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Valley School Assessments Tallied

State Superintendent of Public In-
struction Tom Torlakson announced
Central Valley scores for the online
California Assessment of Student Per-
formance and Progress tests in Eng-
lish Language Arts and mathematics.

Statewide, in all tested grades,
49.88 percent of students met or ex-
ceeded the English Language
Arts/Literacy standards, and in math-
ematics 38.65 percent met or ex-
ceeded standards.

This is the fourth year of the com-
puter-based tests. California tested

more than 3 million students with the
tests given in grades three through
eight and grade 11.

“We’re encouraged by what we
see, especially since these tests are
more rigorous than previous paper
and pencil tests,” Torlakson said.
“However, we need to make sure all
students continue to make progress.
We must continue our work to narrow
achievement gaps as we raise the bar
for our students, and better prepare
for them for 21st century college and
careers.”

Madera Chief of Police Dino Lawson has issued a nationwide “Scam Alert” to
government agencies, schools and private businesses regarding an email that is being
circulated throughout Madera County. The email is demanding payment in Bitcoins if
their demands are not met, naming various threats to cause harm to persons or busi-
nesses.

The town of Madera specifically was subject to these emails and the Madera Po-
lice Department is fully aware of the scam. The emails are poorly written and suspicious
in nature. Chief Lawson is stressing the importance of good internet and email safety,
namely, if you receive a suspicious email from a person or place that you do not rec-
ognize, opening it could cause harm to your computer and is likely to be scam. Never
provide personal information or financial material. As always, feel free to contact the
police department at 675-4200 with questions. If you see an email from an unknown
sender you do not need to contact the police department, but rather freely delete the
email without any risk of harm to your computer. Remember: When in doubt, delete.

Police Issue Email Scam Alert

D.A.LinnActions/January
& March • Outgoing D.A.
David Linn was busy at the begin-

ning of the year. First he claimed that all of
theSupervisorswere “dirty”with campaign
contributions, then inMarchhe andhiswife
madea$15millionclaimagainst theCounty
for damages fromhis earlier public censure.

1 ACLUCase Settled/Feb-
ruary •TheCounty’sdesiretoco-
ordinate its jail with federal

immigration authorities, but doing so in con-
tradiction of the Brown Act’s provision of
openmeetings,made theACLU step in. Ul-
timatelyMaderaCountyagreedtosettlethecase
for$32,500and limit interactionwith I.C.E.

2

Opioids in Madera
County/May • As the opioid
epidemic gripped the nation,

Madera County wasn’t spared. In May,
Madera County joined a nationwide class-
action suit against opioid manufacturers,
“... for the health and safety of the public
...” said Supervisor TomWheeler.

3 Riverwalk at River-
stone/June • It was always part
of the Riverstone development,

but in June theRiverwalk commercial dis-
trict was unveiled and suddenly became
real. Over 50 acres and a half-million
square feet of commercial space less than 4
miles from theRanchos. The future is here.

4

Water District Priva-
tized/July • In July, theMadera
County Board of Supervisors

agreed to allow a private water firm to
enter into negotiations tomanage thewater
supply for people in Rolling Hills. Theac-
tion was the result of Rolling Hills residents
wanting someoneother than theCounty.

5 AlvaradoGone/July •After
a recall election in 2015 that
saw the ouster of three GVUSD

trustees who fired Andy Alvarado, he
was brought back as superintendent, but
announced in July that greater things
called and that he was taking a position
with Central Unified in Fresno.

6

NewSuperintendent/Octo-
ber •After the rather abrupt de-
parture of Superintendent Andy

Alvarado, the GVUSD Board of Trustees
wasted no time finding a replacement in
Rodney Wallace, the former Superin-
tendent of the El Tejon School District
just south of Bakersfield.

7 Ranchos Sign/September
• As an Eagle Scout, Harrison
Caetano was just looking for a

project. Little did he know it would con-
sume the next four years of his life, jump-
ing through County hoops to get
authorization. But, the process left a legacy
for him and the people of the Ranchos.

8

Martha Tessmer/October
• It’s hard to make something
positive arise out of tragedy, but

that’s exactly what Martha Tessmer did
following the tragic death of her son
Donovan over a decade ago. Her efforts
havemade young people safer drivers and
hopefully avoidwhat happened to her son.

9 Kindle Cowger/November
• It’s always nice to have a story
about someone localwhoexcelsby

doing what they love. The Ranchos’ Kin-
dle Cowger took her love for entertaining
and parlayed it into becoming the Fresno
representative for theMissCalifornia Pag-
eant, a step away fromMiss America.

10

2018 •TopRanchos Stories
ffrroomm  tthhee  ppaaggeess  ooff  tthhee  RRaanncchhooss  IInnddeeppeennddeenntt
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What are Your Neighbors Saying?
Facebook 5 Reviews 5 Stars • Google 99 Reviews 4.9 Stars • Demand Force 319 Reviews 4.9 Stars • AutoVitals 14 reviews 5 stars

I really recommend Complete Car
Care, great service. Nuri

That is an awesome place to take your
car. I love the fact that they take care of any-
thing that's wrong. They let you know from

the get-go -- they send you emails, send pic-
tures of your car, the whole engine. They do
an excellent job, excellent service, every-
thing about it's just a great shop to take your
car to. And very friendly and honest. They

get to know you and they call you by name
and they have a lot of respect for their cus-
tomers. Dione

The people at this place did exactly what
they said they would do. Elia
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Page 4    
Letters

Dear Editor:
This letter is not about complaints.
It is about very significant advance-

ment, trials and their finding about the
community’s water condition and the dry
wells in Southeast Madera County. We
have now proven scientifically with the
help of engineers that one drywell may be
capable of recharging as much as 936,000
gallons of water in one 24-hour period
during a rainstorm.

It is imperative for the community to
be informed as to some of the new state
water restrictions which will begin in
2020 and ways to potentially help allevi-
ate some of the uncertainty they will
bring, as well as fighting future droughts.

For more details see the SEMCU
Speaks article in this publication.

Igal Treibatch
SEMCU Board member

Dear Editor:
That was a great article Randy!

[What Were They Thinking? -- November
2018, Ranchos Independent] You nailed
it, what were we thinking for crying out
loud?

Bev Delk
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:
Many of you know why I stopped at-

tending Board of Supervisors meetings
and writing DOG [Demand Open Gov-
ernment] reports: Stress.

I had the satisfaction of knowing I
had made a difference on at least a few is-
sues, unfortunately I am discovering
many of the issues we were able to defeat
were not dead, but rather just hidden for
a while. The latest to surface being the
supervisor pay increase.

Well heck, everybody deserves to be
able to keep up with the cost of living. As
Paul Harvey would say, “And now, for
the rest of the story.”

In this case, many years ago the
Board passed a resolution tying their
pay to that of California Superior Court
Judges. In other words, every time the
Judges got a raise, the Board got a raise.
They do not vote on it, it is never on the
agenda, it just happens. So pretty much
every year they have gotten raises. Writ-
ten into the California Constitution is
the ability of the Board to give them-
selves a raise.

Also written in the same document is
the initiative process. The people have
the right to ask for a vote on the matter. If
50 percent+1 vote for the raise, they get
it. Less than that number and the raise
they gave themselves is cancelled. The
last time they tried this we had the initia-
tive petitions in hand ready to walk across
the hall and be filed.

It is time to take a stand!
My next disappointment is the

Madera sign.
This sign, based on the bids and

property costs, would be about $1 to $1.5
million for the one sign. We thought we
had this one dead and gone because it was
going to cost so much and every time we
asked for more money for police and fire
we were told there just wasn’t any more
money, but they seemed to think there
was $1.5 million for a sign. Item 2c on
the next agenda is property negotiations
for the property for the sign. Somebody
must have found a boat load of money.

