
By Don A. Wright

Because it is one of the ele-
mental needs of life on earth,
water is, has been and will be of
great importance. The good news
is; there is plenty of water in
California; the bad news is it is in
the wrong place. Two-thirds of
the state’s water is located north
of Sacramento and two-thirds of
the usage takes place south of the
capital.

Most of the state’s water
goes out to sea and isn’t used for
cities, industry or farms. At one
time the Central Valley, including
Madera, relied on wells and
pumping to meet its water needs.
Groundwater was being depleted
from the aquifers underfoot and
another supply was necessary to
keep the economy going.
Farmers and other water users
joined together to form special
districts to secure and convey
water.

Madera Irrigation District
(MID) is one such district. Locals
formed it under state law as an
irrigation district (ID) as opposed
to a water district such as
Westlands Water District. The

difference is any registered voter
living within an irrigation district
is eligible to vote for an ID’s
board of directors. In a water dis-
trict voters must be land owners.
As a special district with elected
officials, MID must adhere to
state laws and codes. Meetings
must be noticed, open to the pub-
lic and closed sessions fall under
the Brown Act. Closed session
items are limited and include per-
sonnel matters, litigation and real
estate transactions. However, the
board must publicly report any
action taken during closed ses-
sion.

Back in the late 1920s/early
1930s, MID’s growers saw the
need for more surface storage
and began plans for Friant Dam
on the San Joaquin River. The
Great Depression hit and the dis-
trict ended up selling the dam site
to the United States Bureau of

Reclamation in exchange for a
water supply. There are parallels
to that time and the situation
Madera faces today.

Millerton Lake holds a little
more than half a million acre feet
of water and usually three times
that amount passes through the
dam in an average year as the
lake fills and drains. An acre foot
is about the size of a football field
one foot deep in water and should
be enough to supply a family of
four for one year – depending on
usage.

Water Banks are Needed
Increased competition from

developers, environmentalists
and population growth is putting
a strain on Madera and the entire
San Joaquin Valley’s water sup-
plies. A proposed dam on the San

By Randy Bailey

During the calm, cold
Saturday morning of March 25,
at 7 a.m. a team of agents from
the Madera County Narcotic
Enforcement Team (MADNET)
descended on a quiet house on
John Albert Drive in the
Bonadelle Ranchos area of the
Madera Ranchos and when the

dust had settled two people were
in custody on felony drug and
weapons charges.

Adrian Leon, 29, and Tisha
Soliz, 24, were arrested in their
Ranchos home after a half pound
of Methamphetamine was discov-
ered as well as 42 marijuana plants.

MADNET sources revealed
that one of the rooms of the John
Albert Drive house had been
converted into a highly sophisti-
cated indoor garden, complete
with air filters, grow lights,
timers and an elaborate watering
system. Most of the marijuana
plants were nearly ready for har-
vesting, the majority of which
were fully budded. Agents esti-
mate that had the marijuana
made it to the street it would
have produced sales of approxi-
mately $126,000 for the couple.
Agents further said that the half-
pound of Methamphetamine had
an estimated street value of near-
ly $6,000. Also confiscated was a
handgun.

The John Albert Drive loca-
tion is perfectly located centrally
between all of the schools serv-
ing the Madera Ranchos.

Apart from felony drug and
weapon charges, the pair could
also face animal cruelty charges.
Agents said that along with the
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Bonadelle Ranchos Drug Raid
Scores Handgun, Pot and Meth

Adrian Leon, 29, (left) and Tisha Soliz, 24, have been booked on felony drug
and weapons charges following a raid on their John Albert Drive home on
March 25.

The John Albert
Drive location is perfect-
ly located centrally
between all of the schools
serving the Madera
Ranchos.

Where’s the water?Where’s the water?

The MID’s Water Bank: What They Can and Can’t DoThe MID’s Water Bank: What They Can and Can’t Do

By Don A. Wright

A bombshell of sorts was
dropped at the April 24 meeting
of the Taxpayer’s Association of
Madera County held at the
Ranchos Senior Center. The
Taxpayer’s Association is
involved in a lawsuit against
Madera Irrigation District
(MID) over MID’s water bank-
ing project with Association
President Jim Cobb vowing to
“kill” any water bank project
controlled by MID’s current
board of directors. 

The tables were somewhat
turned when MID president Ron

Pistoresi attended the meeting
and handed out documents
charging Cobb of offering to, “...
drop the Taxpayer’s
Association’s lawsuit against
MID if MID agreed to his pro-
posal.”

According to the documents
this offer was made by Cobb on
Jan. 5, 2006 to Pistoresi at a pri-
vate meeting requested by Cobb.
Cobb’s proposal included a
nine-page contract between
Cobb Ranch Development and
MID to obtain water for use in
residential, municipal and indus-
trial development. Within the
contract are agreements pro-
hibiting MID from challenging
the use of Riparian and Holding
Contract water use for “...

municipal and industrial as ben-
eficial and reasonable.” MID
balked at this use of San Joaquin
River water for development. 

MID asserted in further
documents that Cobb’s proposed
agreement was, “... self-dealing
and the misuse of a nonprofit
organization. Sections
6104(a)(1)  and 6104(d)(1)(B)
of the Internal Revenue Code
provides that tax-exempt organi-
zations must make immediately
available for public inspection
pertinent documents filed with
the IRS and provides for sanc-
tions for failure to do so.”

MID  asserts Cobb was per-
sonally served with a request for
all documents regarding forma-
tion of the Taxpayer’s

Association, including all by-
laws and articles of incorpora-
tion, and annual returns filed
with the IRS. To date MID has-
n’t received all the documents. 

In the meantime Cobb has
been saying MID hasn’t been
forthcoming with documents
requested by the Taxpayer’s
Association. Association mem-
ber Richard Johnson gave the
Madera County Board of
Supervisors a list of documents
requested and titled the list,
“Free the Madera 35,” in refer-
ence to the number of docu-
ments. MID handed out a state-
ment at the meeting that on April
19, 2006, “Cobb personally

Bombshell Dropped at Taxpayer’s Association Meeting

Please see BOMBSHELL Page 6
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Random Notes

Local candidate Hal Grant is running
for the Madera County Supervisor position
held at present by Frank Bigelow. He’s just
thrown his hat in the ring and he’s gotten
himself endorsed by former Fresno City
Council member Chris Mathys. Look for
where all three of the candidates stand on
the issues in next month’s Ranchos
Independent.

The Madera County Arts Council is
sponsoring a Multicultural Arts & Wine
Festival at Madera Municipal Golf Course
on Saturday, May 6 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
There’s going to be everything from Celtic music to African drumming to the
sacred Hmong ceremonial Qeej flute, let’s just hope they’re not all playing some-
thing different at once. Diversity is great, but harmony is better. If you need more
information, call 661-7005.

A group is trying to get a memorial built over in Madera to honor peace officers
who have fallen in the line of duty. The Madera County Law Enforcement Memorial

Fund is planning a fundraising dinner on
Friday, May 5 at St. Joachim’s church in
Madera from approximately 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
There’s going to be a no host bar, dinner and
live auction and it only costs $25 per person.
I can think of few more deserving charities.
If you need information call Sherif John
Anderson at 675-7770, Stephanie Clark at
645-6062, or Ollia Ridge at 435-1643.

If you’re not busy on Monday nights
at 7:30, check out Valley Public
Television. They’ve got a show on called 0
to 5 in 30 Minutes! It’s all about the first

five years of a child’s life ands it’s crammed full of information for a half-hour
long show. Its focus this year is nutrition and with research showing that 10 per-
cent of 2 to 5 year olds and 15 percent of 6 to 19 year olds being overweight, it’s
very timely. If you miss it on Mondays it repeats on Sunday nights at 10 p.m.

The Madera County Board of Supervisors has the responsibility of appointing
members to Madera County’s advisory boards and committees, and from time to
time vacancies occur on these committees.  As we speak, appointments are available
for the Alcohol & Drug Advisory Board,
Civil Service Commission, Community
Development Block Grant-Loan
Committee, Eastern Madera County Water
Oversight Advisory Committee, Fish &
Game Fine Committee and the Madera
County Arts Council. If any of these com-
mittees sound interesting to you, you need
to call our Supervisor, Frank Bigelow.  You
can find out more about these and other
vacancies by contacting Frank at the
Madera County Board of Supervisors office
at 675-7700.
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SECOND ANNUAL
SALE AND SWAP MEET

37398 Berkshire Drive• Madera, CA 93638
559-645-5680 • fax 559-645-5681

14’ X 12’ SPACES AVAILABLE $20

SIGN UP AT HURST HARDWARE WITH CHERYL

MAY 6
th

7:30 TO 1:00

Shop early for Mother’s Day May 14
Great gift ideas in store.

Inside Legal Assistant Services Office in the Maywood Shopping Center
37193 Avenue 12,  Suite 3C

645-4800 Hours: Mon. - Fri.  9-3

Your AVON Store

New Men’s Line - Slippers - Apparel
Lingerie - Jewelry - Fragrances

Gifts  

This was forwarded to me by a reader.
With all of the clamor about illegal immi-
gration (that’s right, illegal immigration) I
thought a perspective from Colorado
might prove illuminating.

The Editor

One Teacher’s View
Of Illegal Aliens
By Frosty Wooldridge

As a teacher, I sat dumbfounded last
May 16, 2005, when the Rocky Mountain
News inked a story, “What Happened?” to
a stunned Denver, Colorado audience. In a
five year study starting in 1999 in Denver
Public Schools, 5,663 students started the
eighth grade. Five years later, only 1,884
graduated from high school. That’s a 65
percent drop out/flunk out rate! That’s
pathetic, if not frightening.

What was the cause? First of all,
30,000 illegal aliens, speaking 40 different
languages, attended Denver schools. Our
classrooms suffered thousands of kids
functionally illiterate in English with par-
ents functionally illiterate in English and
Spanish. The classrooms featured so much
incompatible diversity that it created hor-
rific tension, stabbings and death. Thus,
American kids suffered a profoundly
dumbed-down educational process. One in
five teachers quit or transferred out of
those Denver classrooms every nine
month cycle during those five years.

Last week, the Denver Post
announced that 30 percent of teachers in
Denver schools were not coming back
next year. This is a nationwide travesty.

Why? As a teacher, I taught in the inner
city in the 1970s. Its exasperating beyond
understanding to walk into a classroom
where children suffer learning disabilities,
broken homes, teen pregnancies at 14, 15,
16, multiple languages and violent con-
frontations with other ethnic groups. Its
impossible to teach. I left my idealism in
the ghetto and escaped to a suburban
school. But, today, teachers cant escape
because over 1.5 million illegal alien stu-
dents with more than 100 languages attend
our kids’ schools nationwide. We witness a
national breakdown in education. Last
week, Superintendent Roy Romer of Los
Angeles public schools resigned in frustra-
tion and defeat. California schools match
the violence of a war zone.

Can you imagine such a failure rate
across the country? Can you imagine the
consequences of an illiterate generation
leading this Republic into the 21st centu-
ry? Folks, this country won’t make it.

It takes four aspects for a free and
democratic society to maintain itself. It
requires a highly educated population that
can write, read, think and vote intelligent-
ly. It takes a similar moral code whereby
everyone adheres to the common good. It
requires a similar code of ethics whereby
citizens adhere to honesty, doing what is
right and maintaining those ethics
throughout the social fabric. Finally, it
takes a similar language that allows citi-
zens to discuss, debate and resolve prob-
lems. We compromise all four with an
invasion exceeding four million new peo-
ple into the USA annually – 20 million
illegals to date and climbing. We allow the
disintegration of our nation without a
whimper.

Last Monday, February 20, 2006, the
Please see ILLEGALS Page 16



Letters
April 2006 Page 3

Agents said that along with the drugs and
weapon, they recovered a dozen roosters
and seized other not-revealed evidence
leading agents to suspect the couple was
also involved in cock fighting.

Leon and Soliz have been charged
with possession of a controlled substance
for sale; cultivation of marijuana; posses-
sion of marijuana for sale; and possession
of a firearm in the commission of a drug-
related felony. The two remain booked at
the Madera County Department of
Corrections with bail set at $1 million
each.

DRUG RAID Continued from Page 1

Dear Editor,

As a resident of the Ranchos for near-
ly 20 years, I'm very well acquainted with
the political climate out here. This is a far-
right pocket in an already far-right area of
the state. Conservative, pro-Republican,
pro-Bush. I am a Democrat and outspoken
Progressive, and I've sometimes paid a
price for that. And while I've often written
to the Fresno Bee, I've become so accus-
tomed to the blatant and obvious conserva-
tive slant of the Ranchos Independent that
I've learned to usually just grin and bear it.
But the political cartoon in this last edition
touched an unusually raw nerve with me
and deserves a response.

Yes, it's true that most Democrats
voted for the ironically-named “Patriot
Act.” I take no pleasure in admitting to
that, but it's a fact. It is also a fact, howev-
er, that the Patriot Act was pushed through
by this administration in great haste,
immediately after the Sept. 11 attacks and
approved by nearly all members of
Congress without most having fully read it
nor being completely aware of its contents,
at a time when anyone not voting for it
would have been branded a virtual traitor.
Remember Bush's infamous quote,
“You're either with us, or you're with the
terrorists.” In such an environment it is a
small wonder that most on both sides
voted for its passage.

It is also a fact that many Republicans,
as well as most Democrats, now question
certain parts of this badly written legisla-
tion and its effect on the Constitutional
rights and civil liberties of ordinary
American citizens. Rather than criticizing
them now for doing the very jobs they
were elected for – protecting the interests
of their constituents –  they should be
applauded for it. Instead, right-leaning
publications such as yours cannot seem to
spend enough time beating up on them for
it.

Perhaps someday someone will
explain to me exactly where this presiden-
tial administration's support base comes
from. Exactly what is it about these people
that so appeals to today's “so-called” con-
servatives? Traditional conservative val-
ues include fiscal responsibility. This
administration has run up the largest
national deficit it American history while
continuing to spend recklessly and giving
obscene tax breaks to millionaires and the
same corporate special interests who are
ripping us all off on a daily basis (how DO
you like spending nearly three bucks per
gallon to fill your tank? And what was
your last propane bill?). And remember
that they started with a substantial project-
ed surplus. In addition, this president has
borrowed more from other nations during
his time in office than all previous presi-
dents combined.

Traditional conservatives believe in
shrinking the size of government. This
president has grossly bloated and enlarged
the size and reach of the federal govern-
ment to unprecedented levels.

Traditional conservatives believe in
keeping the government off of our backs.
But the federal government has never
before been so intrusive into the personal
lives of every American citizen, from the
Patriot Act with its numerous abuses, to
holding people without charges or benefit
of legal council, to secretly spying on
American citizens without warrants or
court approval – which, despite this presi-
dent's claims to the contrary, is not only
illegal but also unnecessary under existing
law.

Traditional conservatives have strong
moral values. This president has lied to us
repeatedly – about things that actually
matter – including lying us into an illegal
and unnecessary war of aggression in
which many thousands of Iraqi citizens
and over 2,000 brave American soldiers
have died, and as such is unquestionably
the single most immoral president in our
nation's history.

I'm all for freedom of speech and of
the press – I'll fight for your right to any
editorial stance you choose or any political
cartoon you wish to print. But there comes
a time when people on both sides of the
fence have to face facts. And the simple

fact is that this is indeed the worst – most
corrupt, dishonest, secretive, self-serving
and outright dangerous – presidential
administration in American history.

Sincerely,
Rick Hodgson
Madera Ranchos

PS – Please don't print my address or
phone number. I'm a little tired of having
my house and car egged by all of those
good, God-fearing, moral, Christian con-
servatives.

Dear Editor,

I’m writing in response to
Samaritan Steals Dog while Victim
Convulses in the February 2006 issue.
This was an overwhelmingly nearsight-
ed view of the events as they unfolded
on Feb.6, 2006 on the corner of Verde
and Road 38. There were many good
Samaritans that came to assist and pro-
tect this young man as he lay convulsing
on the side of the road for 45 minutes.

My husband came upon the scene
shortly after 7 p.m. when another neigh-
bor had his car angled in the roadway
with headlights on to shield Mr. Arhens
from oncoming traffic. My husband,
who was bringing dinner home to his
family, called at 7:15 to say he was
going to stay with this young man until
help arrived. Another Samaritan who
had driven by earlier and had gone home
to call 911, returned to help in any way
possible. Coats were taken off and blan-
kets were provided to keep Mr. Arhens
safe, warm and protected. It should also
be noted that none of these Samaritans,
nor the authorities that finally arrived at
around 8 p.m., could find any identifica-
tion, medic-alert bracelet, or military
dog tags on Mr. Arhens to alert others to
his identity or his chronic medical con-
dition. Furthermore, the dog had no col-
lar or ID on him either.

My husband left and returned to our
home shortly after 8 p.m. We sat at our
dinner table that night and included this
young man in our prayers hoping that he
received the medical attention he
required. The next day, with the situa-
tion still weighing heavy on our hearts,
my husband called on the police officers
to find out which hospital this young
man went to so that he could personally
visit him and see how he was doing. He
was surprised to find out that when Mr.
Arhens “came to,” he refused medical
attention and the authorities released
him.

