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24th Annual Firefighters’ BBQ Fundraiser Sizzles

The star of the evening was the great food
and the great company, all working together for
a great cause - Station 19 firefighters.

By Christi McKinney

Over 600 people attended the 24th
Annual Fire Department BBQ on Satur-
day, Aug. 15, hosted by Mark and Peggy
Borba at their Rancho Vista del Rio on the
banks of the San Joaquin River. The annual
fundraising event benefits Station 19 in the
Madera Ranchos and enables the primarily
volunteer fire department to raise money
for much needed equipment. This year’s
goal was to raise funds to complete the
newly constructed Community Training &
Meeting Room at Station 19. Funds raised
will enable them to install a TV, comput-
ers and other technology and to furnish the
room. Once completed, the room will also
be available for use by community groups
and individuals.

The evening began with wine tasting
provided by California State University,
Fresno followed by a dessert sale and auc-
tion, as well as both silent and live auc-
tions. Madera County Supervisor Ronn
Dominici shared master of ceremonies du-
ties with Monte Pistoresi and served as the
evening’s auctioneer.

There were auctions all night long with donated
items ranging from Budweiser go-carts to hunting
rifles with the proceeds going to the firefighters

A number of presentations were made
during the evening. The Ranchos Kiwanis
Club presented Hal and Mary Ann Parks,
owners of the Ranchos Pizza Factory, with
the annual Community Service award. An-
thony LaNotte, a Volunteer firefighter for
29 years and active California Highway
Patrol officer, was named Volunteer of the
Year. Later in the evening Anthony’s 84-
year-old father, Jerry LaNotte, along with
dancing partner Traci Dhindsa, won the
first ever “Ranchos Dancing Stars” award.
Jeri Becker and Roger Anderson placed
second in the competition.

Several volunteer firefighters missed
the evening’s festivities because they had
been dispatched to help fight fires in other
parts of the state. An unexpected presenta-
tion was made during the evening when
Chukchansi Gold Resort and Casino pre-
sented Station 19 with a banner of the
“Fireman’s Prayer” to be hung in the new
Community Training and Meeting room.
Attendees danced into the night with music
provided by the Donny Linger Band.

Staff from Station 19 responded to
625 calls for assistance in the past year

After dinner and the auctions and all the social-
izing was done, it was time to dance the night away
and several couples did just that at Borba Ranch.

with one fulltime paid Fire Captain and ap-
proximately 25 trained volunteer respon-
ders. These men and women work full time
jobs and have families, yet they wear
pagers so they’ll be able to respond to calls
in often life or death situations

“We are extremely grateful for the
overwhelming support of our volunteer
firefighters by sponsors, the business com-
munity and Ranchos residents,” said Deb-
bie Farr, this year’s event coordinator. She
said they had expected a considerably
lower turnout this year than in the past be-
cause of current economic conditions but
were delighted when over 600 people at-
tended this year’s event. Debbie says her
phone has been ringing off the hook with
people calling to complement her on the
turnout and to see how they can help with
next year’s banner 25th Anniversary event.

Mark your calendars for Saturday
night, Aug. 21, 2010. Anyone interested in
donating services or items for next year’s
event can contact Farr at 559-801-7703.

Many more photos from the event can
be viewed on Station 19’s Website at
www.station19.org.

Middle School Opens as District Celebrates 10 Years

Ranchos Middle School Principal Shane Pinkard (fourth from left)
and Golden Valley Unified School District Superintendent Sarah Koli-
gian (third from right) cut the ribbon for the brand new Ranchos Middle
School as other school board trustees and administrators look on.

Local Dignitaries and 10 year’s worth of Golden Valley Unified
School District Board members celebrated the 10 Year Anniversary of
the District along with the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for the totally new,
state-of-the-art Ranchos Middle School.

Ranchos’ “Water
Without Borders”
Travels to Israel

By lgal Treibatch

As you may already know, a core
group of us from the Central Valley have
been continuously working on creating
water-related relationships between aca-
demia, the scientific community, the po-
litical sector and other private interests.
The intent is to encourage and build re-
lationships, exchange information and
technology and ultimately work on proj-
ects of mutual interest.

The core group recently hosted an
Israeli delegation from Mekorot, the Na-
tional Water Company of Israel. That
group included department managers of
Resources, Desalination, Effluent Treat-
ment and the overall Director of Engi-
neering. During their visit, an invitation
for a reciprocal trip was extended by the
visitors. The invitation is for a large
group of leaders (which may include as
many as 20 people) from different disci-
plines which in one way or another relate
to water. After discussions among an ex-
pended core group it became evident that
a fact-finding mission should take place
before a larger group could maximize the
benefits of such a visit. The idea behind
the fact-finding visit was to identify and
focus on the best that the Israeli water in-
dustry has to offer in terms of facilities,
products, services and applied research.

In June, a delegation of eight from
California travelled to Israel, where we
were hosted by Mekorot, and treated to
an extensive tour of the nation’s water fa-
cilities and extensive meetings with rep-
resentatives from Mekorot, a number of
Universities and the private sector, in-
cluding principals of over a dozen water
technology companies. The delegation
included Fabian Oberfeld and Igal and
Kathleen Treibatch of Liberty Groves;
Jose Faria of the Department of Water
Resources; Dr. Karl Longley, chairman
of the Central Valley Regional Water
Quality Control Board; Doug Haaland,
senior staff member of the California
State Assembly water committee; David
McGlasson, civil engineer with Provost
& Pritchard Consulting Group; and Isaac
Faria, an independent civil engineer.

Upon our arrival in Tel Aviv, Sunday
evening, we attended a welcome recep-
tion with senior Mekorot staff and other
invited guests including representatives

Please see WATER on P. 6
Click on “Local News™ at
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Guest Editorial

By Peter Heck

The Democrat leadership is out
of control. That's the only way to
put it. Whether it's caused by panic,
arrogance, shock, or a combination
of those things, the utter contempt
for normal American citizens that
has been flowing from the lips of
these liberal elitists has been down-
right disgusting.

Progressively Out of Control

mean.

But that reality was lost on the
liberal "progressives,” who riding
the wave of Obamamania, ecstati-
cally proclaimed the outcome to
mean that Americans were finally
embracing the policy goals of the far
left. And so, beginning in January of
this year, we have seen a steady on-
slaught of the freedom-destroying
aims of liberal

The bitterness

statism - an ide-

was always just a
matter of time
given the left's
fundamental mis-
reading of the
2008 election re-
sults.

The truth was
that the election
of Barack Obama
was much more

Not to be outdone, the al-
ways classy Speaker of the
House, Nancy Pelosi, demon-
strated an even more direct ap-
proach by asserting that these
evil protesters were carrying
swastikas into meetings. What
a bold new Democratic strategy
for confronting concerned con-

ology that scorns
the notion of in-
dividualism and
personal liberty.

Every policy
initiative  they
have introduced
- whether taking
over your health-
care, your credit
card company,

about charisma
and image than it
ever was about

stituents: call them Nazis.

your bank, your
retirement, your
business, what

ideology and phi-
losophy. Suffering from Bush fa-
tigue and without any viable
alternative, a majority of Americans
went to the polls mesmerized by the
history-making figure that they saw
in Obama...too caught up in the
mantra of "hope and change" to pay
any attention to those tiny details
like what "change" might really
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THE
RAY GUN

SHOOTING STRAIGHT
TO THE HEART

| HOPE THAT
WHEN YOU'RE MY
AGE YOU'LL BE
ABLE TO SAY, AS
| HAVE BEEN
ABLE TO SAY:
WE LIVED IN
FREEDOM, WE
LIVED LIVES
THAT WERE A
STATEMENT, NOT
AN APOLOGY.

RONALD REAGAN

SAYING MORE IN ONE QUOTE
THAN OTHERS SAY IN A LIFETIME

light bulbs you
use, how far you're allowed to drive
- is tailored to fit their belief that
they can run your life better than you
can.

Thankfully, normal Americans
have recoiled at this attempted revo-
lution, and have pulled those dusty
First Amendment freedoms off the
shelf. In town halls and tea parties,
formerly disengaged citizens have
begun to remember what it means to
"peaceably assemble" and use their
"free speech" to "petition their gov-
ernment for a redress of grievances."
And that has the liberals worked into
atizzy.

Now, undoubtedly the intense
opposition to socializing American
society that the left is facing from
their constituents is an unwelcome
surprise to them. But that doesn't ex-
cuse the strategy of "denigrate and
destroy" being ordered from the
highest levels of Obama, Inc. Far
from being the great uniter who
would - as he said in his inaugural
address - "put an end to petty griev-
ances,"” President Obama's deputy
chief of staff urged Democrat Sena-
tors returning to face the American
people, "if you get hit, we'll punch
back twice as hard." No word yet on

Please see EDITORIAL onP. 9
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Senior Report

Aprons: From Adam & Eve to You

By Eleanore Burchell

Some researchers point to a Biblical reference
about aprons and cite a passage in which Adam and
Eve sewed fig leaves together to cover themselves.
Today, as well as in the past, aprons are being used by
both men and women for a variety of other tasks that
tend to be messy.

The principle use of anapron, aswe know it was
for grandma who wore an apron to protect the dress
undemeath. She only had a few dresses and aprons
used lessmaterial to make and were easier towash than
dresses. Aprons fulfilled many duties such as remov-
ing hot pans from the oven. They were wonderful for
drying children’s tears and even at times to clean dirty
ears. \When company came, those aprons were ideal
hiding places for shy kids. It was also surprising how
much fumiture could be dusted in amatter of seconds
when unexpected company was seen driving up the
road.

From the chicken coop, the apron was used for
carrying in eggs, fussy chicks and sometimes half-
hatched eggs to be finished in the warming oven. In
cold weather, grandma would wrap her apron around
her amms to keep warm. Those big old aprons also
wiped many aperspiring browwhile shewas bent over
ahotwoodstove. Also chips and kindling wood were
brought into the kitchen in that apron.

The apron carried in all sorts of vegetables from
the garden. After the peaswere shelled, it carried out the
hulls. In the fall, the apron was used to bring in apples
that had fallen from the trees. \When dinner was readly,
Grandma would walk out onto the porch, wave her
apron and the men knew it was time to come in from
the fields for dinner.

Types of Aprons
Cobbler —over the shoulders with side ties
Waterproof —heavy-duty black vinyl with
adjustable straps
Tuxedo — V-neck twill with adjustable neck
straps

Shaop—black, breast pocket for pensand

multiple other pockets

Waist— (waitress) apron

Bistro—longer than waist with lower pockets

Bib—with and without pockets

Chef—long, white without pockets

4-way —no pockets but folds to show four

cleansides

Someapronsare embroidered, somewith screen
printing. Itwill be a long time before someone invents
something that will replace that “old time apron” that
served SO many purposes.

Next Sale

Our next sale will be held on Saturday; Sept. 5
from8am.to 1 p.m.AMeaster Gardener will be pres-
entto help in the plant area. She is extremely knowi-
edgeable and more than willing to help anyone. There
aremany of ourworkers there to help also. Please also
remember that the plant, produce and boutique sec-
tions are available Monday through Friday, 9am. to 1
p.m. and Thursday evenings between 6 and 9 pm.
George has been bringing in large, beautiful tomatoes
by the boxful. We also have fresh vegetables ripening
and brought in daily so please drop by to check avail-
ahility. Currently, there are huge onions, great toma-
toes, zucchini, some com and ok, if you come at the
righttime. The fresh com on the cob and okra both sell
quickly!

