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By Zain Khan

Democratic  gubernatorial  hopeful
Xavier Becerra has lost ground in a new Cal-
ifornia poll, giving Republican Steve Hilton
a small boost as the race enters the final
stretch toward November.

Becerra now has the support of 55 per-
cent of likely voters, down from 61 percent
in last month, according to a Berkeley Insti-
tute of Governmental Studies/Los Angeles
Times poll.

Hilton, meanwhile, has edged up one
point, from 36 percent to 37 percent, shrink-
ing Becerra’s once-commanding 25-point
lead to 18 points. The poll was conducted
Aug. 3-9 among 2,310 California voters
considered likely to cast ballots in Novem-
ber.

Even with the drop, Becerra continues
to hold a substantial advantage over Hilton
with less than three months to go before the
general election. The Democrat remains
ahead across several of the state’s biggest
population centers, including Los Angeles County, San Diego County, the Bay Area and
the Central Coast. Hilton has the advantage in more conservative regions, including the
San Joaquin Valley and North Coast/Sierra, while Orange County and the Inland Empire
remain much closer.

“An 18-point lead still makes Becerra the clear favorite, and the narrowing from 25
points looks more like normal movement than a competitive race,” Matt Klink, a Repub-
lican strategist told the Post. “Hilton’s path requires a major shift among independents, a
sustained focus on affordability and public safety, depressed Democratic turnout, and a se-
rious Becerra mistake.”

The gubernatorial race was plagued by scandal, especially after allegations of sexual
assault and rape involving former front-runner and Democratic hopeful Eric Swalwell
came to light before the June primary. According to Klink, the best strategy Becerra has
now is to keep a low profile.

Becerra Loses Ground 1o HiHton —

_‘I'oo Little Too Late for Governor?

“Becerra is playing hide and seek now,
largely staying out of the public spotlight
and avoiding anything even remotely con-
troversial,” he said. “If the above doesn’t
happen (all three together are a long shot),
Becerra will win comfortably.”

The former California attorney general

is also dodging questions. Becerra abruptly
/ walked away from reporters recently after

refusing to answer repeated questions about
his record overseeing migrant children. He
has not made any substantial media appear-
ances since winning the primary.

However, Becerra maintains a sizable
advantage among voters who do not identify
with either major party, leading Hilton 58
percent to 30 percent. He has the backing of
88 percent of Democrats, while Hilton is
supported by 91 percent of Republicans.

The latest survey marks a notable
change from the earlier polling.

In the May IGS survey, Becerra led a
hypothetical matchup 52 percent to 31 per-
cent among registered voters. Both candi-

dates have since gained support, but Becerra’s standing among likely voters has slipped
since the July PPIC survey even as Hilton has made a modest gain.

Becerra’s personal ratings have also improved from May, with 49 percent viewing
him favorably and 43 percent unfavorably. Hilton is underwater, with 39 percent favor-
able and 50 percent unfavorable.

Still, the Republican has a steep climb ahead in a state where Democrats have a major
built-in advantage.

“After the unsettled and chaotic primary, this is shaping up to be a fairly standard
California general election, where Democrats enjoy a comfortable edge statewide,” said
Eric Schickler, a political science professor and IGS co-director. “Hilton would need to
make major inroads among traditionally Democratic-leaning groups to make this a highly
competitive race.”

The poll comes as both candidates Please see TOO LATE? on P. 13
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Fresno police officer Matthew Rodarte, 28, was arrested in Riverstone Sunday morning, Aug.
9, at 1:45 a.m. trying to force his way into the wrong house.

Madera County Sheriff Deputies
were called to a home in the River-
stone Development of the Madera Ran-
chos in response to a call of an
apparently drunken man attempting to
force his way into the home. Sheriffs
said the man had become angry for

being denied entry and subsequently
tried to force his way in. Upon his ar-
rest, Sheriff Deputies discovered that
he was Matthew Rodarte, 28, a four-
year veteran police officer for the City
of Fresno. Upon arrest, Rodarte was
charged with attempted burglary, dis-

Fresno Cop Arrested in Riverstone “Intent to Terrorize” Animal Shelter

orderly conduct and suspicion of “in-
tent to terrorize.”

Rodarte was arrested around 1:45
a.m. on Sunday morning, Aug. 9, after
arriving at the wrong house, obviously
under the influence of alcohol, where
he became upset because the occu-
pants would not let him enter. That
was when he tried to force his way
into the home. The home was located
near Cathedral Court and Peters Road,
just west of Rolling Hills in River-
stone.

Rodarte posted bail and was re-
leased about 2 p.m. Sunday.

Rodarte started as a cadet with the
Fresno Police Department in 2020 and
progressed to being a full officer in
2022. According to Fresno PD, he has
been working patrol in Fresno’s
southeast district for about four years.
Rodarte has been placed on adminis-
trative leave while the case is being
investigated which is the usual proto-
col in cases such as this.

Gets Signatures

The volunteer group for the voter's
initiative measure to expand and improve
the Madera County Animal Services fa-
cility and add an affordable, non-profit
veterinary clinic for residents and their
animals, delivered approximately 4,702
signatures in July to the Madera County
Elections Dept for signature verification.

Measure founder DJ Becker said
that the 4,702 signatures collected and
turned in took months to achieve and was
well over the required minimum of 3,750
for registration verification. "If the min-
imum requirement for valid signatures is
met, the measure will then proceed to the
ballot in November,” Becker said.

Becker said Madera is making his-
tory with these efforts to improve the
community and expand services for res-
idents and their animals.

“We know the need in Madera for
these animal services is just overwhelm-
ing,” Becker said.

Click on ““Local News™ at
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Domestic Well, Agriculiure Well
Airlifting, Well Brushing, Swabbing
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WE GIVE OUR BEST
FOR YOUR BUSINESS

Call us TODAY to see how
we can help you
organize your business.

We’re accepting NEW clients! B({f_(ma*d Bookkeeping

Balanced Bookkeeping & Business Solutions, LLC
www.BalancedBook.org * christine@balancedbook.org
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If These Walls Could Talk

Approaching the aban-
doned farmhouse, | asked my
husband for a piggyback ride.
I had experienced chiggers one too
many times in the tall Oklahoma
grasses. He
set me on the
front porch,
and | cracked
open the door
to the house
built by my
great-grand-
father in the
1800s.

My mom
recalls Sunday
afternoon gath-
erings in this
house with lots
of cousins,
food and
laughter. Oh,
to hear the
conversa-
tions as the
wW o men

washed and o one area in
dried dishes My great-grandparents’ Oklahoma home built by your home to
or the stories, my great-grandfather in the 1800s. focus on.

told to the Ask ques-

children at bedtime. If only the
walls could talk.

None of those stories were
heard that day. What the
house told us was that it was
no longer a valued refuge, a
place where people gathered
for celebrations or comfort.
It was dilapidated and con-
tained misplaced things like
tires and hubcaps.

