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The five candidates vying for Madera County’s District 1 Supervisor position, (from left) Ray Krause,
Mona Diaz, Gary Johns, Rochelle Noblett and Brett Frazier, answered questions and met with
voters at the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce’s Candidates’ Forum held at Ranchos Middle
School on Monday, April 7.
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Local Scouts lead the annual parade
down Avenue 12 on Saturday, May 10.
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Firefighters sit helpless as a lack of
water and personnel causes a
Ranchos home, within
walking distance
of Station 19,
to burn.
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Champs Again as Hawks Threepeat

By Randy Bailey

The Liberty High HawksVarsity foot-
ball team re-wrote the record books Friday,
Dec. 5 at Hawks stadium when they com-
peted in and won their third Valley Cham-
pionship in a row to cap off a perfect,
undefeated season.

After winning the Central Section Di-
vision V Championship in 2012 and then
again in 2013, the Hawks weremoved up a
division to the tougher Division IV and on
a cold December night brought out their

“A” game to defeat the number 2 seeded
CentralValley Christian fromVisalia, 24-6.

The victory gave the Hawks a season
record of 14 victories and no losses. But
this season it was not just the victories that
told opponents who theHawkswere, it was
the sheer numbers that the team put on the
board that snapped heads back. The hawks
amassed 639 points this season and only al-
lowed their opponents 154. That means the
Hawks scored four points for every one
their opponents scored. We’re talking
games like Mendota, 55-7, and Sierra,

55-0. Firebaugh was 70-6 and the ultimate
crusher was Yosemite, 83-7.

Quarterback Zach Richey threw for over
1,100 yards while running backWadeWallace
ran for 1,211 yards and Richie Brandt ran just
shy of 900. Logan Pierce was the go-to man
on passes with 296 yards, followed by Howe,
Wallace and Castenada, all right around 175
yards.

On defense both CJ Cambra and Hunter
Gray recorded over 90 tackles each, with Gray
short of 100 by one tackle. Richie Brandt was
the sack king with 56.

James Hernandez was a kicking ma-
chine, kicking off the ball 101 times for 5,595
yards. He also hit 72 of 78 extra point attempts
and four out of 10 field goals, making him the
third highest scorer on the team afterWallace
and Brandt.

The only scary thing about next year is
that of the 51 players on this year’s squad, 29
are seniors. But insiders are not too worried.
The JuniorVarsity this year went 10-0 and the
Ranchos Youth Football players coming in
from the 8th grade went on to a playoff game
as well.

Congratulations, boys. You earned it.

Photo by Tyler Takeda

DublinWell/February •Up
until the story about the County’s
well it was drilling on Dublin in

the northeast corner of the Madera Ran-
chos we thoughtwe had a water problem;
when the Dublin story came out we knew
we had a problem. The Ranchos’ inade-
quate water system, non-existant sewer
system, County and oversight committee
bungles ... Dublin was the flashpoint.

New Water Source/Sep-
tember • This story is incredible

because of what a non-story it continues to
be.With all the crying aboutRanchoswater,
here comes a reputable entity representing a
water source that can be made available to
theRanchosequalling10 times thecommu-
nityneeds; thedetails justneed tobeworked
out. To date, I have gotten one comment on
the story.Amazing.

Who Uses the Most
Water?/August • Water was

the dominant theme in 2014. Six of 12
cover stories were about water. In this
issue we actually broke down where the
water was going and who the heavy users
were.Much to the discomfort ofmany, the
finger pointed to agriculture and the ex-
cessive amounts of water necessary for
producing food -- many times more than
used by homes. Eye opening.

ZeroWater--TheFarmers’
Side/October • An absolutely

exceptional article written by nationally ac-
claimed writerAlan Heathcock. This piece
told the story from the farmers’perspective
and how that misplaced use of California
water by environmentalists and politicians
was systematically driving farmers out of
business and returning theSan JoaquinVal-
ley toapristine ... desert. If you readnoother
stories I strongly recommend this one.

Vulcan - Austin
Quarry/July • As if we did-

n’t have enough on our plates with our
water situation, in July we learned that
everything appeared full steam ahead
for a proposed rock quarry at Highway
145 and Highway 41 by Vulcan Materi-
als, the company that runs the quarry on
the Fresno side of the San Joaquin
River. Ears were perked up.

Please see TOP on P. 15
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2014 •Top
Ranchos Stories

ffrroomm  tthhee  ppaaggeess  ooff  tthhee  RRaanncchhooss  IInnddeeppeennddeenntt

By Karen Petryna

Back in July, the Ranchos Independent reported on a possible
new granite quarry, to be called the Austin Quarry, which was then
at the stage of having its Revised Draft Environmental Impact Re-
port (RDEIR) prepared. Envisioned to be located at the southeast
corner of Highways 145 and 41, the Austin Quarry would blast
and truck out 2.5 million tons of rock every year as
soon as it reached full operation. If the
Project goes ahead, at the end of 100
years it will have created a 258-acre hole
400 feet deep.

Today, thanks to incoming District 1
Supervisor Brett Frazier, who requested it,
the Project’s RDEIR, or Impact Report for
short, released in October, is undergoing an
extended comment period, ending Jan. 5,
2015. During the comment period any member
of the public may submit questions or com-
ments to the County about the Quarry and its po-
tential impacts to its surroundings (see contact
information at end of article). Because of its size
and the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA), the Austin Quarry Project must undergo a
series of evaluations before it can go ahead.

Large Projects Frequently Trigger Lawsuits
Lawsuits were recently waged against a similar project, the

Madera Ranch Quarry, by an organization called the Madera
Oversight Coalition (MOC), headed by Bruce Gray. Despite ap-
proval of that project’s report of impacts by the Madera County’s
Planning Department and Board of Supervisors, Gray and his
neighbors were not satisfied the Madera Quarry, now located just
a few miles north of the proposed Austin Quarry on Road 209,

was being held accountable for the impacts its operations might
cause to its surroundings including reducing the availability of
groundwater. After its owners agreed to a program to monitor
groundwater impacts and completely mitigate them, MOC ended
legal proceedings to oppose the Madera Quarry. Subsequently,

after MOC documented and reported excessive
safety hazards associated with trucking rock off
site, the County shut the Madera Quarry down,
pending road improvements. Permitted to mine
900,000 tons of aggregate a year for 50 years, it
currently remains shut down.

Now undergoing part of the CEQA
process, the Austin Quarry Project’s Impact
Report will be labeled Final when all of the
public questions and comments have been
addressed and incorporated. The circulating
version of the Impact Report is also labeled
Revised because it is the second draft ver-
sion, which was originally distributed in
August of 2012. At that time, after pub-
lic questions and comments were re-

ceived, Vulcan Materials Company, the Project
owner, elected to rescind and revise the draft impact report.

Therefore no responses to the public comments were ever made.
The Project’s new Impact Report, which is about 3,000 pages

long, was prepared at Vulcan’s expense. The old and new draft re-
ports together cost Vulcan well over half a million dollars, and
that figure does not include what Vulcan paid experts to evaluate
the potential impacts of the Project. According to the County, po-
tentially significant impacts from the Project include, in alpha-
betical order, aesthetics (natural beauty), air quality, biological and

Does the Madera Ranchos NeedAnother Rock Quarry?

Please see QUARRY on P. 14
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OPEN LATEMON-SUN
FOR WORKINGPEOPLELIKE YOU!12/14

3VFeed.com • facebook.com/3VFeed • Quality & Customer Service is Our Motto • 3VFeed.com
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Current Hay Prices per Bale
Orchard Grass (Oregon hay)......................................
Timothy Grass (Oregon hay).......................................
Forage Hay (heavy bales) .........................................
Oat Hay (heavy bales) .................................................
Alfalfa ...................................................................
Wheat Hay ...........................................................
Straw .....................................................................

$21.99
$18.99
$16.99
$16.49
$15.65 (and up)
$13.99 (and up)
$ 7.49

3V Feed is your premier hay supplier of Alfalfa,
Orchard Grass, Oat Hay, Timothy Hay, Wheat

Hay, Sudan Grass, Straw and others!

$89.95
12’ Horse

Corral Panels

GREEN ONLY

$389
ALFALFA
CUBESNo-Climb Horse Fence

$119.95
48” X 100’

15% OFF

(All hay prices per bale and subject to change)

Summer Hours: Monday-Saturday 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.; Sunday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Madera Ranchos We are YOUR Store!

