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After a resounding recall election, the new Golden Valley Unified School District Board of Trustees is comprised
of (from left) Mona Diaz, Mike Kelly, Assistant Superintendent Kevin Hatch, Brian Freeman, Steven Lewis and Maria Knobloch.

Madera Irrigation District’s
General Manager, Thomas Greci
(left) and Chief of Operations
and Maintenance, John Bese,
have a vision for the future of
Madera’s water and explain
the Ranchos’ role.
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After a long and often contentious recall process, the voters of the Ranchos have spoken and have elected (from left) Mona Diaz to Area 1; Brian Freeman to Area 4 ; and Maria Knobloch to
Area 2. They are seen here having the oath of their office administered to them by Dr. Cecilia Massetti, Madera County Superintendent of Schools.
Pictures courtesy of Leslie Parr
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Ranchos Woman Charged with Murder of Her Daughter
By DJ Becker

Linn, his office may be seeking the death
penalty for Amy Chavoya. Chavoya's
husband, San Joaquin Sheriff's Deputy
Gerardo Flores, may also soon face arrest
on felony charges related to the case, according to Linn. Linn is also reportedly
looking into whether a separate investi-

Horrific allegations of child abuse,
torture and murder have rocked the normally quiet community of the Madera
Ranchos since the Nov. 25 arrest of longtime resident, 42-year-old Amy Louise
Chavoya, on murder charges.
Shocked and appalled residents
shook their heads in disbelief and wondered how such allegations, if true, could
happen or go unnoticed here.
Chavoya has pled not guilty to the
charge of murder, three counts of torture,
three counts of willful cruelty to a child
and dissuading a witness by force or
threat. She is being held at the Madera
County Jail without bail, according to
Chavoya defense attorney Steven
Geringer.
Chavoya is accused of physically
abusing the two adopted children she and
her husband had been foster parents of
since 2011, along with at least three other
children in their home, and inflicting the
injuries that resulted in the death of her
Ranchos resident, Amy Louise Chavoya,
adopted 12-year-old daughter, Mariah
42, has been charged by the Madera County
Flores, on Oct. 10, 2014.
District Attorney in the murder of her 12-yearFrightening Allegations
Allegations of scalding showers, old daughter, Mariah Flores.
beatings, starvation and the use of a stuntype gun as punishments at the hands of gation is warranted into the handling of
Amy Chavoya have been introduced by the Chavoya children’s case by Madera
the recent testimony of the victim's 14- County social services department.
year-old biological brother – according
Recent court testimony revealed that
to media reports – who also claims he at least 20 calls had been made to the Dewas subjected to similar abuse along with partment of Madera County Child Proother children in the home. The boy tective Services, along with four written
claims he was fearful to come forward reports, when Mariah's elementary school
with these allegations of abuse and of teachers had reportedly become conhaving to remain in the home, prior to the cerned about the girl’s high number of abdeath of his sister. All remaining children sences from school, her many
in the home were removed from the unexplained black eyes, bruises and other
home in March of 2015 by the depart- injuries, consistently poor hygiene, unment of Child Protective Services.
derweight appearance and other unusual
According to statements made by behaviors like food stealing and attempts
Madera County District Attorney David at food hoarding while at school.

Amy Chavoya allegedly told teachers and investigators that the bruises and
other injuries had come from sibling violence, self-injury or were attributable to
the girl's mental disorder. At least a
dozen significant dents were said to have
been found in the dry wall of the
Chavoya home by investigators, some of
them overlapping and stained with blood
and hair, including one in the girl’s bedroom.
A local medical expert who subsequently reviewed the medical reports and
autopsy reports for the preliminary hearing said he found indications of several
older small circular burns and other possibly older internal injuries with the girl's
body, and they were not consistent with
self-inflicted injuries.
Defense attorney Steven Geringer
said the cause of the girl's death had initially been ruled accidental and was only
later treated as a homicide.
"At this point the court is not allowed
to weigh testimony… during this preliminary hearing the court found the reasonable suspicion for a holding order, (to
determine if) a murder took place, under
the special circumstances of torture which
makes it a potential death penalty case, or
clearly life in prison without the possibility of parole. We are in the process of
preparing her defense and are waiting to
see what the district attorney does,”
Geringer said. “The forensic pathologist
who did the autopsy on October 14th of
2014 issued his report listing the cause of
death as a tear to the mesenteric (artery)
which caused the internal bleeding."
Geringer said the pathologist does
not make any determination other than
the cause of death.
"From there it (went) to the Sheriff's
Department for investigation. After their
investigation ... her cause of death was

Please see MURDER on P. 3

2015 • Top
Ranchos Stories

from the pages of the Ranchos Independent

1

Recall Election/February

2

Murder Charges/December • Murder is not something

• This was an on-going story that
began in February then culminated in September with the successful recall of three sitting GVUSD school board
members. Tempers flared on the subject
but the final tally was a landslide against
the three.

usually talked about in the Ranchos, and
particularly not the murder of a 12-yearold child, but those are the charges being
leveled by the District Attorney against
Ranchos resident Amy Louise Chavoya.
This story is just developing.

3

Dublin Well/May • After

what seemed like an eternity, the
final steps of preparing the Dublin
Well so that it could finally go on-line in
June happened. After a season of dead
lawns and landscapes, the community was
relieved that at least one solution to the Ranchos’ on-going water problems was done.

Brett Frazier/January •
The Ranchos’newest County Supervisor took office in January
and sat down with the Ranchos Independent and shared his views on where we have
been, where we are and where we’re
going. Frazier is the first Supervisor in a
long time to be from the Ranchos.

4

5

Water Meters/April • The

State of California and Madera
County have both decided that all
new wells in the Ranchos area will be required to have water meters on them. You
pay for the well, you pay for the electricity, but somehow the State and the County
want a say in the process. We’ll see.

Andy Alvarado/September • Dismissal of the Golden

6 Superintendent in February was the
Another New Well for MD-10a — and It’s For Free? Valley
By Karen Petryna
On Wednesday, Dec. 9 at 6 p.m., about
30 Ranchos residents met with representatives from the State and the County at the
Ranchos Middle School cafeteria to discuss
connecting the Valley Teen Ranch (VTR)
water system to the Madera Ranchos Maintenance District-10a (MD-10a) water system
in a consolidation project that would involve
a brand new free drinking water well granted
by the State. One of the State’s representatives, Kassy Chauhan, a Merced District En-

gineer with the State Water Resource Control Board, Division of Drinking Water, said
that due to a reorganization and other factors,
her department had recently come under
heavy pressure by the Environmental Protection Agency to replace VTR’s arseniccontaminated well as soon as possible with a
new one. She said that her department was
very pro-consolidation and their preference
would be to connect VTR and their new well
to MD-10a so that VTR would not have to
maintain their own separate public water

system for VTR’s 30 residents. And if a majority of MD-10a residents agreed, she said,
they would benefit from a “once in a lifetime
opportunity” for a free well.
Better System is Net Effect
The Dec. 9 meeting opened with District I Supervisor Brett Frazier who said that
all the residents of MD-10a had received a
notice of the meeting in the mail. Ahmad
Alkhayyat, the County’s Interim Public

Please see FREE WELL on P. 13

flashpoint for the recall election of three
GVUSD board members. When they were
successfully recalled, one of the first acts
of the new board was to reinstate Alvarado, to the praise of the community.

7

LHS Football/November •

With 1 second left, an Exeter
field goal ended the Hawks’ 3year reign as Valley Champs on a cold November night. There’s always next year.

Click on “Local News” at
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forcement showed up. Her father gave
her CPR until the fire department arrived
and they continued CPR. She was taken
to the hospital, but she was never revived," said Geringer. "In layman's terms,
this young girl was injured by a blow or
blows that caused a tear internally, that
caused bleeding. The doctor that did the
autopsy could not even locate the tear. He
knew the area, but not the (location of
the) tear itself. He has no idea how large
or how small it is. So there was no way of

ruled accidental by the office of the Sheriff/Coroner's office in February 2015.
There is a death certificate that says this
death is accidental," Geringer said.
Mariah Reportedly
Collapsed at Home
"The records show this girl collapsed, on October 10th, 2014. They
called 911. The fire department showed
up, EMS showed up and then law en-

knowing how fast (or long) the bleeding
took. This tear could have been caused in
a number of ways. It did require a certain
amount of force but it did not have to be
an adult. We have no way of knowing
when the fatal blows took place. The doctor that did the autopsy also noted she
was adequately nourished," he said.
Juvenile records of all the foster
children are sealed, also making the
process lengthy and more difficult,
Geringer said.

