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The five candidates vying for Madera County’s District 1 Supervisor position, (from left) Ray Krause,
Mona Diaz, Gary Johns, Rochelle Noblett and Brett Frazier, answered questions and met with
voters at the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce’s Candidates’ Forum held at Ranchos Middle
School on Monday, April 7.
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In what has become a tradition at the Ranchos Independent at election time, we throw open the pages of the paper to the candidates to give you -- in their own words -- the
reasons they believe they should earn your vote. Here are statements from candidates vying for the positions of Madera County District 1 Supervisor, Madera County Sheriff,
Madera County District Attorney and Madera County Auditor/Controller. The candidates are presented here in random order. -- Editor

Supervisor

Rochelle Noblett
My name is Rochelle Noblett and I

am running to represent District 1 on the
Madera County Board of Supervisors.

I was born and raised in Madera
County and have lived in District 1 for
nearly 20 years. I raised my two sons,
Garrett and Clint, in District 1. My par-
ents, Pete and Flora Minneti, instilled in
me the value of hard work and dedica-
tion. In 1979 I took over as owner and
manager of the family business, “Pete’s
Sports Shop” of Madera, where I still
work today.

I have served as President of the
State Center Community College District
foundation board, Co-Chair of the local
Wounded Warriors club, President of the
Kiwanis Club, and many other leadership
positions in Madera County. I have al-
ways taken great pleasure in giving back
and serving my community.

As the Supervisor for District 1, I
will eliminate wasteful spending and pro-
tect taxpayers, work to make Madera
County attractive for job-creators and
long-term investment, protect agriculture
and work to secure a reliable water sup-
ply for farmers and communities, and en-
sure public safety has the resources
necessary to keep Madera County fami-
lies safe.

I am proud to be endorsed by
Madera County Sheriff John Anderson,
respected agriculture leaders like Phil,
Stan, and Gary Oberti, Steve and Susie
Ficklin, and many, many more.

It’s time we had a supervisor who is
from the Ranchos. I’ve lived here for 28
years. Only Mona Diaz and I have actu-

Please see SUPES on P. 13

I love this community. It would be
my honor to represent my friends and
neighbors on the Madera County Board
of Supervisors.

Ray Krause
How many of you are going to vote

for the candidate with the most campaign
signs? The best hair? The biggest smile?
The most endorsements from govern-
ment personnel? Many will because,
after all, elections are just popularity con-
tests, right?You may wish to consider the
difference between a politician and a
statesman before answering that question
and casting your vote.

On the blustery evening ofApril sev-
enth I had the privilege of speaking to
and talking with a hundred or more Ran-
chos community stakeholders at the Dis-
trict One Candidates Forum which was
kindly hosted by the GVCC. It was mod-
erated by Ranchos Independent publisher
Randy Bailey who posed the questions to
each of the five hopefuls. My own first
question to the audience was: “How
many of you think water is the most im-
portant issue?”Most hands went up with-
out hesitation. My reply was, “Yes water
is the most important current issue but the
overarching problem is an ambivalent
voter base (none of whom were in this
audience) and wishy-washy self-serving
politicians.” But for them, we could be
well on our way to pro-actively manag-
ing our community and county-wide is-
sues. I was not about to insult anyone’s
intelligence by parroting the evening’s

preferred political rhetoric. It’s one thing
to regurgitate the obvious and quite an-
other to be able to offer and apply real
life solutions.

We all want a safe, economically
healthy community with a transparent
and pro-active government which works
within its means and constitutionally
legal authority. I am a California native
living and working in District One since
1995. Since 1987 I have held the licenses
required to create and preserve wealth for
hundreds of clients and associates. I have
found that my personal growth has al-
ways been a direct result of elevating
those around me. I am a U.S. Army vet-
eran and a member of Madera VFWPost
1981. As your District One Planning
Commissioner my focus was on preserv-
ing our way of life while encouraging
employment and investment through re-
sponsible economic growth.

I am a past president and current di-
rector for your Yosemite Sierra Visitors
Bureau. Oh yes, and I am a winemaker
in District One by profession and by
choice.

My motivation is my respect for our
diverse populace, rural atmosphere, agri-
cultural superiority and natural resources.
My goal is to help guide Madera County
along an orderly, attractive and sustain-
able path. My trusted advisors are of
greatly diverse nationality, race, politics,
gender, occupation and economic status.
They represent District One and Madera
County as a whole.

I support Proposition 13 and our
Second Amendment rights. I would like
to see four year degrees conferred at the
Community College level and I contend
that all school curriculum choices should
be made locally. I have vigorously and
publically opposed the High Speed Rail
scheme from its inception. Not only have
we been bullied and deceived, we simply
cannot afford it. The State’s confiscation
of private property is, in my opinion, just
legalized theft. The right to farmmust be
respected and actively protected forever.

We need to fund expansions of our
Public Safety personnel. New buildings
are fine but it’s the people out there tak-
ing the risks that get the jobs done and
keep Madera County one of the safest in
the state. I know the difference between
an investment and an expense. Let’s in-
vest in our people first.

I hope that you all will take a really
hard look at your candidate choices (and
the choices that they have made) then hire
the person you want supervising your
family’s freedom and financial future.
Hire a person who can not only win in
this election but who can also stand up
and hold true to their (and your) values in
the competitive arena of ideas after the
election. I believe that my business experi-
ence, personal resolve and fiscal ethics will
make a positive contribution to our journey
into the future together. I have no doubt
that when the smoke clears on June 4th, the
good people of District One will get ex-
actly the representation that they deserve.
I’m hoping that it’s me and would like to
thank you in advance for your kind con-
sideration and your vote.

Ray Krause, Candidate
Supervisor District One
www.krauseforsupervisor.com
559-281-5810

Gary Johns
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3VFeed.com•facebook.com/3VFeed•3VFeed.com•facebook.com/3VFeed•3VFeed.com

“Quality & Customer Service is Our Motto” • We are YOUR Feed Store! all prices exp. 5/31/14
except where noted and
are subject to change

3V Feed is your premier hay supplier of Alfalfa, Orchard Grass,
Oat Hay, Timothy Hay, Wheat Hay, Sudan Grass, Straw and others!

Current Hay Prices per Bale

Orchard Grass .......................................................
Timothy Hay...........................................................
Oat Hay (Heavy bale; Oregon) .........................................
Alfalfa ...................................................................
Wheat Hay ...........................................................
Rice Straw ............................................................
Wheat Straw .........................................................

$21.99
$20.99
$18.99
$17.49 (and up)
$13.49 (and up)
$8.49
$7.49

(All hay prices per bale and subject to change)

Summer Hours: Monday-Saturday 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.; Sunday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Madera Ranchos We are YOUR Store!

We Sell Hens
Separate!

on THURSDAYS
& FRIDAYS ONLY :
1 Lb. of FREE Chick
Starter with EACH
Chick Purchase

ALFALF
A CUBE

S

(when
you bu

y

a ton o
r more

)$389/ton
4-WAY C.O.B.

CORN • OATS • BARLEY
(SWEET)

75 LB. BAG
$16.99

It’s
CHICK
Season

We have a
great selection
of animals at

great prices ...

While
Supplies
Last ...

Call for
INFO!

$100 the purchase of
ANY NEW SADDLE

in stock
Western or Spanish *With this coupon ONLY

Check out our full tack selectionOFF*

GET 2% CASH BACK
3V FEED

Rewards Card

on ALL purchases

activate yourAmerica’s Choice

ECO FLAKE

$5.49
wood shavings

per bag

$19.99
Lay

Crumble

80 lb.
Bag

District Attorney

Michael Keitz

It has been my personal and profes-
sional privilege to serve the people of
Madera County as your District Attorney
since 2009. I would like to tell you a little
about myself and the Madera County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office.

The District Attorney is the county’s
chief law enforcement officer. Our office re-
ceives between 8,000 and 10,000 criminal
cases annually, from over 30 different law
enforcement agencies. With a total staff of
37, including deputy district attorneys, in-
vestigators and clerical staff, we are respon-
sible for holding those who commit crimes
in Madera County responsible for their ac-
tions, and protecting the rights of their vic-
tims.

I have been involved in law enforce-

ment in Madera County, first as a volunteer
reserve deputy sheriff, and later as a deputy
district attorney for over 34 years. During
my tenure as your District Attorney, my
steadfast focus has been on public safety.
Our office aggressively prosecutes criminals
who threaten the safety and our way of life
in Madera County. I am very proud of the
work my office is doing, and for the privi-
lege of leading a staff of very talented and

Please see D.A. on P. 21
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WIN FREE PROPANE!

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________
Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2014. Delivery must be by August 31, 2014.

Must be a Valley Propane customer.

WIN 125 GALLONS OF PROPANE

MMAAIILL  TTOO::  VVaalllleeyy  PPrrooppaannee  ••  3377222211  AAvvee..  1122  ##11DD
MMaaddeerraa,,  CCAA  9933663366
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Letters

Dear Editor:
Monday night I attended the Madera Ran-

chos Candidate forum for Supervisor District 1.
I was impressed with the turnout, as there ap-
peared to be about 100 people at the Ranchos
Middle School for the event. I was not, however,
impressed with some of the candidates. It
sounded like a typical press conference; non-sub-
stantive platitudes filled the air. The only candi-
date, in my view, that was prepared to speak to
the issues and answer questions with facts and
experience was Ray Krause. He seems to be well
versed on the water issues that plague our com-
munity and, even more important, was more vi-
sionary in his commitment to look for solutions.
Most of the other candidates spent the majority of
their comment time bloviating about mistakes
that have been made and wishes and dreams
about how things should be.
I want a representative that understands the

issues, does his homework and is creative in his
approach to dealing with issues that affect not
only the Ranchos, but the county as a whole. I
think the cream rose to the top last night and I
feel better knowing I have at least one choice for
Supervisor who doesn’t need the paycheck, but
truly wants to facilitate policy that will serve
Madera County well into the future.

Laura LaPorte
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:
You never get a second chance to make a

first impression, so the saying goes. Well I had
my “first impression” of a certain male candidate
when he visited my home and I felt it was worth
writing about. I was polite and allowed the intro-
ductions. It was obvious he wasn’t going to be a
good listener from the start. Then, he came right
out and told me: “Your vote is a wasted vote.”
This was his response when I told him who had
my solid vote for Supervisor District 1.
Can you imagine? My vote – a wasted vote.
This candidate running to represent MY in-

terests and MY concerns insulted me, interrupted
me, was rude, arrogant, extremely boastful and
even resorted to name calling of another candi-
date, right on my front lawn! And it was the first
time I had ever met him! Each time I attempted
to express a thought or opinion, he would talk
over me, not listening to me at all. And when he
was finished bragging about all of his accom-
plishments in the area, how “well known” and
“involved” he was, I said that I had never met
him – never even heard of him. Then, he pro-
ceeded to show me a list of all his endorsers and
told me that there was no way he “couldn’t win.”
In other words, he had this one in the bag. Well,
I don’t know about that, but I do know that I have
lived here for almost 20 years, raised four kids
here, been involved in everything related to their
lives – sports, education and many community

events as well – and I had never even heard of
him. 
Contemplating this letter, I resolved to write

about my experience because I believe the Ran-
chos folks are a certain breed of people: good
people, humble, respectful and down to earth,
hearty “share-what-you-need” types. We deserve
better than the same old type of politician again.
We deserve to keep our Ranchos the great and
awesome community it is. We deserve an intel-
ligent man, well spoken, articulate, financially
wise and witty; a kind man with a giving and
humble spirit and an extraordinary sense of
humor. We deserve to continue the Ranchos
legacy with an exceptionally personable man for
supervisor. That’s why my vote, which is NOT
wasted because I am casting it for MY choice,
will be for Ray Krause. He is the “red, white and
true blue” man for the job. For our Ranchos
Community, let’s protect our legacy and cast our
vote for a fresh and “focused on us, not himself”
face. If you have yet to meet this great guy, please
do yourself a pleasurable favor and take the time
to meet Ray Krause. You will also find the above
description of Ray to be true. Your vote does mat-
ter and I am certain you will find Ray an excep-
tionally worthy candidate of that vote.