Poultry Supplies
$29.99
Diamond Dog Food

BEEF & RICE

ALL Fly Spray Items

per ton

$16.99
80 LB. bag

Lay Pellet

$8.75
50 LB. bag

HenScratch

do you want HEAT or ASH?
Simply

the BEST
wood

pellets
made!per ton when you

buy
a ton or more

$299
only

When it’s COLD outside,
Golden Fire Pellets
make a DIFFERENCE!

Don’t forget - you still get 2% CASH BACK on
ALL of your purchases. Who else does that?

all prices exp. 1/31/15
except where noted and

are subject to change

Petmaster
MAINTENANCE DOG FOOD

$16.99
per 40 LB. bag

PRODUCTS AT 3-V FEE
D!

BUY ALL OF YOURMerry Christmas & Happy NewYear

to all of our great 3-V Feed cus-

tomers. Thanks for last year and al-

lowing us to provide you the best

service in the feed industry. And

thank you for being such loyal cus-

tomers.We’d like to give you a gift of

2% cash back on ALL of your pur-

chases. Come by today and sign up

for your 3-V Feed Rewards Card.

Thanks again, 3-V Feed

By Christi McKinney

Madera Ranchos resident Merle
Anderson, 93, was honored by the
Madera County Board of Supervisors
with a proclamation for his many
years of service to the community.
Supervisor Rick Farinelli read the
proclamation commending Anderson,

a 28-year resident of Madera for his
work on the Madera Ranchos Water
Oversight Committee, the Madera
Ranchos Library Committee, the
Madera County Election Board, the
Fresno-Madera County Agency for
the Aging and the Madera County
Courthouse Park Committee. Ander-
son has also been active in many

community organizations including
the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the
American Legion, the Lions Club, the
Madera Masonic Lodge, the Madera
Ranchos Senior Center and the
Madera Ranchos Flatlanders Parade
Committee.

Ranchos Resident Honored by Madera Supervisors

Merle Anderson, left, and his son Rodger
try out Merle’s new bench at Courthouse ParkPlease see MERLE on P. 16
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WIN FREE PROPANE!

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________
Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2015. Delivery must be by August 31, 2015.

Must be a Valley Propane customer.

WIN 125 GALLONS OF PROPANE

MMAAIILL  TTOO::  VVaalllleeyy  PPrrooppaannee  ••  3377222211  AAvvee..  1122  ##11DD
MMaaddeerraa,,  CCAA  9933663366
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Letters
Dear Editor:

My name is Barbara Menton. I read your
powerful article on the water situation. I am not
online so I would not have caught the “Zero” ar-
ticle [Zero Water: The Farmers’ Side of the Story
– Oct. 2014]. It made me sad, mad and ashamed
of how politics can be manipulated. Is it all right
with you for me to photocopy the whole article
and send it to Governor Brown?

Barbara Menton
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:
We need this quarry [Vulcan Material’s

Austin Quarry planned for Highway 145 and
Highway 41] to keep expenses down on the cost
of delivering rock, sand and gravel from out of
town quarries. Our roads, houses, schools and
shopping centers come from rock quarries.
Madera Oversight Coalition sounds like environ-
mentalists to me, talking about smog coming from
trucks and tractors and ruining our water and air.
Everybody that came to the meeting came by
smog-creating cars because I did not see any
horses or bicycles in the parking lot. They talk
about trucks tearing up the roads but those trucks
pay a lot of taxes to use those roads. Without
trucks, tractors and rock quarries we would be
driving on dirt roads.

Rock quarries have been around Fresno for
years and have not caused any problems that I
know of. They create a place for wildlife to live.
My thought is that Vulcan does not have to dig 400
feet down; they can stay above the water table and
the hole they dig will create a ponding basin or
recharge system. 

Now, to go to our water supply, I have lived
here for years and our water table has done noth-
ing but go down. Sooner or later we will have to
get our water from the lake or river and that is why
we need Temperance Flat Dam instead of high-
speed rail.

Did you ever try drinking a bullet train?

Lee Ohannesian
Madera Ranchos

P.S. – Nobody from Vulcan Materials was at
this meeting to defend themselves, to tell how their
operation works, how they recycle water to wash
the rock and sand or how they will slope banks
and level it out when they close down their oper-
ation. L.O.

Dear Editor:
At the Madera Ranchos MD-10A final Over-

sight Committee meeting held at the Middle School
on Nov. 19, 2014, Manuel Nevarez announced to
the attending rate payers of MD-10A that he did not

have to be involved in choosing the new water com-
mittee members from the applicants. He was leav-
ing and Brett Frazier could go over these
applications and choose the members of the new
committee for MD-10A under the Brown Act.

After Dec. 1, 2014 Manuel Nevarez at-
tempted to install the seven members that he had
tried to install on Oct. 24, 2014 when he was chal-
lenged at the Board of Supervisors’ meeting re-
sulting in these applications and selection of a new
committee to represent the rate payers of MD-
10A. As sitting Supervisor for District One he did
install four of the former members making the ma-
jority of the seven members. The old oversight
committee, who self-appointed themselves during
Frank Bigelow’s time as Supervisor of District
One, had one written job description and that was
to inform and educate the 980 rate payers of MD-
10A. Since the vast majority of those 980 rate pay-
ers had no knowledge of the existence of this
oversight committee, let alone the deals they were
approving on behalf of MD-10A rate payers, I
would say that the old committee failed miserably
in their only written job description. Why install
the same people for a NEW committee that is al-
legedly to represent these 980 rate payers of MD-
10A? Who is Manuel Nevarez representing by
these actions?

For the last 11 months Manuel Nevarez has
misrepresented items on the Dublin Drive Well
Project while spending MD-10A rate payers’ fees
on what now is reported to be a $2.5 million mu-
nicipal well for MD-10A. This well is outside of
the service area for MD-10A. Future litigation that
MD-10A rate payers are obligated to pay to these
disadvantaged private well owners in the affected
area of the Dublin Drive Well area are yet to be
acknowledged by Madera County employees.

Rate payers of MD-10A: Pay attention to
how your money is being spent by the Madera
County Board of Supervisors acting as Board of
Directors for MD-10A expenditures and account-
ing. $2.5 million is a ridiculous amount for you to
pay for one municipal well, no storage tanks and
future litigation liability.

How does it feel to be a source of income for
these people?

Chuck La Rue
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:
Ranchos Residents may have seen in No-

vember flyers with applications from Madera
County for those residents who were interested in
becoming a part of the new MD-10A Water Sys-
tem Committee (WSC) placed in the Ranchos in
various places by a group of MD-10A members
who wanted to get the word out regarding the ap-
plications. These flyers explained why the appli-

Please see LETTERS on P. 7
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By Randy Bailey

Well, here’s a message you’ve seen
annually from me every December: It’s
our anniversary. This year we’re 10
years old.

It was in December of 2004 that I
acquired the Ranchos Independent.
You’ve all heard the story: A partner and
I bought it from Bill Bell, who was dying
from cancer. By St. Patrick’s Day of
2005 Bill was gone, but the Ranchos still
had a newspaper. A few years later the
partner was gone (she moved to Wash-
ington state), but the Ranchos still had a
newspaper. Over the last 10 years a lot
of things have happened, but through it
all the Ranchos still has a newspaper.

Now, to both of my liberal readers
out there, I know it’s been about 10
years too many. Thankfully, I hear often
enough from our other readers about
how much they love “our little paper,”
and that keeps me motivated.

After 10 years there are still a few
things that I just haven’t been able to
shake. On a semi-regular basis I get
people inquiring about a story they saw
in the “Ranchos News.” Or I get press
releases sent to the “Ranchos News.” I
wasn’t in a particularly good mood one
day when I received an email wonder-
ing if they could get an article into the
“Ranchos News.” I responded that I as-
sumed so … if the “Ranchos News” was
anything like the Ranchos Independent,

they’d probably welcome a breaking
news story or announcement of interest
to the people of the Ranchos. But since
I had never heard of the “Ranchos
News” or where it was published or
who owned it, I couldn’t really say. I
ended by saying I hoped to see the
“Ranchos News” someday; it sounded
like a great publication.

The other thing: Unsigned letters
never see the light of day. I have ex-
plained that if you want your name with-
held I will honor that as long as I can
verify it’s you that’s sending it. I actu-
ally talked to a nice lady on the phone
once who wanted to send a letter to the
editor and we talked a bit about the sub-
ject matter. I then explained that it had
to be signed and she said she fully un-
derstood. A few days later a letter ar-
rived on the EXACT subject she and I
had talked about, hitting all of the points
she was making to me on the phone that
day. I read it then looked at the bottom
and it was indeed signed – by Anne O.
Nemous. Very funny. Funniest piece of
trash I ever threw away. Ten years later
and they still don’t catch on.