"But that will come out in the trial,"
he said. "This is going to be a highly document-intensive case. Medical records,
school records, adoption records, law enforcement records. And six children (in
the home) and their records ... it's a
marathon, not a sprint. But we want to
get this going to trial," Geringer said.
"No one ever wants to see a child abused,
in any way whatsoever. That's just outrageous. But we will just have to wait and
see what really took place."
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Orchard Grass, Oat Hay, Timothy Hay, Wheat
Hay, Sudan Grass, Straw and others!

Current Hay Prices per Bale
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Dear Editor:
I would like to discuss the important topic of bringing Career Vocational Training (CVT) to Golden Valley
Unified School District (GVUSD).
During the last several years, I've had
the opportunity to discuss this issue
with many in our community. Our community overwhelmingly supports CVT.
We realize and understand not all students desire to enter a four-year college
program. Some, like me, prefer to use
their brains and their hands and would
be better served by GVUSD if a CVT
program were available. At present,
Liberty High School does have some
electives that qualify as CVT and I am
in no way trying to minimize those, but
what I'm talking about is expanding
CVT to include traditional trades like
automotive, construction, manufacturing, welding, ag and so on. We need to
increase student opportunity by increasing electives, offering more programs and more choices. From the
beginning it was a dream of this community to build a comprehensive high
school district. Liberty High is now 15
years old and that dream is incomplete.
Just like everything else in GVUSD,
CVT will not happen by accident. It
will take effort, sacrifice and making
hard decisions to advance the ball. We
have an opportunity before us now but
that window is closing. In my opinion,
it's time. Let's GO!
The greatest obstacle to CVT and
other new programs is obviously how
do we pay for them. I'd like to start the

conversation by offering a few options.
The first option is to create a
school facilities district that would
allow us to create a new additional tax
dedicated to GVUSD. Back in the early
70's, Doc Buchanan asked Clovis residents to pass a city sales tax to provide
additional financial support for Clovis
Unified to build state-of-the-art sports
venues and cultural centers. It passed. I
think most of us have been on a Clovis
campus and are familiar with the success of that joint effort. However, I'm
not sure if there is enough commerce in
93636 to generate enough sales tax revenue for that program to be successful
here. I'm thinking it would need to be a
parcel or property tax.
The second option is to grow our
student population. The more students,
the more revenue. This is where I see
an immediate opportunity. New development is here and along with it comes
new students. The current strategy of
GVUSD is for developers to build their
own new schools in their own new developments for their students. If that
strategy were to change and those new
students were directed to Liberty High
School and Ranchos Middle School,
that could generate the increased revenue needed to create more opportunities and programs like CVT. All
students would benefit. The reason developers are building in southeast
Madera County is to be included in
GVUSD. Developer fees can be redi-

Please see LETTERS on P. 17

Ambulances, fire departments, patrol cars, cabs, repair
and delivery services depend on reflective signs at night.
• 4” numbers • Mounts on a 63” 4x4 pole
•Visible day and night and in fog - they really stand out!
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Editorial

Another Year in the Books
By Randy Bailey
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I’ve always been a fan of December. There’s of course Christmas
and New Year’s Eve. Football. I love
the generally cooler weather. That’s
right -- I love cooler weather and I
live in Central California. Go figure.
Eleven years ago December took
on a new meaning for me. It was December of 2004 that a business partner and I made the decision to buy
the Ranchos Independent from Bill
Bell, the second owner of this little
community newspaper. I like to tell
the story that the way I met Bill was
I had written a letter to the editor
(hmm, imagine that) and had included my name, address, phone
number -- you know, all of the stuff
you’re supposed to include when you
write a letter to the editor -- and Bill
failed to remove that information
when he published my letter. You can
imagine my surprise when I got my
copy of the Ranchos Independent
with my controversial views in it and
there was my address and everything
published where any aspiring psycho
could find it. I was not in a good
mood when I stormed into Bill Bell’s
office to demand some satisfaction.
He couldn’t believe what he had
done. He seemed genuinely sorry for
what had happened and by the time I
was ready to leave we were laughing

“Our aim is to
increase our
national
wealth so
all will
have more,
not just
redistribute
what we
already
have, which
is just a
sharing of
scarcity.”

about it and talking about our similar views on a bevy of topics.
It was a few months later that I
found out from Jim Cobb that the
Ranchos Independent was for sale.
“You ought to buy it,” Jim said.
So I did.
I didn’t know it at the time but
Bill was dying of cancer. I bought
the paper in December of 2004 and
on the following St. Patrick’s Day,
Bill passed away. I found out later
that other people had offered to buy
the paper from him but he didn’t feel
they were the right “fit.” He had a
love for the Ranchos and the Ranchos Independent and, cancer or not,
he wasn’t going to give it to the
wrong person. I hope I didn’t let him
down.
I’ve met some great people over
the last 11 years -- and some not so
great ones. My business partner took
off for Washington state about eight
years ago and has nothing to do with
publishing anymore. I find it hard to
believe that the Ranchos Independent beat it out of her but who knows?
All I know is that I love it. I love
starting out each month with a bunch
of blank sheets of paper and by the
time I’m done I have something of
which I am quite proud. Looking at
the cover of this month’s paper is a
rush for me as I look back on last
year ’s issues. I remember how important (or fun) each issue was at the
time and how I tried to convey that
to you, the readers, through an interesting, thought-provoking cover and
some well-written articles.
It must be working.
I’m still here 11 years later.
The majority of people I run into
that discover I put out the Ranchos
Independent tell me that they love
the paper. I know they could just be
blowing wind up my skirt but they
seem to genuinely like it. And many
of those who disagree with me philosophically have told me that at least
I always present news down the middle. Then of course there’s that
fringe that you just can’t please.
They’d complain if you hanged them
with a brand new rope.
I’m going to keep doing this
until I get tired of it or you guys run
me out of town, neither of which I
see on the horizon.
Thank you all.
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Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting
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my eyes peeled for something that
someone I knew would love. Over the
next two months, without breaking
the bank, I had amassed a nice pile of
gifts. Let me tell you, it’s a lot easier
on the budget to spread the gift purchasing over a few months.
Just before Halloween I crossed
off the items I had already purchased
and I could barely believe my eyes. I
was almost done. Not only was I
going to achieve the thus far unachievable dream, I was going to do
it in record time. I kept with my pattern well into November and I managed to complete all of my
Christmas shopping before my deadline of Thanksgiving.
The down side is that without the
stress of last minute shopping I’ve
been wandering around in a sort of
haze. I’m not sure what to do with
myself. The other day I happened to
be at the store watching people shuffle from aisle to aisle and filling
their carts and I became almost nostalgic. They were rushing about and
yelling at each other. Do you think
she would like the pink or the purple
better? Would he rather have a new
sweatshirt or some sneakers? It’s
strange but a part of me missed it. Of
course, that feeling faded fast as I
watched the lines of grumpy patrons
grow from my expedited, self-checkout lane. It’s hard to locate the
Christmas spirit in a Walmart a week
and a half before Christmas.
I smiled as I walked through my
front door, turned on my favorite
Christmas movie and made a big cup
of hot chocolate. Finally, I was able
to just enjoy the season, bask in the
decorations and not worry about how
I was going to find time and the
money to pick up that last present. As
I stared at my beautiful Christmas
tree I felt a sense of pride and accomplishment. Of course, I still have
to wrap everything, but that’s a resolution for another year.