Our center is affilisted with FMAAA
(Fresno/MaderaArea Agency onAging). We are lo-
cated at 37330 Berkshire and you are invited to come
in and check with Joann about the programs that
would help you.

Did you know two nurses from the Madera
County Health Department Periodically come to the
center to give FREE checkups? The screenings in-
clude personal health history reviews, blood pressure
checksand blood sugar checks. Low-cost blood tests
are available, nutrition and health education is avail-

Please see SENIOR on P. 24

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-
surance (or eliminate it completely).

You can't afford to wait any longer,

so contact the professionals
today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

8/09 Lic. #PLS 5815

645-4730
36691 Avenue 12 « Madera Ranchos

Fresno 447-5815

THE D.O0.G. HOUSE

DEMAND OPEN GOVERNMENT BY DALE PROZEN

The old DOG needs to back down a bit
and regroup.

My last report [circulated via email and
calling for a recall election of ALL five
Madera County Supervisors] was written in
the fog of frustration and the feeling of being betrayed. After talk-
ing to a few of my readers | have come to the conclusion trying to
recall five supervisors would be a mistake. With the time limits
and some fancy stalling we could be stalled and frustrated until
just before the election. This would burn out all involved and leave
nothing for the actual election.

Three of the supervisors are up for reelection next year.

It is about timing and getting an accurate accounting of their
records in front of the voters close enough to the election to have
it fresh in the voters’ minds as they cast their ballots.

Now is the time to begin the search for three viable candidates
— four if the interim DA doesn’t do his job — and hold the County
accountable for violating open government laws.

Now is the time to build organizations in the three districts up
for election next year.

To those who have responded to my comments by volunteering
in the recall effort, | must say | am sorry to give you false hope
and then turn around and tell you it was a bad idea. A sprinter
doesn’t run five miles to the stadium before a race.

I need to cover more points on the budget.

To “balance” the plan approved by the Board includes a $10.7
million loan. My first problem with this idea is: We can’t stall in-
evitable cuts by putting it on a credit card. The plan put forth at
the budget hearing was to get the money from the Measure “A”
road “trust” fund. What got me started in all of this three years ago
was our Board illegally, as an off-agenda item without allowing
public comment, transferred $3.2 million in measure “A” dollars
to Madera City to help build the Ellis street overpass in the city of
Madera. I lost that case and thousands in attorney fees because, ac-
cording to the judge’s declaration, the statement by Rayburn Beach
was submitted by the County indicating the funds had all been
spent so any reversal would have been a moot issue.

Now three years later we still don’t have our road projects
funded.

We are told there is $12 million in the Measure “A”
“TRUST”/slush fund to loan the County, to stave off any cuts be-
yond essential services. Before the Board agreed to loan the money
from the “TRUST” fund they checked with the Chief Accounting
Officer, the Madera County Road Commissioner and County Coun-
sel, all department heads serving at the pleasure of the Board.

We voted for Measure “A” because we were promised it would
be used only on road projects in a fair and balanced way.

I am having some concerns with the Board’s plan to break yet
another promise and bail out departments and programs they do not
wish to cut. | certainly hope I am not offending anyone by asking
for an outside opinion from someone not connected to or working
for the County. This is one of those times when it is good to have
a strong INDEPENDENT Controller elected by the voters to re-
search and give us an un-board-controlled opinion.

Enough of my chasing the Measure “A” rabbit.

There was a surprise plan add-in at the hearings to pay the
loan off in one year.

It seems we have something called a TEETER fund. As | under-
stand the TEETER fund it is a stash of money, in our case about
$12 million. How it works is when we pay our property taxes they

Please see D.O.G.on P. 13

Click on “Local News” at



Nothing Outlasts Pavers

Interlocking Paving Stone
Never Cracks « Lifetime Product Warrant
Dozens of Colors « Shapes & Styles
AVE MONEY DO IT RIGHT THE 1st TIME

Lic. #306511

Expert Design Service
Il for your FREE estimate

CRACKING CONCRETE!!l 559-442-1999

www.rlacyinterlockpavers.com
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The Lighthouse
Christian Fellowship

On the corner of Ave.15 and Monreal
15048 Monreal Rd. Madera, CA 93636 559-645-0722

Senior Pastors Bernard & Linda Morris/ Resident Pastors Stoney & Amy Berna
Service Schedule

Sunday 10 a.m.
Thursday 7:30 p.m. Family Night
RE-Generation Youth Group—Generation NeXt Children's Ministry

400 Nursery Provided Ages 0-3 yrs. Sunday and Thursday Services

8/09

The eco-friendly York Affinity™ Series
Air Conditioners and Heat Pumps.

The more efficient a system, the less energy it uses, and the
better it is for the environment. The York Affinity Series Air
Conditioners and Heat Pumps meet or beat the
government’s energy efficiency standards with SEER
ratings of up to 18. Plus, Affinity models are available with
eco-friendly refrigerant that is safer for the ozone layer.
And all Affinity models are so quiet, you and your “outdoor
neighbors” will hardly know when one’s running. With Affinity,
efficiency comes naturally.

www.The Ranchos.com
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Middle School Newest Ranchos Star

By Audrey Stock

Hi neighbors,

On Aug. 4, 2009 there was a
combination Golden Valley Unified
10 Year Anniversary Celebration and
the new Ranchos Middle School rib-
bon cutting ceremony held in the
new middle school all-purpose room.
This room was full to overflowing.
The stage in this room was a perfect
place for the ceremony to start. The
stage was filled with the many
speakers that took part in the cere-
mony. Golden Valley now has a com-
prehensive middle school of which
the students, teachers, staff and com-
munity can be proud. Principal
Shane Pinkard, his teachers and staff

the bottled water cold.
Superintendent Sarah Koligian
opened the ceremony with many in-
troductions. Boy Scout Troop 118
presented the American and Califor-
nia flags and led the flag salute. Lib-
erty High School student, Victoria
Lokey, sang the National Anthem.
This got the rest of the ceremony off
to a great start. Rhonda Cargill,
Madera County Board of Supervisors
representative for Frank Bigelow,
presented a plaque to Golden Valley
School Board President Roger
Schuh. State Senator Dave Cogdill’s
field representative Shannon Major
and Ken May, the field representa-
tive for State Assemblyman Mike
Villines, also presented Schuh with

had about two plaques. This just
weeks to move goes to show that
;mm t“‘i: old Sarah [Koligian] likes to ‘I"’he” Go'dtj-‘”_;(a'd'
ome to the new . _ ley nifie

school and get GRS anthrOpOIOQISt“ s School  District
ready for this cer- garet Mead who said, “Never opens a new

emony. Moving is
never an easy job.
The middle
school teachers
and staff had
lived in the in-
terim middle
school building
for four years and

doubt that a small group of
thoughtful, committed people
can change the world. Indeed
it’s the only thing that ever
has.” Thank you Sarah when
you stepped into the Golden
Valley Unified Superinten-
dent job; you continued to

school the State
of California and
the County of
Madera want to
be involved.
Madera
County Superin-
tendent of
Schools Dr. Sally

you can collect a

Frazier, who was

lot of stuff in that keep th_e Golden Valley the first interim
length of time. | dream alive. Golden  Valley
know since | was Unified Superin-
a middle school tendent, talked

teacher. After the program we all
moved outside to watch the raising
of the American flag and California
flag for the first time over the school
by Boy Scout Troop 118. These flags
will fly proudly over the new middle
school. Then came the ribbon cutting
ceremony and Connie Clendenan, the
CEO for Valley Teen Ranch, played
God Bless America on her trumpet.
After all of this people were free to
roam through the various buildings
on the campus. Last year’s 8th grade
leadership class members were sta-
tioned at all of the buildings to help
people find their way around and
give tours. Refreshments were pro-
vided by the district and the Founda-
tion for Golden Valley Schools.
Thank you Cathy Barrow, Aimee
Beintker and Mary Blair for manning
the refreshments table and keeping

about the persistence of this commu-
nity that wanted its own high school
and the dedicated group that formed
in 1995 who worked tirelessly to
create Golden Valley Unified. She
talked about how Golden Valley was
born and how it became a district on
July 1, 1999. She said that this com-
munity is filled with positive
thinkers who achieved the impossi-
ble. She mentioned how the various
school board members have worked
with the community as they cele-
brate these first 10 years of remark-
able accomplishments. Sally
congratulated Golden Valley as she
spoke with pride on behalf of the
Madera County Committee on
School District Organization and the
staff of the Madera County Office of

Please see STOCK on P. 23
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WATER cont. from P. 2

from the Israeli Ministry of Industry,
Foreign Trade and the First Secretary of
the United States Embassy to Israel. Sev-
eral presentations helped familiarize us
with the status of the water situation in
Israel and served as a preview of some of
the facilities we would visit. Like Cali-
fornia, Israel is currently suffering
through a multi-year drought that has
them scrambling for new ways to stretch
their already-tight water budgets to meet
the increasing needs of their growing
country. We learned that Israel has only
about 15 percent as much water per citi-
zen as the United States, a statistic which
has a profound effect upon life and in-
dustry for the entire nation. In terms of
per-household domestic use, Israel con-
sumes only about one-quarter of an acre-
foot of water per household per year. The
average home in Madera County (in the
Valley area) uses about one acre-foot per
year, four times as much! (The average
home in the City of Fresno uses a little
more than one acre-foot per year, so this
isn’t to pick on Madera County.)

Our first full day, Monday, was spent
driving to northern Israel, where we
toured the main pumping station at the
Sea of Galilee, or Lake Kinneret as it is
more commonly known in Israel. This
pumping plant is located beneath a
mountain in a hardened facility, where it
was built in the 1950°s. This location was
considered necessary as at the time the
Golan Heights, which are directly across
the Sea from the pumping plant, were
part of Syria and were considered to be
enemy lands. Standing on the ground be-
side the Sea, it is easy to imagine how a
rocket fired from the Golan Heights
could have been devastating to Israel’s
water supply and the prudence of the
pumping station’s designers is clear.

Later in the day we travelled west
from Galilee, up into the central moun-
tains, and arrived at the Central Filtration
Plant at Eshkol. This plant treats the
water pumped from the Sea of Galilee up
to the standard for domestic use and dis-
charges it to the National Water Carrier
(the NWC), a 108-inch pipeline that runs
to south-central Israel as far as Ashkelon.
The NWC supplies drinking water to a
majority of the Israeli people and also
supplies a significant quantity of high-
quality irrigation water for agriculture.

As Israel grows, the NWC is being
extended with branches to the east and
west and is being used to distribute de-
salinated water from the major treatment
plants along the Mediterranean Sea to the
inland areas. That evening we enjoyed
presentations by representatives from the

Israeli academic community, including
Yoram Oren of the Zuckerberg Institute
for Water Research at Ben Gurion Uni-
versity and Avner Adin of the Depart-
ment of Soil and Water Sciences at
Hebrew University in Tel Aviv. Dr. Lon-
gley also presented the California Re-
gional Water Quality Control Board’s
role to our hosts.

