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FLATLANDERS DAY
CANCELLED

The Chamber of Commerce de-
cided at its February 2020 meeting to
cancel the annual Flatlanders Day Pa-
rade and Craft Fair scheduled for Satur-
day, May 9. Based on what other
communities were deciding in regard to
public events and the Covid-19 virus, the
vote to cancel was unanimous.

s America
struggles to
get through
the quarantine
that the

COVID-19 out-
break has produced,
President Trump
and Governor New-
som are both talk-
ing about the next
step, namely how
we get back to pre-
quarantine “nor-
mal.”

In a press con-
ference on April 16,
President Trump
said, “My adminis-
tration is issuing
new federal guide-
lines that will allow
governors to take a
phased and deliber-
ate approach to reopening their individual
states.” Notable was the President’s pro-
nouncement that the timetable for opening
up their respective states was solely the
states’ governors. Earlier he had stated that
he had “absolute authority” in determining
when restrictions would end or be eased,
but a multitude of constitutional experts
say the president has little constitutional
power to force state governments to
change laws and regulations that relate to
public health. It was largely state gover-
nors who instituted COVID-19 restric-
tions.

“Governors will be empowered to tai-
lor an approach that meets the diverse cir-
cumstances they have in their own states.
If they need to remain closed, we will
allow them to do that. And if they believe
it is time to reopen, we will provide them
the freedom and guidance to accomplish
that task and very, very quickly,” he said.

“Opening Up America Again” is a se-
ries of protocols that, if met, should allow
an eventual “return to normal” in America.
The protocols are presented in three phases
but the following “gating criteria” are rec-
ommended to be met first:

1. A downward trajectory of flu-like
illnesses, including COVID-19, within a
14-day reporting period.

2. A percent of total positive tests or
actual cases showing a downward trajec-
tory within a 14-day period.

3. Treatment for patients without cri-
sis care in hospitals and a thorough testing
program for healthcare workers. This will
include emerging antibody testing.

Once these three criteria have been
met, the “Opening Up America Again”
protocols can be followed.

Phase One states that vulnerable pop-
ulations should continue to self-quarantine
and continue to practice social distancing
outside the home. Further, Phase One
stresses no gathering in groups of more
than 10 people. Additionally, schools must
stay closed but restaurants and other gath-
ering places can open IF strict physical dis-
tancing is enforced.

Phase Two will allow gatherings of up
to 50 people and non-essential travel will
be OK. At this point, schools will be able
to reopen and restaurants will be able to
operate with moderate physical distancing.

The “New Normal” will be instituted
by Phase Three. It will consist of “normal
life” with a focus on hand-washing and
keeping as much reasonable space as pos-
sible between people outside of the home.
Participating in large groups is to be
avoided.

There are no specific timelines on any
of the phases. Their timing is being left to
the discretion of the individual states’ gov-
ernors.

Adjusting the Dimmer
Likening the transition from self-

quarantining to “normal” in California as
more of rolling a dimmer than flipping a
light switch, Governor Gavin Newsom
said at an Apr. 14 press conference, “This
cannot be a permanent state. These stay-
at-home orders have a profound impact on
the economy.”

Not unlike Trump’s plan, Newsom
stressed testing and slowing hospitaliza-
tion rates – Trump’s “downward trajec-
tory.” Noting the perceived success of the
“stay-at-home” directive from Sacramento
and its impact on the spread of the Corona
virus in California, Newsom wants to be

cautious before
turning the state’s
population back out
into the streets. Ul-
timately, Newsom
is hoping that on
the horizon in Cali-
fornia there is ei-
ther a vaccine or
wide-spread immu-
nity.

N e w s o m ’ s
plan is a six-step
approach that he
feels needs to be
met prior to reopen-
ing the state.

Testing, test-
ing and more test-
ing is step one of
Newsom’s plan.
Knowing what
you’re dealing with
is the first step of

trying to control it and protect communi-
ties. Second, turning an eye toward high-
risk groups, such as seniors and those with
underlying health issues, to see how infec-
tion can be prevented. Next, making sure
we aren’t caught in a situation like in New
York where there were hospitals and
health care systems unable to handle the
increase in cases because of inadequate
staffing, beds, ventilators and masks.

Fourthly, Newsom wants to expand
on the ability to develop “therapeutics” to
meet the demand. Therapeutics means
serving and caring for the patient in a com-
prehensive manner, preventing disease as
well as managing specific problems. Next,
he wants physical distancing guidelines
supported by businesses, schools and
child-care facilities. This will have to in-
clude these places providing supplies and
equipment to keep the public and employ-
ees safe.

Finally, Newsom wants to develop
necessary protocols that, if met, could lead
to a re-institution of our existing guide-
lines, if conditions warrant them.

When?
Both Trump and Newsom’s plans

share one major characteristic: No time-
line. People fed up with staying at home
and not going to work or out to dinner or to
church want to know when this is all going
to be over. The reality is, no one knows. It
all comes down to a giant game of risk
management with no elected official will-
ing to sign off on something that could re-
sult in the death of potentially countless
citizens. Unfortunately, the path that they
have signed off on has resulted in the death
of a thriving economy, societal connec-
tions and relationships.

A
By Congressman Tom McClintock

The accumulating death toll from
Covid-19 can be seen minute-by-minute on
cable news channels. But there’s another
death toll few seem to care much about: the
number of poverty-related deaths being set
in motion by deliberately plunging millions
of Americans into poverty and despair.

In the first three weeks since governors
began shutting down commerce in their
states, 17 million Americans filed for un-
employment, and according to one survey,
one quarter of Americans have lost their
jobs or watched their paychecks cut.
Goldman Sachs predicts that the economy
will shrink 34 percent in the second quar-
ter, with unemployment leaping to 15 per-
cent.

Until the Covid-19 economic shut-
down, the poverty rate in the United States
had dropped to its lowest in 17 years. What
does that mean for public health? A 2011
Columbia University study funded by the
National Institutes of Health estimated that
4.5 percent of all deaths in the United States
are related to poverty. Over the last four
years, 2.47 million Americans had been
lifted out of that condition, meaning 7,700
fewer poverty-related deaths each year.

It’s a good bet these gains have been
completely wiped out, and it’s anyone’s
guess how many tens of millions of Amer-
icans will have been pushed below the
poverty line as governments destroy their
livelihoods. It’s also a good bet the result-
ing deaths won’t get the same attention.

And that doesn’t count an unknown
number of Americans whose medical ap-
pointments have been postponed indefi-
nitely while hospitals keep beds open for
Covid-19 patients. How many of the 1.8
million new cancers each year in the United
States will go undetected for months be-
cause routine screenings and appointments
have been postponed? How many heart,

The Unseen
Death Toll

Please see TOLL on P. 17
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We are considered an essential business
We are a full-service automotive repair facility

Our operations have not changed •We are open daily and available
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GO
HAWKS!

Join us in supporting our
LIBERTY HIGH HAWKS

this season and all year long
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Letters

Dear Editor:
I appreciated Eryn B. Nyre's article

"Quarantine: A Diary" in last month's
issue. With all the turmoil of this pan-
demic, it was nice to have a good laugh.
With her humorous and detailed account
of her cat's behavior, I was totally sur-
prised when she revealed she doesn't have
one!

Cheers,
Brenda McElroy
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:
Hi. My name is Lyda and my number

is XXX-XXX-XXXX and I really resent
the Bernie Sanders political cartoon where
it says “Make Cuba great again.” I am a
registered Republican, but I even find that
offensive. That is not accurate and you
guys are making yourselves not worth
looking at.
Lyda
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:
The following letter was sent to Gov-

ernor Newsom and all California legisla-
tors.

Dear Governor Gavin C. Newsom and
All Members of the California State Legis-
lature:

In 2019, California Assembly Bill 5
was passed to regulate the use of inde-
pendent contractors in a variety of activi-
ties. By prohibiting the use of independent
contractor drivers, health care profession-
als and workers in other critical areas,
AB-5 is doing substantial, and avoidable,
harm to the very people who now have the
fewest resources and the worst alterna-
tives available to them. We, the under-
signed Ph.D. economists and political
scientists, call for the immediate suspen-
sion of AB-5.

The current situation of voluntary

(and mandatory) self-isolation has created
an immediate need for flexible and low-
cost ways of delivering goods to cus-
tomers. Other essential needs could also be
served by enabling independent contrac-
tors currently hindered by AB-5. Hiring
laws, especially for firms with more than
50 employees, mean that companies are
unwilling to make long-term commitments
to traditional jobs. We aren’t sure what our
economic needs and capacities are going
to be even two months from now, but hir-
ing someone in a traditional job, with
hours and benefit requirements, is too ex-
pensive to contemplate given that employ-
ers do not know whether they will be able
to fill any permanent jobs at all and, if so,
when.

