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By Vicki Gathard

Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce member Randy Bailey -- owner, editor and
publisher of the Ranchos Independent newspaper -- always knew that one day he’d own
a newspaper, he just didn’t know it was going to be the Ranchos Independent in the
Madera Ranchos. That was a fluke.

“After several years of working for a magazine publisher in Fresno, that company
went out of business, so a co-worker and I de-
cided, ‘We can do this.’” He and his partner
started a couponing magazine for the Madera
market and in the process of calling upon a
local business, found out the Ranchos Inde-
pendent was for sale. “I found out someone
else was very close to buying the Independent
but that person’s politics were at odds with the
Independent’s owner, so we got it,” Randy
smiled.

Starting in December of 2004, he has
made many changes and upgrades to that orig-
inal paper. He computerized the layout process,
changed the size of the paper and soon added

color, transforming the Ranchos Independent into how it looks today.
“My focus has always been Ranchos news,” he said, leaving non-Ranchos news to

the other guys. Sixteen years later, nothing’s changed. Today, the Ranchos Independ-
ent delivers 5,000 copies monthly -- one to every home in 93636, including Rolling
Hills, Riverstone and Tesoro Viejo.

You can reach Randy at 645-0634 about advertising or story ideas.

Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce Business of the Month

All the Ranchos News That FitsBy Randy Bailey

As reported in the June issue of the
Ranchos Independent, former Golden Val-
ley Unified School
District Superinten-
dent Andy Alvarado
was arrested June 3 by
Fresno Police on
felony charges of “in-
flicting corporal in-
jury on a spouse” and
was booked into
Fresno County Jail,
Friday, June 4, from
which he posted bond
and was released.
Two months later, on
Aug. 4, the Madera
County District Attor-
ney’s office – that was
handling the prosecution for Fresno
County – announced that Alvarado will not
face any charges related to the domestic vi-
olence arrest. Specifically, the Madera
County DA said the charges would not be
able to be proven. A press release from the
D.A.’s office said, “After thoroughly ex-

amining the evidence, we have concluded
that we will not be able to prove charges
beyond a reasonable doubt, so we will not
be filing charges in this case.”

Alvarado was the
superintendent at
Golden Valley Unified
for seven years and
then went to Central
Unified in Fresno, the
county’s third largest
school district, in June
of 2018. After the ar-
rest, Alvarado was
placed on administra-
tive leave by the school
district. During that
time, several members
in the school district
called for his resigna-
tion, but Alvarado said

in a written statement, “I am confident that
at the end of this process, I will be cleared
and reinstated to my position.”

Alvarado is back at his position of
Superintendent at Central Unified
School District, overseeing the start of
the new school year.

All Alvarado Charges Dropped

Former GVUSD Superintendent
Andy Alvarado has had all charges from a
June arrest dropped.

idel Bonilla, the 52-year-
old owner of the Ranchos
Liberty Café and co-

owner of the Yosemite Falls
restaurants in Fresno and Clo-
vis, was arrested at his Ran-
chos café on Sunday, July 25
by the Fresno Police Depart-
ment on charges of “lewd acts
upon a child.” The alleged of-
fenses were claimed to have
happened the day before.
Bonilla was taken to Fresno
County Jail where he was
booked, and bail was set at
$90,000. He paid a bond of
$9,000 and was released on
July 26. Fresno Police Depart-
ment representatives said that
because of the age of the victim in the
case, details cannot be disclosed.

According to information from Bonilla’s
booking at Fresno County Jail, the charges
for which he was arrested were California
Penal Code sections 288(A) and 289(A).

Legal website shouselaw.com, states
that Penal Code 288 PC is the primary Cal-
ifornia statute that defines child molesta-
tion, formally referred to as lewd and
lascivious acts with a child. This section
makes it a crime to touch a child under the
age of 14 for sexual purposes. A convic-

tion is a felony punishable by three, six or
eight years in state prison. The specific
language of 288 PC states that “any per-
son who willfully and lewdly commits any
lewd or lascivious act, upon or with the
body, or any part or member thereof, of a
child who is under the age of 14 years,
with the intent of arousing, appealing to,
or gratifying the lust, passions, or sexual
desires of that person or the child, is guilty
of a felony and shall be punished by im-
prisonment in the state prison for three,
six, or eight years.”

On the same website, the
second charge, Penal Code
289PC was also explained:
California Penal Code 289 PC
defines the crime of forcible
penetration with a foreign ob-
ject without the victim’s con-
sent, by means of force or
threats of force. A conviction
is a felony punishable by up to
eight years in state prison. The
specific language of PC 289
reads : “Any person who com-
mits an act of sexual penetra-
tion when the act is
accomplished against the vic-
tim’s will by means of force,
violence, duress, menace, or
fear of immediate and unlaw-

ful bodily injury on the victim or another
person shall be punished by imprisonment
in the state prison for three, six, or eight
years.”

In most cases, a conviction under this
section will also make the party charged
subject to California’s lifelong sex offender
registration requirement as a “tier-three”
offender. If convicted, that person must
register with the state at least every year for
the rest of their life. It becomes mandatory
or additional felony charges for failure to
register as a sex offender will be imposed.

F
As schools reopen for fall, the San

Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control
District is asking parents to consider stu-
dent health and turn off their engines
when waiting to pick up their children.
Limiting vehicle idling will help reduce
air pollution and student exposure to
emissions.

Turn off your engine when stopping
to drop the kids off in the morning and
picking them up at the end of the school
day. Please do not idle. Coordinate a car-
pool or rideshare to get kids to and from
school or, if possible, walk your children
to school.

To help ensure continued progress
and minimize pollution associated
with school site vehicle idling, the
District has partnered with hundreds
of Valley schools through the Healthy
Air Living Schools program. It re-
minds parents to “Turn the key, be idle
free” when picking up or dropping off
students.

For more information visit www.
healthyairliving.com/schools or contact
us at healthyairlivingschools@valley
air.org. Or you can call the District Of-
fice in Fresno at 559-230-6000.

No Idle at School



Page 3

www.The Ranchos.com

8
/2
1

Very good service. I recommend them anytime. Ray

Warren and his staff will take care of your vehicle, no worries. Randy

I trust this repair shop and their service is excellent! K. M.

Living in Madera Ranchos gives the advantage of having my car picked up and dropped off. Very convenient. Service has always
been great and Warren stands behind his work. Dennis

check out
In Good Hands
with WARREN PARR
on Page 16

FREEDaily Pick Upand Deliveryfrom 93636

What are Your Neighbors Saying?
Google 186 Reviews 4.8 Stars • Yelp 20 Reviews 4.5 Stars • BirdEye 202 Reviews 4.8 Stars

Financing Available • 6 months with no interest
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GO
HAWKS!

Join us in supporting our
LIBERTY HIGH HAWKS

this season and all year long
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Dear Editor:
My 45-year wait to bring Road 34 3/4

up to par with EVERY other road in my area
has come and gone today. I have intermit-
tently spoken to “our” Madera County road
supervisor throughout the decades and he
has occasionally sent out a truck and a shovel
to marginally fill five out of 20 deep (to the
hardpan) chuck holes on Road 34 3/4. ALL
the neighboring streets (35, 34 1/2, 13 …)
received a smooth layer of asphalt several
years ago. Road 34 3/4 received an uneven
smattering of loose asphalt here and there
with areas around my house (the “cul de
sac”) still showing hardpan. By the way, all
heavy garbage trucks and all other vehicles
use this “cul de sac” for a turning around
spot since Road 34 3/4 dead ends here.

A month ago, I was promised by the
“road supervisor” that 34 3/4 was scheduled
for repaving. Five times a sweeper truck
swept Road 34 3/4; three times the residents
were warned not to park or have access to
our driveways or to have deliveries to our
homes BUT to park elsewhere. Never mind
that my walk — I should say my wheelchair
ride – would be a one-mile round trip. Yes-
terday, the paving contractors finally
dumped a load of stones, covered the stones
with slurry and left Road 34 3/4 rougher
than EVER. The “Madera Road Supervi-
sor” does not return my calls. We are not
paying exorbitant taxes for this third-world
sort of service. We try to ride bicycles, push
buggies, walk and run and now ride wheel-
chairs, down this road and have been pa-

tient for 45 years, something must change.

Dianne Reimer
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:
I enjoyed reading your guest editorial

“Biden’s Afghan Folly” by Rick Lowry. I
agree with him, that the Afghanistan gov-
ernment will not be able to defend itself
against the Taliban. But the question I have
is: “How long do we fight their war?”

