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Click on “Local News” at 

Charlie Kirk Assassina-
tion/September • When an as-
sassin’s bullet ended the life of 

Charlie Kirk — for his ideas — it heralded 
a new dark time period where one of the 
fundamental elements of what it means to 
be an American, basically your right to have 
an opposing view, was under attack.

1 Newsom’s Gerryman-
der/August • Although 40 per-
cent of California’s voters vote 

Republican, fewer than 17 percent of the 
Representative seats are Republican. That 
wasn’t good enough for Governor New-
som, so along came Prop. 50 to get that 
remaining 17 percent as well.

2

Justice Dept. Joins Prop. 50 
Lawsuit/October • Throwing 
some Federal weight into the 

ring, US Attorney General Pam Bondi 
announces that Newsom’s attempt at 
gerrymandering California’s remaining 
Republicans out of representation is not 
happening without a fight.

3 Puppy Shot, Left for 
Dead/June • The cruelty of 
some people is mind boggling.  

It’s even worse when it’s in our own back-
yard. A puppy — for whatever reason — 
was struck with birdshot repeatedly and 
left to die in the Ranchos. He was discov-
ered and is recovering, but no suspects.

4

Distracted Driving/Janu-
ary • A Madera Unified school 
bus on Road 26 at Avenue 12 

failed to yield the right of way as he 
crossed Avenue 12. This resulted in him 
pulling out in front of a Freightliner dump 
truck moving at illegal highway speeds. 
All preventable.

5 Tesoro Viejo Raid/Octo-
ber • A gang-related search 
warrant served at a home in 

Tesoro Viejo resulted in two arrests –  
a 35-year-old woman and a 15-year-
old boy. Authorities say they were 
searching for illegal weapons, firearms 
and wanted fugitives. 

6

Riverstone Robberies 
Solved/September • River-
stone was being plagued by a  

rash of unlocked vehicle burglaries, but 
with an arrest the burglaries stopped. The  
Sheriff's Office said the things stolen 
ranged from a firearm, a tool kit, a stereo,  
vehicle keys, mail and other property. 

7 Madera Becomes 2nd 
Amend. Sanctuary/Octo-
ber • Across the nation, counties 

have adopted “Second Amendment Sanctu-
ary” resolutions. District 1 Supervisor Jordan 
Wamhoff became alarmed by recent actions 
by Governor Newsom placing increasing re-
strictions on law-abiding gun owners. 

8

New 357 Area Code/Feb-
ruary • A new area code 
“overlay” was announced to be 

added to the 559 area code in March of 
2025. No big deal, but it changed the 
dialing procedure for existing phone 
numbers. Now, ALL calls have to in-
clude the area code to make a call.

9 Madera County Noise 
Complaint/March• Noisy 
neighbor problem? Madera County 

has a new solution: Increasing penalties. The 
new law gives Madera County Sheriff’s 
Deputies the ability to not only ticket of-
fenders on the spot, they can now give out 
multiple tickets per night. 

10

2025 • Top Ranchos Area Stories

all stories can be found at 
www.TheRanchos.com 

from the pages of the Independent

By Randy Bailey 
 
This December is very special 

for the Independent. It was December 
2005 that we put out our first news-
paper. I know it’s getting to be a 
tired old joke, but hey — I only tell it 
once a year. Every December when I 
wake up and see I’m still putting out 
the Independent, I always think to 
myself, “... and they said it wouldn’t 
last ...” For more emphasis I always 
say it very slowly, barely above a 
whisper, with my eyes squinted. The 
way I imagine Clint Eastwood would 
say it. 

Twenty years ago, I had a busi-
ness partner named Kim Allison and 
she and I had started a couponing 
magazine for Madera called the Super 
Clipper. That publication was added 
to an ag magazine we were producing 
that was seriously struggling. Al-
though I had Walter Mitty delusions 
of being William Randolph Hurst, it 
can be hard to go for the gusto when 
you only have two publications and 
one is failing. It’s like being a runner 
with a bad leg. 

Our couponing magazine was 
doing well and one day while we 
were out selling ad space for it, 
someone told us that there was a 
newspaper for sale in the Ranchos. 
What they didn’t tell me was how 
sick previous owner Bill Bell was 
from cancer. I bought the paper in 
December of 2005 and by the fol-
lowing St. Patrick’s Day he was 

gone. 
I saw no need to fundamentally 

change the paper, other than com-
puterize everything, and I stuck to 
my guns of only distributing to 
93636, which we still  do to this 
day — 100 percent distribution. 
Every mailbox gets the Independ-
ent.” 

In 2023 I made one big change. 
I changed the name from the Ran-
chos Independent to simply the In-
dependent. When I bought the paper, 
the Ranchos was pretty much the 
only game in town out here, but that 
is not the case anymore. There was 
no Riverstone or Tesoro Viejo. It 
occurred to me that most people 
refer to the paper as “The Independ-
ent,” so after 18 years I thought I’d 
get with the program. 

We also added an internet pres-
ence — because hey, all the kids 
were doing it — at theranchos.com.  
You can go there and see every paper 
we’ve ever produced since April 
2006. There’s also a Facebook page 
at the Ranchos Independent if you 
want to check that out. 

These last 20 years have been 
among the best in my life. The peo-
ple I’ve met, the friends I’ve made 
have been awesome. I love being 
self-employed. It provides my sec-
ond most favorite joke: “I love 
where I work, The only problem is 
my boss is an idiot.” 

Last year my wife and I cele-
brated 41 years of marriage. She 
was the first one to notice that in 
job situations, Randy didn’t always 
“play well with others.” It was 
pretty much self-employment or 
nothing. 

But I wouldn’t change a thing. 
The best part of my job? I can 

do this when I’m 90 years old. As 
long as my brain keeps working, so 
can I. 

See you over the next 20.

Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce Happenings
The Golden Valley Chamber of Com-

merce celebrated its annual Christmas 
Mixer on Wednesday, Dec. 3 at the Cham-
ber office in the Maywood Center. On hand 
were the current Board of Directors (picture  
to left) and other Chamber members. An-
nual elections are taking place now so make 
sure you get your vote in before the first of 
the year for your new Board. Call the 
Chamber at 559-645-4001 for more info.  

On Friday, Dec. 6 was the Chamber of 
Commerce-sponsored the Community 
Christmas Tree Lighting. As a raffle prize, 
the Chamber gave away the fully decorated 
tree. The lucky winner was Sandy Allsup, 
but she donated it to Judith Equihua (pic-
tured to right) and her family in the truest 
spirit of Christmas. 

Happy Holidays from the Golden Val-
ley Chamber of Commerce.
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By Sally Rowden 
 
We’re into the wintery festive month of December. 

Lots of activities happening. The Kiwanis Club has been 
busy.  

We enjoyed the Christmas Tree Lightening with the 
Chamber of Commerce on Friday, Dec. 6. It was chilly, 
though the hot chocolate and cookies helped diminish 
some of those chills. We observed and honored the 
Scouts handling the raising of the new flag for the May-
wood Center. Then the arrival of the Station 19 Fire En-
gine with Santa completely chased those chills away. 
Santa welcomed each child and listened to their most 
desired Christmas wishes. 

