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CELEBRATING19 YEARSIN THE RANCHOS

Thanks to a gracious donation from SEMCU, the South
East Madera County United organization, lighted,
pulsating LED stop signs have been placed at Road 36 and
Avenue 15, the site of multiple accidents over the years.
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SEMCUDonates
AreaStopSigns

Madera County District 1 Supervisor
Jordan Wamhoff, left, is joined by SEMCU
Board Members Igal Treibatch, Jeff Mc-
Grath, Verlaine Elinburg and Al Solis at the
dedication of the newly installed flashing
LED stop signs at Road 36 and Avenue 15.

With traffic safety for the Ranchos
at the top of their list, community or-
gaization SEMCU -- Southeast Madera
County United -- has donated four solar-
powered flashing LED stop signs for the
intersection of Avenue 15 and Road 36
in the Bonadelle Ranchos.

Madera County District 1 Superv-
fisor Jordam Wamhoff was onhand for
the dedication and noted that the inter-
section has beenm the site of 11 acci-
dents in the last five years, including
one fatality.

“SEMCU donated the cost of these
LED stop signs,” Wamhoff said.
“Hopefullly they make an impact on
traffic collisions and make our area
quite a bit safer.”

SEMCU Board Member Igal
Treibatch said that this wasn’t the first
project the organization has helped fund
in the Ranchos. “Over the last 10 years
we’ve done quite a few of these types of
projects,” he said. Projects for the Ran-
chos have included a dry well project,
rebates on energy-efficient appliances,
free firewood giveaways, property weed
clearing and more.

SEMCU is a non-profit community
organization that is open to anyone. For
more information about SEMCU call
559-363-9095 or email them at
info@semcu.org.

By Elizabeth Allen

In a move that should send chills down the spine of every
parent, California’s State Senate recently passed SB 596, a bill
aimed at parents speaking out at school board meetings.

The bill seeks to broaden the definition of “harassment” of
school employees. SB 596 defines a “school employee” to in-
clude any individual associated with a school district, charter
school, education board or office. It proposes to penalize acts
causing “substantial disorder” at school board meetings as a mis-
demeanor. However, the bill remains ambiguous regarding what
constitutes “substantial disorder,”
leaving the definition of “harass-
ment” open to wide interpretation.
Those who violate these provisions
could face fines ranging from $500
to $1,000, a year in county jail, or
both. Repeat offenses carry stricter
penalties, including mandatory jail
time.

“It’s clear they’re trying to chill
parents from speaking out,” said
Sarah Parshall Perry, senior legal
fellow at The Heritage Foundation’s
Edwin Meese III Center for Legal and Judicial Studies.

Many conservatives argue that parents hold an intrinsic right
to voice concerns under the First Amendment. Perry said, “Ordi-
nary limitations on certain speech — making a true threat of vi-
olence, for example — already apply within the context of the
First Amendment, making the criminal penalty here unnecessary,
legally suspect and ideologically driven.”

Kelly Schenkoske, a California mother, expressed her dis-
may with California Democrats, saying, “Their work over the
years to erode parental involvement and rights has been noticed
by parents who will stand courageously to speak for the protec-

tion of their children and for a better education.”
Jim Manley, state legal policy deputy director of the Pacific

Legal Institute said, “The idea that the government is trying to
regulate conduct at school board meetings is pretty normal,”
Manley said. “What sends up potential red flags is some of the
language in this bill.”

The bill defines “harassment” as “a knowing and willful
course of conduct directed at a specific person that seriously
alarms, torments or terrorizes the person, and that serves no le-
gitimate purpose.” SB 596 defines “course of conduct” as “a pat-
tern of conduct composed of two or more acts occurring over a

period of time, however short, evi-
dencing a continuity of purpose.” A
parent or other person offering
counter-opinion “saying two things
that the school official finds harass-
ing could be enough to qualify
there,” Manley said. “An email that
simply torments would count as ha-
rassment under this standard.”

The lawyer noted that “to tor-
ment” merely means “to cause mental
suffering.” “If you send two emails
that cause a school board official to

‘mentally suffer,’ technically you fall under this definition,”Man-
ley said. The bill “could be interpreted in a way that chills people’s
ability to communicate with elected officials,” he said.

While the bill exempts labor union activities like picket-
ing, there’s no such exemption for parents distributing litera-
ture at these meetings, further fueling concerns.

As this legislative environment evolves, some, like State
Sen. Scott Wilk, a Republican, are advising parents who priori-
tize their involvement in their children’s education and well-
being: “If you love your children, you need to flee California.”

This article appeared at www.TheFederalistPapers.org

SenateChokes Parents' Free Speech at SchoolMeetings

Insurance companies are exiting Cali-
fornia like it’s on fire … because it is.

In the last few months, State Farm,
Allstate and Farmers Insurance have all de-
cided to no longer write homeowners in-
surance for Californians. The companies
are saying that record-breaking inflation
and severe weather events have increased
business costs. To add to this mass exodus,
two smaller insurance companies, Am-
GUARD Insurance – a subsidiary of Berk-
shire Hathaway GUARD Insurance
Companies – and Falls Lake Insurance will
also end their homeowners’ program. Am-
GUARD’s parent company – the Berkshire
Hathaway Group – includes Geico among
its other insurance companies. Although
the conglomerate will continue to operate
in California, it won’t be selling home-
owners insurance. In addition, Liberty Mu-
tual said it would stop offering
business-owner policies this fall and
SafeCo, a Liberty Mutual subsidiary, was

planning to drop nearly 1,000 policies
across the Bay Area.

Altogether, it means options for Cali-
fornia homeowners to insure their homes or
to purchase a house with a mortgage are
getting extremely limited. Of note is that,
unlike State Farm and Allstate who are sim-
ply not writing any new policies but leaving
existing policy holders covered, the two
smaller companies are dropping their Cali-
fornia policy holders cold.

Spokespeople in the insurance indus-
try say the companies’ departure is based
on high wildfire risks, high inflation, con-
struction costs that are exceeding inflation,
a regulatory system in the state that makes
it difficult to get rate increases approved
and even climate change. Combined, these
elements make it ridiculously difficult for
insurance companies to turn a profit in Cal-
ifornia, so they’re leaving. The catch is that
this is forcing thousands of Californians to
scramble for new insurance at the exact

time that insurance options are drying up.
These business decisions have forced

more people to turn to the California FAIR
plan, a provider of last resort for fire insur-
ance.

The California FAIR Plan Association
was established in 1968 to meet the needs
of California homeowners unable to find in-
surance in the traditional marketplace. It is
not a state agency or a public entity and
there is no public or taxpayer funding.

But the FAIR Plan is supposed to be a
temporary fix; a safety net until the home-
owner can secure conventional insurance.
In the last decade, as a result of the devas-
tation from wildfires in the state, more Cal-
ifornians have turned to the FAIR Plan and
as a result, many insurers have pulled back
from these markets.

If you’re in such a situation, you can
get more information and apply for the
FAIR Plan at www.cfpnet.com/how-to-
apply.

Homeowner Insurance Companies Fleeing California
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The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would
love to see you at our next meeting, Wednesday, September
13 at 6 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C in the Maywood Cen-
ter. Come join us and see what’s going on in your community.
Call us TODAY at 645-4001.

NNEEXXTT  CChhaammbbeerr  MMeeeettiinngg

8/23

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
announces our new HONORARY MAYOR

Verlaine Elinburg, left, representing SEMCU,
receives the Honorary Mayor’s sash from last
year’s mayor, Alec Konkle.

The Ranchos
GETs a MAYOR!

What are some reasons YOU should join the Chamber?
1. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce carries

the reputation of being a leader of business integrity in the Ran-
chos and your affiliation lends your business credibility.

2. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce is a close-
knit organization in which members support each other’s busi-
nesses.

3. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce requires
financial support in order to perform its job of increasing the eco-
nomic prosperity of the Ranchos.

4. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce unifies
the public spirit of the Ranchos and directs it into useful and con-
structive channels that are not limited to business.

5. Because you feel a sense of personal obligation to improve
the quality of life where you live.

8/23

MCC Profs Sue State Over DEI
A group of six California community

college professors, including four from
Madera Community College, are suing the
State of California over its requirements to
include diversity, equity and inclusion ele-
ments in their courses.

The Foundation for Individual Rights
and Expression filed a lawsuit on behalf of
the professors from three community col-
leges in Madera and Fresno County, with
the professors claiming the mandate vio-
lates their First Amendment rights.

“These regulations are a
totalitarian triple-whammy,”
Foundation for Individual
Rights and Expression at-
torney Daniel Ortner said in
a statement. “The govern-
ment is forcing professors
to teach and preach a politi-
cized viewpoint
they do not
share, imposing
incomprehensi-
ble guidelines
and threatening to
punish professors
when they cross an ar-
bitrary, indiscernible
line.”

The colleges represented in the law-
suit include four professors from Madera
Community College, one from Reedley
College and one from Clovis Community
College.

The mandates require professors to
“promote and incorporate culturally af-
firming [Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and

Accessibility] and anti-racist principles to
nurture and create a respectful, inclusive
and equitable learning and work environ-
ment.” The guidelines also instruct pro-
fessors to “respect and acknowledge the
diversity of students and colleagues.”
Under the new requirements, even using
the term “I grade my class based on merit”
is not allowed, because merit is “embed-
ded in the ideology of Whiteness and up-
holds race-based structural inequality,” a

glossary of terms claims. “Merit pro-
tects White privilege under the

guise of standards … and as
highlighted by anti-affirma-
tive action forces.”

The plaintiffs claimed
the new guidelines will af-
fect their academic freedom

because they are all being
evaluated based on
their inclusion of
diversity and in-
clusion con-
cepts in their

classrooms and
are being forced to

include elements that
are not necessary to

their fields.
The suit targets State Chancellor of

California Community Colleges Sonya
Christian, the members of the board of
governors of the California Community
Colleges, Chancellor of State Center
Community College District Carole Gold-
smith, and the board of trustees of the
State Center Community College District.
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GO
HAWKS!

Join us in supporting our
LIBERTY HIGH HAWKS

this season and all year long
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Dear Editor:
I am a long-time homeowner in the

Ranchos.
We need to be more vigilant on test-

ing our well water and that of our com-
munity wells.

When people get a new well or pur-
chase homes out here, they get a basic
“potable water test” most of the time for
free or low cost, and it’s generally only to
check for nitrates, e-coli and coliform.
With those tests coming back clear, every-
one feels they have good safe water and
they move on.