Tuesday, we journeyed to downtown
Tel Aviv to learn about the Yarkon River,
which was of particular interest for us
who live near the San Joaquin River. The
Yarkon River had been completely dried
up by agricultural diversions upstream,
and had been left as nothing more than a
high-flow flood channel. Sounds pretty
familiar, doesn’t it? But much as is now
being attempted on the San Joaquin, Is-
rael implemented a restoration project
about 15 years ago. The Yarkon now runs
year-round, filled with treated waste-
water effluent. The channel through Tel
Aviv has been restored as well, with
complex riparian habitat, walking trails
and passive recreational amenities like
benches and interpretive signage. But
reuse of treated wastewater in such a
constructive way was not enough for
Mekorot. The project also includes a
pumping station near the Mediterranean
Sea which lifts the river flow back up-
stream, east of Tel Aviv, and delivers the
water to local farmers so that it can be
used again, this time for irrigation. Such
a system might be an inspiration to those
concerned about losing San Joaquin
River water to the ocean. Mekorot has
proven it possible to support both fish
flows and crop irrigation at the same
time. These issues do not have to be mu-
tually exclusive.

Wednesday, we found ourselves in
the Negev desert, having flown the pre-
vious afternoon from Tel Aviv to the re-
sort city of Eilat, on the Red Sea.
Standing there on the beach one can see
Jordan, Saudi Arabia and Egypt just by
turning from left to right. The geographic
significance of Israel is unmistakable.
The waters of the Red Sea are clear and
very warm, as the average summer tem-
perature in Eilat is near 110 degrees.
Even hotter and more arid than our own
Valley, the average annual precipitation
in and around Eilat is just less than 1
inch! The NWC ends at Ashkelon, about
175 miles to the north, and there is no
drinkable groundwater in the desert re-
gion so all drinking water in Eilat comes
from the desalination plant operated by
Mekorot. Originally this plant treated
brackish groundwater for domestic use,
but as demand has grown an additional

Please see WATER on P. 23

Ranchos Dental Care
& Orthodontics

37144 Avenue 12 #104
Madera Ranchos

559-645-5320

www.ranchosdental.com
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Madera Ranchos Assembly of God
NW Corner of RD 36 & AVE 13 1/2
Office 645-0716

Sunday Wednesday.......c.ccoeeeene 6:30 - 8 p.m.
Kid's Church................. 10 a.m. & 6 p.m. Worship Service

Worship............. ..10a.m. & 6 p.m. Royal Rangers (Boys 5-17)

Sunday School........cc.ccvvnnnes 8:30 a.m. Missionettes (Girls 5-17)

YOUEN. o 6 p.m. Rainbows (Boys & Girls 3-4)

8/09

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds
Look Good and Feel Great

3
+ Nutritional ®
Counseling & |
Venuncuded  LOSE WEIGHT WE KgOW LOWCARBS!
Quck rast w dz:’\gﬂons AND INCHES TOO 20 oFF
ST | DictInjection 1st visit only

| | DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP
“We Are Very 224_6744 OPEN: Monday - Friday

Affordable” 9:00 AM until 5:30 PM
4844 N. First, #101 » Fresno, CA 93726 « Between Shaw & Santa Ana

For a free consultation, call
our Madera Ranchos office!

559.645.4849
www.bedrockeng.com

Assolid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying * Civil Engineering * Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!

» Save money on flood insurance with an glevation certificate
« Verify your property line locations with a poundary survey

» Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment

* Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan

+ Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

8/09

Click on “Local News” at
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CHIROPRACTIC FOR HEALTH
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* ACCEPTING ALL INSURANCES * TEACHERS WELCOME *
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“Qont 681-5435 Or 323-2448 .o o

y_doc_ca@yahoo.com Insured
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Get Away to Alaska

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce is coordinating
TRAVEL TRIPS for Ranchos residents that range from a trip
to Reno to 3 cruise to Alaska next June/July.

1) Feb. or March 2010 Reno
Amtrak Snow/Fun Train for 3
days/2 nights. Ages 21 and
OVEr.

2) June/ July 2010 10 day
Alaska Cruise on Princess Cruise
Line round trip from SF. All
Ages (special programs on
board for children of all ages).

For more info call 559-474-0505 or
8/09 email Sharry Rivas at srivas@prodigy.net.

Creativity Oozes from Library

As part of the Be Creative @ Your Li-
brary theme for the Summer Reading Pro-
gram, 11 young creative residents selected
from 25 bags of “stuff” put together by the
staff to take home and create a work of art.
There were rules to follow such as no
other material could be added with the ex-
ception of glue, string, tape, staples or any
other binding material. Color could be ap-
plied and a base in which the artwork
could stand or be supported.

The art work that was returned was
returned was spectacular!

The judges awarded points based on
five criteria. The highest scoring projects
were done by Augustina Villanueva with
her “Elli the Elephant” made from toilet
paper rolls and Katie Bennett with her “La
Horse,” created from coat hangers.

We also had a writing contest in
which the author had to show creative
skill and imagination in writing an orig-
inal fiction or non-fiction story.
Nathalie Corpus received the highest
points for her story entitled, “A Trip to
the Science Lab.”

www. The Ranchos.com
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The Bookshelf

Summer Reading Program Winds Down, Ranchos Children Benefit

By Ellen Mester

It has been a wonderful summer at the library, with a record number of children
participating in the Summer Reading Program and attending the weekly events. Once
again on behalf of myself and the library staff, | want to thank the Friends of the
Ranchos Library, the Ranchos/Hills Seniors, the Golden Valley Chamber of Com-
merce and the Ranchos Kiwanis, and private donors for their continued support of
this valuable program.

All the art and writing projects have been turned in for The Be Creative @ Your
Library Summer Reading Program. The kids have done an outstanding job creating
art from a bag of “stuff.” Please stop by the library and take a look at the creativity
and imagination that is on display by our local young artists. It is incredible! Au-
gustina Villanueva’s “Elli the Elephant” made from toilet paper rolls and Katie Ben-
nett’s “La Horse” made from coat hangers ranked the highest by the panel of judges.
All the artwork is so wonderful that it made the judging difficult. The writing con-
test winner was Nathalie Corpus for her excellent story entitled “A Trip to the Sci-
ence Lab.” Congratulations to all the participants for being creative at your library.

Future Programs
We received several calls from people interested in forming a knitting group. In
order to accommodate those who work during the day we selected a time in the
evening to get together at the library. The first gathering of knitters will be on Mon-
day, Sept. 14 from 5 until 7 p.m. and every Monday afterwards with the exception of
holidays. Everyone interested in knitting is welcome. It is an opportunity to share
knowledge and knitting patterns.

Fundraising Programs
We currently have two programs that everyone can be involved in to help gen-
erate funds for the new library. The recycling program is a great way to recycle paper,
plastic and cans which help the environment, create jobs and contribute toward a
worthy cause. Drop off your recycling at the library on the first and third Tuesday of
each month. Dianna from Recycle 4 Kids picks up the recycling the next day. The
other way you can help is to pick up a S.H.A.R.E.S. card at the library. It is free!
When you use a library S.H.A.R.E.S. card at Save Mart or Food Max, 3 percent of
your purchase total goes to our new library account. This is a very direct method of
building capital. If the Ranchos community participates in either or both of these
programs, we will be on our way toward building our share of the local support that
we will need to make this dream of a new library
come true.

Book Recommendations

Adult Fiction: Shanghai Girls by Lisa See.
Pearl Chin and her younger sister May are
lovely, modern and carefree young women in
1937 Shanghai, China, considered to be the
Paris of Asia. Defying tradition, the girls
model for artists, generating income for the
family while their father gambles away his
fortune from his profitable rickshaw busi-
ness. In order to pay off his debts, the father
sells his daughters as wives to two men who
arrived from California looking for Chinese
brides. Just as the Japanese attack China
and WWII begins, the sisters must travel
overland to find a way to reach California
and their new life. The path is treacherous
but strengthens them for what lies ahead
in America — living with strangers, facing
discrimination, hardships and a Chinese traditionalism that they
had always defied. This novel takes a good look at many issues, especially fo-
cusing on the plight of the Chinese during a time when the emphasis often is
on the Japanese.

Young Adult Fiction: Crank by Ellen Hop-
kins. Kristina Georgia Snow is known as a good
student, quiet, polite and just starting her junior
year in high school. What isn’t known about her
is her alter ego, Bree, who takes chances, flirts
with disaster and ends up being controlled by
THE MONSTER. While staying with her divorced
alcoholic father over summer break, Kristina
meets Adam, her dad’s neighbor, who introduces
her to crank, otherwise known as methampheta-
mine, crystal, ice or THE MONSTER. This is when
Bree really begins to establish her hold on Kristina.
Bree continually makes dangerous choices even after

Please see LIBRARY on P. 15

DUCT
CLEANING
SERVICE
now available

be presented at time of service)

&

 SERVICE
. __CALL

(one coupon per customer - coupon MUST

______________________

gy

When honesty and quality work matter ..

Brian Padilla

Lo gessss - 675-1681

16911 Hill Drive, Madera * Financing Available O.A.C.

DON'T OVERWORK YOUR A/C THIS LABOR DAY

call Beizn’s Flzaiing
a2l Dooling For

FREE
ESTIMATES

on complete
heat a/c unit
changeouts

We do SERVICE &
WARRANTY repairs
on all makes
and models!

8/09

. Call

Click on “Local News” at




\\\0\3\‘(
N1
: pee!

8/09

To Advertise Call

645-0634

EDITORIAL cont. fromP. 3

whether the Senators burst into a
spontaneous chant of "yes, we can!"

If President Obama was truly con-
cerned with "putting an end to the
politics of the past” as he has told us
numerous times, he would take this
opportunity to do so. He would go on
national television, withdraw all cur-
rent healthcare proposals and say,
"Let's take this slow, let's listen to the
people, and let's get this right." In-
stead, he has allowed the AFL-CIO
President to call for union thugs to in-
timidate any town hall dissidents, ap-
proved a DNC attack ad that calls
concerned citizens "extremist mobs,"
and set up a White House website to
accumulate names of those spreading
"disinformation” about Obamacare.
So much for the inauguration day
pledge of choosing "unity of purpose
over conflict and discord."

Not to be outdone, the always
classy Speaker of the House, Nancy
Pelosi, demonstrated an even more di-
rect approach by asserting that these
evil protesters were carrying swastikas
into meetings. What a bold new Dem-
ocratic strategy for confronting con-
cerned constituents: call them Nazis.

As it turns out, the swastika ap-
peared on a homemade sign with a

Page 9

giant "NO" line going through it.
Mrs. Pelosi, with all due respect,
many of these folks who are protest-
ing your crusade for socialism were
among those who actually fought the
Nazis a few years back, so how about
a little respect? Furthermore, a bit of
advice: when you lead a Democrat
Party whose own platform frighten-
ingly mirrors the Nazi Party Platform
(rabid environmentalism, abortion
and euthanasia rights, nationalized
healthcare, government works proj-
ects, anti-profits, anti-big business,
animal rights, etc.), it would probably
be a wise move to limit any references
to swastikas.

