Serving the Madera Ranchos
Bonadelle Ranchos ¢ Rolling Hills  #2>= | PRSRT ST

ECR

Riverstone  Tesoro Viejo : US. POSTAGE PAID

MADERA, CA.
PERMIT NO. 61

thepmhmt Al

Volume 22 Issue 4 2026

next
Go%rnor?

a one-on-one with Steve Hilton

By Peter Pinedo

- Editorial » Page 5/ Senior Center News ¢ Page 8
I n T h I S I SS U e Classifieds » Page 16 / Fun Pages ¢ Pages 18 & 19




Page 2

California’s
he
Governor? |

a one-on-one with Steve Hilton

By Peter Pinedo

California Republican gubernatorial candidate Steve Hilton
sounds off on Governor Newsom’s leadership, calling him an "ab-
solute failure on every front."

Steve Hilton, a legal immigrant and political newcomer running
as a Republican for governor of California, said the “absolute failure
on every front" by current Gov. Gavin Newsom and Democrats
means the GOP has a real shot at pulling off an upset in the Golden
State.

Though California has long since been written off by many as a
progressive stronghold, the most recent polling indicates Hilton may
be right. On Wednesday, Berkeley’s Institute of Governmental Stud-
ies released a poll showing Hilton leading California voter prefer-
ences at 17 percent. Another Republican, Riverside Sheriff Chad
Bianco, follows at 16 percent. Both Republicans are ahead of the two
top Democratic names, Rep. Eric Swalwell, D-Calif., and former
Rep. Katie Porter, who are each at 13 percent.

"I know people look at California and assume that it's going to
be Democrat forever. It's a deep blue state, but people here are sick
of it. There's a revolution brewing in California," Hilton said. "This
is our year."

Hilton, an entrepreneur who immigrated to California from the
United Kingdom in 2014, credits Newsom and years of one-party
Democratic rule with voters waking up to the "complete disaster" un-
folding in California.

"It's not just the visible signs of failure that you see when you
look at California,” Hilton said. “You know the homelessness crisis,
by far the worst in the country. The crime that's out of control, the
smash-and-grab rates, the videos of that — those things are visible.
But if you actually look under the hood, as it were, of daily life in Cal-
ifornia, it is an absolute failure on every front, it's not just that we're
doing badly in California under Gavin Newsom, we are the worst-
performing state."

He said that California’s sanctuary policies are a perfect illus-
tration of this.

"People are infuriated when they see illegal immigrants in our
state getting rewarded and getting away with crime and getting away
with things that just regular Californians wouldn't be able to get away
with," he said. "It's an insult to regular, hardworking California tax-
payers when they see people who are here illegally getting things for
free that they have to pay for."

The same Berkeley poll indicated that 42 percent of California
voters consider a candidate’s ability to "aggressively fight Trump ad-
ministration policies" important in selecting their preferred candi-
date. Additionally, 28 percent believe a candidate holding progressive
views is important.

California saw some Please see HILTON on P. 16

California Roads, Highways Rank Worst

Ry Katy Grimes

A new study finds California has the second
worst roads in America, ahead only by Alaska. | can
validate this having just traveled 600 miles by car in
California on Interstate 5, Highway 101, State Route
152, and many local boulevards, thoroughfares and
roads in between.

Californians pay the highest gas taxes in the
country, yet are forced to drive over deep potholes,
deteriorating highways, crumbling shoulders, bumpy
surfaces, damaged roads, patchwork fixes, uneven
pavement, and deeply cracked asphalt.

California’s government is clearly broken — but
SO are our expensive tires, along with our bank ac-
counts.

“California’s highway system now ranks 49th
out of 50 states in overall condition and cost-effec-
tiveness, Reason Foundation’s 29th Annual High-
way Report finds,” Baruch Feigenbaum, senior
managing director of transportation policy at Reason
Foundation and lead author of the report detailed in
the Orange County Register. “Only Alaska, which
faces harsh winters and many geographic challenges
that drive up costs, ranks worse overall.”

California has no excuse. Transportation funds
have been “borrowed” for decades by the governor
and legislature and reassigned to the General Fund,
rather than used to repair and improve the state’s
highways, roads and infrastructure.

“Given the money California generates from

drivers, it should have a better road and highway sys-
tem,” Feigenbaum said.

“The Legislative Analyst’s Office found that
state sources of transportation funding, primarily fuel
taxes and vehicle fees, brought in over $14 billion in
2023-24. Yet, California’s urban arterial road pave-
ment condition is 50th, the worst in the nation. Not
much better, the state’s urban Interstate pavement
condition ranks 48th out of 50 states. California also
ranks 47th in rural Interstate pavement condition and
39th in rural arterial road condition.”

Since 2018, we’ve been told that Californians
spend $843 annually on vehicle repairs caused by
poor road conditions. It’s as if no one wants to re-
port the real cost in 2026. Whatever it is, it is higher
than the national average.

“Tire blowouts, rim damage, and suspension
wear are common expenses for drivers navigating
damaged streets and highways,” Rate My Roads re-
ported in 2025.

According to the California Legislative Ana-
lyst’s Office, the 2025-2026 Budget includes
roughly $31 Billion for transportation and one bil-
lion for transportation-related programs in 2025-26,
including for the California Department of Trans-
portation, California State Transportation Agency,
local streets and roads, California Highway Patrol,
Department of Motor Vehicles, and High-Speed
Rail Authority.

This is less funding than the 2024-25 trans-
portation budget of $35.3 billion.

Michaela

Can You Help?

Brittany Robbins

Our world was shattered on Aug. 30, 2024 when our daughter Brittany was taken
from us in a tragic incident at Avenue 12 and Riverstone SW Blvd. As we navigate
the upcoming court case, we're seeking support from our community. We invite you
to write a Community Impact Statement, sharing how Brittany's passing has affected
you, your family and the community. Your statement can highlight the emotional,
psychological, or social impacts you've experienced. Please email your statement
to shanna_robbins@yahoo.com or mail it to 36815 Ave. 12, Madera, CA 93636.

Your words will bring us comfort during this difficult time. — Shanna, John and

Click on ““Local News™ at
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“As Sheriff, | have worked with many elected officials — but
few have shown the level of commitment to public safety
that SUPERVISOR JORDAN WAMHOFF has. He’s not driven
by politics or headlines. He’s focused on doing what’s right
for the people of Madera County.

Jordan Wamhoff is a true ally to public safety and

“w.l fully support his re-election to the Board of Supervisors.”
U e 4 |
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Letters

Dear Editor

As a Ranchos resident of nearly 40
years, | have had the privilege of being
deeply rooted in our community — from
attending local schools and earning colle-
giate scholarships, to participating in tra-
ditional events and supporting local
businesses. For half of those years, | have
been a loyal reader of The Independent,
and today | write in respectful opposition
to Mr. Schiebelhut’s recent letter regard-
ing this publication’s content and point of
view.

Contrary to Mr. Schiebelhut, | extend
my sincere gratitude to The Independent
and request that it retain its current stan-
dards and practices indefinitely. | have

COMPLETED
K-6" GRADE

never found this paper’s subject matter to
be propagandistic or exclusionary. This
newspaper provides an invaluable service
that has kept our community connected
and well-informed by covering both local
events and broader issues with a fair and
right-of-center perspective.

In a media landscape dominated by
liberal viewpoints, it is especially appre-
ciated to have a paper that continues to
emphasize faith, family, fellowship, and
freedom — the very values that make up
this community. | eagerly await each new
issue in my mailbox.

Sincerely,

Kira Martin
Madera Ranchos

JUNE 15-19™
9AM-12PM

REGISTER CHILD AT
WWW.GOLDENVALLEYBAPTISTCHURCH.ORG

Golden Valley Baptist Church

WEEKLY MINISTRIES
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9AM

SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:30AM

12414 ROAD 37,
MADERA, CA 93636
559-645-1700

WEDNESDAY LIFE APPS 6:30PM

Say you saw itin the IS nbepenbent

Howidojyoulgethfreeitankirent;
forgtheffirsiyearprompt;
friendlyfsenvicefasfree;
initialjleakitestfand

55@5:55%
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Join us in supporting our
LIBERTY HIGH HAWKS
this season and all year long

645-5324 « 37221 Ave. 12 #1D

Madera Ranchos * Maywood Center

Click on ““Local News’ at
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Guest Editorial

By Jon Fleischman

If you thought political cancella-
tions could move fast, Congressman
Eric Swalwell just set a new standard.

