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A San Diego
resident tried to

vote with her deceased
mother’s ballot from

Madera County.
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A San Diego
resident tried to

vote with her deceased
mother’s ballot from

Madera County.

he Madera County Registrar of Voters an-
nounced that last month, Elizabeth Gale, a
resident of San Diego, pled guilty to com-
mitting voter fraud in the 2021 California

Gubernatorial Recall Election.
“Ms. Gale made the unfortunate mistake of

believing that though her mother had recently
passed, that she could get away with voting her
ballot, forging her signature, and claiming to have
witnessed her mother signing the ballot,” stated
Rebecca Martinez, the Madera County Registrar
of Voters. “Fortunately for the people of Madera
County, we have safeguards in place to detect
these types of illegal activities, so Ms. Gale’s poor
decision was discovered, and she was prose-
cuted.”

In August of 2021, the Registrar issued bal-
lots to all Madera County voters for the Sept. 14,
2021, Statewide Gubernatorial Election. Within
just a few days, the Registrar’s office was notified
that the Defendant’s mother had passed away ear-
lier in the year. The deceased voter’s ballot was
immediately voided, making it non-voteable. On
Sept. 10, the deceased voter’s ballot was mailed
back to the Registrar’s Office with what was de-
termined to be an invalid signature of the voter.

Martinez notified Madera County District At-
torney Sally Moreno of the suspected criminal act
and an investigation was initiated. After a thor-
ough investigation, the deceased voter’s daughter
was charged with felony violations of the Califor-
nia Elections Code. Gale eventually pled guilty to
a felony charge. As a result of her plea, a Madera
County Superior Court judge sentenced Gale to
two years of felony probation. The terms of her
sentence required that Gale be booked into the
Madera County jail and released, that she report
to a probation officer, that she maintain gainful
employment, not change her addresses or travel
outside of California without prior consent, pay
court fines and fees, submit to search and seizure
and may not own or possess a firearm.

District Attorney Sally Moreno said,
“Processes put in place by [Rebecca Martinez] for
her office easily detected this fraud which was
stopped before the vote was counted.”

“I take the responsibility of protecting our
elections seriously,” Martinez said. “Madera
County elections are fair, transparent and accu-
rate. Ms. Gale attempted to cheat us all and I re-
fuse to allow anyone to do that.”

“I appreciate the diligent efforts of my staff

T

who discovered the attempted fraud, the District Attorney’s Inves-
tigations Bureau that tracked down Ms. Gale in Southern California,
the Deputy District Attorneys who ensured that she was held ac-
countable and justice was served,” Martinez said.

“This should serve as a reminder to those who think they can
compromise democracy, you will not get away with it. Not on our
watch,” Martinez and Moreno said in a joint statement.

Parents: Avoid Idling at Schools
As schools reopen for the fall session,

air quality officials are asking parents
across the San Joaquin Valley to consider
student health and turn off their engines
when waiting to pick up their children at the
end of the school day. Limiting vehicle
idling at schools will help to reduce air pol-
lution and student exposure to vehicle emis-
sions.

With school now back in session, in-
creased vehicle traffic contributes to the
formation of ground-level ozone. Parents
can help reduce emissions and protect pub-
lic health by incorporating some of the fol-
lowing practices:

F • Coordinate a carpool or rideshare to
get kids to and from school.

• Driving less
– Look for
ways to leave
your gasoline
vehicle home
more often by
linking your
trips.

• Walking your children to school
when air quality allows.

• Keeping your vehicle running prop-
erly – A well-tuned vehicle pollutes less.

• Avoiding the use of drive-through
services – Turn off your engine and go in-
side for food, coffee and other services in-
stead of idling in the drive-through.

• Driving zero-emission or low-emis-
sion vehicles – The District offers a cash re-
bate that can be found online at
www.valleyair.org/drivecleaninthesan
joaquin/rebate/ to go electric.

• Turning off your engine at school –
When you are stopping to drop
the kids off in the morning
and waiting to pick them
up at the end of the

school

Please see IDLE on P. 3

A 2017 graduate of Liberty High
School is the California Highway Patrol’s
newest peace officer.

Bernavet Mendez Padilla of Madera
completed cadet training at the California
Highway Patrol Academy on Aug. 5. The
new officer has
been assigned to
duty at the
CHP’s San Jose
Area office.

Padilla grad-
uated from Lib-
erty High School
in 2017 and went
on to earn a Bach-
elor of Science
degree in criminal
justice at Califor-
nia State Univer-
sity, Fresno. In
addition, Padilla
served four years
in the United
States Marine
Corp.

Prior to attending the CHP Academy,
Padilla was a reserve deputy for the
Fresno County Sheriff’s Office.

At the CHP Academy, cadet training
starts with Nobility in Policing, a concept
that stresses, “... greatness of character and
high ethical qualities or ideals that serve a
cause greater than self; faithfulness to a

higher calling or purpose.” Further, polic-
ing is taught as one of the most noble pro-
fessions because officers, “... are the
entrusted guardians of peace, justice and
democracy.”

Also taught at the academy is leader-
ship, professional-
ism and ethics, and
cultural diversity.
Cadets receive in-
struction on mental
illness response and
crisis intervention
techniques. The
training covers ve-
hicle patrol, crash
investigation, first
aid, and the appre-
hension of sus-
pected violators,
including drivers
under the influence
of alcohol or drugs.

The cadets re-
ceive training in
traffic control, re-

port writing, recovery of stolen vehicles,
assisting the motoring public, issuing ci-
tations, emergency scene management and
knowledge of the California vehicle code,
penal code and health and safety code.

The mission of the CHP is to provide
the highest level of safety, service and se-
curity.

Liberty High Grad Newest CHP

The California Highway Patrol’s newest offi-
cer is Bernavet Mendez Padilla who graduated
from Liberty High in 2017.
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HAWKS!
Join us in supporting our
LIBERTY HIGH HAWKS

this season and all year long
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Letters

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

Dear Editor:

I don’t think widespread mail-in vot-

ing is a good thing for three reasons.

The first is an uneasiness of having an

agency of the Federal government handing

ballots before they arrive at our county elec-

tion officials. In the past, all ballots were

cast locally and handled only by local elec-

tion officials. The ballot went from my

hand to a secured county-controlled con-

tainer. Now, if mailed, it goes from my

hand to a USPS office to be mixed with

bulk flyers and PG&E bills, then is sorted

and delivered to county officials. That extra

step where USPS, a Federal agency, has

their hands on the ballot worries me. It al-

lows the Federal government direct control

of ballots for some period of time. If the

majority of “mail-in” ballots were only

placed in drop boxes instead of via USPS, I

would not have this problem. But in the last

primary election I monitored the ballot flow

using information posted on the Vote

Madera website. In the race I was monitor-

ing (5th District Supervisor) the morning

after election day, there were a total of

5,243 votes cast, and only 526 were direct

votes. Four days later an additional 854 bal-

lots were counted. Those had to have been

USPS delivered mail-in ballots because

why would it take four days to count only

854 drop box ballots from election day? At

the one week mark, the USPS ballots added

only another 526 votes. Then it got weird.

Ten days after election day a huge surge of

2,575 ballots came in from USPS. That was

1/3 of all the ballots cast for that race. Did

1/3 of the 5th District voters collectively de-

cide to all go to Nome Alaska to mail their

ballots? What was USPS doing with those

ballots for 10 days? I hope you can under-

stand my suspicion.

That brings me to the second reason for

disliking mail-in voting: The concept of se-

cret ballot. Previously there was no way a

local official, let alone a Federal official,

could find out how I voted. Now, every bal-

lot I cast comes with my name on the enve-

lope with my signature. Do I trust that no

Federal official has recorded my votes with

my name? Not if the USPS has 10 days to

deliver ballots out of view of the County

election monitors I don’t.

My last objection to mail-in voting is,

strangely, that it is too easy. So easy that

people who normally would have no time

or interest in casting a vote do vote. This is
especially troublesome in down-ballot local

elections decided during high interest elec-

tion cycles. People with no interest in local

matters will cast coin flip votes just to fill

out the ballot resulting in best-sounding-

name-wins. Do we want that? I don’t.

My hope is that Madera County will

move away from all mailed ballots back to

the previous election day-only voting with

the rare absentee ballots. Remember,

Madera County went to all-mailed ballots

before COVID hit, so let’s declare the

mailed ballot experiment a failure and go

back to election day voting, and more im-

portantly, stable day after election result

counts.

