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The Tragic Qircumétanoé of a Ranchos Family

By Randy Bailey

or the third time in less than a decade, another member of
the Ranchos’ Moncada family has been killed, and this time
it was an 11-year-old child asleep in his bed. With this
tragedy, death has claimed three generations of one family in
eight years.
Luis “Tito” Valdez, 11
On Saturday, Nov. 25 at 9:20 in the
morning, the family living in the modest
house on the corner of Road 37 and
Cloverleaf were abruptly awakened by
a tremendous shudder and noise. A full-
size pickup had left the roadway at ap-
proximately 40 m.p.h. travelling
southbound on Road 37, hitting a
propane tank that launched the truck

into the air like a missile. That missile
came to rest in the north wall of the
family’s garage.
But the building was no longer a
garage.
Where the truck had bored through the ‘
L-;

LA

wall had been converted into a bedroom
where two brothers aged 11 and 9 slept
peacefully in their bunkbeds. The older
brother had just turned 11 the day before.

According to witnesses, Thomas
Canton, 36, was driving the pickup
when he appeared to have a seizure-like “medical emergency,” in-
capacitating him immediately and making him incapable of con-
trolling the truck. As the vehicle struck the garage, on the other
side of the wall lay 11-year-old Luis “Tito” Valdez and his little
brother, 9-year-old Matthew “Bro” Lopez. The driver, Canton,
and the older brother, Tito, both died at the scene from their in-
juries. The younger brother was taken to Valley Children’s Hos-
pital with major injuries.

As horrific as the scenario is and brings dread to parents
everywhere when examining the chain of events that not only led
to the death of a child but are so random that there is nothing a
parent could have done to stop a fate-filled morning, is the uneasy
realization that with the death of Tito this is the third member of
the Moncada family to have died, all horribly, within an eight-

Sot. Raul Moncada
Memorial Segment

Road 37 between Avenues 12 and 13 commemo-
rates the first of three Moncadas to perish.

year period. Each one a different generation of the family.
Sgt. Raul Moncada, 29

On April 13, 2009, Tito’s uncle, Sgt. Raul Moncada, 29, was
killed near Baghdad in Iraq when a roadside bomb, or improvised
explosive device, exploded near his vehicle. Originally a Marine,
he took a year off from the military and then re-entered for a sec-
ond tour in Iraq as part of an Army military police program where
he was training Iragi policemen. Near-
ing his tenth year in the military, he was
preparing to call it quits and return to
the Ranchos in July of that year to his
waiting girlfriend who was expecting
their first child. There were plans of
buying a house and settling down in the
community where he was raised.

When Raul didn’t make it home,
the Ranchos looked for some way to
honor one of its own. In November of
2011, the Madera County Board of Su-
pervisors selected the section of Road
37 from Avenue 12 to Avenue 13. It
was dedicated to his memory as the Sgt.
Raul Moncada Memorial Segment, the
first time that Madera County had des-
ignated a roadway that was not a state
or federal highway. Road 37 was se-
lected because it was the street Mon-
cada grew up on and his family still
lives there.

Raul Ruben Perez Moncada, 66

Yet a mere three years later, tragedy struck the Moncadas
again. On the first of June in 2014, Sgt. Moncada’s father, Raul
Ruben Perez Moncada, or Raul Sr., 66, was going to church on
this warm Sunday morning. He was heading westbound on Av-
enue 12 in the family SUV at 9:30 in the morning to get to church
in Madera. At the same time, an Amtrak passenger train was
heading northbound on the Burlington Northern Santa Fe tracks
from Bakersfield to Sacramento with 73 passengers on board.
There is still controversy as to whether the crossing arms were
operating properly that day, but there is no controversy about
what ultimately happened. Travelling at approximately 80 miles
per hour, the train had just crossed over Avenue 12 and the first

Please see TRAGIC on P. 15
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Moncada Family Death
1 /December e This was a story

of unbelievable sadness. For the
third time in a decade, another member of
the Ranchos” Moncada family was killed,
and this time it was an 11-year-old child
asleep in his bed. With this tragedy, death
has claimed three generations of one family.

Tesoro Viejo/October « Just

2 nine months after The McCaffrey

Group cut the ribbon on the River-

stone development at Avenue 12 and

Highway 41, they had a grand opening for

their next project, Tesoro Viejo. THIS proj-

ect northeast of the Ranchos is on 1,600
acres and is planning for 5,190 homes.

Groundwater  Recharge/
May, June, July « In a three-part
series, Karen Petryna looked into the
need for groundwater recharge if the Ran-
chos’ aquifer is ever going to recover. She
also looked at the sad absence of recharge

awareness and lack of aggressive recharge
basin construction by Madera County.

Measure L/February « A

4 special election was held to create

a one cent tax to pay for emer-

gency fire and police personnel ... and was

soundly defeated. The Monday morning

quarterbacks were convinced that the pro-

moters of the tax presented it incorrectly
and the results spoke for themselves.

Madera County Offers Solutions
For Not Paying Child Support

Tips for Having a

Safe New Year’s

Riverstone Opens/Janu-

ary e After decades of delays and

several changes in ownership, the
property on the corner of Avenue 12 and
Highway 41 was finally being developed
and was open for business. Reaction from
the Ranchos was mixed, leaning more to-
ward fear about water usage and traffic.

Do you have a bench warrant for not
paying your child support?

Come to Court on Jan. 4, 2018 to
take care of it and you will not be ar-
rested.

The Madera County Department of
Child Support Service is hosting this
event at the Madera Superior Court, 200
S G St., Madera, starting at 9 a.m. to 3
p.m.

A child support representative will
be available to discuss your current sit-

uation and evaluate if the bench warrant
can be dismissed. We want to work with
you and help you get back on track with
payments, a driver’s license, and possi-
bly a job. The Madera County Work-
force Assistance Center will be onsite
to assist with job placement and train-
ing.

If you have any questions, do not
hesitate to contact your local child sup-
port agency at 866-901-3212 for more in-
formation.

On New Year’s Eve, have a good
time BUT be safe. There’s probably a
million tips out there but these are the ba-
sics that should get you through it safely.

1. Don’t drink and drive.

2. Don’t leave your drink

unattended.

3. Be aware of your surroundings

and how others are acting.

4. Celebrate with friends, stay

together and look out for one
another.

Drought Over/January e

For more than five years a drought

gripped California with the Ran-
chos right in the middle of it. Then the
heavens opened and biblical amounts of
rain fell all over California, by some meas-
ures nearly double what an “average” year
would produce. For now, it was over.

Flag Barn Sold/February -

The Flag Bam, located at Avenue 12

and Highway 41, was sold by the Mc-
Caffrey group to Community Medical Center
for a future hospital. What will become of it?

Click on ““Local News’ at
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COMPLETE CAR CARE

Our 93636 family has suffered a great loss. While driving his vehicle, a young man suffered a major medical emergency causing him to lose control of his vehi-
cle, strike a propane tank and propel himself and the vehicle into the bedroom of an 11-year-old child who was asleep in his bed. Both perished.

The driver attended Madera High School with my oldest daughter Renée. On several occasions we took this young man to church youth group with our family.
| also have an 11-year-old grandson. This loss hurts me to my soul.

In order to support these families in their time of need, for the next 30 days Complete Car Care will donate 10% of the gross revenue received from our 93636

customers. | am grieved by this loss. Warren Parr
“The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed spirit.” Psalm 34:18 « “Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.” Galations 6:2

5787 W. BARSTOW, FRESNO - 275-0157

L(X:ATEDACR(EBFRWISLANDWATERPARKWTI-E SIIG-'HWYQQ

www.The Ranchos.com
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Letters

Dear Editor:

During many years of people watch-
ing, | have discovered at least two types
of public servants. One type serves for
selfish reasons and strives to serve only
in a capacity that comes with power and
authority which can be used to aggran-
dize the selfish public servant. Everyone
under this person’s authority has to con-
stantly prove to the authority figure that
he/she is the boss by submitting to vari-
ous abuse, such as vulgarity, intimida-
tion, racial slurs, threats, etc.

The second type seeks to become a
public servant as a way to express gen-
erosity; like a tree which bears fruit.
This person discovers within him/herself
intelligence, bravery, ability to work and
a strong appetite for problem solving
and getting good things done.

I have known Brett Frazier since his
age was a single digit. It gives me hope
that he is a public servant because | be-
lieve he serves from a good and coura-
geous heart.

| applaud the Board of Supervisors
for having the courage to do what they
can to make the workplace climate better
for employees of Madera County. It is
their duty.

Sincerely,

Marcella Andrews
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:

This letter is a response to a letter to
the editor in the November 2017 issue
by “Disrespected and violated” (Dianne
Reimer of Madera Ranchos).

| fully respect your complaint about
“Our developer/rancher neighbor adja-
cent to Ave. 12, having the audacity to
ignite a huge bonfire in the middle of the
night ...”. However, although | surmise
you meant me, Igal Treibatch, | would
like to pose to you the following: I/we
did not have that fire at our ranch, nor
did we initiate any such fire.

In the course of our farming, we do
prune throughout the year. We collect all
our pruning wood during the year in one
area and, at a great expense, we contract
with a company that has a grinding ma-
chine and chip all our pruning (you can
see the mountains of chips at our ranch).
I’m aware of the pruning fire you refer
to since it was next door to our ranch.

I also would like to invite you to
visit with me at our ranch, so you may
see for yourself the conscientious way
we farm and operate our orchards. | un-
derstand your frustrations and | would

like to set your mind at ease with respect
to “your neighbor” (myself that is).

Please contact Randy Bailey at the
Ranchos Independent so he may arrange
for us to meet and tour our ranch. | truly
am a good neighbor who cares about this
community, its people and its future.

I hope that you will take me up on
my offer and build a worthy relation-
ship.

Your respectful neighbor,

Igal Treibatch
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:

Congressman Doug Lamborn (R-
Colo.) recently introduced a bill that
would break our promise to veterans. H.R.
4457, the Veterans Empowerment Act,
would dismantle the VA health care sys-
tem, charge veterans for service-con-
nected health care and reduce VA to an
insurance program for veterans. Con-
gressman Lamborn and bill cosponsors,
Congressmen Mark Meadows (R-N.C.)
and Trent Franks (R-Ariz.) must not be al-
lowed to advance this dangerous proposal.

Take action. Urge your member of
Congress to oppose H.R. 4457 and let
Congress know if they cannot take care
of America’s veterans then Congress
should quit creating them. After taking
action, please consider posting about this
on social media. For example, on Face-
book please paste: “lI stand with
@VFWHQ and oppose H.R. 4457, the
Veterans Empowerment Act. If Congress
cannot afford to take care of America’s
veterans, then we should stop creating
them. #VFWActionAlert.”

