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Top Madera Official Steps Down
After Scorching Public Comments

Madera County’s Clerk/Recorder/Registrar, Rebecca Martinez, along with other residents of
Madera County, spoke to the Madera County Board of Supervisors on Tuesday, Dec. 10 regarding
allegedly abusive behavior by Madera County’s Chief Administrative Officer, Eric Fleming.

By Randy Bailey

A handful of Madera County resi-
dents showed up at a County Board of Su-
pervisors meeting on Tuesday night, Dec.
10, to speak during the public comment
part of the meeting concerning Chief Ad-
ministrative Officer Eric Fleming and the
Supervisors were stunned into silence by
what they heard.

The most damning
comments came from
Madera County’s
Clerk/Recorder/ Regis-
trar, Rebecca Martinez.
Martinez is Madera
County’s longest-serv-
ing elected official.

“Today | am here
to speak not only for
myself, but also for
anyone that fears reper-
cussion for speaking
out,” Martinez said.
“Despite the fact that
Mr. Fleming and | have
had a good working re-
lationship for the last
three years, | have to
say that | am disap- Qfficer
pointed and dismayed
over the allegations presented.

Martinez further said, “This issue
takes me back to the 2012-2013 Grand
Jury report. That report addresses the very
core of the issues at hand like bullying,
intimidation, threatening subordinates,
demonstrating retaliation, sending threat-
ening and intimidating emails — in this
case text messages — and lastly engaging

Eric Fleming, the newly resigned
Madera County Chief Administrative

in angry, verbal tirades.”

It has been reported that Fleming, 50
and a divorcee, was attempting to develop
a relationship with a Fresno woman who
was seeking a divorce from her husband,
who happened to be a Madera County
Corrections staff member. Fleming’s at-
tempts resulted in a restraining order filed
by the woman through the Fresno Police
Department. A series
of threatening and vul-
gar texts to the woman,
from Fleming and sent
from Fleming’s
County-issued  cell
phone, were discov-
ered.

“In addition to the
discordant exchanges
and publicly demon-
strating animosity with
the two longest serving
female elected offi-
cials, this board con-
sciously refused to
support not only the
two female elected of-
ficials, but rejected the
findings of the Grand
Jury,” Martinez said.
“Absolutely nothing
was done to protect us, or me, for that
matter. Instead we were labeled trouble-
makers.”

In 2013, the Madera County Grand
Jury investigated the County Government
Center under Fleming’s leadership. It
looked into a series of complaints, prima-

Please see SCORCHING on P. 11
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Safely Surrendered Baby
Law/February ¢ On a bitter

cold February morning, a new-born
was discovered in the road at Avenue 36 and
Road 13%2 with its umbilical cord still attached.
The baby was safely taken to Valley Children’s
Hospital but the mother was never found. The
story explored California’s baby surrender law.

Life and Death in the Ran-
chos/May * A man from Fresno

went to the State Foods Supermar-
ket and proceeded to shoplift. When con-
fronted by the store manager, the man said,
“I've got a gun and a knife and I will shoot
you right now.” A concealed-carry Ranchos

A Shooting in Fresno/Sep-

3 tember ¢ Avenue 12 into the

Ranchos was shut down for a

couple of hours on Sept. 19 at Highway

99 and residents didn’t know why. Turns

out there was a shooting in Fresno and the

victims escaped and got as far as Avenue
12 before they gave out. No one died.

resident held him until Deputies came.
One Man’sTreasure ../
July e Part of country living is

. having more space for hobbies

and “collections.” But when they become
out of hand -- and an eyesore -- Madera
County has laws and remedies for neigh-
bors affected by the blight. This story gave

Aedes Aegypti/May * With

5 all of the intense rain we had in
early 2019, an unwelcome
byproduct was the “Ankle Biter” mosquito
that came with it. Carrying the deadly Nile
Virus, by the August issue we reported a
death in Fresno from this insect. We

a beginning course on those remedies.
Tesoro Viejo Fire Sta-
tion/July * One of the benefits

E of new housing developments is

the valuable infrastructure that can come
with them. Madera County Fire Station
No. 7 was built in the Tesoro Viejo de-
velopment and was the first fire station

looked at how to protect yourself.
New Psych Hospital/Sep-
tember ¢ A new children’s be-

. havioral health facility is going

to be built at Valley Children’s Hospi-
tal. The 24-bed facility will serve chil-
dren, but plans are to ultimately also be
able to help adults and seniors. It should

built in Madera County in eight years.
D.A. Linn Cancels Claim/
B February ¢ Ex-Madera County
D.A. David Linn made a $15 mil-
lion claim against Madera County for dam-
ages from his public censure in March of
2018. After an election that saw Sally
Moreno selected as the new District Attor-
ney, Linn cancelled the claim in February.

employ about 250 people.

Valley Teen Ranch/Au-

gust * A Ranchos neighbor for

32 years, the Valley Teen Ranch
story was finally told in the pages of the
Ranchos Independent. From its humble
beginnings to where it stands today, the
history of the facility for at-risk youth was
explained in detail.

California Oil Boom/No-

vember ¢ Sometimes the stars

just align. A combination of parts
of California becoming available for oil
leases for the first time in decades, coupled
with oil “fracking” technology and Madera
could be part of a potential oil boom. Black
gold. Texas tea.

all stories can be found at

www. TheRanchos.com

Election Registration Options

Rebecca Martinez, County Clerk/
Recorder/Registrar of Voters reminds vot-
ers that the upcoming election to be held
on Mar. 3, 2020 is a Presidential Primary.
As a party election, it is very important to
know how you are registered because that
is what determines the type of ballot you
will receive. Voting for President depends
on the party with which you are regis-

tered.

If you are registered with a Political

Party:
*You can only vote for a candidate
running for President in the same party.
If you are registered with No Party
Preference (Non-Partisan), you can vote
in the Presidential Primary for the follow-
ing parties:
eAmerican Independent
eDemocratic

Please see OPTIONS on P. 11

Click on ““Local News’ at
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Letters

Dear Editor:

Home is where your story begins. On
January 1, 1980 we made The Ranchos our
home. We feel like pioneers moving here
at a time when there was only one gas sta-
tion. I had a view of the mountains from
my kitchen window. The view soon gave
way to houses, but the trade-off was gain-
ing wonderful neighbors. As we started our
family, these neighbors became our kids’
best friends and we enjoyed hosting parties
and Bible Clubs on our block. Webster, a
K-8 back then, was an extension of the nur-
turing environment of our neighborhood.

So many wonderful memories with
families and teachers who also became
dear friends. We couldn’t have asked for a
better place to raise our family. We con-
tinue to feel connected to our community
through Flipside Church and through this
newspaper. 1I’m grateful for Bill Bell and
Randy Bailey who have dedicated count-
less hours to provide The Ranchos Inde-
pendent. There have been times in recent
years when we’ve felt a pull toward
Fresno, where our grandkids and work are,
but after 40 years, | think we’re here to
stay.

Brenda McElroy
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:

People of the Madera Ranchos and ad-
joining developments, now that I am
moved into my new home out of Califor-
nia, | want to thank you for providing me
with the opportunity to acquire a sense of
community again.

As a child | was one of several kids
running up and down our streets in Fresno
and our block had many returned veterans
from WW I1. There was a camaraderie in
those men and those fathers that I noticed
but could not appreciate as a child; but
those fathers made that block safe for all of
us hoodlums running up and down the
street all day. The mothers were normally
at home and made sure we were fed and
behaving but it was the fathers that did
most of the discipline duties when we did
as we should not. I grew up with a sense of
community until I did my active duty in
1967-1968 and that movement disrupted
the continuity of a community.

Thirty years ago, or so, | met Debbie
and became a member of the Ranchos
Community. After 20 years or so living in
this community | found myself outraged
about the use of water user's funds and ob-
ligations to finance a municipal well out-
side the service area of that user's district

and in the midst of our neighbors with pri-
vate wells with no advance notice by
county or local “leaders” with the result
being a disadvantage to those private well-
owning neighbors of mine. | found that |
had a community that | felt had been
wronged and found it to be a single “busi-
ness as usual” item for a long, long line
since 1960 on this community by tempo-
rary County employees.

At one of the Liberty High School
Graduations, a young lady spoke of her
classmates spending the last 12 years
growing up together going to grammar
school, middle school and now high school
so they had become their own dysfunc-
tional family/community. There was a
great appreciation of that comment by the
crowd. A generation of people have been
able to grow up in your community as this
class did, that is a good thing.

The ladies at the grocery store, the
guys at the Napa, Happy and crew, the
many restaurant workers that fed Debbie
and I, the hard-working people supporting
and working at the library have for years
daily helped this community of the Ran-
chos that I dealt with. Avenue 12 is full of
mostly local merchants that have weath-
ered businesses in the middle of nowhere
between Fresno and Madera that assist the
community daily. There are women and
men of character that | was able to meet
and associate with that will always be
friends that hold a sense of community for
the Ranchos area. Randy at the paper was
willing to print letters in the past where
public concerns needed to be known and
addressed -- that is key to a community.

When it came time for Debbie and | to
depart | looked for a community that had a
history of caring for itself and its members
and | believe we did find that. People have
family members going back to pioneers
that homesteaded here five generations ago
and they have cared for their families and
their communities with no outside assis-
tance historically, and that sense of com-
munity was what | wanted after being able
to experience that in the Ranchos.

Thank you, Pete, Mike, Ray, Gary and
the boys that burnt meat and James Dean.
Thank you, Linda, for allowing me to work
with you. Thank you, Don. You are so gen-
erous with your music. Thank you all
around our little neighborhood on Charlton
that made a safe place for children and old
people that lived there. Thank you, Tom
Kellner, for igniting my community ac-
tivism for corrective action. It seems that |
benefited from many people down there
over the last 30 years that are making this
time good for me. Hasta lobotomy ...

