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Scenes from the 33rd Annual Firefighter’s BBQ
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The reason for the season, the volunteers of the Ranchos’
Station 19.

A poignant reminder was a table set up in remembrance
of fallen firefighters who gave their all.

A photo booth at this year’s BBQ brought out many of the
attendees’ more interesting alter egos.

The cornhole games were busy all night long with people
standing in line to get “next.”

The BBQ was great but it just wasn’t complete without
dessert, which was available at the dessert table.

Always a crowd favorite was the silent auction that fea-
tured a bevy of different items, many at great prices.

State Assemblyman Frank Bigelow, center, mingles with
constituents Don and Sadha Foster.

The music was provided by the band Prestige whose
repertoire ranged from the 1940s to present day.

Jacqueline Trafton, right, Miss Madera County for 2018,
really upped the ante for ticket takers at the BBQ.

Dr. Marilyn Shepherd, former Super-
intendent of Golden Valley Unified School
District, is now with McPherson & Jacob-
son, L.L.C., a search firm retained by the
GVUSD Board of Trustees to find a new
Superintendent for the district after the de-
parture of Andy Alvarado. She has already
held one community meeting at Ranchos
Middle School on Aug. 22 where she gath-
ered input that will be ultimately shared
with the GVUSD Board of Trustees re-
garding the qualities of the next Superin-
tendent. There is going to be a second
meeting held on August 30 at Sierra View
Elementary School in the school's multi-
purpose room and will begin at 6:30 p.m.

This meeting is open to the public and is
your chance to weigh in on the qualities
you’re looking for in a superintendent.

The timetable the Board of Trustees
has established is:

1. Application deadline: Aug. 30
2. Finalists selected by Board of

Trustees: Sept. 13
3. Interviews with Board of Trustees:

Sept. 21 & 22
4. Selection of new superintendent:

Sept. 25
5. Starting date: Nov. 1
You can see the requirements for the

job and more information at the McPher-
son & Jacobson website at macnjake.com.

Give Input on New Superintendent
On Friday, Aug. 24, the groundbreak-

ing for the Liberty High School Engineer-
ing Agri-Science & Farming (LEAF)
Academy was
conducted. It
will be the
newest, state-
of-the-art edu-
cational and
research facil-
ity dedicated to
the Agriculture
Sciences Industry. The result of public/pri-
vate partnerships, LEAF will provide access
to 21st Century technologies by being a liv-
ing laboratory. Once operational it will ad-
dress: Agriculture Sciences; Environmental

Engineering; Water Technologies and Hy-
droponics; Forming and Prototyping; Auto-
motive and Diesel Mechanics; Culinary

Arts, Butcher-
ing and Farm to
Table; Orna-
mental Horti-
c u l t u r e ;
Veterinary Sci-
ences; and
Plant Sciences.

G V U S D
received approval for state grant funding in
the amount of $5,222,919 to assist with the
construction of the building. Phase I of
construction will begin sometime in the
Fall of 2018.

LEAF Building Coming to Liberty
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This place is phenomenal. They do awesome work and get things done in a timely manner. BEST SERVICE IN TOWN! Billy
is the best customer service provider ever and the technicians are great! They have done a great job.

Karina / Fresno

What I love about CCC is they're never "remove and replace" mechanics who keep trying until they THINK they've found
the problem. It's all about diagnostics and knowing what the problem is before they fix it. They save you time, stress and
money by fixing it right the first time.

James / Madera Ranchos
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check out

In Good Hands
with WARREN PARR
on Page 16 for useful and

informative automotive topics

FREEDaily Pick Upand Deliveryfrom 93636

What are Your Neighbors Saying?
Facebook 6 Reviews 5 Stars • Google 87 Reviews 4.9 Stars • Demand Force 319 Reviews 4.9 Stars
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WIN FREE PROPANE!

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________
Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2019. Delivery must be by August 31, 2019.

Must be a Valley Propane customer.

WIN 125 GALLONS OF PROPANE

MMAAIILL  TTOO::  VVaalllleeyy  PPrrooppaannee  ••  3377222211  AAvvee..  1122  ##11DD
MMaaddeerraa,,  CCAA  9933663366
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Letters

Dear Editor:
My name is Paul Hornick, and I am a

prosecutor in Madera. I have been a prose-
cutor for 13 years and never have I seen a
state legislature launch an assault on peace
officers as shamelessly as what is happening
in California now.

Berkley democrat Nancy Skinner re-
cently introduced Senate Bill 1421, which
will likely be passed into law. SB1421 elim-
inates the confidentiality of peace officer
personnel files, exposing peace officers to
being more easily sued by unhappy crimi-
nals and to have their internal records
scoured by reporters from the national
media.

On its surface, the bill panders to people
who want police transparency — which
sounds like a good thing on the surface. Like
virtually every other piece of law coming out
of California these days, SB1421 promises
a vague, positive-sounding punchline and ig-
nores practical realities. In reality, police of-
ficers are obligated to interact with
dangerous criminals every day. When they
do arrest these criminals, the criminals aren't
happy. They often make frivolous com-
plaints to the department, which are docu-
mented but almost always found baseless.
Then, at trial, because evidence of guilt is
often so overwhelming, defense attorneys
put the officer on trial, flinging mud at them
in every way they can to distract the jury.

SB1421 will make it easier for criminals
to sue police officers, easier for the national
media to generate outrageous stories based
on misleading data, and easier for defense at-
torneys to distract juries from the facts. Peace
officers risk their lives for us, and they de-
serve our support not our suspicion. Please
write your representatives and encourage
them to vote NO on this terrible bill.

Paul Hornick
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:
When is an association endorsement not

an endorsement of the association? In the
present race for the Office of the District At-
torney, Paul Hornick and Sally Moreno have
garnered various law enforcement endorse-
ments. Paul is endorsed by the Madera Po-
lice Officers’ Association, the Madera
County Correctional Officers’ Association,
the Chowchilla City Police Officers’ Asso-
ciation and the Madera County Prosecutors’
Association which is comprised of the
Deputy District Attorneys who have worked
with both Paul and Sally. It is reported that
Sally is endorsed by the Madera County
Sheriff’s Association.

Up front let me disclose that I know
each of the candidates and after reviewing
their credentials and history I will be voting
for Paul Hornick. This is not to say that I am
opposed to Sally Moreno but rather in mak-
ing a choice as to who receives my vote, I as
well as most of the attorneys based in
Madera County, whether working for the
government or in private practice, are sup-
porting Paul Hornick for District Attorney.

Paul Hornick’s law enforcement en-
dorsements came from a vote of the particu-
lar association’s members where all of the
candidates were represented. Sally Moreno’s
endorsement by the Madera County Sher-
iff’s Association came before Paul Hornick
was a candidate for the office and more im-
portantly the endorsement was not voted on
by the members of the association. The
Madera County Sheriff’s Association en-
dorsement was decided solely by the associ-
ation’s Board of Directors. No vote ever
went to the association’s members. How-
ever, how the members of the association
would have voted is not the issue. The issue
is giving the impression to the voting public
that the men and women comprising the
Madera County Sheriff’s Association have
voted among themselves and decided who
the association would endorse for the new
District Attorney for Madera County. While
the association’s by-laws may permit the en-
dorsement to be decided by five or less
Board members rather than by a vote of the
70 or more deputy sheriff officers, a full dis-
closure of such should accompany any such
important endorsement. The endorsement
should honestly inform the public that it is
unknown who the full association supports
and rather that the Board of the association is
supporting a particular person.

Thus, the answer to “when is an Asso-
ciation endorsement not an endorsement of
the Association?” is when the endorsement
is not actually decided by the men and
women of the association but only by the
Board without input from the ranks.

Steve Geringer
Madera

The Ranchos Independent welcomes
your letters. The only rules?

Sign it, be civil or forget about it.
email:

ranchosnews@yahoo.com
mail:

The Ranchos Independent
37167 Ave. 12 #5C
Madera, CA 93636

fax:
559-645-4002
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By Randy Bailey

At the 33rd Annual Firemen’s
BBQ held at the former Cobb’s Ranch
down on the San Joaquin River I got to
enjoy some good food, listen to some
good music and enjoy a lot of good
conversation with a lot of people. One
of those was our State Assemblyman,
Frank Bigelow. I’ve known Frank for
a lot of years, first as our supervisor
for Madera County’s District 1 and
then as our California assemblyman
for California’s 5th District since
2012.

After all the small talk was ade-
quately covered, I told Frank that his
number one priority as my assembly-
man has to be focusing on one objec-
tive: The overturn of Prop 14.

As a quick refresher, Proposition
14 appeared on the ballot in California in
June of 2010 and was proposed as a con-
stitutional amendment that would trans-
form California's elections (except
presidential elections) into what is now
being called a “jungle primary,” so-called
because it is survival of the fittest -- in this
case the top two vote getters -- who get to
advance to the general election in No-
vember. It passed with 54 percent of the
vote.