Finally, we now have the “Regional
Sports Complex” (think Fresno Granite
Park). Fresno tried this one several years
ago and it is still not up and running
Fresno has lost many millions on this
boondoggle.

Cost to build Madera’s “Regional
Sports Complex” is $12 million, the fea-
sibility study done by the company pro-
moting these parks all over the state
predicted annual losses to be over $1.5
million every year. Add to that this
County’s track record for running or
overseeing any business venture and you
have a path to many more millions of our
tax dollars being flushed down the toilet
of incompetence.

The Complex is now in the works. It
was included as a line item in a develop-
ment agreement for $12 million dollars.
Developers don’t just give away stuff for
the good feeling it gives them. What did
the County pony up to get this?

Dale Drozen
Demand Open Government

The Ranchos Independent welcomes
your letters. The only rules?

Sign it, be civil or forget about it.
email:

ranchosnews@yahoo.com
mail:

The Ranchos Independent
37167 Ave. 12 #5C
Madera, CA 93636

fax:
559-645-4002
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14 and Counting

“Human tragedy, human misery, the
crushing of the

human spirit. They
do not need

defining--they
need action.

And it is action,
in the form of

jobs, lower
taxes, and an

expanded
economy that --
as President -- I

intend to
provide. ”

Editorial

By Randy Bailey

And they said it wouldn’t last ...
This issue of the Ranchos Independent

marks the beginning of our 14th year of
producing the official newspaper for the
Madera Ranchos and the rest of Southeast
Madera County.

If you’re a regular reader of the Ran-
chos Independent you’ve heard the story
before, but since it’s our 14-year anniver-
sary here it is again. It was on Dec. 1, 2004
that my former business partner Kim Alli-
son and I bought the Ranchos Independent
from previous owner Bill Bell. He had
owned the paper since 1996 after acquiring
it from original owner Len Wilcox who
started the “Madera County Independent”
sometime in the late 1980s— early 1990s.

I’ve also told the story that the
way I met Bill Bell was I had written
a letter to the editor (hmm, imagine
that) and had included my name, ad-
dress, phone number -- you know, all
of the stuff you’re supposed to in-
clude when you write a letter to the
editor -- and Bill failed to remove that
information when he published my
letter. You can imagine my surprise
when I got my copy of the Ranchos
Independent with my controversial
views in it and there was my address
and everything published where any
aspiring psycho could find it. I was
not in a good mood when I stormed
into Bill Bell’s office to demand some

form of satisfaction. He couldn’t be-
lieve what he had done. He seemed
genuinely sorry for what had hap-
pened and by the time I was ready to
leave we were laughing about it and
talking about our similar views on a
bevy of topics.

It was a few months later that I
found out from Jim Cobb over at
Cobb’s Ranch that the Ranchos Inde-
pendent was for sale. “You ought to
buy it,” Jim said.

So I did.
I didn’t know it at the time but

Bill was dying of cancer. I bought the
paper in December of 2004 and on the
following St. Patrick’s Day, Bill
passed away. I found out later that
other people had offered to buy the
paper from him but he didn’t feel they
were the right “fit.” He had a love for
the Ranchos and the Ranchos Inde-
pendent and, cancer or not, he wasn’t
going to just “give” it to the wrong
person.

On past anniversaries I have
talked about all the changes I have
seen over the years, but this year I
want to go in a different direction and
talk about many of the things I haven’t
seen in the Ranchos in the last 14
years.

There’s no water system here.
Fourteen years later we still suck it
out of the ground, use it (often waste-
fully) once, and then put it in a septic
tank. As I’ve said so many times be-
fore: That’s not a “water system;”
that’s suicide.

Our septic system: The ticking
time bomb. Worry about water all you
want, but our waste -- and you know
the kind I’m talking about -- is going
into a septic system in some cases bor-
dering on 50 years old. It’s hard to
find water now; imagine when the
only water you can find is full of what
we flush down the toilet.

Avenue 12 bypass. Just tonight, I
attempted to pull out of the parking lot
at State Foods Supermarket. I needed
to turn east toward Highway 41 to take
my aunt home to Clovis. The line of
cars was so long I literally could not
see the end of it and the eastbound
traffic wasn’t helping either.

Great things have happened in the
past in the Ranchos; maybe we can
work on some of those other areas
needing attention over the next 14
years.
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A solid foundation for your next project

Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting 

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!

•  Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate

•  Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey

•  Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment

•  Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan

•  Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com
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I  know a lot  of  people  who

hate  a i rports .  I  get  i t .  There’s  a

lot to hate about airports. Being in

an airport  means you had to batt le

the dreaded TSA cronies who de-

light in clumsy strip searches that

border  on molestat ion.  Then

there’s that  moment when the au-

tomatons make you take off  your

shoes (even though you’re  a

known traveler) and you have that

sudden and misfor tunate  real iza-

tion that you have forgotten to get

a pedicure in a very long t ime and

your toes look l ike something out

of a horror f i lm. Let’s  not  forget

about  the fact  that  you are  about

to be stuffed into a t iny seat on a

smelly,  dirty plane surrounded by

various foreign germs t rying to

invade your  body and ruin your

vacation. There’s ample reason to

despise  a i rports  but  the govern-

ment sanctioned “me too” experi-

ence,  and the

threat  of  snot

and phlegm

aside, I  actually

don’t  mind

them because

they represent

opportunity.  

I t’s  because

of airports that  regular,  everyday

people l ike me have the chance to

f ly  long dis tances  in  a  re la t ively

short  amount of t ime. This means

you can vis i t  family and fr iends

who l ive far  away even i f  you

only have a  few days off  f rom

work. It  also means you can travel

your  company’s  different  branch

locat ions for  business  and s t i l l

have half the week left to be home

with your family. Then, of course,

there  is  the wonder  of  t ravel ing

for  pleasure.  Because of  a i rports

and the planes that  cal l  them

home,  you can f ly  off  to  places

you’ve never been and have expe-

riences you’ve never had.  So,  al l

the i r r i ta t ing and gross  things

about  a i rports  as ide,  ul t imately

they symbolize freedom.

Like so many things in  the

21st century, we often take the ex-

traordinariness of plane travel for

granted. As I  si t  here,  surrounded

by Chris tmas wreaths ,  twinkle

lights and what looks to be a 20-

foot  t ree  covered with shiny

baubles and garland, I  find myself

thinking about al l  the blessings I

Airport Life Reflections

have in  my l i fe .  This  feel ing is

immediately followed by the sud-

den and crushing real izat ion of

everything I  take for granted. The

fact that  I  can take a few days off

from work to  vis i t  f r iends and

family is  not something everyone

can do. Like so many of us,  I  get

up every day and go to  a  job

where I  work hard.  My paycheck

goes to  bi l ls  and savings.  But

what  i f  I  showed up to  work one

day and the

doors  were

closed? The

company had

gone under  and

no one in  mid-

dle management

was privy to the

i n f o r m a t i o n .

What if  I  drove back home to find

my house was no longer standing

due to  some random si tuat ion?

Circumstances can change without

warning and without reason and i t

can happen to me as easily as any-

one.  What  would I  do then? I

surely wouldn’t  be able  to  just

hop on a  plane to  Southern Cal i -

fornia  for  a  couple  of  days on a

whim. 

