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By Alejandro Lazo,

As the state battles climate change
and Californians drive fewer gas-pow-
ered cars, tax revenue will drop substan-
tially, according to a new state analysis.
EV fees will make up only part of the
transportation shortfall, so lawmakers
need new funding options.

California’s funding from gas taxes
will drop by nearly $6 billion in the next
decade due to the state’s electric car rules
and other climate programs, “likely re-
sulting in a
decline in
highway
conditions
for drivers,”
according to
a new state
analysis re-
leased today.

As Cali-
fornia phases
in major
policies
aimed at re-
ducing
greenhouse
gas  emis-
sions — such
as the mandates for zero-emission cars
and trucks — consumers buy less gaso-
line and diesel, and consequently pay
less taxes.

Those declines in tax dollars will be
partially offset by the state’s road im-
provement fee, which drivers pay when
they register their electric cars. But the
Legislative Analyst’s Office stressed that
overall, the state will still see a $4.4 bil-
lion drop in funding, a 31 percent de-
cline, over a decade, so the Legislature
and governor must come up with sub-
stantial new funding sources.

Unless the drop is accounted for
with new fees or other funding, there

Cal Gas Tax Will Drop by $6B

Electric cars could make our roads worse.

would be substantially less money for
highway programs as well as local road
maintenance, the analysts wrote. Work
supporting buses, trains and other public
transit options across the state also would
face drops in funding.

“As the state tries to meet its ambi-
tious climate goals through the adoption
of zero emission vehicles, and greater fuel
efficiency within conventional vehicles,
the report finds that we’ll see a decline in
fuel tax revenues,” said Frank Jimenez, a
senior fiscal and policy analyst with the

office.
Fuel
taxes and ve-
hicle  fees
fund about a
third of state

spending on
transporta-
tion.  This
year’s
budget,
passed in
June, in-
cludes about
$14.2 billion

in state fund-
ing for trans-
portation.

The report projects declines of $5
billion, or 64 percent, in the state’s gaso-
line excise tax, $290 million, or 20 per-
cent, in the diesel excise tax and $420
million, or 20 percent, in the diesel sales
tax, over the next decade.

Highway maintenance is funded pri-
marily by the fuel taxes “and therefore
will face significant funding declines,”
the report says. “... We project funding
for these programs will drop by roughly
$1.5 billion (26 percent) over the next
decade, from $5.7 billion to $4.2 billion.”

The state’s transportation agency,

Please see GAS TAX on P. 17

2023+ Top Ranchos Stories
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Supe Pay Raise Shot

1 Down/February « Who says

you can’t fight city hall — or in this

case, “County hall”? Angry protests by

common residents led to a 5-0 vote by the

Madera County Board of Supervisors to re-

peal a $30,000 spending increase voted by
the previous Board for themselves.

Lighted Stop Signs/July
It’s good to know that you don’t

HAVE to wait for the County to
do something when you have motivated
citizens willing to chip in. Local group
SEMCU saw a need for improved traffic
signs at Road 36 and Avenue 15 and put
their money where their mouth was.

MCH Closing Ramifica-

3 tions/May ¢ When Madera
Community Hospital closed,

many thought that was the end. But for
it to be a viable option for a future med-
ical group to possibly step in, there were
serious loose ends that HAD to be ad-
dressed. The “end” was the beginning.

Meet the New Supervi-

4 sor/January e After all the dust

settled from the County elections

in the previous year, the people of District

One got a chance to read about Jordan

Wamhoff and got an opportunity to better

understand his background, his thoughts
and his plans for our area.

Leg Bail/September ¢ One of

5 the best things about living here
is its relative safety when it

comes to crime. But in September, we
were reminded that it’s still a dangerous
world. A person in a stolen car decided to
“leg bail” near Liberty High and Ranchos
Middle School, causing a total lockdown.

any group of people out here

what they DON’T like and
traffic always bubbles to the top. Su-
pervisor Wamhoff decided to be
proactive and presented a series of
suggestions for our area roads in the
near, and long, term.

E Traffic Plans/October « Ask

Ranchos Sex Trafficker/

7 May e Another reminder of our

dangerous world, a Ranchos man

who had been accused of sex trafficking

back in 2020 looked like he was finally

going to court. Held on over $1M in bail,

his charges also included elder abuse and
illegal possession of ammunition.

The annual Crab Feed spon-

sored by the Chamber of Com-
merce disappeared during COVID, but
came back in 2022 — only to be out-
done in 2023. People wanted to get out
and do something after the pandemic
and eating crab filled the bill.

E 19th Crab Feed/March e

Fleeing Insurance Com-
panies/August ¢ A topic cir-
culating in our area — and later
tall of California — was disappearing
insurers in the state. A tip from a local
insurance broker led to some research
that showed it WASN’T just people’s
imagination they couldn’t get insured.

Pot Meeting/April ¢ After Cal-

ifornia legalized marijuana for

recreational use, many communi-
ties threw open their doors and cannabis dis-
penseries seemed to pop up on every corner;
but not Madera. That’s why it was interest-
ing when a public announcement surfaced of
a public meeting in Madera to discuss it.

all stories can be found at
www. TheRanchos.com

California is trying to electrify every-
thing to reduce fossil fuel emissions, and it’s
also trying to reduce power usage in the
evenings when the state uses the most natu-
ral gas. The California Energy Commission
has voted to require residential pools to be
able to shut off their electricity when the
grid tells them to.

There are 1.25 million residential pools
in California, and the new pumps are ex-

They’re Coming for Your Pool

pected to reduce the state’s total greenhouse
gas emissions by a half percent. By 2033,
the state could gain more than 500
megawatts of power by shutting off pool
pumps — enough to power about a half mil-
lion homes.

Household appliances use lots of
power and swill need to be electrified to
reach net zero emissions by 2045. The
CEC, which has authority over appliances’

energy use, is starting with pool pumps be-
cause they’re relatively convenient to up-
date. Starting in September 2025, all pool
pumps sold in California will have to be
able to connect to the internet and operate
by default from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The smart
pumps cost about $70 more than regular
ones, but users are expected to save $100 a
month by buying power during the day,
when it’s cheaper. They’ll also be able to
earn money by signing up to have their pumps
shut off when electricity demand is high.
Pool manufacturers asked the com-

mission to phase in the rule over four to
five years, instead of two, but regulators
said no. “There has been quite a bit of pro-
jection that this was coming, so I’m for
now comfortable with where it’s landed,”
said Andrew McAllister, the commissioner
in charge of the rulemaking.

Expect pools to be the first of many
consumer goods to be made more flexi-
ble. McAllister said the agency would
next tackle water heaters, residential bat-
teries and potentially electric vehicle
chargers.

Click on ““Local News’ at
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Love Animals? Help Start
Area Spay and Neuter Clinic

A volunteer group has established the
Madera Spay Neuter Clinic, Inc., a
501(c)(3) nonprofit, and is in the early
stages of writing for grants and fundrais-
ing to open a much needed, affordable
veterinary
clinic in
leased
space in the
city of
Madera.

“Pop-
up” Spay &
Neuter
Events are
planned
prior to the
opening of
the clinic,
to try and

Founders of the Madera Spay Neuter Clinic, Inc. (drom

mals are continuing to reproduce, only
adding to the problem. Shelters and res-
cue groups are overwhelmed. Many area
residents can also no longer find or af-
ford even basic veterinary care for their
pets. Sim-
ply put -
it’s a crisis.
We know
people care
and we are
hoping the
public can
help.” said
Becker.
“We also
pledge to
use every
dollar  of
lefty Your dona-

help reduce Kirsten Gross and DJ Becker, saw a need with the animal situa- ti_on respon-
the current tion in Madera County and are hoping to put their money where ~Sibly.

flood  of their hearts are.

homeless

animals. The group is also in the process
of raising approximately $30,000 with a
GoFundMe campaign to equip the pop-up
spay neuter events, hire contract vets and
other personnel as soon as funding allows.
You can go to www.gofundme.com/f/do-
nation-fund-for-the-madera-spay-neuter-
clinic for more info.

Founders DJ Becker and Kirsten
Gross said the overpopulation of un-
wanted homeless animals was now a cri-
sis. Both have decades of experience in
local animal rescue, sheltering, fostering
and adoptions. Gross retired as the long-
time director of Madera County Animal
Services in December 2019.