Chuck La Rue
Parts Unknown
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Editorial

By Randy Bailey

It was 15 years ago this issue that |
first wrote something for the Ranchos
Independent. My business partner, Kim
Allison, and | had just bought the Ran-
chos Independent from previous owner
Bill Bell and she and | were convinced
that a William Randolph Hearst
lifestyle couldn’t be that far off. We
were going to be newspaper moguls!

Over the next 15 years, life went
on. A few years after our purchase, Kim
decided newspaper publishing was not
for her and she moved to Washington
state where her family lived and where
she lives to this day.

My daughters were 14, 12 and 10
when Daddy bought the paper. Every
month once the paper is printed, it has
to be counted, divided into routes for
the Ranchos and delivered to the
Madera post office. And if there is an
advertising insert, they have to be in-
serted (duh!) into the paper before they
make the trip to the post office. With
three daughters, I've always had a
built-in paper-stuffing crew. With a cir-
culation of 4,400 papers per month, |
estimate good old Dad has made his
girls handle just about a half million
newspapers for the Ranchos in the last
15 years.

Thanks, Dad!

There were three others who were
indispensable in putting out the paper

THE

RAY GUN

SHOOTING STRAIGHT
TO THE HEART

“AMERICA HAS
BEEN SLEEP-
WALKING FAR
TOO LONG. WE
® HAVE TO SNAP
% OUT OF IT, AND
WITH YOUR
HELP, THATS
EXACTLY WHAT
WE’RE GOING
TO DO.”

RONALD REAGAN

SAYING MORE IN ONE QUOTE
THAN OTHERS SAY IN A LIFETIME
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They Said it Wouldn’t Last

over the years: My Mom, Aunt Maxine
and Aunt Jean. Thank God for retirees
that loved me.

Mom helped every month right up
until March of 2011 when she passed
away. Aunt Jean, in addition to writing
her recipe column for the Ranchos In-
dependent, helped with my bookkeep-
ing and was there every month for
putting the paper out. As you probably
know, she passed away in September
and she is sorely missed. 1’ve still got
Aunt Maxine helping and she is a god-
send. She’s always the first one there
and the last to leave. She has helped me
physically take the papers to the
Madera post office when | was short-
handed and she has brought me post of-
fice bins (the buckets you have to put
the papers in for delivery) so many
times | can’t count.

I couldn’t have done it without
them.

But my number one help, in more
ways than just with a little newspaper,
is my wife Vicki. She has been there
right beside me every step of the way.
In October we celebrated 35 years of
marriage, but it seems like just yester-
day that we were dating and going to
school and starting a family.

We lived in Fresno not too far from
Fresno Air Terminal near Maple and
Dakota. We loved our little house, even
though it was starting to get a little snug
for her and | and three little girls. But
when we got broken into for the second
time 1 said, “That’s enough.” My
youngest brother lived in the Ranchos
and a house near his was vacant, so |
did some homework and 23 years ago
we made the move. | never could have
dreamed that would have eventually led
to meeting Bill Bell and eight years
later buying the Ranchos independent
from him.

Life is funny like that. I was talk-
ing to my doctor just the other day and
we were discussing how you had to
trust God, mostly because you don’t
know what’s going on and you SURELY
don’t know what God’s going to do. |
told him that while we’re all looking at
an elephant through a magnifying glass,
God is standing back looking at the
whole elephant. From trunk to tail, He
sees it all and has a plan for it.

I don’t know His ultimate plan for
me and Vicki and the Ranchos Inde-
pendent, but I’ve enjoyed the ride so
far. Thanks everybody.
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A Christmas Favorite

As I sit here typing
this, I am sipping a piping
hot cup of the best home-
made cocoa on the planet,
courtesy of my father’s
recipe, and gazing around
at a house full of orna-
ments, trinkets and knick-
knacks. Some are shiny and
new, some are very old and
handmade, but all of them
mean the same thing to me:
The Christmas season is fi-
nally here.

I don’t think it would
come as much of a shock to
anyone if I said that
Christmas is my very fa-
vorite time of year. I love
absolutely everything
about it. I’m not even
ashamed to admit that I
wished it lasted longer. I
mean, I don’t want to put
the tree up before I carve

my soul mate is living in
the North Pole ... and is an
elf.

The last three Christ-
mases have been rough for
me. [’ve barely wanted to
decorate and certainly
haven’t really embraced
the Yule spirit that is usu-
ally running through my
veins all 12 months of the
year. This year, however, I
feel it finally coming back
to me and suddenly it looks

the pumpkin like Santa
or anything, Claus came
but come I don’t think it would down the
N.ovembercome a5 amen of q tree ‘ and
first you can . vomited
find me shock to anyone if IChristmas
camped out Said that Christmas is all over my
in Walmart’s my very favorite time of house. It
Christmas yeqr [ love absolutely makes me

aisle singing
carols and

wondering if not even

everything about it. I'm happy.
ashamed to

I’m
thinking of
turning one

it would be admit that I wished it room into
too much to lasted longer. the 12

buy one of
those fake

Months of
Christmas

snow maker

machines so I can blanket
my front yard in powdery
goodness.

To me, Thanksgiving
dinner tastes better next to
a Christmas tree. It brings
out the flavor of the turkey
and stuffing. I do wish I
could get away with leav-
ing my decorations up
through Valentine’s day,
though. Who needs expen-
sive dinners in overpriced,
overcrowded restaurants
when you can have a ro-
mantic carpet picnic under
a finely flocked and deco-
rated tree? I’m starting to
get concerned that the rea-
son [’m still single is that

Room. If
anyone can make this a
thing, I can.

I don’t want to make it
seem like Christmas is
about things or possessions
to me, because that’s not
my intention and not how I
see this time of year.
Christmas is about the
birth of our Lord and Sav-
ior. It is a time to cele-
brate His arrival to redeem
us with His atoning sacri-
fice. I don’t lose sight of
that amid the baubles and
bric-a-brac. To the <con-
trary, the decorations re-
mind me of the many

Please see GENWHY on P. 7

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying ¢ Civil Engineering ¢ Consulting

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!
36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849
www.bedrockeng.com

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!

» Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
* Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey

* Reconfigure your property lines with a ot line adjustment

* Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan

* Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley
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Click on “Local News” at




Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

Look Good and Feel Great

* Nutritional

Counseling &
Menu Included

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!
$20 oFF

1st visit only

LOSE WEIGHT

Quick, Fast] . .
o Results Medications

« Diet Injection

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP
it < r 3y OPEN: Monday - Frida
X‘te‘o?d:nt}is”y 2 2 4—6744 9:00 AM untilyS:30 PMy

4844 N. First, #101 » Fresno, CA 93726 » Between Shaw & Santa Ana

Sago Rey

*
Palm Plantation!
More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.
We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

call Juan and Maria at

551-268-6650

12/19 6700 E. Central Ave. * Fresno * www.sagorey.com

STOP THE PAIN!

“We've got your back”

D.O.T. Physicals * Drug Testing
Sports Physicals only $35!

36754 AVE. 12 - 6605262

12119

www. The Ranchos.com

GENWHY cont. from P. 6

blessings I have in my life,
blessings that I owe to
Jesus.

I love my Christmas dec-
orations not only because
they remind me of my many
blessings but also my many
cherished memories. My
Christmas village reminds
me of my Grammy and how
classy her house always
looked at Christmas. My
Santa and snowman candles
remind me of my Nana and
her funky little decorations
she would pick up at garage
sales and secondhand stores.

This year my favorite
piece of decoration is my
brand-new tree. Yes, it 1is
artificial. I know, I know ...

Page 7

were passed down to you.
At any rate, I can’t get
enough of my new tree. I
keep staring at it. It looks
like something I found in a
snowy forest and Griswolded
home on the roof of the
Family Truckster. I wrapped
it in glistening red garland
like a big candy cane. (I
also love garland. It’s shiny
and stylish. It’s like tinsel
without the frustrating
cleanup). Then I topped it
off with a brand-new pep-
permint bouquet tree topper
that finishes the red and
white look perfectly. Have I
mentioned how much I love
this tree? My mother would
have loved it, too. I don’t
know if there is hot choco-
late in heaven but if there

insert hor-

is, she is

rorstruck
gasp here, but

you know

what? It is get enough
flocked and it free.

is fabulous. it. It looks
My family has thing

had artificial

At any rate,
I keep staring at

I found in a
snowy forest and Gris-

probably
drinking a big
mug of it
right now and
looking at my
beautiful
Christmas
tree here with

I can’t
of my new

like some-

trees as far me.
back as I can wolded home on the The splen-
remember and r00f of the Family 451 of the
I think they Truckster. season is
are divine, everywhere.
especially It’s in the
this one. chilly, fog-filled and frost-
Look, I wunderstand the covered mornings. It’s in
appeal of real trees. The the bright and colorful win-
beauty. The authenticity. dow displays. It’s in the
The lovely pine smell. The twinkle of the lights and the
sap. The maintenance. The ring of the bells. ‘Tis the

mess. The disposal. You see
where I am going with this?
The right artificial Christ-
mas tree can be an elegant
alternative to the real thing.
And because it can last for
years it becomes part of
your Christmas memories,
like the handmade Santa and
Mrs. Claus dolls your great-
great-grandmother made that

season! The season of giv-
ing. The season of hope. The
season of renewal. It is the
coming of Christ. The birth
of our redemption. The ar-
rival of our grace.

So Merry Christmas to
everyone. May the Spirit of
the Lord fill your heart with
warmth and blessings today
and always!

SAY YOUSAWITIN

The Ranchos Independent

The Ranchos Independent
The Ranchos Independent
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Soup Weather

(December 2009)

Editor’s Note: With the
passing of Aunt Jean, [
have decided to bring you a
“Best Of” of her recipes
over the past 10 years.
Good recipes are timeless
and I hope you enjoy them
all over again.

Have you ever heard “It’s sand-
wich weather” or “It’s dessert
weather”? I haven’t either, but you
probably have heard, “It’s soup
weather.” It got below freezing a
couple of nights and it has been rain-
ing off and on now for the past week,
so it is definitely “soup weather.”

