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WWW.FLIPSIDE.CHURCH

FOLLOW US ONLINE FOR UPDATES ON EVENTS AND ALL OF OUR MINISTRIES

: YOULL LEARM:
| R VW = WHAT THE TEXT ACTUALLY SAYS
STEP INTO THE FORGE. Wl : 2 S EeE WHAT IT MEANT THEN
BECAUSE STRONG FAITH : s B § WHY IT MATTERS NOW
ISN'T FORMED BY OPINIONS— '
IT'S FORGED BY THE WORD.

WEDNESDAYS AT 6 PM WITH PASTOR KARL

The Forge is a verse-by-verse Bible study that walks straight through entire books of Scripture.
No skipping hard passages. No softening tough truths. Just the Word of God—opened, explained, and applied.

i SUNDAY SERVICES AT 8:00 | 9:30 | 11: 00 AM
e CHILDREN'S PROCRAMS FROM BIRTH-6TH GRADE
I il il o ) ? | IRHIGH 2ND SERVICE
i ’Flipsidechlislian Ot Lo Kichen !
L] ¢ il YOUTH MIDWEEK SCHEDULE . i e
= 1| IR HIGH & HIGH SCHOOL
A 37193 AVE 12 #3H
vabeRh %58 | MONDAYS 7:00 - 9:00 PM

SEE YOU SUNDAY!

www. The Ranchos.com
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EDITORIAL cont. fromP. 5

organized labor, and donor networks is
oxygen. The bigger story now is what
Swalwell’s implosion does to the gov-
ernor’s race.

Until this political earthquake, he
had been one of the top-tier candi-
dates, running in the mix with Porter
and Steyer while Republicans Steve
Hilton and Chad Bianco fought for
conservative support. Now Swalwell’s
voters are up for grabs.

In California’s top-two “jungle
primary” system, two Democrats can
emerge from the June election if Re-
publican votes are split badly enough.
With Swalwell gone or crippled, De-
mocrats now have even more incentive
to sort themselves around one or two
contenders. This has happened before.
In 2016, then-Attorney General Ka-
mala Harris and Congresswoman
Loretta Sanchez, both Democrats,
emerged from California’s June top-
two election for the U.S. Senate, shut-
ting Republicans out of the general
election that Harris went on to win.

That matters far beyond
the governor’s race.

A Republican standard-bearer in a
statewide general election helps drive
turnout, sharpen party contrast and
boost down-ticket candidates for Con-
gress, the Legislature and local office.
It can also affect the political environ-
ment around statewide ballot meas-
ures. But Republicans are not the only
ones who understand that math.

Big public employee unions would
also prefer a clean Democrat-versus-
Republican general election in deep-
blue California. They know how to
game the system. In 2024, Adam

Schiff spent millions boosting Repub-
lican Steve Garvey in the U.S. Senate
race because he wanted the matchup he
preferred. The irony here is that the
same kind of maneuver could happen
again. If labor or allied Democratic in-
terests decide Tom Steyer is the safer
bet, they could try to boost a Republi-
can just enough to help knock Porter
out of the top two. Or vice versa.

That is why Swalwell’s collapse
matters far beyond Eric Swalwell.

Swalwell’s campaign did not just
implode. It changed the race. Some
will move to Porter. Some will move
to Steyer. Some will trickle to the
other Democrats struggling to be rele-
vant. Some may drift into the unde-
cided column. But they are not
disappearing.

The most immediate beneficiaries
are Porter and Steyer, both polling in
the low double digits and within strik-
ing distance of a top-two finish. Swal-
well’s collapse gives them a chance to
consolidate Democratic voters looking
for a viable alternative. And that cre-
ates a problem for Republicans.

If the GOP does not consolidate
behind one candidate, the chances of
Republicans being shut out of the gen-
eral election become real.

Democrats are now under pressure
to consolidate. Republicans are under
pressure to do the same. And everyone
with money, institutional muscle and
strategic patience, is suddenly looking
at a very different map.

One candidate’s fall just changed
the odds for everybody.

