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ack in January of this year,
Reuters/Ipsos took a poll of 500Cal-
ifornians, asking how they felt about

California seceding from the United States
and forming its owncountry.Almost one third
(32 percent) said they supported the idea, an
increase of 12 points from when the same
question was asked back in 2014. What
changed? The election of Donald Trump as
the 45th president of the United States.
Reuters/Ipsos made it clear that “… a signifi-
cant portion of those residents…areDemoc-
rats who vehemently oppose the 45th
president.”

“Calexit” is what themovement is being
called.

Fashioned after “Brexit,” the catchphrase
coined after Britain announced its intention –
and later successful departure – from the Eu-
ropean Union, Calexit, the concept, has been
around for a while. But it has taken on a new
life in recent days, specifically after the latest
attempt at a ballot initiative was submitted to
the State of California on Thursday, Aug. 17,
calling for a federal constitutional convention
to facilitate California's ability to leave the
union. Once state Attorney General Xavier
Becarra gives the latest attempt an official title
and summary, its supporters will then have
180 days to gather nearly 600,000 signatures
from registered California voters in order to
place it on the 2018 ballot. If that happens, it
will be the third potential ballot initiative that
has sought to be placed before California’s
voters since Trump’s election. The second
one,which is actively seeking signatures now,
wants the governor to negotiate more auton-

omy from the federal government. The first
one has been abandoned by its supporters.

In California’s history, there have been
more than 200 unsuccessful attempts to chop,
slice or carve theGoldenState into something
other than its original configuration.

ACloser Look
If the second initiative were to be ap-

proved by voters inNovember 2018, it would
be followed by a special election in March
2019 asking voters what theywanted to do. If
independence from the union was chosen,
that’s whenCalifornia’s troublewould begin.

The U.S. constitution has no provision for a
state to secede. Calexit, by virtue of what it’s
attempting to accomplish, would require an
amendment to the U.S. constitution. An
amendment to the constitution requires ap-
proval by two-thirds of congress and three-
quarters of the states. Daunting odds.

Hence the latest ballot initiative.
That initiative is the brainchild of a group

called “Cal Con Con” – California Calls for a
Constitutional Convention. They are seeking
to go straight to the process of changing the
U.S. constitution, and not just for the sake of

California. Language in the proposal calls for
changes that would give any state “… a clear
and reasonable path [for] complete independ-
ence.”

But the group has an ulterior motive and
wants to add a fewmore items to their consti-
tutional change shopping list, including refer-
ences to making federal taxes “negotiable,”
equal pay and clean energy clauses. And then
there’s recognizing “nature’s rights.”

“HumanCommunityLaws ofNature” is
a new section they want added to the consti-
tution, declaring, “… that Nature is a freely
living beingwith inalienable rights and that no
individual, business entity, government,
‘owner,’ or organization shall inflict violence
or servitude on her.”

California’s Department of Finance and
Legislative Analyst’s Office determined that
major economic and budgetary impacts for
state and local governments would be the
likely result of California “nationhood.”

Russian Connection?
Yes California, a secession group, was

led byMarcus Ruiz Evans, who calls himself
the founder of theCalexitmovement, and has
been active in the secessionist movement
since 2012. His first attempt at putting an ini-
tiative on the ballot (the first of the threemen-
tioned above) has been pulled, thanks in no
small part to claims of Calexit being linked to
Russia. Louis Marinelli was the co-leader of
Yes California with Evans and at present is
teaching English in Russia, but he formerly
was the interimchairmanof theCaliforniaNa-

Please see CALEXIT on P. 12

2017 Madera Ranchos Property Values Available from County Online
Gary Svanda, Madera County Asses-

sor, has released the Assessed Value No-
tices for Fiscal Year 2017-2018 for all
properties in Madera County. They are
now available online and Ranchos property
owners can review their value notices at
assr.parcelquest.com/Home. The notice
can be searched by the street address or as-
sessor’s parcel number, which can be

found in the upper right-hand corner of a
property tax bill.

Posting the value notices online al-
lows the assessor to make assessed values
available for all properties while saving
tens of thousands of dollars in printing
and mailing costs. Property owners with-
out access to the County website can ob-
tain a printed “Value by Notice” four

ways:
1. By calling the Assessor’s Office at

559-675-7710;
2. By sending a written request to:
Madera County Assessor’s Office

200 W. 4th Street, Madera, CA 93637;
3. By visiting the Assessor’s Office; or

4. By email at Assessor@co.madera.ca.gov.
“Over the past three years, Madera

County has grown in overall assessable
value by more than $1 billion,” Asses-
sor Svanda said. “The 2017-2018 tax
roll stands at $13,495,073,944, the
highest value ever reported for the
County. Housing values comprise 50
percent of assessed value with ag land
contributing approximately 35 percent
and commercial/ industrial 15 percent.”

Aug. 25 7 p.m. at Firebaugh
Sept. 1 7 p.m. at Mendota
Sept. 8 7 p.m. vs. Escalon
Sept. 15 7:30 p.m. at Fowler
Sept. 22 7 p.m. vs. Corcoran

Sept. 29 7 p.m. vs. Patterson
Oct. 13 7 p.m. vs. Sierra
Oct. 20 7 p.m. at Washington Union
Oct. 27 7 p.m. at Kerman
Nov. 3 7 p.m. vs. Chowchilla

2017 Liberty hIGH SCHOOL Hawks football SCHEDULE

BB
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The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see
you at our next meeting, always the second Wednesday of the
month at 6:30 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C in the Maywood
Center. Come join us on September 13 and see what’s going on in
your community. Call us at 645-4001.

Through an exclusive arrangement with the owners of the Flag Barn, the Golden
Valley Chamber of Commerce is the exclusive distributor of the Flag Barn T-Shirt.
With the recent sale of the Flag Barn property, the future of this iconic symbol is in
question.Get your copy of the Flag Barn T-Shirt as a lasting memory of the patriotic
symbol so associated with the Ranchos.

Only the Golden Valley Chamber
has Flag Barn T-Shirts!

Only $15 for Large and Extra Large.
$2 more for 2XLarge.

Call the Chamber today to reserve yours! 645-4001

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would
like to welcome the newest member to the

Madera Ranchos business family

New Members

Mitch, Cody & Briana Vick
MLV Construction Group

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would
like to welcome the newest member to the

Madera Ranchos business family

New Members

Patti Groh
Christian Mission Church

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would
like to welcome the newest member to the

Madera Ranchos business family

New Members

Alma Griffen

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would
like to welcome the newest member to the

Madera Ranchos business family

New Members

Janet Sanchez
El Rinconcito Mexican Grill

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would
like to welcome the newest member to the

Madera Ranchos business family

New Members

Sally Moreno
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WIN FREE PROPANE!

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________
Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2018. Delivery must be by August 31, 2018.

Must be a Valley Propane customer.

WIN 125 GALLONS OF PROPANE

MMAAIILL  TTOO::  VVaalllleeyy  PPrrooppaannee  ••  3377222211  AAvvee..  1122  ##11DD
MMaaddeerraa,,  CCAA  9933663366

8/
17

Page 4    
Letters

Dear Editor:
On August 8, 2017 the Madera Board

of Supervisors held a scheduled meeting to
unanimously agree to allow a public em-
ployee to negotiate up to a $500,000 loan
for Madera Ranchos water system ratepay-
ers; that those 1,000 ratepayers would be li-
able for and the public employee would use
whatever means necessary to collect that
loan payment from the MD-10a ratepayers.
The purpose of this new arrangement

is so that the Public Works department and
our supervisor, Brett Frazier, could abide
by the majority desire of the 1,000 ratepay-
ers of MD-10a to make a new feasibility
study regarding the replacement of the
known leaking water main pipes in the sys-
tem and to install the
California state-man-
dated meters on all
municipal water re-
cipients. The existing,
and already paid for,
feasibility study done
on MD-10a leaking
water pipe replace-
ment that concluded
in 2009, I believe,
was not accepted by, I
suppose, those same
majority 1,000 MD-
10a ratepayers. The
Madera County cost
on that project would
have been $15.5 mil-
lion to the 1,000
ratepayers and evi-
dently that was too much.
The new feasibility study will do a

comparative price evaluation to the 2009
existing study to see if the price can be cut
down by replacing the “at rear of lots” ex-
isting leaking water main pipes by various
methods, including running a rubber ball
through the existing pipes and breaking
them under the hard pan and replacing these
10-in. to 4-in. pipes with adequate pipes
that I am sure would maintain the existing
pressure we now have with this graduated
pipe system.
Another option discussed at this BOS

meeting on August 8 was to use a backhoe
to dig up the existing pipes and replace
them and cover them up. Consider a back-
hoe going into a thousand backyards –
some that do not have gates large enough
for this – where there is existing landscap-
ing to include large tree roots, out buildings
and pavement work, to mention only the
obvious, along with a thousand fences that
a backhoe would drive through.
Consider why all new residential con-

struction developments like Riverstone

have their water pipes down the street in the
easement. Madera County, as part of their
contract obligation to MD-10a ratepayers
with the multimillion-dollar state grant, did
in fact replace some of the known leaky
pipes down the roadway with laterals going
to the individual parcels. This is normal
construction practice because it is the easi-
est way to get the work done, which means
less labor and damage and less cost than
going through 1,000 fences and yards to do
who know what, where and when. Madera
County does not even have accurate maps
showing where the existing original leak-
ing pipes are. Ever notice how it takes five
trucks or more and many men to find the
shut-off valves when pipes blow up out

here in the Madera
Ranchos?
Once again, it ap-

pears necessary for
the ratepayers and
property owners of
Madera Ranchos and
MD-10a to challenge
the mismanagement
and foolish spending
of our money with no
input by the 1,000
ratepayers, rather than
only the chosen ones
that represent all
1,000 of us to the
Madera County em-
ployees as they have
for years.
I ask every per-

son that pays the 60 bucks a month, or so,
for water at your home or Webster School
or business on the MD-10a water system,
to attend the August 29 meeting put on by
our supervisor, Brett Frazier, at the Middle
School between 6 p.m. and when they
throw us out.
For the record, with the 1996 state

bond money and subsequent Madera
County BOS/BOD running MD-10a, part
of our monthly payment was to replace the
miles of leaking pipes over a 20-year pe-
riod. That did not happen. Some pipes were
replaced – who knows how much – but the
money to replace those known leaking
pipes was stacked up until Madera County
employees took $1.5 million of that money
to do the Dublin Well fiasco outside of the
MD-10a service area, negatively impacting
our neighbors with private wells, and never
told the MD-10a ratepayers except for those
few special people that keep telling the su-
pervisors and temporary employees of the
county what the rest of us 960 ratepayers

The Ranchos Independent welcomes
your letters. Whether you’re a fan or
someone looking for something
to line the birdcage, we want

to hear from you. The only rules?
Sign it, be civil or forget about it.