Sarita Johnson 
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:
As a 14-year resident in the Bonadelle Ran-

chos and with the upcoming elections for board
of supervisor, I’m a big supporter of Brett Fra-
zier for District 1. With Brett Frazier’s experience
from serving as mayor and on the Madera City
Council, he brings youth and energy to the
Madera Ranchos, something I haven’t seen in a
board supervisor since I moved here. Brett won’t
leave us with empty handed promises; he under-
stands giving us his word when it comes to de-
livering what the Ranchos needs.
Brett is a big supporter of law enforcement

and fire. When the City of Madera was looking
into cutting these critical services, Brett firmly
opposed these cuts. He knows what it means to
protect the citizens and the vital role law en-
forcement and fire have in accomplishing that
task. Our services in the Ranchos are poorly
funded and understaffed and don’t met the needs
of the citizens. As a firefighter in the community
I can’t tell you how frustrating it is to be on a fire
engine by yourself and show up to a call that
needs three to four firefighters. I have waited
countless seconds and minutes for others to come
help. I think we can all agree when you call for
help every second counts and, although not uti-
lized by everyone every day, it’s an essential serv-
ice to the community to have and be properly
supported. Bret supports more staffing on the fire

Please see LETTERS on P. 23
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By Randy Bailey

OK, so maybe I got a little carried
away with the headline on the cover of this
month’s Ranchos Independent. I ask the
question, “The future of Madera County is
in our hands ... what will we do with it?”

It seems like every election ofmy adult
life, or at least for the last 20 years, has had
some pundit somewhere calling it “... the
most important election of our lifetime!”

I don’t know about that. Pretty much
seems like if you’re a Democrat and the
Republicans are in power, then that elec-
tion is the most important of your lifetime.
And of course if you’re a Republican and
the Democrats are in power, well that has to
be the most important election of your life-
time. I guess an argument could be made
by either side in either one of those scenar-
ios that if you’re a member of the party in
power, keeping your party in power could
make that the most important election of
your lifetime. It just never ends.

The point I was trying tomake is that in
Madera County, particularly in District 1
where we reside, the Ranchos is THE vot-
ing bloc.We are the ones that all of the can-
didates know they have to get in order to
win. The reason why? The people in the
Ranchos get out and vote.

We actually do something about it.
Here’s something that will blow your

mind:We think of ourselves as this quiet lit-
tle country community whose “downtown”
is just a wide spot in the road.We’ve got to

drive 20 to 30 minutes in any direction just
to go to a movie, the pharmacy or a post of-
fice for cripes sake.We can’t buy a new set
of tires, a new living room set or a brand
new car anywhere out here, and yet in Dis-
trict 1, WE are the population center.

The population center?
I’ll wait while your mind un-blows.
What that means, quite literally, is that

for all intents and purposes, much ofMadera
County’s future does rest in our hands. But
here’s where the mind blowing kicks into
high gear. Let’s assume, and these are purely
ballpark figures, that there are approximately
10,000 people living in the Ranchos. We
could probably safely assume that 50 percent
of those people are of voting age, 18 or older,
giving us a potential voting pool of about
5,000 people. Now, not all of them are good,
dutiful citizenswho are registered to vote. I’m
sure they have their reasons. And I’m sure
when things go in the political crapper they
keep their mouths shut, right? Anyway, let’s
assume 70 percent of those eligible are regis-
tered to vote. That gives us 3,500 people in
the Ranchos that can effect change andmake
a difference ... except all 3,500 don’t get out
and do their civic duty. In a non-presidential
election, like this primary coming June 3,
election prognosticators figure only some-
where between 30 and 40 percentwill get out
and actually vote.Using an average of 35per-
cent, that means that the future of Madera
County rests in 1,225 peoples’hands.

Not bad, huh? Still singing that same
old, limp song about, “My vote doesn’t

Save the Drama for your Mama

“ For this Nation to remain true to
its principles, we

cannot allow
any American's

vote to be
denied, diluted,
or defiled. The
right to vote is

the crown
jewel of
American

liberties, and
wewill not

see its luster
diminished. ”

Editorial

count”? How would you feel about your
Lotto chances if the odds were 1,225 to 1?
I don’t know about you but I’d probably
be out in the garage with the tape measure
making sure the soon-to-be-purchased
‘Vette was going to fit just right.

If the five District 1 Supervisorial
candidates got to evenly divide this hy-
pothetical Ranchos “Bloc,” they would
each get 245 votes. If two of them went
crazy and one got 247 and the other got
246 votes, there are your two finalists for
the general election in November.

Do the right thing. Read up on the is-
sues. Ask the candidates questions. Hold
their feet to the fire. Talk to your friends.
Talk to your neighbors. Sign up for an ab-
sentee ballot if you think you won’t make
it on election day, or do like I do and
show up at your polling place on election
day so you can get that cool “I Voted”
sticker to put on your shirt.

Just do it ... and save the drama for
your Mama.
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I take the charge of running for District Attorney very seriously. The people of Madera County deserve leadership and
accountability from their elected officials. I have practiced law for nearly 40 years including cases before the U.S. Supreme
Court, served in the United States Navy and retired with the rank of Commander, built a small business, and have been ac-
tive in the community. I have been encouraged by hundreds of citizens in Madera County to run to be your next District At-
torney, and recently filed paperwork to formally put my name on the ballot.

I am honored to have the people whose signatures appear in this ad who have signed in support of my candidacy in the
upcoming election.

I pledge to run a clean campaign based upon facts and the record. However, the people must know why I’ve decided to
run for this critical office.

The theme of my campaign is “Restore the Public Trust,” and the following reasons are why I’m challenging Michael
Keitz in the June 3rd primary election:

1. Mr. Keitz has cost the taxpayers over $1,500,000 because of lawsuits related to hostile working conditions for
employees in his office.
2. Under Mr. Keitz’s leadership there has been nearly 100% turnover in the DA’s office in just over five years
which is a detriment to Madera County’s criminal justice system.
3. Mr. Keitz is directly responsible for the loss of Madera County’s most experienced and accomplished prosecutors
because of poor leadership and working conditions in the District Attorney’s office.
4. Contrary to Mr. Keitz’s statement that turnover in the District Attorney’s Office is because of higher pay, it is
because of dissatisfaction with his management of the office.
5. Mr. Keitz sued the people and taxpayers of Madera County to cover up an investigative hostile work
environment report known as the Rowley Report which summarizes the intolerable working conditions in the
District Attorney’s Office.
6. Mr. Keitz used $40,000 in taxpayer money to pay his legal fees to cover up the Rowley Report.
7. In recent history, Mr. Keitz is the only Madera County District Attorney who has never personally prosecuted a
case in court while serving as District Attorney.
8. While Mr. Keitz has been “steering the ship” it appears that he spends time writing press releases, attending
political meetings and ribbon cuttings during office hours when he should be in the courtroom providing leadership.
9. Mr. Keitz stopped in-house continuing legal education that provided critical training to prosecutors.
10. Due to Mr. Keitz not personally handling cases, some serious felonies, including murders and arson, are assigned
to attorneys with no prior experience in these types of cases.

4/
14

Click on “Local News” at
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So now tha t Eas t e r i s ove r,
and assuming you had ham, what
do you do with the lef tovers? You
can on ly make so many ham
sandwiches .

Did you know tha t Apr i l i s
Nat iona l Gr i l led Cheese Month?

Gri l l ed Cheese and Ham
Sandwich

A bas ic rec ipe fo r two sand-
wiches is :

Four s l ices of good sandwich
bread – Whi te , who le whea t , o r
even rye or sourdough.

Enough cheese fo r two sand-
wiches – your cho ice : chedda r,
Swiss , provolone , or even br ie .

Ham – as much as you wan t
for the two sandwiches .

Hea t a g r idd le o r f ry ing pan
to med ium hea t . (Yea r s ago we
had a waff l e maker tha t you
cou ld take ou t the waff l e p la t e s
and inse r t f l a t p l a t e s , and i t be -
came a wonder fu l sandwich
maker – awesome! ) Bu t t e r one
s ide of two s l ices of bread . With
the bu t t e red s ide down (migh t
use a p iece of waxed pape r so
you won’t mess up your counter )
s t a r t bu i ld ing the sandwiches .
Beg in wi th some of the cheese ,
then the ham and more cheese .
Bu t t e r the two remain ing s l i ces
of bread on one side and place on
the cheese , wi th the but tered s ide
up . P lace sandwiches in the
hea ted pan and cook un t i l b read
i s toas t ed on bo th s ides , and
cheese i s ooz ing ou t the edges .
Th i s shou ld take abou t 2 or 3
minutes . How about making th i s
your s igna ture sandwich – add a
coup le o f s l i ce s f r i ed bacon –
s l iced tomatoes – or even raw or
gr i l led s l iced sweet red onion .

Ham and Pota to Casserole
2 C Pota toes , cubed
2 C Ham, cubed
1 (15 .25 ounce) whole kerne l

corn , dra ined
¼ C fine ly minced pars ley
¼ C but te r
1 T chopped onion
1/3 C al l -purpose f lour
1 ¾ C milk
1/8 tsp . Black Pepper
4 oz . cheese , gra ted
Prehea t oven to 350 degrees .
In a l a rge po t o f bo i l ing

sa l t ed wa te r, add the po ta toes
and cook un t i l t ende r, bu t s t i l l

f i rm – abou t 15 minu tes . Dra in
and cool .

In l a rge bowl mix po ta toes ,
ham, corn and par s l ey – se t
as ide . In sauce pan wi th medium
hea t , me l t the bu t t e r, add the
chopped on ions and sau té fo r
about 2 minutes s t i r in the f lour
and b lend wel l . Us ing a whisk ,
g radua l ly add the mi lk and s t i r
un t i l smoo th . Br ing to a bo i l ,
cook and s t i r fo r 2 minu tes . Re-
move from heat and pour over the
pota to mixture . S t i r to mix wel l .

Pour in to g reased 11x7
greased bak ing pan . Cover wi th
fo i l and bake for 25 minutes . Re-
move fo i l and cove r po ta toes
wi th the cheese and bake for an-
o the r 5 to 10 minu tes o r un t i l
cheese is mel ted .

Do you l ike pas t a wi thou t a
r ich tomato sauce?

Pasta Carbonara
8 ounces pas ta – spaghet t i or

l inguine
3 s l ices bacon, chopped
½ pound ham, cubed
1 smal l onion , chopped
2 C sl iced mushrooms
3 T Marsa la**
3 T But te r
Sa l t & pepper to tas te
¼ C gra ted parmesan
Cook pas t a accord ing to

package di rec t ions .
In a l a rge sk i l l e t , b rown the

bacon . When a lmos t c r i sp , add
the ham and cook 3 minu tes .
Us ing s lo t t ed spoon , remove the
bacon and ham to a paper towel -
l ined pla te to dra in .

Add onions and mushrooms to
pan and sauté for 3 minutes . Re-
tu rn bacon and ham to pan . Add
Marsa l a to pan and s immer 2
minu tes . Add bu t t e r and remove
from heat .

Af t e r cook ing the pas t a ,
d ra in , r e se rv ing abou t a cup of
the pas t a wa te r. Add dra ined
pas t a to sk i l l e t and ad jus t sa l t
and pepper and toss . Spr ink le
wi th the bas i l and pa rmesan
cheese , and toss aga in . I f you

Hamming Up Leftovers

by Jean Briner

Please see RECIPE on P. 13

4/
14
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It’s the unfortunate burden of the, shall
we say numerically mature, to be underes-
timated by the young. It’s assumed that once
you reach a certain age, your only place in
society is running people over in the elec-
tric scooters at the grocery store or eating
dinner at three in the afternoon, talking the
server’s ear off about what things were like
in your day.You might as well hand in your
car keys, find your favorite pair of slippers,
turn on the weather channel and begin the
slow transmogrification into the recliner, be-
cause it’s all over but the complaining As
my own number ticks up each year, I gain a
different understanding of what it means to
be “old” but I’m not immune to the same
misguided assumptions most young people
make regarding what people of a certain age
can and cannot do. I never really knew I ex-
hibited that particular mindset because I’ve
been telling my parents for years that they
are only as old as they act, but evidently I
just mean they can wait to have dinner until
7 and they shouldn’t wear their pants up
around their armpits.

My unrealized ageism came to light
when I was invited to see a show called the
Follies during a weekend trip to Palm
Springs. I had heard of it, had seen the fly-
ers – it’s an old-fashioned variety type show
where the women wear skimpy costumes
with over-the-top headdresses and there are
enough sequins on everyone to blanket the
entire California coastline. The difference
between this show and what you might find
in Vegas is the collective age of the cast. I
didn’t do the math, but it is a pretty big num-
ber. The cast members, every one of them,
are at least 55 years old. No thank you. Old
people can do whatever they want, but I
draw the line at watching them perform on
stage in bedazzled bikinis. I can’t wear a
bikini, what makes grandma think she can?
Pilates, that’s what. But I digress. I’ve never
had an interest in seeing this show because,
honestly, I couldn’t imagine it being any
good. When my grandfather called me up
and invited me to go with him to see it, as
much as I wanted to politely decline, I re-
luctantly agreed to go. I figured it was only
one afternoon, it was time with my grand-
father, and he was paying.