“You may have already noticed the
large number of stray and homeless ani-
mals roaming nearly everywhere in the
Madera area,” Becker said. “These ani-

“If all
of our local
animal lovers could contribute just $10 or
$15 we would be well on our way. Your
donation of any amount now will assist us
in purchasing the basic equipment, rent
space and hire the contract veterinary per-
sonnel needed to make these monthly or
weekly pop-up spay and neuter services
happen. Hopefully within the next few
months,” Becker said.

Please join the group on Facebook or
visit their website at www.MaderaS-
payNeuterClinic.org for the full business
plan and background information or to
make an online donation. Donations can
also be mailed to the address below and
are tax deductible. EIN #87-3155849.

Startup Fund for the Madera Spay

Neuter Clinic, Inc.

1625 Howard Road, Suite 506

Madera, CA 93637-5128

12/23
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By Betty Van Valkenburg

Dear Santa, Grandma here, just
checkin’ in to see how your 2023 Christmas
plans are coming along. | know you get mil-
lions of letters from the youngsters, but we
old grandmas and grandpas have a few
wishes of our own.

We don’t want or need fancy new train sets. We just want the pie-in-the-sky, money-
wasting, ill conceived “high-speed rail system” to be completed or scrapped. You know,
the high-speed-rail they promised would take us from Fresno to Sacramento in the blink
of an eye? So far, nothing has been completed and the only accomplishments seem to be
wrecking neighborhoods, building bridges to nowhere and lining certain pockets with tax-
payer money.

An interesting Fresno Bee article recently suggested that the doomed-from-the-start
high-speed rail system might be used to house the homeless. Really! Its author stated that,
“California is spending billions to construct a high-speed rail system. But it hasn’t come
close to completing an actual line.” Amen.

Santa, we don’t need instructions and costly mandates for combatting non-existent cli-
mate change, any more than we did when it was called global warming and then global
cooling. Give us common sense instead.

We don’t need a new confused Barbie or Ken doll. The vintage Barbies and Kens
knew their genders and never worried about their pronouns. In fact, being doll “products
of modern education,” they might not know the meaning of the word “pronoun,” let alone
“adverb” or “participle.”

Santa, we don’t need more “politics as usual.” Have you seen the state of the na-
tion and the price of hamburger meat lately? What we do need is a government of states-
persons, not politicians — starting with the president on down —
who will rein in the out-of-control spending and regulation,
who will put America first, who will provide a strong
military and back the police, and who will fol-
low constitutional principles:

Well, Santa, rememberlng the shiny
new bikes and “red wagons you
brought us as kids, we hope, e’ re,
not asking for too much now. .
Along with God’s help, for "
which we pray, we Il
take all the help we ¢an
get. /

Grandma’s Santa List

May you have a.
very Merry Christ:
mas and a Happy;
New Year! )
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VALLEY PROPANE

559-645-5324

the ONLY/locally,

propane company/in; the

pporting our
HIGH HAWKS

5—5324 . '37221 Ave. 12 #lD
Madera Ranchos * Maywood Center

Click on ““Local News’ at
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Editorial

By Randy Bailey

I know it’s getting to be a tired old
joke, but hey — | only tell it once a
year. Every December when | wake up
and see 1I’'m still putting out the Ran-
chos Independent, | always think to
myself, “... and they aid it wouldn’t last

For more emphasis | always say it
very slowly, barely above a whisper
with my eyes squinted. The way |
imagine Clint Eastwood would say it.

Twenty years ago | had a business

Happy Anniversary

You see, | had written a letter to the ed-
itor about the formation of what was to
be the Golden Valley Unified School
District and like all TRUE letter writ-
ers, | included my name and address
and phone number so if Bill wanted to
verify anything, he would have a way
to do so.

Real letter writers eschew “anony-
mous.”

You can imagine my delight when
my letter got published for all of the
Ranchos — and the world — to see my
thought process on this important issue

partner and she

. complete with

and | had started a
couponing maga-

that we added to
an ag magazine
we were produc-

ously struggling.

It occurred to me that most
zine for Madera negple refer to [the Ranchos In-
dependent] as ““The Independ-
ent,”” so after 19 years. | thought
ing that was seri- 1’d get with the program.

Welcome to The Independent.

my name, home
address and tele-
phone number
published at the
end.

Needless to
say | paid Mr. Bill
Bell a visit. Imme-
diately.

He was truly

Although 1 had
walter Mitty delu-
sions of being

William Randolph Hurst, it can be hard
to go for the gusto when you only have
two publications and one is failing. It’s
like being a runner with a bad leg.
Our couponing magazine was
doing well and one day while we were
out selling ad space for it, someone
told us that there was a paper for sale
in the Ranchos, where | lived. And |
was familiar with the Ranchos Inde-
pendent and its then owner, Bill Bell.

THE

RAY GUN

SHOOTING STRAIGHT
TO THE HEART
“FOR THE SAKE OF
FAIRNESS, SIMPLICITY,
AND GROWTH, WE

MUST RADICALLY
CHANGE THE
STRUCTURE OF A

A TAX SYSTEM THAT
Z% STILL TREATS OUR
EARNINGS AS THE
PERSONAL
PROPERTY OF THE
INTERNAL REVENUE
SERVICE”

RONALD REAGAN

SAYING MORE IN ONE QUOTE
THAN OTHERS SAY IN A LIFETIME

sorry and kept
saying he didn’t know how it happened
and | helped him by saying, “It hap-
pened because you didn’t take it out.”

It was a few months later that |
heard the paper was for sale; of course
what | didn’t know was how sick he
was from cancer. | bought the paper in
December of 2004 and by St. Patrick’s
Day he was gone.

When | bought the paper, | saw no
need to fundamentally change it. | did
computerize everything — no more lit-
erally “pasting up” the paper with hot
wax and transporting full-size layout
sheets to the printer like | did on my
high school paper in the 70s. | stuck to
my guns of only distributing to 93636,
which we still do to this day — 100
percent distribution. Every mailbox
gets the Independent.

After 19 years, and a lot of soul
searching, | have decided on one timely
change. When the paper was created,
and when | bought it, there WAS no
Riverstone. There WAS no Tesoro
Viejo. It was basically just variations
on “The Ranchos.” Before | bought the
paper, its original incarnation by Mr.
Len Wilcox was the “Madera County
Independent” that morphed into the
Ranchos Independent. It occurred to
me that most people refer to it as “The
Independent,” so after 19 years. |
thought 1’d get with the program.

Welcome to The Independent.
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Next Level People Watching

As a self-professed, avid people
watcher, | find that amusement
parks are among the best spots to
engage in this particular hobby. I
just got back from a trip to Orlando
where | visited a few such places
and was able to indulge myself and
thought I would share my top three
observations.

Story number one: I’ll call this
one, “The Sleeper.” Around noon
one day | saw a man napping on a
bench, which in itself is not amus-
ing. My guess is that this was at
least day three of his family vaca-
tion and he had not properly pre-
pared for the toll this kind of event
would take on him. Picture an aver-
age sized, middle-aged man wearing
two backpacks, one in the standard
position, the other strapped to his
stomach. He was leaning to the side
with his head lulled on the back of
the bench. He had two strollers
pulled up in

woman in shirts “one and two,” or
perhaps they were a mixture of their
children, their children’s friends,
and maybe even their nieces and
nephews. Whatever the case, it was
still a ratio of adults to kids that
would terrify me. The numbers
turned out to be a pretty clever way
to keep track of the brood. | was sit-
ting on a bench waiting for the rest
of my group when | heard the
woman hollering about how number
six had wandered off. | don’t know

what amused me

front of him and
was slightly
spread-eagled
with one foot in
each  stroller.
His family
walked up to

the ending.

more, that she

o 1 . . sounded more
It’s like watching a movie ¢y ,5perated than
and there’s no way of predicting worried, or the

fact that she re-
ferred to the
missing kid as

him and shouted

for him to wake up. I initially pre-
sumed it was to describe all the fun
they’d just had on the ride and drag
him on to the next. It turns out, it
wasn’t his family at all and they
shouted at him because one of his
footrests happened to be their
stroller. Better, it wasn’t exactly
where they left it. He dragged
someone else’s stroller over to give
himself a little makeshift footstool.
I’m not sure if the other belonged to
him either, but I’'m doubtful. The
level of physical and mental ex-
haustion one must have in order to
muster that kind of audacity can
only be brought on by a family va-
cation to Orlando.