As I wrote in the June 2018 issue of
the Ranchos Independent: “The idea (al-
legedly) was to open up California’s elec-
tion process. Instead of having elections

dominated by just two parties -- Democ-
rats and Republicans -- the ‘top two’ con-
cept would potentially allow an
independent third party to scoot in to the
final top two and be a player in the gen-
eral election if they would just get out
there and work hard. At least that’s how it
was supposed to work on paper. The real-
ity? We have gone from an election
process dominated by just two parties to
an election process dominated by just one
party ... Now, in 2018, there will be 41
legislative seats sporting Democrats only
on our ballot. There will be no Republi-
can candidate for Lt. Governor, Insurance
Commissioner or Superintendent of Pub-
lic Instruction. For the second time in two
consecutive elections, there will be no
Republican candidate for the U.S. Senate.
With 80 Assembly Districts in play this
election, 25 will not have a Republican
challenger. The same can be said for six
of the state’s 20 Senate Districts. And out
of 53 congressional districts, 10 of them
will be solely Democrats on the ballot ...
In 2016 there were four races that were all
Republican; this year there is one.”

Frank told me that since this legisla-
tion was not generated by the legislature, it
couldn’t be overturned by the legislature.
But I pointed out to him that there have
been plenty of propositions over the years
that began within the legislature that ulti-
mately found their way onto the ballot and
were then voted on by the voters.

I told Frank that this was going to be-

A Letter to My Assemblyman

“ Apparently the
philosophical

difference
betweenus is that
[Democrats]want
more and more
spending and

more and more
taxes. I believe
we should have
less spending,
less taxes, and

more prosperity. ”

come my crusade. With only one-party rule
in our state, we will remain broken. We will
continue to have one side dictate what the
other side will do. There is no “give and
take” when one side doesn’t have to give up
anything and then takes all it wants. Cali-
fornia is not that far gone. This is the state
that produced Ronald Reagan, George
Deukmejian and Pete Wilson, all within re-
cent memory. It even produced Arnold
Schwarzenegger, a questionable Republi-
can but a Republican none the less.

So I’m going to send Frank a letter:
Dear Frank,
RE: Proposition 14
Fix this!
Sincerely,
Randy Bailey
You can give Frank a call at 916-319-

2005 in Sacramento and tell him “Fix
this!” or send him your own letter to:

Assemblyman Frank Bigelow
State Capitol
Suite #4158
Sacramento, CA 94249

Editorial
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A solid foundation for your next project

Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!

• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate

• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey

• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment

• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan

• Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com
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I’ve always heard that t ime

heals all wounds. I’m not exactly

certain who said it first , but I am

convinced whoever i t was hadn’t

yet experienced a profound loss.

My precious mother has been gone

for two years now and the wound

feels as raw and exposed as it did

the day I got the call that she had

gone home to Jesus. The heart-

break hasn’t lessened in the last

two years and the feelings of loss

haven’t subsided. Time hasn’t

healed anything. I’ve just learned

to smile through the ache and

move forward in life without my

best fr iend. In other words, I’ve

learned to live with i t , but I st i l l

feel all the pain. I’d give anything

for a l i t t le scar t issue around my

heart right about now.

It’s not that I didn’t already

know how precious and fleet ing

life was, but the two years I’ve

spent with my

mom in heaven

have driven that

message home.

It has been the

hardest , most

valuable lesson

I’ve ever

learned. You

never know

when you will

see someone for

the last time.

The night

my mom passed

away we ate

tacos for dinner

at her sister’s house. They were

homemade. They were greasy.

They were delicious. They were

easi ly one of my mom’s favori te

foods but let’s be honest, tacos are

most people’s favori te food. We

ate while we planned a family trip

to Mount Rushmore. I had no idea

that this would be her last meal. I

suppose as last meals go it was a

good one, but if I had known I

would have slowed down and

taken more time with her.

I remember rushing out after

dinner because I had to be up with

the chickens the next morning for

work. I was so sure I was going to

be spending the next night with

her, too, that I didn’t bat an eye at

cutt ing the night short for some

much-desired sleep. I rushed a

quick hug, jumped in the car,

Wounds That Don’t Heal

shouted that I loved her out the

open window and left her standing

on the porch waving at me. I re-

member i t l ike i t was yesterday

and not two years ago. If I would

have known it was going to be the

last time I saw here I would have

held onto her as long as I could. I

would gladly sacrif ice a month’s

worth of sleep to hug her one more

time.

I am lucky. I had an amazing

r e l a t i o n s h i p

with my mom.

We had a close

relationship full

of honesty, sup-

port , compas-

sion and mutual

respect . Many

people have to

struggle with

feel ings of re-

gret after losing

a loved one.

They replay

every fight ,

every harsh

word spoken in

anger, every bad memory they

have over and over again, hoping

that their loved one could forgive

them. They pray that their loved

one truly knew how deeply they

were loved and how much they

would be missed. I have zero

doubt that my mom knew how

fiercely I loved her. I have zero

doubt that my mom knew how

much she meant to me. I have zero

doubt that my mom knew how im-

portant she was to me. Yet, despite

all that, I sti l l feel pangs of guilt

when I remember a fight where I

was part icularly harsh or those

times I was just too busy to answer

her cal ls . No one is immune to

those feelings of guil t when your

loved one passes away.

Time hasn’t healed any-
thing. I’ve just learned to
smile through the ache and
move forward in li fe without
my best friend. In other
words, I’ve learned to live
with it, but I still feel all the
pain. I’d give anything for a
lit t le scar tissue around my
heart right about now.

Please see GENWHY on P. 7

8/18

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent
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If losing my mom has taught me

anything it’s that you cannot wait to

heal relat ionships. You don’t get

along with your brother? Get over

it. Put it all aside and remember that

one day one of you will be gone and

it won’t be the one in the ground

sift ing through the regret trying to

make sense of it . You have a tumul-

tuous relat ionship with your dad?

Be the bigger person and let i t go

because one day he won’t be here

and you will never be able to get the

chance to repair the relat ionship

again. Family is too important and

time is too precious to put off

mending those fences. Love each

other now because one night your

brother or wife or father or mom

could go to sleep and never wake

up. Loss is hard enough without re-

gret as part of the equation.

All I have now are the videos

and the pictures and the memories.

These are the things that wil l sus-

tain me as I live the rest of my life

without her and I will cherish every

single one of them unti l we meet

again.

I love you, Mama.

GENWHY cont. from P. 6

We now deliver to
the Ranchos,
Bonnadelle &

Rolling Hills areas.8
/1
8

NEW DAILYLUNCH SPECIALS

CA #441782

www.chadstrucking.com ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •

HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •

LANDSCAPEMATERIAL •

FILL DIRT •

TOP SOIL •

HUMUS •

BARK •

CHIPS •

RIVER ROCK •

BASE ROCK •

ROCK DUST •

COBBLE STONES •

DRIVEWAY BASE •

CONSTRUCTIONCLEANUP •559-645-5363

LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY
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• "Want to make sure that your kids stay

on schedule and get the right amount of

sleep? Keep the TV off in the morning.

Limit TV (and computer/game) time in

the hour before bedtime. This works in

our family." -- R.G. in Georgia

• "I have lost more than 30 pounds in the

past year. Every time I go down a dress

size, I give away the clothes that are too

big. It gives me added incentive to main-

tain the weight loss." -- J.H. in Arizona

• Back to school hack: Dry-erase markers

work on glass: mirrors, vanities, a photo

frame. Any glass surface can be used to

write notes on.

• Use a flowerpot of oiled sand to store

your hand garden tools. The sand cleans

and the oil lubricates and protects.

Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip,
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803.

© 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Home Favorites

by Jean Briner
I h a v e s i x n e p h e w s a n d t w o

n i e c e s a n d t h e i r s p o u s e s . F r o m

t h e r e I h a v e 1 1 g r e a t n e p h e w s

a n d 1 0 g r e a t n i e c e s a n d c a n ’ t

l e a v e o u t o u r n e w j u s t - t u r n e d -

f o u r - y e a r - o l d b e a u t i f u l A d d i e ,

a g r e a t - g r e a t n i e c e . I l o v e

e a c h o n e e q u a l l y a n d t h e y a r e

a l l d i f f e r e n t . We have a couple of

RN’s, a teacher, a

pastor, landscap-

ers, a mechanic, a

truck driver and a

pole climber for

Comcast. A cou-

ple with Master’s

Degrees, some

still in college

(one with straight

A’s) and some

that haven’t gone

to college, but

that’s OK.

Today I want

to tell you about

Austin, the son of

Randy’s younger

brother Steve and

his wife Lisa.