We of ten  take  for  granted  the

l i t t l e  t h ings  in  l i f e .  We  as sume

the  o the r  d r ive r s  w i l l  s t ay  on

the i r  s ide  of  the  road .  We expec t

the  p l ane  to  s t ay  in  the  a i r .  We

go  to  bed  each  n igh t  and  coun t

on  waking up  the  next  day  to  f in-

ish  our  to-do l is ts .  We expect  the

peop le  on  the  s t r ee t  t o  pas s  by

wi thout  assaul t ing  us .  Hopefu l ly

we  a re  a l l  cau t ious ,  bu t  i f  we

t ru ly  wa lked  a round  eve ry  day

expect ing  ca tas t rophe  wel l  … we

wouldn’ t  r ea l ly  wa lk  a round

much a t  a l l .  We would  hole  up  in

a  bunke r  somewhere  wi th  a

th ree -yea r  supp ly  o f  canned

“I’m going to  p lan bet ter
for  my  fu ture  bu t  I ’m go ing
to  make  sure  I  ge t  the  mos t
out  o f  l i fe  today.”

Please see GEN WHY on P. 7

12/18

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent 
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NEW  DAILYLUNCH SPECIALS

CA #441782

www.chadstrucking.com ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •

HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED  ROCK •

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •

FILL  DIRT •

TOP  SOIL •

HUMUS •

BARK •

CHIPS •

RIVER  ROCK •

BASE  ROCK •

ROCK  DUST •

COBBLE STONES •

DRIVEWAY  BASE •

CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •559-645-5363
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goods  and  bot t led  water .  

The biggest thing we as a society

collectively take for granted is time.

When we hold a grudge and stub-

bornly wait for the other person to

apologize before trying to repair the

relationship, that’s taking time for

granted. When we wait to start plan-

ning for retirement because there are

other things we want or need to do

with our money, that’s taking time

for granted. When we wait and wait

for the right moment to say the

words that are eating at us, whether

it is confessing our love to someone

or expressing our pain, that’s taking

time for granted. The right moment

is a myth. Waiting to forgive another

is delaying our own blessings. Hold-

ing off planning for your future is

the best way to invite disaster. 

My airport  epiphany has forced

me to ask myself  how I plan to l ive

life differently in 2019. I’m proba-

bly s t i l l  going to  be annoyed by

rudeness and stupidity,  but overall

I  am going to fight less and forgive

more.  I ’m going to  love s t ronger

and smile  br ighter .  I ’m going to

plan bet ter  for  my future  but  I ’m

going to  make sure  I  get  the most

out of life today. And right now I’m

going to  laugh f lu  season in  the

face and get on this plane,  though I

may s la ther  myself  in  hand sani-

t izer just  for some extra protection.

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

*SPECIAL RATES WITH THIS COUPON ONLY!
COUPON GOOD THROUGH 1/25/19

37357 AVE. 12 • NEXT TO LEE KITCHEN 
GLASS • PLASTIC • ALUMINUM
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Aluminum Cans
20¢/lb. MORE*

(25 lbs. or more)

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY
10 A.M. - 5 P.M.
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What have been my favorite articles
in the last 10 years of writing? Any arti-
cle with family or friends.

I love to write about family because
I think family is so important. Then
friends are truly important as well. Sev-
eral of the recipes I’ve used have come
from people I’ve met in the last 10 years.
It’s been a good 10 years. I think the one
that was the most fun was the First
Graders telling us how to cook Thanks-
giving dinner. Will have to do some-
thing like that again sometime.

Why have I never mentioned my
Dad? He passed
away almost 56
years ago. He was
a wonderful per-
son, truly loved
his family and
would have made
a great grandpa.
He taught us to
bait a fishhook with a wiggly worm,
shoot a shotgun and drive a car with a
stick shift. I miss him a lot.

Recently Ollie Ridge ask me if I had
ever heard of an Earthquake Cake? She
said it was easy to make, didn’t take a
frosting and it was delicious. I’m all for
a cake like that.

Earthquake Cake
1 C Pecans or walnuts or your fa-

vorite nuts chopped
1 C shredded coconut
1 box German Chocolate cake mix

(Betty Crocker mix works best)
1 to 2 C Powdered sugar (according

to your sweet tooth)
8 oz. cream cheese
1 stick butter or margarine
Heat oven to 350. Spray 9 x 13 bak-

ing pan with Pam.
Sprinkle nuts and coconut over bot-

tom of pan.
Prepare cake mix according to di-

rections on box. Pour evenly over nut
mixture in bottom of pan.

Put powdered sugar, cream cheese
and butter in large microwave safe bowl.
Microwave until soupy. Stir to make
sure it is mixed – pour mixture over top
of cake mix.

Bake 35 to 45 minutes until done in
center. Cake will crack as it bakes,
hence the name.

To serve, cut
into squares and
flip over on serv-
ing plate so the nut
mixture will be on
top.

Ollie also
gave me her
mother’s banana

nut bread recipe to share.
Mom’s Banana Picnic Loaf
Preheat oven to 350
Put into large mixing bowl:
2 C flour
1 ½ tsp. baking powder
1 tsp. salt
1 tsp. baking soda
1 1/3 C sugar
½ C oil
1 C mashed bananas (about 3)
¼ C milk
1 tsp. vanilla
Beat for two minutes, add:
2 eggs
Beat two minutes longer
Add 1/2 C nuts or more
Mix well and pour into prepared

loaf pans. Bake 35 minutes or more.

by Jean Briner

Friends & Family
are the Best

Please see RECIPES on P. 9

12/18

Over 15 years of experience
Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife
Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation

Nuisance animal trapping

Call for an inspection TODAY!
12/18

I love to write about family be-
cause I think family is so impor-
tant. Then friends are truly
important as well.
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My sister Faye had a favorite pump-
kin bread that was delicious.

Faye’s Pumpkin Bread
Preheat oven 350
Prepare 3 loaf pans with baking

spray
Mix together in large bowl:
1 large can pumpkin
4 C Sugar
1 C oil
Sift together:
2 tsp. baking soda
2 tsp. cinnamon
1 tsp. cloves

1 tsp. nutmeg
1 tsp. salt
5 C flour
Add dry ingredients to pumpkin

mixture and mix well. Pour evenly into
the prepared loaf pans and bake for 70
minutes or until done.

Overlooked a lot are dates. They
make wonderful cookies, candies and
even appetizers. They also make a deli-
cious bread.

Date Nut Bread
Preheat oven to 350
1 C boiling water
8 ounces dates, pitted and chopped
2 T. butter

¾ C granulated sugar
¼ C packed brown sugar
1 large egg
2 ¼ C all-purpose flour
1 T. baking powder
1/2 tsp. salt
½ C walnuts or pecans, chopped
Grease a 9 by 5-inch loaf pan.
In a medium bowl pour the boiling

water over the dates and add the butter,
set aside.

With a mixer, beat the sugars and
egg until light.

In another bowl, combine the flour,
baking powder and salt.

Add to the sugar and egg mixture,

alternating with the date and water mix-
ture.

Stir in chopped nuts and pour into
loaf pan.

Bake 45-55 minutes or until tooth-
pick comes out clean.

Any bread, fruit or vegetable are de-
licious on their own at any time, but have
you thought of slicing them and toasting
then add a little butter and serving for
breakfast – yum.

If I don’t see you or talk to you be-
fore then, I want to thank each and every
one of you for a wonderful 10 years, have
a Blessed Christmas and a happy, healthy
and prosperous new year.