Jon Fleischman is a longtime Cal-
ifornia political strategist. His writing
can be found on his Substack at
www.SoDoesltMatter.com.
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We also have a wide selection of

559-268-665060

6700 E. Central Ave. < Fresno - www.sagorey.com

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

Shade & Fruit trees.
call Juan and Maria at
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“Real estate is
my life! I make
ijIH real estate

reams a reality.”
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MARIA FOTOPOULOS
REALTOR

l 559-250-6740 « mfotorealtor@gmail.com

4 Integrity, Dedication, Results
www.homesmartpva.com/mfoto » DRE #01454566

“Put my experience, knowledge, service and professionalism to work for you.”
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LETS WORK TOGETHER!

My dream is your dream. A loving place to call home
for you and your family. As your trusted real estate
agent, I'm here to guide you in your home buying and
selling journey. Call me today and let's get started,

MARY CHOMPHOSY AVIGLIANO
559.367.7264

@ fle®

@marythcagentofjoy

marytheagentofjoy @gmail.com
DRE 02093132 Real Broker

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive
at the figures given at the bottom
and right-hand columns of the
diagram by following the arith-
metic signs in the order they are
given (that is, from left to right
and top to bottom). Use only the
numbers below the diagram to
complete its blank squares and
use each of the nine numbers
only once.

©2026 King Features Syndicate, Inc.




Kiwanis Korner

40 Years of Recognition for Area Kiwanis

By Sally Rowden

We had a very exciting celebration a
few weeks ago. Our 40 years of service to
our communities were recognized by a

community of folks at a reception held at
Liberty High School. County Supervisor
Jordan Wamhoff and Field Representative
Emily Tymn from Assemblymember
David Tangipa’s Office, here in our 8th

Y

VM
spealks

By Igal Treibatch

“JUST AREMINDER”

Don’t let the wet weather fool you!
Just to be clear, we’re expecting a strong
“El Nino” with hot dry and potentially
record-breaking summer events and
widespread above-normal temperatures.
We may be experiencing heatwaves and
triple-digit temperatures often exceeding
100-110 degrees with unexpected thun-
derstorms. So, for a rural and a farming
community, water is going to be of ut-

most importance. Keep hydrated and stay
informed with forecasting services such
as The National Weather Service that can
help get you ready and make sure the eld-
erly, youngsters and animals are pro-
tected. In the past, some residents of
Southeast Madera experienced water fail-
ures in summers such as the coming one.
Being prepared is essential, reserves of
water and extra shade are essential.
With summer heat, we can expect
more vulnerability to exposure and poten-
tial fires. It has not been long since we all
experienced the results of devastating fires
and we should be ready. Fire defensible
space means clearing the area around your
property of any combustible materials on
roofs, chimneys, gutters and overgrown
trees. And vegetation around the house
and mowing a clear ring around the prop-
erty should be a standard summer chore.
If you are experiencing domestic

well or water quality problems, contact
“Self-Help Enterprises.” Qualified peo-
ple may have a water tank installed or
have bottled water delivered, or have
work done on a new or existing well. For
your needs, call or email:

Water Wells ¢ 559-802-1289
waterwells@selfhelpenterprises.org
Water Quality ¢ 559-802-1285
waterquality@selfhelpenterprises.org
Tank Water ¢ 559-802-1685
tankandhauledwater@selfhelp-
enterprises.org

Bottled Water ¢ 559-802-1284
bottledwater@selfhelpenterprises.org

SEMCU is a nonprofit organization
that represents the interests of the resi-
dents, property owners and businesses in
Southeastern Madera County. Its con-
cerns, among other issues, are our com-

munity, safety, water, traffic, schools,
future parks and energy. We invite our
community to join and help make a dif-
ference for our families and youngsters.
We invite community members to join
SEMCU as board members to help shape
the Southeast Madera County area. To-
gether we can build a stronger, more vi-
brant community.

