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SAY YOU SAW IT ...
... IN THE INDEPENDENT

organized labor, and donor networks is 
oxygen. The bigger story now is what 
Swalwell’s implosion does to the gov-
ernor’s race. 

Until this political earthquake, he 
had been one of the top-tier candi-
dates, running in the mix with Porter 
and Steyer while Republicans Steve 
Hilton and Chad Bianco fought for 
conservative support. Now Swalwell’s 
voters are up for grabs. 

In California’s top-two “jungle 
primary” system, two Democrats can 
emerge from the June election if Re-
publican votes are split badly enough. 
With Swalwell gone or crippled, De-
mocrats now have even more incentive 
to sort themselves around one or two 
contenders. This has happened before. 
In 2016, then-Attorney General Ka-
mala Harris and Congresswoman 
Loretta Sanchez, both Democrats, 
emerged from California’s June top-
two election for the U.S. Senate, shut-
ting Republicans out of the general 
election that Harris went on to win. 

That matters far beyond 
the governor’s race. 

A Republican standard-bearer in a 
statewide general election helps drive 
turnout, sharpen party contrast and 
boost down-ticket candidates for Con-
gress, the Legislature and local office. 
It can also affect the political environ-
ment around statewide ballot meas-
ures. But Republicans are not the only 
ones who understand that math. 

Big public employee unions would 
also prefer a clean Democrat-versus-
Republican general election in deep-
blue California. They know how to 
game the system. In 2024, Adam 

Schiff spent millions boosting Repub-
lican Steve Garvey in the U.S. Senate 
race because he wanted the matchup he 
preferred. The irony here is that the 
same kind of maneuver could happen 
again. If labor or allied Democratic in-
terests decide Tom Steyer is the safer 
bet, they could try to boost a Republi-
can just enough to help knock Porter 
out of the top two. Or vice versa. 

That is why Swalwell’s collapse 
matters far beyond Eric Swalwell. 

Swalwell’s campaign did not just 
implode. It changed the race. Some 
will move to Porter. Some will move 
to Steyer. Some will trickle to the 
other Democrats struggling to be rele-
vant. Some may drift into the unde-
cided column. But they are not 
disappearing. 

The most immediate beneficiaries 
are Porter and Steyer, both polling in 
the low double digits and within strik-
ing distance of a top-two finish. Swal-
well’s collapse gives them a chance to 
consolidate Democratic voters looking 
for a viable alternative. And that cre-
ates a problem for Republicans. 

If the GOP does not consolidate 
behind one candidate, the chances of 
Republicans being shut out of the gen-
eral election become real. 

Democrats are now under pressure 
to consolidate. Republicans are under 
pressure to do the same. And everyone 
with money, institutional muscle and 
strategic patience, is suddenly looking 
at a very different map. 

One candidate’s fall just changed 
the odds for everybody. 

Jon Fleischman is a longtime Cal-
ifornia political strategist. His writing 
can be found on his Substack at 
www.SoDoesItMatter.com. 

EDITORIAL cont. from P. 5
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By Igal Treibatch  
 

 
“JUST A REMINDER” 

 
Don’t let the wet weather fool you! 

Just to be clear, we’re expecting a strong 
“El Nino” with hot dry and potentially 
record-breaking summer events and 
widespread above-normal temperatures. 
We may be experiencing heatwaves and 
triple-digit temperatures often exceeding 
100-110 degrees with unexpected thun-
derstorms. So, for a rural and a farming 
community, water is going to be of ut-

most importance. Keep hydrated and stay 
informed with forecasting services such 
as The National Weather Service that can 
help get you ready and make sure the eld-
erly, youngsters and animals are pro-
tected. In the past, some residents of 
Southeast Madera experienced water fail-
ures in summers such as the coming one. 
Being prepared is essential, reserves of 
water and extra shade are essential. 

With summer heat, we can expect 
more vulnerability to exposure and poten-
tial fires. It has not been long since we all 
experienced the results of devastating fires 
and we should be ready. Fire defensible 
space means clearing the area around your 
property of any combustible materials on 
roofs, chimneys, gutters and overgrown 
trees. And vegetation around the house 
and mowing a clear ring around the prop-
erty should be a standard summer chore. 