Soup can be made with or with-
out meat and just

-

m& 53 Jean Briner

Pour the stock into a large soup
pot. Add the tomatoes and mixed
vegetables and the chopped onion.
Add enough water to cover vegeta-
bles well. Add salt and pepper to
taste. Bring to a boil and turn burner
down to simmer for about 25 min-
utes. Add the carrots and simmer an-
other 10 minutes before adding the
potatoes. Taste to see if more salt &
pepper is needed. Add more water
(or another can of stock) as you go
to cover the vegetables well. Let this

simmer until the

about any kind of
vegetables. It
can be made with
water, stock or
milk. Putting all
that together, the
possibilities are
limitless.

A fter
Thanksgiving

Soup can be made with or
without meat and just about any
kind of vegetables. It can be
made with water, stock or milk.
Putting all that together, the
possibilities are limitless.

tomatoes  have
broken down and
the frozen veg-
etables have soft-
ened - this
should take
about 45 minutes
to an hour. Turn
the heat up to a
low boil and add

there is always
turkey soup, but you don’t have to
wait until the turkey is devoured and
only the ugly bones are left. ’'m not
fond of cooking the carcass for soup
anyway — it is just too much work.
I’m always afraid of those little
bones getting into the broth so we
take as much meat off the bones as
possible, toss the carcass and freeze
the meat until time to make soup. If
I were to use the bones, I would def-
initely strain the broth before using
1t.

This is my favorite way to make
turkey soup without using the stock
from the turkey carcass.

Turkey Soup

2 cans chicken stock

1 can (14.5 0z) diced tomatoes

1 16 oz. pkg. frozen mixed veg-

etables

Half medium onion — chopped

1 cup diced carrots

Couple of potatoes peeled and

diced

%> cup alphabet or star macaroni

1 can cream style corn

Half small head of cabbage

sliced & chopped

Leftover turkey pulled into small

pieces

Salt and pepper to taste

the macaroni.
You should stir this because the
macaroni tends to stick to the bottom
of the pot. As soon as the macaroni
is done, turn the fire back down to a
simmer and add the cream corn, and
the cabbage. When all this is cooked,
add the turkey and simmer until the
meat is hot.

I know you could throw every-
thing into the pot all at once, but I
feel it just tastes better cooked in
layers. And remember, this is my
recipe so I want you to personalize
it as you like. I love cooked car-
rots, that’s why I add additional
carrots. If you or your family
doesn’t like something I have
listed, don’t use it. If you like
something else — put it in. Another
thing, if you don’t have any left-
over turkey use a couple of boiled
chicken breasts. If you boil
chicken for the soup, be sure to
use that liquid in your soup in-
stead of water.

We also had a ham for Thanks-
giving. When most of the meat was
trimmed off, I got the bone to make
split pea soup. One of the simplest
soups to make except you have to

Please see RECIPE on P. 9

Over 15 years of experience
Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife
Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation
Nuisance animal trapping

CALL FOR AN INSPECTION TODAY!

12/19

Aluminum Cans

$1.80/pound’

(25 Ibs. or more)

*SPECIAL RATES WITH THIS COUPON ONLY!
COUPON GOOD THROUGH 1/25/20

GLASS . PLASTIC - ALUMINUM _ OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY
10 AM. - 5PM,

o e mm omm mm Em Em e e o e o Ew

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts

959-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

12/19

-
1
1
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Check us out on Instagram and
Facebook “What'’s Up in the Ranchos”
Contact us for SPECIAL GROUP PARTIES
NEVER a sitting fee « Walk-ins ALWAYS welcome

Aitd & Crafts Studis * Bidgue * Wood Stoms

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-
surance (or eliminate it completely).

You can't afford to wait any longer,

so contact the professionals

today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730 ¢ Fresno 447-5318
Juc smis505 % 36691 Avenue 12 » Madera Ranchos

12/19
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Click on “Local News” at




RECIPE cont. from P. 8

watch it closer than most as the peas
have a tendency to stick.

Split Pea Soup

Ham Bone

1 Ib. bag split peas

Chopped Onion

Chopped carrots

Chopped, peeled potato

Salt & Pepper

In a large pot boil the ham bone in
plenty of water to cover. As it cooks,
foam will form on the surface of the
liquid; just spoon it off and discard.
In another pot | put the peas that have
been rinsed and picked through to
take out any small rocks. | cover the
peas with enough water to cover well
and cook on a medium flame. Do not
season at this point but be careful as
they will stick if cooked too fast.

Tires

We carry a great range for all
vehicles and all applications,
new and used

Wheel Alignments

Computerized wheel
alignment. 30-day warranty

FREE Tire Maintenance

We offer FREE tire rotations and balance every 7,000 miles

~

MADERA CHOWCHILLA

When the ham bone has cooked for
about 30 minutes take it out of the
water and trim what meat may be left
on the bone. Discard the bone and set
aside the meat. In the broth from
the ham, put the onion, carrots and
potato and a little salt and pepper.
Cook only until the vegetables are
done. As soon as the peas are soft,
drain any excess water and pour the
peas into the pot with the vegeta-
bles and add the ham. Simmer until
peas are completely softened and
soup is thick. Check for seasoning.
I’ve read that you shouldn’t salt
the peas when they are first cook-
ing as it will make them tough.
Don’t know how true that is, but
I’ve always waited until they are
cooked to add salt — just in case it
is true.
Don’t Forget Dessert

BUY 4TIRES

receive FREE ALIGNMENT

549 VALUE

Wheel & Tire Packages

We give your car the right look
without compromising safety

Lift & Lowering Kits

Whether you're looking to run
bigger tires or get an
aggressive look, we have the
right product for you

ul'f

FRESNO

559.831.2837 559.201.9133 559.478.5539

www. The Ranchos.com

What would a soup dinner be
without dessert? I’'m leaving you
with one of our family’s favorite.
When my niece Eryn, who lives in
southern California, is planning to
come for a visit she will call my sis-
ter and in the conversation will say,
“Grandma, will there be Republican
Dessert?” Well of course there will
be. We asked one time why they call
it Republican Dessert — the answer
was “It’s so rich, the Democrats
can’t afford it.”

Republican Dessert

1 C flour

1 stick margarine — softened

% C Chopped nuts

Mix together like pie dough and
press into bottom of 9x13 pan. Bake
for 10 minutes in preheated 350
oven.

1 8 0z. pkg. cream cheese

SAME AS CASH

g0 DAYS |

Page 9

1 C. Powdered sugar

1 large container Cool Whip

Cream together the cream cheese
and powdered sugar. Fold in the con-
tainer of cool whip. Put on top of
cooled crust and freeze.

2 small pkgs. Instant chocolate

pudding mix.

2% C milk

Mix pudding mix and milk as di-
rected on package but do not add any
more milk. Spread over second layer
and freeze.

1 small container Cool Whip

Spread this over the pudding
layer and freeze. If desired, toasted
coconut can be sprinkled over the
top.

I hope you have a Blessed Merry
Christmas and a very Happy and pros-
perous New Year.

Talk to you next year!

OPEN 7 DAYS

IMI-SAT 8-7 ¢ SUN 9-5

LU

" PON TUS LLANTAS HOY CON TRES MESES PARA PAGAR

| v [Tp—

www.hotiresnwheels.com

(559) 831-2937

—We do
suspension and
brake service.

—Hacemos trabajo
de suspension y
frenos.

12/19
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Solutions to Holiday Struggles

When we walked into the tiny
lobby/breakfast area, it looked as if
our anniversary weekend hotel wasn’t
living up to the deal it appeared to be
online. We got the keycards and
headed to the car for our bags. As we
passed by some rooms being cleaned, |
noticed a man carrying a gallon con-
tainer of solution. The words “BED
BUGS” stuck out to me with flashing

You experience regret at the end
of the season due to things you didn’t
get to do or didn’t get done.

Solution:

* Make a list of activities, tradi-
tions, and holiday prep that you want
to do next December.

 Be sure to include the things you
missed this year and feel free to leave
some things off.

e Put the list in your “Reminders”
app for a notice to appear in early No-
vember 2020 or clip the list to your
November page in next year’s paper
calendar.

e When November 2020 rolls
around, assign each item a date in De-
cember before your schedule fills up.
As other things arise you can say no,
because you actually do already have
something scheduled or make a con-
scious choice about which to priori-
tize.

Benefit:

By creating the list at the end of
this holiday season, things are still

lights. We made a
quick U-turn and
hurried to the

After Christmas, but before

fresh in your
mind. Next year
you’ll be more in

lobby for a re-
fund. There we
were, in  Mon-
terey with no
place to stay.
Joseph and
Mary experienced
“no place to stay”
as well. I’m sure
they were much

you put away the last box of
decorations, sit down with your
laptop or pen and paper. If [hol-
iday] problems resonate with
you, consider the solutions and
benefits. Then, set yourself up
for a more peaceful and produc-
tive holiday season in 2020.

control by assign-
ing dates and
times for new
things, traditions
and the general
holiday prep proj-
ects and activi-
ties.
Problem
#2: Your house

more disturbed by
those circum-

looked as crazed
as you felt the

stances with her
due date drawing nigh. Fortunately for
us, with the help of HotelTonight.com,
by evening we were tucked into a
beautiful room with a crackling fire.
They however, found shelter in a sta-
ble with a manger in place of a porta-
crib.

Feelings of sadness, disappoint-
ment and weariness often accompany
this “most wonderful time of the
year.” Unmet expectations can quickly
deflate our hopes, increase our stress
and leave us feeling like victims of our
circumstances.

After Christmas, but before you
put away the last box of decorations,
sit down with your laptop or pen and
paper. If either of these problems res-
onate with you, consider the solutions
and benefits. Then, set yourself up for
a more peaceful and productive holi-
day season in 2020.

Problem #1:

night before you
hosted the family Christmas dinner.