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!
36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849
www.bedrockeng.com

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate

•
•
•
•

Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
Divide your property with a parcel map
Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley
12/15

I keep feeling like I’m forgetting
something. I’ve checked my wallet
and all of my cards are there. My
keys are in my purse, my badge for
work is hanging on my review mirror
right where I left it. I’ve turned the
oven off and double checked the
door is locked. I haven’t left the coffee pot on or the garage door up or
my eight-year-old home alone. What
am I missing? Oh … I know. It’s a
week before Christmas and I’m not
out among the hordes out searching
for gifts and stocking stuffers.
Usually around this time I’m
running from store to store like a
rabid squirrel trying to finish my
Christmas shopping. For the first
time in my adult life I have managed to purchase every item for
every person on my list, including
the Secret Santa exchange at work,
before the first tree was lit.
At the beginning of every New
Year I swear to myself that I will not
have a repeat of the previous Christmas. I vow that I will avoid the
crowds and complete all of my
Christmas shopping early enough to
enjoy the season without succumbing to the frantic commercialism
that always seems to drown out the
spirit of the Christmas as we move
through the advent calendar.
Not this year.
I was bound and determined not
to spend the last days leading up to
Christmas stuffed into packed department stores in a spending haze.
This was going to be the year I
changed my ways. I was determined. I was resolute.
I had completely forgotten by
May.
I purchased my first Christmas
gift completely by accident. Summer
was coming to a close, back to school
sales were everywhere and there it
was: The perfect present. I could see
it, wrapped up in brightly colored ribbon tucked under a glowing tree. Sill
I hesitated. Christmas was still several months away and no one in their
right mind would buy a Christmas
present this early – but then I heard
my own voice ringing in my head: “I
will be finished with my Christmas
shopping before Thanksgiving this
year.” It was a sign, so I bought the
present and tucked it away. It felt so
good I repeated the process. The next
time I happened to be at a store I kept
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Quick, Fast
Results
CALL NOW!

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included
• AM PM
Medications
• Diet Injection

LOSE WEIGHT
AND INCHES TOO
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Look Good and Feel Great

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!
$
OFF

20

1st visit only

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP
“We Are Very
Affordable”

224-6744

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM
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4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

You can do it yourself or have the Got broken screens? Madera Glass Glass for picture frames is a spepros at Madera Glass & Mirror & Mirror has the expertise to make cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
take care of your window repairs. quick work of any screen repair.
a broken one or complete a project.

Madera Glass & Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980’s. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

Ranchos Dental Care & Orthodontics

559-645-5320

www.ranchosdental.net

Matthew Pia, D.D.S.
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37144 Ave. 12, Suite 104
Madera Ranchos

Merry Christmas
& Happy New Year!
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Another Home Lost; Lack of Water
By DJ Becker
Another home was lost for lack of
water in a recent structure fire, this time in
north Madera County. The family lost
everything from a fireplace fire that smoldered overnight in the 28600 block of Rancho Avenue. No one was home at the time
the fire erupted. Neighbors reported
smelling smoke and seeing flames from the
back of the older 1,800-square-foot ranch
house on Wednesday, Dec. 16 just before 5
a.m. The owner, who requested privacy, said
she had been away and staying overnight
with family in Fresno when she got the
shocking call from neighbors her house was
on fire.
"We just lost everything. All our Christmas stuff, my son's presents, clothing, furniture. I still can't believe it. I had found
some good bargains too," she said with half
smile, as she fought back tears. "We loved it
here and had just replaced the floor tile,
done some painting ... were getting it all
fixed up to stay here for a long time. But we
are thankful nobody was hurt, that's what
counts. We have insurance, and we'll recover and manage somehow," she said.
Madera County CalFire Battalion Chief
Matt Watson said the fire appeared to have
started in the area near the base and back of
the fireplace and estimated at least 60 per
cent of the home was destroyed, along with
almost all of the contents.
"We had three Madera County fire engines – 1, 3 and 19 from Madera Ranchos,
and myself initially on scene, for a total of
four firefighting personnel. They had made
a good knock down of the fire, but then we
ran out of water (carried on the engines).
So I sent two of the engines back to
Madera for water. I had requested five engines and only got the three paid and
staffed engines. We dispatched six water
tenders but only got two. One from a volunteer station at Cedar Valley above Bass
Lake and one from a volunteer station at
Ahwahnee, with probably about an hour
and a half travel time for water tenders (to
arrive)," Watson said.
Engines typically carry about 500 to
600 gallons of water on board for grass and
spot fires. The over-an-hour-long water tender response time did affect the ability of
fire crews to stop the progress of this fire,
he said.
"We were out of water, until the CalFire
(wildland) engine from Raymond showed
up on scene," Watson said. Horrified area
residents and fire crews had to watch the
house burn, until more water arrived.
Inadequate fire funding and staffing of
County engines is also a serious issue,
which critics and residents alike have com-

plained about for decades. Several county
homes, some very close to fire stations, have
been complete losses in the last five years
due to the lack of fire personnel and the unavailability of trained water tender drivers.
A home three doors down from the Madera
Ranchos fire station burned severely in 2014
while the water tender sat full, waiting for a
driver, in the station yard. That family was
home at the time of the fire.
"The county is currently able to fund
only one paid person, the (fire engineer)
driver, on any Madera County fire engine,
with any remaining assistance being supplied by paid call volunteers, who often are
away at their day jobs," Watson said. "More
local fire volunteers are needed. The
County has started a recruitment program.
Staffing is the number one issue and number two is water. We have added three new
volunteers (able to drive water tenders this
year), but they work and are often not available.
"This is a 30-year-old situation. The
(economic) downturn was hard ... we are actively looking for all (funding) solutions.
The board of supervisors and CFO Eric
Fleming have been very helpful and are
looking at everything to try and improve this
situation," Watson said. "Had we had more
personnel at this scene, we wouldn't have
been there (a total of) 12 hours and the
house would have had less damage."
Watson also said public safety is impacted when fire crews are not initially able
to make safe entry into a burning house to
check for trapped or injured occupants until
more fire personnel arrive.
"The first firefighters on scene made an
external check for occupants, pounding on
doors and windows, but were not able to
enter and sweep the house until later," he
said.
Critics and residents alike wonder if
someone has to actually die in a house fire
before supervisors will take the funding and
staffing situation more seriously, and finally
remedy it.
“Maybe the supervisors have to see that
on the six o’clock news before something
will get done about it,” said one resident.
"We had another fire in the City of
Madera tonight, in the 300 block of Stinson. It was about a 1,200-square-foot
house, with the fire involving two rooms
and the attic. With the City response and
the County engine response, we had eight
paid people on scene within five minutes.
We saved the house and were in and out of
there in an hour. But we had a hydrant in
front of that house. The cause of that fire
was a makeshift fireplace inside the home,
being used for heat by the residents," Watson said.
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Christmas Fun

until ready to serve. When ready to serve,
using a serrated knife, cut each roll into ½
inch to 1 inch slices. Place on serving platter.
Last year I made a dip that was extremely easy. It only takes two ingredients
and unless you want to serve it in a fancy
bowl, microwave it in the bowl you will
serve it in and you only have one bowl to
wash. It is a little warm with spice, but we
all enjoyed it.
Two Item Dip
1 lb. Velveeta, cut up into 1 inch
cubes
1 can (10 oz.) Ro*Tel diced tomatoes
and green chilies (Do not drain!)
In a microwave safe bowl combine
cheese and tomatoes. Cover and microwave on high for 5 minutes. Stir it after
cooking 3 minutes. Be Careful, dish will
be extremely hot! Use hot pads to take out
of microwave. This can also be made on
top of the stove by placing cheese and
tomatoes in medium pan and cooking over
medium heat until cheese is melted and
mixture is combined (about 5 minutes). Be
sure not to have the heat too high and stir
often to avoid scorching. Serve warm with
tortilla chips or raw vegetables – zucchini,
broccoli or cauliflower would be good
choices.
And of course you will want something sweet on your table. How about a
bowl of sugared walnuts? My aunt and
uncle who lived in Hanford had a huge
walnut tree in their front yard and every
year after the walnuts were harvested she
would bring a big bowl of sugared walnuts
when they came to our house. They are really simple to do.
Sugared Walnuts
1 C Sugar
7 T milk
2 or 3 cups shelled walnuts
Prepare a pan or cookie sheet by covering with a sheet of wax paper. Boil the
sugar and milk 4 minutes. Pour mixture
over the walnuts and stir to coat the nuts.
Spread on the wax paper. Let cool then
break in bite size pieces.
Regardless of what you serve for dinner or snacks, I want to thank each of you
for being loyal readers and thank you for
your comments, suggestions and recipes. I
pray that you and your families have a
Blessed Christmas and a happy, healthy
and prosperous new year!
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by Jean Briner