I spent 23 years in the military and
every mission we were assigned came with
an objective. When the U.S. went into
Afghanistan, our mission was to find
Obama bin Liden and our objective was to
bring him back, DEAD or ALIVE. Objec-
tive accomplished, end of mission. Our
mission was not to rebuild a broken gov-
ernment; the British tried, the Russians tried
but that country has been run by warlords
and corrupt governments since the begin-
ning of time.

Former President Trump saw the light
and realized that there would not – or could
not – be a stable government and started the
process to bring our troops home. President
Biden is just finishing the mission.

I, for one, am glad to see this happen.
Too many good service members and too
much money wasted.

Jeff Mc Grath
Madera Ranchos

Letters

By Sarah Morgan

The beginning of our 4-H year is com-
ing up soon in September. In 4-H There are
a lot of very fun and creative things you can
do. You can show different animals like
rabbits, beef cattle, chickens, swine, horses
and goats. You can celebrate holidays and
play games. Last Halloween we played lots
of games, had a haunted house and a pa-
rade. On Christmas we made Christmas
trees and went on a Christmas walk. You
can go to summer camp and do lots of cool
things. You can do other fun things like

baking, science and arts and crafts.
At the end of your first year in 4-H,

you choose what you want to do in your
second year. You can do arts and crafts,
outdoor adventures, shooting sports, public
speaking, Joshua’s Ways, floral, rabbits,
beef, chickens, swine, horses and goats.
You can get lots of amazing badges that
you can put on your 4-H hat and you will
make a ton of new friends.

If you are interested in learning more
about 4-H, you can contact our community
club leader, Dana Poore, at sierrashad-
ows4h@gmail.com.

Latest Sierra Shadows 4-H News

To be eligible to vote in the Sept. 14 Cal-
ifornia Gubernatorial Recall Election, per-
sons must register to vote by Monday, Aug.
30, 2021. You must be a United States Citi-
zen, live in Madera County and be 18 years
old on or before Election Day. Registered
voters who have moved, changed their name,
or wish to change their political party must

re-register by Aug. 30.
Voter registration cards are available at

the County Clerk’s office, Post Offices and
Libraries. Register to vote online at
www.votemadera.com or www.register-
tovote.ca.gov. For more information, call
the Elections Division at 559-675-7720 or
toll free at 800-435-0509.

Recall Voter Registration Deadline
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Why Recall Newsom ... Really?

“America's
commitment

to the
security

of Israel is
ironclad,

and, I might
add, so is

mine. ”

Editorial

By Randy Bailey

Coming up on Sept. 14, for the sec-
ond time in my life as a Californian, we
are going to be asked to recall our gov-
ernor. The first time was Gray Davis in
2002. That election was the first time a
California governor had been success-
fully recalled – receiving 55 percent of
the “yes” votes – and only the second
governor in U.S. history. There are two
parts to the recall ballot. If you vote
“yes” to recall, you then have to flip the
ballot over and vote for one of the 46
candidates certified by the California
secretary of state. You can also write in
a candidate if none of the 46 quite do it
for you. Gavin Newsom is NOT on the
list of candidates. If you want to keep
Newsom, simply vote “no.”

The most often heard question by
the uninformed is, “Why would you
want to recall Governor Newsom?” A
reasonable question, in the same way
“Why shouldn’t I put my hand down
the garbage disposal?” is a reasonable
question. Here are some points to con-
sider on election day, Sept. 14.

• Crime is spiking in California, yet
Newsom ordered the early release of
20,000 inmates and is giving another
76,000 the chance to leave prison early.

• He cut $150 million from the
state’s fire protection budget and mis-
led the public about his fire protection
record, exaggerating by over 690 per-

cent the number of acres he was pro-
tecting, leaving over 78,000 acres vul-
nerable to devastating fires.

• After ordering Californians to
stay home and avoid social gatherings,
Gavin Newsom arrogantly ignored his
own edicts by dining with lobbyists at
the French Laundry restaurant while
not wearing a mask or social distanc-
ing.

• A mass exodus is underway with
2020 being the first year California lost
more people than it gained.

• As governor, Gavin Newsom has
given millions of dollars in no-bid con-
tracts to businesses that pay his wife a
six-figure salary, a practice that gov-
ernment watchdogs called a clear con-
flict of interest.

• Companies where Governor New-
som has an ownership interest received
millions of dollars from the Paycheck
Protection Program. One, a winery, re-
ceived nearly $1 million to protect only
14 jobs. That’s more than seven times
the average small business loan to other
California companies with a similar
number of workers.

• Tesla, Oracle and Toyota all left
California and 19,000 businesses per-
manently closed as Newsom declared
“there’s literally no better place to do
business.”

• Due to high taxes and fees, Cali-
fornians pay over $1.20 more than the
national average for a gallon of gas, but
Gavin Newsom refused to stop or delay
another gas tax increase on July 1.

• Newsom’s EDD has sent over $30
billion in fraudulent checks to prison
inmates and other criminals while hun-
dreds of thousands of Californians wait
for money they are owed.

• While claiming homelessness is
his top priority, the problem has gotten
much worse since he’s been in office.
Now he wants to spend $12 billion
more over five years to try and make a
dent.

• Gavin Newsom allowed teachers’
unions, not science, to dictate when
schools could reopen and whether stu-
dents will be forced to get vaccinated or
wear masks in the classroom this fall --
all while his children attended in-per-
son private school.

On Sept. 14 I’m voting “yes” to re-
call Newsom and then I’m voting for
Larry Elder to replace him. I don’t re-
ally want to stick my hand in the
garbage disposal anymore.
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A solid foundation for your next project

Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting 

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!

•  Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate

•  Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey

•  Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment

•  Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan

•  Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

10878 Highway 41
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com
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I’ve often said, and even written,

that the biggest problem in the American

healthcare system is the flagrant waste.

Having worked in various administrative

positions in the healthcare field for more

than 15 years, I’ve had a peek behind the

exam room curtain and now I think it’s

even more sinister than just a matter of

waste. It’s criminal price gouging.

My current position is in training,

development and compliance. These past

two months I have been traveling around

to our locations conducting annual train-

ing classes. This is where we refresh

everyone on policies, procedures and

regulations as well as disperse any new

or updated information on techniques and

standard practice. Each class is a half-day

lecture series and one of our topics is

compliance where we discuss fraud and

waste. The more I teach the topic the

more I feel dirty knowing so many clin-

ics, providers, medical device companies

and pharmacies are

not only getting

away with what

could really only

be described as

fraudulent behav-

ior, but in many

cases flaunt it. 

For example,

a friend of mine

needed to get an

X-Ray and some

lab work done. For reasons that I don’t

remember, and frankly don’t matter to

the story, she had to pay out of pocket.

Being the frugal and financially respon-

sible woman that she is, she called

around until she found a place that would

charge her about a hundred bucks for the

services. So far, this story is no different

than shopping around for the best deal on

a car or a vacation rental. Here’s where

it gets interesting, and by interesting, I

mean disconcerting. I happen to know

what that exact same lab charges for

those services when they can bill the in-

surance company. For the same type of

lab work and the same set of X-Rays on

the same body parts, it’s almost a thou-

sand smackaroos. I know some of you

are thinking, well they gave your friend a

discount, that’s sweet. Perhaps, but I

think it smells fishy. That’s a heck of a

discount if they really need to charge

nearly a grand to cover their overhead

and make a nice profit. I think it’s still

possible she did get a discount, but I also

think the markup on medical services and

supplies is astronomical.

Legal Larceny is StillWrong

I’ll give you another example. A

while back, my dad needed a new mask

for his C-PAP machine. In case anyone

isn’t familiar, it’s a machine that helps

you breathe while you sleep. In any

event, all he needed was the mask; noth-

ing else was changing about the machine

or its settings. He called the sleep clinic

that issued him the machine and they in-

sisted he come in for an exam. Why? He

wasn’t due for one. His condition hadn’t

changed. The machine was functioning

perfectly. The

mask was still the

correct size. It just

sustained damage

while he was

cleaning it and all

he needed was a

replacement. They

wouldn’t budge. It

was a $50 copay

for the specialty

visit, and they

charged another $50 for the mask. Un-

derstandably, he was livid and didn’t

want to play their game, so I helped him

take to the internet and find a replace-

ment. In the end, he purchased two of the

exact same masks for less than $30 after

taxes and shipping, or 70 percent less

than what the sleep clinic wanted to

charge him, and that’s not including what

they would have also charged the insur-

ance company. 

Just last week during one of my

training classes, one of our caregivers

told me about an experience she had with

blood glucose test strips. She went to

pick up her prescriptions and the total

was quite a bit higher than she was ex-

pecting to pay. It turned out that a refill of

test strips had been added to her order

and her copay for just the strips was $20.