I wasn’t prepared for what I saw. Well,
I sort of was, but I wasn’t prepared to like it.
I honestly thought I would be bombarded
with visions of hunchbacks and sagging,
wrinkled skin tucked into leotards. Let’s be
honest, a lot of skin on that stage was
tucked, but in this case it was medically en-
gineered. The cast looked amazing. Beauti-
ful women, handsome men, all fighting
against society’s urge to put them on an ice-
berg and sail them off into the Pacific be-

cause they were on the downside of some
imaginary hill Hollywood dreamed up that
says your worth is inversely proportionate
to your age.

Honestly, at first I had trouble believing
that the cast was made up of a 55-plus
crowd.They didn’t look it and theymost cer-
tainly didn’t move like it. There was a mo-
ment when I thought maybe I had been
hoodwinked. They claimed to only show-
case entertainers 55 and older, but I started
thinking, perhaps that was a marketing ploy.
But as each cast member dropped their age
on the audience like a bomb, I about fell out
of my chair. There was no false advertise-
ment here.Therewere people on that stage in
their 70s and 80s. Let me say that again: 70s
and 80s. Mind. Blown.

I had no doubt that the singing part of
the event would be lovely, I mean, you
don’t really think of vocal chords aging,
right? But watching people old enough to
be my grandparents shimmy, shake, and
gyrate was nothing like I imagined. Im-
pressed isn’t a strong enough word to de-
scribe the emotion that came over me as I
watched these silver foxes and hens blow
the stereotype of what “old” people can do
out of the solar system. I spent most of the
show either laughing to the point of crying,
or sitting there with my jaw flopping onto
my knees in utter amazement.

Of course, the downside to this new re-
alization that you can do whatever you want
at whatever age is that my parents now have
to contendwithme trying to dress themup in
fathers and rhinestones so they can reenact
the show for me. I keep telling them that
since I’ve now seen people twice their age
do it, they have no excuse.

They aren’t buying it.
They’re trying to argue that when you

get older you just can’t do what you used
to do anymore. That’s a bunch of hooey,
because I have now seen that “old” people
can, in fact, can-can. I’m a reformed
ageist, there is no doubt in my mind now
that age ain’t nothing but a number. I have
found the evidence, and it is dancing
nightly in a vintage theater in Palm
Springs.

Turns Out They Can-Can
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Hi. My name is Todd Miller and I paid for this ad so you will know who you are voting for on June 3. I am a candidate for
the Office of Madera County Auditor Controller. You may have never heard of this office but it is vitally important to you.
TTHHEE  PPRROOBBLLEEMMSS
•  The County financial reports are issued
a year late. 
•  The Auditor/Controller should be
auditing all other County departments.
Hasn’t happened in years. No one is watching
the store and your tax dollars.
•  This office accounts for about 140
Special Districts.  You may be in one.  No
information about these accounts.

TTHHEE  RREESSUULLTTSS
•  County services such as road repairs and
criminal prosecutions are dropped or
delayed for lack of money flowing from the
State.
•  Nobody is checking to see if County
departments are properly spending your
money.
•  Lack of transparency to the people
about how the County spends their money. 

TTHHEE  FFIIXX
•  Job 1 is to get the books in order to get
the money flowing back to our County.
•  Immediately implement an internal
auditing group to be your financial
watchdog!
•  Put the income and expense records for
every Special District on the internet.

MMYY  SSTTAATTSS
•  37 years a Certified Public Accountant,
Managing Partner
•  Past Rotary President, Current
President Chamber of Commerce 
•  Founder of Oakhurst Boys & Girls
Club, Chairman Oakhurst Fall Festival
•  Madera County resident for over 20 years
•  Married 37 years, three Children, two
Grandchildren

II’’mm  aa  nnoo  nnoonnsseennssee  gguuyy  aanndd  II  ddoonn’’tt  mmaakkee  eexxccuusseess..    II  ffiinndd  ssoolluuttiioonnss  aanndd  ggeett  rreessuullttss..  

4/14
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You know those sayings you hated to
hear from your parents like, “If everyone
else jumped off a cliff, would you?!?” The
one I'm famous for with my kids is
“…well, when you’re the mom, then you
can decide.” This was a bummer for my
son, who will never be “the mom” but the
point was understood.

Despite the general rule that mom has
the final say, my kids had a lot of freedom in
their teen years.Often rather than giving them
acurfew, I’d ask themwhat time theyplanned
to be home. This gave them the freedom to
choose, while I retained the freedom to veto.
Fortunately for me, they earned my trust.

Eleanor Roosevelt said, “With freedom
comes responsibility.” I believe the oppo-
site is also true—being responsible pro-
motes freedom. Themore we build into our
children the virtue of responsibility the eas-
ier it is to loosen our grip at the appropriate
time. But that’s hard work!

Left to their own inclinations, kids
come home and drop their stuff at the door.
They leave snack debris all over. The bath-
room counter is coveredwith their stuff, and
there’s not a spec of carpet to be seen under
the clothes and/or toys in their bedrooms. Is
training our kids to be responsible with their
stuff just about keeping a tidy house, or is
there more to it? Marty Rossman, associate
professor of family education at the Uni-
versity ofMinnesota, conducted an in-depth
study and found that involving children in
household tasks can have a positive impact
later in life. Assigning tasks to children as
young as three years old, enhances and
builds a sense of responsibility, competence,
self-reliance and self-worth that stays with
them throughout their lives.

If Rossman’s study is true, then bymak-
ing our children’s lives easier now, by letting
things go or doing things for them, we are
creating incompetence, reliance on others,
and a low self-worth—not tomention either
living with their mess, or wearing ourselves
out picking up after them.

So, if it’s time for a change in your
household, here are some tips to make it
happen.

First make sure you and your spouse
are in agreement as to what “clean and or-
ganized” looks like. Having a partner in this

From Chores to Success

task is worth compromising your standards.
It’s also important that you’re both commit-
ted to doing what you’re asking your chil-
dren to do. The “do as I say and not as I do”
saying just doesn’t cut it as effective parent-
ing. If your children are of age to under-
stand, have a familymeetingwhere you talk
about your new organizing plan and what
Dad’s, Mom’s and the kids’ parts will be.
You might start small with just having each
family member put his/her backpack, brief-
case, purse, coat and shoes in designated
places before dinner. Talk about the benefits
— like not having to search for your things
in the morning or having to move them to
sit on the couch, or eat dinner.

While I don’t advocate paying kids for
every chore, you might want to set up a
family goal such as, if everyone does it
every day for a week, you have a special
Saturday breakfast, or go out for ice cream.
An alternative is to have a fine for anyone
(even parents) who doesn’t follow through.
Kids get a kick out of “catching” Dad or
Mom messing up.

Consider having a weekly family fol-
low-up meeting to review progress and
eventually add new areas of organizing.Ask
for your kids’ input as to what area the fam-
ily should tackle next—bathroomcounters,
bedrooms? Give plenty of time for the fam-
ily to have a few weeks of success with one
area before introducing another. Whenever
you introduce a new task, walk through the
chore with your kids so that they are very
clear on what is expected and how to do it.

The challenge is consistency. I likewhat
Joanna Weaver says on this: “Consistency
doesn’tmean perfection; it simplymeans not
giving up.” The delayed gratification is
worth it all when you’re able to release your
children as responsible, competent, and self-
reliant adults.

WE’RE ON THE WEB!

www.TheRanchos.com

Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.
Get fully downloadable back issues of the Ranchos
Independent (beginning with April 2006). Learn how
you can add your Ranchos-area business to this site! 4/

14
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Self-Help Legal Document Assistant
•
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Madera County LDA Reg. 2010001R • Exp. 8/10/14

Judith L. Locatelli
Legal Document Assistant • Notary Public

“I am not an attorney. I can only provide
self-help services at your specific direction.”

Estate Planning • Family Law
... and more

Call for an Appointment

559-395-4640 office • 559-908-4600 cell
www. JudysLegalDocumentService.Com
11874 Road 36½ • Madera, CA • 93636

•

HappyMother’s Day

Judy’s Legal Document
Service fee l i t i s a l i t t l e too dry, add a l i t -

t l e o f the pas t a wa te r un t i l I t i s
the way you l ike i t . Serve wi th ad-
d i t iona l parmesan .

** I f you don’t have Marsa l a ,
you migh t use ch icken s tock as a
subs t i tu te .

I hope and pray tha t your
Easter was blessed for each of you
and your fami l i e s . Af t e r church
we wen t ove r to my s i s t e r ’s fo r
d inne r. We had a wonder fu l t ime
even though al l the fami ly wasn’t
ab le to be the re . As fami ly mem-
ber s g row up and move away, o r
have fami l ies of the i r own, tha t i s
to be expec ted .

RECIPE cont. from P. 8

ally been a part of this community longer
than 9 months.

I have the most countywide experience.
I have served you for four years on the
County Planning Commission, five years on
the County General Plan Committee and 10
years as a Chaplain at the Juvenile Hall.
These are three of the toughest jobs in the
County. The County Planning Commission
and County General Plan Committee are the
major training grounds to becoming a
County Supervisor, since they are the same
duties Supervisors preform. No one else
comes close to being this prepared.

As proof I'm the local guy, I have the
endorsements of over 40 local businesses,
Chamber President Virginia Vick, three past
Chamber Presidents, retired Fire Captain
Chuck Hoover, two City Councilmen, a
County Supervisor and finally I have the en-
dorsement of State Assemblyman Jim Pat-
terson.

The last qualification I believe you
should consider is of the heart. I want to pre-
serve for our children and grandchildren
what I truly love about this area and that's
our “rural way of life.” My name is Gary
Johns and with your vote I can do this.

SUPES cont. from P. 2
Page 13

Mona Diaz
I have been a Madera Ranchos resident

for 34 years and owned a nursery business
there for 20 years. I currently own and work
as a Director of Marketing in our family
trucking business and a founding and cur-
rent Board President of Golden Valley Uni-
fied School District.

I have a long history of volunteer com-
munity service, and a reputation for getting
things done. I wish to continue with that
public service as your next County Super-
visor.

I was the second President of the
Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce and
President of the Madera County School
Boards Association from 2005 to 2010 and
past President of the Madera Ranchos Ki-
wanis Club. My experience in the massive
undertaking of creating Golden Valley Uni-
fied School District proves me to be more

Please see SUPES on P. 15
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Michael is committed to attack the major
issues facing Madera County in the future:

1. Crime affecting Agriculture

2. Mitigating the effects of the future growth
along the Highway 41 Corridor and
enhancing the Department’s presence in the
Ranchos.

3. Mitigating the effects of Gangs and the
hundreds of felons that will be released into
our community by the State due to AB109,
the early State prisoner release program.

Michael Salvador qualifications:
26 Years of Law Enforcement Experience, 20 years serving the citizens of Madera

County. Promoted by Sheriff Anderson to Undersheriff.

Active in the Community:
Member of the Madera Rotary Club and the Kiwanis Club of Greater Madera.

Policy Experience:
6 years serving the community as a trustee for the Madera Unified School district.

4-14

LEGAL NOTICE
“MADERA COUNTY HAS DECLARED THAT THE GROWTH

AND ACCUMULATION OF WEEDS IN THE UNINCORPORATED
AREAS OF THE COUNTY POSES A FIRE SAFETY AND PUBLIC
HEALTH RISK AND THEREFORE HAS DECLARED WEEDS A
SEASONALAND RECURRING NUISANCE. THE RESPONSIBILITY
TO ABATE SUCH NUISANCE LIES WITH THE INDIVIDUAL
PROPERTY OWNER. THIS YEAR THIS NUISANCE MUST BE
ABATED ON OR BEFORE MAY 1, 2014.”

Due to theweed regrowth and the continual hazard throughout the summer
HAZARDABATEMENTMUSTBEMAINTAINEDTHROUGHOUTTHE
FIRE SEASON. This may require REDISCING/HAZARD ABATEMENT
MORE THANONCEASWEEDSANDHAZARDSMAYRETURN.

4/14

The Bookshelf

By Kalani Torres

Flatlander’s is coming. We are still
looking for pop-up tents to use for our
book sale. We are also looking for vol-
unteers that day. We are super excited for
this year and we hope you are too. We
hope you all will come out on May 10
for the Flatlander’s Craft Fair and Pa-
rade. For more information please feel
free to call us.

It’s now time for some business stuff.
One of the Library’s big functions

each year is our Summer Reading Pro-
gram. Once a week for six weeks each
summer, we bring in guest speakers to ed-
ucate, entertain and promote reading skills
for the children in our local community.
Each child is encouraged to read as many
books as possible during the program.
Staff tracks the books read on a weekly
basis. There are weekly prizes for partic-
ipation and also several grand prizes for
participation throughout the entire Sum-
mer Program.

