Serving the Madera Ranchos
B Bonadelle Ranchos ¢ Rolling Hills PRSRT STO
Riverstone ¢ Tesoro Viejo

MADERA, CA.
Volume 21 Issue 4 2025 The Official Publication of Southeastern Madera County 50¢

PERMIT NO. 61

= Page 5/ Aunt Jean’s Recipes ¢ Page 8
In ThIS ISSUG Page 16 / Fun Pages ¢ Pages 18 & 19



Page 2

By Robert Lewis

Officials may call driving
a privilege, but they treat it as
a right — often failing to take
drivers’ licenses even after
they Kkill someone on the
road.

The DMV is allowing some danger-
ous drivers to stay on the road.

Ervin Wyatt’s history behind the

wheel spreads across two pages of a recent
court filing: Fleeing police. Fleeing police
again. Running a red light. Causing a traf-
fic collision. Driving without a
license, four times. A dozen
speeding tickets. Yet the Califor-
nia Department of Motor Vehi-
cles issued him a license in 2019.
Woyatt promptly got three more
speeding tickets, court records
show. Prosecutors say he was
speeding again in 2023 when he
lost control and crashed into on-
coming traffic, killing three
women. He’s now facing murder
charges in Stanislaus County.

The DMV routinely allows
drivers like these — with horri-
fying histories of dangerous
driving, including DUIs, crashes
and numerous tickets — to con-
tinue to operate on our road-
ways, a CalMatters investigation
has found. Too often they go on to kill.
Many keep driving even after they Kill.
Some go on to kill again.

CalMatters  reviewed vehicular
manslaughter cases in California from
2019 through early 2024 to understand
how the state handles dangerous drivers.

The court records and driving histo-
ries reveal a state so concerned with peo-
ple having access to motor vehicles for
work and life that it allows deadly drivers
to share our roads despite the cost. Offi-
cials may call driving a privilege, but they
treat it as a right — often failing to take
drivers’ licenses even after they kill some-
one on the road.

The DMV misses — or ignores —
patterns of reckless behavior on the roads
that persist for years, failing to stop dan-
gerous drivers before they Kill. The state
system that targets motorists who rack up
tickets is designed to catch clusters of
reckless behavior, not long-term patterns.

The state suspends a driver’s license
for accumulating four points in a year, six
points in two years or eight points in three
years. What does it take to get that many

points? Using a cellphone while driving is
zero points. A speeding ticket is a point.
Vehicular manslaughter is two points. And
while there are laws requiring the DMV to
suspend a driver’s license for certain
crimes, like DUISs, there is no such re-
quirement for many vehicular manslaugh-
ter convictions. It’s often up to the DMV
whether to act. Routinely it doesn’t.

Nearly 40 percent of drivers charged
with vehicular manslaughter since 2019
have a valid license, according to DMV
records. That’s about 1,000 out of 2,600
drivers for whom CalMatters obtained
DMV reports. Drivers like Joshua Daugh-
erty.

In July 2020, Daugherty drifted onto
the highway shoulder while driving near

Mammoth Lakes, overcorrected to the left
and lost control, court filings show. His
Toyota Tacoma cut across the lane into
oncoming traffic, where an SUV broad-
sided it. Daugherty’s girlfriend, 25-year-
old Krystal Kazmark, died.

In August 2009, in a strikingly similar
incident, Daugherty was speeding along a
Riverside County highway when his Ford
Expedition drifted onto the shoulder. Wit-
nesses told police he hit a dirt embank-
ment and went airborne, the SUV flipping
onto its roof. A 16-year-old girl riding in
the back died. He was convicted of vehic-
ular manslaughter in both cases. The
DMV suspended his license after his con-
viction for killing Kazmark. But it wasn’t
enough to keep him off the road. Before
he could report to jail, two months after
the conviction, police caught him driving
on a suspended license. The DMV reis-
sued Daugherty a license in July 2024.

The DMV often takes no action
against drivers convicted of Killing some-
one on the road. State law requires the
agency to strip motorists of their driving
privileges for three years after a felony ve-

hicular manslaughter conviction, but
there is no such requirement for most
misdemeanor vehicular manslaughter
convictions. It’s up to the DMV whether
to do anything.

CalMatters found nearly 200 drivers
with a valid license whose DMV record
shows a conviction for misdemeanor ve-
hicular manslaughter but for whom there
is no suspension listed. That includes
truck driver Ramon Pacheco, who made a
U-turn in front of an oncoming motorcy-
cle, killing 29-year-old Dominic Lopez-
Toney, who was finishing his rotations to
be a doctor.

Court records show Pacheco had
gotten in trouble behind the wheel before.
He had been arrested for DUI in 20009,

caused a collision in 2013
and got a ticket in 2016
for making an unsafe turn.
Months after San Joaquin
prosecutors charged
Pacheco with vehicular
manslaughter, he got into
another  collision  for
which he was also deemed
most at fault. Pacheco ul-
timately pleaded no con-
test to misdemeanor
manslaughter and re-
ceived probation. His
DMV record as of Feb. 11
indicates his driving priv-
ileges were never sus-
pended; his commercial
driver’s license is valid.
Nora Lopez’s 29-year-
old son, Dominic, was struck and killed by
a semi-truck driven by Pacheco days be-
fore Domenic started his surgical rotation
at a San Joaquin hospital. In the wake of
the tragedy, Lopez-Toney’s mother has be-
come an advocate for truck safety.

“Road safety and truck safety is not
a priority right now with our legislators,
with our government,” Lopez said.
“Changing our mindset, our attitudes, our
culture on the roads is not impossible.”

The DMV issued licenses to 150
drivers less than a year after they al-
legedly killed someone on the road. Pros-
ecutors say Jadon Mendez was speeding
in December 2021 in Santa Clara County
when he lost control and caused a crash
that killed a mother of three young chil-
dren. A few weeks later, he got a speed-
ing ticket, and yet, the DMV issued him
his current driver’s license on Jan. 27,
2022 — 49 days after the fatal crash.
Mendez’s manslaughter case is still open,
and his license is still listed as valid.

Nearly 400 of the drivers charged

Please see DMV on P. 3

Kiwanis Korner

Kiwanis News

By Sally Rowden

A huge shout-out to Nathan
Nguyen, a Junior at Liberty High
School who’s running for the Madera
Ranchos Honorary Mayor position.
Nathan is the Junior Class President,
has over 300 community services
hours and is a lifelong community
resident and a Kiwanis Key Club
Member. Remember voting is $1 per
vote. If you see donation jars in our
community endorsing Nathan, please
vote/donate.