If you tuned out California poli-
tics for one Friday afternoon, you
missed the destruction of a guberna-
torial campaign. In a matter of hours,
Swalwell went

How Swalwell’s Implosion
Changes the Race for Governor

mediate.

His two campaign co-chairs,
Democratic Reps. Jimmy Gomez and
Adam Gray, stepped away and called
on him to leave the race. House Dem-
ocratic Leader Hakeem Jeffries called
on Swalwell to drop out and de-
manded a swift House investigation.
Nancy Pelosi said the matter should

be handled out-

from one of the
Democrats in the
race for governor,

Democrats are now under

side a gubernato-
rial  campaign.
US Sen. Adam

WHEN YOU START
USING BOTH
&) HALVES, WE
“\glh CAN TALK!

I\ 1 HAVE HALF A
. MIND TO STOP
VOTER 1D ANY

to a politically
toxic  candidate
fighting for sur-
vival. That is how
fast this hap-
pened.

The collapse
began when the
San Francisco
Chronicle re-
ported allegations

pressure to consolidate. Repub-
licans are under pressure to do
the same. And everyone with
money, institutional muscle and
strategic patience, is suddenly
looking at a very different map.

One candidate’s fall just
changed the odds for everybody.

Schiff pulled his
support. US Sen.
Ruben  Gallego
did the same.
Dozens of other
Democratic
politicians  fol-
lowed suit. The
California Teach-
ers Association
dropped its en-

from a former
staffer who said she had sexual en-
counters with Swalwell while he was
her boss and alleged he twice sexually
assaulted her when she was too intox-
icated to consent. Swalwell flatly de-
nied the allegations. Since then,
several other former staffers have
come forward with allegations.
Politically, the damage was im-

The Independent is published by Five and Two Publishing.

Al contents of this publication are copyright 2026, all rights reserved. Reprinting without the permission of the
copyright holder is forbidden by law.

Al articles are submitted as the opinion of the author, who remains solely responsible for the content. The in-
formation gathered for this publication is from sources that are considered to be reliable, but are not guaranteed.
Opinions expressed in advertisements or articles remain the opinion of the writer.

Randy Bailey............ Publisher/Editor

Jean Briner -- Columnist, Advertising Sales Emeritus

5 59_6 45_0 6 3 37167 Ave. 12, Suite 5C » Madera, CA 93636

ranchosnews@yahoo.com
www.The Ranchos.com

THE

RAY GUN

SHOOTING STRAIGHT
TO THE HEART

“... LETIT BE CLEAR
THAT WE HAVE NOT
LESSENED OUR
COMMITMENT TO
PEACE OR TO THE
HOPE THAT SOMEDAY
% ALL OF THE PEOPLE
i OF THE WORLD WILL
ENJOY LIVES OF
'DECENCY, LIVES WITH
A DEGREE OF FREEDOM,
WITH A MEASURE OF
DIGNITY.”

RONALD REAGAN

SAYING MORE IN ONE QUOTE
THAN OTHERS SAY IN A LIFETIME

dorsement. SEIU
California suspended campaign activ-
ity on his behalf.

That is not just bad press.

That is a political collapse.

Other Democrats piled on. Katie
Porter, Tom Steyer, Tony Thurmond,
Betty Yee and Matt Mahan all called
on Swalwell to get out. Republicans
Steve Hilton and Chad Bianco did the
same.

By day’s end, this was no longer
a story about damage control. It was
a public stampede away from a candi-
date.

Swalwell refused to quit. In a
video statement, he called the allega-
tions “flat false” and vowed to “fight
them with everything that | have.” He
also apologized to his wife for un-
specified “mistakes” in his past and
said he would spend the weekend
with family and friends before pro-
viding an update “soon.” His lawyer
later said he intended to stay in the
race.

On Monday, April 13, Swalwell
was formally gone.

Campaigns do not survive this
kind of institutional abandonment, es-
pecially in a Democratic contest
where support from elected officials,

Please see EDITORIAL onP. 12
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High School with Ashtrays

| was sitting in a meeting the other
day watching two women have a show-
down that triggered a core memory.
They were dancing around the issue,
taking polite little jabs at each other’s
position while the rest of us tried very
hard to pretend it wasn’t personal and
was actually related to the issue we
were supposed to be resolving. Some-
where in the middle of it, | started ex-
pecting the bell to ring and wondered if
| had finished my algebra homework. |
spent the rest of the jousting match
(whoops, | mean meeting), pondering
the other parallels a professional office
has to an American high school.

I’d like to say it’s subtle that no
one is passing notes or getting sent to
the principal’s office, but I’d be lying
because there are always side chats in
the Teams meeting, and if HR isn’t the
adult equivalent of the principal’s of-
fice, I don’t know what is. The more |

by eryn b. nyré

that were already answered, and sud-
denly what was clear isn’t anymore. At
that point, you’re no longer sure if
you’re working or just watching a very
slow-moving social experiment. That
doesn’t even cover the people who
don’tread it at all. Don’t get me started
on the people who reply all and bom-
bard your inbox with “thanks.”

Tone becomes its own language.
You re-read what you wrote three times

thought about it,

to make sure it

the harder it was
to unsee.

There’s  al-
ways a version of
a group project.
One person does
most of the work,
a few people con-
tribute just

them.

We may not have lockers any-
more, but we haven’t completely
outgrown the dynamics ...
just learned how to schedule

doesn’t sound too
direct, too pas-
sive, or like
you’re about to
assign  someone
detention.  You
add a “just check-
ing in” or a “cir-
cling back” to

we’ve

enough to stay out
of trouble and at least one person is
suspiciously unavailable until it’s time
to turn everything in. You tell yourself
it’s different because now there are job
titles and performance expectations,
but somehow the same dynamic keeps
showing up in slightly more profes-
sional clothing. Only slightly, though,
because I’ve seen teenagers look a heck
of a lot more put together than some of
my colleagues.

There are meetings that feel less
like collaboration and more like chaotic
discussions where everyone is trying to
say anything to get credit for participa-
tion without actually committing to
anything. Like that one teacher who al-
ways wanted to be a law professor — but
washed out of law school — so he turns
every English lesson into a senate de-
bate. A room full of people trying to
sound smart without actually saying
anything useful.

And then there’s email, the bane of
my existence. No matter how detailed
and organized the email is, inevitably
someone will stop after the first couple
of sentences and chaos will ensue.
They send a response asking questions

soften the blow,
even when everyone knows exactly
what you’re asking. We like to think
that once we enter the workforce,
things become more structured. More
rational. More mature. But most of it
doesn’t go away.

You just get paid to deal with it.

Deadlines replace due dates. Meet-
ings replace class discussions. Per-
formance reviews replace report cards.
But the underlying patterns, the way
people show up, avoid things, step in,
or quietly hope someone else will,
those don’t change nearly as much as
we expect them to.

Most of us have, at some point,
avoided something we didn’t want to
deal with, waited a little too long to re-
spond, or hoped someone else would
step in and take care of something we
weren’t entirely sure how to handle.