RECIPES cont. from P. 8
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Golden Valley
Baptist Church

Merry Christmas to the Ranchos and Beyond

Sunday School   9 a.m. • Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
www.goldenvalleybaptistchurch.org

12414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos · 559-645-170012/18

Celebrating the birth of Christ
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

December 24, 2018 at 6:30 p.m.
12414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos

“For unto you is born this day in the
city of David a Saviour, which is
Christ the Lord.”

Luke 2:11

The Sierra View Elementary Fifth and Sixth grade band and choir, under the direction of
teacher Larissa Sobieralski,  held a concert on Thursday, Dec. 6. in the Sierra View multi-pur-
pose room for students and guests. Picture courtesy Tyler Takeda

Sierra View Band Entertains

The American Cancer Society

Fresno office recently presented cCARE

Connects Foundation in Fresno with a

$5,000 check to help cover transporta-

tion costs for cancer

patients who reside

in Madera and Mari-

posa counties. 

Nearly 50 per-

cent of cancer pa-

tients in Madera and

Mariposa counties

need assistance with

transportation to and

from their cancer

treatment appoint-

ments at cCARE

Cancer Center in

Fresno. The $5,000

community trans-

portation grant from

the American Can-

cer Society will help

fill this gap and give

cancer patients re-

siding in those two

counties a fighting

chance to access the

care they need to beat the disease.

“Lack of transportation is a major

barrier to cancer care,” said Jennifer

Giese, Health Systems Manager for the

American Cancer Society. “Even the

best treatment won’t work if a patient

can’t gain access due to lack of reliable,

consistent transportation.”

Many cancer patients don’t own a

vehicle, can’t afford the extra fuel or

don’t have access to

public transporta-

tion. Some patients

may be elderly and

unable to drive, too

ill to drive or have

no relatives or

friends near them

who are able to pro-

vide regular assis-

tance with

transportation.

An estimated

600 Madera County

residents and an esti-

mated 120 Mariposa

County residents

will learn they have

cancer this year and

getting to their

scheduled treatment

appointments could

be their greatest con-

cern.

One cancer patient requiring radia-

tion therapy could need between 20 and

30 trips to treatment over the course of

six weeks. A patient receiving

chemotherapy may need weekly treat-

ment for up to a year.

cCare Cancer Center representatives
Donna Oreizi, left, and Marvell French, sec-
ond from right, receive a check for $5,000 to
help with transportation costs for Maderans
from American Cancer Society members Jen-
nifer Giese, second from left, and Donna
Gavello, right.

American Cancer Donation
Helps Maderans Get Help
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• Borders
• Driveways
• Walkways
• Patios
• Pool Decks
• Large & Small Slabs
• Stamped Concrete
• Stained Concrete

Marty Owen -
The Concrete Guy

Marty has a passion for
creative concrete design.
Marty has been laying
concrete for 32 years and
has extensive experience
in every area of concrete,
from residential to
commercial.
Licensed & Bonded SCL#991137
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Talent and Talented Kiwanis
ByBeckyKoop

“Kiwanis International isaglobalorgan-
ization of volunteers dedicated to changing the
world one child, one community at a time.”

The Ranchos Kiwanis Club is celebrat-
ing the holidays with many local Rancho
events this month.

The Kiwanis Christmas Basket was on
display at the local
Ranchos Café near
the cash register.
Not only did the
Café display the
basket, but they also
generously helped
sell tickets on behalf
of the Kiwanis
Club. The proceeds
will go toward the
scholarships Kiwa-
nis provides local
LibertyHighSchool
seniors.

The annual Ki-
wanis Poinsettia
Fundraiser was also
a great success and
always brings so
much holiday cheer
to the Ranchos.

The Liberty
High School Key
Club is sponsored
by the Ranchos Ki-
wanis, and its presi-
dent, Sarah Folsom,
helped coordinate
the December Tal-
ent Show in an effort to raise funds for
GoldenValleyUnifiedSchoolDistrict’s Spe-
cial Education program. Therewere over 200
people in the audience as two of our ownKi-
wanis members, Mona Diaz and Marie
Cameron, performed, as well as many other

local talented acts.
The Kiwanis Club would like to en-

courage communitymembers to send awarm
thank you to its previous president, Virginia
Vick.Virginia has not only helped coordinate
severalKiwanis events this past year, she has
also continuously proven to be a pillar in our
community, as she works to make the Ran-
chos community a better place. In addition to
her past duties as President of the Golden

Valley Chamber of
Commerce and Ki-
wanis, she now
arranges guest
speakers for the
Ranchos Kiwanis
Club.

As for upcom-
ing activities, theKi-
wanis will be
holding their “Cross
the River Run” on
April 14, 2019. This
year the run will be
held on the road that
stretches from
Woodward Park to
Madera Panoche
Creek. TheRanchos
Kiwaniswill also be
involved in helping
clean up theMadera
River Parkway on
the Madera side of
the San Joaquin
River starting in
2019.

The Ranchos
Kiwanis Club wel-
comesnewmembers

to join our dynamic organization. We meet
every Thursday (except the first one of the
month) in the Pizza Factory Banquet Room at
37184 Ave. 12 at 6:15 p.m. Please come on
down, listen in andmake new friends.

www.RanchosKiwanis.com

Kiwanis Korner

Just some of the 200 people who showed up
for the Kiwanis-sponsored Talent Show held at Lib-
erty High School on Thursday, Dec. 6.

Past Kiwanis President Virginia Vick shows no
signs of slowing down as she continues to coordi-
nate events for the Ranchos Kiwanis.

Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

6700 E. Central Ave. • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Juan and Maria at

12/18
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By Jerrica Edmundson

The holiday season has officially come
for the year at last. We will have our normal
business hours during this month, but keep in
mindwewill be closed onDecember 25.Next
year will bring lots of fun projects for us here
at the library butwewill keepmaking sure that
there is plenty of newand intriguing books for
you all to read and enjoy.

Jerrica’s Shelf
Strange the Dreamer by Laini Taylor
This bookwas one I absolutely could not

put down. Revolving around a boy named
Lazlo Strange — Strange being the surname
given to orphans in the area, marking them as
having no direct family. Lazlo is a librarian

whohas always beenob-
sessed with fairy tales
about the legendary city
of Weep. Weep had an
actual name when he
was young, but one day
the word was ripped
from his and everyone
else’s mind. To this
day no one can re-
member that there even was
a different name for the city, it is just Weep.
Lazlo, though, is obsessed with what must
have beenmagic that stole the name fromhim
and everyone around him. Over his seven
years as a librarian he has read every book
there is about this city and become an expert

Christmas Hours and Fun for 2019
The Bookshelf on the subject, even though his colleagues

mockhimandcall him“Strange theDreamer”
because he is always stuck in a dreamworld.

This story was completely enthralling
and the sequel just recently came out so I am
going to move on to the continuation of the
story as fast as I can get ahold of a copy.
Magic powers wielded by the children of
Gods, a mystical city that has been removed
from existence in all but its actual physical
being, and a librarianwhobrings it all together
– what’s not to love?

Kate’s Shelf
The Night Angel Trilogy by BrentWeeks

The Night Angel Trilogy has been col-
lected into oneomnibus edition for its 10th an-
niversary and I have decided to pick this one
up finally.Themain character is a street urchin
named Azoth who has always dreamed of
being a legendary assassin like Durzo Blint.
His dream is to apprentice under the elusive

man that he met once in an alleyway and
spared his life, unlike those of the unfortunate
fellows inside the bar he just ran from. Azoth
spends his nights trying to findDurzo in order
to convince him to take an apprentice for the
first time ever, and one night he actuallyman-
ages to findhim.Durzo gives himanearly im-
possible task to complete, but if he can do it,
he can actually start on the path to fulfilling
his dreams: He has to kill his current crew
leader.

