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“Water Hose” Offered to MD-10A
GVUSD Board Considers Connection from School Well
By Karen Petryna

When an acre of almond trees use
1.4 million gallons of water a year, is
there still really any doubt about where
our local groundwater is going? It’s an
awkward and uncomfortable question
posed in an agricultural community.
In addition to failing wells,
Madera crop fields could soon face fallowing or failure if a better water balance isn't achieved soon according to
University of California, Central Valley, Water Use Expert and Soils Farm
Adviser, Dan Monk. And putting the
brakes on ag use may be the only real
solution, if the water tipping point hasn’t already been reached, according to
Monk. Increasingly, county residents

doubt the Madera County Board of Supervisors have the inclination or abilities necessary to stand up to powerful
farming interests.
“The only way to achieve water
balance now is to reduce the number of
acres in production,” Monk said.
“Madera County is currently pumping
more than can be sustained, creating
long term water deficits.” He further
stated that with nothing coming back
the result is widely declining water
levels.
Estimating Water Use
Monk estimated that overall

Please see USERS on P. 10

Major Drug Bust on 99 at Ave. 12
After a single traffic stop on Highway if they had anything illegal inside the SUV.
99 near Avenue 12 on Tuesday, Aug. 12, 18 The officer was given permission to search
kilograms of cocaine, 16
the vehicle and his K9
pounds of methamphetapartner became very inmine and 8 pounds of
terested in two cardwhite-powder heroin,
board boxes in the Nitro.
with a wholesale value of
It turned out that they
nearly $700,000, is off
were stuffed with 13
the streets and two Sacrakilograms of packaged
cocaine, 15 pounds of
mento men are behind
packaged methamphetabars facing felony drug
mine and almost $7,000
charges.
in U.S. currency. But the
A California Highsearch didn’t end there.
way Patrol K9 Officer,
Nearly $700,000 worth of drugs
working with MADNET, were seized during a traffic stop on The K9 also found another 5 kilograms of
pulled a 2008 Dodge Highway 99 near Avenue 12.
packaged cocaine and 8
Nitro over at around 1:30
p.m. on Aug. 12. Both Juan Carlos Esparza, pounds of packaged white-powder heroin
39, and Raydel Estrada Gomez, 29, ap- stashed inside the car’s roof liner.
peared nervous and would not make eye
Please see BUST on P. 15
contact with the officer which led him to ask

After lengthy discussion between
residents of the Madera Ranchos,
Madera County’s Public Works Director and members of the Golden Valley
School Board, a
decision was made
at the Aug. 19
school board meeting to go forward
to study the feasibility of connecting Liberty High
School’s well and 1
million
gallon
holding tank to the
water-strapped residents of the Ranchos’ water district, MD-10A. At the
same meeting it was also learned that a
$10 million grant from the State Environmental Health Department that the
County had applied for to renovate
MD-10A’s aging water delivery sys-

tem had been accepted and was complete. The grant will cover new water
lines and water meters.
Approximately 35 or so people
showed up for the Golden Valley Unified School District (GVUSD) school
board meeting on
Aug. 19 at the
Liberty
High
School Library.
Many were there
in response to
Board President
Mona Diaz’s request, via Facebook, as the result
of a meeting she
had with Pete Cercone, owner of Pete
and Maria’s Italian Bistro on Avenue
12. Cercone had called her and asked
about the possibility of MD-10A tapping into the High School’s water

Please see HOSE on P. 3

MD-10A Water Conservation
At Stage 4 Since August 14
Due to the unprecedented drought
conditions this year and sole reliance on
groundwater to meet the Valley’s water
demands, the groundwater table has significantly declined in the vicinity of the
Madera Ranchos. The Madera Ranchos’
Water System currently relies on three
wells to meet its water demands. The declining water table is causing these wells
to lose production. The system is unable
to maintain adequate system pressures at
current demand levels. It will be necessary
to temporarily implement Stage 4 water
shortage contingency measures in the
Madera Ranchos (MD-10A) until further
notice.
On January 17, 2014, the Governor of
California proclaimed a state of emergency due to the current drought conditions. On January 28, 2014, the Board of
Supervisors adopted Resolution No. 2014009, proclaiming the existence of a local
drought emergency in Madera County.
The Governor’s proclamation called upon
local urban water suppliers and municipalities to implement their local water
shortage contingency plans immediately.
On March 4, 2014, the Board of Supervisors adopted the Water Shortage
Contingency Plan for Special Districts.

The Board also voted to increase water
conservation efforts in response to the prolonged drought to ensure adequate water
supply and reliability to all its customers:
• The target reduction in water usage
for this stage is 25% to 50%.
• Outdoor water use shall be prohibited.
• Hot tubs and pools shall be filled
only with water transported from outside
the Service Area or Maintenance District.
• Increase enforcement of the Water
Conservation Ordinance.
• Violations are $75 (first violation),
$125 (second violation), $175 (third violation)
For water conservation tips please
visit www.saveourh2o.org. Please repair
any dripping faucets or leaks in your
house or yard. Call Special Districts at
559-675-7820 to report any water mains
or service line leaks.
County offices can be found at 2037
W. Cleveland Avenue, Madera. Department phone numbers are:
Road Department 559-675-7811
Engineering Department 559-6757817
Special Districts Department 559675-7820

Click on “Local News” at
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tank. Diaz was able to get the issue on
the school board meeting agenda for the
Aug. 19 meeting and she asked Madera
County’s Road Commissioner and new
Public Works Director, Johannes Hoevertsz, to come to the meeting and address the issue.
The Resumé
Hoevertsz, who has worked with
both Madera and Fresno County Road
Departments for the last 14 years, as-

sumed the new position of Public
Works Director after the departure of
three other County engineers, including
County Engineer Kheng Vang. Hoevertsz said he would be relying on Associate Engineer Christina Knudsen for
support with water and wastewater issues, having already gained experience
in Parkwood when their groundwater
well went out last month and a temporary water line was connected from the
City of Madera.
Hoevertsz was able to answer ques-

tions from the school board to the effect
that it was both possible and legal, just
as with Parkwood, to create a connection between the County system (MD10A) and the GVUSD system, although
State approval would be required. Hoevertsz estimated that it would take approximately four months and cost
$60,000 to complete the project, which
would also require a feasibility study,
which he would begin with “buy-in”
from the school board. He said the
water would be metered so that MD-

10A could be charged for the water and
all expenses associated with the hookup, with the exception of what GVUSD
wanted to pay its legal counsel to review an agreement that would be based
off of the City of Madera-Parkwood
agreement.
Hoevertsz further explained that
water from the school would only be
provided to MD-10A while it was under
Stage 4 Water Conservation require-

Please see HOSE on P. 16
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Summer Hours: Monday-Saturday 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.; Sunday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

End of Summer/ Labor Day !
STOREWIDE SALE

10-50% OFF

!
CONTROL YOUR FLIES
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Fly Sprays
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of $250 or more

You still get 2% CASH BACK
on ALL of your purchases with
your 3-V Feed REWARDS Card!

Don’t forget to
activate YOURS!

King
Senior
Delight

*3rd bag when you buy 3 bags or more

Current Hay Prices per Bale
Orchard Grass ....................................................... $21.99
Timothy Grass ....................................................... $19.99
Forage Hay (heavy bales) ......................................... $17.99
Oat Hay (heavy bales) ................................................. $16.49
Alfalfa ................................................................... $15.65 (and up)
Wheat Hay ........................................................... $13.99 (and up)

BUY2 GET 1

$19.99

Laying Crumble
80 LB. Bag

Hi-Energy
DOG FOOD

15% OFF $29.95

(All hay prices per bale and subject to change)

Livestock “hook-over”
plastic feeders

Horse De-Wormer

$5 OFF* FREE
SENIOR HORSE FEED

3V Feed is your premier hay supplier of Alfalfa,
Orchard Grass, Oat Hay, Timothy Hay, Wheat
Hay, Sudan Grass, Straw and others!

all
all

IVERMECTIN

50 LB. Bag

Madera Ranchos We are YOUR Store!
Metal Chicken Pens

“Quality & Customer Service is Our Motto” • We are YOUR Feed Store!