Ray Krause
O’Neals

The Ranchos Independent welcomes
your letters. Whether you’re a fan or
someone looking for something
to line the birdcage, we want
to hear from you. The only rules?
Sign it, be civil or forget about it.
Send your letters to:
email:
ranchosnews@yahoo.com
mail:

The Ranchos Independent
37167 Ave. 12 #5C
Madera, CA 93636
fax:
559-645-4002

Howidojyoulgetifreeftankirent;

fordthelfirstiyearsprompt
friendlyfsenvicefreelleakitests

competitivelprices?2

thelONLY/locally,

propane .company;inithe

WIN 125 GALLONS OF PROPANE
NAVE

ADDRESS
Ciry

be a VaIIey Propane customer.

'I\XPropane 37221 Ave. 12 #1D
dera, CA 93636

Hadera Rﬁnclibs o Maywood Center

Click on ““Local News™ at
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Editorial
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By Randy Bailey

Empire? Yeah, right.

If being around for a while makes
you an empire then I’ve got that going for
me.

This paper you hold in your hands
marks the beginning of the fourteenth
year that | have owned the Ranchos Inde-
pendent. It was on Dec. 1, 2004 that my
former business partner Kim Allison and
I bought the Ranchos Independent from
previous owner Bill Bell. He had owned
the paper since 1996 after acquiring it
from original owner Len Wilcox who
started the “Madera County Independent”
sometime in the late 1980s-early 1990s.
By my calculation, | have owned our lit-
tle community newspaper longer than any
of its previous owners. | guess that’s
something.

Probably not a week goes by that |
don’t engage in conversation with some-
body and eventually the talk turns to, “So,
what do you do?” After proudly confess-
ing that | publish a community newspa-
per, that admission is almost ALWAYS
followed by, “I heard newspapers are all
going out of business. Nobody reads pa-
pers anymore.”

Well, no, that’s not exactly true.

The major newspapers are hurting.
There are days that my paper seems like
it’s larger than the Fresno Bee. The rea-
son, in my opinion, that they’re hurting is
that they’re trying to compete in an area

TheRanchos
Independent

The Ranchos Independent is published by Five and Two Publishing.

Al contents of this publication are copyright 2017, all rights reserved. Reprinting without the permission of the
copyright holder is forbidden by law.

Al articles are submitted as the opinion of the author, who remains solely responsible for the content. The in-
formation gathered for this publication is from sources that are considered to be reliable, but are not guaranteed.
Opinions expressed in advertisements or articles remain the opinion of the writer.

Randy Bailey............ Publisher/Editor

Karen Petryna -- Reporter
Jean Briner -- Columnist, Advertising Sales

5 59_6 45_06 3 37167 Ave. 12, Suite 5C » Madera, CA 93636

ranchosnews@yahoo.com
www.The Ranchos.com
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RAY GUN

SHOOTING STRAIGHT
TO THE HEART

“WE MUST GO
FORTH FROM
HERE UNITED,
DETERMINED
AND WHAT A
GREAT
GENERAL
SAID A FEW
YEARS AGO

IS TRUE:
“THERE IS NO
SUBSTITUTE
FOR VICTORY.”

RONALD REAGAN

SAYING MORE IN ONE QUOTE
THAN OTHERS SAY IN A LIFETIME

The Ranchos Independent Empire

they can’t win; Up-to-the-minute, right
now, absolutely latest news. A newspaper
simply can’t compete with the internet for
news as it’s happening.

Twenty years ago you would get
your morning paper and read about every-
thing that happened yesterday, then you
would watch the local evening news to
find out what happened today. You’d
wrap up your news thirst with the national
news where you’d get the major national
and international stories of the day, all de-
livered in small, edible 1-3 minute bites.
Of course, if you do the math you quickly
realize that 3-minute stories supplied in a
30-minute format works out to about 10
stories. For the whole day. For the whole
world. And what you were getting was se-
lected and chopped and clipped and
shaped and formed until often there was
little resemblance to the original story.

No more.

Thanks to the internet, the 24-hour
news cycle has become the 24-second (or
less) news cycle. Now you can get one
side, the other side, and sometimes, the
truth. Of course, this puts an awesome re-
sponsibility on you, the news consumer.
Now you have to read opposing views
and wade through the “he said, she said”
that makes up a lot of the news. Someone
used to do that for you but now you’re the
master of your domain.

Heady stuff.

So why is this little paper in the Ran-
chos still here under my watch 14 years
later? Because we do things a little bit dif-
ferently.

We try to have current news but the
reality is by the time the paper comes out
it can be more like a history lesson. So, we
try to get a little more detail on our stories.
Who, what, where when, how, but mostly,
why? | have always focused on the Ran-
chos. I look at the stories and try to find a
Ranchos connection or | don’t use it. Ran-
chos people. Ranchos businesses. Ranchos
events. Legislative decisions that impact
the Ranchos. We also don’t have big-
name, high-priced writers writing for us.
I’m sure they would probably get bored.

Most importantly, the Ranchos Inde-
pendent goes to every home in the Ran-
chos. No other area newspaper can make
that claim. One hundred percent distribu-
tion means ALL of the people of the Ran-
chos get to keep up with what’s going on
in their hometown.

My hometown.

Thanks for 14 years. Let’s see how
many more we can do together.
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Christmas, Mom and Me

Christmas has always been
my favorite time of year,
largely because of my Mom who
always went way overboard dur-
ing this season. And it’s clearly
in my blood because I’'m one of
those people who starts the
countdown to Christmas on De-
cember 26th. | would probably
leave my Christmas tree up all
year long if | didn’t mind the
snotty looks from my neighbors
and those judgey Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses. But my feelings have
become bittersweet since Mom
passed away last year. It’s in-
teresting how different it all
looks through eyes filled with
loss. | still love this time of

them down with the persistence
of a tenacious badger. She told
me that not only did they relent
but she managed to get them to
knock off a big chunk since it
was missing a couple of pieces.
I had resigned myself to picking
another piece that year but here

year, but it

comes my

will forever be

missing some- I
thing. | was
watching one
of our favorite
Christmas
movies as |
was setting up
my Christmas
village and |
was overcome
with a compli-
cated mixture
of extreme
sadness over
her absence
and yet a sense

know |

Christmas to ever
same now that she’s gone but
I will keep that same spirit
alive as best as | can in her
honor. So, remember: cherish
every moment you have with
your family, at Christmas and
always, because you never
know how it might change.

Merry Christmas to all,
and to all a good night!

Mom to save
the day as
usual. To this
day it’s one
my favorite
pieces in my
collection. |
love how the
ice skaters
twirling
around bring
my  beautiful
Christmas vil-
lage to life.

| often
think of the
time when she

can’t expect

be the

of joy as I felt

ignored the ad-

her spirit with me.

But I don’t want this to be a
sad story. | want to focus on all
the wonderful ways my Mom
managed to make Christmas
even more magical for me. Like
the time she surprised me with
an ice skating rink for my
Christmas village. | had been
searching all over town for this
ice skating rink. | knew it would

be the perfect addition and
nothing else would do. Grumpy
and defeated, | had given up

when my mother strutted into
my apartment holding a rather
beat up box with a look of tri-
umph on her face. It was the ice
skating rink that was on display
at Michael’s. At first, they did-
n’t want to sell it to her because
they thought they might get
more in and didn’t want to give
the display up, but she wore

vice of both my dad and me and
decided to make Snow Angels in
the freshly fallen snow. She
could barely walk and was hav-
ing some balance issues, but she
would not be deterred; she was
going to make a snow angel. De-
spite our protests we looked
away for a Moment and looked
back to find Mom, lying on her
back in the snow giggling like a
school girl and having the time
of her life. Of course, by the
time we managed to help her up
the snow angel looked more like
a drunk did a few donuts in our
driveway, but | will always have
that memory. And the video.
One year when | was out for
Christmas there was a very
heavy snow in their area. We
decided to go for a drive to visit

Please see GEN WHY on P. 7

~"BEDROCK

\ ENGINEERING

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying ¢ Civil Engineering ¢ Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!

» Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
« Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
* Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment

 Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
+ Divide your property with a parcel map

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!
36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849
www.bedrockeng.com

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year

Our dedicated Doctor and Staff look forward to many
more years of making smiles beautiful and bright.

559-645-5320

www.ranchosdental.net

fa

= RN P
Matthew Pia, D.D.S.

37144 Ave. 12, Suite 104
Madera Ranchos

“Thank you for an amazing
21 years, Madera Ranchos!”

12/17

Click on ““Local News’ at
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TALIAN BISTRO
20d-649-904

We now deliver to
the Ranchos,
Bonnadelle &

Health Care Services In Your Area

Rolling Hills areas.

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

an old ghost town. There was a
small graveyard with a couple of
famous names from the Old West,
so we decided to meander through
to see if we could find them. The
thing about snow is that you
don’t always know where the
ground ends and the snow begins.
About halfway into the cemetery
| took a step and suddenly the
floor seemed to just disappear
and | was up to my chest in a
snow bank. My Mom thought it
was so funny she laughed until
she nearly fell over. Then she
took out her phone and started
videoing. | can’t really blame her
because | would have done the
same thing. Of course, | would
have at least asked if she was al-
right first, but that’s me. Okay,
so | was cracking up laughing so
I’m sure she knew | was fine, but
still Mom. Still.

Her very presence always
made Christmas more special no
matter what we were doing.
Whether it was sitting in front of
the Christmas tree drinking
homemade hot chocolate or rock-
ing on the back porch in the

Page 7

freezing cold in front of the fire
pit drinking homemade hot
chocolate, or wrapping presents
and watching White Christmas
while drinking homemade hot
chocolate. | have the recipe for
the homemade hot chocolate, but
it’s just not the same without her.

You know what else | miss? |
miss baking with her. Despite the
fact that she sniped at me for
making a mess and she would
never let me help her with the
fudge for fear it wouldn’t be per-
fect, just being in the Kkitchen
with her while she made all of her
delicious Christmas creations
while we (you guessed it) drank
homemade hot chocolate was
wonderful. I wish | had paid more
attention to her fudge recipe. My
Mom made the best fudge.

I know | can’t expect Christ-
mas to ever be the same now that
she’s gone but | will keep that
same spirit alive as best as | can
in her honor. So, remember: cher-
ish every moment you have with
your family, at Christmas and al-
ways, because you never know
how it might change.

Merry Christmas to all, and to
all a good night!

A\ dventist
Health

Call for an appointment today!