Employment decisions hinge on the
costs of distributing risk. While employers
are not hiring, gig workers could shoulder
myriad tasks that are needed to flatten out
the effects of the temporary emergency. It
doesn’t really matter how great the pay is,
how predictable are the hours, nor how
generous the benefits may be, if the law
prevents a job from existing in the first
place.

AB-5 unintentionally has pushed all
of the risks and all of the costs of a vibrant
gig economy onto lower- and middle-in-
come individuals, those who would bene-
fit most from flexibility to work around
the restrictive policies.

A mountain of work needs to be done,
deliveries made and people stranded at
home helped to receive groceries and med-
ications. Meanwhile, furloughed Califor-
nians stand on the verge of being wiped
out financially because the law prevents
them from working part time in a variety
of indispensable positions. Blocking work
that is needed and impoverishing workers
laid-off from other jobs are not the inten-
tions of AB-5, but the law is having these
unintended consequences and needs to be
suspended. We propose that the California
State Legislature and Governor Gavin
Newsom suspend AB-5.
This letter was signed by Michael Ake-
mann, Managing Director, Berkeley Re-
search Group, LLC, and 150 additional
California economists.
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Virus Exposing “Little Tyrants”

“You and I
must

protect
and

preserve
freedom

here
or it will

not be
passed on

to our
children. ”

Guest Editorial

By John Daniel Davidson

Some mayors and governors seem
to think their authority is limitless in
the face of the pandemic. They need a
remedial lesson in the Constitution.

There’s nothing like a crisis to
bring clarity. The response of some
mayors and governors to the coron-
avirus pandemic in recent days has
made it clear they think they have un-
limited and arbitrary power over their
fellow citizens, that they can order
them to do or not do just about any-
thing under the guise of protecting
public health.

We’ve now witnessed local and
state governments issue decrees about
what people can and cannot buy in
stores, arrest parents playing with
their children in public parks, yank
people off public buses at random, re-
move basketball rims along with pri-
vate property, ticket churchgoers, and
in one case try — and fail — to chase
down a lone runner on an empty
beach. All of this, we’re told, is for
our own good.

Some Authorities are
Targeting Christians

The most egregious example of
this outpouring of authoritarianism
was an attempt by Louisville, Ky.,
Mayor Greg Fischer to ban drive-in
church services on Easter. On Holy

Thursday, one day before Christians
were to begin their most important re-
ligious celebrations of the year, Fis-
cher declared that drive-in Easter
services would be illegal.

To remove all doubt about his se-
riousness, he also threatened arrest
and criminal penalties for anyone who
dared violate his order, and in an Or-
wellian twist, invited people to snitch
on their fellow citizens. Fischer justi-
fied this by saying it was “to save
lives.”

Thankfully, a federal judge made
short work of the mayor’s idiotic
power-grab, issuing a temporary re-
straining order against the city of
Louisville on Saturday, writing so as
to remove all doubt, “The Mayor’s de-
cision is stunning. And it is, ‘beyond
all reason,’ unconstitutional.”

The mayor shouldn’t have needed
a federal judge to tell him that. Any-
one with a passing familiarity with the
U.S. Constitution should know the
government can’t single out religious
worship for special regulations and
prohibitions, which is precisely what
the clueless Fischer did here. His
order would have barred Christians
from driving to their church parking
lots and sitting in their vehicles for
Easter services — all while maintain-
ing proper social distancing — while
imposing no such restrictions on
drive-up and drive-through restau-
rants, liquor stores, grocery stores, or
parking lots generally.

Mayors or governors — or even
presidents — can no more single out
Christians on Easter than they can sin-
gle out Muslims during Ramadan or
Jews on Yom Kippur. If you’re going
to ban parking in parking lots, it has
to apply to everyone everywhere.

But this didn’t just happen in
Louisville. Two churches in
Greenville, Miss., that were holding
drive-in services for Holy Week, said
police showed up and ordered church-
goers to leave or face a $500 fine.

In a video posted on Twitter from
Pastor Hamilton of King James Bible
Baptist Church in Greenville, a police
officer tells Hamilton that because of
the governor’s order, “Your rights are
suspended.” To the good pastor’s
credit, he correctly notes that the gov-
ernor cannot suspend his rights be-

Please see TYRANT on P. 7
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A solid foundation for your next project

Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!

• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate

• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey

• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment

• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan

• Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com
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You know what? It’s hard to find

a topic to write about when you

aren’t allowed to leave your house.

Not a lot of fodder for the old edito-

rial trough when you are working

from home and haven’t seen another

human being in the flesh in too many

days to count, other than the won-

derful people who deliver your gro-

ceries. I could easily fill 10 columns

on the ridiculousness of hoarding

toilet paper and eggs, but if you have

the internet you’ve heard more than

enough about that already. So in-

stead I will regale you with tales of

video conferencing fails I have had

the pleasure of witnessing over the

last few weeks.

Of course, none of my experi-

ences are as entertaining as the

woman who forgot she was on a

video conference and dropped her

pants right on camera and used the

toilet. If you somehow haven’t seen

that video, then kindly share with me

how you have been spending your

time because I

haven’t been

able to avoid it.

Still, I have been

witness to a cou-

ple of memo-

rable moments.

In my posi-

tion I have, some

would say, the

unique opportu-

nity to work with both a local team

and a national team. I call it serving

two masters who fail to communi-

cate at every level and expect me to

read minds, but I digress. In one of

my national team meetings we had

about 50 people on the video call.

After the first hundred reminders to

mute our microphones, we heard one

woman answer her office phone and

proceed to tell the caller that she

couldn’t talk at the moment because

she was stuck in a stupid meeting

that was a waste of time. Our direc-

tor quickly chimed in and advised

her that if she truly thought that then

they could meet separately to discuss

alternative ways for her to spend her

time moving forward. If that wasn’t

amusing enough, watching nearly 50

people try to stifle laughter really

brightened an otherwise dull meeting

that was, in fact, largely a waste of

time. Still, mute your microphone

kids!

In another one of those national

Tales of the Teleconference

meetings I had the privilege of

watching one of our nurse preceptors

go spelunking in his nasal cavity for

nearly a full minute. I know what

you’re thinking – he just forgot he

was on camera. Incorrect. He was

obviously using the camera as a mir-

ror. His buddy tried to give him a

subtle warning, but by subtle I mean

he sent a message in the group chat,

effectively turning everyone’s atten-

tion to the excavation. The cave

diver saw the message, but it was

after he had already abandoned his

expedition. I

could have

looked away, but

it was like

watching a car

wreck. You

know it’s gross,

you know you

can’t un-see it,

but you just can’t

seem to mini-

mize the screen.

One of my favorite video confer-

ence fails was from a local team

meeting when one of my coworkers

was very clearly watching Harry Pot-

ter in the background. I don’t per-

sonally have anything against

watching during work hours when

you’re working from home. As a

matter of fact, I fully support such

decisions, but I highly recommend

you pause it when you are supposed

to be in a meeting. Still, that’s not

what amused me. What amused me

was that the administrator, upon

hearing the tell-tale signs that it was,

in fact, Harry Potter, immediately

asked me to pause the movie until

after the meeting. It makes sense,

I’m known around the office as the

resident Harry Potter expert (read:

geek). I say this without a shred of

shame. Showing my extreme nerdy

side as it pertains to the wizarding

... during a meeting at the
local level a coughing fit came
over me. I immediately hit what
I thought was the mute button
on my headset cord. It was not.

Please see GENWHY on P. 7
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Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included
• AM PM
Medications
• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday

9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!

Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

6700 E. Central Ave. • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Juan and Maria at
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least. We all had a nice chuckle when

the actual person watching the movie

fessed up. The administrator apologized

but to be honest, I would have thought

it was me if I were in her shoes.

As it turns out, I am not immune

to video conference fails. Let me pref-

ace this story by saying that I have

managed to develop bronchitis. For

those unfamiliar, this means I am

coughing. A lot. A ton. So much I

want to remove my lungs with a

spoon. And what makes this better?

This has come in the middle of a

global pandemic where the most com-

mon and obvious symptom of the big,

bad, scary virus is … coughing. If this

isn’t the perfect metaphor for my en-

tire life, I don’t know what is.

Anyway, during a meeting at the

local level a coughing fit came over

me. I immediately hit what I thought

was the mute button on my headset

cord. It was not. I also didn’t think to

stop the video. In fairness at that mo-

ment I was much more concerned with

whether or not I would ever breathe

again. Once it passed and I managed

to swallow about a gallon of water, I

went to unmute my microphone only

to realize that I hadn’t actually muted

anything. Once again I say, mute your

microphone, kids! So not only were all

in attendance treated to the enticing

sight of a spastic coughing fit, but also

to the dulcet tones of what can only

described as a desperate attempt to ex-

pectorate an entire lung. Needless to

say, what was originally a part-time at

home/part-time in the office arrange-

ment is now an order to work exclu-

sively from home through the duration

of the health crisis. I can’t complain;

the amount of money I save in gas and

the amount of discomfort I save not

having to put on real pants more than

makes up for the humiliation of every-

one thinking I’m this generation’s Ty-

phoid Mary.