The walls of our homes
will never speak of the
things they hear us say, but
our homes do speak. When
the family room furniture is
covered with stuff, it’s say-

ing, “Can’t relax here —
too much to do.” When the
home office has paperwork
piled about, it’s saying,
“You’re way behind. You’ll
never catch up.” What’s
your house communicating
to you, your family and
others with whom you share
it?

Don’t hear what I’'m “not
saying.” I’m not saying that a
welcoming, peaceful and pro-
ductive house must be model

home status 24/7. Lots of
homes are lively and active
and they should look like

someone lives there. Here are
three ways to improve the
messages your home is send-
ing you.

Listen — Good listening
requires fo-
c u s e d
thought.
Schedule a
date with
your home
so it has
your undi-
vided atten-
tion.

One on
one — Just
like you can’t
listen to
everyone at
once, you
can’t listen to
your  whole
house at once.
Reduce the
overwhelm
and choose

v

tions — A good listener asks

meaningful questions. “Why
am | such a failure?” isn’t
helpful. Asking, “What is

this area trying to teach me?”
is productive.

A good place to start is
where you enter your house
— front door or garage en-
trance. Is it saying, “Wel-
come, come on in!” or is it
suggesting you reroute since
it’s blocked with boxes,
bags, shoes and pet supplies?

Ask, “What would make it

Please see ORGANIZE on P. 12




Page 4

New Yoga Studio Serves Ranchos

The Madera Ranchos, Bonnadelle
Ranchos, Rolling Hills, Riverstone and
Tesoro Viejo communities now have a new
destination for health, wellness and con-
nection with the opening of Zen Den Ho-
listic Power Yoga, a locally owned
boutique yoga studio founded by Madera
Ranchos resident Molly Ohanian.

Built around the philosophy "Come As
You Are," Zen Den was created to provide
an inclusive and welcoming environment
where people of all ages, backgrounds and
fitness levels can experience the benefits of
yoga and mindful movement.

Molly brings more than 17 years of
personal yoga practice and seven years of
teaching experience to the studio. Her vi-
sion is to create a space where beginners
feel comfortable taking their first class
while experienced practitioners can con-

tinue to grow and deepen their practice.

"Yoga has the ability to meet people
exactly where they are," said Ohanian. "My
goal is to provide a space where everyone
feels welcome, supported and empowered
to take care of their physical, mental, and
emotional well-being."

Located in the heart of the Madera
Ranchos, Zen Den offers a diverse sched-
ule of classes designed to serve a wide
range of needs and abilities. Classes include
Power Vinyasa, Fire & Flow, a mixture of
calisthenics and Pilates, Flow & Restore,
Zen Yin Yoga, Gentle Flow and Chair Flow
sequenced for Seniors.

One of the studio's most popular com-
munity offerings is its Senior Chair Yoga
program. These donation-based classes are

Please see YOGA on P. 12
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Fower Yoga

All levels offered « Cardio Workout
Balance, Strength, Flexibility and Mobiﬁty
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1$15/drop ins + $99/unlimited monthly!
lLocaIIy Ranchos Owned!

www.zendenmadera.com
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NURTURING PLACE TO LEARN,
PLAY & GROW TOGETHER

MONARCH GROVE

= CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER =
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209-230-8853
11222 Hwy 41, Madera
MONARCHGROVECDC.COM

¥ A SMALL CENTER WITH BIG HEARTS ’
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i Preschool | Outdoor Caring Teachers | DuilithoeﬂJ

OPENING FOR CHILDREN 2.5 - 5 YEARS OLD

'|' BUILT ON CHRISTIAN VALUES

We encourage kindness, respect, gratitude,
compassion, and love through age-appropriate
Christian values in a welcoming environment

for all families.

California Community Care Lic. #203810322

20 Years Teaching Experience * Fully Insured
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VALLEY PROPANE
559-645-5324
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PROPANE
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Madera Ranchos * Maywood Center

Click on ““Local News’ at
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Guest Editorial

By Katy Grimes

California beat Massachusetts to
who is more ghoulish.

Massachusetts Governor Maura
Healy just signed a new Massachu-
setts law allowing abortions at any
time. Healy, a Democrat, signed the
new law on Aug. 10, removing the
state’s 24-week abortion limit, allow-
ing abortions at any point in preg-

California: The Abortion State

rants as a response to the COVID pan-
demic, effectively killing off many
businesses and the tourism industry,
saw it fit to promote abortion tourism,
inviting tourists to visit California and
get an abortion if their own state has
abortion restrictions. Gov. Gavin
Newsom and the State Legislature
offer taxpayer funds to help out-of-
state residents obtain abortions.

They also legalized infanticide.

nancy. Most of

Assembly Bill

the  mainstream
media reported
that the new law
is “strengthening

But California beat Massa-
chusetts to who is more ghoul-

2223 by Assem-
blywoman Buffy

Wicks  (D-Oak-
land), is an abor-
tion bill from
2022 mislead-

abortion protec- ish.
tions.”
Predictably,

it’s about Trump: “As the Trump Ad-
ministration ramps up attacks on re-
productive care and abortion access
nationwide, Massachusetts must con-
tinue closing gaps in care so that
women have full autonomy over the
care they need, when and where they
need it,” said Senator Robyn Kennedy
(D-Worcester), Senate sponsor of the
bill. They never say how the “Trump
Administration ramps up attacks on
reproductive care and abortion ac-
cess.” Trump merely cut Planned Par-
enthood’s taxpayer funding.

The Governor who shut down Cal-
ifornia’s beaches and legendary tourist
attractions, churches, bars and restau-

dependent

The Independent is published by Five and Two Publishing.

Al contents of this publication are copyright 2026, all rights reserved. Reprinting without the permission of the
copyright holder is forbidden by law.

Al articles are submitted as the opinion of the author, who remains solely responsible for the content. The in-
formation gathered for this publication is from sources that are considered to be reliable, but are not guaranteed.
Opinions expressed in advertisements or articles remain the opinion of the writer.

Randy Bailey............ Publisher/Editor

Jean Briner -- Columnist, Advertising Sales Emeritus

5 59_6 45_0 6 3 37167 Ave. 12, Suite 5C » Madera, CA 93636

ranchosnews@yahoo.com
www.The Ranchos.com

THE

RAY GUN

SHOOTING STRAIGHT
TO THE HEART

“THE MORAL
MEASURE OF OUR
TWO NATIONS
WILL BE FOUND
IN THE RESOLVE
WE SHOW TO
PRESERVE
LIBERTY, TO
PROTECT LIFE,
AND TO HONOR
AND CHERISH
ALL GOD's
CHILDREN.”

RONALD REAGAN

SAYING MORE IN ONE QUOTE
THAN OTHERS SAY IN A LIFETIME

ingly labeled “Re-
productive health,” which actually
seeks/sought to legalize infanticide to
expand the killing of infants past the
moment of birth up to weeks after, the
California Globe reported.