It's interesting...on the campaign
trail, candidate Obama seemed to un-
derstand the significance of grass-
roots activism. He said at a September
campaign stop, "l need you to go out
and talk to your friends and talk to
your neighbors...I want you to argue
with them and get in their face...You
are my ambassadors. You guys are the
ones who can make the case."

We can assume that applied only
to those who agree with him. To
those who don't, the message is some-
what different: "try any of this at a
town hall meeting on healthcare, and
our union thugs will kick in your
teeth." Ah, the politics of hope.

CHRISTIAN MISSION CENTER
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We are A Multi-Generational Church

Wee
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8/09

www.The Ranchos.com

(at

Loren Way)
(559)32¢-11%44  centralvalleychristians.org

Kly Adult Bible Studies and Youth Group



Page 10

“While | accept that everyone
has a right to wear whatever they
choose,” | told my grandson the
other day while seated in Star-
bucks, my home away from home,
“I don’t think 1’d hire anyone with
a ring in her nose or one showing
from her belly button.”

I was referring to a young
woman at the next table who was
also wearing a rhinestone ring in
her lower lip, another from an
eyebrow, and if | understood my
grandson correctly, several more
that are not immediately visible
without an X-ray machine.

“Grandpa,” quoth my grand-
son, “you’re prejudiced. | bet you
don’t even approve of my long
hair, baggy pants or the graffiti
printed on the

by Woody Laughnan

are many other words in common
usage today that were not yet in
the dictionary back then. | mean
we did not even use them behind
the barn for fear they were so hot
they would set the hay on fire.

But returning to the practice
of young people wearing rings on
various parts of the body, I turned
to a young man seated at the next
table who wore 27 visible, and |
assume that many more that
weren’t, and inquired about the
process.

“Doesn’t it hurt to have holes
bored into you to insert the
rings?” | asked.

“Of course,” he said, “espe-
cially if the point of the ice pick
is dull the pain is excruciating. |
all but passed

back of my
Raiders jacket.”

| thought
that a cutting
remark for a grandpa?”
young man to

“Yeah,” agreed my grandson,
“you just don’t get it, do you

Luckily, from the hostile look the

out when | put
one on my do-
hickey. Like
pain  man, it
was the most!”

“Wow!” |

make to his young man who said “I just don’t replied. “I bet

elder who has

that did smart.

8/09
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always consid-
ered himself a
champion of
tolerance: sup-
porting equal
pay for women,
racial and reli-

get it was giving me, | was glad to
be seated near the entrance which
enabled me to make a fast getaway
into the waning afternoon. But | had
to admit that he was right.

| just don’t get it.

But if it hurts
so bad, why do
you do it to
yourself?”

He looked
at me in disbe-
lief.

gious equality,

“What was

a woman’s right
to choose, gay marriage, the spot-
ted owl, the endangered horny
toad and the vanishing yellow-bel-
lied sapsucker. And as painful as |
find it to be, | have even defended
the right of free speech to Rush
Limbaugh and Bill O’Reilly.

“What’s that sir? Oh, you want
to know what | think of cross
dressers?”

Well, | stand on my rights
under the Constitution not to an-
swer, but | must admit being
abashed by lewd slogans and de-
praved illustrations printed across
men’s chests. Indeed, some of
these are so explosive that if | at-
tempted to set them on my com-
puter it would go up in smoke.

In the ancient era in which |
was reared, the expression “cross
dresser” was not even in the dic-
tionary. As a matter of fact, there

that you said,
old man? Better run that by me
again because | don’t think what
you said was what | thought you
said.”

| swallowed a couple of times
and repeated myself. “If it hurts
so bad why do you do it to your-
self?”

“Man!” he said, "why do you
think we do it? You old farts just
don’t get it, do you?"

“Yeah,” agreed my grandson,
“you just don’t get it, do you
grandpa?”

Luckily, from the hostile look
the young man who said “I just
don’t get it” was giving me, | was
glad to be seated near the entrance
which enabled me to make a fast
getaway into the waning after-
noon. But | had to admit that he
was right.

| just don’t get it.

From birth to 18 years of age, Kerinna’s journey has been an interesting one. Moving from
the Ranchos to Clovis, we reflect on the community who helped keep this special girl alive, gave
encouragement through extraordinary times and provided blessings beyond imagination. We will
never forget the wonderful neighbors that picked up countless prescriptions late at night, took care
of our home while away at the hospital and blessed us with a full Christmas dinner recovering at
home from surgery. We think about the very special friends who always made time to create camp-
fire memories and the Jello salad. We remember the dear friend that provided to us a unique vac-
uum to assist in Kerinna’s lung health. The many incredible individuals and 8th grade classmates
that donated and organized a “Community Garage Sale” to help with the expenses of a fourth open-
heart surgery, traveled to UCLA Medical Center with goodies and snacks and left a huge sign in
our hotel room stating “We Love You Kerinna!™ It seems like yesterday when a gracious and hand-
some student took Kerinna to the Winter Formal. We will never forget the amazing classmates
who shared with Kerinna a special friendship from Kindergarten to Graduation that continues. An
incredible 8th Grade Class and 8th Grade Teacher that learned from one another and leaned on
one another during some very tough times. The amazing students of the 2009 Graduation Class that

live by the example of inclusion. The Adaptive PE Teacher who took a child from the sidelines and
showed her how wonderful the outdoors could be through activities. The General Education Teach-
ers and Special Education Aids that helped a student with special needs learn. And a Special Ed-
ucation Teacher who took a personal interest in helping a student who has a true love for life and
ayearning to learn to reach their own individual goal — a diploma. After four open heart surgeries,
spinal rod placement surgery, three pacemaker placements, the removal of the right inner ear due
to an embolism and countless other surgeries and hospitalizations, we realize we would not be the
same as individuals or as a family without the Ranchos; without you. You have touched our lives
in more ways than you can imagine. From the heart, thank you. We lived in the Ranchos for 21

years and we will forever remember.
Jim, Tambra and £erinna Rane.

Click on “Local News” at
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last month

One weekend
we traveled to Southern Cali-
fornia for the 25th wedding

anniversary of one of
Randy’s brothers and his
wife. We had a wonderful
time — all of Randy’s broth-
ers and their wives were
there (Randy is the oldest of
five boys), and all of his

nieces and nephews - except
Jessie, who was on a motor
trip across the United States

AyME decn’s
Reanechos
Recipes

bg Jean Briner

“souper party” at either my
sister’s or over at Steve’s,
one of my nephews. We have
a pot luck of soups, each
bringing our favorite to
share. There is always a pot
of vegetable soup and | take
a pot of split pea and some-
one brings a salad and lots of
French bread. This way the
kids get to eat a little before
they go out trick or treating
and they usually eat again

with her Nana and Austin when they get back.

who was at a Years ago,
swim meet in when | was
San  Diego. | love soup in the win- working for
Even MY ter time, but | know people R°d Stock in
youngest . downtown
brother and (my youngest sister for one Fresno, some
his wife were and Virginia here in the of us in the
there so it office) who would eat soup office would
was a nice eyvery day of the year. go down to
“family re- the Yturri
union” in ad- Hotel for
dition to the lunch and eat
anniversary party. | feel so in the dining room with the
sorry for people who don’t sheepherders. You sat at
think family is important; these long tables with the

they are missing so much. It
is their loss. | know this
doesn’t have anything to do
with recipes, but just had to
brag about how good it was
to have the family together.

A Soup Lover

I love soup in the winter
time, but I know people (my
youngest sister for one and
Virginia here in the office)
who would eat soup every
day of the year. | usually
have a pot of homemade soup
in my refrigerator ready to
warm up most of the time
when it is cold outside. On
Halloween, we have a

sheepherders, although they
usually congregated by them-
selves. Food would be served
“family style” - first big
bowls of soup, followed by
big stainless steel bowls of

salad, then vegetables, the
entrees and ending with
dessert. They prepared the

best beef barley soup | have
ever eaten and with a big
plate of their salad and
French bread that was enough
for lunch. Salads weren’t
fancy, sometimes just
chopped lettuce with a vinai-
grette dressing. When you

Please see RECIPES on P. 12

www.The Ranchos.com
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left there if you were still
hungry it was your fault. Or
does anyone remember the
Greek Restaurant that was in
the old Farmers Market in that
triangle where Divisadero &
Tulare streets meet (there is
an Office Depot there now)?
That’s where | learned to love
Lamb Shanks - they had the
best spinach salad ever. Just
spinach, a little hardboiled
egg and a vinaigrette dressing
that I wish | had the recipe
for.

Last month I told you | had
received two soup recipes
from Linda Manter. The first
one is Turkey Tortilla Soup.

Turkey Tortilla Soup

1 pkg. ground turkey meat
1 large onion — chopped

1 large can chicken broth (49 o0z.)
1 can diced tomatoes — do
not drain

3 garlic cloves, chopped

2 stalks of celery -
chopped

1 can kidney beans,
drained

4 carrots — sliced

¥% tsp ground oregano

1 % tsp cumin

Y% tsp crushed red pepper

flakes
Y% tsp black pepper
Y% tsp salt

Brown and cook meat with
onion then add the rest of the
above ingredients and simmer
for 45 minutes. Then add:

Y% pkg. frozen corn *

1/3 bunch of cilantro rough

chopped

2 large potatoes, cubed

Cook wuntil potatoes are
done. Serve with crumbled

tortilla chips or warmed tor-
tillas. If you think you need
more broth, add additional
chicken broth.

*Linda is referring to the 1
pound bag. | use these all the
time; they are cheaper than
buying the little box. Just use
what you need out of the bag
and fold the top down and se-
cure bag with a rubber band
until next time.

From Around the World
Recently lIgal Treibatch
was in the office and Randy

was telling us about the Bee-
rocks he made the night be-
fore. Igal said they reminded
him of something he makes.
Maybe sometime we can pre-
vail upon him to give us some
of his recipes. However, he
did say that his favorite salad
was “lIsraeli Salad.”

Israeli Salad

1 large cucumber

(Some people call them

English cucumber, wrapped

in cellophane in the super

maket)

6 medium sized tomatoes

1 bell pepper — seeded

1 full bunch of red radishes

(Trimmed, using red por-

tion)

1 bunch green onions

(Using only the green por-

tion)

Chop all vegetables into
about a quarter inch cubes, the
smaller the better. Mix to-
gether with 1/3 tsp salt and %
tsp black pepper. Mix in a
quarter cup Extra Virgin Olive
oil and the juice of half a
large lemon. Let this sit for
about an hour before serving.
Juices will form in bottom of
bowl. Igal said to NOT drain
those off because they are de-
licious sopped up with a piece
of French bread.

According to the Internet,
this salad is “Distinguished by
the tiny diced vegetables and
described as the ‘most well-
known national dish of Israel.’
It is widely regarded as an Is-
raeli National dish.”