David Thorpe

Madera

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

8/22 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TTIIRREEDD  OOFF  PPAAYYIINNGG
FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation

Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 

You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals

today at



www.The Ranchos.com

The Ranchos Independent is published by Five and Two Publishing.
All contents of this publication are copyright 2022, all rights reserved. Reprinting without the permission of the

copyright holder is forbidden by law.
All articles are submitted as the opinion of the author, who remains solely responsible for the content. The in-

formation gathered for this publication is from sources that are considered to be reliable, but are not guaranteed.
Opinions expressed in advertisements or articles remain the opinion of the writer.

Randy Bailey............Publisher/Editor
Jean Briner -- Columnist, Advertising Sales Emeritus

Ranchos
Independent
The

559-645-0634

Page 5

37167 Ave. 12, Suite 5C • Madera, CA 93636
ranchosnews@yahoo.com

What Is A Woman? Or a Cat?

“We live in a complex,
dangerous, divided

world; yet a
world which can

provide all of
the good things

we require -- spir-
itual and mate-
rial -- if we but
have the confi-

dence and
courage to face
history's chal-

lenge. ”

Editorial

By Randy Bailey

The other night I had the opportu-
nity to watch a documentary by Matt
Walsh called What is a Woman?

On the surface, rational people
scoff, roll their eyes and authoritatively
look at you and say, “You KNOW what
a woman is, don’t you?” But Matt
Walsh didn’t spend two hours with ra-
tional people. He spent them with doc-
tors, professors, psychologists and
politicians, among others. People
whom, prior to watching this film, I
would have assumed were rational peo-
ple. Not anymore.

The single most disturbing aspect
of this film was how the simple ques-
tion of “What is a woman?” flum-
moxed doctors, professors,
psychologists and politicians. Several
of them were turned into vacant, star-
ing, babbling zombies. Others spent
their entire time trying to change the
subject.

One of my favorite current sayings
is, “I would rather have questions that
can’t be answered then have answers
that can’t be questioned.” On the sur-
face it would seem this movie ad-
dresses the first part of that saying
since obviously no one can answer the
question.

But that’s not it.
This really is a movie about an-

swers that can’t be questioned. Those

“answers” form the narrative and
agenda of a specific group of people in
our society today who don’t want a de-
finitive answer. That would destroy
their narrative. So in choosing between
reality and the narrative, you know
which is the winner.

It used to be a simple matter of bi-
ology -- and still is for the rational ones
-- wherein a woman is defined as an
adult, female, human being. End of
story. But then along came post-mod-
ernism. Post-modernism basically
states that “truth” cannot be known.
Truth is different for everyone. That
was a theme heard repeatedly in the
film. The reason why what a woman is
can’t be defined is because it’s differ-
ent for everyone -- in post-modernistic
speak, that is.

To illustrate their point in the
movie, learned professionals made the
case that men could menstruate, get
pregnant and deliver a baby. How?
Because women who now “identify”
as men and call themselves “men” can
do all of those things. See how simple
it is? They still have all the plumbing
to do those things and their “truth” is
that they’re now men and therefore
these “men” can do all of the things
physiologically that women can do.
Of course, the rationalists would say,
“Sure you can. You’re a woman.”
Anything is possible if you redefine
the terms. That’s how Captain Kirk
beat the Kobayashi Maru.

In one of the most poignant scenes
in the movie, Walsh asks a man on the
street in San Francisco what a woman
is and the man’s response was that only
a woman could know that. Walsh then
asks if the man was a cat, to which he
said he wasn’t. Walsh then asked if he
could tell him what a cat was. In a split
second you could see all the color drain
from the man’s face. He realized the
folly of his argument because using his
own logic, only a cat could know what
a cat was. You could see the wheels
turning in his head, torn between a way
out of the argument and wondering if
he truly -- possibly -- was a cat. Ulti-
mately the man walked away without
looking back muttering, “This is actu-
ally a genuine mistake. I’m sorry I
even came up here.”

I felt for the man. He started out
not knowing what a woman was and
walked away not sure what a cat was.

Thinking is hard.
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A solid foundation for your next project

Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting 

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!

•  Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate

•  Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey

•  Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment

•  Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan

•  Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

10878 Highway 41
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com
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So … there was a bat in my

house. No, not a bat in the belfry, an

actual living bat in my real house in

the middle of the day when I had mis-

takenly thought bats were soundly

sleeping in their coffins. Of all the

things I’ve had in my house that I’ve

had to remove or un-alive, this was

the first bat. I did not handle it well.

Allow me to set the stage. I was

standing at my kitchen counter that

looks out into my living room. I was

watching a little TV while chopping

some zucchini for dinner when, out of

the corner of my eye, I saw some

movement. I didn’t imagine it was

any kind of animal and early evening

isn’t usually prime serial killer hours,

so I dismissed it as my imagination.

But then I saw it again. It was a

medium sized lump of something sail-

ing eye level through my living room

and toward the stairs. Now, my first

thought was how did a bird get in the

house? I’m not a fan of birds. My

willingness to have living creatures in

my home is limited to dogs and cats.

I’m even picky about the humans I let

through the door. Birds are not on the

guest list. As I was pondering how a

bird got into my house and what in the

actual hell I was going to do to get it

out, the creature decided to do a Top

Gun style fly by my face and I caught

a nice close up of those wings. May-

day, mayday, this was not a bird. 

My initial instinct was to hide

under the table and wait for it to learn

how to open the front door and let it-

self out. Instead, however, I just

watched it fly around my house in

petrified awe while I tried to come up

with a plan. Burning the house down

was appealing, but I didn’t think

homeowner’s insurance covered py-

rotechnic pest control. What I needed

was a man. Men can fight bats, right?

I think they teach that in middle

school. 

With my eyes absolutely ce-

mented to the winged intruder I called

my neighbor across the street, who

didn’t answer his phone. Someone

isn’t getting a Christmas card this

year. Next, I tried a friend who lives

really close thinking she could drag

her husband here and have him battle

the flying mammal. She didn’t answer

either. My Christmas card list was

getting smaller by the minute. 

With catlike reflexes I didn’t

know I had, and I doubt I could access

Bat-ting One Thousand

again, I bobbed and weaved around

the menace who had taken to flying in

panicked zig-zag patterns that I could-

n’t predict. My life was flashing be-

fore my eyes. My third call was

another friend who lives close, but he

also couldn’t be bothered to answer

his phone. My last desperate call was

to a friend who lives too far away to

be reasonable, but not so far that I felt

a single drop of shame in calling him

and begging him to help me. He an-

swered, surprisingly, but if you can

believe it, told me he had no idea how

to get a bat out of the house and it was

too far to drive down and attempt it.

Rude. I thought about calling animal

control, but I couldn’t imagine being

high on their list of priorities. So, I

decided to channel my inner Buffy

and slay the thing myself. 

I’d like to paint you a picture of

me summoning some deeply sup-

pressed superhuman courage and

strolling up to the bat like the boss

babe I am and simply catching it in a

towel and disposing of it, but that

would be a lie. Instead, here is what I

did: First, I donned my woolen winter

beanie complete with a poof on the

top of the head, ear flaps with long

tassels and Mickey Mouse images all

over it. Are you picturing it? Stop

laughing. This was to make sure the

bat didn’t fly into my hair and take up

residence. My weapons of choice

were a broom and a dustpan. I opened

the back door and began gesticulating

wildly at the bat. Here was my

thought process: If I appeared to be a

bigger, nastier predator then it would

fly away from me rather than at me. If

I could anticipate which way it would

fly, then I could push it right out the

door. This first resulted in what could

only be described as the Keystone

Cops chasing Charlie Chaplin in ill-

formed, slapdash circles at about one-

eighth speed. Eventually, though, the

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday 

9:00 AM until 5:30 PM 

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!

8
/2

2

CA #441782

www.chadstrucking.com ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •

HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED  ROCK •

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •

FILL  DIRT •

TOP  SOIL •

HUMUS •

BARK •

CHIPS •

RIVER  ROCK •

BASE  ROCK •

ROCK  DUST •

COBBLE STONES •

DRIVEWAY  BASE •

CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •559-645-5363

LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

8
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call Mark Crawford • 559-225-1435
CrawfordInsuranceGroup@yahoo.com

25-Year Ranchos resident • 30+ years experience
Lic. #OE52033 & 0800722auto • home • commercial • workers comp

8
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Please see GEN WHY on P. 13
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Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

6700 E. Central Ave. • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Juan and Maria at

8/22

• House Pads • Lot Leveling •
Underground Utilities Installed

• Septic Systems Installed •
Concrete Work
• Driveways •

Trenching

Call Sonny at
S.G.E.