all prices exp. 9/30/14
except where noted and
are subject to change

3VFeed.com • facebook.com/3VFeed • 3VFeed.com • facebook.com
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Dear Editor:
Water – it’s easy to take it for granted.
We take our showers, use it to make our
cup of coffee, wash our hands, water our
lawns, and of course, drink it.
What’s more, our state depends on
water for economics, with our agricultural
communities creating thousands of jobs for
our friends and neighbors, creating millions of dollars in revenues and producing
food resources not only for California, but
our nation and the world.
Bottom-line, we expect and need
water to be available at all times and when
we don’t have it, the realization hits that we
really do, in fact, depend on it.
And in the midst of the worst drought
in California history – with no signs of relief in sight – if we don’t act immediately,
we will learn a very hard lesson sooner
than later how much we depend on water
as individuals, communities, cities, and ultimately, a state.
Last week, the Legislature and the
Governor came together to craft a new $7.5
billion water bond for the November ballot. The bill passed the Senate unanimously
and only had 2 no votes in the Assembly.
It’s rare that we can all agree on an
issue so controversial.
This new bond was a long time coming. In March, I joined the Senate working
group to renegotiate the 2009 $11.1 billion
bond. It seemed that it was a bond that
everyone had come to hate. It had billions
in pork projects and the media had largely
turned against it. The Assembly also had
proposals, but neither side was able to
come to an agreement.
Two weeks ago, Governor Brown
weighed in with a $6 billion bond. As a fiscally-responsible legislator, I understood
the Governor’s apprehension in supporting
a larger bond, on the other hand, I also
knew the devastating consequences if we
did not invest in the future. His proposal
was a non-starter because it only contained
$2 billion for new storage. With already
record low reservoir levels, we absolutely
need to concentrate on creating surface
water storage reservoirs, like Temperance
Flat and Sites Reservoirs.
The important part, though, was that
all parties were engaged in this process of
crafting a new water bond that recognized
the need for storage, Delta restoration, and
clean water.
Because we held firm, we were able to
get $2.7 billion for new storage – a piece
of the water puzzle that is absolutely essential to not only rebuilding our archaic
water system built 50 years ago, but ensuring we continue to receive this increasingly
precious resource now and for years to

come. This bond retains 90 percent of the
funding for storage that was contained in
the 2009 bond. Storage was just 27 percent
of the original $11.1 billion bond. Because
of the cuts to other areas, it is now 36 percent. This bond’s allocation will allow us
to build new infrastructure for the future.
We have kept the necessary funding to
bring more water into our water system
through surface storage, groundwater sustainability, and clean water. There is $725
million for water recycling and $200 million for stormwater capture projects. There
is $520 million to clean up our drinking
water and $750 million to prevent and reduce groundwater contamination.
For our region, this is very crucial. We
have seen levels of subsidence in the Central Valley that are far too great. In the Salinas Valley, we are battling saltwater
intrusion. In both regions, we have communities that cannot drink the water out of
their taps. For the richest state in the richest country in the world, this is unacceptable.
This bond also eliminates the pork that
did not provide additional water to the system and would have made it much harder
to convince voters to pass the bond. If we
would have kept the original bond, we
would have missed a window to do what is
right for the entire state. I can honestly say
that this is the toughest issue I have faced
since joining the Senate.
This victory shows how government
should run. The 2009 bond barely made it
through the Legislature and was cobbled
together in middle-of-the-night negotiations. This new bond had overwhelming
bipartisan support. We all came together
to represent not just our constituents but to
prepare California for the future. I am
proud of the work done to create this new
bond, and hopefully, Californians understand the importance of this bond and will
pass it in November.
Senator Anthony Cannella, (R-Ceres)
Ceres

Dear Editor:
Well, it has happened. Our community
water system is now on stage 4 – no outside watering. We can survive this if everyone works together. Our efforts should be
two-pronged: 1) all of us should be conserving water in every way possible; and
2) we should all be contacting our state and
county officials to demand comprehensive
water legislation. I believe that every water
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Letters

WIN FREE PROPANE!

WIN 125 GALLONS OF PROPANE

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________

Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2015. Delivery must be by August 31, 2015.
Must be a Valley Propane customer.

M A I L TO: Va l l e y Pr o p a n e • 3 7 2 2 1 Av e. 1 2 # 1 D
M a d e r a, C A 9 3 6 3 6

Please see LETTERS on P. 12
Click on “Local News” at
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Editorial

The Bogeyman
By Randy Bailey
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The other day I was in my office when
the phone rang. It was a Ranchos resident
who wanted to know how to stop the development at Highway 41 and Avenue 12.
“Why do you want to do that?” I
asked.
“Well, for the water. They’re taking
our water,” she said.
“So they’re the reason we’re at DEFCON 1 right now?”
She didn’t know what that meant.
“So they’re the reason why we can’t
water outside and all of our plants and
lawns are dying and why the best advice
we can get is ‘if it’s yellow let it mellow
and if it’s brown flush it down’?”
“Yeah. They’re taking our water.”
“Well what about the development the
other way? The one off of Road 34?”
“Them too. Definitely. No question
they’re taking our water.”
“Well, Highway 41 and Avenue 12 is
a done deal. That’s been in the works for
decades. Short of an act of God or a nuclear holocaust, there’s no way to stop it.”
“But they’re taking our water ...”
“Yeah. I got that part.”
“Can’t we get to vote on it or something?”
“You did.”
“When?”
“When you elected the people to run
Madera County’s government, and the
state of California’s government. You

“We
Americans
bear a heavy
burden ...
if freedom is
to survive, if
peace is
to be
maintained,
it will
depend on
us. ”

elected them to represent your interests and
your interests then were closer shopping
and a larger tax base so things could get
done. Remember? When water wasn’t an
issue, solely because we hadn’t run out yet,
it was the crappy roads and a swimming
pool at the high school and a community
park ...”
“But our water ...”
“Look. Our water problem is very
real, but those developments have nothing
to do with our water situation.”
“What do you mean?”
“With neither of those developments
built, what’s our water situation in the Ranchos right now?”
“It’s terrible. That’s what I’ve been
saying.”
“Okay, if those developments aren’t
even built, who’s using all the water in the
Ranchos right now?”
There was a long silence.
“But our water ...”
“WE are using all of the water. Us.
Not ‘them.’ We utilize the ‘Ranchos System’ of water management where we suck
it out of a depleting aquifer, use it one time,
then put it into an aging septic system. Any
guesses where that septic tank water is
going?”
Another long silence.
“We do not have a water shortage
problem. We have a water storage problem. We should be getting our water from
Temperance Flat dam behind Millerton
Lake ...”
“Well then why don’t we?
“Because it’s not built. ‘They’ won’t
let it be built. Even in a drought year
enough moisture falls on California to supply all of our water needs, but there’s no
where to store it so it ends up in the ocean.
Do you really want to do something about
‘our water’?”
“That’s what I called you about.”
“Start a movement. March on Sacramento. DEMAND that water storage be
built. DEMAND that we get a water treatment system that allows our precious water
to be used more than once. DEMAND that
our leaky pipes that waste -- conservatively
-- 25 percent of the water we pump out of
the ground be replaced. DEMAND that our
sewage doesn’t end up in our dinner. But
more than anything, stop looking for the solution from ‘without.’ As Pogo said, ‘We
have met the enemy and he is us.’”
“So this Pogo guy is taking our
water?”
Click.
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A Dead Bug’s Life
A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!
36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849
www.bedrockeng.com

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate

•
•
•
•

Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
Divide your property with a parcel map

Say you saw it in

8/14

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley
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Sometimes I think I deserve my own
reality show. Especially when I do something particularly amusing or absurd, or
both. Most often these moments of hilarious ridiculousness involve some sort of
multi-legged bane of my existence. This
weekend was no exception.
It’s no secret I do not like bugs. I
hate them. Frankly, I am terrified of
them. If I have the misfortune to run into
something with more limbs than I have,
my knee-jerk reaction is to run screaming in the opposite direction. It’s not that immunity to the poison the pest control
I don’t get how ludicrous this reaction is company uses attempts to make my
– I do. And yes, I am fully aware that I home theirs. I’m convinced there is some
am a thousand times the size of the crea- deep recess of my building that is emitture that haunts my nightmares. None of ting radioactive gas and creating mutant
that matters when I see a bug; my fight insects.
or flight instinct kicks into full throttle
This weekend that is exactly what
and it never tells me to fight.
happened. Well, it wasn’t my apartment
Ever.
specifically, but it attempted a surprise
Summertime is my least favorite attack on me in front of the elevator.
time of year. Not only because I abhor the There I was, minding my own business,
heat, but it also happens to be when six- lugging two baskets full of neglected
and eight-legged beasties come out of the dirty clothes to the laundry room, when
woodwork and delight in torturing me. the elevator doors slid open and what
You can’t convince
proceeded to launch
me of any other realan attack on me but
ity than they search
I recognize that a grown a giant, black beeme out personally
tle. It was huge. I
woman crying and clutching a can could see its eyes. I
because they get
some sick amuse- of insect poison is a preposterous could smell its
ment out of my ter- image, but there I was, praying breath. I had no
ror. They know who the bug wasn’t following my scent weapons, no escape
I am and they have all the way to my apartment like route. I was cormeetings about how
nered in an elevator
the murderous villain in every with it advancing
funny it is to watch
me scream and cry. horror movie ever made. I called on me like it hadn’t
my mom ... she told me to put my eaten in weeks. I
They are after me.
The manage- big girl pants on and go do my needed bug spray. I
ment company of laundry.
needed a baseball
my apartment combat. I needed Iron
plex pays to have a
Man.
pest control comThe elevator
pany come out once a month to spray the doors closed just before it boarded and I
units. It’s one of the reasons I chose this quickly ran back to my apartment, barely
apartment. For the most part my home is cognizant of the trail of dirty socks I was
creepy crawler free. When the occasional leaving behind me. Leave them … they
little bugger finds its way in it rarely can’t be saved.
makes it very far before dropping dead.
I slammed my door and grabbed the
The most common graveyard I have no- nearest bottle of bug spray and began
ticed is the light fixture in my bathroom dousing every crack, crevice and entry
ceiling. It’s one of those big panel lights into my apartment. I’m quite certain I
and it seems to be the clandestine meet- will smell like Raid for the rest of the
ing grounds of ill-fated lovers of the in- year.
sect variety. They fall in love, waddle
I recognize that a grown woman cryinto my light fixture, past the napalm bor- ing and clutching a can of insect poison
der that I patrol regularly, and die. Romeo is a preposterous image, but there I was,
and Juliet: The Tale of Star-Crossed praying the bug wasn’t following my
Water Beetles.
scent all the way to my apartment like
Every once in a while, maybe twice the murderous villain in every horror
over the course of the summer, one of
those little monsters with a supernatural
Please see GEN WHY on P. 11