Soup in the Graden

For those of you that have
a summer garden, you can lit-
erally have a pot of “summer
salad soup” in your yard. For
the soup, just boil a piece of
meat — a chunk of chuck steak
or roast or a couple of pieces
of chicken with salt and pep-
per until they are done. Take
the meat or chicken out of the
pot and add vegetables from
your garden: chopped toma-
toes, onions, zucchini, corn,
okra, maybe string beans and a
chopped up potato. Just any-
thing that you like, but of
course you wouldn’t be grow-

Please see RECIPES on P. 13
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RECIPES cont. from P. 12

ing it if you didn’t like it. Let
this simmer until all the veg-
etables or done and the broth
is the consistency you like for
soup and then add the chopped
meat. For flavor you might
want to add a can or two of
chicken broth instead of water
and there you have it, a pot of
soup all for the price of some
meat. Or, don’t use the meat
and you have a vegetarian
soup. Just remember, as in all
cooking, be sure to use sea-
soning as you go.

Well, | didn’t get to
Linda’s other soup recipe, but
I definitely will! Anything
with lentils in it has got to be
good.

This too hasn’t got any-
thing to do with my recipes,
but it is something my mother
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did with lentils. She was the
manager of the Chowchilla
High School cafeteria for 14
years and had to make daily
menus up with the supplies
that were sent to her. Having
five children, and eight grand-
kids, she knew what it meant
to fix things the kids would
eat. One day she received a
case of canned lentils! Know-

ing the kids wouldn’t eat “just
cooked lentils” she fretted
over what to do. Finally she

came up with the solution -
she ground them up and put
them in the meat and served
the kids tacos! She knew she
had done it right when the
kids started asking for sec-
onds.

OK, that is it for this
issue. Talk to you next time
but in the mean time send me
those favorite recipes!

D.O.G. cont. from P. 4

are divided among many agen-
cies or bonds being paid. When
the taxpayers are late — as |
have been a couple of times be-
cause | just forgot — or late be-
cause of not having the money
or foreclosure or whatever, the
TEETER fund pays the bonds or
the agencies the full amount
they have coming and | guess
you could say “holds the note”
on what is delinquent.

One of the reasons given for
collapsing the TEETER fund
was that in these hard times it
will take all of the funds in it to
cover the delinquencies. My is-
sues with doing this are:

1. The TEETER fund is the
golden goose about to lay a
whole carton of golden eggs and
we want to slaughter and eat her
just before she does.

2. The note we are holding
when TEETER fund money goes
out is one of the most secure
around. Eventually when some-
one sells the property the back
taxes must be paid ahead of any-
thing else to get through escrow.

Now for the GOLD part of
the deal.

3. When you are late on the
taxes a 10 percent penalty is at-
tached. If you still don’t pay in
two months another 1.5 percent
is added at the beginning of

every month until it is paid IN
FULL.

So here is the investment
tool we want to kill: If, as pre-
dicted, all of the $12 million is
needed to cover late taxes, the
fund earns $1.2 million. After
two months, and every month
thereafter, it will earn another
$180,000 per month until the
money is back in the fund. The
way | calculate it, we would be
losing the 10 percent upfront
and 18 percent per year. | wish
I could get money in something
that secure and high paying.

We are killing the goose and
future earnings to justify the
loan, to balance the budget and
to stall needed cuts within the
“CASTLE WALLS” until next
year. No one | have talked to
expects next year to be any bet-
ter; most think in just a few
months it will get a lot worse.

There is not much left to
cut out in peasant land.

How about making Madera
County government a four-day-
a-week operation? Twenty per-
cent furlough one day each
week to start and begin rebuild-
ing as soon as we can. When our
farmers see a water shortage
they cut back before it hits,
keeping only the land in produc-
tion they can support, rather
than planting the full crop and
losing it all.

www.The Ranchos.com
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LIBRARY cont. from P. 8

returning home and trying to maintain a “normal-looking” Kristina life. But THE
MONSTER keeps drawing her back to it, demanding her complete devotion. As her
life unravels at an increasingly faster pace, Kristina finally hits the proverbial brick
wall that forces her to seek help. With the help of her family and friends she puts her
life back together but THE MONSTER is always lurking nearby, waiting for her.
This story is fiction loosely based on the author’s own daughter’s experience with
crank. It is a chilling reminder of how vulnerable teens can be if personality and cir-
cumstances present themselves at a point in time. It is the one wrong decision that can

' affect their whole life. Written in verse, with interesting line breaks, this book is un-
& derstandably a big hit with teens for its gritty honesty and frank portrayal of those

who live with THE MONSTER.
A SPECIAL THANKS

Juvenile Fiction: A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle. This book was a

TO THE PEOPLE OF Newbery Medal winner in 1963 and is still popular
THE MADERA RANCHOS FOR today. The Murry family is not your ordinary Ameri-
SLIPPORTING FIRE STATION 19. can family. Both parents are scientists who work on

the secret government project involving the interest-

WE COULDN'T DO IT ing phenomenon of a tesseract, otherwise known as a

WITHOUT wrinkle in time. Unknown to his family, this wrinkle
you: allowed Mr. Murry to travel to a “dark” planet that
¢ has prevented him from returning home. For years

gi0o| they have worried and hoped that he would return
soon. Finally one day, an unexpected visitor arrives
that leads daughter Meg and the youngest son
Charles Wallace along with schoolmate Calvin
O’Keefe to travel through space and time to res-
cue Mr. Murry. It is a frightening and exciting trip
that involves physical and mental dangers that are
unimaginable.
Check out these books and more at the library and
don’t forget your library card: Don’t leave home without it!

Say you saw it in

the Janchos Independen

RE:MEMBER

Reminding ourselves what the Church is supposed to be...and our responsibilities to it !

Regular Services on Sunday:
9:30 & 11:00 AM

Flipside Liberty

at Liberty High School Theater

12:00 noon
Flipside 13
at Lucky 13 Bar in Fresno

Flipside Christian Church
37193 Avenue 12, Suite 3H
Madera, CA 93636

For more information on church activities visit our website at www.acts176.com or E-mail info@acts176.com

www. The Ranchos.com
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Golden Valley Unified School District
Superintendent, Sarah Koligian.

By Superintendent Sarah Koligian

““Upon the subject of education, not pre-
suming to dictate any plan or system respect-
ing it, 1 can only say that I view it as the most
important subject which we as a people may
be engaged in.”

Abraham Lincoln

Golden Valley Unified School District is
committed to “Growing a District of Excel-
lence”. We make every effort to live this motto
each day as we implement the District’s Strate-
gic Plan, our road map for success. The Strate-
gic Plan goals cover five core areas including

Welcome to Golden Valley 2009-2010

Instruction and Assessment, Communication,
Safety, Facilities and Finances. Our Govern-
ing Board of Trustees and staff have identified
measurable objectives for accomplishing tasks
within each of these focus areas. These goals
and objectives are the driving force behind all
decisions and actions. Our district and com-
munity take action to provide the necessary re-
sources, including time, money, personnel,
facilities, and materials so that the District’s
goals can be accomplished at high levels.

Just 10 short years ago, the Madera Ran-
chos community and staff had a dream to cre-
ate an independent, successful school district
that would offer students the highest quality
education in state-of-the-art facilities. | am
pleased to share that this dream has since be-
come a reality; administrators, teachers and
support staff have worked diligently to offer
students a challenging and rigorous curricu-
lum that actively engages students academi-
cally through  meaningful  learning
experiences. Our schools focus on developing
the “whole child” and offer a variety of extra
and co-curricular learning experiences includ-
ing character education programs such as the
“Character Counts” program.

Golden Valley Unified has defined “ex-
cellence” by achieving California Distin-
guished School Recognition for all of its
elementary, middle and high schools. Webster
Elementary and Sierra View Elementary have

both earned the prestigious state-recognized
Golden Bell Award for outstanding programs.
Golden Valley Unified teachers, support staff
and administrators have been recognized as
outstanding employees in the district and
throughout Madera County. We have one of
the highest CAHSEE passing rates in Madera
County and a very high percentage of students
who are college-bound. These are just a few
highlights of the many successes achieved in
ten short years.

Our thanks to the community for their
support on the successful passage of Measure
G and Measure S school facility bonds which
provided the means to construct our state of
the art Liberty High School, Ranchos Middle
School, and to modernize existing sites. When
we first became a district in 1998 our motto
was, “Watch Us Grow.” Not only have we
grown but we have been able to weather
through some very challenging fiscal storms
and not only survive, but thrive during these
difficult times. We will continue to be wise
stewards of our most precious resource, our
children, while maintaining fiscal viability
and continuing to “Grow a District of Excel-
lence.”

“Never doubt that a small, committed
group of citizens can change the world, indeed
it is the only thing that has.”

Margaret Mead
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Sierra View Sees
Improvements

Sierra View Elementary School en-
joyed some nice improvements over the
summer. A new HVAC unit was in-
stalled in the Sierra View Multipurpose
Room because of a $50,000 donation
from community members Joyce and
Kirby Smith. Girls Scout Troop 145
helped beautify the Sierra View office
with some colorful flower boxes. It was
a job well done.

HAWKS ‘09 FOOTBALL
SCHEDULE

Fri 11/20/09 CIF Playoffs 7:00PM
Fri 11/27/09 CIF Playoffs 7:00PM
Fri 12/04/09 CIF Playoffs 7:00PM
Fri 12/11/09 CIF Playoffs 7:00PM

Varsity Football

Fri 08/28/09 *Scrimmage - Madera South 6 PM

Fri 09/04/09 Coast Union 7PM
Fri 09/11/09 (@, Tmmanuel 7:30PM
Fri 09/25/09 (@ Fowler 7:30PM
Fri 10/02/09 Kerman 7PM
Fri 10/09/09 @ Dos Palos 7PM
Fri 10/16/09 Yosemite 7PM
Fri 10/23/09 (@ Washington Union 7PM
Fri 10/30/09 Sierra 7PM
Fui 11/06/09 Chowchilla 7PM
Fri 11/13/09 @ Coalinga 7PM

Junior Varsity Football

Fri 08/28/09 *Scrimmiage - Madera South 5 PM

Fri 09/04/09 Coast Union 5PM
Fri 09/11/09 @ Tmmanuel 5PM
Fri 09/25/09 (@ Fowler 5PM
Fri 10/02/09 Kerman 5PM
Fri 10/09/409 @ Dos Palos 5PM
Fri 10/16/09 Yosemite 5PM
Fri 10/23/09 (@ Washington Union SPM
Fri 10/30/09 Sietra 5PM
Fri 11/06/09 Chowechilla 5PM
Fri 11/13/09 @ Coalinga 5PM

Freshman Football

Fri 08/28/09 *Scrimmage - Madera South 4 PM

Thu 10/15/09 Kerman 5SPM
Thu 10/22/09 Chowchilla 6 PM
Thu 11/05/09 (@ Chowchilla 6 PM
Thu 11/12/09 @ Kerman 5PM

www.The Ranchos.com
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House Need Cleaning? PAINTING CONTRACTOR

AAA CHORES & MORE
559-718-9605

HOUSE/SPRING CLEANING
ANIMAL SITTING TOO!

TEXTURED COATING « PAINTING
VINYL SIDING « VINYL WINDOWS
ROOFING

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 6454113

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST
INSURED

FRANK KRAMER LIC. #273099

VELVET TOUCH

CAR WASH
& DETAIL

37075 AVE. 12 « MADERA RANCHOS

645-6630

B.M.T.