Gov. Newsom also authorized the
creation of The California Future of
Abortion Council in September 2021.
The goal of the Council is to make
California an Abortion Sanctuary
State. “It is imperative that California
take the lead, live up to its proclama-
tion as a ‘Reproductive Freedom
State,” and be ready to serve anyone
who seeks abortion services in the
state.” They released recommenda-
tions to “Protect, strengthen and ex-
pand abortion services in California,”
in their new report. “Reproductive
Freedom” is “newspeak” for termi-
nating a pregnancy. They anticipate
abortions to increase in California
from 46,000 to 1.4 million with tax-
payer funded “abortion tourism.”

The California Assembly and the
Senate voted in 2022 to mandate all
private and public health insurance
plans cover abortions with no co-
pays or deductibles under SB 245, by
Sen. Lena Gonzalez (D-Long Beach),
the California Globe reported. With
at least 26 states considering a ban
on abortions — or late term abortions
— reports indicate that California
could see a dramatic 3,000 percent
increase of people traveling into Cal-
ifornia for abortions.

Katy Grimes is the Editor in
Chief of the California Globe. This
article originally appeared at
www.californiaglobe.com.
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Missing “The Mama”

This year marks 10 years since my
mother passed away. Ten years. That
number still feels impossible to me. |
haven’t seen Mama’s face, heard her
laugh, called her just to tell her some-
thing ridiculous, or been able to wrap
my arms around her in all that time.

There is, of course, sadness in that.
There always will be. Grief doesn’t dis-
appear just because the calendar keeps
flipping pages. It does change, though.
It’s not that it gets easier or lighter, it
just becomes a permanent part of
everything you carry. Some days it sits
quietly in the background, and some
days it reaches out and taps you on the
shoulder when you least expect it. But
I don’t want this piece to be about the
hole my Mama left behind. | want it to
be how extraordinarily lucky | was to
have her in the first place.

My mother didn’t just occupy
space in people’s lives; she made them
better. She

by eryn b. nyré

pable of driving me absolutely insane.
In fact, no human being has ever been
able to give me an eye twitch quite as
efficiently as Mother, which is what |
called her when she was being particu-
larly “mother” about some technology
problem I’d already walked her through
at least 73 times. She would listen care-
fully while I explained, nod like the in-
formation had permanently imprinted
itself on her brain and then call three
days later with the

showed up for exact same prob-
people. Consis- I don’t want this piece to be lem. Now | realize
tently. Com- it was just another
pletely. a_bout the ho_le my Mama left be- reason to call her
Sometimes hind. lwantitto be how extraor- qaygnter.

whether they dinarily lucky | was to have her in And bound-

asked her to or
not. If someone
she loved was cel-

the first place.

aries? Those were
really more of a
suggestion as far

ebrating, she cele-
brated with them like she had
personally won the award, got the pro-
motion, bought the house or had the
baby. If someone was grieving, she sat
with them in it. She just knew how to
be there. She knew how to make peo-
ple feel seen, even when she was car-
rying pain of her own.

When she was battling cancer, |
know she was scared. She had to be.
But all she ever showed us was her
faith that God was going to get her
through it. And even then, she worried
about other people. | visited her in the
hospital when her entire body was get-
ting destroyed by the chemo and man-
aged to pick up a nasty case of the flu.
When she was released, her first in-
stinct was to take care of me instead of
herself. That was the Mama.

She had this enormous capacity for
joy, too. Not the forced kind. Not the
kind where someone insists everything
is wonderful while the building is on
fire. Her joy was genuine. She could be
silly and whimsical, laughed easily and
had a playfulness about her that made
ordinary moments more fun.

That does not mean she was inca-

as she was con-
cerned. She would climb all the way
into my business with the confidence of
a woman who had once changed my di-
apers and therefore maintained a life-
time all-access pass. | could be a fully
grown adult, living my own life in an-
other state, and somehow she could still
ask a question that transported me im-
mediately back to being 16 years old
and wanting to slam the bedroom door.
She found joy in irritating me. Looking
back, I would give almost anything to
be annoyed by her one more time.

That is one of the tricks grief plays
on you. The things that once made you
sigh become the things you miss most.
I don’t just miss the profound moments
or the holidays or the big conversa-
tions. | miss the interruptions. I miss
the questions. | miss hearing my name
said in that particular tone that meant
she had an opinion about something |
was doing and was absolutely going to
share it.

But more than anything else,
Mama had an extraordinary capacity
for love and forgiveness. She believed

Please see GEN WHY on P. 13
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Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

Look Good and Feel Great
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&
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Medications
- Diet Injection
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WE KNOW LOW CARBS!
$20 OFF

1st visit only
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4844 N. First, #101 « Fresno, CA 93726 » Between Shaw & Santa Ana

~BEDROCK -
| /ENGINEERING s "
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A solid foundation for your next project and the
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since 2008

Civil Land Underground
Engineering Surveying Locating 559-645-4849
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Click on ““Local News’ at
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Video + Photography for Events

Podcast studio available
Acting + Filmmaker Workshops
Digital Content + Video Editing

(559) 394-2179 - Call or Text
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Senior Report

September Means “Back to School” for Local Community’s Children

By Melanie Williams Baking Team includes: Tammy Tremble — a variety of cakes, pies, cookies, lemon bars
and caramel popcorn; Gerri Mitchell, Celetta Mitchell and Alice Mitchell — brownies
The summer months are coming to an end as Madera Ranchos students head and assorted specialty cookies; Diane Campbell — an assortment of sweet breads; Diane
back to school in anticipation of the 2026-2027 school year in the Golden Valley Maxfield — different types of sweet breads; Connie Prince — cupcakes.
Unified School District. The Ranchos/Hills Senior Center members wish all students Tammy always welcomes anyone who attends the Senior Center to help with do-
in the community a great school year. nating their own specialty baked goods to the Saturday Sale. No advance notice is re-
We were blessed with cooler weather the last few weeks, so Ranchos/Hills quired. You can bring in any baked item to the Senior Center on the Friday before each
Senior Center members have enjoyed evening potlucks, fun group games, exer- Saturday Sale, by 11 a.m. She gathers donated baked items and prepares them for the
cise classes, Indian basket weaving and senior lunches on the patio at the Senior Bake Sale.
Center. Our September calendar is filled with Autumn events and weekly activi- Our September Potluck is on Thursday, Sept. 10 at 6 p.m. The monthly potlucks are
ties. open to all seniors in the community and are an opportunity to meet some seniors who
The Alzheimer’s Association is giving a presentation to inform seniors about live in the Madera Ranchos area. Please call for more information and to sign up for the
Alzheimer Disability Awareness at the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center. They will high-  Senior Center September Potluck at 559-645-4864.
We have some fun group activities planned to celebrate Grandparents Day, Sun-
day Sept. 13.
All seniors are welcome to join the Senior Center Exercise Class each Monday,
Wednesday and Friday from 10 to 11 each
week. There is no cost or sign up required, Please see SENIORS on P. 12

Create a (gmﬁ fhfmn the h
Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts ;

¢ 559-824-6336
37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

ecalt

Visit us at www.RanchosCraftersStudio.com
and Facebook “What's Up in the Ranchos”
Contact us for SPECIAL GROUP PARTIES

NEVER a sitting fee » Walk-ins ALWAYS welcome | <t & Guﬂd,dﬂdw * Bidgue * Wood Stems

> ~ el
August Potluck Night at the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center was attended by (from left) Bill
Prince, Jim Johnson, Jeanne Johnson, Connie Prince, Carol Wood, Becky Matli, Scott Williams,
Mary Flowe and Curtis Flowe.