Send your letters to:
email:

ranchosnews@yahoo.com
mail:

The Ranchos Independent
37167 Ave. 12 #5C
Madera, CA 93636

fax:
559-645-4002

Please see LETTERS on P. 16
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By Randy Bailey

Where to start?
I have to admit these last couple of

years have been among the strangest in
my life and more specifically, the last
seven months. And it’s all because Don-
ald Trump was elected president.

Now, don’t get me wrong. I have ab-
solutely no problem with Donald Trump
being president. He out-campaigned 15
other Republicans and then did the same
thing to Hillary Clinton, the heir apparent
to the presidency. He struck a chord with
average Americans all across the country
and, more importantly for our unique
election process, garnered more electoral
votes than Hillary. He ended up with 74
more electoral votes which was more than
double the amount he needed to reach the
magic number of 270. He didn’t win the
popular vote, but then you don’t get
elected president with the popular vote.

No, what’s made this time frame so
weird is the culmination of two things: 1)
The total inability by anyone on the Left
to accept that Trump won (or even had the
ability to win): and 2) The total inability
by anyone on the Left to allow Trump to
lead (which is what he got elected to do).
These two mindsets, when combined,
give us what we’ve got today: Petty,
whining, never-ending nattering nabobs
of negativity.

The mainstream media are incapable
of writing a positive story about Trump.

Try to find one. I dare you.
In May, Harvard University (not the

most conservative place around) did a
study of the news coverage of Trump’s
first 100 days. CNN’s and NBC’s cover-
age alone were calculated at 93 percent
negative. In addition to CNN and NBC,
they analyzed CBS, Fox, the New York
Times, Wall Street Journal and Washing-
ton Post and determined the coverage was
80 percent negative to 20 percent posi-
tive.

That seems reasonable.
As a point of reference, Barack

Obama’s coverage during the same initial
time period was just under 60 percent
positive. And that was five months before
he won the Nobel Peace Prize for ... well
... umm ... I think for being elected presi-
dent?

What’s so frustrating -- to the point
it has become an absurd joke -- is that
EVERYTHING is Trump’s fault. If you
know me, I’m not prone to hyperbole. I
get real annoyed with people who are the
fastest, the slowest, the saddest, the hap-
piest ... most people live what Henry
David Thoreau referred to as lives of
“quiet desperation;” an even keel punctu-
ated here and there with some joy and
some sadness. But even the most pitiful
Sad Sack in life couldn’t have EVERY-
THING be his fault ALWAYS.

Just this week, in the wake of the
semi-riot in Charlottesville, Va. where
white supremacists clashed with “AN-

Where to Start?

“ Family and
community are
the costars of

this great
American
comeback.

They are why
we say

tonight:
Private

values must
be at the heart

of public
policies. ”

Editorial

TIFA” and Black Life Matters folks and a
woman was killed when she was hit by a
car driven by one of the supremacists, ISIS
terrorists used a car to kill people in
Barcelona, Spain and the CNN reporter on
the scene suggested it was possibly a copy-
cat act based on the racists in America --
who ostensibly supported Trump. So there
you have it. The Barcelona terror act was
because of Trump. Anyone can see that.

I’m going to try to turn off for a
while. I don’t know what else to do. Every
story in every major newspaper has got
Trump responsible for everything from
dandruff to why my dog died. The online
news stories have him channeling Hitler
(but never Lenin or Marx -- they seem to
like the communists).

President Trump could be the great-
est president we’ve ever had, but we’ll
never be allowed to know it. This much is
for sure: By preventing him from being
able to lead and run the country he’s al-
ready got a less destructive record than
Obama.
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A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
• Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com
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559-645-5320

37144 Ave. 12, Suite 104
Madera Ranchos

Matthew Pia, D.D.S.

“Thank you for an amazing
20 years Madera Ranchos!”

Ranchos Dental Care
& Orthodontics

My Father a lways taugh t me
tha t o ld adage to neve r look a
g i f t ho r se in the mou th . I was
r a i s ed to be g ra t e fu l fo r wha t
peop le g ive me , e spec i a l l y i f i t
was something I had asked for in
the f i r s t p lace . I cannot th ink of
a s ing le ins tance where someone
handed me someth ing out of the
goodness of the i r hear t , and my
response was , “Oh, how nice …
bu t I wou ld ra the r have i t i n
fuchs ia .”

My Dad once to ld me the
s to ry o f a d i s a s t rous lunch he
had wi th one of h i s co-workers .
My Dad had asked h is co l league
i f he wou ld l i ke to accompany
h im to lunch one a f t e rnoon . A t
f i r s t , the man pol i t e ly dec l ined ,
say ing he needed to save money ,
bu t a f t e r my
Fa the r o f f e r ed
to t r ea t , he
happ i ly ac -
cep t ed . A l l
was we l l un t i l
my Dad to ld
h im he was
t ak ing h im to
h i s f avo r i t e
de l i . Appa r -
en t l y th i s man
was no t a b ig
f an o f sand -
wiches , so he
asked i f t hey cou ld go some-
whe re e l s e . S l i gh t l y i r r i t a t ed ,
my Dad sugges ted a l i t t l e Mexi -
can p l ace he knew wi th g rea t
l unch spec i a l s , bu t no , he ju s t
d idn ’ t f ee l l i ke Mex ican tha t
day . Maybe he shou ld have jus t
dec l ined the of fe r and ea ten the
lunch he b rough t f rom home . I
don’ t know about you , bu t when
someone of fe r s to buy my lunch
for me , un less I am al le rg ic and
wi l l d ie , I smi le and f ind some-
th ing on the menu tha t I can ea t .
P i ck ine s s i s t he luxu ry o f the
person picking up the check . But
obv ious ly th i s guy wasn’ t ra i sed
by a man l ike my fa ther .

When my desk f ina l l y suc -
cumbed to o ld age , I a sked
a round to f r i ends and fami ly to
see i f anyone had a desk they
were no longe r us ing , and as
luck would have i t , my aunt d id
indeed . I t was b igge r than I
wou ld have wan ted and i t d id

Being Entitled to Entitlements

not go wi th the co lor scheme of
my apar tment , bu t i t was , as re -
ques t ed , a desk . So the r e was
no th ing e l s e to say o the r t han
thank you so much and when can
I p i ck i t up? Bu t tha t i s no t a l -
ways the common behav io r i n
these s i tua t ions , and I f ind tha t
d i shear ten ing .

You f ind th i s l a ck o f g ra t i -
t ude and sense
o f en t i t l emen t
e v e r y w h e r e
and in a l l s i t u -
a t i ons . Fo r ex -
ample , I was in
l i ne a t Wa l -
Mar t one day
when the
woman in f ron t
o f me was
ye l l i ng a t t he
ca sh i e r be -
cause he r food
s t amps ca rd

d idn ’ t cove r he r bee r . The poor
cashier, who has no control over
what is and is not covered by food
stamps, had to ju s t s t and the r e
and l i s t en as th i s twi t con t inued
to make a spec t ac l e o f he r s e l f .
Th i s pe r son i s expec t i ng g ro -
ce r ies on the government ’ s d ime
and ye t i s incensed tha t a lcoho l
i sn ’ t i nc luded in the package?
But , how is she supposed to ge t
d runk and ignore her ch i ld ren i f
the governmen t doesn ’ t p rov ide
he r bee r , t oo? I know seve ra l
peop l e accep t i ng food s t amps
who we lcome the as s i s t ance r e -
ga rd l e s s o f wha t migh t no t be
inc luded . She shou ld have ju s t
been gra te fu l tha t the re i s a pro-
g r am ava i l ab l e tha t pu t s g ro -
ce r i e s in he r home and tha t she
is e l ig ib le , because not everyone
i s and many peop l e go hung ry .
Ra the r t han compla in ing , how

I don’t know about you, but
when someone offers to buy my
lunch for me, unless I am al-
lergic and will die, I smile and
find something on the menu
that I can eat. Pickiness is the
luxury of the person picking
up the check.

Please see GENWHY on P. 7
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CALL 645-0634 TO ADVERTISE
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HOURS
Mon 9-4

Tues - Fri 8-5:30
Sat 8-3:30

SENIOR DAY
Every Thursday,

all SENIOR haircuts
are just $10!

439-2004
call

Haircuts only $12
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come meet friends!

