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Liberty High’s varsity football team makes history by playing on live TV for KFRE Channel 59’s
Thursday Night Showdown weekly high school football broadcast and beats an old nemesis
Photo Courtesy of Tyler Takeda
in the process.
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Hawks TV Debut One Sweet Victory

Fireman’s BBQ Brings Surprises

being on TV but the rematch of last year’s
championship game.
On Thursday night, Sept. 13, the LibThe first half was pretty evenly matched
erty High Hawks varsity football team made with Fowler matching Liberty score for score,
history by playing in a football game tele- but Coach Mike Nolte lit a fire under the Hawks
vised live from Hawks stadium. But to add at halftime and there was no looking back. A
the ultimate cherry
particular standout
on top of the cake,
was 5’9”, 165-pound
they played the
sophomore Wade
Wallace. Wallace had
Fowler Redcats, the
231 yards on the night
team that just last
and was responsible
November took the
for three touchdowns.
Division V title
Two of the three came
away from the
from 110 yards of
Hawks in a nail biter
rushing and the third
in Fowler. When the
was from a 50-yard
dust had settled this
It could have been called the Wade Wallace
interception. Wallace
time, Liberty High
show. The Liberty running back, number 2, colcame out on top of lected 231 total yards for the night that included also returned a kick
this meeting by a three touchdowns, a 50-yard interception and for 66 yards that set up
final score of 35-25. 66-yard kick return. Wow!
another touchdown.
Liberty
was
Liberty’s defeatured in KFRE Channel 59’s weekly fense was also particularly stingy allowing
“Thursday Night Showdown” program only 126 total yards from Fowler in the secwhere area high school teams play a Thurs- ond half. This year the Hawks are 3-0 and
day night game instead of the usual Friday have scored 120 points while limiting their
night game, and the game is then broadcast opponents to only 31 points. That’s an averlive on Channel 59.
age of 40 points per game by the Hawks to
Emotions were running high on the Lib- 10 for their opponents.
erty side of the field and the stands were
Next week the Hawks play Corcoran in
filled to capacity in anticipation of not only Corcoran.

By Christi McKinney

By Randy Bailey

Remote Control Racing in the ‘Chos
up to 60 miles per hour maneuvering tight
turns, sometimes on two wheels, often reFeel the need for speed but don’t want sulting in jumps that send the cars flying
a speeding ticket? Woodward Raceway is a into the air. The day I was there, I watched
hidden treasure in the Madera Ranchos. If two cars collide in midair only to get right
back into the race.
you’ve driven down
Race monitors are
Road 35 on any given
stationed throughout
Sunday you may
the course to get wayhave noticed dozens
ward cars that may
of canopies and cars
have jumped the track
surrounding the propback into the race.
erty of Randy and
The excitement is
Lisa
Woodward.
contagious on SunUnder those canopies
days with crowds that
kids of all ages and
average 50 people.
several generations
Races take place
work side by side to
every 10 minutes and
insure their electric
each race lasts seven
remote control cars
minutes. The racers
and
trucks
are
charged up and ready
Who knew? Remote control cars are rac- are ranked on a point
to roll.
ing in the Ranchos at speeds up to 60 miles per system and compete
At race time the hour every Sunday at the Randy and Lisa for trophies which are
drivers take their Woodward home on Road 35.
awarded every Sunplace up on a platday to the winners in
form so they have a clear view of the their class. Racers are categorized into the
course. Up to 13 cars at a time race side by “Munchkin Class” for 4-6 year olds, the
side zipping through the course at speeds of Kids Class for 7-12 year olds and the Adult
By Christi McKinney

ored for their hard work and dedication. Special recognition was given to
The Madera Ranchos Volunteer honor veteran Volunteer Fire Captain
Fire Department held its 27th Annual Chuck Hoover for his 35 years of
BBQ, Dance and Fundraiser on Satur- service as a Volunteer Firefighter in
day, Aug. 18 at the beautiful Borba the Madera Ranchos. Hoover, a Ran“Rancho Vista del Rio” on the banks chos resident, has been credited with
of the San
being the
Joaquin
organizing
River. The
force bevery popuhind
the
lar annual
largest and
event gives
most well
the comequipped
munity the
volunteer
opportufire station
nity
to
in Madera
have a nice
County evening,
right here
help with
in the Ranfundraisc h o s .
ing
and
Hoover,
meet and
who
has
thank the
been
inmen and
strumental
w o m e n
in the sucwho give
cess of the
After 35 years, venerable Station 19 Volunteer Fire Captain a n n u a l
their time
so
self- Chuck Hoover has decided to hang up the fire hoses and retire to BBQ, is reNevada and travel. Hoover used the 27th Annual Fireman’s BBQ
lessly.
tiring this
at Borba Ranch to make the announcement.
KMJ580’s
year from
C r a i g
both
the
Hansen served as the master of cere- fire station and from his full time job
monies for the event. Throughout the as a cameraman for Channel 30 News.
evening there was something for He and his wife Barbara have just pureveryone to enjoy. Attendees had the chased a new home in Nevada and are
opportunity to bid on silent auction selling their home in the Ranchos.
items and to preview items that had They are looking forward to spending
been donated for the live auction. The time traveling around the country in
event was attended by 700 people this an RV.
year and $15,000 was raised for low
“When we started doing these dinangle water rescue equipment and ners it consisted of a spaghetti dinner
training. This equipment will help in the parking lot of the fire station,”
firefighters safely retrieve and secure Hoover said. “As the annual BBQs
people from rivers, canals, holes or grew they moved to D & D Ranch,
bluffs.
then Coombs Ranch, then Cobb Ranch
The volunteer firefighters of Sta- and now the beautiful Borba’s ‘Rantion 19 in the Madera Ranchos and
Please see BBQ on P. 3
Station 9 in Rolling Hills were hon-

Class.
The raceway was constructed by
owner Randy Woodward and Father Dewayne Woodward. Together they built one
of the smoothest dirt oval tracks around
with a cool off road track in the center.
“When we moved out to the Ranchos there
wasn’t a lot for families to do together, we
wanted to build something that the whole
community could enjoy” said Woodward

Please see RC CARS on P. 12

Liberty High
HOMECOMING
Friday, Sept. 28
7 p.m.
Hawk Stadium
Click on “Local News” at
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BBQ cont. from P. 2
cho Vista del Rio.’”
Over the past 27 years these events
have made it possible for our fire stations to purchase a variety of equipment. The list of equipment includes a
lightweight Jaws of Life, a support
squad fire truck with high intensity
lights as well as other repair tools. The
equipment is used to support firefighters throughout Madera County at serious accidents, residential fires or large
grass fires. Without these fundraisers

our firefighters would have to share
equipment with other stations and response time would be significantly
longer. These two stations cover Eastern Madera County and all the major
roads – State Route 99, Highway 41
and Avenues 12, 15, 7 and 9. “We get
some pretty serious accidents and need
to be able to respond to them with the
equipment we need,” Hoover said.
“Lives can depend on it.” Hoover said
Madera County volunteer firefighters
respond to emergency calls at a moment’s notice, 24 hours a day.

“I’m very; very proud of what this
company and the Madera Ranchos community has accomplished. I’m leaving
knowing that you’re all in good hands.”
Hoover said. “I’m not proud of what
Madera County has done or rather hasn’t done for our firefighters and for the
citizens of the County. When I started
volunteering 35 years ago Madera
County had six fire engines and one
water tender [equipment] and there
were seven paid firefighters. Today we
have six engines county wide and seven
paid firefighters in Madera County! The

county has got to recognize that the
population of Madera has grown and
needs to find a way to provide the protection that residents pay for when we
pay our property taxes.”
At present we have 23 volunteers at
Station 19 in the Ranchos to help the
one county paid firefighter. Station 9
has four volunteer firefighters. “We are
always looking for new volunteers,
however the training for firefighters is
extensive,” Hoover said. “New volun-

Please see BBQ on P. 10
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DON’T FORGET!

3V
REWARD CARD

ACTIVATE YOUR
GET 2% BACK ON ALL
PURCHASES INCLUDING HAY!

ALFALFA
CUBES

Premium Quality

$349 per ton

FALL FEED FRENZY!

FFA & 4H KIDS!

