 12 #104
~(behind Pizza Factory)

/" PUMP SYSTEMS

674-1663

same day sernvice

TIRED OF PAYING FOR
FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements
vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce
the cost of flood
insurance (or
eliminate it
completely).

Lic. #PLS 5815
Michael Sutherland
=\ & Associates, Inc.

645-4730 * Fresno 447-5815

CONCRETE?

Architectural Hardscapes
&1 Residential»Commercial
Flace & Finish Services
Site-WorkCurbs
Sidewalks*Foundations
Retaining Walls+Patios
Driveways+*Demo+Grading

QUALITY EXTERIORS, INC.

Contractor Lic. #996620
Bonded & Insured

ENGINEERING I

A solid foundafion for your next project
l Land Surveying * Civil Engineering * Consulting

! INVEST IN YOUR

: EXISTING PROPERTY! :
I For a free consultation, visit !
I our Madera Ranchos office! 1

I |
1 10878 HWY 41 « 559-645-4849
I www.bedrockeng.com i

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS
All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders

Sales & Leasing

11822-4500

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos
www.jhsanders.com

Real Estate & \ orfgage Plofesmonals

I\ Adrian Gutierrez
599-363-4968

www.sellingfresnorealestate.com

PERSONAL
TOUCH

Lic. # B0O008113

Landscaping & Gardening Services

Yard cleanups & hauling + Weed control
Lawn & garden service « Maintenance

BUBBA'S

WATER TRUCK SERVICE

7" Holding Tanks
/" Swimming Pools |

Potable Water
Dust Control

MARION POOL
) i:m ICE O REPAIR
_ * Weekly Service
* Equipment
+ Supplies
* Residential
+ Drains - Upstarts « Commercial

SEMCU

“For the
community,
by the
community.”

559-363-9095

Meetings ONLINE « Go to SEMCU.org
3rd Tuesday of the month « 6 p.m.

VALLEY PROPANE
pricee gou can affornd.
645-5324
The ONLY
locally owned

propane company
in the Ranchos

SAND & GRAVEL+ CRUSHED ROCK
FILL DIRT*TOP SOIL*HUMUS*BARK
CHIPS*RIVER ROCK*BASE ROCK
ROCK DUST*COBBLESTONES
DRIVEWAY BASE
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP

TRUCKING

559-479-4113

CA #441782*www.chadstrucking.com

Aleman’s'Painting

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

BONDED & coustical Removal

INSURED

Color Matching

MUJ 559-718-3554 r:gre :%égggrgggggsg Covering #  Call Gina * Locally Owned
_ zoz 6—1 7 559-645-1392 | | callMagAnayaur. | [Mountainfvess == atse283401) | 251.2514 3511605 6454799
P o o AteSE! lyww, ankqualityexteriors.com e 559-718-0558 BubbasWTS@yahoo.com office cell after5 p.m.
LANDSCAPE MATERIAL

Get Involved!

645-4001

2nd Wed. of the month « 6:30 p.m.
37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

FJIPS] aEﬂ’c/{,w s

SUNDAYS{9°& 16:30 AM

959-481-6875 | | -

37193 Ave. 12 #3H

Madera Ranchos
LIVE ONLINE AT 10:30 AM
WWMW.FLIPSIDE.CHURCH

info@acts176.com
SEE YOU SUNDAY!

“We've got your back”

D.O.T. Physicals * Drug Testing
Spons Physicals only $35!

EIANEY
/ HIROPRACTIC
thabilifofion cenftr

660-5262

36754 AVE. 12 - Madera Ranchos

mawm mf«e Wood Stems
Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts

569-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

www.The Ranchos.com

(559) 645-0634
The Independent
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Classified

Carpet/Aggregate Cleaning

Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Epoxy/aggregate
specialist too. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-676-
0760.

Firewood

Firewood for sale - Seasoned Al-
mond firewood. Round or split.
Call 259-7122 or 645-5523.

Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor specializing in
both continuous and standard rain
gutters. General Contractor. Re-
pair Maintenance. 26 years work-

ing in the area. Call
559-908-0759.
Housecleaning
One month FREE! with 6-

month arrangement. 40 years
of experience in the Ranchos. -
References available - Lupe’s
House Cleaning, residential,
one-time service, move-
ins/move-outs, windows, con-
struction clean up.
LupePrado25@yahoo .com.