www.chadstrucking.com
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Before I start my article, I want to
thank the Sierra 4-H group for the two
pans of their homemade cookies they
brought into the office. We served them at
the Chamber of Commerce Christmas
mixer and the cookies were a big hit. I invited the group and their leader, Mrs.
Christofferson, to give me some of their
recipes and I would dedicate the whole article to their group. I am really looking forward to that.
Do you fix a big dinner for Christmas
afternoon or do you fix a big breakfast and
then spend the afternoon relaxing after a
hectic few weeks getting ready for Christmas or spend the afternoon visiting friends
and family that are shut-ins and can’t get
out? I’ve talked to people this week that
are going to relax Christmas afternoon and
serve appetizers or sandwiches instead of
a big dinner.
My niece Rachael makes a dip that is
yummy and usually goes fast.
Rachael’s Spinach Dip
1 Box (10 oz.) Frozen chopped
spinach, cooked, cooled and squeezed dry.
1 container (16 oz.) Sour Cream
1 C mayonnaise
1 pkg. Knorr vegetable mix
2 or 3 ribs celery, chopped
2 or 3 green onion, chopped (optional)
1 loaf round French bread
Combine all ingredients except bread
and chill for at least 2 hours. Cut the top
off the bread and hollow out, saving the
bread to use as dippers. When ready to
serve put chilled dip in hollowed bread loaf
and serve with the reserved bread that has
been cut into bite size pieces. When the dip
is gone, tear up the “bowl” and eat it.
Have you ever made pinwheels –
easy to make and delicious.
Pinwheels
1 (8 oz.) pkg. cream cheese
1 (16 oz.) container sour cream
1 pkg. ranch dip (dry)
Chopped bell pepper (any color)
Chopped olives
Chopped green onions (optional)
1 lb. sliced deli meat – ham, turkey or
beef.
8 large flour tortillas.
In large bowl mix together cream
cheese, sour cream and dry ranch dip mix.
Beat until smooth. Spread a thin layer of
mix on each tortilla. Sprinkle chopped
peppers, olives and onion if you are using
any of them on the mix. Top with a layer
of the meat. Roll each tortilla up tightly
and wrap with plastic wrap. Refrigerate

CA #441782

559-645-5363
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

We now
deliver to the
Ranchos,
Bonnadelle &
Rolling Hills
areas.

ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •
HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •
LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •

HUMUS •
BARK •
CHIPS •
RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •
COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSUR ANCE?
Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood insurance (or eliminate it completely).
You can't afford to wait any longer,
so contact the professionals
today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815
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36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos
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Maintain Me
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Hello again 93636,
Lately I've heard a lot of radio commercials stating how the advertiser can
change your vehicle’s oil and filter, preform a visual inspection and get you
back on the road in less than 30 minutes.
If you went to your physician for your
annual checkup and physical, how confident would you be that your checkup
was comprehensive and accurate if you
were in and out in less than 30 minutes?
An oil change and inspection should be
your vehicle’s checkup time. It's not a
race! It's an opportunity to check the
state of health and condition of your vehicle and its systems also. The inspection
should include a test drive, active load
tests on the electrical and cooling systems as well as a comprehensive visual
inspection. The inspection should be designed to prevent break downs, educate
the customer, answer questions and communicate concerns and/or recommendations. At my NAPA AutoCare Center, we
also look at the vehicle’s history and
compare it to the manufacturer’s recommendations. We evaluate the vehicle’s
current condition, future concerns and
make recommendations accordingly. We
also preform our inspections digitally so
we can email or text a colorful detailed
report with pictures of any faults or concerns we find.
In the U.S., the average vehicle is
driven 15,000 miles per year. My recommendation is 4,000 mile service intervals. For the average vehicle that’s
3.75 times per year. It's easier to remember it as "once per season." Many manufacturers today recommend EXTENDED
maintenance and service intervals for
their vehicles. Here's why. If you have
ever purchased a new vehicle (I have
not) you will notice the estimated vehicle
maintenance and service costs for the
first 100,000 miles included on the window sticker. That information is required
by law. In order to decrease that estimate, many manufacturers have increased service intervals and deferred
costly maintenance and services until
105,000 miles. Many have eliminated
the more costly services altogether. Generally new vehicle warranties expire
after three years or 36,000 miles so there

is little or no risk for the manufacturer.
The manufacturer’s priority is to build a
vehicle that drives 100,000 miles reliably
with as little maintenance cost as possible then sell you a new one. My industry’s priority is to take your vehicle from
100,000 to 300,000 reliably and save you
the expense of purchasing that new vehicle. I question the wisdom of extended
intervals as a long term cost savings
strategy for the benefit for the consumer.
I think it's more of a short term strategy
for the benefit of the manufacturers.
GM, for example, was recommending a regular service interval for some
vehicles at 7,500 miles. They have since
revised that (not included in the original
maintenance cost estimate) to every
5,000 miles. If you are driving a GM vehicle, make sure you make that correction or you may soon be dealing with a
premature timing chain failure. Some
manufacturers, like BMW, extend all the
way to 15,000 miles for some vehicles.
With extended service intervals, many
times synthetic oils and long-life oil filters are required, not to mention the inspections that were not preformed. This
increases cost per service and the potential for failures.
Another cost benefit to regular 4,000
mile service intervals is the vehicle can
be more accurately monitored for wear
and tear so maintenance and repair costs
can be better managed. Let me give you
an example. If I see a vehicle every three
months, I may let the brake pads wear
down to 5 percent before I recommend
replacement. If I only see that vehicle
once a year, I'm inclined to recommend
replacement at 20 percent to prevent the
potential for greater damage and higher
costs. Same with belts, hoses and air and
fuel filters. Waiting can save money if
managed properly.
Consult your vehicle’s Owner’s
Manual for specific information and
maintenance schedules. Follow it, except
for a couple of recommendations from
my experience. If you drive a Ford
pickup with a Triton engine (especially
the 5.4L three valve), do not wait until
100,000 miles to replace the spark plugs.
Although they will perform fine, the
plugs can become seized in their bores
and often break coming out. If that happens you will need a special tool to extract them. Get ‘em out at 60,000. It will
save you money. If they are stuck, try
using penetrating oil and work them back
and forth. DO NOT FORCE THEM!
Take your time. Replace with Motorcraft
Spark Plugs. I also recommend you serv-

Please see HANDS on P. 10
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Senior Report

Plans for a New Year at Senior Center
What a great December it has been.
We’ve had rain and beautiful sunshine. It is
great to live here in Madera Ranchos.
The Ranchos/Hills Seniors welcomes
four new members to our group: Thomas
Baum, Jo Chase, Rita Selmon and Sheila
Marrs.
The Seniors’ Thanksgiving dinner was
a culinary delight. The turkey and gravy
(prepared by Rigo) was terrific as were the
potluck items. I had some corn pudding
which was out-of-this world.
I hope you enjoyed this year’s Christmas boutique on the first two Saturdays of
December. There were a lot of pretty things
for sale at great prices. Thank you to everyone for supporting the Center with your
saleable contributions, your buying and your
volunteering. Remember, we can always use
new merchandise for the Treasure House
and boutique.
We had a wonderful Christmas party on
Dec. 14. We had ham and potluck items and
it was a lot of fun. There were 10 tables and
10 different members provided the centerpieces. They were just beautiful with different colors and lights. The guests voted on
their favorites and first place went to Carol
Wood, second place to Nancy Palazzo and
third place to Eva McAtee. Speaking of
beautiful, the Christmas tree was just gorgeous, donated by B&D Trees and decorated by members. Thanks to you, B&D.
The highlight of the evening was a singing
program by The Mitchell Sisters (Gerri,
Celetta and Alice). These women sing professionally and are also members of Ranchos/Hills Seniors. A huge thank you from
all of us. The winner of our 50-50 is the
woman who says she never wins anything,
Shirley Tickel.
Many of the Seniors contributed to the