We’re gearing up for Flatlander’s
Day on Saturday, May 17. Thank
you, Chairperson Katie Harr, for your
planning expertise for this event. We
will have the Panda Express Food
Truck on site and a Wheel of Chance
Game for the children. Plus, we will
be selling raffle tickets, six for $5, to
win a well-supplied BBQ Raffle Bas-
ket that includes a handcrafted old-
western dinner bell. Thank you goes
to Rod Chaney for donating his craft-
manship.

Our John Minney — Liberty High
School Scholarship Fundraiser con-
tinues. This is one of our primary
yearly fundraiser projects supporting
our graduating Liberty High School
Seniors to further their funding for
college endeavors. Graduating senior
applications are in and the review
process is in progress. Scholarship
awards will be awarded in May.

We had two guest speakers at our
meeting on Thursday, April 10. Kris-
ten Mattox, Instructor and Athletic
Coordinator of Madera Community
College, gave an informative
overview of the program’s successes
from both an athletic and academic
viewpoint. Seventeen of the athletes
will be honored on Wednesday, April
30, at the 29th Annual Kiwanis Torch
of Excellence at the Clovis Veterans
Memorial Building.

Then Lance Carter from the Lib-
erty High School Music Boosters
Club shared information on their
Bingo Night coming on April 27 at
Second Son Brews. Food will be pro-
vided by Pizza Factory. Sounds like
an exciting local event. We donated
$250 in support of our LHS band stu-
dents.

“The earth laughs in flowers.”
... Ralph Waldo Emerson

www.RanchosKiwanis.com




California farmers are facing unprecedented
challenges. Decisions made by officials at all lev-
els can have severe consequences for us all. The
California United Water Coalition is working
hard on behalf of its members. It is especially im-
portant for growers who are interested in the fu-
ture of the industry to band together immediately.

For those interested in the latest on coalition
activity, please join us at our regular morning cof-
fee meetings at IHOP restaurant at 2201 W.
Cleveland Ave. in Madera. Our meetings start at
7 a.m. on Wednesday mornings. These meetings
are open to community members.

PLEASE STAY UP TO DATE ON THE EXCITING
ACTIVITIES THE COALITION IS ENGAGED IN
FOR THE BENEFIT OF ITS MEMBERS.
INCLUDED ARE SECURING A WATER SVUPPLY

FOR OUR MEMBERS, STOPPING GOVERNMENT

OVERREACH, AND PROVIDING PROTECTION

FOR THE COUNTY'S NRUMBER ONE INDUSTRY.

CALIFORNIA URNITED WATER COALITION
PO BOX 25453 FRESNO, CA 93729
559-476-2666
WWW.CAURITEDWATERCOAITION.COM
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with killing someone got a ticket or were in
another collision — or both — after their
fatal crash. That’s about 15 percent of the
drivers for whom CalMatters got their
DMV reports. While the reports don’t indi-
cate whether a driver was at fault in a crash,
the records do suggest many drivers con-
tinue to drive dangerously even after killing
someone on the road.

A commercial driver drove his semi-
truck on the wrong side of the road into on-
coming traffic, killing a motorcyclist in
Kern County in 2021. Less than a year later,
he still had a valid license when he barreled
his semi into slow-moving traffic, hitting
four vehicles and killing a woman in Fresno
County, records show. Another man, sen-
tenced to nine years in prison for killing
two women while driving drunk, got his
privileges restored by the DMV after being
paroled, only to drive high on meth in
Riverside and weave head-on into another
car, killing a woman.

Hundreds of drivers have vehicular
manslaughter or related convictions that
don’t appear in DMV records. The appar-
ent error means some drivers who should
have had their driving privileges suspended
instead show up in DMV records as having
a valid license.

Between March 2017 and March 2022,
Trevor Cook received two citations for run-
ning red lights, got two speeding tickets and
was deemed responsible for two collisions,
including one in which someone was in-
jured, court records show. Cook still had a
valid license on April 14, 2022, a month
after his last speeding ticket, when he blew
through a Yolo County stop sign at more
than 100 mph, killing Prajal Bista as Bista
passed through the intersection on his way
to work after dinner and a movie with his
wife, according to details of the crash that
prosecutors included in court filings. Bista
was driving the speed limit and on track to
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make it to work 30 minutes early. On
March 28, 2024, Cook pleaded no contest
to felony vehicular manslaughter.

The manslaughter conviction — like
hundreds of others CalMatters found —
isn’t listed on Cook’s driving record. The
DMV issued Cook his current driver’s li-
cense just a month after the conviction,
agency records show. Less than two weeks
after that, he got a ticket for disobeying a
traffic signal.

“It’s stunning to me that eight months
later his license is still showing as valid and
the conviction for killing someone while
driving is not reflected in his driving
record,” said Melinda Aiello, chief deputy
district attorney in Yolo County. “You
killed somebody. 1’d think there might be
some license implications.”

The DMV denied CalMatters’ request
to discuss its findings with Director Steve
Gordon. Gordon instead issued a brief state-
ment: “The modernization of our systems,
including the launch of the Driver Safety
Portal, reflects our ongoing commitment to
enhancing accountability and transparency
while continually refining our processes to
ensure California’s roads are safer for
everyone.”

Chris Orrock, a DMV spokesperson,
said the agency follows the law when issu-
ing licenses. “We use our authority as man-
dated and as necessary,” he said.

Orrock said the DMV couldn’t com-
ment on individual drivers, but he and
agency officials did explain what happens
after a deadly collision, a process that’s sep-
arate from any statutorily required suspen-
sions following a conviction. When law
enforcement reports a fatal crash, the
agency’s driver safety branch flags all driv-
ers who might be at fault. It then looks into
the collision and decides whether the
agency should suspend those motorists’
driving privileges. If the driver contests the

Please see DMV on P. 4
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action, there’s a hearing that could include
witness testimony. Suspensions are open-
ended. Drivers need to ask for their license
back, and agency personnel decide whether
the suspension should end or continue.
These discretionary suspensions typically
last for about a year.

And while officials said the DMV can
continue a suspension if they think a driver
poses a danger, Orrock said they need to

give drivers an opportunity to get their li-
cense back. He said there’s no process in
the state “to permanently revoke a license.”