If you are experiencing domestic 

well or water quality problems, contact 
“Self-Help Enterprises.” Qualified peo-
ple may have a water tank installed or 
have bottled water delivered, or have 
work done on a new or existing well. For 
your needs, call or email: 

 
Water Wells • 559-802-1289 
waterwells@selfhelpenterprises.org 
Water Quality • 559-802-1285 
waterquality@selfhelpenterprises.org 
Tank Water • 559-802-1685 
tankandhauledwater@selfhelp- 
enterprises.org 
Bottled Water • 559-802-1284 
bottledwater@selfhelpenterprises.org 

 
SEMCU is a nonprofit organization 

that represents the interests of the resi-
dents, property owners and businesses in 
Southeastern Madera County. Its con-
cerns, among other issues, are our com-

munity, safety, water, traffic, schools, 
future parks and energy. We invite our 
community to join and help make a dif-
ference for our families and youngsters. 
We invite community members to join 
SEMCU as board members to help shape 
the Southeast Madera County area. To-
gether we can build a stronger, more vi-
brant community.  

SEMCU meets once per month on-
line for about an hour, you may virtually 
participate. To join online, go to 
www.semcu.org for a link and simple in-
structions. Or if you prefer, you can call 
in on your cellphone at 669-900-6833 
then enter the ID# 83632424343 fol-
lowed with the access code 85422. Our 
next meeting is on Tuesday, May 19, at 6 
p.m. Make your voice heard! 

 
SEMCU is “By the community,  

for the community”

40 Years  of  Recognit ion for  Area  Kiwanis
Kiwanis Korner

By Sally Rowden 
 
We had a very exciting celebration a 

few weeks ago. Our 40 years of service to 
our communities were recognized by a 

community of folks at a reception held at 
Liberty High School. County Supervisor 
Jordan Wamhoff and Field Representative 
Emily Tymn from Assemblymember 
David Tangipa’s Office, here in our 8th 

Assembly District, each presented us with a Certification of Recognition.  
Along with this evening of recognition, we acknowledged a very deserving and 

long, long-time member, Mona Diaz. It was a great tribute by members, friends, fam-
ily, school officials and public officials. The food by Liberty Café was extremely tasty 
and the festive strawberry topped white cake by Ollia Ridge was scrumptious. This 
was an evening, I’m sure Mona will not forget. 

Our kindergarteners from Stone Creek Elementary school visited Storyland on 
Thursday, April 9. In a partnership with Storyland, we provided the entrance fee costs 
for each of the kindergarten children. Our club member, Jolene Mason, visited Story-
land with the kindergarten children, teachers and parent chaperones. Jolene shared that 
all enjoyed and the new Paul’s Pirate Ship was very well received.   

We have several events we will be involved in for the next few months, starting 
with the Torch of Excellence whereby the Kiwanis Division 5 Clubs honor community 
college athletics. We then have our local John Minney - Liberty High School Senior 
Scholarships, the Hope for America Awards at Ranchos Middle School and the Char-
acter Counts Awards at Sierra View, Stone Creek and Webster Elementary Schools.  As 

these events unfold, we will be sharing all outcomes in our future Ranchos Independ-
ent news articles. 

Of course, we will be at Flatlander’s Parade and Vendor Faire on May 16. It is al-
ways a great local community event. Come on out and join the fun. If you want to take 
part in the parade and/or get a vendor’s spot, contact Ollia Ridge at the Golden Valley 
Chamber of Commerce as they are the sponsor of this event. That contact number is 
559-645-4001. You can also go to the Chamber Office at 37167 Avenue 12 – Suite 5 
– Madera, CA 93636. The office is open Monday through Wednesday from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 

We will be at the Ranchos/Seniors Garden Festival on May 2. We have a beauti-
ful Mother’s Day Raffle Basket for your viewing, along with the opportunity to pur-
chase tickets to become the owner. Tickets are $1 each or $5 for six tickets. Find this 
event at the Ranchos/Hills Seniors Center – 37330 Berkshire Dr. – Madera, CA 93636. 
Lots of vendors and treasures to investigate so come on out.  