Austin just

graduated from

Fresno State’s

Army ROTC pro-

gram. He took

over 20 units a

year in college to

be able to com-

plete the course

in two years. He

graduated as a

c o m m i s s i o n e d

officer with the rank of 2nd Lieu-

tenant and already has his orders to

go to Fort Benning, Georgia in No-

vember to complete his training.

W h e n h e c o m p l e t e s t h a t t r a i n -

i n g t h e r e , h e w i l l b e a n a c t i v e

d u t y i n f a n t r y o f f i c e r w i t h a n

u l t i m a t e g o a l o f b e c o m i n g a

G r e e n B e r e t . W O W , I k n o w h e

c a n d o i t .

R e c e n t l y I s a t d o w n w i t h

A u s t i n t o t a l k t o h i m a b o u t h i s

f u t u r e . A t t h e s a m e t i m e , I

w a n t e d t o p i c k h i s b r a i n a b o u t

t h i n g s h e l i k e d k n o w i n g I

w a n t e d t o t e l l y o u a b o u t h i m .

WHAT I S YOUR FA -
VORITE MEAL? A g o o d b a c k -

y a r d b a r b e q u e d h a m b u r g e r . O r

i f I c a n ’ t h a v e t h a t – a n I n ‘ N

O u t d o u b l e d o u b l e .

CAKE, PIE , OR COOKIES?
Pie – A coconut cream is the best.

German chocolate cake or snicker-

doodles and magic cookie bars. His

cousin Rachael

used to make

s n i c k e r d o o d l e s

just about every

week; she knew

the recipe by

heart . She does-

n’t make them

anymore since

she became a

vegan and is

gluten intoler-

ant, but I’ll give

you her recipe.

S n i c k e r -
d o o d l e s

P r e h e a t

o v e n t o 3 7 5

½ C b u t t e r

o r m a r g a r i n e

1 ½ C A l l -

p u r p o s e f l o u r

1 C s u g a r

1 e g g

½ t s p .

v a n i l l a

¼ t s p . s a l t

¼ t s p .

c r e a m o f t a r t e r

4 T s u g a r

2 t s p . c i n -

n a m o n

I n a m i x i n g b o w l b e a t t h e

b u t t e r o r m a r g a r i n e w i t h a n

e l e c t r i c m i x e r o n m e d i u m t o

h i g h s p e e d f o r 3 0 s e c o n d s .

A d d a b o u t h a l f o f t h e f l o u r ,

t h e s u g a r , t h e e g g , v a n i l l a ,

b a k i n g s o d a a n d c r e a m o f t a r -

t a r . B e a t u n t i l t h o r o u g h l y

c o m b i n e d . B e a t i n r e m a i n i n g

f l o u r . C o v e r m i x t u r e w i t h

p l a s t i c w r a p a n d c h i l l f o r o n e

h o u r .

C o m b i n e t h e r e m a i n i n g

s u g a r a n d c i n n a m o n i n a s h a l -

l o w b o w l . S h a p e t h e d o u g h

i n t o o n e - i n c h b a l l s . R o l l b a l l s

i n s u g a r m i x t u r e a n d p l a c e o n

a n u n g r e a s e d c o o k i e s h e e t

Click on “Local News” at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

8/18 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TTIIRREEDD  OOFF  PPAAYYIINNGG
FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation

Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 

You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals

today at

Please see RECIPE on P. 9
Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent 

Over 15 years of experience
Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife

Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation
Nuisance animal trapping 

Call for an inspection TODAY!
8/18
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*SPECIAL RATES WITH THIS COUPON ONLY!
COUPON GOOD THROUGH 9/25/18

37357 AVE. 12 • NEXT TO LEE KITCHEN 
GLASS • PLASTIC • ALUMINUM

8
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Aluminum Cans
20¢/lb. MORE*

(25 lbs. or more)

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY
10 A.M. - 5 P.M.

My great nephew Austin on graduation
day from Army ROTC with my great niece Lau-
ren, who graduated from Fresno State on the
same day.
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by Samantha Weaver

• It was 18th-century French writer Se-
bastien Nicolas de Chamfort who made the
following sage observation: "Conscience is
a dog that does not stop us from passing but
that we cannot prevent from barking."

• If you bring to mind an image of
John Lennon, more likely than not you'll
see him in your mind's eye wearing a pair
of round spectacles. In July 2007, a single
pair of those iconic glasses was sold at
auction for a whopping $2 million.

• You might be surprised to learn that
the kilt originated not in Scotland, but in
France.

• The tongue of the alligator is fas-
tened to the jaw all the way around. That's
why you'll never see a gator stick out its
tongue.

• Those who track radio statistics say
Led Zeppelin's "Stairway to Heaven" is
the most-requested song in the United
States -- and this despite the fact that it
was never released as a single on this side
of the Atlantic.

• Thought for the Day: "There's no se-
cret about success. Did you ever know a
successful man who didn't tell you about
it?" -- Kin Hubbard

© 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only
$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast

Results
CALL NOW!
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a b o u t t w o i n c h e s a p a r t . B a k e
f o r n i n e m i n u t e s o r u n t i l e d g e s
a r e g o l d e n b r o w n . C o o l o n a
w i r e r a c k . M a k e s a b o u t 3 d o z e n
c o o k i e s .

W h e n A u s t i n ’ s g r a n d m o t h e r
( m y s i s t e r F a y e ) w a s a l i v e a n d
w e w o u l d a l l g o o v e r t o h e r
h o u s e f o r T h a n k s g i v i n g o r
C h r i s t m a s d i n n e r , i t w a s a l w a y s
m y j o b t o t a k e t h e m a g i c c o o k i e
b a r s . I a l w a y s m a d e a d o u b l e
r e c i p e a n d w h e n I g o t t h e r e ,
F a y e a n d I w o u l d h i d e t h e m ,
b u t A u s t i n a n d h i s s i s t e r S a -
v a n n a w o u l d a l w a y s f i n d t h e m
a n d h a v e a f e w b e f o r e d i n n e r .

M a g i c C o o k i e B a r s
P r e h e a t o v e n t o 3 5 0 f o r

m e t a l b a k i n g p a n o r 3 2 5 f o r
g l a s s . C o a t a 9 x 1 3 b a k i n g p a n
w i t h c o o k i n g s p r a y .

1 c u b e b u t t e r o r m a r g a r i n e ,
m e l t e d

1 ½ C g r a h a m c r a c k e r
c r u m b s

1 ( 1 4 o z ) s w e e t e n e d c o n -
d e n s e d m i l k

2 C s e m i s w e e t c h o c o l a t e
c h i p s

1 1 / 3 C s h r e d d e d c o c o n u t
1 C c h o p p e d n u t s ( o p t i o n a l )
C o m b i n e g r a h a m c r a c k e r

c r u m b s a n d m e l t e d b u t t e r . P r e s s
i n t o b o t t o m o f p r e p a r e d p a n .
P o u r s w e e t e n e d c o n d e n s e d m i l k
o v e r t h e c r u m b m i x t u r e . L a y e r
e v e n l y t h e c o c o n u t , c h o c o l a t e
c h i p s a n d n u t s . P r e s s d o w n w i t h
a f o r k ( o r y o u r f i n g e r s ) .

B a k e f o r 2 5 m i n u t e s o r u n t i l
l i g h t l y b r o w n e d . C u t i n t o
s q u a r e s .

W H AT I S Y O U R FAV O R I T E
T H I N G T O D O ? G o f i s h i n g
w i t h m y d a d t o h i s f a v o r i t e
f i s h i n g s p o t i n B i s h o p , C a l i f .
t h e n c o o k i n g t h e c a t c h o f t h e
d a y w i t h h i m .

A u s t i n ’s Tr o u t R e c i p e
A f t e r c l e a n i n g t h e f i s h ,

l e a v i n g t h e t a i l o n , i n s e r t b u t -
t e r , c h o p p e d g a r l i c a n d s l i c e d
l e m o n s i n t h e c a v i t y , s a l t a n d
p e p p e r t h e f i s h t o t a s t e . W r a p
f i s h i n a l u m i n u m f o i l a n d c o o k
o v e r h o t c o a l s f o r 1 0 m i n u t e s
o n e a c h s i d e . E n j o y !

I f o u n d o u t h i s f a v o r i t e
s n a c k i s a g o o d g r a n o l a b a r a n d
h e c h e w s g u m c o n s t a n t l y .
A b o u t t h e o n l y t i m e h e i s n ’ t
c h e w i n g g u m i s w h e n h e ’ s e a t -
i n g o r s l e e p i n g .