GENWHY cont. from P. 6
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“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing
Sports Physicals only $35!

CA #441782

www.chadstrucking.com ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •

HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •
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cause his rights come from God, not

the government.

Pandemic or not, this stuff has no

place in American society. Petty

tyranny of the kind these mayors and

local officials are scheming is wholly

alien to our customs and way of life,

and destructive to the social contract

on which our nation is built.

Thankfully, the Department of

Justice has taken notice of this fledg-

ling authoritarian streak among the

country’s mayors and governors. A

DOJ spokesman said Saturday, Attor-

ney General William Barr is “moni-

toring” government regulation of

religious services and may take action

against local governments as early as

this week.

Overreaching Orders
Expose Arbitrary Rule

That’s a good start, but the target-

ing of churches, while undoubtedly the

most offensive overreach by state and

local governments, is hardly the only

instance of government gone wild. In

Michigan, Gov. Gretchen Whitmer has

taken it upon herself to declare what

items are and are not “essential,” dic-

tating to grocery stores what they can

and cannot sell as part of a sweeping

order issued Friday.

Among the nonessential, and there-

fore banned, items are fruit and veg-

etable plants and seeds. Never mind

that growing fruits and vegetables at

home right now would help maintain

social distancing during the pandemic,

the governor has spoken and her word

is law. (Lottery tickets, on the other

hand, are still permitted.)

Beyond the fruit and vegetable

ban, the governor’s order is an object

lesson in the absurdity and inconsis-

tency of arbitrary power and rule by

fiat. Michiganders are banned from

traveling “between residences” if they

own a cottage or a summer home, but

the ban only applies to Michigan resi-

dents, so an out-of-stater with a cottage

in the Upper Peninsula could presum-

ably still visit. The ban also still allows

travel between states, so if a Michigan-

der has a cottage in Wisconsin or Ohio,

he can travel without fear of being ar-

rested or fined by state police.

Why did Whitmer tailor her order

this way? Probably because she knows

she has no authority to ban travel be-

tween states, or issue orders to Ameri-

cans generally — no more than a mayor

has the authority to shut down drive-in

Easter services in his city.

That these officials need to be re-

minded of that, and in some cases re-

strained by federal judges, bodes very

ill for America. Now, more than ever,

we need leaders who don’t just care

about protecting us from the pandemic,

but also care about preserving liberty

in a time of crisis.

John Daniel Davidson is the polit-
ical editor at The Federalist. This col-
umn appears by permission, courtesy
of www.thefederalist.com.

TYRANT cont. from P. 5
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645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at

Over 15 years of experience
Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife

Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation
Nuisance animal trapping 

Call for an inspection TODAY!
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What is  your  favori te  s ign of

spr ing? Tul ips  and Crocus pop-

ping up out of the ground? All  the

beaut i ful  t rees  blossoming? The

wildf lowers  on the s ide of  the

road? April  showers? (Holy Cow!

That  was no shower we got  las t

week! Hope you weren’t  out in i t

as  I  was.)  Although I  love the

signs of  spr ing I  just  ment ioned,

there is  one thing I  look forward

to in spring and that is  the straw-

berry s tands

going up in the

s t r a w b e r r y

f ie lds .  When

we see them,

we know i t  is

s t rawberry sea-

son.

A c c o r d i n g

to a  l is t  of  25 low carb frui ts ,

strawberries are second to lowest,

only behind watermelon (bel ieve

it  or not) .  Strawberries have 6.5g

of carbs per half  cup sl iced serv-

ing and watermelon has  5 .5g.

Strawberries have lots of vitamins

and minerals,  so eat  up.

Strawberr ies  can be f ixed so

many different  ways,  and are  a l -

ways good.  There is  s t rawberry

pie  or  “pizza,”  s t rawberry short-

cake – those of  you that  went  to

the Crab Feed,  how about  that

shortcake we had for  desser t?

There are strawberry waffles,  and

last ,  but by no means least ,  straw-

berry jam.

My neice Vicki’s  la te

Grandma Henderson made s t raw-

berry freezer  jam and I  was the

benefactor  of  a  jar  or  two from

time to  t ime.  Del ic ious!  I  under-

stand great niece Lauren has been

moaning the fact  that  she misses

Grandma’s jam. Well  dear,  now is

the t ime to  learn how to make i t

and continue your Grandma’s tra-

dit ion.  I  went through my Mom’s

recipe cards  and found a  recipe

(not  sure  i f  i t  i s  the same one

Grandma Henderson made,  but  i t

wil l  work) .  So in  memory of

Grandma Henderson here  is  my

Mom’s recipe:

Quick No-Cook Fresh Fruit
Jam

2 qts.  Ripe Strawberries

¼ C Lemon Juice

1 pkg.  (2  oz)  Jam and Jel ly

Pectin

1 C Karo Light Corn Syrup

4½ C Sugar

Ful ly  crush frui t .  I t  should

measure 3¼ C. In a 4 qt .  bowl st ir

together the fruit  and lemon juice.

Slowly add pectin,  st irring vigor-

ously.  Set  aside 30 minutes,  s t i r -

r i n g

o c c a s i o n a l l y .

Add corn syrup,

mix wel l .  Grad-

ual ly  s t i r  in

sugar  unt i l  d is-

solved.  Ladle

into clean ½ pt .

jars  or  f reezer

containers leaving ½” headspace.

Cover t ightly.  Jams in use should

be kept in refrigerator up to three

weeks or  s tored in freezer  for  up

to one year.  Makes seven contain-

ers.  This recipe can be used with

peaches or  nectarines – using 2½

pounds r ipe frui t  in  the place of

the strawberries.

We get a newsletter here in the

park where I  l ive and there is  usu-

al ly  a  recipe someone has  do-

nated.  I  guess  someone was

thinking along the same l ines  I

was because in the April  newslet-

ter the following recipe was in i t .

I  haven’t  made i t ,  but  i t  sounds

good.

Special Strawberry Salad
¾ C sugar

1 8 oz.  pkg.  Cream Cheese –

room temp.

1 C Chopped Nuts

2 Bananas – sl iced

1 Large Can Crushed Pineap-

ple – drained

1 10 oz.  Frozen or  Fresh

Strawberries

1 Large Carton Cool Whip

by Jean Briner

Strawberry Time!

E d i t o r ’s  N o t e : W i t h  t h e
p a s s i n g  o f  A u n t  J e a n ,  I
h a v e  d e c i d e d  t o  b r i n g  y o u  a
“ B e s t  O f ”  o f  h e r  r e c i p e s
o v e r  t h e  p a s t  1 0  y e a r s .
G o o d  r e c i p e s  a r e  t i m e l e s s
a n d  I  h o p e  y o u  e n j o y  t h e m
a l l  o v e r  a g a i n .

(April 2010)

Please see RECIPE on P. 9

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts
559-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

AArrttss  &&  CCrraaffttss  SSttuuddiioo  ••  BBiissqquuee  ••  WWoooodd  IItteemmss

4
/2
0

Tue-Sat 12-6 • Sun-Mon Appointment Only
Check us out on Instagram and

Facebook “What’s Up in the Ranchos”
Contact us for SPECIAL GROUP PARTIES

NEVER a sitting fee • Walk-ins ALWAYS welcome

... there is one thing I look
forward to in spring and that
is the strawberry stands going
up in the strawberry fields .. .

*SPECIAL RATES WITH THIS COUPON ONLY!
COUPON GOOD THROUGH 5/31/20

37357 AVE. 12 • NEXT TO LEE KITCHEN 
GLASS • PLASTIC • ALUMINUM

4
-2
0

Aluminum Cans
$1.80/pound*
(25 lbs. or more)

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY
10 A.M. - 5 P.M.
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I f f resh strawberr ies are used,
clean and sl ice and set aside. Mix
sugar and cream cheese with elec-
t r ic mixer . Fold in nuts , drained
pineapple , s t rawberr ies and Cool
Whip. Refr igerate unt i l ready to
serve.

If you want to make a straw-
berry pizza, you real ly don’t have
to have a pizza pan. If you don’t
have a pizza pan you can use any-
thing you have on hand. The last
one I made, I used a deep dish glass
pie plate, but you can use anything.
Use your ingenuity and your imagi-
nation. If you want to impress com-
pany coming, make i t in a spring
form pan and when ready to serve,
put i t on a pret ty cake plate and
pipe some whipping cream around

the bottom.
I used a pie crust recipe, using

butter and adding a lit t le sugar, but
here again you can use your fa-
vori te crust . I
went on l ine to
see what was
used, and believe
me, just about
anything can be
used. There were
recipes using
Bisquick, sugar cookie recipe, or
even one recipe used a package of
ready to bake sugar cookies . But
the one I like the best was the one
used for Republican Dessert .