SHOW HOG FEED

$19.95

with Paylean

/50 lb. bag

& Garden Supply is your premier
16% PROTEIN
21% PROTEIN supplier3VofFeed
Alfa-Alfa, Orchard Grass, Oat Hay, Timothy
LAYING
Hay, Wheat Hay, Sudan Grass, Straw and others!
BROILER GROW
PELLETS
PELLETS or CRUMBLE Sudan Grass ........................... $10.99 per bale

$25.99/80 lb. bag
Diamond
Dog Food

Hay prices are going up - STOCK IT UP!

Oat Hay (Different Qualities) ............. $10.99 per bale
Forage Hay (Heavy) ..................... $12.75 per bale
Wheat Hay (Heavy) ......... .......... $12.99 per bale
Alfalfa (No Limit on Quantity) ............ $12.95 per bale
(and up)

$2
OFF
Lamb & Rice 40 lb. bag Timothy Hay

We also sell heavy bales of alfalfa
(Oregon Top Quality)

..... $17.99 per bale
Orchard Grass (Oregon Top Quality) .. $18.95 per bale
3V FANCY
GAMEBIRD MIX Wheat Straw ............................. $5.99 per bale

$18.95/50 lb. bag
16% PROTEIN • 80 lb. bags also available
9/12

www.The Ranchos.com

(All hay prices subject to change)

PROPANE • All size bottles welcome • $10 minimum
RVs and Motorhomes Welcome
“Quality & Customer Service is Our Motto”

$21.99/80 lb. bag

HORSE PELLET FEED
ECONOMY

$10.99

/50 lb. bag

TOP
QUALITY MANNA SENIOR
Senior Horse Feed from MANNA PRO
when you buy a ton or more

$10 OFF
3rd bag when you buy 2 at regular price

all prices exp. 10/15/12
except where noted and
are subject to change
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By Don Jans
This weekend, amid all the typical campaign rhetoric and meaningless slogans, two
comments were made that truly define why this
election is so critical. I know we hear that every
presidential election is the most crucial of our
time; this one may just be the most important because it will determine which course America
will take.
President Obama said, “… a new vision of
an America in which prosperity is shared.”
Vice Presidential candidate Paul Ryan said,
“We promise equal opportunity, not equal outcomes.”
This has been the age-old argument. It has
been argued from the beginning of recorded history in one form or another. Is it society’s responsibility to give somebody a fish to feed him
today, or to teach him how to fish, so if he
chooses, he can feed himself for life? This is the
argument made by Karl Marx in his famous
quote: “From each according to his abilities; to
each according to his needs,” or prosperity
shared.
We heard Obama say when endorsing the
Occupying Wall Street protestors in October of
2011, that these protesters were “… giving voice
to a more broad-based frustration about how our
financial system works.” In November of 2011,
Obama stated again, about the same group,
“Young people like the ones here today, are the
reason I ran for office in the first place.”
What was Obama endorsing? Prior to his
endorsement, a list of “demands” had been given
by this group. These “demands” included
restoration of the “living wage,” which includes
raising the minimum wage to $20 and guaranteeing a living wage income regardless of employment; free college education; an end to the
fossil fuel economy; $1 trillion in infrastructure
improvements; open borders migration so any-

one can travel anywhere to live and work; immediate across the board debt forgiveness for all;
union elections at any time the union wants to
hold them; and a universal single payer healthcare system.
Karl Marx also endorsed these “demands”
in his writings. In fact, most of these “demands”
are at the heart of his call for a “fair and equitable
classless society.” In the “Critique of the Gotha
Program,” Marx stated that the economic system of wages should run based on his famous
quote of “From each according to his abilities;
to each according to his needs.” He then went on
to describe how the “total social product” should
be distributed. Even before the worker receives
his portion of the distribution, a livable wage is
distributed to all those not working for any reason. He states that those who are working will
produce to their maximum ability because, in
this highest phase of society, labor has become
not only a means of life, but life’s prime want.
THE AMERICAN WORKER WILL
WANT HIS PROPERITY SHARED?
In the Gotha Program, Marx also said that
not only should all elementary education be free
and universal, but this free and universal education should be extended to include at least technical schools, both theoretical and practical.
The heart of the Fundamental Transformation to the classless society of Marx is internationalism. The closing statement in “The
Communist Manifesto” calls for the workers of
the world to unite. National identity and allegiance is counterproductive to a Marxist movement. The transformation, to be successful, must
be international. Free and unrestricted movement
of the worker between borders is a critical element.
Marx asserted that capitalists are responsible for debt. This is because the capitalist does
not pay the worker the full value for his labor.
The essence of capitalism is the capitalist keeping a portion of the worker’s wage according to
Marx. He calls this “surplus value.” This value is
received by the capitalist for which he did nothing. He also criticized the capitalist because he

Please see TEA on P. 15
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Which American Dream for You?

WIN FREE PROPANE!

WIN 250 GALLONS OF PROPANE

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________

Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2013. Delivery must be by August 31, 2013.
Must be a Valley Propane customer.

9/12

M A I L TO: Va l l e y Pr o p a n e • 3 7 2 2 1 Av e. 1 2 # 1 D
M a d e r a, C A 9 3 6 3 6
MOCHAS • SMOOTHIES • LATTES • FRAPPES
CAPPUCCINOS • ESEPRESSO • ICED COFFEE
SUPERIOR DAIRY • PANINI SANDWICHES
DONUTS • OATMEAL • BAGELS & CREAM CHEESE

SAT. SEP. 22
Celebrate with
The Coffee Spot
with a
RIBBON CUTTING
at 6 p.m. and
a MIXER
immediately following!

• FREE WiFi • Open Mic SAT 8-11 p.m. • BEST Coffee!

Click on “Local News” at
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Guest Editorial

President “Incomplete”
By Rich Lowry
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"Are people better off than they were
four years ago?" is hardly a trick question.
It's one of the most reliable cliches in
American politics.
So Gov. Martin O'Malley, a Democrat
from Maryland, should have been ready
with some handy dodge when he was
asked the question by Bob Schieffer of
"Face the Nation." Really, in the circumstance, any circumlocution would do.
Instead, O'Malley said "No," igniting
a firestorm with his unadorned, monosyllabic honesty. Which didn't last. Within 24
hours, the skies had brightened, the
malaise had lifted, and O'Malley was pronouncing the country "clearly better off."
O'Malley can be forgiven for his initial forthrightness. People who make their
living coming up with creative ways to
avoid questions inconvenient to President
Barack Obama didn't do all that much better. Asked twice on "Fox News Sunday" if
Americans are better off, David Axelrod
pointedly wouldn't say "yes" or "no."
Asked three times on "This Week," David
Plouffe passed on a direct answer all three
times.
After getting knocked around for their
evasiveness, though, the Obama team recalibrated and decided to answer "absolutely" to the better-off question. The
herald of the new message was none other
than the man best-suited to bluster his way

“Ask
yourself,
‘Are you
better
off than
you were
four
years
ago?’”

through a not-particularly credible statement, Vice President Joe Biden.
"America is better off today than they
left us when they left," Biden told a union
rally, before adducing as evidence what he
called a "bumper sticker": "Osama bin
Laden is dead and General Motors is
alive."
The catchy bumper sticker doesn't address the better-off question. The query has
to do with personal economic well-being.
It's a wonderful thing that bin Laden was
dispatched, but it doesn't give anyone any
additional income. It's terrific for GM's remaining workers that they are still working, but the cost of the car company's
bailout -- some $35 billion -- makes it a
rotten deal for everyone else.
A clever bumper sticker can't obscure
that real median income has declined
$4,300 since January 2009, the unemployment rate has been above 8 percent for 42
straight months, and long-term unemployment is up and labor-force participation is
down. The Democrats can say all of this is
an accident of timing: The aftereffects of
the Bush recession are unfairly counted
against their record. But the recovery that
they take credit for is also an accident of
timing. The economy wasn't going to keep
shedding 800,000 jobs a month forever.
In fact, the recovery proved dismayingly lackluster. President Obama's signature initiatives -- a stimulus designed to
sate pent-up congressional spending demands, ObamaCare, the hideously complex regulations of Dodd-Frank -- were irrelevant to or crosswise with promoting a
sustained, robust recovery.
Now, the president gives himself a
grade of "incomplete," as if he has much
else yet to accomplish. Yet his stated second-term agenda consists only of a tax increase on the wealthy, and getting along
with the same congressional Republicans
he can't abide. There's evidently nothing
for him to complete, except riding out the
consequences of his misbegotten first term.
Eventually, American will be better off
than they were in 2008. When that day finally comes, this president will have had
nothing to do with it.
Rich Lowry is editor of the National
Review.
(c) 2012 by King Features Synd., Inc.