I want to share a quote from Margaret Mead – “Never doubt that a small group of 
thoughtful committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing that 
ever has.” Thank you, Kiwanis, for letting me have this experience. 

Local Kiwanis President 
Sally Rowden, left, receives a 
certificate from Madera County 
Supervisor Jordan Wamhoff in 
recognition of the club’s 40 

years of Kiwanis service to the 
community.

Longstanding member 
Mona Diaz, left, was also rec-
ognized for her contributions to 
Kiwanis and the community 
with a certificate from Emily 
Tymn, a representative from As-
semblyman David Tangipa’s of-
fice.

The Madera Ranchos Kiwanis Club  members showed up in 
force for the 40th year recognition ceremony. Among the atten-
dees were Charles Diaz, Ollia Ridge, Jolene Mason, Sally Row-
den, Andrea Pille, Katie Harr, Marie Cameron, Richard Wayne, 
Mona Diaz, Emily Tymn (Guest), Suzy Ruhn, Ram Gurnani, Kevin 
Hatch and Casey Diaz. 

And it just wouldn’t be a celebration without your grand-
kids to cheer you on. From left, we have Indi, Harvey, Charles, 
Mona, Alisa and Logan.
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Click on “Local News” at 
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Super Crossword

Say you saw it in the Independent 

Have friends or family  
who love the 

Independent but live 
outside the area? Are 
you moving but you 

still want to keep in touch 
with what’s happening in 

Southeast Madera County? 

to the Independent

37167 Ave. 12, #5C 
Madera, CA 93636

SUBSCRIBE!

 local news • local events • local happenings  
editorial • games • real estate • columns
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SPREAD THE NEWS!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@yahoo.com
       IndependentThe
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Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

559-363-9095

“For the 
community, 

by the 
 community.”

SEMCU

Meetings ONLINE • Go to SEMCU.org 
3rd Tuesday of the month • 6 p.m.

QUALITY EXTERIORS, INC.

www.ankqualityexteriors.com

Contractor Lic. #996620
Bonded & Insured

559-645-1392

Real Estate & Mortgage Professionals

www.sellingfresnorealestate.com

Adrian Gutierrezcall

559-363-4968

http://SEMCU.org
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Click on “Local News” at 

Classified
Carpet/Aggregate Cleaning 
 
Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery -  "Dries  in  hours ,  not  days."  
BBB A+ ra t ing .  Epoxy/aggrega te  
spec ia l i s t  too .  Cal l  Bruce  today 
for  a  free  es t imate .  559-676-
0760.  
 
Firewood 
 
Firewood for sale  -  Seasoned Al-
mond f i rewood.  Round or  sp l i t .  
Call  259-7122 or 645-5523.  
 
Gutter Services 
 
The  Gut te r  Doctor  spec ia l iz ing  in  
both  cont inuous  and  s tandard  ra in  
gu t t e r s .  Gene ra l  Con t rac to r .  Re -
pa i r  Main tenance .  26  years  work-
ing  in  the  a rea .  Cal l   
5 5 9 - 9 0 8 - 0 7 5 9 .  
 
Housecleaning 
 
O n e  m o n t h  F R E E !  w i t h  6 -
m o n t h  a r r a n g e m e n t .  4 0  y e a r s  
o f  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  R a n c h o s .  -  
R e f e r e n c e s  a v a i l a b l e  -  L u p e ’ s  
H o u s e  C l e a n i n g ,  r e s i d e n t i a l ,  
o n e - t i m e  s e r v i c e ,  m o v e -
i n s / m o v e - o u t s ,  w i n d o w s ,  c o n -
s t r u c t i o n  c l e a n  u p .  
L u p e P r a d o 2 5 @ y a h o o  . c o m .  

C a l l  e i t h e r  o f  o u r  L O C A L  
n u m b e r s :  5 5 9 - 7 1 0 - 0 6 9 2  o r  
6 5 0 - 7 7 1 - 2 9 1 5 .  
 