NOT!
We thought so after getting our brand

new well recently -- those tests came out
“great.” “Absent” was the word they used.
Normally we would be happily sipping our
ice-cold water with our family, friends and
pets and all the things that encompass our
lives with good, clean-running drinking
water for years to come. The well com-
pany was happily collecting their check
and told us we were good to go, based on
the required basic test they performed.

Until we got further tests (full panel
costs about $500-$1000 and take about six
weeks, longer than most escrows, so most
forgo it when buying a home) and found
we have very large amounts of arsenic in
our brand new well. Very large “accept-
able” levels are 10 parts per billion; ours
is 43 parts per billion. We live close in,
not too far from Avenue 12 and Road 37.
Two of our neighbors’ wells are dry and
they are waiting on their drill dates. We
have not said anything to our neighbors
yet as we are searching for a solution and
don’t want to scare them or cause a home
sale or value issue out here for everyone.

Because that will happen.
We tried to elicit the help of the

County in finding a solution of a whole
house filter, reverse osmosis, etc. to rem-
edy this. The County basically said they
will note it (not sure what that means as
they sure are not letting anyone know) and
won't get involved on our private wells
unless there are at least 10 households on
the same well system. Well, we are all sip-
ping from the same straw people; that’s
the same “system” if you ask me. And if
we have arsenic, chances are so do some
of you. Boiling arsenic only concentrates
it, so hotter water makes it more intense.
We talked to public works, because we
are only a couple of houses from the com-
munity system. There is a community
well system supposedly in the works for
the rest of us on private wells, but fund-
ing, grants, design and construction are
years out. They said two years but that’s
laughable. And what makes us think the
community water will stay safe? A few
water filter companies we tried are not fa-
miliar with arsenic and don’t have a "good
solution" for us; some won’t even touch
the subject saying it's outside their ex-
pertise – and they have been told it’s not
good to get involved with houses with ar-
senic issues.

Where do we go from here without
causing panic and area desirability de-
cline? I just want everyone to be safe and
aware and checking your water!

You can contact BSK Associates at
559-497-2888 or FGL Environmental at
559-734-9473 for water testing.

Name withheld upon request
Madera Ranchos
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“... the ‘tax
and tax, spend

and spend’
policies of

the last few
decades lead

only to
economic

disaster. ”

Guest Editorial

By Rich Lowry

There have been so many poisonous
and stupid lies about Florida since 2020,
it's almost hard to keep track, but the lat-
est may be the most outrageous.

As you might have heard thanks to
the vice president of the United States,
Florida allegedly wants to teach its stu-
dents that slavery benefited slaves.

In reality, the Florida curriculum on
slavery is extensive and includes pretty
much everything you'd want a child to
know about this enormity. The occasion
for the Kamala Harris smear is one line
that says, "Instruction includes how
slaves developed skills which, in some
instances, could be applied for their per-
sonal benefit."

This is not the
first thing, or even
the 19th, that you'd
want students to
learn about slav-
ery, but it is also
indisputably true.

No one is say-
ing the enslaved
"benefited" from
slavery.

It's not an endorsement of slavery to
point out that slaves looked for every
crack in the system to try to improve
themselves and gain some autonomy --
rather, it's an endorsement of the initia-
tive and resilience of an oppressed peo-
ple operating in the worst of

circumstances.
We are supposed to believe that en-

slaved African Americans strained
against their awful condition in every
way -- learning to read, worshipping on
their own, defying their masters when
they could, creating an elaborate system
of escape, but they never, ever learned
a skill to their own benefit.

This is, of course, nonsense. The
Advanced Placement African American
Studies curriculum that Florida has re-
jected contains almost exactly the same
language about skills as the state's cur-
riculum -- without causing a firestorm
of criticism.

Some of the most honored African
American figures in our history took ad-

vantage of what-
ever ability they
had, while en-
slaved, to improve
themselves and
learn. In Balti-
more, Frederick
Douglass famously
became a ship
caulker and
brought in $6 to $9
a week, rightly re-

senting "the right of the robber" exer-
cised by his owner, who took his
earnings.

In his extraordinary "African
Founders: How Enslaved People Ex-
panded American Ideals," David Hack-
ett Fischer brings to light other
lesser-known examples. He notes the
example of one Captain David Stodder,
the leading shipbuilder in Baltimore in
the late 18th century. As of 1790, about
two dozen of his workers were slaves,
and he freed them in his will. "Among
these slaves," Fischer writes, "were
some of his most highly skilled work-
ers."

Or consider George R. Roberts,
who was probably born a slave in south-
ern Maryland. He became an experi-
enced seaman and eventually "came
home to Baltimore, bought a small
house in the happy neighborhood that is
still called Canton, and became promi-
nent in the civic life of the city."

Or Robert Lemmons, born a slave
in Texas. He learned from a rancher who
employed him and became extremely
adept at handling mustangs. Freed after
the Civil War, according to Fischer, he

The Florida Slavery Smear

Please see EDITORIAL on P. 15

The left wouldn't have to deny
the historical record or tie itself
into knots if it weren't so deter-
mined to lie about DeSantis, but
that imperative overwhelms
everything else.
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So, the other day I was a wit-
ness to a robbery. I t wasn’t an
armed robbery. Well , I say that ,
but I have no idea if the man was
armed or not. The point I’m mak-
ing is that he didn’t whip out a
pistol and wave it around. He did-
n’t tell us to get on the ground or
demand our wallets and purses. It
was nothing like that, but i t was a
strange enough experience that I
felt the need to share.

It happened at Walgreens at
seven in the morning. I wasn’t
aware that the criminal element was
active so early on a weekday, but
clearly this guy had the first shift.

I walked into a mostly empty
store . I t was no surprise to me
that nearly half the inventory was
locked behind plexiglass, but I’l l
admit that I was a l i t t le shocked
that the unprotected shelves were
so bare. It gave me flashbacks of
ear ly COVID with empty ais les
and hoarded toilet paper.

Let me take a moment to set
the scene. I just needed one thing,
and I was on a t imel ine, so I
walked in and straight to what I
needed. I didn’t walk by a man
holding people hostage. I wasn’t
ignoring tel l ta le s igns l ike em-
ployees hiding and mothers cling-
ing to their crying children. There
was an employee talking to a cus-
tomer up front and one other em-
ployee in an aisle who looked like
she was fi l l ing an onl ine order .
No one gave off any indicat ion
there was anything happening
other than business as usual . I
didn’t come across anyone else in
my short journey to the eye drop
ais le and back up to the front
where the customer was sti l l chat-
t ing with the associate . He
stepped aside to let me check out
and the associate , a sweet older
woman, greeted me with a smile
and bubbly hello.

If I could paint you a picture of
this employee, I would start by
saying she looked like she was
someone’s grandmother. Not the
feisty type of grandmother with a
sharp tongue and a bunch of sassy
sayings you quote to your friends
for laughs. She looked like the
type of grandma that coddles you
and spends her days wrapped in an
apron baking cookies just in case

Stealing ... Bad ...Maybe?

you happen to come over. That was
the vibe this lady was giving off.
That is, until something caught her
attention over my shoulder and she
started slinging a combination of
curse words I had never heard be-
fore. Thinking that this was the
most impressive case of Tourette’s
I’d ever witnessed, I looked over
my shoulder to see who or what
brought on the episode.

I t turns out i t was a man. He
was wearing a hoodie and carrying
two enormous bags with him. He
was moving down the aisle sweep-
ing his arm across the shelves
dumping whatever he could into
the bags. My firs t thought was
this explained the empty shelves.
My second thought was, Grandma
the Screaming Banshee was going
to get us shot.

She was calling him a no-good
dirty thief and a loser with no job
who would rather rob a store than
do an honest day’s work. She
yel led at him that they’d been
watching him since he came in
and knew what he was doing. She
said the police were on their way.
Well , that was the gis t , anyway,
what I could make out around all
the swear words. Then I watched
this man take his bags and casu-
al ly – and I mean as casual ly as
though he were strolling through a
garden in spring just to smell the
f lowers – walk out of the store .
He didn’t even have the decency
to act l ike he knew he was doing
something wrong. Aren’t cr imi-
nals supposed to run when they
get caught? He strol led. He am-
bled. He moseyed. He meandered.
He did not run.

The associate said that this
has been happening more often.
She said that with changing laws
and corporate pol ices , there is

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included
• AM PM
Medications
• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only
$20OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast

Results
CALL NOW!
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www.chadstrucking.com ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •

HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •

FILL DIRT •

TOP SOIL •

HUMUS •

BARK •

CHIPS •

RIVER ROCK •

BASE ROCK •

ROCK DUST •

COBBLE STONES •

DRIVEWAY BASE •

CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •559-479-4113
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY
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Please see GEN WHY on P. 7
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I t s e ems s t r a ng e t o me t h a t
I d o n ’ t l i k e p u z z l e s . A c o u p l e
o f o u r k i d s d o , s o b e f o r e o u r
f am i l y g a t h e r e d a t Hume Lak e
l a s t w e e k , my hu s b a n d p u r -
c h a s e d a 1 , 0 0 0 - p i e c e p u z z l e .
When t h e y d umped t h e b o x o f
p i e c e s on t o t h e t a b l e , i t l o ok ed
ove rwhe lm i ng t o me .

“Tha t mu s t b e how some o f
my c l i e n t s f e e l when t h ey v i ew
t h e i r c l u t t e r , ” I t h o u g h t . I ’ d
r a t h e r o r g a n i z e t h e c a b i n ’ s
k i t c h e n (wh i c h I d i d t o a d e -
g r e e ) , t h a n p a r t i c i p a t e i n
“ p l a y i n g p u z z l e ” a s we c a l l e d
i t . De s p i t e my d i s d a i n f o r pu z -
z l e s , t h e r e a r e many c o r r e l a -
t i o n s b e tw e e n p u z z l i n g a n d
o r g an i z i n g .

K e e p t h e b o x t o p h a n d y .
I t ’ s e s s e n t i a l t o k n ow wha t
y o u r p u z z l e w i l l l o o k l i k e .
S im i l a r l y , when o rgan i z i ng you
ne ed a v i s i o n o f you r f i n a l o u t -
come . De t e rm ine how you r a r e a
w i l l l o o k , f e e l a n d f u n c t i o n .
R e v i s i t t h a t v i s i o n wh i l e o r -
g a n i z i n g t o d r i v e y o u r a c t i o n s
a n d s t a y f o c u s e d a n d mo t i -
v a t e d .