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-
surance (or eliminate it completely).

You can't afford to wait any longer,

so contact the professionals

today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730 ¢ Fresno 447-5815
| e spiss5sY) 36691 Avenue 12 « Madera Ranchos

light the 10 warning signs that a person may experience at the onset of developing
Alzheimer’s. All seniors living in the community are welcome to attend the presen-
tation on Thursday, Sept. 10 at 10 a.m. This is a free community event, so if you are
interested, please call the Senior Center at 559-645-4864 so we are prepared with
comfortable seating arrangements for everyone attending. We encourage seniors as
well as all community members to attend these informational meetings.

September is just around the corner and we are looking forward to cooler days
and the softer gentle breezes of autumn.

Our Monthly Saturday Sale is on Sept. 5 from 8 a.m. to noon. We have been re-
ceiving community donations for the monthly Saturday Sale, so come in and check
out all the new things in the Treasure House, Scout Garden and Boutique. Thank
you to all the people who have given items to help support our local nonprofit Ran-
chos/Hills community Senior Center.

The members of the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center would like to honor Tammy
Trimble in a Senior Spotlight for her volunteer work at the center. Tammy came to
help us last year with her baking talent and organization of baked goods for the Sen-
ior Center after Juanita Williams stepped down after many years of leadership. The

say you saw itinffj¢ Jndependent

Click on ““Local News’ at




Lunches to be Cool
for Back to School

(August 2016)

Editor’s Note: With the
passing of Aunt Jean, | have
decided to bring you a “Best
Of” of her recipes over the
past 10 years. Good recipes
are timeless and | hope you
enjoy them all over again.

Well, school has started -
where did the time go? Vacation is
over, but summer won’t be over
until Sept. 22. It is still hot — 1|
think if was 101 today. As I’ve
said so many times, the best thing
about summer is | know winter is
on its way. Yes, | like the fog and
rain.

For you families with school
children that are up in the morn-
ing trying to get them fed and
lunches fixed, | have seen the
menu for the local cafeterias and
some of them look quite tasty. For
those days your child doesn’t want
to eat in the cafeteria, there is al-
ways the box lunch from home.
When we were in school, most
everyone ate in the cafeteria. The
food was excellent. It was cooked
on the premises and almost like
home cooking. The only time | re-
member taking my lunch was the
three years we lived in San Fran-

cisco during WWII. | can still re-
member my mom’s bologna
sandwiches. | don’t know what

was so special about them, but |

M

'@é Jean Briner

loved them. Thinking back it just
may have been the bologna that
we bought at a meat market. It was
a stick that you sliced at home and
it had a wrapping on it that you
had to peel off before eating it.
We didn’t have
the plastic wrap

-

is made to look like the sandwich
in it is all moldy. I know some
kids that would think it a blast for
someone to try to steal their sand-
wich.
Sandwich ldeas

There are so many combina-
tions available today for sand-
wiches. There isn’t just white or
brown bread; there is pita bread,
mini croissants, sandwich rolls
(cut to the size your child can han-
dle), and tortillas for wraps. Or
how about peanut butter on raisin
bread? And so many different
kinds of fillings. Not just bologna,
ham or cheese,
or combinations

or the sandwich

thereof. My mom

?335 WeEhave Having trouble getting ‘I’V‘]jtu'd ta'ge ;he
oday. very- . eftover Sunday
thing was your child to eat a good roast and put it
wrapped in wax whole wheat bread becau_se through the food
paper, even po- he or she only wants white grinder (they
tato chips and bread? How about using one didn’t have food
cookies. And did gljce of white and one slice phrocessorsd in
you get an or- ¢t \whole wheat with a design "°%¢ lays),
ange in your > added Miracle
lunch? Mama al- 9N each” Whip - of course
ways “scored” it you could add

(run the tip of a

mayo — and use

paring knife in a

circle around the top and strips
down the sides) so it would be
easier to peel.

Have you had trouble in the
past with someone stealing your
child’s sandwich out of his lunch
bag? | have the solution! There is
a site on the internet for Anti-theft
Sandwich bags. After looking at
them, | can understand why no one
would want to eat the sandwich
they just stole. This sandwich bag

TIM DE MERA
-~ Owner/CEO"
Mader

anchos Residert

-

Room Additions & General Contracting + Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting
Concrete Foundations & Flatwork

TIMDEMERAQ@AOL.COM

(559) 681-8947

WWW.ALLSTAGECONSTRUCTION.COM

www.The Ranchos.com

it as a spread for
sandwiches.

I love a good tuna fish sand-
wich, but | want to eat it as soon
as it is made, because | don’t like
to let it sit and make the bread
soggy. When | worked, | would fix
the sandwich as usual, only not put
the tuna on. | would put the tuna in
a separate container then put it on
the bread when | was ready to eat
lunch.

I was on the internet looking
for ideas for this article and |
found some excellent sites. |
Googled “school kids lunches” and
“school kids sandwiches.”

Having trouble getting your
child to eat a good whole wheat
bread because he or she only
wants white bread? How about
using one slice of white and one
slice of whole wheat with a design
on each. Put the two slices of
bread together before putting in
the filling, and using a cookie
cutter, cut a design from the cen-
ter of each slice. Then take the
design from the brown slice and
put it in the spot that was cut from
the white bread and do the same
with the white slice. At least
you’ll get them to eat half brown
bread.

Or how about a wrap? Put a

Page 9

flour tortilla in the microwave for
about 20 seconds so it will be eas-
ier to roll. Using your choice of
fillings: lettuce that has been
sliced very thin, grape tomatoes,
sliced olives, red bell pepper that
has been chopped, grated cheese
and sliced turkey or ham lunch
meat. Spread the tortilla with ranch
dressing and layer each ingredient
on half of the tortillas. Fold in
each side of the tortilla and roll the
wrap from the end with the filling,
making sure to tuck in the filling
as you roll. You can cut the roll in
half if you wish to make it easier
to handle.
Sandwich on a Stick?