Interestingly, this was all happening

about 15 feet from a little box of 50 test

strips for a whopping nine bucks. I’m

sure you can all guess which option she

chose.

Please see GENWHY on P. 7

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday 

9:00 AM until 5:30 PM 

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!
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CA #441782

www.chadstrucking.com ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •

HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED  ROCK •

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •

FILL  DIRT •

TOP  SOIL •

HUMUS •

BARK •

CHIPS •

RIVER  ROCK •

BASE  ROCK •

ROCK  DUST •

COBBLE STONES •

DRIVEWAY  BASE •

CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •559-645-5363

LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

8
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call Mark Crawford • 559-225-1435
CrawfordInsuranceGroup@yahoo.com

25-Year Ranchos resident • 30+ years experience
Lic. #OE52033 & 0800722auto • home • commercial • workers comp
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Having the government pick up
the tab for everyone’s healthcare
would only further incentivize these
providers to charge the insurance
companies fees that are even more
exorbitant ...
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Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

6700 E. Central Ave. • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Juan and Maria at

8/21

The media and the left (which is pretty
much one in the same) are constantly ral-
lying for free healthcare. I agree that
healthcare is out-of-control expensive. I
agree that something needs to be done
about it. However, I think making health-
care, in its current state, free to everyone
would only exacerbate the real problem.
That would be like installing a brand-new
door to cover up a broken, leaking, moldy,
disgusting bathroom and calling it fixed.

Having the government pick up the tab
for everyone’s healthcare would only fur-

ther incentivize these providers to charge
the insurance companies fees that are even
more exorbitant, and the insurance compa-
nies will happily pay the higher costs be-
cause they will just pass the expense onto
the government that’s footing the bill. Who
cares, it’s free to us, right? Oh, wait. The
government gets its money from us
through our taxes, which will go up as
costs rise. We will end up paying more in
taxes than we would pay in healthcare pre-
miums if we actually fixed the underlying
issue in the healthcare industry. There’s no
such thing as a free lunch. We all pay for it,
in the end.

GENWHY cont. from P. 6

• House Pads • Lot Leveling •
Underground Utilities Installed

• Septic Systems Installed •
Concrete Work
• Driveways •

Trenching

Call Sonny at
S.G.E.

Lic. #719500

8/
21

I’m in my 60s and still have
dreams of frantically trying to re-
member my school schedule, class-
room, or locker number. I don’t
recall that happening in real life,
but it speaks to an element of stress
relating to school. Add the pan-
demic issues to the basic challenges
and it can be a recipe for stressed-
out kids and parents. Being inten-
tional about preparation goes a long
way as you gear up to send your lit-
tle-ones and teens off to school.
Here are some tips for a smoother
transition.

Don’t wait until the first day
your child needs to wear long pants
to discover he’s grown three inches
over the summer. Pull out your
child’s clothes and have him try on
several items to determine his cur-

rent size. Remove the outgrown
clothing and place it in a bin for a
younger sibling or donate. Take in-
ventory of what’s left and create a
shopping list for what’s lacking.

With your child, organize the
clothes in categories and designate
specific drawers or cubbies for
each. Assign a place for dirty laun-
dry and make sure he knows where
it’s expected to land. Delegate laun-
dry cleaning, folding and/or put-
ting-away duties based on age
appropriateness.

Print a grade level supply list
from the school’s
website and
check your in-
ventory before
you buy. Add to
your supply list
items needed for
your homework
station. If your child has an as-
signed desk at school or home, use
open-topped containers to divide
and store pencils, markers, glue and
other supplies. If your kitchen table
is the homework station, use a
caddy for supplies and store it in a
nearby cabinet. Label school sup-
plies with your child’s name. If pur-
chasing back-up supplies remove
them from the bag and designate a
“school supplies” place in a cabinet
or closet.

Label and assign hooks or cub-
bies to store your children’s back-

Creating Order for
the New School Year

packs, lunch bags, sports gear, etc.
Create an arriving home routine to
ensure they land in the right spot.
Assign a tray or file for papers par-
ents must see or sign. Daily walk
with your child through the process
of getting things where they go
until the habit is formed. It may be
faster to do it yourself but resist
the temptation and build responsi-
bility in your child.

Establish a schedule for study
time, snack time, free time, dinner-
time, prep for the next day and bed-
time. Keep in mind extracurricular

activities and
h o m e w o r k
loads. Set
boundaries for
screen time. In-
clude your kids
in developing
the routines.

Kids will push against limits but
asking for their input will help. A
predictable schedule builds secu-
rity and self-discipline. Feel free to
add incentives and/or consequences
as needed.

Create a master family calen-
dar on the wall or phone app where
everyone can access it. Establish a
set family meeting (15-20) minutes
each Sunday to review the upcom-
ing week’s schedule and activities.
There will stil l be unexpected

LOCAL dog waste removal service • Weekly, every
other week and one time services • Residential and

commercial properties • Check us out on Face-
book, Instagram and at www.ThePoopFairies.com

8/
21

674-1663
23338 Ave. 14

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service
Family Owned
Since 1976

8/21

Lic.#414178

School success is a team
effort . . . all play an essential
role.

Please see CLEAN on P. 18

I think making healthcare, in its
current state, free to everyone
would only exacerbate the real
problem.
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Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

8/21 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TIRED OF PAYING

FOR FLOOD INSURANCE?

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation

Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 

You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals

today at

Over 15 years of experience
Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife

Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation
Nuisance animal trapping 

Call for an inspection TODAY!
8/21

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts
559-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

Arts & Crafts Studio • Bisque • Wood Items

8
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Appointment Only -- Give us a call!
Visit us at www.RanchosCraftersStudio.com
and Facebook “What’s Up in the Ranchos”
Contact us for SPECIAL GROUP PARTIES

NEVER a sitting fee • Walk-ins ALWAYS welcome

Well, here I am, yet another month with-
out a computer to write my article. The part
to repair it is coming from somewhere on the
East Coast. I think it is limping along, and
probably has made its way to Austin, Texas
as we speak. In the meantime I'm going to re-
peat one of my most popular articles  - Dump
Cakes. I received more comments from that
article than any other - except maybe the Rice
article a few months ago. Maybe by the time
I have to write the next article I'll have my
computer again. Until then, enjoy!

- Aunt Jean
Do you have company coming for

dinner and need a quick dessert? Are

the kids old enough that they can start

helping with dinner? Grandma and

Grandpa – do you have grandkids vis-

iting for the summer and they are

“BORED!” Well, I have the answer –

so simple, you can have a delicious

cake and only

dirty a can

opener, a knife to

cut some butter, a

fork or rubber

spatula and the

pan the cake is

cooked in! No

bowls, no meas-

uring cups or no

beaters to wash

and all you need

is a couple cans

of canned fruit, a dry cake mix, some

butter and maybe some chopped nuts. 

A Dump Cake.

Yes, “dump!” Just dump the in-

gredients into the baking pan and

bake. One of the recipes I read said

this can be made by a child or a tired

mom.

The first Dump Cake I ate was

made with fruit cocktail. I’ve made a

few of these:

Fruit Cocktail Dump Cake
1 Large Can (16 oz.) Fruit Cock-

tail

1 Box Yellow Cake Mix

1 Cube Butter

In a 9x13 greased pan; dump the

fruit cocktail, including the juice.

Dump the cake mix. Dot with butter.

Bake at 325 degrees for 45 minutes or

until brown.

Cherry Dump Cake
2 Cans Cherry Pie filling (21 oz.

ea.)

1 Box Chocolate Cake Mix

2 Sticks Butter – sliced into 12

pieces each

Chopped pecans (optional)

1/8 C Granulated Sugar

In 9x13 baking pan dump the two

cans pie filling evenly. Sprinkle dry

cake mix over top of cherries. Place

butter slices over dry cake mix and

sprinkle nuts and sugar evenly over

top. Bake 35-45 minutes in a 350 de-

gree oven and serve warm.

One of my favorite cakes is a

pineapple upside down cake (made

with crushed pineapple instead of

sliced). When I saw this recipe I

thought about my upside down cake.

I’m going to make this one, but add

just a little brown sugar and see how

close it comes to

the upside down

cake.

P i n e a p p l e
Dump Cake

1 Box

Pineapple Cake

Mix

1 Stick But-

ter, sliced into

pats

1 Large Can

Crushed Pineap-

ple

Chopped Nuts (optional)

In 9x13 pan, pour pineapple, juice

and all. Shake dry cake mix on top and

spread evenly. Then place butter and

nuts on top and bake at 350 degrees

until golden brown.

When I saw the following recipe,

I thought of a peach cobbler.