Des i gna t e a t ime and p lace .
Fo r o u r n i g h t ow l p u z z l e r s , i t
wa s 10 p .m . t o m idn i gh t . Th ey
u s ed a puz z l e bo a r d and moved
i t unde r a bed du r i ng the day so
l i t t l e h and s cou l dn ’ t d i s t u r b i t .
S c h edu l e you r o r g an i z i n g when
y o u h a v e t h e mo s t e n e r g y a n d
l e a s t d i s t r a c t i o n s . I f y ou r p r o j -
e c t i s mob i l e , l i k e a box o f p a -
p e rwo r k , p ho t o s , e t c . , c o n s i d e r
b r i n g i n g i t o u t t o t h e t a b l e o r
you r e v en i ng ch a i r a nd t h en r e -
t u r n i t t o a s p a r e r o om o r
c l o s e t when you ’ r e no t wo rk i ng
on i t .

S o r t b y c o l o r a n d p a t t e r n .

P lay ing Puzz le

Th i s i s t e d i o u s , b u t a n e c e s s a r y
s t e p i n p u z z l i n g . T h e p u z z l e
b o a r d t h e y u s e d h a d s h a l l ow
d r awe r s t o s o r t a n d s t o r e t h e
c o l o r s . T h i s mad e i t e a s i e r t o
f i n d s p e c i f i c p i e c e s . L i k ew i s e ,
i t ’ s impo r t a n t t o s o r t wh i l e o r -
g a n i z i n g — pu t t i n g l i k e t h i n g s
t o g e t h e r . U s e c o n t a i n e r s t o
s e p a r a t e c a t e g o r i e s . Un l i k e a
puzz l e , s ome o f you r i t ems may
be p l a c ed i n t o a t r a s h o r dona t e
c a t e go r y .

B o r d e r s f i r s t . Th e p u z z l e
p i e c e s w i t h a s t r a i g h t s i d e a r e
l ow h a n g i n g f r u i t — e a s i e r t o
s p o t a n d p o s i t i o n . A l l o t h e r
p i e c e s f i t i n s i d e t h a t b o r d e r .
Whe t h e r y o u ’ r e o r g a n i z i n g a
b a t h r o om c a b i n e t o r a d e s k
d r awe r , b o r d e r s a r e e s s e n t i a l .
S ome a r e n a t u r a l b o r d e r s , l i k e
a book sh e l f . I f t h e d e s i r e d ou t -
c ome i s t o h a v e a l l t h e b o o k s
n e a t a n d a c c e s s i b l e o n t h e
s h e l f , t h e n t h e s h e l f s i z e d i c -
t a t e s t h e bo r d e r a nd how many
book s y o u k e e p . A f i n i s h e d
p u z z l e d o e s n ’ t h a v e p i e c e s
s p i l l i n g o v e r t h e b o r d e r , a n d
n e i t h e r do e s an o r g an i z e d a r e a .

P e r s e v e r e . One o f t h e p u z -
z l e p i e c e s l o ok ed l i k e i t s h ou l d
e a s i l y f i t o n t h e d e e r , b u t i t
w a s s t u b b o r n wh e n t h e y t r i e d
t o p l a c e i t . I t t o o k s e v e r a l a t -
t emp t s b e f o r e i t w a s s u c c e s s -
f u l l y po s i t i o n ed . I n o r g an i z i n g
i t ’ s o f t e n t h e o p p o s i t e . You
t h i n k , “ t h a t w i l l n e v e r f i t
t h e r e , ” bu t don ’ t g i v e up be fo r e
y o u t r y . A f t e r y o u r emov e
t h i n g s t h a t d o n ’ t b e l o n g , i t
o f t e n f i t s f i n e .

Done i s b e t t e r t han pe r f e c t .
Af t e r h o u r s o f l a b o r i o u s p u z -
z l i n g , i t w a s f i n a l l y c omp l e t e .
We l l , a lmo s t . On e p i e c e wa s
m i s s i n g . We s e a r c h ed h i gh and
l ow , bu t i n t h e end , t h e y h ad t o
b e c o n t e n t w i t h a n a lmo s t p e r -
f e c t p i c t u r e . Don ’ t a l l ow p e r -
f e c t i o n t o r u i n you r o r g an i z i n g
v e n t u r e s . Un l i k e p u z z l e s ,
t h e r e ’ s no t j u s t o n e r i g h t p l a c e
f o r e v e r y t h i n g . I f y ou r b e l o ng -
i n g s a r e now ea s i e r t o f i n d and
u s e , c on s i d e r i t a w i n .

Contact Organized by Choice at
P.O. Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729,
call 559-871-3314 or email
info@organized bychoice.com. You
can v i s i t www. organizedby-
choice.com when you go online.the Ranchos Independent

SAY YOU SAW IT IN

nothing the employees can do. Ap-
parent ly , she real ly had cal led the
pol ice , but told me they wouldn’t
show up for a while because it was-
n’t considered a priority and even if
he was caught, he wouldn’t be pros-
ecuted given the dol lar amount of
what he stole . Overal l , the experi-
ence wasn’t so much scary as it was
just surreal. I felt l ike I fell asleep
watching the news and then
dreamed myself right into the story.

This isn’ t a vict imless cr ime.
And to be clear , I don’t mean my-
self . You may have an opinion on
corporate giants , but s teal ing is
s teal ing. And an increase in the
amount of thef t with no recourse
for the company means stores clos-
ing. That impacts everyone down
the entire line including the associ-
ates as well as the community at

large. When the stores close, people
lose their jobs. When the stores
close, people in the community who
don’t have the means to get to a
store fur ther away suffer . People
who own small , s ingle locat ion
businesses lose everything if they
have to close. But instead of uni t -
ing behind being against something
as seemingly straight forward as
stealing, California passes laws that
make i t harder for companies to
stop and prosecute criminals.

I can’t ful ly wrap my mind
around how we have allowed this to
become commonplace in society.
No, that’s not t rue. I know how.
What I don’t understand is why the
good, law-abiding ci t izens of this
country, wherever you are on the
polit ical spectrum, can’t find com-
mon ground on this.

Stealing .. . Bad .. . I’m pretty
sure they teach that in Kindergarten.

Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

6700 E. Central Ave. • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Juan and Maria at

8/23

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

Summer is the BEST time to
remove unwanted trees!
call today and get

1100%%
OOFFFF!!

LIC. #1017900
BONDED &
INSURED

8/23
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Click on “Local News” at

Over 15 years of experience
Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife
Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation

Nuisance animal trapping

Call for an inspection TODAY!
8/23

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts
559-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

AArrttss  &&  CCrraaffttss  SSttuuddiioo  ••  BBiissqquuee  ••  WWoooodd  IItteemmss

8/
23

Appointment Only -- Give us a call!
Visit us at www.RanchosCraftersStudio.com
and Facebook “What’s Up in the Ranchos”
Contact us for SPECIAL GROUP PARTIES

NEVER a sitting fee • Walk-ins ALWAYSwelcome

Can  you  be l i eve  the  k ids  a re
back  in  school  and  the  boys  have
been  a t  foo tba l l  p rac t i ce  fo r
weeks ,  and  the  f i r s t  day  o f  f a l l
i sn’ t  for  another  month?

Ta i lga t ing ,  e spec ia l ly  a t  co l -
lege  games ,  has  become qui te  the
th ing  to  do .  Have  you  ever  dr iven
by Fresno  Sta te  on  the  day  before
a  home  game?  There  a re  ga rbage
bins  everywhere ,  prepar ing for  the
ta i lga ters .  And af te r  the  game,  the
grounds  are  c lean,  but  the  b ins  are
over f lowing .  I ’ve  never  been  ta i l -
ga t ing ,  bu t  f rom every th ing  I  hear
i t  mus t  be  a  l o t
o f  fun .  When  I
was  in  h igh
school  i f  we  had
an  ex t r a  qua r t e r
in  ou r  pocke t
we’d  ge t  a  ho t
dog  and  soda  a t
the  concess ion  s tand .

I  was  su rp r i sed  a t  t he  pa ra -
pherna l ia  they  have  to  take  to  ge t
the i r  food  on  the  t ab le .  An  i ce
ches t  o f  cour se  i s  a  mus t ,  bu t  a
ba rbecue  i s  ano the r  necess i ty .
These  days  i t  i sn ’ t  j u s t  hamburg-
ers  and  hot  dogs  –  there  i s  t r i - t ip ,
ch icken ,  r i b s  o r  s ausages  to
choose  f rom.  Then  the re  a re  a l l
t he  sa l ads  –  maca ron i ,  po ta to ,
pas ta ,  and  how about  baked  beans
(don’ t  you  dare  jus t  open  a  can  of
pork  and  beans ) .  And  o f  cour se
desse r t  –  cobb le r s ,  p i e s ,  cakes .
Wha t  you  end  up  wi th  i s  a  back-
ya rd  ba rbecue  tha t  you  t ake  wi th
you to  the  footba l l  game.

Wha t  pa r ty  i s  wor th  hav ing
tha t  doesn’ t  inc lude  some k ind  of
ch icken  wings?  You  can  make
every th ing  f rom hot  wings ,  to  the
sweet  and  sour  wings .  How about :

Swee t  and  Sp icy  Chipo t l e
Chicken Wings

1  (15  ounces )  can  toma to
sauce

2  T but te r
½ C honey
¼ C ch ipo t l e - f l avored  ho t

sauce
1  T  g ra t ed  l ime  r ind  ( abou t  3

l imes)
3  T  f resh  l ime ju ice
¼ tsp .  g round red  pepper
4  to  5  pounds  ch icken  wings
1  T sa l t
1  t sp .  sa l t
1  t sp .  pepper
1  C a l l -purpose  f lour
Peanut  or  vege tab le  o i l
Hea t  toma to  sauce  and  bu t t e r

in  a  smal l  saucepan  over  medium
hea t ,  s t i r r ing  un t i l  bu t t e r  me l t s .
S t i r  in  honey  and  next  four  ingre-
d ien ts  and  br ing  to  a  bo i l .  Reduce
hea t ,  and  s immer ,  s t i r r ing  of ten ,  5
minutes .  Se t  sauce  as ide .

Cu t  w ing t ips  o f f  and  d i sca rd .
Cut  wings  in  ha l f  a t  jo in t .