Lic. #719500

8/
22

I was never more thankful for
a i r t ra f f ic cont ro l le rs than when
visi t ing our son and family while
they l ived near LAX. I t ’ s fun
watching the huge air l iners make
the i r approach , knowing they
have an exac t spot ass igned .
Imagine i f landing planes was a
wil ly-ni l ly act ivi ty without an in-
tent ional system. As the plane de-
scends, the pi lot chooses the f i rs t
f lat surface he sees and says, “I’l l
just put this here , for now.”

Sound a l i t t le fami l ia r? Fla t
sur faces around our homes beg
for th ings to be placed on them
and we, wil ly-ni l ly , comply often
th inking i t ’ s “ jus t for now.”
Whi le the resu l t s may not be a
matter of l i fe or death, i t ’s of ten
a matter of peace or chaos.

Clut ter breeds c lut ter. The
firs t couple “just for now” things
don’t seem like much. Then, since
there’s a l ready s tuf f on i t , why
not? Before you know i t , the
counter , tab le , bed , n ights tand –
any or every f la t surface – has a
pi le .

Clut ter causes s t ress . Firs t

Nail the Landing

674-1663
23338 Ave. 14

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service
Family Owned
Since 1976

8/22

Lic.#414178

LOCAL dog waste removal service • Weekly, every
other week and one time services • Residential and

commercial properties • Check us out on Face-
book, Instagram and at www.ThePoopFairies.com

8/
22
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there’s the stress of seeing a pi le
s i t t ing there , wai t ing to be gone
through. There’s the fear of
someone stopping by. The fear of
things gett ing lost when we “clear
the counter” in to a box or the
housekeeper moves stuff to clean.

Clutter wastes our t ime. With
random pi les the i tems we’re
searching for could be anywhere.
Things we can’ t f ind we re-pur-
chase wast ing t ime and money.

Clut ter compl icates re lat ion-
ships . Arguments over who’s
s tuf f i t i s . Blaming fami ly mem-
bers for los t i tems. Not having a
c lear space for fami ly meals , or
the conf idence to invi te f r iends
over .

The bigges t p i le cont r ibutors
are th ings tha t need a temporary
home. Unfor tuna te ly , our homes
don’ t come wi th a cont ro l tower
advis ing us on where to land
what’s in our hand. If you’ve de-
termined that the cost of clutter is
not worth the benefi t of randomly
laying s tuf f on the f i r s t f la t sur -
face , then i t ’ s t ime for an in ten-
t ional system.

Set aside aspirat ions of a Pin-
te res t -per fec t outcome. That can
stop you in your tracks. Let go of
the idea tha t you’re leaving
th ings out so you can see them;
you can’t . Star t s imple.

Papers: As you sor t through
your pi les , you’l l f ind papers that
you didn’ t want to put away be-
cause they need ac t ion . Get an
open- topped bin /baske t (a t leas t
12”x9”x5”) and labe l i t “Papers
That Need Act ion .” I f des i red ,
f i r s t p lace the papers in labe led

Please see ORGANIZE on P. 9

8/
22
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Over 15 years of experience
Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife

Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation
Nuisance animal trapping

Call for an inspection TODAY!
8/22

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts
559-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

AArrttss  &&  CCrraaffttss  SSttuuddiioo  ••  BBiissqquuee  ••  WWoooodd  IItteemmss

8/
22

Appointment Only -- Give us a call!
Visit us at www.RanchosCraftersStudio.com
and Facebook “What’s Up in the Ranchos”
Contact us for SPECIAL GROUP PARTIES

NEVER a sitting fee • Walk-ins ALWAYS welcome

F o r  t h o s e  o f  y o u  t h a t  r e a d
m y  a r t i c l e  l a s t  m o n t h  c o n c e r n -
i n g  m y  c o m p l a i n i n g  a b o u t  t h e
a p r i c o t s  n o t  b e i n g  p i c k e d  i n  t h e
o r c h a r d  b e l o n g i n g  t o  F r e s n o
S t a t e ,  I  f o u n d  t h e  a n s w e r .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  M i k e  M o s i n -
s k i ,  F r e s n o  S t a t e  i n t e r i m  f a r m
m a n a g e r ,  “ B a c k  i n  M a r c h ,
w h e n  w e  h a d  t h e  s t o r m s  c o m e
t h r o u g h ,  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o r c h a r d
d i d  g e t  t h e  h a i l  d a m a g e . ”  A n
i n s u r a n c e  a d j u s t e r  c a m e  o u t
a n d  f o u n d  8 0 %  o f  t h e  c r o p  w a s
d a m a g e d .  “ W e  a r e  g e t t i n g  a n
i n s u r a n c e
c l a i m  o n  t h e
d a m a g e d  f r u i t .
A n d  t h e n  a t
t h a t  p o i n t  e c o -
n o m i c a l l y ,  t o
t r y  t o  g o
t h r o u g h  a n d
p i c k  o n l y  w h a t
l o o k s  g o o d
j u s t  w a s n ’ t  a  g o o d  b u s i n e s s  d e -
c i s i o n  f o r  u s .  S o  b a s i c a l l y  t h e
f r u i t  h a d  t o  f a l l  t o  t h e  g r o u n d ”

A l l o w i n g  p e o p l e  t o  c o m e  i n
a n d  p i c k  t h e  a p r i c o t s  w a s n ’ t
p o s s i b l e  b e c a u s e  o f  a  h o s t  o f
l i a b i l i t y  i s s u e s  a n d  u n i v e r s i t y
o f f i c i a l s  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  p r i c e  o f
a p r i c o t s  h a s  d r o p p e d  s o  m u c h
t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  b e  t h e
l a s t  c r o p  t h e y  g r o w  w i t h  t h e  o r -
c h a r d  p r o b a b l y  b e i n g  p u l l e d
o u t  b y  t h i s  f a l l .

W h a t  a  s h a m e .
A l s o  i n  m y  l a s t  m o n t h ’ s  a r -

t i c l e ,  I  s a i d  I  h a d  n e v e r  h e a r d
o f  g r i l l e d  a r t i c h o k e s .  I  w a s
t a l k i n g  t o  m y  s i s t e r - i n - l a w
l a t e r ,  a n d  s h e  t o l d  m e  t h a t  a t
d i f f e r e n t  f a m i l y  d i n n e r s  b o t h
o f  h e r  d a u g h t e r s  b r o u g h t
g r i l l e d  a r t i c h o k e s ,  e a c h  w i t h  a
d i f f e r e n t  s a u c e  o n  t h e m ,  b u t
b o t h  d e l i c i o u s .  S o ,  I  s t a n d  c o r -
r e c t e d  a n d  a m  a n x i o u s  t o  t r y
g r i l l e d  a r t i c h o k e s .

A R e a d e r ’s  S u g g e s t i o n
O n e  o f  o u r  r e a d e r s  c a m e

i n t o  t h e  o f f i c e  t o  a s k  m e  t o  d o
a n  a r t i c l e  o n  c o o k i n g  f o r  o n e  o r
t w o .  S h e  s a i d  h e r  s o n  i s  g e t t i n g
a l l  t h e  l e f t o v e r s .  I  d o n ’ t  e v e n
k n o w  t h e s e  p e o p l e ,  b u t  I  d o n ’ t
w a n t  t h e  s o n  t o  b e  u p s e t  w i t h
m e  b e c a u s e  h i s  l e f t o v e r s  m a y
s t o p  b e c a u s e  I  a n s w e r e d  h e r  r e -
q u e s t .