At that point we went on about our
daily routines as there was no way to
provide any further help to Mr. Arhens.
That’s when things really started hap-
pening in our quiet corner of the
Bonadelle Ranchos. News quickly go
out that Mr. Arhens, his brother and a
female companion (I assume is named
Vicki according to the missing dog

Please see   LETTERS   Page 12
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2006 Flatlander s Day
Parade Day: May 13, 2006

Group        Individual         Business  

Parade begins at 10:00 AM Sharp!
Registration of entries begins at 8:30 AM

Parade route: Topper along Ave. 12 to Eddings

The undersigned entrant and all participants agree to
abide by all parade rules, follow the directions of parade
officials, and agree to release parade officials from any

and all responsibility from  loss, damage, and/or injury to
any person or property as a result of participation in

Group or Business Name

Individual entry or
responsible person s name

Address:

Theme of Entry:

Will youngsters walk with the entry?     Yes      No
Will entry make noise?      Yes      No 
Approx. number of participants           Approx. length       ft.

Entry Category (select ONE which most closely suits your
entry):

Horses (single) Horses (Group)
Floats (band) Floats (Non-profit) Floats (Business)
Floats (Non-business)
Children s Groups (Non-floats )
Dance Groups
Single Entry (Children)
Single Entry (Adult)
Novelty (Description)
Addtional information:

Phone:

Bring or mail this form to Golden Valley Chamber 37167 Ave. 12, Ste. 5C

Phone: 645-4001

Signature: Date:

* Free surprise at the completion of 
the program!

* Guide book, shake, shaker,
vitamins

* Full use of facility
* Weekly meetings
* Curves tote

Six Weeks to Change Your
Body and Your Life

s tarts Monday,
May 1st

37167 Ave. 12  Maywood Center
(Next to Library)

MADERA RANCHOS
ONLY

645-4968
2 for 1 
service fee 

with a friend

Split

$29*
$29*

to join

a month

$29*

or

SPECIAL

MOTHER’S DAY
AND FLATLANDER’S

SAT. MAY 13, 2006 • 8 A.M. - NOON ONLY!
*BASED ON A 12-MONTH CD PROGRAM

CALL TODAY
TO SIGN UP

FOR MEMBERS
AND NON-MEMBERS

37164 Ave. 12 #102 • Madera Ranchos
Open Tuesday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

645-PETS

PET BOUTIQUE

• Feed for all pets from
hampsters to horses

• Pet Accessories
• Beanie Babies
• Candles

• Nutro
• Merrick
• Wellness
• Natural Balance

By Ellen Mester

Get ready Madera Ranchos! It’s
almost time for Flatlander’s Day! This is
our big community event on May 13, 2006
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m, hosted by the Friends
of the Ranchos Library and the Golden
Valley Chamber of Commerce. All pro-
ceeds go to the Friends of the Ranchos
Library. There will be The Flatlander’s
Parade at 10 a.m. with awards following.
You won’t want to miss the craft and infor-
mation booths, cars and tractors, and of
course yummy food that will be there.
This year we will have books for sale in
front of the library rather than at the
Golden Valley School District lot. Plenty
of your favorite authors at bargain prices
in paperback and hardbound will be for
sale. If you have crafts to sell please pick
up an application for a space at the
Ranchos Library. The donation is $30. If
you would like to be a part of the parade
contact the Chamber of Commerce office.
There is no cost to be in the parade. We
hope everyone will come for the fun and
support our library.

April 17-22 was National Library
Week – another excellent time to come to
the library and check out our new books,
CDs, DVDs and videos. We have newly
released fiction by popular authors such as
Tami Hoag, Jonathan Kellerman, Ann
Perry, Danielle Steel and many more. Our
new hours offer you 12 more hours a week
to use our library to locate the reading
material or information you need. We have
Storytime with Mrs. Anderson every
Monday morning at 11 a.m. and Story and
Craft Night the third Thursday evening
from 5 to 7 p.m. 

Mark your calendars kids, for the
Summer Children’s Program, “Paws,
Claws, Scales and Tales.” We have lots of
entertainment lined up each week, plus
reading rewards, Dragon Drawing and con-
tests. We will keep you posted as June
draws nearer.

Our volunteer of the month is Mary
Ann Meyer. She has donated not only her
collection of seasonal artifacts from her
years of teaching, but she also volunteers
her time to read to children. Thanks Mary
Ann and all our volunteers for helping to
make our library a special place for every-
one.

Book Recommendations
Adult Fiction Book: Footprints of

God written by Greg Iles. This fast-paced
thriller combines a super computer, medi-
cine, ethics and human character, bringing
you right to the edge in a suspenseful con-
clusion. Dr. David Tennant, one of the sci-
entists on Project Trinity, is the only pres-

idential appointee and
ethicist. When he dis-
covers the body of his
friend and co-work-
er, he realizes the
project has taken a
turn toward the
se l f - empower -
ment and aggran-
dizement of one
man. As more is
revealed to him, he
becomes afraid for his own life and barely
escapes assassination by rogue NSA oper-
atives. On the run his every move is antic-
ipated by the supercomputer that down-
loaded all his memories. He must out-
smart his own mind and save the world
from total domination by the supercom-
puter. You won’t be able to put this one
down.

Adult Non-fiction: Freakonomics by
Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner. If
you think you know how the world works,
think again. These two authors explain

how our perceptions
often become what we
think are facts, when
truly the facts are
something entirely
different. The forces
driving the econom-
ics of politics, real
estate and drug
gangs are surpris-
ingly the same.

The book jacket describes
it well: “If morality represents how we
would like the world to work, then eco-
nomics represents how it actually does
work.” If we took the time to really investi-
gate the basis of what we believe to be true
about the world, we might turn 180 degrees
in our thinking. This book will challenge
you to THINK!

Juvenile Fiction: No More Dead
Dogs by Gordon Korman. When Wallace
Wallace, a middle-
school football hero,
has to serve detention
by helping out with
the school play, an
amazing transforma-
tion occurs. The
play, originally
based on a book
about a dog that
inevitably dies in the end,
becomes a proving ground for Wallace and
others who in the past had sneered at the
drama kids. The ensemble rewrites the
play with more contemporary music and
dialog and changes the inevitable death
of Old Shep, the dog. It is fresh and
quirky and will certainly make you
laugh.

Check out these books and more at
the library and remember: Your library
card ... don’t leave home without it!

Flatlander’s Day and the Library:
Marching Hand in Hand

Phone

662-8825

COMPLETE
CREMATION

SERVICES
Includes: transportation (50 miles), durable

urn and alternative container, 
one death certificate, permits & state tax

801 E. Yosemite Ave.

# FD-1697
Madera, CA 93638
Fax: (559) 662-8551

You can pre-plan yours today

OUR

CREMATIO
N

PRIC
E IN

 M
ADERA

$ 12
99

.89
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COMPLETE UNIT
CHANGE OUT

$2,900
Starting at

Includes duct certification
Expires 5/31/06

FULL A/C TUNE-UP

Expires 5/31/06

$5500
parts extra

if needed

MOTHER’S DAY SPECIAL

LET BRIAN’S HEATING & COOLING BRING YOU ...LET BRIAN’S HEATING & COOLING BRING YOU ...

... THE COMFORT AND

RELAXATION YOU DESERVE!

... THE COMFORT AND

RELAXATION YOU DESERVE!

WHEN HONESTY AND QUALITY

WORK MATTERS, CALL BRIAN’S

HEATING & COOLING

WHEN HONESTY AND QUALITY

WORK MATTERS, CALL BRIAN’S

HEATING & COOLING

10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

WE NOW DO A/C SERVICE AND REPAIRS
SUMMER IS COMING!

• Prizes
• FREE Raffle

• BBQ
with donations going 
to Senior Center

MATTHEW PIA , D.D.S.

645-5320

RANCHOS DENTAL CARE & ORTHODONTICS

COSMETIC DENTISTRY &
TOOTH WHITENING

Family Dentistry & Orthodontics

New Patients Welcome

37144 Ave. 12, Ste. 104 Madera Ranchos

 Upholstery
 Drapes
 Tile & Grout
 Aggregate
All Stone Cleaning & Sealing

We Specialize in ...

24 HOUR EMERGENCY FLOOD RESPONSE

10%
OFF

Any Cleaning Service
Expires 5/15/06
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Fine Quality Craftmanship

Specializing In:

WE NOW OFFER MOBILE ESTIMATING SERVICE
We Come To You  IN THE RANCHOS AREA

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY - JUST CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

 Foreign & Domestic
Car Repairs

 Custom Paint
 Color Matching
 Insurance Work

 Frame Straightening

 Unibody Frame 
Repairs

 Chroma Vision
Color Matching

674-8591
FREE ESTIMATES

INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOME

GOLD GLASS Precision Collision Repair

call Bettina G. Villanueva 559-213-4470 (res) 559-645-5331
college plans • retirement planning • insurance • refinancing • debt consolidation • home loans

SUMMER LEAGUES NOW FORMING
ASK ABOUT OUR

12829 HWY 145 • MADERA

SUMMER BOWLING
FREE

674-00951

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

picked up” the documents from MID’s
counsel in Sacramento. MID claims to
have given the Taxpayers Association
approximately 78,000 pages of docu-
ments requested to date. 

A further statement by MID read in
part, “When MID would not give Mr.
Cobb the proposed agreement, which
would personally benefit Mr. Cobb and

the Cobb Ranch Development, as a con-
dition for the Taxpayer’s Association to
drop the lawsuit, it became clear that
MID needed to disclose this proposed
agreement to the public.”

In response Cobb said, “I haven’t read
the documents but if what I’ve heard is true
– that I agreed to drop the lawsuit if MID
signs the agreement – that is totally false.”

BOMBSHELL Continued from Page 1

While a Ranchos family attended
church on Sunday, March 19, a 19-year-
old Clovis man accompanied by a 12 and
13 year old broke into a home on
Charlton Avenue, stole the family’s SUV
and was then captured 5 miles away
from the scene of the crime by an off-
duty Madera County Sheriff’s deputy.

Jacky Vang, the 19 year old from
Clovis, remains in custody and is booked
on a variety of charges including first-
degree burglary. The two others also face
burglary charges but their names cannot
be released due to their ages.

Shortly before 2 p.m. on the day in
question, plain-clothed deputy Ryan Lutz
was off duty and heading home in a
Sheriff’s patrol car as part of the depart-
ment’s “take-home” car policy. Lutz was
listening to the police scanner when he
heard a description of the three males
believed to be behind a break-in at the
home on Charlton Avenue. Frighteningly,
Lutz further heard that the suspects had
stolen the family’s 2005 gray Chevrolet
Avalanche which the owner revealed had

a loaded gun inside of it.
Approximately 5 miles from the

crime scene, Lutz quickly found the gray
Avalanche with three passengers match-
ing the description from the scanner.
Lutz pulled the SUV over and radioed
his sergeant that he had three in custody:
A 19-year old Clovis man as well as a 12
and 13 year old, both from Madera.

The two juveniles were transported to
Madera County Juvenile Hall while Vang
remains behind bars with bail set at
$30,000. He faces charges of vehicle theft;
attempt to buy and or sell stolen property;
criminal conspiracy; first degree burglary;
and driving without a license.

“What makes this arrest particularly
stellar [is] it was done while our Deputy
was off duty – heading home from
work,” said Sheriff John Anderson.
“Whether in uniform or in plain cloths,
deputies who are a part of our depart-
ment’s take-home car policy know their
job doesn’t always end when their shift
ends – and this case is proof positive that
it works in combating crime.”

Alleged Ranchos Burglars Caught
Off-duty deputy makes arrest 5 miles from scene of crime
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COMP    MOBILE
IS THE ANSWER!

559-229-3021
559-380-8523

Keith Canfield

(BEAR) Lic. #E82348

• Annoying pop ups? • Computer speed gone?
• Is your wireless connection secure?

Insured statewide and servicing Madera,
Fresno, Kings and Tulare Counties

Residential
Business

Commercial
DSL/Cable

Connections

we do laptop
repairs too!

IS YOUR COMPUTER
SLOWER THAN YOU?

Expires 5/31/06

Jewelry
Cleaning
and Inspection

New construction, remodels,
parts & services

Sectional Garage Door

Jon’s Garage Door Services
Residential Door Doctor

658-6201 office 304-2756 cell

ALL SIZES ON SALE

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE!
Lift Master Chain Drive Automatic Opener

Serving the Tri-Valley
& Coarsegold area

SPRING SPECIALS

By Audrey Stock

Hi neighbors,
As I sit at my kitchen table and look out my

backdoor, the phrase “April showers Bring May
Flowers” comes to mind. My mother always
said this to me when I complained about the rain.
I like sunshine! Well, this year I have tulips, iris,
pansies and California poppies to look at while
the rain keeps falling. I don’t know about you
but I am tired of the rain. Yet I thank GOD that
my house is on high ground and not where the
rivers are flooding people out of their homes.

It has been four weeks since I last
wrote this column and a lot has happened.
Easter break is over and the teachers and
students are back to school. Now it is time
to get ready for the California Star Test.
Star testing starts Tuesday, April 25 and
continues through the rest of the week. It
is very important that all students make a
special effort to attend
school during this week.
The teachers should be
reviewing concepts that
students will need to know
in order to do well on these
tests. It is a time for parents
to help their students to get
ready physically and men-
tally for this testing. Make
sure that your student gets
a good night’s sleep each
night before the tests are
given. Try to get your stu-
dents to eat breakfast. I know that every-
one is busy but if a parent can sit down and
eat breakfast with their student it will often
encourage their student to eat breakfast
before he or she goes to school. Success in
school and good nutrition are linked
together. Eating before school helps your stu-
dent wake up and be more alert at school. If any
of your students wear glasses, be sure that they
have them and that they wear them to school
during the Star testing. Encourage your children
to do their best on these tests.

All Golden Valley students who have
Perfect Attendance from Aug. 15, 2005
thru May 15, 2006 will be treated to a day
at a Fresno Grizzlies Baseball Game on
May 24. The event will include a ticket to
the game, a hotdog and lemonade. The
game starts at noon. Students will be trans-
ported by school bus to the game and back
to their school site afterward. Perfect
Attendance for a whole school year is a
real accomplishment and certainly
deserves a reward.

I have been attending Health and
Wellness meetings. A committee has been
working on a Health and Wellness school
board policy. We talked about the need of
buying new computer software for our
cafeteria that will help the staff comply
with the student wellness board policy.
The Governing Board recognizes the link
between student health and learning and
desires to provide a comprehensive pro-
gram promoting healthy eating and physi-
cal activity for all district students. When

this Board Policy is in place the superin-
tendent or designee shall build a coordi-
nated school health system that supports
and reinforces health literacy through
health education, physical education,
health services, nutrition services, psycho-
logical and counseling services. This poli-
cy will promote health not only for the stu-
dents but also for the staff. The idea is to
have a safe and healthy school environ-
ment and to encourage parents and com-
munity involvement in the policy. This
policy puts the pieces in place to make the
Health and Wellness ideas work in our dis-
trict.

The other committee that I have been
attending is the Career Technical
Committee. Liberty High will be having
its first Career Fair on May 12. Some of
you may remember the words
“Vocational Education” for a course you
took in high school. I just learned that the
new name is Career Technical courses.
Since the world has become computerized
the new name seems to fit. Melissa Locke

from Liberty High is in charge of putting
together the various pieces of Liberty’s
first Career Fair with the help of Career
Technical committee members. New tech-
nical courses were discussed with
Principal Andy Alvarado. There was talk
about what kind of classrooms and facili-
ties would be needed for certain classes.
Each year that Liberty High has been in
business, a few more Career Technical
classes have been added. I am not sure
which new classes will be added to the
2006-2007 school year.

Are you ready to make a float for
the May 13 Flatlander’s Day Parade?
This year there is an “Open Theme”
which means you can put together a
float that means something special to
you. There will be 34 trophies given,
so get busy and come up with a great
idea for a float. Stop by the Chamber
office and pick up your entry form.

By the time you read this, the Madera
County Taxpayers’ Association will have
had a meeting April 24 with guest speak-
ers talking about water issues in the
mountain communities. This meeting is of
particular concern because the Madera
Irrigation District has put in place an
Environmental Impact Report that will allow
the sale of the snow pack water from the San
Joaquin River that originates in our mountains.
Madera mountain communities have had
severe water shortages. The selling of this water
will undoubtedly be a major issue in this
upcoming election.

The Stock Report

STAR Tests, THEN Build Your Float

Make sure that your student gets a
good night’s sleep each night
before the tests are given. Try to get
your students to eat breakfast ...
success in school and good nutri-
tion are linked together. 

ALBERT VARGAS TRAINING STABLES
HORSE TRAINING and SALES

Specializing in Starting Colts

(559) 871-3365 cell
Albert Vargas • 24403 Avenue 23½ • Chowchilla, California 93610-9542  

All Breeds Welcome
Farmer Services Available

References Available Upon Request
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Cost of feeding your child to age 18:Cost of feeding your child to age 18:

Cost of clothing your child to age 18:

Cost of driving your child to age 18:Cost of driving your child to age 18:

Knowing your child will still be alive

the day after high school graduation:

Cost of clothing your child to age 18:

$43,758

$14,688

$36,918

Priceless
Liberty High Sober Graduation 2006 needs your help.