T o d a y I h a d A u s t i n c o m e
o v e r t o r e a d t h i s t o m a k e s u r e I
h a d a l l t h e d e t a i l s c o r r e c t . H e
w a s t e l l i n g m e w h i l e h e i s w a i t -
i n g f o r h i s t i m e t o r e p o r t t o
G e o r g i a h e h a s b e e n w o r k i n g
p a r t t i m e f o r a l o c a l c a t t l e
r a n c h e r – m u c k i n g t h e s t a l l s
( t h a t s o u n d s l i k e f u n ) a n d b e i n g
a r e g u l a r c o w b o y : m o v i n g c a t -
t l e b y h o r s e b a c k . H e w a s
t e l l i n g m e t h e w o m a n h a s g i v e n
h i m a c o u p l e o f s t e a k s a n d h o w
h e c o o k e d t h e m . W i t h A u s t i n ’ s
c o o k i n g a b i l i t i e s I w o n ’ t w o r r y
a b o u t h i m g e t t i n g e n o u g h t o
e a t .

I a m s o v e r y p r o u d o f
A u s t i n a s I a m a n y m a n o r
w o m e n I s e e i n a m i l i t a r y u n i -
f o r m . Y e s , I ’ l l s t a n d u p f o r t h e
N a t i o n a l A n t h e m a n d I g e t a
l u m p i n m y t h r o a t w h e n I s e e
t h e f l a g w a v i n g i n t h e a i r .

RECIPE cont. from P. 8

37184 Ave. 12 #102
(behind Subway)

559-824-6336 AArrttss  &&  CCrraaffttss  SSttuuddiioo  ••  AAccrryylliikkcc  PPaaiinnttiinngg  ••  BBiissqquuee  ••  WWoooodd  IItteemmss

CCoommiinnggSSoooonn
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Soils as a Living System
September 1, 10 a.m. –  noon 
Tom Willey of  T&D Willey Farms
Three Sisters Demonstration Garden

Madera Community College
30277 Ave. 12, Madera

Soil management techniques to enhance
soil quality and the quality of food.

Iris Workshop
September 15, 10 a.m. –  noon 
Kathy Sierra, Carol Kennedy and Fresno
Iris Society Member Katie Hendrickson
Three Sisters Demonstration Garden

Madera Community College
30277 Ave. 12, Madera

Planting and care of bearded iris. How to
dig, divide, grow and care for them.

Propagation Workshop
September 29, 10 a.m. –  noon 
Barbara Mattice

Fernwood Nursery

12090 Fernwood Dr., Madera Ranchos
How to propagate plants, divide and make
cuttings.

In addition to these workshops, there
will be a “Meet the Master Gardeners”
evening meeting where you can meet mas-
ter gardeners and see if you might be in-
terested in becoming one. Applications for
the 2019 training class will be accepted
through September 30, 2018. Applications
are available online at:
cemadera.ucanr.edu/Madera_County_
Master_Gardener_Program/

For more information you can call
559-675-7879 ext. 7210 or email them at
mgmadera@ucdavis.edu.

Meet the Master Gardeners
September 20, 7 p.m.
Three Sisters Demonstration Garden

Madera Community College
30277 Ave. 12, Madera

September Master Gardener Workshops
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ThrivingThroughTransitions

Children aremasters of transition. I’ve seen

myfour-year-old twingranddaughters’ transition

from 4 lb. helpless babes to girls who ride their

bikes, swim and say things like, “I’m satiated,”

whenthey’refullatdinner-time.(Yes,theirfather’s

a teacher). Imagine the countless challenges and

transitions theirminds andbodies endured in just

fouryears.

Whetheryou’refouror94,lifeisfulloftran-

sitions.Sometimes transitions intrudeonus likea

tonofbricks. Just thisweekIspokewithsixpeo-

plewhowerestaggeringundertheweightoftran-

sitions relating to career, health, death of a loved

one,relationshipfailure,financesandahouseflood

disaster.

While only the

house disaster directly

caused disorganization

in the home, all transi-

tions can contribute to

clutterandchaos.Even

positive transitions like

movingtoalargerhome,gettingmarried,orstart-

ing a family canupset the normanddisrupt your

organized household. Physical and emotional

well-beingisalsocompromisedduringtransitions.

There’snoone-size-fits-allsimplethree-pointplan

thatguaranteesasuccessfultransition,butthereare

tipsandtools tohelpyoumanageandthrive.

ReachOut
Whatdoesababydowhenlearningtowalk?

Hereachesoutforsomethingorsomeonestableto

hold on to. That’s smart, but as adults it’s hard to

do.It’seasytoisolate,thinkingyou’retheonlyone

strugglingwiththis,orthatyoushouldgetthrough

itonyourown.

KingSolomononce said, “There’s nothing

newunderthesun,”and“awisemanseekscoun-

sel.”Inotherwords,manyhavegonethroughsim-

ilar transitions and there’swisdom innot going it

alone. Reach out to someone you trust whowill

guide, support and inspireyou. Ifyou’reaperson

of faith,prayand reachout toyour faithcommu-

nity.Consideranonlinesupportgrouporseekpro-

fessionalservices.

Receive
It’strulymoreblessedtogivethantoreceive,

but unless there are peoplewilling to receive, no

one isblessed.Friendsandfamilymaynotknow

how best to come alongside you, but when they

offer, be prepared to receive and if they don’t, be

preparedtoask.

Nodoubt thereare things that aregoingun-

donewhileyourfocusisdivertedtothechangein

your life. Itmaybe theyard, the laundry,or read-

ing toyour toddler.Accept thatduring this transi-

tionyou’renotgoingtomaintainallthatyouwere

doing before. Take 10minutes tomake a list of

things thatotherscoulddoandbewillingtoshare

your load.

Reorder
If clutter and chaos have ensued, consider

some simple steps to regain order. Focus on the

necessities.Payingthebills,eating,andsleeping.

Tokeepthe lightson,makesureyouhavea

simpleway toprocess themail.Place threepaper

traysandarecyclebinclosetowhereyoubringin

themail.Labelthefirsttray“TakeAction”foryour

billstopay,doctorformstofillout,datestorecord,

etc.Labelthesecondtray“Holding”forthingsyou

maywanttolookat,butdon’trequireaction.Label

thethird“File”foritemsthatneedtobesavedlike

insurancepoliciesandtaxdocuments.

Toavoidbeingoverwhelmed,choosetore-

trieve yourmail daily and do a two-minute sort

into your three trays and recycling bin. Forget

about saving coupons and catalogs for the time

being.Keepit simpleandfocusonthebasics.Set

a reminder on your phone or calendar twice a

month (1st and 15th) to sort through the Action

trayandfollowthrough

withthoseitems.Don’t

concern yourself with

the other two trays for

now.

If your transition

has impaired your eat-

ingandsleeping,you’llstruggletothrive.Giveyour-

selfonesmallgoalata time.Maybeit’sanapplea

day or choosing the salad bowl or grilled chicken

wrapwhen picking up fast food.Daily fuel your

bodywith a nutritious breakfast bar or smoothie,

even if it’son the run.Setanalarmonyourphone

to establish a bedtime. These routineswill reduce

yourstressandimproveyourbrainfunction.

Remember
Remembertodothosethingsthatrenewand

rejuvenateyou.Recallthetimesyou’vetriumphed

through transitions. Think about what you have

rightnowforwhichyoucanbegrateful.Shiftyour

focus before you go to bed and first thing in the

morning. It will help lighten your load and clear

yourmind.

Patty Behrens, LMFT, and I are currently

writingabookabouttransitions.Ifyouhaveastory

you’dliketosharewithus,orwouldliketobeprivy

to early releases, feel free to contactme (Brenda

McElroy)at info@OrganizedByChoice.com.

Contact Organized by Choice (because
things don’t always fall into place) at P.O.
Box26152,Fresno,CA93729, call 559-871-
3314 or email info@organizedbychoice.com.
You can also visit www. organizedby-
choice.com.

...alltransitionscancontributetoclut-
terandchaos.Evenpositive transitions ...

Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

6700 E. Central Ave. • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Juan and Maria at

8/18
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LLiicc..  ##OOEE5522003333  &&  00880000772222aauuttoo  ••  hhoommee  ••  ccoommmmeerrcciiaall  ••  wwoorrkkeerrss  ccoommpp

8
/1
8

36754 AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTO ACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

8/18

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

674-1663

23338 Ave. 14

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

8/18

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent 
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By Nancy Palazzo, Church Historian, and Patti Groh

Christian Mission Church has moved, AGAIN! As every-
one must be aware of by now, the Hurst’s Hardware property
has been sold to the County of Madera. You may not be aware
that the little building in Hurst’s parking lot, which housed our
church, was part of that sale and so, we have had to relocate.
Apparently, a Sheriff’s substation
will be located in that building.

We held our first service in our
new location, 12089 Maywood
Drive, on July 29 with Pastor Gary
Gould leading the service.