Our Christmas/Winter Raffle Basket was claimed 
by Steven Lewis. His winning ticket was drawn at our 
general meeting on Thursday, Dec. 11. Thank you, 
Steven, for your support. Do enjoy all the treasures 
packed into that holiday basket. 

In the new year starting in January of 2026, we will 
begin our John Minney–Liberty High School–Scholar-
ship Fundraiser. Letters encouraging monetary dona-
tions will be going out into our communities. All 
donations received will go toward scholarships awarded 
to qualifying seniors. We will have a Meet ‘n Greet 
Evening where all donors can meet the deserving sen-
iors. The awards take place in May 2026 at the end of 
the academic school year. 

March of 2026 we will be servers at the Golden 
Valley Chamber of Commerce Crab Feed. As many of 
you know, this is a huge event for our communities. So, 
mark your calendars to attend on Friday, March 6. Be 
ready to enjoy a fun evening and as your servers, your 
generous tips will be much appreciated. All tips raised 
also go toward our John Minney–Liberty High School–
Scholarship Fundraiser. Contact the Chamber Office at 
559-645-4001 to purchase event tickets that are already 
available and suggested as excellent Christmas gifts. 

That brings us to the Flatlander’s Parade in May 
2026. We’re already in the planning stages to have a 
booth in the vendor section and a float in the parade. 
This event takes place on Saturday, May 16. Another 
date that needs to be highlighted on your calendars. 
Again, contact the Chamber Office at 559-645-4001 for 
any further information. 

Once summer is here and over, we’ll be into Sep-
tember of 2026. We have an exciting special event that 
will be happening. Much more information will follow. 
Be on the lookout for updates in the January Independ-
ent, 

Our meeting site at Second Son Brews has come to 
an end. The venue room is closing. We will be search-
ing for a new meeting site. Again, our January 2026 
news article will have further information. 

All the Kiwanis club members want to wish each of 
you and yours joyous holidays. I like what Norman 

Wesley Brooks said: “Christmas is forever, not for just 
one day. For loving, sharing, giving, are not to put 
away.” 

 
 

Ranchos Kiwanis  Finishing Up 2025,  Already Planning New Year Events  for 2026
Kiwanis Korner

The Sargent Family were on hand along with the Ranchos 
Kiwanis at the Community Christmas Tree Lighting sponsored 
by the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce at the Maywood 
Center on Friday, Dec. 6. Santa Claus arrived via fire engine 
courtesy of Station 19  and got to enjoy hot cocoa and cookies 
with, ,from left, Kristyn, Matthew and Matt.
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At Value Insurance Agency, formerly Vail Insurance Services, we 
take time to listen to your needs, budget and objectives. It’s a new 
name but the same great services. Your information allows us to 
evaluate multiple insurance plans to offer you the most valuable and 
meaningful Health and Life Insurance options.
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GO 
HAWKS!

Join us in supporting our 
LIBERTY HIGH HAWKS 

this season and all year long
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Say you saw it in
the Independent
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By Courtney Forte 
 
 What started as a small local basket-

ball league with just a handful of girls in 
2023 has grown into one of the area’s most 
respected youth Amateur Athletic Union 
programs. The Fury Elite Basketball Club 
has transformed from a small community 
team into a competitive organization where 
young athletes dream big — and play even 
bigger. Fury Elite Basketball Club inspires 
young athletes to aim high. Our mission is 
to inspire confidence, teamwork and per-
severance in every player. We believe in 
lifting each other up, both on and off the 
court. 

Fury Elite has quickly earned a repu-
tation for its competitive spirit and sup-
portive team environment. Players 
participate in local tournaments and com-
munity events, representing the values of 
teamwork and perseverance for which the 
club stands. Parents and community mem-
bers also play a vital role in the club’s suc-
cess through volunteering and crowd 
support. “It’s amazing to see the energy 
these girls bring to every game,” said one 
parent. “A positive attitude is the key to 
winning on and off the court,” said Priscilla 
Johnson. 

Focused on developing skill, confi-
dence and teamwork, Fury Elite provides 

opportunities for girls to grow both on and 
off the court. The club’s players, ranging in 
age from 8 to 18, train under wonderful, 
dedicated coaches who emphasize funda-
mentals, discipline and sportsmanship.  

“We want the girls to be three people: 
the best person they can be; the best student 
they can be and; the best basketball player 
they can be,” said Club director Joe John-
son. Johnson is also the head coach of Lib-
erty High School varsity girls’ basketball. 
Hailing from Colorado, Johnson has 25+ 
years of coaching and enjoys the small 
town feel that the Madera Ranchos gives. 
We are lucky to have him teaching and 
mentoring our girls.  

Soon the sound of sneakers squeaking 
and basketballs bouncing will fill the local 
gym as the Fury Elite Basketball Club gears 
up for its 2026 spring season. The program 
travels to play other local teams and also 
hosts a tournament each season right here 
in the Ranchos. 

Fury Elite Basketball Club is already 
looking forward to and preparing for its 
Spring season, with open registration 
scheduled for January. New players are en-
couraged to join and experience the pro-
gram’s positive, competitive atmosphere. 
For registration details and program infor-
mation, visit www.FuryEliteBasketball. 
com or email furyelitebball@gmail.com.

Local Girls Shine in B-Ball League

http://www.FuryEliteBasketball
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“As Charles 
 Dickens, whom 

I quoted a 
few moments 

ago, said  
so well in 

“A Christmas 
Carol,” “God 

bless us, 
every one.””

Guest Editorial

By David Tangipa  
 
America, listen carefully. There is 

a man in California who presents him-
self as the embodiment of progressive 
elegance. Impeccable suits, polished 
rhetoric and a vision that sounds trans-
formative until you look at the results. 
His name is Gavin Newsom. For eight 
years he has governed the Golden State 
with a style that puts spectacle ahead 
of substance. Now the rest of the coun-
try is being 
courted by his am-
bitions, and it falls 
to those of us who 
have watched this 
administration up 
close to sound the 
alarm: a Newsom 
presidency would 
be a fiscal and 
governance disas-
ter of historic pro-
portions. 

This week the 
nonpartisan Leg-
islative Analyst’s 
Office, or LAO, 
released its latest 
Fiscal Outlook. 
The numbers are 
brutal: an $18 bil-
lion deficit in 2026-27 that widens to 
roughly $35 billion in annual structural 
red ink starting in 2027-28. These are 

not passing problems. They are the di-
rect result of a governing philosophy 
that treats taxpayer dollars as unlim-
ited and accountability as optional. 

Consider the evidence. 
California High-Speed Rail was 

sold as a world-class project: Los An-
geles to San Francisco in under three 
hours for $33 billion, finished around 
2020. A great idea in theory. Why 
shouldn’t the richest state in the richest 
nation have modern infrastructure? I 

was 12 when vot-
ers approved it in 
2008 and had no 
say in the matter. 
Today I’m 29. 
The price tag has 
exploded past 
$135 billion, the 
timeline is a 
decade late, and 
not one mile of 
true high-speed 
track is running. 
What we have in-
stead is a monu-
ment to 
mismanagement. 
Expensive, end-
less, and going 
precisely nowhere 
fast. 