From donations of gifts to donating your time, what a

small price to pay to keep our kids safe on one of the most

dangerous nights of their lives. To see how you can help,

call Sandra Carter at 645-0505 or 209-974-4829.

Knowing your child will still be alive

the day after high school graduation:

Sandra Carter

559-645-0505

209-974-4829
or

The Madera County Transportation Commission (MCTC) will hold a Public
Hearing to take testimony regarding transportation needs within Madera County.  The hear-
ing will be held on Wednesday, May 17, 2006 at 3:00 p.m., in the Chambers of the Madera
County Board of Supervisors, 209 W. Yosemite, Madera, California.

Under the California Transportation Development Act (TDA), this hear-
ing opportunity is provided annually to take testimony on potential unmet transit
needs within the region.  The Commission must, subsequent to the hearing,
make a determination whether the needs presented are “reasonable” to meet.
After all “reasonable” needs have been met through the expansion of existing
services, or the creation of new transit systems, the Commission may release
remaining TDA funds for street and road purposes (repair, reconstruction, etc.).

The public, interested agencies, and civic groups are encouraged to appear and
state those transportation needs, which they feel, are not currently being met by existing
transit services.  Testimony should be as specific as possible with regard to those citizens,
or groups of citizens, not currently served by transit, the requested type and amount of tran-
sit service, the geographic area in which service is needed, and any other supporting evi-
dence of information that will help in the evaluation of the “reasonableness” of the request-
ed service.

Those wishing to speak are encouraged to contact Ms.Sarah Ross, MCTC,
Transportation Planner, at1816 Howard Road, Suite 8, Madera, California, 93637.  The
MCTC telephone number is (559) 675-0721.  A request to speak need not be scheduled,
individuals may simply appear at the hearing and request to be recognized, however a
scheduled appearance is encouraged to help organize the testimony.

PUBLIC NOTICE • NOTICE OF HEARING
MADERA COUNTY TRANSPORTATION

COMMISSION GIVING NOTICE OF HEARING

Hal Grant

Madera County Supervisor for District One

Campaign Headquarters:
16901 Monreal Road, Madera County, CA 93638

House/Msg. phone: 559-645-6345 Cell: 559-930-6420
e-mail: halgrant@comcast.net

VOTE JUNE 6 • ELECT HAL GRANT

Joaquin River upstream from Friant at Temperance Flat is decades away. But we need
the water now.

A big threat to Madera’s water supplies is an 18-year-old lawsuit brought by the
Natural Resources Defense Council against the Friant Water Users Association that
could take a third of the San Joaquin River water used by the Valley’s economy and send
it downstream to revive salmon runs. That’s why MID is building a new water bank – to
help ensure supplies during dry years.

Water banking has been going on in California for many years. One estimate is 95
percent of the Valley portion of Kern County sits over banked water. Fresno Irrigation
District is constructing a facility called Waldron Pond which augments its agriculture
supplies and helps the Cities of Fresno and Clovis.

There is a lot of misunderstanding about MID’s Madera Water Enhancement
Project. Part of this is because of the dichotomy of the situation. Water law is very com-
plicated and it is easy to base claims that on further inspection don’t pan out as truth.
However, water banking itself is very straight forward – water is put in the ground dur-
ing wet years for use in dry years.

The water bank is almost 14,000 acres located southwest of Madera. In wet years
like we are experiencing currently, more water flows down the San Joaquin and Fresno

Rivers than can be stored. Under existing contracts, portions can be diverted through
MID’s existing conveyance system to the ranch for percolation underground. This is a
gravity feed system and the canals are already in place – paid for by MID farmers over
the past 80-plus years. When the water is needed it can be pumped back into MID’s
canals for use on land within the county.

There is no doubt some people don’t want the following information exposed – and
don’t be surprised if a clamor arises from the publication of these facts. A previous incar-
nation of a water bank project is being used to cloud the current issue. A comparison of
the old Azurix plan and MID’s project is helpful in clearing up some misunderstandings.

Two Major Differences
Under the Azurix plan, ownership and control of the water bank would not be local.

The project would have been owned and controlled by out-of-state corporations and
could be sold to who-knows-who. Now, MID owns the property and the bank is con-
trolled by locally elected people who live in Madera County. MID formed an oversight
committee to ensure the operations of the project won’t harm surrounding landowners
and strict guidelines are met.

Among its duties, the oversight committee monitors the amount of water going into
the bank (recharge) and the amount of water leaving the bank (recovery). It also moni-
tors groundwater quality and is a check to prevent the possibility of future MID boards

changing the project parameters. The committee is made up of five elected MID board
members, three surrounding landowners, one board of supervisors memeber and one “at
large” representative. It’s important to note the committee doesn’t determine who gets to
store recharge water and who buys the recovered water. It is also important to note any
major change to operations requires more than five votes to bring about.

The other major difference between Azurix and MID’s plan is the complete elimi-
Please see   WATER   Page 10

WATER Continued from Page 1

The beginnings of a water bank. Suitable land covered in water that remains
beneath the soil until it can be pumped out during water shortage periods.

The location for the proposed MID water bank will be in this area of south-
western Madera County.
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ACT Construction

Ajlouny & Tantoco, LLC

ANK Quality Exteriors, Inc.

Ave. 12 Auto Sales

Alliance For Affordable Services

B&M Auto and Truck Parts 

Baker, Manock & Jensen

Better Business Bureau

Birdstone Winery

Bricker Construction, Inc.

C, M & N Nursery

Castle & Cooke California, Inc.

Central Valley Wireless

Children's Hospital of Central California

Classic Concierge

Cobb Ranch

Cronin Marine Repairs

Curves for Women

Danel Roofing

Dave Bruno Electric

Dave Johnson

Delk's Quality Exteriors

Dog Gone Cute Store

Jan DeWoody

Diana Tucker-Notary & Massage Therapist

Dobra Sela Properties

Elaine's Animal Inn

Energy House

Engine 19 Volunteers

Exterior Designers

Debbie Farr

Jim Farr

Fergies 50's Diner

Fernwood Nursery

Floral Affair

Friends of the Ranchos Library

Chuck Hoover

Hurst Hardware

Jaxon Enterprises

Jay Chapel

Jerry Eddings Realtors

Golden Valley Unified School District

Harold Grant

Greenleaf Orchards

Guild Mortgage Company

Gunner Ranch

Jim Miller

Karz for Kidz

Kellner & Sons Properties

Kiwanis Club

Knight & Day Computer

Krueger Development Company

Steve Krueger

Legal Assistant Service

M & D Trucking

Madera Center-Community College

Madera County Dept. of Social Services

Madera County Economic Development Commission

Madera County Firefighters

Madera County Public Health Department

Margaret A. Thomas, C.P.A.

Mary Kay/Veronica Ann Hayes

Fred & Polly Mathes

Mike Villines

Morgan Fabric

MPS, Inc.

Mr. Fixit A/C & Heating

Primary Care Consultants, Inc.

Provost & Pritchard, Inc.

Purl's Sheet Metal & Air Conditioning

Quady, Brash & Leal Winery

R.V.D. Heating & Air

Ranchos Auto Repair

Ranchos Chevron

Sharry Rivas

Sun Belt Equipment Company

Parents United

Pistoresi Ambulance

Pizza Farm

Ranchos Dental Care

Ranchos Hill Seniors

Ranchos Independent

Ranchos Mortgage

Ranchos Pizza Factory

Kent & Ollia Ridge

Rio Del Sol Madera Ranch

Riverbend Ranches

Chuck Rovenstine

S&J Ranch

Sam's Club

Scrivner Real Estate

Sol Development Associates, LLC

Specialty Paint & Body Works

Steeltile - Bob Naden

Stuart Concrete

The Real Estate Network

Tina Ratto

Touch of Class Limousine Service

Town & Country Liquor

TPG Consulting, Inc.

Igal Treibatch 

Valley Wide Home Loans

Valley Yellow Pages

Vinyl Liner Pools

Virginia Vick

Nancy Watson - Realty Concepts

Bill Whyman

World Leadership Group

Yamaha 99

Wouldn’t you rather
deal with your neighbors

than with strangers?

If you’re not a member of
the Golden Valley Chamber
of Commerce, what are you
waiting for?

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce knows that the Madera Ranchos is a great place to

live, but what truly makes it such a special place are the people here who call it home. Many of those

people - your neighbors - are business owners here as well. Business is the backbone of a growing

community and these are the people and businesses that are helping to make our community thrive.

When you need to do business, consider your neighbors first!

Join the Chamber today! Call 645-4001 or email at goldenvalleychamber@theranchos.com

Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce • 37167 Ave. 12 #5C • Madera Ranchos, CA • 93638
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Another Proud Owner!

...a
nd so

can
you!

gosee

MICHELLE SHANNON OF 
THE MADERA RANCHOS

OWNS A BRAND-NEW 
2006 SILVERADO PICKUP ...

Ranchos area only. Expires 5/31/06

$5000
6 hour

rental time

BOUNCE HOUSE
RENTAL

only

Care Givers
Needed

Assist the elderly. Make a real difference in the
lives of the elderly. Provide non-medical help. Car required.

24 hrs. & shifts available in Fresno & Madera Counties.
Call Home Instead Job Line 265-3110

Service Schedule 
Sunday 10 a.m. & 6 p.m. 

3rd Monday of the Month 7 p.m. Manna Link Food Distribution 
For needy families.  Everyone Welcome!

Tuesday 7 p.m. Life Connections Home Groups   Thursday 7:30 p.m. Family Night
RE-Generation Youth Group—Generation NeXt Children's Ministry

Nursery Provided Ages 0-3 yrs. Sunday and Thursday Services

Senior Pastors Bernard & Linda Morris/ Resident Pastors Stoney & Amy Berna

On the corner of Ave.15 and Monreal

The Lighthouse
Christian Fellowship

15048 Monreal Rd. Madera, CA 93638 559-645-0722

nation of any conveyance between the
ranch and the Mendota Pool. Under
Azurix a large capacity canal was going to
be built linking the water bank to the
Mendota Pool. High quality Sierra snow
melt water from the rivers would be
pumped out of the bank and sent to the
Mendota Pool. From there it could be
transferred to several locations throughout
California and other western states. Lower
quality water with higher levels of salt
could be brought in from the Mendota
Pool down the canal and stored in the
ranch’s aquifer.

Now, under MID, the project is “land
locked” with a closed system. There is no
canal and there is a legally binding process
that prevents a conveyance system,

whether canals or pipelines, from linking
the ranch to the Mendota Pool. As stated,
the water stored underground is pumped
back into MID’s canals and distributed to
lands along that system. The project has no
physical means to send groundwater from
the ranch out of the county. It doesn’t
exist.

There are several other operational
differences between the two projects. The
amount of water stored has been reduced
from 600,000 acre feet to 250,000 acre
feet. This will protect surrounding
landowners from possible root zone intru-
sion of vineyards, orchards and row crops.
Ten percent of all water recharged must
remain to help offset the 100,000 acre feet

WATER Continued from Page 8

By Randy Bailey

On Tuesday, April 18, the Madera
County Board of Supervisors and Madera
Irrigation District (MID) announced that
they had reached an agreement to settle
the lawsuit the county had brought against
MID concerning specific details of MID’s
water bank plan.

Specifically, the county had brought a
suit under the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) regarding MID’s cer-
tification of the Environmental Impact
Report (EIR) for the project.

“The thrust of the litigation was the
inadequacy of the description of the proj-
ect as it was presented in  their EIR,” said
Madera County District 1 Supervisor,
Frank Bigelow. “The county believed that
there were going to be uses other than
agricultural purposes.”

At the heart of the issue, according to
Bigelow, was that the people of Madera
County  had to be guaranteed first rights to
any water stored in the projected water
bank before any excess water could be
sold to any other communities outside of
Madera County.

The way the plan is structured, thanks
to nearly a century of water rights legisla-
tion, litigation and arrangements, is that
MID has the right to a large percentage of
the water that comes out of Friant Dam for
the purpose of satisfying its water cus-
tomers. If MID wants to store its water in
a water bank prior to delivering it to its
customers, it’s fully within its rights. What
the County of Madera has been able to
successfully procure is the first rights to
purchase the storage capacity of the water
bank before anyone else. “If we’re not
able to purchase that capacity,  they go to
the next buyer,” Bigelow said. “We pro-
cured the first rights to that capacity.”

The guarantee that MID will be held
to these terms in the future is that if MID
elects to use the stored water for any use

other than irrigation, such as a sale to
developers or to a specific subdivision,
they will be required to file a new EIR
addressing that use. Then, the whole
process of public scrutiny and comment
will begin anew.

With this agreement, the county and
MID are both satisfied that their respective
concerns have been met.

Bigelow further stated that one of the
additional positive elements of the settle-
ment was MID’s agreement to some guid-
ing principles, namely creating a nine-per-
son oversight committee for the project.
One of the elements within their guiding
priciples that they have to abide by is the
provision that any exportation of water
outside the county will require a 9-0 vote.

A pretty tall order even on a good day.
Madera County was granted a full

voting member seat on that committee,
increasing it to 10 members, and now a
10-0 vote is required to sell any Madera
water outside of the county.

“You’d need a 10-0 vote to export it,
and you’d be pretty hard-pressed to get
that,” Bigelow said. He further noted that,
knowing all of the parties involved and the
degree to which Madera County has made
it clear  about its thoughts on exporting
Madera water, the likelihood of someone
stepping up to the committee and shipping
off Madera’s water would be extremely
doubtful.

“As a board we’ve been looking at
‘What’s good for the community as a
whole?’ and that’s what’s been achieved
here,” Bigelow said. “Number one thing
that I heard from everyone was, ‘Make
sure the water doesn’t leave our commu-
nity.’” Bigelow paused and said, “Deal
done.

“‘Make sure we have a say in the
matter,’” Bigelow paused again. “Deal
done.

“‘Make sure that we have ample
options to comment in the future,’”
Bigelow paused a final time. “Deal done.
What everyone wanted has been delivered and
I believe this is a good deal.”

Madera County and MID Settle
Water Bank Legal Differences

Please see   WATER   Page 21
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Sometimes even bad people do good deeds to appear

philanthropic - just look at Enron. The incumbent

District Attorney for Madera County says that he enjoys

his job, but do you want to elect a politician that contin-

ues to cost you money, while abusing his position and

bullying law-abiding residents? Or, do you want to elect a

qualified representative of the People?

What does your heart tell you?

JUST ONE MORE REASON TO VOTE CRIEGO FOR DA!

Shakedown Lawsuit Settled!

Ethics Violation Case Settled!

Madera County DA Pleads to Violating Ethics Code!

Madera attorney Steve Geringer says, "Wild West opera-

tions not isolated events!"

And now the Madera County DA wants you to return him

for four more years!

When do you say, "Enough is enough!"

JUST ONE MORE REASON TO VOTE CRIEGO FOR DA!

Are you wondering why so many individuals who once

supported the incumbent Madera County District

Attorney have now joined the more than 50 practicing

attorneys in the Central Valley supporting the chal-

lenger?
Don't vote in the blind when you can know the truth!

Visit www.criego4maderacountyda.org
JUST ONE MORE REASON TO VOTE CRIEGO FOR DA!

The incumbent Madera County District Attorney states

that he is tough. Perhaps he can tell you - if he is tougher

than tough - WHY rapists, sexual predators and other

violent criminals are allowed to plea bargain in violation

of the Penal Code and are not required to register as sex

offenders? Do you know whether a sex-offender lives

next door to you?Why not?

JUST ONE MORE REASON TO VOTE CRIEGO FOR DA!
The incumbent Madera County District Attorney says he

enjoys his job, but did you know that his enjoyment cost

taxpayers more than a half million dollars?

Why?
Because he violated the law and was reprimanded by the

State Bar of California and then failed to take responsi-

bility for his actions.

JUST ONE MORE REASON TO VOTE CRIEGO FOR DA!

The incumbent Madera County District Attorney says he

did nothing wrong, but U.S. District Court Judge

Anthony W. Ishii says the DA has committed the same

offenses routinely. Lack of remorse and the failure to

accept responsibility are reasons that criminals go to

prison.

Can you afford four more years?

JUST ONE MORE REASON TO VOTE CRIEGO FOR DA!

Rape?
Homicide?
Vehicular Manslaughter?
A million dollar theft from the School District?

All of these crimes and many more went without any

investigation because the incumbent Madera County DA

claimed he was too busy - but he wasn't too busy to extort

$500, costing the taxpayers more than a half million tax

dollars.
Now he wants four more years?JUST ONE MORE REASON TO VOTE CRIEGO FOR DA!

Did you know that if you made a political contribution to

support the incumbent Madera County District Attorney's

bid for re-election that you also paid his Bar dues, gave

him more than a $6,000 personal loan and paid for his

attorney fees?

I thought politicians weren't supposed to take advantage

of their constituents.

What about you?

JUST ONE MORE REASON TO VOTE CRIEGO FOR DA!