Story number two: I’ll call this
one, “Home Alone: Lost in Jurassic
Park.” Amusement parks are full of
families, immediate and extended
alike, in matching shirts celebrating
their grand vacation. The family in
this example had matching shirts
with the same last name on the back
and then a number, one through 10,
below it. I don’t know if all eight
children belonged to the man and

six rather than a
name. The man, number one,
seemed to think that number two
had simply miscounted. She pointed
at the shirts of the kids that sur-
rounded them and said, “Try and
count to 10 and tell me when you
get stuck.” I laughed so hard |
snorted. It was even funnier when
little number nine, who looked as
though she was maybe four years
old, asked if they really had to find
six. That one was definitely a sib-
ling. Don’t worry, they found her
happy and healthy, much to the cha-
grin of number nine.

Story number three: I’ll call this
one, “Pants are for muggles.” For
those not in the know, Universal
Studios in Orlando has sections of
the park dedicated to the Wizarding
World of Harry Potter. These areas
are designed to look like key loca-
tions in the series, and magical isn’t
adequate enough to describe it.
Here, kids of all ages — and yes, that
includes yours truly - wander
around in awe as they pretend to be

Please see GEN WHY on P. 7

call Mark Crawford ¢ 559-225-1435

CrawfordlnsuranceGroup@yahoo.com
25-Year Ranchos resident ¢ 30+ years experience
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Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

Look Good and Feel Great

« Diet Injection

« Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included LOSE WE|GHT
* AMPM AND INCHES TOO
Medications
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WE KNOW LOW CARBS!
$20 oFF

1st visit only

= DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

“We Are Very

Affordable”

224-6744

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

4844 N. First, #101 » Fresno, CA 93726 « Between Shaw & Santa Ana
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LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

550-479-4113

ARENA SAND ¢ SAND & GRAVEL -
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FILL DIRT e

TOP SOIL
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BARK e
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RIVER ROCK e

BASE ROCK ¢

ROCK DUST »

COBBLE STONES °
DRIVEWAY BASE
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP o

Click on ““Local News’ at
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a part of that enchanted world of
books and screen. Some people even
dress up in wizards’ robes and pretend
to be witches and wizards for a day.
No, | was not in costume.
Moving on. The robes are exactly
what they sound like. It’s just a robe,
in the house colors of your choice,
that’s worn over your clothes. As | was
taking a leisurely stroll through Di-
agon Alley and enjoying a snack, | had
the pleasure of seeing one mom trying
to maneuver her very young daughter
into such a garment. The little girl
wasn’t averse to wearing the costume,
but she was evidently struggling to un-
derstand the concept of putting on an
article of clothing without first taking
off what she was already wearing. So
as mom was attempting to put the robe
on, daughter was fighting like a wet
cat to take her pants off. The girl man-

aged to wrench herself free of her
mother’s grip and wriggle out of her
pants faster than | thought was possi-
ble. Then, she took off running, hol-
lering back at her mom that pants were
for “muggles.” | hope to have such a
little girl someday. Her mom was
laughing almost as hysterically as |
was when she caught the miniature
troublemaker and managed to stuff her
back into her britches. This particular
scene was by far my favorite.

Most of my friends don’t share in
my joy of people watching. They think
anytime not on a ride, or waiting in
line to be on a ride, is time wasted. |
think they are missing out. Taking a
moment to get off your feet is worth it
in and of itself, but coupling that with
the amusement | get from watching my
fellow humans in ridiculous situations
is well worth missing a ride or two.
It’s like watching a movie and there’s
no way of predicting the ending.

Page 7
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Best Laid Plans

When our kids were in ele-
mentary school, my husband
taught our family to juggle.
We didn’t take our act on the
road, but we mastered the
concept. There’s always at
least one more object than you
have hands for, and the goal
is to keep them in continual

was time to leave. It wasn’t
until then that | realized it
was supposed to cool three to
six hours. In my haste | hadn’t
read the recipe all the way
through.

“Juggling is an illusion,”
says Gary Keller. “In reality,
the balls are being independ-
ently caught and thrown in
rapid succession ... it is actu-
ally task switching.”

For many, the holidays are
a rapid succession of tasks
and events that require preci-
sion skill to execute seam-
lessly. Most of us don’t. Here
are some things | would en-
courage you to consider
throughout this busy season.

Don’t compare. Some peo-
ple can juggle a bowling ball
and knives. | don’t feel bad if
that’s out of my range. Like-

g R motion without dropping any. wise, we all have a different

There was other juggling bandwidth when it comes to

ago ﬁy " 1 going on then holiday tasks

Pa;m F;an#a#ﬂono as ,well o _ _ and activities.

More than 20.000 k_IdS activi- Give yourself grace if C_hoose What

Palms & Sagos in stock. ties, volunteer yoy just can’t or simply fits your lim-

: : work, domes- : - its without

We also have a wide selection of tic duties don’t want to do it all. comparing

call Juan and Maria at gagements, With your current values the one who

550 268 -6656 | |ctc | foundit and abilities. Show others seems to do it

12123 6700 E. Central Ave. » Fresno « www.sagorey.com very cthatl_leng- going through transitions a”.Let it go. 1
ing at times. .

For some, the the same grace. brought my

juggling chal- dessert  still

lenge comes wrapped in

through other means — a pro- parchment paper instead of

motion with new responsibili-
ties, becoming a single
parent, health issues or caring
for others in need.

As | near my Medicare
birthday, and observe young
families with busy schedules,
I’m beginning to understand
the perspective of my mom
who wonders how | juggle my
current load. Apparently not
as efficiently as | used to.

I kicked off the first Sat-
urday in December with a hol-
iday volunteer project and an
annual Christmas party hosted
by a friend. Sandwiched be-
tween was the task of making
a dessert. At the last minute |
changed my plan and found a
new dessert recipe. | picked
up the ingredients and hur-
riedly put it together, pulling
it out of the oven just as it

beautifully presented on my
holiday plate. Did that hamper
the fun and laughter of the
evening? Not at all. Decide
that when a ball drops - and
they will at times - you’ll
have a sense of humor and be
willing to let others know
you’re human too. Someone
might be very relieved by
that.

Show yourself, and others,
some grace. Many get stuck in
the “before” mode. Before |
had kids, before I went back
to work, before | had surgery,
before my spouse passed
away, before | got older
none of us is exactly where we
were a few years ago in life.
Give yourself grace if you
just can’t or simply don’t

Please see ORGANIZE on P. 9
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Christmas Snackin’

(December 2013)

Editor’s Note: With the
passing of Aunt Jean, |
have decided to bring you a
“Best Of” of her recipes
over the past 10 years.
Good recipes are timeless
and | hope you enjoy them
all over again.

Aunt Jean had received
more than a few requests for
her article on Christmas snacks
that ran last year so we have
decided to run it again. This
article originally appeared in
the December 2012 issue of the
Ranchos Independent. Only the
dates at the end of the story

have been updated
Editor
Here we are just a week
away from Christmas. Are your

cards addressed and ready to be
mailed, gifts bought and
wrapped and you’ve started bak-
ing?

Do you have people around

}73 Jean Briner

1/3 C packed brown sugar

2 Y% tsp. baking powder

1 C mashed ripe bananas (2

or 3 medium)

1 C raisins

2/3 C milk

3 T vegetable oil

1 egg- beaten

Heat oven to 400. Grease just
the bottom of 12 regular size
muffin cups with shortening, or
spray with cooking spray.

Place cereal in resealable
storage plastic bag. Seal bag
and coarsely crush with rolling
pin. In large bowl, mix cereal,
flour, brown sugar and baking
powder. Stir in remaining ingre-
dients just until moistened - do
not beat until smooth. Divide
batter evenly among the muffin
cups. Bake 18-20 minutes or
until golden brown.

Makes 12 muffins.

Chocolate Chip Zucchini

you that you Cake

would like to 1Y% C sugar
give a little , : 1/3 C butter
“thank you” I_ve r_netalot of_nlce peqple or margarine -
gift, but don’t COMIng into the office, calling, softened
know what to Oreven writing. | want to thank 1/3 C veg-
do for that each of you for your loyalty in etable oil
person?  The raading my column each month. 1 tsp.
boy down the - ) vanilla

street that | sometlmes_ don’t even know 2 eggs
comes and What I’'m going to write about 21 C flour
helps you with until I sit down in front of my Ya unsweet-
your lawn, the computer. ened baking
shut-in from cocoa

your church, 1 tsp. bak-
the senior cou- ing soda

ple that live next door and Y% C buttermilk

look after your home when you
are away, or even the paper
boy (or girl in my case)? How
about giving them a tray of

home-baked goodies: a few
cookies in a pretty little
Christmas gift bag, a loaf of
date, zucchini or pumpkin
bread, or even a half dozen
muffins. Having come from
you and knowing they are

homemade might mean more than
anything you could buy.
Banana Raisin Muffins
2 C Cheerios cereal
1 % C all-purpose flour

2 C shredded zucchini

1/3 to %2 C semisweet

chocolate chips

% C chop- ped nuts

(optional)

Heat oven to 350. Grease 13
X 9 pan with shortening or cook-
ing spray, lightly flour.