SEMCU meets once per month on-
line for about an hour, you may virtually
participate. To join online, go to
www.semcu.org for a link and simple in-
structions. Or if you prefer, you can call
in on your cellphone at 669-900-6833
then enter the ID# 83632424343 fol-
lowed with the access code 85422. Our
next meeting is on Tuesday, May 19, at 6
p.m. Make your voice heard!

SEMCU is “By the community,
for the community”

Page 13

Assembly District, each presented us with a Certification of Recognition.

Along with this evening of recognition, we acknowledged a very deserving and
long, long-time member, Mona Diaz. It was a great tribute by members, friends, fam-
ily, school officials and public officials. The food by Liberty Café was extremely tasty
and the festive strawberry topped white cake by Ollia Ridge was scrumptious. This
was an evening, I’m sure Mona will not forget.

Our kindergarteners from Stone Creek Elementary school visited Storyland on
Thursday, April 9. In a partnership with Storyland, we provided the entrance fee costs
for each of the kindergarten children. Our club member, Jolene Mason, visited Story-
land with the kindergarten children, teachers and parent chaperones. Jolene shared that
all enjoyed and the new Paul’s Pirate Ship was very well received.

We have several events we will be involved in for the next few months, starting
with the Torch of Excellence whereby the Kiwanis Division 5 Clubs honor community
college athletics. We then have our local John Minney - Liberty High School Senior
Scholarships, the Hope for America Awards at Ranchos Middle School and the Char-
acter Counts Awards at Sierra View, Stone Creek and Webster Elementary Schools. As
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And it just wouldn’t be a celebration without your grand- Local Kiwanis President

kids to cheer you on. From left, we have Indi, Harvey, Charles, Sally Rowden, left, receives a
Mona, Alisa and Logan. certificate from Madera County

Supervisor Jordan Wamhoff in
recognition of the club’s 40
years of Kiwanis service to the
community.

Longstanding member . =
Mona Diaz, left, was also rec- = LA = 3
ognized for her contributions to The Madera Ranchos Kiwanis Club members showed up in
Kiwanis and the community force for the 40th year recognition ceremony. Among the atten-
with a certificate from Emily dees were Charles Diaz, Ollia Ridge, Jolene Mason, Sally Row-
Tymn, a representative from As- den, Andrea Pille, Katie Harr, Marie Cameron, Richard Wayne,
semblyman David Tangipa’s of- Mona Diaz, Emily Tymn (Guest), Suzy Ruhn, Ram Gurnani, Kevin
fice. Hatch and Casey Diaz.

.

these events unfold, we will be sharing all outcomes in our future Ranchos Independ-
ent news articles.

Of course, we will be at Flatlander’s Parade and Vendor Faire on May 16. It is al-
ways a great local community event. Come on out and join the fun. If you want to take
part in the parade and/or get a vendor’s spot, contact Ollia Ridge at the Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce as they are the sponsor of this event. That contact number is
559-645-4001. You can also go to the Chamber Office at 37167 Avenue 12 — Suite 5
— Madera, CA 93636. The office is open Monday through Wednesday from 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

We will be at the Ranchos/Seniors Garden Festival on May 2. We have a beauti-
ful Mother’s Day Raffle Basket for your viewing, along with the opportunity to pur-
chase tickets to become the owner. Tickets are $1 each or $5 for six tickets. Find this
event at the Ranchos/Hills Seniors Center — 37330 Berkshire Dr. — Madera, CA 93636.
Lots of vendors and treasures to investigate so come on out.

| want to share a quote from Margaret Mead — ““Never doubt that a small group of
thoughtful committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing that
ever has.” Thank you, Kiwanis, for letting me have this experience.
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SPREAD THE NEWST

Have friends or family »‘
who love the
Independent but live
outside the area? Are
you moving but you
still want to keep in touch
with what’s happening in
Southeast Madera County?