Those of us who were “type A” in
high school are often still that person
when we step into the office. The one
who notices something isn’t getting
done. The one who follows up. The one
who fills in the gaps, not because it’s

Please see GEN WHY onP. 9

sadley > DRILLING AND
sy~ PUMP SERVICE

_&_
PUMP SYSTEMS
Same Day Service

674-1663
36691 Ave. 12 Family Owned
Madera Ranchos Seuce 1976

4/26

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

Look Good and Feel Great

4/26

JF

» Nutritional

fenondiies LOSE WEIGHT |WE KQOW LOW CARBS!
ol 20 OFF
- Diet Injection 1st visit only

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP
“We Are Very 224 6744 OPEN: Monday - Friday

Affordable” 9:00 AM until 5:30 PM
4844 N. First, #101 « Fresno, CA 93726 » Between Shaw & Santa Ana

= il Developing
d Land Surveying
and Civil
[ T Engineering Design
| JENGINEERING soutons
S O : z : with our clients
A solid foundation for your next project and the
local community
since 2008
Civil Land Underground
Engineering Surveying Locating 559-645-4849
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el')lm ) BedRock Engineering
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b Madera
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g www.BedRockEng.com

ARENA SAND « SAND & GRAVEL *
HORSE FOOTING « CRUSHED ROCK
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TOP SOIL »
HUMUS -
BARK e

CHIPS »
RIVER ROCK e
BASE ROCK «
ROCK DUST »
- COBBLE STONES
DRIVEWAY BASE
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP -

www.chadstrucking.com

TRUCKING

CA #441782
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LANDSCAPE DIRT _ 7=
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559-479-4113

Click on ““Local News’ at
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MB:;; Brenda McElroy

HELP!

Do you ever have those
discoveries that make you
think, “If only I had known
about this sooner!” One that
comes to mind is the pre-
emergent, Preen.

Even though we had just a
third of an acre, springtime
in the Ranchos meant lots of
weeds. My husband preferred
spraying weed killer after

they came up. My preference
was to not see them green or
brown,

so | took the hoe to

them. But imagine, something
that kept them from growing in
the first place? Enter Preen —
the work smarter, not harder
answer by preventing the weed
seeds from germinating. So
helpful!

and how professional organ-
izers help.

1. One client grew up with
household staff attending to
the family’s every need. Now
on her own, she was admit-
tedly clueless about how to

In my almost 20 years of

professional
organizing,
I’m still meet-
ing people un-

aware of our
industry. For
some of you,
the knowledge
might be like
the Preen
lightbulb 1 ex-
perienced.
Yes, there are

people all over

If you’re stuck with
the thought “I should be
able to do this myself,”
consider the many other
things we seek help with

the guidance of a
physical trainer, or even
having door dash deliver
meals. Consider what it’s
costing you to NOT do it.

maintain an orderly environ-

ment. Another
never learned
organizing
skills because
the home in
which she
grew up was in
continuous
chaos.

2. It’s
the job of a
professional
organizer to
not only estab-

Fhe world COM- Then, reach out for help. lish order but
ing alongside also transfer
clients who skills as she
feel over- walks through

whelmed by their clutter. Some
are stuck not knowing where to
start. Some just need an ounce
of accountability to move for-
ward. Here are a few examples
of the challenges encountered,

1. 0.0.0.

VOTE FOR

* * X

ANTHONY R.
FORESTIERE cra

—=AUDITOR-CONTROLLER —

MADERA

COUNTY

1. 0. 0.0

www.The Ranchos.com

the process with the client.
One client says she often
thinks, “What would Brenda
say?” when organizing on her
own.

Physical limitations con-
tribute to the challenge of or-
ganizing. One client kept
apologizing for the mess we
were working on. To me the

fact that she was legally
blind was reason enough.
Designating specific homes

for things made it much more
manageable for her going for-
ward.

When upper cabinets and
shelves are not accessible due to
a person being short of stature
or in a wheelchair, it’s challeng-
ing to fit everything needed
where it can be reached. A pro-
fessional organizer helps clients
determine what’s wused most
often and how to use organizing
containers and products so
they’re easily accessible.

3. Many times | hear, “I
would have stopped long ago
if you weren’t here.” Keeping
our clients on task is a huge

part of what we do. Whether
it’s decision fatigue, fear of
letting go, or boredom with
the task it’s our job to
help clients bring it to com-
pletion.

Not everyone has family
nearby when it’s time to
downsize for a move. With
the onsite help of an organ-
izer, adult children of seniors
can rest assured that parents
will arrive at their new resi-
dence with an appropriately
pared down version of their
belongings. Relationships can
be spared when that task isn’t
one that parent and child
would do well together.

Professional organizers
are not a “one size fits all.”
It’s important to find a good
fit. If you’re looking for
someone with years of expe-
rience, a member of the Na-
tional Association of
Productivity and Organizing
Professionals (NAPQO), Board
Certified, an organizing
teacher and coach, patient
and understanding with
clients, but determined to
help you reach your goals —
I’'m your girl. If you need
someone that works inde-
pendently (I work alongside
my clients) or has a team to
lift heavy boxes or do packed

garages, | recommend you
check out these websites:
napo.net or findmyorga-
nizer.com.

If you’re stuck with the
thought “I should be able to
do this myself,” consider the
many other things we seek
help with — the guidance of a
physical trainer, or even hav-
ing door dash deliver meals.
Consider what it’s costing
you to NOT do it. Then, reach
out for help.

For more info, contact Or-
ganized By Choice at 559-
871-3314 or email them at
info@organizedbychoice.com.
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Senior Report

Flatlander’s and Festival on the way

By Melanie Williams sponsoring the event with support from
the Southeast Madera County business

owners.
The parade will feature a colorful
array of floats

created by local

Every May, as the warmth of spring
settles over the Central Valley, excite-
ment builds in
the weeks lead-

ing up to the Ranchos Hills Seniors businesses,
Flatlander’s Day schools and com-
Parade in the IICIDIIJ:E ‘ GMEN munity organiza-
Madera  Ran- tions. Each float
chos. The Flat- MWAL will tell its own
lander’s  Day unique  story,

SATURDAY May 2, 2026
9 am to 2 pm
37330 Berkshire Dr., Madera Ranchos

Parade and Fair
is Saturday, May

contributing  to
the festive at-

16 and it’s a day mosphere  that
of celebration Join us for the 31st A_rmual defines the event.
and community Home & Garden Festival In fact, many
spirit with lots of Handcrafted wares, jewelry, artwork, local people will

candles and more. Including the Center's
Boutique, Treasurer House, Scout Garden
and Monthly Bake Sale. Coffee/Juice Bar
Breakfast & Lunch available 8 am - 1 pm

fun activities.
The festive
Flatlander’s Fair

be participating
in the parade it-
self, proudly rep-

will open at 7:30 resenting their
am., featuring a Contact Iﬂfol‘ma“'ioﬂ: SChOOIS, team
variety of local Ph:1(559) 645-4864, sports and com-
food and craft rhseniors@att.net munity clubs.

vendors and the Local volun-

Flatlander’s Day

Parade will begin at 10 a.m. on Road 36,
in front of Liberty High School. The
Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce is

teers, event or-
ganizers and community leaders spend
months behind the scenes organizing
everything from the parade route to the

activities that follow. Volunteers help
with ensuring that everything runs
smoothly on the day of the event. One of
the keys to the parade’s success is com-
munity involvement.

A new date is scheduled for the 31st
Home and Garden Festival at the Ran-
chos/Hills Senior Center. On Saturday,
May 2, the Senior Center is hosting its
Home and Garden Festival from 9 a.m. to
2 p.m. Plants will be available in the
Scout Garden, along with some good ad-
vice about how to plant a beautiful spring
garden.

The Treasure House and Boutique
will be open at the festival this year and
there will be delicious baked goods avail-
able and the Senior Center is selling
fundraising tickets for a Mother’s Day
Gift Basket. Our favorite vendors are set-
ting up booths to sell various specialty
craft items, including suncatchers and
uniquely crafted wood art for the house
and yard. Here are also locally made
handcrafted jewelry and leather goods.

Come on over and check it out on
Saturday, May 2 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The Ranchos/Hills Seniors invites
any senior or caretaker of seniors to at-
tend the presentation about Alzheimer’s

Dementia on May 5 at 12 p.m. A guest
speaker will speak about the 10 warning
signs that may lead to dementia in older
adults. This presentation is open to any-
one in the community who wishes to at-
tend.

Happy Mother’s Day on May 10th.