Or how about a sandwich on a
stick for fun? Using the ingredients
your child would like in a sand-
wich, put it on a stick. Cube a slice
of bread, cheese of choice and
lunch meat. Slide onto a skewer
with other foods your child will
eat. Olives, pickles, grape toma-
toes or a piece of lettuce. You
might want to add a little container
of ranch dressing for dipping.
Also, | would suggest not using the
skewers that look like big tooth-
picks — don’t think the school
would appreciate a child playing
with them after they eat their
lunch. I’ve seen packages of the
sticks used for candy apples in the
grocery story that might work bet-
ter than the skewer.

Who says lunch has to be a
sandwich? There are all kinds of
things you <can use for box
lunches. How about a thermos of
warm leftover stew or soup from
the night before dinner? Or a piece
of left over pizza - yes, | know
kids (and adults) that will eat cold
pizza. Or a spaghetti sandwich -
yes, spaghetti! Butter two slices of
bread, put the spaghetti on one and
top with the other and Viola!l A
spaghetti sandwich. I know adults
that will eat that!

I hope I have been able to give
you some ideas for lunch boxes or
bags. And | didn’t even get into the
desserts available. There all kinds
of prepackaged cookies and some
just 100 calories, and there are all
of the prepackaged gelatins, pud-
dings and fruit that are available.
If you are afraid to send one of
your good spoons (I know they can
be tossed with the wrappers), why
not purchase a package of dispos-
able spoons so you don’t need to
worry?



It's Time to Join! g
Chamber of Commerce ;
§

Why shouwld I join the Chaumber of Comwmerce?

1. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce has the reputation of being a leader of
business integrity in Southeast Madera County and lends my business credibility.

2. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce is a close-knit organization in which
members support each other’s businesses.

3. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce requires financial support in order to
perform its job of increasing the economic prosperity of Southeast Madera County.

4. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce unifies the public spirit of Southeast
Madera County, directing it into useful and constructive channels that are not limited to business.
5. Because | feel an obligation to improve the quality of life in Southeast Madera County .

BECOME A MEMBER OF SOUTHEAST MADERA COUNTY’S
GOLDEN VALLEY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.
REPRESENTING THE MADERA RANCHOS, ROLLING HILLS,
BONADELLE RANCHOS, TESORO VIEJO AND RIVERSTONE.
CONTACT THE CHAMBER OFFICE AT 559-645-4001
TO GET SIGNED UP NOW. HELP SUPPORT THE CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE AND LET’S BUILD A STRONGER COMMUNITY.

Whewv is the NEXT Chamber of Conunerce Meeting?

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our next meeting, Wednesday,
September 9, at 6 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C in the Maywood Center. Come join us and be a part of
what’s going on in your community. Call us at 559-645-4001.

Click on ““Local News™ at
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F11PSIDE

SUNDAYSFY 8:00, 620 & 1100 AM
WWW.FLIPSIDE.CHURCH

FOLLOW US ONLINE FOR UPDATES ON EVENTS
AND ALL OF OUR MINISTRIES

Wga/sane/,dsf

TAKE YOUR NEXT STEP
BELONG. BECOME. GIVE. GO.

BELONG TO A LOCAL CHURCH. BECOME MORE LIKE JESUS.
GIVE BACK WHAT GOD HAS GIVEN YOU. GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES.

IN THE MAYWOOD CENTER | 37193 AVE 12 #3H MADERA, CA 93636 | INFO@ACTS176.COM

i ~_ | SUNDAY SERVICES AT 8:00 | 9:30 | 11:00 AM

' e CHILDREN'S PROGRAMS FROM BIRTH-6TH GRADE
?% 211 JR HIGH 2ZND SERVICE

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

kkkkkkk

[ o "9 || YOUTH MIDWEEK SCHEDULE

k= i | IR HIGH & HIGH SCHOOL
A \ERaavelss. | MONDAYS 7:00 - 9:00 PM

.SEE YOU SUNDAY! F-'

www. The Ranchos.com
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ORGANIZE cont. from P. 3

feel welcoming?” “What needs
to change to create a clear
path?” Just because there’s a
lot of stuff doesn’t mean
everything has to go.

The shoes might be saying,
“We need a basket or shoe
rack here.” The wall might
add, “How about some decora-
tive hooks for backpacks,
bags, and leashes?”

The Amazon boxes might

tell you they’re feeling neg-

lected or out of control. Taking
a few minutes to process them
daily will keep the path clear.

When the area says,
“You’re done!” choose another
and put it on your schedule. A
little focused attention can go
a long way in creating a home
that communicates peace and
productivity.

For more info, contact Or-
ganized By Choice at 559-871-
3314 or email them at
info@organizedbychoice.com.

SENIORS cont. from P. 8

you can just come and participate. Jo
Chase loves to welcome new seniors who
want to improve their level of fitness as we
age.

Brown Bag Day is on Wednesday,
Sept. 23 from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The
Senior Center is a local food distribution
site for the Madera County Food Bank’s
Brown Bag Program. You can still get an
application and sign up for the Brown Bag
with the Madera Food Bank.

The Odd Fellows Breakfast is on Sun-
day, Sept. 20 from 7:30 a.m. to 11 a.m.

They are located at 28860 Ave. 15 in
Madera. The Sunday Breakfast is wonder-
ful and a great way to start the week.

The Senior Center has weekly and
monthly activities for seniors to enjoy.
Come in any weekday from 9 am. to 1
p.m. and pick up our monthly newsletter
and calendar. The Senior Center will be
closed on Monday, Sept. 7 to observe
Labor Day. Enjoy the holiday from the
members of the Rancho/Hills Senior Cen-
ter.

Quote for September: “Respect your
parents and grandparents, they passed
school without Google.” — Anonymous

YOGA cont. from P. 4

specifically designed to improve mobility,
balance, flexibility and overall well-being
through safe, accessible movement prac-
tices.

"Our studio is a welcoming space for
every soul and every level," Molly said.
"There is no pressure here, just presence."

What sets Zen Den apart is its use of
infrared heating technology. The studio is
maintained at a comfortable temperature of
approximately 89 degrees, creating a warm
environment that supports movement with-
out the intensity often associated with tra-
ditional hot yoga.

Unlike conventional forced-air sys-
tems, infrared heat warms the body directly,
helping to increase circulation, improve
flexibility and promote muscle recovery.
Many students find the gentle warmth al-
lows them to move more comfortably while
creating a relaxing, spa-like atmosphere.

The boutique style studio also empha-
sizes holistic wellness beyond the yoga mat.
Throughout the year, Zen Den hosts special
events and community-centered programs,
including Couples Yoga experiences, well-
ness workshops and seasonal challenges de-
signed to encourage healthy habits and
personal growth.

Zen Den launched its "Power Yoga
Journey" in July, a 31-day wellness initia-

tive that combined regular yoga practice,
mindfulness activities and simple lifestyle
changes. Participants were encouraged to
commit to a yoga schedule, establish a daily
meditation and journaling practice, and
choose one positive lifestyle shift that sup-
ports their overall well-being.

The program reflects Molly's belief
that meaningful transformation happens
through small, consistent actions.