My Dad likes to tell everyone
the story of when I was about six
years old, driving around in my old
home town. We were driving
through one of the more run down
areas when I turned and asked my
Dad if we were driving through a
junk yard. Most of the houses had
trash and debris all over their front
yards like spare tires, broken down
cars, car parts and even toilets. middle of the junkyard, she has
There was, however, one house on completely blended into her surthe street that stood out from the roundings. My biggest issue is the
rest. Although it was clearly run- diapers. Obviously with young
down and in desperate need of children running around, it is diffisome repair, unlike the dilapidated cult to run out to the trash bins
dwellings that surrounded it, the every hour to dump a dirty diaper,
front yard was clean and well kept, and who wants that smelling up her
the weeds had been pulled, lawn kitchen, but she has taken to littermowed and there wasn’t a scrap of ing her front walkway with the
dirty
diapers,
trash
to
be
getting
around
found. I rememto
collecting
ber asking my
I just don’t understand
and
dumping
Dad why some- this
particular behavior. them whenever
one would build
a house in the What happened to pride in she remembers.
middle of a junk who you are, what you do and I can understand
yard,
in
re- what you have? Just because that she can’t
sponse my fa- your possessions aren’t brand afford a diaper
ther taught me a new and top of the line does- genie, but I am
sure there has to
valuable
and
n’t
mean
they
aren’t
valuable.
be an inexpentimeless lesson,
sive alternative
This
idea
that
you
just
wear
this was an example of some- out the old until you can re- to littering her
one with little place it with the new is a sad front stoop with
means
taking reflection of today’s society. dirty, smelly diapers.
Maybe
pride in what
move
the
trash
they had, rebin
to
the
back
gardless of its
yard
so
she
can
easily
dispose
of
age or what surrounded it.
the
mess
without
leaving
her
chilYou can find similar instances
of this everywhere, in the way peo- dren alone. Perhaps she can tie
ple keep their homes, their cars, them up in a plastic grocery bag to
even their clothes. As your things help keep smell out of her kitchen
age, people with a sense of pride until she takes the trash out. In any
still care for them as if they were event, tossing them out her front
new, while others simply give up door is a disgusting habit and
on their possessions. Why take shows absolutely no pride in how
care of something that isn’t fancy she keeps her house. It certainly
makes me think twice about
or fashionable?
I have a friend who is stricken whether or not I want to have a
with this same phenomenon, and visit. I asked her about this once,
she could have definitely benefit- and in her opinion, if she had a big
ted from that very lesson I learned fancy house she would be more
with my father. She and her hus- concerned with finding a more
band and their four children, like suitable place for soiled diapers,
many Americans right now, are but because she doesn’t care about
struggling to make ends meet. the house, she doesn’t care about
They rent an old house in the how it is perceived.
lower socioeconomic part of town.
Please see GEN WHY on P. 11
And unlike that one house in the

LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

559-645-5363
chadstrucking.com

SAND & GRAVEL •
CRUSHED ROCK •
LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •
HUMUS •
BARK •
CHIPS •
RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •
COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •
CONSTRUCTION
CLEANUP •

CA #142100
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Taking Pride in Yours
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Say you saw it in

the Ranchos Independent
Click on “Local News” at
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DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE
Same Day Service
Family Owned
Since 1976

674-1663
14794 Hwy 41
Madera

4H is on the Fast Track
9/12

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSUR ANCE?
Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood insurance (or eliminate it completely).
You can't afford to wait any longer,
so contact the professionals
today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815
9/12

Lic. #PLS 5815

36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

Sierra Shadows 4-H club has been
very busy. The Madera County Fair was
in full swing. The members of the
Sierra Shadows 4-H club had worked
hard all summer long in order to get
their animals in good condition to make
weight and with the hope when auction
time rolled around, their animals would
receive some top bids. Some members
also entered still exhibits.
Sierra Shadows 4-H club has a lot
to offer this year. The 4-H club is offering 20 different projects members can
participate in. Sierra Shadows 4-H club
is always looking for adults interested
in becoming 4-H volunteer project leaders. Volunteers are the backbone of the
4-H program and in carrying out the 4H program and activities. Here are a few
basic requirements: be at least over 18

years old; have a desire to help youth
learn by doing; time and energy to devote to the project. A minimum of six
hours of instruction is required to complete a project with most projects occurring over a period of several weeks
or months during a year. The 4-H has resources available to help assist you in
becoming a successful leader. If you are
interested in becoming a 4-H volunteer,
call Terri Fernandez at 559-645-4836.
Our next big event the members are
looking forward to is 4-H Achievement
Night/Officer Installation which is held
in October and will kickoff National 4H week. Officers are installed to their
club positions and members receive
special recognition awards. During this
week, the public may see window displays at various locations showing the
various projects 4-H has to offer.
Youth between the ages of 9 to 18
years old may join 4-H. The Sierra
Shadows 4-H club leader is Terri Fernandez, who can be reached at 559645-4836.
Her
email
is
trrfernandez@yahoo.com. The next
club meeting will be held at Sierra
View Elementary School cafeteria on
Tuesday, October 9, at 7 p.m. Hope to
see you there.
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Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

From Soup to ... Soup!

Quick, Fast
Results
CALL NOW!

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included
• AM PM
Medications
• Diet Injection

LOSE WEIGHT
AND INCHES TOO

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!
$
OFF

20

1st visit only

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP
“We Are Very
Affordable”

224-6744

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!
More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.
We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

559-268-6650
call Tom and Maria at

9/12

3535 S. Temperance • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

Ranchos Dental Care
& Orthodontics
37144 Avenue 12 #104
Madera Ranchos

559-645-5320
www.ranchosdental.net

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

9/12

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!
36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849
www.bedrockeng.com

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate

•
•
•
•

Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
Divide your property with a parcel map
Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley
9/12

by Jean Briner

Have you had just about
enough of this hot weather? I
know we haven’t had some of
t h o s e 11 5 d e g r e e d a y s I r e m e m ber from the past, but I under- with it – the varieties are endstand we broke some kind of less:
record for the longest stretch of
The 6 cups of vegetables
d a y s a t 1 0 0 o r m o r e . We l l , I f o r c a n b e a n y t h i n g y o u o r y o u r
o n e d o n ’ t l i k e t h o s e k i n d s o f f a m i l y l i k e . Wi t h t h e s u m m e r
records.
gardens winding down, there
L o o k i n g a t t h e c a l e n d a r, t h e a r e
different
varieties
of
first day of fall will be Satur- squash, okra, green beans, potad a y, S e p t . 2 2 . D o e s n ’ t t h a t t o e s ( i n c l u d i n g y a m s o r s w e e t
sound great? Makes me think of potatoes) or bell peppers. Or
b e i n g a b l e t o c o o k a n d n o t w o r - f r o m t h e f a r m e r ’s m a r k e t , h o w
rying
about
about turnips
heating up the
or cabbage. If
kitchen or the
D e a r r e a d e r s : I w o u l d you don’t have
whole house. I
l o v e t o h e a r f ro m y o u ! D o fresh vegetathink
just
bles available,
about
every- y o u h a v e a f a v o r i t e re c i p e how
about
one likes soup y o u w o u l d l i k e t o s h a re ? canned
corn,
(I know some A n i d e a t h a t I c a n e x p a n d or
green
people
who o n ? I w o u l d l o v e y o u r beans. Or how
could eat soup
i n p u t a n d h e l p o n t h e n e x t about frozen
any day of the
green
beans,
b a t c h o f re c i p e s . C a l l m e corn, peas or
year).
So, looking a t t h e o f f i c e a t 6 4 5 - 0 6 3 4 even a package
f o r w a r d t o t h e or email me at ranchonews@ o f m i x e d v e g c o o l e r y a h o o . c o m a n d l e t ’s t a l k . e t a b l e s . I f y o u
w e a t h e r, l e t ’s
are going to
talk soup this
use
baby
month.
spinach
or
Swiss
chard
B a s i c Ve g e t a b l e S o u p
wait until the last five minutes
1 T olive oil
of cooking before adding them.
1 onion – chopped
Liquid can be water or veg2 ribs celery – sliced
etable broth for you vegetari2 carrots, peeled & chopped ans, but the rest of us can use
6 cups vegetables, chopped
either chicken or beef stock. I
4 C Liquid
r e a d o n e r e c i p e t h a t u s e d V- 8
15 ounces canned diced for a liquid – but that would be
tomatoes
your choice.
1 T dried herbs
Be careful when adding
½ tsp. kosher salt
dried herbs. Remember that
In a large pot or Dutch oven they are stronger dried than
h e a t o l i v e o i l o n m e d i u m h e a t . f r e s h . Yo u c a n u s e d r i e d b a s i l ,
Add onion, celery and carrots Italian seasoning, or anything
a n d s t i r a n d w e l l c o a t w i t h o i l . y o u p r e f e r.
C o o k , s t i r r i n g o c c a s i o n a l l y,
until vegetables turn golden.
Carrot Soup
Stir in vegetables, let cook for
4 C hot water
a few minutes, stirring often.
4 tsp. instant bouillon (or 1
Cover with liquid; add tomatoes bouillon cube)
and dried herbs and salt. Bring
2 cloves garlic, minced
to a boil. Reduce heat until a
1 onion, chopped (about 1 ½
s l o w s i m m e r. C o v e r a n d l e t c u p s )
cook for about 30 minutes or
1 r i b c e l e r y, c h o p p e d
until vegetables are done.
2 T butter or olive oil
This recipe is so versatile
Please see RECIPE on P. 13
you can do just about anything
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Look Good and Feel Great