Oh well.
I really considered changing up the

paper after 10 years. I radically changed
it when I took over 10 years ago. Went
from a “broadsheet” (like the Fresno
Bee or Madera Tribune) to a “tab” con-
figuration that you’re reading right now
– more compact, easier to handle and

Ten Years ... Just Like That

“Optimism comes
less easily
today, not

because
democracy is

less vigorous,
but because

democracy's
enemies have
refined their

instruments of
repression.”

Editorial

read. I went completely digital with my
files for the printer, which made the
paper immeasurably easier to read and
made pictures brighter and clearer. I
added color, comics and columnists, all
mixed in with the latest news in the
Ranchos, because my focus all these
years has been the Ranchos. For pur-
poses of the Ranchos Independent, I
could care less what’s going on in
Fresno or Clovis or Madera unless it has
a direct impact on the Ranchos. That
hasn’t changed.

I told a friend about thinking about
changing up the layout of the paper and
he said, “If it ain’t broke, why fix it?”

I agree.
There are some changes on the hori-

zon for the Ranchos and I’m not really
sure how they’re going to play out, but
through it all I know one thing: The
Ranchos will still have a newspaper.

Thanks for 10 years. Let’s get to
work on the next 10.
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A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
• Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

The Bookshelf

By Kalani Torres

Beginning in January, 2015 the Ran-
chos Library will be under new manage-
ment. I will be transferring to Madera
County Library and there will be a new
manager, Amanda Judd, who will be out
here to help take care of this wonderful
branch. I hope you will welcome her just
like you welcomed me a few years back.
This is such an amazing place to work. I
will be sad to leave what has become my
lovely little library. I would like to leave
you with some thoughts that I hope will en-
courage you.

Sometimes, life gives you something
that you never really thought you wanted
but is actually what you need. I have found
myself in this type of situation twice in the
last few years. The first time, I got a part-
time job at the library which turned into a
mostly full time job in a matter of a few
months. I didn’t expect it but I took it on in
all its glory and did my best to make this a
great place for the community. I had no idea
what it would become to me or what it
would teach me. I can’t even put into words
what I am taking away from all of this. The
life lessons I am coming away with are ir-
replaceable, as well as the professional
skills I have acquired. Not a lot of people
my age have this kind of experience under
their belt. For that I am extremely grateful.

The second time life handed me some-
thing I didn’t think I wanted was a few
weeks ago when I found out I would be
leaving this library. To be honest, it hurt a
little just thinking about having to leave.
But the more I thought about it the more I
realized this was the perfect time for me to

move on. It was life nudging me saying,
“Now is the time!” I think so many times
in life we get stuck in our comfort zone and
think about and plan for what we want to
do. Yet we never go out and do it. This is
my chance to have no excuses and start
doing things I’ve wanted to do for a while.

So, three years ago I started working a
few hours a week at the Ranchos Library; it
turned into so much more than just a job.
And now as I move on to the next phase of
my life, I would like to say thank you to all
the people that havemade this such an amaz-
ing experience.Thank you tomyvolunteers,
to allmy homeschooling families, tomy reg-
ulars, to the boys next door, to the coffee
shop across the street, the rice bowl and all
the rest of the friends I have made. You are
all so amazing and Iwillmiss you all so very
deeply. All of you have made my life better
in some way. Huge thank you to the Friends
of the Ranchos Library:You are some of the
greatest people I have ever worked with and
it has been an honor. I’ll miss you all.

P.S. – I will help with Flatlander’s one
last time.

As always, I wish you happy readings.

Surprise!GoodbyeRanchosLibrary

The Madera Ranchos Library
37167 Ave. 12

645-1214
Sunday and Monday Closed

Tuesday 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday

11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Friday and Saturday

11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
www.MaderaCountyLibrary.org

call

664455--PPEETTSS
to make your grooming appointments now

12/14
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37221 Ave. 12 #1C
in the Maywood Center in the Madera Ranchos
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You can do it yourself or have the
pros at Madera Glass & Mirror
take care of your window repairs.

Madera Glass & Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980’s. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

Gotbrokenscreens?MaderaGlass
& Mirror has the expertise to make
quick work of any screen repair.

Glass for picture frames is a spe-
cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
a broken one or complete a project.

Self-Help Legal Document Assistant
•

12/14

Madera County LDA Reg. 2010001R • Exp. 8/10/16

Judith L. Locatelli
Legal Document Assistant • Notary Public

“I am not an attorney. I can only provide
self-help services at your specific direction.”

Estate Planning • Family Law
... and more

New Location
by Appointment Only

559-395-4640 office • 559-908-4600 cell
www. JudysLegalDocumentService.Com
36141 Ave. 12 #109 • Madera, CA • 93636

•

MMeerrrryy  CChhrriissttmmaassaannddHHaappppyy  NNeeww  YYeeaarr

Judy’s Legal Document
Service

Ranchos Dental Care & Orthodontics

www.ranchosdental.net

12/14

559-645-5320

37144 Ave. 12, Suite 104
Madera Ranchos

Matthew Pia, D.D.S.

“like”
us on 

We now
deliver to the

Ranchos,
Bonnadelle &
Rolling Hills

areas.12
/1
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cation process was instituted by the county, ini-
tially pushed mostly in part by one very concerned
MD-10A rate payer.

The applications were created by the county
after a group of concerned MD-10A rate payers
attended a Board of Supervisors’ (BOS) meeting
after reading on the BOS agenda for that week that
they planned to officially appoint the existing self-
appointed water committee. This appointment was
spearheaded by District One's appointed Supervi-
sor, Manual Nevarez without any input from
members of MD-10A.

That appointment was then deferred, which
was also a request by those concerned citizens to
allow an application process that included mem-
bers of MD-10A who wanted to become involved,
and to also allow the District 1 Supervisor Elect
Brett Frazier, along with Supervisor Nevarez, to
have input in the selection process. Initially that se-
lection of a new committee had fallen only to Su-
pervisor Nevarez, by his own request.

Supervisor Nevarez had made it very clear to
anyone who would listen that he favored installing
all members of the old water committee, because
he thought they were worthy of representing MD-
10A rate payers. He refused to listen to comments
when brought to his attention, echoed by the vast
majority of the community. Comments such as:
"Who are these people?"; "Who appointed them
to represent us?"; "Why don't we know who they
are?"; "How long have they had meetings with the
county, without most of us knowing anything of
these meetings?"; "We need a new committee to
represent us."; "Why wasn't information regarding
these meetings sent to us?"

After all of the applications were submitted
by the deadline of Nov. 25, somehow there was a
thought that possibly there would be an all-new
committee; certainly a thought that the applica-
tions would be carefully screened and new appli-
cants would be chosen and given the opportunity
to represent MD-10A.

But much to the chagrin of these concerned
citizens of MD-10A – who had pushed so hard for
a new committee – in the end four members of the

old water committee had been chosen and only
three of the new applicants. A request was sent to
the county to view the applications of the individ-
uals who had applied. What was found was that
some applicants with far more qualifications to be-
come a member of the new WSC were not even
considered by the selectors. And the selection of
the four individuals from the old self-appointed
water committee was clearly an act with bias in-
tent, carried out with an agenda that if Supervisor
Nevarez didn't like you, you would not be chosen
regardless of your qualifications. The handling of
these applications also made a mockery of the ap-
plication process.

Once again, a request has been made to the
county to put in place an all new committee, to
take on the issues that have plagued MD-10A for
a very long time. This so-called water committee
has failed in the past to disseminate any type of in-
formation to the MD-10A community members
gleaned from county officials or staff during these
meetings, both public and private. [An all-new
committee] that is not afraid to speak up when hard
issues arise and question Madera County on its de-
cision making, as regards MD-10A; something
that has not been achieved in the past. One that will
work for the whole betterment of MD-10A. 

Recently it has also been requested that if this
placement of a new committee can't be achieved
with fairness and equity by Madera County, then it
should be put to a vote by MD-10A rate payers to
decide who they would like on a new WSC to rep-
resent them. This last request was made in October
at a BOS meeting, but obviously fell on deaf ears.

I hope that we are not getting comfortable
with this new rainfall and start to forget where we
were in Stage 4 Water Conservation as we await
the Dublin Well to go online in April, 2015 as
promised by the county. Or that we are plagued
with a sewer system that threatens the very water
that we drink. We need to stay focused on the ac-
tivities of Madera County as they relate to our
livelihoods – not just the MD-10A community, but
the entire Ranchos Community as a whole.