Click on “Local News” at

Judy’s Legal Document
Service
Self-Help Legal Document Assistant

•

Estate Planning • Family Law
... and more

Judith L. Locatelli

Page 7

New
by A Location
p p o in
t
Only ment

Legal Document Assistant • Notary Public

Madera County LDA Reg. 2010001R • Exp. 8/10/16

Call for an Appointment

559-395-4640 office • 559-908-4600 cell
www. JudysLegalDocumentService.Com
36141 Ave. 12 #109 • Madera, CA • 93636

•

“I am not an attorney. I can only provide
self-help services at your specific direction.”

8/14

Senior Report

Seniors Plan Doll, Collectable Show
By Verlaine Elinburg

Remember When: When we were in
high school more than 50 years ago, the top
discipline problems where talking, chewing
gum, making noise, running in the halls, getting out of turn when standing in line, wearing
improper clothes and not putting paper in
wastebaskets. Today it’s drugs and alcohol
abuse, pregnancy, suicide, rape, robbery, assault and guns in the schools.
Back then the fun things to do included
playing cowboys and Indians, chocolate milk
and cookies, sucking on ice chips, licking
mom’s mixer beaters and catching lightening
bugs in a jar. Today it’s all about hanging out

at the mall and being glued to iPods or cell
phones for texting or playing games. We experienced and enjoyed our youth, some of us
as stuffed shirts and some of us as part of the
hippie movement with its free love. We lived
through the changes of our children growing
up and shake our heads at our grandchildren
as they are glued to their electronic gadgets.
Laptops, iPhone and iPad with headsets. Texting, listening to music or playing games.
Today, if you need a friend to play a game
with you will connect on the air. I would love
to live long enough to experience the fad of
the next generation following my grandchildren.
Come by and share your morning with
us on Sept. 6:

One reason York® Heating and Air Conditioning Systems are so
reliable is because our people “own” them before you do. From the
assembly line to your home, they take personal ownership of each
and every part they are responsible for. That’s what we mean when
we say: Built right. Built by York. Visit us at York.com.
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Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!
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School Lunch Time

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.
We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

by Jean Briner

559-268-6650
call Tom and Maria at

3535 S. Temperance • Fresno • www.sagorey.com
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TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSUR ANCE?
Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood insurance (or eliminate it completely).
You can't afford to wait any longer,
so contact the professionals
today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815
8/14

Lic. #PLS 5815

36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

Horse Boarding

When you want
the BEST for your horse

it’s PARKER’S
EQUESTRIAN
CENTER

Cross Ties • Round Pen • Wash Racks
Tack Rooms Trailer Parking • Three Sandy Arenas
Dressage Court • Full-sized 200x200 Arena
Miles of Trails • Practice Trail Course with Obstacles
Weekly Summer BBQs • Moonlight Rides
Shady Lawns and Trees ALL for $270

264-7980
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We l l , s c h o o l h a s s t a r t e d –
w h e r e d i d t h e t i m e g o ? Va c a t i o n
is over, but summer won’t be over
until Sept. 23. It is still hot – I
t h i n k i f w a s 1 0 1 t o d a y. A s I ’ v e child’s sandwich out of his lunch
said so many times, the best thing bag? I have the solution! There is
about summer is I know winter is a s i t e o n t h e i n t e r n e t f o r A n t i on its way. Yes, I like the fog and t h e f t S a n d w i c h b a g s . A f t e r l o o k rain.
ing at them, I can understand why
For you families with school no one would want to eat the
children that are up in the morn- sandwich they just stole. This
i n g t r y i n g t o g e t t h e m f e d a n d sandwich bag is made to look like
l u n c h e s f i x e d , I h a v e s e e n t h e the sandwich in it is all moldy. I
menu for the local cafeterias and know some kids that would think
some of them
it a blast for
look
quite
someone to try
tasty. For those
H a v e y o u h a d t ro u b l e i n t o s t e a l t h e i r
days your child
sandwich.
doesn’t want to the past with someone stealeat in the cafe- ing your child’s sandwich out Sandwich Ideas
t e r i a , t h e r e i s of his lunch bag? I have the
There are so
a lw ay s th e b o x s o l u t i o n ! T h e re i s a s i t e o n m a n y c o m b i n a lunch
from
the internet for Anti-theft tions available
home.
When
today for sandwe
were
i n Sandwich bags. After looking w i c h e s . T h e r e
school,
m o s t a t t h e m , I c a n u n d e r s t a n d i s n ’t j u s t w h i t e
everyone ate in why no one would want to eat or brown bread;
t h e c a f e t e r i a . the sandwich they just stole. t h e r e i s p i t a
The food was
mini
This sandwich bag is made to b r e a d ,
excellent.
It
croissants,
w a s c o o k e d o n look like the sandwich in it is s a n d w i c h r o l l s
the
p r e m i s e s a l l m o l d y. I k n o w s o m e k i d s ( c u t t o t h e s i z e
and almost like that would think it a blast for y o u r c h i l d c a n
h o m e c o o k i n g . someone to try to steal their h a n d l e ) ,
and
The only time I
t
o
r
t
i
l
l
a
s
for
sandwich.
remember takwraps. Or how
ing my lunch
about
peanut
was the three
butter on raisin
y e a r s w e l i v e d i n S a n F r a n c i s c o b r e a d ? A n d s o m a n y d i ff e r e n t
during WWII. I can still remem- kinds of fillings. Not just
b e r m y m o m ’s b o l o g n a s a n d - b o l o g n a , h a m o r c h e e s e , o r c o m wiches. I don’t know what was so binations thereof. My mom would
s p e c i a l a b o u t t h e m , b u t I l o v e d take the leftover Sunday roast and
them. Thinking back it just may put it through the food grinder
h a v e b e e n t h e b o l o g n a t h a t w e (they didn’t have food processors
bought at a meat market. It was a i n t h o s e d a y s ) , a d d e d M i r a c l e
stick that you sliced at home and W h i p – o f c o u r s e y o u c o u l d a d d
i t h a d a w r a p p i n g o n i t t h a t y o u mayo – and use it as a spread for
h a d t o p e e l o ff b e f o r e e a t i n g i t . sandwiches.
We didn’t have the plastic wrap or
I love a good tuna fish sandthe sandwich bags we have today. wich, but I want to eat it as soon
E v e r y t h i n g w a s w r a p p e d i n w a x as it is made, because I don’t like
p a p e r, e v e n p o t a t o c h i p s a n d t o l e t i t s i t a n d m a k e t h e b r e a d
c o o k i e s . A n d d i d y o u g e t a n o r- s o g g y. W h e n I w o r k e d , I w o u l d
ange in your lunch? Mama always f i x t h e s a n d w i c h a s u s u a l , o n l y
“scored” it (run the tip of a paring n o t p u t t h e t u n a o n . I w o u l d p u t
knife in a circle around the top the tuna in a separate container
and strips down the sides) so it then put it on the bread when I
would be easier to peel.
was ready to eat lunch.
Have you had trouble in the
past with someone stealing your
Please see RECIPE on P. 13