Say you saw it in

the Ranchos Independent
Click on “Local News” at

Action ...
Not Just Promises

Proven financial leadership during challenging economic times
Mark Toole, Golden Valley Unified School District Board President 2011 and
2012, has proven financial leadership during challenging economic times. He has
over 20 years of active participation with the local educational system and
community organizations. Additionally, he has served on the District Budget
Steering Committee and School Facilities Committee.

Accomplishments

• Implemented District-wide solar project to avoid electricity price hikes - First year
savings - $4,700; Projected savings by 2023 - over $1 million
• Liberty High School Improvements - Approved new policies for usage of personal
technology devices for learning; Constructed science wing/football stadium; Approved
approximate 10 acre ag farm site; Hired second ag department teacher; Introduced
Intro to Ag Mechanics class (masonry, electrical, plumbing, welding, small engines);
Donated hay baling services to ag booster for first year crop project ($1,000 savings)
• Exceeded required state cash reserves by at least 18%
• Decreased overstaffing/inefficient costs in district office to increase available
classroom funds
• Completed Ranchos Middle School
• Modernized Webster Elementary School
• Approved Sierra View Elementary School’s modernization

Goals

• Continue District financial stability • Complete Sierra View’s modernization
• Develop Liberty’s vocational education facilities (auto shop, wood working,
metal fabrication) • Enhance Liberty’s sports facilities

Supporters

Endorsed by County and Local Community Members
Sheriff John Anderson • Cheri Adams • Frank Bigelow • Brian Freeman
Ronn Dominici • Howard McFarland • Dale Evans • Aimee McFarland
Virginia Vick • Ollia Ridge • Mary Tucker • Terri Fernandez • John Mosely
Martin Fernandez • Catherine Mosley • Esmeralda Lopez • Chad Harr • Art Fringer
Katie Harr • Don Foster • Jason Button • Toby Sheehan • Darcel Button
Matt Bullis • Larry Wolford • Steve Wingert
Michael P. Cardoza • Rick Channy
Cheryl Cardoza • Chris Kemps • Bob Hill
Ryan Rocca • Brenda Bradford
Dan Bradford • Robert Styles
Chris Norwood • Verlin Dill
William Whyman
Nancy Finley and many more ...

R e- E l ec t

Mark Toole

for GVUSD Trustee

Action ... not just promises
Remember to VOTE
Tuesday, Nov. 6
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The Stock Report

Ranchos News Both Good and Sad
erate Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce.
My next question was why is having a
local Chamber important to the people in
Hi neighbors,
Southeast Madera County? The answer was
Did you miss my article in the last Ran- because it serves as a liaison between the
chos Independent newspaper? Several peo- people and the businesses, the professional
ple have said that they missed my article and community and the County of Madera. It
wondered what happened. I really did write also serves as an information center for the
an article and I really did send it to Randy area by answering questions about local
but my computer decided not to talk to his shopping, employment, housing, schools,
computer. I didn’t realize that Randy had not recreation, community services, local busireceived my emailed article until the paper nesses and many other questions that come
came out. That is the way I send my article, in the local Chamber door.
by email. So long story short I am going to
What can the local Chamber of Comtry this again. Part of this article will be what merce do for the business community? The
I wrote for last month and part of it will be Chamber provides a place for businesses to
new stuff.
have a meeting. The local Chamber holds
At the local Golden Valley Chamber of mixers for members and their friends to meet
Commerce meeting we were talking about and network with other local business ownthe importance of
ers. The local Chamhaving our own local
ber actively promotes
Chamber of Comnew industrial and
At the local Golden Valley business
merce in the Rangrowth
chos. This brought to Chamber of Commerce meeting we within the Ranchos
mind a similar con- were talking about the importance and surrounding area.
versation that I had of having our own local Chamber of The local Chamber
with Bill Bell many Commerce in the Ranchos. This puts together a ribbon
years ago. I was startcutting ceremony to
brought to mind a similar conversa- introduce a new busiing to go to meetings
to find out how to tion that I had with Bill Bell many ness to the commucreate a new school years ago ... when Bill Bell con- nity. There is a fax
district in the Ran- vinced me that the local Chamber of machine available to
chos and I needed a Commerce is important to the Ran- the community at the
lot of information.
local Chamber office
chos and surrounding areas to hold located in the MayBill Bell had gotten
the local Chamber of the community together, I hope I wood Center on AvCommerce started in have convinced you that we all need enue 12. You can call
the Ranchos and he to support our local Chamber.
the local Chamber
told me it was very
phone at 645-4001. If
important that I atyou get an answering
tended
Chamber
machine just leave a
meetings and share with the business com- message and your phone number and we will
munity what I was trying to do. The Ranchos get back to you. The office is staffed by volcommunity wanted its own high school and unteers. Would you like to volunteer your
Madera Unified was not going to build it for help?
us. So the community members took matters
The last question I asked was how does
into their own hands. Before we could build the local Chamber have money to operate,
a high school we had to form a school district pay the rent for office space, pay the PG&E,
and pass a bond. The community needed all and phone bill? The answer was that the
of the help it could get. The local Chamber local Chamber has fundraisers and memberwas a good place to start.
ship dues from local businesses. The FlatThe following are some of the questions landers Day Parade is put on by the local
and answers about our local Chamber of Chamber to showcase the local schools, difCommerce that I received from Bill Bell and ferent children organizations, businesses,
are still true today. I asked how does our churches, local politicians and local active
local Chamber of Commerce operate and the community members. The local Chamber
answer was by volunteers from local busi- also puts on an Annual Crab Feed as a major
ness people. There is a board composed of a fundraiser. Each year the local Chamber
President. Past president, Vice President, partners with the Ranchos Library CommitSecretary, Treasure, and nine board mem- tee to operate a fireworks stand during the
bers. These are all local business people who
Please see STOCK on P. 11
devote their time, energy and dollars to opBy Audrey Stock

One day when our daughter, Candice,
was in second grade at Webster her homework was to create a fire escape plan for the
family. We chose the three trees in the front
yard as our meeting place, talked about
“stop, drop, and roll,” and how to escape
through doors or, if need be, windows. When
it was dark we did a practice run. Everyone
got into bed and Scott tripped the smoke
alarm. The kids froze in their beds. Having
never heard it before they were too scared to
move! That experience taught us the importance of emergency preparedness and making sure everyone is trained and ready.
Thank you, Mrs. Zinn.
September is National Emergency Preparedness Month. According to the California Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection, roughly two-thirds of home fire
deaths occur in homes without working
smoke alarms. Being prepared for fire and
other disasters can save your life and the
lives of those you love. Here are some tips
that will help you prepare.
Fire Emergency Preparedness:
Install smoke alarms in every bedroom,
in the hallways leading to the bedrooms, and
on each level of your home including the
basement.
Change smoke alarm batteries when

BBQ cont. from P. 3
teers are required to go through 80
hours of training before they can start.
It’s difficult in today’s world when
many people have to work two jobs just
to put food on the table.” Hoover encourages all residents to become involved and support their local fire
stations. The “Sparklers” are an organization that supports our fire station with
fund raising activities, the BBQ as well
as other activities during the year. If you
are interested in volunteering please
contact Debbie Farr at 559-259-3325.
Event organizer Debbie Farr wants
to thank the community for helping in
such a tough economy. “All of the vol-

• GROOMING • GROOMING •

call 645-PETS to make your grooming appointments now

37221 Ave. 12 #1C • in the Maywood Center

ES
$5 RABTIS
SHO

7-Year

A

CELEBnniversary
and low RATION
cost s
SA

ho
9 • 10 ats
.m.