Linda Bresee
Madera Ranchos

LETTERS cont. from P. 4
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Thanksgiving is over for another
year, all the leftovers are gone and it
is time to think about Christmas and
New Year’s. Will it be beef, ham,
turkey or pork? I know a family that
doesn’t fix a big dinner on Christ-
mas. After all the gifts are un-
wrapped, they fix a big breakfast and
spend the afternoon visiting with
family and friends that can’t get out.
Then it is sandwiches and snacks in
the afternoon.

Someone was in the office the
other day and said he was going to
visit a family that doesn’t cook din-
ner on Christmas and wanted to take
a couple of snack food dishes with
him. So I put on my thinking cap and
came up with a few that I know and
like. Be sure to take simple things,
you don’t have to be elaborate. I can
remember as a kid my grandmother
always having a bowl of sugared
walnuts on the table. This is her
recipe

Sugared Walnuts
1 C sugar
7 T milk
Boil 4 minutes and pour over 2

or 3 cups of walnuts. Pour onto a pan
that has been covered with wax
paper. Let cool and break into bite
size pieces.

Or my mom would always have
a bowl of almonds. You can do these
two different ways, either with the
hulls on or off the almonds. If you
have kids, they can help you take the
hulls off the almonds, however you
will probably have almonds all over
the kitchen as I remember we did.
Put whatever amount of almonds you
are going to toast in boiling water
for just a minute or two and this will
loosen the hulls. Put them in cool
water so they are easy to handle.
With a gentle push the hull should
come right off, or if the kids are
“helping” they can squirt the almond
meat out of the hull. Let the almonds
dry completely.

In a frying pan, heat enough oil
to cover the bottom of the pan. Pour
in the dried almonds and stirring
until they are browned and crisp.
With a slotted spoon, remove al-
monds from pan onto paper towel
lined baking sheet and sprinkle with
salt while they are still hot.

One of my all-time favorites is
the Seven Layer dip. I don’t know
why they call it seven layers because

it is more than seven. When I make
it, I usually use a large cookie sheet,
but you can use any flat plate or plat-
ter or cookie sheet, depending on the
amount you want to make. The quan-
tities in parentheses are the amount I
use – you use whatever you need.

Seven Layer Dip
Refried Beans (2 or 3 cans)
Sour cream (small container)
Guacamole (small container)
Chopped Ortega chilies –

Drained. (2 small cans)
Lettuce – shredded (enough to

cover)
Tomatoes – Chopped – (2 or 3,

depending on size)
Green Onions – Chopped – (1 or

2 onions) Optional
Sliced Olives (1 or 2 of the little

cans)
Cheese – Shredded – Cheddar,

Mexican mix, or even pepper jack.
On your serving plate layer the

beans, top with the sour cream, gua-
camole, sprinkle on the chilies, and
then cover the layers with the let-
tuce. Sprinkle on the tomatoes, green
onions, olives and the cheese. Serve
with tortilla chips.

My niece Rachael serves a dip
that is yummy and usually goes fast.

Rachael’s Spinach Dip
1 Box (10 oz.) frozen chopped

spinach, cooked, cooled and
squeezed dry.

1 container (16 oz.) Sour Cream
1 C mayonnaise
1 pkg. Knorr vegetable mix
2 or 3 ribs of celery, chopped
2 or 3 green onions chopped (op-

tional)
1 loaf French bread
Combine all ingredients except

bread and chill for at least 2 hours.
Cut the top off the bread and hollow
out, saving the cut out bread to use
for dipping. When ready to serve,
put chilled dip in hollowed bread
loaf and serve with the reserved
bread that has been cut into bite size
pieces. When the dip is gone, cut up
the “bowl” and eat it.

How about a tray of pinwheels –
easy to make, and delicious

by Jean Briner

Holiday Snacking

Please see RECIPE on P. 15

GRAVEL • FILL DIRT • WATER TRUCK
call Vincent DeAnda at 645-8800 or cell 284-0824
Lic. #863054 • M.B.E. • 37647 Verde Ave. Madera

12
/1
4

CA #441782

www.chadstrucking.com ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •
HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •

LANDSCAPEMATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •
HUMUS •
BARK •
CHIPS •

RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •

COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •

CONSTRUCTIONCLEANUP •559-645-5363
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

12
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4

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

12/14 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TTIIRREEDD  OOFF  PPAAYYIINNGG
FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at

$10 OFF

559-908-9332

straight chimneys
woodburning stoves

$20 OFF
inserts - pellet stoves

dryer vents

Is YOUR Chimney Safe?THINK SAFETY
BURN SAFELY

27 years experience

Paul the
Chimney Sweep

Guy
call today!

12/14
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Pricey vs. Priceless Gifts

Weneed to spend a littlemore time thinking
criticallyaboutwhatwereceiveforChristmas.Yes,
Isaidreceive.Thatmaysoundselfish,buthearme

out.Whatcriteriadoyouusetojudgethegiftsyou
receive.“Judge”maysoundalittleharsh,butcer-
tainly there are some gifts that warm our hearts
more than others. Thinking about what’s mean-
ingfultousonthereceivingendcandriveourgiv-
ing tomoremeaningful gifts forothers.

Is it the amount of money someone else
spent or the number of giftswe receive or how
much space we’re going to need to store it?
Maybe, if it’s aBMW,but in general that’s not
the criteria that creates cheerful receivers.

Of course there are times when a shirt or
sweater, toy or trinket can be meaningful too,
but sinceyou’re reading this organizing article,
I’m thinking you’re open to somemeaningful,
clutter-free andmaybe less expensivegift ideas
this Christmas.

Food. It’s obviously clutter-free since it’s

consumable, but I think it has value beyond in
that eating is often an activitywe sharewith our
loved ones. Cookie mix, hot cocoa mix, jam,
canned goods, soup mix, muffin mix—there’s
anendless listof recipesavailableforgifts ina jar
(search online – “gifts in a jar”). For dry goods
consider using a re-sealable bag so there’s no jar
ormug todealwithwhen it’sgone. If you’renot
that crafty, purchase some local nuts and dried
fruit, specialty coffeeor tea, or anythingcovered
indarkchocolate.Thegiftwillbeenjoyedbythe
recipient andmost likely shared.

We all enjoy a night off from cooking.
Create a gift certificate with three menu
choices and dates for your recipient to choose
fromand then bring dinner over on the agreed
date (in disposable containers). If youwant to
go bigger, you can give a meal-a-month and

quarterly deliver three frozen entrees. If cook-
ing isn’t your thing, a gift card to a favorite
restaurant is also a good choice.

Activities.Lunch ‘nLabor is thebest ofboth
worlds – an activity and food. My sister and I
started this a fewyears ago.Our gift to eachother
is a day set aside to do a project (that’s more fun
with two)andthengoout to lunch.Weeachget to
chooseaday,aprojectandarestaurant.We’vedone
everythingfromcleaninglightfixturesandashed,
tocreating recipebindersandorganizingpictures.

You might choose a different activity for
you and your recipient to share (that’s not so
much work):Amovie, shopping day, round of
golf, or a day trip to the mountains. Having a
choiceofdateson thecertificatewillhelpbothof

Please see ORGANIZED on P. 13
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If I haven’t said it enough lately, I will
say it again: I love this time of year. I love
the cold weather, the warm beverages, the
lights and the colors. It sparks such a deep
sense of joy inside me that is unmatched
during any other season. But, as I sit in the
middle of my own personal winter won-
derland, staring at my beautiful lighted
tree, surrounded by all the trinkets of
Christmas, I am both uplifted and a little
melancholy. I miss my family, those who
live far away and those who have passed
on. With all the happiness this season
brings me, there is always a little sadness
that follows with it.

Even surrounded by garland and
snow and giant Christmas bows, gazing at
my beautifully carved nativity scene, I am
brought to tears by the memory of those
who aren’t here. Christmas is a time for
love and family, and mine is far away. My
parents live in another state, most of my
grandparents have passed, and the ex-
tended family I have all live in a different
part of the state. I love the season, but it
comes at a price.

It fills me with sorrow that my parents
live more than 500 miles away and I only
get to see them a couple of times a year. I
miss them every day, but during this time
of year the ache to be near them hangs a
little heavier on my heart. In this day and
age, it’s great to have options like video
chat which can at least give you the illu-
sion of closeness, but being inundated with
images of happy, hugging families, today’s
technology just isn’t the same as being in
the same house, gathered around the same
tree, being warmed by the same fire.