Associate California Supreme Court Justice and former

5th District Court of Appeals Judge Marvin Baxter, and

other Court of Appeals Judges, have said that the incum-

bent Madera County District Attorney has misled courts,

judges, juries and opposing counsel. The DA has cost

Madera taxpayers unnecessary thousands of dollars for

his personal gain. He enjoys the distinction of being the

only Central Valley District Attorney to be reprimanded

by the State Bar for ethical violations.

As a politician he wants four more years ...

What's left in your wallet?JUST ONE MORE REASON TO VOTE CRIEGO FOR DA!

When was the last time someone dropped $260,000 in

your lap? How often do you spend $287,000 on your

attorney? How often have you been responsible for a

$1,400 fine for withholding evidence?

After all this, the incumbent Madera County DA says he

wants four more years.

What do you say?

JUST ONE MORE REASON TO VOTE CRIEGO FOR DA!

The California Penal Code states that enumerated violent

crimes cannot be plea bargained. The incumbent Madera

County District Attorney has ignored the Penal Code and

has allowed violent criminals to plea bargain for house

arrest, then failed to take responsibility and blamed his

plea bargaining on the "busy" judges.

Can you believe that?

JUST ONE MORE REASON TO VOTE CRIEGO FOR DA!

Who gets YOUR vote for Madera County District Attorney?

Vote CRIEGO for Madera County District Attorney June 6
Paid for by Madera Residents for Responsible Government , Citizens for Law and Order and The Committee to Elect Franz Criego Madera County District Attorney FPPC#1284295

JUST ONE MORE REASON TO VOTE CRIEGO FOR DA! • www.criego4maderacountyda.org

Right Man, Right Choice,

Right Now!

Madera County

District Attorney
Franz Criego



poster printed in the paper) started mak-
ing calls and going door-to-door accus-
ing various neighbors of having the dog.
At one point, Mr. Arhens or his brother
called our neighbor at work posing as an
attorney threatening to get the sheriff to
search his house because they knew he
had their dog. Our neighbor immediate-
ly called his wife and cautioned her
about going home because he doubted
that authenticity of the call and wasn’t
sure what the people making the call
would do. The sheriff was called at that
time to report the threatening call and to
find out what they should do if anyone
did approach their home. It should also
be noted that the neighbor that received
this call wasn’t even home the night of
Feb. 6 and had no idea what had
occurred.

Several neighbors have additional
accounts of the threesome driving
around our block accusing them of hav-
ing his dog in their possession. No one
in our neighborhood has an account
where they were approached in a non-
threatening manner. All that I spoke to
were unnerved and concerned as to
what this threesome was capable of
doing. It also needs to be addressed that
our primary concern was for the young
MAN who was clearly in an acute and
serious situation. Some questions that
still await answers are: Why was Mr.
Arhens not carrying ID or wearing a
medic-alert bracelet? Why was he out
walking alone carrying a bag with sev-
eral changes of clothes? Why didn’t this
beloved dog have a collar, a leash,
and/or tags? Finally, why didn’t Mr.
Arhens and his brother and friend sim-
ply ask around as to the whereabouts of
this dog without the threatening phone
calls and accusations?

The article’s account of what
occurred leaves the reader with the
impression that we, as neighbors, stood
inside our nice warm homes, called 911
and couldn’t care less about a man seiz-
ing on the street. Nothing could be fur-
ther from the truth. My husband came
home genuinely concerned for this
young man. He also said that if any-
thing ever happened to him medically,
to put him in the car and take him to the
nearest hospital because the sheriff did
not “race to the scene” as the article
stated. He, who wasn’t the first on the
scene, stood and waited for 45 minutes
until help arrived.

I am sorry that Mr. Arhens hasn’t
located his dog, but as a pet owner
myself I go out of my way to ID my ani-
mals if they do get away. I realize that
pet tags frequently fall off collars, so I
take an inexpensive Sharpie pen and
write our phone number on all our pets’

collars so that they can be returned to
us. Furthermore, if I had to pick a
neighborhood to have a seizure in, it
would be ours. We have great neighbors
who go out of their way to help some-
one in need. We have collectively
searched for lost dogs, rounded up
escaped horses, returned lost dogs/cats
to the owners who are listed on the tags,
watched each others’ homes when on
vacation, cooked meals for those hav-
ing babies or having surgery, and gener-
ally supported each other in good times
and bad. We do not appreciate threaten-
ing phone calls or threats made in per-
son. There is a more neighborly
approach that Mr. Arhens and his com-
panions could have taken and not
caused such a disturbance in our neigh-

borhood. I am appalled that no one has
addressed Mr. Arhens responsibility to
ID himself and his pet and that the arti-
cle’s account of what had occurred was
completely one-sided and failed to
mention all that Mr. Arhens and compan-
ions did after the night of Feb. 6. If they
are going to bring the story to the atten-
tion of the community at large, they
should be forthcoming with the whole
truth!

Sincerely,

Proud wife of one of the good
Samaritans.

(Name witheld upon request.)
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Fresno Grangers Federal Credit Union • Golden State Printing

sponsored by

The Madera County Farm Bureau
invites you to our wine tasting and

auction to benefit the Madera
County Farm Bureau Scholarship

Fund for high school students
pursuing higher education   

held at the beautiful 
Sherman Thomas Ranch Estate

10795 Road 26, Madera

Madera County Farm Bureau
674-8871 or madera.cfbf.com

Tickets available in Madera at:
County Bank • 413 W. Yosemite

Creative Copy • 109 R St.
Fresno Madera Farm Credit • 305 N. I St.

Midland Tractor •1901 W. Cleveland
Madera County Farm Bureau • 1102 S. Pine

Sunday, May 7

$35 in advance - $40 at the door

for more information:

2 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Live & Silent Auctions • Hors d’oeuvres

Featured Wineries:
Agajanian Vineyards • Engelmann Cellars
Chateau Lasgoity • Canandaigua Winery

Ficklin Vineyards • Milla Vineyards
O’Neill Vintners & Distillers • Oak Hollow Winery

Quady Winery • The Wine Group
Two Friends Winery

Madera Pumps, Inc. • Purl’s Sheet Metal & Air Conditioning • Madera Tractor & Implement Co. • Security provided by Zak’s Security One

FREE 10-YEARPARTS & LABORWARRANTY

LETTERS Continued from Page 3 The Ranchos Independent welcomes
your letters. Whether you’re a fan or

someone looking for something
to line the birdcage, we want

to hear from you.

Send your letters to:

The Ranchos Independent
37167 Ave. 12 #5C
Madera, CA 93638

or
FAX 645-4002

or
ranchosnews@theranchos.com
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Pole Barns by
S.J. Leach Construction

Pole Barns by
S.J. Leach Construction

CCL# 526211
269-1956

Barns Big and Small,
Covers or Shop Buildings

(559) 269-1956(559)

Many sizes and colors from
which to choose

674-1663
14794 Hwy 41

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

  Grading
  Tree holes
  Fence post holes

call evenings

645-7826

BOBCAT WORK

TEETH
WHITENING

$130
OFF

Regularly $399.
Only $269 with this coupon.

Limited time only. One coupon per 
customer. Expires 7/31/06

CHILD S 
COMPLETE

DENTAL EXAM

$120
Includes:

 X-Rays and exam
 Simple cleaning

 Fluoride treatment
 Orthodontic evaluation

New patients only. Children
16 years old and under.

Limited time only. One coupon per 
customer. Expires 7/31/06
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With coupon. Expires 5/15/06With coupon

10-12%
OFF

TRUCK RENTALS
W/ AAA DISCOUNT

$2 OFF
FULL SERVICE

GOLD
CAR WASH

Spring
Savings

By Ken Cooksey, Jr.

We live in a place in time where it
seems to be limitless. We have more
available to us now than any other gener-
ation before us ever imagined. We have at
our fingertips the ability to tap into the
world around us via the World Wide Web.
We are able to view the lives of our
neighboring nations, the weather any-
where in the world, or the latest gadget
working its way into our everyday lives.
Perhaps all these are good to a degree, but
I can’t help but wonder if what we think
is getting us closer and closer to one
another is in reality causing us to become
more and more secluded from one anoth-
er. Has the time in which we live become
limit-less, or has it caused us to become a
people of limits?

We in the Madera Ranchos are a
unique people in that we seem to be a
more closely knit community, but even so
there are times when I will sit at one of
our local restaurants or walk into one of
our local businesses and walk right pass
someone that I think I know but I may not
say a word to them; I simply walk by
them and think to myself, “I should know
that person.” I know you would never do
such a thing or at least admit it, but I’m
sure if you would be honest you would
agree that you too have been in this very
same situation a time or two. Why is it
that in a time of limitless opportunities
we choose not to make that personal con-
tact with a stranger, who probably is our
neighbor? Why do we limit our lives to
just those who we know, or to what we
know.

Have we guarded ourselves so well
from the world around us that in doing so
we have imprisoned ourselves in our own
self-made sanctuaries? Are we so intel-
lectual now that we no longer have need
of a God? If so, what kind of limits have
we set for ourselves? Where will this
course we’ve made for ourselves take us?
If we become a god unto ourselves and
have no need of the one true God, where
– or in whom – does our hope lie? In our-
selves? I shiver at the thought.

I am 48 years old now and if I have
learned one thing, I have learned that I
can’t put my hope or trust in my own
thoughts and emotions much less anyone
else’s. I have learned that there has been
but one true anchor in my life, and that
has been the Bible. God has been there
when no one else could or would. I have
learned to trust in the one true voice of
truth (the Bible) to find my way when it
seemed as if there was no way, and when
all those around me believed there was no
way. Because I have done what the Bible

said to do, I have discovered how to truly
take the limits off of what I think is right
and true. The Bible says to live, I must
lay down my own life. Does this mean I
have to physically die in order to find true
happiness and peace? Absolutely not. It
does mean however, that my life must
take on the priorities according to God
and not according to me. It means that I
must seek Him and not seek after every-
thing and anything that simply pleases
me and me alone.

I have discovered that true happiness
and peace of mind only comes from
doing what is pleasing to God. Helping
others find Him, tending to the physical
needs of those around me, seeking to
know the one who knows us better than
we know ourselves, the creation seeking
and having a relationship with the creator.
How can one truly be at peace with him-
self without this relationship in place?
Without God in our lives we create limits
we can’t even see or of which we are
even aware. The Bible says, “… seek first
the kingdom of God and all these other
things will be given to you.” You see,
without the “God factor” in our lives, we
cannot attain the ALL!

I’m not sure how you feel about the
limits in your life, or if you have even
stopped to think about it, but I don’t
intend to live my life with all the limits
my own thoughts, actions and feelings
have – and will – produce in my life. I
know that God never intended for me or
you to live a life with such limitations on
it because I know what His word says
about it. His word says that He came to
give us life and that more abundantly. So
how do you get this more abundant life?
You must do what God’s word says to do
in order to get what God’s word says you
can get.

Let me encourage you to find out
how you can take the limits off of your
life and have this more abundant life
without limits of which I’ve been speak-
ing. We here in the Ranchos are fortunate
to have such wonderful churches in our
area that teach exactly what I’ve been
talking about. Go to one of them and ask
them to show you how you too might
have this new life, this life without limits;
this freedom you thought was unattain-
able is right there at the threshold of a
new beginning for you.

Limits are a man-made situation, not
a God-made life. He, whom the spirit sets
free, is free indeed! Take the limits off
and be free to love God, love your neigh-
bor, and love yourself as God always
intended for you to … without limits!

Ken Cooksey. Jr. is the pastor of the
Ranchos’ newest church, Liberty Worship
Center, located at 37275 Ave. 12.

The Pastor’s Desk

Who’s Placing Limits on You?

Always high quality at good prices!   559-645-5663

Residential & Commercial
• New Roofs
• Re-roofs
• Specialized in Repairs
• Roof Certification
• Roof Inspection
• Gutters
• Continuous Gutters
• Sky Lights - Sun Tunnels

Lic# 814909

Call for details. 
Expires 5/31/06

with any complete 
reroof or new roof

Up to 60 feet
CONTINUOUS GUTTERS

FREE
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37275 Avenue 12
We welcome everyone to come.

Come celebrate what God is doing in our community.
God said, “Let this be a sign to all, that the FLOODGATES

of heaven have truly opened wide.”

Affiliated with the World Harvest Church of Columbus, Ohio, Pastor Rod Parsley
in association with World Harvest Church Ministerial Fellowship.

Sun. 10 a.m. • L.W.C. Pastor Ken Cooksey, Jr. FOR MORE INFO CALL 645-1339



Alarmingly, high school graduation
is statistically one of the most dangerous
nights in the life of the average young
person. Increased use of alcohol mixed
with the liberation from 12 years of
school often proves to be a deadly com-
bination.

SOBER GRAD is a program through
the California Highway Patrol that pro-
vides fun for the big night, but in a sober
atmosphere so that there’s a day after
graduation for our young people.

Liberty High’s SOBER GRAD 2006
is going to be held Thursday night, June
1 at the Liberty High School Cafeteria
from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m., Friday morning.
Planned for the event is James Kellogg,

Jr., a comedy hypnotist and magician.
There is also going to be gladiator joust-
ing, a bungee run, a bounce house, a bas-
ketball tournament, Super Smash
Brothers, card games and much, much
more.

A raffle is planned all night long to
raffle off many items, and at 4 a.m. the
bidding begins for the “dorm room.”
Grand Prize. The seniors will be bidding
for different items from their winnings at
the various gaming tables. In addition,
pizza, hot dogs, hamburgers, hot
wings, meatballs, cookies, brownies,
popcorn and snow cones are scheduled
to keep the newly emancipated stuffed.
At 4 a.m. a breakfast of pancakes and

bacon will be served.
Sound great? Well the SOBER

GRAD people still need your help.
Items are desperately needed for the

raffles and auction. Each family of a
graduating senior is being asked to
donate two $25 items. They can range
from movies tickets to gift cards from
Best Buy or Starbucks or Jamba Juice
or Target or Fashion Fair … you get
the idea. Gas card are timely, or any-
thing your child would like to have. If
you’d prefer, just write out a check
made out to Liberty High Sober Grad
for $50 and the SOBER GRAD volun-
teers will do the shopping for you.
Donations for the raffle need to be

received by Friday, May 19.
You can also donate your time.

Parents are needed to work the following
shifts:

1) 10 p.m. to Midnight
2) Midnight to 2 a.m.
3) 2 a.m. to 4 a.m.
4) 4 a.m. to 6 a.m.
Please remember that this is a small

price to pay for keeping our graduating
class safe on what could be one of  the
most dangerous nights of their lives.

Keep our 2006 graduates safe!

If you have any questions, please
contact Sandra Carter at 645-0505
(home), or 209-974-4829 (cell).
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GRAND OPENING!

Vinyl Liner Pools
10 A.M. - 55 P.M.

at

SAT. MAY 13

FREE BBQ
HOT DOGS & SODAS!

sign up for the FREE drawing

36754 Ave. 12 • 645-5158 or 276-2669

18’ x 48” Doughboy Pool Package ALL Pool Supplies

all other Doughboy Pool
Packages 10% OFF

reg. $3,265 now $2,821

save $

EXPIRES 5/31/06

EXPIRES

5/31/06 444
OFF
10%

See you there!

Madera Ranchos • 645-7011
37184 Ave. 12 (next to Subway)

Mon-Sat 11am-10pm, Sun 4pm-10pm

Flatlander’s Day Special
Slice of Pizza & Coke $200

Ask About Our BIrthday Party Special

$200 OFF $100 OFF
any extra large pizza any large pizza

Expires 5/15/06 Expires 5/15/06

Sober Grad Needs Your Help to Help YOUR Kids Stay Safe After Graduation

Rocky Mountain News reported “Mile-
High Drug Hub” making Denver the
leading center for drug distribution in the
United States. It’s part of MS-13 Gang’s
dispersal of $128 billion in drugs cross-
ing our border with Mexico every year.
Ironically, Congress guards South
Korea’s border with 37,000 troops with
our billions in tax dollars, pats down
gray-haired ladies at our airports, spends
$80 billion annually on the war on drugs,
but leaves our border unguarded allowing
that $128 billion in drugs to cross year
after year. Additionally, terrorists from
any country can walk over the Mexican
border with a 99 percent chance of suc-
ceeding.

With a growing illegal alien popula-
tion exceeding 300,000 in Colorado, the
state House legislators on Wednesday of
last week defeated six bills to stop illegal
alien migration. One particular bill, HB
1134, would have given cops the ability
to arrest, detain and deport illegals. It was
soundly defeated after dozens of citizens,
including this Coloradan, testified to sup-
port the bills passage.

I demanded, “We are tired of being
collateral damage for illegal aliens.
We’re tired of being raped, killed, robbed
and our schools being trashed by multiple
languages while our medical systems
take better care of illegals than our own
citizens.”

Representative Francesca
Natividad Coleman remarked that it
was a Federal issue. I retorted, “We’re
the ones getting killed and raped here
locally and we’re tired of it.” Last
year, three Coloradans were killed by
illegals; Greeley, Colorado suffered
270 hit and run car accidents alone;
eight rapes by illegal aliens in Boulder
and thousands of robberies.