COMMUNITY CARE - MADERA RANCHOS
11976 Road 37 e 559-645-4191

Family Practice; Behavioral Health

Services:
e Child immunizations
e | aboratory

Now Open on Saturdays!

Monday - Friday: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Medi-Cal and Medicare welcome Saturday: 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Same-day appointments available

Discount program for the uninsured

www.MaderaRanchosCare.com

www. The Ranchos.com
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Time for
Christmas Treats

Here we are just a week away
from Christmas. Are your cards
addressed and ready to be
mailed, gifts bought and wrapped
and you’ve started baking?

Do you have people around
you that you would like to give
a little “thank you” gift, but
don’t know what to do for that
person? The boy down the
street that comes and helps you
with your lawn, the shut-in
from your church, the senior
couple that live next door and
look after your home when you

Ayt Jean’s
Remches
N RECIpes

@;ﬁ bg Jean Briner

until smooth. Divide batter
evenly among the muffin cups.

-

Bake 18-20 minutes or until
golden brown.
Makes 12 muffins.
Chocolate Chip Zucchini
Cake

1 % C sugar

1/3 C butter or margarine —
softened

1/3 C vegetable oil

are away, or even the paper 1 tsp. vanilla

boy (or girl in my case)? How 2 eggs

about giving 2 Y% C flour
them a tray of Y4 unsweet-
home-baked Here we are at the end of an- ened  baking
goodies: a few gther year. Even though it seems ©€0c02

;?:tkt'yes :?mg time goes faster as we get older, | iogsap' bak-
Christmas gift | @m looking forward to 2018. v C butter-
bag, a loaf of January | will start my ninth year milk

date, zucchini, writing this article. Yes, January 2 C shred-
or pumpkin 2009 was my first article. Sure ded zucchini
bread, or even 1/3 to %2 C

a half dozen
muffins. Hav-
ing come from
you and know-
ing they are
homemade
might mean more

doesn’t seem that long ago. I’'ve
met a lot of nice people coming
into the office, calling, or even

semisweet
chocolate chips

Y% C chop-
writing. | want to thank each of ped nuts (op-
ou for your loyalty in reading tional)
’ ) oy d Heat oven

my column each month.

to 350. Grease

than anything

13 x 9 pan with

you could buy.

Banana Raisin Muffins

2 C Cheerios cereal

1 Y% C all-purpose flour

1/3 C packed brown sugar

2 % tsp. baking powder

1 C mashed ripe bananas (2

or 3 medium)

1 C raisins

2/3 C milk

3 T vegetable oil

1 egg- beaten

Heat oven to 400. Grease just
the bottom of 12 regular size muf-
fin cups with shortening, or spray
with cooking spray.

Place cereal in resealable
storage plastic bag. Seal bag and
coarsely crush with rolling pin.
In large bowl, mix cereal, flour,
brown sugar and baking powder.
Stir in remaining ingredients just
until moistened - do not beat

shortening or
cooking spray, lightly flour.

In large bowl, beat sugar,
butter, oil, vanilla and eggs
with spoon until well blended.
Stir in flour, cocoa, baking
soda and buttermilk until well
combined. Fold in zucchini,
chocolate chips and the nuts.
Spread batter evenly in pan.

Bake 35 to 45 minutes or
until toothpick inserted in
center comes out clean. Cool
completely, about 1 hour. Cut
into 20 pieces. If you don’t
have any buttermilk for this
recipe, use 1 % tsp., vinegar or
lemon juice to milk to make %
cup.

Chewy Peanut Bars
4 C Wheaties cereal

Please see RECIPE on P. 9

Pet Grooming and
<% Pet Care Semceg

V) Call for Appointment
559-580-1710 2%

Ve

12/17

Aluminum Cans
20¢/1b. MORE®

(25 Ibs. or more)

*SPECIAL RATES WITH THIS COUPON ONLY!
COUPON GOOD THROUGH 1/25/18

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY
10AM.-5PM.

You can do it yourself or have the  Got broken screens? Madera Glass Glass for picture frames is a spe-
pros at Madera Glass & Mirror & Mirror has the expertise to make cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix

take care of your window repairs. quick work of any screen repair. a broken one or complete a project.

Nedera Ebss & Mirrer, theids wiel

Madera Glass & Mirror's repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980's. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

Madera Glass & Mirror Co. - 1825 Howard Rd., Madera - 559-673-3583

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-
surance (or eliminate it completely).

You can't afford to wait any longer,

so contact the professionals

today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730 ¢ Fresno 447-5815
Juc irisses ¥} 36691 Avenue 12 « Madera Ranchos

Click on ““Local News™ at

12/17
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~ The Concrete Guy
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concrete for 32 years and
as extensive experience
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RECIPE cont. from P. 8

1/3 C lightly salted dry-
roasted peanuts, coarsely
chopped

% C light corn syrup

1/3 C packed brown sugar

Y C peanut butter

3 T semisweet chocolate
chips

Spray 9 inch square pan with

cooking spray. In large bowl,
mix cereal and peanuts. In a 2
quart saucepan, heat corn syrup,
brown sugar and peanut butter
to boiling over medium heat,
stirring constantly. Boil and stir
1 minute. Pour over cereal mix-
ture, stirring to coat entire mix-
ture. Press in pan, using your
fingers. If mix is too sticky,
dampen your fingers with water.

In a small microwaveable

bowl, microwave chocolate
chips uncovered on high 30 sec-
onds, stir. Continue microwav-
ing 10 seconds at a time,
stirring after each time, until
smooth. Drizzle over bars. Re-
frigerate about 30 minutes or
until chocolate has hardened.
Makes 16 bars.
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Fruit and Nut Snack Bars

Snack Mix

4 C Honey Nut Cheerios

cereal

1 C dried tropical three-fruit

miX * k%

Y% C sunflower nuts***

Y% C dry roasted peanuts

Syrup

% C packed brown sugar

Y% C corn syrup

Y4 C peanut butter

1 tsp. vanilla

Spray 13x9 inch pan with
cooking spray. In large bowl, mix
snack mix ingredients, set aside.

In 2 quart saucepan, mix all
syrup ingredients except vanilla.
Heat to boiling over medium-high
heat, stirring constantly. Boil 1
minute. Remove from heat, stir in
vanilla. Pour syrup over snack
mix, stirring until evenly coated.
Press mixture firmly in pan. Cool
completely at least 30 minutes.
Cut into 9 rows by 4 rows, making
36 bars. Store lightly covered.

*** |f you can’t find the dried
tropical fruit, use whatever dried
fruit you like - apricots, dates,
pineapple, but be sure to chop them
to bite size. Same for the sunflower
nuts — if you don’t like them, use
chopped toasted almonds, pistachios,
or even cashews.

Here we are at the end of another
year. Even though it seems time goes
faster as we get older, | am looking for-
ward to 2018. January | will start my
ninth year writing this article. Yes, Jan-
uary 2009 was my first article. Sure
doesn’t seem that long ago. I’ve met a
lot of nice people coming into the of-
fice, calling, or even writing. | want to
thank each of you for your loyalty in
reading my column each month. |
sometimes don’t even know what I’'m
going to write about until I sit down in
front of my computer. If you have
something you would like me to write
about, please call me. If I’'m not in the
office, we have an answering machine
or you can send me an e-mail, or write
your info on paper and put it in the
mail slot in the door. | would love
to hear from you!

Hope you all have a blessed
Christmas and the happiest, and
best of New Year’s.

Talk to you next year.

The original version of this ar-
ticle appeared in the December
2012 issue of the Ranchos Inde-
pendent.

Editor



’Mgij Brenda McElroy

Past, Present and Future

“A triumph, my dear!” Anyone recognize
that movie line? My hushband quotes it when |
have success with a new recipe. There are few
movies | watch more than once, and even fewer
that | watch every year. A Christmas Carol with
George C. Scott is one of those. In the movie, Bob
Cratchit is lovingly praising his wife’s Christmas
Pudding —arecipe | don’t plan on trying.

Avisittoaschool for London’s most destitute
children inspired Charles Dickens to write A
Christmas Carol which was released on Dec. 19,
1843 and sold out by Christmas Eve. Init, he tells

Family traditions are valuable and can bind
a family together. Celebrating Advent with the
candles, Christmas story and family activities was
one of those for us. Some traditions don’t last as
long as others. Playing the card game “Donkey”
where you grab spoons from the center of the
table lasted only two years. With an engraved tro-
phy at stake, | discovered our family is a little too
competitive for that tradition when Band-Aids
became necessary.

After your personal review, make notes of
what has been special to you and your family in
the past and think about how to incorporate those
activities or ideas in the present.

Christmas Present— Prioritize! None of us
can do it all. Wherever you are in your holiday
plans and preparation, take a moment to record
what’s still waiting to be done — cards, gifts,
baking, decorating, parties, volunteering, watch-
ing your favorite Christmas movies, Christmas
Tree Lane, visiting Santa, etc.

Consider if any of those things could wait
until after the Christmas rush. For instance, | like
the new trend of people sending New Year’s
photo cards. So many arrive in the month of De-
cember that they don’t get the attention the ones
coming later do.

the story of Ebenezer Putahold onany
Scrooge, Bob Cratchit’s that can wait. Then,
boss, aseffish, miserly — The movie closes with Scrooge full of - NUMPer the remaining
manwho hasamiracu- .. . . items in order of im-
lous transformation the spiritof Christmas __ Can_ng for those portance.  Schedule
after the visit from the 1€SS fortunate and showing kindness and  your top five, with ad-
ghosts of Christmas  generosity to all. May we dothe sameand  equate time, on your
Past, ChristmasPresent,  jn the words of Tiny Tim, “God bless us, ~calendar. If there are
and Christmas Future. every one!” still _ days left before

In the end Christmas, add a cou-

Scrooge declares, “I

ple more. If not, be

will honor Christmasin
my heart, and try to keep it all the year. I will live
in the past, the present, and the future. The spirits
of all three shall strive within me. 1 will not shut
out the lessons that they teach.”

Like Scrooge, | believe it does us good to
look intentionally at Christmas past, present and
future. The lessons they teach may not be as life
altering as they were for him, but they might just
make our holidays a little more joyful and a little
less stressful.

Christmas Past— Ask yourself some ques-
tions. What contributed to your favorite holiday
memories as a child? It might have been some-
thing as simple as reading a favorite Christmas
story, driving down Christmas Tree Lane, or dec-
orating Christmas cookies. Maybe it was what
you didn’t do. Having less on the calendar can
build good memories too.