My Nana, who we lost last year, was
a Christmas fanatic. Her Christmas tree
was so intricately decorated that it would
take her days to get it just right, and you
couldn’t help unless you agreed to comply
with her rules. Every branch had orna-
ments, which were dispersed evenly by
color, and it was covered in tinsel from tip
to trunk. She was a stickler, but the end re-
sult was the most beautiful tree I have ever
seen. She had a very handmade, family
heirloom style of decorating. Some of the
pieces she put out every year were made
by her own grandmother. She had cro-
cheted figurines of Santa and his wife, an-
tique reindeer and snowmen were
scattered throughout her house, and she
even had an old set of candles shaped like
Santa and friends that were never burned
so we could enjoy them year after year. It
felt like the spirit of the Landers-Wolfe
women surrounded us every Christmas.
One of my most cherished pieces is a Mr.

and Mrs. Claus set that has been in my
family as far back as anyone can remem-
ber. They are old, and delicate, and some-
times I think if I breathe wrong they will
disintegrate in front of my eyes, but I put
them in a place of honor every year, espe-
cially now that my Nana is gone, so I can
feel her presence in my home every time
I look at them.

My Grammy, who has been gone for
nearly four years now, had a more classic
style of decorating. Many of her pieces
were store bought, and it all seemed to fit
together perfectly even if it was not a set.
My favorite from her collection was the
Christmas village. It looked like some-
thing out of a Dickens novel mixed with a
little Thomas Kincaid. She would lay out
a blanket of the sparkling, fake snow and
set up each piece like she was erecting her
own miniature town, so quaint and beau-
tiful. She also had these little glass dishes
filled with Hershey’s holiday kisses on her
end tables. I don’t know how she man-
aged to always keep them full, she must
have had a secret stash somewhere in her
garage because no matter how many times
all her grandchildren would dip their
hands in to get a piece of chocolate she
never ran out. I don’t have much from my
Grammy, but I do have a couple of trees
from her village collection and have
started my own little town, complete with
a sparkling blanket of snow. I also have
the glass dishes, and as an homage to my
Grammy, they are full of red, green and
silver Hershey’s kisses, just like she al-
ways did.

I love having these memories sur-
round me at this time of year. It’s not only
a piece of my own personal history, it’s a
piece of people who loved Christmas as
much as I do. I feel like it is a connection
between the generations, a link to my
loved ones who have passed and a way to
carry on their legacy. It’s a bittersweet
feeling that may bring a tear to my eye but
at the same time brings a smile to my lips
because I know they are watching over
me, and will remain a part of me, at
Christmas and always.

Ghosts of Christmas Past

Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting

Concrete Foundations & Flatwork 12
/1
4
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Dr. Rene Brewer and her staff want to help
your furry kids feel better and stay that way.

Remember to PLEASE
spay and neuter

10266 Hwy. 41
Madera, CA
Mon - Fri 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

visit our New location!

Ave. 10

Valley View
Veterinary Hospital
10266 Hwy. 41
Madera, CA

Children
’s Blvd.

Ave. 12
Hwy. 41

Frontage Road

Lane’s
Bridge Dr.

N

41

X

Certified Veterinary
Acupuncturist
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The community sign welcoming peo-
ple to the Ranchos has been selected. The
Eagle Scout project of the Ranchos’ Harri-
son Caetano is moving into its next phase
and Harrison is looking for help with the
community project.

Design #3 (at left) won with 73 percent
of the votes and construction is expected to
begin in January of 2015. Land has already
been donated and the Golden Valley Cham-
ber of Commerce has entered in to an
agreement to maintain the welcome sign.
Final details are being wrapped up at this
time. If anyone is interested in helping
Scout Harrison Caetano, please send offers
of time, money or materials to welcometo
theranchos@gmail.com. At present, the

materials wish list and quantities necessary
are as follows (Harrison will need double
the quantities listed for two signs):

Concrete Unit Masonry: Standard
8x8x16 CMU, approximately 80 square
feet.

Reinforcement/CMU: #4 bar, approx-
imately 120 linear feet plus mortar.

Grout/Reinforcement: 1 cubic yard.
Thin Stone Veneer: 180 square feet

plus 30 linear feet corners, plus mortar.
Concrete Foundation: 3.0 cubic

yards.
Sign Logo: The sign logo is an ellipse

shape,approximately36 inchesx18 inches in3-
D,multi-layered (4-5 layers)¼ inch sheet steel,
aluminumor othermaterial. Two required.

Ranchos Sign of the Times Phase II
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Community Guidebook
After a 5-year wait, and a few

production hold ups, the Golden
Valley Chamber of Commerce’s
NEW Community Guidebook is
going to be included in next
month’s Ranchos Independent. It
is an invaluable resource that offers

a listing of Ranchos businesses, Golden
ValleyChamberofCommercemembersandfascinating
information about the Ranchos. Look for it!

Be a Crab Feed “500” Sponsor

Is your business going to the Crab Feed? For $500 you get a table
for 10, get to put your company banner up at the event, have your name
listed at every table, have your table introduced at the event and be
listed in the Ranchos Independent. Call 645-4001.

Friday,March 6 • 6 p.m.

At the beautiful DANTECLUB
No-Host Bar •Dancing •Auctions

Your $45 ticket includes Crab, Salad, Pasta, Bread andDessert!
Tables of 10 are available for your Business or Group. Business Sponsorships are also available. Call for info.

Proceeds go to the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce. TheAnnual CrabFeed always sells out
so get your tickets early! You can get your tickets at the Chamber office, theRanchos Independent,

Ranchos PizzaFactory or theRanchos Café. 12/14

The 12thAnnualChamber

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you
at our next meeting, always the second Wednesday of the month at
6:30 p.m. 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C. Call us at 645-4001.

Call the Chamber for more information. 645-4001
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• Highest quality
synthetic grass on
the market

• Maintenance free -
Full 8 year
warranty

• Family owned and
Valley focused

4947 E. Dakota Ave. #102 • Fresno

www.SGWFresno.com

Synthetic Grass
Warehouse Fresno

559-347-9965

(California Turf Warehouse is now)
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you follow through with the plan and give you
somethingtolookforwardtobeyondtheholidays.

If kids or grandkids are on your list, con-
sider age appropriate activities that you can do
with them, or to give them certificates for their
families toenjoy:Amembership to thezoooran
aquarium, tickets to a sports event, or bowling.

A true gift of sacrifice is finding an activity
that your spousewould love to do and then sign-
ingupbothofyou:Danceorcookingclasses,sea-
son sports tickets, golf lessons, etc.

Service.Oneverymemorablegiftwaswhen
a friend came and planted flowers in our front
flowerbed (that was back in the day when we
could water our yards). A gift of service —
babysitting, window washing, decorating for or
un-decorating Christmas, etc. can warm some-
one’sheart. Justmakesure to followthroughand
set a date to accomplish the deed.

I guarantee that the memory of an activity
experiencedtogetheroraservicedoneoutof love
and sacrifice will outlive the memory of the
sweater you get on sale.

Christmas blessings to you and yours.

Contact Brenda McElroy at Organized by
Choice (because things don’t always fall into
place) at P.O. Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729,
559-871-3314, or email at info@organized
bychoice.com. www.organizedbychoice.com
is her website.

ORGANIZED cont. from P. 9
Page 13
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Where can you get

in the Ranchos?

PERSONAL TRAINING • MOBILITY CLASSES
“EAT RIGHT FOR YOUR BLOOD TYPE” PROGRAMS
SMALLGROUP TRAINING •BODYWEIGHT TRAINING

37167 Ave. 12 #4A • Madera Ranchos
559-416-8531

OneWeek FREE Membership
with this coupon or mention this ad • expires 12-31-2014

12/14

12/14
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MERRY CHRISTMAS
From Our Family To Yours!

Thank You
for your support
throughout
the year

645-8918
12/14

cultural resources (everything will be
blasted), geology and soils, (the creation of)
hazards and hazardous materials, (the degra-
dation of) hydrology and water quality,
(more) noise and traffic, and (the degrada-
tion of) transportation (facilities, i.e., roads).

Extensive List and Scope
of Potential Impacts

Members of the public who are inter-
ested in the scope of the Project’s impacts
can get a copy of the 3,000-page Impact Re-
port from the County for $100 according to
the Notice ofAvailability, which the County
posted in the Madera Tribune. It may also
be available on the County website, though
they are not required to provide it there, Tre-
ber, the County’s Project Manager, said.Al-
ternatively, those interested can review any
or all of four relatively short reports pre-
pared by experts hired by MOC to evaluate
Vulcan’s Austin Quarry Project’s impacts.