To top off the crisis in our Denver
schools, the Rocky Mountain News
reported the next day, February 21,
2006, “Welfare Surges 45%” with an
increase of 4,743 cases. They said it
was tough job hunting, but neglected
to mention that 300,000 illegal aliens
in Colorado stole jobs from
Coloradans in every sector: drywall,
construction, landscaping, fast food,
house painting, janitorial, paving and
dozens of other jobs formerly worked
by Coloradans.

Denver Mayor Hickenlooper hired
illegal aliens long before he was mayor
and one of his illegal employees, Raul
Gomez-Garcia, killed Denver police
officer Don Young last May.
Hickenlooper stood in direct violation
of federal laws and could have been
fined $2,000.00 per illegal alien hired
(estimated at 70 working in his restau-
rants) and he could have gone to prison
for five years. Governor Owens actually
endorsed a booklet showing illegal
aliens how to imbed themselves in
Colorado. He aided and abetted illegal

aliens, but didn’t receive a slap on the
wrist.

Since it’s happening in my state
with 300,000 illegal aliens, can you
imagine what is happening in California
with three million? Or, North Carolina
with one million? How about Illinois
with one million illegals? How about
Texas with 1.5 million? I know Texans
pay over $4.1 billion annually for edu-
cating their massive load of student ille-
gals.

We’re being colonized with over 9
million illegal alien Mexicans crashing
our schools, medical systems, language,
culture, parks, tax and welfare systems.
One look at the headlines of major
newspapers across the country echoes
and mirrors the Rocky Mountain News.

It stupefies me beyond comprehen-
sion that Americans sit back and watch
this invasion of their country without
any outrage. Worse, without any
response! More than that – without a
concern for their own kids’ future! Even
more horrific, the line of immigrants
from Mexico (and the world) shows no
sign of stopping, as the number of
Mexicans grows from their current 106
million to 200 million in this century.

As I open this can of worms week-
ly; as I expose this accelerating national
crisis weekly; as you experience its
quickening day by day – I would think
the outrage would reach fantastic levels.
But it is not! In fact, Bush, Congress and
governors of all 50 states not only watch
it happen, they actively aid and abet it.
Arlen Specter of Pennsylvania wants to
add another one to two million legal
immigrants annually. Senators John
McCain and Ted Kennedy want to give
amnesty to 20 million illegals and add
more in a guest worker program. Utah’s
Chris Cannon welcomes millions of
Mexicans as he encourages their
takeover of our country. His sidekick
Senator Orrin Hatch mirrors that senti-
ment. Representative Joe Baca of
California actively promotes the
takeover of California by Mexico as he
endorses “Reconquista of Aztlan.” As
Mark Twain said, “Suppose you were an
idiot; and suppose you were a member
of Congress; but then, I repeat myself.”
Twain got it right.

While 85 to 95 percent of the
American public wants our borders
secured, they stand around quietly
sucking their thumbs while doing noth-
ing. However, the outrage and arro-
gance of millions of illegal alien
migrants in America advances like
Paris, France’s, recent experience with
immigration. Ten thousand fire-
bombed cars and a month-long confla-
gration! We watched stupidly as if it
won’t happen to us. Think again! Of
the thousands of emails I receive, the
worst and the most frightening ones are
from citizens who tell me, “Keep your
powder dry!”

ILLEGALS Continued from Page 2

W/COUPON ONLY!  W/COUPON ONLY! W/COUPON ONLY!  W/COUPON ONLY!
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Landscaping & Remodeling • Ponds • Concrete Work • Lighting

Monte Pistoresi, President

(559) 673-8004
Fax: (559) 673-4699

1 1 3  N .  “ R ”  S t r e e t  • M a d e r a

WE ARE A PROUD
SPONSOR OF

FLATLANDER’S DAY

Pistoresi Ambulance
Service Inc.

645-4545
Family Fun ... Lets Ride

Your NEW dedicated Yamaha Power Sport Dealer
Hwy. 99 and Ave. 12

NOW OPEN!

Best Prices on New YAMAHA Products
We Service All Makes and Models

YAMAHA
A Division of Premiere Powersports, Inc. 99

Evapco West and S & J Lumber
received the Crystal Tower Award April 5
at the Third Annual Business and
Education Shareholders’ Luncheon. Both
businesses were recognized for their part-
nerships with Madera County schools.

Accepting the award for Evapco West
was general manager, Steve Levake.
Evapco was nominated by Sierra Vista
Elementary School’s principal, Sherri
DeFina. Levake allows employees one
hour each work week to volunteer at Sierra
Vista. Each volunteer goes into the class-
room and works directly with the students.

DeFina credits her students’ achieve-
ment to Evapco West’s volunteers spend-
ing time in the classrooms. “The one thing
that will help them [students] more than
anything else is time,” said DeFina.

Steve and Jill Cholewa, owners of S
& J Lumber, accepted the second Crystal
Tower Award. They were nominated by
Dr. Terry Kershaw, vice chancellor of the
North Centers, State Center Community
College District.

The Cholewa’s have donated money
to build an athletic field, a state-of-the-art
fitness center and aerobics/dance studio at
the Madera Community College Center.

“We’re here to support them all
because it’s important to Madera,” said Jill
Cholewa.

The Cholewa’s are also actively
involved with Madera Unified School
District. They were instrumental in sup-
porting passage of Measure B and annual-
ly participate in mock interviews at
Madera High School.

A special award was given to Madera
Unified School District’s Superintendent,
Dr. Julia O’Kane. O’Kane will be retiring
with Madera Unified after having worked

with the school district for 34 years and
serving as superintendent for the past eight
years. She was recognized for her service
in promoting educational partnerships
with new and established businesses in
Madera Unified.

The luncheon highlighted various
extra-curricular student activities from dif-
ferent schools in Madera County.

The program began with the Liberty
High School Cadet Corps and the presen-
tation of colors, followed by the National
Anthem sung by the Yosemite High
School Chamber Singers. Students from
Madera South High School of Agriculture,
Science and Engineering were the keynote
speakers at the event, speaking about their
experiences in the career school and how
business partnerships have encouraged
them to achieve their goals.

Robert Poythress, manager of
Citizens Business Bank in Madera served
as the Master of Ceremonies and the
luncheon was hosted by the Madera
County Compact and sponsored by
Florestone Products, Georgia-Pacific,
State Center Consortium and Wilkins
Enterprises.

The Madera County Compact is a
group of business, community and educa-
tion leaders working collaboratively to sup-
port efforts to improve the quality of life in
Madera County. They promote business
partnerships with schools to improve the
achievement levels and skills of students
and prepare young people for the increasing
demands of society and the workplace.

Past recipients of the Crystal Tower
Award include A/Dolphin Associates,
Bridge Store, FMC FoodTech, Mowers
Plus, Madera Community Hospital and
Sierra Telephone.

Business, Educators give Awards

Evapco West and S&J Lumber receive Crystal Tower Award,
but Madera County schools and students benefit.

Madera Unified School District Superintendent Julia O’Keefe (far left) and Madera
County Compact Chairperson Steve Mindt (far fight) congratulate Crystal Tower Award
winners (from left) Steve Cholewa of S&J Lumber, Steve Levake of Evapco, and Jill
Cholewa of S&J Lumber.

Liberty High’s Athletic Department
is getting ready to tee off with its 4th
Annual Golf Tournament on Saturday,
May 20 at Riverbend Golf Course. 

Liberty High’s Principal, Andy
Alvarado, has been named this year’s
tournament director and he’s looking
for duffers in the Ranchos.

This year’s tournament is being
held at beautiful Riverbend Golf
Course and is limited to the first 100
players who sign up. There will be a
“shot-gun start” at 1 p.m. for this four
man scramble tournament and entry
fees include cart and green fees, two
raffle tickets, tee prizes and dinner - not
to mention some great support for
Liberty High athletics.

Alvarado says there are still
some tournament sponsorships
available,  varying for different

levels of participation.
Since space is limited and since the

entry fee is only $100 per person, teams
need to get in as early as possible. If
you’d like to sign up, or if you just need
more information, contact Suzie
Dunnat Liberty High Scool at 645-
3500. You can also get more informa-
tion from their website at
www.gvusd.k12.ca.us. You can also fax
your entry to 645-4769 and if you’re a
huge fan of the U.S. Postal service you
can mail your entry to:

Andy Alvarado
Tournament Director
C/O Liberty High School
12220 Rd. 36
Madera Ca. 93638

Deadline is May 12, so get those
entries in. FORE!

FORE! Liberty Golf Tourney Nears
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645-1191
C&C Trucking

Sand • Fill Sand • Plaster Sand • Base 
Base Rock  • Fill Dirt • Cobblestone Rock

Rock Dust • Crushed Rock  • Top Soil
1/2 Crushed Rock • 3/4 Crushed Rock

A Delightful Touch
Beauty Salon

Hair: Cuts • Styles • Perms • Colors • Nails & Pedicures
Formerly “Hair to Toes”

• Cheryle Smith

• Sheila Sciacqua
• Robin Parks

37164 Ave. 12 #103 • Madera
(559) 645-8323

We also sell products,
makeup & more

• Paula Stuart
• Linda Ibarra

Treat Mom to Something Special at A Delightful Touch Beauty Salon!

Gift Certificates & Gifts Now Available
For Mother’s Day • May 14

• SAND • GRAVEL • ROCK •
• BASE ROCK • GRADING •

• DRIVEWAYS • HOUSE PADS •
• LOT DISCING • 289

-174
3

C
A

LL
B

O
B

We will be open from
7 a.m. until 2 p.m. on

Mother’s Day.

37193 Ave. 12, Madera Ranchos 645-4712

Home & Garden Shots

The Ranchos/Hills Senior Center came alive April 1 at the 14th Annual Spring
Home & Garden Festival where attendees got great buys on a variety of plants.

In addition to plants, the Seniors also had a bake sale, barbecue and full-blown
rummage sale.

A big hit for the little ones was the Discovery Toys booth featuring toys for children
of all ages. Photos : Tina Shannon

Some candid shots of the Ranchos/Hills Senior’s Home & Garden show. 

More than 100 junior high students
were scheduled to test their knowledge of
“The Chemistry of Matter” in the 2006
Academic Pentathlon Super Quiz held on
Tuesday, April 25. Students from 11
schools were to participate in this last
event of the 22nd annual five-event aca-
demic competition, which unfortunately
was not completed by press time.

In this event, each student was to
answer 15 questions out of 30 as part of
this team competition. At the end of 30
questions, the 7th grade and 8th grade
teams with the best overall score won.

“The Super Quiz is such a great
event because the score is a team effort,
and the event challenges students to work
together to achieve success,” said Cyndy
Dolph, Educational Services Division
Administrator for Madera County Office
of Education.

The event at Liberty High School
awarded first, second and third place

winners from the other four events as
well as the night’s winners.

“The middle school students in
Madera County put so much time and
effort into studying for these events, they
should really be commended,” said
Dolph. “The awards ceremony is our
way to recognize the efforts of our 7th
and 8th grade students.”

Schools participating in the Super
Quiz include Chawanakee Academy,
Coarsegold Elementary, Dairyland
Elementary, Jack G. Desmond Middle,
Howard Elementary, Martin Luther
King, Jr. Middle, North Fork Elementary,
Ranchos Middle, Raymond-Knowles
Elementary, St. Joachim and Thomas
Jefferson Middle Schools.

The other Academic Pentathlon
events included a speech competition, an
Essay/Literature test, an event called
Destination Imagination and the Math
Tournament. 

Academic Pentathlon, Super Quiz
At Liberty High Awards Ceremony
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By Eleanore Burchell

The big news this month was our 14th
Annual Spring Home & Garden Festival
that was held on Saturday, April 1. Even
the sky was on our side with the sun shin-
ing brightly all day even though showers
were predicted. We were so thankful for
this! Our fearless Home & Garden leader,
Whitney Johns, planned and executed
another wonderful and productive event.
This took hours of his time and much ener-
gy on his part. Thank you Whitney, as

many, many bargain seekers came out to
enjoy our sale, to bask in the nice weather
and buy. The trees in the nursery section
left by the truckload. Yes, we had an
extremely successful plant sale. Both the
pancake breakfast and the lunch hamburg-
ers and hot dogs sold out. Thanks also to
most of our membership who worked hard
in other areas. There are others members
who have a willing heart and mind, but not
a willing body. We appreciate them too!

There were two particular points of
interest to me personally at the sale. One
was seeing the little boys’ eyes shine after
they sat in the cab and were being lifted
down from the Fire Engine on display by

our local Fire Department employees. The
children were given a badge to stick onto
their shirts and a coloring book. Thank
you, Firemen, you did a good job! My sec-
ond thrill was visiting the taxidermist’s
stall and seeing the wolf with his beady
eyes and long claws.

Sorry if you missed our sale – you
might also have found something, such as
I did, that you will keep thinking about for
days.

The next monthly sale will be held on
Saturday, May 6. If you need a tree or two,
come in and check out the varieties. Spring
is the time the flowering plants start to
come in. The Treasure House has been
gearing up for this sale with many, many
new items.

The Ranchos/Hills Senior Center’s St.
Patrick’s Day Corn Beef and Cabbage
Dinner held Friday, March 17 was a huge
success thanks to the cooks, Jean Barrow
and Ruth Baker. Eighty-one meals were
served and enjoyed by both Senior Center
members and guests from the community.
Corrine Harms playing her keyboard and
filled the evening with music. Don
Burchell sang two Irish songs. Fifteen
door prizes were given away. The 50/50
raffle was drawn and Harry Tomaino was
the lucky winner of $111. A great time was
had by all!

The March Birthday and Anniversary
get-together was held March 25 at the
Madera IHOP with 29 celebrants in atten-
dance. The April celebration is planned for
Saturday, April 22 at 2 p.m. at the Madera
Perkos.

We don’t want you to get out of the
habit of coming in to see us on weekdays

so remember the produce, plant and bou-
tique sections are available Monday
through Friday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
Tuesdays from 6 to 9 p.m., and Thursday
evenings between 6 and 9 p.m. The pro-
duce section now has oranges, grapefruit,
lemons, tangerines, etc. Just drop in to see
us and check out what’s new or different.

More Facts and Fun
A nutritionally balanced lunch pro-

gram Monday through Friday 11:30 a.m.
Suggested price for 60 years and older is
$1.75. Reservations are needed a day in
advanced so remember to call Joann at
645-4864. There is still room in the well-
attended exercise class on Monday,
Wednesday and Fridays from 10:15 to
11:30 a.m. You need not be a member to
attend these classes. The attendance has
been growing but there is always room for
one or two more – you and your friend!
Remember Line Dancers meet on
Thursdays at 1 p.m. It is another way to
exercise but still have fun. Joann is still
trying to book an AARP 8-hour driving
instruction class 55 ALIVE. Believe me,
this is a busy place and there are times we
need an extra day or two in a month to fit
in all of these things. A six-week watercol-
or art/painting class started on April 5,
2:30 to 4:30 p.m. Please accept my apolo-
gy for not sharing this information in last
month’s article, but the news was just
received. These classes are open and free
to Ranchos Community adults. No prior
watercolor experience is needed. The
instructor can be reached by calling 645-

GOLDEN STATE WINDOW FASHIONS

50% OFF
ON ALL SERVICES800 - 655 - 3143

559- 479- 0520
and other brands

Residential
& Commercial

Serving the Valley Since 1927

• Shutters
• Drapery

• Mini Blinds
• 2” Blinds

Expires 5/31/06

Hunter Douglas

FREE ESTIMATES • FREE INSTALLATION

3 Day Service
Available

Home & Garden Festival Hits a Home Run with Ranchos Residents
Senior Report

Please see SENIORS Page 24
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Your paid membership to the Alliance for Affordable Services
allows access to member benefits designed to provide many
professional and lifestyle benefits geared to your needs for
your family business, your family and your personal needs.

• Affordable rates
• NO pre-certification 

requirements
• 24-hour on-and-off-the 

job coverage
• Your choice of doctors 

and hospitals
• You can’t be singled out for 

rate increase or cancellation

• $1 million Lifetime 
Maximum Benefits
($500,000 per each injury
or illness)

• Choice of deductibles
• Coverage for family members

TRUCKING 645-5363
Chad Harr

CA# 142100

Fill Dirt  Topsoil  Humus  Bark  Chips  River Rock 
Crushed Rock Base Rock Rock Dust Cobble Stone

Driveway Base Fill Sand Washed Sand  Plaster Sand

We are a Proud Supporter of the
Flatlander’s Day Parade

We’re

Lic. 463756 SINCE 1952

People
In Heating & Cooling

SERVICE

674-22774

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

 Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included
 AM PM
Medications

 Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday 
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM 

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!

“HOME OF THE BIG ROLL”

30% - 60% Everyday Savings
1820 E. McKinley (Near Blackstone) 445-0206

Dave Bruno Electric

24177 Tropical Drive • Madera, CA 93638Lic.#772573

Industrial • Commercial 
Electrical Services

673-6875

Business Profile

By Randy Bailey

Necessity truly is the mother of
invention. With the booming real estate
market exploding all around California,
and in the Ranchos specifically, Patty
Grissom of Ranchos Mortgage took the
classic entrepreneurial path: She saw a
need and filled it.