So, a little explanation of why
I said “moved, AGAIN!” The
Christian Mission Church (CMC)
began as a small bible study group,
in a private home in Rolling Hills,
in the summer of 2006. The group
was made up of residents from
Rolling Hills and was under the
guidance of Pastor Robert Crabb.
Pastor Crabb had been sent by the
Lutheran Church to establish a
mission in Gateway Village (now
Riverstone). He arrived with his
family from New York to find nothing but olive trees and no
timeline in place to begin building. He started knocking on
doors in Rolling Hills in an effort to accomplish his job. In May
2007, office space was rented near Avenue 12 and Road 36

where a Bible study group was held in the evenings. The land-
lord then remodeled his garage, and the Christian Mission
Church had its first Sunday church service there on July 29,
2007, exactly 11 years prior to our current location’s first serv-
ice.

In July of 2008, CMC moved to 36320 Avenue 12. In De-
cember 2010, change again struck our little group. We lost Pastor

Robert Crabb when he joined the
Navy as a Chaplain and Navy Lieu-
tenant. Our building lease unexpect-
edly came to an end. Over the next
few months, we had substitute pas-
tors but certainly wondered and
prayed about God’s plan for us.
Then, a miracle! We found the little
building in Hurst’s parking lot and
we were blessed with Pastor Gary
Gould and his wife, Mim (having re-
cently retired from a bigger church)
agreeing to come minister to us.

Now you know our history.
We are a non-denominational
church now. Our mission is to
share Jesus Christ, reaching out to
all with His ministry of invitation,
repentance and redemption, disci-

pleship and witness to the love of God in Jesus Christ. Sunday
service is at 10:30 a.m. and Wednesday Bible study is at 10
a.m. You are all invited to come worship and study with us and
check out our new digs.

3rd Time the Charm? Ranchos Church Moves Again Alzheimers Ed
Seminar Planned

Christian Mission Church member Patti Groh puts up the
church’s new sign at their new location at 12089 Maywood
Drive, directly behind the Maywood Center.

Valley Caregiver Resource Center will be
having a seminar on Sept. 11 from 10 a.m. –
noon at the Oakhurst Lutheran Church at 39255
Black Road, located at the intersection of Road
426 and Black Road. You can register to learn
more on the basic symptoms of Alzheimer's at
559-224-9154.

Valley Caregiver Resource Center offers
a unique group of services to help elders and
their families with the challenges of the aging
process. Its aim is to promote personal and
community well-being.

The Family Caregiver Support Program
helps families and communities in caring for
adults with brain impairing conditions such as
Alzheimer's disease, stroke, Parkinson's and
traumatic brain injury.

To be eligible for services, a client must be
caring for an adult with a cognitive impairing
condition that occurred after the age of 18, such
as dementia, Alzheimer's disease, stroke, trau-
matic brain injury, or Parkinson's disease. Or be
60 years and older in need of assistance with
daily living activities. Services for those caring
for someone 60 and older are available in vari-
ous counties where Valley Caregiver Resource
Center has the Family Caregiver Support Pro-
gram. For more information call 559-224-9154.

8/18
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Aug. 17 7 p.m. Firebaugh (w)
Aug. 24 7 p.m. Mendota (w)
Aug. 31 7 p.m. Chavez
Sept. 7 7 p.m. at Kennedy
Sept. 14 7 p.m. at Templeton

Sept. 28 7 p.m. at Yosemite
Oct. 5 7 p.m. at Immanuel
Oct. 12 7 p.m. Washington Union
Oct. 19 7 p.m. Kerman
Oct. 26 7 p.m. at Chowchilla

2018 Liberty hIGH SCHOOL Hawks football SCHEDULE

2018 Liberty hIGH SCHOOL Hawks football SCHEDULE
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Assisted Living& Memory Care
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Hello 93636,
I would like to begin my article by

congratulating Golden Valley Unified
School District and its governing board for
breaking ground on our new GVUSD Ca-
reer Vocational Education Facility. I
would also like to extend my personal
thanks and congratulations to Mona Diaz,
Maria Knobloch and Brian Freeman for
keeping your 2015 GVUSD Special Elec-
tion campaign promises to make Voca-
tional Education one of your priorities.

WAY TO GO GUYS!!!
Thanks also to Steven Lewis and An-

drew Wheeler for your commitment and
support for Vocational Education.

Isn't the primary and fundamental
purpose of public education to prepare stu-
dents for career opportunities? There are
tremendous employment opportunities
within the automotive industry. Please
GVUSD governing board, consider the
automotive industry when you develop the
curriculum and build those facilities. My
industry has suffered from a shortage of
trained and qualified technicians for many
years. The problem is nationwide and, in
my opinion – at least in part – the result of
the systematic elimination of Vocational
Education curriculum from the public-
school system. One hundred-thirty years
ago the U.S. farmer also experienced a
significant decrease in available labor as
many left the farm headed for the big cities
of America. The American farmer turned
to technology to compensate for that
shortage. In my judgement, as a result of
that decision, today's American farmer
produces the highest quality and greatest
quantity food products at the lowest prices
anywhere in the world. Their successful
model has inspired and motivated me to
also embrace technology as the means to
deal with my industry's labor shortage.

Recently I needed to replace some
older worn-out low-current amp probes,
so I headed to my favorite automotive
technology store, AES Wave of Fresno.
They are the largest distributor of Pico
technology and one of the largest automo-
tive technology manufacturers and dis-
tributors in America.

Carlos walked me into the warehouse
and showed me his selection. I already
knew what I wanted, but for me, being in
the AES Wave warehouse is like being a

New-school Diagnostics

5-year-old in Disneyland.
"Hey Carlos, what's that?"
"That's the newest Pico technology in

low-current amp probes."
"Why does it have such a large jaw?"
"It's designed for parasitic draw testing

at the battery cables." (A parasitic draw is a
small current (milliamps) that drains the ve-
hicle's battery dead overnight.)

You mean I no longer have to discon-
nect the battery cables and install a bridge
when testing for parasitic draws? WOW!
This technology will definitely enhance my
diagnostic ability and decrease my risk. Every
time I disconnect a vehicle's battery, I take the
risk that a module may not come back online
when the battery is reconnected. At the very
least, every time a battery is disconnected the
vehicle's adaptive memory is lost.

As my brain began processing this new
technology, I realized in theory it has the po-
tential to fundamentally change automotive
electrical diagnostics beyond the probe’s
stated purpose. Here's how: A vehicle's bat-
tery is the warehouse where electrons are
stored. When an electrical component is acti-
vated, electrons flow out of the battery’s neg-
ative post, through a battery cable, through
the load and back to the battery via a cable
connected to the positive post. The battery

and battery cables are common to every electri-
cal component and system in the vehicle.

The flow of electrons is called current.
When current flows through a wire or cable, a
magnetic field is created. The current amp probe
measures that magnetic field and converts it into
current or amps. The greater the magnetic field,
the greater the current. Since EVERY electron
must flow through the vehicle’s battery cables to
complete its mission, why don't we just measure
the current there? I simply place the new low-
current amp probe around a battery cable, turn
the ignition key to the "ON" position and acti-
vate the component's switch (blower motor,
power window motor, power seats, etc.). When
the electrons flow, I can measure it.

If the new technology works, I no longer
need to remove covers, panels or other obstacles
to access electrical components. I no longer need
to consult a wiring diagram to find the correct
wire to test. With other electrical components,
like fuel injectors, ignition coils, actuators, sole-
noids, etc., I can place my diagnostic scanner into
bi-directional control and activate those compo-
nents with it.

This month, several vehicles come into the
shop with power window failure complaints.
This presented a very good opportunity to im-
plement and test the new technology. The good
thing about power windows is a vehicle never

has just one. Therefore, I should have at least one
good component to gather "known good" base-
line data to compare to the suspect component
data. In the past I was unable to implement this
strategy because of the extra time and difficulty
to disassemble and reassemble a second door.

The science performed perfectly. It was
quick and accurate. The waveform was identi-
cal to the waveform taken at the component. The
first vehicle suffered from high resistance in the
power window motor. That resulted in low cur-
rent flow which caused the slow window com-
plaint. The second vehicle had a defective power
window switch. Intermittently the switch would
stick in the "down command" position so the
customer was unable to roll the window up.

The new Pico Low-Current Amp Probe
technology has proven itself to me to be a quick,
reliable and easy way to perform new school
electrical diagnostics.

OK guys. That's all for now. As always, I’m
looking for interesting and informative automo-
tive industry topics to write about in future arti-
cles. If you have any suggestions, or questions
regarding my industry, a personal vehicle or any
other automotive issue, I can be reached by tex-
ting 907-7661.

God Bless America and God Bless 93636
Warren Parr, ASE Master, Advanced Level

and Hybrid Certified

8
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chain link wood wrought iron

chain link • wood fence • wrought iron
privacy plus • gate operators

security windows • security doors • barbed wire
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Madera Elk’s Lodge #1918 honored
Senior Deputy District Attorney Paul Hor-
nick as Prosecutor of the Year at its 46th
Annual Officer of the Year Awards Dinner.