In large bowl, beat sugar,
butter, oil, vanilla and eggs
with spoon until well
blended. Stir in flour, cocoa,
baking soda and buttermilk
until well combined. Fold in
zucchini, chocolate chips and
the nuts. Spread batter

evenly in pan.

Bake 35 to 45 minutes or
until toothpick inserted in
center comes out clean. Cool
completely, about 1 hour. Cut
into 20 pieces. If you don’t
have any buttermilk for this
recipe, use 1 % tsp., vinegar
or lemon juice to milk to
make % cup.

Chewy Peanut Bars

4 C Wheaties cereal

1/3 C lightly salted dry-

roasted peanuts, coarsely

chopped

Y% C light corn syrup

brown sugar and peanut butter
to boiling over medium heat,
stirring constantly. Boil and stir
1 minute. Pour over cereal mix-
ture, stirring to coat entire mix-
ture. Press in pan, using your
fingers. If mix is too sticky,
dampen your fingers with water.

In a small microwaveable
bowl, microwave chocolate
chips uncovered on high 30 sec-
onds, stir. Continue microwav-
ing 10 seconds at a time,
stirring after each time, until
smooth. Drizzle over bars. Re-
frigerate about 30 minutes or
until chocolate has hardened.

1/3 C packed brown sugar
Y2 C peanut butter
3 T semisweet chocolate

Makes 16 bars.
Fruit and Nut Snack Bars

chips Snack Mix
Spray 9 inch square pan with 4 C Honey Nut Cheerios
cooking spray. In large bowl, cereal

mix cereal and peanuts. In a 2
quart saucepan, heat corn syrup,

PET WASTE REMOVAL

Hs% ThePoopFairies.com

Please see RECIPES on P. 9

Yard Gate Safety » Sanitize/Deodorize » Waste Monitoring

559-GOT-POOP

(559-468-7667)

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts

599-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)
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Visit us at www.RanchosCraftersStudio.com
and Facebook “What's Up in the Ranchos”
Contact us for SPECIAL GROUP PARTIES

it &, G)wﬂé Studis ¢ ‘BA’Ague * Wood Jtemd

NEVER a sitting fee « Walk-ins ALWAYS welcome

Over 15 years of experience
Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife
Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation
Nuisance animal trapping

CALL FOR AN INSPECTION TODAY!

12/23

Click on ““Local News’ at
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ORGANIZE cont. from P. 7

want to do it all. Choose care-
fully what fits with your cur-
rent values and abilities. Show
others going through transi-
tions the same grace.

The Christmas events |
value most are recorded on my
December calendar months be-
fore they occur. In similar
fashion, God foretold the event
of Jesus’s birth hundreds of
years prior to His coming. Un-
like many of our best-laid
plans, God’s plans never fail.

“When the fullness of time

Page 9

had come, God sent forth His
Son ...” (Galatians 4:4)

“For God, who said, ‘Let
light shine out of darkness,’
made his light shine in our
hearts to give us the light of
the knowledge of God’s glory
displayed in the face of
Christ.” (2 Corinthians 4:6)

Merry Christmas!

Contact Organized by Choice at
P.O. Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729,
call 559-871-3314 or email info@or-
ganized bychoice.com. You can visit
www. organizedbychoice.com when
you go online.

RECIPES cont. from P. 8

1 C dried tropical three-fruit
mix *

Y% C sunflower nuts*

Y% C dry roasted peanuts

Syrup

% C packed brown sugar

Y% C corn syrup

Y2 C peanut butter

1 tsp. vanilla

Spray 13x9 inch pan with
cooking spray. In large bowl,
mix snack mix ingredients, set
aside.

In 2 quart saucepan, mix all
syrup ingredients except vanilla.
Heat to boiling over medium-
high heat, stirring constantly.
Boil 1 minute. Remove from
heat, stir in vanilla. Pour syrup
over snack mix, stirring until
evenly coated. Press mixture
firmly in pan. Cool completely
at least 30 minutes. Cut into 9
rows by 4 rows, making 36 bars.
Store lightly covered.

*1f you can’t find the dried
tropical fruit, use whatever dried

fruit you like — apricots, dates,
pineapple, but be sure to chop them
to bite size. Same for the sunflower
nuts — if you don’t like them, use
chopped toasted almonds, pista-
chios or even cashews.

In January | will start my fifth
year writing this column. Yes, Janu-
ary 2009 was my first article. Sure
doesn’t seem that long ago. I’ve met
a lot of nice people coming into the
office, calling, or even writing. |
want to thank each of you for your
loyalty in reading my column each
month. | sometimes don’t even know
what I’m going to write about until |
sit down in front of my computer. If
you have something you would like
me to write about, please call me. If
I’m not in the office, we have an an-
swering machine or you can send me
an e-mail, or write your info on paper
and put it in the mail slot in the
door. I would love to hear from
you!

Hope you all have a blessed
Christmas and the happiest, and
best of New Years.

Talk to you next year.

Got a holding tank to fill? What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want to waste your precious well water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!

the Independent
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Senior Report

A Fond Farewell to Another Year at the Ranchos Senior Center

By Melanie Williams

It’s hard to believe the
2024 New Year is almost here.
The Ranchos/Hills Senior Cen-
ter is looking back at the won-
derful events of 2023, but also
looking forward to more new
and exciting activities in
2024.

Our members had a chance
to meet the new board mem-
bers at the Annual Christmas
Dinner in December. In the
midst of this busy holiday sea-
son, Ruben and Darla Trujillo
cooked another fantastic
turkey main dish for the event.
Thank you to all the members
who took this opportunity to
participate and brought their
own favorite holiday dish to
the Christmas Potluck Dinner.

January is the time to
renew your membership at the
Ranchos/Hills Senior Center.
We would appreciate and en-
courage everyone to complete
a membership application to
update their information for
the coming year. New and Re-

newal Membership Applica-
tions for 2024  will be
available in January at the
Senior Center receptionist
desk.

The first big event is Game
Night on Thursday, Jan. 11 at
5 p.m. to welcome all of our
new and returning seniors to
the 2024 New Year at the Ran-
chos/Hills Senior Center. Sen-
iors, if you are attending the
Game Night, please bring your
favorite food for a potluck
meal that serves six to eight
people and your own place set-
tings for dinner. There is no

main dish being provided on
Game Night. Come and bring
your favorite food, favorite
game and a happy smile to our
first senior event on January
11, 2024. If you have any
questions, call the Senior Cen-
ter at 559-

out to the Madera Food Bank.
An application must be com-
pleted and received by the
Madera Food Bank before sen-
iors can pick up a Brown Bag.
Any senior in the local commu-
nity can submit an application

for a Brown

645-4864. Bag at any

Seniors time during
can join the year.
us at the Applica-
Birthdays tions are
and An- available at
niversary the Ran-
Luncheon chos/ Hills
on the Senior Cen-
third Sat- ter. The
urday of Senior Cen-
e a ¢ h ter contin-
month. We At this year’s Christmas Dinner Potluck, the 2024  oc tg serve
celebrate Board Members were presented by George !—lagler, left. the Madera

Board Members are, front row from left, Joliene Mason,

f"” el Ethel Hansen, Carol Wood, Cindy Lipinski, Diane Maxfield R a.n chos
Ieis DY and Connie Prince. In the back row from left are Melanie S€NiOr com-
going to a wjlliams, Bob Campbell and Howard McLachlin. munity as a
group distribution
lunch at a local restaurant in center for the Madera County

Madera or Fresno. In January,
we are meeting at Arsenios
Mexican Food at 37275 Ave.
12 in the Madera Ranchos. We
are excited to try new restau-
rants in our local community
and appreciate the willingness
to accommodate our senior
lunch group. Please call the
Senior Center to reserve your
spot at the Birthday and An-
niversary Luncheon before
January 11.