Solution:

e Grab your 2020 calendar again
and block out time for three organiz-
ing sessions (kitchen/pantry, living
room/dining room, guest
bedroom/bathroom) prior to Thanks-
giving. Schedule more, if needed.

« Purge and declutter these areas.

« If the holidays hit before you’re
done, use the garage or your catch-all
room to temporarily store the excess.

e Set a reminder on your calendar
early in January to tackle the
bags/boxes of stuff that were relocated
with a completion deadline of January
31.

e If it’s still not done — call me!

Benefit:

You can think more clearly when
your space is decluttered and open

Please see ORGANIZE on P. 15

Golden Valley Baptist Church

Come celebrate
the birth of Christ at our

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service

December 24, 2019 @ 6:30pm
12414 Road 37 - Madera Ranchos

“For unto you is born this day
in the city of David a Savior,
which is Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:11

Merry Christmas
to the Ranchos and Beyond!

: Sunday School 9 a m
"y Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a m
559-645 1700 A

o 12/19

12/19
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Click on ““Local News™



Madera County Registrar of Voters
Rebecca Martinez and District Attorney
Sally Moreno announced today that 12
felony counts have been filed against De-
fendant April Atilano stemming from a
voter registration scheme during the 2018
Gubernatorial Election.

“In July of 2018 my office received
several registration cards that were dis-
tributed by April Atilano, EVP 2018,”
stated Martinez. “In August as my staff
began processing the registration cards
they noticed many irregularities with the
cards and notified me of their findings.”

Election staff, trained to perform sig-
nature verification on vote by mail ballots
began noticing several discrepancies in
the registration cards including missing or
incorrect information and signatures that
did not match the voter’s signature

on file. After bringing several to the
attention of Rebecca Martinez, the Regis-
trar immediately ordered that all cards

associated with Atilano or EVP be
quarantined and that the affected voters
be contacted to confirm intent. Many of
the voters associated with the suspicious
cards informed election officials that they
had not attempted to re-register to vote
and did not want to change their party af-
filiation as the cards had indicated.

“We collected all of the relevant in-
formation including copies of what we
determined were fraudulent cards as well
as copies of the voter’s genuine registra-
tion cards,” explained Martinez. “We then
forwarded all of the information to the
Secretary of State and the Madera County
District Attorney for investigation.”

“Any time there is an allegation of
voter fraud or an attempt to game the

Madera Voter Registration Fraud

foundation of our democracy, we take it
very seriously,” stated Sally Moreno,
Madera County’s top prosecutor. “Our in-
vestigation unit, after reviewing the in-
formation from our local Registrar and
the Secretary of State, conducted a crim-
inal investigation.”

A copy of the criminal complaint
filed in Madera County Superior Court
charges April Atilano with 12 felony
counts of violating Section 18101 of the
California Election Code. The complaint
alleges that the defendant unlawfully,
knowingly, and willfully completed or
caused and procured the completion of,
in whole or in part, an affidavit of regis-
tration and voter registration card, with
the intent to cause the registration or
reregistration as a voter of a fictitious
person or of any person who has not re-
quested registration or reregistration as a
voter.

“We have filed 12 felony counts
against Ms. Atilano and we intend to
prosecute this case to the fullest extent of
the law,” explained Moreno.

April Atilano, a resident of Monterey
County, has been ordered to appear in
court on the charges in November. If
found guilty she faces up to ten years and
four months in jail.

“We hold the sacred right to vote in
high esteem and anyone who attempts to
meddle with the voting process will be
rooted out and held to answer for their
acts,” Martinez and Moreno said in a
joint statement. “Voters should know
that the voting system in Madera County
is not only transparent, fair and accurate
but also protected from those who wish
to interfere.”

OPTIONS cont. from P. 2

*Libertarian
A notice has already been sent to you
where you can choose one of the parties

above. If you need another, please call. If

you don’t want to vote a party ballot, no
action is needed.

If you are registered with No Party
Preference and want to vote in the Presi-
dential Primary for one of the following
political parties:

*Green

Page 11

*Peace & Freedom

*Republican

You must re-register to vote with that
party by Feb. 17, 2020.

To check your registration status and
political party, go to www.voterstatus
.ca.gov. You can register online at
www.registertovote.ca.gov.

For more information, please call the
Elections Division at 559-675-7720 or toll
free at 800-435-0509.

Si desea informacion en Espafol,
llame a 559-675-7720 o 800-435-0509.

SCORCHING cont. from P. 2

rily from female County employees. Mar-
tinez said the culture of bullying, intimida-
tion and threatening subordinates continues
at the Government Center.

“Today, we find ourselves in familiar
territory. We’ve heard similar allegations,
this time from a private female citizen, but
have had other female citizens who have
complained, that happened to be county
employees, one of which was paid $10,000
to go away,” Martinez said. “At some
point, you knew there were issues and you
elected to turn a blind eye. You, as a board,
own this.”

There was another Grand Jury in 2018
that centered on Fleming. This time it was
for running up a $13,500 tab for County
lunch meetings on his County credit card
over a two-year period. In addition, earlier
this year he was arrested by Fresno police
and charged with Driving Under the Influ-
ence on the night of July 3. Fleming is
awaiting trial on that charge.

Martinez concluded her statements by
saying, “In closing, this board has sup-
ported and trusted this CAO for years to
the detriment of his accusers. Frankly, I
don’t know how we will have the ability to

Madera County Board of Supervi-
sors Unanimously Oppose the Draft 2020
Interregional Transportation Improve-
ment Plan which Delete’s Funding for the
Planned Widening of Highway 99 from
Avenue 7 to Avenue 12

At an October Madera County Board
of Supervisors meeting, the Board unan-
imously opposed the Caltrans Draft 2020
Interregional Transportation Improve-
ment Plan (ITIP). The Draft 2020 ITIP
would reallocate gas tax funds from high-
ways to rail transportation in response to
an Executive Order signed by Governor
Newsom on Oct. 1, 2019 that directs Cal-
trans, “to reduce congestion through in-
novative strategies designed to encourage

State Wants Highway 99 Funds for Rail Projects

people to shift from cars to other modes
of transportation.”

The Draft 2020 ITIP proposes the
deletion of three Central Valley trans-
portation projects which will move $61.3
million to the column of “uncommitted
2020 ITIP programming capacity.” Those
uncommitted funds, according to the
draft plan, will be held in reserve “for pri-
ority rail projects and other priorities
aligned with Executive Order N-19-19.”

The three projects proposed for dele-
tion within the Draft 2020 ITIP include
work on the Antelope Grade on Highway
46, Highway 99 widening through Tulare
County and Highway 99 widening from
four to six lanes from Avenue 7 to Av-

enue 12 in Madera County.

Although the current Highway 99
widening project from Avenue 12 to Av-
enue 17 is on target for completion in
2020, Madera County staff suggested that
the deletion of the scheduled widening
from Avenue 7 to Avenue 12 will sustain
current bottlenecks. Staff also explained,
“Not only will this project substantially
reduce the number and rate of transporta-
tion accidents, serious injuries, and fatal-
ities, but it will also reduce the cost of
doing business by making it more effi-
cient and cost-effective to move goods
and people throughout the central valley,
not to mention the yielding of a negative
effect towards tailpipe emissions.”

www. The Ranchos.com

rightfully discipline employees, when they
have violated County policy, if you con-
tinue to allow the person holding one of the
highest positions of trust in the County to
violate without consequence.

“Employees have lived in a hostile
work environment long enough. Show
them you are taking this matter seriously
and give them their voice back. Let them
be allowed to complain or speak freely,
without fear. You have to own this and do
the right thing for the people you serve.
This is your chance to right the wrongs.”

Fleming, who has been Madera
County’s CAO since 2010, has been part
of Madera County administration since
2005. He had previously released a letter
on Dec. 6th stating his intent to resign
from Madera County sometime in 2020.
After Martinez spoke, the Supervisors ad-
journed to closed session, joined by Flem-
ing.

Fleming did not return to the open
meeting after the closed session concluded.

On Friday, Dec. 13, the Board of Su-
pervisors announced Fleming’s resigna-
tion. “The board has approved Eric
Fleming’s resignation agreement and re-
lease,” said Board Chair Brett Frazier.
“The resignation is effective immediately.”
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The 1/th Annual Chamber

Friday, March 6 « 6 pm.

At the beautiful DANTE CLUB
No-Host Bar * 50/50 * Auctions

Your $05 ticket sssirimgh b 5 20includes Crab, Salad, Pasta, Bread and Dessert!

Tables of 10 are available for your Business or Group. Business Sponsorships are also available. Call for info.
Proceeds go to the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce. Tﬁe Annuaﬁ Crab Feed always sells out
s0 get your tickets early! You can get your tickets at the Chamber office, the Ranchos Independent,
Ranchos Pizza Factory or the Ranchos Café.

Pt

12/19

Be a Cralr-Feed Sponsor

Is your business going to the Crab Feed? For $700 (sso0 if bought by Feb. 21) you get a table for 10, get to put your com-

pany banner up at the event, have your name listed at every table, have your table introduced at the event and
be listed in the Ranchos Independent. Call 645-4001.

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our next meeting, always
the second Wednesday of the month. Join us on January 8 at 6:30 p.m. at 37167 Ave. 12, Suite
5C. Come give your input on the future of the Ranchos. Call us at 645-4001.

Click on ““Local News’ at
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The Bookshelf

By Jerrica Edmundson

We are hard at work here at the new
Ranchos Branch library, getting the
new building ready for its grand open-
ing on Dec. 19. We are officially open-
ing in the new space, the former Hurst
Hardware at 37368 Berkshire Dr., in a
space that will have a larger computer
area, more seating and tables for pa-
trons to use, and a meeting room that
will be available for after-hours usage
by the community as needed. We do
apologize for the temporary closure we
have had to go through in order to get
the location moved, but we assure you
that it is totally worth it in the long run.
You are going to love the new location
and we can’t wait to show it off.