Brent Weeks makes
a world that is so believ-
able yet fantastic and it
completely sucks you
into its intricate weaving
quickly. Imaylosesome
sleep because I don’t
want to put the book
down, but I really don’t
mind in this case.



Page 14

Click on “Local News” at

FREE
1st 100 Gallons • 1st Year Tank Rental

Installation of a Kamps Tank
Leak and Safety Inspection

Let Kamps Propane show you the difference of
becoming a customer! Call Lora Brazil at 559-356-4992

O.A.C. • some restrictions may apply
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WOOD / CARPET / LAMINATE / VINYL

Call your
Ranchos neighbor

HAL CAPPS for your
BEAUTIFUL, NEW FLOOR!

1820 E. McKinley (east of Blackstone) • 559-445-0206

Valley Remnants
& Rolls

WWHHYY
PPAAYY
MMOORREE??
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Huckabee’s Heating & Air Conditioning
Locally owned and operated

37082 Ave. 12, Madera Ranchos
559-662-0336

www.huckabeeshvac.com

By Igal Treibatch

1 Billion Gallons of Water

At last, some great news! Our efforts are not
going to waste.

Before I explain the line above, let me talk
about what is forcing all of us to continue and find
ways to combat the droughts and the government re-
strictions which are coming in 2020 to all of us. Since
we are in what is considered a “critically over-drafted
basin,” all eyes will be on us.

The Sustainable Groundwater Management
Act was a landmark law signed by Governor Jerry
Brown on Sept. 16, 2014 that empowers local agen-
cies to sustainability manage groundwater resources.
It is managed by the California State Water Control
Board (www.waterboards.ca.gov). The local
agency, the Groundwater Sustainability Agency, is
composed of the area’s stakeholders and public
water users and is the responsible entity to follow up
and begin to implement a Groundwater Sustain-
ability Plan acceptable to the Department of Water
and Resources by 2020.

In general, the basic way the Sustainable
Groundwater Management Act intends to see things
is they will determine an aquifer’s recovering capa-
bility to a sustainable point, which means that if an
aquifer can recover in one year to its original level
after three acre-feet have been used, then that may be
the amount of water one may be able to draw per
year. But, if the aquifer can only recover one-half of
an acre-foot per year, then that is all that can be drawn
from it per one year. In addition to ground water,
one may have surface water rights or can buy sur-
face water; that addition will help, but not everyone
has that option. If you are only counting on well
water, one may be up a dry creek without a paddle. 

This is the main reason SEMCU has been
working on sustainability issues and providing free
dry wells to Southeast Madera County residents.
We are trying to help refill the aquifer. To date, we
have drilled over 90 dry wells (2-feet in diameter by
50-feet deep) at no cost to the community. SEMCU
is a member of Madera’s Regional Water Man-
agement Group, and through that group has sub-
mitted a $1 million grant request from the
Department of Water and Resources which could
potentially pay for as many as 350 larger dry wells,
which are 3-feet in diameter by 75-feet deep, a sub-
stantial increase in capacity over the smaller dry-
wells.

The only thing we were lacking was the sci-
ence and proof that dry-wells work. During our free
dry-wells program in Southeast Madera County, we
have been asked many times, “How do you know
this works?”

My answer was I have seen it work.

The follow up question usually is, “Ok, but
how much water do the dry wells recharge?”

Today we have a more definite answer; we
have the facts proved by science.

We contacted Supervisor Brett Frasier and pro-
posed a private-public project between the County
and SEMCU that would produce the science while
working with County staff along with us. We wanted
to make sure that the trials we were about to com-
mence were going to be “water tight.” Provost and
Prichard Engineering was hired to manage and con-
duct the trials along with the help of Berkley National
Lab (associated with U.C. Berkley). 

We contracted a driller and after some 10 sug-
gested sites, we drilled test core holes down to 75
feet. As we were drilling, we collected soil samples
from every foot of the soil and sent them to a pro-
fessional lab for analysis to help us understand the
soil profiles. We then picked four locations for a full
test and drilled 3-foot in diameter by 75-feet deep
wells in all four sites. We inserted a 4-inch perfo-
rated pipe all the way to the bottom and filled the
rest of the area with crushed rocks. We then intro-
duced water to the surface of the dry well without
pressure, with a 6-inch pipe that had a water meter
measuring the amount of water that was flowing
out. The intent was to simulate a rain storm pattern.
We were shocked when we found that over a 24-
hour period, the well continued an intake stream
without overflowing that was as much as 650 gal-
lons per minute. Over 24 hours, 650 gallons per
minute translates into 936,000 gallons of recharged
water per one well. That astounded all of us. There
was no champagne to celebrate, but there was water.
We now needed to understand more.

We let one of the wells run for seven days. The
first four days the well consumed 650 gallons per
minute, the fifth day the well ability to take water was
down to 550 gallons and for the following two days the
well averaged between 400 and 450 gallons per
minute. Like in a rain storm season, we will wait a few
days and try the same test in order to see if the well will
go back and start again with intake of 650 gallons.

Imagine if we are awarded the grant and are
able to drill 350 dry wells, and even if they all aver-
age only 500 gallons per minute, the wells will be
recharging in one 24-hour period as much as 252
million gallons. Potentially, if we get four strong
storms days in one season, we will be recharging
over ONE BILLION gallons. Yes, “billions” with
a “B.”

SEMCU is continuing efforts to improve
water conditions and help achieve water sustain-
ability in Southeast Madera. We invite the residents
to come and help with these efforts by bringing ideas
and helping meet the needs of our community.
Come join SEMCU’s board and make a difference
for a better community and home for our families.
SEMCU only meets once per month, at 6 p.m. on
the third Monday of every month at the Pizza Fac-
tory at 37184 Ave. 12 in the Madera Ranchos.

OUR MEETINGS ARE OPEN AND
YOU’RE INVITED. 

You may reach us through our website at
www.semcu.org. 
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Senior Report

Seniors Looking Back, Looking Ahead
By Margaret Tynan

Here we are again moving into another

New Year. May we all find hope and aspira-

tions for peace, love and tranquility for our

community, nation and world in 2019. As I

look back on last year at Ranchos/Hills Sen-

iors I am so pleased to be part of the friend-

ships, energy, enthusiasm and community

engagement among the members. Here are a

few of the highlights of the year.

The Spring Home and Garden Festival

and Fall Art and Craft Fair are two successful

community wide events put on by the Cen-

ter. Additionally, members again participated

in the Ranchos Flatlanders Day activities.

Many members enjoyed the monthly collab-

orative program with Liberty High with a

focus on intergenerational socialization and

communication. The Center offered free pre-

sentations open to the community by the

Nursing Program at Fresno State University

and informational sessions by the Health In-

surance Counseling and Advocacy Program

(HICAP). There were also many interesting,

exciting and fun activities such as arts and

crafts sessions, improv acting class, weekly

writing group and various holiday gatherings.

Members, their families and friends went on

several outings including Arte Américas Mu-

seum, Roger Rocka’s Dinner Theater and,

most recently to usher in the Holidays, Sec-

ond Space Theater’s show “Good Company

for Christmas.”

Many tried and true and new activities

are planned for the new year so watch the

Senior Report for announcements. A Pajama

Party will hail the incoming 2019 New Year

with a members’ potluck and games. The

writing group will resume the weekly Mon-

day meetings on January 7 from 3 to 5 p.m.

Center and adult community members are in-

vited to join. Be sure to come to the monthly

Bake and Boutique and Treasure Houses.