Peach Dump Cake
1 Lg. Can Sliced Peaches

1 Box Butter Pecan Cake Mix

1 Cube Melted Butter

In 9x13 pan pour in peaches and

by Jean Briner

Dump Cake Anyone?

Please see RECIPE on P. 9
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Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.

Get fully downloadable back issues of the

Ranchos Independent (beginning with April 2006). Learn

how you can add your Ranchos-area business to this site!

DO NOT STIR any of these
recipes. The cake will be baked
in layers of fruit, cake mix, but-
ter and nuts (if using). Except
for the layering and how long to
cook, these recipes don’t have to
be followed exactly.
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juice. Sprinkle cake mix over top to

cover evenly. Pour melted butter over

top. Bake at 350 degrees for 50 min-

utes. Let cool 5 minutes, serve warm in

bowls.

Peach and Pineapple Dump Cake
1 Can Sliced Peaches

1 Can Crushed Pineapple

1 Box Yellow Cake Mix

1 Cube Butter – melted

Lightly grease the bottom only of

a 9x13 baking pan. Pour canned fruit,

including juice, in bottom of pan.

Sprinkle dry cake mix on top of fruit.

Pour melted butter over cake mix.

Bake for 45 minutes to an hour in 350

oven.

DO NOT STIR any of these

recipes. The cake will be baked in lay-

ers of fruit, cake mix, butter and nuts

(if using). Except for the layering and

how long to cook, these recipes don’t

have to be followed exactly. Change

the fruit – maybe your family likes

pears instead of

fruit cocktail, or

how about spice

cake instead of

yellow with the

peaches or add a

little cinnamon. I

even saw one

recipe that added a

little coconut. This

is definitely one

on which you can

use your imagina-

tion. One other

suggestion I would have if you were

using peaches or pears is to cut them

up. You don’t have to do it in a sepa-

rate bowl, just dump the fruit in the

bottom of the baking pan and before

you pour the cake mix on cut the slices

into smaller pieces. These cakes will

seem wet and uncooked but once

cooked they are

delicious – almost

like a cobbler.

And they are espe-

cially good served

warm with a scoop

of ice cream.

When I told

Randy about

Dump Cakes he

m i s t a k e n l y

thought I was say-

ing “Bundt

cakes.” When I

explained them to him he went home

and tried his hand at a Dump Cake.

His entire family loved it and loved

how simple it was to make. These

things are so simple, here’s a recipe

he made up that he is still raving

about.

Apple Spice Dump Cake
2 Cans Apple Pie Filling

1 Box Spice Cake Mix

1 ½ Cubes of Butter, cut into pats

Spray the bottom of a 9x13 baking

pan with Pam or any cooking spray.

Pour the entire contents of the two

cans of pie filling into the bottom of

the pan. Sprinkle entire dry cake mix

on top of filling and flatten it out with

a fork. Place the pats of butter over the

entire surface of the cake mix, com-

pletely covering it. Bake for 35 min-

utes in a 350 oven. When you pull it

out let it rest for 30 minutes before

you cut into it. Randy says it is one of

the best – and easiest – desserts he and

his family have ever had.

Until next time – stay cool!

RECIPE cont. from P. 8

When I told Randy about
Dump Cakes he mistakenly
thought I was saying “Bundt
cakes.” When I explained them
to him he went home and tried
his hand at a Dump Cake. His
entire family loved it and loved
how simple it was to make.
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Kiwanis Supporting Run 4 the Miracle
By Sally Rowden

“Kiwanis International is a global organization of volunteers dedicated to chang-
ing the world one child, one community at a time.”

www.RanchosKiwanis.com

Kiwanis Korner

With this August month upon us, the

summer sunshine continues, along with the

Kiwanis supporting our children and our

community.

The Kiwanis donated $500 to assist in

the purchase of two chairs for the Sierra

View Teacher’s Lounge. A note of huge

thanks was received from Sierra View

Principal, Kelli Reeves. Next, “The Three

Blondes,” our Kiwanis members  Mona

Diaz, Debbie Farr and Ollia Ridge did their

magic by providing a Welcome Back

Breakfast for all

Golden Valley Uni-

fied School District

staff at Liberty High

School on Aug. 9.

In supporting our

community educa-

tion, folks we sup-

port our children.

Matt Trevor

from the Madera

County Public Works Department will be

our guest speaker at our first meeting of

September on Thursday the 9th at 6:30

p.m. at the Pizza Factory in the Madera

Ranchos. The topic will focus on mainte-

nance and operation of water supplies and

needs in the Madera Ranchos. This topic is

of high importance to our community.

We will be supporting the Kiwanis Di-

vision 5 “Run 4 The Miracle” on Saturday,

Sept. 25. The event is a walk/run race to

support Children’s Hospital Pediatric

Trauma – Injury Prevention Program.  The

run will start and finish at Panoche Creek

River Ranch (the Historic Cobb Ranch).

The race will also honor the memory of

Fresno Police Sergeant Paul Brown.  He

lost his life to COVID 19 in February 2021.

Paul Brown’s parents are long time mem-

bers of the Kiwanis Club of Old Town Clo-

vis.  To obtain further information or be a

participant in the walk/run race, Google:

Run 4 the Miracle. For sponsorship oppor-

tunities contact John Waayers at 559-417-

2980 or jrwaayers@gmail.com. Valley

Children’s Mission: “The mission of Val-

ley Children’s Healthcare is to provide

high-quality, comprehensive healthcare

services to children, regardless of their abil-

ity to pay, and to continuously improve the

health and well-

being of children.” 

Another event

happening in our

community is the

Ranchos/Hills Sen-

iors Craft Fair on

Saturday, Oct. 16

from 9 a.m. to 3

p.m. at 37330 Berk-

shire Dr. in the

Madera Ranchos. If you need more infor-

mation or would like to be a vendor, con-

tact rhseniors@att.net or call

559-645-4864. The vendor space cost is

$35 for a 12’X18’ space. Come out, enjoy

and support your community.

The Kiwanis meet on the second and

fourth Thursdays of the month. Meeting

time 6:30 p.m. at the Pizza Factory.  Con-

tact our President, Richard Wayne, for fur-

ther information at

richardwayne48@gmail.com  

“To make a difference in someone’s

life, you don’t have to be brilliant, rich,

beautiful, or perfect.  You just have to

care enough and be there.” From “Just

Be There” by Scott Booker on May 23,

2018.

“Run 4 The Miracle” on Satur-
day, Sept. 25 ... the event is a
walk/run race to support Children’s
Hospital Pediatric Trauma – Injury
Prevention Program. 

Got a holding tank to fill? What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want to waste your precious well water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!
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THE ORGANIZATION “22 TOO MANY” HAS A MOTIVATION THAT IS CLEAR:  THEY
WANT TO REDUCE 20 VETERAN SUICIDES A DAY TO ZERO.  THEY WANT TO INCREASE
PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE AND AWARENESS OF PTSD, AND ARE ALSO DEVOTED TO HONORING
THE MEMORY OF THE FALLEN WHO HAVE BEEN LOST TO A PTSD-RELATED CAUSE, AS
WELL AS PROVIDING COMFORT AND SUPPORT TO
THEIR MOURNING FAMILIES. 

LIC. #01864461, #01983289 • EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED
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Senior Report

Have Ranchos Seniors Got Talent? Find Out Sept. 30 at the Senior Center
By Margaret Tynan

Members of the Ranchos/Hil ls
Seniors are looking forward to an
informative health presentat ion,
Stroke: Signs, Symptoms, Preven-
tion given by Thanh Shanks, RN on
Tuesday, Sept . 14 at 1:30 p.m. A
registered nurse since 1992, Ms.
Shanks worked in health care at
Community Regional Medical Cen-
ter, St. Agnes Hospital and Kaiser
Permanente. She spent extensive
time in neurosurgery and as a
trauma center stroke team nurse.
She also was in charge of a robotic
surgery program at St. Agnes. After
ret ir ing from active nursing prac-
tice, she served as Ombudsman for
the State of California, visi t ing
nursing homes and helping patients
and their families receive quali ty
care. The community is welcome to
join us for this free important
health presentation at the Center at
37330 Berkshire Dr. Please stop by
or call the Center to register at 645-
4864. We hope to see you there.

A Fun Evening Planned

A fun evening is planned for
Thursday, Sept. 30 at 5 p.m. Bring
your sense of
humor, f inger
food to share
and your hid-
den or not so
hidden talents
to “Ran-
chos/Hills Sen-
iors’ Got
Talent .” Sing,
dance, pan-
tomime, read
your favori te
poem, tel l a
story, tel l a
joke, etc. The
p o s s i b i l i t i e s
are endless. Be
part of the en-
t e r t a i n m e n t
and the audi-
ence. Sign up
at the Center .
We’re bound to
have a great
time.