“We needed at least one mortgage
company out here,” Grissom said as she
reflected on the many real estate offices
in the Ranchos, but the noticable lack of
any brick and mortar mortgage compa-
nies.

Ranchos Mortgage is only about
one month old and is located in the
Maywood Center on Avenue 12. It came
about after Grissom got her feet wet
working for some other mortgage com-
panies and after a brief stint of working

out of her home, here in the Ranchos.
She has set up Ranchos Mortgage to be
a full service mortgage company fully
capable of handling purchases, refi-
nances, construction loans, lot loans and
even commercial loans.

To make sure that all of her Ranchos
customers are handled with the utmost
care, Grissom has a staff of four full-
time and four part-time employees.

“We’re open Monday through
Friday from 8:30 to 5 o’clock,” Grissom
said. “But we’re available weekends and
evenings by appointment. We know  that
most people work during the week.”

From her location behind Fergie’s
Diner, Grissom is pleased with her new
operation, her staff and her choice to
make Ranchos Mortgage the newest
business in the Madera Ranchos. From
37193 Ave. 12 she reflects on why she
chose our neighborhood.

“Because this is a good area ... and I
like the community,” she smiled.

The crew at Ranchos Mortgage are ready to help you with that next loan.
From left are Jean-Ann Ward, Loan Officer; Stephanie Fursman, Loan
Officer; Jorge Miranda, Loan Officer; Patty Grissom, Owner/Loan Officer;
and Debbie Kelley, Loan Officer.

Financing the American Dream
Now at Ranchos Mortgage
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A Locally Owned & Operated alternative to 
the national chain stores. We have over 28
years of experience along with the knowledge

to answer your questions.

WHEN EXPERIENCE COUNTS
COUNT ON 

33 E. Minarets Ave., Fresno, Ca
Monday – Saturday

9:00am to 5:00pm
John Roberto: Owner

Store: 438-POOL (7665)

Authorized Dealer

We carry all types of Pumps,Filters, Parts, 
Pool Sweeps, Chemicals, Etc.  Compare our prices!

We are located on the Southern rim of River Park, just behind 
D & L Roses, East of Blackstone, down the street from Kohls.

We guarantee 

personal atten
tion

when you walk 
in the door.

647-8349647-8349
Ron Rousey

Opr.# 10829 Lic.# RA44954

$55 $30
Initial

Service
Additional

Months

Special

Local Ranchos
Resident

 Yard cleanups 
& hauling

 Lawn & garden
service

 Maintenance
 Weekly & 
monthly service

 Weed control

patios  decks  remodels  additions 
shops  garages  houses

bonded & insured,  Lic.# 834030

King’s Construction

960-3375Call Josh

Local

contractor of annual overdraft of Madera County’s
aquifers. The number of recovery wells
have been reduced from 100 to 40 and
they are now located in the middle of the
property to prevent neighboring wells
from being drawn down.

About 10,000 acres of the ranch have
never been tilled and remains in the same
condition it was in before the Valley was
settled. This is the largest remaining con-
tiguous block of land on the Valley’s floor
that has never been farmed. It is home to
rare plants and animals and is located in
the middle of the upland recovery corridor.
The land is crisscrossed with swales – nat-
ural depressions where water flows. These
swales have tremendous recharge capabil-
ities and thousands of acres of recharge
basins won’t have to be carved from the
land. In order to get governmental
approval for the project MID had to sub-
mit an Environmental Impact Report for
comment. Not one environmental group
challenged the EIR. Not the Sierra Club,
not even the NRDC.

Other Issues
Some members of the community

have claimed MID’s project is a front to
sell water out of the county and some of
these people supported the Azurix plan
and stood to make a lot of money broker-
ing water. Others have urban development
plans of their own, but not the water
required by law to begin building. 

There isn’t any channel for banked
groundwater to leave the county, however,
there is the issue of surface water. Under
MID’s project the water saved in the bank
will be used on lands within MID’s area
first. With an additional EIR this will free
up MID’s surface water stored in Millerton
Lake that could be used for areas in
Madera County such as the mountain com-
munities of Oakhurst and Coarsegold.
MID’s canal system runs through the mid-
dle of southeast Madera County. It would
be an understatement to say the Madera
Ranchos and the proposed Rio Mesa devel-
opment areas’ water table has dropped dra-
matically since 1950. The extra water pro-
duced by the additional storage of MID’s
water bank could help alleviate the severe
over draught of groundwater in parts of the
county with the greatest water deficit. 

One group opposed to the water bank

project has made claims that the water of
the people of Madera is at stake, however
this is misleading. The water that falls as
rain and snow and ends up in the rivers
and reservoirs actually belongs to the gov-
ernment – or at least if you want some of
it you have to buy it from the government.
The citizens of Madera County do not col-
lectively have a contract with the United
States Bureau of Reclamation for water
from Millerton Lake. And if they did, how
would it be conveyed from the lake for
their place of use? Eastern Madera County
citizens are looking at ways to form a spe-
cial district to finance the piping of water
from the San Joaquin River to the moun-
tain communities, just like farmers formed
MID in the past.

All of the water in the San Joaquin
River was allocated long ago and as a set-
tlement in the Friant/NRDC lawsuit comes
to a close, a huge amount of the water
already under contract will be taken from
the area.

MID has contracts for water and the
canal system to move the water to where it
is needed. Not the county or the chamber
of commerce or the supervisors. MID and
most of the water and irrigation districts in
California have what could be called “the
ways and means” to get water to where it’s
needed when it’s needed and that has been
done with huge investments in infrastruc-
ture, cooperation and management; often
despite governmental red tape.

Another concern that has been
addressed many times is how the water
bank will be financed.

MID has issued bonds. Not the coun-
ty, not private interests, but MID issued
the bonds based on its ability to obtain the
credit necessary to do so because of its
sound financial base. This has not been
done in secret. As a public agency MID is
held to legal requirements to notify its
agendas and disclose its actions. Bonds
have been used to finance government and
corporate projects since before the United
States had 13 colonies. The documents are
public, the meetings held were open. This
is a matter of public record backed up by
signed affidavits. 

MID’s farmers saw the need for Friant
Dam 80-plus years ago and once again MID
is looking to secure more storage and a reli-
able supply of water for the next 80-years.

WATER Continued from Page 10

SAY YOU SAW IT IN 
The Ranchos Independent
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Hrs: Mon. - Sat. 11-7, Sun. 11-5

559-674-5151
2073 A.W. Cleveland Ave., Madera
( In the Walmart Shopping Center)

www.aomadera.com

2 YEARS

0% INTEREST!* 1 YEAR0% INTEREST!
all FRIGIDAIRE appliances

MONOGRAM 36-inch

RANGE HOOD
1,099$

$
RANGE TOP

MONOGRAM BUILT-IN

REFRIGERATORS
3,999$

PROFILE BOTTOM MOUNT

FRENCH DOOR REFRIGERATOR
1,439$

1,399
MONOGRAM 36-inch

*GE Stainless Steel • GE Profile
& GE Monogram Appliances

GET UP TO $500 REBATE ON GE PROFILE!
GET A $1500 REBATE ON DCS KITCHEN!
GAS DRYERS STARTING AT JUST $169!

GE MICROWAVES FOR ONLY $69!

K75-CA692

Free Activation

Thank you for using Lifeline!1-866-674-9900, extension 4450
CALL TOLL FREE

Call to order Lifeline service and redeem this coupon

Available at participating programs only. Not to be combined with any
other offer. Applicable tax must be applied. Monthly service and shipping
and handling fees apply. Minimum stay on service may be required.
Activation fee varies.

Coupons expire May 31, 2006

“The best thing about
Mother’s Day is seeing

Mom. The worst is leaving
her alone afterward.”

Give the Gift of Independence:
LIFELINE

PERSONAL EMERGENCY RESPONSE SYSTEM
•Lifeline calls for help when you are home alone by the
push of a button worn as a necklace or bracelet. Monitored
by trained operators around the clock for medical and non-
medical emergencies.

CRONINCRONIN MARINEMARINE REPREPAIRAIR
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR

INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

Jim Cronin
Madera Ranchos

Chrysler

Phone: 645-1977Since 1964

FORCE
OUTBOARDS

Get Ready for Spring!

Tune-UUp
Your Yard

Gear!

661-0355
1097 S. Granada    Suite #B      Madera

TUNE-UP SPECIAL

Regular Tune-Up With This Coupon

$1000 OFF
Spring Is Just Around The Corner

Lawnmowers • Edgers • String Trimmers

Expires 5/31/06

We are a

proud sponsor of

Flantlander’s Day!

By Assemblyman Mike Villines

Like the convergence of cold air from
the north and warm air from the south cre-
ating the perfect storm, that’s how it felt
the last two weeks before the deadline to
get the Governor’s infrastructure bond
package on the June ballot. A clash of
political ideologies that created policy
waves, which no matter what side of the
debate you were on, left many in the
Capitol feeling like they had just survived
the perfect storm. The atmosphere in
Sacramento has calmed a bit, but only
long enough to gear up for committee
hearings and the next perfect storm – the
annual state budget debate.

California is a state with vast-reach-
ing policy issues and an economy that is
the fifth largest in the world. The policy
considerations faced by elected represen-
tatives have far reaching impacts on the
daily lives of all Californians. So much so
that I believe a careful long-term approach
to planning for our state’s needs should be
the process we adopt.

Unfortunately, this in not the case.
The legislative and budget process in
Sacramento is a fast paced, short term
approach of trying to address budget and
policy problems that currently exist versus
carefully planning for and avoiding these
problems before they arise. The current
one-year budget cycle lacks an organized
structure to develop and adopt long-term
strategic planning for the annual invest-
ment of more than $100 billion in state
resources.

This begs the obvious question:
“Should the Legislature adopt a two-year
budget cycle and limit the number of bills
introduced for the purpose of developing
long-range policies and plans for
California’s future?” I say that is exactly
what we should do! That is why I have
jointly authored ACA 19, which would
require the state to adopt a two-year budg-
et; require the legislature to meet solely to
pass a budget during the first year of the
biennial session; require the legislature
meet for all other purposes in the second
year of the biennial session and; impose a
limit on the number of bills, constitutional
amendments, or resolutions that may be
introduced to 25 for Senators, 20 for
Assembly members, 30 for budget com-
mittees and five for policy committees.

The current budget process doesn’t
lend itself to program evaluation or
accountability because the programs are
focusing on short-term needs for spending
authority rather than the effectiveness of

the program. As a result, the Legislature is
unable to determine whether or not the
investment of state resources should con-
tinue as a priority. Establishing a two-year
budget cycle would create a better process
for long-term planning and program
review and accountability.

By splitting the biennial session into
budget and policy sessions, all Legislators
would participate and focus solely on
budget issues during the first year. In the
second year, all Legislators would focus
and participate on policy matters rather
than splitting limited time between both
functions as is currently the process.
Under the current process, Legislators
often find themselves trying to attend
budget hearings and policy hearings
simultaneously. In the end, neither com-
mittee benefits from this chaotic process
and the biggest losers in the process are
the California Taxpayers.

In addition to the broken budget
process, the Legislature suffers from an
avalanche of silly bills each year. Over
5,000 bills are introduced per session,
including proposals to address such issues
as voter outreach to prisoners, permission
for teenagers to use tanning beds, regula-
tion of the delicacy foie gras and making
sure state buildings follow the principals
of feng shui. The non-partisan Legislative
Analyst’s Office estimated that each bill
costs the taxpayers an average of $18,600
to consider. Despite serious problems with
water supply, energy, infrastructure and
education, some legislators still shy away
from the difficult-to-tackle issues in favor
of chasing headlines.

A splitting of the biennial session
between budget and policy debates would
concentrate the attention of legislators and
staff on higher priority proposals, instead
of spread thin over a plethora of half-
baked bills.

Assemblyman Villines represents the
29th Assembly District, which includes the
Madera Ranchos.

Calm before the Next Perfect Storm

An open letter from California State
Assemblyman Mike Villines
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Madera Community Hospital 
MCH

Invites you and
your family to

Blues Festival 2006
an afternoon of

Blues Music & Food

MCH Custom Catering
Hamburgers / Hot Dogs
For more information

Call Rae 675-5503

May 20, 2006
2 - 7pm

Sherman Thomas Ranch
Tickets: $25 adults

$10 Children
Children 4 and under free

Fun for the 
ENTIRE Family

Raffle, Refreshments,

Face Painting & More!

Music by:Oklin Bloodworth2:30 - 3:15pmShane Dwight Band4 -7pm

LEGAL NOTICE
“MADERA COUNTY HAS DECLARED THAT THE GROWTH AND
ACCUMULATION OF WEEDS IN THE UNINCORPORATED AREA
OF THE COUNTY POSES A FIRE SAFETY AND PUBLIC HEALTH
RISK AND THEREFORE HAS DECLARED WEEDS A SEASONAL
AND RECURRING NUISANCE. THE RESPONSIBILITY TO ABATE
SUCH NUISANCE LIES WITH THE INDIVIDUAL PROPERTY
OWNER. THIS YEAR THIS NUISANCE MUST BE ABATED ON OR
BEFORE MAY 1, 2006.”

Due to the weed regrowth and the continual hazard throughout the summer.
HAZARD ABATEMENT MUST BE MAINTAINED THROUGHOUT
THE FIRE SEASON. This may require REDISCING/HAZARD ABATE-
MENT MORE THAN ONCE AS WEEDS AND HAZARD grow back.

“Creating Meaningful Funerals that Celebrate Life”

Lic. # FD-1697
801 E. Yosemite  662-8825

COMPLETE FUNERAL SERVICES
• Standard Casket Selection

Hardwood or 20 gauge steel casket

• Traditional Funeral Service
1 day viewing for family and friends

• Memorial Package Includes:
Register book
100 memorial folders
25 acknowledgment cards

• Transportation to Cemetery
Local cemetery within 50 miles

$5,595
- $600discount

$4,995
For more information call

(559) 662-8825 or visit us at 801 E.
Yosemite Ave., Downtown Madera.

Call to pre-arrange yours today.

By Thea Fiskin

The much anticipated spring has
arrived. Finally we can plant just about
anything we want without fear of frost.
When buying seedlings in six-packs or
small pots remember bigger is not always
better, quality is what is important. Look
for dark green leaves, a thick stalk, no yel-
lowing or shriveling. Don't throw those
Easter lilies or chrysanthemums away,
when they are done blooming remove
from their pot and plant in a sunny loca-
tion of the garden.

What to Plant
Annuals – Alyssum, blanket flower,

cleome, cockscomb (celosia), coleus, cos-
mos, impatiens, lobelia, love-in-the-mist,
marigold, moss rose (portulacas), nico-
tiana, marigold, periwinkle (vinca), petu-
nia, salvias, sunflower and zinnia. Not
snapdragons, pansies or primroses, or any
other cool-season annual as their season is
over.

Bulbs – Spring is the time for planting
caladium, callas, cannas, dahlia, gladiolus
and tuberose. Stagger the planting of glad-
iolus over several weeks to lengthen the
bloom period.

Perennials – Sow seeds or plant
seedlings of baby breath, candytuft, carna-
tion, coneflower, coreopsis, dianthus, hol-
lyhock, statice, verbena and wallflower
(erysimum).

Herbs – Hooray! It's time to plant
basil, as well as, cilantro, chives, curly or
Italian parsley, lavender, oregano, sages
and thyme. These herbs don't just belong
in a tiny herb pot – many are very orna-
mental. Try purple basil with white cone-
flower or trailing rosemary around the feet
of roses.

Veggies – In early April there's still
time for beets, lettuce and radishes. In late
April plant only the heat lovers: beans,
corn, cucumber, eggplant, melons, okra,
peppers, summer squash and tomatoes.
Once again be sure to check out seed pack-
ets for varieties not available as seedlings.

Garden Chores
Fertilize – Plants grow at a phenome-

nal rate in the spring. Feed lawns, roses,
shrubs and trees (just about everything)
with a balanced fertilizer. Use acid fertiliz-
er on azaleas, gardenias and rhododen-
drons after they flower. When daffodils
and other spring bulbs finish bloom and
before leaves wither, give them a shot of
fertilizer for next year's flowers. If citrus
leaves are looking a little yellow, then

spray them with a liquid chelated iron/zinc
mixture. This is great for gardenias and
many other iron chlorotic shrubs too!

Pinch/Prune – Pinch annuals and
perennials for dense growth and more
bloom. Prune spring flowering shrubs,
such as azaleas, camellias, forsythia and
lilac, when they finish blooming. Since
they bloom on year-old growth they will
have an entire year to develop new wood.
Azaleas don't need to be pruned every
year, just remove any long shoots to keep
them compact. A good "rule of thumb"
when pruning any shrub or tree is prune
them to shape and don't remove any more
than 1/3 of the growth. Do not trim or
braid foliage on bulbs until it has turned
completely yellow to allow plants to store
nutrients for next year.

Critter control – It's not too soon to
control mosquitoes. Drain any standing
water and add mosquito fish or goldfish to
ponds. Bait or handpick slugs and snails.
Do you have white blobs of foam on your
plants? There is a little bug is in the center
of that foam called a spittle bug. Just wash
the foam and the bugs off with the hose.