We are ecstatic that Supervisor

Brett Frazier has decided to christen the
meeting room that will be named after
two of the most influential people out
here in the Ranchos: Merven and Vir-
ginia Vick. I’m hard-pressed to think of
any persons more deserving of the
honor and am so glad to be here to see
it come to fruition.

I’ll keep some of the mystery alive
so the grand opening is as awesome as
possible, but here is a progress picture
of the move to give you a little hint at
what’s in store.

Again, the official opening for the
new library branch is going to be on
Thursday, Dec. 19 at 11 a.m., complete
with a ribbon cutting ceremony pro-
vided by the Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce. Everyone is invited to at-
tend.

Bradley
&

Lic. 414178

674-1663
23338 Ave. 14
Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Famdidly Owned
Séuce 19576

12/19

Librarian Gives Sneak Peak of New Library Before Dec. 19 Grand Opening

The interior of the former Hurst Hardware at 37368 Berkshire Dr. is being transformed
into a state-of-the-art library for the Ranchos and is going to be unveiled on Thursday, Dec.
19 at 11 am, complete with a ribbon cutting ceremony.

Oct. 15 in continental Europe in the year
1582.
* If you're like me, social situations can

Got a holding tank to fill? What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want to waste your precious well water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!

12/19

ADS
LOGOS
PR
MARKETING

645-0634

www.The Ranchos.com

e It was Polish chess grandmaster
Savielly Tartakower who made the fol-
lowing sage observation: "Victory goes
to the player who makes the next-to-last
mistake."

» Worldwide, herbivores Kill more peo-
ple than carnivores.

« Japanese scientists have discovered that
the human body emits a very slight, yet
perceptible, glow. After using a special
camera to study a sample of men in their
20s, they found that intensity of the glow
varies, with the lowest point at around 10
a.m. and the brightest at 4 a.m.

 Due to a quirk in the transition from
one kind of calendar system to another,
nobody was born between Oct. 4 and

be a nightmare of trying -- and usually
failing -- to remember the names of all
your new acquaintances. The next time
you find yourself struggling to name the
person you're conversing with, you can
always segue into this interesting tidbit:
The inability to remember names is
technically known as anomia.

e In ancient Japan, towns would have
public contests to see who could break
wind the loudest and the longest. Prizes
were awarded.

* It is possible for a fetus in the womb to
get hiccups.

* Thought for the Day: "Doctors are the
same as lawyers; the only difference is
that lawyers merely rob you, whereas
doctors rob you and kill you too." --
Anton Chekhov

©2019 King Features Syndicates, Inc.
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Senior Report

Senior Center Benefits from Vince Guthrie “Honorary Mayor” Election

By Margaret Tynan

Who’d believe that “Old Father
Time” could move so quickly? “Baby
New Year” is already at the threshold.
Members of Ranchos/Hills Seniors
Center wish each and every one good
health, happi-
ness, peace and

harmony in
2020.

Last year
members  and
the broader

community en-
joyed many Cen-
ter-sponsored
events, including
several health-re-
lated workshops,
a socialization
program, a writ-

glory. A great trip with lovely accom-
modations.

Cruise Experts has announced two
trips to benefit the Center in 2020.
First is a nine-day tour of Mackinac
Island, Michigan and the Great Lakes,
Aug. 22-30. The second is an eight-

day Mississippi
cruise from St.

Louis to St.
Paul/Minneapo-
lis, Aug. 30-

Sept. 6. Stop by
the Center at
37330 Berk-
shire Dr. to
pick up more
details on the
trips or call Jen
Brisco at Cruise
Experts at 559-
625-51-39, Ext.

ers group, craft 106. Sign up
classes and var- soon as space is
ious holiday limited.
parties and din- Wear your
ners. holiday sweater
The Annual and bring a dish
Spring  Home to share at our
and Garden The winning candidate for Honorary Ranchos Mayor New Year’s
Festival and is Vince Guthrie, here with his daughter; Joybeth. He raised  Eve potluck on
Fall Art and themost money forlocal non-profit groups. Tuesday, Dec.
Craft Fair were 31 at 6 p.m.

both successful events and members
also participated in the Ranchos Flat-
landers Day activities with member
Joliene Mason serving as Grand Mar-
shal.

Our most recent event was the
Honorary Mayor campaign. The Cen-
ter thanks the community for their
support and all the candidates who
worked so hard on behalf of their fa-
vorite non-profit organizations.They
were James Brannon — Golden Val-
ley Schools/Special Education; Mar-
cos De Ochoa — Lifetree Church;
Vince Guthrie — Ranchos/Hills Sen-
iors; Nicole O’Reilly — Best Buddies
Program; Richard Sylver — Ran-
chos/Hills Seniors; and David Wagner
— Cub Scout Pack 119. Congratula-
tions to Vince Guthrie who raised the
most funds.

The  Ranchos/Hills  Seniors,
through Cruise Experts Travel and
owner Wes Rowland, annually spon-
sor a travel tour to support the Center.
In November more than 40 members
and friends toured Zion, Bryce,
Arches and Grand Canyon National
Parkswere in all their fall season

Let’s ring in 2020 with good friends
and good food. We hope to see you
there. Also, on Saturday, Jan. 11 at 6
p.m. the Center is having a Western
Night gathering. Chili, soups, corn-
bread and dessert will be served.
We’re excited to have Ed Bell of the
Baloney Creek Band provide enter-
tainment for the evening. Door Prize
and 50-50 are planned, so put on your
western jeans, hat and boots and
mosey over to the Center for a fun
evening. Tickets are $10 at the Cen-
ter.

It’s time to sign up for the Madera
County Food Bank Senior Brown Bag
Program. The Food Bank distributes
food at the Ranchos/Hills Seniors
Center once a month. It costs $24 for
the year to participate. You may stop
by the Center to sign up and drop off
your check made out to Madera
County Food Bank by January 16.

Get your New Year off to a
healthy start. Join the exercise group
every Monday-Wednesday-Friday at
10 a.m. You may also want to enjoy
the lunch program Monday through
Friday at 11:30 a.m. See Debbie at the

Center to register. Don’t forget to
come to the Bake, Boutique, Garden
and Treasure House Sale on Saturday,
Jan. 4 from 8 a.m. to noon.

Note: It’s time to renew Ran-
chos/Hills  Seniors membership.
Deadline is Feb. 10. Also, congratula-
tions to Madera Ranchos resident

ocking Stuffers!

VAPORIZERS e LIGHTERS
GLASS PIPES o HOOKAH
TOBACCO ¢ GRINDERS
PREMIUM CIGARS ¢ WRAPS
CHEWING TOBACCO ¢ PUFFS

RANCHOS SMOKE SHOP ¢ 37167 AVE. 12 #4D ¢ 559-479-4943 ¢ 9 AM- 7 PM

Connie Amaya, this year’s Fall Raffle
winner.

Thought for January: “For last
year's words belong to last year's lan-
guage. And next year's words await
another voice. And to make an end is
to make a beginning.” — T.S. Eliot
(Little Gidding)

C€CBD CARTRIDGES

12/19

12/19

Click on “Local News” at



WE’RE ON THE WEBI

Visit the Ranchos Independent’s own Website and
get fully downloadable back issues of
the Ranchos Independent
(beginning with April 2006)
www.TheRanchos.com
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www.The Ranchos.com
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Kiwanis Korner

Improving Ranchos is Kiwanis Goal

By Nancy Wayne

“Kiwanis International is a global organization of volunteers dedicated to changing
the world one child, one community at a time.”

In November at the Kiwa-
nis meeting held on Thursday
evening at 6:30 p.m. at the
Pizza Factory, Verlaine Elin-
burg received the Kiwanis Dis-
tinguish Service Award.

For more than 25 years,
Kiwanis clubs have awarded
the Distinguished Service
Award to recognize, at the
District level, Kiwanians who
go above and beyond in their
service and dedication to their
club and community. Thank you, Verlaine, for all of your work to make
this community a better place.

Guest speakers come and
present information for our
community at the weekly
meetings. In December, Su-
perintendent of Golden Val-
ley Unified School District,
Rod Wallace, shared with us
what has and will be happen-
ing in the schools.

After the Annual
Fundraiser held at Riverstone
this fall, Kiwanis members
presented over 60 teddy bears
to Valley Children's Hospital and Rod Wallace, Bev Walsh and Chris Parks
will be installed as new mem-
bers in the Ranchos Kiwanis.

Welcome and congratulations
to all.

Kiwanis meets the second,
third and fourth Thursdays of
the month at the Pizza Factory
Banquet Room at 37184 Ave.

12 in the Madera Ranchos at 6
p.m. for dinner with the meet-
ing following.

Verlaine Elinburg, left, receives the Kiwanis Distin-
guished Service Award from President Richard Wayne.

Kiwanis members get ready to deliver over 60 teddy
bears to Valley Childrern’s Hospital.

At every Kiwanis meeting, interesting speakers inform

www.RanchosKiwanis.com members of current events in the Ranchos.

ORGANIZE cont. from P. 10 shepherds. And yet, Mary “treasured up

all these things and pondered them in her

your home with joy. You will also have
a plan in place to tackle the clutter after
the holidays!

As my daughter was tucking in her
four-year-old twins, Abby said, “I want to
pray for Mary and Joseph ... God, re-
member Mary and Joseph? They were
your parents!” 1’'m sure that first Christ-
mas didn’t go exactly the way Mary and
Joseph envisioned. They celebrated Jesus’
birth with stinky animals and uninvited

heart.” May we too find ways to focus on
and treasure that which is most meaning-
ful this Christmas and always.

Contact Organized by Choice (be-
cause things don’t always fall into
place) at P.O. Box 26152, Fresno, CA
93729, call 559-871-3314 or email
info@organized bychoice.com. You can
also pay a visit online to www. orga-
nizedbychoice.com.
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Put to the Test

Hello 93636,

Well, it's that time again. In fact, it's
that time again for the seventh time for
me. As an ASE (National Institute for
Automotive Service Excellence) certi-
fied technician, I'm required to recertify
every five years to maintain my ASE
certifications. For me that's 10 recertifi-
cation tests each time.