Computer Repair
(559? 917-4507

» Sales & Service

* In-Home Service

Sé Habla Espafiol
Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.

Retired FPD 26 yr. Certifications:
Ca. Lic.#79328 A+/Network +

Microsoft Cerified Pro

Interior & Exterior
SNCE
1980 I
Specializing in Re-

paints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,

Redashing & Ac-
BONDED & coustical Removal
INSURED

LIC. #589140 Color Matching

Interlocking Pavers
nothing outlasts pavers!
www.rlacyinterlockpavers.com

442-1999

Lic. #306511

Jo-De DRILLING

& TRACTOR SERVICE
HARDPAN DRILLING

674-7770

NOLARAINE:
y ) N
Relenos!
Mobile Notary and
Loan Document Signing

Daytime « Evening « Weekends

Diana J. Tucker

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties

381-5879

HIGH QUALITY
GATE SYSTEMS

559-454-8060

ROGER PRATER
CONCRETE

Residential & Commercial
38 years experience
Lic. # 599235

(559) 645-0911
(559) 645-0916

Tom Kellner
owner/broker

Kellner & Sons" Properties

Residential Sales
Real Estate Investments
License Training

Cell 706-3162

office 559—297—3770
fax 559—297—3776

_@Jar’f /'/)Z'Ofogralalqy

Salfery & Unigue S5l

* Professional
photography

+ Personalized
unique gifts

« Gift certificates

645-1918

www.hartsphotographs.com

BUSINESS - AUTO
FIOME + FARM
HEALTH
ATony
Garcia
645-1792x
341-2002.
431-3072w
Lic. #0G11001

Valley Ag Insurance

tony@valleyagins.com

+ A/C SERVICE

Ranchos Auto Repair

& Chuck’s Transmission

645-4475

& Lonas Del Valle

Specializing in Awnings
Recovers « Repairs Tarps * Lonas

559-313-8407

License #B0006328

LiC. #837274

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification
Locally owned a&
and operated! =

CERTIFIED ARBORIST
o Artful Pruning
* Removals
* Disease
Management

645-TREE

SsB733)

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

MARION POOL

SERVICE & REPAIR
» Weekly Service

o Full Service

* Equipment

o Supplies

* Residential « Commercial

+ Locally Owned

251-2514 351-1605 645-4799

cell after5p.m.

[0)i[o

MZC

+ Industrial
+ General
+Farm
+ Mig
+ Tig
« Stick
+ Certified
+ Portable

Welding & Fabrication

call JERRY CLARK - 706-3865

Valley Green
Hydroseeding

Wayne Jones

Business Pager
645-8528 489-7859

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Ever Growing For Your Needs

B&M
Auto & Truck Parts

Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

|:| Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00
|:| Madera Ranchos Plaza

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

Motorcycle & ATV
Repairs

A Division of Premiere Powersports, Ing.

AUTHORIZED DEALER

Hwy. 99 and Ave. 12

645-4545

KNIGHT & DAY
COMPUTERS

= NEW AND USED LAPTOPS «
* PRINTERS « PARTS «

645-0122

repairs experience

Click on “Local News” at
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Clark’s Performance
* GM,H1 & ASE Ma.fter Cem:ﬁed

* Hot Rod Customizing &'i.owering

Jeff Clark

645-1578

A
Dellptthal
ot

Beauty Salon, Hair, Nails,
Pedicures & Gifts
6AaA45-8323

37164 AVE. 12 103
MADERA RANCHOS

CARTER DRYWALL

SERVICE, INC.

Callusforall

your drywall needs

645-1914

Lic. #393449

FLOORING &
HOMSE REPAIR

laminate « hardwood ¢ baseboards
crown molding * more!

light painting & plumbing
experienced & reliable

S.B. Walker

flooring & home repair

PLDSIDPY

cont. lic. #687479

for MORE sales tomorrow call

HEATHER COFFEY
o* JEAN BRINER

Today!

(559) 645-0634
The Ranchos Independent

Since 1984
Eileen Tiso - Owner

Property Management Available
559-645-1102

36754 Ave. 12#101 « Madera, CA 93636

« LOT DISCING « SAND « GRAVEL «
* ROC < BASE ROC < GRADING =
* HOUSE PADS *DRIVEWAYS «

* COBBLES « HUMUS = BAR =

CALL BOB

289-1743

Carpet — Tile — Aggregate — Upholstery
Foreclosure Cleaning
Residential - Commercial Cleaning

Emergency Water Removal

Tile & Stone Surfaces

Pet Stain & Odor Removal

Grout Cleaning & Sealing
Licensed — Insured - Bonded

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL
EXTERIOR
INTERIOR

“We cover
your
problems!”
Gerald Scheffing
Painting

674-2320

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Despite your Aries penchant for wanting to tackle a problem head-on,
you might want to take a little more time to see how a current situation develops. It could surprise you.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Taking on the role of peacemaker in a disruptive environment is a
challenge. But you can do it. Just continue to have the same faith in yourself that so many others have in you.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Although your work schedule keeps you busy, you should make time
to start preparing for that important upcoming family event you'll want to celebrate in a special way.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Home is where the Moon Child wants to be early in the week. But by
week's end, a chance to travel raises her or his excitement level, and that of the lucky person who gets
to go along.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Be careful not to be a copycat when dealing with someone who uses
unfair or even unkind methods to reach a goal. As always, do the right thing the right way, and you'll
win in the end.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) An offer could have many good things attached to it that
are not apparent at first glance, including a chance to move into another career area. You might want
to check out its possibilities.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) With responsibilities surging both in the workplace
and in the home, it's important to prioritize how you deal with them. Be patient. Pressures will begin
to ease starting early next week.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) A positive reaction to a suggestion could indicate that
you're on track for getting your message to the right people. Devote the weekend to catching up with
the special people in your life.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) A new attitude from those in charge could make
things difficult for you unless you can accept the changes without feeling as if you're being pressured
into doing so.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Family matters once again dominate much of the
week. But don't neglect your workplace duties while you deal with them. An offer to help could come
from a surprising source.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) A difficult workplace situation begins to ease, but
there are still matters that need to be dealt with before it's fully resolved. There's also a more positive
turn in domestic relationships.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Don't let yourself be rushed into making a decision about
an intriguing financial arrangement. Asking questions and checking it out now could pay off in a big
way later on.

Born this Week.

You mig[»t have a tendency to be more than abit Judgmental,
but others understand it comes from A warm, loving heart.

(c) 2009 King Features Synd., Inc.

www. The Ranchos.com
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Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all directions -
forward, backward, up, down and diagonally
Mondays unlisted clue hint: CAPITAL OF IRAQ

Babylon Istanbul New York
Beijing Jericho Paris
Carthage Larsa Rome
Cordova London Thebes

2009 King Features, Inc.

Tokyo
Uruk
Xiadu

By Fifi Rodriguez

1. GEOGRAPHY: What is the largest desert
in the world, outside of polar regions?

2. MATH: What is the square root of 2567
3. HISTORY: During the Great Depression
of the 1930s, what were the makeshift
camps of homeless people called?

4. PERSONALITIES: What 1980s fitness
entrepreneur wrote the “Never-Say-Diet
Book"?

5. MOVIES: Who was originally cast to
play Inspector Clouseau in "The Pink Pan-
ther"?

6. FIRSTS: In what year were women offi-
cially allowed to run in the Boston
Marathon?

7. GEOGRAPHY: Where is the headquar-
ters of NATO located?

8. LITERATURE: Which famous artist
served as a correspondent for Harpers'
Weekly magazine during the Civil War?
9. TELEVISION: What television sitcom
family lived at 1313 Mockingbird Lane?
10. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who served as the
16th president of the United States?

Answers

ujoouIn weyelqy ‘0t
LSIBISUNIAl YL, 6
JBWOH MOJSUIA '8
wnifjag ‘sjessnig “L
¢L6T 9
'S13]|9S 1819 0} JUSM 3[0J pes|
3y "Ino paddoip oym ‘Aounsn Jaled ‘G
suowiwiIS pleyory v
(49n00H
JUBpISald 1314 Paeu) S|[IAJIBAOOH '€
9T ¢
©OLJY YMON Ul Masa( eseyes ayl ‘T
(c) 2009 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Super Cr
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19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30
31 32 33
34 [35 36 |37 38 [39 |40 41 |42
43 44 45 46 47
48 49 |50 51 52 53 54 |55
56 57 58 |59 60
61 62 63 64
65 66 |67 68
69 |70 [71 72 73 74 |75 |76
77 78 79 |80 Ell 82
83 84 85 |86 87
88 89 90 91 92
93 94 |95 [96 97 |98 100
101 102
104|105 [106 107 [108 [109 112 [113 [114
115 116 118
119 120 122
123 124 126
© 2009 King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved
ACROSS 53 Merino 89 Actress 2 Sitarist 39 Highfalutin' 77 Hint
1 Had male MacGraw Shankar headgear 79 Slezak or
kittens? 54 Emulate 90 Get the 3 Demonic 40 “— Dooley” Eleniak
5 Frolic Arachne soap off 4 Concoct ('58 hit) 80 Jeroboam
9 Elsie's 56 Summarize 92 “Sea Hunt" 5 Bookstore 41 Actress contents
appendage 57 Rocker shocker section Maureen 82 Office
14 Gather Morrisen 93 Part 3 of 6 Ken or 42 Sorbo or seeker, for
19 Come 58 “Gracious remark Lena Spacey short
unglued mel” 101 —G. 7 Dissolve 43 Deface 84 Eastern
20 Spreadina 60 Actress Carroll 8 Seal school 47 Elfin “Way"
tub Wendy 102 Mrs. Charlie 9 Open Old 49 “The Bells” 86 Primate
21 Sib's kid 61 Dignified Chaplin Glory monogram 91 Flew the
22 Send the calm 103 Ferris- 10 Fuel 50 Bad coop
money 63 Writer Bret wheel unit choice 52 Showed 94 Refer (to)
23 Tel — 64 Church 104 End of 11 Lions' lairs one's 95 Bank
24 Balmy instrument remark 12 “Behold!" to feelings employee
25 Build a 65 Part2 of 110 Texas town Brutus 54 Sorcerer 96 Court
barrier remark 115 Tycoon 13 Virginia — 55 Unit of 97 —bag
26 Where 69 With 29 116 Time on the 14 Mideastern work 98 Lamented
Athenians Down, throne tongue 59 Univ. 99 Conflict
assembled “Touched 117 Word with 15 Word form tests 100 Starting
27 Combative by an pad or for “great” 60 Piglet's point
29 Speaker of Angel” star powder 16 Run — papa 104 Hoskins in
remark at 72 Leases 118 Equipment (lose 62 Practice “Hook"
34 Across 73 Gives in to 119 Disintegrate control) boxing 105 Puzzle part
31 Sloth or gravity 120 Football's 17 Father 63 — u| 106 Like kids at
anger 77 Not as Herber 18 Show- (detained) Christmas
32 Bone-dry messy 121 Frank or stopper 66 Imitation 107 Certain
33 Lubricate 78 Bk. loan Francis 28 Pewter gold sandwich
34 Start of 79 53 Across' 122 Peruvian base 67 Feature 108 Architect
remark mate Indian 29 See 69 68 Crusader Saarinen
43 Dogpatch's 81 Rock's — 123 Gardening Across kingdom 109 Hughes’
Daisy — Trick tool 30 Card game 69 St. Andrews milieu
44 Inventor 83 Like Yale's 124 Elbowed 32 “Carmen” clod 110 Top-notch
Howe walls 125 Dandelion, setling 70 Writer 111 Lion’s pride
45 — 84 — for one 34 Bet Wharton 112 Jocular
Grande degree 126 Playwright 35 Ergo 71 Recline Jay
46 Chop 85 Day or Coward 36 Master 74 “Now I've 113 Teddy
48 Bronte's “— Duke Twist got you!” trim
Grey" 87 Yaphet of DOWN 37 Isinglass 75 Lorre or 114 Evangelist
51 More “Homicide” 1 Scary 38 Thiss and Lely Roberts
aloof 88 Saucepan Stoker thaat 76 Gorged 117 Observed
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STOCK cont. from P. 5

Education. On my behalf | want to
thank Sally and her staff for all of
the help they gave Golden Valley and
are there still if we need them. Sally
spoke to the students in the audience
and complemented them on their ac-
ademic achievements.