This is the first story in a series by Cal-
Matters about how California lets danger-
ous drivers stay on the road. Court research
was done by Robert Lewis, Lauren Hepler,
Anat Rubin, Sergio Olmos, Cayla Mi-
halovich, Ese Olumhense, Ko Bragg, An-
drew Donohue and Jenna Peterson. This
article originally appeared in CalMat-
ters.org.
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Click on ““Local News’ at
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By Hannah Nelson

The recent announcement that
Cynthia Erivo, a queer woman, will
portray Jesus Christ in a new produc-
tion of Jesus Christ Superstar is yet an-
other example of how Christian faith is
treated as a costume—something to be
altered, mocked, or reimagined to fit
the latest cultural trends. This casting
decision follows a broader pattern in
which sacred traditions and deeply
held beliefs are reduced to theatrical

“My Faith is Not a Costume”

whims. When faith is turned into a cos-
tume—something to be worn and dis-
carded at will—it is no longer treated
as sacred.

Christianity is not a backdrop for
political statements. It is not a theater
production. It is not a canvas for rewrit-
ing biblical truth. The life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ are the foun-
dation of salvation, not an open-ended
script to be edited by modern activists.
The Son of God is not a role to be filled
by the latest social justice icon.

ence they deserve.

For centuries,
Christianity  has
been the target of

look like?

statements, de- Faithful
tached from the Christians  have
truth and rever- .. will we allow the world to the right to be

dictate what our faith should

outraged by this.
It is not “bigotry”
to insist that sa-
cred truths remain

mockery in enter-

sacred. The world

tainment, but in recent years, the ir-
reverence has intensified. This
decision to cast a woman as Christ, the
Son of God, is not an artistic interpre-
tation—it is a deliberate statement
meant to reshape faith into something
unrecognizable. Jesus was not an ab-
stract symbol; He was a real man, born
into a specific time and place;
tochange that fundamental truth for the
sake of “progress” is to strip away the
reality of His divine mission.

The Christian identity is being re-
constructed into something fluid,
something malleable, something that
can be changed depending on cultural

THE

RAY GUN

SHOOTING STRAIGHT
TO THE HEART

“EVERY DOLLAR THE
GOVERNMENT
SPENDS COMES
OUT OF YOUR
POCKETS. EVERY
DOLLAR THE
GOVERNMENT
GIVES TO
SOMEONE HAS TO
FIRST BE TAKEN
AWAY FROM
SOMEONE ELSE.”

RONALD REAGAN

SAYING MORE IN ONE QUOTE
THAN OTHERS SAY IN A LIFETIME

would never tolerate this level of dis-
tortion with any other faith. It is only
Christianity that is repeatedly rewrit-
ten, remixed, and repurposed to serve
whatever agenda is most fashionable.

From the earliest days, the Church
shaped civilization—establishing hos-
pitals, universities, and the founda-
tions of law and morality. It was the
Church that stood against tyranny, de-
fended the dignity of life, and brought
order to chaos. Much of the Church
has grown comfortable and silent, un-
willing to engage in so-called “politi-
cal” issues. Meanwhile, the world has
not stopped pushing its agenda. It has
redefined marriage, stripped away the
value of life, and now seeks to reshape
the very identity of Christ Himself.
This is not a coincidence—it is a de-
liberate attack on the truth, because
Christianity holds power. A Church
that stands firm in biblical truth is a
Church that changes nations. But a
Church that cowers in fear, unwilling
to offend, becomes nothing more than
a relic—powerless and ignored. The
reality is this: Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday, today, and forever (He-
brews 13:8).

The Church was never meant to be
passive. It was meant to be the salt and
light of the earth, preserving truth and
shining in the darkness. And now, as
culture seeks to turn faith into a mock-
ery, believers must decide: will we
stand firm as the early Church did, or
will we allow the world to dictate what
our faith should look like?

Courtesy of AmericanFaith.com.
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There’s Always the Absence

You might think that writing about
my mom would get easier with each
passing year; that the memories would
bring joy without tears because | had
somehow gotten used to her absence. If
you are part of the same sad club, you
know you never really get used to it. |
have just learned to deal with the gaping
hole her passing left in my life. It will al-
ways be difficult to write about her, es-
pecially this time of year that’s dedicated
to the power and magic that is mother-
hood, but | do it because it’s one of the
ways | can honor who she was and how
she always took care of me.

It’s not that it’s hard to come up with
stories that highlight how remarkable my
mom was. She was a loving mother, a
doting wife and a caring friend. She was
also funny, lighthearted and warm. Peo-
ple absolutely loved her. All my life my
friends would want to come to my house
because we had the good snacks and my
mom. | would wake up after a sleepover
to find my friends chatting with my mom
at the kitchen table. To say | found that
annoying is an understatement, but as an

opening a can of vegetables and mixing
some boxed potatoes. This isn’t a com-
plaint, she took good care of us, she just
wasn’t a cook. | was taught the basics of
how to cook by her mother and sister,
then | took to the internet and started
learning different recipes. Mom was im-
pressed well- beyond what my kitchen
skills deserved, and she loved it when |
cooked for her. When I make her favorite
foods, | imagine her sitting next to me
making her overly theatrical yummy
noises so | knew she was loving it.
Sometimes | just curl up with a bowl
of popcorn and a glass of cold milk (I

adult 1 can ab-

know how that

solutely see what
all the fuss was
about. Her very
nature was so in-
toxicating it had
the ability to draw
in everyone, even
surly teenagers.
As Mother's
Day approaches, |
often celebrate her
memory by doing

Day!

For those of you who still have
your mom here on earth, cherish
the time you have. For those of you
who, like me, had to say goodbye
for now, make sure to take time to
celebrate her and everything you
shared together. Happy Mother’s Just let myself cry.

sounds but that’s a
Brenda movie
night staple, and
it’s fabulous!) and
watch one of our
favorite sad
movies, Steel
Magnolias, and

I cry for the char-
acters, | cry for the
memories, | cry for

things she loved. |

my loss, then |

listen to her favorite music like Reba
McEntire and the Temptations. Saturdays
in my childhood home were filled with
the smells of Pine-Sol and the sounds of
Motown and classic 80s Country. | would
wake up and hear Mom singing while she
scoured every nook and cranny of the
home she already kept ridiculously clean.