SUBSCRIBE!

to the Independent

local news ¢ local events ¢ local happenings
editorial ® games ¢ real estate ¢ columns

The Jndependent

645-0634 ¢ fax 645-4002 ¢ ranchosnews(Cyahoo.com

#5C « Madera CA 93636 _Fax 559-645-4
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ACROSS 49 Narrow ship 97 Little kid 3 African nation 47 In history 91 Murmured
1 Sturdily built passages 98 Plaza Hotel 4 Mushy food 50 Elevator part lovingly
7Evergreen- 50 Regulation of girl of kid-lit 55t Pat'sisle 51— welcome” 92 Fruit drink

scented acomputer 99 They deliver 6 Doe, e.q. 52 Neighbor of brand
cleaning network fuel and air 7 Texas river Chad 93 That,
brand 55 White wader from carbure- 8 Frosting tools 53 Hollywood's in Chile
14Cows'milk 56 1/24 of a day tors to 9 Sarge, say Hawke 95 It might
deliverers 57 Torrid cylinders 10 Un-PC suffix 54 Road goop ensnare

20 Perjurious 58 Capital of the 102 National 11 Evening,in 59 Only congers
way to be Bahamas anthem in French 60 Ooze 96 Aeneas’
caught 61 Try out for Ontario 12 "My treat!” 62 — Chuck lover,

21 Transition the role 106 Fleur-de- — 13 10th-century (cheap wine) in myth
Zone 65 Realmthat 107 “Bad” choles- pope 63 “—Rock” 100 Played like
between began with terol, in brief 14 Netherlands (1966 hit) Galway
biomes the reignof 108 Worker's pay province or 64 Probability 101 Neighbor of

22 Go on a trip Charlemagne 111 Bonn article its capital 66 Choose (io) Denmark

23" atleast’”  71Monk'stitle 112 What you 15 Doodled, e.g. 67 Is defeated 103 Think a lot of

24 Hundredth of 72 Crumple (up) havetodo 16 Stops up 68 Nonreactive 104 Closer to
a peseta 73 Mafia bosses before enter- 17 Adam's mate 69 O'Donnell of one’s heart

25 Cure 74 Meadow ing seven 18 Like many TVand film 105 “Gunsmoke”

26 Managers’ 75 Denials answers in wines 70 Citrate, .. aclor James
evaluations of 76 They were this puzzle? 19 Like many 73 Give formally 109 Revise
employees given to 120 Actress Hedy winks 77 Tropical plant 110 Main ideas

29 “Rope-a- Moseson  123Llongrants 27 Gala affairs with bright 112 Soda
dope” boxer Mount Sinai 124 Put new 28 Motels flowers holders

30 Gas brand 79 Most cables in 32 Swizzle 78 One paying 113 Pakistani
in Ontario energetic 125 To-do list 33 Model Moss dues: Abbr. language

31“Ltd." cousin 81 Humiliated 126 lllustrious 34 Pt. of MIT 79Bellsring 114 Part of DST

32 Hit the 82 Suffix with 127 Loves to bits 36 — dish 80 “Peer Gynt" 115 Prune
slopes 52-Down 128 Rises from 37 Drag to court playwright 116 Tennis player

35 Tries toswat 84 Creamy bed 38 Ulna's place 83 NNW's Mandlikova
with an cheese 129 Insists 40 § dispenser opposite 117 Drearily dull
open hand 85 "May Isee 130 Pastry chefs, 41 Greatanger 85Dyeusedin 118 Mother of

392002 filmwith ~ —?" (diner's e.q. 42 Alternative to blue jeans Helen of
Jennifer question) Bob Evans 86 City bond, Troy
Lopez and 88 “Don'tCry  DOWN 43 Hiker's guide in brief 119 Furry “Star
Ralph Out Loud" 1Dry Spanish 44 Touch base 87 Devours Wars” critter
Fiennes singer wines aftera fly-out 89 Cyber-giggle 120 Fall behind

45 ‘| have it!" 94 Full of 20pen,asa 46 Madelineof 90“—bemy 121 Grow older

48 Uno plus due subtlety sleeping bag “Judy Berlin” pleasure!” 122 Raninto

Click on ““Local News’ at
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Domestic Well, Agriculture Well
Airlifting, Well Brushing, Swahhing
Well Rehahilition, Test Hole

I5593|'" [I?lla?lﬂlllnr'SB%l“ 51-|5624| |

Now Is The Time To
Shed Those

Unwanted Pounds!