Be sure to Save the Date for the

Third Annual Ranchos/Hil ls Sen-
iors Craft Fair to be held on Satur-

day, Oct. 16
from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. You
won’t want to
miss this excit-
ing event .
Art is ts and
crafters from
the local com-
munity and sur-
rounding area
are exhibit ing
and offering
their work for
sale. This is a
great place to
meet the artists
and crafters to
learn about
their special-
t ies . You will
be able to
choose from a
diverse array of
lovely i tems,

f ind that perfect handcrafted gif t ,
or i tem to enhance your home

décor. Watch for more detai ls in
October’s Senior Repot. Note:
There are still a limited number of
vendor spaces available. If you are
interested in being a vendor, stop
by the Center to pick up a Registra-
tion Form or email your request to
rhseniors@att.net Attention: Rose-
mary Janis. For further information
call 645-4864.

Save the Date!
Here are more dates to add to

your September calendar: The reg-
ular monthly Treasure House, Gar-
den, Boutique and Bake sale will be
held Saturday, Sept. 4 from 8 a.m.
to noon. The Planning Meeting is
Tuesday, Sept. 7 at 12:30 p.m. The
Board Meeting is Tuesday, Sept. 14
at 12:30 followed by the General
Meeting at 1:30 p.m. The Exercise
Group meets at the Center every
Monday-Wednesday-Friday at 10
a.m. The Writ ing Group will meet
on Zoom on Monday, Sept. 13 at 2
p.m. Call or email the Center if you
are interested in joining.

Thought for September: “The
greatest wealth is health.” - Virgil

Presenter Thanh Shanks, RN, will be giving the
Senior Center an informative health presenta-
tion on Stroke: Signs, Symptoms, Prevention,
on Tuesday, Sept. 14 at 1:30 p.m. Call the Cen-
ter at 645-4864 for more information.

8/21
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WHEN YOU GET
YOUR BALLOT

Election Day is
Tuesday, Sept. 14
Mail-in ballots should be in

your mailbox by Aug. 16

THEN

VOTE “YES”TO
RECALLNEWSOM

VOTE TO ELECT
LARRY ELDER
GOVERNOR OF CALIFORNIA

8-21

Ad paid for by Central Valley for Larry Elder



Page 13

www.The Ranchos.com
8/21



Page 14

Click on “Local News” at

SEMCU Meeting Notice
Since the state is again allowing public gatherings, we’re able to resume

our meetings in person. Meetings will still take place on the third Monday of

each month at Verlaine Elinburg’s home at 37101 Ave. 12 with ample park-

ing available on site. The public is invited and encouraged to participate and

offer ideas for projects that can help improve our community.

To call SEMCU for more information, call 559-363-9095 or you can reach
the organization by email at info@ semcu.org. You can also visit the website at
www.semcu.org.

By Matt Maringer

Drinking water can expose people to a variety of harmful pollutants and

pathogens. Public water systems use water treatment and monitoring to protect con-

sumers from such contaminants. Generally, private wells do not receive the same

services that wells supplying the public do, so well owners are responsible for pro-

tecting their drinking water. Please use the following list to check for possible con-

taminants in your well

Have You Checked YourWell?

Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting

Concrete Foundations & Flatwork 8
/2

1

JULY 2021

Median Listing Price
$480K

Median Days on Market
10

Median Sold Price
$490K

Median Price/SF Sold
$242

Data based on the
Fresno County MLS

Thinking of buying or selling a home?
Don’t know where to start?

Call or contact us.

Mary Avigliano
559-367-7264

mary@ironkeyrealestate.com
REALTOR® • DRE 02093132

Maurice Gonzales
559.288.1904

maurice@ironkeyrealestate.com
REALTOR ® • DRE 01390928

WE GOT YOU!

8
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Road de-icing □ Landfills □ Sewer lines □ Storm
water pipes and drains □ Abandoned production
and disposal wells □ Nearby active disposal
wells □ Illegal dumping □

Residential fuel oil storage tanks □ Household
chemical storage and use □ Swimming pool
chemical storage □ Septic tanks and leach fields □
Sewer lines □ Floor drains □ Lawn fertilizer
storage and use □

Oil and gas production and storage □
Pipelines □ Petroleum refineries □ Chemical
manufacture and storage □ Electroplating
facilities □ Mining □ Foundries □ Metal
fabrication facilities □ Machine shops □
Waste disposal wells □ Paper mills □ Textile
mills □

Fertilizer storage and use □ Animal feedlots □
Animal waste disposal systems □ Animal
burial □ Manure stockpiles (e.g. pits and
lagoons) □ Manure spreading □ General waste
disposal wells □ Pesticide storage and use (e.g.
spread by airplane) □ Field irrigation □

Water Well Checklist
Activity Type Potential Well Contaminant Sources

Agriculture

Commercial

Industry

Residential

Other

Airports, boatyards, railroad track and yards □
Junkyards □Recycling andwaste transfer stations□
Auto repairs shops □ Carwashes □ Laundromats □
Dry cleaners □ Paint shops □ Gas stations □
Construction sites □ Golf courses □ Floor drains
and waste disposal wells □ Research laboratories
and medical institutions □ Funeral homes and
cemeteries □

8/21

• The opposite of paranoia is pronoia. A

person suffering from pronoia feels that

people or entities around them are plotting

to do them good! • American flags left on

the moon will eventually get bleached

white by the sun. • Only two animals have

the ability to see behind themselves with-

out turning around: the rabbit and the par-

rot. Their eyes are on the sides of their

head, allowing them to swivel 360 de-

grees. • Not that we ever gave any real

thought to the matter, but "snow-bones"

are the lines of snow or ice left at the sides

of roads after the rest of the snow has

melted. • David Babcock broke a Guin-

ness record at the Kansas City marathon,

but not for running. He knitted a 12-foot-

scarf while running.

© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.
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The Bookshelf

By Jerrica Edmundson

School is back in session, and we are
loving all the smiling faces we see here at
the library. Things have started to settle
down, so we will be starting to work on
some betterments to improve the func-
tionality of the library shelves, and since
parents love our Accelerated Reader-level
guide that we have
set up on the Easy
Reader books, we
are going to start
working on expand-
ing that to our entire
juvenile section
soon, so that tool
will be available for all the books in our
library. We will also be adding rating
stickers to all our movies and working to
strengthen some of our more highly circu-
lated children’s books to make sure they
last as long as they can. I am so excited to
continue working toward making our li-

brary as accessible as possible and love
seeing how much the changes are appreci-
ated by our awesome community.

Our Summer Reading program went
swimmingly this year, and it was great
seeing all the weekly check-ins to pick up
our craft kits that were made possible by
our lovely Friends of the Ranchos Library.
We were able to give out amazing prizes

donated by both our
Friends group and
the amazing people
at Pizza Factory,
who generously do-
nated great gift
cards to award our
hard-working read-

ers. If you would like to become part of
our Friends group and work to make even
more community programs become a re-
ality, come check out our meetings.
Friends group meetings are held on the
first Thursday of each month at 6 p.m.
right here at the library. We’ve got some

amazing projects
starting up and
can’t wait to
work together to
make the Li-
brary into the
c o m m u n i t y
center that we
all know it can
grow to be.

Now that
the business
part is out of
the way, let’s get to the fun part: books!

Jerrica’s Bookshelf: Lore by Alexan-
dra Bracken

Lore follows the rough and tumble main
character, Lore, as she navigates through
New York City to fight off and defend those
she loves against the Greek Gods walking the
earth during the Agon — the seven-day win-
dow when Gods can be killed, and their pow-
ers taken by whoever gets the kill. Lore is a
descendent of an ancient line of hunters who

tasked themselves with hunting the Gods
being punished by Zeus for a heinous crime
in the past, and she hates every bit of it. She
has tried to extricate herself from the lifestyle
only to have it literally show up in the form
of an injured Athena arriving at her doorstep
and needing help.

The premise of this book is so utterly
cool, a sort of Hunger Games meets High-
lander with a little Percy Jackson thrown in
for flair — and yet I just could not get into it.
I had such a hard time getting to a point
where I cared what happened, and every time
I started to like someone, there was a pre-
dictable trope that threw all of that right out
the window. The book gets points for cre-
ativity on the concept itself, but most of it
was predictable and far too illogical when
looked at closely. I was so excited for a fresh
take on the Greek Gods but was sadly let
down on this one.

Even though I didn’t love it, it doesn’t
mean you won’t though, so if you’re inter-
ested — give it a try.