Bruce Blair, who was the found-
ing Golden Valley School Board
President, spoke about the chal-
lenges that the first school board
members faced as they put together
a school district. Bruce has said that
| was his inspiration and | was think-
ing that the first school board were
all so young and had so much energy
and such wonderful ideas that | felt,

and still feel, blessed to have been
working with them. Bruce spoke
about how the community passed the
Measure G Bond and made it possi-
ble to buy 132 acres. By adding the
28 acres that Madera Unified had al-
ready bought but never built on,
Golden Valley had the acreage to
build both Liberty High School and
the new Ranchos Middle School.
When people asked Bruce why we
were doing what we were doing he
always responded, “Why not?” |
would like to take this time to thank
Bruce for speaking for all of us five
first school board members. You did
a good job Bruce!

Sarah Koligian finished up by
saying she had watched our district

and saw how committed the commu-
nity was to have the best schools for
their children before she decided to
apply for the job of Golden Valley
Unified. She is proud to be the su-
perintendent of both elementary
schools, Webster and Sierra View,
that both have become California
Distinguished schools. And just last
year both Liberty High and Ranchos
Middle Schools also received this
honor from the state of California.
She is proud that Golden Valley of-
fers its students the highest quality
education in state-of-the-art facili-
ties. Sarah likes to quote anthropolo-
gist Margaret Mead who said,
“Never doubt that a small group of
thoughtful, committed people can

WATER cont. from P. 6

and much larger unit, fed by seawater,
was constructed. Mekorot’s expertise
with desalination and subsequent rem-
ineralization means that the local drink-
ing water tastes much like good bottled
water. The quality is very high, not at all
what one might expect of “treated sea-
water.”

Stops on Wednesday included a
Kibbutz operated entirely on locally de-
salinated water, two different brackish
wells being treated sufficiently for use
as irrigation water and the largest tropi-
cal fish hatchery in Israel. These are
salt-water fish for the pet industry and
this facility is shipping 900,000 fish per
month, providing a welcome expansion
to the area’s limited economic engine.

Our last stop of the day was purely
recreational as we swam in the Dead
Sea right at sunset with the temperature
still hovering at 105 degrees. The buoy-
ancy created by the extreme saltiness of
the water is hard to describe. It’s almost
like floating on, rather than in, the
water. Just be careful. Don’t get it in
your eyes, and wash it off your body
when you get out, or be prepared to feel
the burn!

We overnighted in Ashkelon and
spent the early morning Thursday tour-
ing the largest operating desalination
plant in Israel. It produces over 70 mil-
lion gallons of high-quality drinking
water each day for five years, supply-
ing about 15 percent of Israel’s domes-
tic water demand and relieving the
demand on the Sea of Galilee. Its twin
will go into operation north of Tel Aviv
later this year and an even larger plant
is slated to come online further north on
the coast in the Spring of 2010. Seawa-
ter desalination is the future of Israel’s

domestic water supply, up to 100 per-
cent as their demand grows and the re-
liability of the Sea of Galilee remains
subject to the weather cycle.

Leaving the desalination plant, we
were met by a pair of Mekorot engi-
neers who described for us the ground-
water recharge system created by
Mekorot to dispose of a portion of the
treated effluent from the Ashkelon
wastewater treatment plant (WWTP), as
well as to make beneficial use of a por-
tion of local river flow before it is lost
to the Mediterranean. We then visited
the Ashkelon WWTP itself and learned
about the various pilot projects that are
under way to treat effluent to very high
levels, allowing it to be reused in more
varied ways.

One of these pilot projects involves
spreading the treated effluent on the
ground and allowing it to percolate
through soil for 100 days. A ring of
monitoring and recovery wells around
the spreading site assures that the efflu-
ent is contained and is then pumped
back to the surface after its 100-day
treatment period in the soil. The results
of this pilot are very encouraging. Not
only does the final effluent show ex-
tremely low levels of biological con-
taminant (well below California’s Title
22 standards) but test results indicate re-
moval of certain pharmaceutical com-
pounds to “non detectable” levels.
Pharmaceuticals are an area of concern
here as we seek to make better use of
treated effluent and this pilot project
may provide one direction for additional
local research in this country.

Thursday night we heard presenta-
tions from nearly a dozen start-up tech-
nology companies based in Israel,
focusing on various aspects of water
reclamation and treatment. Several of

these ventures are parts of business in-
cubators similar to the one operated by
California State University, Fresno and
have been developing their technolo-
gies and business capacities in hopes of
winning investment capital and enter-
ing the international marketplace.
Many exciting ideas were on display
including new concepts for water sys-
tems control, brackish water desalina-
tion, brine stream management,
evaporation and many more. If suc-
cessfully launched, these businesses
could bring their new technologies to
California, benefitting our own water
industry directly.

On Friday, our delegation spent the
day in the Old City in Jerusalem, a short
drive from Tel Aviv. There are few
words to describe Jerusalem, being such
a centerpiece of history and the focal
point of three major world faiths. Suf-
fice to say that it would not have been a
trip to Israel with the opportunity to at
least visit this much-storied place. Then
it was back to the hotel for a quick
change of clothes and on to the airport
for the 25-hour flight home. Long and
arduous, but exciting in so many ways.
We were left energized by what the Is-
raelis are doing with water and how we
might apply those principles here in our
Valley.

We are now charged with dissemi-
nating the information gained in our
visit in order to help educate others as
to what we saw and experienced. One
can’t argue with what we saw, or the ef-
ficiency of the way they use water, and
in many respects their management sys-
tems and technology can only be envied
by us at this time. The key words here
are “at this time.”

We did reach the moon! Can we
reach our water?

www.The Ranchos.com
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change the world. Indeed it’s the
only thing that ever has.” Thank you
Sarah when you stepped into the
Golden Valley Unified Superinten-
dent job; you continued to keep the
Golden Valley dream alive. Also
thank you Sarah for putting together
such a nice 10 Year Anniversary Cel-
ebration and ribbon cutting cere-
mony for Ranchos Middle School. It
is one of those memories that | will
treasure.

I can’t believe that fall is almost
here. I was told there are just 130
days to Christmas and this was on
Aug. 16. The next school board
meetings are on Sept. 8 and 22 at the
Liberty High library at 6 p.m. Hope
to see you there.

Ranchos Martial
Arts Master Again
In Hall of Fame

Local Martial Arts Master Dave John-
son was inducted into the Masters Hall of
Fame Saturday, Aug. 8 in Long Beach, Calif.

The Masters Hall of Fame event was a
star studded event as the stars came out to
honor the Masters Hall of Fame Inductees
who have spent their life in the betterment of
the Martial Arts community. The Masters
Hall of Fame success is predicated on a long
held tradition in the Martial Arts of respect-
ing and honoring leadership in the Martial
Arts community.

Master Johnson was presented the “Pi-
oneer Award” in recognition of being the
FIRST martial artist in history to develop a
complete self-defense training program
available 24/7 via the internet, thereby serv-
ing the entire Global Community.

Master Johnson is also credited with de-
veloping the Elite Martial Art of “Sei Ei Do”
that is taught locally and practiced world-
wide through his online course. Johnson is
also credited for helping to develop many
local community youth programs including
Fresno’s P.A.L. Martial Arts Program under
Chief Jerry Dyer.

This is Master Johnson’s second Hall of
Fame induction. He was inducted into the
“World Martial Arts Hall of Fame” in 1996,
where he was named “Master Instructor of
the Year.”

Master Johnson owns and operates
Golden Valley Martial Arts, is employed by
National University as the Director of Cen-
ter Operations and spends what little spare
time he has acting. He recently starred in
“Nine to Five Ninja” and will appear in the
soon to be released thriller “Stricken.”
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able and referrals to medical providers and commu-
nity services, if needed, can be made. Their health
screenings of adults, age 50 and OVER, at the center
result ONLY when they receive your calls. If you are
interested in taking advantage of their services, call
Carla or Melody at 675-7893 to make an appoint-
ment.

Our members and friends go out to breakfast,
lunch or dinner ata different place each month to cel-
ebrate birthdays and anniversaries. September birth-
days and anniversaries will be celebrated with a
luncheon on Saturday, Sept. 19 at 11:30 am. at the
Japanese Kitchen, Shaw at Willow in Clovis. On Sat-
urday, Aug. 22 we celebrated at the West Shaw Siz-
Zler in Fresno. In July we had 34 members whowent
to Black Bear Restaurant in Madera. If you want to
come, eat and have some fun, you are welcome to
joinus!

Ifyouare newto the area, lonely or have just lost
aspouse, we welcome you to come in to see us. \We
are here for you and many of our members have
surely experienced your same situation so please call
us at 645-4864.

Senior Thought of the Day
Remember: while money talks, chocolate sings!

In the senior years, many need someone to
laugh with, so come join our Thursday evening
potlucks with games played afterward. There isa lot
of fun here and remember laughter is good for your
body and soul and being happy does not mean every-
thing is perfect — it means you have decided to see
beyond the imperfections.

More Factsand Fun

Anutritionally balanced lunch program Mon-
day through Friday at 11:30 a.m. Suggested price
for 60 years and older is $1.75. Reservations are
needed a day in advance so remember to call Joann
at 645-4864. \\e have a growing exercise program
being held on Mondays, \Wednesdays and Fridays
10:15t0 11:30am. The participants are getting more

than just exercise by attending. They have fun and
share laughs. There is room for you and you may at-
tend all three days or just one or two of them. After
lunch on Tuesdays there is an opening for apinochle
player. If you enjoy playing pinochle yourself or
know of someone else who would like tofill this va-
cancy please call Joann at 645-4864. The Line Danc-
ing class has been suspended for the summer
however we have started a new craft session on
Thursday at 12:30 p.m. If you would like to leam to
knitor crochet here is your opportunity to leam while
having fun. Next project will be sweatshirts. Card
BINGO meets on Fridays, noon to 1 p.m. We have
alarge group, but there is always room for one more
—you! Fill your car with your friends or neighbors as
they will enjoy finding newv friends here, too. Come
inand check these classes out.