The library relies on donations from
local businesses and individuals to help
cover the cost of prizes and performers.
This year we are excited due to last year’s
huge response. If you or anyone you
know would like to help sponsor the sum-
mer reading program please contact the li-
brary. Any and all donations toward the
summer reading program are greatly ap-
preciated. This year’s theme is “Paws to
Read.”We are excited about the perform-
ers that will be coming out. This is such a
fun and busy time for the library and we
can’t wait.

Let me tell you how cool and impor-
tant I think the summer reading program
is. When I was a little kid it was what I

looked forward to. We would go get our
books and log our reading progress. It was
always my favorite time of year for an ex-
cuse to read as many books as I could to
get the hours or pages I needed to fill out
the log. I’m pretty sure I found my love
of reading during the summer. I can’t say
how important it is to encourage kids to
read at a young age. This gives them a
chance to find a favorite author, a favorite
series, a favorite character or just fall in
love with books. In an age where every-
thing can be found online, finding your
favorite book and getting lost in it during
summer vacation cannot be found online,
which I think shows you how awesome it
is: the internet can’t even capture it. I
mean that’s rare and a pretty amazing
thing. Plus, parents, they can read inside
where it’s nice and cool this summer.
Bonus: they can also read outside so you
can have a quite house.

Please consider donating to the li-
brary for the summer reading program.
It’s an awesome opportunity to support
the kids of the Ranchos community by en-
couraging them to check out the library
and fall in love with reading.

Happy reading.

Everything is Around the Corner

The Madera Ranchos Library
37167 Ave. 12

645-1214
Sunday and Monday Closed

Tuesday 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday

11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Friday and Saturday

11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
www.MaderaCountyLibrary.org

36734 AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTO ACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

4/14

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing
Sports Physicals only $25!
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Over 10 Sets on Display • Lifetime Warranty
$199* Installation Special

443311--11331111
10130 HWY 41, Madera

*prices subject to change

4/
14
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Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent 

qualified. The scope of that project included
finances, safety, land acquisitions, con-
struction, negotiations and creating perma-
nent jobs for over 200 people and many
indirect jobs. Between being on the School
Board and working with our family truck-
ing business, I have had the opportunity to
meet and discuss issues that arise with
Local, State and Federal politicians and
government officials on a regular basis.
Golden Valley was once an idea and we as
a community came together to build the
best schools the Central Valley has to offer.
For 16 straight years I was re-elected by our
community because of the great progress
we as a School Board made and I will carry
this progress to the entire County of Madera
if elected. 

We have water challenges, safety con-
cerns and a need to create more jobs that
must be addressed with results. I have a
strong desire to continue to make District
One Madera County a better place to live,
work and raise a family. 

I look forward to serving you on the
Board of Supervisors, and I welcome your
concerns and suggestions to make Madera a

SUPES cont. from P. 13 better place to live.
Mona Diaz
President and Founding Board Member
Golden Valley Unified School District

Dear Madera County Residents,
The office of Auditor Controller is

charged with auditing the other county de-
partments, preparing financial reports for
the state and insuring that our county re-
ceives its fair share of state money. In years
past, the Auditor/Controller’s office has
been late preparing its state-mandated au-

Todd Miller

Auditor/Controller

Please see AUD/CON on P. 16
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Mighty Mites
Pee Wees

Juniors
Seniors

10, 11 & 12 year olds
12, 13 & 14 year olds

DIVISION AGE DIVISION AGE

You can REGISTER at our booth at
the Flatlanders Day Parade & Craft Fair

SATURDAY, MAY 10

Sign Up for
Ranchos Youth Football

Sign Up AFTER Flatlanders Parade
$145 Returning Player • $170 New Player

Sign Up at Flatlanders Parade 5/10/14
$120 Returning Player • $145 New Player

4/
14

For more info or questions please contact Kelley Peirsol 559-801-7301

6, 7 & 8 year olds
(6 year olds must be 6 by Nov. 30)

8, 9 & 10 year olds

Doterra Certified Pure Therapeutic Grade Essential Oils
can improve your health, increase your energy, fight viruses and so much more.

Call me to find out how these oils can help you!
Tina Shannon

Independent Product Consultant

www.mydoterra.com/tinashannon

4/14

TriEase Allergy Soft Gels
TriEase gel capsules.

All-natural allergy pills.
Call today to get yours!

645-4948 or 430-7131call

Call Tina TODAY
to get YOUR all-natural
TriEase allergy pills.

dits and, as a result, Madera County has
lost millions and been unable to apply for
many state grants. That means we’ve lost
out on funding for road maintenance, law
enforcement and other vital departments.
Enough is enough!

I’ve been a Certified Public Account-
ant for more than 30 years. I’ve built a
business on helping people manage their fi-
nances, stick to a budget and plan for the
future. I have a Bachelor of Science in Ac-
counting and currently serve as a part-time
college accounting teacher. I’m the presi-
dent of the Oakhurst Chamber of Com-
merce and a member of Rotary. As a CPA
I have clients in every part of Madera
County.

The Auditor/Controller is an inde-
pendent office which is accountable only
to you, the Citizens of our County. I am not
beholden to politicians and bureaucrats
seeking to consolidate power. Diffusion of
power is a good thing, and I will hold my
colleagues in government accountable.

My opponent maintains her CPAprac-

tice in Merced, pays her property taxes in
Merced, owns a beautiful home in Merced,
and, by her own admission, shows up late
to work. Madera government code requires
elected officials to be residents of
MADERA COUNTY. After being threat-
ened with forced resignation by County su-
pervisors, she finally rented a house in
OUR County. We pay the Auditor/Con-
troller $127,000 per year, and we deserve
much better.

As your Auditor/Controller, I pledge
to be your fiscal watchdog and take a no-
nonsense, no excuses approach to running
this department. Don’t just vote for me –
join me. The residents of Madera County
are my clients, my friends and my neigh-
bors. There is no way I will let you down.
Together we can make Madera County a
better place for all our families. I would be
honored to earn your vote. Please visit
www.miller4AC .com for more informa-
tion.

Sincerely,
Todd Miller
Candidate for Madera County Audi-

tor/Controller

AUD/CON cont. from P. 15
Page 16

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent
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The Stock Report

Flatlanders ... andMore Homes
By Audrey Stock

Hi neighbors,
I was surprised to read in the last Ran-

chos Independent that the Gateway Village
project was actually getting started. It brought
back a lot of memories about when I was on
the first GoldenValley Unified School Board
and the board members were dealing with
Castle andCooke. The school boardmembers
were trying to make sure that when the Gate-
way Village development went forward that
there would be land set aside for a school to
house the children that come with the 6,578
houses.

At that time the owner of the Gateway
Village project was Castle and Cooke (from
Hawaii) who put 10 years and a lot of money
andwork into getting all of the necessary per-
mits needed from Madera County and the
state of California to put together a master
planned community.When theU.S. went into
a depression and building stopped Castle and
Cooke went into bankruptcy and sold the
GatewayVillage project to a group called the
GatewayVillageDevelopment, LLC in 2010.

Water was always one of the big prob-
lems facing the Gateway Village project.
Someone in the Castle and Cooke group de-
cided that it would take 6,300 acre-feet of
water a year to supply the water needed for
6,578 houses. They also figured that the num-
ber of trees that are in their 2,100 acre orchard
at the present time, are using about the same
amount of water as the planned 6,578 houses
will use.

In 1987 I bought a lot in the Ranchos and
built my house. Since my land was not in the
Ranchos Water District, I had to drill a 300-
foot well. Twenty five years later I had to drill
another well. This time I had to go down to
500 feet. This happened when a new agricul-
tural well was drilled in the vineyard across
the street from my house. I was told at that
time that theMaderaRanchos sits on top of an
aquifer, which is a large underground lake of
water. Every time a new well is drilled it is

like someone putting a straw into that aquifer.
So, getting back to the Gateway Village

and the 6,578 new houses and where they are
going to get water. Can you visualize 6,578
straws going down into that aquifer to get the
water each house needs? It seems that Castle
and Cooke realized that the development
would need more water so they formed the
Root Creek Water District. Root Creek’s
ground water is severely overdrafted and the
district has no other surface supply of water.
SoGatewayVillage developers came upwith
a plan by which Root Creek Water District
would buy water from neighboring Madera
Irrigation District (MID). The only problem
is that Madera Irrigation District said that
Root Creek could only havewater if therewas
any extra water available. The Madera
County Board of Supervisors and the powers
that be in Sacramento said that there had to be
a better backup plan At this point Castle and
Cooke went looking for a different source of
water. Castle andCooke first looked to Shasta
County for water but that didn’t work so they
settled on Kern County which in a very con-
volutedway they found a source ofwater. Be-
fore the water from Millerton Lake can flow
into the Root Creek Canal from the Madera
Irrigation District, two turnouts have to be
constructed. I don’t knowwho is in charge to
make sure that that the turnouts are built by
the time the development of GatewayVillage
is built. I know that people have worked hard
to solve all of these problems.We reallywon’t
know how it will affect our area until we have
to live with it.

I hope you are getting ready for Flat-
landers Day on May 10. If you want to be in
the parade there is an application in the
GoldenValleyChamber’s full page ad inRan-
chos Independent. Fill it out then take it into
the Chamber of Commerce office onAvenue
12 by the Ranchos Café and Library. It costs
$10 to be in this very special parade. If you
want a vendor booth you need to go to the
Ranchos Library for the application to reserve
your space.

4/
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Say you saw it in
the Ranchos Independent

Lawrence Tire and Service • 224-7414
4764 N. Blackstone, Fresno

INVENTORYSALE

Call Stor
e

for DETA
ILS

Select Goodyear Tires

$160 Mai l - In Rebate
(of fer ends May 31 , 2014)
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MOCHAS • SMOOTHIES • LATTES
FRAPPES • CAPPUCCINOS • ESPRESSO
ICED COFFEE • DREYERS ICE CREAM

DONUTS • OATMEAL•BAGELS&CREAMCHEESE 10%
OFF!

4/
14

• FREE WiFi • Open Mic SAT 8-11 p.m. • BEST Coffee!

ALL prepared drinks
(expires 5-31-14)
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Beginning at 4 p.m. on May 11
Call 645-5545 for Reservations

Mother’s Day
Dinner Special

We will be OPEN on

FLATLANDERS DAY

for LUNCH & DINNER

• Lamb Shanks •
served with risotto and vegetables

$19.99 per person
or

• Lobster Dinner •
served with seafood ravioli in an
alfredo sauce and vegetables

includes dessert
$29.99 per person

37275 Ave. 12, Madera Ranchos • 645-5545
Pete & Maria’s Italian Bistro

4/
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Sunday School 9 a.m. • Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

Golden Valley Baptist Church

12414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos · 559-645-1700

Save the Date:
Vacation Bible School • June 9-13

ByPerryWatkins

“Kiwanis international is aglobal organ-
ization of volunteers dedicated to changing the
worldone child one community at a time.”

Imagine all the people … living life in
peace…youmay say I’m a dreamer, but I’m
not the only one. Actually there seem to be
very few of us lately.Are there any dreamers
out therewhowant tomake theworld a better
place? A small handful of people really can
makeadifference.Therehavebeensomevery
famous people who made really big differ-
ences by being volunteers. Garth Brooks, Tr-
ishaYearwood,TimTebow,DustinHoffman,
Brad Pitt, Greg Kinnear andmany other stars
havehelpedbuildhouseswithHabitat forHu-
manity.Peopledon’twant tobeapart of com-
munity service anymore because … well …
because of somany reasons, I suppose.

Ben Franklin created bifocals and was
one ofAmerica’s Founding Fathers. Did you
know he also created the very first volunteer
fire department? Franklin brought together a
group of 30 men in 1736 to form the Union
Fire Company to prevent massive fires in
Philadelphia. “An ounce of prevention is
worth a pound of cure,” he said. Famous
writer Agatha Christie became a nurse in the
RedCross.Shewasavolunteernurseandalso
worked in aRedCrossHospital. Ella Fitzger-
ald, the“FirstLadyofSong,” is famous forher
jazz and scat-style singing. She also sang on a
public service announcement for theMarchof
Dimes in 1958 to bring attention to the fight
against polio. Sally Ride, America’s first fe-
male astronaut, was a large supporter of the
Girl Scouts. She co-founded the Girl Scouts’
CampCEO,which pairedminority girls with
professional women. She also founded her
own organization, Sally Ride Science.

Imagine what you could accomplish in
only one hour or a few hours a year. You
probably think you would need to attend
meetings everyweekormaybeyouwould be
ostracized if you only attended intermittently.