A sale will be held on Saturday, Jan. 5

from 8 a.m. to noon. Don’t forget to join the

weekly Monday-Wednesday-Friday Strength

and Stretch Exercise group from 10 to 11 a.m.

and the weekly Thursday 6 p.m. potlucks.

Mark your calendars for the Planning Meet-

ings the first Tuesday and the General Mem-

ber meetings the third Tuesday of every

month at 12:30 p.m. Your participation is

welcome and needed.

New Officers Elected
The 2019 Ranchos/Hills Seniors officers

and board members were elected in Novem-

ber and were installed at the Dec. 18 Holiday

Celebration. Ethel Hansen, a Center member

since 2010, will serve as President. She says

she will do her best to help the organization

continue forward on a positive track. Vice

President Eva McAtee’s goal is to enhance

her communication and organizational skills

during her year of service. She is a member

since 2012. Rita Selmon will serve her third

term as Recording Secretary since she joined

three years ago. She finds belonging to the

Center an uplifting experience that brings

people together, the experience she hopes to

share with the local community. Margaret

Tynan’s goals are to continue to help plan in-

teresting activities and to increase Center

membership. She will serve a second term as

Corresponding Secretary. Connie Prince en-

joys working with numbers, so she is eager to

take on the duties of Chief Treasurer and

serve the community. The Assistant Trea-

surer’s role of helping to meet the budget will

be filled for a fourth term by Diane Maxfield,

a member since 2010. Verlaine Elinburg

would normally take on the duties of the Past

President, but Carol Wood, the past Vice-

President, will take on those advising duties

instead. Verlaine will be representing

Madera’s seniors at the Fresno Madera Area

Agency on Aging this next year. 

Officers’ Goals
Each of the four Board members shared

their goals for the year. Theresa Santoro plans

to work on improving the Center’s connec-

tion to the local community through technol-

ogy during her second term. Sue Dobbs is

also serving a second term on the Board. Her

goal is to reach out to those 50 years plus in

the area, letting them know the many oppor-

tunities that are available for their enjoyment

and involvement at the Center. Rosemary

Janis, a new member in 2018, will serve her

first term on the board. She looks forward to

learning from others and sharing ideas from

her past work on other boards. Shirley Tickel

is also serving her first term on the Board. A

member since 2003, she says she is anxious to

help with the various Center pursuits. Helen

Lowell, a member of the organization since

nearly its inception, will serve a sixth term as

Parliamentarian. She is looking forward to a

very good year and wants to share what “a ter-

rific place this is” and encourage membership

in the Ranchos/Hills Seniors. 

All of us at Ranchos/Hills Seniors thank

the members and the community for their

support and wish everyone a happy, healthy

and prosperous New Year.

Thought for January: “Well, we have a
whole new year ahead of us. And wouldn't it
be wonderful if we could all be a little more
gentle [sic] with each other, a little more lov-
ing, and have a little more empathy, and
maybe, next year at this time we'd like each
other a little more.” ― Judy Garland

Contact me today for a FREE sample or if you’d like like to
attend a FREE class on essential oils and products.

Tina Shannon -- Wellness Advocate

12/18

TriEase Softgels were
developed to protect against
seasonal and environmental
elements and to promote a
healthy respiratory system

when needed most.

Visit my online store at mydoterra.com/tinashannon
645-4948 or 430-7131call

call Mark Crawford • 559-225-1435
CrawfordInsuranceGroup@yahoo.com

20-Year Ranchos resident • 25+ years experience
Lic. #OE52033 & 0800722auto • home • commercial • workers comp

1
2
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Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting

Concrete Foundations & Flatwork 1
2
/1

8

are you ready for
NATURAL polishes and removers?

follow us on Instagram: @ranchossugarcoatnails

• personalized designs
• long-lasting gel polish

• by appointment only
• call for more information

Ranchos Sugar Coat Nails

559-718-3788

12/18
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Hello 93636,
Merry Christmas and a Happy 2019

from theParr family and theCompleteCar
Care team. We want to thank you all for
your continued business and support.

Forme, 2018endswith a required20-
hour emissions update class and test. Since
emissions is fresh on my mind, I thought
the opportunity of this article would pres-
ent a good time to write about California's
emissions testing program.

In my opinion, if the California Air
Resources Board (CARB) was sincerely
interested in clean air, California would
change its forestmanagement strategy and
policies andbecomeproactive aboutwild-
fire prevention. The amount of emissions
emitted intoCalifornia's air eachyear from
wildfires is substantial. Instead, CARB is
attempting to find awayaround theUnited
States Constitution's Bill of Rights’ 4th
amendment protections. Just saying.

For at least 10 years, I've heard ru-
mors about the CARB OBD III program.
During preparation for this article I found
detaileddocumentation thatwould suggest
the rumors may have merit. What is the
CARB OBD III program? The intent of
the program is to reduce the time between
when a vehicle's emission failure first oc-
curs and the actual repair.

The Clean Air Act of 1963 was the
first federal legislation regarding air pollu-
tion control. It established a federal pro-
gramwithin theU.S.PublicHealthService
that authorized research into techniques for
monitoring and controlling air pollution.

The Clean Air Act allows California
to seek awaiver from theprohibitionkeep-
ing states from enacting their own emis-
sion standards for newmotor vehicles.The
United States Environmental Protection
Agency must grant a waiver before
CARB’sOBDIII programcanbeenacted.

Theprogramwould require eachnew
vehicle sold in California to be equipped
with a small device capable of storing and
transmitting the vehicle's identification
number, the receiver station identification
number, current emissions fault code(s),
date and time of the current and last query
and the status and integrity of themonitor-
ing system. The transponder will also be
equipped with a memory function to pre-
vent loss of stored information if the vehi-
cle's battery fails or is disconnected.

Big Brother, Your Car

When a vehicle emissions fault is de-
tected, a notice would be sent to the vehicle
owner requiring anout-of-cycle emissions in-
spection within a certain number of days. If
the vehicle is not inspected and brought into
compliance, penal options include withhold-
ing thenext vehicle registration, a citation, fine
or court appearance.

Receiver/Tracking Station options in-
clude roadside readers, local station networks
and satellites. The roadside reader technology
has been tested in California since 1994. The
technology is capable of reading eight lanes
of bumper-to-bumper traffic at 100 miles per
hour. The roadside reader technology can be
installed at fixed locations or installed onto
portable and mobile units. When the reader
technology detects an emission fault, the ve-
hicle's identification number (VIN) and fault
code(s) will be transmitted to authorities.

Satellite technology can be linked to a
cell phone or other tracking device like Gen-
eral Motors’ "OnStar." When an emission
fault is detected, the vehicle owner would be
alerted via cell phone and/or the tracking de-
vice. That information would also be relayed
to public authorities. Technologies and op-
tions available to enforceOBDIII regulations
include CHP Roadside Pullover or remotely
disabling the vehicle via the OBD III device.

Other possible uses for the OBD III technology
are police pursuit immobilization, tracking and
citing speed limit violators.

What legal issues arise from OBD III? Do
public health arguments override our constitu-
tional protections of privacy and consent?

OBD III would sanction private citizens
based on the use of "suspicionless mass surveil-
lance" of private property and random testing. It
would empower CARB, an un-elected body, to
sequesterprivateproperty. It's not clear tomehow
dueprocess, the rightofprivate citizens todirectly
confront accusers and rebut witnesses and 4th
amendment protectionswould be protected.

TheFourthAmendment to theU.S.Consti-
tution protects U.S. citizens from random search
and seizures. ''The right of thepeople to be secure
in their persons, houses, papers and effects,
against unreasonable searches and seizures shall
not be violated ...''