Sometimes | make one of her fa-
vorite meals. Whenever she would come
out and visit me in California, there were
a few specific meals she would always
request. Most commonly she asked for
beef stroganoff, or parmesan chicken, or
wedge salads with a balsamic glaze. My
mom made sure we ate well. A hot meal
was on the table every evening by the
time dad came home, just like Donna and
June. However, and | mean this with
love, mom wasn’t a cook. She made the
same recipes that generally involved bak-
ing some meat, occasionally frying it, and

laugh because | used to make fun of my
mom for crying so easy. That woman
cried at everything. She would even cry
at commercials that weren’t even sad. It
was just a regular commercial but some-
thing about it hit her sentimental button
and suddenly there she was snotting up
the place because she had a heart bigger
and more open than anyone I’ve ever
met. | would laugh and tell her she was
being a baby. She would roll her eyes and
call me “the Tinman.” | miss that. The
amusing part is that now that she’s gone,
I cry all the dang time. Then I laugh as |
imagine her giving me her best Cheshire
cat grin and saying something like,
“who’s the baby now?”

I’m filled with gratitude for the
countless ways she shaped my life. She
taught me how to have compassion for

Please see GEN WHY onP. 7
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people. My mom was filled with so much
love and empathy for her fellow humans
that it was practically pouring out of her.
She was a natural born mother. She moth-
ered anyone who would let her, and even
those who didn’t. She was a surrogate
mom to some of my friends, a couple of
my cousins, and even a surrogate grand-
mother to many of the kids in her neigh-
borhood. If you want to know what
nurturing is, you need only look at how she
treated everyone around her. When she
loved you, you could feel it in the deepest
parts of your soul.

| don’t need to do anything special to

4/25
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honor my mom, but these little acts of trib-
ute allow me to feel connected to her even
in her absence. In these moments, | am re-
minded that though she may not be physi-
cally here, the essence of who she was lives
on through me and the memories we
shared. For me, Mother’s Day is partly a
day of mourning as the grief takes hold, but
it’s also a day to celebrate the extraordi-
nary woman who continues to inspire and
guide me every day of my life.

For those of you who still have your
mom here on earth, cherish the time you
have. For those of you who, like me, had
to say goodbye for now, make sure to take
time to celebrate her and everything you
shared together. Happy Mother’s Day!
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Corpse Hunting

One of my long-term clients
jokes that | know where all the
bodies are buried. | assure you,
there are no dead bodies at her
house, but there may be a
corpse or two. A corpse can be
defined as “the remains of
something discarded or de-
funct.”

Most corpses are stored in
the garage, the attic, cabinets
or cardboard boxes. Some in
plain sight and you don’t real-
ize you’'re stepping over them
to get to your car. Sometimes
there’s decay as well.

Before our move, we un-
earthed some corpses of our
own that were dispersed or dis-
carded. I don’t miss a thing.

Spring is corpse-hunting
season. You don’t want to be
searching your garage when it’s
100 degrees. Schedule a date
soon and use these timely tips
to unearth and disperse your
corpses.

Carboard boxes - If you
want to collect dust and bugs,
keep the boxes. If not, let them
go. Those big empty TV boxes
and stack of Amazon boxes you
thought you “might need some-
day” are taking up space that
can easily be reclaimed. Empty
boxes aren’t hard to come by if
you need some in the future.
Slice and recycle.

Once the empties are dis-
carded, sort through the card-
board boxes of stuff that came
out of the house “to be dealt
with later.” Most will qualify
as corpses, defunct and ready
to be discarded or donated. If
there’s something of value and
use to you, resurrect it to a new
home in a garage bin or closet
in the house, depending on

where it’s used.

Boxes of old papers and tax
documents are also a haven for
bugs and dust. Email a request
for a paper retention guide to
info@organizedbychoice.com
and then fearlessly determine
what is ready for shred and re-
cycle. Transfer important paper
archives to plastic file boxes.

Paint cans - Inspect each
can. If it’s bulging, the lid’s
puffed up, or it has a rubbery
film on top of the paint, it’s
probably bad. For disposal in-
formation go to
search.earth911.com.

To keep paint fresh and us-
able, store in an airtight con-
tainer at room temperature. You
can purchase containers at
home improvement stores or on
Amazon. If it’s just for touch
ups, a small container will do.
Label it with the color, date
and where the paint was used.
Move it inside.

Camping Gear — If you were
avid campers, but transitioned
to an RV, Airbnb, or bought a
little cabin in the woods, your
camping gear is now defunct to
you. Revive it, clean it up and
pass it along to someone who
will make new memories with it.

Exercise and Sports Equip-
ment — What are you and your
family currently using? Once
you set those things aside,
you’re bound to find some
corpses. Share the wealth.
Bikes the kids grew out of. Ex-
ercise equipment that never
passed the good intention stage.
Cleats, bats and gloves that are
gathering dust.

Tools and yard supplies -
Have you put off projects be-
cause you can’t find the tools
you need? Too many corpses
stifle production, cluttering
your work and supply areas. Let
go of the old power and hand
tools you replaced long ago.
Check to see if you have dupli-
cate sets or items that can serve
more than one purpose. Keep
what is actively serving you
and let go of the rest.

A great place to donate your
usable garage items is The ReStore
(www.HabitatFresno.org). They
get a second chance for life in
the hands of someone who
needs them.
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Strawwwwberries!

(April 2015)

Editor’s Note: With the
passing of Aunt Jean, |
have decided to bring you a
“Best Of” of her recipes
over the past 10 years.
Good recipes are timeless
and | hope you enjoy them
all over again.

What is your favorite sign of
spring? Tulips and Crocus popping
up out of the ground? AIll the
beautiful trees blossoming? The
wildflowers on the side of the
road? April showers? Although |
love the signs of spring | just men-
tioned, there is one thing | look
forward to in spring and that is the
strawberry stands going up in the
strawberry fields. When we see
them, we know it is strawberry
season.

According to a list of 25 low
carb fruits, strawberries are second
to lowest, only behind watermelon
(believe it or not). Strawberries
have 6.5g of carbs per half cup
sliced serving and watermelon has
5.5¢. Strawberries have lots of vi-
tamins and minerals, so eat up.

Strawberries can be fixed so
many different ways, and always
good. There is strawberry pie or
“pizza,” strawberry shortcake -
those of you that went to the Crab
Feed, how about that shortcake
we had for dessert? (Ollie told me
the cake part was muffins). There
are strawberry waffles, and last,
but by no means least, strawberry
jam.