Local seniors are invited to come
and join us for the May Day Potluck and
Game Night at the Ranchos/Hills Senior
Center on Thursday, May 14 at 6 p.m.
We have planned a great night of good
food, indoor and outdoor games, includ-
ing Ping Pong, Corn Hole and Card
Games. The May Day Potluck is a great
opportunity for seniors to get to know
other local seniors and have a night of
good food and fun activities. If you are
interested, please call 559-645-4864 for
more information.

The Senior Center has weekly activ-
ities and events every month for seniors.
Weekly activities include the Senior Ex-
ercise Classes every Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday at 11 a.m. Card and
Tables Games every Thursday at 12:15
p.m. and there’s the Senior Hot Lunch
Program available Monday through Fri-

Please see SENIORS on P. 9

Calling all Community Members
Moms, Dads, and Community Service Personnel!

o ML e
DY

To learn more email:
info@firstsmadera.org

Be a Voice for Your Community - Join First 5 Madera County!
We are currently looking for a community member who lives or works in the
area to serve and represent as a board member for their community.
This is a unique opportunity to:

» Advocate for children ages 0-5 and their families

« Support early learning, child health, and family engagement

« Help shape programs and policies that benefit your community
If you are committed to creating positive change for young children in Madera County,

we want to hear from you!

Create a (gmﬁ fhfmn the b
Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts =

¢ 559-824-6336
37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

Visit us at www.RanchosCraftersStudio.com
and Facebook “What's Up in the Ranchos”
Contact us for SPECIAL GROUP PARTIES

ecalt

NEVER a sitting fee » Walk-ins ALWAYS welcome | bt & Guﬂd,éMw * Bidgue * Wood Stems

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-
surance (or eliminate it completely).

You can't afford to wait any longer,

so contact the professionals

today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730 ¢ Fresno 447-5815
| spiss5sY 36691 Avenue 12 « Madera Ranchos

Click on ““Local News’ at
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technically our responsibility, but be-
cause it needs to be done and we know
how to do it. There’s a certain comfort
in that role. It feels productive. Reli-
able. Necessary. It also starts to look a
lot like doing your entire group project
by yourself.

Because work isn’t always distrib-
uted by role or responsibility. Some-
times it’s distributed by who is willing
to let something sit unfinished and who
isn’t. And some of us are very bad at
letting things sit. So, we step in. We fol-
low up. We fix, adjust and remind. We
smooth over the rough edges so every-
thing keeps moving forward. From the
outside, it looks like things are working.
The deadlines are met. The projects get
completed. Everything looks fine. But
underneath that, the same familiar dy-

namics are still there. Just quieter, hid-
den behind meeting invites and care-
fully worded emails.

We are also often the ones pro-
moted to manager, which can often feel
a little more like hall monitor than the
leader and support system you’re hop-
ing to be. It turns out the hardest part of
working in an office isn’t the work it-
self. It’s navigating all the very human
ways people show up to it.

And every now and then, in the
middle of a meeting that could have
been an email, or an email that turns
into five more emails, or a project that
feels suspiciously familiar, it’s hard not
to notice the resemblance.

We may not have lockers anymore,
but we haven’t completely outgrown the
dynamics.

We’ve just learned how to schedule
them.

DE MERA

Owner/CEO"

Mader

anchios Resident

Room Additions & General Contracting « Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting
Concrete Foundations & Flatwork

TIMDEMERAQ@AOL.COM (559) 681-8947

WWW.ALLSTAGECONSTRUCTION.COM

JOIN SUPERVISOR WAMHOFF FOR A

TOWNHALL
MEETING

RANCHOS LIBRARY Q
OFFICIALS REGARDING ROADS, PRIL29. 2026 S
PUBLIC SAFETY & MORE. APRIL 29, 2026 E
& udan 5:30-7:00PM (@Y;
*g\ﬁAMHOFF ©

QUESTIONS? 559-662-6010

MADERA COUNTY SUPERVISOR

www.The Ranchos.com

SENIORS cont. from P. 8

day at 11:30 a.m.

Molly Ohanian teaches a Chair Yoga
Class every Thursday at 10 a.m. and Terry
Killingsworth is leading the members of
Ranchos/Hills Basket Cases in designing
and weaving Indian pine needle baskets.
There is still time to join the other “Bas-
ket Cases” to learn beginning basket
weaving techniques together. The next
classes are Tuesday, May 5 and Tuesday,
May 26 from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. at the Sen-
ior Center.

Odd Fellows Breakfast is on Sunday,
May 17 from 7:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. They
support many local charities in Madera
County with this ministry.

Brown Bag Day is Wednesday, May

o% poRHOQ

UXEG [INAY? &

421-304'6

...If awoman has long hair,
itis a glory to her;
for her hair is given to her
for a covering.

“=77 | Corinthians 11:15 &

@ 2026 by King Features Syndicate, Inc.

“Francoise” by Pablo Picasso (1946)
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20. Pick up your Brown Bag at the Ran-
chos/Hills Senior Center from 10 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. A representative from Kaiser
Permanente will be present for questions
about their Medicare Health plans at the
Brown Bag Day on Wednesday, May 20.

If you are new to the Senior Center,
please come by and pick up our monthly
calendar filled with information about
each activity and event.

The Ranchos/Hills Senior Center will
be closed for the observance of Memorial
Day on Monday, May 25.

Happy Mother’s Day and Happy Me-
morial Day from the members of the Ran-
chos/Hills Senior Center.

Mother’s Day Quote: “A mother loves
you first. Then, forever.” -- Hallmark

MAAKE
MOTHERISADAYY;

World rights reserved.
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All of Southeast Madera County
needs a

Whether you live in the Madera
Ranchos, Riverstone, Tesoro
Viejo or Rolling Hills, anyone

can run. In the proud tradition

of American politics

YOUR VOTES ARE FOR SALE

for $1 apiece.
Become a candidate and
represent your favorite local
organization and the top “vote

getter” will become the
Honorary Mayor, plus your
group keeps 75 cents of
every dollar you collect.

WIN-WIN-WIN!

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CONTACT THE CHAMBER

559-645-4001

GoldenValleyChamber@yahoo.com

New Chamber member Randel Mathias of Storelocal
Storage @ Tesoro Viejo, right, welcomes Golden Valley Cham-
ber of Commerce President Mike Fursman to their grand
opening at Storelocal Storage at 3655 Promenade Ave. in
Southeast Madera County, just east of Highway 41 and near
Avenue 15.

- NO ENTRY FEE « PARADE ENTRANTS ¢ NO ENTRY FEE ¢
2026 Flatlander’s Day

Parade Day: Saturday, May 16, 2026
Group Individual O Business L[]

Group or Business Name

Individual Entry or
Responsible Person’s Name

Phone:

Address:

Theme of Entry:

Will youngsters walk with the entry? O Yes O No
Approx. number of participants Approx. length__ ft.

Entry Category (select ONE most closely suiting your entry)

O Horses (Single) OHorses (Group) Explain:
O Band/Music Name:

O Floats Name:

O Children’s Group’s Name:
O Dance Group’s Name:
O Single Entry (Children) Name:
O Single Entry (Adult) Name:
O Vehicle Type:
O Novelty Name:
O Addtional information:

Parade begins at 10 a.m. sharp!  Registration of entries
begins at 8:30 a.m. « Parade route: Road 36 between
Ardath to Ave. 12 in front of Liberty High
The undersigned entrant and all participants agree to abide by all
parade rules, follow the directions of parade officials and agree to
release parade officials from any and all
responsibility from loss, damage and/or injury to any
person or property as a result of participation in the parade.

Signature: Date:
Bring, fax or mail this form by May 6 to: Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
37167 Ave. 12 Ste. 5C « Madera, CA 93636 * Fax 645-4002 « Call 645-4001

Flatlanders is sponsored by the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce.

YOU MUST TURN IN THIS FORM TO BE IN THE PARADE :

Golden Valley Chamber

ATNO LNO d3ANYH SAYMYIAID "'SHOLVYLO3dS OL NMOdHL 38 NI ONIHLON A13LN10SaY

ABSOLUTELY NOTHING CAN BE THROWN TO SPECTATORS. GIVEAWAYS HANDED OUT ONLY

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our
next meeting on Wednesday, May 13 at 6 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C
in the Maywood Center. Call 645-4001 for more information.