The Senior Center is begin-
ning another year for the
Brown Bag Program through
the Madera County Food Bank.
New and returning senior par-
ticipants need to fill out an ap-
plication for Brown Bag Day
and mail it with a check made

Food Bank Brown Bag Program.
If seniors are interested in vol-

unteering to help with the
Brown Bag distribution or any
other activities and events at
the Senior Center, please con-
tact us at 559-645-4864.

The first Planning Meeting
of the new year is on Monday,
Jan. 8 at 1 p.m. Many seniors
have expressed an interest in
starting up Bingo at Game Night
and a possible Bunco Night at
the Senior Center. Come help us
plan these events. Anyone is
welcome to attend and make
suggestions for activities this
upcoming new year.

As the Christmas Holidays
come upon us, have a wonderful
time with family and friends.
Merry Christmas from all the
members of the Ranchos/Hills
Senior Center.

Thought for the Holiday
Season and the New Year:
“Winter is the time for comfort,
for good food and warmth, for
the touch of a friendly hand and
for a talk beside the fire: it is
time for home.” — Edith Sitwell

Visit the Independent’s own Website and get fully
downloadable back issues of the Independent
(beginning with April 2006)

12/23

Click on ““Local News™ at
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Golden Oak 4-H

By Jennifer Garzon
The Golden Oak Poultry project re-
cently exhibited in the Central Coast
Feather Fanciers 36th Annual Show in
Paso Robles. Hunter Williams-Smith,
Sarah Morgan and Iris Garzon competed
in cage show, showmanship and poultry
knowledge testing. It was an extremely successful show for all members. Hunter en-
tered eight chickens in the Old English Game Bantam Class: three Brown Red, three
Lemon Blues, one Silver Duckwing and one Wheaton. His Brown Red hen won
Champion Old English in a class of 125 birds and it also won Champion Junior Ban-
tam, Junior Show Champion, Best in Va-
riety and Best of Breed. His Lemon Blue
Pullet won Best of Variety and was in the
running for Champion row of Old English
Game Bantam. One of his Lemon Blue
Roosters won Reserve Best of Variety and
the other placed 2nd. His Silver Duckwing
Rooster placed 1st in his variety class and
his Wheaton Hen placed 3rd in her variety
class. In Intermediate Showmanship,
Hunter placed 8th using a bird never used
in showmanship. He placed 3rd in the
poultry knowledge testing.
Sarah Morgan competed in her first
cage show, showmanship class and poul-

At the Central Coast Feather Fanciers
show in Paso Robles, Golden Oak 4-H was rep-
resented by, from left, Sarah Morgan, Hunter
Williams-Smith, Iris Garzon and Griffin

try knowledge testing. She entered her
two Bantam Black Wyandottes that
placed 5th in their variety class. In
Novice Showmanship, Sarah placed 2nd

Say you saw it in the Jndependent

www. The Ranchos.com

Williams-Smithd. "
and placed 10th in the poultry knowledge

testing.

Iris Garzon entered six birds into the cage show: five Bantam Black Wyandottes
that she hatched herself and one Old English Spangle. Her Black Wyandotte trio
placed 1st in the Junior Division and her Spangle Hen placed 2nd in her variety class.
Iris participated in Mini Showmanship placing 4th.

Our group also took a trip to local breeders to purchase their show birds and
learned about the dubbing process for Old English Game Bantams. Our group looks
forward to the next poultry shows in Hollister and Lodi in January 2024.

Sierra Shadows 4-H

By Mikayla Carr
Merry Christmas, Joyeux noél, Frohe Weihnachten. It’s the holiday season and

the Sierra Shadows 4-H is very busy gift giving and spreading holiday cheer through-

out the community.

In the previous ar-
ticle, | talked about the
Golden Valley Cham-
ber of Commerce
Community Christmas
Tree Lighting. Our 4-H
club helps with this
very special event. Our
members helped pro-
vide baked goodies,
served hot cocoa and
set up fun booths with
games and activities. If
you came to this event,
you had the option to
donate to veterans who
are spending their

The Sierra Shadows 4-H Club’s newest members are the 5-8-
year-old Cloverbuds, who are busy learning crafts, and showing and
learning about animals.

Please see 4-H on P. 15
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i ONLY $ E 5 PER DINNER ¢ 1uespay. JANUARY 16. 2024 |

-------------------------------------------------------

Enjoy this fundraiser from the Chamber and Tahoe Joe’s. Call 645-4001 for info and tickets.

The 20th Annual Chamber

Friday, March 1 < 6 pm.

The DANTE CLUB « No-Host Bar * Live/Silent Auctions
Your $75 ticket includes Crab, Salad, Pasta, Bread and Dessert!

Tables of 10 are available for your Business or Group for only $700. Business Sponsrships are also available.
Call for info. Proceeds go to the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce. Get your tickets early! You can get
your tickets at the Chamber office or the Ranchos Independent. Call the Chamber at 645—4031 for more info.
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The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our next meeting, always
the second Wednesday of the month. Join us on January 10 at 6 p.m. at 37167 Ave. 12, Suite
5C. Come give your input on the future of the Ranchos. Call us at 645-4001.

Click on ““Local News™ at
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By Verlaine Elinburg

Every community benefits from
caring people and organizations. In the
Southeast Madera community, you will
find the Ranchos/Hills Seniors advocat-
ing and caring for the large senior pop-
ulation. The Kiwanis perform
fundraisers to obtain revenue for proj-
ects that benefit schools, kids, assorted
groups and individuals. Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce is responsible
for promoting business in our area and
hosts the Ranchos Christmas Tree
Lighting in the community to rally the
community to donate a list of items for
Veterans at the Veterans Hospital as
well as receiving donated dollars to help
purchase items to fill gift bags. SEMCU

has partnered in the past and is advocat-
ing working with Self-Help Enterprises
emergency services programs. The Ran-
chos Library promotes education, read-
ing and computer skills for our kids and
everyone else. The Fire Department as
well as the Sheriff are also doing their
part and don’t forget the good spiritual
and life enhancing guidance we get along
the way from our spiritual leaders within
our community.

SEMCU is one of these entities ac-
tive in our community. SEMCU, which
stands for Southeast Madera County
United, was adopted in 2012 as a non-
profit mutual benefit organization dedi-
cated to represent the interest of the
property owners and businesses in
Southeast Madera County, primarily the
zip code 93636 area. SEMCU advocates
for local interests and needs. We study
issues facing our community, like
water, transportation, safety, education
and energy, and work with local gov-
ernments and private entities to find

working solutions to our region’s prob-
lems. SEMCU also advocates wherever
and whenever the opportunity arises to
help our community and obtain grant
funding to help address our area’s
needs. SEMCU also offers to share its
ad page in the Ranchos Independent
with any nonprofit organization in the
community that needs to advertise an
event.

This year among other activities,
SEMCU donated the safety light flashing
stop signs at the crossroads of Avenue 15
and Road 36 to help safety at this dan-
gerous intersection, day and night.

At present, SEMCU is in the process
of donating to the Ranchos Library state-
of-the-art teleconference room equip-
ment, which includes a large wall
mounted TV, a roaming microphone, a
camera to capture participants from var-
ious angles and a podium for presenters.
The central point of focus will ensure a
professional and organized meeting at-
mosphere. It is hoped it will be up and

functioning by the end of 2023 or by the
middle of January 2024.

These days, SEMCU’s main concern
has to do with water conservation proj-
ects and searching for community-based
grants, both for continuing and finding
new projects.

SEMCU offers an opportunity for peo-
ple in the community to join the SEMCU
Board of Directors and help as it forges for-
ward. The group meets only once a month
for an hour on the third Monday of every
month. The next meeting will take place on
Monday, Jan. 15 at 6 p.m. To participate by
telephone, dial 312-757-3121 and then dial
access code 715657949# when prompted.
You can also participate by computer,
tablet or cell phone at www.gotomeet.
me/greystoneconference. For more infor-
mation call  559-363-9095, email
info@semcu.org or visit its webpage at
WWW.Semcu.org.

SEMCU is “By the Community,
For the Community”

Ex-Dodger/Padre All Star Steve Garvey: The Republican Wild Card

By Evan Symon

Since January, almost all the coverage
of the 2024 U.S. Senate race has been on
three major candidates: Congresswoman
Barbara Lee (D-CA), Congresswoman
Katie Porter (D-CA), and Congressman
Adam Schiff (D-CA) . They have been by
far the top candidates in terms of donations,
endorsements, and where they place in
polls. Other Democrats have occasionally
made headlines, such as former tech exec-
utive Lexi Reese who has been a masterful
fundraiser, but in polls they generally don’t
go above 2 or 3 percent.