My neice Vicki’s late
Grandma Henderson made
strawberry freezer jam and |
was the benefactor of a jar or
two from time to time. Deli-
cious! I understand great niece
Lauren has been moaning the
fact that she misses Grandma’s
jam. Well dear, now is the time
to learn how to make it and
continue your Grandma’s tradi-
tion. I went through my Mom’s
recipe cards and found a recipe
(not sure if it is the same one
Grandma Henderson made, but
it will work). So in memory of
Grandma Henderson here is my
Mom’s recipe:

Quick No-Cook

Fresh Fruit Jam

'@é Jean Briner

2 qts. Ripe Strawberries

Y2 C Lemon Juice

1 pkg. (2 0z) Jam and Jelly
Pectin

1 C Karo Light Corn Syrup

4% C Sugar

Fully crush fruit. It should
measure 3% C. In a 4 gqt. bowl stir
together the fruit and lemon juice.
Slowly add pectin, stirring vigor-
ously. Set aside 30 minutes, stir-
ring occasionally. Add corn syrup,
mix well. Gradually stir in sugar
until dissolved. Ladle into clean %
pt. jars or freezer containers leav-
ing ¥%” headspace. Cover tightly.
Jams in use should be kept in re-
frigerator up to three weeks or
stored in freezer for up to one
year. Makes seven containers. This
recipe can be used with peaches or
nectarines — using 2% pounds ripe
fruit in the place of the strawber-
ries.

We get a newsletter here in the
park | live and there is usually a
recipe someone has donated. |
guess someone was thinking along
the same lines | was because in the
April newsletter the following
recipe was in it. I haven’t made it,
but it sounds good.

Special Strawberry Salad

% C sugar

1 8 0z. pkg. Cream Cheese -
room temp.

1 C Chopped Nuts

2 Bananas - sliced

1 Large Can Crushed Pineap-
ple — drained

1 10 oz.
Strawberries

1 Large Carton Cool Whip

If fresh strawberries are used,
clean and slice and set aside. Mix
sugar and cream cheese with elec-
tric mixer. Fold in nuts, drained
pineapple, strawberries and Cool
Whip. Refrigerate until ready to
serve.

If you want to make a straw-
berry pizza, you really don’t have
to have a pizza pan. If you don’t
have a pizza pan you can use any-
thing you have on hand. The last
one | made, | used a deep dish

-

Frozen or Fresh

glass pie plate, but you can use
anything. Use your ingenuity and
your imagination. If you want to
impress company coming, make it
in a spring form pan and when
ready to serve, put it on a pretty
cake plate and pipe some whipping
cream around the bottom.

| used a pie crust recipe, using
butter and adding a little sugar, but
here again you can use your fa-
vorite crust. | went on line to see
what was used, and believe me,
just about anything can be used.
There were recipes using Bisquick,
sugar cookie recipe, or even one
recipe used a package of ready to
bake sugar cookies. But the one |
like the best was the one used for
Republican Dessert.

Strawberry Pizza

1 C Flour

1 Stick Butter-softened

Y% C Chopped Nuts (optional)

2 T Powdered Sugar (op-
tional)

Mix together like pie dough.
Press into pan with fingers and
bake 10 minutes in 350 oven. Let

cool before putting on second layer.

Second Layer:

1 Pkg. (8 0z) Cream Cheese -
softened

Y% C Powdered Sugar

2 C Sliced Strawberries

In a mixing bowl, beat cream
cheese and powdered sugar until
smooth. Spread on cooled crust.
Arrange sliced berries on top.

Top Layer:

1 C Sugar

Y C Cornstarch

2 C Crushed Strawberries

In a large saucepan, combine
sugar, cornstarch and crushed
berries. Bring to boil, cook and stir
for 2 minutes or until thickened.
Cool slightly. Spoon over strawber-

ries. Refrigerate until ready to
serve.

Well, that does it for this
month. | still like to hear from

you about the things you’ve made
from the recipes here, or just to
get your comments. Call me at
the office, or e-mail me at the
paper. But most of all thanks for
reading.
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TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-
surance (or eliminate it completely).
You can't afford to wait any longer,

so contact the professionals
today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730 e
| spis551sY 36691 Avenue 12 + Madera Ranchos

Fresno 447-5815

Click on ““Local News’ at
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Senior Report

Excitement Builds for Flatlander’s Day

By Melanie Williams

Every May, as the warmth
of spring settles over the
Central Valley, excitement
builds in the weeks leading
up to the Flatlander’s Day
Parade in the Madera Ran-
chos. Flatlander’s Day is
Saturday, May 17.

It’s a day of celebration
and community spirit with
lots of fun activities. The
Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce is sponsoring the
event with support from the
Southeast Madera County
business owners. The parade
will feature a colorful
array of floats created
by local businesses,
schools and community

organizations. Each
float will tell its own
unique story, con-

tributing to the festive
atmosphere that de-
fines the event. |In

itself, proudly repre-
senting their schools, team
sports and community clubs.
Local volunteers, event
organizers, and community
leaders spend months behind
the scenes organizing every-
thing from the parade route
to the activities that follow.
Volunteers help with ensur-
ing that everything runs
smoothly on the day of the
event. One of the keys to the
parade’s success is commu-
nity involvement. Last year,
our own Ranchos/Hills Sen-
ior Center member, Jan
Williams, was driving his
baby blue Jaguar drop head
coup convertible, escorting
the parade’s Grand Marshall.
In addition to the parade
itself, the day will also fea-
ture food vendors and craft
booths. It’s the perfect op-
portunity to grab a bite to
eat, shop for local goods, or
just relax with family and
friends while soaking in the
atmosphere. You won’t want

Ranchos/Hills Center member Jan
fact, many local peo- Williams in his baby blue Jaguar drop
ple will be participat- head coup convertible that shuttled last
ing in the parade Year’s parade Grand Marshal.

to miss out on this cherished
community event.

The Monthly Sale at the
Ranchos/Hills Senior Center
is on Saturday, May 3, from
8 a.m. to noon. We had a
great response from the com-
munity at our Home and Gar-
den Festival in April and
many people came to enjoy
the beautiful outdoor
weather and sunshine. We
had a variety of craft items
and vendors this year.