S p r i n k l e
wings  wi th  sa l t
and  peppe r ;
dredge  l igh t ly  in
f lou r ,  shak ing
off  excess .

Pour  o i l  i n to
l a rge  sk i l l e t  o r

Dutch  oven  to  a  depth  of  1  ½” and
hea t  to  375 degrees .

Fry  wings  in  ba tches  for  about
8  minu tes  pe r  ba t ch  o r  un t i l
go lden  and  cr i spy .  Us ing  a  s lo t ted
spoon ,  r emove  wings  to  d ra in  on
paper  towels .  Be  sure  to  a l low o i l
t o  hea t  up  aga in  be fo re  s t a r t i ng
the  next  ba tch .  

P l ace  wings  in  a  l a rge  bowl .
Dr i zz l e  wi th  the  toma to  sauce
mixture ,  toss ing  wel l  to  coa t .  Le t
s tand  5  minutes  before  serv ing  or
packing  up  to  take  to  the  ta i lga te
par ty .

Or  how abou t  some  mea tba l l s
on  your  t ab le?  Th i s  r ec ipe  g ives
the  ingredien ts  to  make  your  own
mea tba l l s ,  bu t  i f  you  d idn ’ t  have
the  t ime to  make  those  l i t t l e  meat -
ba l l s ,  how about  chea t ing  and  ge t
a  bag  o f  f rozen  mea tba l l s  a t  t he
grocery  s tore?

Sweet  and Sour  Meatbal l s
¾ pound lean  ground beef
¾ pound ground turkey
1 smal l  on ion ,  minced

by Jean Briner

Pass the Pigskin

E d i t o r ’s  N o t e : Wi t h  t h e
p a s s i n g  o f  A u n t  J e a n ,  I
h a v e  d e c i d e d  t o  b r i n g  y o u  a
“ B e s t  O f ”  o f  h e r  r e c i p e s
o v e r  t h e  p a s t  1 0  y e a r s .
G o o d  r e c i p e s  a r e  t i m e l e s s
a n d  I  h o p e  y o u  e n j o y  t h e m
a l l  o v e r  a g a i n .

(August 2013)

ThePoopFairies.com

559-GOT-POOP
Yard Gate Safety • Sanitize/Deodorize • Waste Monitoring 

(559-468-7667) 8/
23

1 egg
½ C  I t a l i an - seasoned  b read -

crumbs
¾ C Ketchup
1/3  C whi te  v inegar
¼ C Worces te rsh i re  sauce
3  T Sugar
2  t sp .  d ry  mustard
Combine f i rs t  f ive  ingredients ,

shape  mix tu re  in to  1  inch  ba l l s .
Brown  mea tba l l s  i n  ba t ches  in  a
l a rge  nons t i ck  sk i l l e t  ove r
medium-h igh  hea t .  Remove  mea t -
bal ls  f rom ski l le t ,  and wipe ski l le t
c l ean .  S t i r  t oge the r  ke t chup  and
nex t  fou r  ing red ien t s  i n  sk i l l e t ,
b r ing  to  a  bo i l .  Add meatba l l s ,  re -
duce  hea t ,  and  s immer  5  minu tes
o r  un t i l  mea tba l l s  a r e  no  longe r
p ink .  Makes  about  40  meatba l l s .

Whi l e  your  t r i - t i p  i s  on  the
ba rbecue ,  you  may  wan t  t o  se rve
your  gues ts  an  appet izer .  In  addi -
t i on  to  the  usua l  d ips  and  ch ips ,

j a l apeño  popper s  wou ld  be  fun .
This  rec ipe  might  take  some t ime
but  the  end resul ts  would  be  worth
i t .  I t  i s  h igh ly  r ecommended  tha t
you  wear  g loves  wh i l e  p repa r ing
the  peppers ;  remember  the  o i l s  in
the  peppers  can  burn  your  sk in .

Jalapeño Poppers
30 Ja lapeño peppers
2  8oz .  packages  o f  c ream

cheese ,  so f t en  to  room t empera -
ture

12  ounces  sh redded  Cheddar
cheese

1  C.  mi lk
1  C.  f lour
¼ t sp .  sa l t
¼ t sp .  b lack  pepper
1 /8  t sp .  papr ika
1/8  t sp .  ch i l i  powder
1/8  t sp .  gar l ic  powder
1  C.  seasoned  bread  crumbs

Please see RECIPES on P. 9

I ’ve  never  been  ta i lga t -
ing ,  bu t  f rom every th ing  I
hear  i t  must  be  a  lo t  o f  fun .
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chain link wood wrought iron

chain link • wood fence • wrought iron
privacy plus • gate operators

security windows • security doors • barbed wire

1/8 tsp . ch i l i powder
1/8 tsp . gar l ic powder
1 C. seasoned bread crumbs
1 quar t o i l for f ry ing
Wi th you r g loves on , s l i c e

peppers in ha l f l eng thwise . Use a
spoon to sc r ape ou t t he p i t h and
seeds in s ide the peppe r s . The
seeds and the p i t h a r e whe re the
in tense hea t i s so you need to d i s -
ca rd the hea t .

In a bowl combine cream
cheese and cheddar cheese , s t i r
unti l well blended. Use a spoon to
fi l l each pepper half with the mix-
ture.

P lace f lour in a smal l sha l low
bowl . Add sa l t , peppe r , pap r ika ,
ch i l i powder and gar l i c powder to
the f lour . Blend sp ices in to f lour
un t i l a un i fo rm appearance . P lace
milk in to a separa te shal low bowl .
D ip s tu f f ed peppe r s in mi lk , and
then ro l l i n to the sea soned f lou r
mix ture . P lace f loured peppers on
a baking sheet wi th a rack. Let the
peppers dry for about 10 minu tes .
Th i s s t ep i s c ruc i a l fo r t he pep -
pers . The f lour layer wi l l he lp the
s tu f f ing remain ins ide the pepper ,
and g ive the b read c rumbs some-
th ing to ho ld on to .

Pou r the b read c rumbs in to a
sha l l ow bowl . D ip t he peppe r s

RECIPES cont. from P. 8

674-1663
23338 Ave. 14

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service
Family Owned
Since 1976

8/23

Lic.#414178

i n to the mi lk then in to the b read
c rumbs . P l a ce peppe r back on
rack . P rehea t o i l t o 350 deg rees .
Dip the peppe r s in to the mi lk and
the b r ead c rumbs fo r a s econd
t ime . The b r ead c rumbs coa t i ng
need s abou t 5 minu t e s d ry i ng
t ime .

F ry peppe r s one o r two a t a
t ime unt i l golden brown. This wi l l
on ly t ake a minu t e o r two . Re -
move f rom o i l and d ra in on bak -
ing rack .

The f i r s t L ibe r ty High league
home game fo r the 2023 sea son
wil l be Fr iday, Sept . 8 a t 7 p.m. a t
Hawk Stad ium. The f i r s t Bu l ldog
home game is Sa turday , Sep t . 9 a t
6 p .m . p l ay ing Eas t e rn Wash ing -
ton Un ive r s i t y . I l ove foo tba l l . I
grew up wi th i t . My dad played on
the Chowchi l la team in 1926, both
of my bro the r s , Randy and a l l o f
h is bro thers a l l p layed on the i r re -
spec t i ve h igh schoo l t e ams and
Adam played for Fresno Ci ty Col -
l ege . So whether i t i s the Hawks ,
Chowch i l l a , F r e sno Ci ty , t he
Bul ldogs , o r whicheve r t eam you
a re roo t i ng fo r , I s i nce r e ly hope
they have a good season and you
have a good t ime!

Golden Oak 4-H
The Golden Oak 4-H group has just

had its first-ever club meeting, where we
elected our officer team for the 2023-
2024 program year. A club officer is
someone that is crucial to the running of
the club and is someone who, like the
president and vice president, is there to
help and correct other members of the
club. These officers work to plan the
agendas and run the monthly meetings,
they also keep the meetings running on
time and smoothly. The treasurer keeps
track of all the financial records and the
secretary takes minutes for the meetings
and files them all and the reporter writes
articles for the newspaper. The historian
keeps records of all past activities and
events such as articles and pictures and
gathers them all up into a book at the end
of the year so that the entire club can look
back on all the activities and events over
the year. Being an officer takes a lot of
responsibility.

These members spend extra time
planning the meetings and coming up
with ways to make the meetings and the
program year more fun for everyone.
When you are elected as a 4-H officer,
the entire club has come together to elect
you to assist the club by doing a specific
job. Members trust that you are going to
do what you promise and grow in leader-
ship.

Our club officers this year are
Hunter Williams-Smith – President;
Griffin Williams-Smith - Vice-President;
Sarah Morgan – Secretary; Wyatt Mor-
gan – Treasurer; and Jacob Garzon - His-

The founding youth members of Golden
Oak 4-H Club are (top row) Jacob Garzon,
(middle row -- from left) Wyatt Morgan, Grif-
fin Williams-Smith, Hunter Williams-Smith
and Sarah Morgan, (bottom row) Elizabeth
Morgan and Iris Garzon.

Please see 4-H on P. 15
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Click on “Local News” at

Senior Report

Senior “Crazy Hat Potluck” Soon

WE’RE ON THE WEB!

www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com

Visit the Ranchos Independent’s own Website and get fully
downloadable back issues of the Ranchos Independent

(beginning with April 2006)

8/
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Got a holding tank to fill?What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want towaste your preciouswell water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!

8/
23

By Me lan i e Wi l l i ams

Th e R a n c h o s /H i l l s S e n i o r
Cen t e r i s p l a n n i n g a n ew ev en t
f o r t h e S e p t emb e r B i r t h d a y
and Ann i v e r s a r y Luncheon . We
a r e h o s t i n g t h e “C r a z y Ha t
Po t l u c k Lun ch e on ” on Sep t . 1 6
a t 1 1 : 3 0 a .m . a t t h e S e n i o r
C e n t e r .
E v e r y o n e i s
p l a n n i n g t o
w e a r t h e i r
b e s t , c r a z i -
e s t h a t t o
t h e e v e n t .
We a r e
g o i n g t o
s h o w c a s e
s ome o f t h e
f a s h i o n a b l e
d o n a t e d
c l o t h i n g we
h a v e i n t h e
T r e a s u r e
H o u s e .
S ome b r a v e
v o l u n t e e r s a r e wo r k i n g w i t h a
f ew o f o u r s e n i o r m emb e r s t o
w e a r t h e i r mo s t f a v o r i t e o u t -
l a n d i s h o u t f i t a s w e l l a s a
c r a z y h a t t h a t t h e y ma y h a v e
h a d t u c k e d awa y i n t h e i r
c l o s e t . P l a n t o mak e a f a s h i o n
s t a t em e n t b y d r e s s i n g u p i n
y o u r own u n i q u e a t t i r e . I t
s h o u l d b e a f u n “B l a s t f r om
t h e Pa s t ” e v en t a s we c e l e b r a t e
o u r memb e r s wh o h a v e b i r t h -
d a y s a nd a nn i v e r s a r i e s i n S e p -
t embe r .