DIET
WORLD
MEDICAL

Lose Weight NOW!

Unlimited
-_._,_Concrete

Lic. #1042108

DRJL’EWAYS-S!EWALKS»COMMERCJAL-RES!DENTML
Jose Lope=
559-779-0401

H'Al izc:u-rs

H'S“l r 4

L---------__—-‘—

= Semors Thursdla Vs ONL Y S 1 3‘

-1J sa‘Avs.a 12 #104
~(behind Pizza Factory)

/" PUMP SYSTEMS

674-1663

same day sernvice

TIRED OF PAYING FOR
FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements
vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce
the cost of flood
insurance (or
eliminate it
completely).

Lic. #PLS 5815
Michael Sutherland
=\ & Associates, Inc.

645-4730 * Fresno 447-5815

CONCRETE?

Architectural Hardscapes
&1 Residential»Commercial
Flace & Finish Services
Site-WorkCurbs
Sidewalks*Foundations
Retaining Walls+Patios
Driveways+*Demo+Grading

QUALITY EXTERIORS, INC.

Contractor Lic. #996620
Bonded & Insured

ENGINEERING I

A solid foundafion for your next project
l Land Surveying * Civil Engineering * Consulting

! INVEST IN YOUR

: EXISTING PROPERTY! :
I For a free consultation, visit !
I our Madera Ranchos office! 1

I |
1 10878 HWY 41 « 559-645-4849
I www.bedrockeng.com i

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS
All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders

Sales & Leasing

11822-4500

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos
www.jhsanders.com

Real Estate & \ orfgage Plofesmonals

I\ Adrian Gutierrez
599-363-4968

www.sellingfresnorealestate.com

PERSONAL
TOUCH

Lic. # B0O008113

Landscaping & Gardening Services

Yard cleanups & hauling + Weed control
Lawn & garden service « Maintenance

BUBBA'S

WATER TRUCK SERVICE

7" Holding Tanks
/" Swimming Pools |

Potable Water
Dust Control

MARION POOL
) i:m ICE O REPAIR
_ * Weekly Service
* Equipment
+ Supplies
* Residential
+ Drains - Upstarts « Commercial

SEMCU

“For the
community,
by the
community.”

559-363-9095

Meetings ONLINE « Go to SEMCU.org
3rd Tuesday of the month « 6 p.m.

VALLEY PROPANE
pricee gou can affornd.
645-5324
The ONLY
locally owned

propane company
in the Ranchos

SAND & GRAVEL+ CRUSHED ROCK
FILL DIRT*TOP SOIL*HUMUS*BARK
CHIPS*RIVER ROCK*BASE ROCK
ROCK DUST*COBBLESTONES
DRIVEWAY BASE
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP

TRUCKING

559-479-4113

CA #441782*www.chadstrucking.com

Aleman’s'Painting

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

BONDED & coustical Removal

INSURED

Color Matching

MUJ 559-718-3554 r:gre :%égggrgggggsg Covering #  Call Gina * Locally Owned
_ zoz 6—1 7 559-645-1392 | | callMagAnayaur. | [Mountainfvess == atse283401) | 251.2514 3511605 6454799
P o o AteSE! lyww, ankqualityexteriors.com e 559-718-0558 BubbasWTS@yahoo.com office cell after5 p.m.
LANDSCAPE MATERIAL

Get Involved!

645-4001

2nd Wed. of the month « 6:30 p.m.
37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

FJIPS] aEﬂ’c/{,w s

SUNDAYS{9°& 16:30 AM

959-481-6875 | | -

37193 Ave. 12 #3H

Madera Ranchos
LIVE ONLINE AT 10:30 AM
WWMW.FLIPSIDE.CHURCH

info@acts176.com
SEE YOU SUNDAY!

“We've got your back”

D.O.T. Physicals * Drug Testing
Spons Physicals only $35!