Reach, Teach and Serve in
the Name of Jesus is our motto
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Golden Valley Baptist Church

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
559-645-170012414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos

www.GoldenValleyBaptistChurch.org

about be ing thankfu l tha t because
o f the t ax paye r s , whom you a re
ho ld ing up in l ine wi th your l i t t l e
t i rade . I t i s poss ib le for your chi l -
d ren to ea t ra the r than s ta rve . Ge t
hammered on you r own d ime ; I
shou ldn’ t have to pay for i t .

I n ano t h e r examp l e , a p r eg -
nan t f r i end o f mine has been ask -
i ng he r f r i e nd s and f am i l y t o
dona t e an i n f an t c a r s e a t t o he r .
Seve r a l peop l e have come to he r
r e s cue and o f f e r ed he r t h e i r i n -
f a n t s e a t s t h a t a r e no l onge r
needed , bu t she keeps dec l i n ing .
Why? Wel l , one wasn ’ t t he s ty l e
s h e l i k ed . Appa r en t l y sh e l i k e s
the type wi th a base tha t s t ay s in
t h e c a r s o she c an j u s t l i f t t h e
c a r r i e r ou t f o r conven i enc e . I t
su r e i s conven i en t t ha t you don ’ t
h ave t o sp end 50 buck s o f you r
own money on t h e t h i ng , bu t I
gue s s s h e d i dn ’ t t h i nk o f t h a t .
She dec l i n ed t h e nex t one be -
c au s e i t wa sn ’ t t h e r i gh t co l o r .
She was hav i ng a l i t t l e boy and
jus t d idn ’ t wan t h im in a p ink ca r
sea t . I r emind you , wha t you have
a sked fo r i s a f r e e ca r s e a t … i f
you wan t t o shop fo r a c a r s e a t

t h en you a r e go i ng t o have t o
spend money . E i the r show a l i t t l e
g r a t i t u d e t h a t you r f r i e nd s a r e
w i l l i n g t o g i v e you some th i ng
t h ey cou l d e a s i l y s e l l , o r p r y
you r wa l l e t open and buy i t you r -
s e l f .

Th i s gene ra l f ee l i ng o f en t i -
t l ement i s a po i son tha t i s spread-
ing th roughou t ou r na t i on .
Somewhere someone go t the idea
tha t t hey were owed some th ing
jus t fo r hav ing the courage to be
a l i ve . You a re owed on ly wha t
you ea rn . You work fo r a l i v ing ,
you a re owed a paycheck , and
when you pay fo r goods o r se rv -
i c e s then you a re owed tha t . I f
you ask for someth ing f ree , l ike a
desk or a car sea t o r grocer ies , i f
you are lucky enough to rece ive i t
you should fee l g ra te fu l , no t en t i -
t l ed . You should be thankfu l , no t
c r i t i ca l . And for the love of God ,
you need to come to g r ip s wi th
the fac t tha t i f you are , in fac t , a
begga r , you have fo r f e i t ed you r
r igh t to be a chooser .

This column original ly ap-
peared in the August 2012 issue of
the Ranchos Independent.

-- Editor

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6
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www.chadstrucking.com ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •
HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •

LANDSCAPEMATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •
HUMUS •
BARK •
CHIPS •

RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •

COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •

CONSTRUCTIONCLEANUP •559-645-5363
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY
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Super School Lunches

by Jean Briner
Well, school has started –

where did the time go? Vacation is
over, but summer won’t be over
until Sept. 22. It is still hot – I
think if was 101 today. As I’ve said
so many times, the best thing about
summer is I know winter is on its
way. Yes, I like the fog and rain.

For you families with school
children that are up in the morning
trying to get them fed and lunches
fixed, I have seen the menu for the
local cafeterias and some of them
look quite tasty. For those days
your child doesn’t want to eat in
the cafeteria, there is always the
box lunch from home. When we
were in school, most everyone ate
in the cafeteria.
The food was
excellent. It was
cooked on the
premises and al-
most like home
cooking. The
only time I re-
member taking
my lunch was
the three years
we lived in San
Francisco during
WWII. I can
still remember
my mom’s
bologna sand-
wiches. I don’t know what was so
special about them, but I loved
them. Thinking back it just may
have been the bologna that we
bought at a meat market. It was a
stick that you sliced at home and it
had a wrapping on it that you had
to peel off before eating it. We did-
n’t have the plastic wrap or the
sandwich bags we have today.
Everything was wrapped in wax
paper, even potato chips and cook-
ies. And did you get an orange in
your lunch? Mama always “scored”
it (run the tip of a paring knife in a
circle around the top and strips
down the sides) so it would be eas-
ier to peel.

Have you had trouble in the
past wi th someone stea l ing your
child’s sandwich out of his lunch
bag? I have the solution! There is
a s i te on the internet for Ant i -
thef t Sandwich bags . After look-
ing at them, I can understand why
no one would want to eat the

sandwich they jus t s to le . This
sandwich bag is made to look like
the sandwich in it is al l moldy. I
know some kids that would think
i t a blas t for someone to t ry to
steal their sandwich.

Sandwich Ideas
There are so many combina-

tions available today for sand-
wiches. There isn’t just white or
brown bread; there is pita bread,
mini croissants, sandwich rolls
(cut to the size your child can han-
dle), and tortillas for wraps. Or

how about
peanut butter on
raisin bread?
And so many
different kinds
of fillings. Not
just bologna,
ham or cheese,
or combinations
thereof. My
mom would
take the left-
over Sunday
roast and put it
through the
food grinder
(they didn’t

have food processors in those
days), added Miracle Whip – of
course you could add mayo – and
use it as a spread for sandwiches.

I love a good tuna fish sand-
wich, but I want to eat it as soon as
it is made, because I don’t like to
let it sit and make the bread soggy.
When I worked, I would fix the
sandwich as usual, only not put the
tuna on. I would put the tuna in a
separate container then put it on
the bread when I was ready to eat
lunch.

I was on the internet looking
for ideas for this article and I
found some excellent sites. I
Googled “school kids lunches” and
“school kids sandwiches.”

Having trouble getting your
child to eat a good whole wheat
bread because he or she only wants
white bread? How about using one
slice of white and one slice of

Please see RECIPE on P. 9

Mobile
Riding Lawnmower

Repair Service
visit us at mowersplus.us
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Over 15 years of experience
Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife
Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation

Nuisance animal trapping

Call for an inspection TODAY!
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You can do it yourself or have the
pros at Madera Glass & Mirror
take care of your window repairs.

Madera Glass & Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980’s. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

Gotbrokenscreens?MaderaGlass
& Mirror has the expertise to make
quick work of any screen repair.

Glass for picture frames is a spe-
cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
a broken one or complete a project.

. . . a piece of le f t over
pizza – yes, I know kids (and
adul ts ) that wi l l eat cold
pizza . Or a spaghet t i sand-
wich – yes, spaghett i! Butter
two sl ices of bread, put the
spaghetti on one and top with
the other and Voi la! A
spaghet t i sandwich. I know
adults that wil l eat that!
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whole wheat with a design on each.
Put the two slices of bread together
before putting in the filling, and
using a cookie cutter, cut a design
from the center of each slice. Then
take the design from the brown slice
and put it in the
spot that was cut
from the white
bread and do the
same with the
white slice. At
least you’ll get
them to eat half
brown bread.

Or how about
a wrap? Put a
flour tortilla in
the microwave for
about 20 seconds
so it will be easier
to roll. Using your
choice of fillings:
lettuce that has
been sliced very thin, grape tomatoes,
sliced olives, red bell pepper that has
been chopped, grated cheese, and
sliced turkey or ham lunch meat.
Spread the tortilla with ranch dress-
ing and layer each ingredient on half

of the tortillas. Fold in each side of
the tortilla and roll the wrap from the
end with the filling, making sure to
tuck in the filling as you roll. You
can cut the roll in half if you wish to
make it easier to handle.

Sandwich on a Stick?
Or how about a sandwich on a

stick for fun?
Using the ingredi-
ents your child
would like in a
sandwich, put it
on a stick. Cube a
slice of bread,
cheese of choice
and lunch meat.
Slide onto a
skewer with other
foods your child
will eat. Olives,
pickles, grape
tomatoes or a
piece of lettuce.
You might want
to add a little

container of ranch dressing for dip-
ping. Also, I would suggest not using
the skewers that look like big tooth-
picks – don’t think the school would
appreciate a child playing with them
after they eat their lunch. I’ve seen

www.The Ranchos.com

RECIPE cont. from P. 8

• Borders
• Driveways
• Walkways
• Patios
• Pool Decks
• Large & Small Slabs
• Stamped Concrete
• Stained Concrete

Marty Owen -
The Concrete Guy

Marty has a passion for
creative concrete design.
Marty has been laying
concrete for 32 years and
has extensive experience
in every area of concrete,
from residential to
commercial.
Licensed & Bonded SCL#991137
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chain link wood wrought iron

chain link • wood fence • wrought iron
privacy plus • gate operators

security windows • security doors • barbed wire
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packages of the sticks used for candy
apples in the grocery story that might
work better than the skewer.

Who says lunch has to be a sand-
wich? There are all kinds of things
you can use for box lunches. How
about a thermos of warm leftover
stew or soup from the night before
dinner? Or a piece of left over pizza
– yes, I know kids (and adults) that
will eat cold pizza. Or a spaghetti
sandwich – yes, spaghetti! Butter
two slices of bread, put the spaghetti
on one and top with the other and
Voila! A spaghetti sandwich. I know
adults that will eat that!

I hope I have been able to give
you some ideas for lunch boxes or
bags. And I didn’t even get into the
desserts available. There all kinds of
prepackaged cookies and some just
100 calories, and there are all of the
prepackaged gelatins, puddings and
fruit that are available. If you are
afraid to send one of your good
spoons (I know they can be tossed
with the wrappers), why not pur-
chase a package of disposable
spoons so you don’t need to worry?