Strawberry Pizza
1 C Flour
1 Stick Butter-softened
½ C Chopped Nuts (optional)
2 T Powdered Sugar (optional)

Mix together l ike pie dough.
Press into pan with f ingers and
bake 10 minutes in 350 oven. Let
cool before putting on second layer.

S e c o n d
Layer:

1 Pkg. (8 oz)
Cream Cheese –
softened

½ C Pow-
dered Sugar

2 C Sliced
Strawberries

In a mixing bowl, beat cream
cheese and powdered sugar unt i l
smooth. Spread on cooled crust .
Arrange sliced berries on top.

Top Layer:
1 C Sugar
¼ C Cornstarch
2 C Crushed Strawberries
In a large saucepan, combine

sugar , cornstarch and crushed
berries. Bring to boil , cook and stir
for 2 minutes or unt i l thickened.
Cool slightly. Spoon over strawber-
r ies . Refr igerate unt i l ready to
serve.

While I was writing this article,
we had some real wild weather .
With the hail storm and all the rain
this week, I hope it didn’t damage
the strawberr ies too badly. Maybe
if we get some warm weather it will
dry their fields out and there won’t
be too much loss.

W e l l , t h a t d o e s i t f o r t h i s
m o n t h . I s t i l l l i k e t o h e a r f r o m
y o u a b o u t t h e t h i n g s y o u ’ v e
m a d e f r o m t h e r e c i p e s h e r e , o r
j u s t t o g e t y o u r c o m m e n t s . C a l l
m e a t t h e o f f i c e , o r e - m a i l m e a t
t h e p a p e r . B u t m o s t o f a l l ,
t h a n k s f o r r e a d i n g .

RECIPE cont. from P. 8

OPEN 7 DAYS

N

M-SAT 8-7 SUN 9-5•

4/20

. . . when we see them, we
know i t i s s t rawber ry sea -
son . . .
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Now & Then

This morning I recorded in my
gratitude journal events from the week-
end that brought me joy:

• Worked in the yard
• Took a walk in the rain
• Participated in the Flipside

Church service online
• Watched an old movie
• Read a book
• Used FaceTime to read Little

House on the
Prairie to my
granddaughters

• Texted fri-
ends I hadn’t seen
in awhile

• Talked to
neighbors more
(at a safe distance)

I wondered which, if any, would
happen if I wasn’t sheltering in place.
For me, the restrictions mean not
working with clients, commuting, ran-
dom shopping and general running
around. I’m definitely doing things dif-
ferently and have more discretionary
time on my hands.

If you’re still going to work or
working from home, you may not have
more time than you did pre-Coron-
avirus. You still have work, laundry,
meals. If you have kids at home, some-
thing you never intended: Home-
schooling.

We’re all in this together and yet
our experiences vary. Some suddenly
have a great deal of togetherness; oth-
ers complete isolation. Both are chal-
lenging and provide the potential for
discovery.

While waiting for the time when
restrictions are lifted, consider this:
What is happening now that will – or
can – impact us then?

Financially
Mindful shopping — Yes, it’s eas-

ier when stores are closed or restricted,
but down the road we’ll benefit if we
realize we don’t need daily trips to the

grocery store or Target.
Saving money — With places of

entertainment shut down, there’s less
spending, more saving. If anything,
we’ve discovered we’re not in control
and we need to have an emergency
fund for things in life we don’t predict.
When external restrictions lift, con-
tinue restraining your spending to es-
tablish or replenish your emergency
fund.

Generosity — People everywhere
are giving their time, talents and funds
to help those hit hardest by the pan-
demic. The repercussions of this crisis
will continue and so will the need for
generosity.

Relationally
Connecting with technology —

Maybe you’re using FaceTime or
Zoom for the first time to connect with
local family and friends you can’t
physically be with. Once you’re re-
united with your local folks, consider
using this new-found mode of commu-
nication to connect with others you

rarely see or want
to reconnect with.

Family Time
— Okay, so you’ll
probably want
some space from
family for a while
after this, but dur-

ing your confinement you likely dis-
covered some activities that you enjoy
doing together. Celebrate your libera-
tion with a once-per-month Family
Night. Resurrect those games, puzzles
and activities.

Neighborhood — Birthday pa-
rades, front porch dance-alongs and
Teddy Bear hunts. Everyday some-
one’s coming up with new ways to
connect in their neighborhoods. Instead
of leaving them in the dust when the
restrictions lift, think about ways you
can continue to invest in your commu-
nity and bring neighbors together.

Environmentally
Organizing Inside — Many who

said, “If I’d just stay home, I could get
organized,” are! Before life returns to
the crazy busy schedule, create a plan
to maintain your newly organized
space. I’m not talking model home sta-
tus. Life is messy, but a daily 10-
minute Tidy can help keep clutter at
bay.

Outside Time — Cabin fever gets
us outdoors. Thankfully, we’ve had
some beautiful weather during the pan-
demic. More people are planting gar-

4/20

4-
20

4-
20

I’m definitely doing things
differently and have more discre-
tionary time on my hands.

Please see CHOICE on P. 16
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4H President
Bids Farewell

By Corinna Martinez,
Monique andWyattMorgan

Our current president

of Sierra Shadows 4H is

Payton Poore. She has

been in 4H for nine years

and this is her last year, so we took this

opportunity to ask her some questions.

We are all going to miss Payton and wish

her the best in life.

Q: What do you like most about 4H?

A: What I like the most about 4H is

how members are able to learn so many

new skills (leadership, speaking and com-

munity service).

Q: What are

you going to miss

about being in 4H?

A: I will miss

all the experiences

from my projects, as

well as being presi-

dent and meeting

new members and

watching them ac-

complish their

achievements.

Q: Which proj-

ect that you were in-

volved in was your

favorite?

A: My favorite

project that I am in

is Joshua’s Ways because I love building

bonds and helping young members learn

more about 4H

Q: How long have you been in 4H?

A: I have been in 4H for nine years.

I started out as a shy, mini-member and I

was lucky to have some mentors to look

up to and I am hoping I inspired others

and they can look up to me now.

Q: What was

your favorite part

about being an of-

ficer?

A: My favorite

part about being an

officer is I get to

lead my club and

watch my officers help and inspire our

club members.

Q: Do you enjoy working with kids?

A: Yes, I enjoy working with kids. I

love to teach and train them. Through my

skills in 4H I have been able to utilize my

skills and use them for outside of 4H

events/projects.

Q: What are your plans when you

graduate high school?

A: When I graduate high school, I

plan on starting out at a community col-

lege then I plan on majoring in AG Busi-

ness because the Central Valley is the

heart of agriculture and I plan on giving

back to the community.

Payton has had such an impact on

every member of our club, we wanted to

gather some words

from our members

to give to Payton.

“Payton has

been a great presi-

dent these past three

years. She was one

of my very first

friends in 4H. She

has encouraged me

to try many things in

4H. I am so grateful

to have met her and

become closer with

her throughout the

past six years in

4H.” - Sierra Gonza-

les

“Payton has

been such a great mentor and leader for

our 4H club and community. Payton al-

ways works hard for our club and is giv-

ing. She has a bright future ahead of her.”

- Taylor Cardoza

"She is a great 4H president and

makes the mini-members feel very wel-

comed." - Lucy Lee

“Payton makes things fun for us. She

inspires me and

motivates me to be

more than I am.” -

Griffin Williams-

Smith

"She is super

nice to everyone

even when we're

not at 4H meetings." - Micah Lee

“Payton includes everyone at

meeting and events. She helps peo-

ple when they are confused. She

makes me feel happy because she

helps you and tries to make things

better for you. She is a role model

for me because I want to do great

things in 4H like her.” - Hunter

Williams-Smith

... I was lucky to have some
mentors to look up to and I am hop-
ing I inspired others ...

4
/2
0

4
/2
0

SAY YOU SAW IT ...
... IN THE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT

Payton Poore is the outgoing president
of the Sierra Shadows 4H club in the Madera
Ranchos. She has been a 4H member for the
last nine years.
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The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our next meeting,
Wednesday, May 13 at 6:30 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C in the Maywood Center. Come join us
and see what’s going on in your community. Call us at 645-4001.

““WWhhyy  sshhoouulldd  II jjooiinn  tthhee  CChhaammbbeerr  ooff  CCoommmmeerrccee??””

WWhheenn’’ss  tthhee  NNEEXXTT  CChhaammbbeerr  ooff  CCoommmmeerrccee  MMeeeettiinngg??

1. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce carries the reputation of being a leader
of business integrity in the Ranchos and my affiliation lends my business credibility.

2. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce is a close-knit organization in which
members support each other’s businesses.

3. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce requires financial support in order to
perform its job of increasing the economic prosperity of the Ranchos.

4. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce unifies the public spirit of the Ranchos
and directs it into useful and constructive channels that are not limited to business.

5. Because I feel a sense of personal obligation to improve the quality of life in the Ranchos.
4/

20

CCoommmmuunniittyy  CChhrriissttmmaass  TTrreeee  LLiigghhttiinngg  ••  VVeetteerraannss  CChhrriissttmmaass  PPrrooggrraamm
FFiirreewwoorrkkss  BBooootthh  FFuunnddrraaiisseerr  ••  LLiibbeerrttyy  HHiigghh    BBuussiinneessss  SScchhoollaarrsshhiippss  

CCoommmmuunniittyy  GGuuiiddeebbooookk  ••  SSuuppppoorrtt  ffoorr  LLooccaall  BBuussiinneesssseess  
SSuuppppoorrtt  ffoorr  LLooccaall  PPrroojjeeccttss  ••  IInntteerreessttiinngg  SSppeeaakkeerrss

GGrreeaatt  MMoonntthhllyy  MMiixxeerrss  ••  TThhee  oonnllyy  tthhiinngg  mmiissssiinngg  iiss  YYOOUU!!
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Senior Report

4/
20

Staying Together While Staying Apart
By Margaret Tynan

Through these very difficult
times, my hope is that all of you are
staying healthy and keeping your
spirits up. It is wonderful to see the
outpouring of kindness and support
coming from our community. Every-
thing from the
calls to check
if neighbors
need anything
to the Birth-
day Parades
for the little
ones who
can’t have
their party,
demonstra tes
the caring
during this
p a n d e m i c .
Thank you to
the commu-
nity.

Of course, the Ranchos/Hills Sen-
iors have not held any of our usual
activities and do not have any
planned for May at this point in time.
We hope to resume as soon as it is
safe to do so. So, for now, I can’t
write on the usual subjects for this

month’s Senior Report. Because of
this new reality, I decided to inter-
view some of our members to see how
they are faring and spending their
time while “sheltering in place.” I en-
joyed these phone conversations,
hearing the variety of ways our mem-
bers are making the best of their time

at home.
E t h e l

Hansen, the
Center’s pres-
ident, says
she’s “hang-
ing in there.”
She is going
into the Cen-
ter periodi-
cally to check
on things,
keep up with
the mail,
phone mes-
sages, etc.
Her at-home

routine hasn’t changed a whole lot,
although she is getting caught up on
a few household chores that have
been on her “list.” She said that Pret-
zel, her cat, also hasn’t changed its
routine. It still wants to go in and out
of the house all day long.

Getting outside for fresh air and
exercise is a big theme for most of
the Center members that I spoke to.
The gardens and yards of many
should be weed free by the time sum-
mer arrives. Rosemary Janis reports
that she is making a dent in her to-do
list, which includes working in her
rock garden. Besides helping with
these projects, her husband Lou, an
engineer by profession, is using some
of his time to study the scientific re-
search on protective equipment used
in the fight against Covid-19.

Besides working in the yard and
on her building project, Verlaine
Elinburg is using her stay-at-home
time to take online classes, such as
“How to Write Your Story” and
“Using Excel.” She says that her
dogs love that she and her sister Mi
Mi Avatt are now home all the time.

Looking ahead to better times,
several members are planning for fu-
ture events. Roy Cochran is planting
pumpkins that will be ready to deco-

rate for the Center’s annual Hal-
loween party in October and three
varieties of chili peppers for the next
Chili Cook Off. He made a delicious
fiery entry at the last event. He also
enjoys getting out in the yard every
day and taking care of his cat, koi
fish and turtles. The three Mitchell
sisters are normally very active en-
tertainers, singing for various organ-
izations throughout the year. They
are now staying home, but say they
are certainly not bored. They are
using this time to work on new
music. Celetta, the cook in the fam-
ily, is trying out new recipes. They
all enjoy Baby and Lady, their 8-
year-old Rottweilers and doing many
activities together such as playing
cards and watching old movies. They
shared, “We’re leaving the cleaning
until later. It will always be there.”

Like everyone I spoke to, Ruth
Baker finds staying in contact with

Got a holding tank to fill?What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want towaste your preciouswell water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!

4
/2

0

• House Pads • Lot Leveling •
Underground Utilities Installed

• Septic Systems Installed •
Concrete Work
• Driveways •

Trenching

Call Sonny at
S.G.E.

Lic. #719500

4/
20

Please see SENIORS on P. 16
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Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting

Concrete Foundations & Flatwork 4
/2
0

Say you saw it in
the Ranchos Independent

10% OFF!
LIC#761865

559-753-8899
559-553-5733

HireAlbert@yahoo.com
www.BoxerPlumbing.com

559-553-5733 10% OFF!

SENIORS
&MILITARY
on all BOXER PLUMBING services

exp. 4-30-2020

4-20

*offer good through 5-31-2020

In Memoriam

Lin Edward Rothe
January 24, 1952 -- April 2, 2020

Lin Edward Rothe passed away on

April 2, 2020 after losing a long struggle

with Cancer.

Lin hailed from Fresno, Clovis,

Prather and later Grants Pass, Ore. He

began his working life at Perryboy’s

Smorgy and then moved on to Bervin

Rug, OK Produce, Pozar Paving and Pa-

cific Western Construction. He decided

to go back to college to get his teaching

credential and was hired by Golden Val-

ley Unified School District in theMadera

Ranchos, from where he retired.

Lin had a passion for restoring his

1957 Chevy Nomad and horseback rid-

ing in the Sierra Mountains. It was on

horseback that he met his wife of 28

years, Dianne. He lovingly called her his

best friend. Together they did many

things they both enjoyed, including

building two ranches. They had a son,

Matthew, who is a water polo coach at

Sierra High, among other duties.

Lin is preceded in death by his

mother Betty and sister Leeanne. Lin

leaves behind his wife Diane, son

Matthew, father Rex and brother Scott,

along with nieces, nephews, grand-nieces

and grand-nephews. Lin had a passion

for life and enjoyed each day. He loved

to tell stories and also hear them. When-

ever he would hear a really good story he

would always respond with an astound-

ing “NOOO!”

He was a friend to all and will be

missed.

By Nancy Wayne

Madera Rancho Kiwanis has cancelled

their weekly meetings but are meeting bi-

monthly on Zoom. Liberty High Senior

Scholarships will be approved and an-

nounced in May. Teacher Grants have been

postponed until the fall.

Kiwanis International was founded in

1915 in Detroit, Mich. The group was origi-

nally called the Supreme Lodge Benevolent

Order of Brothers but a year later it was

changed to Kiwanis. The name Kiwanis was

taken from an American Indian expression,

“Nunchuck's Keewanis,” which means “We

Trade.” In 1920, the motto of Kiwanis be-

came "WeBuild." This motto remained until

2005 when it was changed to "Servicing the

Children of theWorld." Originally the group

focused on business networking, but in 1919

the focus changed to service, specially serv-

ice to children.

American history shows us that at that

time, 18 percent of all American workers

were under the age of 16. People expected

and thought that primary education was not

necessary for all children.Many states estab-

lished a minimum wage for labor and mini-

mum requirements for school attendance.

Horrific conditions for many child laborers

brought the issue to the public's attention. In

1900, an effort to regulate or eliminate child

labor started and by 1904 the National Child

Labor Committee was organized.

Kiwanis expanded across the United

States and Canada until the 1960s when

worldwide expansion was approved and

Kiwanis became an international organiza-

tion. The Madera Ranchos Kiwanis Club

was formed in 1985.

Kiwanis Update and Brief History



Page 16

Hello 93636,
Hope this article finds you all doing

well. Everything is good with the Parr
family and Complete Car Care. We are
blessed. I'm a little tired of constantly
being reminded of the Corona-19 virus
so I hope you are not disappointed that
this article does not address the virus or
its impact on the Automotive Industry.

I've picked this month’s topic based
on a growing trend I see in my shop’s
bays. Some auto parts outlets are offer-
ing free "Check Engine" lamp code re-
trieval in order to attract new and
potential customers. I'm fine with that
strategy and I offer the same. It's what
happens after the code retrieval that con-
cerns me.

After retrieving diagnostic trouble
codes, outlets also provide information
that ranks the codes’ probable causes.
Often individuals purchase parts based
on a false sense of diagnostic probability
only to have the trouble code return.