Click on ““Local News™ at
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WWW.FLIPSIDE.CHURCH

FOLLOW US ONLINE FOR UPDATES ON EVENTS AND ALL OF OUR MINISTRIES

: YOULL LEARM:
| R VW = WHAT THE TEXT ACTUALLY SAYS
STEP INTO THE FORGE. Wl : 2 S EeE WHAT IT MEANT THEN
BECAUSE STRONG FAITH : s B § WHY IT MATTERS NOW
ISN'T FORMED BY OPINIONS— '
IT'S FORGED BY THE WORD.

WEDNESDAYS AT 6 PM WITH PASTOR KARL

The Forge is a verse-by-verse Bible study that walks straight through entire books of Scripture.
No skipping hard passages. No softening tough truths. Just the Word of God—opened, explained, and applied.

i SUNDAY SERVICES AT 8:00 | 9:30 | 11: 00 AM
e CHILDREN'S PROCRAMS FROM BIRTH-6TH GRADE
I il il o ) ? | IRHIGH 2ND SERVICE
i ’Flipsidechlislian Ot Lo Kichen !
L] ¢ il YOUTH MIDWEEK SCHEDULE . i e
= 1| IR HIGH & HIGH SCHOOL
A 37193 AVE 12 #3H
vabeRh %58 | MONDAYS 7:00 - 9:00 PM

SEE YOU SUNDAY!

www. The Ranchos.com
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organized labor, and donor networks is
oxygen. The bigger story now is what
Swalwell’s implosion does to the gov-
ernor’s race.

Until this political earthquake, he
had been one of the top-tier candi-
dates, running in the mix with Porter
and Steyer while Republicans Steve
Hilton and Chad Bianco fought for
conservative support. Now Swalwell’s
voters are up for grabs.

In California’s top-two “jungle
primary” system, two Democrats can
emerge from the June election if Re-
publican votes are split badly enough.
With Swalwell gone or crippled, De-
mocrats now have even more incentive
to sort themselves around one or two
contenders. This has happened before.
In 2016, then-Attorney General Ka-
mala Harris and Congresswoman
Loretta Sanchez, both Democrats,
emerged from California’s June top-
two election for the U.S. Senate, shut-
ting Republicans out of the general
election that Harris went on to win.

That matters far beyond
the governor’s race.

A Republican standard-bearer in a
statewide general election helps drive
turnout, sharpen party contrast and
boost down-ticket candidates for Con-
gress, the Legislature and local office.
It can also affect the political environ-
ment around statewide ballot meas-
ures. But Republicans are not the only
ones who understand that math.

Big public employee unions would
also prefer a clean Democrat-versus-
Republican general election in deep-
blue California. They know how to
game the system. In 2024, Adam

Schiff spent millions boosting Repub-
lican Steve Garvey in the U.S. Senate
race because he wanted the matchup he
preferred. The irony here is that the
same kind of maneuver could happen
again. If labor or allied Democratic in-
terests decide Tom Steyer is the safer
bet, they could try to boost a Republi-
can just enough to help knock Porter
out of the top two. Or vice versa.

That is why Swalwell’s collapse
matters far beyond Eric Swalwell.

Swalwell’s campaign did not just
implode. It changed the race. Some
will move to Porter. Some will move
to Steyer. Some will trickle to the
other Democrats struggling to be rele-
vant. Some may drift into the unde-
cided column. But they are not
disappearing.

The most immediate beneficiaries
are Porter and Steyer, both polling in
the low double digits and within strik-
ing distance of a top-two finish. Swal-
well’s collapse gives them a chance to
consolidate Democratic voters looking
for a viable alternative. And that cre-
ates a problem for Republicans.

If the GOP does not consolidate
behind one candidate, the chances of
Republicans being shut out of the gen-
eral election become real.

Democrats are now under pressure
to consolidate. Republicans are under
pressure to do the same. And everyone
with money, institutional muscle and
strategic patience, is suddenly looking
at a very different map.

One candidate’s fall just changed
the odds for everybody.

Jon Fleischman is a longtime Cal-
ifornia political strategist. His writing
can be found on his Substack at
www.SoDoesltMatter.com.
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Sago Re
Paln Plartation!

We also have a wide selection of

559-268-665060

6700 E. Central Ave. < Fresno - www.sagorey.com

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

Shade & Fruit trees.
call Juan and Maria at

SAY YOU SAW IT ...

.« IN THE INDEPENDENT

eal Esta

a3

“Real estate is
my life! I make
ijIH real estate

reams a reality.”

4/26

J

MARIA FOTOPOULOS
REALTOR

l 559-250-6740 « mfotorealtor@gmail.com

4 Integrity, Dedication, Results
www.homesmartpva.com/mfoto » DRE #01454566

“Put my experience, knowledge, service and professionalism to work for you.”

4/26
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SLL JI\Q
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LETS WORK TOGETHER!

My dream is your dream. A loving place to call home
for you and your family. As your trusted real estate
agent, I'm here to guide you in your home buying and
selling journey. Call me today and let's get started,

MARY CHOMPHOSY AVIGLIANO
559.367.7264

@ fle®

@marythcagentofjoy

marytheagentofjoy @gmail.com
DRE 02093132 Real Broker

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive
at the figures given at the bottom
and right-hand columns of the
diagram by following the arith-
metic signs in the order they are
given (that is, from left to right
and top to bottom). Use only the
numbers below the diagram to
complete its blank squares and
use each of the nine numbers
only once.

©2026 King Features Syndicate, Inc.




Kiwanis Korner

40 Years of Recognition for Area Kiwanis

By Sally Rowden

We had a very exciting celebration a
few weeks ago. Our 40 years of service to
our communities were recognized by a

community of folks at a reception held at
Liberty High School. County Supervisor
Jordan Wamhoff and Field Representative
Emily Tymn from Assemblymember
David Tangipa’s Office, here in our 8th

Y

VM
spealks

By Igal Treibatch

“JUST AREMINDER”

Don’t let the wet weather fool you!
Just to be clear, we’re expecting a strong
“El Nino” with hot dry and potentially
record-breaking summer events and
widespread above-normal temperatures.
We may be experiencing heatwaves and
triple-digit temperatures often exceeding
100-110 degrees with unexpected thun-
derstorms. So, for a rural and a farming
community, water is going to be of ut-

most importance. Keep hydrated and stay
informed with forecasting services such
as The National Weather Service that can
help get you ready and make sure the eld-
erly, youngsters and animals are pro-
tected. In the past, some residents of
Southeast Madera experienced water fail-
ures in summers such as the coming one.
Being prepared is essential, reserves of
water and extra shade are essential.
With summer heat, we can expect
more vulnerability to exposure and poten-
tial fires. It has not been long since we all
experienced the results of devastating fires
and we should be ready. Fire defensible
space means clearing the area around your
property of any combustible materials on
roofs, chimneys, gutters and overgrown
trees. And vegetation around the house
and mowing a clear ring around the prop-
erty should be a standard summer chore.
If you are experiencing domestic

well or water quality problems, contact
“Self-Help Enterprises.” Qualified peo-
ple may have a water tank installed or
have bottled water delivered, or have
work done on a new or existing well. For
your needs, call or email:

Water Wells ¢ 559-802-1289
waterwells@selfhelpenterprises.org
Water Quality ¢ 559-802-1285
waterquality@selfhelpenterprises.org
Tank Water ¢ 559-802-1685
tankandhauledwater@selfhelp-
enterprises.org

Bottled Water ¢ 559-802-1284
bottledwater@selfhelpenterprises.org

SEMCU is a nonprofit organization
that represents the interests of the resi-
dents, property owners and businesses in
Southeastern Madera County. Its con-
cerns, among other issues, are our com-

munity, safety, water, traffic, schools,
future parks and energy. We invite our
community to join and help make a dif-
ference for our families and youngsters.
We invite community members to join
SEMCU as board members to help shape
the Southeast Madera County area. To-
gether we can build a stronger, more vi-
brant community.