"Whether someone is looking to re-
duce stress, improve flexibility, build
strength, or simply reconnect with them-
selves, we want them to know they don't
have to do it alone," Ohanian said. "Com-
munity support is a powerful part of the
journey."

As Zen Den continues to grow, Molly
hopes the studio will become more than a
fitness destination. She envisions it as a
community gathering place where people
can find balance, connection, and support
in their daily lives.

Zen Den Holistic Power Yoga is currently
welcoming new students. The studio offers
drop-in classes, membership options, and in-
troductory opportunities for first-time visitors.

For more information about classes,
schedules, and upcoming events, visit
www.zendenmadera.com or stop by the
studio and experience the community first-
hand. After all, Zen Den’s message remains
simple: Come As You Are.

eal Esta

“Real estate is

my life! I make
djﬂ!ﬂ real estate

reams a reality.”

MARIA FOTOPOULOS

T

f

8/26

1,

REALTOR
» mfotorealtor@gmail.com

Integrity, Dedication, Res:?fts'

www.homesmartpva.com/mfoto » DRE #01454566
“Put my experience, knowledge, service and professionalism to work for you.”

marytheag
DRE -I.’_Il-r

BU ))\ G
SleLl NG

LETS WORK TOGETHER!

My dream is your dream. A loving place to call home
for you and your family. As your trusted real estate
agent, I'm here to guide you in your home buying and
selling journey. Call me today and let's get started,

MARY CHOMPHOSY AVIGLIANO
559.367.7264

@ fle®

marythcagentofjoy

8/26

III I

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive
at the figures given at the bottom
and right-hand columns of the
diagram by following the arith-
metic signs in the order they are
given (that is, from left to right
and top to bottom). Use only the
numbers below the diagram to
complete its blank squares and
use each of the nine numbers
only once.

©2026 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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The Vision For
A Community Park

By Igal Treibatch

Madera Ranchos and Bonadelle
Ranchos were developed as rural com-
munities in the mid-60s. No real effort
was made to offer any real community
bonding infrastructure. | have been farm-
ing in southeast Madera since 1989 and
had the pleasure of integrating with the
community and the folks in it. | got to-
gether with some of the local folks and
together we filed in 2010 for a non-profit
community-based organization
(SEMCU) to help bring the community
closer and help chart a course for the fu-
ture.

Although there are schools available,
there is an important element missing to
help the community, and in particular
youngsters, to develop community bond-
ing experiences and growing attachment
to the local place of residents. Years
back, there was an attempt by the county
to develop a community park without
SUCCESS.

Recently, after discussing the subject
with Supervisor Jordan Wamhoff, the
SEMCU bhoard has brought up the park
idea again at our meeting and started to
work on the project. We are in the process
of reaching out to landowners and compa-
nies that are conducting business in south-

east Madera with a fund-raising campaign
specifically for a park. We knew it would
be a long haul, demanding many hours of
work and fundraising. While we prepared
and sent out fundraising packets, we also
started to look inside our community. |
found out Jordan Wamhoff is already
working, as part of Madera County, on
such a project. It was exciting to find out
and as our discussion went on, we talked
about the possibility of SEMCU collabo-
rating with the County. As a SEMCU rep-
resentative, | met with potential
landowners who may be interested in do-
nating land for the park. Both Wamhoff
and | are in such discussions with different

parties with the hopes to “land” enough
acres for the park.

The plan should be modest but effec-
tive. We will need up to five acres within
the community for a park that will have
enough activity features to satisfy young-
sters and adults alike. Within the park, we

envision a baseball field, a soccer field, ten-
nis/pickleball court, a basketball court, a
children’s playground area, a party area, a
kiosk with a park ranger’s office and over-
all lights. This is a big challenge for a small
community, but the residents have been
looking for a park for a long time and this
project’s possibility has excited the com-
munity. We are aware of the difficulties
ahead and we are committed to moving
forward with the project. This is a continu-
ing step in our quest to make this a suc-
cessful reality, and we are asking for your
generosity to help make this a reality. We
are not talking just about money. We
would like to invite the community to join

our efforts by participating in the process.
This is not just SEMCU’s effort, this is a
community project and we at SEMCU
hope that some of you may be interested in
taking a part in this project together with
Supervisor Wamhoff. We invite the public
to join us at our next meeting when we will
be discussing the park and our ongoing ef-
forts. Participation is very simple with your
phone or computer. See below for instruc-
tions.

SEMCU is a nonprofit organization
that represents the interests of the residents,
property owners and businesses in South-
eastern Madera County. Its concerns,
among other issues, are our community,
safety, water, traffic, schools, future parks
and energy. We invite our community to
join and help make a difference for our

§ families and youngsters. We invite com-

munity members to join SEMCU as board
members to help shape the Southeast
Madera County area. Together we can
build a stronger, more vibrant community.

SEMCU meets once per month online
for about an hour. You may virtually par-
ticipate. To join online, go to
www.semcu.org for a link and simple in-
structions. Or if you prefer, you can call in
on your cellphone at 669-900-6833 then
enter the 1D# 83632424343, followed with
the access code 85422. Our next meeting is
on Tuesday, Sept. 15 at 6 p.m. Make your
voice heard!

SEMCU is “By the community,
for the community”

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

deeply in showing people Christlike
love, and she extended it to family,
friends, acquaintances and often com-
plete strangers. She was generous with
grace in a way | still admire. She could
be hurt and still choose compassion. She
could be disappointed and still make
room for forgiveness.

And she always believed in me.
When | was a teenager screwing up, she
believed in me. When | was a young
adult still figuring out who | was and
sometimes doing a spectacularly poor job
of it, she believed in me. There were mo-
ments when the available evidence did
not support her optimism whatsoever, but
she kept believing in me and somehow
saw the woman | could become long be-

fore I did. I only wish she had lived long
enough to see me become her.

Ten years after losing her, I still see
pieces of her everywhere, including in
myself. A phrase will come out of my
own mouth and I’ll realize | sound ex-
actly like her. I’ll find myself encourag-
ing someone, forgiving someone or
showing up for someone even when I’'m
tired, and | know a big part of that came
from watching her. | hope the people |
love feel a fraction of what she made
people feel.

Ten years has been long enough to
understand something I may not have
fully appreciated when she was here. A
life is not only measured by how long
someone gets to stay, but by how much
love remains after they are gone, and
Mama sure left an awful lot of it behind.

Say you saw it in the Jndependent

TOO LATE? cont. from P. 2

seek to define themselves ahead of the gen-
eral election.

Becerra, a former US Health and
Human Services secretary and California
attorney general, has emphasized Demo-
cratic priorities and opposition to President
Trump. Hilton, a former Fox News host,
has campaigned on cutting taxes and regu-
lations and attacking California’s high cost
of living. Fifty-five percent of his support-

ers said they back him because of his tradi-
tionally Republican policies, while 28 per-
cent said they liked him because he is
outside California’s political establishment.