Then there is homelessness. Since 
Newsom took office, California has 
spent roughly $36 billion trying to 

Consider Yourself Warned

 
This week the nonpartisan 

Legislative Analyst’s Office, or 
LAO, released its latest Fiscal 
Outlook. The numbers are bru-
tal: an $18 billion deficit in 
2026-27 that widens to roughly 
$35 billion in annual structural 
red ink starting in 2027-28. 
These are not passing problems. 
They are the direct result of a 
governing philosophy that treats 
taxpayer dollars as unlimited 
and accountability as optional. 

 

solve it. The result? More than 
180,000 people on our streets. Over a 
third of the entire nation’s homeless 
population. We didn’t bend the curve; 
we broke the bank and made the crisis 
worse. That isn’t compassion. That’s 
incompetence in a caring mask. 

And the bitter punchline: when 
you adjust for cost of living, Califor-
nia has the highest poverty rate in 
America. The wealthiest state in the 
wealthiest country has perfected the 
art of being extravagantly broke. 

Every time reality bites, Governor 
Newsom reaches for the same play-
book: eloquent deflections, blame 
shifted to Washington or “systemic” 
forces, followed by demands for more 
spending, more programs, more taxes. 
Always more. It’s the political version 
of a guy who has maxed out every 
credit card insisting the answer is a 
higher limit. 

Please see EDITORIAL on P. 12
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I think there is a beautiful juxtapo-
sition that happens this time of year. The 
year is drawing to a close, and the dark-
ness seems heavier as the night arrives 
earlier and lingers longer. The cold 
nudges us indoors, slows our pace, and 
invites a certain stillness. And yet, 
against the darkness, Christmas lights 
shine defiantly in neighborhoods with 
color shimmering off rooftops and danc-
ing across the lawns while the soft glow 
of the Christmas tree brings warmth to 
the home. And there, in the midst of the 
cold and quiet, glistening between the 
light and color, is the feeling of hope. 
It’s almost tangible as it hangs in the air. 
There is a shared longing that whatever 
storms, heartaches or hard lessons this 
year brought were not wasted but in-
stead served as bridges leading us to-
ward something better as the dawn of a 
new year breaks.  

This season naturally invites reflec-
tion. When we 
take stock of the 
last 12 months, 
our perspective 
determines what 
we see. Some of 
us focus on the 
struggles, the dis-
appointments, the 
u n a n s w e r e d  
prayers, the plans 
that didn’t unfold 
the way we hoped. 
Others see growth, 
resilience, and quiet victories that might 
have gone unnoticed in the busyness of 
everyday life. The truth is, every year, 
like every season, is made up of both 
wins and losses. The wins encourage us. 
They affirm what of which we are capa-
ble, that progress is possible, and that 
joy can still be found because it exists 
there in every win. But the losses, those 
are often where the deepest growth hap-
pens. Loss forces us to pause and reflect. 
It reveals where we need to change, 
what we need to do differently, and how 
we might pivot moving forward. If we 
are willing to look honestly, loss be-
comes a teacher rather than just a 
wound.  

I’ve always been pretty vocal about 
my love for Christmas. The lights, the 
music, the chill in the air; it all fills me 
with a sense of magic and wonder that 
brings me back to my childhood. 
There’s something about this season that 
softens people. It encourages generosity 
and reflection, even if just for a moment. 
But more than the decorations and tradi-

The Magic that is Christmas

tions, the best part of Christmas has al-
ways been the hope. The hope of a new 
year. The hope of fresh beginnings and 
unexpected blessings. The hope that the 
pain endured this year was not the end 
of the story, but a chapter preparing us 
for what comes next. Sometimes that 
hope feels calm and steady. Other times 
it is fragile, born out of exhaustion or 
desperation. Still, hope shows up, per-
sistent and powerful, especially this time 

of year.  
At its core, 

though, is that 
hope comes from 
something far 
deeper than twin-
kling lights or sea-
sonal cheer. It 
comes from the 
birth of our Sav-
ior, Jesus Christ, 
who entered a bro-
ken world to bring 
redemption, peace 

and salvation. The hope of Christmas is 
rooted in His love. Our hearts long for 
the peace that only He can give, not just 
in December, but every day of the year. 
His light reaches into the darkest corners 
of our lives. His peace steadies us in the 
middle of the storm. His presence sus-
tains us when we are convinced nothing 
will ever change or get better. This time 
of year brings all of that into sharp focus 
as we gather with family, practice gen-
erosity, and intentionally place love and 
peace at the forefront of our lives. It’s a 
reminder that this hope isn’t seasonal or 
fragile, but steady and enduring, meant 
to carry us well beyond Christmas and 
into every day that follows.  

So, this Christmas, allow yourself 
to fully embrace the season. Drive 
through neighborhoods and take in the 
lights. Let the glow remind you that 
light always finds a way to shine in the 
darkness. Listen to the music and let it 
stir nostalgia for simpler days, when joy 

 
At its core, though, is that hope 

comes from something far deeper 
than twinkling lights or seasonal 
cheer. It comes from the birth of 
our Savior, Jesus Christ, who en-
tered a broken world to bring re-
demption, peace and salvation. 

Please see GEN WHY on P. 7
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“ B r e n d a ? ”  c a l l e d  t h e  

n u r s e  t o  w e l c o m e  m e  i n  f o r  
m y  w e e k l y  a l l e r g y  s h o t s .  I  
w a s  s u r p r i s e d  w h e n  t w o  o f  u s  
s t o o d  u p .  A f t e r  s e e k i n g  c l a r i -
f i c a t i o n ,  I  w a i t e d  f o r  “ B r e n d a  
M . ”  t o  b e  c a l l e d .  I  c a n  c o u n t  
o n  o n e  h a n d  t h e  B r e n d a s  I ’ v e  
k n o w n  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .   

I m a g i n e  m y  s u r p r i s e  w h e n  
a t  t h e  n e x t  v i s i t  a  d i f f e r e n t  
B r e n d a  a n d  I  s h a r e d  t h e  w a i t -
i n g  r o o m .  
A n d  a n o t h e r  
n e w  B r e n d a  a  
c o u p l e  w e e k s  
l a t e r .  M y  f a -
v o r i t e  o u t  o f  
t h e  t h r e e  
o t h e r  B r e n d a s  
i s  t h e  l i t t l e  
r o u n d - f a c e d  
s e v e n - y e a r -
o l d  w i t h  
b r i g h t  r e d  h a i r .  S h e  t h o u g h t  
i t  w a s  g r e a t  t h a t  w e  s h a r e d  a  
n a m e  a n d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  t o l d  
m e  s h e  w a s  n a m e d  a f t e r  h e r  
g r a n d m a  w h o  h a d  p a s s e d  
a w a y  b u t  a l s o  h a d  r e d  h a i r  
l i k e  h e r s .   