I f y o u w o u l d l i k e t o a t -
t e n d t h e C r a z y H a t P o t l u c k
L u n c h e o n , c o n t a c t u s a t t h e
R a n c h o s / H i l l s S e n i o r C e n t e r
a t 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 8 6 4 .

T h e C r a f t F a i r i s c o m i n g
s o o n .W e a r e s t a r t i n g t o p r e -
p a r e f o r t h e A n n u a l 2 0 2 3
C r a f t F a i r o n S a t u r d a y , O c t .
2 1 f r om 9 a . m . t o 2 p . m . W e
h a v e m a n y r e t u r n i n g v e n d o r s
a n d a f e w n e w v e n d o r s c om -
i n g t o t h e C r a f t F a i r . V e n -
d o r s c a n s t i l l s i g n u p a t t h e
S e n i o r C e n t e r , a n d i f y o u a r e
i n t e r e s t e d i n p a r t i c i p a t i n g a s
a v e n d o r o r a v o l u n t e e r a t
o u r C r a f t F a i r i n O c t o b e r ,
c o n t a c t J u d y S e a r s a t t h e
S e n i o r C e n t e r f o r m o r e i n f o r -

m a t i o n a t 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 8 6 4 o r
em a i l u s a t r h s e n i o r s@ a t t . n e t

D u r i n g t h e C r a f t F a i r , w e
o f f e r c o f f e e a n d b r e a k f a s t
p a s t r i e s , a s w e l l a s a BBQ
l u n c h . P l a n t o c om e a n d j o i n
u s o n S a t u r d a y , O c t . 2 1 a t t h e
R a n c h o s / H i l l s S e n i o r C e n t e r .

T h e M o n t h l y S a l e r e t u r n s
a g a i n o n
S a t u r d a y ,
S e p t . 2
d u r i n g t h e
L a b o r D a y
w e e k e n d
f r om 8 a . m .
t o n o o n .
T h e T r e a s -
u r e H o u s e ,
B o u t i q u e
a n d S c o u t
G a r d e n w i l l
a l l b e o p e n .

A t t h e
l a s t
M o n t h l y
S a l e i n A u -

g u s t , J u a n i t a W i l l i am s b a k e d
s ome d e l i c i o u s c h o c o l a t e c h i p
c o o k i e s f o r o u r g u e s t s a n d
v o l u n t e e r s a t t h e c e n t e r . I t
w a s a w o n d e r f u l t r e a t f o r a l l
f r om a g r a c i o u s h e a r t . T h a n k
y o u f r om e v e r y o n e a t t h e S e n -
i o r C e n t e r f o r y o u r g e n e r o s -
i t y .

We we l c om e t h e c ommu -
n i t y t o c ome and v i s i t t h e Bou -
t i q u e i n s i d e t h e ma i n b u i l d i n g
o f t h e S e n i o r C e n t e r . I f y o u
a r e l o o k i n g f o r a n u n u s u a l o r
d e c o r a t i v e g i f t , c om e i n a n d
c h e c k o u t t h e Bou t i q u e d u r i n g
o u r Mon t h l y S a l e .

W e a l s o h a v e a F a l l Q u i l t
F u n d r a i s e r h a p p e n i n g i n t h e
B o u t i q u e . T h e b e a u t i f u l
h a n dm a d e q u i l t w a s d o n a t e d
b y D o t H u s t e d . W e a r e g r a t e -
f u l f o r D o t a n d w h a t s h e g a v e
t h r o u g h o u t t h e y e a r s t o t h e
c omm u n i t y a n d t h e R a n -
c h o s / H i l l s S e n i o r C e n t e r .

C ommu n i t y s p i r i t l i v e s i n
t h e R a n c h o s . W e a r e s o
t h a n k f u l f o r t h e m a n y R a n -
c h o s p e o p l e w h o s u p p o r t a n d
g i v e t o o u r l o c a l b u s i n e s s e s ,
c h u r c h e s , s c h o o l d i s t r i c t ,
p u b l i c l i b r a r y a n d c ommu n i t y
o r g a n i z a t i o n s . T h e S e n i o r

C e n t e r w o u l d l i k e t o t h a n k P a s -
t o r P a u l a n d G a i l K r o b , f r o m
L i f e t r e e A s s emb l i e s o f G o d , f o r
h e l p i n g u s t o c l e a r a w a y o u r
t r e e l i m b s a r o u n d t h e l i g h t p o s t
a n d f l a g p o l e i n t h e f r o n t o f o u r
p r o p e r t y . H e w o r k e d d i l i g e n t l y
t o f i n i s h t h e w o r k a n d t h e n
w e n t t o a n o t h e r v o l u n t e e r s e r v -
i c e p r o j e c t t h a t s am e a f t e r n o o n .
W e a p p r e c i a t e t h e s t a f f a n d
c o n g r e g a t i o n o f L i f e t r e e f o r
t h e i r g e n e r o u s s e r v i c e a n d d o -
n a t i o n t o t h e R a n c h o s / H i l l s
S e n i o r C e n t e r .

H a p p y L a b o r D a y .

T h o u g h t f o r S e p t e m b e r :
“ A l l l a b o r t h a t u p l i f t s h u m a n -
i t y h a s d i g n i t y . ” – M a r t i n
L u t h e r K i n g , J r.

LHS FOOTBALL
2023

8-25 Sanger West @ LHS 7:30

9-1 LHS @ Dos Palos 7:30

9-8 Yosemite @ LHS 7

9-15 LHS @ Caruthers 7:30

9-29 LHS @ Fowler 7:30

10-6 Minarets @ LHS 7:30

10-13 LHS @ Parlier 7

10-20 LHS @ Riverdale 7:30

10-27 Chowchilla @ LHS 7
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The Bookshelf

Check Out Library’s Mobile Apps
By Jerrica Edmundson

Summer has come to a close and with
that, school is back in session. We may not
have our library organized the same as the
school library, but we do haveAR level stick-
ers on most of our children’s section with
color coding to help pick out books that will
suit your little one’s needs. We are always
happy to help find books, but will always
stand by the belief that finding something you
are interested in will always help promote
more reading. If there is ever a title you are
looking for that we don’t have on our shelves,
we can order it and have it brought directly to
us in a few weeks.

If you haven’t checked it out yet, be sure
to download our mobile app: SJVLS Valley-
Cat, where you can check if we have a title,
order books through our hold system, check
your due dates, pay fines and even renew your
books. We have been hard at work trying to
bring better tools to you that will helpmanage
your account and lovewhatwe have been able
to bring out. ValleyCat is just one of ourmany
mobile applications that can enhance your li-
brary experience. Hoopla andLibbywill allow
you to check out digital copies of popular
eBooks, digital audiobooks, music CDs,
movies and TV show episodes with no risk of
late fees or even waiting in some instances.
Through our website at maderacountyli-
brary.org. we even have online encyclopedia
databases and a full catalog of Chilton refer-
ence guides to help with any automotive re-

pair you might be trying to perform. All
you need to take advantage of these great
resources is aMadera County Library card,
and those are totally free.

Aside from fully digital resources like
those above, we also have Chromebooks
available for checkout as well as State
Parks Passeswhichwill provide youwith a
day pass for a passenger vehicle into most
California State Parks (the nearest to us is
Millerton Lake). If you are headed to
Millerton, we have developed a fun inter-
active experience calledAgents of Discov-
ery, another mobile app, that can provide
some fun insight into theworld around you
through an exciting, augmented reality
platform. If there is anything you think we
might be able to add to our services line up,
let us know and we will see what we can
do tomake it happen. Our goal is to ensure
that we are serving your needs in the best
way possible, and we are glad to help.

The Madera Ranchos Library
37398 Berkshire Drive

559-645-1214
Sunday and Monday Closed
Tuesday 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Wednesday andThursday

11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Friday and Saturday

11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
www.MaderaCountyLibrary.org

Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting

Concrete Foundations & Flatwork8/23

8/
23

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
the Ranchos Independent

In basically a rematch of our last con-
gressional election in 2022, Democrat
Adam Gray has announced that he will run
again for the Congressional seat in District
13, the area that includes the Madera Ran-
chos.

The former state assemblyman from
Merced lost to Republican John Duarte by
only 564 votes out of 133,000 votes cast,
the second-closest House of Representative
decision in the nation for that election.

Gray has already been endorsed by
Rep. Jim Costa, D-Fresno, and others. In a
video announcement of his candidacy, Gray
said, “If you look at those results (from No-
vember), it was a low-turnout election. I
think a lot of people were frustrated, and
rightfully so, with inflation and coming out
of COVID, and the way the Central Valley
has been treated.” He thinks that an election
that piggybacks on a presidential election
will boost his numbers at the ballot.

The National Republican Congres-
sional Committee issued a statement call-
ing Gray a “Sacramento swamp creature.”

“Central Valley voters rejected Adam
Gray after he betrayed them to collect lav-
ish special interest perks,” National Repub-
lican Congressional Committee western
press secretary Ben Peterson said, citing
that as an Assemblyman Gray, “… skipped
over 150 votes – and when he did show up,
Gray drove up inflation, raised the gas tax
and waged war on the Valley’s way of life.”

Althougnh District 13 encompasses all
of Merced County and parts of Fresno,
Madera, San Joaquin and Stanislaus coun-
ties, Duarte outpolled Gray by more than
3,600 votes in Madera County, which os-
tensibly gave Duarte the victory.

The Ranchos’ 13th Congressional Dis-
trict is viewed as a potential key to whether
Republicans will maintain their majority in
the House of Representatives.