F o l l o w i n g  a  r e c i p e  f o r  o n e
o r  t w o  s e r v i n g s  i s  s o m e w h a t
f o r e i g n  t o  m e .  E v e r  s i n c e  I
s t a r t e d  c o o k i n g  b e s i d e  m y  m o m
a n d  l e a r n i n g  w h a t  t o  d o ,  t h e r e
h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  a  l a r g e  f a m i l y
f o r  w h i c h  t o  c o o k .  W h e n  I  w a s
i n  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  s i n c e  b o t h  m y
f o l k s  w o r k e d ,  i t  w a s  m y  j o b  t o
c o m e  h o m e  f r o m  s c h o o l  a n d  g e t

d i n n e r  s t a r t e d .
T h e r e  w e r e
s e v e n  i n  t h e
f a m i l y ,  s o  w e
d i d n ’ t  j u s t
c o o k  a  c o u p l e
o f  p o t a t o e s  o r
a  t h i g h  a n d
w i n g  o f  a
c h i c k e n .

W h e n  I  s t a r t e d  l i v i n g  a l o n e
a n d  d o i n g  m y  o w n  c o o k i n g ,  I
h a d  t o  a d j u s t  t h e  w a y  I  c o o k e d .
I  a m  n o t  t h a t  f o n d  o f  s o m e  l e f t -
o v e r s  a n d  n e v e r  m o r e  t h a n  a
d a y  o r  t w o  a n d  t h e n  t h a t  i s
e n o u g h  f o r  m e .  I  h a v e  l e a r n e d
t o  c o o k  j u s t  w h a t  I  w i l l  n e e d
f o r  t h e  d a y  o r  t w o .  H o w e v e r  I
d o  s t i l l  m a k e  a  w h o l e  p o t  o f
s p a g h e t t i  s a u c e  b u t  I  p u t  i t  i n
t w o  o r  t h r e e  Z i p l o c  b a g s  a n d
f r e e z e  i t  u n t i l  I  w a n t  t o  m a k e
s p a g h e t t i  f o r  d i n n e r  a g a i n .  I
o n l y  c o o k  o n e  o r  t w o  p o r k
c h o p s  o r  a  c o u p l e  o f  p i e c e s  o f
c h i c k e n  a t  a  t i m e .  I  d o  b u y
f r o z e n  v e g e t a b l e s  i n  t h e  o n e
p o u n d  b a g  a n d  u s e  w h a t  I  n e e d
f o r  e a c h  m e a l ,  a n d  f o l d  t h e  b a g
u p  a n d  h o l d  i t  w i t h  a  r u b b e r
b a n d  i n  t h e  f r e e z e r  u n t i l  I  n e e d
i t  a g a i n .  T h e  l i t t l e  b o x e s  a r e
f i n e  f o r  o n e  o r  t w o ,  b u t  I  f i n d
t h e  b a g s  a  l o t  m o r e  e c o n o m i -
c a l .  

by Jean Briner

Food for 1 (or 2)

E d i t o r ’s  N o t e : W i t h  t h e
p a s s i n g  o f  A u n t  J e a n ,  I
h a v e  d e c i d e d  t o  b r i n g  y o u  a
“ B e s t  O f ”  o f  h e r  r e c i p e s
o v e r  t h e  p a s t  1 0  y e a r s .
G o o d  r e c i p e s  a r e  t i m e l e s s
a n d  I  h o p e  y o u  e n j o y  t h e m
a l l  o v e r  a g a i n .

(August 2012)

D o  y o u  u s e  m a r g a r i n e ,  c o t -
t a g e  c h e e s e  o r  e v e n  c r e a m
c h e e s e  i n  t h e  t u b s ?  D o n ’ t  t h r o w
t h e m  a w a y  y e t .  W a s h  t h e m  o u t
a n d  s t o r e  u n t i l  y o u  c a n  u s e  t h e m
a g a i n .  B e  s u r e  t o  l e t  t h e m  d r y
c o m p l e t e l y  b e f o r e  s t a c k i n g .
T h e y  m a k e  p e r f e c t  c o n t a i n e r s
f o r  l e f t o v e r s .  W h e n  y o u  g o  t o  a
f a m i l y  d i n n e r  a n d  k n o w  t h e r e
m i g h t  b e  l e f t o v e r s  t o  b r i n g  h o m e
( l i k e  T h a n k s g i v i n g  d i n n e r ) ,  h a v e
y o u r  c l e a n e d  o u t  c o n t a i n e r s
r e a d y .  O r  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  I  m a d e
s p a g h e t t i  s a u c e  I  u s e d  t w o  o f  t h e
c o n t a i n e r s  t o  f r e e z e  t h e  s a u c e
u n t i l  I  w o u l d  u s e  i t .  B u t  l i s t e n
t o  t h e  v o i c e  o f  e x p e r i e n c e ,  t h e y
D O  N O T  m i c r o w a v e !  I f  y o u
d o n ’ t  p u t  t h e m  i n t o  t h e  r e f r i g e r -
a t o r  t o  d e f r o s t ,  p u t  t h e m  i n  a  l i t -
t l e  w a r m  w a t e r  u n t i l  t h e  f o o d

c a n  s l i p  o u t  i n t o  a  p a n  t o  h e a t .
A f t e r  t h i s  r e a d e r  a s k e d  m e  t o

d o  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  I  w e n t  o n l i n e  a n d
f o u n d  s o m e  r e c i p e s  s h e  m i g h t
u s e .  T h e  f i r s t  o n e  i s  f o r  c h i c k e n
p o t  p i e  t h a t  m a k e s  t h r e e  –  o f
c o u r s e ,  t h a t  d e p e n d s  o n  h o w
m u c h  y o u  e a t .  

E a s y  C h i c k e n  P o t  P i e
½  C  c a n n e d  c r e a m  o f  c h i c k e n

s o u p
¼  C  m i l k
1  C  f r o z e n  m i x e d  v e g e t a b l e s
½  C  c u t  u p ,  c o o k e d  c h i c k e n

b r e a s t
½  C  B i s q u i c k
¼  C  m i l k
H e a t  o v e n  t o  4 0 0 .  I n  u n -

g r e a s e d  1 - q u a r t  c a s s e r o l e ,  s t i r
t o g e t h e r  s o u p  a n d  ¼  C  m i l k ,  s t i r

Got a holding tank to fill? What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want to waste your precious well water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!
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Please see RECIPES on P. 9

O n e  o f  o u r  re a d e r s  c a m e
i n t o  t h e  o f f i c e  t o  a s k  m e  t o
d o  a n  a r t i c l e  o n  c o o k i n g
f o r  o n e  o r  t w o .
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i n v e g e t a b l e s a n d c h i c k e n . M i -
c r o w a v e u n c o v e r e d o n h i g h 3
m i n u t e s , s t i r .

I n s m a l l b o w l , s t i r r e m a i n -
i n g i n g r e d i e n t s u n t i l b l e n d e d .
P o u r o v e r c h i c k e n m i x t u r e .
B a k e u n c o v e r e d a b o u t 2 0 m i n -
u t e s , o r u n t i l c r u s t i s g o l d e n
b r o w n .

B a k e 1 8 t o 2 0 m i n u t e s o n a
c o o k i e s h e e t i n o v e n . O r g r i l l
1 0 t o 1 2 m i n u t e s i n c o v e r e d
g r i l l .

B a k e d C h i c k e n a n d P o t a t o
D i n n e r f o r Tw o

2 b o n e l e s s s k i n l e s s c h i c k e n
b r e a s t h a l v e s

2 T D i j o n M u s t a r d
½ C B i s q u i c k
¾ p o u n d s m a l l r e d p o t a t o e s

c u t i n t o f o u r t h s
1 s m a l l r e d o r g r e e n b e l l

p e p p e r , c u t i n t o ½ i n c h p i e c e s
1 s m a l l o n i o n , c u t i n t o 8

w e d g e s
C o o k i n g s p r a y
2 T g r a t e d P a r m e s a n

c h e e s e , i f d e s i r e d .
½ t s p . p a p r i k a
H e a t o v e n t o 4 0 0 . S p r a y

1 3 x 9 x 2 i n c h b a k i n g d i s h w i t h
c o o k i n g s p r a y .

B r u s h c h i c k e n w i t h 1 T o f
t h e m u s t a r d , t h e n c o a t w i t h
t h e B i s q u i c k m i x . P l a c e 1
c h i c k e n b r e a s t h a l f i n e a c h
c o r n e r o f p a n . P l a c e p o t a t o e s ,
b e l l p e p p e r a n d o n i o n i n c e n -
t e r o f p a n , b r u s h v e g e t a b l e s
w i t h r e m a i n i n g m u s t a r d .
S p r a y c h i c k e n a n d v e g e t a b l e s
w i t h c o o k i n g s p r a y ; s p r i n k l e
e v e n l y w i t h c h e e s e a n d p a -
p r i k a . B a k e 3 5 t o 4 0 m i n u t e s ,
s t i r r i n g v e g e t a b l e s a f t e r 2 0
m i n u t e s , u n t i l p o t a t o e s a r e
t e n d e r a n d j u i c e f r o m t h e
c h i c k e n i s n o l o n g e r p i n k
w h e n c e n t e r s o f t h i c k e s t
p i e c e s a r e c u t .