Parker’s Equestrian Center • 8844 Road 35 Madera, CA
or bparker@lightspeed.net

Click on “Local News” at
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downs in relationships. Everyone has a different level of tolerance when it comes to
clutter. Without regard for a partner’s,
roommate’s, parent’s, or even child’s level
of tolerance, the home can easily become a
place to avoid rather than a place to experience peace and rest.
A Plan
So how do we stay on this side of the
“not so good more” line? Before your next
purchase, ask yourself the following questions:
1. Is the return on my investment of
time, space, money, effort and energy
Not So Good More
worth it? You know how you want your kid
to weigh the duties and responsibilities of
Have you seen the Verizon commer- owning a dog before getting one? Do the
cial? The announcer says, “There’s good same thing — ask yourself, “How much
more …” and you see a guy standing still more work will having this add to my life?
with his arms stretched out and a couple of Will it give me more pleasure and satisfacbirds landing on them. He’s excited and tion than it’s going to cost me to maintain or
tries to get his wife’s attention to see them. store it?”
2. Do I have room for it? Where,
Next scene, “… and there’s not so good
more,” where a few more birds land and specifically, will I store or display it?
3. Can I see myself using it regularly?
then a hawk and a vulture swoop down and
What’s my plan to make sure it earns its
carry him off.
Too often we’re like that guy. Without keep?
4. Do I already
much effort on our
have something I
part, stuff starts
landing in our
“... as you become more pur- could use instead of
homes,
closets, poseful and intentional with your buying this, or do I
need to use up what
garages and storage
buying you will increase your I have before
sheds. Some of it is
“good more” that we measure of satisfaction and de- adding more?
5. What will I
get excited about. crease the number of purchases
But, before we that end up in the ‘not so good let go of to make
space for this new
know it, we can get more’ category.”
item?
carried away and
6. Will bringend up with “not so
ing this home cregood more.”
How do you know when you’ve ate tension in a relationship?
7. If I wait thirty days before buying it,
crossed the line from good more to “not so
will I still want it?
good more?”
I’m sure you won’t ask all of these
For one thing, you spend more time
than you’d like managing your stuff. Every- questions before each and every purchase,
thing we own costs us time, space, effort but as you become more purposeful and inand energy. First, we have to figure out tentional with your buying you will inwhere we’re going to store it. Until then, we crease your measure of satisfaction and
step over or around it. Then, when we want decrease the number of purchases that end
to use it, we have to remember where we up in the “not so good more” category.
Here’s a “good more” idea: Look for
decided to store it. We have to clean it and
move it to clean where we stored it. We my ad on page 19 of this month’s Ranchos
have to move it again to make room for “not Independent for information about a Ranso good more” stuff. The more stuff we chos Organizing Class that I am teaching.
have the more time, space, effort and energy Come to the class and together we’ll get
you on the right track – or at least on a more
it requires of us.
Another indication of “not so good organized one.
more” is when something transforms from
YoucancontactBrendaMcElroytohavequesa blessing to a burden. This can be books,
toys, clothes, magazines, craft supplies, sou- tionsansweredatOrganizedbyChoice(becausethings
venirs, or just about anything. When we don’talwaysfallintoplace)atP.O.Box26152,Fresno,
have more than we could possibly use, more CA93729,oryoucanemailheratinfo@organizedby
than we have space for, or more than we choice.com, visit her website www.organizedbychoice.comorshecanbereachedbyphoneat559want to clean up, we’ve crossed the line.
“Not so good more” also causes break- 871-3314.

county water usage for Madera County
agriculture is a staggering 655 billion
gallons per year, with most, if not all of
it, being pumped out of dwindling
groundwater supplies this year. It's a
large, unusual and difficult computation, he said, but that's billions, with a
“B.”
Almonds and other permanent tree
crops use approximately 52 inches of
water in “acre feet,” which is around
1.42 million gallons per acre, per year,
he said. Madera County has roughly
660,000 acres of tree and row crops
under production in 2014. The drought
has had an impact, Monk said, but the
same industry that sustains the Central
Valley – agriculture – is also the main
user, or some would say abuser, of local
groundwater. Almond acreage in 2014
has also increased by at least 20,000
acres or more in Madera County from
the 2010 figures, according to the farm
report. Monk acknowledged the measurement of water use in “Acre Feet” and
“Acre Inches” can be confusing unless
someone works in agriculture. Critics
say the ag measurements just camouflage the problem and sound innocent
enough, until the calculations into gallons are made. By contrast, residential
usage is estimated to be only four percent of Madera County's overall water
usage, including the municipal use by
cities.
A Zero Allocation
Madera Irrigation District (MID)
received a zero surface water allocation
for irrigation from the state in 2014, according to MID president Carl Janzen
and has been parceling out small
amounts of water to some contract
growers from water MID had “banked”
or stored from previous years in local
reservoirs like Friant and Hidden Lake.
Residential wells going dry in the
county are only the beginning, Monk
said, bringing the obvious problem of
groundwater overdrafting painfully
home to many rural residents.
“Wells are going dry all over the
Central Valley,” he said, adding that
there’s no denying the overdrafting
that’s taking place now. Without
recharge and sustainable groundwater,
Madera farm fields will also falter and
begin to fail like the west side of Fresno
County, and other arid and barren counties to the south, Monk said.
“Everything in this climate is irrigated in the Central Valley. Almost all
of this water is pumped from groundwater, and in recent years there has been no
recharge allocation,” he said, adding

that the existing water shortage is the
direct result of years of unsustainable
water use, overdrafting by agriculture
and drought and climate cycles.
An acre of mature almond trees use
approximately 52 inches of water per
year, which translates into 1.42 million
gallons per year per acre, Monk said.
That amount is mainly what is used by
the plant for production and evaporation, and little is recharged into the
ground. By contrast grapes, cotton or
other row crops use less, only about 28
inches per year.
“Most valley crops are water intensive,” Monk said. “Only alfalfa uses
more water per acre, about 56 inches in
acre feet, per acre per year.”
Monk said that water use is moving
in the wrong direction in Madera and
the Central Valley, and it's had a large
impact on groundwater. “Madera has replaced lower water-use crops like
[grape] vines and cotton with higher
water use crops … but almonds make
money,” he said.
A Failed Law
The lack of water has already forced
the fallowing and removal of many irrigated fields relying on external water
sources in western Fresno County. No
groundwater is within reach on those dry
fields, and other adjacent areas in the
Valley could be next, he said. Monk said
the Central Valley Project Improvement
Act, or CVPIA, passed into law approximately nine years ago also hasn't improved the Central Valley's water
situation, but rather has had a large negative effect. It has diverted most, if not
all, of Madera County's potential surface
irrigation supply and recharge water into
the San Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San
Joaquin Delta Estuary.
Monk said it was a very complex
situation but it was doubtful the groundwater could be recharged adequately
anytime soon, given climate conditions,
current levels of ag water use and the
lack of state water allocation to replace
what is used. That leaves only water-use
restrictions and/or the fallowing of
fields, and more residents’ wells potentially going dry, he said.
“Recharge [of groundwater] is an
answer but takes time and it's better
seen over a five year average,” Monk
said. “And recharge water and the purchase of water storage [land] isn't
cheap.” He stressed that the issue is urgent and needs to be addressed by local
governments and irrigation districts to
stop further groundwater decline. Monk
said that if the overdrafting continues
it's everyone's livelihood and property
that will soon be at risk.

Golden Valley Baptist Church
come meet friends!

Mansel Trimble is the pastor at Golden Valley
Baptist Church. Come say “hello” to Mansel.
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Ranchos Dr. Becomes a Mudder
On Aug. 16 and 17, over 60,000 people
came together around the world to take part
in a challenge called the Tough Mudder.
The Tough Mudder is a 10 to 12-mile obstacle course designed to test all-around
strength, stamina, teamwork and mental
grit. Tough Mudder is also a proud sponsor
of the Wounded Warrior Project and Mudder Nation has raised over $6 million to
support the transition of thousands of warriors returning home from the current military conflicts. Dr. Matthew Pia of Ranchos
Dental Care and a team of six brave war-

riors from Valley Children’s Hospital completed the Tough Mudder in North Lake
Tahoe on Aug. 16. The Mudder was held at
the Northstar Ski Resort and boasted some
of the steepest, fiercest climbs and most
rugged, rocky cross-country trails in America. The team had to crawl, climb, run,
jump and carry each other through the mud
to receive their coveted Mudder headbands.
They escaped with a few good bruises and
a lot of great stories. Tough Mudder is considered by many to be the toughest event on
the planet.