I  t h o u g h t  m y  n a m e  w a s  
u n u s u a l  —  m o r e  u n i q u e .  
T u r n s  o u t ,  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  
m y  a l l e r g y  o f f i c e ,  i t ’ s  n o t .  
H a d  I  n o t  h e a r d  t h e  o t h e r  
B r e n d a s ’  n a m e s  c a l l e d ,  I  
w o u l d n ’ t  h a v e  k n o w n  w h a t  
w e  s h a r e  i n  c o m m o n .   

A t  t h e  f i r s t  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  
o r g a n i z i n g  c l a s s  I  t e a c h ,  I  
a s k  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  s h a r e  
w h a t  m o t i v a t e d  t h e m  t o  a t -
t e n d .  I t ’ s  a l m o s t  a n  a u d i b l e  
c o l l e c t i v e  s i g h  o f  r e l i e f  a s  
t h e y  h e a r  o t h e r s  s h a r e  t h e i r  
o r g a n i z i n g  c h a l l e n g e s  —  

S o ,  Yo u  T h i n k  
Yo u ’ r e  U n i q u e ?

p a p e r  p i l e s ,  c l u t t e r e d  b e d -
r o o m s ,  w a l k - i n  c l o s e t s  y o u  
c a n ’ t  w a l k  i n t o ,  e t c .  M o s t  
t h i n k  t h e i r  c h a l l e n g e  i s  
u n i q u e  w h e n  i t ’ s  n o t .   

D u r i n g  t h e  h o l i d a y s  y o u  
m i g h t  b e  i n v i t e d  t o  h o m e s  
w h e r e  i t  l o o k s  l i k e  “ a l l  i s  
c a l m ,  a l l  i s  b r i g h t . ”  C h a n c e s  
a r e ,  i t ’ s  n o t .  M o s t  o f  u s  e x -
p e r i e n c e  a n  a d d e d  c h a l l e n g e  
t o  s t a y  o r g a n i z e d  w i t h  t h e  
e x t r a  d é c o r ,  a c t i v i t i e s ,  f o o d ,  
g i f t  w r a p ,  v i s i t o r s  a n d  g i f t s  
t h a t  a c c o m p a n y  t h e  h o l i d a y s .  
H e r e  a r e  a  f e w  t i p s  t o  e a s e  
t h e  h o l i d a y  c h a l l e n g e .  

Yo u ’ r e  n o t  a l o n e .  R e m e m -
b e r  t h a t  t h e  u n i q u e  o n e s  a r e  
t h o s e  w h o  b r e e z e  t h r o u g h  t h e  
h o l i d a y s  w i t h  f l a w l e s s  o r d e r .  
T h e  r e s t  o f  u s  e x p e r i e n c e  
c h a l l e n g e s .   

L e t  g o  o f  p e r f e c t i o n .  
D o n ’ t  a l l o w  s o c i a l  m e d i a  t o  
c r e a t e  y o u r  s t a n d a r d .  Y o u r  
g u e s t s  m a y  b e  r e l i e v e d  t o  
f i n d  t h i n g s  a r e n ’ t  p e r f e c t  a t  
y o u r  p l a c e ,  s i n c e  t h e i r  h o m e s  
a r e n ’ t  p e r f e c t  e i t h e r .  

F o c u s  o n  
k e e p i n g  c o m -
m o n  a r e a s  
c l e a r .  Y o u  
m a y  n e e d  t o  
s t u f f  s o m e  
t h i n g s  i n t o  a n  
a l r e a d y  c l u t -
t e r e d  c l o s e t ,  
g a r a g e ,  o r  
h o m e  o f f i c e .  
B e t t e r  t o  d o  

t h a t  t h a n  b e  s t r e s s e d  o u t  b y  
s e e i n g  i t  t h r o u g h  t h e  h o l i -
d a y s .   

P r a c t i c e  a  1 0 - m i n u t e  t i d y .  
B e f o r e  g o i n g  t o  b e d  c r u i s e  
t h r o u g h  t h e  c o m m o n  a r e a s  
a n d  t i d y  u p .   

S c h e d u l e  p o s t - h o l i d a y  o r -
g a n i z i n g  s e s s i o n s .  G i v e  y o u r -
s e l f  a  d e a d l i n e  f o r  p a c k i n g  
a n d  s t o r i n g  y o u r  h o l i d a y  
d é c o r .  T h e n ,  m o v e  o n  t o  
t h o s e  c l o s e t s  a n d  c a t c h - a l l  
r o o m s  t h a t  h e l p e d  k e e p  y o u r  
c o m m o n  a r e a s  c l e a r .   

O r g a n i z e  Yo u r  P a p e r ,  
S p a c e  a n d  L i f e  C l a s s .  T o  
j u m p - s t a r t  t h e  n e w  y e a r ,  c o n -
s i d e r  s i g n i n g  u p  f o r  m y  
t h r e e - s e s s i o n  c l a s s  F e b .  3 ,  1 0  
a n d  1 7 .  V i s i t  w w w . c l o -
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felt effortless and wonder came easily. 
Drink cocoa by the fire. Sit quietly by the 
tree and let its warmth fill your home. 
Spend time with friends and family. Choose 
connection over distraction. Wrap yourself 
in love, laughter, and shared memories.  

Above all, let your spirit be moved 
and your heart be open to hope. The same 
hope the Christ child brought with him 
into that humble manger. Invite Jesus in 
and allow Him to take root as one year 
gives way to the next. When we anchor 
ourselves in Him, even uncertainty loses 
its power to overwhelm us. The world will 
not always be dark, it will not always be 

cold, and it will not always be lonely, be-
cause the Lord has come. 

As this season draws to a close and a 
new year waits just beyond the horizon, 
may we carry this hope with us into our 
homes, our relationships, and the quiet 
moments when life feels uncertain. May 
we choose light when darkness feels 
close, generosity when it would be easier 
to retreat, and faith that better days lie 
ahead. The hope of Christmas does not 
fade when the decorations come down, it 
remains steady and sustaining, guiding us 
into whatever comes next.  

Here's wishing you all a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy and Hopeful New 
Year! 

Please see ORGANIZE on P. 12

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

 
R e m e m b e r  t h a t  t h e  

u n i q u e  o n e s  a r e  t h o s e  
w h o  b r e e z e  t h r o u g h  t h e  
h o l i d a y s  w i t h  f l a w l e s s  
o r d e r.  T h e  r e s t  o f  u s  e x -
p e r i e n c e  c h a l l e n g e s .   

 

Say you saw it in the Independent
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Thanksgiving is over for another 

year, all the leftovers are gone and it 
is time to think about Christmas and 
New Year’s. Will it be beef, ham, 
turkey or pork? I know a family that 
doesn’t fix a big dinner on Christmas. 
After all the gifts are unwrapped, they 
fix a big breakfast and spend the after-
noon visiting with family and friends 
that can’t get out. Then it is sand-
wiches and snacks in the afternoon. 