For the first three quarters of the year,
GOP candidates didn’t do much better than
those tertiary Democrats. Lawyer Eric
Early did have an impressive early poll lead
in the double digits, but has since settled in
to single digit territory. He also has by far
the most endorsements amongst any Re-
publican, albeit with most coming from

County Republican organization. Business-
man James Bradley also made waves by
moving ahead of Early in some polls, but
as they have each
gotten an average of
between 3 and 7
points in every poll
since June, it’s not
saying all that
much. While both
are good candidates,
the GOP needed a
name candidate who
could fundraise and
go the distance
against the top three
Democrats.
While often ru-
mored as a candi-
date, it wasn’t until
early last month that
the GOP got a candidate who could poten-
tially scuttle the all-Democrat path ahead —

Lic.#414178

674-1663
23338 Ave. 14
Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owaned
Seuce 1976
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former Los Angeles Dodger and San Diego
Padre all-star Steve Garvey. While not as
big a name as other celebrity California Re-

publican politicians

of the past like
A rnol d
Schwarzenegger

and Sonny Bono,
Garvey came in
with dedicated
bases of support in
LA and San Diego,
as well as more off-
beat blocs of sup-
port, such as those
from baseball fans,
that could reach be-
yond party lines and
attract the coveted
independent and un-
decided voters.
Many Democrats dismissed Garvey as

just another Republican entering the race
be reckoned with, Democrats have now

begun shifting rhetoric away from each
other and back towards the GOP. However,
either way is going to prove harmful to the
Democrats in the long-term.
Garvey and the GOP

“Either way, Democrats are going to
lose face here,” added Stephanie Lewis, a
pollster in Southern California. “They get
two Dem candidates in, and those two are
going to waste tens of millions going after
each other through most of 2024 and show
just how divided Democrats are. If it is one
Democrat against Garvey, yeah they still

last month. According to some experts the
Globe talked with on Wednesday, Democ-
rats saw him as just another minor dent in
the number of votes going to someone other
than Porter, Schiff, or Lee.

“He was seen as just another Early or
Bradley, but with maybe another point or
two in the polls because of his fundraising
experience,” said said Matt Saunders, a po-
litical consultant who helps advise candi-
dates from entertainment and athletic fields,
to the Globe.

However, in the last month, Garvey
has quickly not only become the top Re-
publican in the race, but one of the top can-
didates period. The last two major polls
have shown Garvey in third place with 10%
of the vote, now ahead of Lee, one of the
three major Democrats. As of the latest
poll, he is only six points behind Schiff and
three points, the margin-of-error, behind
Porter.

With Garvey now a bona fide force to
get the seat unless something crazy hap-

pens, but they are hurt because they beat out
a few of their golden candidates. Oh, and if
[Garvey] does well enough, it could show
the Democrats losing ground overall.”

For the GOP, the next few months are
critical in the lead up to the March primary.
While a win in November 2024 is ex-
tremely difficult, a win in March is becom-
ing more and more likely. And there are
several signs to watch for.

“One is the polls,” continued Saunders.

Please see GARVEY on P. 17
Click on ““Local News’ at
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Christmas at the Veterans Hospital in
Fresno by giving them blankets, food,
warm clothes and other needed items.
The tree lighting event was on Dec. 1 at
the Maywood Center and it was a lot of
fun for the whole family. Definitely con-
sider coming next year.

The Sierra Shadows 4-H club is
holding a blanket drive for the veterans
in need. On Dec. 12 our club had a

Christmas potluck complete with an or-
nament exchange and lots of delicious
food for all the hard-working members.

Operation Christmas Child is a
project that helps kids from other coun-
tries that don't have necessary items, or
their families can't afford Christmas
presents. Empty “shoe boxes” were sup-
plied by Golden Valley Baptist Church
and were then filled with Christmas
items, then returned to the church that
then sends the shoeboxes out. This is a

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-
surance (or eliminate it completely).

You can't afford to wait any longer,
so contact the professionals
today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730

12/23

Juc srisses 36691 Avenue 12 « Madera Ranchos

e Fresno 447-5815

wonderful thing to do and it's very fun
filling the boxes with goodies. This is
just one thing that our 4-H club does to
spread holiday cheer.

Events next month for Sierra Shad-
ows 4-H are the Favorite Foods Day
committee meeting and Favorite Foods
Day, an event where members show off
their baking and cooking skills in a com-
petition. Also, the fabulous Madera
County Photography Contest is coming
up.

Introducing the 2023-2024 Sierra
Shadows 4-H Cloverbuds. Cloverbuds is
a new group to Sierra Shadows that was
started last year by Jesse Bower. It's for
children ages 5-8 and it's a great learning
opportunity for these little ones. Some of
the things the Cloverbud project includes
are floral arrangements and crafts, like
painting. They also get to enter animals
in the fair and learn about them. The
Cloverbud officers include Paisley
Bower, Brooke Davis and Jade Mellott.
These little officers help out the big offi-
cers and help plan events. This group is
truly one of a kind and our club wouldn't
be the same without them.

Page 15

On Nov. 14 we had another club
meeting and before the meeting started,
the recreation officers had a paper air-
plane race. Our vice president started the
meeting and talked about the past and up-
coming events. The secretary and re-
porter read their articles and the treasurer
talked about the club balance. A very
special young lady did a presentation on
the notes of a violin. She played a song
and showed what each key sounded like.
She also told us the parts of a violin.
Then a raffle took place with a prize of
bubbles. The meeting was adjourned and
the members enjoyed a delicious snack.

In the spirit of the season, here are a
few Christmas jokes.

How do elves clean Santa's sleigh on
the day after Christmas? Stanta-tizer.

Who is Santa's favorite singer? Elf-is
Presley.

What do snowmen eat for breakfast?
Frosted flakes.

Sierra Shadows 4-H helps with many
activities to spread holiday cheer and the
Cloverbud group is an amazing group.

Merry Christmas.

» Water itself does not conduct electricity
well, but the impurities found in water do.
* When Ethiopian emperor Menelik I1 did-
n't feel well, he would eat a few pages of
the Bible. While this curious habit didn't do
him any harm as long as his consumption
was limited, in 1913, feeling particularly ill

Dtran&e
"BUT TRUE

By Lucie Winborne

If you've been involved in a wreck, you know there’s nothing worse. Will
your car be like it was? Will it cost an arm and a leg to fix? Will it take
forever? Call Caesar Dents. Estimates are always free, the work is
impeccable and the price just might surprise you.

Caesar Dents
& Auto Body Repair

1146 Barstow #G e Clovis

559-797-2528

Auto ¢ Aircraft « Boats
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after a stroke, he ordered an entire Old Testament book of Kings to be fed to
him, a page at a time, but died before he could complete it.

« Humans can live unprotected in space for about 30 seconds if they don't hold
their breath.

» Two actors have died while playing Judas Iscariot in live productions of the
biblical story by accidentally hanging themselves for real during his death
scene.

« Ever find yourself getting a little sleepy during a virtual meeting? Contrary
to popular belief, researchers have determined that the cause isn't information
overload, but mental underload and boredom. (Frankly, we're not too sur-
prised!)

* A 1999 study found that a single square kilometer (247 acres) of the Amazon
rainforest can contain about 90,790 tons of living plants.

« As editors around the globe already know, hearing grammatical errors can
cause physical stress.

« Following a nationwide legal battle (and graceful concession from Gregory's
Restaurant and Bar in New Jersey), Taco Bell successfully ensured that the
term "Taco Tuesday" can be used freely throughout all 50 states.

« If Earth's history was condensed into a 24-hour span, life would have ap-
peared at 4 a.m., land plants at 10:24 p.m., dinosaur extinction at 11:41 p.m.,
and human history would have begun at 11:58:43 p.m.