Hornick joined the county’s office as a
line attorney in 2015 and rose to his senior
deputy position a year later after being cho-
sen to head a political corruption task force
to investigate wrongdoing in county gov-
ernment. His Elk’s award comes amid his
race against rival Sally Moreno for district
attorney.

“He’s a very hard worker,” said two-
time recipient Todd Spangler, who serves as
supervisor deputy district attorney. “Even
though he didn’t go to Fresno State, he’s a
bulldog and he just won’t let go. He’s most
famous for ... prosecuting a one-legged man
for driving while intoxicated. There’s a
story behind that. It epitomizes his grabbing

on and not letting go until he gets a convic-
tion.”

Hornick, who said he was “humbled”

by the recognition, received the award for
consistent high performance as a prosecu-
tor. Hornick lives in Madera with his wife

Amber.
In all, the lodge honored nine law en-

forcement officers Thursday with the
awards, which are generally “peer voted,”
according to lodge brother David Opfergelt.
More than 100 attended the barbecue dinner.

Other officers of the year were
Nathaniel Cooper of the Chowchilla Police
Department, Craig Lee of Valley State
Prison, Frank Tapia of Central California
Women’s Facility, Jim Yates of California
Highway Patrol, Michael Chambers of
Madera County Sheriff’s Office, Larry Zer-
tuche of Madera County Probation Depart-
ment, Jaron McAlister of Madera Police
Department, and Brandie Beck, Madera
County Department of Corrections.

The Benevolent and Protective Order
of the Elks is celebrating its 150th anniver-
sary this year.

Madera Elks Name Hornick Prosecutor of the Year at Annual Awards

Paul Hornick, third from right, was honored by the Madera Elks as Prosecutor of the Year at
their 46th Annual Officer of the Year Award Dinner. Photo courtesy of Allen Baraldi.
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Child Care

Child Care - Susan Ryan Day Care.

Newborn to 5 years old. Licensed. Call

661-4725 or 706-0424.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29

years of experience. Wood stove inserts,

pellet stoves and fireplaces. Also clean

dryer vents.

REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY,

BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room addi-

tions, barns and patios. Lic. #719500.

Call 559-970-4476.

Classified
Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor special iz ing in

both cont inuous and standard rain

gutters. General Contractor. Repair

Maintenance. 12 years working in

the area . **NEW PHONE NUM-

BER: 559 - 908 - 0759**

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-

CLABLE PICKUP - KIDS 4 RECY-

CLING offers pickup of all

recyclable materials including paper,

plastic, glass, aluminum and card-

board. Call Diana at 999-6832 or

645-1048.

Funds support Ranchos community

organizations and schools.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST

HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.

TRACTOR WORK Discing - Rototill-

ing - Mowing - Scraping - Stump Grind-

ing. Call John at 908-1066.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete work
and underground utilities installed.
Lic. #719500. Call 559-970-4476.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out -

Screen, track, sills included. Remove

hard water stain on home windows,

shower doors and car windows. Cobweb

removal too. Fully insured. Call Nick

at 285-1723. Free estimates.

Ask about our SENIOR DISCOUNT!

SUDOKU

©2018 King Features Syndicates, Inc.
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Locally owned and operated

37082 Ave. 12, Madera Ranchos

559-662-0336
www.huckabeeshvac.com

8/18

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent
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Nancy Watson
645-5000

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 8/18

A Ranchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top dol-
lar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109 8/18

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®

Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:
www.davidparker.info

Property Management -
we can rent your home:

www.parker-properties.info

©2018 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Real Estate

BRE Lic. #01454566

Maria
Fotopoulos - Cercone

Real estate is our life! We make
real estate dreams a reality.

Cell 559-250-6740 • Office 559-645-1212
maria@ossrealtor.com • Ranchos resident for more than 30 years!

I’m ready to assist you with all of your real estate needs. Whether
you’re buying or selling, moving across town or out of state, I’m here

to help. Your housing needs deserve the care of a specialist.

8/
18

ByBettyVanValkenburg

Governor Brown pushed through Senate
Bill1(SB1)lastyearthatgreatlyincreasedgasand
dieseltaxesandvehicleregistrationfees,estimated
tocosttheaveragehouseholdalmost$800ayear.
That would buy a lot of back-to-school shoes for
thekids,don’tyou think?

WeaverageJoesandJaneswereshockedat
the higher pump prices and then at the much
highercostofthelittleregistrationbumpersticker.
Soshockedandangeredwerewethat something
unheard of happened: Nearly a million of us
signed petitions to place a measure on Novem-
ber’sballot,notonly torepeal the increasesbut to
require that any future increases must require a
vote of the people.
There were more than
enough qualified sig-
natures to place the
proposedconstitutional
amendmentontheNo-
vember 6 ballot as
Proposition6.

As expected,
Brownisusinghiscon-
siderable war chest on
misleading ads which
warn that passing Prop 6 will result in potholed
roads,crumblingbridges,trafficjamsfromhelland
transportationnightmares.Butwait, that’salready
the case; and we already pay among the highest
taxes in thenation.Anyroadwork that is actually
doneusingourtaxmoneycosts470percentmore
than in other states. Can Governor Brown please
explaintouswherethebillionsof taxdollarshave
beenspentandwhyheneedsbillionsmore?

The Secretary of State’s office cleverly de-
scribesProposition6thiswayintheOfficialVoter
Information Guide that we voters will rely on:
“EliminatesCertainRoadRepairandTransporta-
tion Funding.” That sounds negative, as if the
funding is already there and Prop 6 would arbi-
trarily eliminate it, potholes be damned, right? It
should say: “Eliminates Fuel Tax and Vehicle
RegistrationFeeIncreases,”whichiswhatitdoes.
LiberalDemocratsdohaveawaywithwords–to
match theirwaywithour taxmoney.

So, what does SB1 provide for (except the
taxincreases)thatjustifiessomuchpushbackfrom
theCaliforniapowersthatbe?Herearesomefacts
according toReformCalifornia.organdacursory
scanofSB1’s textandmedia reports:

1. Nothing in SB1 requires that a cent be
spentonroadrepairsormaintenance.

2. There is a built-in yearly tax increase tied

to theCaliforniaConsumerPrice Index tostart in
2021.

3.SB1prohibits theexpansionofhighways
andfreeways.Nomorelanesareallowed,butcar
lanescanbe removedforbike lanes.

4. Millions go to sustainable communities
planninggrants to localgovernments.

5.Moneyisallocatedforenvironmentalpur-
poses,localbusandlight-railsystems,parks,boat-
ing and off-road use. As explained by
Assemblyman Jim Patterson, the money can be
spent for anything that is “transportation related,”
and the politicians decide what that includes.
“After all, you walk or bike to a park, and that’s
transportation.”

And my personal favorite: 6. SB1 allocates
$100 million to increase the number of trips by
bike and on foot (according to the Sacramento
Bee). Just how does the government accomplish
that?

Clearly SB1deserves to be repealed, and
anyone who voted for it deserves to be replaced.
Yes, we sorely need to fix our substandard infra-
structure, but SB1 will not do it. If you are so in-
clined, please go to ReformCallifornia.org for
more information and learn what you can do to
helppass thismuch-neededproposition.

Politicians Won’t Fix the Roads – The Gas
Tax Fraud from Re-
formCalifornia.Org:

Politiciansarenot
interested in fixing or
expanding our roads –
andthegastaxincrease
containszeroaccounta-
bility on where the
funds will be spent. In
fact, the gas tax meas-
ure is specifically writ-
ten to allow politicians

tocontinuetodivertall thefundsawayfromroad
projects.

StateSenatorJohnMoorlachreleasedanin-
dependentanalysisoftheCalTransbudgetshow-
ing thatonly20percentof thegas taxfundswere
spentanywherenear roads.

Where do the politicians divert the gas tax
moneyto?Thefundinghasbeendivertedtocover
budgetdeficitssopoliticianscancontinuetospend
in other areas. Most of the funds spent on infra-
structure get diverted from roads to transit buses,
lightrailprojects,bikelanes(toreplaceroads),and
evenpark landacquisition.

An independent audit proves very little
money actually gets spent on construction. Most
of the funding covers the high salaries and pen-
sions forgovernmentworkers…

There’s a better way: Taxpayer advocates
haveofferedanalternativesolutiontofixourroads
without a tax hike – the Road Repair Accounta-
bility Initiative – and voters will get a chance to
vote on that in the next election once the gas tax
hikeisrepealed.[Ilookforwardtoreadingthisini-
tiativeandhope that itwilldeserveayesvote.]

Visit the Central Valley Tea Party website
atwww.centralvalleyteaparty. comformore in-
formation.

Yeson
Proposition6

There’s a better way: Taxpayer
advocates have offered an alternative
solution to fix our roads without a tax
hike – the Road Repair Accountability
Initiative – and voters will get a chance
to vote on that in the next election once
the gas tax hike is repealed.
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Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

HIGH QUALITY

555599--445544--88006600

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336

559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service

• Equipment

• Supplies

• Residential

• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial

• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 

Loan Document Signing

Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Notary in the
Ranchos!
Notary in the
Ranchos!