Property Clean Up  
 
P r o p e r t y  c l e a n  u p ,  l a n d s c a p e  
ma in t enance  and  t r ee  t r imming  -  
FREE  ESTIMATES.  P ro fes s iona l  
a n d  r e l i a b l e .  C a l l  E r i c  a t  5 5 9 -
903-3757 .  
 
Recyclables Pick Up 
 
KEEP IT LOCAL -  FREE RECY-
CLING PICKUP -  AmericanMade 
Direct /Kids4recycl ing offers  f ree  
pickup of  newspaper ,  shredded 
paper,  al l  household plastic,  glass,  
aluminum and t in cans (containers 
DON’T need to  be CRV).  Metal  
haul  away and cleanups avai lable  
a lso!  80% return back to  commu-
nity! Call Dianna at 559-999-6832.  
 
Tractor/Trenching Services 
 
BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING 
POSTHOLES - Trees - Trenching - 
Clean Up. TRACTOR WORK  
Discing - Rototill ing - Mowing - 
Scraping - Stump Grinding. Call 
John at 908-1066. 

TO ADVERTISE call 559-645-0634

4/26

• "If you add a teaspoon of sugar to your biscuit 
mix or to the dough for rolls, it will help them to 
brown well." -- J.R. in Michigan 
• Two ways to save money on laundry expenses: 
First, spring and summer are an excellent time 
to get into line drying clothes, then clean out 
and shorten your dryer's vent hose to make ma-
chine drying more energy efficient. It cuts down 
drying time, too, saving you time AND money.  
• "Got an odd job coming up? Before you go out and purchase an expensive 
limited-use tool, check with your friends and neighbors to see if you can bor-
row instead of buying. Check with local hardware stores to see if it's cheaper 
to rent it, too." -- S.L. in Kentucky 
• Add a small bit of boiling water to a glass of iced tea to clear it up if it is 
cloudy. You can do this to a pitcher just before serving.  
• "Call and schedule your chimney service for a date in the next couple of 
months. Prices drop during the summer and the sweeps are not as busy." -- 
C.C. in New York 
• "I have pets that leave hair and dirt on the couch. When I wash my cushion 
covers, one thing I always do is put them back on the pillows when they are 
not quite dry. They stretch better when they are a little bit damp. I had a ter-
rible time a few years ago, when I let them dry all the way and couldn't get 
them back on!" -- H.P. in Arizona 
 

Send your tips to  
Now Here's a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803  

of the most dramatic expressions of anti-
Trump sentiment in his first year, with anti-
ICE riots breaking out throughout the 
summer. 

However, even with this, there is con-
cern among Democratic strategists that the 
liberal and progressive vote will be split 
among the high number of Democratic can-
didates running for governor. Due to Cali-
fornia’s unique top-two “jungle primary” 
system, a fractured Democratic vote could 
mean Hilton and Bianco are the only two 
candidates to advance to the November 
general election. 

Hilton is confident that Republicans 
can capitalize on dissatisfaction with New-
som’s tenure as governor to propel them to 
victory. He referred to the anti-ICE agita-
tors as a "very loud, well-organized, often 
well-funded minority of activists." 

"It's activists, political activists on the far 
left who are pushing this," he said. "Most 
regular people believe that our laws should 
be properly enforced. That's the majority po-
sition, I would say, even in California." 

Regarding his stance on the issue, Hilton 
said that as governor, he would "not accept 
California sanctuary state law," and would 
"very clearly and strongly work with the fed-
eral administration to enforce the law." 

"I have absolutely no doubt that stand-
ing up for the enforcement of the law and 
saying very clearly that, of course, this is 

America, and we want to welcome immi-
grants to our country, but it has to be done 
the right way, and if you break our laws to 
come here, then you shouldn't be here. And 
it's as simple as that," he explained. 

Being from a family of immigrants 
himself — his parents fled to the U.K. from 
communist Hungary — Hilton said he is 
solidly "pro-immigration," while noting, 
"… but it's got to be controlled." 