This article originally appeared
in the August 2010 issue of the Ran-
chos Independent.

-- Editor

. . . how about a wrap? Put
a f lour tort i l la in the mi-
crowave for about 20 seconds
so i t wi l l be easier to rol l .
Using your choice of fi l l ings:
le t tuce that has been sl iced
very thin, grape tomatoes,
sl iced olives, red bell pepper
that has been chopped,
grated cheese, and sl iced
turkey or ham lunch meat.
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SAY YOU SAW IT IN
the Ranchos Independent

To Keep or Not to Keep

Experience creates perspective that can
beattainednootherway.For instance,howwe
think about our stuff. Years ago, my sister-in-
lawhadminutes to choosewhat tograbbefore
their home burned down in the Santa Barbara
Tea Fire. I think about the families that transi-
tion fromhome-owners to refugeeswhencivil
war or terrorism forces them out. When my
great-grandparents immigrated to the United
States, a large wooden trunk held their be-
longings.

“Stuff used to be rare and valuable,” says
Paul Graham in a thought-provoking essay
called Stuff, (www.paulgraham.com/stuff.
html).“Stuffhasgottena lotcheaper,butourat-
titudes toward it haven’t changed correspond-
ingly.We overvalue stuff.”

Mostofyouwon’t havedramatic experi-
ences like the ones listed above, so what
shapesyourperspectiveon stuff?Howdoyou
decide what to keep and what to let go of?
Here are some tips from the perspective of
what not to keep.

Don’t keep things that don’t bring you
joy.This isMarieKondo’smantra and I think
it’s valid. Of course, there are exceptions, like
divorce papers and other things you need to
keepwhether you like themor not. But, over-
all, it’s a good place to start.

Whenmymother-in-law recentlypassed
away, theonly thingswequickly letgoofwere
the items related to her cancer—pills, equip-
ment, etc. Sometimesmyclientswant to hang
on to everything related to a deceased loved
one. Ask yourself, does this bottle of pills, or
even this picture, bring happy memories or
sad?Keep the things that bring you joy.

Don’t keep things you’re not using. So
often drawers and cabinets are so full of stuff
notbeingused, thatyoucan’t findwhatyoure-
ally need.But,when you look into the drawer,
youconvinceyourselfyouneed it all!One trick
is to take a drawer or shelf and empty the con-
tents into abox.Keep theboxnearby, but only
return an item to the drawer or shelf if you’ve
pulled it out and used it.What’s left in the box
after a reasonable amount of time can go.

The same idea works with the clothes in
yourclosetby turningyourhangersbackwards
and only turning them the right way after
you’ve worn something. If you’re not using a

good deal of your wardrobe (too big, too
small, not comfortable), stop crowding the
items you do use.

For paper files, DVDs, VHS movies
(yes, I know you have them), try attaching
brightly colored sticky notes after you’ve
used/viewed them. After 6-12months, you’ll
clearly see which have been used and which
haven’t. Let the unused go.

Don’t keep things just because you
spent a lot of money on them. This is tough
for a lot of people, but think about it. How do
you feel every time you see that item— re-
gret, frustration, guilt? Probably.And it’s tak-
ingupvaluable space so it’s costingyoumore.
Let it go.

Don’tkeep thingsoutofobligation.Mostof
uswouldn’twant our belongings to becomea
burden to our family members when we’re
gone. If, after the passing of loved ones, your
house feels more like a storage facility than a
home, youhavepermission to let some things
go. Whatever’s stashed out in the garage is
probably there because it’s not a favorite or
there’s simply no room.Offer it to family and
what’s left can be sold and the funds donated
to your loved one’s favorite charity. That’s
much more honoring that letting things dete-
riorate in a garage or storage unit.

Anexception to theobligation rule is this:
If you receive a gift from someone that will
look for it and be hurt if he/she doesn’t see it
at your place, and you value the relationship
enough tohave it outwheneverhe/she is there,
then the relationship trumps the discard. But,
if it’s sitting in a closet, never to see the light
of day again, let it go.

My mother-in-law’s passing influenced
my own perspective on stuff. Her belongings
representher tastesand interests, but I findmy-
self most drawn to the photos and things she
had written down. Above and beyond these
are thememories I have of her subtle wit, her
competitive spirit during our card games, her
love for babies and years of service in the
church nursery, and as my sister-in-law says,
her super-power of coziness. I will miss you
MomMac.

DanielGAmen,M.D., clinical neurosci-
entist andpsychiatrist says,“Themostprecious
treasures we have in life are the images we
store in the memory banks of our brains. The
sumof these stored experiences is responsible
forour senseofpersonal identityandour sense
of connectedness to those arounds us.”

Feel free to add as many precious treas-
ures as you’d like to the storage in yourmem-
ory bank.

ContactOrganized byChoice (because
things don’t always fall into place) at
P.O. Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729, call
559-871-3314 or email info@organized
bychoice.com. You can also visit www.
organizedbychoice.com.

Got a holding tank to fill?What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want towaste your preciouswell water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!
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Doterra Certified Pure Therapeutic Grade Essential Oils
can improve your health, increase your energy, fight viruses and so much more.

Contact me today for a FREE sample or if you’d like like to
attend a FREE class on essential oils and products.

Tina Shannon -- Wellness Advocate
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How’s your health?
Improve it naturally.
(...and make extra money doing it!)

645-4948 or 430-7131call
Call Tina TODAY to get YOUR all-natural

TriEase allergy pills.
Visit my online store at

mydoterra.com/tinashannon

Labor Day Special!

SUPPLIES • ESTIMATES
(FOR 1ST TIME CUSTOMERS)FREE

R & L Housecleaning
Call today 514-9816 or 718-9941

Over 10 Yearsof Experience inthe RANCHOSCall OurReferencesFIRST!

If you’re tired of vacuuming, mopping,
dusting, toilet cleaning ... LET US DO IT.
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No matter how hot it
is outside, you can
count on a reliable,
energy-efficient YORK®

air conditioner to keep
you cool and comfortable
inside. And you can
also count on it being
protected by one of the
strongest warranties in
the industry. It’s just
another way we install
confidence. Call or stop
by to learn more.

Locally owned and operated
37082 Avenue 12, Madera, CA 93636
559-662-0336 | www.huckabeeshvac.com

By Betty Van Valkenburg

Whatmany (not all, of course) younger
folks don’t realize and haven’t been taught
is that this nation, although in serious de-
cline, has provided the greatest standard of
living and liberty that the world has known.
So they aren’t grateful for it and don’t un-
derstand the principles of limited govern-
ment instituted specifically to keep us safe
from external aggression and protect the
rights of the individual against government
excesses, allowing us the freedom to pros-
per and follow our dreams as we see fit.

Instead, sadly, many are taught the op-
posite – when taught history at all – that our
constitutional government and free-enter-
prise capitalism are
evil, and that –
through some overly
twisted logic – more
government interven-
tion is the answer to
all problems. They
are accustomed to a
culture where, increasingly, intact families
are passé, dependency is an acceptedway of
life, traditional values are ridiculed, reason
and civility are gone, God is dead and hate-
filled rants and violence are commonplace.

Older folks remember when the en-
croachment on individual liberty was ad-
vancing slowly and we spoke out against it.
Fast forward a decade or three, and younger
generations who have lived entire lives
under an increasingly socialistic/paternalis-
tic government don’t miss the freedoms
they never had and so are conditioned to
trade personal freedom for dependence.

Butwait – that doesn’t let us older folks
off the hook. Many of us have also bought
into government largesse as a way of life.
Others of us who know the pitfalls of an
overreaching government haven’t taken the
time to teach our children and grandchildren
about the blessings of liberty and about the
sacrifices made to secure the freedoms that
we seem to regard so lightly.

Younger generations have every rea-
son to believe the lie of a socialist paradise.
They’ve lived during a time when educa-
tion, entertainment, government, media,

unions and other sectors of society have pro-
moted increasing government control over
our lives in the form of socialism, progres-
sivism or paternalism. They are told that
their rights include free health care, free
food, free education, free love, free housing
and freedom from being offended – and that
anyone who disagrees with them is a hate-
monger.

Now, with the groundwork laid to
make it acceptable and even desirable, so-
cialism is easy to sell, thus Bernie Sanders’
popularity. After all, exercising freedom by
taking care of oneself is hard, and the lure
of “free” taxpayer-funded “help” is hard to
resist, even at the price of government con-
trol that comes with every proposed pro-
gram. Conversely, buying votes with
taxpayer-funded “compassionate” give-
away programs is impossible for most
politicians to resist. Little by little, drip by
drip, personal sovereignty has been traded
for empty promises.

Those whose education has left them
ignorant of history, who rely on social
media and talking heads for news and opin-
ions, andwho are immersed in the “gimme”
and “bite-the-hand-that-feeds-you” culture,
increasingly follow leaders promisingmore
of the same. Then, not finding the socialist

utopia they’ve been
promised, the believ-
ers become increas-
ingly more
dissatisfied with its
failures but blame
those whom they’ve
been conditioned to

hate (conservatives, Republicans, old folks,
white folks, black folks, rich folks, poor
folks, whoever and whatever) and demand
even more socialist intervention in their
lives.

Perhapswe should tell our children and
grandchildren about nations that endured the
boot of real socialism and communism, and
about the misery endured by its citizens.
Venezuela is a living example of the mis-
eries of socialism, not the least of which is
the lack of toilet paper! That ought to get
their attention.