There are hundreds of OnBoard Di-
agnostic II (OBD2) trouble codes and
after 24 years of experience I have yet to
find any one trouble code that has only
one potential cause. I acknowledge there
are a handful of trouble codes for some
vehicles that when I see them, I’m con-
fident I know what's wrong. Even those
are not 100 percent foolproof. From ex-
perience I know the most expensive and
inefficient method of diagnostic and re-
pair is the trial and error method.

Since 1996, all cars and light duty
vehicles sold in America are OBD2
compliant. OBD2 is a system of stan-
dardized 5-digit emissions trouble codes
retrievable from every vehicle’s power-
train computer without regard to manu-
facture. These 5-digit codes are
accessible via a standardized connector
usually located under the dash near the
steering column. With the implementa-
tion of OBD2, technicians have access
to all emission-related trouble codes
from every manufacturer’s vehicles with
a single code reader.

With OBD2 the vehicle's "Check
Engine" lamp will illuminate anytime
the vehicle's emissions exceed 1.5 times
the federal test procedure maximum lim-
its for the same model year and vehicle.
The primary function of the "Check En-

De-Coding the Codes

gine" lamp is to alert drivers of a vehicle's
emissions failure. The lamp will illuminate
even if no drivability com-
plaints occur. If the "Check
Engine" lamp is illuminated
during a California emis-
sions test, the vehicle will
automatically fail.

Let me help some by
decoding a 5-digit OBD2
trouble code numerical se-
quence and explain how it
works and what it means.
The first digit is always "P"
for powertrain, and it indi-
cates an emissions failure.
The second digit identifies
the fault code type. "0"
means it's a universal trouble
code that all manufacturers are required to use
for the same common emissions faults. If the
second digit is "1" the trouble code is a manu-
facturer-specific code and only applies to that
specific vehicle and manufacturer. I always ad-
dress the manufacturer-specific codes first be-
cause they are the most useful as they are more
direct and detailed. The third digit identifies
the failed emission system and the fourth and
fifth digits identify the failed tests.

A little refresher course may be useful at
this point. A gasoline internal combustion en-
gine is most fuel and emissions efficient when
an exact air/fuel ratio of 14.7 parts of air to 1
part of fuel is achieved. When this perfect con-
dition is met, theoretically all fuels – including
the oxygen – are completely consumed during
the combustion process. The only exhaust
emissions are carbon dioxide, water vapor and
nitrogen. By the way, these are the same emis-
sions we humans exhaust when we exhale.
Now let's decode two of most popular and sim-
ple OBD2 trouble codes my industry deals
with on a daily basis.

With P0171 (Bank 1 Lean Exhaust) and
P0174 (Bank 2 Lean Exhaust) the "P" indi-
cates an emissions fault. The "0" means they
are generic codes. The "1" indicates a failed
Fuel Management System and "71" and "74"
identify the failed Fuel Management System
tests. A P0171 and/or P0174 will set when the
air/fuel ratio is over-balanced due to excessive
intake air or insufficient fuel distribution.
When the oxygen sensors detect an abundance
of non-combusted oxygen in the exhaust sys-
tem, the "Check Engine" lamp will be illumi-
nated for a lean exhaust condition.

Let's consider some potential causes for
lean exhaust condition. Maybe we have an in-
take manifold leak and false air is leaking into
the air intake system. Maybe the positive
crankcase ventilation system is leaking. I once
found a leaking valve cover gasket that caused
a P0171 to set. The leaking gasket acted just
like a leaking PCV hose.

Maybe the cause is not an abundance of

oxygen but the absence of fuel. A restricted
fuel filter, defective fuel pump, plugged fuel

injector or any number of
failed sensors can cause a
fuel delivery deficiency.
Another common cause
for a P0171 and P0174 is
an exhaust leak. With an
exhaust leak, outside air
can be scavenged into the
exhaust creating the ap-
pearance of a lean air/fuel
mixture. Oxygen sensors
do not know from where
the oxygen originates, only
that it's present.

"Do it Yourselfers,"
here is a helpful tip when
attempting an exhaust leak

diagnostic. Some guys are using leaf blowers
in the tailpipe to pressurize the exhaust sys-

tem. Spraying soap on the exhaust helps iso-
late the leak. Just watch for the soap bubbles.
And yes, even a failed oxygen sensor can
cause a lean exhaust condition, but it's ex-
tremely rare.

The point of this article is buyer beware.
There are many potential causes for each of
the hundreds of OBD2 diagnostic trouble
codes. The most efficient way to identify their
cause is to test. Be careful of the free stuff.
Sometimes it's not so free.

OK guys and gals, that's all for this one.
As always, I'm looking for current, relevant,
informative and/or interesting automotive in-
dustry topics to write about. If you have any
ideas, suggestions, recommendations and/or
general or specific questions concerning a ve-
hicle, I can be reached at complete_car_care
@hotmail.com or text to 559-907-7661.

God Bless America and God Bless
93636, Warren Parr

Click on “Local News” at

dens, taking walks and cycling. A gar-
den is a great way to keep yourself going
outside once things return to normal.
Continued walking or cycling may re-
quire partnership with someone already
in a routine or is willing to make it a pri-
ority with you.

I encourage you to take a moment
before we’re set free to consider one of
your “now and then” scenarios. Redeem
this experience with a positive life-
change.

I acknowledge that for many the
“now and then” of this pandemic is

painfully life altering. Sickness, death,
job and business loss, and financial
hardships are prevalent. My heart and
prayers go out for those who are hurting.
If you’re in need of supplies during this
time, Flipside Church would like to help.
Contact 559-481-6875 or info@
acts176.com.

Contact Organized by Choice (be-
cause things don’t always fall into
place) at P.O. Box 26152, Fresno, CA
93729, call 559-871-3314 or email
info@organized bychoice.com. You can
also pay a visit online to www. organ
izedbychoice.com.

CHOICE cont. from P. 10

family and friends always very im-
portant, but especially during this
time. We agreed that even if family
and friends can’t be physically to-
gether, staying in touch goes a long
way to helping keep one’s spirits up.
I asked Ruth what she misses most.
“Weekly shopping trips with my
daughter.” Though she did share that
her husband pointed out saving
money was one of the advantages.

Helen Lowell is very grateful for
all the calls from friends and family.
She is also thankful that she has so
many interests to keep her busy:
Sewing, knitting and crochet.

Staying healthy and in shape is
one of Violet Smith’s goals. A regu-
lar participant in the Center’s exer-
cise program, she misses the group
activity, but is doing the exercises
routine daily at home. Jo Chase, who
usually leads the exercise program is

staying in physical shape by doing
yard work. She shared that she finds
comfort and enjoyment in her daily
Bible study.

Carol Wood says that she and her
husband Ron have taken drives to
enjoy spring views of the country-
side. Both of them miss going out to
eat with friends. Carol has been doing
all the cooking and says she’s lost
weight during this time. She mused,
“Perhaps my cooking is responsible,
or maybe it’s the missed french-
fries.” Another thing that Carol
misses is being able to give her
friends a hug. Let me join Carol and
all the members of Ranchos/Hills
Seniors in giving all our friends and
neighbors a big “virtual hug.” With
each other’s support and caring, we
will get through this. Stay safe, stay
healthy, stay happy, and stay hopeful.

Thought for May: “Hope is being
able to see that there is light despite
all of the darkness.” — Desmond Tutu

SENIORS cont. from P. 14
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By Holly Strobel

This year we all received an invi-
tation to respond to the 2020 Census
and a lot is riding on that form. If you
need a reason to participate, here’s a
big one: Money. We all need re-
sources for our community.

The Census determines how
money is distributed for health, like
those much-needed hospitals right
now. Also for education, Title I fund-
ing which determines where to build
and close schools, how many teachers
will staff each school, district bound-
aries and education grants and nutri-
tion grants from the U.S.D.A.
Housing and transportation, roads and
wouldn’t we all wish for a great com-
munity center here? We will be
counted for the seats in the House of
Representatives.

It takes around two minutes an-
swering simple questions for 10 years
of progress. Not filling it out leaves
federal money on the table. If you
don’t answer that questionnaire, are
you willing to give away your paid tax
money to someone else’s community?

Please text or message someone
and check in to see if they filled out
their census form. In a time where the

lack of resources has been exposed,
do your part to ensure that our com-
munity has the best chance to get our
fair share. We want to be visible and
to show policymakers that we are
here and we count.

Did you know the first census
was taken in 1790 and happens every
10 years? In 2010, the Bonadelle Ran-
chos-Madera Ranchos population was
8,569 with 47 percent female and 53
percent male. The population per
square mile was computed to be 739.7
people. You can respond to the Cen-
sus by going to my2020census.gov or
complete and mail in the question-
naire that was mailed out several
weeks ago in the pre-paid envelope.