School is Back and Things are Settling Down at the Ranchos Library

“I am so excited to continue
working toward making our li-
brary as accessible as possible ...”
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Hello 93636,
Well, last month a 2001, four-cylinder

Chevrolet S10 pickup rolled into the shop
with a P0171 (Bank 1 lean exhaust) trou-
ble code. Since I drive a 1999 S10 four-
cylinder with 333,821 miles on the clock
and with P0171 being our most popular
trouble code diagnostic, I was well within
my comfort zone with this one. The truck
had already been to another shop without
success but that's not an uncommon sce-
nario for us.

The other shop provided the customer
with a detailed diagnostic. When I read the
invoice, I was surprised. The diagnostic
was very impressive. When I looked, I saw
the other shop was C.A.D.S.-Auto.

Now I am way outside my comfort
zone.

The Plot Thickens
If Roberto at C.A.D.S. was unable to

solve this air/fuel ratio problem, my
chances were slim and none. Fuel systems
diagnostic is a C.A.D.S. specialty. Please
take this truck away.

Roberto is one of the founding mem-
bers of the Central California Pico Club.
Roberto and I have been developing and
sharingdiagnostic techniquesandstrategies
for 2 1/2 years. He knows what I know and
more. Regular Ranchos Independent read-
ers are familiar with Roberto's Pico Scope
diagnostic innovations because I have writ-
ten about them in past Ranchos Independ-
ent articles. Here are two examples:

Many of us have been subjected to an
EKG (electrocardiogram) examination by
a physician. Patches attach to our body and
capture and convert small faint heart beats
(pressure changes) into electrical waves. In
that same fashion, Roberto attaches these
patches onto components inside the pas-
senger’s compartment of the vehicle and to
a Pico Scope to search out and identify un-
wanted noises and vibrations.

Another medical device Roberto
adapted for automotive diagnostic is the
blood pressurecuff. Most automotive water
pumpsarecentrifugalpumps.Fluid is scav-
enged into the pump by rapidly rotating im-
peller blades. As impeller blades pass by
the water pump inlet, a low-pressure pulse
is created. When the impeller blades cast
out the coolant, a high-pressure pulse is cre-
ated. By simply wrapping an infant blood

“Hail Mary” Fix

That's when my training kicked in. What if
some of the fuel trim adaptives were learned in-
correctly? What if the PCM fuel trim “look up
files” are corrupted? It's time to try a "Hail
Mary"!

I disconnected the vehicle’s battery and dis-
charged the computer’s internal capacitors. Ca-
pacitors are kinda like mini batteries. By
eliminating all power to the PCM memory I'm
hoping all learned adaptives will be lost/erased.

When a vehicle rolls off the assembly line,
the computer is programed with baseline in-
structions. As things wear down (second law of
thermal dynamics) the engine becomes less effi-
cient and fuel mileage and performance declines.
ThePCMsystemisdesigned toadjust, adapt and
relearn. It does this by overwriting the new adap-
tives on top of the baseline instructions and
adding them to the PCM's memory.

Erasing the learned memory will hopefully
take me back to the original programing. The en-
gine and transmission may run rough until the
relearning process is complete.

It Worked!
I went for a drive.
It worked!
The fuel trim activity was restored and our

fuel trims are at +14 percent. The Check Engine
Lamp will remain off, the S10 will pass its smog
test, but our trims are still higher than our target
of +5, but now I have hope.

Low fuel pressure is next on my list. The
fuelpressurewasnormalwhenRoberto testedbut
now it's 9 psi low. We performed a fuel pump
voltagedropandelectricalcircuitcurrent test.The
pump current was about 5 amps, it was spinning
at +5,000 RPM and the waveform looked good.
The fuel pump is not our problem. Three down.

We decide to next test the fuel pressure reg-
ulator but we cannot find it either. Par for the
course. Kyle digs a little deeper and finds out the
pressure regulator is located inside the fuel filter.

WHAT?
I lifted the vehicle and sure enough there

was the third fuel line. We replaced the fuel fil-
ter also and finally the truck was fixed.

At first, I was surprised how much I don't
know about my vehicle. After some thought I
decided it's because I didn't need to know. Since
I service my vehicle regularly, these problems
never became an issue. Proper maintenance and
good training do not cost, they pay.

OK Guys and Gals, that's all for this one. If
you have any questions regarding this article,
suggestions for future articles, ideas, recommen-
dations and/or any general or specific automo-
tive questions, please text me at 559-907-7661
or email complete_car_care@hotmail.com.

God Bless America and God Bless 93636.
Happy Motoring.

Warren Parr, a two-time NAPA/ASE Cal-
ifornia Technician of the Year.

pressure cuff around the upper and/or lower radi-
ator hoses, we can measure these pressure
changes to evaluate the efficiency of the vehicle’s
water pump. A pump is a pump, right? It's just
science.

Back to our S10. A P0171 trouble code is
set when the oxygen content inside the exhaust is
too high. High oxygen content indicates an in-
sufficient amount of fuel was delivered to the
cylinders. Too little fuel mixed with too much
oxygen creates a lean fuel condition. The unused
oxygen simply passes into the exhaust where it's
measured. A correct air/fuel ratio is 14.75 parts of
air to 1 part of gasoline.

The Powertrain Control Module (PCM)
monitors the exhaust oxygen content via oxygen
sensors. When the oxygen content is high, the
PCM adapts by trimming “up” (increasing fuel
delivery). When the oxygen content is too low,
thePCMadaptsby trimming “down” (decreasing
fuel delivery) until the correct exhaust oxygen
content is reached. The PCM learns and over-
writes the adaption into the programing. If the
maximum fuel trim correction – plus or minus 25
percent – is reached, the Check Engine Lamp will
be illuminated

AWaste of Time.
Since I was confident in Roberto's diagnos-

tic, I knew my normal diagnostic routine would
be a waste of time. The only thing I could think to
do was to research past P0171 fixes and see if
something resonated.Averydifficult andunusual
diagnostic and repair from the past popped into
my head. I featured that repair in my February
2018 "Fun with Diagnostic" Ranchos Independ-
ent article. The cause of that P0171 was a leaking
valve cover gasket. The gasket lost its seal so
false/outside air was drawn into the Positive
Crankcase Ventilation (PCV) System creating a
vacuum leak.

I decided to add pressurized smoke into our
PCV system and see where the smoke leaked out.

Hey, where the heck is the PCV valve?
After some research, we discovered this ve-

hicle doesn't use a PCV valve. It uses a Fixed Ori-
fice Tube (FOT) type system. I know European
vehicles are big on FOTs but I didn't realize GM
used it. As I'm looking at the engine and studying
the FOT system, I see the hose connects to the in-
take air system. This FOT operates with ported
vacuum instead of manifold vacuum.

FANTASTIC!
The PCV System is not my problem. One

system down.
Since our fuel trims are very high (+25 per-

cent) and sluggish at all engine loads, my next
thought was an out of calibration mass air flow
sensor.

No!
This vehicle is a speed density system. It

doesn't have that either. It uses a manifold ab-
solute pressure (MAP) sensor. I monitored the
MAP sensor and it's functioning correctly. Two
systems down. I'm running out of ideas.

Training Kicks In

Madera Ranchos Boy Scout Troop
118 continued to break records when Boy
Scout Elliot Mercer earned scouting’s
highest rank on Thursday, Aug. 19 before
a Board of Review and his parents. Mer-
cer became Troop 118’s 54th Eagle Scout.

The demanding advancement pro-
gram requires a minimum of 21 merit
badges for both physical and academic
achievements, and leadership skills and
community service are also essential re-
quirements for the program.

Often referred to as “Four Per-
centers,” a reference that only approxi-
mately four percent of Scouts nationally
ever successfully make the rank of Eagle
Scout, Ranchos Troop 118 is throwing off
the curve. By becoming Troop 118’s 54th
Eagle Scout, Elliot has helped the Ran-
chos organization’s average for turning
out Eagle Scouts over the last 20 years,
rise to a lofty 80 percent success rate.

After a comprehensive interview by
a Board of Review, Elliot was approved
without reservation for the honor.

Elliot now joins the ranks of other
Eagle Scouts, including Neil Armstrong,
the first man to walk on the moon; Astro-
naut Jim Lovell of the infamous Apollo 13

Newest Eagle Scout for the Ranchos

The Ranchos’ newest Eagle Scout, Elliot
Mercer (center), is flanked by his dad and
mom, Bret and Amy Mercer. Elliot becomes
the 54th Ranchos Scout to earn the honor.

mission; Movie director and producer
Steven Spielberg; National Hot Rod As-
sociation legend, “Big Daddy” Don Gar-
lits; “Dirty Jobs” master, Mike Rowe; and
of course, 38th President of the United
States, Gerald Ford.