Call either of our LOCAL
numbers: 559-710-0692 or
650-771-2915.

Property Clean Up

Property clean wup, landscape

maintenance and tree trimming -
FREE ESTIMATES. Professional
and reliable. Call Eric at 559-
903-3757.

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLING PICKUP - AmericanMade
Direct/Kids4recycling offers free
pickup of newspaper, shredded
paper, all household plastic, glass,
aluminum and tin cans (containers
DON’T need to be CRV). Metal
haul away and cleanups available
also! 80% return back to commu-
nity! Call Dianna at 559-999-6832.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING
POSTHOLES - Trees - Trenching -
Clean Up. TRACTOR WORK
Discing - Rototilling - Mowing -
Scraping - Stump Grinding. Call
John at 908-1066.

TOADVERTIS al o

STOP THE PAIN!

“We’ve got your back”

D.O.T. Physicals « Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!
ey, /
e L
ANEY
HIROPRACTIC

& rehabilitodion cender

1225

36754 AVE. 12 «

660-5262

* One of the best ways to eat less at a holiday
party is to eat something small that is healthy and
slightly filling before you head out. You'll make
better decisions when you aren't starving, and
save yourself a ton of calories. Here are more
ways to keep holiday parties from blowing your
calorie budget.

* "Going potluck? Bring your own healthy appe-
tizer to the party. This way, you'll be certain to have at least one dish on which
you can pig out. Go with cut vegetables and dip rather than bringing chips or
bread. You can use the veggies to pair with other dips to save more calories.” -
- ARR.in Texas

* Drinks are full of empty calories, whether they are cocktails or sugary sodas,
so slow down and have water every other drink. When at the bar, ask for low-
calorie mixers like soda water, not sugary juices, to whip up your cocktail.

» "How much wine is in your pour? Extra-large cups and free-flowing bottles
can mean super-sized servings of vino. A serving of wine is 5 ounces. Here's a
tip: Set your wine glass on the table. It will be easier to see how much is in your
glass." -- Y.O. in New York

* You might be packing it on, but you can also burn it off. Commit to dancing
every other song. Get your workout out of the way early so you feel great in the
evening.

* "Walk away from the food table so you don't graze. Never sit at a table with
bowls of anything parked in front of you. Work the room instead." -- A.A. in
Florida

Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip,
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

..When they had come into the
house, they saw the young Child
with Mary His mother, and fell
down and worshiped Him.
And when they had opened their
treasures, they presented gifts
to Him: gold, frankincense
and myrrh.

“©\ MATTHEW 2:11 /&~

"..":::/ i o
7 (AN

Detail from “The Three Magi”
by Karl Schmidt-Rottluff (1917)

© 2025 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

SAY YOU SAWITIN

he Independen

Click on ““Local News™ at




Just Like Cats & Dogs by Dave T. Phipps

MY WIFE IS Now UPSET WITH ME
BECAUSE I DON'T KNOW WHY SHE’S UPSET.

SHOULDN'T THAT BE AGAINST THE RULES?

ADS
LOGOS
PR
MARKETING

645-0634

‘pansesal SIUBL Iy ‘0| ‘91eOIPUAS seunyea Buy 62026

FleBYs
DECARTMENT

©North America Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved. N iﬁ
B s,

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) An old adversary wants to make amends over the Christmas
holiday. The decision is yours. But wouldn't it be nice to share the upcoming new year with
another friend?

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) As news of your work gets around, expect to receive a special
holiday "gift" from influential contacts who could help you launch your new projects in the new year.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Instead of fussing over what you didn't do to prepare for the
holidays, relax and enjoy the kudos for a job truly well done. A happy surprise awaits you early
next year.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) The best way to shake off lingering holiday blues is to join loved
ones in the fun and festivities of this special time. A confusing situation starts to make sense in
upcoming weeks.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Special emotional rewards mark this holiday time for LEOs and
LEOnas who are able to open up to new relationships and the possibilities they offer in the
upcoming year.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Your efforts to make the holidays especially memorable
for some people will be rewarded in some unexpected (but very welcome) ways in the
upcoming year.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Be assured that your efforts to make this holiday special
for everyone won't go unnoticed by those who could make some important changes in your life.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Lots of folks want you to light up their holiday parties.
But try to take some quiet time 'twixt those glittering galas to spend with some very special
people.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) While the current round of holiday revels has
your social life on the fast track, someone special might want to keep pace with you next year
as well.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Enjoy all the fun you deserve at this holiday time.
However, don't lose sight of the need to check out some of the changes the new year is expected
to bring.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) What happens during this holiday time can help clear
up some of the confusion jeopardizing a once-stable relationship. Follow your instincts on what
to do next.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Your holidays are brightened by new friends eager to become
part of your life. But don't forget to spend time with that one special person. (You know who.)