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

lobby bottom. My heart pounded and my
eyes watered as I reached the bottom floor
and the doors gently slid open. There he
was, across the small foyer. I could hear the
soft whistle of an old western tune breeze
past my ear as we locked eyes. He moved
first. He was lightning fast, but I was faster.
I drew and fired. The beast was strong, he
kept coming, but I just kept spraying. I
would empty the entire contents at him if I
had to. He would not win. A half a bottle
and a puddle of poison later he was finally
dead. The complex was safe.
Okay, maybe I went a little overboard,
but I’ll tell you this: I have clean clothes
again, and I now carry a fully loaded can
of bug spray with me at all times.

movie ever made. I called my mom, but I
couldn’t convince her to jump on a plane
and fly out to California from her home in
New Mexico to find and kill the bug for
me. This blatant disregard for my wellbeing will be reflected in her Christmas present. Instead, she told me to put my big girl
pants on and go do my laundry. Of course,
she didn’t imagine that I would stuff a couple of cans of bug spray in a utility belt
and strap a Swiffer pole to my back like
Dog the Beetle Hunter. But, I did it. I
grabbed my laundry basket and forced myself to go back downstairs.
I climbed into the elevator and hit the

8/14
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LETTERS cont. from P. 4
user should be on water meters. It is crazy
that we have been able to use water all day
and all night long if we feel like it. With
freedom comes responsibility.
Even before the current drought our
water table was dropping by 4-6 feet per
year. This isn’t sustainable. We cannot continue the same water and landscaping
habits. We have been blessed with the
chance to live here. We have space, nice
people, good schools, peace and quiet. By
being selfish with water ourselves, we deny
our children and grandchildren the same
chance to enjoy life out here. If a plea to
care about the future doesn’t work with
you, what about financial considerations?
If we don’t get a grip on our water issues
and start using water conservatively, many
more wells out here will go dry at a major
cost to the owners of those wells. We were
told 20 years ago that there is a layer of arsenic at 500 feet – an expensive thing to filter out. Thus, continuing to allow the water
table to drop will affect all of us – whether
we are on the system or on an individual
well. If we continue to ignore this issue our
properties will be worth nothing. Those
super green yards won’t mean much then.
We are not like Fresno – we do not
have Millerton to draw water from. We live
or die on groundwater.
Here are some things our family is
doing to reduce our home water consumption:
1) We don’t flush the toilet every time
it is used (if it’s yellow, it’s mellow) or better yet, install low-flow toilets.
2) We have buckets in our kitchen and
bathrooms. When food is washed or when
the shower water is warming up, that water
goes into a bucket and is used to water our
plants outside. Cooking water goes outside
too.
3) We installed low-flow shower heads
and reduced our showering time. Legs and
faces are shaved with a cup of water.
4) We planted California natives in
parts of our yard. One whole side of the
yard has not been watered in 20 years.
These plants can be planted, watered
deeply, mulched heavily and then left
alone. It’s called "walk away landscaping."
(See Las Pilitas Nursery in Santa Margarita
at www.laspilitas.com). Native plants can
resist drought better and provide food and
habitat for the birds, bees and butterflies.
5) Our lawn has been dead for months.
Redesign your yard so just a little is lawn.
6) Don’t plant redwood trees or anything else that needs lots of water. It’s crazy
that redwoods are planted all over the Ranchos. We have cut down three trees and are
planning to cut down more.
7) Mulch heavily. We got chipped al-

mond from Chad’s Trucking in the Ranchos. It really reduces the use of chemicals
too.
8) Use your leaves! Ours stay in our
flowerbeds and help mulch.
9) Look into a grey water system
(greywateraction.org). We bought two 30
gallon barrels for $10 each and added a
spigot at $8 each. They are wheeled into
our laundry room and the washing machine
water goes into them. With our front load
machine this gives us 20 gallons of water
per load. We use "soap nuts" or ECOs laundry detergent.
I’d like to see the UC Master Gardener
program give a series of classes on drought
tolerant plantings and irrigation. I’d like
the county to present classes on grey water
systems.
If you are tempted to cheat, you are
hurting everyone else in our community. If
you are on a well, conserve too.
To quote Dr. Seuss from The Lorax,
“Unless someone like you cares a whole
lot, nothing is going to get better, it’s not.”
Ellen Williams
Madera Ranchos
(Editor’s Note: The Master Gardeners are
offering a class on garden questions on
Sept. 6 at Yosemite Lakes Park. See their
announcement on page 18.)
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RECIPE cont. from P. 8
I was on the internet looking
for ideas for this article and I
found some excellent sites. I
Googled “school kids lunches” and
“school kids sandwiches.”
Having trouble getting your
child to eat a good whole wheat
bread because he or she only wants
white bread? How about using one
slice of white and one slice of
whole wheat with a design on each.
Put the two slices of bread together
before putting in the filling, and
using a cookie cutter, cut a design
from the center of each slice. Then
take the design from the brown
slice and put it in the spot that was
cut from the white bread and do the
same with the white slice. At least
you’ll get them to eat half brown
bread.
Or how about a wrap? Put a
flour tortilla in the microwave for
about 20 seconds so it will be easier to roll. Using your choice of
fillings: lettuce that has been sliced
very thin, grape tomatoes, sliced
olives, red bell pepper that has been
chopped, grated cheese, and sliced
turkey or ham lunch meat. Spread
the tortilla with ranch dressing and
layer each ingredient on half of the
tortillas. Fold in each side of the
tortilla and roll the wrap from the
end with the filling, making sure to
tuck in the filling as you roll. You
can cut the roll in half if you wish
to make it easier to handle.
Sandwich on a Stick?
Or how about a sandwich on a
stick for fun? Using the ingredients
your child would like in a sandwich, put it on a stick. Cube a slice
of bread, cheese of choice and

lunch meat. Slide onto a skewer
with other foods your child will eat.
Olives, pickles, grape tomatoes or a
piece of lettuce. You might want to
add a little container of ranch
dressing for dipping. Also, I would
suggest not using the skewers that
look like big toothpicks – don’t
think the school would appreciate a
child playing with them after they
eat their lunch. I’ve seen packages
of the sticks used for candy apples
in the grocery story that might work
better than the skewer.
Who says lunch has to be a
sandwich? There are all kinds of
things you can use for box lunches.
How about a thermos of warm leftover stew or soup from the night
before dinner? Or a piece of left
over pizza – yes, I know kids (and
adults) that will eat cold pizza. Or
a spaghetti sandwich – yes,
spaghetti! Butter two slices of
bread, put the spaghetti on one and
t o p w i t h t h e o t h e r a n d Vi o l a ! A
spaghetti sandwich. I know adults
that will eat that!
I hope I have been able to give
you some ideas for lunch boxes or
bags. And I didn’t even get into the
desserts available. There all kinds
of prepackaged cookies and some
just 100 calories, and there are all
of the prepackaged gelatins, puddings and fruit that are available. If
you are afraid to send one of your
good spoons (I know they can be
tossed with the wrappers), why not
purchase a package of disposable
spoons so you don’t need to worry?
E d i t o r ’s N o t e : T h i s a r t i c l e
o r i g i n a l l y a p p e a re d i n t h e A u g u s t
2010 issue of the Ranchos Independent.
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Supervisor Candidates
District 1

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce is proud to present a

Madera County
Sheriff Candidates

Candidates Night
Monday, September 8 • 6-7:30 p.m.
Mona
Diaz

Brett
Frazier

Ranchos Middle School • 12455 Road 35 1/2, Madera Ranchos

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce is sponsoring an exciting

Michael
Salvador

Jay
Varney

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce is sponsoring another exciting

Chamber Mixer

Chamber Mixer

Wednesday, September 3 • 6-7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, October 15 • 6-7:30 p.m.

VDI Services

Now & Again Thrift & Gift Shop

37167 Avenue 12 Suite 5C, Madera Ranchos

37164 Avenue 12 Suite 103, Madera Ranchos

Everyone is invited. Great food will be served.

Everyone is invited. Great food will be served.

“Why should I join the Chamber of Commerce?”
1. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce carries the reputation of being a leader
of business integrity in the Ranchos and my affiliation lends my business credibility.
2. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce is a close-knit organization in which
members support each other’s businesses.
3. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce requires financial support in order to perform its job of increasing the economic prosperity of the Ranchos.
4. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce unifies the public spirit of the Ranchos
and directs it into useful and constructive channels that are not limited to business.
5. Because I feel a sense of personal obligation to improve the quality of life in the Ranchos.

The Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce
would love to see you at our next meeting,
always the second Wednesday of the month
at 6:30 p.m.
The Chamber office is located at
37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C.
Call us at 645-4001 for more information.

Your
Chamber Board

Pres.: Virginia Vick • V.P.: Ollia Ridge
Sec.: Paula Stuart - Now & AgainThrift & Gift Shop
Immediate Past President: Verlin Dill - VDI Services
Three Year Board Members:
Stephanie Reeves - New York Life
Juana Revis - Ranchos Café
Two Year Board Members:
Randy Bailey - The
Ranchos Independent
Lisa Haney - Haney Chiropractic
One Year Board Member:
Audra Damone - The Coffee Spot
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BUST cont. from P. 2

Juan Carlos Esparza, 39,
was one of the two suspects arrested on Highway 99 near Ave.
12 with $700,000 in drugs. He
consented to a search and the
CHP K9 struck paydirt.