HANDS cont. from P. 9
ice cooling systems, automatic transmissions and gears every 100,000 to 150,000.
Do not accept manufacturer’s "No Service Needed" recommendations for those
components. All components need service
if you want them to last.
BOTTOM LINE: If your vehicle is
less than eight to 10 years old, has less
than 100,000 miles and driven responsibly, you shouldn't need much in the way
of maintenance or repairs besides tires,
brakes, brake fluid exchange, wiper
blades, oil and filters. If your vehicle is
more than 10 years old or has more than

Madera Ranchos Chamber of Commerce
drive to provide Christmas gifts to veterans
at the VA Hospital. The feeling one gets
from giving to others is almost better than
receiving yourself. It gave me a nice, warm
feeling. I know our help is appreciated.
New Year’s Eve will be celebrated at
the Center (before 12 o’clock), then New
Year 2016 will be here with the usual
monthly events. The monthly board meeting will be the first Tuesday of the month at
6:30 p.m. (Jan. 5). The monthly general
meeting has been changed to the second
Tuesday of the month at 6:30 (Jan. 12). The
planning meeting has been changed to the
fourth Tuesday of the month at 12:30 (Jan.
26). Please bring ideas for what you would
like to see happening at the center. Please
see the Newsletter for Center activities,
times, birthdays and anniversaries of members. It is available at the Center (37330
Berkshire Drive) and at business locations
throughout the Ranchos.
A fundraising luncheon is planned for
January 30 to raise funds for solar shades reinsulating the roof. We plan on a full luncheon with wonderful food and service from
members. We will be providing more information and tickets for sale shortly. Please
check at the Center, talk to a member and
read your email, if you have one, for all the
details.
If you don’t want to fix yourself lunch
and would like the companionship of eating
with others, you are invited to the Center
every Monday through Friday at 11:30. The
only requirement is that you let Joann know
you are coming the day before, calling her
before 11 a.m. on the previous lunch day at
645-4830. There is no membership requirement for this.
The Center will be closed for Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day on January 18. I hope
to see you soon.
100,000 miles, preventive service and
maintenance is very important. I own and
drive four trucks on a regular and semiregular basis. Their mileage ranges from
186,000 to 331,000 miles. Regular service and maintenance is the key and helps
avoid breakdowns while mitigating time
and costs.
Please send any comments or suggestions to the Ranchos Independent or email
me at complete_car_care@hotmail.com.
God Bless and Merry Christmas,
Warren Parr
ARD 117312 (Automotive Repair
Dealer License)
EO139887 (Smog License)

Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting
Concrete Foundations & Flatwork
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By Patti Groh

Golden Valley
Baptist Church

Celebrating the birth of Christ
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
December 24, 2015 at 6:30 p.m.
12414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos

“For unto you is born this day in the
city of David a Saviour, which is
Christ the Lord.”
Luke 2:11

Merry Christmas to the Ranchos and Beyond

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday Life Apps 6:30 p.m. • www.goldenvalleybaptistchurch.org
12/15

12414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos · 559-645-1700

Click on “Local News” at
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The Bookshelf

Reflections on the Past 12 Months
By Amanda Judd

State Contractors Lic. #961690
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CALL US!
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Got a holding tank to fill? What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want to waste your precious well water or pay PG&E to pump it?

Say you saw it in

the Ranchos Independent
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Reflecting on my past year in the
Ranchos Library, a lot has happened during these past 12 months. I have made
some really great friends. Ranchos Library has some really amazing patrons.
Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to be a part of your lives and embracing me in your (our) community.
We have brought in some really great
titles this past year. Remember that we always take donations of new bestsellers. If
you have questions about donations,
please contact the library. Please don’t
leave donations in the book drop or unattended outside of the library.
What an astounding group of volunteers the library has. These incredible individuals come in and do whatever it
takes to help keep this library looking
good and running efficiently. I am thankful for each and every one of you and
your commitment to making the Ranchos
Library the very best that it can be.
I had my first taste at Flatlander’s –
what a whirlwind. It was really some-

thing special to watch this big empty
parking lot turn into a hub of activity that
was buzzing with energy.
Our summer reading program was
extraordinary. I was amazed at the volume of participants that completed the
program. This fall it was refreshing to
see the excitement toward returning to
school and obtaining those Accelerated
Reading points.
We have such a wonderful time during
our Preschool Story Time each Thursday at
11 a.m. Thank you Mrs. Maxfield, you
make Thursday mornings an event to be
looked forward to and we appreciate you.
On an ending note, I want to thank
you all for your continued support of the
Ranchos Library. Thank you for making
our library a successful entity. Continue to
come in and check out all of the new
things that are coming through. Continue
to support the Ranchos Library through
our SHARES program, donating recycles,
donations of new best sellers, Bucks for
Books and Amazon Smiles rewards.
The Ranchos Library wishes you all a
Healthy and Happy New Year!
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The 13th Annual Chamber

Friday, March 4 • 6 p.m.
At the beautiful DANTE CLUB

No-Host Bar • Music • Auctions

Your $45 ticket includes Crab, Salad, Pasta, Bread and Dessert!
Tables of 10 are available for your Business or Group. Business Sponsorships are also available. Call for info.
Proceeds go to the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce. The Annual Crab Feed always sells out
so get your tickets early! You can get your tickets at the Chamber office, the Ranchos Independent,
Ranchos Pizza Factory or the Ranchos Café.
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Call the Chamber for more information. 645-4001
Your Chamber at Work

With the community’s
help, over 100 bags of
needed supplies for
our veterans at the
Fresno VA hospital
were collected and
distributed as the result of the Chamber’s Annual Christmas Tree lighting event. Find out how you
can be a part of this vital Ranchos group. Call 645-4001.

Be a Crab Feed “500” Sponsor

Is your business going to the Crab Feed? For $500 you get a table for
10, get to put your company banner up at the event, have your name
listed at every table, have your table introduced at the event and be
listed in the Ranchos Independent. Call 645-4001.

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at
our next meeting, always the second Wednesday of the month at 6:30
p.m. 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C. Call us at 645-4001.

Click on “Local News” at

$199 Installation
Lifetime Warranty
XMAS Clearance Pricing

431-1311
Swings ‘n Stuff

10130 HWY 41, Madera
12/15

(prices subject to change • exp. 12/23/15)

12/15

12/15
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FREE WELL cont. from P. 2
Works Director, since the October departure
of Johannes Hoevertsz, introduced himself
and invited residents to contact him with
their concerns. Norman Allinder, Planning
Director for Madera County, also introduced
himself and said, in referenced to the proposed consolidation project for VTR and
MD-10a that the, “… net effect is a better
system.”
Alvina Prakash, Engineer I with Madera
County Public Works Department, Municipal Services Division, then gave a brief summary of recent efforts by the County for the
MD-10a — VTR Consolidation Project, the
MD-10a Pipeline Replacement/Water Meter
Project and a potential project to consolidate
the Golden Valley Unified School District
(GVUSD) water system with MD-10a’s that
was also reported on in the August 2014
issue of the Ranchos Independent (“Water
Hose” Offered to MD-10a). Regarding a
MD-10a — GVUSD consolidation, she said
that since MD-10a would not be eligible for
grant funding, the County would not pursue
an application. But she had been told by the
State on Dec. 9 that if GVUSD applied, they
would be eligible for grant funding.
One Million Gallon Storage Tank off
the Table for Now
Prakash, who provided a two-page summary hand-out on the three projects, said that

Bring the whole family as we bring in
Christmas together with fun, singing and a great lesson.
Childcare provided age 2 - preschool.
37193 Avenue 12

www.The Ranchos.com

the MD-10a — VTR Consolidation Project
had gone through much iteration since its inception in June of 2014, including being
transferred from VTR to the County as the
lead agency and potentially including a 1
million gallon storage tank for the consolidated system. But, Prakash said, the State
does not currently have a program to include
such a tank. (The potential tank was previously part of an incentive program through
the California Department of Public Health,
which is no longer managing the State Revolving Fund of grant monies for infrastructure improvements). Prakash also said that
by itself, MD-10a does not qualify for grant
funding but only low-interest loan funding
because, according the U.S. Census, the Median Household Income of MD-10a residents is $75,480, which is well above
average for the State of California, and therefore cannot be classified as a disadvantaged
community based on income.
MD-10a System Status
After Prakash spoke, Kassy Chauhan,
with the State Board, introduced herself and
also quickly covered some of the history of
the State’s recent reorganization and funding
mechanism machinations, which she acknowledged were quite confusing. Chauhan
then gave a report on the status of the MD10a water system. Referring to her own two-