It takes me two days, about six
hours per day, to complete my ASE cer-
tification. The A1-A8 tests have 45 ques-
tions with a 45-minute time limit per test.
The L1 (Advanced Engine Performance
Specialist) and L3 (Light Duty Hy-
brid/Electric Vehicle Specialist) tests
also contain 45 questions but the time
limitis increased to 120 minutes because
of the increased difficulty. There are no
easy tests these days due to the com-
plexity of the modern vehicle. The A6,
A8 and L1 certifications are a prerequi-
site for obtaining a California Smog In-
spector License.

ASE was organized in the late 60s
and early 70s as an alternative to gov-
ernment regulation of the automotive re-
pair industry. We set our own high
standards and monitor ourselves. ASE
officially began in 1972 as an independ-
ent, non-profit organization designed to
improve the quality of vehicle repair and
service in the U.S. ASE does not certify
shops. Since its inception, nearly 2 mil-
lion individuals have registered for ASE
certification. Currently there are nearly
300,000 ASE-certified automotive repair
technicians and service professionals
working in the U.S. automotive repair
industry.

ASE certification tests are written in
workshops by a national panel of sea-
soned automotive industry professionals
and executives, including working tech-
nicians, automobile manufacturers, af-
termarket manufacturers and educators.
Roughly one third of testers fail their
first attempt.

To certify as an ASE technician, the
individual must pass an ASE certifica-
tion test, must have two years of on-the-
job training, or one year of on-the-job
training and a two-year degree in auto-
motive repair. In order to qualify as an
ASE Master Level Technician, the indi-
vidual must take and pass all eight ASE

certification tests: Al (Engine Repair); A2
(Automatic Transmission and Transaxle);
A3 (Manual Drivetrain and Axles); A4
(Suspension and Steering); A5 (Brakes); A6
(Electrical Systems); A7 (Heating/Air Con-
ditioning); and A8 (Engine Performance),
with a score of 70 percent or higher. Cur-
rently there are 67,962 ASE-Certified Mas-
ter Technicians in the U.S.

The two most difficult certifications for

ASE officially began in
1972 as an independent, non-
profit organization designed to
improve the quality of vehicle
repair and service in the U.S.

me are the (L1) Advanced Engine Perform-
ance Specialist and (L3) Light Duty Hy-
brid/Electrical VVehicle Specialists tests. The
L1 test is focused on engine, transmission
and differential diagnostic and their com-
puterized control systems, including igni-
tion, fuel injection, air induction and
emission control systems. The L1 test re-
quires us to diagnosis a fictional composite

car developed by ASE. It's a mosaic of many
cars. None of its components or systems are
common to any single car or any single auto-
motive manufacturer. This fictional car comes
with a 36-page study booklet in which 32
pages are specifications for the composite car.
Here are the specifications for the engine and
transmission:

ENGINE: Generic, four-stroke, V6 design
equipped with four chain-driven overhead
camshafts, 24 valves, hydraulic valve lifters,
variable intake camshaft timing, and variable
intake valve lift.

TRANSMISSION: Six-speed, automatic
transaxle with overdrive, controlled by a sep-
arate transmission control module. The trans-
mission has three planetary gear sets, five
clutch packs, a single one-way clutch, six for-
ward gears and one reverse gear. The torque
converter is capable of lock-up in third, fourth,
fifth and sixth gears. The transmission contains
an electronic pressure control solenoid, five
shift solenoids and a torque converter clutch
solenoid.

This is only half of one page of the 32
pages of vehicle specifications. It takes many
days of study just to familiarize myself with
this one-of-a-kind unique car. Currently there
are 32,566 ASE L1 Certified Technicians in
the U.S. Although I've spent many dollars and

attended many hours of hybrid training, the
Light Duty Hybrid/Electric Vehicle Specialist
(L3) Certification is the most challenging cer-
tification for me. The L3 test requires a tech-
nician to possess the knowledge and skill sets
needed to diagnose drivability problems for
hybrid/electric automobiles. Lots of Ohm's
Law and Kirchhoff's Laws of current and volt-
age. The test focuses on high voltage, low volt-
age and electronic management systems.

It takes me two days, about six
hours per day, to complete my ASE
certification ... there are no easy tests
these days due to the complexity of the
modern vehicle.

Currently, there are 1,602 ASE L3 certified
technicians in the U.S.

WOW! | wonder why.

Testing is strictly controlled. The testing
facility provides a locker for my belt, sweater,
watch, cell phone, hat, wallet, change and
whatever. We are only allowed to wear the

Please see HANDS on P. 17

chain link

wood

wrought iron

chain link *» wood fence * wrought iron
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privacy plus * gate operators
security windows ¢ security doors * barbed wire

Click on ““Local News’ at
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Terrifically Terrifying and,
at Times, Tragic Traffic
on Avenue 12

MU

eals

By Igal Treibatch

Can accidents — even death and
human suffering — be improved? Ab-
solutely, but it takes time, money and
effort.

Madera is not a wealthy
county and road-related grants
are very specific and require
time and expensive studies in
order to allow funding to take
place.

“Traffic on Avenue 12” is one of
those topics that many in the commu-
nity would like to address expedi-
tiously. We understand the frustration
local residents are feeling as there
have been speeding cars, several acci-
dents and getting in or out of a drive-
way can often be a challenge at
certain times during the day. With
that said, the County has done a good
job in slowing traffic through the
Ranchos by reducing speed from 55
m.p.h. on Avenue 12 to 40 m.p.h.,
providing a center turning lane and
sidewalks to help matters, as well as
Highway Patrol becoming more visi-

ble even though they are limited with
manpower.

We all would like to do more.
Madera is not a wealthy county and
road-related grants are very specific
and require time and expensive stud-
ies in order to allow funding to take
place. | believe that the one important
thing we can do as a community is ed-
ucate the public on alternatives to Av-
enue 12.

For potential further relief, let’s
talk about Avenue 9 interchange con-
nections on both 41 and 99, providing
a mostly uninterrupted 55 m.p.h. short
cut between Fresno and Madera. Av-
enue 9 can be providing relief, but
many people just don’t know about it.
In the past few years, the County has
been working on improving Avenue 9
between 41 and 99. By now, 64 per-
cent of the improvements have been
made in the western stretch and the
rest is slated to be completed in the
near future. Not everyone knows
about the shorter, faster and pleasant
drive throughout the orchards on Av-
enue 9. We should educate the public
it exists.

We at SEMCU are asking you, the
residents, to suggest your ideas as to
what should be done about advertising
and educating the public about an al-
ternative to Avenue 12. You may
write to www.SEMCU.org or come to
a once a month meeting on the third
Monday of every month and make
your suggestion and bring ideas to
help our community.

One other outlet we suggest is to
attend the coffee and conversation
meetings Supervisor Brett Frazier
holds once a month for about an hour
at the Ranchos Café at 8 a.m. This is
a great opportunity to not only hear
what he says about the plans for the
future, but also have a chance to dis-

cuss issues with others in attendance.
On another subject, keep in mind
the washing machine and dishwasher
grant is coming to an end. We will be
accepting the last batch of applica-
tions through Dec. 31, 2019. A new
washer can make a great Christmas
gift and, on top of that, you have the
potential of getting $700 back if you
purchase both a new Energy Star
washing machine and dishwasher.
SEMCU meets on the third Mon-
day of the month at 6 p.m. at the Pizza
Factory at 37184 Ave 12 in the
Madera Ranchos. Free pizza and soft
drinks are provided. You have the op-
portunity to learn about issues relevant
to you and have a say in how issues
facing our area can be addressed in
order to promote the betterment of our

| believe that the one im-
portant thing we can do as a
community is educate the public
on alternatives to Avenue 12.

community through topics such as
safety, parks and water. These are just
some of the issues SEMCU is working
on. We have seen a tremendous jump
in participation from the community
this year and have more than doubled
our board members. We want to thank
everyone and hope you have a safe
and fantastic Christmas and New
Year. See you in 2020.

Southeast Madera County United
(SEMCU) is a non-profit benefit or-
ganization promoting local interests
and topics in the SEMCU area. Call
559-363-9095 for information or
email SEMCU at info@semcu.org.

Page 17
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minimum basic clothing. Before entering the
testing room, they confiscate my driver’s li-
cense, inspect my reading glasses, “wand”
me and assign me to a specific test booth. All
materials including a scratch pad and pencil
are provided. Normally | use my cell phone
when doing math calculations and conver-
sions, so doing it old school is definitely a
challenge. I'm a little rusty. The only time |
am not being monitored on closed circuit TV
is when I am in the bathroom.

I spent 15 years as a voluntary Chaplain
at the Madera County Juvenile Hall Detention
Facility and one and a half years as a volun-
tary Chaplain at the Clairmonte Mens’ Facil-
ity in Coalinga. Never did | receive the
scrutiny at either of these facilities as | receive
when taking my ASE certification and Smog
License Tests. Welcome to my world. Don't
you wish other things were scrutinized and
monitored as closely as an ASE Certification
Test?

The mission of ASE is to protect the
automotive service consumer, shop owner
and automotive technician. ASE certifica-
tion insures a higher standard of compe-
tency and expertise for the consumer. ASE
certification means trust and peace of mind.
Don't forget to look for the ASE Blue Seal
when selecting an automotive repair facil-
ity. ASE certification definitely makes a
difference.

OK guys and gals, that's all for this one.
Wish me luck! As always, I'm looking for
current and interesting automotive repair in-
dustry topics to write about. If you have any
recommendations, suggestions, ideas and/or
general or specific questions about a vehicle,
I can be emailed at complete_car_care@hot-
mail.com or texted at 559-907-7661.