What are some of your best Christmas
memories as an adult? Last year our family did a
trip together instead of buying gifts. That reduced
the shopping frenzy. The year before we had
Christmas dinner at PF Chang’s — no prep or
clean up — just fun. One year we cut back on
gifts for each other and instead bought a goat for
afamily in a developing country.

glad that you’re inten-
tionally doing the things that matter most to you.

Christmas Future — After Christmas, while
the holidays are still fresh in your mind, sit down
and write a review. \What was the best experi-
ence? What’s something that needs to be done
differently next year? We think we’ll remember,
but a year is a long time.

Was there something you really wanted to
do, but missed out on it, or ran out of time? That
happened to me last year, so after Christmas |
made a list of everything | wanted/needed to do
and wrote it into the notes section on this year’s
December calendar. Then, when December rolled
around, I scheduled them onto a specific day/time.

The movie closes with Scrooge full of the
spirit of Christmas — caring for those less fortu-
nate and showing kindness and generaosity to all.
May we do the same and in the words of Tiny
Tim, “God bless us, every one!”

Contact Organized by Choice (because
things don’t always fall into place) at P.O.
Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729, call 559-871-
3314 or email info@organized bychoice.com.
You can also visit www. organizedby-
choice.com.

MERRY CHRISTIAS Tog

From Our Family To Yours!

Thank You >
for making our Q@
3VEARS ‘o

so successfull

645-8918

Golden Valley
Baptist Church

Celebrating the birth of Christ
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
December 24, 2016 at 6:30 p.m.
12414 Road 37 - Madera Ranchos

"For unto you is born this day in the

city of David a Saviour, which is

Christ the Lord.”
Luke 2:11

Merry Christmas to the Ranchos and Beyond

-

Sunday School 9 a.m. ~Sunday orshi'p Service 10:30 am.

www.goldenvalleybaptistchurch.org

12117 12414 Road 37 - Madera Ranchos - 559-645-1700

the Ranchos Independent

Click on ““Local News™ at




Planning a Yard Makeover?
Need inspiration, ideas sub B
.a PLAN? VA w

FREE on site consultation

12/17

480.231.3988 ~ DIY—yards.com ~ Facebook.com/diyyards

www.theranchos.com

Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.
Get fully downloadable back issues of the
Ranchos Independent (beginning with April 2006). Learn
how you can add your Ranchos-area business to this site!
www.theranchos.com
www.theranchos.corm
www.theranchos.com

12/17

No-Obligation Consultation
House Calls - We’ll Come to You!
* Se Habla Espafiol ¢

Open Enrollment Dates:
Medicare: 10/15/17 — 12/07/17
Under 65: 11/01/17 — 01/31/18

Authorized to Offer:
* Medicare Supplements ¢ Part D and Advantage Plans ¢ Individual and Family Health
Plans « Employee/Employer Health Plans « Vision/Dental/Life/Final Expense

Visit Us
Mon-Fri 8-5
or call for an
appointment

IDENTITY THEFT

_ PROTECTION
COVERED Now Available!

CERTIFIED

Walk-ins
Welcome!

INSURANCE
SERVICES

2001 Howard Rd, Suite 311 - Madera CA 93637

(3rd Floor at Citizen’s Bank) 12117

AL 0034 [0 ADVER e

www.The Ranchos.com
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By Jerrica Edmundson

The Ranchos Library is well into the holiday
season and we have been eagerly anticipating the
new year which is quickly approaching. Soon
we’ll be in 2018 and it’s happened so fast. We’ve
got our holiday decorations up and it’s looking
mighty festive among the stacks. The library
would like to thank the Friends of the Ranchos Li-
brary for its help in getting us properly into the
spiritand assisting us in spreading holiday cheer to
all of our wonderful patrons.

This month there will be a new entry into the
Star Wars saga and we have made sure to have a
wide variety of books to reach all ages with its en-
during story. The movie came out on Dec. 15 so
come check out our collection and enjoy it on a
whole new level with your little ones. We’ve got
a section highlighting those books to make them
easy to find for anyone looking.

Another new section we’ll be highlighting in
the library will be dedicated to books that have
been turned into movies, TV shows or mini-se-
ries. The books add a new depth to the story that
the silver screen simply can’t truly capture, and the

books are definitely something you won’twant to
miss, if you love the stories you are watching.

We’ve made a Facebook page for our local li-
brary, and we will be posting new books coming into
the collection as well as events that we are hosting. Be
sure to follow us at www.facebook.com/Ran-
chosLibrary so that you can stay up to date with any
events and the details surrounding them.

As afriendly reminder, we do still have our
weekly preschool story time with Mrs. Maxfield
where she shares wonderful lessons based around
atheme (this month it’s all related to the holidays)
along with a treat and great times are had all
around. The weekly themes will be outlined on
our Facebook page as they approach.

We love our regular patrons and are ex-
panding to hopefully reach even more people
in our community, so even if you don’t usually
come — take a chance. Spencer or I will gladly
help you navigate the stacks and are more than
willing to take on the challenge of finding a
book that just about everyone will enjoy. Put us
to the test. Reading truly can take you anywhere
and we are glad to help you find the direction of
your choice.

SEMGU

By Jeff McGrath

SEMCU (South East Madera County
United) has been actively pursuing grants to
help improve the quality of life in our com-
munity.

SEMCU has two grant writers currently
working with us. When we identify a project
that would be beneficial to the community,
we search for a grant that may help in fund-
ing the project. We then apply for the grant
and, working with the granting agency, fine
tune it to meet the requirements.

| know that individuals have been ask-
ing Virginia Vick at the Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce and Verlaine Elin-
berg from SEMCU, “When can | expect to
get my money?” It’s not all that simple.
Grants work on the “Pay up front plan,” that
is you must spend the money first and then
get reimbursed by the state. We submit our
invoices to the state once a quarter.
SEMCU’s first grant was for low-flow
devices to restrict the use of water in our
homes and therefore saving a valuable re-
source. This was a straight forward grant in
that SEMCU purchased the low-flow devices
and then distributed them to the community.
There was no out of pocket money for you,
the consumer. SEMCU started with some

seed money and then requested reimburse-
ment from the state as we progressed and as
more devices were needed. We are in the
process of trying to rewrite this grant to allow
us to reimburse qualified individuals that have
had water meters installed as required by the
county; this changes the existing grant and
must be approved by the state before we can
proceed. | know some of our residents have
applied for this reimbursement and we will
keep you informed as it is a slow process, but
hopefully we will be successful.

The next grant SEMCU was able to ob-
tain was to reimburse those in the modified
93636 zone $350 for the purchase of new en-
ergy efficient washing machines. This is
where it gets confusing. Again, SEMCU
loaned the grant “starting money” as money
cannot be moved between accounts. With
that money, we were able to pay bills for con-
sulting and grant writing and also reimburse
the first nine applicants. We submit bills to
the state quarterly for reimbursement and are
waiting for those funds to arrive. We cur-
rently have 14 households waiting for their
money. Again, as soon as those monies ap-
pear those households will be reimbursed on
a first come, first paid basis until funds run
out and then we will apply for additional
money.

| hope this helps explain how the fund-
ing is obtained and how it is dispersed. We
appreciate your understanding.

Please join us the third Monday of every
month at 6 p.m. at the Pizza Factory and help
shape our community.




The 3-year wait is almost
over. The Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce’s
NEW Community Guide-
book Is on its way and the
best part iIs you don’t
have to go searching for &5 Gaass
it. Look in an upcoming
Issue of the Ranchos In-
dependent.

For more informa-
tion, call the Chamber
at 645-4001.

The Golden Valley Chamber of Com-
merce would love to see you at our next meet-
ing, always the second Wednesday of the
month at 6:30 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C
in the Maywood Center. Come join us on

I January 10, 2018 and see what’s going on in
co @IC@ your community. Call us at 645-4001.

Only the Golden Valley Chamber

has Flag Barn T-Shirts!

Only $15 for Large and Extra Large.
$2 more for 2XLarge.
Call the Chamber today to reserve yours! 645-4001

Click on ““Local News™




Liberty High School

Liberty High School honored six in-
dividuals during its Community Service
Awards Assembly on Dec. 14. Liberty
Hawks football player Kaleb Roth pre-
sented Valley Children’s Hospital repre-
sentative Jessica Duarte and mascot
George with a check for $6,100 as a re-
sult of Roth’s Beyond the Game initia-
tive. Roth has raised more than $10,000
in the two years of Beyond the Game.

Kaleigh Hunt, along with the Liberty
High School Link Crew sent two vans
full of school supplies to fire victims in
Sonoma County. In addition, FFA mem-
bers Dani Hutchinson and Brittany An-
derson helped gather pet food and pet
supplies to also help the fire victims in
Sonoma County. Additionally, Liberty
High School Community Service Com-
missioner Dustin  Thompson was
awarded for the school’s canned food
drive. The winner of the school’s food
drive was the library.

Finally, Key Club member and ASB
President Sarah Folsom was given a cer-
tificate for her contributions for organiz-
ing a sock drive, called Socktober.

Sierra View

Madera County Probation is working
with Cristi Lee’s fifth grade class over the
next eight weeks educating students through
the RadKids program, a child safety pro-
gram that address multiple issues that might
be faced by students, including bullying pre-
vention and child predator prevention. Stu-
dents receive training by Madera County
Probation officers in physical resistance
strategies against abduction, internet safety,
personal space safety, home and school
safety, and safety in public places like
parks, fairs, playgrounds, beaches, stores
and malls, all through the eyes of the child.
Erin Dahlem’s fifth grade class will have
the opportunity to go through this training
in January. Parents will receive additional
information, including a wavier before
their child participates in the program. You

can visit www.radkids.org for additional
information.
Flag Ceremony

Sierra View hosted its monthly flag
ceremony and saluted the Madera
County Sheriff’s Department by recog-
nizing their service to the community
and commitment to keeping it safe. Sher-
iff Jay Varney was present along with
detectives, and deputies. The students
then presented Sheriff Varney with a
banner to hang in the Madera County
Sheriff Department's office.

Honor Wall

Sierra View will be dedicating new
names to the U.S. Armed Forces Honor
Wall on Feb. 21 as part of the school’s
first grade Patriotic Day. The honor
wall has the names of former Sierra
View students and staff who have
served in the U.S. military. The school
is soliciting new names for the wall.
If anyone needs to be added to the
wall, please contact Crissy Winslow

at cwinslow@agvusd.org.
Parent club

“I would like to give a big thank you
to the Sierra View Parent Club (SVPC)
for hosting our annual Santa’s Work-
shop,” principal Chris Imperatrice said.
Students were able to buy gifts for their
family and friends at discounted prices.
The SVPC does not make money on the
event and actually loses a few dollars
each year, but the meaningful experience
of giving is worth every penny.