Soon after ratification of the Constitu-
tion, Benjamin Franklin cautioned that the
framers had given us a republic – if we
could keep it. That was his warning to be
ever vigilant in preserving constitutionally
protected freedoms against those who
would usurp them. Others warned that we
would fall from within. Let’s take those
warnings seriously and do all in our power
to preserve liberty for all.

Visit the Central Valley Tea Party
website at www.centralvalleyteaparty. com
for more information.

Give youth a break.
They can’t know

what they don’t know.

... Benjamin Franklin cau-
tioned that the framers had given
us a republic – if we could keep it.

• Raf�e • Special Offers • Kids Craft
• Other Local Vendors • Local Food Truck - Simply Scrumptious
12090 Fernwood Dr.across from Hurst Hardware • 645-7677
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Liberty High Cheer Boosters
Hot Rod the Ranchos

Liberty High Cheer Boosters opened the
door to even the RYL youth cheerleaders at their
inaugural car show.

Fernwood Gardens provided part of the
backdrop for the LHS Cheer Boosters’car show
on Sunday, Aug. 13.

Chevys were well represented at the
fundraiser that helped raise money for LHS
cheerleaders. Approximately $2,000 was raised.

Pontiacs were on hand as well as this
Grand Prix will attest. The boosters are hoping
to make the car show an annual event.

Corvette or T-bird? Why choose? How
about one of each? The LHS Cheer Boosters’car
show had over 50 cars on display.

Hurst Hardware also opened up its parking
lot for the Cheer Boosters’ show. Hamburgers,
hot dogs and drinks raised the most money.

It’s not a Thunderbolt, but still an excep-
tionally nice Ford Fairlane. Fords were in abun-
dance at the inaugural car show.

Now HERE’S something you don’t see
every day. You don’t see a lot of Studebaker pick-
ups; you REALLY don’t see them hot rodded.

The mouse that roared: The mighty Chevy
small block. Booster spokeswoman Stacy Dewall
said the consensus was “Do it again next year!”

From rat rods to full-on customs, not a bad
show for something put together in about two
weeks.Hopefully an annual Ranchos event is born.

tional Party. That political organization’s pri-
mary goal was California's secession from the
U.S. While in Moscow last fall, Marinelli got
involved in a pro-secession conference backed
by the Kremlin. Although he and Evans saw
nothing wrongwith their involvement, donors
to their group began dropping like flies out of
fear of being associatedwithRussianPresident
Vladimir Putin. Evans eventually resigned as
vice president of Yes California, citing
Marinelli’s Russia ties. Claiming they had be-
come a distraction, Evans determined the con-
nections were killing the organization’s
fundraising.Evanswas quoted as saying, “Peo-
ple got scared. They got spooked bywhat they
saw on the news and pulled out.”

In retrospect, two campaign committees
that had been associatedwith this first initiative
attempt reported that they had raised absolutely
no money for the project. Further, it ultimately
was unclear howmany signatures had actually
been collected, or whether any had been. This
initiative sought to remove language fromCal-
ifornia’s constitutionclassifying the state as “…
an inseparablepartof theUnitedStatesofAmer-
ica, and the United States Constitution is the
supreme law of the land.”

After the incident,Marinelli, although still
active in theCalifornia secessionmovement, an-
nounced that he intended to seekpermanent res-
idence in Russia. After the split withMarinelli,
Evans said that the leader of the new group is
British-bornClareHedin, a “soundhealer”who
lectures atSanFranciscoStateUniversity and is
a singer-songwriter.

Another Player
Another player in the game, although tak-

ing a different tack, is Jed Wheeler. He’s the
vice-chairmanof the left-leaningCaliforniaNa-
tional Party and agreeswithEvans that as an in-
dependentnationCalifornia couldkeepmoreof
itsmoney that atpresent isgoing toWashington;
it could also call its own shots on topics like im-
migration and healthcare. He thinks the answer
is to form a political party of secessionists,
therebyhaving favorable politicians inplace for
the longhaul insteadof just aquick fix likeabal-
lot initiative. His greatest fear is that a quick fix
would undermine the whole pro-secession po-
litical party. The California National Party has
taken no position on the 2018 secession drive
butWheeler has indicated that he thinks the ini-
tiative is a loser.

Just to make things more interesting, Brit
Nigel Farage, a huge proponent of Brexit in

Britain, and coincidentally an outspoken Don-
ald Trump supporter, visited California talking
of aplan to split the state right down themiddle.
Farage’splanwouldcall for a“WestCalifornia”
that would encompass the coastal areas and
“EastCalifornia” thatwouldbeeverything that’s
NOT on the coast. Most Californians find it
amusingbutpro-secessionists see it as adistrac-
tive move to take the emphasis off of their “se-
rious” intent of state independence.

Jefferson?
Anyonewhohasdrivennorth toOregon is

aware of yet another independence movement,
but this one has roots stretching back toWorld
War II. Signs pop up near the Oregon border
proclaiming the state of Jefferson, “the 51st
state.”

The idea behind Jefferson is a handful of
rural northern California counties and southern
Oregon counties that are far away from Sacra-
mento and Salem, respectively, and who feel
those state capitols are not responsive to their
needs.The idea started in1941andhadbegun to
build steamwhenPearlHarborgotattacked.Na-
tional unity overshadowed themovement and it
died on the vine – almost.

Jeffersonproponentsdon’twant secession,
they want to carve out a new, 51st state that’s
more responsive to their lifestyle. A Jefferson
proponent was heard to remark, “We want to
add a star to the flag, not take one off.”

AContrary View
On the Tucker Carlson showon Fox,Vic-

torDavisHanson, a senior fellowat theHoover
Institution of Stanford, a professor at Fresno
State anda lifelongCalifornian,wasasked to re-
spond to one of the Calexit supporters.

“Yes, well, it is unhinged. Because about
75 percent of the geography ofCalifornia is red
and we have these two Californians from San
Diego…

“[California is] where about 30 million
people live. But if youwere going to secede, all
of theminerals, the oil, the agriculture is farmed
or worked or mined by conservatives. And
when theygo, theyarenot leaving to spreadCal-
ifornia values. They are leaving because they
have 13 percent income tax, the second highest
sales tax, third highest gas tax and yet their
schools are rated46th in thecountry.AndI think
Forbes rated our freeways 49th in the country.

“So, we have one out of every four people
in California who was not born in the United
States. And we have 22 percent below the
poverty level, one out of three onwelfare. So, it
isMississippi inMassachusetts inonestate.And
people are leaving to get away from that.”

CALEXIT cont. from P. 2
Page 12
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Senior Report

Seniors Want to Improve with Improv
By Patti Groh

I am sitting here thismorning, doors open, really enjoying the cool temperature. I see peo-
ple outworking in their yards, people outwalking and itmakesmehappy. Please enjoy the cool
mornings and be happy too.

Lots of activities here in the Ranchos and that includes the Seniors Center. The Hot Au-
gust Nightwas not largely attended. If that type of event isn’t of interest to you, please plan on
attending our planning meetings, the third Tuesday of every month at 12:30 p.m. We need
your input. As Hot August Nights usually includes a car show, our twist on that was a display
ofHotWheels. Itwas kind of funwith the voting forBest of Showaward going to the ’32Ford.

TheNo-Bake sale continues, but Sept. 2will be our usualmonthly salewith baked goods,
the boutique and the garden. Unfortunately, the Treasure House (which sells the second-hand
treasures) will not be open. We had a car go into the front that wiped out the support and it is
unsafe at the present time. We are working on getting it repaired and will let everyone know
when it is open again. In the meantime, please don’t go through the caution tape.

The Christmas in August sale was a success. Lots of nice things
were sold. There are a few things still available and on display, so come
take a look.
Bingo at the Center has been cancelled for now. The Liberty High

kids are having Bingo and we want to offer our support to
them.
A new member at the Seniors is Margaret Tynan and she is in

charge of an upcoming event called “ImprovisationActingClass.” I’m look-
ing forward to it andhopemanyof you can attend.The classwill be held at theRan-

chos/Hills SeniorCenter at 37330BerkshireDr. and the classwill be held for four consecutive
Mondays: Sept. 11, 18, 25 and Oct. 2 from 4 to 6 pm. There is no cost for the class.

The instructor isMikeBeevers, amember of theValley Improvisational Playerswhoper-
formed and taught Improv throughout the San Joaquin Valley for over nine years. He studied
with Gary Austin, founder of the Groundlings in Los Angeles.

Improvisation (Improv) is an art form that has many benefits for participants. It will help
youdiscover, explore and express your creative
self, find your inner comedian, share your
ideas, meet interesting people and have lots of
fun. Improv is popular in many senior centers
throughout the country.

Improv is not only fun, but contributes to
overall health. Experts say acting offers cogni-
tive, emotional and physiological benefits be-
cause it stimulates activity in the brain. A
Center forAging,Health andHumanities study
atGeorgeWashingtonUniversity showed sen-
iors involved in the arts have fewer falls, fewer
doctor visits and fewer pills to take, and they
are in better health than those who do not par-
ticipate in the arts.

If you are looking for fun and an inter-
esting way to spend the afternoon, join the
class. Guests 50 years and above are invited.
Call Ranchos/Hills Seniors, (559) 645-4864
to register.

Valley ImprovisationalPlayersmember Mike
Beevers is leading the Improv class at the Ran-
chos/Hills Sewnior Center. He has taught Improv
throughout the San Joaquin Valley for over nine
years and studied with Gary Austin, founder of the
world-famousGroundlings in LosAngeles.

As kids head back to school, please re-
duce your vehicle emissions. With school
back in session the Valley Air District is
asking the public to reduce vehicle emis-
sions by carpooling or walking their chil-
dren to school and to refrain from vehicle
idling during school pick-ups and drop-
offs. Triple-digit temperatures and multiple
wildfires may begin to impact Valley air
quality over the weekend and into next
week and the public’s help is crucial in re-
ducing the risk of spikes in ground-level
ozone and exceeding federal air quality
standards.