Please see FREE WELL on P. 14
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page hand-out, she said that her agency, the
State Board’s Division of Drinking Water,
regulates MD-10a and that it had issued a revised Water Supply Permit in November
2015, which has several special provisions
with which the County must comply, including ongoing water production monitoring of the system’s four active wells – New
Fender, Charlton, Kensington and Dublin –
to ensure that both maximum day demand
and peak hour demand, in gallons per minute
(gpm) are being met. In 2015, during Stage
3.5 water use restriction, MD-10a had a peak
hour demand of 1,481 gpm. This, she said,
was just slightly less than the system capacity, minus the highest producing well of
1,490 gpm. But, in 2014, without water use
restrictions, the peak hour demand was 2,300
gpm, far above the high well-absent system
capacity.
Chauhan gave all the background and
system details to say that, despite its new
Dublin Well, MD-10a would likely fall out
of compliance with its permit conditions
should one of the four higher-producing active wells go down. And that could result in
enforcement actions from the State such as
prohibiting further system connections or development. The simple and nearly costless
and risk-free solution, Chauhan said, was to
allow Valley Teen Ranch, with its 30 residents, to connect its upcoming new well to
the MD-10a system.
Joel Greathouse, Associate Sanitary Engineer and Region 3 Project Manager who
works for the State Board in Fresno in the
Division of Financial Assistance, answered

a question from resident Jeff McGrath to say
that the State has provisions to cover overages on what has been estimated to be a
$2,955,000 project to install a new 800 gpm
well and lay about two miles of distribution
pipe. MD-10a would not be held liable
should any overages in the projected budget
occur, he said. And while both Greathouse
and Chauhan acknowledged that the County
would need to continue to assess its rates to
ensure adequate funds to operate and maintain the water system, they said there would
be very little additional maintenance but a
great many benefits associated with a new
well.
Everyone Benefits
For Valley Teen Ranch, a facility located two miles west of the Ranchos off Avenue 12, the benefits would be having a
consistent source of clean water and no
longer being responsible for maintaining its
own water system. Considered a disadvantaged community, or DAC, VTR has been
guaranteed a new drinking water well, with
or without consolidation with MD-10a, at no
cost. According to John Adams, a resident of
the Ranchos who works at VTR, the facility
is made up of three buildings each of which
house 10 boys and contains two bathrooms,
two showers, two toilets and a dishwasher.

We do most repairs on most vehicles
We are your local NAPA AutoCare Center
Ranchos resident since 1992
Go Hawks!
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Hwy. 99 at Barstow, just east of Island Water Park
M - F 7:30 am - 5:30 pm • complete_car_care@hotmail.com

Please see FREE WELL on P. 16
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chain link • wood fence • wrought iron
privacy plus • gate operators
security windows • security doors • barbed wire

Click on “Local News” at
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• Borders
• Driveways
• Walkways
• Patios
• Pool Decks
• Large & Small Slabs
• Stamped Concrete
• Stained Concrete
Marty Owen The Concrete Guy
Marty has a passion for
creative concrete design.
Marty has been laying
concrete for 32 years and
has extensive experience
in every area of concrete,
from residential to
commercial.
Licensed & Bonded SCL#991137

Embrace What?
You know the warning printed on your
car’s side-view mirror: “Objects in the mirror are closer than they appear?” Well, I
think our calendars should come with a December warning: “Dates on the calendar are
closer than they appear.”
I know this is nothing new. It sneaks up
on us every year — but really. Where did October and November go? Here we are getting
very close to Christmas and some are getting
very close to crashing. Before you crash, may
I recommend something that may help save
your sanity? Embrace imperfection!
Which is better — to relax with your
company when they arrive, or to have spotless blinds and baseboards with you frantically getting ready at the last minute? Which
is better — to have your gifts wrapped and
ready a week before Christmas, or fighting
the crowds still looking for the “perfect” gift
on Christmas Eve? When perfection is the
goal it slows and sometimes even stops
progress. We don’t realize that we can control the pressure and reduce the stress simply
by embracing imperfection.
If you’re preparing for company, make
a short list of the non-negotiables — the
stuff you feel absolutely needs to be done.
Such as: De-clutter the living room; clean
the guest bath and kitchen; and prepare the
table and food. Schedule specific times for
the tasks you’ve deemed essential. Consider
done is better than perfect. I can almost
guarantee no one will be putting a white
glove on your blinds or baseboards.
Don’t be afraid to temporarily hide a
mess. Yes, I said it. If de-cluttering the living

room means cluttering a closet, laundry
room or bedroom, do it and close the door.
Of course I don’t recommend you leaving
it that way indefinitely, but the holidays
mean extra stuff like bags and bows and
boxes of decorations that we didn’t have
time to get to. Remember, we’re not going
for the perfect house award; we just want to
enjoy our family and friends, so let it go.
Get others involved. I know the saying,
“If you want something done right, do it
yourself,” but I’ll let you in on a little secret
— you can’t do it all, at least not with a
good attitude. Believe me, I’ve tried. I’m
preaching to myself when I say, “Delegate.”
The kids can vacuum and dust, or if
you have a cleaning service, don’t clean
after they’re done (I know some of you do).
Maybe someone else can make Grandma’s
pecan pie recipe this year, or just send out an
email and have people sign up to bring what
they want. Make a list of last minute things
that need to be done so that as your guests
arrive you’re prepared to enlist their help.
Maybe the forks won’t be positioned perfectly by the plates, but remember our new
mantra — done is better than perfect.
Same with gift giving: Most of us would
prefer sharing a Christmas celebration with
a loved one who didn’t arrive home exhausted at midnight Christmas Eve because
they were still searching for the “perfect” gift.
If you have that perfectionist tendency, consider giving a gift card with a coupon for a
shopping day with you. That way you know
they’ll get what they want and you can be
part of it without all the stress. Or give them
the gift of peace and productivity – an Organized by Choice gift certificate.
When it comes down to it, there is really only one perfect gift. It’s a one-size-fitsall. “For God so loved the world that He
gave His one and only Son … thanks be to
God for His indescribable gift!” Merry
Christmas!
Contact Organized by Choice (because
things don’t always fall into place) at P.O.
Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729, call 559-8713314 or email info@organizedbychoice.com.
You can also visit their website at www.
organizedbychoice.com.

MERRY CHRISTMAS
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From Our Family To Yours!

www.The Ranchos.com

Thank You
for making our
1st YEAR
so successful!

645-8918
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VTR has no plans to build, expand, accept
new residents or to begin irrigating, he said.
Therefore, they would need only about 10
percent of the capacity of a new 800 gpm
well.
For MD-10a, the benefits of consolidating with VTR would include a new well, a
25 percent increase in system capacity and
increasing the buffer for risking an exceedance of maximum day demand and peak
hour demand and any associated penalties or
enforcement by the State. An additional benefit for MD-10a, Chauhan said, would be to
have funds earmarked for a new system well
available for other purposes.
Supervisor Frazier said that the MD-10a
residents would soon vote, according to
Proposition 218 procedure, in a simple election as to whether or not to accept the State’s
offer of a free well in conjunction with consolidating with VTR. The steps prior include
a further analysis on the best location for the
well and also a rate analysis for operations
and management and capital improvements.
After the studies are done, a notice will go
out and voting will be conducted 45 days
thereafter. Both County and State representatives at the meeting agreed that all of this
could happen as quickly as in three-month’s
time.
Some residents at the meeting remained
skeptical and concerned about the State’s
offer. Although Frazier said, as he had in October during the two meetings he held for
residents of MD-10a, which were reported
on in the October issue of the Ranchos Independent (MD-10a Ratepayers get a “do-

over”) that there will have to be a rate increase regardless, Seth Thomas, a Ranchos
resident present at the Dec. 9 meeting expressed concern that his fellow MD-10a
ratepayers would not accept a rate increase
together with consolidation with VTR, even
if the two things were not related.
Chuck LaRue, another Ranchos resident, expressed a great deal of concern about
the County, due to a high attrition rate of its
employees, the current state of the MD-10a
system and budget, and the relative newness
of the current County employees involved.
LaRue asked the State representatives if they
could provide some kind of guarantee in
writing and also urged them to thoroughly
analyze the pros and cons of installing a new
well at the VTR site versus within the current MD-10a assessment boundary where up
to six lots previously earmarked for wells remain available.
In response, Greathouse and Chauhan
said that the State would ensure that only
qualified contractors with adequate insurance and performance bonds would be used,
the State would oversee the expenditure of
funds and that a new well would be an insurance policy in and of itself for MD-10a,
adding the State would consider installing
the well in the Ranchos. Another Ranchos
resident, Linda Bresee, said that she had attended many such meetings in the past for
MD-10a, none of which had accomplished
anything and would like a summary of the
meeting. Chauhan responded by saying the
benefit of the project is an insurance policy
of additional capacity with little or no risk —

Want to reduce stress? Increase Energy?
Lose weight? Regain health?
NEW CLASSES ARE FORMING NOW!