The matchup between Trump-en-
dorsed Hilton and former Biden Health and
Human Services Secretary Becerra to re-
place termed-out Gov. Gavin Newsom,
who is weighing a 2028 presidential bid, is
slated for Nov. 3.

This story originally appeared at
NewYorkPost.com.

8/26

Sago Rey
Paln Plantatiogn!

We also have a wide selection of

559-268-6650

6700 E. Central Ave. « Fresno : www.sagorey.com

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

Shade & Fruit trees.
call Juan and Maria at
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Classified

Auto Wholesale

CASH for RVs, cars and trucks —
Vehicles bought and sold. Give us a
call TODAY! JAX Auto Wholesale.
559-375-4091.

Carpet/Aggregate Cleaning

Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Epoxy/aggregate
specialist too. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-676-
0760.

Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor specializing in
both continuous and standard rain
gutters. General Contractor. Re-
pair Maintenance. 26 years work-
ing in the area. Call
559-908-0759.

Housecleaning

Rosalia’s Housecleaning Serv-
ice — Housecleaning, handy-
man services — regular
weekly, monthly and one-time
housecleaning service, whole
house clean outs. Call 559-
514-9816.

One month FREE! with 6-
month arrangement. 40 years
of experience in the Ranchos. -
References available - Lupe’s
House Cleaning, residential,
one-time service, move-ins/move-
outs, windows, construction
clean up. LupePrado25@yahoo
.com. Call either of our
LOCAL numbers: 559-710-
0692 or 650-771-2915.

Jeep Parts

Jeep Brake Parts — Complete
brake rebuild kit for Jeeps with
9" brakes. Drums and "Loaded"
backing plates, plus M/C. $175
OBO. make offer. Call Don
Helms at 559-645-5248.

Puppies

Male and female Maltese puppies

ready to go. FREE for adoption. If in-

terested, write me at:
robertedward704@gmail.com

to get more details on the puppies.

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLING PICKUP - AmericanMade
Direct/Kids4recycling offers free
pickup of newspaper, shredded
paper, all household plastic, glass,
aluminum and tin cans (containers
DON’T need to be CRV). Metal
haul away and cleanups available
also! 80% return back to commu-
nity! Call Dianna at 559-999-6832.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING
POSTHOLES - Trees - Trenching -
Clean Up. TRACTOR WORK
Discing - Rototilling - Mowing -
Scraping - Stump Grinding. Call
John at 559-908-1066.

Vintage Kitchen Stove

1950s gas stove — from mother-
in-law’s remodel. Original
owner. White O’Keefe & Merritt
four-burner gas stove/oven with
griddle. Great retro project.
$100. Call Randy at 559-905-
8311.

STOP THE PAIN!

“We've got your back”

D.O.T. Physicals « Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

ANEY
HIROPRACTIC

aze 36754 AVE. 12

660-5262

» On average, it takes between 12 to 14 dates
before couples will trade house keys.

* In 1915, the Kansas legislature introduced a
bill that would make it a misdemeanor for a

Strange
woman under age 44 to wear lipstick because Bw E
it would "create a false impression."

* The rocket frog can jump more than six feet by releasing energy it stores in its
tendons.

» When language barriers caused confusion during international soccer tourna-
ments, English referee Ken Aston was inspired to create the yellow and red card
system while sitting at a traffic light. The cards were introduced at the 1970 World
e Ancient Romans sent slaves into the mountains to collect snow that they fla-
vored with fruits and juices to create their own version of ice cream.

« Sunlight hitting Earth for one hour contains more energy than the world uses in
a year.

« Wagyu beef, generally held to be some of the world's best, usually comes from
cows raised in Japan with such luxuries as massages, a better diet and longer lifes-
pans.

Thought for the Day: "One thorn of experience is worth a whole wilderness of
warnings." -- James Russell Lowell

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

Golden Valley Baptist Church

Come join us starting Wednesday, August 26t
for our Life App Classes starting at 6:30pm.
Classes available: Team Kids (K-6 Grade),
Youth Group (7- 12 Grade) and Adults.

Sunday School 9 a.m. - Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
12414 Road 37 - Madera Ranchos * 559-645-1700
Email: GoldenValleyBaptistChurch@live.com
www.goldenvalleybaptistchurch.org

WE’RE ON THE WHBI

Visit the Ranchos Independent’s own Website and get fully
downloadable back issues of the Ranchos Independent
(beginning with April 2006)

www.TheRanchos.com

www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com

www.TheRanchos.com

Click on ““Local News’ at



http://theranchos.com
mailto:robertedward704@gmail.com
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Va ey We
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Domestic Well, Agriculture Well
Airlifting, Well Brushing, Swahhing
Well Rehahilition, Test Hole

I5593|'" [I?lla?lﬂlllnr'SB%l“ 51-|5624| |

Now Is The Time To
Shed Those

Unwanted Pounds!

DIET
WORLD
MEDICAL

Lose Weight NOW!

Unlimited
-_._,_Concrete

Lic. #1042108

DRJL’EWAYS-S!EWALKS»COMMERCJAL-RES!DENTML
Jose Lope=
559-779-0401

HAI RCI.I‘I'S

H'S“l r 4

L---------__—-‘—

= Semors Thursdla ys ONL Y S 1 3‘

/" PUMP SYSTEMS

674-1663

same day sernvice

TIRED OF PAYING FOR
FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements
vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce
the cost of flood
insurance (or
eliminate it
completely).

Lic. #PLS 5815
Michael Sutherland
=\ & Associates, Inc.

645-4730 * Fresno 447-5815

CONCRETE?

Architectural Hardscapes
&1 Residential»Commercial
Flace & Finish Services
Site-WorkCurbs
Sidewalks*Foundations
Retaining Walls+Patios
Driveways+*Demo+Grading

CASH for RVs, cars

and trucks!

JAX Auto
Wholesale

ENGINEERING I

A solid foundafion for your next project
l Land Surveying * Civil Engineering * Consulting

! INVEST IN YOUR

: EXISTING PROPERTY! :
I For a free consultation, visit !
I our Madera Ranchos office! 1

I |
1 10878 HWY 41 « 559-645-4849
I www.bedrockeng.com i

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS
All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders

Sales & Leasing

11822-4500

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos
www.jhsanders.com

Real Estate & Mortgage Professinals

I\ Adrian Gutierrez
599-363-4968

www.sellingfresnorealestate.com

PERSONAL
TOUCH

Lic. # B0O008113

Landscaping & Gardening Services

Yard cleanups & hauling + Weed control
Lawn & garden service « Maintenance

BUBBA'S

WATER TRUCK SERVICE

7" Holding Tanks
/" Swimming Pools |

Potable Water

559-718-3554 Weekly & monthly service . oust contre : + Locally Owned

J (not a licensed contractor) Covering ’ Call Gina
#209-2 761579 W call Mag Anayasr. | [Welntainfreas ' atseoze030l| | 951.2504 3511605 6454799
FreeLmE_‘§$1'1g!§'tes' 559‘375‘4091 e 559-718-0558 BubbasWTS@yahoo.com office  cell after5p.m.