The Senior Center appre-
ciated the volunteer support
of the Boy Scout Troop 118
for their participation in set-

ting up, breaking down,
helping vendors and volun-
teers during the festival. We
had many wonderful dona-
tions for our silent auction
and gift baskets. Thank you
to all the Ranchos commu-
nity businesses for your gen-
erous donations to the silent
auction to support our local
Senior Center. Local seniors
are invited to come and join
us for the May Day Potluck
and Outdoor Game Night at
the Ranchos/Hills Senior
Center on Thursday, May 8
at 6 p.m. We have planned a
great night of good food and
outdoor games, including
Ping Pong and Corn Hole. If
you are interested, please
call 559-645-4864 for more
information.

The May Day Potluck is a
great opportunity for seniors
to get to know other local
seniors and have a night of

Please see SENIORS on P. 12
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And YOU VE Got Choices!

Mike Fursman Nathan Nguyen

nefpredenting nepredenting
Golden Valley Liberty High School
Chamber of Commerce Class of 2026

Austin G;'aham Carlos Zarate

nefpresenting nefpresenting
Liberty High School Liberty High School
Class of 2027 Class of 2028

"Why should I jointhe
Chawmber of Comumerce?"

1. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
carries the reputation of being a leader of business in-
tegrity in the Ranchos and my affiliation lends my busi-
ness credibility.

2. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce is
a close-knit organization in which members support each
other’s businesses.

3. Because | feel a sense of personal obligation to im-
prove the quality of life in the Ranchos.

- NO ENTRY FEE  PARADE ENTRANTS « NO ENTRY FEE ¢
2025 Flatlander’s Day

Parade Day: Saturday, May 17, 2025
Group Individual L Business L[]

Group or Business Name

4/25

ATNO LNO d3ANYH SAYMYIAID "'SHOLVYLO3dS OL NMOdHL 38 NI ONIHLON A13LN10SaY

Individual Entry or
Responsible Person’s Name

Phone:

Address:

Theme of Entry:

Will youngsters walk with the entry? O Yes O No
Approx. number of participants Approx. length____ ft.

Entry Category (select ONE most closely suiting your entry)

O Horses (Single) OHorses (Group) Explain:
O Band/Music Name:

O Floats Name:

O Children’s Group’s Name:
O Dance Group’s Name:
O Single Entry (Children) Name:
O Single Entry (Adult) Name:
O Vehicle Type:
O Novelty Name:
O Addtional information:

Parade begins at 10 a.m. sharp! ¢ Registration of entries
begins at 8:30 a.m. « Parade route: Road 36 between
Ardath to Ave. 12 in front of Liberty High
The undersigned entrant and all participants agree to abide by all
parade rules, follow the directions of parade officials and agree to
release parade officials from any and all
responsibility from loss, damage and/or injury to any
person or property as a result of participation in the parade.

Signature: Date:
Bring, fax or mail this form by May 6 to: Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
37167 Ave. 12 Ste. 5C « Madera, CA 93636 « Fax 645-4002 « Call 645-4001

Flatlanders is sponsored by the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce.

YOU MUST TURN IN THIS FORM TO BE IN THE PARADE :
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The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would
love to see you at our next meeting on Wednesday,
May 14 at 6 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C in the
Maywood Center. Call 645-4001 for more info.

Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce mem-
ber The UPS Store is having a GRAND
OPENING on Friday, May 2 at 4 p.m. They
are at Avenue 12 and Highway 41.

Prizes! Food! Goodie Bags!

Click on ““Local News™ at
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good food and fun activities.
Terry Killingsworth is leading
our members of the appropri-
ately named Ranchos/Hills
Basket Cases in designing and
weaving Indian pine needle
baskets. There is still time to
join the other “Basket Cases”
and learn beginning basket
weaving techniques together.
We meet on the last Tuesday

of each month. More class
meetings might be added to
the calendar in the future.

Terry is also willing to meet
with people individually for
help with technique and infor-
mation about supplies. She is
very generous with her time
and talent to support us with
the basket weaving class. Our
next classes are Tuesday,
April 29 and Tuesday, May 27
from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. at the
Senior Center.

Odd Fellows Breakfast is
on Sunday, May 18 from 7:30
a.m. to 11 a.m. They support
many local charities in
Madera County with this min-

istry.

Brown Bag Day is Wednes-
day, May 21. Pick up your
Brown Bag at the
Ranchos/Hills Senior Center
from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Participants must register
with the Madera County Food
Bank before picking up a
Brown Bag. The Senior Center
has applications for Brown
Bag Day at the front desk.

If you are new to the Sen-
ior Center, please come by
and pick up our monthly cal-
endar filled with information
about each activity and event.
The Ranchos/Hills Senior
Center will be closed for the
observance of Memorial Day
on Monday, May 26.

Happy Memorial Day from
the members of the Ran-
chos/Hills Senior Center.

Mental Health
Awareness Month: “Vulnera-
bility sounds like truth and
feels like courage. Truth and

May is

courage aren’t always com-
fortable, but they’re never
weakness.” — Brene Brown

4/25

Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.
We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

call Juan and Maria at

551.-268-6650

6700 E. Central Ave. ¢ Fresno « www.sagorey.com

4/25

let us get your trees ready
for the changing seasons!

Real Estate

“Real estate is

my life! I make
dyom' real estate

eams a reality.”

MARIA FOTOPOULOS

E | ‘ 559-250-6740 « mfotorealtor@gmail.com
il Integrity, Dedication, Results

yaR T

/

4/25
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REALTOR

www.homesmartpva.com/mfoto * DRE #01454566
“Put my experience, knowledge, service and professionalism to work for you.”
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=
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Click on ““Local News™ at
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WE’RE ON THRE WEHEB!

Visit the Ranchos Independent’s own Website and get fully
downloadable back issues of the Ranchos Independent
(beginning with April 2006)

www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com

www.The Ranchos.com
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Bridging Gaps & Building
Futures: Ranchos Library Ex-
pands Resources for Home-
schooling in the Community

In our tight-knit community, the li-
brary has always been more than a place
to borrow books; it's been a hub for
growth, connection and opportunity. As
we evolve to meet the diverse needs of
our residents, we at SEMCU - in collab-
oration with the Ranchos Library — are
excited that the library is creating a new
program. It is a home study curriculum
for those who are eager to learn empow-
erment through education and it is called
Help Us Create a Homeschool Hideaway
at the Ranchos Library. There is a QR
Code below that allows you to fill out a
short survey that will help the library fine-
tune the program.