SINCE

1980

BONDED &

INSURED

LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal

Color Matching

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

Store hours: 

Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00

Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

Mitchell L. Vick
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

559-970-4635
mlvconst@gmail.com 

Lic. #563698

• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •  

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS

All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders
General & Custom

Auto Service
& Repairs

Call Gina

at 559-289-3401

email

BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Covering

Mountain Areas

& the Central Valley

Tree pruning, shaping & trimming
Tree Cabling • Tree removal

Fully Insured • 8+ Years Experience • Trained Arborist

559-347-8408 • www.cvhtc.com

call Mag Anaya Jr.

559-974-1357
Ranchos
Resident

Lic. #842676

“Plumbing
problem?
Plumbing
solution!
Call
Vern!”

How about 10,000
Ranchos residents each

month who look at
Business Directory ads?

(559) 645-0634  

The Ranchos Independent

WHAT CAN YOU GET
FOR $25?

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance

Weekly & monthly service 
(not a licensed contractor)

commercial, residential
and industrial landscaping

info@TouchOfGreenLandscape.us

CA LIC. #934774

559-242-6352call

Today!

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

JEAN BRINER
(559) 645-0634  

The Ranchos Independent

559-363-1851
Barber Shop

& Shave Parlor

36754 AVE. 12 •Madera Ranchos

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

660-5262

Page 20

Get Involved!

645-4001
2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m.

37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

TOTAL HOUSE CLEANING
• Specializing in Custom &
Tract Homes

• Janitorial Services
• Daily - Weekly -
Monthly

Licensed • Insured • Bonded

CLAODEEN CLEANING
559-790-0557

We do any type of

housecleaning,

offices, rentals and

window cleaning. 

WE DO IT ALL!
Call us for

FREE estimates.

15 years experience
many references in the Ranchos

R&L Housecleaning

559-718-9941

559-514-9816

HOUSE  CLEANING
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Impatience with those who don't keep up with you can cause
resistance, which, in turn, can lead to more delays. Best to be helpful and supportive if you want results.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) A surprise announcement from a colleague could put you on the
defensive. Gather your facts and respond. You'll soon find the situation shifting in your favor.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Time spent away from a project pays off with a new awareness of
options you hadn't considered before. Weigh them carefully before deciding which to choose.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Consider confronting that personal conflict while there's still time
to work things out. A delay can cause more problems. A longtime colleague might offer to
mediate.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Some emerging matters could impede the Lion's progress in
completing an important project. Best advice: Deal with them now, before they can create costly delays.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Your aspect continues to favor an expanding vista. This
could be a good time to make a career move, and taking an out-of-town job could be a good way
to do it.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Disruptive family disputes need to be settled so that
everyone can move on. Avoid assuming this burden alone, though. Ask for -- no, demand -- help
with this problem.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Patience is called for as you await word on an important
workplace situation. A personal circumstance, however, could benefit by your taking immediate
action.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Don't lose confidence in yourself. Those
doubters are likely to back off if you demand they show solid proof why they think your ideas
won't work.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) A temporary setback might cause the usually sure-
footed Goat some unsettling moments. But keep going. The path ahead gets easier as you move
forward.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) There's welcome news from the workplace. There also
could be good news involving a relationship that has long held a special meaning for you.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) You might still need to cut some lingering ties to a situation
that no longer has the appeal it once held. In the meantime, you can start to explore other
opportunities.

© 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.

Your sense of what's right can inspire others if you remember not to
push too hard to make your case. Moderation works best for you.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk

DAVIS PLUMBING • 559-977-6289
Lic. #842676
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1. MOVIES: Who directed the movie
"La Dolce Vita"?
2. GEOGRAPHY: Where is the famous
Olduvai Gorge located?
3. MYTHOLOGY: Tyr was a Norse
god of what?
4. MUSIC: What pop group sang
"Love Shack"?
5. PRESIDENTS: How old was
Theodore Roosevelt when he was
inaugurated?
6. SCIENCE: In what century was
Isaac Newton born?
7. HISTORY: When was the last year
the Dodgers played in Brooklyn?
8. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What is
the symbol of the zodiac sign Scorpio?
9. LANGUAGE: What does the Greek
prefix "speleo" mean?
10. MEASUREMENTS: How many
bott les of champagne are in a
jeroboam?

1.FededricoFellini
2.Tanzania
3.War
4.TheB-52s
5.42
6.17thcentury
7.1957
8.Scorpion
9.Cave
10.Four

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

© 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.

© 2018 King Features Synd., Inc. © 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.

Click on “Local News” at
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The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our next meeting,
Wednesday, September 12 at 6:30 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C in the Maywood Center. Come join
us and see what’s going on in your community. Call us at 645-4001.

““WWhhyy  sshhoouulldd  II jjooiinn  tthhee  CChhaammbbeerr  ooff  CCoommmmeerrccee??””

WWhheenn’’ss  tthhee  NNEEXXTT  CChhaammbbeerr  ooff  CCoommmmeerrccee  MMeeeettiinngg??

1. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce carries the reputation of being a leader
of business integrity in the Ranchos and my affiliation lends my business credibility.

2. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce is a close-knit organization in which
members support each other’s businesses.

3. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce requires financial support in order to
perform its job of increasing the economic prosperity of the Ranchos.

4. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce unifies the public spirit of the Ranchos
and directs it into useful and constructive channels that are not limited to business.

5. Because I feel a sense of personal obligation to improve the quality of life in the Ranchos.

8/
18

CCoommmmuunniittyy  CChhrriissttmmaass  TTrreeee  LLiigghhttiinngg  ••  VVeetteerraannss  CChhrriissttmmaass  PPrrooggrraamm
FFiirreewwoorrkkss  BBooootthh  FFuunnddrraaiisseerr  ••  LLiibbeerrttyy  HHiigghh    BBuussiinneessss  SScchhoollaarrsshhiippss  

CCoommmmuunniittyy  GGuuiiddeebbooookk  ••  SSuuppppoorrtt  ffoorr  LLooccaall  BBuussiinneesssseess  
SSuuppppoorrtt  ffoorr  LLooccaall  PPrroojjeeccttss  ••  IInntteerreessttiinngg  SSppeeaakkeerrss

GGrreeaatt  MMoonntthhllyy  MMiixxeerrss  ••  TThhee  oonnllyy  tthhiinngg  mmiissssiinngg  iiss  YYOOUU!!
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Senior Report

BacktoSchool ,Diade losMuertos forSeniors
By Margaret Tynan

It’s that time again.
Up in the mornin’ and out to school/The

teacher is teaching the Golden Rule.” -- Chuck
Berry

Familiesandteachersarebusygettingback
into the routine of the school year, leaving the
carefreedaysofsummerbehind.Parentsofgrow-
ingchildrenshopfornewschoolclothesandgym
and sports
attireandall
the school
supp l i e s
that are
needed. In
support of
our local
students,
their fami-
lies and
teachers,the
R a n -
chos/Hills
Seniors are
collecting
school sup-
plies during
the months
of August
and Sep-
tember to
donate to
theRanchos
M i d d l e
School.The
communityisinvitedtojoinintheeffort.Youcan
dropoffsupplycontributionsattheCenter,37330
Berkshire Dr., Monday through Friday between
9a.m.and12:30p.m.Someofthesuggestedsup-
plies are: 70-100 count spiral notebooks, pens,
pencilswitherasers, rulers, etc. (acomplete list is
availableattheCenter).Yourparticipationismost
appreciated.

September is full of activities at the Center.
A group of members is busy planning the inau-
gural Holiday Craft Fair which will be held Sat-
urday,Oct.20from8a.m. to2p.m.Manyartists
andcraftersfromtheareaarealreadysignedupto
exhibittheirworkandwearestillrecruitingmore.
If you, or someone you know, would be inter-
ested in signing up to be a vendor at the Holiday
CraftFair, contact theCenterat559-645-4864 to
request an application. You can also request an
application by email at rhseniors@att.net. You
mayalsogo to rhseniors.blog.comon theweb to
getmore informationandtodownloadtheappli-
cation.Besuretomarkyourcalendar.Youwon’t
want to miss the opportunity to find that perfect
handcraftedgiftoritemforyourhome.Watchfor
more details in the next edition of the “Senior

Report.”
On Thursday, Sept. 27, a tour of the Arté

Americas Museum in Fresno is planned. The
Museum is presenting a diverse collection of art,
muralsandaltarsforthe31stannualcelebrationof
El Día de los Muertos or Day of the Dead, enti-
tled “Inolvidable” (Unforgettable). With its be-
ginningsasadayofthanksfortheharvest,ElDía
de los Muertos has come to be a time to remem-
berancestorsandlovedoneswhohavedeparted.