Citrus Woes – Citrus leaves may turn
a little yellow this time of year so give
them an application of nitrogen. Spread
the fertilizer evenly over the entire root
zone and water well. During the period of
March through July it's normal for citrus
trees to drop leaves, so don't panic. Bud
and small fruit drop is also normal.
However if the leaves are stippled you
have a spider mite infestation. If the leaves
are crinkled you have thrips. Sooty leaves
are a sign of a problem with aphids, scale
or whitefly. Blast plants with a jet of water
from a hose. That's right; a strong spray
will dislodge and drown pests such as
aphids, mites and whiteflies. Don't forget
to spray the undersides of leaves. If infes-
tations are heavy, try using an insecticidal
soap. Ants protect aphids from the natural
insect predators that feed on aphids. Wrap
sticky barriers to trees to prevent ants from
protecting the aphid infestation in your
trees.

Thea Fiskin is a UC Master Gardener
with Tulare/Kings County. Master
Gardeners are members of communities
who are trained by UC Cooperative
Extension experts in different aspects of
plant science and then volunteer to extend
that information to their community. The
mission of the Master Gardener program
is to provide research-based information
for gardening practices and technologies
of home horticulture, integrated pest man-
agement and environmental resource con-
servation.

Time to get Garden Serious at Last!
Gardening Tips
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• grading • holes (9” - 24” dia.)
• trenching (6” wide up to 4’ deep)

wanna move
some dirt?

718-8536
DIG DUG TRACTOR SERVICE • RANCHOS RESIDENT

SPRING SPECIAL ON CARPET CLEANING

FREE ESTIMATES • PICK UPS • DELIVERY
Persian • Chinese • Indian • Pakistan

CARPET? TILE & GROUT? UPHOLSTERY?
AGGREGATE FLOORS? PET STAINS & ODORS?

20%
OFF 800-655-3143

559-479-0520ANY
CLEANING JOB

Expires 5/31/06

Water Extraction 24 Hour Emergency Response

37184  Avenue 12, Suite 104 Madera Ranchos
645-0122 Next to the

Pizza Facory

Internet Ready Computers
IBM, Think pads, PIII, 1.2 ghz, 40 gig hd,

dvd & 256 mb ram
ONLY $520

Hurry while
supplies last

Mother s Day/Flatlander s Day Special
5 in Stock

1137 if you want to call about a late enroll-
ment.

Remember bingo is held every
Tuesday evening from 5:30 to 9 p.m.

Up and Coming Events
April 18, 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Madera County Health Department
Nurses Health Screening.

April 22, 2 p.m. Birthday and
Anniversary Dinner, Madera Perkos, 1825
W. Cleveland.

April 27, 6 p.m. Monthly potluck with
Oriental Foods theme, then Hand and Foot
or Pinochle.

May 6, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. The next
monthly sale. Be sure to visit us!

Weekly Events
Monday, Exercise Class, 10:15 to

11:30 a.m.
Monday through Friday Lunch

Progam, 11:30 a.m. (Reservations needed,
call Joann 645-4864).

Tuesday, Pinochle, noon until ???
Tuesday, BINGO, 5:30 to 9 p.m. (Hot

dogs, hamburgers, desserts and more
available).

Wednesday, Exercise Class, 10:15 to
11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, Card BINGO, noon to 1
p.m.

Thursday, Line Dancing, 1 p.m. 
Thursday, Potluck then Hand & Foot

or Pinochle, 6 to 9 p.m. (Please bring your
own plate and silverware.)

Friday, Exercise Class, 10:15 to 11:30 a.m.

We have shared information about
our Senior Center with you in mind in
order to acquaint you with us. We wel-
come you to come and be one of us as
our organization offers and promotes
social, educational and civic activities
which provide a better quality of life
for all senior citizens. You have
received an invitation. Hope to see
you soon?

SENIORS Continued from Page 19

Madera Ranchos Flood Report 2006
The exceptionally wet winter and

spring weather has made its presence
known throughout all of California, and
the Ranchos is no exception. While the
seemingly never-ending rain fell
throughout the Ranchos community, sev-
eral people were heard commenting on
how bad the incessant rainfall was and
how much destruction had to be befalling
Ranchos homeowners.

In the Ranchos, the job of respond-
ing to flooding situations and attempts at
education and prevention falls squarely
on the shoulders of the local volunteer
fire station. Chuck Hoover is the volun-
teer fire captain at the Ranchos’ Madera
County Fire Station 19, located at 35141
Bonadelle. According to Hoover, the
only damage from flooding this year was
minimal.

“Other than the homes that are in
low-lying areas, where there’s nothing
you can do for them, the only damage
this season was a washed out driveway at
John Albert Drive and Road 36,” Hoover
said. “The Ranchos did great this year.”

One area of concern was the
increased creek activity this year. “It
came from the tabletops across 41 this
year,” Hoover said. 

According to Hoover, it appears that
the excessive water collected in the
tabletop mountains just east of Highway
41 reached a saturation point and the
excess water just began to flow, filling
dry creek beds that had been present
since ancient times with a full, steady
flow of water. “The water was not com-
ing from the subdivisions,” Hoover said,
stressing that subdivision water was
moving as it should and was not causing
problems. “It travelled across the flat-
lands and gradually built up around Road
36.”

There at 36 near Avenue 15 the
water covered the road at least a couple
of times at the height of the rainfall. It
was there that the water built up the most
and caused the damage to the driveway.

“It’s not an unworkable situation,”

Hoover said, pointing out that two other
homes to the west of the damaged prop-
erty had no damage, even though they all
share a common ditch. “They reinforced
their driveways and there was no dam-
age.”

Each year the fire station makes
sandbags available to the community,
with empty bags available for free and
piles of sand sitting nearby awaiting your
elbow grease. “This year Valley Teen
Ranch volunteered to fill sandbags for
people,” Hoover said. “The filled over
100 bags and did a real good job.”

When questioned about homes in
low-lying areas, Hoover said he had
heard about one; a mobile home occu-
pied by a handicapped person in the
backyard of a home. “They used over 20
sandbags and the water never got past the
bags,” Hoover said.

Area resident Bill Whyman said that
a common problem is the misuse of
sandbags during flood conditions. “You
see pictures on TV of sandbags piled up
around a doorway as the water comes b
ut that won’t do a thing,” Whyman said.
The secret is to apply heavy sheets of
plastic to the openings of your home and
then use the sandbags to anchor them.
“It’s the plastic that keeps the water out,
not the sandbags.”

Hoover said that as development
comes to the Ranchos the water flooding
problem should diminish more and more.

“More development will mitigate
the problem,” he said, suggesting that
development would bring with it the nec-
essary grading and water runoff consid-
erations as found in Fresno and Clovis.

Since December of last year, nearly
11 inches of rain has fallen in Madera
County, an area where annual rainfall is
usually 12 inches. In other words, nearly
as much rain has fallen in 4 1/2 months
as usually falls in a year.

“With all of the water that came
through, we did real well with it,”
Hoover said. “To our knowledge, no one
else called.”
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• Small Classes
• Kids & Adults
• Individual Instruction
• Limited School Population

• Realistic & Effective
Self-Defense Training

• World Recognized 
Black Belt Certification

Contact: Master Johnson
E-mail: info@masterjohnson.com

559-917-5262
www.goldenvalleymartialarts.com

Physical Conditioning – Balance – Coordination  
Self Confidence – Grappling – Joint Locks – Takedowns

Escapes –  Weapon Disarms

Golden Valley Martial Arts
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SPREAD THE NEWS!
Have friends or family 
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are
you moving but you

still want to keep in
touch with what’s happen-
ing in the Madera Ranchos? 

to the Ranchos Independent!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@theranchos.com

37167 Ave. 12, #5C
Madera, CA 93638

SUBSCRIBE!

Ranchos IndependentThe

local news • local events • local happenings 
editorial • games • real estate • columns S

U
B

S
C

R
IP

T
IO

N
F

O
R

M
N

a
m

e

A
d

d
re

ss

P
h

o
n

e
Pa

ym
en

t:
$2

0
Ca

sh
Ch

ec
k

Cr
ed

it
Ca

rd
B

il
l

M
e

Th
e

R
an

ch
os

In
de

pe
nd

en
t

37
16

7
A

ve
.

12
#5

C
M

ad
er

a
CA

93
63

8
Fa

x
55

9-
64

5-
40

02

E
m

ai
l
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645-7555645-7555

CALL TODAY & SAVE

Ask about Tax
Credits &
Save $$$

EAT FRESH!

2 FOOT- LONGS   $9.99 Daily Special $2.49

Madera Ranchos • 645-4953

After 4 p.m. Weekends all day Get the regular 6-inch
sub of the day

Mon.-Turkey Breast & Ham
Tue. - Meatball Marinara

Wed. - Turkey Breast
Thurs. - Italian BMT

Fri. - Tuna • Sat. - Roast Beef
Sun. - Oven Roasted Chicken Breast

FLATLANDER’S SPECIAL

2 8.99• 6 IN. SUBS
• CHIPS
• 21 OZ. SODAS W

/C
OU

PO
N

EX
P. 

6/3
0/0

6$

The 10th Annual Flatlander’s Day
Parade is coming Saturday, May 13 to
the Madera Ranchos for a day of fun,
food and foolishness as Avenue 12 once
again gives way to clowns, fire trucks
and hot rods from 8 a.m. until 3 p.m.

This year the parade is letting your
creativity run wild with its “open”
theme. Anything (within the bounds of
good taste, of course) goes.

This year the Grand Marshal of the
10th Annual Parade is Bob Naden. Bob
was born in 1930 and was raised on his
parent’s ranch in northeast Clovis. He
attended Nees Colony Elementary
school and graduated from Clovis High
School in 1948.

Bob worked in construction and
spent six years in the Army Reserves
Transportation Corps. In 1955 he met
Vera and they were married in 1956. The
Naden family moved to Madera County
in 1967 and the marriage was blessed
with two children; a daughter Lynn who
resides in Alaska and a son Brent who
resides in Fresno. Bob and Vera cele-
brated their 50th wedding anniversary in
January of this year.

In 1956 a partnership was formed

between Bob and Bob Wilson and that
was the start of Steel Structure Inc. in
Fresno County. Steel Structures
Fabricating Plant moved from Fresno to
Madera in 1978 and Bob retired from
Steel Structures and continued with
Steeltile Company (a roofing product)
located in the Brickyard Drive Industrial
Park on Ave. 10. Bob was key to the
growth of the Brickyard Drive Industrial
Park, a project that he has developed
over the years and continues to develop.

Bob is a charter member of the
Madera County Ag Boosters; honorary
member of the Madera FFA, member of
the Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce, Madera County Tax Payer’s
Association and St. Peter’s Men’s Club.

All of that experience will be wav-
ing at you on the 13th.

In addition to the parade, there will
be booths in the Maywood Center sell-
ing everything from trinkets to food and
beverage items.

Remember that all of the money
raised for this event goes to the Ranchos
Library through the Friends of the
Library organization. A very worthwhile
group.

Flatlander’s Grand Marshal Named

COUPON

Deegan’s Appliance

We Service
Most Major

Brands
Sé Habla Español

Serving Fresno and Madera Counties

Any Appliance Repair with this coupon

266-6044

352 W. Bedford, Ste 103
Fresno, CA 93711

$5 OFF
COUPON

Installation
Now

Available



1. LITERATURE: Which mystery writer
created the character called Lord Peter
Wimsey?
2. HISTORY: When was the first American
"dime novel" published?
3. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Canola is a
type of what?

4. ANIMAL KINGDOM: The Rhodesian
Ridgeback is a type of what?
5. SCIENCE: The Ptolemaic System says
what?
6. ANATOMY: Where would platelets most
likely be found in the human body?
7. MOVIES: Which comedy team starred in

the 1941 movie "Buck Privates"?
8. RELIGION: The Maronites are a
part of which larger religious
group?
9. GEOGRAPHY: On what conti-
nent is the nation of Tunisia?
10. POLITICS: How many votes in
the Electoral College does Florida
have?

Answers
1. Dorothy Sayers 
2. 1860 
3. Oil 
4. Dog 
5. The Earth is the center of the
universe
6. Blood 
7. Abbott and Costello 
8. Christianity 
9. Africa 
10. 27

Answers

© 2006 King Features Synd., Inc. 

TRIVIA TEST By Fifi Rodriquez

April 2006 Page 27
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Jo-De Drilling & Tractor Service
Joe Street

(559) 674-7770
30946 El Dorado Ct.
Madera, CA 93638

Hardpan Drilling

Within the story of the fictional novel and movie, The
DaVinci Code, is the idea that fatal fallacies exist in the his-
tory and doctrines of the Christian Church.  Where does
fiction end and fact begin? Who do you believe and is the
Christian Faith trustworthy?

Join us at Flipside Christian Church Sunday, May 21st to
explore these fascinating questions, the historic evidence,
and its real-life spiritual impact.

Whatever your perspective, you will be welcome.

Is the Christian Faith Trustworthy?

Also, Mother's Day, May 14th discover Jesus' view of the
uniqueness of women as we celebrate Mother's Day! Join us as we recognize mothers for
who they are and all they do!

Then do something special -- take her out to lunch and let her take a nap!

Christian Church
Meeting at Liberty High School Sundays at 10 a.m.

Call 790-0061 for more information or visit us at www.acts176.com 

HAVE YOU CHECKED YOUR BELTS?
before you fire up your lawn and garden equipment ...

Now in stock for spring!

store hours

645-1570
37405 AVE 12 STE 801 • MADERA RANCHOS

B&MAUTO & TRUCK
PARTS

MON - FRI 8:30 - 5:30 • SATURDAY 8 - 4
SUNDAY 10 - 3
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Business Directory
Charisse Lindsay Stindt

FARMERS

36754 Ave. 12 Ste. 101 • Madera

Madera (559) 645-4124
Fresno (559) 434-0709

Lic#0616281

Auto • Home • Life • Business

Ask about our new
reduced auto rates

KEVIN TRACY’S 
DRYWALL SERVICE
New construction, remodel,
repairs, acoustic removel

Local Ranchos Resident, Licensed
with 20 years experience

or269-5931
822-2182

VELVET TOUCH 
CAR WASH

&
DETAIL

645-6630
37075 AVE. 12 • MADERA RANCHOS

HURRY IN FOR BEST SELECTIONS

37341 Ave. 16, Madera Ranchos
Cash and Credit Accepted ... NO CHECKS

645-7032 or 999-6832
By appointment Only ... 2 hour maximum per vist

New stock put out daily
All must go ... down to the displays
Doors close when the last item sells

50% OFF50% OFF

LANDSCAPING
QUESTIONS?

WE CAN HELP!

645-7606
37476 Ave. 12 • Madera

FERNWOOD
NURSERY

call

645-1191
C&C Trucking

Sand • Fill Sand • Plaster Sand • Base 
Base Rock  • Fill Dirt • Cobblestone Rock
• Rock Dust • Crushed Rock • Top Soil

1/2 Crushed Rock • 3/4 Crushed Rock

DARLENE FUQUA
Sales Associate

Office: 559-645-1102
Cell: 559-246-6688
36946 Ave. 12 #B
Madera, CA 93638

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing
Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-55879

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Notary in the
Ranchos!

37221 Ave. 12 Maywood Center
645-1202

DVD • VHS • GAMES 
Movies, Shipping and More

TAKE
TWO

VIDEO

ROGER PRATER
CONCRETE

Residential & Commercial
30 years experience

Lic. # 599235

(559) 645-0911
(559) 645-0916

Residential Sales • Property
Management • Real Estate

Investments • License Training
Cell. 706-3162
559-297-3770
559-297-3772

office

fax

Kellner & Sons’ Properties
Tom Kellner
owner/broker

B.M.T.
Computer Repair

(559) 917-4507
• Sales & Service

• In-Home Service
Sé Habla Español

Microsoft Cerified Pro

Retired FPD 26 yr.
Ca. Lic.#79328

Certifications:
A+/Network +

Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.

Professional 
Dog Training

Vikki Campbell
Member A.P.D.T.

email: forloveofdogs@sbcglobal.net

For the Love of Dogs
• Private/Group Training
• Behavior Consultation 

(559) 645-4351
SERVING THE VALLEY FOR OVER 35 YEARS

Ranchos Auto Repair
& Chuck’s Transmission

12090 Rd. 37 1/2 • Madera

645-44475

We specialize in transmission
repair and service work.

We now do A/C
service and repair.

Auto, Truck, Motorhome, 
4x4, Automatic/Standard 

Awnings and
Lonas Del Valle

• Awning • Recovers
• Repairs • Boat Covers

• Auto Upholstery
All Canvas Repairs

15 years Experience
645-5109  313-8407

Lic. # B0006328

Commercial/Residential
with my material or yours 

specializing in ceramic tile flooring

ceramic tile • hardwood • laminate

license #591468   

(559) 994-5908

Expert installation – 
over 20 yrs experience

Madera Ranchos
Corner of Ave. 12 & Maywood

Ask for Carlos or Niomi
Free installation on your level land.