T. SEP.
2
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Family Emergency Plan:
Record an emergency contact number
in each family member’s cell phone and
label it “ICE” (In Case of Emergency).
Identify a local and out-of-town contact
for family members to check in with, in case
of disaster.
Designate a family meeting place.
Inquire about emergency plans at work,
daycare and school.
Use texting to connect with family
members if phone networks are disrupted.

ADS

LOGOS
PR

MARKETING

645-0634

Helpful Hints:
Sesame Street helps take the “scare” out
of preparing young children for emergency
situations.
Visit
their
website
(www.SesameStreet.org.ready.activities) for
games, videos, and activity books. You can
also find more helpful tools and tips at
www.ready.gov or, contact me and I’ll send
you a copy of their Family Supply List and
Family Emergency Plan. It’s better to be safe
(and prepared) than sorry!
You can contact Brenda McElroy to have
questions answered at Organized by Choice (because things don’t always fall into place) at P.O.
Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729, or you can email
her at info@organizedbychoice.com, visit her website www.organizedbychoice.com or she can be
reachedby phone at 559-871-3314.

unteers, and sponsors: Vulcan Materials, Fresno County Credit Union and
Marie Calendars among others and
Mark and Peggy Borba for hosting the
event,” Farr said. “Eric Wagner of Outlaw Catering did a wonderful job catering the delicious chicken and tri tip
dinner and CJ Brantley was the lively
auctioneer for the evening.”
These Ranchos volunteers are truly
heroic for giving of their time to keep
our community safe, whether it’s a fire,
a car accident or a medical emergency.
The people of the Ranchos want to wish
Chuck Hoover all the best for 35 years
of service and invite him to enjoy his
well-deserved retirement. The Madera
Ranchos will miss you.

2 FOR 1 SPECIAL!

Senior and/or Family Photo Sittings
$150 for 24 proofs burned onto CD • You own the copyright!
Shot in a natural setting in the Madera Ranchos
or a location of your choice.
9/12

Be Prepared!

Emergency Supply Kit:
One gallon of water per person per day
(3-day supply)
3-day supply per person of non-perishable food and can opener
Battery-powered or hand crank radio
Flashlight and extra batteries
First aid kit and manual

GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING

• GROOMING • GROOMING •

you turn your clocks forward and backward.
Create and practice an escape plan.
Place fire extinguishers in your kitchen
and garage.

GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING
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Say you saw it in

the Ranchos Independent
Click on “Local News” at

Page 11
GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

Okay, so you can’t afford a professional landscaper, does that mean
you let the weeds overtake your
lawn and garbage collect in the corners? So you don’t drive a BMW,
that doesn’t mean that your 15-yearold car doesn’t deserve to be clean
and maintained. And finally, just because you don’t live in your dream
home or in your dream neighborhood doesn’t mean you should feel
good about disgusting and smelly
diapers covering your front stoop.
Take pride in what you have because
it may not be new, but it is yours,
and after all, there are people out
there that would give anything for
what you have, regardless of its age.

9/12

There is a twit at my work who
shares the same attitude with his car.
His parents were kind enough to give
him their old car when he needed
one. It wasn’t new, it wasn’t sporty
or sexy, but it ran well and got him
to and from work. He obviously has
no real regard for this car and it
shows just by looking at it. His
garbage from his fast food lunches
has piled up in the back seat, coffee
and soda stains that have never been
cleaned up are splattered throughout,
and I am quite certain that it hasn’t
been washed in at least a year. Even
older cars deserve a little TLC.

I just don’t understand this particular behavior. What happened to
pride in who you are, what you do
and what you have? Just because
your possessions aren’t brand new
and top of the line doesn’t mean
they aren’t valuable. This idea that
you just wear out the old until you
can replace it with the new is a sad
reflection of today’s society. Everything can be upgraded or replaced.
We live in a disposable culture
where people stop caring about
things once the newer, better version
is on the market. The bottom line is
that even if you are of little means,
you can still treat your possessions
as if they mean the world to you.

www.The Ranchos.com

STOCK cont. from P. 9
4th of July celebration. Remember this is
all done by volunteers. For the first time
the local Chamber sponsored a professional Farmers Market in the Ranchos.
The last one was held on August 30. I
hope that we will have them back next
year. So like when Bill Bell convinced me
that the local Chamber of Commerce is
important to the Ranchos and surrounding areas to hold the community together,
I hope I have convinced you that we all
need to support our local Chamber.
Now I have some sad news. The
Ranchos/Hills Seniors have had two active members die in the last two months.
Anna Jean Barrow passed away on July
20. She was born on March 2, 1925 in
Oklahoma. Jean died at the home of her
son Steve Barrow in the Ranchos. Jean
was under the care of the St. Agnes Hospice at the time of her death. She was 87
years old. Jean and her deceased husband
Jim Barrow were charter members of the
Ranchos/Hills Seniors. Jim Barrow was
the first President of the Ranchos/Hills
Seniors organization. Jean and her sister
Ruth Baker prepared many delicious
meals that were fundraisers for the Ranchos/Hills Seniors. Jean and Ruth also
prepared the food sold during the time
that RHS played Bingo at our center. A
graveside service for Jean was held on
July 28. A celebration of Jean’s life was
held at the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center
following the graveside service. We will
miss our very active Jean Barrow at the
Ranchos/Hills Center.
Then on August 15, Emery Joseph
Brunett died at the age of 88 years old.
Emery was in Clovis at the time of his
death, at the Golden Care Home. Emery
was born on February 23, 1924 in Santa
Cruz, California. Emery and his wife Patricia Burnett have been very active members of the Ranchos/Hills Seniors since
they moved to the Ranchos in 2003.
Emery was an Army veteran, who served
in the Second World War. During the Battle of the Bulge in Germany he suffered
from frost bite of his legs. When he came
home from the war Emery worked on the
Alaska pipeline. Emery worked on dams
throughout California. His last job was at
Helms Creek for PG&E. He and Patricia
were at Helms Creek dam project for 10
years. Emery’s sons were David, Mike,
Tommy and he had one other son who
was deceased, as well as his daughter
Maria. Emery was a hard worker at the
Senior Center and he loved playing cards
on Thursday nights at the Center. The loss
of these two members is felt by everyone
at the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center.

RC CARS cont. from P. 2
who used to have a track in Clovis. Woodward is a custom pinstriper by trade and also
manages his son’s popular cover band, 51
Aces.
Father and son racers TJ Smith and son
Jake, 9, who attends Sierra View Elementary
School, are frequent visitors. In fact Jake has
done so well that after competing for just six
months he has advanced from the kids class
into the adult class and he’s still winning
many races in that category. Father TJ Smith,
who works for Madera Hobby – another
Madera Ranchos business – said, “People
Nine-year-old Jake Smith is racing with
will often stop by just to watch and pretty the big boys and has his eye on the First Place
soon they show up with their own car ready to trophy.
race.” If you’d like to give it a try Madera
Hobby will rent you a ready-to-race car for the day for just $20 and bring it out to the
track for you. To arrange for a rental call Tom at 559-822-5800 so he can have one charged
up and ready for you. The price of these cars can range anywhere from approximately
$125 stock, on sale, to the $200 range depending on how tricked out you want to go.
Woodward Raceway is located at 13062 Road 35 and is open to anyone and everyone and spectators are always welcome. The
track is open seven days a week, year round.
Madera Ranchos residents are welcome to
come out and practice on the track for free.
Just call or email Randy to let him know you
are coming so the track is ready. There is a $5
fee for non-Ranchos residents. Races take
place every Sunday from 8 a.m. – 1 p.m. On
race days wife Lisa Woodward runs a snack
bar for donations. Racers pay a $10 entry fee.
Any money collected is used for trophies and
maintenance and track improvements. Woodward can be contacted at Rwoody32@yahoo
.com or by phone at 559-469-7117. If you’d
like to watch some races, visit their website at
The elevated Command Center offers a www.woodwardraceway.com. It’s great to
birds-eye view of the action for the racers at see adults, kids and grandkids all enjoying the
Woodward’s racetrack.
excitement of racing.