Also arrested on Aug. 12
was Raydel Estrada Gomez, 29.
Both he and Esparza were from
the Sacramento area and are
being held with bail set at $5 million each.

8/14

Both men were taken
into custody and booked into
Madera County Department
of Corrections for felony
drug possession and transportation for sales. Bail has
been set at $5 million for
each of them.
Sheriff John Anderson
said this was significant.
“Apart from the amount of
narcotics seized, it shows
that Madera County remains
a major hub and thoroughfare for drug traffickers operating in our state,” he said.

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Mona Diaz for District 1 Supervisor 2014
FPPC ID #1364339, 504 Van Ness Ave., Fresno, CA 93721
Lee Kitchen Fundraiser for Mona • Monday, September 8 from 4-9 p.m. • A percentage of
all sales will go to Mona but you MUST bring this ad. Call 559-801-7703 for more info.
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ments, a condition that has been in
place for MD-10A Water System
ratepayers since Aug. 14 and stipulates,
among other things, no outdoor watering. Upon further questioning from the
board, Hoevertsz acknowledged that
Stage 4 would likely only be in effect
until the seasonal rains begin, after
which outdoor watering will not likely
be necessary. Regardless, he said that
water from GVUSD could not be used
by ratepayers to water outside.
Offering a Hose
Board member Kathleen Crumpton
asked several questions and also commented that wells of friends who live
near Liberty High School went dry
when the school’s well and 1 milliongallon storage tank was installed. When
board member Brian Freeman likened
the situation to offering a neighbor a
hose when he’s having problems with
his well, Crumpton said she knew of
similar situations that had gone on for
years and questioned how long water
from the high school would be needed.
Further questioning from board
members led Hoevertsz to relate that at
the Aug. 26 Board meeting he would be
proposing a Stage “3.5” condition for
MD-10A, a term coined by ratepayer
Beverly Walsh to describe a compromise whereby some outdoor watering
would be allowed. Additionally, Hoevertsz reported about the status of getting MD-10A’s new Dublin Well online.
He said once that was completed, probably by mid-April of 2015, there would
be no further potential need for the
GVUSD’s water.
In addition to several comments
and questions from board members,
several members of the public spoke,
mainly to thank the board for considering the water connection. Ratepayer
Craig Roberts commented that the
school district’s Webster Elementary
School is fed by the MD-10A Water
System, not the high school, and also
that by law, Webster is required to
maintain a lawn for the kids to reduce

dust and allergy symptoms. Others expressed concern that if homes have to
be abandoned due to a lack of water
that would decrease the district’s tax
base. Ratepayer Walsh said that she
would prefer the time and money for
the connection to the high school’s
water be spent to connect the Dublin
Well, which is located just beyond the
northeast corner of the MD-10A Water
System piping network. But Hoevertsz
said that the Dublin Well connection
was already proceeding on an independent track.
Questions from the board about
how MD-10A ended up in such a desperate condition were met first by
ratepayer Seth Thomas who said residents of MD-10A had approved all
County requests for assessments and
rate increases. Hoevertsz added that it is
typical of a small water district such as
MD-10A to apply patches over decades
until it reaches a point where major
work and expense is necessary. He said
that the County had applied for a $10
million grant from the State Environmental Health Department and had recently been notified that the application
was accepted and complete. The grant is
for new water lines and water meters.
Hoevertsz also reported that MD-10A is
currently using three wells, New Fender,
Charlton and Kensington, all of which
are performing at subpar levels. He also
agreed with ratepayer Chuck LaRue’s
suggestion that if MD-10A is connected
to the high school, it would be possible
to pull the pumps from the MD-10A
wells one at a time and redevelop and
service them. After much discussion, the
board voted in favor of pursuing the feasibility of the project.

8/14
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To get involved and learn the latest
about the water system, attend the regular MD-10A Water Oversight Committee meeting at the Ranchos/Hills Senior
Center at 37330 Berkshire Drive at
6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 10. Additionally, you can “like” the Ranchos
Independent on Facebook to get community updates and notices.

8/14

CALL US!

8/14

Got a holding tank to fill? What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want to waste your precious well water or pay PG&E to pump it?

Click on “Local News” at
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Tree pruning, shaping & trimming
Tree Cabling • Tree removal

8/14

559-347-8408 • www.cvhtc.com
Fully Insured • 8+ Years Experience • Trained Arborist

RMS Named a Jostens Yearbook
Program of Excellence Winner

8/14

Low Cost Rabies
Vaccination Clinic
Sat., Sept. 13• 10 a.m - Noon

For INFO call
559-673-0298 or 559-232-3191

All pets must be on a leash or in a carrier.

www.The Ranchos.com

Dog Gone Cute Store
37221 Ave. 12 #1C
Madera Ranchos

8/14

Rabies $6 • DA2PPV (Parvo/Distemper) $12 • DA2PPV+C
(Parvo/Distemper/Coronavirus) $20 • Bordetella
(Kennel Cough) $10 • Puppy Package: Includes
DA2PPV+C, Bordetella and Roundworm Deworming
$32 • Dog Package: Includes Rabies,
DA2PPV+C and Bordetella
$27 • Cat Package: Includes
Rabies, FVRCP and Feline
Leukemia $25

The Ranchos Middle School yearbook for their school communities.
The awards are presented twice annuprogram, advised by Kevin Feramisco, received the Jostens National Yearbook Pro- ally. The award presented to RMS was for
gram of Exce- llence for its performance achieving the defined criteria in each of three
following catduring
the
egories:
1.
2013-2014
Creating an
school year.
inclusive
Jostens is
yearbook; 2.
a leading proGenerating
ducer of yearschool
enbooks
and
gagement;
student-reand 3. Suclated content
cessfully
and is the
managing the
printer of the
yearbook creRanchos Midation process.
dle School's
T h e
yearbook.
The 2013-2014 Ranchos Middle School yearbook staff reThe Na- ceived the Jostens National Yearbook Program of Excellence RMS yearbook program
tional Year- award.
book Program of Excellence designation will receive a plaque to display in the yearrecognizes dynamic school yearbook pro- book area and a banner to display in school so
grams and recognizes yearbook staffs and the entire school community will be aware of
advisors who create engaging yearbooks the outstanding achievement.

Back-to-Back Div. V Valley Champions 2014 Schedule

Aug. 29
Sept. 5
Sept. 12
Sept. 19
Sept. 26
Oct. 10
Oct. 17
Oct. 24
Oct. 31
Nov. 7

7 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
7:15 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.

vs. Firebaugh
vs. Mendota
at Madera South
vs. Fowler
at Corcoran
at Yosemite
at Sierra
vs. Washington union
vs. Kerman (Sr. Night)
at Chowchilla

HOME GAMES IN GREEN
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By Karen Petryna
Riverstone is the new name for the
6,600 residential unit master-planned community now being developed at Highway
41 and Avenue 12. According to Tim
Jones, Fresno attorney, part owner and former Director of the Root Creek Water District, the name “Riverstone” reflects what
will be the development’s contemporary
rustic style, and, as the project continues to
move forward, Jones said the first community center, which will be built before the
first homes are occupied, is now being designed.
In addition, a bike path from Riverstone down to the San Joaquin River
through the yet to be started 4,000 acre San
Joaquin River Ranch development – and
over what will eventually be a four-lane
Avenue 9 – is being considered so that kids

need not endanger themselves crossing
such a busy street. In the meantime, the
River Ranch property has already been irrigated with more than 500 acre-feet of
water, according to Jones. The water comes
from the Groundwater In-Lieu Recharge
Project, a 2.7 mile pipeline that runs from
Lateral 6.2 of the Madera Canal and under
Avenue 12 about one and half miles west
of Highway 41. This means that in lieu of
recharging groundwater, it is no longer
being pumped in order to water the trees in
the Root Creek area, Jones explained.
The next stage for Riverstone will be
grading, according to Jones, who said that
while the current 25-foot elevation change
in some places will be decreased, he intends to maintain the rolling hills aspect of
the landscape. Jones also said he is available to discuss the development as questions arise.