• Yoga • Zumba • Core Conditioning
• Bodyweight Conditioning • Mobility • Boot Camp

559-416-8531
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37167 Ave. 12 #4A • Madera Ranchos

One Week FREE Membership

with this coupon or mention this ad • expires 1/31/20163

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

Please see FREE WELL on P. 17

My Gift to You this Holiday
ALL Doterra oil is now on sale until
December 31. You can get them at
my cost. Contact me TODAY.
Hurry -- these great deals won’t last long!

Foster Parents Needed

LIC. #107206625

1945 N. Helm, Suite 101
Fresno, CA 93727

We are looking for nurturing and loving homes
for children placed in foster care. We provide
support, training and reimbursement to our
foster families. For more details, please contact
Michelle at (559) 222-5437.

12/15

(559) 222-5437

NOW is the BEST TIME to try
Doterra products and save $$$

www.transitionschildrensservices.org

Doterra Certified Pure Therapeutic Grade Essential Oils
can improve your health, increase your energy, fight viruses and so much more.

Call me to find out how these oils can help you!

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE
674-1663
23338 Ave. 14
Madera

Tina Shannon

call645-4948 or 430-7131

Independent Product Consultant

Call Tina TODAY
to get YOUR all-natural
On Guard products.

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976
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www.mydoterra.com/tinashannon

12/15

Click on “Local News” at

WE’RE ON THE WEB!

Visit the Ranchos’ own Website. Get fully downloadable
back issues of the Ranchos Independent (beginning with
April 2006). Learn how you can add your
Ranchos-area business to this site!
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www.theRanchos.com

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

PISTORESI

AMBULANCE

Wishes You the

Safest and Happy Holiday Possible!
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Remember ... If You’re Going to Do This ...

... Don’t Drink and Drive!
Remember to Call a Cab or Designate a Driver!
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the only risk being the possibility of a slight
increase in operations and management cost.
Also in summary, John Adams of VTR characterized the project as getting “another
horse to pull the cart.” Supervisor Frazier
then said, “With a pebble added to the cart.”
In closing, Chauhan said, “Hope to see you
at the Proposition 218 hearing.”
(Editor’s Note: The MD-10a Ratepay-

LETTERS cont. from P. 4
rected to build out Liberty High School
and Ranchos Middle School. This option is closing quickly and we need to
act NOW if we want to preserve this
chance. According to my mentor, Doc
Buchanan, it takes 2,400 students to
generate the revenue needed for a comprehensive high school.
I'd like to explain the Clovis
Model, if I may. Each module (there
are five) has one four-year high school
(2,400 students) supported by one twoyear middle school (1,200 students)
and six elementary schools (600 students each). When a module is full,
7,200 students, they start a new one.
Here’s how the Buchanan/Clovis model
works: Each elementary school has six
grades with 100 students in each grade.
Every year 600 sixth graders graduate
to the middle school. The middle
school has two grades, 7th and 8th,
each with 600 students. Each year the
middle school graduates 600 students
to the high school. The high school has
600 students in each grade for a total of
2,400 students. If 2,400 students at one
school sounds like a lot, we can modify the model but it won't be a comprehensive high school. We would have to
financially supplement the district if

ers get a “do-over” story in October’s issue
of the Ranchos Independent contained an
error on page 3 in stating that Engineer I
Alvina Prakash gave an update about the
Liberty Village Development Project. In fact,
former Public Works Director Hoevertsz and
Deputy Public Works Director Jared Carter
summarized that project at the two October
meetings, respectively. Any questions about
the Liberty Village Shopping Center should
be directed to the Planning Department at
675-7821.)
the goal is comprehensive schools.
The third way is to utilize the district revenue we already receive more
efficiently. At present, 85 percent of the
district’s revenue is spent for labor
costs. If we can decrease our labor cost
as a percentage of budget by 10 percent,
for example, that would free $1.4 million per year at present levels. If we can
supplement that with available grant
money, I think we can create many real,
new opportunities for our students while
keeping our school enrollments low.
The fourth option I see is any combination of the three. I think I can support any of the four options if it's the
community’s choice. The only option I
cannot support is DOING NOTHING.
93636, if you know of another or
better way to bring CVT and/or other
opportunities to GVUSD, please take
the time to write a Letter to the Editor
and explain. I'd like to start a community dialog concerning this topic with
the intent of advancing the ball. I'm
looking for suggestions and advice. Any
help is appreciated. If anyone would
like to contact me directly, please email
me at complete_car_care@hotmail.com.
God Bless 93636
Warren Parr
Madera Ranchos
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Real Estate

Alteration Services

Fair prices. Call 416-2585.

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®

Madlin's Alterations - 45 years experience - Tailoring, repairs and
leathers. Fast service. NEW ADDRESS & PHONE NUMBER:
36027 Ruth Ave. Call 559-645-4583.

Painting Services

Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:

Painting Services - 40 years of
experience.
Licensed.
Frank
Kramer Exteriors. Lic. #273099.
Call 645-4113.

Child Care
Recyclables Pick Up
Child Care - Susan Ryan Day Care.
Newborn to 5 years old. Licensed. Call
661-4725 or 706-0424.

Chimney Sweep
Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy - 28
years experience. Wood Stove inserts,
pellet stoves and fireplaces. Also clean
dryer vents. REMEMBER THINK
SAFETY, BURN SAFELY! Call 559908-9332.

Construction
New construction, remodels, room additions, barns and patios. Call 559-9704476.

For Sale
Firewood - Seasoned Almond firewood. Round or
split.
Call
259-7122
or
645-5523.
N i g h t Vi s i o n A d d re s s S i g n s –
Homes - Mobile Homes - Condos Apartments - Curbs - Businesses Agriculture - Call Stephen at
559-477-7098.

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECYCLABLE PICKUP - KIDS 4 RECYCLING offers pickup of all
recyclable materials including paper,
plastic, glass, aluminum and cardboard. Call Diana at 999-6832 or
645-1048, Funds support Ranchos
community organizations and schools.

www.davidparker.info
Property Management we can rent your home:

www.parker-properties.info
A Ranchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top
12/15
dollar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109

Your Ranchos Home Sold
Guaranteed
Or I’ll buy it for cash*
NO Gimmicks! Order a Free Report on my exclusive
Guaranteed Sale Program, by visiting:

www.TomsGuaranteeSale.com

Tractor/Trenching Services
BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Rototilling
- Mowing - Scraping - Stump Grinding Roll-off Bins. Call John at 908-1066.
TractorWork - House Pads, lot leveling, driveways, trenching, concrete work and underground utilities installed. Call 559-970-4476.

Window Cleaning Services
Most windows $5 inside/out Screen, track, sills included. Remove
hard water stain on home windows,
shower doors and car windows. Cobweb

Tom Thayer, Broker
Real Estate Professionals
License #01105315

For FREE Recorded Message Call:
1-866-254 -3814 ID#1072
Or you can call me direct at: 559-706-3820
Not a solicitation of active listings

*Seller and Tom must agree on price and closing date.

removal too. Fully insured. Call Nick
at 285-1723. Free estimates. Ask about
our SENIOR DISCOUNT!