Someone was in the office the 
other day and said he was going to 
visit a family that doesn’t cook dinner 
on Christmas and wanted to take a 
couple of snack 
food dishes with 
him. So I put on 
my thinking cap 
and came up with 
a few that I know 
and like. Be sure 
to take simple 
things, you don’t 
have to be elabo-
rate. I can remem-
ber as a kid my 
grandmother al-
ways having a 
bowl of sugared 
walnuts on the 
table. This is her 
recipe 

Sugared Wal-
nuts 

1 C sugar 
7 T milk 
Boil 4 minutes and pour over 2 or 

3 cups of walnuts. Pour onto a pan that 
has been covered with wax paper. Let 
cool and break into bite size pieces. 

Or my mom would always have a 
bowl of almonds. You can do these 
two different ways, either with the 
hulls on or off the almonds. If you 
have kids, they can help you take the 
hulls off the almonds, however you 
will probably have almonds all over 
the kitchen as I remember we did. Put 
whatever amount of almonds you are 
going to toast in boiling water for just 
a minute or two and this will loosen 
the hulls. Put them in cool water so 

Christmas Snacking

E d i t o r ’s  N o t e :  W i t h  t h e  
p a s s i n g  o f  A u n t  J e a n ,  I  h a v e  
d e c i d e d  t o  b r i n g  y o u  a  “ B e s t  
O f ”  o f  h e r  r e c i p e s  o v e r  t h e  
p a s t  1 0  y e a r s .  G o o d  r e c i p e s  
a r e  t i m e l e s s  a n d  I  h o p e  y o u  
e n j o y  t h e m  a l l  o v e r  a g a i n .

(December 2015)
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Click on “Local News” at 

they are easy to handle. With a gentle 
push the hull should come right off, or 
if the kids are “helping” they can 
squirt the almond meat out of the hull. 
Let the almonds dry completely. 

In a frying pan, heat enough oil to 
cover the bottom of the pan. Pour in 
the dried almonds and stirring until 
they are browned and crisp. With a 
slotted spoon, remove almonds from 
pan onto paper towel lined baking 
sheet and sprinkle with salt while they 
are still hot. 

One of my all-time favorites is the 
Seven Layer dip. I don’t know why 
they call it seven layers because it is 
more than seven. When I make it, I 
usually use a large cookie sheet, but 

you can use any 
flat plate or platter 
or cookie sheet, 
depending on the 
amount you want 
to make. The 
quantities in 
parentheses are 
the amount I use – 
you use whatever 
you need.  

Seven Layer 
Dip 

Refried Beans 
(2 or 3 cans) 

Sour cream 
(small container) 

G u a c a m o l e  
(small container) 

Chopped Or-
tega chilies – 
Drained. (2 small 

cans) 
Lettuce – shredded (enough to 

cover) 
Tomatoes – Chopped – (2 or 3, de-

pending on size) 
Green Onions – Chopped – (1 or 2 

onions) Optional 
Sliced Olives (1 or 2 of the little 

cans) 
Cheese – Shredded – Cheddar, 

Mexican mix, or even pepper jack. 
On your serving plate layer the 

beans, top with the sour cream, gua-
camole, sprinkle on the chilies, and 
then cover the layers with the lettuce. 
Sprinkle on the tomatoes, green 
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onions, olives and the cheese. Serve 
with tortilla chips. 

My niece Rachael serves a dip that 
is yummy and usually goes fast. 

Rachael’s Spinach Dip 
1 Box (10 oz.) frozen chopped 

spinach, cooked, cooled and squeezed 
dry. 

1 container (16 oz.) Sour Cream 
1 C mayonnaise 
1 pkg. Knorr vegetable mix 
2 or 3 ribs of celery, chopped 
2 or 3 green onions chopped (op-

tional) 
1 loaf French bread 
Combine all ingredients except 

bread and chill for at least 2 hours. Cut 
the top off the bread and hollow out, 
saving the cut out bread to use for dip-
ping. When ready to serve, put chilled 
dip in hollowed bread loaf and serve 
with the reserved bread that has been 
cut into bite size pieces. When the dip 
is gone, cut up the “bowl” and eat it. 

How about a tray of pinwheels – 
easy to make, and delicious 

Pinwheels 
1 (8 oz.) Pkg. cream cheese 
1 (16 oz.) sour cream 
1 pkg. ranch dip (dry) 
1 lb. sliced deli meat (ham, turkey, beef) 

8 large flour tortillas 
In large bowl mix together cream 

cheese, sour cream, and dry ranch dip 
mix. Beat until smooth. Spread a thin 
layer of mix on each tortilla. Top with 
layer of deli meat. Roll each tortilla 
up tightly and wrap with plastic wrap. 
Refrigerate until ready to serve. When 
ready to serve, cut each roll into ¾- to 
1-inch slices. Place on serving platter. 
Using a serrated knife is helpful. 

If you don’t want to go to the 
trouble of making an appetizer, go to 
the produce department and buy a va-
riety of vegetables to be eaten raw – 
broccoli, carrots, celery, cucumber, 
zucchini and cherry tomatoes. While 
you are in the store, buy a can of 
black olives and a container of ranch 
dressing. Wash and slice the vegeta-
bles into serving sizes, place on a 
platter with the drained olives and 
pour the dressing into a bowl and you 
have a wonderful appetizer. 

There you have some sugges-
tions. Regardless of what you serve 
for dinner or snacks, I pray that each 
of you and your family have a 
blessed and Merry Christmas and the 
happiest and most prosperous New 
Year. 

 
If you don’t want to go to 

the trouble of making an appe-
tizer, go to the produce depart-
ment and buy a variety of 
vegetables to be eaten raw – 
broccoli, carrots, celery, cu-
cumber, zucchini and cherry 
tomatoes. While you are in the 
store, buy a can of black olives 
and a container of ranch dress-
ing ... place on a platter with 
the drained olives and pour the 
dressing into a bowl and you 
have a wonderful appetizer. 

  



Page  9

www.The Ranchos.com

12
/2

5

Senior Report

Christmas Cheer and a New Year
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By Melanie Williams 
 
The chilly winter months of January 

are coming as we wrap up the Christmas 
season with family and friends. The New 
Year is just around the corner with a 
fresh, crisp wintry season ahead. 

At the Christmas Potluck, we pre-
sented the new board members of the 
2026-2027 Board to the seniors in atten-
dance. Any member is welcome to attend 
board meetings on the second Monday of 
each month, to meet new board members 
or get more information about what we 
are planning for the Senior Center. 

The California Fish Grill fundraiser 
is scheduled for Jan. 13. You can enjoy 
lunch or dinner at California Fish Grill 
and help the Ranchos/Hills Senior Cen-
ter raise proceeds from the sales. For 
more information, please contact the 
Senior Center at 559-645-4864. 