If you’re a boy between the ages of
11 and 17, contact Troop 118 through Jef-
frey Coulthard at 559-232-0912. They
meet at Liberty High, Mondays at 7 p.m.
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The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our next meeting,
Wednesday, September 8 at 6:30 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C in the Maywood Center. Come join
us and see what’s going on in your community. Call us at 645-4001.

When’s the NEXT Chamber of Commerce Meeting?

8/
21

Past President Amber Hornick (left) was pre-
sented the coveted Golden Valley Chamber of Com-
merce Volunteer of the Year award by current
President Alma Griffen at the first post-Covid Cham-
ber Mixer, sponsored by the Ranchos Independent
on Monday, Aug. 16.

The first post-Covid Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce mixer, sponsored by the Ranchos Inde-
pendent, was well-attended and brought together
several local businesses and community members-
for food, fun and fellowship on Monday, Aug. 16.
More are on the way and everyone is invited.

Things are happening at the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce

CCoommmmuunniittyy  CChhrriissttmmaass  TTrreeee  LLiigghhttiinngg  ••  VVeetteerraannss  CChhrriissttmmaass  PPrrooggrraamm
FFiirreewwoorrkkss  BBooootthh  FFuunnddrraaiisseerr  ••  LLiibbeerrttyy  HHiigghh    BBuussiinneessss  SScchhoollaarrsshhiippss  

CCoommmmuunniittyy  GGuuiiddeebbooookk  ••  SSuuppppoorrtt  ffoorr  LLooccaall  BBuussiinneesssseess  
SSuuppppoorrtt  ffoorr  LLooccaall  PPrroojjeeccttss  ••  IInntteerreessttiinngg  SSppeeaakkeerrss

GGrreeaatt  MMoonntthhllyy  MMiixxeerrss  ••  TThhee  oonnllyy  tthhiinngg  mmiissssiinngg  iiss  YYOOUU!!
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Classified
Alteration Services

Madlin's Alterations - Over 50
years experience - Tailoring, repairs,
wedding gowns. FAST SERVICE.
By appointment only. 36027 Ruth
Ave. 8 a.m. - Noon. Call 559-645-
4583.

Carpet Cleaning

Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley
Chamber member. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-676-0760.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove in-
serts, pellet stoves and fireplaces.
Also clean clothes dryer vents.
REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY,
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room addi-
tions, barns and patios. Lic. #719500.
Call 559-970-4476.

For Sale

1 9 7 8 S t a r f i r e C a b i n C r u i s e r -
2 2 - f o o t w / t r a i l e r , G R E A T
C O N D I T I O N - 3 5 1 F o r d , 9 . 8 H P
H o n d a t r o l l i n g m o t o r , 2 n e w
b a t t e r i e s , n e w t i r e s , a l l w o r k
d o n e b y C r o n i n M a r i n e i n
M a d e r a R a n c h o s , c u r r e n t l i c e n s e
a n d a c o v e r . B E S T O F F E R .
C a l l 3 0 4 - 2 0 1 9 o r 2 5 2 - 0 2 9 1 .

F r e e

F R E E - - s e a s o n e d p i n e f i r e w o o d
r o u n d s - - F R E E . J u s t c o m e a n d
g e t i t . 5 5 9 - 2 3 2 - 9 6 2 4 .

Housecleaning

O v e r 4 0 y a r s o f e x p e r i e n c e -
R e f e r e n c e s a v a i l a b l e - L u p e ’ s
H o u s e C l e a n i n g , r e s i d e n t i a l ,
o n e - t i m e s e r v i c e , m o v e -
i n s / m o v e - o u t s , w i n d o w s , c o n -
s t r u c t i o n c l e a n u p .
L u p e P r a d o 2 5 @ y a h o o . c o m .

5 5 9 - 9 1 6 - 1 5 2 8 o r 6 5 0 - 7 7 1 - 2 9 1 5

Recyclables Pick Up

K E E P I T L O C A L - F R E E R E -
C Y C L A B L E P I C K U P - K I D S 4
R E C Y C L I N G o f f e r s p i c k u p o f
a l l r e c y c l a b l e m a t e r i a l s i n c l u d -
i n g n e w s p a p e r , s h r e d d e d p a p e r ,
c o n t a i n e r s , p l a s t i c , g l a s s , a l u -
m i n u m a n d c a r d b o a r d . C a l l
D i a n a a t 9 9 9 - 6 8 3 2 .

F u n d s s u p p o r t R a n c h o s
c o m m u n i t y o r g a n i z a t i o n s .

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST-
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean
Up. TRACTOR WORK Discing -
Rototilling - Mowing - Scraping -
Stump Grinding. Call John at 908-
1066.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete work
and underground utilities installed.
Lic. #719500. Call 559-970-4476.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out -
Screen, track, sills included. Remove
hard water stain on home win-dows,
shower doors and car windows. Cobweb
removal too. Fully insured. Call Nick
at 285-1723. Free estimates.

SUDOKU

©2021 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Click on “Local News” at

©2021 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive
at the figures given at the bottom
and right-hand columns of the di-
agram by following the arithmetic
signs in the order they are given
(that is, from left to right and top
to bottom). Use only the num-
bers below the diagram to com-
plete its blank squares and use
each of the nine numbers only
once.

TO ADVERTISE
CALL

645-0634

36754AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTOACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

8/21

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

events, but far fewer. Use this time
to review the daily schedule and
make adjustments as needed. As op-
portunities arise for new activities
and commitments (for parents and

CLEAN cont. from P. 7 students), assess together how
they will fit into the schedule and
your family’s priorities.

Link your family meeting to
a quick check online for email
messages from the school or
teacher. Look for ways to support
your child’s teacher with a dona-
tion of supplies, volunteering and
sending encouraging notes or
emails with a cc to the principal.

School success is a team ef-
fort — students, parents, teachers,
support staff and administration
all play an essential role. Build
into your family an attitude of
gratitude for each one.

Wishing you all a peaceful
and productive school year!

Contact Organized by Choice at
P.O. Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729,
call 559-871-3314 or email
info@organized bychoice.com. You
can visit www.organizedbychoice
.com when you go online.



Real Estate
“Real estate is
my life! I make
your real estate

dreams a reality.”

8/
21

“Put my experience, knowledge, service and professionalism to work for you.”

Integrity, Dedication, Results
www.homesmartpva.com/mfoto • DRE #01454566

559-250-6740 • mfotorealtor@gmail.com

www.The Ranchos.com
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The United States Senate and House of Representatives passed the 2,702-page In-
frastructure Investment and Jobs Act, the complete text of which can be found online by
searching “H.R. 3684.” For those who prefer reading hard copies, Office Depot will print
the omnibus law, filling five-plus reams of paper, for a mere $189.14 at 7 cents per sheet.

Of course, the new law includes provisions far afield from improving infrastruc-
ture, such as: Tearing down and replacing statues. A $60 million (for just one year)
Wildlife Crossings Pilot Program. Establishing the committee to investigate the January
6th mayhem. Addressing “climate change” ad infinitum, of course. And establishing a
program to “demonstrate a national motor vehicle per-mile user fee,” meaning a tax paid
annually for every mile a vehicle is driven, and for which every vehicle would need a
tracking device or other method to
verify its mileage. A good article
explaining the mileage tax can be
found at smallbiztrends.com.

Not surprisingly, doling out
grant money like candy to compa-
nies, organizations and govern-
ment agencies adds up quickly; to
$1,200,000,000,000 to be exact.
That’s 1.2 trillion American dol-
lars. Can the nation absorb that
much additional debt?

According to USDebt-
Clock.org, the current national
debt is well over 28 trillion dollars
and rising by the split second. This
represents debt per citizen – as of
today – of $86,000 and debt per
taxpayer of over $227,000. The
rapidly spinning numbers on this website may enlighten and alarm ordinary citizens, but
they seem to make big-spending politicians’ heads spin with delusions of power. The
faster the numbers spin and the higher the spending, the more power and control for
politicians.

As if this huge, bank-breaking “infrastructure” law were not expensive and intrusive
enough, it lists 97 pending “Related Bills” which include such things as the Promoting
Service in Transportation Act, the Safe Limos Act and my personal favorite, the Pro-
moting Women in Trucking Workforce Act.

We can be pretty sure that not one senator or representative who voted for this new
law has read it or knows all its provisions that will impact every one of us. It is another

massive bill like Obamacare, for which House Speaker Nancy Pelosi might say, in this
case, “You had to pass the bill to find out how bad it is.”