The Austin Quarry Briefing Book (6
pages), Economics Report (20 pages), Noise
Report (32 pages), and Water Report (11
pages of text and 8 figures) are available at
a website MOC created called
www.NoAustinQuarry.org. Information
from theWater Report was presented at sev-
eral community meetings sponsored by
MOC and held in Coarsegold, Oakhurst and
the Ranchos’ Liberty High School in No-
vember and December.

At the last meeting, held Dec. 4 at Lib-
erty High School, co-author of the Water
Report by Todd Groundwater, Senior Hy-
drologist GusYates was asked about the dis-

crepancy between Vulcan’s groundwater
consultant’s opinion that the quarry pit will
eventually leak 90 acre-feet of water annu-
ally and his firm’s opinion that it might leak
as much as 4,000 acre-feet annually. Yates
said it was due to Vulcan’s consultant only
considering the groundwater that would
enter the pit from its down gradient (mean-
ing downhill, water-wise) side. He said that
in both this estimation and also in describing
the pit ultimately becoming a large percola-
tion basin after it is no longer in use, Vul-
can’s consultant was ignoring physical law
in that groundwater always flows down and
from all sides into a hole that goes beneath
the groundwater table (the top of the
groundwater surface level underground). He
added this is basis of how a groundwater
well works and went on to say that if the
Austin Quarry is deepened below the
groundwater table, currently just a few
dozen feet underground in that area, it will
function as a giant well, pulling groundwa-
ter into it from miles around, especially if it
is continuously dewatered, as it must be, for
quarry operations.

Questions for Vulcan
Materials Company

In an effort to present both sides for this
story, the following sampling of questions,
raised in MOC’s experts’ reports were
among those recently posed to Vulcan’s
Manager of Projects & External Affairs,
Barbara Goodrich-Welk:

• Does Vulcan plan to supplant or re-
place existing and projected local aggregate

Please see QUARRY on P. 16

QUARRY cont. from P. 2
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Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“WeAre Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & SantaAna

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIETWORLD MEDICALGROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!
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Doterra Certified Pure Therapeutic Grade Essential Oils
can improve your health, increase your energy, fight viruses and so much more.

Call me to find out how these oils can help you!
Tina Shannon

Independent Product Consultant

www.mydoterra.com/tinashannon

12/14

My Gift to You this Holiday

NOW is the BEST TIME to try
Doterra products and save $$$

ALL Doterra oil is now on sale until
December 31. You can get them at

my cost. Contact me TODAY.
Hurry -- these great deals won’t last long!

645-4948 or 430-7131call

Call Tina TODAY
to get YOUR all-natural
On Guard products.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
December 24, 2014 at 6:30 p.m.

Golden Valley
Baptist Church

Merry Christmas to the Ranchos and Beyond

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
12414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos · 559-645-1700

Mansel Trimble is the pastor at Golden Valley Baptist Church. Come say “hello” to Mansel.

12/14

Pinwheels
1 (8 oz.) Pkg. cream cheese
1 (16 oz.) sour cream
1 pkg. ranch dip (dry)
1 lb. sliced deli meat (ham, turkey, beef)
8 large flour tortillas
In large bowl mix together cream

cheese, sour cream, and dry ranch dip
mix. Beat until smooth. Spread a thin
layer of mix on each tortilla. Top with
layer of deli meat. Roll each tortilla
up tightly and wrap with plastic wrap.
Refrigerate until ready to serve. When
ready to serve, cut each roll into ¾- to
1-inch slices. Place on serving platter.
Using a serrated knife is helpful.

If you don’t want to go to the

trouble of making an appetizer, go to
the produce department and buy a va-
riety of vegetables to be eaten raw –
broccoli, carrots, celery, cucumber,
zucchini and cherry tomatoes. While
you are in the store, buy a can of
black olives and a container of ranch
dressing. Wash and slice the vegeta-
bles into serving sizes, place on a
platter with the drained olives and
pour the dressing into a bowl and you
have a wonderful appetizer.

There you have some sugges-
tions. Regardless of what you serve
for dinner or snacks, I pray that each
of you and your family have a blessed
and Merry Christmas and the happiest
and most prosperous New Year.

God bless us all!

RECIPE cont. from P. 8

TOP cont. from P. 2
Gateway Village Begins/March • After years -- and I mean years -- of
sitting on the corner of Avenue 12 and Highway 41 covered by olive trees, all
of sudden things started to happen. Sold by Castle & Cooke to a Fresno invest-

ment group, trees were ripped out and land movers started moving land. It caught sev-
eral folks off guard when something actually begian happeming.

6

MD-10AChanges/November •As a result of the public awareness of theRan-
chos’water system, itswater district,MD-10A, cameunder increased scrutiny. In this
article written byKaren Petryna,MD-10Awas broken down, explained and possible

beneficial future scenarios were laid out. But when you mix in an exiting part-time Supervi-
sor with a newly elected one starting in January, there’s still time for things to go wrong.

Burning House/June • This story was not only sad but prophetic. As the
Ranchos’water situation worsened, people wondered how bad it could actually
get, and then, on a day in June, we found out. Within walking distance of our

beloved Station 19 fire station, a house caught on fire and virtually burned to the ground.
There wasn’t enough water or personnel to handle the situation. A warning?

7

8

Freelance DemoWork/May • In what was truly one of the strangest stories
I have ever seen in the Ranchos, a man had a mini-excavator and was doing some
demo work around a property in the Bonadelle Ranchos. Taking down chain link

fences, demolishing an old mobile home ... only problemwas none of the property was his.
And to top it off it appeared the excavator was stolen from somewhere in Madera.Wild.

Election/April • 2014 was an election year and although the general election
wasn’t until November, therewere somany candidates running for seemingly every-
thing that the primary took on a new importance. In this issue each candidate was

given free rein to state their case and why we should vote for them. We ended up picking
Mona Diaz and Brent Frazier for District 1 Supervisor, which Frazier ultimately won.

9

10
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Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent
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Got a holding tank to fill?What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want towaste your preciouswell water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!
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JointMuscle Repair • Fibromyalgia • SportsMassagecall
or

text 559-332-3313 • 36733Ave.12
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demand currently being handled by other
quarries?

• Does Vulcan have any response to the
discrepancy between its consultant's esti-
mates that 90 acre-feet of water will be con-
sumed annually vs. MOC's consultant’s
estimates that 4,000 acre-feet of water will
be consumed annually?

• Would Vulcan be willing to install a
network of groundwater monitoring wells
down gradient of the 258-acre project to ac-
curately assess the effects of excavation and
dewatering operations on groundwater on a
continual basis so that, regardless of whose
consultant’s projections turn out to be more
accurate, the actual situation can be moni-
tored and addressed on an ongoing basis?

• Would Vulcan be willing to com-
pletely mitigate any negative impact to
down gradient groundwater identified by an
ongoing groundwater monitoring program?

• How much does Vulcan estimate the
property values and resultant taxes of all the
properties within a 5-mile radius of the
Austin Quarry Project will be reduced?

Is Another Quarry Needed?
In addition, Goodrich-Welk was asked,

“Granite Construction recently decided not
to pursue its proposed Hildreth Creek
Quarry project, just two miles north of the
proposed Austin Quarry Project, due to a
lack of economic incentive. The Madera
Ranch Quarry, less than five miles north, is
currently shut down for the same reason.
Why does Vulcan believe Southeast Madera
needs another quarry?”

In response to the above as well as addi-
tional questions posed by the Ranchos Inde-
pendent, Goodrich-Welk said Vulcan, as a
matter of practice, does not respond to ques-
tions during public comment periods for their
draft impact reports so as not to sway the
(County Board of) Supervisors. She also pro-

vided the following information in writing.
Vulcan’s Statement

Vulcan Materials recognizes the im-
portance of the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) and supports its goal
to ensure that complete technical and ad-
ministrative information is available for re-
view and comment by the decision makers
and the public. As part of the CEQA
process, the County of Madera and its
CEQA consultant, Benchmark Resources,
have prepared the RDEIR. The RDEIR is a
County document.

Vulcan Materials is confident that the
County and its consultant have provided a
thorough and accurate review of the techni-
cal and administrative attributes of the proj-
ect in the RDEIR. As the lead governmental
agency for Madera County, the County of
Madera is required to review and respond to
all comments and to publish its responses in
the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Through the comment period, any
questions the Ranchos Independent may
have regarding theAustin Quarry Project or
the RDEIR should be directed to the County
of Madera. In the meantime, Vulcan Mate-
rials has published a comprehensive website
that details the project description and ben-
efits at www.austinquarry.com.