God Bless America and God Bless
93636

Warren Parr, ASE Master, Advanced
Level & Hybrid Certified

A 2013 and 2014 NAPA/ASE Califor-
nia Technician of the Year
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Classified

Alteration Services

Madlin's Alterations - Over 50
years experience - Tailoring, repairs,
wedding gowns. FAST SERVICE.
By appointment only. 36027 Ruth
Ave. Call 559-645-4583.

Boat For Sale

1978 Starfire Cabin Cruiser -
22-foot w/trailer, GREAT CON-
DITION - 351 Ford, 9.8 HP
Honda trolling motor, 2 new bat-
teries, new tires, all work done by
Cronin Marine in Madera Ran-
chos, current license and a cover.
$9,500. Call Tammy at 304-
2019.

Carpet Cleaning

Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."

BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley
Chamber member. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-676-0760.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove in-
serts, pellet stoves and fireplaces.

Also clean clothes dryer vents.

REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY,
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332.

Construction
New construction, remodels, room addi-

tions, barns and patios. Lic. #719500.
Call 559-970-4476.

Firewood

Firewood for sale - Seasoned Al-

mond firewood. Round or split.
Call 259-7122 or 645-5523.

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLABLE PICKUP - KIDS 4 RE-
CYCLING offers pickup of all
recyclable materials including
paper, plastic, glass, aluminum and
cardboard. Call Diana at 999-
6832. Funds support Ranchos com-
munity organizations and schools.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean
Up. TRACTOR WORK Discing -
Rototilling - Mowing - Scraping -
Stump Grinding. Call John at 908-
1066.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot level-

ing, driveways, trenching, concrete
work and underground utilities in-
stalled. Lic. #719500. Call 559-970-
4476.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out -
Screen, track, sills included. Re-
move hard water stain on home win-
dows, shower doors and car windows.
Cobweb removal too. Fully insured.
Call Nick at 285-1723. Free esti-
mates.

Ask about
COUNT!

our SENIOR DIS-

Work Wanted

Available now to work in the
Ranchos. Experienced IT profes-
sional, experience in accounting
and photography. Call John at
559-706-5215 - NEW NUMBER.

GO FIGURE! byLinda Thiste

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive
at the figures given at the bot-
tom and right-hand columns of
the diagram by following the
arithmetic signs in the order
they are given (that is, from left
to right and top to bottom). Use
only the numbers below the
diagram to complete its blank
squares and use each of the
nine numbers only once.

©2019 King Features Syndicates, Inc.
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by Linda Thistle
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1 9 6
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©2019 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

The Ranchos
Independent
classified rates
are crazy cheap

il
LR

« Be sure to eat a hearty breakfast before
heading out to the airport. Pack a piece
or two of whole fruit or a portion of nuts
for snacking, and bring an empty water
bottle so that you can make it through
airport security and fill the bottle when
you are at the gate. Being hydrated and
having healthy snacks will make your
travel experience more pleasant.

< "Print a physical copy of your travel

itinerary, including flight numbers.
Stow a copy inside a secure spot in your
luggage so that if it gets lost, you'll be
easy to find. | like to put mine inside the
zippered net bag that's attached to my
suitcase.” -- E.L. in Ohio

 Pack a hanging luggage scale. This is
especially helpful at the holidays, when
you may be both taking gifts to give and
returning with gifts given to you.

e "For large gatherings, borrow what
you need from local friends and family.
That includes chairs, servingware, place
settings, silverware and linens! Most
people are happy to help." -- R.R. in Al-
abama

Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip, 628
Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803.
© 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

Click on ““Local News™ at
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Nancy Watson

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

645-5000

nwatson21@comcast.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity since
1989. Nancy moved to the Ranchos in 1977 and is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 12/19

Work with the Realtor® who
lives and sells in the Ranchos
Learn more about your local agent who provides

value and expertise to her clients.
www.itsthecozylife.com

“Real estate is

my life! | make

your real estate
dreams a reality.”

12/19

12/19

Courtesy of Kristen Mclntosh « DRE#01423023 « London Properties, Ltd.

Tinea

By Betty Van Valkenburg

20/20 Perspective for the Year 2020

On Friday the 13th, the House of
Representatives” Judiciary Committee
voted — on a straight party line with one
lonely Democrat abstention — to approve
Atrticles of Impeachment against President
Donald J. Trump on two counts: Obstruc-
tion of Congress and abuse of power.

This follows years of rancor, name
calling, finger pointing, mind reading, spy-
ing and moving-target accusations rang-
ing from bribery to quid pro quo to treason
to Russian collusion and the kitchen sink.
Amazingly, some called for impeachment
even before Trump was elected and be-
fore he could have performed a single
presidential act, impeachable or not. The
Mueller report on the *“Investigation Into
Russian Interference in the 2016 Presi-
dential Election did not go the Democ-
rats’ way. Inspector General Horowitz’s
written report and oral testimony on the
“Review of Four FISA Applications and
Other Aspects of the FBI’s Crossfire Hur-
ricane Investigation™ revealed serious
misdeeds by the FBI’s upper echelon,
most notably spying on Trump’s cam-
paign and administration based on a dis-
credited “dossier” financed by the
Democratic National Committee and can-
didate Hillary Clinton’s election campaign
—and lying to the Foreign Intelligence
Surveillance Act (FISA) court about the
pivotal dossier’s dishonesty.

The lone Democrat who abstained
from voting “aye” on the Articles of Im-
peachment was elected in a district that
went for Trump in 2016. When asked
whether her abstention was about reelec-
tion rather than conscience, she assured the
TV camera that she was merely doing due
diligence. Really? This writer isnotamind
reader but would say that, if forced to judge
the congresswoman’s motives, they are to-
tally political. She wants to win reelection.

Similarly, it’s said that House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, the consummate
politician, approved impeachment pro-
ceedings not because she “soberly” and
“prayerfully” deemed it necessary to save
the world from Donald J. Trump, but to
placate her party’s powerful uber-left
crowd and retain her exalted leadership
position. She is, after all, the speaker who
rammed through Obamacare in the dead

of night using an obscure House rule and then
admitted that no one knew what the bill con-
tained. Would this two-time Speaker of the
House who said, “.... we have to pass the bill so
that you can find out what is in it,” not use im-
peachment for political benefit?

And that gets us to the real point, which
isn’tabout the current impeachment lunacy but
what it represents. Partisan lust for power is
tearing this country apart. Reason and civility
do not fit with the Democrats” impeach-at-any-
cost mentality.

With a few exceptions, politicians will
bend logic into pretzels to gain and keep powver.
Andas is glaringly apparent, this impeachment
is not about any high crimes and misde-
meanors, but about removing a Republican
president. Trump’s real offenses, apparently,
are having won an election and then governing
from the right.

Sadly, and again with notable exceptions,
elected “public servants” - whose sworn duty is
to protect and defend the Constitution and
whose power includes enacting laws affecting
our lives and livelihoods, allow party leader-
ship and non-elected staff to craft bills which
they don’t bother to read, such as the 3,000-
page Obamacare debacle. For example, the
Farm Workforce Modernization Act of 2019
just passed in the House and is bound for the
Senate’s consideration. Did your representative
read it before voting on it? Do you know what
provisions it contains or how your representa-
tive voted? According to Govtrack.us, the bill
is 230 pages long and even lawyers don’t want
toread it.

And therein lies a big problem. Lawmak-
ers can cobble together complicated bills from
various sources and perhaps special interests.
Individual legislators can insert pet provisions.
The right hand doesn’t know what the left hand
is doing (pun intended). Lawyers add the
“Whereas-es” and “wherefores” and thousands
of words. And perhaps no senator or represen-
tative knows the totality of what he or she is
voting for or against. And if they don’t know
“what’s in the bill,” how can we, right? Well,
with the marvels of the internet we can do what
the elected legislators too often do not: We —
can - read — the — bills. Every proposed bill and
law are easily searchable online.

Also, we — can — have — our - say. Every
senator and congressperson have a website
with phone numbers and email access. Each
has an accessible district office and a mailing
address. We can take off our blinders, shake off
our disgust with rabid politics and welcome
2020 with a new perspective of citizen partici-
pation and educated voting decisions.

May you have a blessed Christmas and a
very happy 2020.

Visit the Central Valley Tea Party web-
site at www.teapartypatriots.org for more
information.

www.The Ranchos.com
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Lic. #899496

* DRILLING * TRENCHING * DIRT WORK -+
+ efficient « reliable + cost-effective .ot Beau

General & Custom
Auto Service
& Repairs

Lic. #1042108

DRIVEWAYS+SIDEWALKS-COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL
WwIJdose Lope=
559-779-0401

THE COMFORT

AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS
All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos
www.jhsanders.com

Tree pruning, shaping & trimming
Tree Cabling * Tree removal

559-347-8408 » www.cvhtc.com

Fully Insured * 8+ Years Experience ¢ Trained Arhorist

&et Involved!

045-4001

2nd Wed. of the month « 6:30 p.m.
37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

HIGH QUALITY
GATE SYSTEMS

559-454-8060

CA LIC. #934774

commercial, residential
and industrial landscaping

(all559-242-6352

info@TouchOfGreenLandscape.us

BaM

Auto & Truck Parts

MARION POOL
SERVICE ¢ REPAIR

* Weekly Service
[ ] Store hours: * Equipment
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30 * Supplies
[ | =~ Satsooso0 + Residential
ST Yard cleanups & hauling * Weed control ing - i
AL & W Studis * Bidgue * Yosd Stend Madera Ranchos Plaza Lawn & garden service  Maintenance * Drains - Upstarts « Commercial
. . Weekly & monthly service . . o Loca"y Owned
Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts 37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801 (not a licensed contractor) Covering Call Gina
559 82 4 6336 wchos call Mag Anaya Jr. Mountain Areas at 559-289-3401 251-2514 351-1605 645-4799
- - 6 45_1 510 l%t!e 1 jent & the Central Valley email .
37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway) 559-974-1357 BubbasWTS@yahoocom| | office  cell after 5 pm.