The drawback with California's current
emissions testingprogram is the entireCalifornia
vehicle fleetmust undergobiannual emissions in-
spections in order to identify a relatively small
number of failing vehicles. Approximately 10
million vehicles at a cost in excess of $168 mil-
lion are inspected each year.

CARB suggests if the inspection process
could be automated, only those vehicleswith ac-
tual emissions problemswouldbe required toun-

dergo a FULL emission inspection. As I under-
stand it, the biannual inspection process would
remain intact and the costs associated with it.

CARB has identified the major obstacle
blocking the implementation of OBD III is pub-
lic acceptanceof adevice theywouldpay forwith
the capability todisable their vehiclewithout their
permission. The following is aCARB suggested
strategy to gain public acceptance. In CARB's
ownwords:

"Ways to obtain public acceptance may be
tooffer incentives by including this device as part
of a package that provides other benefits. These
benefits could be an anti-theft device and/or a
smog readout device. The smog readout device
could eliminate the need for costly and time-con-
suming periodic inspections at smog stations.
With the idea that the only time youwould need
to go to an inspection station is when the auto-
mobile exceeds smog-generating limits".

That is an obvious strategy of deception.
OKguys, that's all for now. I'll let youknow

as details develop. As usual, I'm looking for in-
teresting and informative automotive industry
topics towrite about. If youhaveany suggestions,
ideas, comments, general or specific questions
concerning a vehicle, please text me at 559-907-
7661.

God Bless America andGod Bless 93636.
Warren Parr
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chain link wood wrought iron

chain link • wood fence • wrought iron
privacy plus • gate operators

security windows • security doors • barbed wire
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Ranchos Crafters’ Studio
559-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

Arts & Crafts Studio • Bisque • Wood Items

1
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M-F  12-6 • Sat 2-6 • Sun Appointment Only
Check us out on Instagram and

Facebook “What’s Up in the Ranchos”
Contact us for SPECIAL GROUP PARTIES

NEVER a sitting fee • Walk-ins ALWAYS welcome

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday 

9:00 AM until 5:30 PM 

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!
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RANCHOS SMOKE SHOP • 37167 AVE. 12 #4D

CIGARS • CIGARETTES
PIPES • TOBACCO
E-CIGARETTES

559-479-4943 • 9 AM - 7 PM 1
2
/1
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the Ranchos Independent
SAY YOU SAW IT IN

36754 AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTO ACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

12/18

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

JOIN SUPERVISOR FRAZIER
FOR COFFEE & CONVERSATION

Thursday, January 31
8:30 a.m. -- 10 a.m.

Ranchos Café • 37193 Ave. 12
Madera Ranchos
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Click on “Local News” at 

Child Care 

Child Care - Susan Ryan Day Care.

Newborn to 5 years old. Licensed. Call

661-4725 or 706-0424.

Chimney Sweep 

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29

years of experience. Wood stove inserts,

pellet stoves and fireplaces. Also clean

dryer vents.

REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY,

BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room addi-

tions, barns and patios. Lic. #719500.

Call 559-970-4476.

Firewood

Firewood for sale -  Seasoned Al-

©2018 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Classified
mond f i rewood.  Round or  sp l i t .

Call  259-7122 or 645-5523.

Firewood for  sa le -  Almond f i re -

wood,  dry   $200 per  cord  de l iv-

ered.  Call  Orvi l le  559-822-6362.

Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor special iz ing in

both cont inuous and s tandard ra in

gutters.  General  Contractor.  Repair

Maintenance.  12 years  working in

the area.

* * N E W  P H O N E  N U M B E R :

5 5 9 - 9 0 8 - 0 7 5 9 * *

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL -  FREE RECY-

CLABLE PICKUP -  KIDS 4  RE-

CYCLING of fe r s  p ickup  of  a l l

r ecyc lab le  mate r ia l s  inc lud ing

paper ,  p las t i c ,  g lass ,  a luminum

and cardboard .

Cal l  Diana  at  999-6832 . Funds

support Ranchos community or-

ganizations and schools. 

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST

HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.

TRACTOR WORK Discing - Rototill-

ing - Mowing - Scraping - Stump Grind-

ing. Call John at 908-1066.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete work
and underground utilities installed.
Lic. #719500. Call 559-970-4476.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out -

Screen, track, sills included. Remove

hard water stain on home windows,

shower doors and car windows. Cobweb

removal  too. Fully insured. Call Nick

at 285-1723. Free estimates. 

Ask about our SENIOR DISCOUNT!

SUDOKU

©2018 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

6 4 5 - 0 6 3 4

The Ranchos
Independent

classified rates 
are crazy cheap

call
TO ADVERTISE

SAY YOU
SAW IT IN
the Ranchos
Independent

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

12/18 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSURANCE?

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation

Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 

You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals

today at

1
2

/1
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Nancy Watson

645-5000

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson.   She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment.  Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 12/18

    Real Estate

BRE Lic. #01454566

Maria
Fotopoulos - Cercone

Real estate is our life! We make
real estate dreams a reality.

Cell 559-250-6740 • Office 559-645-1212
maria@ossrealtor.com • Ranchos resident for more than 30 years!

I’m ready to assist you with all of your real estate needs. Whether

you’re buying or selling, moving across town or out of state, I’m here

to help. Your housing needs deserve the care of a specialist. 

1
2
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By Betty Van Valkenburg

Christmas is upon us and many parents and

grandparents may be searching for meaningful gifts

for their children, teens and young adults. Toys for

little tykes are soon broken. Money and gift cards are

impersonal and forgettable. Young adults seem to

have everything they want, and who knows what

color sweater they want anyway? 

What to do?

After the traditional gifts are opened, perhaps

the most needed and longest lasting gift would be a

year-round dose of old-fashioned wisdom, com-

monly defined as “the ability to think and act using

education, knowledge, experience, understanding,

common sense and insight.”

So why is this relevant to a conservative polit-

ical column? Well, it

seems to me that our

volatile political atmos-

phere is directly attribut-

able to the lack of

education, knowledge,

understanding, com-

mon sense and/or in-

sight needed for

wisdom. 

When a newly

elected member of

Congress doesn’t know

the three branches of

government – one branch of which she just spent

months and tons of money to be elected to – then she

surely needs education and wisdom.

When the soon-to-be-again Speaker of the

House calls a border wall “immoral” and advocates

opening our borders to the world, then she certainly

lacks common sense, knowledge and insight; and

she definitely doesn’t know the definition of national

sovereignty. 

When presidential and congressional candi-

dates espouse socialism, of all things, they can’t pos-

sibly know its terrible history or its recent destruction

of Venezuela; nor can they appreciate our form of

government that offers freedom and prosperity. Can

they?

When a high-school graduate doesn’t know

who George Washington is – true story – then our

schools need a serious intervention by concerned

citizens wise enough to have their grey heads

screwed on straight.

Clearly, too many schools are ignoring his-

tory, the constitution and our founding principles.

Worse, in many cases they teach that America is

evil. Is it any wonder then that the under-educated

can easily fall for propaganda touting socialism, an

end to national sovereignty and the like? Somehow

younger generations must hear the counter message

to today’s indoctrination.

Imparting the gift of wisdom costs only time

and love. It could be as simple as ongoing give-and-

take conversations or discussing with those in our

lives what they’re learning in school or what they

think about the latest political occurrence. It could

be a recorded oral or written account of personal ex-

periences, such as military service or life in another

country, or important lessons learned through the

years. Each of us who’ve lived a few years past

prime might have a story to tell and a way to make

it relevant. But if you have nothing personal to relate,

there are good books, articles, websites and the like

that could be passed on or recommended to the next

generations. 