“We would like to give a special
thanks to all the parents who came out
and devoted countless hours,” Impera-
trice said. Those parents are: Kristen
Laurenti, Patty Groh, Michelle Zapata,
Megan Barklow, Jessica Shepard, Emily
Cree, Tiffany Tharp, Cara Christopher-
son, Melissa Horner, Aimee Hall,
Melinda Tickel, Carrie Gill, Kelly Peir-
sol, Karri Hight, and Larissa Sobieralski.

“It was a huge success,” Imperatrice
said.

INZ
GOOD
HANDS;
vikh Varven

Piezo Cake

Hello 93636,

2017 has been a very busy and ex-
citing year for the Parr family. All 13
children and grandchildren are doing
well. Max started school, Kevin joined
the Marines, Lori and | celebrated our
40th wedding anniversary and for the
first time in two years our family mem-
bers stationed in Okinawa, Japan came
home for a visit. We are truly blessed.

The Parrs would like to express our
heartfelt appreciation to our 93636 family
for your generous support in 2017. We
wish you all a very Merry Christmas and
a healthy and prosperous 2018.

| do understand that most readers of
this article will not immediately rush into
the garage to implement the principles
and techniques discussed. My intention
is to create awareness and deliver useful
information in the event you may need
automotive services. My hope is that you

will be a discriminating buyer asking in-
formed and probing questions. Your an-
swers should not be ambiguous and should
include test results and the specifications
for the failed component. If not, don't hes-
itate to get a second and third opinion if
necessary. Remember, the trial and error
method of diagnostic is the least efficient
and most expensive method.

During last night’s DuraMax diesel
class, | noticed one of the pickup trucks
had bright ORANGE COVERS over some
of the electrical harnesses in the engine
compartment. For the past six weeks |
have been so occupied with hybrid vehi-
cles and high voltages, the first thought
that flashed into my mind was this is a
diesel hybrid vehicle. Hey, the first diesel
hybrids are not due until next year. After a
little investigation | discovered these or-
ange covers indicate high voltage circuits
for the fuel injectors. Just to review, in the
automotive world black and red cables
identify 12-volt direct current (DC) cir-
cuits. Blue cables, like the ones connected
to your electric steering box or the fuel in-
jectors in your Direct Injection gasoline
engine, identify 36 - 60-volt AC (alternat-
ing current) and DC circuits. Better be
careful with the blue cables. If you see
bright ORANGE cables or covers, they in-

dicate high voltage circuits, AC or DC.
High voltage circuits require testing equip-
ment that meets a Category 111/1,000-volt
rating and rubber gloves that meet Cate-
gory 0 with a 1,000-volt rating. WARN-
ING: don't mess with the bright orange
cables or components. If you get shocked,
you’re going to be hurt or worse for a very
long time. In the case of the DuraMax en-
gine, the orange cables carry up to 240
volts DC to the fuel injectors. After more
than 100 years of mechanical and low-
voltage diesel fuel injection, why do we
now find it necessary to use lethal voltages
to operate the system?

Well, I'm glad you asked. As we all
know, old school diesel engines were loud,
knocked a lot and their exhaust smell was
objectionable. Those engines also created
higher levels of NOx emissions and par-
ticulate matter. To the average U.S. buyer
those vehicles were much less desirable.
In addition, U.S. Corporate Average Fuel
Economy (CAFE) standards are increas-
ing and emissions level standards decreas-
ing so light duty diesel engines
manufacturers needed a solution. That so-
lution is the piezoelectric fuel injector.
They reduce engine vibration and knock,
increase fuel efficiency and performance
while reducing tailpipe emissions. The

word “piezo” is the Greek word for pres-
sure. The piezoelectric effect was discov-
ered by Jacques and Pierre Curie in 1880.
When quartz crystals are compressed, a
voltage is produced. When voltage is ap-
plied, they extend or flex. Piezoelectric
fuel injectors have approximately 500
thinly sliced crystal wafers internally
stacked one on top of another. When high
voltage is applied, the wafers flex essen-
tially pushing open the injector. When the
high voltage is suspended, the wafers con-
tract and create a voltage that is captured
and used to assist with the next injector
opening event in the sequence. Nothing
wasted here unlike an old school solenoid
fuel injector. Although each individual
wafer flexes very, very little, the accumu-
lative amount opens the injector. A fuel in-
jector is essentially a gate. When the
injector is open, fuel may pass. When it's
closed, fuel may not pass.

The Robert Bosch Company pio-
neered piezo fuel injector technology for
use in the automotive industry. According
to Bosch, piezo injectors react up to five
times quicker than standard solenoid in-
jectors. This translates into more precise
fuel injection events and facilitates multi-

Please see HANDS on P. 15

www.The Ranchos.com
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Senior Report

Holiday Events Complete Seniors’ Year

By Margaret Tynan

When | joined the Ranchos/Hills Seniors
this past June, | had no idea that 1’d be writing
the Senior Report for the
monthly Ranchos Inde-
pendent, but here I am. |
look forward to the op-
portunity to share all the
exciting, interesting and
enjoyable activities tak-
ing place at the Center in
the coming year.

It’s hard to believe
that another year has
flown by. In just a few
days Old Father Time
will usher out 2017 and
Baby New Year will ar-
rive on Jan. 1, 2018. As
we move into the new
year, it is well to reflect
on a little history of the
Ranchos/Hills Seniors,
highlights of this past
year and some of the
Center’s future plans.

In 1973, when | moved to the Madera
Ranchos area with my family, the Rancho/Hills
Seniors didn’t exist. But beginning in January
1989, through the
cooperative efforts
and creative skills
of a small group of
community mem- |
bers, the Ran-
chos/Hills Seniors
idea began to be-
come a reality. On
January 9, 1990 the
non-profit organi-
zation was incorpo-
rae as  the
Ranchos/Hills Sen-
iors, Inc. In 1997
the current location
of the Center was purchased and in just six
years, through the consistent hard work of fund
raising and community support, the Center was
paid in full. What a feat. The mortgage burning
party was held in November 2004.

2017 saw many engaging and exciting
events at the Center. The annual April Ran-
chos/Hills Seniors Home and Garden Festival
was a real success made possible through the
efforts of members with the help of Boy Scout
Troop 118. This year seniors had fun learning
different crafts. Eva McAtee led several paper
crafting sessions. Participants came away with
lovely unique greeting cards and gift boxes.
Marta Morgan led a class on making 4th of July

Winner of the quilt drawing is
Richard Trimble, right, along with his
granddaughter Emily Trimble and the
quilt’s creator, Dorthea Husted.

One of the holiday themed dinners took place
Dec. 12 where over 40 members and their guests en-
joyed a ham dinner with all the trimmings.

stylized flag decorations. The improvisation
acting classes and the painting class were in-
spiring and very well attended. There is a lot of
interest in offering these again this coming year
(@ sokeepaneye out for fu-
__ N ture dates.

i Most recently a
drawing for the lovely
handmade quilt, gener-
ously donated by Ran-
chos/Hills Seniors
member Dorthea Husted,
was held on Dec. 9 dur-
ing the Holiday Boutique
sale. Congratulations to
winner Richard Trimble,
a Ranchos resident and
Ranchos/Hills ~ Seniors
member. Thanks to him,
Dorthea and to all who
supported the raffle cam-
paign.

Members enjoyed
several holiday themed
dinners, one of which
just took place Dec. 12.
Over 40 members and their guests enjoyed a
delicious holiday ham dinner with all the trim-
mings. All joined in singing Christmas carols
and sharing the mirth of the season. Seniors will
ring in the New
Year with a potluck
and card games on
Sunday, Dec. 31 at
6 pm.

The Ran-
chos/Hills Seniors
offers many activi-
ties on a regular
basis. A few exam-
ples are the nutrition
program meals
served  Monday
through Friday at
11:30 a.m. (prereg-
istration required);
exercise class held MWF from 10 to 11 am;
the Thursday evening social potluck and card
games held weekly; the Bake and Boutique
Sale and the Treasure House and Garden Sale
held the first Saturday of each month from 8 am
to noon. Other events for 2018 are in the plan-
ning phase. Some suggested possibilities are a
peer writing group, various outings, guest
speakers, discussion groups, knitting/crochet
group, etc. We want your input, ideas and par-
ticipation. Join the Ranchos/Hills Seniors and
enjoy good friends and fun events. Stay en-
gaged! For more information contact the Cen-
ter at 645-4852.

Have a grand, healthy and happy 2018!

Merry Christmas
From our family to yours!

Houno

Tues.-Fri. 9am-5pm

Location

12090 Fernwood Dr
Sat. 9am-4pm Madera Ranchos
Sun. 10am-4pm Ph. 645-7677

n Facebook.com/FernwoodGardensMadera 7%%'004{ W

JAMERICA.

DESIGNED, ENGINEERED &
ASSEMBLED N THE4SA

YORK.COM

Locally owned and operated
37082 Avenue 12, Madera, CA 93636

gtuckabee,s
559-662-0336 | www.huckabeeshvac.com

Click on ““Local News™ at



Got Water?

~~Owner/CEO

l I y Madera Ranchos Resident

Room Additions & General Contracting « Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting
Concrete Foundations & Flatwork

TIMDEMERA@AOL.COM (559) 681-8947

WWW.ALLSTAGECONSTRUCTION.COM

What can

doTERRA

Essential Oils

15 i

= ]

dol EE&H/‘-\
dolERRA

Lavender

How’s your health?
Improve it naturally.

(...and make extra money doing it!)

Doterra Certified Pure Therapeutic Grade Essential Oils
can improve your health, increase your energy, fight viruses and so much more.

Contact me today for a FREE sample or if you'd like like to
attend a FREE class on essential oils and products.

Tina Shannon -- Wellness Advocate
wﬂ645-4948 or 430-7131

Visit my online store at
mydoterra.com/tinashannon
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TRAGIC cont. from P. 2

passenger car was squarely in the middle of
the Avenue 12 crossing when Moncada
Sr.’s SUV plowed into the train. The impact
killed Moncada and the impact was enough
to injure a passenger on the train.

The crossing sees an average of ap-
proximately 42 BNSF freight trains and
Amtrak passenger trains daily, according to
the Federal Railroad Administration. Mon-
cada’s collision was the tenth at that cross-
ing and the fifth death.

According to website GriefandSympa-
thy.com, the impact of multiple losses can
take its toll on remaining loved ones. It
stresses, “The one certainty is that when
you have lost your loved ones you have no
choice but to cope as best as you can for the
children or family who are left, and for your

Page 15

own sake too.”