Gray vs Duarte ... Again in 2024?
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•Fixed Monthly Costs - Remove the fear of unpredictable energy costs with a
consistent, monthly solar bill that you set!
• Transparent Billing - Stop paying outrageous hidden fees dumped on you by your
utility company and only pay for the energy you use.
• More money for the things you love - Been putting off that beach house vacation
or Caribbean cruise? With solar savings of up to 40%, you can afford the retreat you
deserve.

$1,200 average first year savings • 5 Star rating on Google • Kuubix Master Dealer • FREE Estimate

559-978-7448
6081 N 1st Street • Suite 101 • Fresno • info@solarbystellar.com
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By Igal Treibatch

Mitigating Road Accidents
With New Flashing Lights
At Road 36 and Avenue 15

One of the most common com-
plaints from our community is traffic
incidents. Accidents and even deaths
have become common and occur on a
regular basis. From SEMCU’s incep-
tion, one of the concern pillars was
“traffic safety.” In the past, we at
SEMCU have worked with Madera
County, Golden Valley Unified School
District and all the Southeast Madera
County’s area communities over traf-
fic danger and safety issues. We advo-
cated for the improvement and
upgrade of Avenue 12 as well as using
Avenue 9 for traffic relief, installation
of signals and stop signs throughout
our community by donating traffic-re-
lated road signs.

1146 Barstow #G • Clovis
559-797-2528

Caesar Dents
&&Auto Body Repair

If you’ve been involved in a wreck, you know there’s nothing worse. Will
your car be like it was? Will it cost an arm and a leg to fix? Will it take
forever? Call Caesar Dents. Estimates are always free, the work is
impeccable and the price just might surprise you.

Auto • Aircraft • Boats 8/
23

Recently we added to past dona-
tions the cost of four red flashing
solar-operated stop signs at Road 36
and Avenue 15, which
is one of the busier in-
tersections of our
community. Accidents
and even death mark
that spot. The
County’s department
of public works was
very involved and was
the one that installed
the SEMCU -donated
four stop signs on July
13. Supervisor Jordan
Wam -hoff joined
SEMCU at the dedica-
tion and the County’s
will and energy in
working toward mak-
ing our roads safer as
funds become avail-
able from their own
sources needs to be
praised. 

Today, SEMCU is already work-
ing on our next donation project by
working with Madera County Library.
SEMCU is donating a complete re-
mote virtual meeting system to allow
anyone to book time with the library
and hold virtual meetings in the li-

brary’s meeting room. A large wall-
mounted TV, independent speakers, a
roaming microphone and a camera will

facilitate remote
Zoom-type meetings.
A podium will serve as
the meeting’s central
point when needed. In-
dividuals and groups
are welcome to book
dates ahead and re-
serve the meeting
room as soon as the in-
stallation is completed
by the end of this
month. 

SEMCU would ap-
preciate anyone in
Southeast Madera
County to suggest
ideas for future com-
munity worthy proj-
ects. You can
participate or just lis-
ten to the SEMCU
meetings which are

held only once a month for approxi-
mately an hour at 6 p.m. on the third

Monday of every month via telephone
or computer. By telephone just dial 312-
757-3121 and you will get prompted to
input the access code 715657949#. By
computer, tablet or phone you can use
the link www.gotomeet.me/Grey-
stoneConference.

To reach SEMCU for more infor-
mation or suggestions, call 559-363-
9095 or reach us at www.semcu.org or
by email at info@semcu.org. 

There are opportunities to become a
Board Member if you live in Southeast
Madera which will allow you to be a
part of the decision-making process with
our collaborative group of concerned
neighbors in the SEMCU’s community
area. It will be your opportunity to voice
your concerns and have an input on how
issues facing our community are han-
dled. Our next meeting is on Monday,
Sept. 21. To reach SEMCU for more in-
formation or suggestions, call 559-363-
9095, or reach us by email at info@
semcu.org. 

SEMCU is “By the Community, 
For the Community”



Page 15

www.The Ranchos.com

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

8/23 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TTIIRREEDD  OOFF  PPAAYYIINNGG
FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at SSaayy  yyoouu  ssaaww  iitt  iinn

the Ranchos Independent

• In 2018, Nataraj Karate set a new Guinness
World Record by stuffing 650 drinking straws
in his mouth at once. He had to keep them
there for at least 10 seconds to break the pre-
vious record. 
• Human blood cells have different lifespans.
• Dollar bills weren't always green. Colonial
money, for example, was tan with black or red ink. The Civil War government
began using green ink to print paper money because it didn't fade or easily de-
compose, which protected against counterfeiting.
• Auto manufacturer Volkswagen makes not just vehicles, but currywurst sausages.
• Following his successful bladder stone surgery, the relieved English diarist
Samuel Pepys celebrated the anniversary of the event every year after.
• The first hot-air balloon flight, in 1783, took off with a sheep, a duck and a roos-
ter on board, as it was unknown how the human body would react to flying at high
altitudes. (They landed safely.)
• A company in Poland makes dinnerware out of wheat bran. 
• Queen Elizabeth II visited the set of the TV series "Game of Thrones" but could-
n't be seated on the throne due to an old rule that "the ruling monarch can't sit on
a foreign throne."
• While it's not the longest word in the English language, a study of 1.7 million
samples of everyday English found that the longest word you're likely to encounter
on a daily basis is "uncharacteristically."
• Ants leave pheromone trails when they walk that serve as maps for other ants.
• Although Saturn is the second-largest planet in our solar system, it's also the
lightest, and could float in water because it's basically a giant gas ball -- if we had
a bathtub big enough to hold it. 

Thought for the Day: "Laws control the lesser man. Right conduct controls the
greater one." -- Chinese proverb

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc. 

torian. These members are very excited
and have some big plans for the club this
year. They have already begun planning
activities for the monthly meetings to in-
troduce members to all of the opportuni-
ties 4-H offers.

Golden Oak 4-H will be holding its
monthly club meetings the second
Wednesday of every month starting in
September. We will be meeting at the
Madera Ranchos Public Library at 37398
Berkshire Dr. in the Madera Ranchos. The
meetings begin at 7 p.m. We look forward
to meeting all of our members for our first
business session and “welcome back” ac-
tivity. If you are interested in more infor-
mation please contact our community club
leaders, Jennifer Garzon and Monique
Morgan at 4hgoldenoak@gmail.com.

By Wyatt Morgan
Club Treasurer

Sierra Shadows 4-H

Sierra Shadows 4-H Club had a
busy 2022-2023 year. Members partici-
pated and competed in events all over
the state and we couldn't be more proud
to have them represent our club. For the
beginning of another year in 4-H, the of-
ficers had their first meeting on Aug. 8.
The new officer team includes President
– Jake Poore; Vice President – Jamie
Crandall; Secretary – Lucy Lee; Treas-
urer – Landon Davis; Reporter and His-
torian – Mikayla Carr; Sergeant At Arms
– Samara Mohler, Recreation – Micah
Lee and Annelise Crandall; Healthy Liv-
ing – Emily Wallace and Taylor Ward;
Attendant Secretary – Ava Wells; Host-
ess – Abbigail and Emily Rosier;
Cloverbud Hostess – Jade Mellott;
Cloverbud Healthy Living – Paisley

Bower; and Cloverbud Recreation –
Brooke Davis.

To celebrate a memorable and ex-
citing year in 4-H, the members partici-
pated in a movie night. This was held on
June 24 at the Gonzalez house and
everyone had a terrific time. A treasured
event was that some of our members ex-
perienced summer camp at Camp Keloa
last month. The members participated in
fun games and activities at camp, such
as canoeing on the lake and singing
around the campfire. Every member had
a spectacular time and looks forward to
returning next year.

4-H cont. from P. 9

The members of the Sierra Shadows 4-H
Club gather in the Sierrra View Elementary
multipurpose room at 16436 Paula Road in
the Bonnadelle Ranchos.

Please save the date for our first
club meeting on Tuesday, Sept. 12 at 7
p.m. at the Sierra View Elementary Mul-
tipurpose Room. We have members as
young as five and up to age 19. We offer
various projects for members of differ-
ent ages, such as Public Speaking, Large
and Small Animal options, Outdoor Ad-
venture, Foods, Arts and Crafts, and
more. Please don't hesitate to contact our
new Club Community Leader, Mrs.
Jesse Bower, for more information at
sierrashadows4h@gmail.com.

By Mikayla Carr
Reporter

"saved his profits, invested in land, built
a holding of 1,200 acres, became a suc-
cessful rancher, rented some of his land,
added another business, and became a
local money lender."

Was slavery good for these men?
Absolutely not. The point is what they
accomplished despite slavery, not be-
cause of it. 

Two can play the Kamala Harris
game, by the way. 

In her famous 1619 Project essay,
The New York Times writer Nikole Han-
nah-Jones writes that: "Black people
were not chattel. And so the process of
seasoning, instead of erasing identity,
served an opposite purpose: In the void,

we forged a new culture all our own."
There she goes -- saying slavery

served some good, that it was "seasoning."
Imagine if the Florida curriculum

said that slavery gave us African Ameri-
can hair styles? There'd be outrage, but
Hannah-Jones says it: "Today's avant-
garde nature of black hairstyles and fash-
ion displays a vibrant reflection of
enslaved people's determination to feel
fully human through self-expression."

The left wouldn't have to deny the
historical record or tie itself into knots if
it weren't so determined to lie about De-
Santis, but that imperative overwhelms
everything else.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National
Review.
© 2023 by King Features Synd., Inc.

EDITORIAL cont. from P. 5
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Get Your Kiwanis BBQ Basket Tickets
Kiwanis Korner

JUNE/JULY 2023

Median Listing Price
$532K

MedianDays onMarket
30

Median Sold Price
$527K

Median Price/SF Sold
$254

Data based on the
Fresno County MLS

Thinking of buying or selling a home?
Don’t know where to start?

Call or contact us.

Mary Avigliano
559-367-7264

mary@ironkeyrealestate.com
REALTOR® •DRE02093132

Jessica Gonzales
559-408-1784

jess@ironkeyrealestate.com
REALTOR ® • DRE 02136161

WE GOT YOU!

8/
23

“Real estate is
my life! I make
your real estate

dreams a reality.”

8/
23

“Put my experience, knowledge, service and professionalism to work for you.”

Integrity, Dedication, Results
www.homesmartpva.com/mfoto • DRE #01454566

559-250-6740 • mfotorealtor@gmail.com

By Sally Rowden

Several of our members are out in
the community with our Labor Day
Barbeque Basket raffle. It’s full of
everything for the perfect BBQ gath-
ering. Raffle tickets are $5 for six
tickets. All monies support our chil-
dren in our communities. If you don’t
see us, you can contact Sally Rowden
at 559-908-7073 to request tickets.
The drawing will take place on Labor
Day.