Join SEMCU to help provide re-
sources for the community. We work
to provide resources to the commu-
nity through grants and donations.
SEMCU meets once a month for
about an hour at 6 p.m. on the third
Monday of the month at the Pizza
Factory at 37184 Ave. 12. With the
current COVID-19 situation we are
teleconferencing. You can get more
information at info@semcu.org or by
calling 559-363-9095.

SEMCU - Southeast Madera
County United – a California non-
profit corporation. “FOR THE COM-
MUNITY BY THE COMMUNITY”

Southeast Madera County United
(SEMCU) is a non-profit benefit or-
ganization promoting local interests
and topics in the SEMCU area. Call
559-363-9095 for information or
email SEMCU at info@semcu.org.

Census = Money

674-1663
23338 Ave. 14

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service
Family Owned
Since 1976

4/20

www.theranchos.com
www.theranchos.com
www.theranchos.com
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kidney, liver, and pulmonary illnesses will
fester while people’s lives are on hold?
How many suicides or domestic homicides
will occur as families watch their liveli-
hoods evaporate before their eyes? How
many drug and alcohol deaths can we ex-
pect as Americans stew in their homes
under police-enforced indefinite home de-
tention orders? How many new cases of
obesity-related diabetes and heart disease
will emerge as Americans are banished
from outdoor recreation and instead spend
their idle days within a few steps of the re-
frigerator?

I have participated in many discussions
among top policymakers in Congress and
the Administration over the last few weeks.
Such considerations are rarely raised and
always ignored. Instead, policymakers fix-
ate on epidemiological models that have al-
ready been dramatically disproven by
actual data.

On March 30, Drs. Deborah Birx and
Anthony Fauci gave their best-case projec-
tion that between 100,000 and 200,000
Americans will perish of Covid-19 “if we
do things almost perfectly.” As appalling
as their prediction seems, it is a far cry from
the 200,000 to 1.7 million deaths the CDC
projected in the United States just a few
weeks before. And even their down-sized
predictions look increasingly exaggerated
as we see actual data.

Sometimes the experts are just wrong.
In 2014, the CDC projected up to 1.4 mil-
lion infections from African Ebola. There
were 28,000.

Life is precious and every death is a
tragedy. Yet last year, 38,800 Americans
died in automobile accidents and no one has
suggested saving all those lives by forbid-
ding people from driving – though surely
we could.

In 1957, the Asian flu pandemic killed
116,000 Americans, the equivalent of
220,000 in today’s population. The Eisen-
hower generation didn’t strip grocery
shelves of toilet paper, confine the entire
population to their homes or lay waste to
the economy. They coped and got through.
Today we remember Sputnik – but not the
Asian flu.

It’s fair to ask how many of those lives
might have been saved then by the extreme
measures taken today. The fact that the
Covid-19 mortality curves show little dif-
ference between the governments that have
ravaged their economies and those that
haven’t, suggests not many.

The medical experts who are advising
us are doing their jobs – to warn us of pos-
sible dangers and what actions we can take
to mitigate and manage them. The job of
policymakers is to weigh those recommen-
dations against the costs and benefits they
impose. Medicine’s highest maxim offers
good advice to policymakers: Primum non
nocere -- first, do no harm.

TOLL cont. from P. 2
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Alteration Services

Madlin's Alterations - Over 50
years experience - Tailoring, repairs,
wedding gowns. FAST SERVICE. By
appointment only. 36027 Ruth Ave.
Call 559-645-4583.

Carpet Cleaning

Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley
Chamber member. Call Bruce
today for a free estimate. 559-676-
0760.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove in-
serts, pellet stoves and fireplaces.
Also clean clothes dryer vents.
REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY,
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room addi-
tions, barns and patios. Lic. #719500.
Call 559-970-4476.

Firewood

Firewood for sale - Seasoned Al-

mond f i rewood. Round or sp l i t .
Call 259-7122 or 645-5523.

For Sale

1978 Star f i re Cab in Cru i ser -
22- foot w/ tra i ler , GREAT CON-
DITION - 351 Ford , 9 .8 HP
Honda t ro l l ing motor , 2 new ba t -
te r ies , new t i res , a l l work done by
Cron in Mar ine in Made ra Ran -
chos , cur ren t l i cense and a cover .
$9 ,500 . Ca l l Tammy at 304 -
2019 .

Housecleaning

40 yars o f exper i ence - Refer -
ences ava i l ab l e - Lupe ’ s House
Clean ing , r e s iden t i a l , one - t ime
se rv i ce , move - in s /move -ou t s ,
w indows , cons t ruc t i on c l ean up .
LupePrado25@yahoo . com. 650 -
771-2915 .

Recyclables Pick Up

K E E P I T L O C A L - F R E E R E -
C Y C L A B L E P I C K U P - K I D S
4 R E C Y C L I N G o f f e r s p i c k u p
o f a l l r e c y c l a b l e m a t e r i a l s i n -
c l u d i n g n e w s p a p e r , s h r e d d e d
p a p e r , c o n t a i n e r s , p l a s t i c ,
g l a s s , a l u m i n u m a n d c a r d -
b o a r d . C a l l D i a n a a t 9 9 9 -
6 8 3 2 . F u n d s s u p p o r t R a n c h o s

c o m m u n i t y o r g a n i z a t i o n s .

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean
Up. TRACTOR WORK Discing -
Rototilling - Mowing - Scraping -
Stump Grinding. Call John at 908-
1066.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete work
and underground utilities installed.
Lic. #719500. Call 559-970-4476.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out -
Screen, track, si l ls included. Re-
move hard water stain on home win-
dows, shower doors and car windows.
Cobweb removal too. Fully insured.
Call Nick at 285-1723. Free esti-
mates.

Ask about our SENIOR DISCOUNT!

Work Wanted

A v a i l a b l e n o w t o w o r k i n t h e
R a n c h o s . E x p e r i e n c e d I T p r o -
f e s s i o n a l , e x p e r i e n c e i n a c c o u n t -
i n g a n d p h o t o g r a p h y . Call John
at 559-706-5215 - NEW NUM-
BER.

Click on “Local News” at

To Advertise
in the

RRaanncchhooss
IInnddeeppeennddeenntt

645-0634
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• If you're able to, fold and hang
clothing straight from the dryer. The
warmth of a cycle can set wrinkles
that occur from being stuffed into a
laundry basket. • "I really abhor bar
soap, but my husband prefers it.
After cleaning the soap dish, I smear
it with petroleum jelly. I do the un-
derside too. There's a little lip that
will keep the soap from sliding off,
but the petroleum jelly keeps the in-
evitable sludge from sticking to the
soap dish, making my cleaning rou-
tine much easier!" -- A.D. in Idaho •
For maximum effectiveness, spray,
then wait, then wipe. Spray cleaners
need contact time to both cut
through grime and to kill germs.
Give surfaces a light mist, then wait
up to 10 minutes before wiping
clean. • Chef's secret: If you sprin-
kle salt from 12-14 inches above the
food you're seasoning, it's called
"raining," and it helps the salt crys-
tals to distribute evenly across the
food's surface. Plus it will make you
look cool.

Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip,
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL
32803.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Real Estate

By Betty Van Valkenburg

The following articles are reprinted
with permission from ReformCalifor-
nia.org. Reform California states that they
“Fight costly and unfair taxes, mandates
and fees because working families cannot
afford a higher cost of living – and state and
local politicians already have enough of our
money.” Please sign the petition to repeal
Assembly Bill 5 (AB5) at DefendFree-
domToWork.org and also tell Governor
Newsom and your state assemblyman and
senator that you want this destructive law
repealed.

AB5: Now is the Time to Help, Not
Hurt Small Businesses in California

By Carl DeMaio, Chairman of Reform
California

If Governor Gavin Newsom and
California Democrats really wanted to
help struggling small businesses and mil-
lions of unemployed California workers,
they would immediately suspend or re-
peal a variety of damaging and costly
taxes, mandates and regulations that have
been choking the California economy for
years. At the top of the list of relief
should be the repeal of AB5.

Last year, Governor Newsom and the
Democrats passed AB5 into law to ban the
use of independent contractors in Califor-
nia and impose stiff penalties on small
businesses for hiring independent contrac-
tors. AB5 is an outrageous attempt to de-
prive Californians of the freedom to work,
destroy the once-booming gig economy,

RepealAB5 & Save Prop. 13

“Real estate is
my life! I make
your real estate

dreams a reality.”

4/
20

“Put my experience, knowledge, service and professionalism to work for you.”

Integrity, Dedication, Results
www.homesmartpva.com/mfoto • DRE #01454566

559-250-6740 • mfotorealtor@gmail.com

Work with the Realtor® who
lives and sells in the Ranchos
Learn more about your local agent who provides
value and expertise to her clients.
www.itsthecozylife.com

4/
20

and boost government tax revenues by
forcing independent contractors and their
clients to pay higher employment taxes.
Even before the Coronavirus, AB5 had
devastated hundreds of thousands of
workers already – and now AB5 is one of
the biggest obstacles for unemployed Cal-
ifornians seeking what little work is avail-
able.