RECIPES cont. from P. 8 Senior Report

Scout Garden at Senior Center
By Melanie Wi l l iams

T h e R a n c h o s / H i l l s S e n i o r
Cen te r has qu i t e a h i s to ry s ince
i t was es tab l i shed in 1989 wi th in
the Madera Ranchos Communi ty .
T h e m a n y w o r k i n g p a r t s w i t h i n
the Sen io r Cen te r se rve the good
o f t h e c o m m u n i t y a n d o l d e r
adu l t s l i v ing in the su r round ing
a rea .

I n t h e b a c k a r e a o f t h e S e n -
i o r C e n t e r p r o p e r t y , n e x t t o t h e
T r e a s u r e H o u s e , w e h a v e t h e
S c o u t G a r d e n . T h e p r e v i o u s
o w n e r o f t h e p r o p e r t y o w n e d a
n u r s e r y , s o i t s e e m e d a n a t u r a l
t r ans i t i on to deve lop a nonpro f i t
p l an t cen te r . In the 1990s , loca l
m e m b e r s O l a n a n d N o r m a
W i l l i a m s d e v e l o p e d t h e g a r d e n
s p a c e t o h o u s e
a n d s e l l d o -
n a t e d p l a n t s t o
t h e c o m m u n i t y .
W i t h h e l p f r o m
N i n a L a c k e y ,
t h e y d e v e l o p e d
a n e t w o r k o f
c o m p a n i e s w h o
d o n a t e d p l a n t s
t o t h e C e n t e r
a n d i n t h e p a s t
t h e g a r d e n a r e a
h o u s e d h u n -
d r e d s o f p o t t e d
p lan t s and loca l
nu r se r i e s and the i r owner s were
generous wi th p lan t dona t ions as
we l l .

T h e n t h e l a w s c h a n g e d , a n d
l a r g e c o m p a n i e s c o u l d n o t d o -
na t e the i r unwan ted p l an t i nven -
t o r y t o t h e S e n i o r C e n t e r
anymore . Now, the Cen te r r e l i e s
s o l e l y o n d o n a t i o n s f r o m f a m -
i l y - o w n e d n u r s e r i e s , S e n i o r
Cen t e r member s and the commu-
n i t y .

W h e n t h e g a r d e n s p a c e
n e e d e d t o b e r e m o d e l e d , l o c a l
Boy Scou t Troop 118 s tepped up
to he lp . Under the l eade r sh ip o f
S c o u t M a s t e r L o r e n L e e , t h e
f i r s t t h r e e E a g l e S c o u t p r o j e c t s
w e r e c o m p l e t e d a t t h e R a n -
c h o s / H i l l s S e n i o r C e n t e r i n
2 0 1 4 . T h e g a r d e n a r e a w a s
c l e a r e d o f o l d d e b r i s a n d n e w
d e c o m p o s e d g r a n i t e w a s l a i d
d o w n b y E a g l e S c o u t H e n r y

Cou l tha rd . The so l id founda t ion
bed of g ran i t e a l lowed our t eam
of ga rdene r s sa f e wa lk ing pa ths
to wa te r and work wi th dona t ed
p lan t s .

The nex t Eag le Scou t p ro j ec t
w a s t o b u i l d r e p o t t i n g t a b l e s ,
cou r t e sy o f Eag l e Scou t Ga r r e t t
L e e a n d a t h i r d E a g l e S c o u t
p r o j e c t w a s t o b u i l d a s u p p o r t
s t r uc tu r e and shade cove r s ove r
p l a n t s t o p r o t e c t t h e m f r o m d i -
r ec t sun l i gh t . Eag l e Scou t J acob
L i t t l e we lded the s t ee l suppo r t s
and se t t hem in the g round .

F ina l ly , in 2019 , Eag le Scou t
Gregory Rei t z des igned a beau t i -
fu l ly c ra f t ed so l id wood s ign fo r
the Ranchos /Hi l l s Senor Cen te r .

T h e S e n i o r C e n t e r w a s v e r y
g r a t e f u l f o r t h e h a r d w o r k a n d

d e d i c a t i o n o f
the Eagle Scouts
a n d t h e i r t r o o p
l e a d e r s . I t w a s
d e c i d e d b y t h e
S e n i o r C e n t e r
m e m b e r s t o
n a m e i t t h e
S c o u t G a r d e n
a f t e r B o y S c o u t
Troop 118 .

T h e R a n -
c h o s / H i l l s S e n -
io r Cen te r hos t s
t h e A n n u a l
H o m e a n d G a r -

d e n S h o w e v e r y A p r i l w h e r e
p lan t s a re showcased fo r sa l e in
t h e S c o u t G a r d e n . G a r d e n i n g
s u p p l i e s f o r t h e S c o u t G a r d e n ,
l ike po t t ing so i l , f e r t i l i ze r , po t s ,
p l an t s w i th roo t s and ga rden ing
too l s , a re a lways needed and en-
couraged to be dona ted .

“We are despe ra t e fo r d i r t o r
any ga rden ing supp l i e s , ” Sen io r
Cen te r member Fred Knor r sa id .

T h e T r e a s u r e H o u s e , B o u -
t i q u e a n d S c o u t G a r d e n w i l l b e
open on Sa turday , Sep t . 3 f rom 8
a . m . t o n o o n d u r i n g t h e L a b o r
Day weekend .

H a p p y L a b o r D a y f r o m a l l
t h e m e m b e r s o f t h e
Ranchos /Hi l l s Sen io r Cen te r .

T h o u g h t f o r S e p t e m b e r : “ I
l i k e g a rd e n i n g – i t ’s a p l a c e
where I f ind myse l f when I need
to lose myse l f .” Al ice Sebo ld
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Diane Maxfield inspects plants at the
plant nursery in the Scout Garden at the Ran-
chos/Hills Senior Center.

fo lders tha t ident i fy the ac t ion
needed — Bil l s to Pay , Cal l s to
Make, Checks to Deposi t , Events ,
e tc . This i s a l so where mai l can
temporar i ly res ide , but i f a t any
point the bin is ful l , then i t ’s t ime
to get busy and process mai l and
papers . Now, you have ONE
PLACE to look for a l l the papers
that need act ion . The res t—shred,
recycle or f i le in a f i le cabinet .

Projec ts : Label another b in
“Projects .” Place only the projects
f rom your pi les tha t wi l l f i t com-
for tab ly in the bin and tha t you
plan to do within the month. Make
a l i s t of too large and overf low
projec ts . P lace the l i s t in the bin
with a note saying where they are
be ing s tored . Reloca te the over -
f low projec ts to the des igna ted
closet or cabinet . Now, you have a

manageable pro jec t load and jus t
TWO PLACES to look when
searching for a project .

In ‘n Out: The third temporary
home is for items coming and going
— purses, wallets, backpacks, keys,
etc. Install hooks near the door for
the items that can hang. For others,
use another open-topped bin. Be
careful to use i t only for “In ‘n
Out” i tems. Those may be sun-
glasses , l ibrary books, dry clean-
ing, things to return to stores or
take to the office. Place it near the
door. Now you have ONE AREA to
look for your “In ‘n Out” items.

Celebrate each t ime you nai l a
landing. You’ve earned i t .

Contact Organized by Choice at P.O.
Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729, call 559-
871-3314 or email info@organized by-
choice.com. You can visit www.
organizedbychoice.com when you go
online.

ORGANIZE cont. from P. 7
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By Igal Treibatch

Applying for Grants for
the Benefit of Our Commu-
nity.

There are always community
projects that we all want to see
brought to fruition. Some examples
may be a park, more help for the li-
brary, school staff and educational
support and sports projects. Other ex-
amples include traffic and safety
projects and projects thought of by
you, our community. These projects
keep our young focused, interested in
learning and progressing themselves.