Our successful previous fundrais-
ing projects are assisting us in pur-
chasing a water filtration system for
the students at our Ranchos Middle
School. Students will be able to fill
up their water bottles with fresh fil-
tered water, keeping themselves hy-
drated.

Lots of club business is taking
place. The Fresno Kiwanis will be
visiting us in August. The Kiwanis
Division 5 is made up of 11 clubs
from Kingsburg to Madera. We take
turns visiting each other’s clubs, to
not only support each other, but to
glean additional ideas on how to con-
tinue to be successful in all our en-
deavors.

Our new officers will be estab-
lished, installed and introduced by the
beginning of October. Plus, all offi-
cers will be attending a Kiwanis Di-
vision 5 training. Our own Mona Diaz
will be installed on Aug. 28 as our
Kiwanis Lieutenant Governor of Di-
vision 5, meaning she will be govern-
ing 11 Kiwanis clubs. Congrat-
ulations Mona!

We’ve purchased a table at the
Fireman’s BBQ on Saturday, Sept.
23. Always an exciting event, we
hope to see you there. In the morning
of this same date, the Kiwanis Divi-
sion 5 clubs of Fresno and Madera
will be hosting the “Run 4 the Mira-
cle” and the “Miracle Mile of Quar-
ters” at Cobb Ranch. These two
charity events support the Pediatric

Trauma Unit at Valley Children’s
Hospital. The run/walk trail starts at
Cobb Ranch going out to Sycamore
Island and then back. For more infor-
mation go to kiwanisdivisionfive.com

Remember to save the date for
our Winter Christmas Tea which will
be held on Saturday, Nov. 18. Further
information will follow in the next
publications of the Ranchos Inde-
pendent.

This would be a great time of the
year to come and join us. We desire
to hear about projects the community
would like to see happen for the chil-
dren of our communities. Parents,
grandparents, great grandparents,
caregivers, etc., all are welcome to
come and share their ideas. Possibly
other community groups have ideas to
share. It would be great to work to-
gether. Sometimes I’ll see on “What’s
up in the Ranchos?” Facebook site
ideas shared. Let’s make them hap-
pen.

We meet every second and fourth
Thursday of the month at Second
Sons Brewery at 6:30 p.m. If you
would like to email Sally Rowden to
share your ideas and your contact in-
formation, you’re welcome to do so at
rowdensally2@gmail.com. Please
note there is a change to our last
meeting in August which will be on
Thursday, Aug. 31 at 6:30 p.m.

In closing … “It is not the brains
that matter most, but that which
guides them: The character, the heart,
generous qualities, progressive
ideas.” -- Fyodor Dostoyevsky

Time for a HOME change?
Let ME help you.

Ana Marie Sherwood, Realtor®

asherwood@guarantee.com
DRE LIC. #01894032

GUARANTEE
REAL ESTATE

A Berkshire Hathaway Affilliate

555599--990033--00885555
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www.RanchosKiwanis.com

    Real Estate

SAY YOU SAW IT ...
... IN THE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT

TThhee  LLuuxxuurryy
HHoommee  RReeaallttoorr

LLoouurriiee  FFoollllaanndd

aann  eexxppeerrtt  iinn  yyoouurr  aarreeaa!! AAvvaaiillaabbllee  ffoorr  aallll  yyoouurr  RReeaall  EEssttaattee  aanndd  iinnvveessttmmeenntt  nneeeeddss

555599--779900--44772299
FFoollllaanndd@@ccoommccaasstt..nneett

555599--779900--44772299
FFoollllaanndd@@ccoommccaasstt..nneett

BBRREE  ##0011331166334466
TThheeLLuuxxuurryyHHoommeeRReeaallttoorr..ccoomm

TTrruullyy  LLooccaall,,  TTrruullyy  EExxppeerrtt
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is wrong, we will be doing the right thing
in terms of economic and environmental
policy.” – TimothyWirth, President of the
UN Foundation

“Current lifestyles and consumption
patterns of the affluent middle class – in-
volving high meat intake, use of fossil fuels,
appliances, air-conditioning and suburban
housing – are not sustainable.” – He for-
got the stoves. Maurice Strong, Chairman
of the UN Earth Summit

“We must make this an insecure and
inhospitable place for capitalists and their
projects. We must reclaim the roads and
plowed lands, halt dam construction, tear
down existing dams, free shackled rivers
and return to wilderness millions of acres
of presently settled land.” – Dave Fore-
man, co-founder of Earth First

“No matter if the science of global
warming is all phony … climate change
provides the greatest opportunity to bring
about justice and equality in the world.” –
Christine Stewart, former Canadian Min-
ister of the Environment

“A massive campaign must be
launched to de-develop the United States.
De-development means bringing our eco-
nomic system into line with the realities of
ecology and the world resource situation.”
– Professor Paul Ehrlich, professor of pop-
ulation studies at Stanford University

“Human beings, as a species, have no
more value than slugs.” – John Davis, Ed-
itor of Earth First Journal

The American Policy Center
These quotes and others are contained

in The Wrenching Transformation of
America: Agenda 21 produced by the
American Policy Center and available at
AmericanPolicy.org. The site is an excel-
lent source of information on the important
subjects of education, property rights, can-
cel culture, elections andmuchmore that is
relevant to today’s monumental and seem-
ingly insurmountable problems.

NOTE: Fortunately, family stoves
were saved from extinction by the Gas
Stove Protection and Freedom Act, H.R.
1615 (118). Yes folks, fearless lawmakers
saved the home-cooked Thanksgiving din-
ner from extinction. Let’s hope they will
save America from the same fate.

By Betty Van Valkenburg

Remember the saying “everything but
the kitchen stove”? A quick search tells us
that it first appeared in an 1894 newspaper
and meant “just about everything.” During
World War II, the phrase “everything but
the kitchen sink” became popular in Eng-
land and frequently meant that everything
was being thrown at the enemy. Today,
many of us could say that when
we travel, “we pack every-
thing but the kitchen
stove.”

Now,
p o w e r
grabbers
a r e
u s i n g
g l o b a l -
warming/cli-
mate change
hysteria from
the 1992 Earth
Summit of
world climate-
crisis leaders, chron-
icled in their book
called “Agenda 21,” to
outlaw or threaten to
outlaw things we cherish
or need – including our
gas kitchen stoves. These would-be gods
have called their villain “global warming”
or “global cooling,” and “an existential
threat” and finally “climate change.” Every-
thing but the kitchen stove – or sink!

A few of them may believe their own
hype, but shame on those who use fear mon-
gering based on a false theory to elevate

themselves to positions of power over the
rest of us. Here are just a few quotes that
show the true arrogance – and sometimes
pure malevolence – of climate elites, some
of whom participated in the 1992 Earth
Summit in Rio, including Al Gore.

Quotes
“Isn’t the only hope for the planet that

the industrial nations collapse? Isn’t it our
responsibility to bring that about?” –Mau-
rice Strong, Chairman of the 1992 Earth

Summit
“If I were
reincarnated,
I would be re-
turned to
Earth as a
killer virus
to lower
h u m a n
population
levels.” –
P r i n c e
Phillip, leader
of the World
Wildlife Fund

“I believe it
is appropriate to

have an over-repre-
sentation of the facts on
how dangerous it [cli-

mate change] is, as a pred-
icate for opening up the audience” – Al
Gore, former Vice President and self-ap-
pointed climate czar

“We reject the idea of private prop-
erty.” – Peter Berle, National Audubon So-
ciety

“We’ve got to ride this global warming
issue. Even if the theory of global warming

Climate Change Hoaxsters
Came for Your Kitchen Stove

1. Is the book of Miriam (KJV) in the Old or
New Testament or neither?
2. Which book may be summarized as "Bad
times do not change the nature of God"?
Judges, Job, Jeremiah, Jonah
3. From 2 Chronicles 9:11, what are psalter-
ies for singers? Robes, Stringed instruments,
Lyrics, Abodes
4. In Revelation 6, what's the name of the

fourth horseman? Death, Power, Brimstone,
Terror
5. From Ecclesiastes 3, there is a time to
break down and a time to? Plow, Climb, Re-
joice, Build up
6. Which of these was Abraham's wife? Re-
bekah, Martha, Sarah, Michal

ANSWERS
1. Neither

2. Job
3. Stringed instruments
4. Death
5. Build up
6. Sarah

Hardcore trivia fan? Visit Wilson
Casey's subscriber site at
www.patreon.com/triviaguy.

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.
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classified rates are
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Today!
The Ranchos Independent

RRAANNDDYY  BBAAIILLEEYY
for MORE sales tomorrow, call

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Equipment
• Supplies

• Residential
• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial

• Locally Owned

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-
coustical Removal

Color Matching

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call
41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS

All Makes & Models

J.H. SandersGeneral & Custom Auto
Service & Repairs

559-645-1578

Call Gina
at 559-289-3401

email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Covering
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valleycall Mag Anaya Jr.

559-974-1357Ranchos
Resident

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance

Weekly & monthly service 
(not a licensed contractor)

commercial, residential
and industrial landscaping

info@TouchOfGreenLandscape.us

CA LIC. #934774

559-242-6352call

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts
559-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

AArrttss  &&  CCrraaffttss  SSttuuddiioo  ••  BBiissqquuee  ••  WWoooodd  IItteemmss

Jose Lopez
559-779-0401
call

Lic. #1042108

DRIVEWAYS•SIDEWALKS•COMMERCIAL•RESIDENTIAL

HAIRCUTS

37184 AVE. 12 #104
(behind Pizza Factory)

439-2004

$15
Seniors Thursdays ONLY $13!

674-1663
ssaammee  ddaayy  sseerrvviiccee

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting 

INVEST IN YOUR
EXISTING PROPERTY!
For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!
10878 HWY 41 • 559-645-4849

www.bedrockeng.com

559-363-9095
3rd Monday of the month • 6 p.m.
37191 Ave. 12, Madera Ranchos

“For the
community,

by the
community.”

SEMCU
““SSeerrvviiccee  yyoouu  ccaann  ttrruusstt,,
pprriicceess  yyoouu  ccaann  aaffffoorrdd..””