"I hear all the time that we should be 
offering a pathway to citizenship for illegal 
immigrants. There is a pathway of citizen-
ship. It's called legal immigration. I just 
took it. It is available," he said. 

Hilton concluded that while some con-
servatives may have written off California, 
he believes the gubernatorial race has an 
impact on the entire country. 

"So many of the terrible policies 
that are infecting the rest of the country, 
they all started here. The gender ex-
tremism, the climate extremism. All this 
nonsense, it started here in California," 
he said. "So, if we beat them here, then 
we are doing something very important 
for the whole country. That's why I think 
it's a race that actually really matters a 
lot." 

Fox News Digital reached out to New-
som's office and the Swalwell and Porter 
campaigns for comment.  

 
This article originally appeared on 

Fox News Digital.

HILTON cont. from P. 2
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Impatience is still somewhat of a problem. But a sign of progress should 
soothe the anxious ARIES heart. Meanwhile, invest some of the waiting time in preparing for a change 
ahead. 
 
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20)  Bovines tend to excel at solving problems, not creating them. But you risk 
doing just this if you're slow to respond to a timely situation. If necessary, seek advice from someone you 
trust. 
 
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) The GEMINI Twin might need to do more than a routine check of both a 
job-linked and home-based situation. Dig deeper for more data on both fronts to avoid unwanted surprises 
later. 
 
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Moon Children who are facing an important workplace decision are being 
encouraged to use their perceptiveness to see through any attempt to win them over with a supercharge of 
fawning and flattery. 
 
LEO (July 23 to August 22) Good news catapults LEOs and LEOnas into reconsidering a deferred decision. 
But time has moved on, and it's a good idea to recheck your plans and make adjustments where necessary. 
 
VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) The week favors relationships, both personal and professional. Take 
the time to look for and immediately repair any vulnerable areas that were caused by unresolved 
misunderstandings. 
 
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) A friend's problems bring out your protective instincts. Be careful 
to keep a balance between meeting the obligations of friendship without being overwhelmed by them. 
 
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) The temptation to take an extreme position on an issue is strong, 
but moderation is favored both in personal and professional dealings. Move toward finding areas of agree-
ment. 
 
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Getting another boss or teacher? Try to see the person 
behind the image. It will help you adjust more easily to the changes that new authority figures inevitably 
bring. 
 
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Much as you might dislike the idea, keep an open mind about 
using the assistance of a third party to help resolve problems that threaten to unravel an important 
agreement. 
 
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Music helps restore the Aquarian's spiritual energies this week. 
Take someone you care about to a concert of your musical choice. Also, expect news about a workplace 
matter. 
 
PISCES (February 19 to March 20)  A challenge that seems easy enough at first could take an unexpected 
turn that might test your resolve. Decide if you should stay with it or if it's better to move in another direction. 

©2026 King Features Synd., Inc. 

You can be strong when standing up for justice, both for yourself and 
for others. In the right setting, this skill can be revolutionary. 

Born this Week
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TRIVIA TEST 
By Fifi Rodriguez

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

 
1. "Goodbye, Farewell and Amen." 
2. Indian Ocean. 
3. Sir Isaac Newton. 
4. Bamboo. 
5. Faber College. 
6. Qing. 
7. Circumference. 
8. Smallpox. 
9. Derry, Maine. 
10. The signature of Walt Disney.

Click on “Local News” at 

1. TELEVISION: What was the title of the 
final episode of "M*A*S*H"? 2. GEOGRA-
PHY: The Red Sea is an inlet of which ocean? 
3. INVENTIONS: Which English scientist in-
vented the color wheel? 4. ANIMAL KING-
DOM: What do pandas mostly eat? 5. 
MOVIES: What is the name of the fictional 
college where "Animal House" is set? 6. HIS-
TORY: What was the last Chinese imperial 
dynasty? 7. GEOMETRY: What is the dis-
tance around a circle called? 8. SCIENCE: 
The world's first vaccine was developed to 
prevent which disease? 9. LITERATURE: 
Where is Stephen King's novel "It" set? 10. 
BUSINESS: What is the Disney logo based 
on? 

X

X
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CALL 559-645-0634
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