SEMCU is a nonprofit organiza-
tion working for the benefit of our
community. It has a mission and an
obligation to our people. Donations

are always helpful, but nonprofits
can’t always depend on the generos-
ity of others. As the famous saying
goes, “You can’t always wait for the
rain.” SEMCU’s commitment to the
community means we must be proac-
tive and seek other means to cover
the community’s needs and chal-
lenges. This is a time in which grants
have been helping us along the way.
As a nonprofit, SEMCU has opportu-
nities to reach out and apply for
grants on behalf of our community.
SEMCU offers to pay the tuition for
any person willing to take a course in
grant writing offered by a university,
college, or legitimate entity for the
use of helping Southeast Madera
County.

Most Federal and State grants
have a management fee budgeted into
the grant. This could be as much as
20 percent of the grant awarded. That
means a $200,000 grant may have a
$40,000 management fee available to
the grant manager. This is a great in-
centive for a person to look at help-
ing our community while making

money. This type of collaboration is
beneficial all the way around.

Grant projects generally may ad-
dress any community needs and come in
all sizes. They can be for $1,000 or $10
million. The difficult part is identifying
which organizations offer the grants and
how to qualify for them. Grants are writ-
ten in a persuasive method that tells a
story and highlights statistics that sup-
port the need expressed. A grant is only
a part of a proposed solution. There
must also be a budget showing the way
the money is to be spent and description
of expected outcomes. The most diffi-
cult part is to submit all the require-
ments that are important to the Grantor.
That is where the grant writing skills are
valuable. Understanding the intent of the
grantor will help direct the grant appli-
cation to its approval and funding. Once
the project is awarded the grant, the
work begins. Next, regular administra-
tive documentation and financial state-
ments are often required. Many grants
include a budget for administrative
charges by the grant manager/adminis-
trator, as mentioned earlier.

If you are interested in taking a
grant class, check with us. After ap-
proval of the class, you may bring the
completion certificate and SEMCU will
reimburse you for the tuition paid.

We at SEMCU invite you all to
come up with ideas for projects that our
community needs and let us know your
thoughts. We would love to help our
people in any way we can.

For more information about any-
thing related to SEMCU, call 559-363-
9095 or email us at info@semcu.org.
You can also visit our website at
www.semcu.org. Please join us for the
once-a-month meeting and see what
SEMCU can do for you and your com-
munity. Our SEMCU meetings take
place virtually on the third Monday of
every month and last about an hour.
Next meeting is on Monday, Sept. 19 at
6 p.m. If you would like a link to the vir-
tual meeting, please give us a call and
provide your email address. To join by
phone, call 312-757-3121 and use access
code 715-657-949.

SEMCU is “By the Community,
For the Community”
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By Betty Van Valkenburg

One might expect Joe Biden’s Democ-
rat handlers and Democrat-elected officials
to occasionally stumble across and institute
a policy that is good for the country. Even a
blind squirrel finds a nut now and then. But
the Democrat party’s three blind mice who
control the entire federal government – Pres-
ident Joe Biden, Speaker of the House
Nancy Pelosi and Senate Leader Chuck
Schumer – have botched every major policy
decision inflicting misery on American citi-
zens through crushing inflation, product and
food shortages, sky-high gas prices, rampant
violent crime and lawlessness, misguided
lockdowns, school closures, insane Covid
policies and an invasion of the southern bor-
der adding to crime and drug-related deaths.
Meanwhile, America itself is losing influ-
ence on the international stage and some say
we’re becoming the laughingstock of the
world.

Disasterous Decisions
Not only has their every decision been

disastrous, but they seem to have taken pains
to insure the very worst outcomes. First,
from a pool of millions of qualified Ameri-
can citizens, they chose Kamala Harris as
their vice-presidential nominee, perhaps the
only person in America as clueless and inept
as Biden himself.

They ignored sound military advice and
the shameful Afghanistan evacuation of just
one year ago was a deadly and costly disas-

ter, leaving desperate American citizens and
billions of dollars of American military
equipment behind. CNN – of all places –
pointed out the absurdity of events, saying:
“The [military] equipment is now in a coun-
try that is controlled by the very enemy the
U.S. was trying to drive out over the past two
decades: The Taliban.”

They intentionally opened the gates to a
migrant invasion across our southern border.
According to the New York Post, “The num-
ber of migrants arrested at the US-Mexico
border … is on pace to top 2 million for the
first time ever.” That is the number of those
arrested and does not include “got-aways.”
Those 2-million-plus migrants include drug
and sex traffickers and criminals of all
stripes.

They cancelled successful Republican-
instituted policies that had been slowing the
migrant influx: Construction of the border
wall and the Remain in Mexico agreement.
Fentanyl, most of which comes across the
border with migrants, is now the number-
one cause of death for Americans ages 18 to
45 – surpassing suicide, Covid-19 and car
accident-related deaths. Shame on Biden,
Pelosi and Schumer – Mickey, Minnie and
Dopey!

Their energy policies are of course
proven disasters. While delivering on
Biden’s ridiculous promise to do away with
fossil fuels, based on the lie of “climate
change,” his Mickey Mouse crew has unfor-
tunately – and predictably – destroyed the
former Republican administration’s good
economy as well.

Canada has been our primary foreign
oil supplier; but on day one in office, Biden
revoked the permit for the Canadian XL
pipeline extension which would now be car-
rying 830,000 barrels per day of heavy oil-
sand crude to the United States, and he
curtailed domestic gas and oil production
while forcing energy companies to pay
higher royalties for the oil and gas they ex-
tract from the newly leased land – adding

more to prices at the pump. The predictable
and expected results have been skyrocketing
gas prices and inflation in general, a tanking
economy and dependence on unfriendly
countries for oil and gas needed to live our
lives – while making those countries richer
and our country poorer. Even a blind squir-
rel should have seen this disaster coming.

To add more insult to more injury, good
ol’ Joe announced that he would release more
than 180 million barrels of oil from the U.S.
strategic petroleum reserve; oil that is stock-
piled for national emergencies here at home.
But, lo and behold, the oil is being sold to our
adversary, China. Can the deaf, dumb and
blind “mice” be charged with treason?

Why are they purposely
wrecking the country?

OK, we know that powerful Democ-
rats and some Republican RINO cohorts,
purposely or not – and we suspect that their
actions are purposeful – are working over-
time to turn America into a third-world
country or dictatorship. Why? How can
Americans spend so much time, money and
effort to gain the nation’s highest offices
and then make decisions guaranteeing de-
struction of our beloved country? This
writer, being a strict conservative constitu-
tionalist who jealously guards every free-
dom, I cannot imagine a single plausible
answer. But there does appear to be a con-
certed political effort to bring down the
country, perhaps to rebuild it as a dictator-
ship or into some other entity more to the
would-be rulers’ liking.

We do know that the World Economic
Forum’s “Great Reset” is designed to com-
pletely change the global economy and is
embraced by Joe Biden and his America-
Last circle, and we will cover it in coming
articles. Meanwhile, you can research the
Great Reset through quick internet searches.
It is neither a secret nor a “theory.” Its pro-
ponents are intent on changing the world,
and they proudly publish their plans. It is up
to us to take heed.

Three Blind Mice
and a Squirrel

The California Air Resources Board-
has granted Valley Air District funds to re-
place heavy-duty trucks with the cleanest
technologies

On Aug. 18, the Valley Air District
Governing Board unanimously voted to ac-
cept $12.9 million in additional California
Air Resources Board funding to replace
heavy-duty trucks through the Valley Air
District’s highly successful grant program.

“Grant funds such as these recognize
the importance of partnerships to expedite
emission reductions in the San Joaquin Val-
ley,” stated Samir Sheikh, Executive Di-
rector and Air Pollution Control Officer of
the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Con-
trol District. “With these funds the State is
acknowledging the Valley’s unique chal-
lenges, and we appreciate these much-
needed resources.”

Reducing emissions from mobile
sources is key to the San Joaquin Valley
meeting federal ambient air quality stan-
dards. Heavy-duty trucks, like the ones tar-
geted under this funding, are the single
largest source of Nitrogen oxides and diesel
particulate matter in the Valley, and are
critical to ensuring that goods are moved
throughout the State and nation. Emissions
from heavy-duty vehicles are primarily
under the regulatory jurisdiction of state
and federal government, and voluntary in-
centive programs are critical to transition-
ing fleets to the next generation of cleaner
technologies and achieving reductions
needed to meet air quality standards.