Pointing out the obvious that no one
is expected to simply forget a loved one
who is gone, the site suggests multiple
coping mechanisms which are different for
everyone. While some often start working
long hours at their job to ease the hurt, oth-
ers cope by giving more time to their hob-
bies, such as golfing or fishing. The main
point is that no one can grieve 24 hours a
day.

The site also states that getting sup-
port is key when dealing with multiple
losses. Whether it’s local professional
help, your church or even online support
groups, don’t grieve alone. As the site
stresses, “There is no doubt that life will
never be the same again. But we will learn
to live with the new reality, and gradually
find some small pleasures again.”

HANDS cont. from P. 13

ple events per injection cycle. Now instead
of the one large, violent, noisy fuel injec-
tion event, fuel is delivered in a series of
smaller events with a maximum total of
five main, pre-and post injection events.
Old school solenoid injector-pulsed events
last about 1/1,000 of a second. Piezo injec-
tors react so quickly all five injector events
occur in that same span of time. Can you
imagine that? Five separate and distinct in-
jection events in 1/1,000 of a second. The
main injection event is the longest and the
post injection event the shortest. Gradually
injecting fuel, instead of dumping it all in
at once, results in a less violent, more even
complete burn. The gradual rise in cylinder
pressure reduces noise, vibrations and
emissions.

The fuel pressure inside a DuraMax
fuel injector can be as high as 29,000
pounds per square inch (PSI). WARNING:
this extremely high fuel pressure can be
lethal. In order to overcome the fuel force
acting on the injector, an even stronger
force is needed to flex the wafers and open
the injector. That force is electromotive
force, or voltage. Boost capacitors inside
the Engine Control Module (ECM) are
used to step up low voltage to high voltage.
The higher the voltage the stronger the re-
action of the wafers. At 29,000 psi, it takes
lots of voltage to flex the piezo's wafers
enough to lift open the fuel injector
plunger. Hence the need for high voltage.

Piezo injector nozzles have six open-
ings so small | cannot visually see them. At
high pressure, fuel is forced through the
openings creating a very fine, high velocity
mist that is evenly and uniformly spread
throughout the combustion chamber. The
nozzle openings are arranged so the fuel
mist pattern looks like an upside-down
cone or funnel.

OK, we are close, but there is one
more very important ingredient missing.
Not only do we need the ECM to deliver
high voltage, we also need it delivered at a
very high frequency or hertz (cycles per
second represented as Hz). We need to
cycle the wafers on and off five times in
1/1,000 of a second. | expect to see a fre-
quency in excess of 5,000 Hz. For com-
parison, the light bulb in your house
operates/flashes at 60 Hz. To me the high
frequency is the key to the efficiency of
this system.

To diagnosis this system, | set my Lab
Scope sampling rate to 1 million samples
per division, my time base to micro sec-
onds (1/1,000,000 per/sec.) and connected
a high voltage attenuator. This allows me
to capture every fuel injection event or
1,500 per minute at idle. | can build a math
channel that will isolate the injection
events outside normal operational ranges
to help me quickly and accurately focus my
diagnostic. Lab Scopes may have once
been considered a luxury, now they are es-
sential.

WOW! This stuff is way cool. Auto-
motive engineers and manufacturers are al-
ways looking for new and innovative ways
to apply science. Case in point, piezoelec-
tric science was discovered more than 130
years ago. It's just math and science and
that's how it should be diagnosed and re-
paired.

OK guys, that's about all for now. If
you have any questions concerning the au-
tomotive industry, suggestions for topics
and/or questions concerning a vehicle (gas,
diesel or electric), | can be reached at com-
plete_car_care@hotmail.com, Facebook or
fax 559-907-7661.

God Bless America and God Bless
93636

Warren Parr ASE Mastercertified
since 1988
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Bradiey ™ DRILLING AND
.- g PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Lie. a1a178

674-1663
23338 Ave. 14 74%&/ Owned
Madera Since 1976

12/17

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

Look Good and Feel Great :

4 ‘5’7 *Counseing & WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

R 5 7 menuincuded LOSE WEIGHT :

» 0 /‘-P Y. $20 oFF
esults . Di%tllcn?g(c)tri]gn 1st visit only

Donald R. Dahlstrom = DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

September 10, 1932 — November 28, 2017 “We Are V OPEN: Monday - Friday

P Af?or(;gblg’fy 224_6744 9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

Dad was born to loving parents, Glen and Hazel Dahlstrom in Kingsburg, Calif., 4844 N. First. #101 ¢ Fresno. CA 93726 ¢ Between Shaw & Santa Ana

but lived the majority of his life in Fresno. He proudly served in the United States
Navy during the Korean Conflict as a first loader on the USS Carmick from 1951 to
1954,

He met and married our mother, Barbara (Fisher) in 1955 and they celebrated 25
years together until her passing in 1981. He retired from Pacific Telephone & Tele- \ s - . HORSE FOOTING « CRUSHED ROCK ¢
graph and Southwestern Bell Corp. after 39 years of service in installation and repair / [ ' LANDSCAPE MATERIAL ¢

ARENA SAND ¢ SAND & GRAVEL »

and made many memorable friends there. After retiring, Dad enjoyed yearly summer /A FILL DIRT »

trips to Trinidad, Calif. which were spent with his parents and time spent fishing " 'R( 1C E\[N ( 3 g, @5, 5 S TOP SOIL »

with his dad, canning tuna and smoking salmon. He continued these trips with his CA#44i782

son. Michael until Michael's passing in 2013. His sister, Lois Satterberg also pre- HUMUS «

ceded him in death. L 2 BARK
Those left to cherish his memories are long-time girlfriend and companion of 25 1 CHIPS «

plus years, Maxine Briner; his sister, Evelyn Taylor of Sacramento; his daughters, i

Laurie Nemanick and husband Martin; Tammy Duque and husband Louie; and Susan U RIVER ROCK +

Dahlstrom; six grandchildren, 10 great-grandchildren, one great-great grandson, -i ! BASE ROCK

nieces, nephews and cousins. =4 | ROCK DUST »
A special thanks to Maxine for "putting up” with Dad all these years and whose LANDSCAPE DIRT COBBLE STONES »

hidden nursing skills emerged with loving care; grandson Joseph "Joe" — without & DRIVEWAY

you Grandpa wouldn't have been able to come home. Your willingness, strength and DRIVEWAY BASE «

gentle care you gave were a godsend and I love you more than words can say. To his 559-645-5363 CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP «

niece, Linn Williams, whose intelligence and expertise guided me through all the
paper work. And a special thank you to Hinds Hospice and VA/Senior Helpers and

the caring employees they have.
"Dad, remembering all the love and support, good times, trips to Trinidad and '
easy conversations, you were the best father anyone could ask for," love, Laurie, °

' “We've got your back”

Sﬁgﬂ Rﬁy D.O.T. Physicals « Drug Testing
3 Sports Physical ly $35!
Palm Plantatignl| |  SpotsPhysicalsonlys
More than 20,000 ~'/
Palms & Sagos in stock. S
We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees. ANEY
call Juan and Maria at HIROPRACF'C
& rehabilitation center

35M1-268-66530| | /[ /36734 AVE. 12 - 6605262

12/17

Click on ““Local News’ at
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Classified

Alteration Services

Madlin's Alterations - 45 years ex-
perience - Tailoring, repairs and
leathers.  Fast service. NEW
HOURS: Monday-Thursday 8-5.
36027 Ruth Ave. Call 559-645-
4583.

Bounce House

Bounce House in Ranchos - 36919
Ave. 12 starting Wednesday, Dec. 27
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Call 559-999-
6832.

Child Care

Child Care - Susan Ryan Day Care.
Newborn to 5 years old. Licensed. Call
661-4725 or 706-0424.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove inserts,
pellet stoves and fireplaces. Also clean
dryer vents. REMEMBER THINK
SAFETY, BURN SAFELY! Call 559-
908-9332.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room addi-
tions, barns and patios. Lic. #719500.
Call 559-970-4476.

Firewood
For Sale - Seasoned Al-
mond firewood. Round or
split. Call 259-7122 or
645-5523.
For Sale

Gardener's trailer 5'x10' tandem
axle w/side and rear doors $750.
Utility trailer 4'x6"' $250. Vintage
1960s Evinrude 35 HP outboard
boat motor $95. Assorted phone
booths (including “Superman”
style) and complete pay phones.
Call Tim at 559-777-0981.

Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor specializing

in both continuous and standard
rain gutters. General Contractor.

Repair Maintenance. 12 years
working in the area. **NEW
PHONE NUMBER: 559-908-

0759**
Princess House

Your healthy cooking = Your
healthy lifestyle. For the best
in your home food preparation,
cooking and serving, it’s
Princess House. NOW IN THE
RANCHOS. Call Blanca at 559-
916-0733 for more info.

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLABLE PICKUP - KIDS 4 RECY-
CLING offers pickup of all
recyclable materials including paper,
plastic, glass, aluminum and card-
board. Call Diana at 999-6832 or
645-1048.

Funds support Ranchos community
organizations and schools.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Rototill-
ing - Mowing - Scraping - Stump Grind-
ing. Call John at 908-1066.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete work
and underground utilities installed.
Lic. #719500. Call 559-970-4476.

Wanted

Cash paid for old advertising
signs and antiques and old police
and firemen's badges. Also buy-
ing vintage watches and jewelry.
Call anytime 916-544-0322.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out -
Screen, track, sills included. Remove
hard water stain on home windows,
shower doors and car windows. Cobweb
removal too. Fully insured. Call Nick
at 285-1723. Free estimates.

Ask about our SENIOR DISCOUNT!

The Ranchos
Independent
classified rates
are crazy cheap

TO ADVERTISE

wh645-0634

by Linda Thistle

1 2 9
6 3 1
3
8|2
5 4|2
2 7
3 8 6 1

©2017 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Toy Brands on

Amazon g

1.LEGO
2. Fisher-Price
3. Melissa & Doug
4. Little Tike
5. Step2
6. Nerf

7. Funk

8. VTech
9. Intex

10. Crayola

Source: One Click Retail

© 2017 by King Features Syndicate, Inc.
World rights reserved.

GO FIGURE! byLindaThistle

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive
at the figures given at the bot-
tom and right-hand columns of
the diagram by following the
arithmetic signs in the order
they are given (that is, from left
to right and top to bottom). Use
only the numbers below the
diagram to complete its blank
squares and use each of the
nine numbers only once.

- X 15
a B B
X + 20

+ + 20
d B B

2345677829

©2017 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Click on ““Local News™ at
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Real Estate

Nancy Watson | GUARANTEE :
The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You” = A Berkshire Hathaway Affiliate
REALTY
645-5000 CONCEPTS
WwWw.nancywatson.net 1D,
If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an

Call me today
if you would like to sell
your home quickly for top dollar.