NOPE.
Alot of people in service clubs show up

when they are needed and attend meetings
when they can. A few only show up to help
out at events.Do theymakeadifference?Well
if you ask a studentwho just received a schol-
arship, theywould probably say, “yes.”Ask a
familywhowas helpedwith transportation to
see their child in the hospital; ask the fire-
fighterswho received newemergency equip-
ment; ask kidswho receivednewbicycles for
academic achievement; ask high school stu-
dents who are working to build robots from
donated kits; ask teachers who have new
classroomequipment; askSpecialOlympians
and their families who participated in local
events; ask Girl Scouts and Eagle Scouts.

Or ask yourself.
We sure could use some help. Honestly.

What an impact an hour can make on the
lives of another human. Itmight change their
direction in life, save their life, empower
them or motivate them on to greater accom-
plishments.Get to knowa fewof your neigh-
bors.What’s the harm?

KIWANISmeet at the Pizza Factory on
every Thursday night except the first Thurs-
day. Your first meal is on us as our guest.
Don’t let me be the only dreamer. You may
say I'm a dreamer, but I'm not the only one. I
hope someday you will join us. Thank you,
John Lennon. I love that song.

Imagine: What Can One Hour Do?
Kiwanis Korner

www.ranchoskiwanis.com
Board Members:

President: Perry Watkins
President Elect: Open
Vice President: Bryan Lee
Secretary: Virginia Vick
Treasurer: Cody Barger

Marie Cameron
Past President: Marie Cameron

Board of Directors:
Debbie Farr, Mary Ann Parks, Mona
Diaz, John Herrera and Ollia Ridge.
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The Catholic Daughters of theAmer-
icas is sponsoring its 4th Annual Spring
Arts &Crafts Show on Saturday,May 3 at
Holy Spouses Hall, 310 North “I” Street,
Madera. This is a charity fundraiser.

The organization has invited 60
artists and crafters from throughout the
Central Valley to participate. They will be
offering a diversity of handmade, unique,
high quality crafts and art pieces. The
Catholic Daughters of the Americas will
be offering hot food and beverages for
sale and proceeds will go to Holy Family
Table in Madera that feeds the hungry
365 days a year. Additionally, Doors of
Hope inMadera, that helps pregnant girls
and their babies, will also receive pro-
ceeds.

Please help the Catholic Daughters of
the Americas make this a success and
come support them. It is the weekend be-
foreMother’s Day and is scheduled to run
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. It is an indoor event
and there will be live entertainment. Ad-
mission is free.

For more information contact Norma
at 559-48l-2197.

Madera Crafts
Fundraiser Event

dedicated people in the pursuit of justice.
We have achieved many successful convic-
tions in prosecuting murder, driving under
the influence, gang and animal abuse cases,
and secured lengthy prison sentences for
those who chose to violate the law. In fact,
statistical reports published by the Judicial
Council of California reflect that since I
took office, criminal convictions in Madera
County are 17 percent higher than the rate
of conviction prior to my tenure.

Unfortunately, our work is not done,
for there is still much to do for the people of
Madera County, especially with the chal-
lenges brought on by prison realignment
and the release of convicted felons into our
communities. That is why I have decided to
run again for election this June. In the re-
cent past, the increasing and very serious
challenges of slim budgets and the growth
of violent crime across our state call for an
experienced prosecutor. My track record
demonstrates that I have the knowledge of
how to “do the job” and a proven ability to
address the issues facing law enforcement
in our communities.Additionally, I am hon-
ored to have the endorsement of two of the
authors of California’s Three Strikes and
You’re Out legislation, Mike Reynolds and
the honorable Bill Jones, former Secretary
of the State of California, as well at the

D.A. cont. from P. 3 Crime Victims United, a statewide victim’s
rights group. These endorsements are a tes-
tament to the fact that I am the only candi-
date with a proven track record, and the
only candidate who has demonstrated a life-
long commitment to the safety of our com-
munities.

I would be honored to continue to
serve as your District Attorney and would
greatly appreciate your support. For more
information about my campaign for re-elec-
tion in 2014, please see my website:
www.keitzforda.com.

Sincerely,
Michael R. Keitz
Madera County District Attorney

David Linn
I’m supported by the Madera County

Deputy Sherriff’sAssociation and the Chow-
chilla Police Officers Association, and have

Please see D.A. on P. 22



Click on “Local News” at

Page 22

4/
14

Now&Again Thrift&Gift Shop
Mother’s DayGifts

availa
ble

at

We have new, used, vintage,
retro and antique items.

We carry Ty • Russ • Plush • Baskets • Purses •Wallets
Jewelrey • Small Giftware • Furniture • Balloons

Flowers andmuchmore!
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Not your ordinary thrift shop • 645-0013

37164Ave. 12 Ste. 103 (next to TheCoffee Spot)
M, T,W&F 10 a-5 p • Th 12-7 p • Sa 9 a-4 p • Su 10 a-3 p

Flatlanders Special - NO SALES TAX!
MAY 5-11 WE PAY THE SALES TAX!

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

4/14 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TTIIRREEDD  OOFF  PPAAYYIINNGG
FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at

just been endordsed by Sheriff John Ander-
son. Madera’s law enforcement officers be-
lieve I’m the right person to lead Madera
County’s District Attorney’s Office as your
District Attorney. I will restore the public trust!

I’m a strong supporter of the 2nd
Amendment and support concealed weapons
permits to those who meet the qualifications.

I have nearly 40 years’ experience prac-
ticing law and served our great nation as a
Commander in the United States Navy and a
decorated combat veteran. I have a law de-
gree from Pepperdine University, MBA from
California State University, Dominguez
Hills, and BS from Purdue University. 

I am running to be the District Attorney
to restore the public trust in a once great of-
fice. Since the incumbent assumed office, the
DA has lost nearly 100 percent of its prose-
cutors due to a hostile working conditions
and poor management which cost taxpayers
$1.6 million to settle these cases. Further-
more, the incumbent sued the people of
Madera County to keep the Rowley Report
from being disclosed to the taxpayers which
described working conditions in the District
Attorney’s Office. The criminal justice sys-
tem has been damaged from lack of leader-
ship and management. 

As a result, according to Madera Supe-
rior Court, the conviction rate of the DA’s of-
fice has fallen to 79 percent. The former
District Attorney Ernie LiCalsi had a con-
viction rate of 95 percent. 

As District Attorney, I will work with
law enforcement to restore its partnership,
improve working conditions for current
prosecutors, ensure adequate training is pro-
vided, hire seasoned prosecutors, reestablish
the Agriculture Crimes prosecutor, reorgan-
ize the office, improve budget and office
management, and put hardened criminals in
jail and off our streets. 

D.A. cont. from P. 21 I will treat the prosecutors, investigators
and staff of the office with the dignity, pro-
fessionalism and respect that they deserve.
If I’m given the opportunity to serve Madera
County, upon swearing in I will commence a
complete systematic review of policies and
procedures with the entire staff of the Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office. We will reorganize,
streamline and enhance and use technology
when feasible. I will work with our govern-
ment leaders to increase the budget and seek
to fully staff the office when it’s feasible. I
will have an open door policy with my pros-
ecutors, staff, investigators, law enforcement
and, more importantly, you, the Citizens of
Madera County.

Furthermore, I love the courtroom and
will carry a caseload myself, to ease the bur-
den on the prosecutors.

I would be honored and humbled to
earn your vote on June 3rd. Please visit my
campaign website, LinnforMaderaDA.com
for more information.

David A. Linn

Michael Salvador
My Fellow Voters:
For more than 17 years, starting off as

a deputy sheriff patrolling the county roads
and interacting with the populace, I have
worked my way up by giving service to my
fellow citizens of Madera County. 

Sheriff

One of the greatest honors for my hard
work I received was appointment as Under-
sheriff by Sheriff John Anderson. I have an
understanding of how the sheriff’s office in
Madera County works. Many times I have
been asked by Sheriff Anderson to represent
him at community groups and when inter-
acting with other governmental agencies.

I have also had a large part in creating

a budget, one of the greatest challenges for
the Sheriff. With the amount of limited
funding, I have worked with Sheriff Ander-
son and made decisions to get the most of
the taxpayer’s dollar to protect Madera
County citizens’ property and rights. 

I have been a public servant for most of

Please see SHERIFF on P. 24
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One reason York® Heating and Air Conditioning Systems are so
reliable is because our people “own” them before you do. From the
assembly line to your home, they take personal ownership of each
and every part they are responsible for. That’s what we mean when
we say: Built right. Built by York. Visit us at York.com.
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Parker’s Equestrian Center

559-264-79808844 Road 35
Madera, CA

Cross Ties • Round Pen • Wash Racks
Tack Rooms Trailer Parking • Three Sandy Arenas

Dressage Court • Full-sized 200x200 Arena
Miles of Trails • Practice Trail Course with Obstacles

Weekly Summer BBQs • Moonlight Rides
Shady Lawns for Picnics and Relaxing 4/
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CA #141782

ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •
HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •

LANDSCAPEMATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •
HUMUS •
BARK •
CHIPS •

RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •

COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •

CONSTRUCTIONCLEANUP •559-645-5363
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY
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Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

enginesandmore sheriffs.Brettwill fight for the
Ranchos to be better served.

Most of us know that development in the
Ranchos has been planned on paper for the past
20 years and, though there is no stopping it, we
can all at least play a vital role in how things
grow. Brett Frazier will listen to our needs and
beavoice for theRanchos’future. Ifyouhaven’t
met Brett Frazier you should. You’ll see he’s a
people person, a straight shooter and not a typi-
cal politician.

DannyCesena, Fire Captain
MaderaRanchos

Dear Editor:
I would like to notify everyone that I never

was asked to endorseGary Johns. Imet him last
year when he stopped by my booth at the Flat-
landersParade.He introducedhimselfandspoke
for about 5 to 10 minutes. Prior to that I didn’t
know he existed. It appears he went downAv-
enue 12 and took a picture ofmy sign, then kept
it – as it ismyold sign prior to February of 2014
– then he put it in his advertisement as an en-
dorsement.

As a business owner for over 25 years, I
have never publicly endorsed or posted adver-
tisements for political candidates.

Charisse Stindt, Farmers Insurance
MaderaRanchos

Dear Editor:
Throughout the 15 years Pizza Factory has

been inbusinesswehave alwaysmade it a point
to NOT get involved in the politics of the com-
munity.We believe it is not our place to encour-
age the community to vote for a specific
candidate, therefore,wehaveneverendorsedany
candidate running for any office.

I am very disappointed in the distributed
publication of Rochelle Noblett claiming that I
wasendorsingher. In fact, Iwasonly introduced
toMs.Noblett about threemonthsago. Iwasnot
asked for permission to release any publication
thatwasdistributed toeachhomein theRanchos
area and had no knowledge of its distribution
prior to it going out.

If you received this advertisement, or have
heardof its contents,pleaseknowthat it contains
untrue information in regard toMaryAnnParks
endorsingRochelleNoblett.Asabusinessperson
in this great community I believe that it is up to
each and every person to make their own deci-
sion on who would have the best interests for
their communityandserve thisgreatcommunity
to their full potential.

MaryAnnParks, Pizza Factory
MaderaRanchos

Dear Editor:
I have made a decision to retire from my

position on theMaderaCountyBoard of Super-
visorsat theendofmycurrent term.This letter is
to announce my wholehearted endorsement of
MonaDiazas the candidate I support to succeed
me on theBoard in the upcoming election.

My reason for supportingMona is not that
weagreeoneverything.She isvery independent
and we have differing viewpoints on many is-
sues. What Mona and the rest of the founding
andcurrentGoldenValleyBoardMembershave
accomplishedmademy decision easy.

My support forMonaDiaz is based on her
longhistoryofcommitting toacommunityproj-
ect, and then seeing that project through to suc-
cessful completion.Other candidatesmaymake
promises, but only Mona Diaz has shown me
that sheconsistently follows throughandgets the
job done.

One of the main reasons that I felt com-
fortable not running for election was the an-
nouncement thatMonaDiazwas going to enter
the race. Most of the other candidates do not
have the actual governmental experience and
successful track record that Mona brings to the
table. Madera County faces many important
challenges in the near and not too distant future
which will require bold, decisive and proven
leadership.As a private citizen, for a period that
stretches more than three decades, Mona Diaz
hasdevotedher time, energyandmoney to self-
less public service. Mona has gotten a lot done
for the people ofMadera County already, and I
knowshewill serveuswell on theBoardofSu-
pervisors.

ManuelNevarez, District 1 Supervisor
Madera

LETTERS cont. from P. 4
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A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
• Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

my working career. Madera is the commu-
nity that my wife Wendi, a high school
teacher, and I choose to call home. We ap-
preciate the ethnic diversity of Madera
County and love the flavor it gives to our
lives. We love the interaction with our
neighbors and friends here.