645-0518 or 645-1419

Double Car Port 18 x 21 $895.00 REMOVE THE AGE FROM YOUR TILE,

MAKE IT LOOK NEW!!!

FREE
ESTIMATES

Commercial &
Residential

Call toll free 888-880-TILE
Thomson Tile Cleaning

8453

Pools • Spas • Decks
Showers • Fireplaces

• Cleanups
(Brush, Trash, All Other Cleanups)

• Tear Out • Many Other Jobs
• Construction Site • Light Demolition

• Light Concrete Hauling
Call Danny Powell at

559-363-0805 or
559-281-4696

All projects expertly and
professionally completed

Danny’s

Elaine’s Animal Inn
3912 N. Hayston
Fresno, CA 93727
(559) 227-5959
fax (559) 227-5960

Elaine’s Animal Inn
40373 Brickyard Dr.
Madera, CA 93638
(559) 432-5959
fax (559) 432-5616

Free Estimates
Lic.# 814909

NOW OFFERING

645-55663

CONTINUOUS GUTTERS

Ever Growing For Your Needs

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Business Pager

Wayne Jones

645-8528    263-7864

Valley Green
Hydroseeding

FREE
One year

home warranty 
(max. $350 @ C.O.E.)

645-1102

Marion Pool
Service

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

 Weekly Service
Repairs

 Full Service
or Chemical

Service  Equipment  Supplies
 Residential  Commercial

 Family Operated 

KRAMM’S
YELLOW 

HORSE RANCH
Sales • New babies each year

Ask about our beginners lessons
AQHA-APHA registered

FREE Manure – we’ll load your pickup
Larry & Rose Kramm, Owners

16291 Road 37, Madera

645-1087
www.kyhranch.com

Accredited Acute Care Hospital
Outpatient Surgery Center

Outpatient Center - X-ray, Open MRI,
Lab, Rehabilitation Therapy 

Home Health Agency and LifeLine
Family Health Services Clinic

MCH

675-5555

Madera Community Hospital 

448-9484
11040 Hwy. 41 Ste. B

James Parker
Owner

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

37193 Avenue 12, Suite 3C 

Legal Document Assistant
Madera Co. Registration #2005002

Bond# 420998

Legal Assistant Services
Denise M. Garcia, L.D.A.

559-645-4000

Notary • Divorce • Custody • Bankruptcy
• Personal Injury  • Wills/Trusts 

You don’t need an attorney - you
just need an experienced assistant

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE

YAMAHA

645-4545

NEW
MotorcycleDealer

A Division of Premiere Powersports, Inc. 

Hwy. 99 and Ave. 12

99
NOW OPEN!

209-742-2251
Gary Suggs

Balance is the key to performance

AFA Certified
Farrier

All phases of farrier science with attention to detail

General Contractor Lic. #669920

(559) 645-1392

Vinyl Sliding • Garage Doors
Patio Covers/Lattice

Patio Enclosures/Sun Rooms
Dual Pane Windows • Gutters

3097 Willow Ave., Suite 10 • Clovis

LYDIA R. MARINEZ

Realtor / Associate
Bilingual - English / Spanish

Office: (559) 291-2548
Cell: (559) 363-2247

A Local Ranchos
Resident. In Real Estate

for over 15 years.

CALL BOB

• SAND • GRAVEL • 
• ROCK • BASE ROCK • 

• GRADING • DRIVEWAYS •
• HOUSE PADS • LOT DISCING

289-1743
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Real Estate
Nancy Watson

645-5000
The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

Nancy has been a Ranchos resident for 28 years and a full-time Real Estate Agent serving
the Ranchos for over 17 years. She is a member of the Madera and Fresno Multiple Listing
Service and is well known as a Top Producer. If you are interested in finding out the value
of your home or know someone looking for a home, Nancy can help. Let the dedicated,
experienced agent work for “You!”

A ranchos resident for 20 years, I am a full-time professional agent dedicated to 
serving our community’s Real Estate needs. Allow me to show you how stress-free sell-
ing or buying a home can be. I worry with the details so YOU don’t have to! Call me
today or visit me on the Web and allow me to demonstrate how I can serve you.

DAVID PARKER

490-1989
www.davidparker.info

Realtor Associate

- Buying or selling,
call today!

- Looking for an
investment, call

REALTOR
MAURICE GONZALES
(559) 288-1904

itsmaurice.com

Carmina Rodriguez

559-430-7640

“Hablo Español”

Realtor® DRE #01702451

Office 559-675-2150

425 N. Gateway Dr., Ste. M, Madera, CA 93637

5/3ba., 2400 sq. ft., Large home & pool, home is vacant, lockbox.
Bonus room could be used for guests, it has its own private bath-
room. Almost 2 acres, 3 car garage, easy access to Freeway 41, min-
utes to Fresno, shopping and Valley Children’s Hospital. Zoned for
large animals.Owner is a licensed Real Estate Agent.

Scrivner
Real Estate
1901 Howard Rd., Ste. F

Madera, CA 93637

Great Buy!

Office: (559) 661-6200

“BUY LAND! THEY AIN’T MAKING ANY MORE!”
ETHEL EDDINGS PRONIN

JERRY EDDINGS, REALTORS
Owner - Broker

37144 Ave. 12, Ste. 102
Madera Ranchos

• Madera 645-1890
• Fresno  435-1890
• Direct   435-3366

jerryeddingsrealtors@comcast.net
www.maderahomes.com

The Real Estate Network
Local Office -- Local Agents

The Broker/Owner, Eileen Tiso (A.K.A Eileen Burgess) is a Certified
Property Manager and has 22 years of experience in Real Estate. We support
Local sports teams, Local Seniors and Local Schools.

Hardest Working Most Informed
645-1102Since 1984

“No Excuses Just Results”

41428 Ave. 10 1/2 Ste.B
Madera, CA 93638

Oscar Anaya
Senior Loan Officer

645-7540
Find Out What Your Home

is Worth On-Line
You will receive information on what comparable homes have sold

for in your neighborhood and which homes are currently listed, how
long they have been for sale, and their prices.

Based on this information, you will know what your home is worth.
This Complete Confidential Market Analysis is absolutely FREE.
For a FREE, Quick On-line Home Evaluation Visit:

www.ValleyHousePrices.com A.Hughes GRE

Art Hughes
Realtor

435-4643
650-6022 fax 

3 bed, 2 ba. Over 20,000 sq. ft. of open space on this lot. 12,000
has gravel & cyclone fenced, can be used for anything! Tile
counters, pergo floors, beamed ceilings, oak cabinets, 5-ceiling
fans, step down living room w/ cathedral ceiling, double door
entry, huge exta room for office or game room.

3 Bed 
2 Ba.

$469,000

Paul Sobaje
Continental Realty
431-7060 or 645-5450

36692 Blanca

Calling listing office for all the amenities

2 yr. old on 2.3 ac., Lrg. great room w/ granite faced
fireplace/heater, Lrg. kit. w/ granite countertops, break-
fast bar & lots of cabinets, walk-in pantry, isolated mas-
ter, cross-fenced pasture, RV hook-up w/ power, water
& septic, storage shed.

4 Bed 
2.5 Ba.

$499,950

Paul Sobaje
Continental Realty
431-7060 or 645-5450

17270 Monreal

Calling listing office for all the amenities

Beautiful home zoned for horses. Great Rm. w/ soaring
ceilings, built-in entertainment center & fireplace. Lrg.
Kit. w/ breakfast bar & pantry. Master w/ vaulted ceil-
ings & sitting area, jetted tub & shower. Oversized 3 car
garage. Over 75 trees for privacy shade.

3 Bed 
2.5 Ba.

$575,000

Paul Sobaje
Continental Realty
431-7060 or 645-5450

36875 Ave. 12

Calling listing office for all the amenities

Beautiful home  on 1/3 acre corner lot. Perfect for home
or business. Great Room w/ soaring ceilings masonary
fireplace & french doors, spacious kit. w/ breakfast bar.
Master w/ huge walk-in closet & deluxe ba. Finished 3
car garage includes bath, built-in cabinets.

6 Bed 
4 Ba.

$590,000

Paul Sobaje
Continental Realty
431-7060 or 645-5450

16252 Paula Rd.

Calling listing office for all the amenities

2 yr. old home on 2.25 ac. nestled in orange trees. Kit.
w/ breakfast bar. Lrg. great room w/ vaulted ceiling,
Master w/ slider to backyard, jack & jill ba., indoor util-
ity, rain gutters, ceiling fans, landscaping in front &
back, zoned for large animals.
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2064 ASHLAN, CLOVIS - 1,800 sf. 3/2 with
extra room. Large MBR, FR, fireplace, cov-
ered patio. Being remodeled. $450,000.

6697 E. HERITAGE AVE., CLOVIS - 3,589 sf.
4/3 custom home w/Clovis schools. Guest
suite, 4 car garage, too much to list. $1.2M

25786 AVE. 19, MADERA - 2,706 sf. 4/3 NEW
CONSTRUCTION! 9 ft. ceilings, granite
counters, jacuzzi in MBR. $675,500. CALL!

2544 SAMPLE AVE., CLOVIS - 1,475 sf. 3/2,
Roman tub, sprinklers, high ceilings, tile
roof, skylights, RV parking. $347,500.

VACANT LAND - 398+ acres. Ave. 15 west
of Rd. 35½. $25,000/acre. Future, long
range development. Williamson Act now.

VACANT LAND - 39+ ac. Ave. 9 west of Rd.
36. $35,000/acre. Horses now, deep well
with HD pump. Investment! Full parcel.

BUSINESS - Fergie’s Diner, a Ranchos land-
mark. 37193 Ave. 12. Priced at $169,500
for a quick sale. Gross sales app. $152K.

THE HOTTEST PROPERTIES
IN THE MADERA RANCHOS, 

MADERA AND CLOVIS!

P R O P E R T I E S
736 POLLASKY, CLOVIS CA 93612

Residential Sales

Property Management   

Real Estate Investments

License Training

PHONES:
Office                  559-297-3770
Tom Kellner       559-706-3162
Steve Quiram    559-908-6976

SALE

PENDINGSALE

PENDING

Now in the Ranchos!

Grand Opening May 13

We’re open Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
We are also available after hours and on weekends

by appointment for your convenience.

RANCHOS MORTGAGE

37193 Ave. 12, Ste. 3D
Madera Ranchos

Coupon has no cash value and is 
redeemable only at Ranchos Mortgage.

INFO@RANCHOSMORTGAGE.COM
645-5219

Ask about
our 5 year fixed rate at 4.75% loan!!!

Some of the programs available:

• No money down First Time Homebuyer 
• Refinance cash out/debt consolidation

• One-time close construction loan
• Fixed, ARMs and interest only

• No Income Verification Program
• Credit problems and bankruptcy, OK

We are your neighborhood mortgage company
located in the Maywood Center, here to serve all

your home loan needs. At Ranchos Mortgage
you can always expect honesty and 

professionalism.

500 OFF$
CLOSING COSTS

Just mention this ad or bring it in with you.
One coupon per loan. One coupon per customer.

Contact Oscar Segura 

(559) 709-4929

(559) 645-6261 office

Licensed by the Department of Corporations under the California Residential Mortgage Lending Act. 
Not all products are available in all states for all loan amounts. Other restrictions and limitations may apply.

Granting of loan is subject to credit and policy requirements.

Looking For A
Great Home Loan

or Refinance?
Closing Loans and Opening Doors Since 1960.Closing Loans and Opening Doors Since 1960.

Closing Loans and Opening Doors Since 1960.
VA - FHA - Conventional - Jumbo Loans - CHFA - Investors

Interest Only Loans - (OTC) New Construction to Perm

FREE PRE-QUALIFICATION
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Pool a le, 8 ft. professional, solid wood,
leather pockets, 1” slate, w/accessories,
(Armith balls, Simonis cloth, 4 cues, etc.
Never used. Cost $4,500. Sacrifice $1,375.
Call 230 0 6
Pool a le 2005 model, never used, life-
time warranty, can deliver. Cost $4,000.
Sacrifice $1,175. Call 2 13

o Spa,Absolute all new2006, loaded,digi-
tal, 44 chrome jets, ozone, waterfall, never used.
Cost $8,200. Sacrifice $3,775. Warranty. Call 360
90

Spa, Brand new, loaded, warranty. $2,325. Call
2 13

edroo Se 7 pc. solid cherrywood,
sleigh bed, nightstand, dresser/mirror,
chest, dovetailed drawers, never used, cost
$7,000. Sacrifice $1,875. Extra pieces avail.
2 2 11

een Pillo op mattress/box, cost $500,
sacrifice $195. Never used. In plastic. Call
230 0 6

een Pl s Pillo op brand new mat-
tress/box. Cost $700. Sacrifice $275.
King, cost $900, sacrifice $395 in plastic
w/warranty. Call 2 2 11

ing Pillo op mattress/box, cost $600,
sacrifice $295, brand new in plastic. Call
3 02

e in a ress and box springs. Still in
plastic. Includes one set of new sheets.
$165. Call 6 011

rees or Sale Thousands to choose from.
Call John 9 211 cell or 6 10 office

o e complete with all stations,
bench press, leg press, rowing, abs. New
cost $1,300, first $500 takes. Call 6 613
Prod c ion orse Sale at Lazy K Ranch,
Chowchilla. Saturday, June 3. 70+ head, 45
head in price range of $575 to $975. 9
66 290 .la ranc .co

A D A S C

anc os and an when you need a
helping hand then you need the Ranchos
Handyman. Whether the job is big or small
the Handyman can do it all. Call Ohan for
estimates. Now available: house painter.
6 692

PA S

er Doc or specializing in both continu-
ous & standard rain gutters. • Unusual jobs •
Air conditioning service. Yearly cleaning. 29
years working in the area. 9 22 2 9

AC O O

rac or discing, grading, mowing, trench-
ing, drilling, home irrigation systems. Call
6 932

Lo discing, mowing and scraping. Call
Thomas at 6 606

Discing, mowing, trenching and light trac-
tor work. Tractor rototilling. Call Neal at
6 1200 or 2 211

AC O DO

o se pads, lot leveling, driveways,
trenching and concrete work. 9 9 0 6
or 9 6 1 00

C

ndergro nd ili ies installed. Call 6
1 00
AL A O S

oll s Al era ions tailoring, custom
made, repairs and leathers. Fast service.
Located at 36619 Ave. 12 or call 6 2

LP A D

anc os or gage ranc Loan Officer,
Work from home, office PT, FT, training and
support, Patty 6 1120 Maywood Center.

Carpen er elper – Full Time Call 960 33

anic ris and air S lis needed – Apply
at A Delightful Touch in Madera Ranchos or
call 6 323

O O LOA

Oro inancial A L O LOA ODA .
Credit not a problem. Cash for trust deeds.
Mobile home on land. 3 9999

A D SAL

l i a il ard sale. Saturday, April 29
from 7 a.m. to 12 p.m. at 36396 Marciel off
of 36 ½. Toys, furniture, clothes and more.
CL A S C S

indo Cleaning Special. Most windows
$5 inside/out! Includes screen cleaning/track
vac. Prices may vary for large, irregular or
commercial sizes. Fully insured. Call Nick
2 1 23 Free estimates.

eannie s o se Cleaning – Ranchos Area.
Business owner over 10 years. Reasonable
rates, good references. Will do blinds, fans,
laundry. Fast and thorough. Call 6 1 6
PA S C

erald Sc e ing Pain ing Best in the West”
for 35 years. Call 6 2320. Lic. # 313070
O

oo or en For details call 6 1 63

d 1 a. Lg. Fam & Lv. 12783 Rd. 35
½, Madera Ranchos. $1,000./Mo.
209 392 6103 or 209 09 62

C LD CA

anc os a si ing – References avail-
able. Will work in your home. Trustworthy,
honest and hardworking. Experience with
large families and single children. Fri – Sat
only. Call Olga 6 01 or cell 960 31
A AL CA

Dog Si ing – Ranchos Area – Will come
to your home or dog sit at my own. Fair
rates. Call 6 1 6
LOS A D O D

LOS DO S A D German
Shepherd & Brindle Hound/Pit Lucca/
Shepherd Sadie/Hound Our phone number
is on their tags: Brad/Deni @ 645-1188 or
Cell 831-238-2819 Please help us. We just
moved here and these dogs are the love of
our lives. They are both rescued dogs and
on medication. If you have seen these dogs
in the area of Rd. 36/35 and Ave. 15/13
please call 6 11 or 31 23 2 19
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Third Annual

Car Show and Benefit
KARZ for KIDZ

May 20, 2006
9 am - 4 pm

For info call Bob Munier 559-645-7226 � Jim Thompson 559-683-4190 � Debbie Raimondi 559-299-2936

A car show benefiting

Children’s hospital of Central

California

On the hospital grounds
9300 Valley Childrens Place

Madera, CA

Sponsored by: GOT A CLASSIC CAR 
OR HOT ROD?

CALL TODAY TO PICK UP YOUR ENTRY FORM

Fun

Food
Music

Great
Cars

GreatPrizes
Classes

For Everyone

Ranchos
Independent

The

PLACE YOUR AD HERE
FOR ONLY

CALL

FOR 25 WORDS OR LESS PER AD

$10
645-0634