The District’s successful truck incen-
tive programs have repowered, retrofitted,
or replaced over 7,300 heavy-duty trucks
with cleaner alternatives. A complete list
of program requirements can be found at
www.valleyair.org/grants or by calling pro-
gram staff at 559-230-5800.

$12.9M toValley
For Clean Trucks
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""WWhhyy  sshhoouulldd  II jjooiinn  tthhee
CChhaammbbeerr  ooff  CCoommmmeerrccee??""

1. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce carries the reputation of being a
leader of business integrity in the Ranchos
and my affiliation lends my business credibil-
ity.

2. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce is a close-knit organization in which
members support each other’s businesses.

3. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce requires financial support in order to
perform its job of increasing the economic pros-
perity of the Ranchos.

4. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce unifies the public spirit of the Ran-
chos and directs it into useful and constructive
channels that are not limited to business.

5. Because I feel a sense of personal obliga-
tion to improve the quality of life in the Ranchos.

The Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce would love to see you at our
next meeting, Wednesday, September 14 at
6:30 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C in the
Maywood Center. Come join us and see
what’s going on in your community. Call us
at 645-4001.

""WWhheenn''ss  tthhee  NNEEXXTT  CChhaammbbeerr
ooff  CCoommmmeerrccee  MMeeeettiinngg??""

8/22

The Bookshelf

By Jerrica Edmundson

August brought our third Friends of the
Library conference room takeover, where
they convert our conference room into an
expanded book sale each quarter, giving ac-
cess to a much larger selection of books to
look through. If you missed this chance to
go through the sale room, don’t worry – it
will be back in November. Any and all do-
nations acquired during these book sales go
straight to the Friends of the Ranchos Li-
brary and they turn right around and put that
money to use right here at the Ranchos Li-
brary, helping out with programs and im-
provements around the branch. The Friends
of the Ranchos Library have been directly
responsible for getting us our awesome iPad
setup for the kids, adding to the furniture
purchased to create our seating areas at the
new branch and even supporting the Sum-
mer Reading Program to allow us to have
the “take and make” crafts and prizes each
year. Our Friends group has been going
strong since the original setup of the library
and still meets the first Thursday of each
month (with slight exceptions at times) to
go over how best to help here at the library.
We love our Friends. If you would like to
join the Friends of the Ranchos Library, let
us know and we can get you any needed in-
formation.

On a much sadder note, I must offi-
cially announce that this month will be our
last with Brian here at the branch. He will
be leaving as of Aug. 19, and I am very sad
to see him go — but he is just shifting gears
so he can dedicate more time to his school-
ing, and I support that one hundred percent.
We are still accepting applications for vol-
unteers to help, and they will absolutely be
needed during this transition time, so if you
have the time, we absolutely have the need
for help with things like shelving and or-
ganization around the branch. Stop in for an
application at our reference desk any time
during business hours.

Now for the fun part: Jerrica’s Book-

shelf: The Well of Ascension by Brandon
Sanderson

This is the second book in a solid re-
read of the Mistborn series for me. This se-
ries is one of
my all-time
favorites and
in prepara-
tion for the
new book
coming in
N o v e m -
ber I de-
cided that
I needed
to read
through
the en-
tire se-
ries (just like I did
with Harry Potter back in the day). The
Mistborn series is written by Brandon
Sanderson which means that it has one
thing guaranteed that you can’t be so sure of
in any other fantasy series: There is no pro-
fanity, no indecency and no positive por-
trayals of drug or alcohol use. There is a
moderate amount of violence, as there are
fight scenes, but even that is not excessive
or brutal in nature. I am proud to be able to
suggest these books to nearly anyone, as
there aren’t any potentials for inappropriate
material.

The series specifically follows a young
girl named Vin, who is a street urchin in the
city of Luthadel. She has an uncanny abil-
ity to negotiate with people and succeed
merely by urging them with her mind. One
day she runs into a man named Kelsier who
informs her that she is innately using an
ability called Allomancy to “burn” the
traces of brass in her drinking water to
soothe the emotions of people around her.
The story continues with their development
and builds a truly incredible world with an
amazing storyline that I can’t suggest
enough. If you like fantasy, you need to
read this book series.

Be a Friend of the Library Today

stupid thing found the wide-open door
and made its escape. 

I immediately slammed the door
then locked it along with every other
door and window in the house because
it might suddenly grow opposable
thumbs and want to get back in. I kept
the beanie on and the broom and dust-
pan close, you know, just in case.
Once I managed to catch my breath, I

called my dad. His first concern was to
make sure I didn’t grab a shotgun and
blast a bunch of holes in the walls. I
wanted to be insulted, but as I seri-
ously considered baptizing the bat by
fire, I decided to let it go. In the end I
did manage to calm down. The bat was
gone. I was alive. I even cracked my
bedroom window that night to get a lit-
tle breeze; I slept with the shotgun
though.

Let’s not get silly.

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

NNeeww  MMeemmbbeerr
The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
would like to welcome the newest member

to the Madera Ranchos business family

Jordan Wamhoff
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Median Listing Price
$538K

MedianDays onMarket
21

Median Sold Price
$530K

Median Price/SF Sold
$248

Data based on the
Fresno County MLS

Thinking of buying or selling a home?
Don’t know where to start?

Call or contact us.

Mary Avigliano
559-367-7264

mary@ironkeyrealestate.com
REALTOR® •DRE02093132

Maurice Gonzales
559.288.1904

maurice@ironkeyrealestate.com
REALTOR ® • DRE 01390928

WE GOT YOU!
8

/2
2

the Ranchos IndependentSSaayy  yyoouu  ssaaww  iitt  iinn
Click on “Local News” at 

    Real Estate
“Real estate is
my life! I make
your real estate

dreams a reality.”

8
/2

2

“Put my experience, knowledge, service and professionalism to work for you.”

Integrity, Dedication, Results
www.homesmartpva.com/mfoto • DRE #01454566

559-250-6740 • mfotorealtor@gmail.com

8
/2

2

Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting

Concrete Foundations & Flatwork 8
/2

2
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(559) 645-0634

Today!
The Ranchos Independent

RANDY BAILEY
for MORE sales tomorrow, call

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned
and operated!

559-662-0336

559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service

• Equipment

• Supplies

• Residential

• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial

• Locally Owned

SINCE

1980

BONDED &

INSURED

LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal

Color Matching

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS

All Makes & Models

J.H. SandersGeneral & Custom Auto
Service & Repairs

559-645-1578

Call Gina
at 559-289-3401

email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Covering
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley

call Mag Anaya Jr.

559-974-1357
Ranchos
Resident

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance

Weekly & monthly service 
(not a licensed contractor)

commercial, residential
and industrial landscaping

info@TouchOfGreenLandscape.us

CA LIC. #934774

559-242-6352call

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts
559-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

Arts & Crafts Studio • Bisque • Wood Items

Jose Lopez
559-779-0401
call

Lic. #1042108

DRIVEWAYS•SIDEWALKS•COMMERCIAL•RESIDENTIAL

HAIRCUTS

37184 AVE. 12 #104
(behind Pizza Factory)

439-2004

$14
Seniors Thursdays ONLY $11!

674-1663
ssaammee  ddaayy  sseerrvviiccee

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting 

INVEST IN YOUR
EXISTING PROPERTY!

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

10878 HWY 41 • 559-645-4849

www.bedrockeng.com

Get Involved!

645-4001
2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m.

37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

559-363-9095
3rd Monday of the month • 6 p.m.

37191 Ave. 12, Madera Ranchos

“For the
community,

by the
community.”

SEMCU
““SSeerrvviiccee  yyoouu  ccaann  ttrruusstt,,

pprriicceess  yyoouu  ccaann  aaffffoorrdd..””

645-5324
The ONLY

locally owned

propane company

in the Ranchos

559-481-6875
37193 Ave. 12 #3H

info@acts176.com

Madera Ranchos

36754 AVE. 12 •Madera Ranchos

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

660-5262

7355 N. Palm #100
Fresno

NorthwestPediatricMedicalGroup.com

“Right off
of Highway 41

at Friant.”

559-271-6302

We’re
Accepting

NEW Patients

559-645-5363
CA #441782•www.chadstrucking.com

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL

SAND & GRAVEL• CRUSHED ROCK
FILL DIRT•TOP SOIL•HUMUS•BARK
CHIPS•RIVER ROCK•BASE ROCK

ROCK DUST•COBBLESTONES
DRIVEWAY  BASE

CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP

The Ranchos
Independent 

Put

to work for you.