I have three goals when I am elected
your Sheriff:

First, is to make sure our personnel
have state-of-the-art equipment and support
systems.We would like to adjust our budget
to provide more officers and less overtime,
providing alert and well-rested deputies to
respond to your needs.

Second, we need to upgrade our com-
puter systems to provide an interactive
awareness of high crime areas and ways to
position deputies to have faster response
times in those zones.

Third, we need to enhance our anti-
gang enforcement including using this to re-
move marijuana growers, whose use of
valuable water in this drought and whose
use of lethal force to defend their territory
results in innocent County citizen’s lives
being lost.

I support a substation in the Ranchos
and am creatively trying to find funding to
establish one.

My name is Michael Salvador. I am
asking you to put into place the most quali-
fied individual you feel to represent pro-
tecting your life, liberty and property. I have
humbly served this County for years. I be-
lieve that my progression from a patrol po-
sition to Undersheriff has given me
knowledge of the entire department, and an
interactive relationship with the community
and other law enforcement agencies. This
qualifies me as the best person you can elect
to serve you. I can start immediately on
making the decisions necessary to achieve
our goals. I am not asking for a job. I am
asking you, the voters, for a promotion. If
you have ANY questions, feel free to email
me. I am humbly asking for your vote on
June 3rd.

Sincerely,
Michael Salvador, Candidate for Sheriff.
www.salvador4sheriff.com
salvador4sheriff@gmail.com

I am a 25-year resident of Madera
County and a 31-year California Highway
Patrol Veteran, retiring in 2003, working the
last 15 years of my career supervising CHP
operations in Eastern Madera County. I
proudly served 15 years in the military re-
serve – six years in the California Air Na-
tional Guard and nine years in the United
States Coast Guard. While serving in the
Coast Guard I was assigned as a Special
Agent in the Office of Intelligence and Law
Enforcement. I earned a Bachelor ofArts de-
gree in public administration from the Uni-
versity of Redlands and I hold an advanced
certificate from the Commission on Peace
Officer Standards and Training (POST).

I have served with numerous commu-
nity organizations and receivedmany awards
for this service, including “Man of theYear”
from the Oakhurst Chamber of Commerce. I
currently sit on the Board of Directors of
Sierra Ambulance and have done so for the
past 24 years, serving as the President and
Chairman of the Board for the past 22 years.

My observations and experiences as a
member of the Madera County Grand Jury
over the past two years were major factors
in my decision to run for the office of
Madera County Sheriff-Coroner. My Grand
Jury duties gavememuch insight into the fu-
ture needs of our local government. Consol-
idating services and expanding volunteer
programs are part of my plans to ensure that
we are working as effectively and efficiently
as possible.

I consider myself a constitutional sher-
iff. My oath is to support and defend the con-
stitution. I believe the greatest, most
powerful and a respected document ever
written, next to the Bible, is our Constitution.
As your sheriff I will support and defend
these rights. With my background, experi-
ence, administrative and leadership skills, I
am uniquely qualified to serve as your
Madera County Sheriff-Coroner.

SHERIFF cont. from P. 22
Page 24

Dennis Fairbanks

Greg Noll

In an age when crime is evolving and
many solutions are dated, experience and
innovation are valued commodities in law
enforcement. Greg Noll can lay claim to
both over a 29-year policing career. He has
earned numerous commendations and

Please see SHERIFF on P. 25
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Call The Yard Doctor today at 559-681-5455!
Mention this ad for a 20% discount off your estimate.
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"Do your Redwoods look like this?
Water alone will not
help this problem ..."
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Ranchos Dental Care & Orthodontics

www.ranchosdental.net
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559-645-5320

37144 Ave. 12, Suite 104
Madera Ranchos

Matthew Pia, D.D.S.

recognition for the kinds of long-term
crime-fighting tactics that can be invaluable
to a community. Noll wants to apply those
as the next Madera County Sheriff.

Noll currently is a police sergeant for
the Fresno Police Department where he has
modernized crime-prevention techniques
developed as a supervisor in the state's
fifth-largest city over the last 13 years.
Helping run one of the most active police
departments on the west coast has given
Noll the necessary experience to serve
Madera County well as old crime persists
and new crime emerges.

“You try to come up with long-term so-
lutions rather than immediate ones,” Noll
told Sierra News Online in a recent inter-
view. “You can only arrest so many people.
If you really want to impact crime, you
have to get people willing to come out and
work in the community.”

Noll has developed and cultivated
neighborhood outreach programs while
working in both Fresno and Santa Cruz as
an officer. He has raised citizen awareness
of crime because he believes understanding
a county’s problems are key to preventing
them in the future. In 2014, Noll was hon-
ored by Bringing Broken Neighborhoods
Back to Life for organizing and facilitating
community outreach.

Noll does not just sit at a desk. He puts
on the uniform, goes out on calls and risks
his life every day to keep this community
safe. He is willing to become a known face
in and around the community. Setting down
those kinds of roots in the area he oversees
can provide the kind of departmental trans-
parency that earns trust within neighbor-
hoods.

As a way to adapt to the current era,
Noll has implemented social media into his
arsenal in order to keep citizens aware of
crime trends in their area and to help pre-
vent them. It is his forward thinking that has
made Noll a distinguished member of every
department he has served.

Noll’s qualities were polished at the
distinguished Sherman Block Supervisory
Leadership Institute, a program "designed
to stimulate personal growth, leadership
and ethical decision-making in California
law enforcement front-line supervisors."

Before that, Noll earned degrees from
Fresno City College and California State
University, Fresno in criminology, and he
is a graduate of Yosemite High School. He
has been married to wife Leslie for 28
years. The couple lives in Oakhurst and
have two adult children, Brittany and
Daniel.

This kind of dedication, initiative and
progressive thinking make Greg Noll the
prime candidate for Madera County Sheriff.

My name is Jay Varney and I ask for
your vote of support in the June 2014 pri-
mary election. This election is not about the
individual who is elected sheriff, but about
what that person is prepared to do and ac-
complish with the physical, fiscal and vol-
unteer resources available to the Madera
Sheriff’s Office. I intend to: 1) Expand the
number of deputy positions currently
funded, create a law enforcement cadet pro-
gram and increase the use of reserve deputy
officers countywide; 2) Emphasize in-
creased use of technology to get the maxi-
mum effective use from our best resource:
our employees. This will be accomplished
by increasing public/private partnerships
that improve law enforcement service de-
livery and access to technology; 3) Focus on
citizen safety through the protection of our
rights as provided by the California and
United States Constitution; and 4) Improve
efforts to stem the demand for enforcement
through greater cooperation with our county
and regional partners who assist in prevent-
ing our young people from entering into a
drug and gang lifestyle.

My experience, education and current
law enforcement service in Madera County
makes me the best qualified to serve the
Ranchos area and the rest of Madera County
as your sheriff. During my 30+ years of law
enforcement service, I have gained over 18
years of front line leadership experience in
both rural and urban settings, including over
10 years as chief of police in Chowchilla.
For two years I served as both acting city
administrator and police chief during one of
the most difficult financial times in recent
memory. As acting City Administrator it
was necessary to make difficult but neces-
sary decisions to insure the continued fi-
nancial viability of the city – a responsibility
that none of the other candidates has held. I
am proud to say that our actions during
those years have helped the city begin to
grow again.

In June 2013 I graduated from the FBI
NationalAcademy in Quantico, Virginia and
have recently completed my Master’s De-
gree in Criminology at Fresno State, mak-
ing me the only candidate with a Master’s
Degree. I hold an Executive Certificate – the

Jay Varney

SHERIFF cont. from P. 24
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Do you need some extra cash?We are looking for the
following items and FAIR PRICES are PAID --

SADDLES • BRIDLES • HEADSTALLS • SHOW HALTERS
BITS • SHOW TACK • ALL OTHER HORSE TACK

OLD HORSE BOOKS • TACK RACKS • HORSE STATUES
ALSO -- WESTERN BELT BUCKLES • SPURS

AMERICAN INDIAN ITEMS • TURQUOISE
JEWELRY • STERLING SILVER JEWELRY

COSTUME JEWELRY – ALL KINDS • POCKET
WATCHES • THIMBLES

STERLING SPOONS – FORKS – PLATES, ETC.
If you have anything for sale call:

264-7980
or bparker@lightspeed.net

We live in the Ranchos and can come to your place or meet you.

THANK YOU

High Cost of Hay Got You DOWN?
Turn Your Old Items Into CASH!
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Books a mess? Taxman knocking on your door?

Paul H. Cameron

Need help with your current or
past years’ tax returns?

call

12443 Fernwood Drive, Madera Ranchos

645-5136office
706-1677cell

email: Pcam47@msn.com
4/14

OVER

35 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Business Services • CTEC and IRSRegistered Return Preparer

highest level of certification – from Califor-
nia POST, and am a member of a number of
professional law enforcement organizations,
as well as the Original Madera Kiwanis
Club.

I am the candidate who is best prepared
to maximize the beneficial use of the re-
sources of Madera County. I am a team-
building leader that has prospered in every
work environment, every economy and at
every level of law enforcement I have
worked at over the past 30 years. I will con-
tinue to do so as your sheriff.

countability and standards that we will all
adhere to. You’ll get a Sheriff that makes
sure we are the best we can be before we ask
for anything else. Get the job done with
what you have and not wait until you have
what you want. As a leader, my motto has
always been “Earn your spot every day” and
that includes the boss. I have spent my life
dealing hands on bad people ranging from
gang members to al Qaeda. I did this to
make sure when I was Sheriff I would be the
best.

What Makes Me Unique?
No other candidate can say they’ve

lived in five different communities in
Madera County over the span of 40 years.
In 1970 as a child I lived in North Fork
where my father was a Resident Deputy.We
lived in Sky Ranch and later Ahwahnee
where I still have family today. I have fam-
ily in Raymond and I lived in Chowchilla
for 10 years where I bought my first house.
For the last 12 years I have lived in
Yosemite Lakes Park. I patrolled Chow-
chilla when we had the substation there. I
patrolled Madera for most of my career and
did my first years as a Sergeant from the
Bass Lake Substation. I have lived in most
of the communities and I have worked in all
of them, but more importantly I currently
have family and friends in all the communi-
ties. That means my family, friends and my
reputation depends upon my success.

The next profoundly unique attribute is
my professional development and experi-
ence. In 2004 I left Madera County Sheriff’s
Department after 14 years to pursue valu-
able experience that would make me the
best candidate for Sheriff someday. That
journey took me farther than I ever ex-
pected. I had to start back at ground level, a
new guy, a team member. From Kosovo to
Iraq to Afghanistan I have been a follower
and a leader. I have built teams from the
ground up and made existing teams better. I

SHERIFF cont. from P. 25

Frank Gauthier

Why Vote for Frank Gauthier?
Don’t vote for me because I asked for

it. Vote for me because you believe in the
education, experience, work ethic and stan-
dards that I have demonstrated for 30 years
during my professional career. Because
when it is all said and done, what any can-
didate really stands for was demonstrated
long ago. It was demonstrated in how they
have done their duty, what their priorities
were during that time and what they accom-
plished. That is what you will get when you
vote for one of us. There are great men run-
ning for Sheriff and they have all been
keenly successful in their careers, but our
careers are different and our leadership will
be different.

What you will get with me is an em-
phasis toward work ethic, productivity, ac- Please see SHERIFF on P. 28
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674-1663
23338 Ave. 14

Madera

DRILLINGAND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

4/14

Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

3535 S. Temperance • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Tom and Maria at

4/14

4/
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Ray Krause
For Supervisor District One
On your mail-in ballot this May or on June 3rd at the polls, I

would sincerely appreciate your vote.
I hope that you all will take a really hard look at your candidate

choices (and the choices that they havemade) then hire the person
you want actually supervising your family’s freedom and 7nancial
future.

Hire the person who can not only win in this election but who
can also stand up and hold true to their (and your) values to win
in the competitive arena of ideas after the election.

I am a long-time District One resident and business owner
who knows how to grow our county’s employment, protect our
environment, attract investment, keep taxes low, 7ll reservoirs
and keep communities safe.

I believe thatmy business andmanagement experience, personal
resolve and 7scal ethics will make a positive contribution in our
journey into the future together.

I am also a good listener so let’s talk.
When the smoke clears on June 4th,the good people of District

One will have exactly the representation that they deserve. I’m
hoping that it’s me and would like to thank you in advance for
your kind consideration and your vote.