The APP will explain the Home-
school Hideaway at the Ranchos Library
program by gathering information for the
program. The goal of the program is to
find a way to provide access to curricu-
lum materials, physical resources and ad-
ditional materials that will enhance the
homeschool experience and increase ac-
cessibility for all of Southeast Madera
County. This will be a collection that re-
mains at the library with dedicated space,
allowing the students to learn and grow.
Information collected in the survey will
help curate the wants of the community
into one space, allowing us to work to-
gether to develop just what is needed to
support homeschool.

The home study curriculum is de-
signed for students Pre-K/TK through 12,
seeking flexible learning solutions.
Whether you're a busy parent, someone
returning to education, or simply curious
to expand your knowledge, this program
offers a pathway to personal develop-
ment.

When a community comes together,
it can achieve much by simply spreading
the word. Your support can make all the
difference. Together, we can create a
more inclusive and enriched community.
Visit the Library today to learn more or to
offer your support. Let’s turn the page to
a brighter future for everyone.

SEMCU has always helped the com-
munity with its many needs. SEMCU has
donated visual equipment to the library
for projections, Zoom presentations and
meetings. For the Library’s new Home-
school project, SEMCU will always be
there to volunteer its support.

Along with others, SEMCU is a non-
profit organization that represents the in-
terests of the residents, property owners
and businesses in Southeastern Madera
County. Its concerns, among other issues,
are our community, safety, water, traffic,
schools, future parks and energy. We in-
vite community members to join SEMCU
as board members to help shape the
Southeast Madera County area and help
make a difference for our families and
youngsters. Together, we can build a
stronger, more vibrant community.
SEMCU meets once per month for about
an hour at the Madera Ranchos Library at
37398 Berkshire Dr. in the Ranchos, or
you may join us online to virtually partic-
ipate. To join online, go to
www.semcu.org for a link and simple in-
structions. Or if you prefer, you can call
in on your cellphone at 669-900-6833
then enter the 1D# 83632424343 followed
with the access code 85422. Our next
meeting is on Tuesday, May 20 at 6 p.m.
at the Ranchos Library. Make your voice
heard.

SEMCU is “By the Community
for the Community”
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SPREAD THE NEWSY| —Super Crossword—

Have friends or family " N 1
who love the !
Independent but live
outside the area? Are
you moving but you

still want to keep in touch
with what’s happening in
Southeast Madera County?
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Click on ““Local News’ at
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Business Directory « Business Directory « Business Directory « Business Directory

Unlimited
-_._,_Concrete

Lic. #1042108

DRJL’EWAYS-S!EWALKS»COMMERCJAL-RES!DENTML
Jose Lope=
559-779-0401

tMuke's Countrydlpper ;

H'Al izcu-rs

]S“I &S

L---------__—-‘—

= Semors Thursdla ys | ONL Y S 1 3‘

AVE.« 1 2 #1 o4

37184
-(b_ghmcf Pizza Factory) |

Now Is The Time To
Shed Those

Unwanted Pounds!

DIET
WORLD
MEDICAL

Lose Weight NOW!

/" PUMP SYSTEMS

674-1663

same day sernvice

TIRED OF PAYING FOR
FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements
vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce
the cost of flood
insurance (or

eliminate it
completely).

Lic. #PLS 5815
Michael Sutherland
=\ & Associates, Inc.

645-4730 * Fresno 447-5815

CONCRETE?

Architectural Hardscapes
&1 Residential»Commercial
Flace & Finish Services
Site-WorkCurbs
Sidewalks*Foundations
Retaining Walls+Patios
Driveways+*Demo+Grading

QUALITY EXTERIORS, INC.

Contractor Lic. #996620
Bonded & Insured

ENGINEERING I

A solid foundafion for your next project
l Land Surveying * Civil Engineering * Consulting

! INVEST IN YOUR

: EXISTING PROPERTY! :
I For a free consultation, visit !
I our Madera Ranchos office! 1

I |
1 10878 HWY 41 « 559-645-4849
I www.bedrockeng.com i

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS
All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders

Sales & Leasing

11822-4500

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos
www.jhsanders.com

Real Estate & Mortgage Professionals

I\ Adrian Gutierrez
599-363-4968

www.sellingfresnorealestate.com

PERSONAL
TOUCH

Lic. # B0O008113

Landscaping & Gardening Services

Yard cleanups & hauling + Weed control
Lawn & garden service « Maintenance

UBBA’'S

WATER TRUCK SERVICE

7" Holding Tanks
[ Swimming Pools |

Potable Water

Dust Control
mu,559-7 18-3554 r:gre :%cir?;ggrggr?gggﬁ Covering 7 Call Gina * Locally Owned
ae CLEPIAETL) | 550 6451302 | [y caivag Anayaur | (loinanacgs Pass B0l | 2512514 3514605 6454798
ree =stimates:| |www.ankqualityexteriors.com % 559.974-1357 BubbasWTS@yahoocom| | office  cell after5 pm,

MARION POOL
) t:m ICE O REPAIR
_ * Weekly Service
* Equipment
+ Supplies
* Residential
+ Drains - Upstarts « Commercial

SEMCU

“For the
community,

by the
community.”

559-363-9095

3rd Tuesday of the month ¢ 6 p.m.
37398 Berkshire Dr. « Ranchos Library

VALLEY PROPANE
pricee gou can affornd.
645-5324
The ONLY
locally owned

propane company
in the Ranchos

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL

SAND & GRAVEL+ CRUSHED ROCK
FILL DIRT*TOP SOIL*HUMUS*BARK
CHIPS*RIVER ROCK*BASE ROCK
ROCK DUST*COBBLESTONES
DRIVEWAY BASE
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP

TRUCKING

559-479-4113

CA #441782-www.chadstrucking.com

Aleman’s'Painting

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

BONDED & coustical Removal

INSURED

Color Matching

Get Involved!

645-4001

2nd Wed. of the month « 6:30 p.m.
37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

F1l Psr DE joily U

SUNDAYS! 16:30 AM

959-481-6875

37193 Ave. 12 #3H

Madera Ranchos
LIVE ONLINE AT 10:30 AM
WWW.FLIPSIDE.CHURCH

info@acts176.com
SEE YOU SUNDAVY!

“We've got your back”

D.O.T. Physicals * Drug Testing
Spoﬂs Physicals only $35!