Got ants ... or those pesky little ground beetles?
Of course you do, you live in the Ranchos!

We are offering a special
to our Ranchos neighbors!

No extra start up fees with an annual service.
Competitive pricing with free estimates!
Call us for more details or to schedule your estimate.

645-5720 or 645-5386
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Page 12

36434 Ave. 12 • www.delkpestcontrol.com
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WE’RE ON THE WEB!
Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.
Get fully downloadable back issues of
the Ranchos Independent
(beginning with April 2006).
Learn how you can add your
Ranchos-area business to this site!

www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com

9/12

Say you saw it in

the Ranchos Independent
Click on “Local News” at
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Home of Dina’s Famous “Upside-Down” Pizza

Dinner Entree Features

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Chicken Entree Feature
Pork Entree Feature
Veal Entree Feature
Seafood Entree Feature
Prime Rib Entree Feature
Pasta Entree Feature

Look for our NEW Dinner Features each and every week

Football Fans!!!

Come and watch your favorite NFL
teams play every Sunday on Direct TV
NFL Ticket during the NFL Regular Season.
We will be offering breakfast Strombolis in
addition to our regular menu. We
will open at 9 a.m. every Sunday
during the NFL Regular Season.

Serving Lunch & Dinner

9/12

Sunday - Thursday 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Friday & Saturday 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Closed on Mondays

Pete and Maria’s Italian Bistro
37275 Ave. 12, Madera Ranchos • 645-5545
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Getting to Know New Staff at Golden Valley Schools Attendance Rise
Is GVUSD Goal
With the new school year brings new E l e m e n t a r y ,
room ever!
faces to Golden Valley Unified School
District.
The district hired seven new teachers
for the 2012-2013 school year, three at
Webster Elementary, two at Sierra View
Elementary and two at Liberty High
School.
Below is a closer look at the newest
additions at the Golden Valley Unified educators.
Natalie Devany
School
and
grade/subject:
Sierra View Elementary, second grade
Your
high
school: ArrowNatalie Devany, 2nd
smith Acad- Grade Teacher, Sierra View
emy
Elementary
College and
degree: Bachelor’s from Evergreen Washington State and multiple subject credential from St. Mary’s College
Years teaching: 4th year
Why did you want to become a teacher?
I grew up watching my mother, who was a
teacher, and was inspired to follow in her
footsteps. I saw how she was making a difference in her student’s lives, and I wanted
to do the same.
What is the best part about being a
teacher? You make a difference in student’s lives, and you work with people
who do the same. Also, as a teacher I am
constantly trying to strengthen my skills to
meet the needs of all students in the classroom. It is very rewarding!
Marital status: Yes I am married. This is
our 4th year.
Kids: 1 daughter, 13 months.
Hobbies and favorite activities: Reading,
running, and enjoying my family.
Final question, what is an interesting
factoid about you? I ran a marathon a few
years ago, and just ran a half marathon the
other week in San Diego.
Ashley Risenhoover
School and grade/subject: Sierra View

third grade
Your
high
school: Kingsburg
Joint
Union
High
School
Ashley Risenhoover,
College and de- 3rd Grade Teacher, Sierra
gree: California View Elementary
State University,
Fresno
Years teaching: First year.
Why did you want to become a teacher?
I have always had the feeling that being
around kids was something I wanted to do
with my life. I grew up in a home family
daycare since I was born (24 years ago) so
being around children was just another
“norm” for me. Being in front of children
comes naturally to me and watching the
growth and development in them throughout the year is the most rewarding feeling
I have ever felt.
What are you looking forward to this
year? I am looking forward to building relationships with the parents of Madera
Ranchos and the children, as it is my intention to make Sierra View “my second
home.”
Marital status: Not married.
Kids, if any (with years old please): Yes,
I have a three and a half year old son
named Landon.
Hobbies and favorite activities: I love
playing softball. I am currently on a co-ed
team that plays Tuesday nights at the
Jensen and West Sports Complex.
Final questions, what is an interesting
factoid about you? I love to sing. I have
auditioned and sang for Disneyland in the
Christmas Candlelight Performance twice
in my life, both while attending Kingsburg
High School (sophomore and senior year.)
I also sang for the Valley Honor’s Choir in
my junior year; both experiences were rewarding and something I will never forget.
Tamar Bedoyan
School and grade/subject: Webster Elementary, K-3 Special Day Class
Your high school: Bullard High School
Years teaching: This is my first class-

What is the best part about being a
teacher? The best part about being a special educator is that moment when a student understands a concept, story, or
general education practice. I enjoy teaching my students skills that facilitate their
inclusion in Webster’s learning community. Being a special educator makes me
appreciate and celebrate every accomplishment, no matter how miniscule it may
seem to others. Small accomplishments
add up to great victories for my students.
Nothing compares to the joy
on my students’
faces when they
accomplish a
new feat and
knowing that
Tmar Bedoya, Special
our efforts (me Education Teacher, Weband my para- ster Elementary
professionals)
are the reason that student worked to
achieve that feat.
Marital status: Single
Hobbies and favorite activities: I enjoy
playing basketball, spending time with my
family, going to concerts, discovering new
restaurants, and traveling with friends.
Final questions, what is an interesting
factoid about you? I speak three languages fluently: Armenian, Spanish, and
English.
Audrey Fulton
School
and
grade/subject:
Webster Elementary, first
grade
Your
high
school: Bullard
Audrey Fulton, 1st
High School
Grade Teacher, Webster ElCollege and ementary
degree: California State University Fresno, bachelors
in liberal studies
Why did you want to become a teacher?
Ever since I was a little girl, I have wanted

Please see NEW STAFF on P. 16

One of the major goals that Golden
Valley Unified School District Superintendent Andy Alvarado wants the District
to reach is a one percent increase in attendance numbers. With each percent increase in attendance numbers, the district
will receive more than $100,000.
“With the way the state continues to
deficit our revenue limit, boosting our attendance is one way to maximize revenue,” Alvarado said.
The current attendance rate at Golden
Valley is 94.83 percent and Alvarado is
hoping to raise that number. The personal
lifetime cost to students who don’t attend
is very great, but the cost to sisters, brothers and others students in the District is
also sizeable.
The State of California pays the District every day a student is present. The
District does not get paid for students who
miss school for family vacation, illness,
doctor visits and dental appointments.
“Our most important goal is to give
each student in the District the opportunity
to learn, grow and succeed,” Alvarado
said.
The district has launched a public
awareness campaign called “Count Me
In!” to make people aware about the importance of attending school. The goal of
the Count Me In program is to communicate to students, parents and the community the importance of student attendance.
It will help them engage in understanding
and spreading the message about the importance of regular school attendance.
The program will also offer incentives
to reward students and schools with the
most improved and highest attendance.
“Even if a student is going to be gone
for five or more days, they can go into
short-term independent study, which will
count them in school to help their individual attendance number and the school’s,”
Alvarado said. “Improving students’ attendances is a top priority in Golden Valley this year.”
The district also has an online attendance
system
for
parents
at
www.gvusd.k12.ca.us/studentparentinfo.

Click on “Local News” at
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Low Cost Rabies
Vaccination Clinic

Link - Garcia

Sat., Sept. 29 • 10 a.m - Noon

For INFO call
559-673-0298 or 559-232-3191

9/12

Rabies $5 • DA2PPV (Parvo/Distemper) $12 • DA2PPV+C
(Parvo/Distemper/Coronavirus) $20 • Bordetella
(Kennel Cough) $10 • Puppy Package: Includes
DA2PPV+C, Bordetella and Roundworm Deworming
$32 • Dog Package: Includes Rabies,
DA2PPV+C and Bordetella
$27 • Cat Package: Includes
Rabies, FVRCP and Feline
Leukemia $25
All pets must be on a leash or in a carrier.