8/14

Gateway Village is now Riverstone

The summer has been hot, but not as hot School District, the local soccer clubs in
as the Madera County Soccer Fest event that the area; as well as the gracious donations
took place July 29-31. Over 650 kids within received from sponsors within the comMadera County came out to participate in the munity.”
free, multi-day event with attendance almost
The Madera County Soccer Fest event
doubling compared to years past.
will also be taking place again in 2015 as
Coaches from the Major League Soccer Chivas USA has recently donated $2,500
team Chivas USA, as well as coaches from toward next year’s events. The Major
the
Fresno
League Soccer
Fuego, helped
team has comattendees, aged
municated that
6 to 19, hone
it is proud to be
their
soccer
involved with
skills, while prothe communividing instructies
within
tion
on
Madera County
teamwork and
and hopes to
positive motivacontinue to estion. Many of
Kids scrimmaging during the afternoon session at Lib- tablish a relathe participants erty High School on July 29.
tionship well
had the chance
into the future.
to win free raffle prizes, such as signed balls, This year’s collaboration with the Fresno
team jerseys, rally towels and more. Even Fuego has also led to discussions of an anthe local soccer coaches from within the nual tournament for local area teams to
community had a chance to benefit from the compete. Though this project is not likely
events as a special lunch Q&A session was to launch immediately, current proposals
held at Lee Kitchen on Wednesday, July 30 estimate that something may be organized
hosted by the coaches of Chivas USA.
as early as summer 2016.
“Our goal for this year’s festivities
The success of this year’s events is
was to create an event not just for the kids, planned to continue as up to 400 participants
but also for the community that was free still have a chance to win tickets to attend the
of charge,” stated Igal Treibatch, President Chivas USA vs San Jose Earthquakes game
of SEMCU Foundation. “We were fortu- on Sunday, October 26, 2014. Further infornate to gain tremendous support for this mation regarding the event, as well as the
year’s festivities from the Madera County bus trip scheduled for October 26, 2014 can
Board of Supervisors, Madera County be found on the Madera County Soccer Fest
EDC, the City of Madera, Golden Valley Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
Unified School District, Madera Unified maderacountysoccerfest.

8/14

Successful Soccer Event Doubles Size

Click on “Local News” at
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VA Hospital Could Choose Ranchos

We now deliver
to the Ranchos,
Bonnadelle &
Rolling Hills
areas.

8/14

8/14

Will Buy All HORSE-RELATED Items Including TACK
and TURQUOISE JEWELRY • Call 559-264-7980

8/14

WANTED

8/14

By Karen Petryna

You can do it yourself or have the Got broken screens? Madera Glass Glass for picture frames is a spepros at Madera Glass & Mirror & Mirror has the expertise to make cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
take care of your window repairs. quick work of any screen repair.
a broken one or complete a project.

Madera Glass & Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980’s. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

www.The Ranchos.com

A new Veteran’s Administration
Hospital may be in store for the greater
Ranchos area according to Tom Zonsius
who is working to form a committee and
begin what will likely be a decade-long
process to cite a location and get it built.
Zonsius, who wanted to keep his neighbors in the Ranchos informed, said the
first step is for his committee to put together a presentation for the Congressional VA Commission who will select
one of three locations, hopefully within
the next year. The three general locations being considered are Fresno, Clovis and the Ranchos, according to
Zonsius, who has spoken to Tim Jones
of the Riverstone (formerly Gateway
Village) development about utilizing one
of several properties
on Avenue 9 and
Avenue 12. Regardless
of
which site is
chosen, the
completed
project will
create
approximately
1,300 jobs at the
hospital and associated facilities as
well as dozens more
at nearby restaurants,
hotels, gas stations and other services including low-income, handicapped-accessible apartments for vets who need to
live near the hospital for regular treatment.
Zonsius, who prepared similar types
of documentation while in the Air Force
and is a lifelong VFW member, will be
working with Charlie Waters, who was
instrumental in getting the Cal Vet Home
up and running in Fresno beginning last
October, and who is a past Central Valley Regional Commander of the American Legion as well as both a member of
the Marine Corps League and the Purple
Heart Association.

Fresno VA Hospital Inadequate
Due to inadequate space, the Fresno
VA Hospital currently houses two to three
times the number of vets offsite at a
higher expense. The houses around the
hospital that the VA previously owned
and used to house medical residents and
nurses in training were sold to the city
when those programs were terminated or
moved. In addition, two or three vans
take vets to San Francisco and Palo Alto
every day. Furthermore, the Outpatient
and Radiation Clinics are too small. Built
in the 1950s, the hospital would likely not
withstand even a 4.0 earthquake as was
determined when the foundation was dug
for the front porch and it was discovered
the whole structure rests on sand which
can turn to liquid during an earthquake.
Project Specifications
The new project will
be on a 100 to 160-acre
site and include 60
acres for the hospital,
20 acres for a community living center, 10-20 acres
for a Fisher
House
(to
temporarily
house
patients’ visiting
family
members), an outpatient
clinic, an auditorium/classroom for medical resident training and research, and additional
administration space. The facility will
have to meet the federal government requirement to produce 50 percent of its
own power (so it can run on reduced
power if PG&E goes down) as well as a
requirement to have its own water well for
backup. If a Madera site is chosen, it will
also have to meet the County requirement
for a “0 water balance” so that as much
groundwater is replaced as is used.
Other Considerations
Other considerations include access
to major roads. If a site off Avenue 9 is
chosen, for example, the four lane improvement that will be made as part of
the San Joaquin River Ranch development will have to be extended. Whereas
if a site off of Avenue 12 is chosen, that
will facilitate the planned bypass happening within the next eight years, according to Zonsius, who added that if any
of the sites that are within the Rio Mesa
District and Root Creek area are chosen,
it will have immediate benefits to
Madera Ranchos such as jump starting
economic development and increasing
property values.

Page 20

Email
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Payment: $20

37167 Ave. 12, #5C
Madera, CA 93636
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Credit Card
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The Ranchos Independent 37167 Ave. 12 #5C • Madera CA 93636

Bill Me

Have friends or family
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are
you moving but you
still want to keep in
touch with what’s happening in the Madera Ranchos?

Fax 559-645-4002

SPREAD THE NEWS!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@yahoo.com
A
N
S
W
E
R
S
Click on “Local News” at
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Fatal Wreck North of Ranchos
By DJ Becker

Mobile
Riding Lawnmower
Repair Service
visit us at mowersplus.us

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds
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DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP
“We Are Very
Affordable”

224-6744

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

Foster Parents Needed
! !

LIC. #107206625

!

"

!

"

!

1945 N. Helm, Suite 101
Fresno, CA 93727

(559) 222-5437
www.transitionschildrensservices.org

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE
Same Day Service
Family Owned
Since 1976

674-1663
23338 Ave. 14
Madera

• GROOMING • GROOMING •

CinLgINIC
SHOcTom
13
SEPT. N
oon
.
.m
a
10

call

6to4make
5-your
PETS

grooming appointments

37221 Ave. 12 #1C

in the Maywood Center in the Madera Ranchos

• GROOMING • GROOMING •

GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING

GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING

www.The Ranchos.com

A head-on rollover collision, on State Route 145 on the north side of the Ranchos,
killed a 25-year-old Fresno man Sunday, Aug. 17 at about 12:40 p.m., according to the
California Highway Patrol. Authorities have identified the man as Caleb Ryan Koop. Distracted driving is under investigation as a factor in the fatality. No evidence of alcohol was
found at the scene and toxicology reports are pending.
Four to five other people sustained minor to moderate injuries in the high-impact
crash, and one was airlifted by Lifeflight helicopter to Community Regional Medical Center.
CHP Sgt. Lincoln McKenna said Koop was driving solo in a Mitsubishi Mirage sedan
westbound in weekend traffic at 55 to 60 m.p.h., two miles west of Highway 41, when he
drifted out of his lane and
directly into oncoming
traffic.
“We have a witness
behind him that said he
just started to drift over
into eastbound lane and
collided with a westbound Ford F250 pickup
truck pulling a boat,”
McKenna said. “The
driver of the pickup truck
saw the Mitsubishi in her
lane and attempted to
move to the south shoulder but she was unable to
fully avoid the impact.”
The left front of the
pickup collided with the
left front of the Mitsubishi,
killing Koop at the scene.
The force of the impact
bounced the car backward and spun it, but the
car remained upright in
the roadway, McKenna
said.
“The pickup truck
went off the roadway and
rolled over, injuring a
group of girls in their
mid-20s – six, possibly
seven girls from Chowchilla – in the truck. Our
info is they may have
been going to Millerton,
or another local lake for
the day,” McKenna said.
The rollover also took
Distracted driving is what is assumed led to the death of a 25out about 60 feet of
year-old Fresno man driving the top vehicle. A pickup pulling a
barbed wire fence but the
vote was hit head-on but all passengers survived.
boat remained upright.
“One of the female passengers was also not wearing a seatbelt and sustained cuts, bruises
and road rash from contact with the ground, through the broken truck windows as the truck
rolled. She was very fortunate she wasn't further ejected out and killed,” McKenna said.
Officers said Koop had no identification on him and may not have been wearing a seat
belt.
The collision backed up and detoured area traffic. Highway 145 was closed for about
two hours as emergency personnel and CHP worked to treat the injured and clear and investigate the scene.
Drivers need to buckle up, slow down and focus on the roadway, McKenna said.
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also RV's, Boats and Motorcycles.
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restoration. Wax, polish, cut and
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36734 AVE. 12 • 660-5262
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Real Estate
DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®

Nancy Watson

Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.davidparker.info

645-5000

Property Management we can rent your home:

www.nancywatson.net

www.parker-properties.info
A Ranchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top
8/14
dollar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109
8/14

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs.
8/14

Jerry Eddings, Realtors
Madera: 559-645-1890
FAX:
559-645-5417

www.maderahomes.com

8/14

Direct Line: 559-435-3366
Fresno:
559-435-1890

DRE #00329063

Want to Buy
or Sell a Home?