Addressing Your Concerns
If you have any questions or comments

about the proposed Austin Quarry Project,
please submit them toMatthewTreber, Sen-
ior Madera County Planner, via email, reg-
ular mail or hand delivery by the extended
public comment deadline of Jan. 5, 2015. If
not typewritten, please ensure your writing
is legible. Treber’s addresses are as follows:

Matt Treber
C/OMaderaCountyBoardofSupervisors
200 West 4th Street
Madera, California 93637
Email: Matthew.Treber@madera-

county.com

QUARRY cont. from P. 14
Page 16

Tom Kidwell, outgoing Madera
County Assessor and Chairman of the
Courthouse Park Restoration Committee,
announced the unveiling of a plaque
which will be placed on a new bench at
Courthouse Park in Madera to perma-
nently memorialize Anderson’s contribu-
tions to Madera County. Anderson, a
recent widower resigned as Treasurer of
the Courthouse Park Restoration Com-

mittee for personal reasons. Kidwell said,
“Anderson has made a tremendous im-
pact on this County and he will certainly
be missed.”

Anderson was touched by the ges-
ture. He thanked everyone who helped
to make this happen and said it was an
honor. Then he introduced his son
Rodger Anderson to everyone before
heading out to the park to decide
where he’d like his bench to be lo-
cated.

MERLE cont. from P. 3
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SeniorsAnnounceNewBoard for2015
Senior Report

OnMonday,Dec.8, themembersofRan-
chos/Hills Seniors celebrated their annual
Christmas Dinner, catered by the Ranchos
Café.The newofficers for 2015were installed
and the new officers for the 2015 Board are:
President -EthelHansen;VicePresident -Ver-
laineElinburg;Secretary -NancyKoontz;Cor-
respondence Secretary - Patti Groh; Treasurer
- Shirley Tickel; Assistant Treasurer - Diane
Maxfield; Board of Directors are Ruth Baker,
Bonnie Elia, Eva McAtee, Caroline Reeves,
Josephine Turner and past president Debbie
Farr. The installation was followed by enter-
tainment of beautiful singing by the Mitchell
Sisters making it a festive, special night of joy
and peace.

The year is almost over.The seniors have
worked hard organizing our usual fundraisers
and launching a few additional events. These
events brought in revenue tomaintain the cen-
ter and supplied fun during the year celebrat-
ing the different special days of American
traditions.Assoonaswewouldget throughone
function or party there would be another one
right behind it. Who said that retirement was
going to be boring? Life as a member of the
Ranchos/HillsSeniors is rewardingandabusy
one.

Merle Anderson, an original member of
the Ranchos/Hills Seniors, has been presented
with the followingPROCLAMATIONfor his
service tohis community. Itwaspresentedand
signed by the Madera County Supervisors
Manual Nevarez, District 1; David Rogers,
District 2; Rick Farinelli, District 3; Max Ro-
driguez, District 4; and TomWheeler, District
5. It stated: THEREFORE, BE IT PRO-
CLAIMED, the Board of Supervisors of the
County of Madera, State of California, do
hereby recognize MerleAnderson for his dis-
tinguishedservice tohiscommunity.TheCities
ofMaderaandFresno,CountiesofMaderaand
Fresno and California Senate andAssembly,
with his retirement from the Madera County
CourthouseParkCommittee, theCommittee is
dedicating a bench at the Courthouse Park to

MerleAnderson as a lasting monument to his
life and service. Merle has lived in Madera
County for28years.Hewasanactivemember
of thecommunity, servingon theMaderaRan-
chos Water Oversight Committee, Madera
Ranchos Library Committee, Madera County
Elections Board, Madera County Courthouse
Park Committee and the Fresno-MaderaArea
Agency forAging.Hewasalsoactive inmany
local organizations which included the Veter-
ansofForeignWars,AmericanLegion,Break-
fast Lions Club, Madera Masonic Lodge,
Madera Ranchos Flatlanders Parade and the
MaderaRanchos/Hills Seniors.

At theRanchos/HillsSeniorCenter,Merle
published themonthly newsletter and the sen-
ior roster. He coordinated the Brown Bag dis-
tribution to themembers andwas instrumental
in the early stagesof the computers at theCen-
ter.Atmeetings,healwaysmadeusfollowpro-
cedure. During the last year, he has had some
setbacks because of the “night of his winter”
(please readmy last article) but he is backwith
us again. He has not given up and is back vol-
unteeringhis timemakingnamebadges for the
new Ranchos/Hills Senior members and he
will probablybe sitting at theBrownBag table
giving out food to the seniors.

TheDepartmentofHealthcomesperiod-
ically to the Center for free checkups. For re-
ferrals to medical providers and community
services, the contact number is 675-7893 to
make an appointment.

A nutritionally balanced lunch program
is available Monday through Friday at 11:30
a.m.Asuggested price for 60 years and older
is $1.75. Reservations are needed 24 hours in
advance prior to 11 a.m. so remember to call
Joann at 645-4864.

We have a growing exercise program
beingheldonMondays,Wednesdays andFri-
days at 10 a.m.and onTuesdays at 12:15 p.m.
are avarietyof cardgames tobeenjoyed.Stop
by the SeniorCenter for a copy of our activity
calendar fordailyevents.Additional copiesare
available at the Ranchos Market and Hurst
Hardware and several businesses along Av-
enue 12. You can also contact Joann at 645-
4864.

The raffle of thedoll and accessorieswas
won by Diane Maxfield. She was the perfect
person to win it as she has a new grandbaby.
Congratulations and let us take this opportu-
nity to thank her as she partners with Mary
Thompson in maintaining the garden area, is
theassistant treasurer andbringsahomebound
senior to luncheveryFriday, and is agreatvol-
unteer of the Ranchos/Hills Seniors.

There will be no 1st Saturday of the
month sale in January. Planning is underway
for the seniors’yearly travel trip inSeptember.

ByVerlaineElinburg

36734 AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTO ACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

12/14

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $25!

WE’RE ON THE WEB!

www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com

www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com

Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.
Get fully downloadable back issues of the Ranchos
Independent (beginning with April 2006). Learn how
you can add your Ranchos-area business to this site! 12

/1
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674-1663
23338 Ave. 14

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

12/14

1945 N. Helm, Suite 101
Fresno, CA 93727

(559) 222-5437
www.transitionschildrensservices.org

LIC. #107206625
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Foster Parents Needed
We are looking for nurturing and loving homes
for children placed in foster care. We provide
support, training and reimbursement to our
foster families. For more details, please contact
Michelle at (559) 222-5437.
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Classified - call 645-0634
Alteration Services

Madlin's Alterations - 45 years ex-
perience - Tailoring, repairs and
leathers. Fast service. NEW AD-
DRESS & PHONE NUMBER:
36027 Ruth Ave. Call 559-645-4583.

Auto Detailing

Mirror Image Mobile Auto Detail-
ing - Full Service Auto detailing,
also RV's, Boats and Motorcycles.
We use our own water. Headlight
restoration. Wax, polish, cut and
shampoo. Call 559-676-2877.

Child Care

Child Care - Susan Ryan Day Care.
Newborn to 5 years old. Licensed. Call
661-4725 or 706-0424.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 28 years
experience. Wood Stove inserts, pellet
stoves, and fireplaces. Also clean dryer
vents. REMEMBER THINK SAFETY,
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room addi-
tions, barns and patios.Call 559-970-4476.

Floor/Upholstery Care

P i n n a c l e C a r p e t C a r e a n d
U p h o l s t e r y - " D r i e s i n m i n -
u t e s , n o t h o u r s . " C a r p e t , u p -
h o l s t e r y , t i l e / g r o u t c l e a n i n g
a n d s e a l i n g , a g g r e g a t e , s t o n e ,
a u t o , b o a t a n d R . V. i n t e r i o r s .
B BB a n d G o l d e n Va l l e y C h am -
b e r m emb e r . Ca l l B r u c e t o d a y
f o r a f r e e e s t i m a t e . 5 5 9 - 6 7 6 -
0 7 6 0 .

For Sale

Firewood - Seasoned almond firewood.
Round or split. 37107 Ave. 9 Madera. Call
259-7122 or 871-9838.

Marcy MCB346 Combo Bench. Includes
Lat Bar, Curling Stand, LegDeveloper. Curl-
ing Bar, Straight Bar. 225 pounds of weights
from 50 to 2.5 lbs. Asking $150. Call 559-
645-5825.