EIANEY
/ HIROPRACTIC
thabilifofion cenftr

660-5262

36754 AVE. 12 - Madera Ranchos

mawm mf«e Wood Stems
Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts

569-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

www.The Ranchos.com

(559) 645-0634
The Independent
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Classified

Call
numbers:
650-771-2915.

Carpet/Aggregate Cleaning

Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Epoxy/aggregate
specialist too. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-676-
0760.

Firewood

Firewood for sale - Seasoned Al-
mond firewood. Round or split.
Call 259-7122 or 645-5523.

Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor specializing in
both continuous and standard rain
gutters. General Contractor. Re-
pair Maintenance. 26 years work-

ing in the area. Call
559-908-0759.
Housecleaning
One month FREE! with 6-

month arrangement. 40 years
of experience in the Ranchos. -
References available - Lupe’s
House Cleaning, residential,
one-time service, move-
ins/move-outs, windows, con-
struction clean up.
LupePrado25@yahoo .com.

of our LOCAL
559-710-0692 or

either

Property Clean Up

Property clean wup, landscape
maintenance and tree trimming -
FREE ESTIMATES. Professional
and reliable. Call Eric at 559-
903-3757.

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLING PICKUP - AmericanMade
Direct/Kids4recycling offers free
pickup of newspaper, shredded
paper, all household plastic, glass,
aluminum and tin cans (containers
DON’T need to be CRV). Metal
haul away and cleanups available
also! 80% return back to commu-
nity! Call Dianna at 559-999-6832.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING
POSTHOLES - Trees - Trenching -
Clean Up. TRACTOR WORK
Discing - Rototilling - Mowing -
Scraping - Stump Grinding. Call
John at 908-1066.
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HILTON cont. from P. 2

of the most dramatic expressions of anti-
Trump sentiment in his first year, with anti-
ICE riots breaking out throughout the
summer.

However, even with this, there is con-
cern among Democratic strategists that the
liberal and progressive vote will be split
among the high number of Democratic can-
didates running for governor. Due to Cali-
fornia’s unique top-two “jungle primary”
system, a fractured Democratic vote could
mean Hilton and Bianco are the only two
candidates to advance to the November
general election.

Hilton is confident that Republicans
can capitalize on dissatisfaction with New-
som’s tenure as governor to propel them to
victory. He referred to the anti-ICE agita-
tors as a "very loud, well-organized, often
well-funded minority of activists."

"It's activists, political activists on the far
left who are pushing this," he said. "Most
regular people believe that our laws should
be properly enforced. That's the majority po-
sition, | would say, even in California."

Regarding his stance on the issue, Hilton
said that as governor, he would "not accept
California sanctuary state law," and would
"very clearly and strongly work with the fed-
eral administration to enforce the law."

"I have absolutely no doubt that stand-
ing up for the enforcement of the law and
saying very clearly that, of course, this is

America, and we want to welcome immi-
grants to our country, but it has to be done
the right way, and if you break our laws to
come here, then you shouldn't be here. And
it's as simple as that," he explained.

Being from a family of immigrants
himself — his parents fled to the U.K. from
communist Hungary — Hilton said he is
solidly "pro-immigration,” while noting,
"... but it's got to be controlled."

"I hear all the time that we should be
offering a pathway to citizenship for illegal
immigrants. There is a pathway of citizen-
ship. It's called legal immigration. | just
took it. It is available," he said.

Hilton concluded that while some con-
servatives may have written off California,
he believes the gubernatorial race has an
impact on the entire country.

"So many of the terrible policies
that are infecting the rest of the country,
they all started here. The gender ex-
tremism, the climate extremism. All this
nonsense, it started here in California,"
he said. "So, if we beat them here, then
we are doing something very important
for the whole country. That's why | think
it's a race that actually really matters a
lot."

Fox News Digital reached out to New-
som's office and the Swalwell and Porter
campaigns for comment.

This article originally appeared on
Fox News Digital.

brown well." -- J.R. in Michigan

« "If you add a teaspoon of sugar to your biscuit
mix or to the dough for rolls, it will help them to

» Two ways to save money on laundry expenses:
First, spring and summer are an excellent time
to get into line drying clothes, then clean out
and shorten your dryer's vent hose to make ma-
chine drying more energy efficient. It cuts down
drying time, too, saving you time AND money.