We are host-
ing a guest presen-
tation at the Senior 
Center for the 
Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation on Jan. 23 
at noon. The guest 
speaker will pres-
ent the facts about 
the disease and 
what caretakers 
can do to support dementia patients and 
their loved ones. The presentation will 
include a time to answer questions and 
distribute materials that aid in the sup-
port of Alzheimer’s patients. Any mem-
ber of the community is welcome to join 
us at the Alzheimer’s presentation on 
Jan. 23. 

Madera Ranchos seniors are invited 
to start the new year at the Senior Center 
by joining the Senior Hot Lunch pro-
gram. Any seniors, 60 years and older, 
living in the community or surrounding 
area, are encouraged to come and enjoy 
a hot meal and the company of your local 
senior community. Our partners in this 
program would like to expand this out-
reach to seniors who may not be getting 
out often, to come, enjoy a hearty hot 
lunch and visit with other seniors from 
the neighborhood. We are working with 
the Eastern Madera Recreation and Parks 
Department and the Fresno-Madera 
Agency on Aging to host this senior out-
reach program at the Ranchos/Hills Sen-
ior Center in the Madera Ranchos. You 
can join the Senior Hot Lunch any time, 
for additional information, please call the 

Ranchos/Hills Senior Center at 559-645-
4864 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

We are looking forward to fill the 
calendar with activities in 2026 at the 
Senior Center, so remember to mark 
your calendar with some important dates. 

The Basket Weaving Class is on 
Tuesday, Jan. 6 from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
Terry Killingsworth volunteers to teach 
and guide the Basket Cases and members 
who wish to learn pine needle bas-
ketweaving. She is a true artisan of the 
technique and welcomes all new inter-
ested seniors of the community at her 
free classes at the Senior Center. 

The new Line Dance Class is kickin’ 
up its heels with instructor Jennifer 
Howe. Jennifer is very patient to clarify 
steps and review sequences at a pace that 
seniors can learn to line dance. We had a 
great group of novice line dancers join 
us in the last few months. The next 

scheduled classes 
are Wednesday, 
Jan. 7 and 
Wednesday, Jan. 
21 from 2 p.m. to 3 
p.m. All Line 
Dance Classes 
begin at 2 p.m. at 
the Ranchos/Hills 
Senior Center. 

Monthly ac-
tivities at the Senior Center include Ex-
ercise Class every Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday at 10 a.m. with Jo Chase. 
Card and Table Games are on Thursdays 
starting at 12:15 p.m. during the chilly 
winter months. Come and join the senior 
group for an afternoon of card games 
every Thursday. 

The Odd Fellows Breakfast is on 
Sunday, Jan. 18 from 7:30 a.m. to 11 
a.m. They give the majority of their pro-
ceeds each month to different local char-
ities in Madera County. 

Brown Bag Day is on Wednesday, 
Jan. 21 from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the 
Ranchos/Hills Senior Center. 

The monthly Saturday Sale is can-
celled for January 2026 because of the 
holidays. The Senior Center will be 
closed on Dec. 25 and 26 for the Christ-
mas holidays. We will also be closed on 
Jan. 1 for New Years Day. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year from the members of the Ran-
chos/Hills Senior Center. Thought for 
December: “Gifts of time and love are 
surely the basic ingredients of a truly 
Merry Christmas.” — Peg Bracken 

 
We are looking forward to fill 

the calendar with activities in 2026 
at the Senior Center, so remember 
to mark your calendar with some 
important dates. 
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Click on “Local News” at 

Friday, March 6 • 6 p.m.

The DANTE CLUB • No-Host Bar • Live/SilentAuctions
Your $75 ticket includes Crab, Salad, Pasta, Bread and Dessert!

Tables of 10 are available for your Business or Group for only $700. Business Sponsorships are also available. 
Call for info. Proceeds go to the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce. Get your tickets early! You can get 
tickets NOW at the Chamber office for Christmas presents! Call the Chamber at 645-4001 for more info.
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The 22nd Annual Chamber

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT THE CHAMBER

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our next meeting, Wednesday, 
January 14 at 6 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C in the Maywood Center. Come join us and see what’s going 
on in your community. Call us at 645-4001.
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Real Estate

12/25

v i s a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . c o m ,  o r  c a l l  
5 5 9 - 3 2 7 - 2 8 0 0  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r -
m a t i o n .    

T h e  m e s s a g e  o f  C h r i s t m a s  
a l s o  c a r r i e s  c o n t r a s t i n g  p a r t s  
o f  c o m m o n a l i t y  a n d  u n i q u e -
n e s s .   

“ F o r  G o d  s o  l o v e d  t h e  
w o r l d  t h a t  H e  g a v e  H i s  o n l y  
S o n ,  t h a t  w h o e v e r  b e l i e v e s  i n  
H i m ,  s h o u l d  n o t  p e r i s h  b u t  

h a v e  e t e r n a l  l i f e . ”  ( J o h n  3 : 1 6 )   
W e  a l l  s h a r e  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a  

S a v i o r ,  b u t  G o d  c a l l s  u s  i n d i -
v i d u a l l y  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  g i f t  
H e  g a v e  —  J e s u s .  M a y  y o u  a n d  
y o u r s  k n o w  t h e  S a v i o r  a n d  e x -
p e r i e n c e  e t e r n a l  l i f e  i n  H i m .  

M e r r y  C h r i s t m a s !  
 
F o r  m o r e  i n f o ,  c o n t a c t  O r -

g a n i z e d  B y  C h o i c e  a t  5 5 9 - 8 7 1 -
3 3 1 4  o r  e m a i l  t h e m  a t  
i n f o @ o r g a n i z e d b y c h o i c e . c o m .

ORGANIZE cont. from P. 7

This is not vision. This is vanity. 
The LAO report is crystal clear: re-

serves are gutted, the gimmicks are 
used up, and California is living on bor-
rowed time and borrowed money. 

America, do not be seduced. 
Gavin Newsom is the slickest 

salesman California has ever produced, 
but he is peddling a product that has al-
ready failed in the biggest laboratory 
available. Put him in the White House 
and he will simply nationalize Califor-
nia’s dysfunction: soaring deficits, bil-

lions flushed on vanity projects, and 
lectures about sacrifice from a govern-
ment that refuses to make any itself. 

We deserve better. You deserve 
better. 

Do not hand this man the keys to 
the country’s future. The bill would be 
astronomical, and every American 
would end up holding it. 

Consider yourself warned. Heed it. 
 
David Tangipa is a member of the 

California State Assembly from the 8th 
District, representing Southeast 
Madera County. 

EDITORIAL cont. from P. 5

WE’RE ON THE WEB!

www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com

Visit the Ranchos Independent’s own Website and get fully 
downloadable back issues of the Ranchos Independent 

(beginning with April 2006)
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By Anthony Forestiere 
 

California Taxpayers 
Face Key Year-End 

Deadlines as 2025 Closes 
 
As 2025 draws to a close, financial 

experts are urging California residents to 
take advantage of remaining opportuni-
ties to reduce both federal and state tax 
burdens. With unique state rules govern-
ing deductions, credits and income treat-
ment, proactive planning before Dec. 31 
may result in significant savings when 
taxpayers file returns in early 2026. 