559.970.6555

guarantee.com/samanthaphebus

experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 12117

SAMANTHA PHEBUS
REALTOR®

CalBRE 01823578

Real estate is our life! \We make
real estate dreams a reality.

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ©

Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:
www.davidparker.info

Property Management -
we can rent your home:

www.parker-properties.info

A Ranchos resident for over 30 years, | am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at _
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top dol- =

REALTY, INC

BRE Lic. #01454566

I'm ready to assist you with all of your real estate needs. Whether
you're buying or selling, moving across town or out of state, I'm here
to help. Your housing needs deserve the care of a specialist.

Cell 559-250-6740 » Office 559-645-1212

lar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 « DRE#: 01323109

12/17

S Maria
Fotopoulos - Cercone

maria@ossrealtor.com ¢ Ranchos resident for more than 30 years!

12/17

Repeal the Gas and \khicle
Tax Increases

A December 2015 headline in the Orange
County Register screamed ““Gas tax in Califor-
nia ranks among highest in country; but its
roads are among the worst in America.”

Where has all the tax money gone? Cer-
tainly not entirely to roads.

Last month Jerry Brown and California
Democrats gave us lumps of coal for our Christ-
mas stockings in the form of increased gas and
vehicle taxes estimated to cost the average Cal-
ifornian an extra $800 a year — above and be-
yond the existing taxes already paid. Brown’s
SB 1, the so-called “Road Repair and Account-
ability Act of 2017,” states that it will “address
deferred [deferred why?] maintenance on the
state highway system and the local, street and
road system.”

Where Will the Money Go?

Where will all that additional tax money

go? Partly to roads, but at least 30 percent is al-

ready earmarked for purposes unrelated to road
upkeep.

Why should we repeal SB 1? After all, we
want our roads and streets repaired. According
to State Assemblywoman Melissa Menendez,
SB 1’s spending proposals “are clearly not pro-
grams intended to fix our crumbling roads” and
include over $818 million on “rail, transit, ac-
tive transportation such as bikeways and pedes-
trian paths, parks and recreation, food and

verted from the stated purpose as politicians get
their hands on more of our money. But more
importantly, there is now a requirement to em-
phasize “sustainable development” and envi-
ronmentalism in every public policy -
promoting lifestyle changes designed to get us
out of our cars rather than prudent road mainte-
nance decisions.

SB 1 “advances greenhouse gas reduction
objectives and other environmental goals and
supports SB 375 and transportation plans.”

“Sustainable” Communities?

SB 375 is the Sustainable Communities
and Climate Protection Act of 2008 which co-
ordinates transportation and land-use planning
with the goal of more “sustainable” communi-
ties. Under it, goals are set for greenhouse gas
emissions reductions from passenger vehicle
use in regions covered by one of the state’s Met-
ropolitan Planning Organizations. Each MPO

must (must!) prepare a “sustainable communi-
ties strategy in its regional transportation plan
which contains land use, housing and trans-
portation strategies. Then the Sustainable Com-
munities Act establishes incentives to encourage
local governments and developers to implement
that strategy. It is even more complicated than
that, but you get the picture: Controlling our
lives.

As another example, Fresno County’s

proved it because they wanted the potholes
filled. In 2006 they extended Measure “C” for
another 20 years for the same purpose. How-
ever, this time it included a stipulation having
nothing to do with improving roads: “New Bi-
cycle Facilities: Every highway, expressway,
super-arterial, arterial or collector within the
County constructed or reconstructed in whole
or in part with Measure “C” funds shall include
accommaodations for bicycle travel either by a
shared roadway or by bike lane.”

According to its literature, Measure “C”
also creates Transit Oriented Development proj-
ects and supports “high-density housing and
mixed uses near transit ... it also strives to sup-
port livable, viable and sustainable transit-ori-
ented healthy communities that promote
walking, biking and the use of public transitand
reduce private vehicle dependence. Such TOD
communities promote health and reduce risks

for chronic diseases.”

Lofty goals to be sure, but just fix the darn
potholes and stop playing Big Brother!

And just so you know, California passed a
Bicycle Transportation Act in 2006 to establish
a “bicycle transportation system.” \Woo hoo!
Now we’ve gone from failed high-speed rail
(200 m.p.h. from Merced to nowhere) to a futile
bicycle system (Ranchos to Madera in a huff
and a puff).

By Betty Van Valkenburg agriculture, university research and workforce  Measure “C” sales tax increase was passed in Repealing the Taxes
development programs.” 1986 to “improve the overall quality of Fresno So how do we repeal the tax increases?
Merry Christmas! And we can be sure that more will be di-  County’s transportation system.” \oters ap- Reform California has a petition on its

website www.ReformCalifornia.org that you
can print, sign and mail. If the required number
of valid signatures are submitted, a constitu-
tional amendment will be placed on the 2018
ballot to repeal SB 1 and to require that voters
must approve any new specified taxes or fees
on gas, diesel fuel or vehicles. It is important that
you follow all the instructions for signing and
mailing the petitions. Each one has room for two
signatures, but you can print as many as you
need. Please obtain as many signatures as you
can and mail the petitions as quickly as possible,
preferably by January 4. Let’s repeal the taxes
and return to sane policies.

Meanwhile, may you have a very Merry
Christmas and a happy and safe New Year!

Visit the Central Valley Tea Party website
at wwwi.centralvalleyteaparty. com for more in-
formation.

www. The Ranchos.com
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Business Directory » Business Directory « Business Directory ¢ Business Directory

TRENCHING D’RTWORK
+ efficient ¢+ reliable + cost-effective ol Beau

A
* DRILLING °

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

TEXTURED COATING « PAINTING
VINYL SIDING « VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING %
I~
-
—

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

Vi

FRANK KRAMER

LIC. #273099

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

HEATING & coocma
&75-7687

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS
All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos
www.jhsanders.com

: WeFill N§
Holding Tanks
Swimming Pools )

Potable Water
Dust Control
Covering - Call Gina

Mountain Areas at 559-289-3401

& the Central Vallei iii”

HumBLE TREE CARE

Esranrrsnrn v 2005

Tree pruning, shaping & trimming
Tree Cabling  Tree removal

559-347-8408 « www.cvhtc.com

Fully Insured + 8+ Years Experience ¢ Trained Arhorist

J\JJ Yy rns

aNGHOS
Moblle Notary and
Loan Document Signing

Daytime - Evening - Weekends

Diana J. Tucker

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties

381-5879

HIGH QUALITY
GATE SYSTEMS

559-454-8060

?@M@Hwﬂﬂ GREEN

\ niEs s N e
'|' -3'.-
i LS8\

CALIC. #934774

commercial and industrial
landscaping

(all559-242-6352

info@TouchOfGreenLandscape.us

Do you have a rental
or are you buying?

% We do any type of

i me take care of it
__"-. for you! We do it
aII Call us
<> for a FREE
estimate. 15+ years experience.

559-514-9816

R&L Home Remodeling
and Housecleaning

Inside and Out!

B&M

Auto & Truck Parts

)

Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

PERSONAL
TOUCH

Lic. # B0008113

Landscaping & Gardening Services

Yard cleanups & hauling » Weed control
Lawn & garden service ¢ Maintenance
Weekly & monthly service
(not a licensed contractor)

Anghes call Mag Anaya Jr.

5@ 550-074-1357

Mitchell L. Vick

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Lic. #563698

 Custom Homes » Concrete »
* Remodeling ¢ Additions

259-970-4635K]

milvconst@gmail.com

MARION POOL
SEIWICE ¢ REPAIR

Y . » Weekly Service
* Equipment

* Supplies
* Residential
+ Drains - Upstarts « Commercial
* Locally Owned

251-2514 351-1605 645-4799
office cell after5p.m.

dftuckabee’s

EATING & AIR CONDITIONING
LiC. #837274

(P
559-662-0336
559-438-8260

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification
Locally owned
and operated!

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

oD &: coustical Removal

INSURED

Color Matching

CRONIN MARINE
REFAIR

INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

LUMBIE}

“Plumbing =)
problem?
Plumbing

559 363 1851

Barber & Shave Parlor
37167 Ave. 12 #5B

Madera Ranchos
ranchosbarbershop@yahoo.com

645-4001

2nd Wed. of the month ¢ 6:30 p.m.
37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

(559) 645-0634
The Ranchos Independent

WHAT CAN YOU GET
FOR $25?

How about 10,000
Ranchos residents each
month who look at
Business Directory ads?

The Banchos Independent
(559) 645-0634

Click on ““Local News™ at
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Just Like Cats & Dogs by Dave . Phippe
LET ME GET THIS RIGHT. IF I KEEP ROR. .
THIS UP I WON'T REACH 60 AND s({ j"jalomﬁ; |
YOUR ADVICE IS TO REDUCE STRESS?] | <

B LS

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Start preparing now to make sure you get the credit you're due for
all that effort you put in to get that project off the ground. A new challenge emerges after the 15th.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) You're still charging full steam ahead on the job -- and that's fine.
But take time to share the joy of preparing for the upcoming holidays with folks you love.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) A former detractor resists joining your ranks just yet. Give him
or her time to learn more about what you're doing. Meanwhile, devote more time to friends and
family.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Be careful not to be goaded into a tiff by someone who might be
looking for a fight. Remain cool as you make your exit. Be assured that others will rally to your
support.

panasas sjubu 1y Ul 21eDIpUAS saunieaq Duiy £ LDZE

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Kudos on getting the well-deserved Lion's share of the rewards for a
job well-done. Now you can take a breather from your workaday duties and spend time with your
family.

O
Rlumbing preblem?
T U PRl EeR a)o, =~ ;
— ok D | =y p = 4 < VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) You enjoy a quick spurt of renewed energy just in time to
O o - - - - - - - -
L = meet that upcoming deadline. A potentially romantic situation looms. How it develops will be up
} J g D_ mbﬂmg ) EW@\H_,@D@\’D:DQ to you.

@@HH K\@@E&WD LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Watch out for distractions that could cause delays and
St e 4 et - leave you running twice as fast to finish your work by the 15th. Then go ahead and have fun.

DAVIS PLUMBING . 559'977'6239 SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) You might prefer to work on current tasks on your

LiG. #342676 own. But be open to a potentially useful suggestion from someone who admires you and wants to help.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Avoid rushing full gallop into that volunteer
project without knowing what's expected of you. Take things a step at a time as you begin to find
your way.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Good news: You should begin to feel more
comfortable expressing your emotions. This will go a long way in helping you with that personal
situation.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) An old friend gives confusing signals. Best advice:
Don't assume that things will necessarily work themselves out. Ask questions and demand straight
answers.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) A new relationship needs time to develop. Be careful not to
let your emotions flood your natural sense of caution. Meanwhile, check out that new job offer.