STOP THE PAIN!

“We’ve got your back”

D.O.T. Physicals « Drug Testing
Sports Physicals only $35!

ey, /
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& rehabilitodion cender

« "Got an odd job coming up? Before you go out and purchase an expensive
limited-use tool, check with your friends and neighbors to see if you can bor-
row instead of buying. Check with local hardware stores to see if it's cheaper
to rent it, too." -- S.L. in Kentucky

» Add a small bit of boiling water to a glass of iced tea to clear it up if it is
cloudy. You can do this to a pitcher just before serving.

« "Call and schedule your chimney service for a date in the next couple of
months. Prices drop during the summer and the sweeps are not as busy." --
C.C. in New York

* "I have pets that leave hair and dirt on the couch. When | wash my cushion
covers, one thing I always do is put them back on the pillows when they are
not quite dry. They stretch better when they are a little bit damp. | had a ter-
rible time a few years ago, when | let them dry all the way and couldn't get
them back on!" -- H.P. in Arizona

Send your tips to
Now Here's a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803

36754 AVE. 12 « 6605262

Click on ““Local News™ at
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Just Like Cate & DC)g.S' by Dave T. Phipps

OK, WE'RE GOING To TRY A NEW APPROACH.
WE'LL SHARE OUR FEELINGS, AND WHEN YOU HEAR
| THE BELL, RETURN TO YOUR NEUTRAL CORNERS. ,
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“They don’t like the decor of the jury room!”
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Impatience is still somewhat of a problem. But a sign of progress should
soothe the anxious ARIES heart. Meanwhile, invest some of the waiting time in preparing for a change
ahead.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Bovines tend to excel at solving problems, not creating them. But you risk
doing just this if you're slow to respond to a timely situation. If necessary, seek advice from someone you
trust.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) The GEMINI Twin might need to do more than a routine check of both a
job-linked and home-based situation. Dig deeper for more data on both fronts to avoid unwanted surprises
later.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Moon Children who are facing an important workplace decision are being
encouraged to use their perceptiveness to see through any attempt to win them over with a supercharge of
fawning and flattery.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Good news catapults LEOs and LEOnas into reconsidering a deferred decision.
But time has moved on, and it's a good idea to recheck your plans and make adjustments where necessary.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) The week favors relationships, both personal and professional. Take
the time to look for and immediately repair any vulnerable areas that were caused by unresolved
misunderstandings.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) A friend's problems bring out your protective instincts. Be careful
to keep a balance between meeting the obligations of friendship without being overwhelmed by them.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) The temptation to take an extreme position on an issue is strong,
but moderation is favored both in personal and professional dealings. Move toward finding areas of agree-
ment.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Getting another boss or teacher? Try to see the person
behind the image. It will help you adjust more easily to the changes that new authority figures inevitably
bring.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Much as you might dislike the idea, keep an open mind about
using the assistance of a third party to help resolve problems that threaten to unravel an important
agreement.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Music helps restore the Aquarian's spiritual energies this week.
Take someone you care about to a concert of your musical choice. Also, expect news about a workplace
matter.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) A challenge that seems easy enough at first could take an unexpected
turn that might test your resolve. Decide if you should stay with it or if it's better to move in another direction.

Born this Week.

You canbe strong when standing up Jor justice, both Jor yourself and
far others. In the rigf»t Setting, this skill can be raxialutimmy.

©2026 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Kids" Maze
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BONNIES TAKING
PICTURES WITH HER

5
ABUDCTED B9
THE SEA HAG'S SISTER AND

L [|[ESCAPING HER DUNGEON,

OLIVE ovL FOUND AND

d| FREED THREE STRANGE
PRISONERS, NOW, THEY

| SEARCH THE WITCH'S CASTLE
FOR An I'_"X'IT.

KINGDOM o' TH' PAST BUT

1 'CuZ YOUR AUNT
AND | RAISED YA
'TILWERE THREE?"