Ray Krause,Candidate www.krauseforsupervisor.com
Supervisor,District One 2014 559-281-5810

Paid for by Krause for Supervisor 2014 FPPC#1359463

The Liberty High School mock trial
team traveled to San Jose and came away
with two individual state honors.

The Madera County champions com-
peted in four courtroom competitions, ac-
counting for six hours of competition with
real judges in a tournament of 32 county
champions and about 500 competitors.
According to advisor Mac Blate, Liberty
had a great day in front of a courtroom
full of spectators in a San Jose courtroom
that was built in 1866.

Sophomore defense attorney Claire
Copher earned a perfect score.At the Cal-
ifornia Mock Trail awards banquet, Co-
pher received one of two awards to name
her the top defense attorney in the state.
Junior Tyler Bird earned the state’s out-
standing clerk award, both firsts for Lib-
erty and Madera County schools. Team

members include Bethan Samarin, Jordan
Serpa, Alyssa Ghioldi, Samantha Smith,
Michael Sassano, MakennaAvakian, Glo-
ria Zarate, Vivian Montijo, Michaela
Hammond and Carissa Miller.

“This would not have been possible
without the support of Golden Valley Uni-
fied School District superintendent Andy
Alvarado and Liberty High School ad-
ministrators, Principal Frank Panian and
learning director Sarah Marshall,” Blate
said. “Special thanks to attorney advisor
Michelle Sassano and team volunteer
Chelsea Ruland (Liberty teacher Greg Ru-
land’s daughter). On a larger scale, this
would not have been possible without
every teacher at Liberty High School who
encourages our students to think critically,
especially our English department whose
lessons in diction helped tremendously.”

LHS Mock Trial Earns State Awards

The Sierra View Elementary School
first graders hosted the 20th annual Patri-
otic Day. Students gave speeches on his-
torical figures in U.S. history and sang
patriotic songs.

“We dedicated our new military
honor wall during the event,” principal
Chris Imperatrice said. “The honor wall
has the names of past students and staff

that have served or are at present serving
in the U.S. Armed Forces. Many of those
individuals and families were in atten-
dance today.”

In soccer and basketball, Sierra View
battled Webster Elementary at Webster.
Students that have been studying those

Sierra View Events and Happenings

Please see SIERRA on P. 28

At the annual Madera County
Academic Pentathlon, Ranchos
Middle School used home-gym ad-
vantage to its fullest. While hosting
the competition, the Ranchos Mid-
dle School eighth grade team placed
first and the seventh grade team
placed seventh. The eighth graders
also placed second in the super
quiz. Additionally, the seventh
graders were second in math and
third in the super quiz.

Individually, Holly Hiatt won the eighth grade competition in literature. Seventh
grader Lindsay Nobel placed second in literature and eighth grader Lauren Alexan-
der was third.

RMS Places 1-2 in County Pentathlon

Ranchos Middle School not only hosted the
Madera County Academic Pentahlon, the eighth
graders came in first place.
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Mobile
Riding Lawnmower
Repair Service

visit us at mowersplus.us

4/
14

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included
• AM PM
Medications
• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“WeAre Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & SantaAna

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIETWORLD MEDICALGROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!

4/
14

1945 N. Helm, Suite 101
Fresno, CA 93727

(559) 222-5437
www.transitionschildrensservices.org

LIC. #107206625

4/
14

Foster Parents Needed
We are looking for nurturing and loving homes
for children placed in foster care. We provide
support, training and reimbursement to our
foster families. For more details, please contact
Michelle at (559) 222-5437.

4/14

Happy

Mother’s Day

37221 Ave. 12 #1C
in the Maywood Center in the Madera Ranchos

call664455--PPEETTSS
to make your grooming

appointments now

GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING  
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Mobile Repair Service
Insurance Jobs
Warranty Repairs
FREE Estimates

14718 HWY 41, Madera • 559-822-4860 • 559-217-5467

Certified
Technicians
Factory Authorized
Repair Facility
A&E and Carefree Awnings

Onan • Suburban • Dometic
Norcold • Hydro Flame 4/

14

have seen three U.S. Ambassadors safely
home from Iraq and run war criminals to
ground in Kosovo. In 2010 I was asked by
my company, an ISO 9001 international
service provider, to be a part of the manage-
ment team on a major government program
protecting Americans working in
Afghanistan. As a PMP-certified, private
sector, Deputy Project Manager and Project
Manager, I now have 10 years of experience
in the corporate security industry. As an “at
will” employee, I have to prove my worth
every year. I have been asked to continue my
management of this program annually for
three years. No other candidate has been suc-
cessful at both law enforcement and this

level of private industry.
My uniqueness is derived from a

long history and understanding of the di-
versity of our communities in Madera
County. I have a demonstrated unique
ability to bring people from diverse back-
grounds together to work as highly moti-
vated teams. I have the exclusive
experience of being held fiscally and per-
sonally responsible for the success of my
project in the private sector with no gov-
ernment employee protections to sustain
failure and I have proven myself capable.
With me you get the compassion of a
hometown friend, the law enforcement
experience of a cop that loves the street
and the tenacity of a successful private
business manager.

SHERIFF cont. from P. 26

sports over the past three months competed
in the games. Liberty High School students,
who served as PE tutors during the school
year, were the coaches. The two teams split
in the four contests. Sierra View won in
girls basketball and boys soccer while Web-
ster won in boys basketball and girls soc-
cer. 

The Wild About Reading program re-
ceived a visit from Parker, the Fresno Griz-
zlies mascot and Eddie, the EECU mascot.
The Wild About Reading program requires
students in grades kindergarten through
third grade to read 10 books in two weeks
and students in grades fourth through sixth

to reed at least 300 pages in a chapter book.
Students who achieve this goal receive tick-
ets to a May 18 Fresno Grizzlies game. 

The Sierra View Learning Community
raised $1,463 for the Juvenile Diabetes Re-
search Foundation through Penny Wars.
Students brought in coins and dollar bills to
either support their class or sabotage other
classes. Each denomination is worth a cer-
tain number of points. Lori England’s class
received a pizza party from the ASB. 

Sierra View has raised more than
$5,000 for non-profit organizations
through the Penny Wars competition over
the past four years. The Penny Wars exem-
plifies our commitment to the Character
Counts program.

SIERRA cont. from P. 27

For the first time in 12
years, Liberty had a wrestler
place in the CIF State
Championships. Junior
Richie Brandt won five
matches in a row to advance
to the 192-pound champi-
onships. He finished third in
the CIF Masters champi-
onship at Madera South
High School.

At a competition at UC
Davis, Liberty’s Future
Farmers of America’s veteri-
nary science team of
Michelle Heim, Nathalie
Corpus, Zach Nesgis and
Wyatt Wristen placed sev-
enth in the competition and fourth in the
identification portion. They also com-
peted in Dinuba and Heim placed fifth
in equipment identification and third in
breed and parasite identification. The
team also placed third overall. 

In the inaugural Battle of the Books
competition, Liberty High School was

competing in a “Family Feud-
style” competition against four
other valley schools and was tied
for first, but lost to Sierra High
School in the tiebreaker round. 

At the Career Skills Chal-
lenge, Nick Simms took first in
personal financing and the sports
medicine team took first place. 

Seven FFA members re-
ceived their State FFA degrees.
Less than three percent earn the
honor in a year. Katie Bennett
Calie Casey, Shayne Hartley,
Hunter O’Brion, Logan Pierce,
John Rodriguez and Anthony
Yandell were all recognized.

Successful Month at Liberty High

LHS junior Richie
Brandt proudly displays
his State wrestling medal.
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New Chamber Board
Pres.: Virginia Vick

V.P.: Ollia Ridge
Sec.: Paula Stewart - Now and AgainThrift and Gift Shop

Immediate Past Pres.: Verlin Dill - VDI Services

Your Chamber of Commerce
This information is brought to you by your Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce, representing businesses and individuals in the Madera Ranchos
and beyond. Find out more about your Chamber at 37167 Ave. 12 #5C or
call them at 645-4001.
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2014 Flatlander’s Day
Parade Day: Saturday,May 10, 2014 • $10 Entry Fee
Group Individual Business

Parade begins at 10 a.m. Sharp!
Registration of entries begins at 8:30 a.m.

Parade route: Ave. 12 from Topper to Kensington
The undersigned entrant and all participants agree to abide
by all parade rules, follow the directions of parade officials
and agree to release parade officials from any and all
responsibility from loss, damage, and/or injury to any

person or property as a result of participation in the parade.

Group or Business Name
Individual Entry or
Responsible Person’s Name

Address:

Theme of Entry:

Will youngsters walk with the entry? Yes No
Approx. number of participants Approx. length ft.
EntryCategory (selectONEmostcloselysuitingyourentry):
Horses (Single) Horses (Group) Explain:
Band/Music Name:
Floats (Non-profit) Name:
Floats (Business) Name:
Floats (Other) Name:
Children’s Groups Name:
Dance Groups Name:
Single Entry (Children) Name:
Single Entry (Adult) Name:
Novelty Name:
Addtional information:

Phone:

Bring, fax or mail this form by May 5 to: Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
37167 Ave. 12 Ste. 5C • Madera, CA 93636 • Fax 645-4002 • Call 645-4001

Flatlanders is sponsored by the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce, Ranchos Kiwanis and Friends of the Ranchos Library.

Signature: Date:

4/
14

Flatlanders Day is Coming

The 23rdAnnual Flatlanders Day Parade, sponsored by the Golden
Valley Chamber of Commerce, is coming Saturday,May 10 beginning at
10 a.m. The annual event showcases local groups, businesses and indi-
viduals from the Ranchos and beyond. The parade starts at 10 a.m. sharp
and then there’s a food and crafts fair at the Maywood Center sponsored
by the Friends of the Ranchos Library that will last into the afternoon.
Flatlanders Day is always celebrated on the second Saturday in May.

An entry form for the parade is found to the left and applications for
booths at the food and crafts fair are available from the Ranchos Library.

The trophies for this year’s Flatlanders Day Parade are being spon-
sored by the following Ranchos supporters:

Flatlanders Parade Sponsors

Pistoresi Ambulance • Ranchos/Hill Seniors
Haney Chiropractic • Valley Propane • Pizza Factory
Ranchos Café • Ranchos Independent • Silva Ford

The Coffee Spot • Wight Water Pool
The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce thanks these loyal

supporters of Ranchos activity. These businesses truly help make
things happen in the Ranchos. Thanks again!

At this year’s Flatlanders Day Parade the Golden Valley Chamber
of Commerce is giving you a chance to win a gift basket stuffed
with goodies fromRanchos businesses. It’s valued at over $200 and
you have a chance at winning it for only $1.The Chamber Bas-

ket was created by Chamber member Paula Stuart of
Now &Again Thrift & Gift Shop and is filled with
gifts supplied byChambermembersCombined In-
surance – Maria Butler; Ranchos Café; Madera
Ranchos Barber Shop; Madera Ranchos Sub-
way; Pizza Factory; Now & Again Thrift &
Gift Shop; The Coffee Spot; Virginia Vick
and JayVarney.Tickets are $1 each or six for
$5. The drawing for the basket will be onMay
10 at Flatlanders and you need not be present to

win. Tickets are available at the Golden Valley
Chamber ofCommerce office at 37167Ave. 12 #5C,

or you can call 645-4001 for more info.

Flatlanders Basket $1
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Classified
Al t e r a t i o n S e r v i c e s

M a d l i n ' s A l t e r a t i o n s - 4 0
y e a r s e x p e r i e n c e - Ta i l o r i n g ,
r e p a i r s a n d l e a t h e r s . F a s t
s e r v i c e . NEW ADDRE S S &
PHONE NUMBER : 3 6 0 2 7
Ru t h Av e . C a l l 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 5 8 3 .

C h i l d C a r e

C h i l d C a r e - S u s a n R y a n
D a y C a r e . N e w b o r n t o 5
y e a r s o l d . L i c e n s e d . C a l l
6 6 1 - 4 7 2 5 o r 7 0 6 - 0 4 2 4 .

Cons truc t ion

New cons t ruc t i on , r emode l s ,
room add i t ions , ba rns and pa t ios .
Cal l 559 -970 -4476 .

F l o o r /Upho l s t e r y Ca re

P i n n a c l e C a r p e t C a r e a n d
U p h o l s t e r y - " D r i e s i n
m i n u t e s , n o t h o u r s . " C a r -
p e t , u p h o l s t e r y , t i l e / g r o u t
c l e a n i n g a n d s e a l i n g , a g -
g r e g a t e , s t o n e , a u t o , b o a t
a n d R . V . i n t e r i o r s . B B B
a n d G o l d e n V a l l e y C h a m -
b e r m e m b e r . C a l l B r u c e
t o d a y f o r a f r e e e s t i m a t e .
5 5 9 - 6 7 6 - 0 7 6 0 .