Retirement Contributions Still 
Offer Relief 

Tax professionals say the simplest 
step Californians can take is to increase 
contributions to employer retirement 
plans such as 401(k), 403(b), and 457 ac-

1146 Barstow #G • Clovis
559-797-2528

Caesar Dents 
& Auto Body Repair

If you’ve been involved in a wreck, you know there’s nothing worse. Will 
your car be like it was? Will it cost an arm and a leg to fix? Will it take 
forever? Call Caesar Dents. Estimates are always free, the work is 
impeccable and the price just might surprise you.

Auto • Aircraft • Boats 12
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counts. Contributions reduce federal taxable 
income and help offset the state's high mar-
ginal tax rates. Workers aged 50 and older can 
make additional catch-up contributions. 

Capital Gains Hit Harder in California 
Unlike federal law, California taxes all 

capital gains as ordinary income. Advisors say 
this makes year-end strategies such as selling 
losing investments — known as tax-loss har-
vesting — especially valuable. 

Charitable Giving Remains a Powerful 
Tool  

Californians who plan to itemize deduc-
tions may reduce taxable income through qual-
ified charitable contributions. Donations of 
cash or appreciated stock made before Dec. 31 
count toward 2025 deductions. 

State Deduction Rules Differ from Fed-
eral Limits  

California imposes no limit on state and 
local tax (SALT) deductions, making itemiz-
ing more beneficial for many taxpayers. 

Withholding Adjustments Can Prevent 
April Surprises 

Because California has one of the nation’s 
most progressive income tax systems, year-end 
withholding adjustments can be crucial — es-
pecially for those receiving year-end bonuses. 

HSA and FSA Rules Demand At-
tention 

California does not conform to fed-
eral HSA tax benefits. FSAs remain use-
ful, but balances must often be used 
before expiration. 

Business Owners Face Additional 
Obligations  

Small businesses may need to evalu-
ate equipment purchases, payroll compli-
ance, and the Pass-Through Entity (PTE) 
elective tax. 

State Credits Can Reduce Liability 
California residents may benefit 

from credits such as CalEITC, the Young 
Child Tax Credit, and clean-energy in-
centives. 

Estate Planning Still Relevant De-
spite No State Estate Tax 

Federal estate tax thresholds make 
year-end gifting strategies important even 
though California has no estate or inher-
itance tax. 

Experts Encourage Early Prepara-
tion for Filing Season 

Professionals recommend gathering 
property tax receipts, donation records 
and financial statements before year-end 

for a smoother 2026 filing season. 
Along with others, SEMCU is a non-

profit organization that represents the in-
terests of the residents, property owners 
and businesses in Southeastern Madera 
County. Its concerns, among other issues, 
are our community, safety, water, traffic, 
schools, future parks and energy. We in-
vite community members to join 
SEMCU as board members to help shape 
the Southeast Madera County area and 
help make a difference for our families 
and youngsters. Together, we can build a 
stronger, more vibrant community.  

SEMCU meets once per month for 
about an hour. You may join us online to 
virtually participate. To join online, go to 
www.semcu.org for a link and simple in-
structions. Or, if you prefer, you can call 
in on your cellphone at 669-900-6833 
then enter the ID# 83632424343 fol-
lowed with the access code 85422. Our 
next meeting is Tuesday, Jan. 20 at 6 p.m. 
“See you online” and make your voice 
heard!  

 
SEMCU is “By the Community,  

For the Community”

By Dan Walters 
 
Nineteen years ago, during Arnold 

Schwarzenegger’s governorship, he and the 
Legislature created a program that would, 
in theory, reduce California’s emissions of 
carbon dioxide and other gases deemed to 
affect the planet’s climate. The plan, 
dubbed cap and trade, authorizes the Cali-
fornia Air Resources Board to conduct 
quarterly auctions of emissions allowances 
which refineries, electric power generators 
and other industrial facilities purchase to 
offset their emissions. It’s an alternative to 
actually reducing emissions or financing 
other projects to cut them. 

Proceeds from the auctions have 
steadily increased and today run about $5 
billion a year, which the state is spending 
on climate-related projects, officials boast. 

“The program’s proceeds have funded 
nearly $33 billion in investments across the 
state and cut carbon pollution equivalent to 
taking 1.3 million gas-powered cars off the 
road,” Gov. Newsom’s proposed 2025-26 
budget declared. 

The program is due to expire in 2030, 
and Newsom wanted the Legislature to ex-
tend it to 2045, the date when California is 
supposed to achieve carbon emission neu-
trality. Legislators balked at a simple ex-

tension and, instead, insisted on making 
some changes that tightened the number of 
emission allowances and gave lawmakers 
more authority over spending the revenues. 

The program gained a new name, “cap-
and-invest,” which implies that, as the auc-
tion proceeds have reached 
multi-billion-dollar levels, politicians’ chief 
focus for how the money is spent has 
changed from emissions reduction. 

As a new report on the revisions from 
the Legislative Analyst’s Office points out, 
cap-and-invest funds “can continue to be 
viewed as akin to tax revenues and be 
legally available to expend for any pur-
pose.” In other words, while the program is 
touted as financing emission-reducing pro-
grams, its billions in revenue can be spent 
on anything a governor and legislators want 
to finance. 

The state’s woebegone bullet train 
project has been receiving a quarter of auc-
tion revenues, roughly $1 billion a year. But 
in the new version it will be guaranteed a 
flat $1 billion a year to keep it alive — 
barely — as state officials try to scare up 
the many billions of dollars more needed 
for the bullet train to become a reality. 

 
This article originally appeared at 

www.calmatters.org. 

Cap and Trade Gets New Name 
and Can be Spent on Anything
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Super Crossword

Say you saw it in the Independent 

Have friends or family  
who love the 

Independent but live 
outside the area? Are 
you moving but you 

still want to keep in touch 
with what’s happening in 

Southeast Madera County? 

to the Independent

37167 Ave. 12, #5C 
Madera, CA 93636
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 local news • local events • local happenings  
editorial • games • real estate • columns
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SPREAD THE NEWS!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@yahoo.com
       IndependentThe
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www.The Ranchos.com

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

559-363-9095

“For the 
community, 

by the 
 community.”

SEMCU

Meetings ONLINE • Go to SEMCU.org 
3rd Tuesday of the month • 6 p.m.

QUALITY EXTERIORS, INC.

www.ankqualityexteriors.com

Contractor Lic. #996620
Bonded & Insured

559-645-1392

Real Estate & Mortgage Professionals

www.sellingfresnorealestate.com

Adrian Gutierrezcall

559-363-4968

http://SEMCU.org
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Click on “Local News” at 

Classified
Carpet/Aggregate Cleaning 
 
Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery -  "Dries  in  hours ,  not  days."  
BBB A+ ra t ing .  Epoxy/aggrega te  
spec ia l i s t  too .  Cal l  Bruce  today 
for  a  free  es t imate .  559-676-
0760.  
 
Firewood 
 
Firewood for sale  -  Seasoned Al-
mond f i rewood.  Round or  sp l i t .  
Call  259-7122 or 645-5523.  
 