“Thanks to the vigilance and coopera-
tion of residents and businesses throughout
the Valley, we continue to see improve-
ments in air quality every summer,” said
Seyed Sadredin, the District’s air pollution
control officer and executive director. “We
urge the public to be even more mindful of
their contributions to poor air quality dur-
ing this crucial Back-to-School window.”

Valley air quality has shown tremen-
dous improvement over the past several
summer ozone seasons compared to many
years ago and has continually set new im-
provement records over the past 35 years.
These improvements would not be possible
without the success of the District’s control
strategy through its various attainment
planning efforts, its robust incentive pro-
grams and the commitment from Valley
stakeholders doing their part to reduce
emissions as much as possible.

To ensure that these clean air trends
continue during the Back-to-School season,
the Valley Air District may call for the pub-

lic to take action when conditions such as
increased emissions, high temperatures and
stagnant air flow are favorable for ozone
accumulation. Residents and businesses are
urged to reduce vehicle emissions by driv-
ing less, refraining from idling their vehi-
cles, carpooling or vanpooling and avoiding
the use of drive-through services. Other
measures, such as shifting ozone-creating
activities, including lawn maintenance to
early mornings, can also help offset rising
ozone levels.

To help minimize pollution associated
with school site vehicle idling, the District
has partnered with hundreds of Valley
schools through the Healthy Air Living
Schools program. The program gives
schools tools and materials to encourage
parents to “Turn the Key & Be Idle Free”
when picking up or dropping off students.

In addition, the program trains schools
on how to use the Real-time Air Advisory
Network (RAAN) and Real-time Outdoor
Activity Risk (ROAR) Guidelines. Schools,
parents or any Valley resident can check
current, localized air quality by subscribing
to RAAN, which links a computer or
iPhone app to any air monitoring station in
the District’s Valley-wide network. Hourly,
automated emails are delivered when air
quality is changing. To explore these tools,
visit www.valleyair.org/RAAN or
www.valleyair.org/WAAQS. Residents can
also check their daily air quality forecast by
calling 1-800 SMOG INFO (766-4463)
plus they can visit the District on Facebook
or Twitter by searching “Valley Air Dis-
trict.”

Back-to-School Traffic Pollution
Could Cause Valley Ozone Spike

Yosemite Fire Air “Very Unhealty”
The U.S. Forest Service has deter-

mined the air quality for the Wawona
community in Yosemite to be “very
unhealthy” and will become
“hazardous” as the South
Fork fire in southern
Yosemite National
Park continues to
grow. As of Satur-
day, Aug. 19 the fire
was just under 3,000
acres and was only
10 percent contained.
As a result, there was
a mandatory evacuation
order for the Wawona com-
munity of more than 1,000 peo-
ple. One result of the Yosemite-area
fire was increased unhealthy air for

Madera County, including the Ran-
chos.

Wawona is only approximately 1.5
miles from the fire and the U.S.
Forest Service has closed
down areas of Highway
41 near there. Fire-
fighting crews are on
scene trying to get
the fire under control
but they don’t expect
containment of the
fire until Sept. 3.
Thunderstorms and
winds in the area are ex-

acerbating the situation.
Live fire updates are avail-

able daily from 209-379-5322 between
8 a.m. and 8 p.m.
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NEW DAILYLUNCH SPECIALS

Hello 93636,
Lots of training this month

(Brake/Anti-Lock class, Hybrid High
Voltage Class and GM Duramax
Diesel Class). A spontaneous and very
interesting discussion was generated
during the Anti-Lock/Crash Avoid-
ance portion of the Brake Class. I
thought the Ranchos Independent
readers might also be interested in our
discussion so I did a little Google re-
search to add some detail. I was sur-
prised how many do not know about
Google’s autonomous vehicles.

In 2015, Google announced their
23 self-driving vehicles had driven
over 1 million miles, encountered
200,000 stop signs, 600,000 traffic
lights, and 180 million other vehicles.
As of July 2015, those vehicles have
been involved in 14 minor collisions
on public roads. Based on Google's
own accident reports, human drivers
were at fault 13 times. Eight times
Google's vehicles were rear-ended at
a stop sign or traffic light. It was not
until 2016 that a Google car's soft-
ware caused a crash. That occurred in
February, 2016 when a Google self-
driving car attempted to avoid sand-
bags blocking its path. During the
maneuver, it made contact with a bus.

In the United States annually,
42,000 people are killed and more
than 2.7 million people are injured in
traffic accidents. According to Corey
Harper of Carnegie Mellon University
(the Autonomous Vehicle Research
hub), "… widespread implementation
of blind-spot detection, lane departure
and forward collision warning tech-
nologies could prevent or reduce the
severity of as many as 1.3 million ac-
cidents, or about 25 percent of all
crashes [annually in the U.S.]"

In the recent past, automotive
manufacturers have focused on en-
hanced onboard safety features like
anti-lock braking systems, air bags,
side air curtains, vehicle to vehicle
communications and structural de-
signs to increase crash survivability.
The industry's new focus is on "crash-
avoidance technology" which at-
tempts to avoid the crash all together.

It appears the original focus of
self-driving vehicles was for use by
the United States Military. The De-
fense Advanced Research Projects
Agency (DARPA) annually sponsors
competitions for American self-dri-
ving vehicles and pays cash awards.
DARPA's mission is to gain revolu-
tionary, high-payoff research that
bridges the gap between fundamental
discoveries (civilian) and military use.
The first DARPA contest was held in
the Mojave Desert on March 13, 2004.

In 2005 the team from Stanford
University created the robotic vehicle
Stanley which won the 2005 DARPA
Grand Challenge and its $2 million
prize. The team that developed Stan-
ley consisted of 15 engineers working
for Google.

Fast forward to May, 2014.
Google revealed its new prototype dri-
verless car, which has no steering
wheel, gas pedal or brake pedal. The
prototype began its testing on San
Francisco Bay Area roads in 2015.
Google's prototype cars have an esti-
mated $150,000 in Crash Avoidance
Technology on board, including a
$70,000 LIDAR System. The range
finder mounted on top of the vehicle
is a Velodyne 64-beam laser. The
Velodyne System allows the vehicle to
create a detailed 3-D map of its envi-
ronment. The system then takes those
generated maps and combines them
with high-resolution maps of the
world, producing different types of
data models that allow it to drive it-
self.

However, if you’re betting on Sil-
icon Valley stars like Google, Tesla
and Uber with autonomous driving
technology, don’t. That’s the key take-
away from a new report. According to
Navigant Research, whose newly re-
leased “leaderboard” report ranks
players not just on their ability to
make a car drive itself, but on their
ability to bring that car to the mass
market.

Ford – YES, Ford, that Detroit-
based, 113-year-old giant – is winning
the race to build the self-driving car,
with General Motors running a close
second. Renault-Nissan, Daimler and
Volkswagen round out the top five.
Google sits in sixth place with Tesla
in twelfth.

Beyond the safety benefits of self-
driving vehicles, the automotive in-
dustry is also looking at these vehicles
to help meet the new tough U.S.

Please see HANDS on P. 15

Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

6700 E. Central Ave. • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Juan and Maria at
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& Associates, Inc.
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FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at
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*SPECIAL RATES WITH THIS COUPON ONLY!
COUPON GOOD THROUGH 9/28/2017

37357 AVE. 12 • NEXT TO LEE KITCHEN 
GLASS • PLASTIC • ALUMINUM
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Aluminum Cans
20¢/lb. MORE*
(25 lbs. or more)

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY
10 A.M. - 5 P.M.

Car, Drive Thyself
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CAFE (Corporate Average Fuel Econ-
omy) standards. Self-driving vehicles
do not speed or drive with a heavy foot,
do not get lost and can avoid traffic de-
lays by adjusting their course. These
qualities make for a more fuel-efficient
vehicle.

Another advantage of a self-driving
vehicle is you can send it home after it
drops you off at work. No more parking
lot fees or, even worse, parking meters.
Also, since it's home, it's available for
use. It's estimated the average family
will need less vehicles when one of
them is a self-driving vehicle. That
means less California licenses/registra-
tion fees, not to mention fewer vehicles
to insure.

In 2014, Nathaniel Fairfield,
Google’s principal engineer, used
Google’s prototype vehicle to provide
his old friend, who is legally blind, the
first driverless ride on a public road
which was not accompanied by a test

driver or police escort.
With self-driving vehicle technol-

ogy, age or physical disabilities may no
longer be a barrier to mobility. Just sci-
ence. Can't wait to get one of these in
the shop. I think I'll add a gas pedal to
mine.

That’s all for now. Hope it was as
fun and informative to you as it was to
me.

As always, I'm looking for interest-
ing automotive topics to write about. If
you have any recommendations, sug-
gestions or questions regarding a vehi-
cle or the automotive industry in
general, I can be reached at com-
plete_car_care@hotmail.com, Face-
book Complete Car Care or text
907-7661.