F o r R e n t

F O R R E N T - O f f i c e f o r
r e n t o n A v e . 1 2 . C a l l
E t h e l a t 6 4 5 - 1 8 9 0 .

H o u s e c l e a n i n g

Hou s e c l e a n i n g - Ge t r e a d y f o r
. . . a n y t h i n g ! Ge t y o u r h o u s e ,
y a r d a n d w i n d ow s i n o r d e r .
G i v e u s a c a l l f o r a f r e e e s t i -
m a t e . Ca l l L i n d a a t 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 -
0 3 0 8 o r S t a c i a t 5 5 9 - 4 5 8 -
3 2 4 8 .

Housecleaning Service - Have
your house spring cleaned all year
long. Experience, Responsible,
Honest. Fair prices. Call 416-2585.

P a i n t i n g S e r v i c e s

P a i n t i n g S e r v i c e s - G e r a l d
S c h e f f i n g & S o n P a i n t i n g . 4 0
y e a r s e x p e r i e n c e . I n t e r i o r &
E x t e r i o r . L i c e n s e d , i n s u r e d
a n d b o n d e d . L i c # 3 1 3 0 7 0 . Ca l l
6 7 4 - 2 3 2 0 .

P a i n t i n g S e r v i c e s - 4 0
y e a r s o f e x p e r i e n c e . L i -
c e n s e d . F r a n k K r a m e r E x -
t e r i o r s . L i c . # 2 7 3 0 9 9 .
C a l l 6 4 5 - 4 1 1 3 .

P. O . B o x e s

R a n c h o s P . O . B o x e s N OW
AVA I L A B L E - a t R a n c h o s
B a r b e r S h o p . $ 1 0 p e r m o n t h .
C a l l 3 6 3 - 1 8 5 1 .

R e c y c l a b l e s P i c k U p

F R E E R E C Y C L A B L E S
P I C K U P - K I D S 4 R E C Y -
C L I N G o f f e r s p i c k u p o f a l l
r e c y c l a b l e m a t e r i a l s , i n -
c l u d i n g p a p e r , p l a s t i c s ,
g l a s s , a l u m i n u m a n d c a r d -
b o a r d . I f y o u h a v e a n y
q u e s t i o n s b e s u r e t o c a l l
D i a n n a a t 9 9 9 - 6 8 3 2 o r
6 4 5 - 1 0 4 8 . F u n d s s u p p o r t
R a n c h o s ’ S e n i o r s , l i b r a r y ,
s c h o o l s a n d 4 H .

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING
POST HOLES - Trees - Trench ing -
C l ean Up . TRACTOR WORK
Disc ing - Ro to t i l l i ng - Mowing -
Sc r ap ing - S tump Gr ind ing -
Ro l l -o ff B ins . Cal l John at 908-
1066 .

Tr a c t o r Wo r k - H o u s e P a d s ,
l o t l e v e l i n g , d r i v e w a y s ,
t r e n c h i n g , c o n c r e t e w o r k

a n d u n d e r g r o u n d u t i l i t i e s i n -
s t a l l e d . C a l l 5 5 9 - 9 7 0 - 4 4 7 6 .

Window Cleaning Serv ices

M o s t w i n d o w s $ 5 i n -
s i d e / o u t - S c r e e n , t r a c k
a n d s i l l s i n c l u d e d . R e m o v e
h a r d w a t e r s t a i n o n h o m e
w i n d o w s , s h o w e r d o o r s a n d
c a r w i n d o w s . C o b w e b r e -
m o v a l a v a i l a b l e . F u l l y i n -
s u r e d . C a l l N i c k a t
2 8 5 - 1 7 2 3 . F r e e e s t i m a t e s .
S E N I O R D I S C O U N T !

Yard Sales

Don ’ t Mi s s Ro l l i n g H i l l s ’ An -
nua l Yard Sa l e s ! 20 to 30 homes
se l l i ng mi s ce l l aneous t r e a su r e s ,
l i k e f u r n i t u r e , c l o t h e s , t o o l s ,
s p o r t s e qu i p . , e t c . S t a r t s a t 7
a .m . , F r i d a y, May 2 and Sa t u r -
day, May 3 . Off Hwy. 41 be tween
Avenue s 10 and 11 .

Mul t i - f am i l y ya rd sa l e . May 4
f r om 8 a .m . un t i l 1 p .m . Lo -
ca t ed in the pa rk ing lo t o f Pub l i c
Auc t i o n R Us . On Hwy. 41
f ron t age road and Ave 11 . The r e
w i l l b e New, Us ed and Es t a t e
s a l e i t ems and much much more .
Don ' t m i s s i t !

SUDOKU

©2014 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

ATTENTION:
Madera Ranchos Community

Property Owners

OnApril 28, 2014 at 6 p.m. there will
be ameeting at LibertyHigh School cafe-
teria to address a unification of water is-
sues for members of MD10A, the
existing water district for this community,
and the property owners that have their own
private water wells on their property.
Actions have taken place by Madera
County and MDl0A that, at this time,
disadvantage private property owners
whohavetheirownwaterwellsnearMD10A.

Please attend this
meeting on

April 28, 2014
This is an opportunity for this

community to act in its own best interest.
©2014 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

TO ADVERT ISE CALL 645-0634
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Real Estate
Nancy Watson

645-5000
The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 4/14

ARanchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top
dollar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109 4/14

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®

Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:
www.davidparker.info

Property Management -
we can rent your home:

www.parker-properties.info

Direct: (559) 364-1000 • Fax: (559) 440-7608
liz@LizKuchinski.com • www.LizSellingHomes.com

Century 21 C.Watson
7520 North Palm • Fresno

4/
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LIZ KUCHINSKI, CDPE, CRS, GRI, SFR
Realtor, Century 21 C. Watson • DRE Lic. #01263332

Interest rates are historically low, but
prices are edging up. Call me for more
information on your home’s current value

... it could be the perfect time to sell.

“A Ranchos resident since 1985.”

4/
14

Jerry Eddings, Realtors
Direct Line: 559-435-3366 Madera: 559-645-1890
Fresno: 559-435-1890 FAX: 559-645-5417
www.maderahomes.com DRE #00329063 4/

14
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You can do it yourself or have the
pros at Madera Glass & Mirror
take care of your window repairs.

MaderaGlass &Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980’s. Give thema call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

Gotbrokenscreens?MaderaGlass
&Mirror has the expertise to make
quickwork of any screen repair.

Glass for picture frames is a spe-
cialty atMaderaGlass &Mirror. Fix
abrokenoneor completeaproject.

4/
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Your neighbor in
the Ranchos since 1987

Your friend in
Real Estate since 2003

BRE# 01397023

Want to Buy
or Sell a Home?

Ask about our
FREE

home
warranty
program.

We Have
Pre-

Approved
Buyers!

Call Today!
Maria

Fotopoulos - Cercone

Ranchos resident for over 30 years!
maria@ossrealtor.com

DRE Lic. #01454566

Office • 559-645-1212
Cell • 559-250-6740

4/
14
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repair
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR
INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS

TRAILER BOATS ONLY

CRONIN MARINE

Since1964

664455--11997777

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

Jo-De DRILLING

& TRACTOR SERVICE

674-7770
HARDPAN DRILLING

HIGH QUALITY

555599--445544--88006600

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING   

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

since1970

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Equipment
• Supplies

• Residential
• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial

• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing
Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Notary in the
Ranchos!

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-
coustical Removal

Color Matching

& Chuck’s Transmission

664455--44447755
Ranchos Auto Repair
+ A/C SERVICE

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call

ROGER PRATER
CONCRETE

Residential & Commercial
38 years experience
Lic. # 599235

(559) 645-0911
(559) 977-8983

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801
645-1570

Store hours: 
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

• Industrial
• General
• Farm
• Mig
• Tig
• Stick
• Certified
• Portable

Welding & Fabrication
call JERRY   CLARK • 706-3865

MZC

• Clean Up
• Monthly Service

call forFREE ESTIMATE!

Mitchell L. Vick
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

559-970-4635
mlvconst@gmail.com 

Lic. #563698
• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •  

Housekeeping
& Cleaning
by Rosalia

559-718-9941
559-363-9348

or

• Over 10 Years
Experience

• MANY Ranchos
References
Available

(559) 645-0634  
Today!

The Ranchos Independent

JEAN BRINER
for MORE sales tomorrow, call

HWY 41 just North
of Avenue 12

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS

All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders

Click on “Local News” at 

General & Custom
Auto Service
& Repairs

AALLLL  BBRREEEEDD
DDOOGG  SSIITTTTIINNGG
&&  GGRROOOOMMIINNGG

559-412-1605

• Ranchos Area
• Big Fenced
Grassy Yard
• Reasonable
Daily Rates

Brannon’s
A/C & Heating

• Preseason Service
• Emergency Repair
• New Installations
• Water Heaters
• Senior Discounts

559-706-1368
Lic. #961690

(559) 645-0634  
The Ranchos Independent

WHAT CAN YOU
GET FOR $25?

How about 12,000
Ranchos residents each

month who look at
Business Directory ads?
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) You might be tempted to be more assertive when dealing with a job-
related matter. But a carefully measured approach works best at getting the cooperation you're
looking for.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) While others urge you to act now, you instinctively recognize that
a move at this time is not in your best interests. You should know when to do so by week's end.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) A busy schedule keeps you on the move for much of the week. But
things ease up by the time the weekend arrives, allowing you to reconnect with family and friends.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Travel dominates the week, and despite some delays in getting to
where you want to go, the overall experience should prove to be a positive one in many ways.

LEO (July 23 to August 22)Your Leonine self-confidence comes roaring back after a brief period
of doubt and helps you get through a week of demanding challenges and ultimately emerge
triumphant.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Virgos who have made a major commitment -- personal
or professional -- should be able to tap into a renewed reservoir of self-confidence to help them follow
through.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) You soon could receive news from a surprising source
that could cause you to change your mind about how you had planned to deal with an ongoing job-
related problem.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Asurprise move of support from a colleague who has
never been part of your circle of admirers helps influence others to take a new look at what you've put
on the table.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) While a bold decision to take an "I know
what I'm doing" approach impresses some colleagues, it also raises the risk of causing resentment
among others.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Amisunderstanding 'twixt you and a friend might
not be your fault at all, despite what he or she suggests. Talk it out to see at what point the confusion
might have started.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Getting into a community operation fulfills theAquarian's
need to help people. It also can lead to new contacts that might one day help you with a project.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20)Aminor problem could delay the start of a long-anticipated
trip for two. Use the time to recheck your travel plans. You might find a better way to get where you're
going.

(c) 2014 King Features Synd., Inc.

You are a dedicated romantic who seeks both
excitement and stability in your relationships.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk

Service • Supplies • Repair

FREE ONLINE  DELIVERY

37167 AVE. 12 #5D (559) 645-1969

WWW.WIGHTWATERPOOLS.COM
MON-FRI: 9AM-6PM  SAT: 10AM-3PM  SUN: CLOSE 559-840-0519

we are a full-service handyman, maintenance and remodeling company

we REPAIR, REPLACE and
INSTALL anything around

your home or business

LOCALLY OWNED!

CALIFORNIA

288-9521

MERCEDES & B.M.W.
REPAIR SERVICE

40101 Ave. 10
Madera

www.calmbbmwrepair.com

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance

Weekly & monthly service 

Ranchos
Resident

ADS

LOGOS

PR

MARKETING

645-0634

www.The Ranchos.com
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1. MYTHOLOGY: In Norse mythology,
what is the name of the mischievous god
who likes to play tricks?
2. GEOGRAPHY: Where is the island
nation of Nauru located?
3. CHEMISTRY: What is the symbol for
the element sulfur?
4. TRANSPORTATION:What is the name
of France’s high-speed rail service?
5.LITERATURE:Whowrote theHollywood-
based novel “The Day of the Locust”?
6. GEOLOGY: What kind of rock is
marble?
7. ART: What outdoor school of painting
was led by artists such as Rousseau, Corot,
Millet and Daubigny?
8.MOVIES:WhichU.S. state was the setting
for the 1971 film “The Last Picture Show”?
9. TELEVISION: What was Radar
O’Reilly’s mom’s name on the TV show
“M*A*S*H”?
10. PSYCHOLOGY:What is the abnormal
fear represented in pedophobia?

1.Loki
2.SouthPacificOcean
3.S
4.TGVor"TrainaGrandeVitesse"
5.NathanaelWest
6.Metamorphic
7.BarbizonSchool
8.Texas
9.Edna
10.Afearofchildren

Answers

TRIVIATEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

(c) 2014 King Features Synd., Inc.
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