Born this Week.

You have the n]n'lity to encou rAqe }Jea}ale to reach their
Patantml 1717 setting An exnm;vle with your own aﬁ‘arts.

“Could you manage a little less bah-humbug
and a little more ho-ho-ho?”

www. The Ranchos.com

©2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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| 1 JUST WISH THE

UNIVERSE WOULD SEND
|| ME A 5IGN THAT THINGS
ARE GONNA BE OKAY.

THMBLE THEATRE PRESENTS

By RANDY MILHOLLAND

I THE UNIVERSE HAS
REALLY GOTTA WORK ON
ITS MIXED SIGNALS.

R
OK?WE:S\L:E? EVERY HoLIDAY IT MAKES
z SEASON | WANT TO SPOIL ME FEEL
THE PEQPLE | LOVE WORTHLESS.
WITH GIFTS. BUT EVERY
YEAR, IM JusT Too

5T E MEON
YOUR LIFE JUST WANNA BE THOUGHT OF, HAVE THE EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE

CARED ABouUT, AND LOVED. OF A SNAPPING TURTLE.

THE JOKE'S ON
you! My BONES
AREN'T AS FRAGILE
AS YOUR SENSE

2025 by Kng Feanures Syndicate, Ing. World rights resened.

By Fifi Rodriguez

1. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who was the first left-
handed president? 2. GEOGRAPHY: What
country is home to the largest cave in the
world? 3. MOVIES: Who is the voice of Buzz
Lightyear in the "Toy Story" movies? 4. HIS-
TORY': Who was the first emperor of Rome?
5. LITERATURE: In what city is James
Joyce's novel "Ulysses" set? 6. TELEVISION:
What is the name of Data's cat on "Star Trek:
The Next Generation"? 7. ASTRONOMY:
What is an exploding star called? 8. SCI-
ENCE: What kind of cloud is associated with
thunderstorms? 9. U.S. STATES: Which
states have no sales tax? 10. ANATOMY:
What is the function of the carotid arteries?
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Amber Waves by Dave T. Phipps

MoM, MoM, TS SNOWING ouT! | [GEEZ, WHY Do My GRANDPARENTS | LI - s
M (;oMnllguL GO PLAY OUTSIDE. 4 | HATE WINTER? IF IT'S SoBAD why | |1 S | MAYBE BECAUSE RIGHT Now |
.. g | \CALLIT A WINTER WONDERLAND"?

| WONDER IF | BROKE SOMETHING? by Linda Thistle

©2025 King Features Syndicates, Inc.
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Find at least six differences in details between panels.

Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all
directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally

3L
UDLA "9 TIUSUDpIp st de) "¢ us[ews s1 ooy p uado s1inopy Cg 19T S1 2A22[S U0 UMed T ID[[es SI XOQIBA T 1S22udIajjic] Unlisted clue hint: SCALY SWIMMERS
Big Chop Measuring Swagger
Bread Cue Pogo Swizzle

Candle Drum Popsicle Walking
Chap Fiddle Slap

12025 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All rights reserved,

www.The Ranchos.com
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south east madera county united

What can SEMOU do next that is Important for our
uth East Madera County community?

@dl@ools, Seniors, Veterans,: TrafW@,
Water Supply, Safety, Health Care & More

Onllne:go to: WWW.SEMCU.ORG for Tink
by phone: 669-900-6833
& enter meeting ID#: 8369%? 4343, then access code 854 221

See you online nnd make your voice hﬂl‘d !

559-363-9095 e www.s%cu.org e info@semcu.org
FOR THE COMMUNITY, BY THE COMMUNITY