Gov. Newsom has the power to suspend
AB5 completely so small businesses and in-
dependent contractors can find work during
these challenging times. I want to commend
Assemblyman Kevin Kiley for leading the
fight to ask the Governor to do this, but New-
som has refused to do it. What’s worse, Gov.
Newsom is weaponizing the Coronavirus
federal bailout program to enforce AB5 and
punish small businesses and independent
contractors.

President Trump wisely included inde-
pendent contractors in the unemployment in-
surance provisions of the federal
Coronavirus bailout program since many
have lost their clients during the shutdown.
Unfortunately, Gov. Newsom has instructed
the state’s Unemployment Insurance Pro-
gram to use the federal bailout funds to col-
lect data and evidence from independent
contractors when they seek the unemploy-
ment benefits to build enforcement cases
against small businesses that used independ-
ent contractors after Jan. 1, when AB5 went
into effect.

I have heard from many independent
contractors who fear that if they apply for
federal unemployment benefits, they will
get their small business clients in trouble
under AB5.

Punishing struggling small businesses
and independent contractors is NOT what
we need during this economic crisis. If Cal-
ifornia politicians are serious about helping
ease the economic impact of Coronavirus,
they need to start by repealing or suspend-
ing AB5. Concerned taxpayers who agree

www.The Ranchos.com

4/
20

that California politicians should suspend or re-
peal AB 5 can help send a message today by
signing the petition at DefendFreedom-
ToWork.org.

Proposition 13 is Under Attack – What
“Split-Roll” Really Means

By Dave McCulloch, President of Reform
California

In 1978, Californians overwhelmingly
passed the “People’s Initiative to Limit Prop-
erty Taxation,” or Proposition 13, that limited
property tax to one percent of the full cash
value … and limited property tax increases to
no more than two percent each year. Prop. 13
has provided much needed stability in terms of
state revenue while also protecting citizens and
their businesses from constant tax increases at
the whim of out-of-control politicians.

Now, Prop. 13 is under attack. Politi-
cians have placed a ballot measure on the
November 2020 ballot to massively raise
taxes on commercial and industrial proper-
ties. Worse, they shamelessly disguised the
measure as a way to give more money to
schools – which already receive over $60 bil-

lion, almost one-third of the entire state
budget.

This attack – called Split Roll – would
take Prop. 13 protections AWAY from
commercial and industrial properties. While
you may breathe a sigh of relief that the
property tax rate on your home won’t
change, it is not safe: Sacramento will be all
too eager to raise YOUR property taxes dur-
ing the next election cycle if this passes.

If Split Roll passes, the impact will be
felt by working families all over the state.
Help Reform California by building the
coalition to fight back. Be a part of our effort
and get your local community involved.
We’re also raising the funds to mount a
strong opposition campaign to this danger-
ous ballot measure. Spread the word. Ex-
plain to your family and friends about this
horrible ballot measure. Remember, voters
across the political spectrum support and
rely on the current protections in Prop. 13.

Visit ReformCalifornia.org.
Visit www.teapartypatriots.org for

more information.
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HIGH QUALITY

555599--445544--88006600

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336

559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service

• Equipment

• Supplies

• Residential

• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial

• Locally Owned

SINCE

1980

BONDED &

INSURED

LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal

Color Matching

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

Store hours: 

Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00

Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS

All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders
General & Custom

Auto Service
& Repairs

Call Gina
at 559-289-3401

email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Covering
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley

Tree pruning, shaping & trimming
Tree Cabling • Tree removal

Fully Insured • 8+ Years Experience • Trained Arborist

559-347-8408 • www.cvhtc.com

call Mag Anaya Jr.

559-974-1357
Ranchos
Resident

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance

Weekly & monthly service 
(not a licensed contractor)

commercial, residential
and industrial landscaping

info@TouchOfGreenLandscape.us

CA LIC. #934774

559-242-6352call

36754 AVE. 12 •Madera Ranchos

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

660-5262
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Get Involved!

645-4001
2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m.

37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts
559-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

AArrttss  &&  CCrraaffttss  SSttuuddiioo  ••  BBiissqquuee  ••  WWoooodd  IItteemmss

Jose Lopez
559-779-0401
call

Lic. #1042108

DRIVEWAYS•SIDEWALKS•COMMERCIAL•RESIDENTIAL

(559) 645-0634  

Today!
The Ranchos Independent

RANDY BAILEY
for MORE sales tomorrow, call• TIRES

•ALIGNMENTS
• WHEEL &

TIRE 
PACKAGES

• LIFT & 
LOWERING

KITS
• FREE TIRE

MAINTENANCE

559-831-2937

HAIRCUTS

37184 AVE. 12 #104
(behind Pizza Factory)

439-2004

$13
Seniors Thursdays ONLY $11!

Plumbing • Drains • Lawn Sprinklers

559-753-8899
559-553-5733

559-553-5733

Diamond Notary

We
Notarize
ALL
Legal
Documents
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) You might be upset about having to deal with problems that are no fault of
your own. But you can turn the annoyance into an asset by showing how quickly and how well you can
resolve them.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) The Bovine's fondness for tidiness pays off when you untangle a situation
that seems hopelessly snarled. You might later be surprised to learn who will be expressing his or her gratitude.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Although you can tackle your assignment the way you prefer, it might be a
good idea to at least ask for suggestions. Who knows? One or two might even turn out to be helpful.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Make all the changes in your plans or proposals that you feel are necessary
before -- repeat, before -- you submit them to your colleagues. You'll come off looking more decisive that
way.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) You might feel a mite intimidated in a new environment, be it a job, a
classroom or meeting the future in-laws. But enter with a big smile, and everyone will see you as a real
take-charge Cat.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) This could be a romantic time for you if you can set aside your cynicism and let yourself believe
that someone really cares. If you're already in a relationship, expect your partner to be extra-loving.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) It's a good time to shed any doubts about your abilities. You've
proved yourself in the past, so why not accept that you'll do just as well, or better, in dealing with the new
challenge ahead?

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Your suspicions might be on the mark, but unless you can prove
what you assume, you need to exercise that Scorpion discretion and let events unfold without your
assistance.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Be careful not to go over the top this week. Avoid
overeating (especially of the wrong foods), or drinking too much, or working too hard. You can do it all,
but in moderation.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) A family matter is given to you to resolve because you have
the gift for bringing quarrelsome kinfolk together. But while you're playing Dr. Phil, don't neglect your
career obligations.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Someone of importance shares your goals but disagrees with your
plan to achieve them. Never mind. Defending your methods with logic and facts earns you admiration and
respect.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Consider getting away, perhaps for the weekend, despite all the
demands made on your time and energies. You'll return refreshed and ready to tackle it all with your usual
finesse.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

You have a sense of honesty that
makes people believe and trust in you.
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1. MOVIES: Which 1980s hit movie was
originally titled "When I Grow Up"?
2. BIBLE: Which book of the Bible has the
most chapters?
3. MYTHOLOGY: What were the original
names of our moon, according to the
Romans and Greeks?
4. TELEVISION: What was the name of
the president in the TV drama "The West
Wing"?
5. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which president
and first lady hosted the first Easter egg roll
on the White House lawn?
6. GEOLOGY: What is the most common
volcanic rock?
7. GEOGRAPHY: Which range of
mountains provides a boundary between
the continents of Europe and Asia?
8. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a baby
swan called?
9. LITERATURE: In which 20th-century
novel does the character of Nick Carraway
appear?
10. HISTORY: Which treaty ended World
War I?

1."Big"
2.Psalms,150
3.LunatoRomans,andSelenetoGreeks
4.JosiahBartlet
5.RutherfordandLucyHayes
6.Basalt
7.UralMountains
8.Acygnet
9."TheGreatGatsby"
10.TheTreatyofVersailles

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
Click on “Local News” at
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The regular monthly SEMCUmeetings are suspended
for the foreseeable future. Instead, the Board Members will be
holding the meeting at the regular time via teleconference

* Gloves will be provided ONE BOX PER FAMILY on a first come, first served basis
until all available gloves have been distributed.

SEMCU would like to do as much as possible
in these troubling times. Together with our community,

SEMCU will be fighting COVID-19
with our “GLOVES ON” by distributing FREE latex gloves

to the residents of Southeast Madera County.*

DISTRIBUTIONWILL TAKE PLACE AT:

37101 Avenue 12
Mondays •Wednesdays • Fridays

4 p.m. to 6 p.m. beginning Monday, April 27

FREE LATEX GLOVES!

4/
20

HELPYOURCOMMUNITY
BYPUTTINGYOURGLOVESON