Miss Kayleigh Link and Mr. Alex
Garcia are pleased to announce their plans
to be married on Saturday, October 6.
The couple, who are both graduates
of Liberty High School’s Class of 2007,
are planning a service at Sunny Grove
Beach in Santa Cruz, Calif.
At present, Link is a Teacher’s Aide

Dog Gone Cute Store
37221 Ave. 12 #1C
Madera Ranchos

9/12

TEA cont. from P. 4

www.The Ranchos.com

would reinvest this “surplus value” to create even
morecapital.Marxassertedthatthecapitalistforced
theworkerintodebt,becauseheforcedtheworker
to consume more commodities than value he received. The worker is not responsible for his debt.
Marx,likeFDR,ObamaandtheMarxist/Progressives, believed that the state should determine
how the total proceeds of labor should be distributed, or what is commonly called “Central Planning.” It is the state who should determine what
portion of proceeds should be allocated to public
works,allocatedforreplacementofnecessaryproductive equipment, and control use of all natural
resources since they are after all the property of the
people.Wecanviewwith20/20hindsighthowthis
“CentralPlanning”processandgovernmentalcontrol of the economy in fact hinders economic recovery.Anobjectivereviewofthe1930’scanonly
reachthehonestconclusionthatthesepoliciesused
by FDR, not only restricted recovery growth, but
led to an even deeper recession in 1937 and 1938
than the one in 1929. FDR’s policies also kept the
unemploymentrateindoubledigitfigures.Arewe
making the same mistakes today?
Marx was the “party boss” of the first international workers union. He wrote in 1853, after a
waveofworkersstrikes,howimportanttheorganization of workers is to ending the enslavement of
the worker and abolishing the wage system. He
calledthesestrikesandstrugglesawar,andthatthe

at Webster Elementary in the Ranchos and
Garcia is working toward a career as a
nurse anesthetist. Both Link and Garcia
are 2010 graduates of the Madera Center
Junior College located on Avenue 12.
Both life-long residents of the Ranchos, Link and Garcia plan to remain in
the Ranchos after their marriage.
trade union is the essential point around which the
battle is built. Tactics in these struggles, such as
strikes, demonstrations, protests and riots are not
important. Only the result is important. The trade
union is to the war on the capitalistic system, what
the family is to the survival of society (this was not
stated by Marx but is attributable to the author).
Yes, this election is crucial to America. Will
we follow the path of shared prosperity called for
by Marx, Obama, Occupying Wall Street, and all
Marxist/Progressives, or will we REVERT to the
conceptofequalopportunity,notequaloutcomes?
Don Jans is the author of My Grandchildren’s America: Will it still be the land of the free
and the home of the brave? His website is located
at www.mygrandchildrensamerica.com.

Madera Chapter Tea Party Meetings
MaderaChaptermeetingsareheldonthethird
Monday of each month at 6 p.m. at VFW Hall,
2026GranadaDriveinMadera.Meetingdatescan
beconfirmedonourCentralValleyTeaPartywebsite at www.centralvalleyteaparty.com for scheduled speakers and their topics of discussion.
For comments or questions contact Madera
Ranchos Tea Party Coordinator John Smedley
by e-mail at jcsmedley@comcast.net or call him
at 559-645-7031. You may also contact Madera
Tea Party Coordinator Rick Farinelli by e-mail
at richardfarinelli@sbcglobal.net or call him at
559-706-5386.
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to be a teacher. I believe it is the most rewarding job out there.
Marital status: I am not married and I do
not have any kids, (yet).
Hobbies and favorite activities: Traveling and reading.
Final questions, what is an interesting
factoid about you? An interesting fact
about me is that both of my grandmothers
are named Dolores and both of my grandfathers are named Joseph.
Sarah Marshall
School and grade/subject: Webster, third
Grade
Your high school: Washington Union
High School
College and degree: Bachelor’s from
Fresno State
Years teaching: This is my 10th year in
the classroom.
Teaching experience: Nine years in Mendota
Unified
and first year at
Webster.
What is the
best part about
being
a
teacher? The
Sarah Marshall, 3rd
best parts about Grade Teacher, Webster Elteaching
are ementary

those, “a-ha” moments. There’s nothing
more rewarding than seeing my students
make connections and excel academically.
Marital status: I have been married for 13
years to my husband, Prince Marshall.
Kids: Jordan Marshall, 14, P.J. Marshall,
10.
Hobbies and favorite activities: I love
getting out with my family and enjoying
outdoor activities. You will often find the
Marshalls running through Woodward
Park.
Final questions, what is an interesting
factoid about you? I am terrified of spiders.
Kenneth Vossler
School
and
grade/subject:
Liberty High
School, Special
Education
Your
high
school:
Bret
Kenneth Vossler, SpeHarte
High cial Education Teacher,
Liberty High School
School
College and degree: California State University, Fresno
Years teaching: This is my fifth year
teaching.
Why did you want to become a
teacher? I come from a family of educators and have seen many examples of

teachers changing students' lives. Some of
my earliest memories involve my father
and his interactions with his students or
sports teams. Teaching allows you the opportunity to make an impact at the ground
level. There is a quote in my yearbook
written by one of my high school teachers, Mrs. Oneto. Inside she wrote that,
“Once when you get your many talents in
order can you go on and do anything you
want. Until then you will always be stuck
looking for what you need just to get by.”
She basically told me I was underachieving. This is what excites me about teaching. Just like Mrs. Oneto, great teachers
look at the greatest potential each student
possesses and inspires them to reach their
potential.
Are you coaching a sport or helping with
any extracurricular activity? I was also
hired as the varsity boy's head coach after
spending the past five years as the head
varsity assistant at Central High School.
Marital status: I have been married to
Marni Vossler for the past eight years
Kids: Four boys. Aiden (7), Micah (5),
Kyler (3), and Tobyn (2).
Hobbies and favorite activities: Coaching basketball, watching game film for a
living, and spending time with my family.
Coaching my son's t-ball teams with my
wife has been one of my favorite activities
for the past three years.

Josh Koop
School
and
grade/subject:
Liberty High
School, English
Your
high
school: Sierra
Joshua Koop, English
High School
Teacher, Liberty High
College and de- School
gree:
Biola
University and Oxford University in England
Years teaching: 2 1/2 years
Teaching experience: I volunteered with
the United States Peace Corps working
with EFL learners and community members at national schools.
What are you looking forward to this
year? I am very excited, and happy, to
join the Hawk family this fall. I hope to
instruct and mentor students as we seek
to learn reading, writing, communication and critical thinking skills this year.
Hobbies and favorite activities: I have
traveled extensively throughout Europe
and Asia. I also am an amateur
marathon runner and triathlete. My
hobby is mountaineering and have
climbed the Alps, Rockies and Himalayas.
Final questions, what is an interesting
factoid about you? I am a musician and
play guitar, piano and harmonica.

Madera County Unveils Emergency Warning System
By Christi McKinney
Madera County has launched a
new notification service that allows
the County to alert you to an emergency situation when there is a threat
to the health or safety of Madera
County residents. You may also sign
up to receive community alerts and
you also have the option of receiving
alerts in several languages. This
state-of-the-art emergency notification system
already houses home phone numbers, however you now have the option of having the
system automatically contact you at the phone
number, cell phone number, text message,
email, fax or instant message that you specify when you register for the system. The automated system will attempt to contact you in
the order that you specify. Once you receive
an alert you must confirm that you received
it. If you do not confirm receipt of the message, the system will continue trying to contact you until it receives a confirmation from
you.
When you register you will also be asked
if you’d like to receive non-emergency alerts
relating to:

Important Community Alerts
Power Outages
Water Outages
Traffic Information and Closures
Animal Control Information
Air Quality Alerts
Community Meetings
Health Department Alerts
You will also be able to decide if you
wish to receive alerts for the City of Madera
and the City of Chowchilla Alerts
There is no cost to register. This is a free
service provided by the Madera County Sheriff’s Office of Emergency Services in cooperation with the Picayune Rancheria of
Chukchansi Indians and participating cities.
However if you request to be notified via cell
phone or text messaging, your provider may

apply a service charge to your bill.
The system is only as good as the
information you provide. If you move
or change phone numbers or email
address you want to be sure that you
go into this system and update your
information.
The information that you provide via this system will be used for
notification purposes only. The
County of Madera will not give or
sell your telephone numbers or email addresses to any vendor or other organization.
All information you provide will be kept
strictly confidential.
Register by visiting www.mcalert.org If
you don't sign up, you might continue to receive
alerts at your existing home or business phone
number with “might” being the operative word.
It is suggested that you still go into the new system and at least list your home number or business number so that you’ll definitely receive the
alerts you request somewhere.
If you have questions about this new system contact Madera County Citizen Alert at
559-675-7775 or at msalvador@co.madera.
ca.gov If you need assistance in registering
you can call 559-675-7770.