EIANEY
/ HIROPRACTIC
thabilifofion cenftr

660-5262

36754 AVE. 12 - Madera Ranchos

mawm mf«e Wood Stems
Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts

569-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

www.The Ranchos.com

(559) 645-0634

The Independent
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Classified

Auto Painting

Peeling paint? Fading paint? Mar-
tinez Auto Body Repairs offers ex-
pert services at fair prices. FREE
ESTIMATES. Call 559-871-8967
and love your car again!

Caregiver Wanted

Caregiver Wanted — Seeking care-
giver with bedside care experience
for 2-3 hour shifts for care receivers
in the Ranchos. $17/hr. Call 559-
500-3070 to apply.

Carpet/Aggregate Cleaning

Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Epoxy/aggregate
specialist too. Call Bruce today for
a free estimate. 559-676-0760.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove in-
serts, pellet stoves and fireplaces.
Also clean clothes dryer vents.

REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY,
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332.

Exterminator
CSI Exterminators - “

a pest, call the best!”
Call 559-293-1779.

If you’ve got
Free estimates.

Firewood

Firewood for sale - Seasoned Al-
mond firewood. Round or split.
Call 259-7122 or 645-5523.
Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor specializing

in both continuous and standard
rain gutters. General Contractor.

Repair Maintenance. 26 years
working in the area. Call 559-
908-0759.

GO FIGURE

123456789

©2025 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Housecleaning

Over 40 yars of experience -
References available - Lupe’s
House Cleaning, residential,
one-time service, move-
ins/move-outs, windows, con-
struction clean up.
LupePrado25@yahoo .com.
Call either of our LOCAL
numbers: 559-710-0692 or
650-771-2915.

Property Clean Up

Property clean up, landscape
maintenance and tree trimming
- FREE ESTIMATES. Profes-
sional and reliable. Call Eric at
559-903-3757.

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLING PICKUP - AmericanMade
Direct/Kids4recycling offers free
pickup of newspaper, shredded
paper, all household plastic, glass,
aluminum and tin cans (containers
DON’T need to be CRV). Metal
haul away and cleanups available
also! 80% return back to commu-
nity! Call Dianna at 559-999-
6832.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST-
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Ro-
totilling - Mowing - Scraping - Stump
Grinding. Call John at 908-1066.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows start at $5 and up
-- inside/out - Screen, track, sills.
Remove hard water stains on home
windows, shower doors and car win-
dows. Cobweb removal too. Fully
insured. Call Nick at 285-1723.

Free estimates.
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» Spring planting supplies are on sale now
in home-improvement stores, and here is a
handy and fun twine keeper that you can
make with your kids using two repurposed
clay flowerpots with drain holes. Choose a
size that can easily fit a ball of twine or thin
rope. Set the ball inside and invert one pot
on top of the other, threading the line through the drain hole of the top
pot. Secure with tape or even hot glue. Pull twine through the hole,
and the ball doesn't get tangled up.

* "If you have a poster that has been rolled up and you want to hang it
up, try rolling it the opposite way overnight. When you unroll it, there
will be less bumps and the edges won't curl so bad." -- R.L. in Idaho

* The best way to cool canned and bottled drinks down fast is in a mix
of ice and water. The water is a better conductor of the cool. Then
make your ice last longer and stay colder by sprinkling a little salt on
the ice/water mixture.

« "After too many mornings of rushing to find uniform pieces before
a game, we decided to get smart. Now, sports uniforms get hung up
with all accessories in the coat closet right after washing. They're ready
as soon as it's game night -- no looking under beds or in the back of
overstuffed teenager closets!" -- P.P. in Texas

* "To hold all my daughter's bobby pins, | mounted a plastic cup with
double-stick tape right to her vanity mirror. | used to vacuum them up
all the time, but now that she has a place to put them, it's better.” -- L.E.
in New Hampshire

Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip,
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) A seemingly stalled romantic situation could benefit from your reassurance
that you want this relationship to work. And if you do, use a tad more of your irresistible Arian charm!

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Going to new places and meeting new people appeals to both the
Taurean's romantic and practical side. After all, you never can tell where these new contacts will take
you, right?

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) A career-changing opportunity that didn't work out when you first
considered it could come up again. But this time, remember that you have more to offer and act accordingly.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) There could be some tensions in relationships -- domestic or workaday.
But a calm approach that doesn't raise anger levels and a frank discussion will soon resolve the
problem.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) It's a good idea to begin preparing for a career change that you've been
thinking about for a while. Start to sharpen your skills and expand your background to be ready when
it calls.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Bless the VIRGO skepticism that has kept you from falling into
traps that others seem to rush into. But you might want to give a new possibility the benefit of the doubt,
at least on a trial basis.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Traveling- and career-related energy is strong in your aspect.
Perhaps your job will take you to someplace exotic, or you might be setting up meetings with potential
clients or employers. Whatever it is, good luck!

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Someone might use deception to try to push you into making
a decision that you're not fully comfortable with. But your keen SCORPIO senses should keep you alert
to any such attempt.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Romance dominates this week when Cupid shafts the
Archer for a change. Positive things are also happening in the workplace. Expect important news to
arrive by the week's end.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Anyone trying to bully the Sea Goat -- whether it involves
a personal or professional matter -- will learn a painful lesson. Others will also benefit from the Goat's
strong example.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Congratulations! With things going the way they are, you
should be able to spare some time and take a break from your hectic schedule for some well-earned fun
and games.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Your sharp Piscean intuition should be able to uncover the true
agendas of those who might be trying to catch the Fish in one of their schemes.

Born this Week.

Your flair for innovative art and design Keeps you At least
A step ahead of most everyone else. YJou're a visionary!
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By Fifi Rodriguez

1. MOVIES: Which animated movie was the first
to be nominated for a Best Picture Academy
Award? 2. GEOGRAPHY:: Interior and exterior
film shots of Alnwick Castle in England are fea-
tured in the first two movies of 3. TELEVISION:
What was the last name of the family in the sit-
com "Married ... With Children"? 4. LITERA-
TURE: For which category is the Caldecott
Medal awarded? 5. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE:
Also known as a double eagle, what is the golf
term for scoring three under par on a hole? 6.
ANATOMY: What is the protein that carries
oxygen in the blood? 7. U.S. PRESIDENTS:
Which president was the first to name a woman
as a Cabinet member? 8. ANIMAL KINGDOM:
What is a baby toad called? 9. FOOD &
DRINK: Which fast-food chain's secret ingre-
dient is 11 herbs and spices? 10. ASTRON-

OMY: How many moons does Mars have?
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by Linda Thistle

The Independent
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