Thought for the Day: "If a man empties his purse into his head, no one can
take it away from him. An investment in knowledge always pays the best inter-
est." — Benjamin Franklin

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Kiwanis Korner

Kiwanis Lets You Win A Limo

By Sally Rowden

Our Christmas Tea was a huge success. The tables were full and the chatter
and laughter was plentiful. A mighty “thank you” to our Liberty High School
Kiwanis Key Club members for their expertise at serving and maintaining all
guests’ luncheon needs. The Silent Auction was well received along with the
many door prizes awarded. Santa’s arrival was an exciting surprise. Thank you,

Santa for sharing time with us and
thank you all for supporting our
Christmas Tea which in turn supports
our children and our communities.
At the Annual Community
Christmas Tree Lightening Cere-
mony sponsored by the Golden Val-
ley Chamber of Commerce, we
presented a check in the amount of
$400 to the Chamber. This donation
assists the Chamber in purchasing
basic daily needs for our local Veter-
Richard Wayne, right, President of the ans at the Frean Veteran§ Hqspltal.
Madera Ranchos Kiwanis, thanks Bill Groh and 1h€ Chamber will be delivering all
Carol Wood for their help with the Kiwanis com- items to the hospital by mid-Decem-
munity sign at the corner of Avenue 12 and Road ber.
36. We want to thank Bob Groh for
his carpentry in repairing our Kiwa-
nis Billboard located on the northeast corner of Avenue 12 and Road 36. This
billboard sign is available at no cost to our non-profits, churches and schools for
advertising their community happenings. Again, thank you, Bob, for your valu-
able support and making a club visit along with Carol Wood. If anyone would
like further information regarding the Kiwanis Billboard, contact Sally Rowden
at rowdensally2@gmail.com.

Coming up in February, our Valentine’s Day Limo Ride will once again be
happening. You’ll soon have the opportunity to purchase raffle tickets to win a
sweet limo ride for yourself and six to eight guests. Look for complete details up
and running on our Facebook Page, Instagram and What’s Up in the Ranchos to-
ward the end of December.

The Kiwanis Club of Madera Ranchos would like to send the warmest of
wishes of peace and joy for your holiday celebrations, with an added quote for
the new year: “Celebrate endings — for they precede new beginnings.” -
Jonathan Huie.

www.RanchosKiwanis.com

Real Estate

“Real estate is

my life! | make

your real estate
dreams a reality.”

12/23

Time Jor a HOME change?

ANA MARIE SHERWOOD, REALTOR®
559-903-0855

ASHERWEIEID@EUARANTEE.EEIM
DRE LIC. #D1894032

12/23

GUARANTEE
REAL ESTATE

A Berkshire Hathaway Affilliate

The Luxury
Home Realtor

7;14{} Loedd] ﬁaé fv/e/f'b‘

Available for all your Real Estate and investment needs

an expert in your area!

12/23

559-790-4729

Folland@comcast.net

Lournie Folland
559-790-4729

Folland@comcast.net

BRE #01316346

TheLuxuryHomeRealtor.com

Click on “Local News’ at



Morris Johns, a long-time
Madera Ranchos resident, passed
away on November 19, 2023, just
five months after being diagnosed
with glioblastoma.

Known as “Edgar” by friends
and family, he was a larger-than-
life figure that left a lasting im-
pression on anyone he met. He
was a loving and caring husband
and father. Edgar was known for
his incredible work ethic, always
waking before the sun to get a head
start on the day. He enjoyed work-
ing on various projects around the

In Memoriam

Morris “Edgar” Johns
December 29, 1953 -- November 19, 2023

home and spending countless hours
on his tractor getting the soil just
right for planting his annual gar-
den. He also enjoyed spending
quality time in the “great outdoors”
with his family.

Edgar is preceded in death by
his parents, Morris and Isabel
Johns; sisters, Patricia (Johns) Bell;
and Janet Johns. He is survived by
his wife, Mary Johns; brother, John
(wife Pam) Johns; son, Daniel
(wife) Amanda Johns; son,
Michael (husband Casey) Johns;
and grandson, Colton Johns.

GARVEY cont. from P. 14

“Gotta keep an eye on them. Garvey has
been moving up, and if he starts getting into
that second place territory, both Schiff and
Porter, who have sunk a ton of money and
their future political careers into this, are
not going to be happy.

Two is fundraising. New SEC totals
for the quarter will come out in December,
and where Garvey stands with money will
be critical. To be competitive he needs at
least as much as Lee, so we are talking at
least a million dollars. Schiff and Porter
have a bunch more, but he can also easily
rack up more donations as needed. He just
needs that threshold and a big number to
draw in support.

“Speaking of, three is bringing in more
support. Getting more from the GOP is
good, but he needs more branching out to
independents, undecideds, and maybe
some one the fence baseball fans. You said
getting former teammates involved could
help, and yeah, it can. If he can reach out to
Latinos especially, he can get a solid boost

www.The Ranchos.com

of support. Female voters are big for him
too to get, and there he can work in his
non-profit experience to draw more in.

“Four is policy, as he needs a more
clear vision as well as good counters to ar-
guments that the Democrats have thrown
out. And five is to bring together a unified
Republican front. Again, Early and
Bradley are great, and in any other year,
they would be going for that outside shot
of getting one of the primary spots. But
Garvey is winning a lot of Republicans
over. If both throw their support behind
him, that is at least another easy five points
for Garvey. Plus the GOP can claim a uni-
fied candidate, something which the De-
mocrats are very much fractured on right
now. A GOP unified Garvey could poten-
tially start leading in the polls. In fact, that
is very likely. Democrats would be humil-
iated and the GOP would get some good
press.

“You said it. He is a wild card in the
election as the top Republican. And right
now, he is the only Republican these Dem-
ocratic candidates fear.”

GAS TAX cont. from P. 2

Caltrans, declined to comment. “Caltrans
is reviewing the report but does not com-
ment on potential legislative proposals,” a
spokesperson said.

Lawmakers could make up for the
shortfalls in many of these programs by
spending less on transportation, but that
would likely mean worsening roads and
highways, and also some public mass tran-
sit cuts. They might also consider further
increasing gas taxes or vehicle fees. But
that might have an outsized impact on the
state’s lower-income communities, who
are expected to adopt zero-emission vehi-
cles more slowly as middle- or higher-in-
come Californians.

Lawmakers also could consider using

HOCUS-FOCUS

Page 17

other state funds for transportation or imple-
menting a road charge, which would tax peo-
ple based on the number of miles they drive.

The report comes as California is
bracing for a projected $68 billion
budget deficit next year. Gov. Gavin
Newsom’s Finance Department on Tues-
day ordered departments and agencies
across government to rein in spending
on everything from travel to office sup-
plies.

California aims to reduce its green-
house gas emissions by 85 percent below
1990 levels by 2045, when the state is ex-
pected to reach a statewide goal of net zero
emissions. One of the most prominent
ways the state is doing that is by banning
the sale of all new gas-powered cars by
2035.

BY
HENRY BOLTINOFF
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Business Directory ¢ Business Directory ¢ Business Directory « Business Directory

Lic, #899496

* DRILLING * TRENCHING * DIRT WORK -
« efficient ¢ reliable + cost-effective ' Beau

General & C}
Service &

Lic. #1042108

DRIVEWAY S*SIDEWALKS*COMMERCIAL*RESIDENTIAL
dlIJose Lopez=
5590-779-0401

| HAIRCUTS

x -3

Seniors Thursdays ONLY $13!

A39-2004

37184 AVE. 12 #104

(behind Pizza Factory)

Now Is The Time To
Shed Those

Unwanted Pounds!

DIET
WORLD
MEDICAL
GROUP

224-6744

Lose Weight NOW!

6/74-1663

same dag dernuice

Put
The
Independent

to work for you.
CALL 645-0634

Today!

b |
wll

1
1
1
A solid foundation for your next project 1
Land Surveying « Civil Engineering * Consulting
1
1

INVEST IN YOUR
EXISTING PROPERTY! :

For a free consultation, visit 1
g our Madera Ranchos office! 1
110878 HWY 41 + 559-645-4849 |

I www.bedrockeng.com I
L o4

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS
All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos
www.jhsanders.com

?@U@Hwﬂ“ GREEN

= a-\\.-'\'\ o ':'“:;\-"- >

I:])\ D T
CA LIC. #934774

commercial, residential
and industrial landscaping

(all559-242-6352

info@TouchOfGreenLandscape.us

NEW FLOORS
IN YOUR HOME!
Gregg Hatfield

—=0 Flooring
Expert installation * over 30 yrs experience

Commercial/Residential
ALSO specializing in finish

We're
Accepting
NEW Patients
" Reghi off
of Figtiway F
at Fréant. ”

7355 N. Palm #100
Fresno

Yard cleanups & hauling » Weed control
Lawn & garden service « Maintenance
Weekly & monthly service

MARION POOL
SERVICE & REPAIR
» Weekly Service

« Equipment

* Supplies

* Residential
* Drains - Upstarts « Commercial
+ Locally Owned

carpentry & handyman services (not alicensed contractor) Covering Call Gina
559-994-5908 000-271-6302 | | caiivag anayasr | [Mounansvess o asssZS3N0L | 9510514 3511605 6454799
- - den H
FREE ESTIMATES! Lic. #591468 NOrthWeStPediatriCMedicalGroup.COm Res‘ 559 974 1357 BUbbaSWTS@yahOO com Offlce Ce” aftel' 5 pm
LANDSCAPE MATERIAL Gel l“vﬂlved'

SAND & GRAVEL+ CRUSHED ROCK o
FILL DIRT*TOP SOIL*HUMUS*BARK . Interior & Exterior
CHIPS*RIVER ROCK+BASE ROCK e

“For the
community,

by the
community.”