,,-.'-{I GOTSTAGIT T' TH LA THINK ILL &
HELP JUST tuz

. ALRIGHT, GENTS. LOOK FOR ANYTHING
THA MIGHT HELP WITH An ESCAPE.

AND | APPRECIATE YoU
FREEING US,BUT | DON'T
TAKE ORDERS FROM
A DAME UNLESS | WANT
To AND SHE CAN HELP

ME GET A LEG UP. I

NOT A CHANCE.
YoU GOTTA EARN
MY HELP THROUGH

HEROIC DEEDS.

HAPPY, THE MORE | KNOW ABOUT
90U, THE MORE SAD ILL BE
WHEN NONE OF Y0u SURVIVE.

DIDN'T You
MEAN, "IF Now
OF Us'—

NO, THANK R0U.
DON'T THINK MY
SKULL CAN TAKE
ANY MORE CLEVER
WORDPLAY.

IF You'” ONLY HoLP
STILL A SECONP, T'LL
TAKE YOUR PICTURE

By Fifi Rodriguez

1. TELEVISION: What was the title of the
final episode of "M*A*S*H"? 2. GEOGRA-
PHY': The Red Sea is an inlet of which ocean?
3. INVENTIONS: Which English scientist in-
vented the color wheel? 4. ANIMAL KING-
DOM: What do pandas mostly eat? 5.
MOVIES: What is the name of the fictional
college where "Animal House" is set? 6. HIS-
TORY: What was the last Chinese imperial
dynasty? 7. GEOMETRY: What is the dis-
tance around a circle called? 8. SCIENCE:
The world's first vaccine was developed to
prevent which disease? 9. LITERATURE:
Where is Stephen King's novel "It" set? 10.
BUSINESS: What is the Disney logo based
on?
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Amber Waves

by Dave T. Phipps

SON, WHAT A GORGEOUS DAY.
WE NEED TO TAKE ADVANTAGE
OF NICE WEATHER LIKE THIS. 4

DAD, DAD, | KNOW! LET'S Go
SWIMMING, OR BETTER YET, LET'S
| SNEAK 0T AND GO To A BARKI

The Spats

X

T'M THINKING ABoOUT

PUTTING MY HAIR
e 'N A BUN.

an

Out on a Limb

-panEsas Syt iy "oul “eleapuls saunjead Bury 92028

EVEN BETTER, HoW ABOUT WE

TAKE A NAP IN THE WARM SUID;

“paAIBSE) SIBU I “Du| ‘HIEHPUAS Saaniead Bui 92020

AT WHAT AGE DOES A NAP
STOP BEING PUNISHMENT?

Page 19

by Linda Thistle
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HAMBURGER PATTY
'rpfrz BETTERP
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WOULDN'T A

WHo OZDee) THE CHICKEN PAKMiélANTf)

— | =l 0CO | O

©2026 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

The Independent

(AL 359-43-0034

WORDS

MAGIC MAZE @ i e avoes

HOCUS -FOCUS

Find at least six differences in details between panels.
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Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all
directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally
Unlisted clue hint: MOLTEN ROCK

Ash Crust Magma Rupture
Basalt Dormant Mantle Steam
Caldera Earthquakes ~ Molten Vent
Crater Eruption Mountain

©2026 King Features Syndicate, Inc. Al rights reserved.
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soui'h east madera county unll'ed

_ Com'ing in May: '
2026 FLATLANDERS

PARADE & FAIR

RoOAD 36 IN FRONT OF LIBERTY H.S.
BRING YOUR CHAIRS, FRIENDS & FAMILY
Alse: ENJOY FOOD, MUSIC &
CRAFTS opening at 7:30

Brought to you by the
GOLDEN VALLEY CHAMBER of COMMERCE

Become a Chamber Member & Enjoy the Benefits
For more information, email us at: goldenvalleychamber@yahoo.com or call (559) 645-4001

meetmg is in person on
ay, May 19t at 6 p.m.

;6 to: WWW:SEMCU.ORG for the linle
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