SEMCU meets once per month on-
line for about an hour, you may virtually
participate. To join online, go to
www.semcu.org for a link and simple in-
structions. Or if you prefer, you can call
in on your cellphone at 669-900-6833
then enter the ID# 83632424343 fol-
lowed with the access code 85422. Our
next meeting is on Tuesday, May 19, at 6
p.m. Make your voice heard!

SEMCU is “By the community,
for the community”
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Assembly District, each presented us with a Certification of Recognition.

Along with this evening of recognition, we acknowledged a very deserving and
long, long-time member, Mona Diaz. It was a great tribute by members, friends, fam-
ily, school officials and public officials. The food by Liberty Café was extremely tasty
and the festive strawberry topped white cake by Ollia Ridge was scrumptious. This
was an evening, I’m sure Mona will not forget.

Our kindergarteners from Stone Creek Elementary school visited Storyland on
Thursday, April 9. In a partnership with Storyland, we provided the entrance fee costs
for each of the kindergarten children. Our club member, Jolene Mason, visited Story-
land with the kindergarten children, teachers and parent chaperones. Jolene shared that
all enjoyed and the new Paul’s Pirate Ship was very well received.

We have several events we will be involved in for the next few months, starting
with the Torch of Excellence whereby the Kiwanis Division 5 Clubs honor community
college athletics. We then have our local John Minney - Liberty High School Senior
Scholarships, the Hope for America Awards at Ranchos Middle School and the Char-
acter Counts Awards at Sierra View, Stone Creek and Webster Elementary Schools. As

L\elq_h;- z
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And it just wouldn’t be a celebration without your grand- Local Kiwanis President

kids to cheer you on. From left, we have Indi, Harvey, Charles, Sally Rowden, left, receives a
Mona, Alisa and Logan. certificate from Madera County

Supervisor Jordan Wamhoff in
recognition of the club’s 40
years of Kiwanis service to the
community.

Longstanding member . =
Mona Diaz, left, was also rec- = LA = 3
ognized for her contributions to The Madera Ranchos Kiwanis Club members showed up in
Kiwanis and the community force for the 40th year recognition ceremony. Among the atten-
with a certificate from Emily dees were Charles Diaz, Ollia Ridge, Jolene Mason, Sally Row-
Tymn, a representative from As- den, Andrea Pille, Katie Harr, Marie Cameron, Richard Wayne,
semblyman David Tangipa’s of- Mona Diaz, Emily Tymn (Guest), Suzy Ruhn, Ram Gurnani, Kevin
fice. Hatch and Casey Diaz.

.

these events unfold, we will be sharing all outcomes in our future Ranchos Independ-
ent news articles.

Of course, we will be at Flatlander’s Parade and Vendor Faire on May 16. It is al-
ways a great local community event. Come on out and join the fun. If you want to take
part in the parade and/or get a vendor’s spot, contact Ollia Ridge at the Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce as they are the sponsor of this event. That contact number is
559-645-4001. You can also go to the Chamber Office at 37167 Avenue 12 — Suite 5
— Madera, CA 93636. The office is open Monday through Wednesday from 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

We will be at the Ranchos/Seniors Garden Festival on May 2. We have a beauti-
ful Mother’s Day Raffle Basket for your viewing, along with the opportunity to pur-
chase tickets to become the owner. Tickets are $1 each or $5 for six tickets. Find this
event at the Ranchos/Hills Seniors Center — 37330 Berkshire Dr. — Madera, CA 93636.
Lots of vendors and treasures to investigate so come on out.

| want to share a quote from Margaret Mead — ““Never doubt that a small group of
thoughtful committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing that
ever has.” Thank you, Kiwanis, for letting me have this experience.
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Email

Phone

30167 Ave. 12, #50
Madera, CA 93636

Payment: $20[] Cash [] Check [ Credit Card [] Bil
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SPREAD THE NEWST

Have friends or family »‘
who love the
Independent but live
outside the area? Are
you moving but you
still want to keep in touch
with what’s happening in
Southeast Madera County?

SUBSCRIBE!

to the Independent

local news ¢ local events ¢ local happenings
editorial ® games ¢ real estate ¢ columns

The Jndependent

645-0634 ¢ fax 645-4002 ¢ ranchosnews(Cyahoo.com

#5C « Madera CA 93636 _Fax 559-645-4
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ACROSS 49 Narrow ship 97 Little kid 3 African nation 47 In history 91 Murmured
1 Sturdily built passages 98 Plaza Hotel 4 Mushy food 50 Elevator part lovingly
7Evergreen- 50 Regulation of girl of kid-lit 55t Pat'sisle 51— welcome” 92 Fruit drink

scented acomputer 99 They deliver 6 Doe, e.q. 52 Neighbor of brand
cleaning network fuel and air 7 Texas river Chad 93 That,
brand 55 White wader from carbure- 8 Frosting tools 53 Hollywood's in Chile
14Cows'milk 56 1/24 of a day tors to 9 Sarge, say Hawke 95 It might
deliverers 57 Torrid cylinders 10 Un-PC suffix 54 Road goop ensnare

20 Perjurious 58 Capital of the 102 National 11 Evening,in 59 Only congers
way to be Bahamas anthem in French 60 Ooze 96 Aeneas’
caught 61 Try out for Ontario 12 "My treat!” 62 — Chuck lover,

21 Transition the role 106 Fleur-de- — 13 10th-century (cheap wine) in myth
Zone 65 Realmthat 107 “Bad” choles- pope 63 “—Rock” 100 Played like
between began with terol, in brief 14 Netherlands (1966 hit) Galway
biomes the reignof 108 Worker's pay province or 64 Probability 101 Neighbor of

22 Go on a trip Charlemagne 111 Bonn article its capital 66 Choose (io) Denmark

23" atleast’”  71Monk'stitle 112 What you 15 Doodled, e.g. 67 Is defeated 103 Think a lot of

24 Hundredth of 72 Crumple (up) havetodo 16 Stops up 68 Nonreactive 104 Closer to
a peseta 73 Mafia bosses before enter- 17 Adam's mate 69 O'Donnell of one’s heart

25 Cure 74 Meadow ing seven 18 Like many TVand film 105 “Gunsmoke”

26 Managers’ 75 Denials answers in wines 70 Citrate, .. aclor James
evaluations of 76 They were this puzzle? 19 Like many 73 Give formally 109 Revise
employees given to 120 Actress Hedy winks 77 Tropical plant 110 Main ideas

29 “Rope-a- Moseson  123Llongrants 27 Gala affairs with bright 112 Soda
dope” boxer Mount Sinai 124 Put new 28 Motels flowers holders

30 Gas brand 79 Most cables in 32 Swizzle 78 One paying 113 Pakistani
in Ontario energetic 125 To-do list 33 Model Moss dues: Abbr. language

31“Ltd." cousin 81 Humiliated 126 lllustrious 34 Pt. of MIT 79Bellsring 114 Part of DST

32 Hit the 82 Suffix with 127 Loves to bits 36 — dish 80 “Peer Gynt" 115 Prune
slopes 52-Down 128 Rises from 37 Drag to court playwright 116 Tennis player

35 Tries toswat 84 Creamy bed 38 Ulna's place 83 NNW's Mandlikova
with an cheese 129 Insists 40 § dispenser opposite 117 Drearily dull
open hand 85 "May Isee 130 Pastry chefs, 41 Greatanger 85Dyeusedin 118 Mother of

392002 filmwith ~ —?" (diner's e.q. 42 Alternative to blue jeans Helen of
Jennifer question) Bob Evans 86 City bond, Troy
Lopez and 88 “Don'tCry  DOWN 43 Hiker's guide in brief 119 Furry “Star
Ralph Out Loud" 1Dry Spanish 44 Touch base 87 Devours Wars” critter
Fiennes singer wines aftera fly-out 89 Cyber-giggle 120 Fall behind

45 ‘| have it!" 94 Full of 20pen,asa 46 Madelineof 90“—bemy 121 Grow older

48 Uno plus due subtlety sleeping bag “Judy Berlin” pleasure!” 122 Raninto

Click on ““Local News’ at
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Business Directory « Business Directory « Business Directory « Business Directory

Va ey We
=Dl Dr'lnlng

Domestic Well, Agriculture Well
Airlifting, Well Brushing, Swahhing
Well Rehahilition, Test Hole

I5593|'" [I?lla?lﬂlllnr'SB%l“ 51-|5624| |

Now Is The Time To
Shed Those

Unwanted Pounds!