559-363-9095

3rd Monday of the month ¢ 6 p.m.
37191 Ave. 12, Madera Ranchos

645-5324
The ONLY
locally owned

propane company
in the Ranchos

ROCK DUST+COBBLESTONES
DRIVEWAY BASE
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP

559-479-4113

CA #441782swww.chadstrucking.com

1980
Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

BONDED & coustical Removal

INSURED

LIC. #589140 Color Matching

045-4001

2nd Wed. of the month ¢ 6:30 p.m.

37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

559-481-6875

37193 Ave. 12 #3H

Madera Ranchos

info@acts176.com

“We've got your back”

D.O.T. Physicals « Drug Testing
Sports Physicals only $35!

660-5262

36754 AVE. 12 - Madera Ranchos

At & Craftd Studis * Bidgue * Uood ftemd
Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts

5959-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

Today!

Click on ““Local News’ at
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CPREAD THE NEWS!| —Super Crossword——

Have friends or family — ':
who love the gl
Independent but live g.
outside the area? Are A
you moving but you al
still want to keep in touch %:
with wha¥’s happening in ;’:
Southeast Madera County? 2

Email

SUBSCRIBE!

to the Independent
local news ¢ local events ¢ local happenings
editorial ® games ¢ real estate ¢ columns

T Jndependent e !

645-0634 ¢ fax 645-4002 ¢ ranchosnews@yahoo.eom
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Classified

Carpet Cleaning

Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley
Chamber member. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-676-0760.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove in-
serts, pellet stoves and fireplaces.
Also clean clothes dryer vents.

REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY,
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332.

Exterminator

CSI Exterminators - “If you’ve got
a pest, call the best!” Free estimates.
Call 559-293-1779

Firewood

Firewood for sale - Seasoned Al-
mond firewood. Round or split.
Call 259-7122 or 645-5523.

Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor specializing
in both continuous and standard
rain gutters. General Contractor.
Repair Maintenance. 26 years
working in the area. Call 559-
908-0759.

Housecleaning

Over 40 yars of experience -
References available - Lupe’s

House Cleaning, residential,
one-time service, move-
ins/move-outs, windows, con-

struction clean up. Lu-
pePrado25@yahoo .com. Call
either of our LOCAL num-
bers: 559-710-0692 or 650-
771-2915.

Property Clean Up

Property clean up, landscape
maintenance and tree trimming
- FREE ESTIMATES. Profes-
sional and reliable. Call Eric at
559-903-3757.

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLING PICKUP - AmericanMade
Direct/Kids4recycling offers free
pickup of newspaper, shredded
paper, all household plastic, glass,
aluminum and tin cans (containers
DON’T need to be CRV). Metal
haul away and cleanups available
also! 80% return back to commu-
nity! Call Dianna at 559-999-6832.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST-
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Ro-
totilling - Mowing - Scraping - Stump
Grinding. Call John at 908-1066.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows start at $5 and up -
- inside/out - Screen, track, sills.
Remove hard water stains on home
windows, shower doors and car windows.
Cobweb removal too. Fully insured.
Call Nick at 285-1723.
Free estimates.

GO FIGURE! bytinca Tiste

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive at the
figures given at the bottom and right-
hand columns of the diagram by fol-
lowing the arithmetic signs in the order

and top to bottom). Use only the num-
bers below the diagram to complete its

blank squares and use each of the
nine numbers only once.

134456789

©2023 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

they are given (that is, from left to right
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* Zip-top bags are essential when our
family packs for holiday visiting. We
use gallon-size bags for the kids' outfits
-- top, bottoms, underclothes, etc. --
and each bag holds one complete set.
There is no suitcase chaos, as the bag
comes out, and yesterday's clothing
goes in, ready for laundry day when we
get home. Happy traveling. -- JOANn

« After Christmas sales are a great time to buy not only gift wrap (look
for solid colors that you can use all year long), holiday cards and deco-
ration, but also next season's winter wear. Things like scarves and gloves
can be great bargains. And even coats can go on sale. Take advantage -
- especially if you have kids -- and buy up.

* Here is a wonderful shopping tip that's especially useful during holiday
shopping but is something we do all year round: Spend your first hour or
so browsing only. Nothing goes in the shopping cart or your bag, and no
purchases. If, after you are ready to buy, you still remember the things
you "had to have," go back and make the purchases. -- M.M. in Arizona
* A great storage container for fancy ornaments is a liquor box, which
you can get for free outside of package stores. They have cardboard sep-
arators that make it easy to store glass bulbs. -- W.F. in New Mexico

* | try to buy the same amount of presents for each of my grandchildren.
| set a budget for each, and that carries me throughout the year, as I like
to shop early for sales. One thing I do, though, is to take into account the
value of the item if | get a super great deal. | think it makes it more fair
for the rest of them. | haven't had any complaints! -- Grandma, via email

Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

TO ADVERTISE call 559-645-0634

STOP THE PAIN!

“We've got your back”

D.O.T. Physicals « Drug Testing
Sports Physicals only $35!

36754 AVE. 12 - 660-5262
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645-0634

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Although taking advice isn't always easy for the headstrong
Sheep, you might want to consider what someone you respect will have to say about an
upcoming decision.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) A new offer is tempting, but don't be bullied into a quick
decision. Rely on your keen Bovine business sense to alert you to anything that might be
questionable.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Your "Gemini Twin" nature rallies to help you deal with this
week's hectic schedule, both in your personal and professional lives. One caution: Watch your
diet.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Avoid rushing to make up for lost time on a stalled workplace
operation. It's best to set up a schedule and pace yourself. Welcome the help of your colleagues.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Despite those glittering holiday distractions that you love so well,
be sure to keep your feline senses set on high to alert you to anything that might require fast
action.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Making an effort to restore fraying relationships proves
to be more successful than you dared hope. The holidays also bring new friends into your life.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Private and professional matters compete for your
attention. Be honest in your assessment of which should get more of it -- and for how long.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) A seemingly endless list of must-do tasks is best
handled by tackling them one by one. Don't forget to take energy-restoring timeouts between
each job.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) A vexing relationship seems destined to
deteriorate no matter what each side tries to do. A third party's advice just might prove to be
helpful.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Reach out and ease any tensions caused by home
or workplace pressures before they threaten the relationship-building progress that you've made.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) You often go out of your way to show kindness to
others, so don't be surprised if other people want to do something nice for you this week.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) People in your life respect your Piscean wisdom, so don't
hesitate to speak up about a matter that you feel isn't being handled quite the way it should.

Born this Week.

Your personal warmth helps you make friendships,
and your sense of fair play helps you Keep them.

©2023 King Features Synd., Inc.
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OFF THE BED
STRIPE !
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LIE POWN. YOU'RE H
NOT GETTING
UP HERE

& King Features Syndicate, Inc. Worid rights reserved

By Fifi Rodriguez

1. MOVIES: Which Disney animated
movie features the song "Whistle While
You Work™"?

2. GEOGRAPHY': Which two oceans are
on Russia's shores? 3. PSYCHOLOGY:
What is the fear represented in the condi-
tion called euphobia? 4. TELEVISION:
What is "The Simpsons" home address? 5.
GAMES: How many dimples are on a golf
ball? 6. ASTRONOMY: Earth's place in
the solar system is how many planets from
the Sun? 7. LANGUAGE: What is the only
country in South America whose official
language is Dutch? 8. FOOD & DRINK:
What is a sweetbread? 9. LITERATURE:
In which century was "The Canterbury
Tales" written? 10. SCIENCE: Who is con-
sidered the father of modern astronomy?
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by Linda Thistle
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Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all
directions forward, backward. up, down and diagonally
Unlisted clue hint: A MALE BOVINE

Bald Clear Gray Spear
Bare Dead Light Thick

Bone Double Pig Wrong
Buffle Empty Red
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