God Bless America and God Bless
93636

Warren Parr
ASE Master Certified Technician

since 1988
ASE L1, Advanced Level Special-

ists since 1992

HANDS cont. from P. 148/
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Since 1985 • We do most repairs on most vehicles
Call for an estimate and appointment • Check us out on FaceBook

www.completecarcarefresno.com
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15 Google reviews -         .5 • 5 Facebook reviews - 
290 Demand Force Reviews -         .8 

"Honestly the best car repair experience I've ever had. Had to be without
my vehicle for several weeks but well worth it.  They took their time
to properly diagnose the issue and my car is running fantastic.  I was
overwhelmed with their honesty. They gave me options since my car is
12 years old so I could decide how much I wanted to invest. I found
my car-care home!!!" Ron - Madera Ranchos
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CHP Looking for Senior Volunteers
The California Highway Patrol’s

Madera Office is looking for motivated
citizens who want to give something back
to their community as Senior Volunteers.
Senior Volunteers are CHP employees
who assist in both administrative and field
capacities. The objectives of the CHP
Senior Volunteer Program
are: To assist the CHP
in providing en-
hanced public
service to the
community; to
provide an oppor-
tunity for senior
citizens to make a
definitive contri-
bution toward im-
proving public
safety and service;
and to instill among
participating volunteers
an understanding and ap-
preciation of the justice
system, human relations and
ethics in the field of law en-
forcement.  

The duties of CHP Senior Volun-
teers will include administrative func-
tions, such as filing, data entry,
photocopying, answering phones and as-
sisting the Watch Officer at the front
desk.  Field functions will include work-
ing at community events, directing traf-
fic, surveys in high-traffic locations/
school zones, deploy radar trailers and
shuttle vehicles/equipment. Senior Vol-

unteers drive marked CHP cars in uni-
form while performing field duties. Vol-
unteers attend shift briefings and
occasionally ride along with officers to
learn and assist as an additional set of
eyes in search of violators. 

“We are interested in citizens who are
interested in public service

and effecting change
in their commu-
nity,” Lieutenant
Kevin Clays,
Commander of the
CHP, Madera Area
said. “Volunteers
will find working
with the California
Highway Patrol
extremely reward-
ing and fun.” 
The requirements

for being a CHP Senior
Volunteer includes being

55 years and older, able to
work a minimum of four hours

per week, pass a background
check, have a good driving record

and complete the CHP Senior Volun-
teer training program.  

Citizens interested in the program
may call Sergeant Darren Long (Program
Coordinator) at 559-675-1025 or email
him at DLong@chp.ca.gov. Additionally,
they may call Tina Keyser at 559-675-
1025 or email her at Rkeyser@chp.
ca.gov. Interviews will be conducted in
September of 2017.
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674-1663
23338 Ave. 14

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service
Family Owned
Since 1976
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36734 AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTO ACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!
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“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only
$20OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast

Results
CALL NOW!
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The Bookshelf

ByAmanda Judd

The Ranchos Library just finished up
another successful Summer Reading Pro-
gram. It was so much fun to see the excite-
ment for reading and all of the attendees at
our weekly events. I especially enjoyed our
Ice Cream Social this year and the building
activities that wewere able to do.Wewould
like to congratulateAnnabelleKoop forwin-
ning ourGrandPrize, a full year subscription
to a monthly Spangler Science box.

Annabelle completed her reading log each
week.Great job readingAnnabelle, congrat-
ulations!Also, congratulations in the toddler
winning group: Judah Totten and his Robot
Factory. Keep up the great work Judah.

We also want to remember to thank
everyone whomakes this program possible.
Thank you to Friends of Ranchos Library,
Educational Employees Credit Union and
Ranchos/Hills Seniors for your generous do-
nations to fund this program.Also thank you
to all of my amazing volunteers, we simply
could not do any of this without you.

Wewould like to remind everyone that
we have resumed our Preschool Story Time.
Mrs. Maxfield’s story time is on Thursdays
at 11 a.m. Ranchos Library Story Time is a
fun, read-play-learn activity session that is
customized each and every week. It is defi-
nitely something that you do not want to
miss.

September is Library Card Sign-Up
Month. If you have your card,make sure you
are getting good use of it. If you do not have
your library card, help us celebrate this
month and come in and get your card. It only
takes a few minutes and you will be so glad
you did.

On another note, I have some news that
I need to share with each of you. You will
notice a fewchanges in theRanchosLibrary.
Effective the second week of August I will
have relocated to the Chowchilla Library
Branch. While I am very excited for a new
challenge,RanchosLibrarywill always hold
a very dear place inmy heart. Thank you for
welcomingme in as your neighbor and your
friend. It has been an honor and a pleasure to
serve all of you in the Ranchos. I have loved
watching your children, grandchildren,
nieces andnephewsgrow. Iwill always cher-

The
Madera Ranchos

Library
37167 Ave. 12 • 645-1214

Sun-Mon Closed
Tue 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Wed - Thu 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Fri-Sat 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.

www.MaderaCountyLibrary.org

want to pay for.
Credibility and past history indicates

that the BOS/BOD and temporary employ-
ees working for this county do not manage
our water system or our money in a trans-
parent, accountable or proper manor. What
they have done is violate our 1996 agree-
ment and misspend millions of our dollars.
What they have done is not replace the
known leaking pipes in the 21 years they
have been able to with our money. What
they did do is spend up to $3 million on a
municipal well outside our service area that
has negatively affected the water supply to
our neighbors in the Dublin Well area.
What they did not do is notify people be-
yond 300 feet of that well site that they
were going to do it, keeping MD-10a

ratepayers in the dark on that one, except
for those few people that have the ear of the
supervisors and other temporary county
employees. Every MD-10a ratepayer that
shows up at the August 29 public meeting
at the Middle School should be able to col-
lect a fresh $100 bill from the appropriate
Madera County employee in charge of that
department.

Show up at this meeting or just smile
when your monthly water bill goes to $300
a month because you did not challenge
these special people that have been helping
the county employees do this to us for all
of these years. Don’t snivel in a couple of
years because here and now is where the
rubber is hitting the road.

Chuck La Rue
Madera Ranchos

LETTERS cont. from P. 4

ishmy timewith the TransitionLearningCen-
ter and the incredible work you have done, not
just in the library, but in yourselves and inme.
Iwill be back from time to time and Iwill con-
tinue to be involved in the functions of the li-
brary until my replacement arrives. It should
be a fairly seamless transition.

I would like to express my sincerest grat-
itude to Friends of Ranchos Library. You are

an amazing group of people. I will be eternally
grateful for the support that youprovide not just
to this library, but to me as an individual. I
value each and every one of you and your
unique talents that contribute to Ranchos Li-
brary being the amazing success that it is. I am
excited to see what the future holds for all of
you and the Ranchos Library. I expect nothing
but greatness from you all.

Successful Programs and Big Changes in Store for Madera Ranchos Library



www.The Ranchos.com

Page 17

A
N
S
W
E
R
S

Have friends or family
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are

you moving but you still
want to keep in touch with

what’s happening in the
Madera Ranchos?

to the Ranchos Independent
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Madera, CA 93636
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SPREAD THE NEWS!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@yahoo.com
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Alteration Services

Madlin's Alterations - 45 years ex-
perience - Tailoring, repairs and
leathers. Fast service. NEW
HOURS: Monday-Thursday 8-5.
36027 Ruth Ave. Call 559-645-4583.

Child Care

Child Care - Susan Ryan Day Care.
Newborn to 5 years old. Licensed. Call
661-4725 or 706-0424.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove inserts,
pellet stoves and fireplaces. Also clean
dryer vents. REMEMBER THINK
SAFETY, BURN SAFELY! Call 559-
908-9332.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room addi-
tions, barns and patios. Lic. #719500.
Call 559-970-4476.

For Sale

Misc. furniture for sale. Excellent
condition. Call for information.
Ruth 559-645-5807 or Cathryn
559-645-4332.

White Whirlpool 28-inch self-
cleaning electric oven - used. Good
condition. $400. Call 559-312-0891.

Gardener's trailer 5'x10' tandem
axle w/side and rear doors $825.
Utility trailer 4'x6' $300. Assorted
phone booths (including “Super-

©2017 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Classified
man” style) and complete pay
phones. Call Tim at 559-777-0981.

Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor special iz ing in
both cont inuous and standard rain
gutters. General Contractor. Repair
Maintenance. 12 years working in
the area . **NEW PHONE NUM-
BER: 559 - 908 - 0759**

Housecleaning

Housecleaning Service - Have
your house spring-cleaned all year
long. Exper ienced, Responsible ,
Honest. Fair prices. Call 416-2585.

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLABLE PICKUP - KIDS 4 RECY-
CLING offers pickup of all recyclable
materials including paper, plastic,
glass, aluminum and cardboard. Call
Diana at 999-6832 or 645-1048.
Funds support Ranchos community
organizations and schools.

Share House/Roommate

Need a roommate?Looking for a room/house
to share.Non-smoker, non-drinker, nodrugs, no
drama.Call Tim at 559-777-0981.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Rototill-
ing - Mowing - Scraping - Stump Grind-
ing. Call John at 908-1066.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete work
and underground utilities installed.
Lic. #719500. Call 559-970-4476.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out -
Screen, track, sills included. Remove
hard water stain on home windows,
shower doors and car windows. Cobweb
removal too. Fully insured. Call Nick
at 285-1723. Free estimates.
Ask about our SENIOR DISCOUNT!

SUDOKU

©2017 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

6 4 5 - 0 6 3 4

The Ranchos
Independent

classified rates
are crazy cheap

call

SAY YOU
SAW IT IN
the Ranchos
Independent

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
the Ranchos Independent
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Nancy Watson
645-5000

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 8/17

ARanchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent workingMadera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top dol-
lar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109 8/17

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®
Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:
www.davidparker.info

Property Management -
we can rent your home:

www.parker-properties.info

Real Estate

BRELic. #01454566

Maria
Fotopoulos - Cercone

Real estate is our life!Wemake
real estate dreams a reality.

Cell 559-250-6740 • Office 559-645-1212
maria@ossrealtor.com •Ranchos resident for more than 30 years!