Born this Week.

Your sense of right and wrong sometimes causes you to come into
conflict with others. But you inVariably come out ahead.

Nort Ameica Syrfcate, o, Word s esarved.
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“All of a sudden I’'m hungry for a Milky Way!”
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HOW NICE A ols Nle S Using the definitions and the
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s LRI TA m anagrams below, you must
E Alx a 3 i find the eight eight-letter
N|Blp|ul1|s|s|H|W|E | 43 words that fit into the frame-
- L work pictured on the left. For
DON'T RUN A “FOWL" OF THIS ONE! Hidden 5. GiL each definition, the letlers in
in the above frame is a famous old saying. You 6. A 1 the two anagram words must
can find it by reading every other letter as you go 7| [N N . be utscraimbled and used 1o
around counterclockwise. The trick is finding the alA Gl & form the work.asked:for,
right first letter. llustrated by David Coulson
SWEE'PEA'S N/7..SHE SAIP HE WON AND HE'S HE's PROB'LY JOHN ALDEN AND | 7AN'JOHN L USIG BUL L) OMI YUOM SI PUBY BUl
TEACHER IS A PART IN THEIR WEARING HIS || GONNA BE TH' MILES STANDISH | ALDER WINS | UL DI ¥, ) PUBL-IUOU B U LY. BUL Ul DULEIS emsUy DEFINITION: ANAGRAM:
wﬂ ol o (ARETHE MaIN, A THGIRL! A 1. Where outlaws hide out.  sand + bald
f = ...\\ S ; = _ A SHORT MATH TEST! See if you can arrange the digits 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5so0 | 2. Famous Carnegie Deli aims + trap
O T\ L A % N 2 that when two of the digits are multiplied by one of the digits, the product will sandwich. fail + cobs
. contain the remaining two digits. 3. Invented by Ben Franklin. ribs + flee
X S 4. Where bats hang out. slag + burr
23 = XEL My 5. Night criminals. yurt + gait
6. What waiters expect. coin + runs
CHAIN REACTION! Take the seven letters printed below our 7. Ancient mythical horses. pigs + rain

diag and place them in the circles so that eight four-letter
words can be read. top to bottom, along the connecting lines. All
the words will begin with the letter in the top circle

8. What young aclors are.
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Wishing £ well®

6 3 5 86 8 7 4 8 2 7 3 6 By Fifi Rodriguez
AMASCMEWOPMA L

5 6 7 35 3 26 7 5 3 7 5 1. LITERATURE: What_20th-ce_nturyau—
REPKOETEVHSAAY thor wrote a short story titled "Gimpel the
36 3 75 7 8 483737 Fool™?

cEnsA oAl L ZLE 5 GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Sometimes
RANHGTSDTONASTC called "the second most visited home in
7 36 48 57 252 35 8 America," what Memphis, Tennessee, es-
LHHOATSETEFAI I ; : g
5 6 46 2 6 3 8 4 5 5 3 tate was d_emgnatgdaNatlonal Historic
PTOMUUGPLOUHD Landmark in 20067

6 2 3 4 2 458 28 2 8 2 3. GEOGRAPHY:: What is the only mountain
T LYRLEE I | NFGE jyNorth America that exceeds 20,000 feet?

HERE IS A PLEASANT LITTLE GAME that will give you a
message every day. It's anumerical puzzle designed to spell
out your fortune. Count the letters in your first name. If the

4. FIRSTS: Who became the first woman

number of letters is 6 or more, subtract 4. If the number is less
than 6, add 3. The result is your key number. Start at the up-
per left-hand corner and check one of your key numbers, left
to right. Then read the message the letters under the
checked figures give you.

© 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

in the British Parliament in 1919?

5. HISTORY: The International Committee
of the Red Cross won what prize in 19447?
6. SCIENCE: In forensic science, what is

dermatoglyphics?
MAGIC MAZE @ FITSIN A 7. MOVIES: In one of the movie's classic
THIMBLE songs, how much sugar does Mary Poppins
_ JAXVSPNKIFCAXVS say is necessary to make the medicine go
- RacHTE— down?
BY AL SCADUTO QPOLJTITCTACHECP 8. MUSIC: What is the classification for an
EAMOUS LAST WORDS = TH/S MEDICATIONT, AXIVTRPNLOKIJHFO album that sells 10 million copies?
HAS NOSIDE EFFECTS™ P 9. EXPLORERS: What European explorer
DBYTXVTRRPHCOMR was the first to reach the Mississippi River
in 15417
KBIGRATINSOFSANDI 14 EpICAL TERMS: What is a more
GEMDBEKZXWUTBTR common name for the malady called pityr-
aat iasis capitis?
_ . RQ&ULEGUBYDALBA ANSWers
; & ONMPRLDNOMAIDEE ynipueq o1
e g e Ay o A et o JTANGCFDICAYPAT 0]0S 9p OpueuIsH 6
g puoweiq '8
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DEP'T. PRESSURE~ J | LATE TODAY- ) \ CHANGING-) \ TIME FOR HiG 5PONGE l’ syundiabuly Jo Apmis 8y ‘9
Hevi ¥V e S BATH NOW-- SLKECIRFOSNIARG 87114 8083 [3GON UL '
ERY Find the listed words in the diagram, They runin all .
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Amber Waves

by Dave T. Phipps

GERALD HONEY, IT's
TIME FOR YOUR DINNER.

" I'VE MADE SOMETHING )
NICE ND HEALTHY.

600D NEWS, WE CAN|[ ALRIGHT, I COULDN'T }
GET PIZZA.I JUST ATE|[PULL THAT OFF WITH
A BUNCH OF BROCCOLI. A STRMGHT FACE.

=y gy o ‘sepuls saungea g

A SOLAR-POWERED
HEATIN' OIL PELIVERY TRUCK!

by Gary Kopervas

Super Crossword
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The Spats by Jeff Pickering
T M\UST .. I HAVEN'T LosT HAT'S AWFULLY Bl6
CONFESS... ANY WEIGHT ON EF You To Aomrrj.

MY NEW DIET.

WELL, WHAT DO JA
YA* KNOW. r
BARRY REALLY [
"

S SANTA CLAUS
THIS YEAR.

HOCUS-FOCUS

HENRY BOLTINOFF

MERRY CHRISTMAS...
AND THANKS, NAVY.

Find at least six differences in details between pan.
www.The Ranchos.com
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109 110 11 112 113 [114 [115 [116
117 118 119
120 121 122
ACROSS 50 60-min. units 93 Trial attire 6 Like the pre- 46 Old 83 Somehow
1 Tussle (with) 51 “Rockaria!” 96 Siestas Easter period Testament manages
8 Hindu chant band, in brief 98 “Mazel —!" 7 — Allan Poe book with

14 Robotic floor 54 Singer Clay 99 Hereditary 8 Comic Jay 48 Racial 84 Pair attached
vacuum 55 San — sequence 9 Bunyan’s tool equality gp. to an axle

20 Predicted (Italian 100 Declaration 10 Story foran 49 Part of YTD 85 Also- —

21 Daisy types resort) upon pulling anchor 51 Lawn gadget (losers)

22 Relatives of 57 Poet W.H. — your valise 11 Radials fora 52 Dirty looks 86 Scores
21-Across 59 Fusion forcefully? Rolls, say 53 Ham — (deli 87 Arose (from)

23 Pounding 64 Old laundry 103 Many a 12 Fails to stay classic) 88 Painter Paul
one's shawl? machine handcuffed poker-faced 56 Rx signers 89 Nectar lover

25 Like sacred that's totally person 13 Viper variety 58 Golden rule's 90 CIA worker
statues on the fritz? 105 —-Jo ('80s 14 Slickers and second word 93 Searches

26 Step up or 66 Raving sort track star) galoshes 59 Plenteous and robs
down 67 People 106 That guy's 15 Wilde with 60 Bill of “Real 94 Wise-looking

27 Instant, for debating 107 Certain Wall wit Time" 95 Bucking one
short 70 Bistro, e.q. St. trader 16 Bison- 61 Japanese 97 Card game

28 Santa — 71 “Goodbye, 108 Paradigm hunting tribe film genre expert John
College Columbus” 109 Hereditary 17 Household 62 Stitch's 99 Bestows

29 In history author when 111 Actress 18 Intelligent cartoon pal 101 Triangle,

30 Book parts he's very Fay who 19 Fancy ties 63 Dive variety eg.

34 What aviator angry? was always 24 "— the 64 “Yeah,no 102 Fly into —
Orville or 73 Throw from a cheerful? season!" kidding!" (get furious)
Wilbur was steed 117 Get free of 28 Gallery gala 65 Taylor of 103 Madison
called? 74 Tea garnish 118 Silky goat or 30 Grub “The Nanny" Ave. output

37 Found on 75 Apple debut rabbit 31Berinman 67 Chairpart 104 Find a new
these pages of 1998 119 Helm 32 Funnyman 68 Traipse purpose for

38 Kitty treater 76 Mini-serving handler Johnson 69 Sporty auto 108 “— first

39 Fill up fully 79 Prior to 120 Beaches 33 Hireling 72 Tepees' kin you don't

40 Celtics rival 80 Flanneed 121 Observed in 34" three — 73 — Reader succeed ..."

41 “What the 82 Damage the vicinity of a tub” (alternative 110 Corn spike
Butler Saw” done to a 122 Actor Erik 35 Ocean liquid digest) 111 Once
dramatist Joe periodical? 36 Hotel 76 Sierra existed

42 Does 89 Pub buys DOWN relative Nevada lake 112 — pro nobis
penance 91 Find a new 1 Yackety-yak 38 Cast a ballot 77 Sea of — 113 That gal's

45 Sprinter Bolt place for., as 2 Lament 42 Take — view (waters off 114 Levin or

47 Small a pet 3 — Khan of Ukraine) Glass
songbird with 92 Islamic 4 Impose 43 "Bad" sound 78 Gaming 115 TV neighbor
a cartoon equivalent of 5 Capital of 44 Shopping “City" dweller of Homer
cat? kosher Kosovo jag 81 Non-Jews 116 Time of note

©2017 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All nghts reserved.



NEW State Grant Awarded*

to residents of South East Madera County

UP TO $350REIMBURSEMENT FOR EACH

Washing Machine certified as:
“Energy Star Qualified”

*For qualified locations. Sign up for more
information at the
Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
at 37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos or
email info@semcu.com. You can also call 559-363-9095.