Not many of us are experts on the constitution

or history, certainly not me; but free online resources

are available at the click of a mouse. You might

check them out and recommend them to those on

your gift list.

Hillsdale College offers online courses using

short presentations, including Constitution 101 and

Principles of Free Market Economics 101. You can

watch in your jammies any time you want.

Their latest offering is: “The Stakes of World

War II” presented by our own Valley treasure, Vic-

tor Davis Hanson. Its introduction is a lesson in itself:

“World War II can be

understood in terms of

two competing argu-

ments regarding the na-

ture of man. One

argument views man

primarily as part of a

collective, shaped in de-

cisive respects by race

or class. This led to the

invasion of peaceful

lands and the organized

slaughter of millions.

The other argument

views the human soul as free — never to be gov-

erned without consent. The unflinching insistence

on this view led to liberation.”

The Heritage Foundation is “… dedicated to

advancing conservative principles,” and dissemi-

nates public policy information “… so together we

can decide how we want our government to work.”

They offer an online Guide to the Constitution with

clause-by-clause analysis of the entire document and

each amendment — a treasure trove of free infor-

mation. Also available is “a one-of-a-kind book that

presents the U.S. Constitution as never before.”

Hometown Heroes is a fantastic KMJ radio

program hosted by another Valley treasure, Paul

Loeffler, who weekly interviews and honors veter-

ans, presenting history through the perspectives of

those who lived it. You can listen live on the radio

or to past interviews on the website, hometown-

heroesradio.com, where Paul states: “No matter

where you’re from in this great country of ours …

there are heroes around you.” 

Merry Christmas and happy new year to

everyone.

Visit the Central Valley Tea Party  website
at www.centralvalleyteaparty. com for more in-
formation.

A Gift That Keeps On Giving

674-1663

23338 Ave. 14

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

12/18

Clearly, too many schools are
ignoring history, the constitution
and our founding principles.
Worse, in many cases they teach
that America is evil. Is it any won-
der then that the under-educated
can easily fall for propaganda tout-
ing socialism, an end to national
sovereignty and the like?
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Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent 



Click on “Local News” at 

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

HIGH QUALITY

559-454-8060

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336

559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service

• Equipment

• Supplies

• Residential

• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial

• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing

Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Notary in the
Ranchos!

SINCE

1980

BONDED &

INSURED

LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal

Color Matching

559-301-1613
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

Store hours: 

Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00

Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

Mitchell L. Vick
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

559-970-4635
mlvconst@gmail.com 

Lic. #563698

• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •  

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS

All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders
General & Custom

Auto Service
& Repairs

Call Gina
at 559-289-3401

email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Covering
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley

Tree pruning, shaping & trimming
Tree Cabling • Tree removal

Fully Insured • 8+ Years Experience • Trained Arborist

559-347-8408 • www.cvhtc.com

call Mag Anaya Jr.

559-974-1357
Ranchos
Resident

Lic. #842676

“Plumbing
problem?
Plumbing
solution!
Call
Vern!”

How about 10,000
Ranchos residents each

month who look at
Business Directory ads?

(559) 645-0634  
The Ranchos Independent

WHAT CAN YOU GET
FOR $25?

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance

Weekly & monthly service 
(not a licensed contractor)

commercial, residential
and industrial landscaping

info@TouchOfGreenLandscape.us

CA LIC. #934774

559-242-6352call

Today!

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

JEAN BRINER
(559) 645-0634  

The Ranchos Independent

36754 AVE. 12 •Madera Ranchos

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

660-5262
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Get Involved!

645-4001
2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m.

37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

BUZZ CUT
WEDNESDAYS

37184 AVE. 12 #104
(behind Pizza Factory)

559-439-2004
$10

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio
559-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

Arts & Crafts Studio • Bisque • Wood Items

Jose Lopez
559-779-0401
call

Lic. #1042108
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Your Arian penchant for impatience shows, as you consider
passing a problem-prone project on to someone else. Best advice: Stay with it and work out
those snarls yourself.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Even patient Bovines can be frustrated when carefully made
plans go awry. But crank up that "stick-to-it-ivity" you do so well, and you'll soon find that
your schedule is back in sync.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Your aspect favors using more resourceful means in dealing
with a workplace situation. Some discreet checking around could help shed light on the root
cause of the problem.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) You show an unusually strong streak of stubbornness in
rejecting suggestions from friends and/or family members early in the week. But you become
more receptive by the week's end.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) The Big Cat might find a gentler approach more effective when
dealing with those who resist needed changes. Remember, the word "persuasion" starts with
the sound "purr."

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) A disappointing experience with someone you felt you
could trust can be painful. But there just might be more to this situation than you're
aware of. Press for an explanation.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Changing your views about something you believe in
isn't easy. But you might reconsider as the facts come in. Keep your mind open, even if you're
uneasy about what you might learn.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) You might have to do some serious shifting of gears
to get your project back on track. But cheer up. Your hard work starts to produce some positive
results by the week's end.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) An unsettling mood at the start of the week
soon lifts and gives way to a more positive attitude as you find fun and friendship beginning to
dominate your aspect.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) A delay in firming up holiday plans could work
to your advantage. Use this time to scout out possibilities that might be more in line with what
those close to you would prefer.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Some people might question some of the new
friends you've welcomed into your life. But your ability to see beyond the obvious helps you
recognize how special they are.

PISCES (February 19 toMarch 20) Financial matters can be especially tricky this week. It's best
to follow a conservative investment path for now, and wait for a more fortuitous time to take
a bolder approach.

© 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.

Your warmth, your humor and your genuine
concern for others make you someone people

love to keep close to their lives.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk

DAVIS PLUMBING • 559-977-6289
Lic. #842676

Got a holding tank to fill? What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want to waste your precious well water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!

12
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... Don’t Drink and Drive!
Remember to Call a Cab or Designate a Driver

Remember ... If You’re Going to Do This ...

Wishes You the

Safest and Happiest Holiday Possible

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
PISTORESI

AMBULANCE

12
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PISTORESI
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1. ANATOMY: What are the four
lobes of the cerebral cortex?
2. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Which
month is Black History Month?
3. LITERATURE: Which early
American author wrote the "The Scarlet
Letter"?
4. CHEMISTRY: Which element is
represented by the designation Cl?
5. MEASUREMENTS: How long is a
lunar month?
6. SCIENCE:What is themost abundant
metal in the Earth's crust?
7. MUSIC: Who wrote the 1962 song
"The Loco-Motion"?
8. GEOGRAPHY: Which country is
home of Great Bear Lake?
9. U.S. STATES: Which state claims
to be the "birthplace of aviation"?
10. BUSINESS: What law requires
banks to disclose the interest rates on
loans?

1.Frontallobe,parietallobe,occipitallobe
andtemporallobe

2.February
3.NathanielHawthorne
4.Chlorine
5.29.5days
6.Aluminium
7.GerryGoffinandCaroleKing
8.Canada
9.Ohio
10.TruthinLendingAct

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez
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Click on “Local News” at
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Sign up at Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos
Monday - Wednesday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

For more information contact SEMCU at:
email: info@semcu.org or call: 559-363-9095

Dishwashers & Washing Machines

Dishwashers have been added to the
Reimbursement Grant for qualified residents

of South East Madera County
NOWGET $350 EACH FOR
certified as“Energy Star Rated”

Additional discounts at Ventura TV & Appliance
may bring the cost even lower!

www.VenturaTV.com 12
/1

8