645-5324
The ONLY

locally owned
propane company
in the Ranchos

559-481-6875
37193 Ave. 12 #3H

info@acts176.com

Madera Ranchos

36754 AVE. 12 •Madera Ranchos

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing
Sports Physicals only $35!

660-5262

7355 N. Palm #100
Fresno

NorthwestPediatricMedicalGroup.com

“Right off
of Highway 41
at Friant.”

559-271-6302

We’re
Accepting

NEW Patients

559-479-4113
CA #441782•www.chadstrucking.com

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL
SAND & GRAVEL• CRUSHED ROCK
FILL DIRT•TOP SOIL•HUMUS•BARK
CHIPS•RIVER ROCK•BASE ROCK
ROCK DUST•COBBLESTONES

DRIVEWAY  BASE
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP

Commercial/Residential
ALSO specializing in finish

carpentry & handyman services

tile • hardwood • laminate • LVP

Expert installation • over 30 yrs experience

NEW FLOORS 
IN YOUR HOME!

559-994-5908
FREE ESTIMATES! Lic. #591468   

The Ranchos
Independent 

Put

to work for you.
CALL 645-0634

Today!

Get Involved!

645-4001
2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m.
37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

Now Is The Time To
Shed Those

Unwanted Pounds!

Lose Weight NOW!

DIET
WORLD

MEDICAL
GROUP

Quick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!

224-6744
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Have friends or family
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are
you moving but you

still want to keep in touch
with what’s happening in the

Madera Ranchos?

to the Ranchos Independent

37167 Ave. 12, #5C
Madera, CA 93636

SUBSCRIBE!

local news • local events • local happenings
editorial • games • real estate • columns
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SPREAD THE NEWS!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@yahoo.com
Ranchos IndependentThe
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SSuuppeerr Crossword

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent 
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Classified
Carpet Cleaning
Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley
Chamber member. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-676-0760.

Child Care
Excellent Child Care - 30+ years of
experience. Your home or mine.
Evenings after 5 p.m. and weekends.
Call and interview me! Call Diane
Whetsel at 559-645-5903.

Chimney Sweep
Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove in-
serts, pellet stoves and fireplaces.
Also clean clothes dryer vents.

REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY,
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332.

Gutter Services
The Gut ter Doctor spec ia l i z ing
in bo th con t inuous and s tanda rd
ra in gu t t e r s . Genera l Con t rac to r .
Repa i r Main tenance . 26 yea r s
work ing in the a rea . Cal l 5 5 9 -
908 - 0759 .

Housecleaning
Over 40 yar s o f e xpe r i en c e -
Re f e r enc e s ava i l ab l e - Lupe ’ s
Hou s e C l e an i ng , r e s i d e n t i a l ,
o n e - t ime s e r v i c e , move -
i n s /move - ou t s , w i ndows , c on -
s t r u c t i o n c l e a n up .
Lup e P r a d o 2 5@y a h o o . c om .

5 5 9 - 7 1 0 - 0 6 9 2 o r 6 5 0 - 7 7 1 -
2 9 1 5 .

Property Clean Up
Proper ty c l ean up , l andscape
maintenance and tree tr imming
- FREE ESTIMATES . P ro f e s -
s iona l and re l i ab l e . Cal l Er ic a t
559-903-3757 .

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLING PICKUP - AmericanMade
Direct/Kids4recycling offers free
pickup of newspaper, shredded
paper, all household plastic, glass,
aluminum and tin cans (containers
DON’T need to be CRV). Metal
haul away and cleanups available
also! 80% return back to commu-
nity! Call Dianna at 559-999-6832.

Tractor/Trenching Services
BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST-
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Ro-
totilling - Mowing - Scraping - Stump
Grinding. Call John at 908-1066.

Window Cleaning Services
Most windows $5 inside/out -
Screen, track, sills. Remove hard
water stains on home windows, shower
doors and car windows. Cobweb re-
moval too. Fully insured.

Call Nick at 285-1723. Free esti-
mates.

©2023 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

The idea of Go Figure is to ar-
rive at the figures given at the
bottom and right-hand columns
of the diagram by following the
arithmetic signs in the order
they are given (that is, from left
to right and top to bottom). Use
only the numbers below the di-
agram to complete its blank
squares and use each of the
nine numbers only once.

36754 AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTO ACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

8/23

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

TTOO  AADDVVEERRTTIISSEE  ccaallll  555599--664455--00663344

• To help our children learn the placement
of states, we glued a map to a piece of card-
board, then used a razor knife to cut each
state out along its lines. This created a puz-
zle. It made learning the states fun, and we
wrote the capitals on the backs, so we
learned those, too. -- M.A. in Georgia
• Keep extra magazines in the car to read
when you have to wait or while sitting in
line at the bank or fast-food drive-through. 
• I love self-sticking notes to stay organized. I use them on my bathroom van-
ity mirror so that I can preplan my day in my head while getting ready. -- E.T.
in Georgia
• I purchased extra-large safety pins and used scraps of fabric to designate tow-
els for family members. I wrote each of our names in washable ink on several
“tags,” which are then attached to our bathing towel. I can tell in an instant who
has left his or her towel on the floor/bed/etc. And I am washing a lot less tow-
els now. -- D.L. in Ohio
• I had a few old mouse pads that were lying around. I used embroidery floss to
stitch a few together, and I use them as a knee pad in the garden. The bonus is
that it rolls up for storage. -- A.C. in New Mexico
• Keep and wash thoroughly any vegetable or meat trays (discard broken ones
or pierced ones). They can be used as paint trays for small projects around the
house, or for the children.

Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc. 
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Mars, your ruling planet, helps you deal with career challenges in a
way that reflects some of your own hidden strengths. This impresses some important decision-makers.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Your strong Bovine will, combined with your romantic nature (you
are ruled by Venus), helps turn a romance with a potential for problems into one with more positive
possibilities.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Mercury's influence creates some unsettling moments, but nothing that
you can't live with. You'll soon learn more about a major change that is about to be revealed.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Opportunities for you are like the phases of the Moon -- constantly
appearing and reappearing. So, cheer up. The opportunity you thought slipped by will be replaced
by another.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) An opportunity that you hoped would open up for you remains closed.
Stop wasting time scratching at it. Something else you'll like will soon make itself apparent and
accessible.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Congratulations. You'll soon hear some positive feedback for
all of the hard work you recently put into a project. Meanwhile, a Pisces could soon swim into your
personal life.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Someone whose friendship you felt you had to write off will
try to revive it. What you do is up to you, but don't do it without giving it considerable thought.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) A job-related plan might need to be reworked to allow for
changes. Lucky for you, there's strong planetary influences that can help you focus on getting it
done right.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) This is a good time to move into areas of self-
discovery. You might be surprised about who you really are and how you really relate to those
around you.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Expect to confront someone who will make an
unwelcome request. Stand by your resolve to do the right thing, no matter what "persuasion" might
be offered.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) A friendly competition could become more contentious
than you expected. Take time out to discuss the reasons behind this unexpected change and act
accordingly.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) You have a wonderful mind for solving mysteries, so you should
feel confident about solving the one that develops very close to you. An unlikely source offers help.

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

You're a great host or hostess. You love being with people, and you're very
good about planning all sorts of social events that bring folks together.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk
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1. ANIMAL KINGDOM:What is a group of
kangaroos called? 2. MOVIES: What kind of
enchanted flower is featured in the animated
film "Beauty and the Beast"? 3. GEOGRA-
PHY: How many pyramids are in the Pyra-
mids of Giza in Egypt? 4. TELEVISION:
What did the surgeons on the "M.A.S.H" TV
drama call their tent home? 5. FOOD &
DRINK: When was the first restaurant fran-
chise of Kentucky Fried Chicken founded? 6.
U.S. STATES: What is the capital of Ver-
mont? 7. CHEMISTRY:What is the only let-
ter that doesn't occur in the Periodic Table?
8. MYTHOLOGY: What is the Roman god
equivalent of the Greek god Hermes? 9. LIT-
ERATURE:Which famous singer-songwriter
won the Nobel Prize for Literature in 2016?
10. MUSIC: Which country is the pop band
ABBA from?

1.Amob.
2.Arose.
3.Three.
4.TheSwamp.
5.1952.
6.Montpelier.
7.J.
8.Mercury.
9.BobDylan.
10.Sweden.

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.
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1.RingoStarr,drummerfortheBeatles.
He'dtakenupdrumsasachildwhenhe
wasinasanitariumfortuberculosisfor
twoyearsandwasencouragedtoplay
musicalinstrumentsfortherapy.Today
he'sSirRichardStarkey,havingbeen
knightedbyPrinceWilliamforservices
tomusicintheU.K.2.GregLake,of
Emerson,Lake&Palmer.Hewroteit
afterhismotherboughthimaguitar,and
afterhe'dlearnedfourchords.3.John
Lennon,in1964.Thebest-everversion,
handsdown,wasthecoverbythe
Mamas&thePapasin1966ontheir
debutalbum.4.LouChristie,in1963.5.
"MoreThanSilence,"byBoyGeorge
andCultureClub,in2018.Thesongwas
releasedontheir"Life"album,theirsixth
andthefirstsince1999.

1. Who was born Richard Starkey? 2.
Name the artist who was only 12 years
old when he wrote "LuckyMan." 3. Who
wrote and released "I Call Your Name"?
4. Which artist wrote and released "Two
Faces Have I"? 5. Name the song:
"Watching you play our favorite song,
Shutters down, headphones on, I want
the world to know my pain."

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.



UUnnttiill  ffuurrtthheerr  nnoottiiccee,,  tthhee
rreegguullaarr  SSEEMMCCUU  mmeeeettiinnggss  wwiillll
ttaakkee  ppllaaccee  vviiaa  tteelleeccoonnffeerreennccee..

Our next meeting is Monday, September 18 at 6 p.m.

PPlleeaassee  lleett  uuss  kknnooww  iiff  yyoouu  hhaavvee  aannyy  qquueessttiioonnss..

8/
23

FFllaasshhiinngg  SSttoopp  SSiiggnnss
ffoorr  tthhee  RRaanncchhooss

Four High-visibility, Flashing
LED Stop Signs placed at the
crossroads of Avenue 15 and
Road 36 were recently
donated by SEMCU

By telephone - dial: 312-757-3121 and you will get
prompted to input the access code 715657949#
By computer, tablet or phone - use the link -

https://www.gotomeet.me/GreystoneConference