Familiescre-
ate altars in
their homes.
These altars
are not
places of
worship but
serve as a
waytoshow
honor. They
are deco-
rated with
favorite ob-
jects and
other me-
mentoesthat
were of sig-
nificance to
the remem-
bered loved
one. The al-
tars on ex-
hibit at the
museum are
honoring
local and in-

ternationally known individuals. There will be a
guidedtourfollowedbyacraftclass.Itshouldprove
to be an exciting and interesting day. Contact the
Centerformoreinformation.

Thenominatingcommitteeisbeingformed
this month in preparation for the election of offi-
cers in November. Members, be sure to stay in-
volved by watching the monthly newsletter and
attendingtheregularmeetings.NOTE:Thereisa
changeofmeetingdays.Beginning in themonth
ofSeptemberandcontinuingforthefuture,meet-
ingswillbeheldasfollows:PlanningMeetingthe
first Tuesday; Board Meeting the second Tues-
day;GeneralMeetingthethirdTuesday.Allreg-
ular meetings will begin at 12:30 p.m.

Areminder:TheregularmonthlyBakeand
Boutique and Treasure House and Plant Sale is
Saturday, Sept. 1 from 8 a.m. to noon. Exercise
Class is held Monday, Wednesday and Friday
from 10 to 11 a.m. and the Writing Group meets
weeklyonMondayfrom3to5p.m.Wehope to
see you at one or all of these events.

ThoughtforSeptember:“Educationiswhat
remains after one has forgotten what one has
learned in school.” — Albert Einstein

A tour of the Arté Americas Museum in Fresno is planned for the
Ranchos/Hills Seniors on Thursday, Sept. 27 for a presentation by the
museumofthe31stannualcelebrationofElDíadelosMuertos,orDay
of the Dead.

Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting

Concrete Foundations & Flatwork 8/
18

Snoring can be a symptom of Obstructive Sleep Apnea
(OSA) and lead to:

Headaches • Poor Concentration • Daytime Sleepiness
Sexual Dysfunction • Weight Gain • Type ll Diabetes

Hypertension • Stroke • Cardiovascular Disease • Cancer
If you or a loved one suffer from snoring
or OSA, or wear a CPAP machine,
contactouroffice formore information on
FDA-approved oral sleep appliances
which give you a good night’s sleep
without the discomfort of CPAP,
surgery or drugs. In most cases they
are covered by medical insurance.

559-645-5320
www.ranchosdental.net

Ranchos Dental Care
& Orthodontics

37144 Ave. 12, Suite 104
Madera Ranchos

8/
18
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Contact me today for a FREE sample or if you’d like like to
attend a FREE class on essential oils and products.

Tina Shannon -- Wellness Advocate

8/18

TriEase Softgels were
developed to protect against
seasonal and environmental
elements and to promote a
healthy respiratory system

when needed most.

Visit my online store at mydoterra.com/tinashannon
645-4948 or 430-7131call

By Jerrica Edmundson

Well, we have successfully completed
our 2018 Summer Reading Program and
had a great turnout for the whole event. I
look forward to next year being even
greater. Our usual storytime with Miss
Maxfield starts back up on Aug. 23 at 11
a.m., geared toward kindergarten learning
and entertainment.

We will be saying goodbye to Spencer
this month, so this will be his last book rec-
ommendation for you all. He has had a great
time serving the community here at the li-
brary and will miss everyone, but is mov-
ing away and will be missed by us here at
the library.

Jerrica’s Shelf
Warcross by Marie Lu

Warcross follows a
hacker/bounty hunter
named Emika as she
tries to stave off
poverty by hunting
down people who are
performing nefari-
ous acts within the
world of Warcross,
which is a virtual

reality game that uses
NeuroLink glasses to fully immerse the
player into the world. Through an unex-
pected turn of events she is chosen as a
wildcard to play in the biggest tournament
of the year with professionals, so that she
can have better access to find the biggest
threat to the world itself: A hacker only
known as Zero.

This was an action-packed book that I

wasn’t able to put down and finished in just
a few hours, making it a great quick read for
someone looking for a little adventure on
their bookshelf. Fun action sequences, a lit-
tle bit of romance and a whole lot of intrigue
all combine to make this a book that I think
anyone would enjoy.

Spencer’s Shelf
The Alchemist by Paulo Coehlo

Before I start my
rundown of the book, I
just want to say thank
you to everyone here
in the Ranchos for
making me feel wel-
come for the time
I’ve been here. I’ve
loved being able
to share my fa-
vorite books with you all
and really did enjoy the experiences I’ve
had here in California. You’ve been great!

I always recommend this book to peo-
ple looking for something that deals with
more realistic worlds than my usual fare. It
takes place in Africa where Santiago, an
Andalusian shepherd, has gone to follow a
recurring dream in order to fulfil his destiny
and find a treasure within the pyramids of
Egypt.

This one is a short book so it’s hard to
give much of a summary without ruining
the story for people who haven’t read it, but
it’s stuck with me for years and remains a
favorite of mine. A highly philosophical
book at its core, this book is all about man-
ifest destiny and how the universe will work
with you to make something happen if it is
what you really want.

Storytime for Ranchos Kids is Back

The Madera Ranchos Library
37167 Ave. 12 • 645-1214

Sun-Mon Closed
Tue 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Wed - Thu 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Fri-Sat 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.

www.MaderaCountyLibrary.org

• Borders
• Driveways
•Walkways
• Patios
• Pool Decks
• Large & Small Slabs
• Stamped Concrete
•Stained Concrete

Marty Owen -
The Concrete Guy

Marty has a passion for
creative concrete design.
Marty has been laying
concrete for 32 years and
has extensive experience
in every area of concrete,
from residential to
commercial.
Licensed & Bonded SCL#991137

8/
18
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The Bookshelf

Got a holding tank to fill?What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want towaste your preciouswell water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!

8/
18
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By Jennifer Laughlin

Elections andvoter propositions are hot but

divisivetopicsinourcountrytoday.Let’sputaside

the confusion of the Federal government, what-

everyouropinionsare,andturnourselveshometo

look at some of the issues that affect our region

and community. There are a dozen props up for

voting onNovember 6, 2018 andmany of them

are important to review.

It is Prop 3, the Water Supply and Water

QualityActof2018, thataddressesserious issues

thataffectourcommunityandwillcontinuetodo

so for years. For those of youwhoare not famil-

iarwith the proposition, “… the bondwill invest

$8.877 billion dollars in California water infra-

structure,includingkeycategorieslike:safedrink-

ingwater,SustainableGroundwaterManagement

(SGMA) implementation,watershed restoration,

fish andwildlife habitat conservation, infrastruc-

turerepair,andmanyotherimportantwaterman-

agementprograms.”That’s a lotofmoneyand if

it doespass,hopefully itwilldogood things.

Nowwouldn’titbeniceifsomeofthosebil-

lionswouldgorightintoourpocketsforourwater

andenergyneeds?Ummm…Yesplease!Sadly,

that’snothowitworks.Wehaveadifferentway

togetmoney inyourpockets though. If youpur-

chaseanewwashingmachineordishwasher,buy

anEnergyStarandyouwillbeeligiblefora$350

rebate through a grant that SEMCUhas secured

for thecommunity.Youcanbuythemanywhere

but Ventura TV and Appliance in Fresno has

addeddealsthatcouldloweryourcoststo$9!You

sawthatright…$9!Theseproductssignificantly

reduceyourenergycostsaswell.Itmaynotbe$8

billionbutit’sstill freemoney.Takeadvantageof

thisgrantnowbefore it runsoutnextyear.

SEMCUisa501(c)3non-profitcharity that

represents the people of Southeast Madera

County. Its focus is on water conservation and

building a sustainable future. Formore informa-

tion,pleasevisitourwebsiteatwww.semcu.org.

Perfect Fit
bridal shop

559-395-4163
559-304-1908

the BEST international designers

Bridal Gowns • Prom Dresses
Formals • Mothers’ Dresses

Monday - Saturday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
37405 Ave. 12 #601

Madera Ranchos

8/18

8/18

Say you saw it in
the Ranchos Independent

come meet friends!

Reach, Teach and Serve in the Name of Jesus
8
/1
8

Golden Valley Baptist Church

559-645-170012414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos
www.GoldenValleyBaptistChurch.org

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study for ALL Ages 6:30 p.m.



Sign up at
Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

For more information contact SEMCU at:
email: info@semcu.org or call: 559-363-9095

Dishwashers & Washing Machines

Dishwashers have been added to the
Reimbursement Grant for qualified residents

of South East Madera County
NOW GET $350 EACH FOR

certified as“Energy Star Rated”
Additional discounts at Ventura TV & Appliance

may bring the cost even lower!
www.VenturaTV.com 8/

18