MARION POOL
) i:m ICE O REPAIR
_ * Weekly Service
* Equipment
+ Supplies
* Residential
+ Drains - Upstarts « Commercial

SEMCU

“For the
community,
by the
community.”

559-363-9095

Meetings ONLINE « Go to SEMCU.org
3rd Tuesday of the month « 6 p.m.

VALLEY PROPANE
pricee gou can affornd.
645-5324
The ONLY
locally owned

propane company
in the Ranchos

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL

SAND & GRAVEL+ CRUSHED ROCK
FILL DIRT*TOP SOIL*HUMUS*BARK
CHIPS*RIVER ROCK*BASE ROCK
ROCK DUST*COBBLESTONES
DRIVEWAY BASE
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP

TRUCKING

559-479-4113

CA #441782*www.chadstrucking.com

Aleman’s'Painting

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

BONDED & coustical Removal

INSURED

Color Matching

Get Involved!

’(__1;”11!'!' of (.r.ul'.mr.-_'( ¢

045-4001

2nd Wed. of the month « 6:30 p.m.
37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

FJIPS] aEﬂ’c/{,w s

SUNDAYS{9°& 16:30 AM

959-481-6875 | | -

37193 Ave. 12 #3H

Madera Ranchos
LIVE ONLINE AT 10:30 AM
WWMW.FLIPSIDE.CHURCH

info@acts176.com
SEE YOU SUNDAY!

“We've got your back”

D.O.T. Physicals * Drug Testing
Spons Physicals only $35!

EIANEY
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Just Like Cats & Dogs

by Dave T. Phipps

IDON'T THINK YOU UNDERSTAND. WHEN IT
COMES To TEAM BUILDING YOU ARE NOT THE

COACH BUT MORE A BACKUP WATERBOY.
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“This dates back to one of the early
Antiques Roadshows!”

www. The Ranchos.com

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Be careful not to allow the backers of a new financial "deal”
to pull the wool over the Lamb's eyes. It could hold fewer plusses and more negatives.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) It's a good idea to finish all incomplete tasks so you can de-
vote your attention to next week's projects. The weekend could hold surprises for romantic
Fernandas and Ferdinands!

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) A workplace suggestion you made a while ago could come back
with a request to turn it into a reality. Meanwhile, your social life picks up this weekend.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Someone from the past could return with an intriguing oppor-
tunity for a project. By all means, check into it, but don't neglect your current responsibilities.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Keeping your claws sheathed and using good humor to counter
someone who's bad-mouthing the Big Cat isn't easy. But it's the best way to avoid more prob-
lems down the line.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) A workplace situation could improve if you're less crit-
ical and more supportive of those who are, after all, trying to do their best. Let them know that
you're there to help when necessary.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) A new job offer might not carry all the benefits that
you're seeking. Make sure that you know what you're entitled to, what's off the table, and
what's negotiable before you make a decision.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) A social obligation that you'd rather get out of could
hold some surprisingly positive aspects. Why not go and see it for yourself? Also, a family
member makes a curious request.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Before tackling a new project awaiting you at
home or on the job, take time out for some much-deserved pampering to help lift your spirits
and restore your energy levels.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Your social calendar begins to fill up more quickly
than you expected, which is great. You deserve to enjoy some good fun after so much time
spent on serious matters.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) A domestic situation continues to improve, thanks to
all the tender, loving concern that you've shown. A colleague makes a questionable move that
you might want to check out sooner rather than later.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) A sudden turn in a romantic relationship calls for both a
rational and passionate response. Keep the love level high, but also find out why the problem
arose in the first place.

Born this Week.

You often set high standards for others. But to your credit,
ou also set the same expectations far you rself.

You'd be an excellent conch or mentor.

©2026 King Features Synd., Inc.
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SOMEHOW, You TWo
HIGH-FIVIN' IMMINENT

By Fifi Rodriguez

1. TELEVISION: Which musical instru-
ment does Leonard play in "The Big
Bang Theory"? 2. MUSIC: In what year
did the Woodstock music festival take
place? 3. MOVIES: Which horror movie
features a character named Ellen Ripley?
4. HISTORY: When did the French Rev-
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DESTRoY YoUR REALITY!
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wYou MaY HAVE DEFEATED My
FOLLOWERS, BUT You ARE NOT
PREPARED FOR THE MIGHT OF...

DERLETH THE DESTROVYER,
CONSUMER OF REALITIES!

olution begin? 5. FOOD & DRINK:
What is carpaccio? 6. U.S. STATES:
How many states border Mexico? 7.
GAMES: How many wooden blocks are
in the game of Jenga? 8. GEOGRAPHY:
What is the longest mountain chain in the
world? 9. ART: Who painted the "Mona
Lisa"? 10. MATH: How many sides does
a hexagon have?
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Amber Waves by Dave T. Phipps

GERALD, DEAR, YOU ONLY EAT YEAH, M TASTE BUDS HAVE A
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
each small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: *

* Moderate * * Challenging
* % % HOO BOY!
©2026 King Features Syndicates, Inc.
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Dassas by Gary Kopervas A 35004334
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Find at least six differences in details between panels. Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all
‘PRAOW SI T27[ "9 "PAAOW SI Y[BMDPIS Ul DU "¢ "Pasiaaad st de)) "¢ "Turssiw s1IYSIoM "¢ ID[[BLUS S IDISOJ "g "PASIEI SI WY [ IS20UDId)JIC] directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally
Unlisted clue hint: A FIELD OF GRAPEVINES
Cinch Foothold Halyard Perimeter
Clinch Footman Lanyard Smile
Diameter Footwear Mileage Yardarm
Footage Grinch Milestone
2026 King Features Synd cate, Inc. All rights resenved,
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south east madera county united

nproflt organization dedicated to improving life in South East Made‘i*éi‘ié;@

DEHYDRATION ALERT !

ey &s
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They should always carry a bottle of water in their backpack, wear light clothing
to protects them from the sun, and wear a hat to protect their heads!

Alse keep your pets safe, inside when excessively hot and NEVER lecked
inside a vehicle, not even with the windews eracked!

TAKE-QUT, EAT=IN, WHERE MADERA

DELIVERY & p[]p[]l_[]'s |J|ZZ|Z| COMES

CATERING AVAILABLE FOR PlzZA

37275 Avenue 12, Sulte D, Madera, CA 93636
**A Valley Favorite Since 1977**
Vs eour spemnser i fhe Ranechos & Calll Gocin SEMCU sent you ¢e geEts

$5 OFF your order with a $25 PURCHASE

Valid until September 31, 2026

'u‘.p. J8 REAL

SEMCU meets on the 3rd Tuesday every month

Our next meeting is on Tuesday, September 15 at 6 p.m.
Online: go to: WWW.SEMCU.ORG for the link
By phone: 669-900-6833