LIZ KUCHINSKI, CDPE, CRS, GRI, SFR
Realtor, Century 21 C. Watson • DRE Lic. #01263332

“A Ranchos resident since 1985.”

FREE

Interest rates are historically low, but
prices are edging up. Call me for more
information on your home’s current value
... it could be the perfect time to sell.

home
warranty
program.

We Have
PreApproved
Buyers!

8/14

Ask about our

Century 21 C.Watson
7520 North Palm • Fresno

8/14

DRE Lic. #01454566

www.The Ranchos.com

8/14

8/14
BRE# 01397023

37729 Avenue 12. 3 bd/2 ba, 1920 sq. ft. home on 1+ acres.
Many upgrades. Corner Lot with easy access from side street.
Evaporative Cooler & AC! Cross fence separates backyard
from enormous back area. SHOP is 30’x34’ (1020 sq. ft.),
walls 9' tall, doors 8' tall. Wide gate to back
area for access of equipment from street.

Maria
Fotopoulos - Cercone
Office • 559-645-1212
Cell • 559-250-6740
maria@ossrealtor.com
Ranchos resident for over 30 years!

liz@LizKuchinski.com • www.LizSellingHomes.com

Ranchos Corner Lot

Call Today!
Your neighbor in
the Ranchos since 1987
Your friend in
Real Estate since 2003

Direct: (559) 364-1000 • Fax: (559) 440-7608

TO ADVERTISE CALL 645-0634
Price is $337,000.
MLS# 428468
For more information call 706-3162.
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Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory
PAINTING CONTRACTOR
TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS
ROOFING

General & Custom
Auto Service
& Repairs

Lic. #899496
• DRILLING • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK •
• efficient • reliable • cost-effective call Beau

559-301-1613

sin
1970ce

HWY 41 just North
of Avenue 12
www.jhsanders.com

Notary in the HIGH QUALITY ROGER PRATER
GATE SYSTEMS
CONCRETE
Ranchos!
LIC. #273099

Residential & Commercial
38 years experience
Lic. # 599235

Diana J. Tucker
Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Call Gina
Covering
at 559-289-3401
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley
email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

HARDPAN DRILLING

674-7770
Marion Pool
Service & Repair
• Weekly Service
• Equipment
• Supplies
• Residential
• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial
• Locally Owned
251-2514 351-1605 645-4799
cell after 5 p.m.
office

J.H. Sanders

822-4500

(559) 645-4113
TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

Mobile Notary and
Loan Document Signing

& TRACTOR SERVICE

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS
All Makes & Models

Sales & Leasing

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

FRANK KRAMER

Jo-De DRILLING

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

381-5879 559-454-8060

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties

B&M

Auto & Truck Parts
Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

call for
FREE ESTIMATE!

• Clean Up
• Monthly Service

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

(559) 645-0911
(559) 977-8983

Brannon’s
A/C & Heating

• Preseason Service
• Emergency Repair
• New Installations
• Water Heaters
• Senior Discounts

559-706-1368

645-1570

Lic. #961690

CRONIN MARINE
LIC. #837274

E
SINC80
19

Interior & Exterior
Specializing in
Repaints

559-662-0336
559-438-8260
Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification
Locally owned
and operated!

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Accoustical Removal
Color Matching

Central Valley
Housecleaning
Ser vices
s
Rancheont
Resid

We CLEAN
houses • offices • rental houses
windows, including hard water stains
shower doors

repair

ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR
INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

10 Years of Experience
Many Ranchos References

559-514-9816

Ranchos
Auto Repair
& Chuck’s Transmission

645-1977 645-4475
Since
1964

559-363-1851
559-645-SNIP

we also have P.O. BOXES available
ranchosbarbershop@yahoo.com

WHAT CAN YOU GET FOR $25?
Mitchell L. Vick

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Lic. #563698

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance
Weekly & monthly service

+ A/C SERVICE

• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •

559-970-4635

mlvconst@gmail.com

How about 12,000
Ranchos residents each month who
look at Business Directory ads?

The Ranchos Independent
(559) 645-0634

Click on “Local News” at
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Business Directory
LOCALLY

Service • Supplies • Repair

FREE ONLINE DELIVERY

WWW.WIGHTWATERPOOLS.COM

MON-FRI: 9AM-6PM SAT: 10AM-3PM SUN: CLOSE

37167 AVE. 12 #5D (559) 645-1969

CALIFORNIA
MERCEDES & B.M.W.
REPAIR SERVICE

288-9521
40101 Ave. 10
Madera

OWNED!

we are a full-service handyman, maintenance and remodeling company

we REPAIR, REPLACE and
INSTALL anything around
your home or business

559-907-2501

JEAN BRINER
Today!
for MORE sales tomorrow, call

The Ranchos Independent
(559) 645-0634

www.calmbbmwrepair.com

ADS

LOGOS
PR

MARKETING

645-0634

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Despite your Aries penchant for wanting to tackle a problem headon, you might want to take a little more time to see how a current situation develops. It could surprise you.
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Taking on the role of peacemaker in a disruptive environment is
a challenge. But you can do it. Just continue to have the same faith in yourself that so many others have in you.
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Although your work schedule keeps you busy, you should make
time to start preparing for that important upcoming family event you'll want to celebrate in a special way.
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Home is where the Moon Child wants to be early in the week. But
by week's end, a chance to travel raises her or his excitement level, and that of the lucky person who
gets to go along.
LEO (July 23 to August 22) Be careful not to be a copycat when dealing with someone who uses
unfair or even unkind methods to reach a goal. As always, do the right thing the right way, and you'll
win in the end.
VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) An offer could have many good things attached to it
that are not apparent at first glance, including a chance to move into another career area. You might want
to check out its possibilities.
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) With responsibilities surging both in the workplace
and in the home, it's important to prioritize how you deal with them. Be patient. Pressures will begin
to ease starting early next week.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) A positive reaction to a suggestion could indicate that
you're on track for getting your message to the right people. Devote the weekend to catching up with
the special people in your life.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) A new attitude from those in charge could
make things difficult for you unless you can accept the changes without feeling as if you're being
pressured into doing so.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Family matters once again dominate much of the
week. But don't neglect your workplace duties while you deal with them. An offer to help could come
from a surprising source.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) A difficult workplace situation begins to ease, but there
still are matters that need to be dealt with before it's fully resolved. There's also a more positive turn
in domestic relationships.

Born this Week

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Don't let yourself be rushed into making a decision about an
intriguing financial arrangement.Asking questions and checking it out now could pay off in a big way later on.

You might have a tendency to be more than a bit judgmental,
but others understand it comes from a warm, loving heart.
(c) 2014 King Features Synd., Inc.
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TRIVIA TEST

By Fifi Rodriguez

Answers
1. Rugby
2. Fear of blood
3. "My My, Hey Hey," by Neil Young
4. Israel and Jordan
5. 32 muscles that control the outer ear
6. Stroke
7. 1984
8. Ford
9. Green
10. Coffee liqueur, vodka and cream

(c) 2014 King Features Synd., Inc.

1. MOVIES: What sport was featured in
the 2009 movie "Invictus"?
2 . P S Y C H O L O G Y: W h a t f e a r i s
represented in the condition known as
hemophobia?
3. MUSIC: Which well-known 1979 song
contained the lyrics, "It's better to burn out
than to fade away"?
4. GEOGRAPHY: Which two countries
surround the Dead Sea?
5. ANIMALS: How many muscles does a
cat have in each ear?
6. MEDICINE: What does the oldfashioned medical term "apoplexy" refer to?
7. U.S. PRESIDENTS: When did U.S. Sen.
John Glenn make an unsuccessful bid for
the presidency?
8. CARS: Which car manufacturer had a
hit with the 1955 Thunderbird?
9. GAMES: What color is the $20 bill in
the game of Monopoly?
10. FOOD AND DRINK: What are the
chief ingredients in a White Russian
cocktail?
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Click on “Local News” at

Super Crossword
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