LIC. #837274

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification
Locally owned
and operated!

SMNCE Interior & Exterior
1980
Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

BONDED & coustical Removal

INSURED

LIC. #589140 Color Matching

“We've got your back”

D.O.T. Physicals * Drug Testing
Sports Physicals only $35!

660-5262

36754 AVE. 12 - Madera Ranchos

WHAT CAN YOU GET FOR $25?

How about 12,000
Ranchos residents each month who
look at Business Directory ads?

The Ranchos Independent
(559) 645-0634

* TIRES
*ALIGNMENTS

* WHEEL &
TIRE
PACKAGES

*LIFT &
LOWERING
KITS

* FREE TIRE
MAINTENANCE

999-831-2937

| L wll

559-439-2004

37184 AVE. 12 #104
(behind Pizza Factory)

for MMIORE sales tomorrow, call

Today!

Click on “Local News” at
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& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

BONDED & coustical Removal

INSURED

LIC. #589140 Color Matching

“We've got your back”

D.O.T. Physicals * Drug Testing
Sports Physicals only $35!

660-5262

36754 AVE. 12 - Madera Ranchos

WHAT CAN YOU GET FOR $25?

How about 12,000
Ranchos residents each month who
look at Business Directory ads?

The Ranchos Independent
(559) 645-0634

* TIRES
*ALIGNMENTS

* WHEEL &
TIRE
PACKAGES

*LIFT &
LOWERING
KITS

* FREE TIRE
MAINTENANCE

999-831-2937

| L wll

559-439-2004

37184 AVE. 12 #104
(behind Pizza Factory)

for MMIORE sales tomorrow, call

Today!

Click on “Local News” at




www.The Ranchos.com

ADS
LOGOS
PR
MARKETING

645-0634
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Make your holiday preparations one step at a time in order to avoid
being overwhelmed and leaving things undone. That confusing family situation continues to work
itself out.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Ease this year's holiday money pressures by letting your thrifty
side guide you as you look for those perfect gifts that typically reflect your good taste and love
of beauty.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) You'll have a good handle on potential holiday problems if you
delegate tasks to family members, friends or co-workers -- most of whom will be more than happy
to help out.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Right now you are especially vulnerable to holiday scams that seek
to take advantage of your generosity. Best advice: Check them out before you send out your checks.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) The upcoming holiday season gives the Big Cat much to purr about.
Relationships grow stronger, and new opportunities loom on the horizon, just waiting to be pounced
on.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) A changing situation brings conflicting advice about how to
go forward with your holiday plans. Your best bet: Make the decision you feel most comfortable
with.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Holiday plans get back on track after some confusion about
the direction you expected to take. A potentially troublesome money matter needs your immediate
attention.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Your holiday preparations are on track. But you need to
confront a personal situation while you can still keep it from overwhelming everything else.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Tight financial matters ease a bit during this
holiday season. But the sagacious Sagittarian is well-advised to keep a tight hold on the reins while
shopping for gifts.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Don't put off making decisions about this year's
holiday celebrations, despite the negative comments you've been getting from several quarters. Do
it NOW!

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) The holidays will bring new friends and new opportunities.
Meanwhile, be careful to use your energy wisely as you go about making holiday preparations.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) There's good news coming from a most unlikely source. And it
could turn out to be one of the best holiday gifts you have had in years. Remember to stay positive.

Born this Week.

You are respected Jfor your [umestif and loyalty. You make Jriends
510u7£17 ~~but with rare exce}atims, timy 're in your life farm/er.

© 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.
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HERE IS A PLEASANT LITTLE GAME that will give you a
message every day. It's a numerical puzzle designed to spell
out your fortune. Count the letters in your first name. If the
number of letters is 6 or more, subtract 4. If the number is less
than 6, add 3. The result is your key number. Start at the up-
per left-hand corner and check one of your key numbers, left
to right. Then read the message the letters under the
checked figures give you.

© 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

TOLKIEN
MAGIC MAZE @ (- \ R ACTERS

IQNKHEBYVSMPMIH

EBYVTQOLGANDALF)

IGDBYWTRSRIPMEK

I FDBGYWUOAF SAQO
MKI FDEBKHGLNZXW
USQONMLKNOOOL JH
FDCAYEUEWRGLGVT
SQPNMRWLBNNULEK
IHFEURNTIPPIPAUL
CBZYAYODORFWVMM
USRQPNMLIJOBLIBS

Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all
directions forward, backward, up. down and diagonally

Aragom Féanor Legolas Sam
Arwen Fingolfin Melkor Smaug
Beleg Gandalf Merry Uruk-hai
Bilbo Gollum Fippin

© 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

By Fifi Rodriguez

1. THEATER: "West Side Story" was
inspired by which earlier play?

2. MUSIC: What is the real name of song-
writer/rapper Lizzo?

3. SCIENCE: How many people total have
walked on the moon?

4. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Under whose
administration did Spiro T. Agnew serve
as vice president?

5. GEOGRAPHY': What is the capital of
Chile?

6. ARCHITECTURE: In what decade was
the Empire State Building completed?

7. ADVERTISING: What was the name of
Honey Nut Cheerios' mascot?

8. U.S. STATES: What is the least populous
state in America?

9. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What was
the name of Dick and Jane's dog in reading
books used in schools in the mid-20th
century?

10. INVENTIONS: Who is credited for in-
venting the modern lockstitch sewing ma-
chine?

Answers
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Click on ““Local News™ at
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Super Crossword

ACROSS 49 Lull 84 Singer Fiona 120 Form-fitting 36 Happy times 82 Small band
1 Withdraw comedian behaving swimwear 37 Grammy- 83 MGM mogul
7 Second-rate John to very badly? 121 Litters about winning jazz/ Marcus

13 Mexican sleep? 88 Pilfer from 122 Pants part pop pianist 84 Long, strong
meat dishes 55 Vast span 89 Fruit such as 38 Nile queen and fibrous

20 Pro speaker 56 Per piece a pear DOWN 40 Heineken 85 Taboo

21 Start of a 57 City on 90 Enthusiastic 1 Birds of fable  alternative  gg Baked with
pirate chant Interstate 80 French 2 Partof QED 43 Solo in sci-fi a cheese

22 Minimal cash 58 Original “Star assent 3 Support stick 44 Paper Mate topping

23 Actor Trek” captain 91 Long, thin 4 Virtual sales alternative 87— for
Kevin from 59 French artist cigar 5 Longtime 45 Prefix with Evidence”
Quebec? Jean 95 Even trades pickup model chic

25Marsh gas, 60Rye husk  97Blastnoise  6°— tu” (Verdi 47 Heedless (Sue Grafton
mainly 62Kaganon 99 Airer of 105-Across) 48 Fled book)

26 William who the Supreme  “Conan’ 7 Jaded sorts 49 Contact lens 89 Rampart part
created Court 100 Newswoman 8 Foyer carebrand 91 PC admin
Shrek 64 With Annbeinga 9 Moby Dick's 50 Sounding off people

27 Lettuce 45-Across, coward? hunter 51 Alias letters 92 Get misty-
type the 1980s, 102 Special 10 Pt. of SPCA 52 Disco, e.g. eyed

28 Fierce wind politically Arctic light 11 Japanese 53 School 93 "Ripe" period

30 At any point 66 Gene stuff 104 One-named chiefs of old theater 94 Actress

31 Willed gift 67 Bewilder “Smooth 12 Longtime group Headly

33 Astronaut justice Operator” cleanser 54 "Catch my 95 South, in
Alan clearing Warren? singer brand drift?” Lima
hurdles? 70 Med. service 105 Met highlight 13 Actress 57 Flowers 96 Bracelet

36 It's scanned 71 Sniff out 106 “lt's —!" Marisa again holders
in a store, 73 French artist (‘That's 14 Hex ender? 59 Deadly viper g7 Assembles
for short Dufy evill") 15 Ran into 60 UK. media g8 Composer

39 "Blasted!” 74 Healing balm 107 Take onthe 16 “Arrow of giant Thomas

40 Discontinued 75 Fancy role of God" novelist 61 Tire catcher 101 Cartons
iPods shooting 111 Thick- Chinua — 63 "— Grant" 102 Cockeyed

41 Restitution marble skinned 17 Yeast, e.g. 64 Classic auto 103R nchy nit

42 "The Taking 76 Slips a cog fruits 18 Setof nine 65 'Fore anch units
of —One  77Outfielder Ty 114 Baseballer ~ 19 Boat backs 68 Common 108 Tiptop
Two Three” 78 Author Sarah  Mike with 24 Blind as — thyme 108 Ripped
(1974 film) — Jewett chicken pox? 290ld hifibuys  scheme 109 Halo, forone

44 Tie-onsfor  80KeyonaPC 117 Tumed-up 32 Tennis unit 69 Exultant joy 110 Flower part
messy food 81 Honor facial feature 33Beinsync 72 -ette relative 112 Ares, for one

45 See essayist 118 United, with 34 Stoolie. to 77 Hack's auto 113 That, in Lima
64-Across Charles “‘up” Brits 79Blvd., e.g. 115 Spike of corn

46 Irate novelist with jesting 119 South 35 Former car- 80 Prefix with 116 Print quality
Anne? insults? Dakota city financing co. dermis abbr.

2019 King Fealures Syndicate, Inc All nghts reserved



SEMCU is taking applications for FREE Dry Wells (Injection Wells)
Apply at the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce at 37167 Ave. 12 #5C

HELP YOUR
COMMUNITY

Reach water sustainability
and help the community with needs
such as parks, a community center,
safety, traffic and schools.

SEMCU Regular Meeting

. Monday, January 20 at 6 p.m. * Ranchos Pizza Factory
(meeting only once a month for about an hour)

FREE from state GRANT money
Up to $700* REIMBURSEMENT for
WASHING MACHINES and DISHWASHERS

*(reimbursement will be processed and distributed on a quarterly basis)