I’m ready to assist you with all of your real estate needs. Whether
you’re buying or selling, moving across town or out of state, I’m here

to help. Your housing needs deserve the care of a specialist.

8/
17

I can do this for you too!
Samantha Phebus

Call me today if you would
like to sell your home
quickly for top dollar.
CalBRE#01823578

8/
17

the Ranchos Independent
SAY YOU SAW IT IN

By Jeff Mc Grath

Wow, here it is August already, foot-
ball has started, kids are going back to
school and the harvest season is upon us.
Time sure does fly.

I hope everyone took the time to read
Karen Petryna’s great three-part article ad-
dressing the water problem here in South
East Madera County. It was very informa-
tive and factual. Kudos to Karen.

Karen mentioned that the Ranchos
community is “Characterized as a ‘leave
me alone’ community, resulting in a public
that is less and less inclined to participate.”
This leaves us with two options: The first is
doing nothing to improve the community;
the second is letting the county Board of
Supervisors make decisions for us. Think
back to the Austin Quarry, Measure L
being put on an extra ballot rather than
being added to the fall election, the misin-
formation on the Dublin well or solving the
issue of contaminated water at both the
Teen Ranch and Golden Valley schools.

Community member Chuck La Rue
has published a letter addressing the
County’s mismanagement of the MD-10a

water system and he urges everyone to at-
tend Brett Frazier’s town hall meeting
scheduled on Aug. 29 at the RanchosMid-
dle school starting at 6 p.m. The point is
we have a community that I believe is con-
cerned with what is happening, but a com-
munity that is characterized by many
splintered groups. To be an effective voice
in this community, we need to band to-
gether. South East Madera County United
(SEMCU) is such a group – “For the Com-
munity, By the Community.”

SEMCU has provided resources for
soccer clinics, computers for the Ranchos
branch library, Boy and Girl Scout proj-
ects, recharge basins, a grant for low-flow
water devices and a new grant for energy
efficient washing machines. The more
members we have, the more the county
Board of Supervisors will have to listen to
us. I urge you, if you have an interest or a
stake in something that would improve our
community, join us. The more voices we
have the more strength we have.

We have committees that are in need
of members to direct them and we have
room to add a committee of your choos-
ing. Have a say in your community; don’t
let outside sources make that decision for
you. Your life time membership dues of
$10 will allow you to be heard, so join
now. We meet every third Monday at 6
p.m. at the Pizza Factory. SEMCU’s web
page is www.semcu.org.

by Samantha Weaver

• It was 20th-century playwright Lor-
raine Hansberry who made the following
sage observation: “The thing that makes
you exceptional, if you are at all, is in-
evitably that which must also make you
lonely.”

• Yes, zebras run in herds. It is more in-
teresting, though -- and just as correct -- to
call such a group a dazzle of zebras or a zeal
of zebras.

• If you're planning a trip to India, keep
in mind that in that country it's considered
rude to whistle in public.

• One day in 1994, DuffMcKagan, the
original bass player for rock band Guns N'
Roses, was bored. With little else to do, he
decided to take a look at the band's finan-
cials -- and realized he couldn't make sense
of the info. Frustrated,McKagan enrolled in

a basic finance course at a community col-
lege. One thing led to another and he ended
up at Seattle University's Albers School of
Business. Now, the rock star is becoming a
moneymanager, founding wealth-manage-
ment firmMeridian Rock to help other mu-
sicians in the same boat.

• If you saw two ships run into each
other, you'd likely call it a collision -- and
you'd be correct if both boats were moving
at the time. Technically speaking, though, if
one of the boats is stationary, it's known as
an allision.

• Those who study such things say that
when amale beaver gets in awrestling fight
with a female beaver, the female usually
wins.

• As it turns out, cuddling isn't just fun
-- it's good for you, too! Research shows that
snuggling upwith a loved one stimulates the
release of oxytocin, which (among other
things) can help wounds heal faster.

• Thought for the Day: “Kindness is
more important than wisdom, and the
recognition of this is the beginning of wis-
dom.” -- Theodore Rubin

© 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.
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repair
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR

INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

CRONIN MARINE

Since1964

664455--11997777

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

HIGH QUALITY

555599--445544--88006600

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING   

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

since1970

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Equipment
• Supplies

• Residential
• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial

• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing

Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Notary in theRanchos!
Notary in theRanchos!

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal

Color Matching

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801
645-1570

Store hours: 
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

Mitchell L. Vick
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

559-970-4635
mlvconst@gmail.com 

Lic. #563698
• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •  

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS

All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders
General & Custom

Auto Service
& Repairs

Call Gina
at 559-289-3401

email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Covering
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley

Tree pruning, shaping & trimming
Tree Cabling • Tree removal

Fully Insured • 8+ Years Experience • Trained Arborist
559-347-8408 • www.cvhtc.com

Get Involved!

645-4001
2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m.

37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

call Mag Anaya Jr.
559-974-1357Ranchos

Resident

Lic. #842676

“Plumbing
problem?
Plumbing
solution!
Call
Vern!”

Housekeeping
& Cleaning

559-514-9816
559-718-9941

We clean empty houses,
offices & rentals. Clean
windows & water
spots. Painting
services inside &
out. We haul
anything and
do small repairs.

How about 10,000
Ranchos residents each

month who look at
Business Directory ads?

(559) 645-0634  
The Ranchos Independent

WHAT CAN YOU GET
FOR $25?

559-776-1699
Custom Smoker Barrels

“Get your
smoker
in time

for BBQ
season!”

(559) 645-0634  
Today!

The Ranchos Independent

JEAN BRINER
for MORE sales tomorrow, call

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance

Weekly & monthly service 
(not a licensed contractor)

Weekly Service Includes:
• Basic chemicals to

maintain proper 
sanitation and pH 
balance

JJUUNNGGLLEE  JJAANN’’SS  PPOOOOLL  SSEERRVVIICCEE

CCAALLLL  FFOORR  FFRREEEE
WWAATTEERR  AANNAALLYYSSIISS

&&  EESSTTIIMMAATTEE
555599--447744--99003333
555599--994422--33009988
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) As eager as you are to take on that new challenge, it would be best
to temper that spurt of "Ram"-bunctious energy until you have more facts to back up your decision.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) This is a good time for hardworking Bovines to take a break
from their hectic on-the-job schedules to bask in the unconditional love and support of friends and
family.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Pay attention to what you hear in the workplace. You could pick
up some hints about possible changes. Meanwhile, a new infusion of creative energy sets in by week's
end.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Try to be more flexible in dealing with a suddenly difficult
situation, whether it's on the job or in the home. Others might have some good points to offer. Listen
to them.

LEO (July23 toAugust22) You might think you're not getting the royal treatment you deserve. But be
careful not to become a royal pain by complaining about it. Be patient and allow things to work out.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Watch that penchant for being super-judgmental at work.
It might create a bad impression with someone whose decisions could determine the course of your
career.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) You've been your usual busy-bee self, gathering nectar
wherever you can find it. But now's a good time to kick back, relax and just enjoy smelling the roses.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) That pesky personal situation seems to be
improving. But change comes slowly, so be patient. Expect someone to bring more positive
news by week's end.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Whoa! Ease up on that hectic pace you've been
putting yourself through. Take time to recharge your energy levels before going full gallop again.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Try to be intrigued, not intimidated, by the
issues you're suddenly facing, and you'll be ahead of the game. Don't be afraid to demand answers to
your questions.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) New associates freezing you out of their inner
circle? Never mind. Put a warm smile on that friendly face of yours, and you'll soon thaw them all
down to size.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Your wise guidance helps colleagues agree to
compromise and move forward. Meanwhile, there are still vital issues you need to deal with in your
personal life.

©2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

You enjoy being free with your emotions, but you also can
exercise disciplined focus. You would make a fine artist.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk

DAVIS PLUMBING • 559-977-6289
Lic. #842676
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1. MOVIE: What 1980s movie had the
tagline, "One man's struggle to take it
easy"?
2. GEOGRAPHY: Which is the largest of
the Great Lakes?
3. MUSIC: How many notes are in the
military bugle call "Taps"?
4. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who was the only
American president born on July 4?
5. EXPLORERS: What European explorer
discovered the Grand Canyon?
6. FLAGS:What kind of tree is featured on
Lebanon's flag?
7. BUSINESS: What firm was originally
known as the National Biscuit Company?
8. TELEVISION: Who starred as Kunta
Kinte in the original miniseries "Roots"?
9. ANATOMY: What is the normal
temperature of the human body in Celsius?
10. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: At which
school are Rhodes scholars invited to
study?

1."FerrisBueller'sDayOff"
2.LakeSuperior
3.24
4.CalvinCoolidge
5.GarciaLopezdeCardenas
6.Cedar
7.Nabisco
8.LeVarBurton
9.37degrees
10.UniversityofOxford

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

© 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Washing Machine certified as:

NEW State Grant Awarded
UP TO $350*REIMBURSEMENT FOR EACH

Sign up** list for those interested in more information:

1. The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos, CA 93636

2. Email: info@semcu.com heading “Washer Grant Interest”

“Energy Star Qualified”

to residents of South East Madera County

IN ADDITION
FREE Low Flow equipment

is STILL available at the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce

*Grant monies are awarded to SEMCU, by the Department of Water Resources, (DWR), to help our
community members within the 93636 zip code better manage and conserve our water resources.

(Estimated reimbursement amount based on participation)

For more information Email: info@semcu.com or Call: (559) 363-9095
SEMCU meets at 6 p.m. on the third Monday of every month at The Pizza Factory

By the Community, For the Community!!!

8/17

**As soon as details are approved with the State we will follow up with those on the lists.