Gutter Services 
 
The  Gut te r  Doctor  spec ia l iz ing  in  
both  cont inuous  and  s tandard  ra in  
gu t t e r s .  Gene ra l  Con t rac to r .  Re -
pa i r  Main tenance .  26  years  work-
ing  in  the  a rea .  Cal l   
5 5 9 - 9 0 8 - 0 7 5 9 .  
 
Housecleaning 
 
O n e  m o n t h  F R E E !  w i t h  6 -
m o n t h  a r r a n g e m e n t .  4 0  y e a r s  
o f  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  R a n c h o s .  -  
R e f e r e n c e s  a v a i l a b l e  -  L u p e ’ s  
H o u s e  C l e a n i n g ,  r e s i d e n t i a l ,  
o n e - t i m e  s e r v i c e ,  m o v e -
i n s / m o v e - o u t s ,  w i n d o w s ,  c o n -
s t r u c t i o n  c l e a n  u p .  
L u p e P r a d o 2 5 @ y a h o o  . c o m .  

C a l l  e i t h e r  o f  o u r  L O C A L  
n u m b e r s :  5 5 9 - 7 1 0 - 0 6 9 2  o r  
6 5 0 - 7 7 1 - 2 9 1 5 .  
 
Property Clean Up  
 
P r o p e r t y  c l e a n  u p ,  l a n d s c a p e  
ma in t enance  and  t r ee  t r imming  -  
FREE  ESTIMATES.  P ro fes s iona l  
a n d  r e l i a b l e .  C a l l  E r i c  a t  5 5 9 -
903-3757 .  
 
Recyclables Pick Up 
 
KEEP IT LOCAL -  FREE RECY-
CLING PICKUP -  AmericanMade 
Direct /Kids4recycl ing offers  f ree  
pickup of  newspaper ,  shredded 
paper,  al l  household plastic,  glass,  
aluminum and t in cans (containers 
DON’T need to  be CRV).  Metal  
haul  away and cleanups avai lable  
a lso!  80% return back to  commu-
nity! Call Dianna at 559-999-6832.  
 
Tractor/Trenching Services 
 
BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING 
POSTHOLES - Trees - Trenching - 
Clean Up. TRACTOR WORK  
Discing - Rototill ing - Mowing - 
Scraping - Stump Grinding. Call 
John at 908-1066. 

TO ADVERTISE call 559-645-0634

12/25

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
the Independent

• One of the best ways to eat less at a holiday 
party is to eat something small that is healthy and 
slightly filling before you head out. You'll make 
better decisions when you aren't starving, and 
save yourself a ton of calories. Here are more 
ways to keep holiday parties from blowing your 
calorie budget. 
• "Going potluck? Bring your own healthy appe-
tizer to the party. This way, you'll be certain to have at least one dish on which 
you can pig out. Go with cut vegetables and dip rather than bringing chips or 
bread. You can use the veggies to pair with other dips to save more calories." -
- A.R. in Texas 
• Drinks are full of empty calories, whether they are cocktails or sugary sodas, 
so slow down and have water every other drink. When at the bar, ask for low-
calorie mixers like soda water, not sugary juices, to whip up your cocktail.  
• "How much wine is in your pour? Extra-large cups and free-flowing bottles 
can mean super-sized servings of vino. A serving of wine is 5 ounces. Here's a 
tip: Set your wine glass on the table. It will be easier to see how much is in your 
glass." -- Y.O. in New York 
• You might be packing it on, but you can also burn it off. Commit to dancing 
every other song. Get your workout out of the way early so you feel great in the 
evening.  
• "Walk away from the food table so you don't graze. Never sit at a table with 
bowls of anything parked in front of you. Work the room instead." -- A.A. in 
Florida 
 

Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip,  
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803  

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.  



www.The Ranchos.com

Page 17

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) An old adversary wants to make amends over the Christmas 
holiday. The decision is yours. But wouldn't it be nice to share the upcoming new year with 
another friend? 
 
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) As news of your work gets around, expect to receive a special 
holiday "gift" from influential contacts who could help you launch your new projects in the new year. 
 
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Instead of fussing over what you didn't do to prepare for the 
holidays, relax and enjoy the kudos for a job truly well done. A happy surprise awaits you early 
next year. 
 
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) The best way to shake off lingering holiday blues is to join loved 
ones in the fun and festivities of this special time. A confusing situation starts to make sense in 
upcoming weeks. 
 
LEO (July 23 to August 22) Special emotional rewards mark this holiday time for LEOs and 
LEOnas who are able to open up to new relationships and the possibilities they offer in the 
upcoming year. 
 
VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Your efforts to make the holidays especially memorable 
for some people will be rewarded in some unexpected (but very welcome) ways in the 
upcoming year. 
 
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Be assured that your efforts to make this holiday special 
for everyone won't go unnoticed by those who could make some important changes in your life. 
 
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Lots of folks want you to light up their holiday parties. 
But try to take some quiet time 'twixt those glittering galas to spend with some very special 
people. 
 
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) While the current round of holiday revels has 
your social life on the fast track, someone special might want to keep pace with you next year 
as well. 
 
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Enjoy all the fun you deserve at this holiday time. 
However, don't lose sight of the need to check out some of the changes the new year is expected 
to bring. 
 
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) What happens during this holiday time can help clear 
up some of the confusion jeopardizing a once-stable relationship. Follow your instincts on what 
to do next. 
 
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Your holidays are brightened by new friends eager to become 
part of your life. But don't forget to spend time with that one special person. (You know who.) 

©2025 King Features Synd., Inc. 

You have the ability to encourage people to reach their  
potential by setting an example with your own efforts. 

Born this Week



Page 18

TRIVIA TEST 
By Fifi Rodriguez

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

 
1. James Garfield. 
2. Vietnam. 
3. Tim Allen. 
4. Augustus. 
5. Dublin, Ireland. 
6. Spot. 
7. A supernova. 
8. Cumulonimbus. 
9. Five states have no sales tax: Alaska,  
    Delaware, Montana, New Hampshire and 
    Oregon. 
10. They supply oxygen-rich blood to the face,  
      neck and brain.

Click on “Local News” at 

1. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who was the first left-
handed president? 2. GEOGRAPHY: What 
country is home to the largest cave in the 
world? 3. MOVIES: Who is the voice of Buzz 
Lightyear in the "Toy Story" movies? 4. HIS-
TORY: Who was the first emperor of Rome? 
5. LITERATURE: In what city is James 
Joyce's novel "Ulysses" set? 6. TELEVISION: 
What is the name of Data's cat on "Star Trek: 
The Next Generation"? 7. ASTRONOMY: 
What is an exploding star called? 8. SCI-
ENCE: What kind of cloud is associated with 
thunderstorms? 9. U.S. STATES: Which 
states have no sales tax? 10. ANATOMY: 
What is the function of the carotid arteries? 
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SUDOKU

©2025 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

CALL 559-645-0634
The Independent 

www.The Ranchos.com
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