TO ADVERTISE
in the Ranchos Independent
CALL 645-0634

Want to Buy
or Sell a Home?
Ask about our

FREE

home
warranty
program.

We Have
PreApproved
Buyers!

Gutter Services

Call Today!

The Gutter Doctor specializing in
both continuous and standard rain
gutters. General Contractor - Repair Maintenance. 32 years working in the area. Call 559-822-2759.

Maria
Fotopoulos - Cercone
Office • 559-645-1212
Cell • 559-250-6740
maria@ossrealtor.com
Ranchos resident for over 30 years!

Housecleaning
12/15

Housecleaning - Get ready for the
holidays. Call Linda or Staci at
559-458-3248.
Housecleaning Service - Have your
house spring-cleaned all year long.
Experienced, Responsible, Honest.

12/15

Classified

DRE Lic. #01454566

©2015 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Click on “Local News” at
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Real Estate
Nancy Watson
12/15

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs.
12/15

LIZ KUCHINSKI, CDPE, CRS, GRI, SFR
Realtor, Century 21 C. Watson • DRE Lic. #01263332
“Have a most wonderful Christmas and a
Happy New Year with your loved ones.
My sincere thanks and appreciation to
my clients, old and new.”

12/15

Century 21 C.Watson
7520 North Palm • Fresno

Liz

Direct: (559) 364-1000 • Fax: (559) 440-7608
liz@LizKuchinski.com • www.LizSellingHomes.com

We’re SOLD ...
On Neighbors
Like You!
12/15

645-5000
www.nancywatson.net

We couldn’t have asked for a finer community
with which to do business. May your home be blessed with
contentment, prosperity and joy this holiday season.

Jerry Eddings, Realtors
From the staf f at:

435-1890 or 645-1890

37144 Ave. 12, Ste. 102 • Madera Ranchos
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Let us celebrate Christ’s birth, give thanks for His death, rejoice in
His resurrection and share in His eternal peace. May the Prince of
Peace bring joy to all your Christmas celebrations.

Continental Realty
431-7060 or 645-5450
36875 Ave. 12, Madera Ranchos
Say you saw it in

www.The Ranchos.com
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Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory
PAINTING CONTRACTOR
TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS
ROOFING

General & Custom
Auto Service
& Repairs

Lic. #899496
• DRILLING • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK •
• efficient • reliable • cost-effective call Beau

559-301-1613

sin
1970ce

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS
All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders
Sales & Leasing

822-4500

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113
TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER

Jo-De DRILLING

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

LIC. #273099

HIGH QUALITY
Notary in the GATE
SYSTEMS
Ranchos!

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos
www.jhsanders.com

Mobile Notary and
Loan Document Signing

Daytime • Evening • Weekends

& TRACTOR SERVICE
Call Gina
Covering
at 559-289-3401
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley
email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

HARDPAN DRILLING

674-7770

Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties

WHAT CAN YOU GET FOR $25?
How about 10,000
Ranchos residents each month who
look at Business Directory ads?

The Ranchos Independent

559-454-8060
call for
FREE ESTIMATE!

• Clean Up
• Monthly Service

Tree pruning, shaping & trimming
Tree Cabling • Tree removal

559-347-8408 • www.cvhtc.com
Fully Insured • 8+ Years Experience • Trained Arborist

Brannon’s
A/C & Heating

• Preseason Service
• Emergency Repair
• New Installations
• Water Heaters
• Senior Discounts

559-706-1368

(559) 645-0634

Lic. #961690

CRONIN MARINE
LIC. #837274

E
SINC80
19

Interior & Exterior
Specializing in
Repaints

559-662-0336
559-438-8260
Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification
Locally owned
and operated!

s
Rancheont
Resid

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Accoustical Removal
Color Matching

ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR
INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

Mitchell L. Vick
Lic. #563698

• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •

559-970-4635

mlvconst@gmail.com

+ A/C SERVICE

Ranchos
Auto Repair
& Chuck’s Transmission

645-1977 645-4475
Since
1964

Housekeeping
& Cleaning
by Rosalia

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance
Weekly & monthly service

repair

We clean empty
houses, offices &
rentals. Clean
windows & water
spots. Painting
services inside
& out. We haul
anything and do small repairs.

559-514-9816
559-718-9941

B&M

Auto & Truck Parts
Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

559-363-1851

we also have P.O. BOXES available
ranchosbarbershop@yahoo.com

Marion Pool
Service & Repair
• Weekly Service
• Equipment
• Supplies
• Residential
• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial
• Locally Owned
251-2514 351-1605 645-4799
cell after 5 p.m.
office

Click on “Local News” at
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Business Directory

JEAN BRINER

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

Today!

The Ranchos Independent
(559) 645-0634

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) At this time you might want to resist that otherwise admirable Aries
penchant for getting to the heart of a matter quickly. Keep in mind that a delicate situation calls for patience.
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Your aspects favor more diplomacy and fewer direct confrontations
when dealing with a relationship problem. Avoiding hurt feelings can help in your search for the truth.

ADS

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Positive aspects are strong this week. Although you might still have
to deal with some problems caused by a recent period of turmoil, importantly you are making progress.

LOGOS
PR

MARKETING

645-0634

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) A family matter could benefit from your counsel. But don't come
into it unless invited, and don't stay if you feel uneasy. Just remember to reassure one and all that you'll
be there for them.
LEO (July 23 toAugust 22) As the truth about an ongoing situation emerges, you could find that you were
right to defer judgment before you had all the facts. Now would be a good time to move on to other matters.
V I R G O ( A u g u s t 2 3 t o S e p t e m b e r 2 2 ) Your plans to take control of a personal situation
because you feel you are best qualified could create resentment. Best to hear what everyone else
involved in the matter has to say about it.
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Uncovering some surprising background facts about that
ongoing personal matter could make you reconsider the extent of your involvement. A neutral family
member offers advice.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Religious or spiritual themes start to dominate your aspect
this week. This can serve as a counterweight to the mounting effects of the season's growing
commercialization.
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SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Taking on that recent challenge impressed
a lot of important decision-makers. Meanwhile, proceed with your holiday plans, and don't forget to
include you-know-who in them.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Disagreeing with an opinion you can't accept could
be dicey, and your motives might be questioned. Best to wait to mount a challenge until you have
support for your position.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Getting involved in helping others in this increasingly
hectic period not only makes the generous Aquarian feel good, but you could also gain a more
substantive benefit from your actions.
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) The Piscean way of thinking clearly and objectively helps you
resolve a complex situation without creating any ill will. Don't be surprised if your counsel is requested
on another matter.

Born this Week

You have a way of persuading people to look at the positive
possibilities that make up any choices they might face.
(c) 2015 King Features Synd., Inc.
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TRIVIA TEST

By Fifi Rodriguez

Answers
1. "From Here to Eternity"
2. Building containing an indoor
swimming pool
3. Thomas Edison
4. Cu (Latin "cuprum")
5. Captain Nemo
6. Rupert Holmes
7. Mount Mitchell, North Carolina
8. BMW
9. Orange
10. Zucchini

(c) 2015 King Features Synd., Inc.

1. MOVIES: What was the 1953 film for
which Frank Sinatra received a Best
Supporting Actor Oscar?
2. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What is a
natatorium?
3. FAMOUS QUOTATIONS: Who once
said, "I have not failed. I've just found
10,000 ways that won't work"?
4. CHEMISTRY: What is the symbol for
the element copper?
5. LITERATURE: What was the name of
the captain in Jules Verne's "Twenty
Thousand Leagues Under the Sea"?
6. MUSIC: What pop artist had a No. 1 hit
with "Escape (The Pina Colada Song)"?
7. GEOGRAPHY: What is the highest
point in the United States east of the
Mississippi River?
8. AD SLOGAN: What company's product
was featured in ads with the slogan "the
ultimate driving machine"?
9. FOOD & DRINK: What flavor is the
liqueur Cointreau?
10. LANGUAGE: What is a courgette?

(c) 2015 King Features Synd., Inc.

Click on “Local News” at

Super Crossword
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