Upand Coming Events
Saturday, Sept. 19, 11:30 am., Japanese
Kitchen, Shaw at Willow, Clovis
Oct. 17, 11:30am., Famesi’s, Madera
Nov. 14 11 am., Olive Garden, 389 East Shaw
Awve,, Fresno

Weekly Events

Monday through Friday Lunch Program, 11:30

am. Reservations needed, call Joann at 645~

4864.

Monday; Exercise Class, 10:15—-11:30am.

Tuesday, Pinochle, noon until?

Wednesday, Exercise Class, 10:15—11:30am.

Thursday, 12:30 p.m. Crafts and lots of fun

Thursday, 6 to 9 p.m. Potluck then Hand &

Foot, Pinochle or other games. Please bring

your own plate and silverware

Friday, Exercise Class, 10:15—-11:30am.

Friday, Card BINGO, noon—1 p.m.

Please feel free to come in and visit our Sen-
ior Center and get acquainted with our members.
We welcome you to come and be one of us as our
organization offers and promotes social, educa-
tional and civic activities in order to provide a bet-
ter quality of life for all senior citizens. You have
received an invitation. Hope to see you soon?

SAVE ENERGY!

BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME! REDUCE STREET NOISE!
Nothing increases energy efficiency while reducing out-
side noise like award-winning Milgard replacement windows.
Locally made and serviced, Milgard offers an industry leading
lifetime guarantee. If your home is ready for a makeover, call
Madera Glass & Mirror, your certified Milgard dealer today.

Clearly a beautiful offer

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

599-6/3-3533

Madera Glass & Mirror Co. » 1825 Howard Rd, Madera

There are three ways of producing seeds:

The% “F-1 hybrids” are hand-pollinated,
ar Bn often sterile, and used by commercial
y
Bug Seeds &owersto control productivity;
e

Bioengineered seeds have had

W their DNA changed — fish genes
= spliced into a tomato’s, for example,
- to enhance certain traits;
i Open-pollinated (“heirloom”)
seeds are pollinated by plants,
: animals, or the wind,
producing plants that have
biodiversity (vary widely in
genetic traits).

© 2009 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.
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Real Estate

Nancy Watson

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

645-5000

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 20
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 8/09

DAVID PARKER

Realtor Associate

www.davidparker.info

490-1989

A ranchos resident for 20 years, | am a full-time professional agent dedicated to
serving our community’s Real Estate needs. Allow me to show you how stress-free sell-
ing or buying a home can be. | worry with the details so YOU don’t have to! Call me
today or visit me on the Web and allow me to demonstrate how | can serve you.  8/09

8/09

www.The Ranchos.com
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Tips for Kids Starting School

By Chinayera Black-Hardaman

The first day of school has already come
for many kindergarteners — being both exciting
and overwhelming for many young children.
Your child is learning a new routine, becoming
familiar with a new place and meeting new peo-
ple. By taking steps to prepare your child for his
or her new experience, you can help to make
your child’s transition to school an adventure in-
stead of a mystery. First 5 Madera County pro-
vides the following tips to help you make your
child’s transition to kindergarten as smooth as
possible and prepare him or her for success in
school.

Take Steps to Prepare

Take care of entrance requirements. Chil-
dren entering public school for the first time in
California must be up-to-date on all immuniza-
tions and must have completed a dental exam.
For children starting

to develop decision-making skills by providing
opportunities for him or her to make choices
within daily activities. For example, you can ask
your child to pick which outfit to wear or which
healthy snack to eat.

Make breakfast a habit. Children have
more energy to stay focused and learn when they
start the day with a wholesome meal. Making a
nutritious breakfast part of your child’s morning
routine can also help him or her have an easier
time adjusting to school.

Practice school skills. Help your child get
ready for school by getting him or her ac-
quainted with regular school activities. Have
your child practice using school supplies, writ-
ing his or her name, lining up and carrying a
lunch tray to become ready to do these tasks
each day.

Review numbers, colors, shapes and the al-
phabet. Practice counting, spotting colors and
shapes and naming familiar letters and sounds
to help your child brush up on these concepts
and be ready to use

kindergarten who have
not yet filled these re-
quirements, more in-
formation is available

County at (559) 661-
5155.

Talk to your child
about school. Have

activities.

Encourage independence. Help
your child to develop decision-making
from First 5 Madera SKills by providing opportunities for
him or her to make choices within daily

them in the classroom.

First 5 Madera
County encourages all
parents and caregivers
to learn about local re-
sources that can help
their young children.
For more information,
please call 559-661-

conversations  with
your child about his or her expectations for
school and what the new daily schedule will be
like. Children who know what to expect at
school are less nervous on the first day and be-
yond.

Visit the school in advance. Visit the class-
room so your child can see where he or she will
be going to class. If your child’s teacher is avail-
able, meeting him or her can also help your child
feel more comfortable.

Prevent fear of separation. Plan for your
child to spend supervised time away from you
before going to school. Whether at day care or
with friends and family members, this will help
your child be less anxious about being apart
from you.

Encourage independence. Help your child

5155.

Chinayera Black-Hardaman is Ex-
ecutive Director of First 5 Madera
County. Research shows that a child’s
brain develops most dramatically in the
first five years and what parents and
caregivers do during these years to sup-
port their child’s growth will have a
meaningful impact throughout life.
Based on this research, California vot-
ers passed Proposition 10 in 1998,
adding a 50 cents-per-pack tax on cig-
arettes to support programs for expec-
tant parents and children ages 0 to 5.
First 5 Madera County distributes
Prop. 10 revenues to programs and
services that meet local needs.

HOME OWNERS « CONTRACTORS « PARTIES - COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL

559-438-1100

11116 HWY 41 - Madera (Rolling Hills) 8109
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Classified

Alteration Services

Madlin's Alterations - 35
years experience - Tailoring,
repairs and leathers. Fast
service. NEW ADDRESS &
PHONE NUMBER: 36733 Ave.
12. Call 559-645-4583.

Business Opportunity

For Rent - Booth Rental at
the Beauty Club - Manicurist
$200 per month; Stylist $400
per month; Message Room
available $400 per month.
Call Irma at645-6565.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room
additions, barns and patios. Call
559-970-4476 or 559-645-4033.

Day Care Services

Robyn's Day Care now has open-
ings for students 6 wks to 13 years.
Call Robyn at 645-5047.

For Rent

For Rent - 5BR/3BA on 2 1/2
Acres, 3,000 sg. ft. newer home
$2,000 per mo. Call 999-9005.

For Rent - Horse Property -
3BR/2 BA on 10 acres. 3 stall
horse barn. $1,800 per month.
Call 999-9005.

For Rent - 3BR/2BA - With pool
on 1/2 acre. $1,700 per month.
Call 999-9005.

For Sale

For Sale - USED BRICKS - Ex-
cellent condition, $0.90/per brick.
Call John at 559-974-2117.

For Sale - Antique quality furni-
ture, dishes and much more. Call
645-1770.

For Sale - All New Queen PILLOWTOP
Matt/Box In Package. Cost $700 Sacrifice
$225. Call 277-2511.

For Sale - BDRM SET - Solid Cherry-

wood! Sleigh Bed, Nightstand, Dresser,
Chest, Dovetailed Drawers! Cost $8k Sac-
rifice $1,750. New in Boxes! Call 438-
0248.

For Sale - $350 King PILLOWTOP
Matt/Box, Never Used In Plastic. Cost
$900 Sacrifice $350. Call 275-8813.

For Sale - Pool Table - Solid Wood, 1"
Slate, Leather Pockets, Never Used W/Ex-
tras. Cost $5K Sacrifice $4,375. Can De-
liver. Call 438-0248.

For Sale - DINING ROOM SET -
Beautiful Solid Cherrywood, Double
Pedestal Table W/2 Leaves, 6 Chairs,
China Cabinet With Touch Lighting.
Never Used. Cost $8k Sacrifice $1,775.
Matching Buffet $450. Call 277-2511.

Group Forming

A local Christian Business
Group is being formed in
the Ranchos. The group,
made up of local business
people, will meet for lunch
and discuss biblical princi-
ples as they relate to modern
life, specifically in the Ran-
chos. Lunch will be held at
the Ranchos Cafe on the sec-
ond Friday of each month.
The next meeting will be
Friday, Sept. 14 at 11:30
a.m. For more info call Bob
at 324-1144 or Randy at
645-0634.

Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor specializ-
ing in both continuous and
standard rain gutters. General
Contractor - Repair Mainte-
nance. 29 years working in the
area. Call 559-822-2759.

Handyman Services

O. HANDYMAN - Need fans in-
stalled, sprinklers, light electrical,
plumbing, or any handyman
chores? Call Ohan for free esti-
mates. 559-645-4583.

Home/Yard/Ranch Services

NEED AFFORDABLE, BUT RELI-
ABLE HOME, YARD OR RANCH
HELP? Landscaping, hauling, tree and
brush trimming/removal, home im-
provement, general labor, etc. Call
Luke today! 559-367-5881.

Housecleaning Services

House Cleaning Service - Have your
house Spring-cleaned all year long. Ex-

perience, responsible, honest. Fair
prices. Call 363-2615.
House/Spring Cleaning. Move

in/move out cleaning. Animal sitting.
House sitting. Weekly or biweekly.
References available. Call Cheryl at
AAA Chores & More. 559-718-9605.

GO FIGURE!! by LindaThistie

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive
at the figures given at the bottom
and right-hand columns of the
diagram by following the arith-
metic signs in the order they are
given (that is, from left to right
and top to bottom). Use only the
numbers below the diagram to
complete its blank squares and
use each of the nine numbers
only once.

X - 20
i B B
+ + 21

X — 7
g HE H
2345678909

© 2009 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

Painting Services

Painting Services - 40 years of
experience. Licensed and in-
sured. Frank Kramer Exteriors.
Lic. #273099. Call 645-4113.

Tractor Services

Tractor work, discing, rototilling,
weed cutting. Bobcat work,
drilling post holes, trees, trench-
ing and clean ups. Call Neal at
645-1200 or 285-8211.

Tractor work, house pads,
lot leveling, driveways,
trenching, concrete work
and underground utilities in-
stalled. Call 559-970-4476
or 559-645-4033.

Window Cleaning Services

Window cleaning special.
Most windows $5 inside/out.
Screen, track and sills in-
cluded. Hard water stain and
cobweb removal available.
Fully insured. Call Nick at
285-1723. Free estimates.
by Linda Thistle
5 8 3
7 9 1 8
3 2|6
3 7 5
115 2
6 4
9/6|3 A
7 6 2
1 5(3
Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.
€ 2009 King Features Synd., Inc.

Click on “Local News™ at
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PUBLIC NOTIGE

Last Chance!

PG&E is still getting closer to selecting a path for their
high-power transmission lines

and the Madera Ranchos issiua PRIME LOCATION

for nlacement of the lines. :
You can still make an
impact on PG&E.

Ii you didn't yet a chance to SIGN A LETTER 1o tell the Power
company just how you feel, there are @ liMited numhber of.

copies of the letter still available at the colden
Valley Chamher of Commerce at 37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos.

ranchos.community@gmail.com