Housecleaning

Housecleaning - Get ready for ...
anything! Get your house, yard and
windows in order. Give us a call for
a free estimate. Call Linda at 559-
645-0308 or Staci at 559-458- 3248.

Housecleaning Service - Have your
house spring cleaned all year long.
Experience, Responsible, Honest.
Fair prices. Call 416-2585.

Housecleaning - We Clean houses -
offices - rental houses, windows, in-
cluding hard water stains and shower
doors. 10 years experience. Many
Ranchos references. Call 559-514-
9816.

Painting Services

Painting Services - Gerald Scheffing
& Son Painting. 40 years experience.
Interior & Exterior. Licensed, insured
and bonded. Lic #313070. Call 674-
2320.

Paint ing Services - 40 years of
experience . Licensed. Frank
Kramer Exteriors . Lic . #273099.
Call 645-4113.

Recyclables Pick Up

FREE RECYCLABLES PICKUP -
KIDS 4 RECYCLING offers pickup
of all recyclable materials, including
paper, plastics, glass, aluminum and
cardboard. If you have any questions
be sure to call Dianna at 999-6832 or
645-1048. Funds support Ranchos’
Seniors, library, schools and 4H.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Rototilling
- Mowing - Scraping - Stump Grinding -
Roll-off Bins. Call John at 908-1066.

TractorWork - House Pads, lot leveling,
driveways, trenching, concrete work and
underground utilities installed. Call 559-
970-4476.

WindowCleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out -

Screen, track and sills included. Re-
move hard water stain on home windows,
shower doors and car windows. Cobweb
removal available. Fully insured. Call

Nick at 285-1723. Free estimates.

Ask about our
SENIOR DISCOUNT!

Don’t Drink and Drive!
Remember to Call a Cab or Designate a Driver!
Pistoresi Ambulance • 113 North R Street, Madera • 559-673-8004

Remember ... If You’re Going to Do This ...

Wishes YOU the

Safest and Happiest Holiday Possible!

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
PISTORESI

AMBULANCE
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PISTORESI



www.The Ranchos.com

Page 19

Real EstateNancy Watson
645-5000

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 12/14

ARanchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top
dollar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109 12/14

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®

Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:
www.davidparker.info

Property Management -
we can rent your home:

www.parker-properties.info

12
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Your neighbor in
the Ranchos since 1987

Your friend in
Real Estate since 2003

BRE# 01397023

431-7060 or 645-5450
36875 Ave. 12, Madera Ranchos

Continental Realty

12
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Let us celebrate Christ’s birth, give thanks for His death, rejoice in
His resurrection and share in His eternal peace. May the Prince of

Peace bring joy to all your Christmas celebrations.

We couldn’t have asked for a finer community
with which to do business. May your home be blessed with

contentment, prosperity and joy this holiday season.
FFrroomm  tthhee  ssttaaffff   aatt::

JJeerrrryy  EEddddiinnggss,,  RReeaallttoorrss
443355--11889900  oorr  664455--11889900

3377114444  AAvvee..  1122,,  SSttee..  110022  ••  MMaaddeerraa  RRaanncchhooss
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WWee’’rree  SSOOLLDD  ......
On Neighbors
Like You!

Direct: (559) 364-1000 • Fax: (559) 440-7608
liz@LizKuchinski.com • www.LizSellingHomes.com

Century 21 C.Watson
7520 North Palm • Fresno

12
/1
4

LIZ KUCHINSKI, CDPE, CRS, GRI, SFR
Realtor, Century 21 C. Watson • DRE Lic. #01263332

“A Ranchos resident since 1985.”
Wishing everyone a

Merry Christmas
from our home to yours

Want to Buy
or Sell a Home?

Ask about our 
FREE

home
warranty
program.
We Have

Pre-
Approved
Buyers!

Call Today!
Maria

Fotopoulos - Cercone

Ranchos resident for over 30 years!
maria@ossrealtor.com

DRE Lic. #01454566

Office • 559-645-1212
Cell   •   559-250-6740
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Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent 
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repair
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR
INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS

TRAILER BOATS ONLY

CRONIN MARINE

Since1964

664455--11997777

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

Jo-De DRILLING

& TRACTOR SERVICE

674-7770
HARDPAN DRILLING

HIGH QUALITY

555599--445544--88006600

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING   

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

since1970

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Equipment
• Supplies

• Residential
• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial

• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing
Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Notary in the
Ranchos!

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-
coustical Removal

Color Matching & Chuck’s Transmission

664455--44447755
Ranchos Auto Repair
+ A/C SERVICE

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801
645-1570

Store hours: 
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

• Clean Up
• Monthly Service

call forFREE ESTIMATE!

Mitchell L. Vick
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

559-970-4635
mlvconst@gmail.com 

Lic. #563698
• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •  

HWY 41 just North
of Avenue 12

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS

All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders

Brannon’s
A/C & Heating

• Preseason Service
• Emergency Repair
• New Installations
• Water Heaters
• Senior Discounts

559-706-1368
Lic. #961690

General & Custom
Auto Service
& Repairs

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance

Weekly & monthly service 

Ranchos
Resident

(559) 645-0634  
Today!
The Ranchos Independent

JEAN BRINER
for MORE sales tomorrow, call

WHAT CAN YOU GET FOR $25?
How about 10,000

Ranchos residents each month who
look at Business Directory ads?

(559) 645-0634  
The Ranchos Independent

Call Gina
at 559-289-3401

email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Covering
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley

559-363-1851
559-645-SNIP
ranchosbarbershop@yahoo.com
we also have P.O. BOXES  available

Tree pruning, shaping & trimming
Tree Cabling • Tree removal

Fully Insured • 8+ Years Experience • Trained Arborist
559-347-8408 • www.cvhtc.com
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Business Directory

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Make your holiday preparations one step at a time in order to avoid
being overwhelmed and leaving things undone. That confusing family situation continues to work
itself out.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Ease this year's holiday money pressures by letting your thrifty side
guide you as you look for those perfect gifts that typically reflect your good taste and love of beauty.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) You'll have a good handle on potential holiday problems if you
delegate tasks to family members, friends or co-workers -- most of whom will be more than happy to
help out.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Right now you are especially vulnerable to holiday scams that
seek to take advantage of your generosity. Best advice: Check them out before you send out
your checks.

LEO (July 23 toAugust 22)The upcoming holiday season gives the Big Cat much to purr about.
Relationships grow stronger, and new opportunities loom on the horizon, just waiting to be
pounced on.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) A changing situation brings conflicting advice about
how to go forward with your holiday plans. Your best bet: Make the decision you feel most
comfortable with.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Holiday plans get back on track after some confusion
about the direction you expected to take. A potentially troublesome money matter needs your
immediate attention.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Your holiday preparations are on track. But you need to
confront a personal situation while you can still keep it from overwhelming everything else.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Tight financial matters ease a bit during
this holiday season. But the sagacious Sagittarian is well-advised to keep a tight hold on the reins while
shopping for gifts.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Don't put off making decisions about this year's
holiday celebrations, despite the negative comments you've been getting from several quarters. Do it
NOW!

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) The holidayswill bring new friends and newopportunities.
Meanwhile, be careful to use your energy wisely as you go about making holiday preparations.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20)There's good news coming from a most unlikely source. And it
could turn out to be one of the best holiday gifts you have had in years. Remember to stay positive.

(c) 2014 King Features Synd., Inc.
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1. MEDICINE: What condition does a
deficiency of iron cause?
2. FOODANDDRINK:What is bergamot?
3. GEOGRAPHY: Lake Tahoe lies
between which two U.S. states?
4.MOVIES:Which animatedmovie contains
the line: "Squirrel!"?
5. GENERALKNOWLEDGE:What is the
traditional birthstone for September?
6. PUBLISHING: What magazine was
headed by Helen Gurley Brown for 32
years?
7.ASTRONOMY: Howmany moons does
the planet Mars have?
8. MYTHOLOGY: What is the Greek god
of the sun called?
9. LANGUAGE: What is the only word in
the English language that ends in the
letters "mt"?
10. LITERATURE: What was the name of
Dick and Jane's dog in the famous early
readers?

1.Anemia
2.Atypeofcitrusfruit
3.CaliforniaandNevada
4."Up"
5.Sapphire
6.Cosmopolitan
7.Two,PhobosandDeimos
8.Helios
9.Dreamt
10.Spot

Answers

TRIVIATEST
By Fifi Rodriguez
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