We can be equally sure that a hard-to-read 2,700-page bill – laden with “whereas”-
es and “wherefores” and filled with changes to other laws – is open to pork barrel spend-
ing, payoffs to donors and pet projects that otherwise would never see the light of day.
Such massive, all-encompassing bills seem designed for obfuscation.

Coming up next is an omnibus safety net and give-away bill, set to cost a stagger-
ing $3,500,000,000,000 (3.5 trillion dollars). How fast can the numbers spin, taxes rise
and debt increase?

One Subject at a Time Act
According to Congressman Russ

Fulcher of Idaho, it is time to pare down
the size of bills by passing the One Sub-
ject at a Time Act. He notes that huge
bills are large funding packages that in-
clude hundreds of different government
agencies, topics and interests, and that
typically they include massive govern-
ment waste and overspending. It should
also be noted that the more complicated
and harder for both seasoned politicians
and average voters to read through a
proposed bill, the easier it is for politi-
cians’ pet projects to be hidden.

Congressman Chip Roy says that
huge “… so-called ‘must-pass’ bills are
drafted behind closed doors by a select
few in leadership, span hundreds of
pages and dozens of topics, and are then

dropped on the floor against a deadline for members to take or leave.” That makes it
easy to just vote the party line once and go home.

The One Subject at a Time Act, which itself prints on one page, would require that
“each bill or joint resolution shall embrace no more than one subject and that the subject
of a bill or joint resolution shall be clearly and descriptively expressed in the title.” Ad-
vantages abound: No room to hide pork or special projects; more openness when bills are
simple and easy for everyone to read and understand; and more accountability to the
public when politicians must vote on each subject to be contained in a new law.

If you’re so inclined, please encourage your representative to pass this bill, and share
this information with others.

Will the new infrastructure law fill potholes, or pockets?
By Betty Van Valkenburg

IInnffrraassttrruuccttuurree
IInnvveessttmmeenntt  &&  JJoobbss  AAcctt

22,,770022  PPaaggeess

SSppeennddSS  $$11,,220000,,000000,,000000,,000000

11..22  TTRRIILLLLIIOONN  DDOOLLLLAARRSS

• Rubbing alcohol can be used to remove
ballpoint-pen ink from most upholstery. •
"Polish wall tiles in the bathroom using
car wax. They will repel water really
well. Just be sure that you cover the floor
before you apply any wax. You do not
want to polish your tub, as that is a safety
hazard for sure!" -- M.W. in Missouri •
If you have wood floors, you might al-

ready know about felt furniture pads --
the little self-stick felt circles you put on
furniture legs to reduce scratches on your
floors. You might not know that these
same pads can reduce scuff marks that
appliances make on countertops. It also
makes it easier to scoot around a heavy
mixer or other appliances. • Here's a
workout tip: Rotate among a few pairs of
running shoes to get the best life out of
them. Rotating gives them a chance to
dry out between wearings, and runners
who practice this routine have a 39 per-
cent lower chance of injury, according to
a Luxembourg research firm.
Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip,
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803

© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.



Click on “Local News” at 

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

HIGH QUALITY

559-454-8060

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336

559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service

• Equipment

• Supplies

• Residential

• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial

• Locally Owned

SINCE

1980

BONDED &

INSURED

LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal

Color Matching

559-301-1613
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call
41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS

All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders
General & Custom

Auto Service
& Repairs

Call Gina
at 559-289-3401

email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Covering
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley

call Mag Anaya Jr.

559-974-1357
Ranchos
Resident

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance

Weekly & monthly service 
(not a licensed contractor)

commercial, residential
and industrial landscaping

info@TouchOfGreenLandscape.us

CA LIC. #934774

559-242-6352call
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Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts
559-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

Arts & Crafts Studio • Bisque • Wood Items

Jose Lopez
559-779-0401
call

Lic. #1042108

DRIVEWAYS•SIDEWALKS•COMMERCIAL•RESIDENTIAL

(559) 645-0634  

Today!
The Ranchos Independent

RANDY BAILEY
for MORE sales tomorrow, call

• TIRES
•ALIGNMENTS

• WHEEL &
TIRE 

PACKAGES
• LIFT & 

LOWERING
KITS

• FREE TIRE
MAINTENANCE

559-831-2937

HAIRCUTS

37184 AVE. 12 #104
(behind Pizza Factory)

439-2004

$13
Seniors Thursdays ONLY $11!

674-1663
same day service

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting 

INVEST IN YOUR
EXISTING PROPERTY!

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

10878 HWY 41 • 559-645-4849

www.bedrockeng.com

Get Involved!

645-4001
2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m.

37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

559-363-9095
3rd Monday of the month • 6 p.m.

37191 Ave. 12, Madera Ranchos

WE PICK YOU UP!

559-275-0157
7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

monday - friday
“Hometown feeling,
big city service!”

“For the
community,

by the
community.”

SEMCU
“Service you can trust,
prices you can afford.”

645-5324
The ONLY

locally owned

propane company

in the Ranchos

559-481-6875
37193 Ave. 12 #3H

info@acts176.com

Madera Ranchos

36754 AVE. 12 •Madera Ranchos

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

660-5262
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) A more harmonious aspect favors all relationships. Family ties with
mates and children are strengthened. Libra is Cupid's choice to win the amorous Aries' heart.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) The bold Bull is ready to take on fresh challenges. Expect some
opposition as you plow new ground -- but supporters will outnumber detractors.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) An upcoming job change could mean uprooting your family to a
far-distant location. Weigh all considerations carefully before making a decision one way or the
other.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) A long-standing problem is resolved by a mutually agreed upon
compromise. You can now focus on getting the facts you'll need for a decision you'll soon be
asked to make.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) The Big Cat needs to be wary of what appears to be a golden
investment opportunity. That "sure thing" could turn out to be nothing more than a sack of Kitty
Glitter.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) You give of yourself generously to help others, but right now
you must allow people to help you. Confide your problems to family and trusted friends.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Relationships benefit from a strong harmonious aspect.
Things go more smoothly at work. Someone you thought you'd never see again asks for a
reconciliation.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) A minor distraction interferes with travel plans, but the
delay is temporary. Meanwhile, expect to play peacemaker once again for feuding family members.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Keep that positive momentum going on the
home front. Arrange your schedule to spend more time with your family. You'll soon have news
about that job change.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Control that possessive tendency that sometimes
goads you into an unnecessary display of jealousy. You could be creating problems where none
currently exist.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) A new project holds some challenges you hadn't
expected. But don't be discouraged; you'll find you're more prepared to deal with them than you
realized.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Yours is the sign of the celestial Chemist, so don't be surprised
if you experience a pleasant "chemistry" betwixt yourself and that new Leo in your life.

© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

You enjoy being fussed over, as befits your "royal" Leonine na-
ture. You also have a strong loyalty to family and friends.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk

www.The Ranchos.com
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1. U.S. STATES: What is the state capital
of Kansas?
2. ANATOMY: Where is the pinna located
in the human body?
3. GEOGRAPHY: What is the English
name for the country called Sverige by its
people?
4. PSYCHOLOGY: What fear is
represented in the condition called
heliophobia?
5. MOVIES: Which two films had the
most Academy Award nominations
without winning any of them?
6. TELEVISION: How many sons did Ben
Cartwright have in "Bonanza"?
7. FOOD & DRINK: What is the most
popular topping on a pizza?
8. ANIMAL KINGDOM: How many
quills does the average porcupine have?
9. HISTORY: Which principal countries
made up the Axis powers in World War II?
10. LITERATURE: What is the name of
the wizard bank in the "Harry Potter"
series?

1.Topeka
2.It'stheouterear
3.Sweden
4.Fearofthesun
5."TheTurningPoint"and"TheColor

Purple,"bothwith11nominations
6.Three:Adam,HossandLittleJoe
7.Pepperoni
8.30,000
9.Japan,GermanyandItaly
10.Gringotts

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.
Click on “Local News” at



Page 23
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Since the state has begun to open
public gatherings, we’re able to

have our meetings in person again. 
Our next meeting is Monday, September 20 at 6 p.m.

Safe distancing and mask wearing will be practiced.
We will start at a new gathering hall at

37101 Avenue 12, Madera Ranchos

8
/2
1

Wildfire Safety Measure
Offered to Our SEMCU Residents

Domestic Well Problems? Loss of Water? Contamination?

Call SEMCU for Help!

Please call 559-363-9095 if you would like this
done, to sign up for FREE discing of your residential
lot and boundary. Or email info@semcu.org
and include your n a m e ,  p h o n e  n u m b e r ,
address and any specific instructions.