C A L L  6 4 5 - 0 6 3 4
Today!
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Click on “Local News” at

Classified
Carpet Cleaning

Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley
Chamber member. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-676-0760.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove in-
serts, pellet stoves and fireplaces.
Also clean clothes dryer vents.
REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY,
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room addi-
tions, barns and patios. Lic. #719500.
Call 559-970-4476.

For Sale

For sa l e - - Large b ird cage .
20”x20”x28” h igh . Ro l l ing s t and
27” h igh w/ she l f . Whi t e . L ike
mew. $250 . Ca l l 559 -312 -0891
and please leave message .

Help Wanted

Re l iab l e person to c l ean horse
corra l eve ry o the r weekend .
T ra in ing fo r work wi l l be p ro -
v ided be fo re s t a r t i ng . Approx i -
mate work t ime is one hour . $20 .
Need two re f e r ences . I f in t er -
es ted , p lease ca l l 559-312-0891 .
Leave message .

Housecleaning

O v e r 4 0 y a r s o f e x p e r i e n c e -
R e f e r e n c e s a v a i l a b l e - L u p e ’ s
House Clean ing , res iden t i a l , one -
t i m e s e r v i c e , m o v e - i n s / m o v e -
o u t s , w i n d o w s , c o n s t r u c t i o n
c lean up . L u p e P r a d o 2 5 @ y a h o o
. c o m . 5 5 9 - 9 1 6 - 1 5 2 8 o r 6 5 0 -
7 7 1 - 2 9 1 5 .

Recyclables Pick Up

K E E P I T L O C A L - F R E E R E -
C Y C L A B L E P I C K U P - K I D S
4 R E C Y C L I N G o f f e r s p i c k u p
o f a l l r e c y c l a b l e m a t e r i a l s i n -
c l u d i n g n e w s p a p e r , s h r e d d e d
p a p e r , c o n t a i n e r s , p l a s t i c ,
g l a s s , a l u m i n u m a n d c a r d -
b o a r d . C a l l D i a n a a t 9 9 9 -
6 8 3 2 . F u n d s s u p p o r t R a n c h o s
c o m m u n i t y o r g a n i z a t i o n s .

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST-
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Ro-
totilling - Mowing - Scraping - Stump
Grinding. Call John at 908-1066.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete work
and underground utilities installed.
Lic. #719500. Call 559-970-4476.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out -
Screen, track, sills. Remove hard
water stains on home windows, shower
doors and car windows. Cobweb re-
moval too. Fully insured. Call Nick at
285-1723. Free estimates.

SUDOKU

©2022 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

©2022 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive
at the figures given at the bottom
and right-hand columns of the di-
agram by following the arithmetic
signs in the order they are given
(that is, from left to right and top
to bottom). Use only the num-
bers below the diagram to com-
plete its blank squares and use
each of the nine numbers only
once.

36754AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTOACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

8/22

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

TTOO  AADDVVEERRTTIISSEE
ccaallll

555599--664455--00663344

The Ranchos
Independent

classified rates are
crazy cheap

and crazy effective!  

• M.F. in Washington writes: "For taking to a
party: Melt vanilla chips in the microwave,
adding by handfuls and heating for about 15
seconds at a time. After 15 seconds, stir and re-
peat until chips have melted. Then dip small
clusters of green grapes into the melted vanilla
chips." • "I read your tips in a Rochelle, Illinois,
newspaper. The paper is sent to me by a friend,
and I love the tips. Here is mine: For homemade
spray and wash, mix 2 cups of water, 2 table-
spoons of white vinegar, 1 tablespoon of baking soda and 1 tablespoon of dish soap." -
- K.W. in Tennessee • When purchasing school supplies, remember that paper, pencils,
etc., typically aren't on sale mid-year, so stocking up is a good idea. Just make sure the
deal you are getting is a good one. Then put it away for distribution later! • I lay out my
school clothes and even my hairbrush and stuff to get ready. I put my shoes and socks
by the front door. I am always ready before my sister, and I get to watch TV while she
is running around. -- R.G. in Florida • Pint-size water bottles are great for refilling with
milk. The milk boxes at the grocery store are so expensive, and this way, I can control
how chocolatey the chocolate milk is. -- C.C. in Oregon

Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803
© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc. 
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Aspects favor socializing with family and friends, but a workplace
situation could intrude. No use grumbling, Lamb. Just do it, and then get back to the fun times.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) There's still time for you Ferdinands and Fernandas to relax and sniff
the roses. But a major work project looms and will soon demand much of your attention through the
next week.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Your enthusiasm persuades even the toughest doubters to listen to what
you're proposing. But don't push too hard, or you'll push them away. Moderate for best results.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Your energy levels are rising, and you feel like you can handle
anything that the job requires. While that's great, don't isolate yourself. Keep your door open to your
workplace colleagues for sound advice.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) A workplace change could lead to that promotion you've been hoping for.
But you'll have to face some tough competition before the Lion can claim his or her share of
the goodies.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Your rigidity regarding a difficult workplace situation could be
the reason your colleagues aren't rushing to your assistance. Try being more flexible in your
demands.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) That uneasy mood could be your Libran inner voice
reminding you that while it's great to be with your new friends, you need to take care not to ignore your
old ones.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) A sudden spate of criticism could shake the Scorpion's
usually high sense of self-confidence. Best advice: You made a decision you believed in -- now
defend it.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Your reluctance to help restart a stalled
relationship could be traced to unresolved doubts about your partner's honesty. Rely on a trusted friend's
advice.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) The capricious Sea Goat is torn between duty and
diversion. Best advice: Do both. Tend to your everyday chores, and then go out and enjoy your well-
earned fun time.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Cutting back on some of your activities for a few days helps
to restore your energy levels. You should be feeling ready to tackle your many projects early next week.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) A co-worker might secretly be harping on about your work to your
mutual colleagues. But some associates will come to your defense, and the situation will ultimately
work to your advantage.

© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

Your ambition makes you a success at whatever you choose to
do -- especially if it's in the world of the performing arts.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk

ADS

LOGOS

PR

MARKETING

645-0634
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Click on “Local News” at

1. AD SLOGANS: Which product's
advertising slogan is "Look, Ma, no
cavities!"?
2. MOVIES: The movie "300" is based on
which famous historical battle?
3. U.S. PRESIDENTS: How many presidents
have served more than two terms?
4. ANIMAL KINGDOM: How far can a
skunk's spray reach?
5. GEOGRAPHY: What is the southernmost
major city on the continent of Africa?
6. LANGUAGE: What is a funambulist?
7. HISTORY: Who was the first woman
to comple te the Bos ton Mara thon
(unofficially)?
8. TELEVISION: What was the name of
the cruise ship on the sitcom "The Love
Boat"?
9. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Which
colors make up the five-ring Olympic
symbol?
10. FOOD & DRINK: Which plant
produces cacao beans, which are used to
make chocolate?

1.Crest.
2.TheBattleofThermopylae.
3.One.FranklinD.Roosevelt.
4.About10-20feet.
5.CapeTown.
6.Tightropewalker.
7.BobbiGibb,1966.Theracewas

openedtowomenin1972.
8.PacificPrincess.
9.Blue,yellow,red,greenandblack.
10.Cacaotrees.

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.
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UUnnttiill  ffuurrtthheerr  nnoottiiccee,,  tthhee
rreegguullaarr  SSEEMMCCUU  mmeeeettiinnggss  wwiillll
ttaakkee  ppllaaccee  vviiaa  tteelleeccoonnffeerreennccee..

Our next meeting is Monday, September 19 at 6 p.m.

PPlleeaassee  lleett  uuss  kknnooww  iiff  yyoouu  hhaavvee  aannyy  qquueessttiioonnss..

AAnnyyoonnee  wwiitthh  DDoommeessttiicc  WWeellll
oorr  WWaatteerr  QQuuaalliittyy  PPrroobblleemmss

If you are experiencing domestic well or water
qual i ty  problems,  contact  “Sel f -Help
Enterprises.” Qualified people may have a
water tank installed or have bottled water
delivered. Call Drought Support at 559-820-
1685 or contact them at droughtsupport@
selfhelpenterprises.org.

The teleconference number is 312-757-3121
and the Access Code is 715-657-949.
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