DIET
WORLD
MEDICAL

Lose Weight NOW!

Unlimited
-_._,_Concrete

Lic. #1042108

DRJL’EWAYS-S!EWALKS»COMMERCJAL-RES!DENTML
Jose Lope=
559-779-0401

H'Al izc:u-rs

H'S“l r 4

L---------__—-‘—

= Semors Thursdla Vs ONL Y S 1 3‘

-1J sa‘Avs.a 12 #104
~(behind Pizza Factory)

/" PUMP SYSTEMS

674-1663

same day sernvice

TIRED OF PAYING FOR
FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements
vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce
the cost of flood
insurance (or
eliminate it
completely).

Lic. #PLS 5815
Michael Sutherland
=\ & Associates, Inc.

645-4730 * Fresno 447-5815

CONCRETE?

Architectural Hardscapes
&1 Residential»Commercial
Flace & Finish Services
Site-WorkCurbs
Sidewalks*Foundations
Retaining Walls+Patios
Driveways+*Demo+Grading

QUALITY EXTERIORS, INC.

Contractor Lic. #996620
Bonded & Insured

ENGINEERING I

A solid foundafion for your next project
l Land Surveying * Civil Engineering * Consulting

! INVEST IN YOUR

: EXISTING PROPERTY! :
I For a free consultation, visit !
I our Madera Ranchos office! 1

I |
1 10878 HWY 41 « 559-645-4849
I www.bedrockeng.com i

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS
All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders

Sales & Leasing

11822-4500

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos
www.jhsanders.com

Real Estate & \ orfgage Plofesmonals

I\ Adrian Gutierrez
599-363-4968

www.sellingfresnorealestate.com

PERSONAL
TOUCH

Lic. # B0O008113

Landscaping & Gardening Services

Yard cleanups & hauling + Weed control
Lawn & garden service « Maintenance

BUBBA'S

WATER TRUCK SERVICE

7" Holding Tanks
/" Swimming Pools |

Potable Water
Dust Control

MARION POOL
) i:m ICE O REPAIR
_ * Weekly Service
* Equipment
+ Supplies
* Residential
+ Drains - Upstarts « Commercial

SEMCU

“For the
community,
by the
community.”

559-363-9095

Meetings ONLINE « Go to SEMCU.org
3rd Tuesday of the month « 6 p.m.

VALLEY PROPANE
pricee gou can affornd.
645-5324
The ONLY
locally owned

propane company
in the Ranchos

SAND & GRAVEL+ CRUSHED ROCK
FILL DIRT*TOP SOIL*HUMUS*BARK
CHIPS*RIVER ROCK*BASE ROCK
ROCK DUST*COBBLESTONES
DRIVEWAY BASE
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP

TRUCKING

559-479-4113

CA #441782*www.chadstrucking.com

Aleman’s'Painting

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

BONDED & coustical Removal

INSURED

Color Matching

MUJ 559-718-3554 r:gre :%égggrgggggsg Covering #  Call Gina * Locally Owned
_ zoz 6—1 7 559-645-1392 | | callMagAnayaur. | [Mountainfvess == atse283401) | 251.2514 3511605 6454799
P o o AteSE! lyww, ankqualityexteriors.com e 559-718-0558 BubbasWTS@yahoo.com office cell after5 p.m.
LANDSCAPE MATERIAL

Get Involved!

645-4001

2nd Wed. of the month « 6:30 p.m.
37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

FJIPS] aEﬂ’c/{,w s

SUNDAYS{9°& 16:30 AM

959-481-6875 | | -

37193 Ave. 12 #3H

Madera Ranchos
LIVE ONLINE AT 10:30 AM
WWMW.FLIPSIDE.CHURCH

info@acts176.com
SEE YOU SUNDAY!

“We've got your back”

D.O.T. Physicals * Drug Testing
Spons Physicals only $35!
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thabilifofion cenftr

660-5262

36754 AVE. 12 - Madera Ranchos

mawm mf«e Wood Stems
Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts

569-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

www.The Ranchos.com

(559) 645-0634
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Classified

Call
numbers:
650-771-2915.

Carpet/Aggregate Cleaning

Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Epoxy/aggregate
specialist too. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-676-
0760.

Firewood

Firewood for sale - Seasoned Al-
mond firewood. Round or split.
Call 259-7122 or 645-5523.

Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor specializing in
both continuous and standard rain
gutters. General Contractor. Re-
pair Maintenance. 26 years work-

ing in the area. Call
559-908-0759.
Housecleaning
One month FREE! with 6-

month arrangement. 40 years
of experience in the Ranchos. -
References available - Lupe’s
House Cleaning, residential,
one-time service, move-
ins/move-outs, windows, con-
struction clean up.
LupePrado25@yahoo .com.

of our LOCAL
559-710-0692 or

either

Property Clean Up

Property clean wup, landscape
maintenance and tree trimming -
FREE ESTIMATES. Professional
and reliable. Call Eric at 559-
903-3757.

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLING PICKUP - AmericanMade
Direct/Kids4recycling offers free
pickup of newspaper, shredded
paper, all household plastic, glass,
aluminum and tin cans (containers
DON’T need to be CRV). Metal
haul away and cleanups available
also! 80% return back to commu-
nity! Call Dianna at 559-999-6832.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING
POSTHOLES - Trees - Trenching -
Clean Up. TRACTOR WORK
Discing - Rototilling - Mowing -
Scraping - Stump Grinding. Call
John at 908-1066.

TOADVERTIS al o

HILTON cont. from P. 2

of the most dramatic expressions of anti-
Trump sentiment in his first year, with anti-
ICE riots breaking out throughout the
summer.

However, even with this, there is con-
cern among Democratic strategists that the
liberal and progressive vote will be split
among the high number of Democratic can-
didates running for governor. Due to Cali-
fornia’s unique top-two “jungle primary”
system, a fractured Democratic vote could
mean Hilton and Bianco are the only two
candidates to advance to the November
general election.

Hilton is confident that Republicans
can capitalize on dissatisfaction with New-
som’s tenure as governor to propel them to
victory. He referred to the anti-ICE agita-
tors as a "very loud, well-organized, often
well-funded minority of activists."

"It's activists, political activists on the far
left who are pushing this," he said. "Most
regular people believe that our laws should
be properly enforced. That's the majority po-
sition, | would say, even in California."

Regarding his stance on the issue, Hilton
said that as governor, he would "not accept
California sanctuary state law," and would
"very clearly and strongly work with the fed-
eral administration to enforce the law."

"I have absolutely no doubt that stand-
ing up for the enforcement of the law and
saying very clearly that, of course, this is

America, and we want to welcome immi-
grants to our country, but it has to be done
the right way, and if you break our laws to
come here, then you shouldn't be here. And
it's as simple as that," he explained.

Being from a family of immigrants
himself — his parents fled to the U.K. from
communist Hungary — Hilton said he is
solidly "pro-immigration,” while noting,
"... but it's got to be controlled."

"I hear all the time that we should be
offering a pathway to citizenship for illegal
immigrants. There is a pathway of citizen-
ship. It's called legal immigration. | just
took it. It is available," he said.

Hilton concluded that while some con-
servatives may have written off California,
he believes the gubernatorial race has an
impact on the entire country.

"So many of the terrible policies
that are infecting the rest of the country,
they all started here. The gender ex-
tremism, the climate extremism. All this
nonsense, it started here in California,"
he said. "So, if we beat them here, then
we are doing something very important
for the whole country. That's why | think
it's a race that actually really matters a
lot."

Fox News Digital reached out to New-
som's office and the Swalwell and Porter
campaigns for comment.

This article originally appeared on
Fox News Digital.

brown well." -- J.R. in Michigan

« "If you add a teaspoon of sugar to your biscuit
mix or to the dough for rolls, it will help them to

» Two ways to save money on laundry expenses:
First, spring and summer are an excellent time
to get into line drying clothes, then clean out
and shorten your dryer's vent hose to make ma-
chine drying more energy efficient. It cuts down
drying time, too, saving you time AND money.

STOP THE PAIN!

“We’ve got your back”

D.O.T. Physicals « Drug Testing
Sports Physicals only $35!
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& rehabilitodion cender

« "Got an odd job coming up? Before you go out and purchase an expensive
limited-use tool, check with your friends and neighbors to see if you can bor-
row instead of buying. Check with local hardware stores to see if it's cheaper
to rent it, too." -- S.L. in Kentucky

» Add a small bit of boiling water to a glass of iced tea to clear it up if it is
cloudy. You can do this to a pitcher just before serving.

« "Call and schedule your chimney service for a date in the next couple of
months. Prices drop during the summer and the sweeps are not as busy." --
C.C. in New York

* "I have pets that leave hair and dirt on the couch. When | wash my cushion
covers, one thing I always do is put them back on the pillows when they are
not quite dry. They stretch better when they are a little bit damp. | had a ter-
rible time a few years ago, when | let them dry all the way and couldn't get
them back on!" -- H.P. in Arizona

Send your tips to
Now Here's a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803

36754 AVE. 12 « 6605262

Click on ““Local News™ at


http://theranchos.com

Just Like Cate & DC)g.S' by Dave T. Phipps

OK, WE'RE GOING To TRY A NEW APPROACH.
WE'LL SHARE OUR FEELINGS, AND WHEN YOU HEAR
| THE BELL, RETURN TO YOUR NEUTRAL CORNERS. ,
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“They don’t like the decor of the jury room!”

www. The Ranchos.com

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Impatience is still somewhat of a problem. But a sign of progress should
soothe the anxious ARIES heart. Meanwhile, invest some of the waiting time in preparing for a change
ahead.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Bovines tend to excel at solving problems, not creating them. But you risk
doing just this if you're slow to respond to a timely situation. If necessary, seek advice from someone you
trust.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) The GEMINI Twin might need to do more than a routine check of both a
job-linked and home-based situation. Dig deeper for more data on both fronts to avoid unwanted surprises
later.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Moon Children who are facing an important workplace decision are being
encouraged to use their perceptiveness to see through any attempt to win them over with a supercharge of
fawning and flattery.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Good news catapults LEOs and LEOnas into reconsidering a deferred decision.
But time has moved on, and it's a good idea to recheck your plans and make adjustments where necessary.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) The week favors relationships, both personal and professional. Take
the time to look for and immediately repair any vulnerable areas that were caused by unresolved
misunderstandings.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) A friend's problems bring out your protective instincts. Be careful
to keep a balance between meeting the obligations of friendship without being overwhelmed by them.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) The temptation to take an extreme position on an issue is strong,
but moderation is favored both in personal and professional dealings. Move toward finding areas of agree-
ment.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Getting another boss or teacher? Try to see the person
behind the image. It will help you adjust more easily to the changes that new authority figures inevitably
bring.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Much as you might dislike the idea, keep an open mind about
using the assistance of a third party to help resolve problems that threaten to unravel an important
agreement.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Music helps restore the Aquarian's spiritual energies this week.
Take someone you care about to a concert of your musical choice. Also, expect news about a workplace
matter.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) A challenge that seems easy enough at first could take an unexpected
turn that might test your resolve. Decide if you should stay with it or if it's better to move in another direction.

Born this Week.

You canbe strong when standing up Jor justice, both Jor yourself and
far others. In the rigf»t Setting, this skill can be raxialutimmy.
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Kids" Maze
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BONNIES TAKING
PICTURES WITH HER

5
ABUDCTED B9
THE SEA HAG'S SISTER AND

L [|[ESCAPING HER DUNGEON,

OLIVE ovL FOUND AND

d| FREED THREE STRANGE
PRISONERS, NOW, THEY

| SEARCH THE WITCH'S CASTLE
FOR An I'_"X'IT.

KINGDOM o' TH' PAST BUT

1 'CuZ YOUR AUNT
AND | RAISED YA
'TILWERE THREE?"

,,-.'-{I GOTSTAGIT T' TH LA THINK ILL &
HELP JUST tuz

. ALRIGHT, GENTS. LOOK FOR ANYTHING
THA MIGHT HELP WITH An ESCAPE.

AND | APPRECIATE YoU
FREEING US,BUT | DON'T
TAKE ORDERS FROM
A DAME UNLESS | WANT
To AND SHE CAN HELP

ME GET A LEG UP. I

NOT A CHANCE.
YoU GOTTA EARN
MY HELP THROUGH

HEROIC DEEDS.

HAPPY, THE MORE | KNOW ABOUT
90U, THE MORE SAD ILL BE
WHEN NONE OF Y0u SURVIVE.

DIDN'T You
MEAN, "IF Now
OF Us'—

NO, THANK R0U.
DON'T THINK MY
SKULL CAN TAKE
ANY MORE CLEVER
WORDPLAY.

IF You'” ONLY HoLP
STILL A SECONP, T'LL
TAKE YOUR PICTURE

By Fifi Rodriguez

1. TELEVISION: What was the title of the
final episode of "M*A*S*H"? 2. GEOGRA-
PHY': The Red Sea is an inlet of which ocean?
3. INVENTIONS: Which English scientist in-
vented the color wheel? 4. ANIMAL KING-
DOM: What do pandas mostly eat? 5.
MOVIES: What is the name of the fictional
college where "Animal House" is set? 6. HIS-
TORY: What was the last Chinese imperial
dynasty? 7. GEOMETRY: What is the dis-
tance around a circle called? 8. SCIENCE:
The world's first vaccine was developed to
prevent which disease? 9. LITERATURE:
Where is Stephen King's novel "It" set? 10.
BUSINESS: What is the Disney logo based
on?
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Amber Waves

by Dave T. Phipps

SON, WHAT A GORGEOUS DAY.
WE NEED TO TAKE ADVANTAGE
OF NICE WEATHER LIKE THIS. 4

DAD, DAD, | KNOW! LET'S Go
SWIMMING, OR BETTER YET, LET'S
| SNEAK 0T AND GO To A BARKI

The Spats

X

T'M THINKING ABoOUT

PUTTING MY HAIR
e 'N A BUN.

an

Out on a Limb

-panEsas Syt iy "oul “eleapuls saunjead Bury 92028

EVEN BETTER, HoW ABOUT WE

TAKE A NAP IN THE WARM SUID;

“paAIBSE) SIBU I “Du| ‘HIEHPUAS Saaniead Bui 92020

AT WHAT AGE DOES A NAP
STOP BEING PUNISHMENT?
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by Linda Thistle
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HOCUS -FOCUS

Find at least six differences in details between panels.
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Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all
directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally
Unlisted clue hint: MOLTEN ROCK

Ash Crust Magma Rupture
Basalt Dormant Mantle Steam
Caldera Earthquakes ~ Molten Vent
Crater Eruption Mountain

©2026 King Features Syndicate, Inc. Al rights reserved.
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soui'h east madera county unll'ed

_ Com'ing in May: '
2026 FLATLANDERS

PARADE & FAIR

RoOAD 36 IN FRONT OF LIBERTY H.S.
BRING YOUR CHAIRS, FRIENDS & FAMILY
Alse: ENJOY FOOD, MUSIC &
CRAFTS opening at 7:30

Brought to you by the
GOLDEN VALLEY CHAMBER of COMMERCE

Become a Chamber Member & Enjoy the Benefits
For more information, email us at: goldenvalleychamber@yahoo.com or call (559) 645-4001

meetmg is in person on
ay, May 19t at 6 p.m.

;6 to: WWW:SEMCU.ORG for the linle
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