Committee Members Needed
For the
Golden Valley Unified
School District
Citizens' Bond
Oversight Committee
The Golden Valley Unified
School District is now
accepting applications for
several openings on the
Citizens' Bond Oversight
Committee to oversee
Measure S Bond monies

If interested, please obtain an
application from the
Superintendent’s Office
37479 Avenue 12
Madera, CA 93636
559-645-7500

Click on “Local News” at
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Progress not Perfection

What’s the Best Way to Spell Grateful? Two Years of S-O-B-R-I-E-T-Y
By Mike Bailey
Last month I was lucky enough to celebrate two years of continuous sobriety. Yes,
that includes weekends, holidays and vacations. When I look back to the time, my darkest and loneliest time before I went to rehab,
two years without a drink is kind of hard to
fathom. I could not go two hours without a

drink. My body would start to convulse, I
could feel cramping in my stomach. I would
shake and dry heave up until the moment I
took the bottle (I say “bottle” because by this
time there was no need for a cup, glass or
mixer – all I needed was to unscrew the cap
and tilt my head, swallow and let that eight to
10 ounces of liquid fire ease down my throat
to my gullet and all my ills were cured). Back

Golden Valley Baptist Church
come meet new friends!

Pastor K. Milton Higgins is bringing
the 10:15 a.m. Sunday Worship Service message
to the congregation. Join us.

9/12

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Sunday Worship Service 10:15 a.m.
12414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos · 559-645-1700

STOP THE PAIN!
“We’ve got your back”

Specia
AUTO A lizing in
CCIDEN
TS

D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing
Sports Physicals only $25!

9/12

36734 AVE. 12 • 660-5262

A
N
S
W
E
R
S
www.The Ranchos.com

to the bottle: when the alcohol entered my
system the warmth would take away everything that was causing me pain. That would
be internal and external pain. The unfortunate
thing with this kind of cure is that the pain
would be back in a couple of hours and I
would repeat this process over and over all
day long and the only time I would leave the
house was to go to the liquor store to restock.
This was a very dark and lonely three months.
I do not suggest this.
For good reason, all family and friends
had lost faith, hope and trust in me and I was
not welcome anywhere. They could not
watch me kill myself anymore, they were
DONE. From the whole of my heart I thank
each and every one of you for the tough love
you showed during this time. I now know
how hard it must have been to watch me selfdestruct. I will not say I’m sorry, I have said
that too much. Hopefully you will see how
sorry I am in my actions and daily walk (see
2nd Corinthians 7:10).
I have received a lot of congratulations,
“good job,” “way to go,” so on and so forth.
I have to be honest: I am grateful for the adulations, but it was not me who did this. When
you see me sober please do not thank me.
Thank our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I am
a true living and breathing testimony of His
love, His mercy and His abundant grace. If
you want, if you must see a true life miracle
that was performed only by Jesus, just look at
what he has done for me. That should be all
the proof you need.
There are many others out there who
have helped me along the way. There are way
too many of you to name. You know who you
are and with all that is in me I thank you.
So, how have I done this so far?
First I had to realize that I was different.
Alcohol affected me differently from others.

I had to understand that there is not a cure for
my disease. It is something that I need to
watch daily. Second, I had to forgive myself.
I realized that there was not a thing I could
do about my past, but I could do everything
about my future.
Third, I have to keep my eyes open to
everything the Lord has put out there in our
world to help humble myself and realize it is
not about ME, so I could be with Him in this.
It is just that easy: I CAN’T, HE CAN,
SO LET HIM.
You see, it is hard for me to take credit
for something I have not done. You and Jesus
have done it for me.
The AA Big Book on page 83 says it
best: “If we are painstaking about this phase
of our development, we will be amazed before we are halfway through. We are going to
know a new freedom and a new happiness.
We will not regret the past nor wish to shut
the door on it. We will comprehend the word
“serenity” and we will know peace. No matter how far down the scale we have gone, we
will see how our experience can benefit others. That feeling of uselessness and self-pity
will disappear. We will lose interest in selfish things and gain interest in our fellows.
Self-seeking will slip away. Our whole attitude and outlook upon life will change. Fear
of people and economic insecurity will leave
us. We will intuitively know how to handle
situations which used to baffle us. We will
suddenly realize that God is doing for us what
we could not do for ourselves.
Are these extravagant promises? We think
not. They are being fulfilled among us —
sometimes quickly, sometimes slowly. They
will always materialize if we work for them”
The key word is WORK
Until next time,
Mike B.
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Classified
Alteration Services
Madlin's Alterations - 40
y e a r s e x p e r i e n c e - Ta i l o r i n g ,
repairs and leathers. Fast
service. NEW ADDRESS &
PHONE
NUMBER:
36733
Av e . 1 2 . C a l l 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 5 8 3 .

Construction
New construction, remodels,
room additions, barns and
patios. Call
559-970-4476
or 559-645-4033.

Floor/Upholstery Care
Pinnacle Carpet Care and
Upholstery
"Dries
in
minutes, not hours."Carpet,
u p h o l s t e r y, t i l e / g r o u t c l e a n ing and sealing, aggregate,
s t o n e , a u t o , b o a t a n d R . V.
interiors. BBB and Golden
Va l l e y
Chamber
m e m b e r.
Call Bruce today for a free
estimate. 559-676-0760.

For Rent
For Rent - House for rent 3 5 6 8 3 Av e . 1 4 - 3 B d / 2 B t h 1470 sq. ft. Rent $1200. Call
706-0301, Agent.

lectible pieces. Also Colbolt
glassware - miscellaneous
pieces.
All
prices
negotiable. Call for more details
at 645-5290.

Painting
Services
Gerald
Scheffing & Son Painting. 40
years experience. Interior & Exterior. Licensed, insured and bonded.
Lic #313070. Call 674-2320.

Housecleaning

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP’N IT CLEAN - Jackie Whaley & Charity Watts. Experienced,
High Quality House Cleaning –
You’ve tried the rest now try the best.
Sweep, mop, dust, vacuum, clean &
sanitize all bathrooms, steam clean
microwave inside, clean all kitchen
surfaces including cabinets. We pay
attention to door surfaces, mirrors
and ceiling fans. Email, keepingitclean12@gmail.com or call (425)
508-6135.

FREE
RECYCLABLES
P I C K U P - K I D S 4 R E C YCLING offers pickup of
all recyclable materials,
including paper, plastics,
glass, aluminum and cardboard. If you have any
questions be sure to call
Dianna at 999-6832 or
645-1048. Funds support
R a n c h o s ’ S e n i o r s , l i b r a r y,
schools and 4H.

Housec leaning Service - Have
your house spring cleaned all
year long. Experience, responsible,
honest. Fair prices. Call 416-2585.
Housecleaning - Get ready for the
Holidays! Get your house, yard and
windows in order. Give us a call for
a free estimate. Call Linda at 559645-0308 or Staci at 559-458-3248.

Painting Services

Painting Services - 40 years
of
experience.
Licensed.
F
r
a
n
k
K
r
a
m
e
r
E
x
t
e
r
iors. Lic.
For Sale - Paul Newman and
Joanne
Wo o d w a r d
c o l - # 2 7 3 0 9 9 . C a l l 6 4 5 - 4 11 3 .

For Sale

Tractor/Trenching S e r v i c e s
B O B C AT W O R K - D R I L L I N G
P O S T H O L E S - Tr e e s - Tr e n c h ing - Clean Up. TRACTOR
WORK Discing - Rototilling Mowing - Scraping - Stump
Grinding - Roll-off Bins. Call
John at 908-1066 or Neal at 6451 2 0 0 o r 2 8 5 - 8 2 11 .
Tractor Work - House Pods, lot leveling, driveways, trenching, concrete work

and underground utilities installed. Call
559-970-4476 or 559-645-4033.

Window Cleaning Services
Most windows $5 inside/out. Screen,
track and sills included. Remove hard
water stain on home windows, shower
doors and car windows. Cobweb removal available. Fully insured. Call
Nick at 285-1723. Free estimates.
SENIOR DISCOUNT!

The Ranchos
Independent
classified rates
are crazy cheap.
Only $10 for each
25 words.

TO ADVERTISE
TODAY
CALL 645-0634

SUDOKU

©2012 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Click on “Local News” at
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Nancy Watson

Real Estate

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

645-5000

9/12

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 20
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs.
9/12

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®
Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:

www.davidparker.info
You can do it yourself or have the Got broken screens? Madera Glass Glass for picture frames is a spepros at Madera Glass & Mirror & Mirror has the expertise to make cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
take care of your window repairs. quick work of any screen repair.
a broken one or complete a project.

Madera Glass & Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980’s. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

Property Management we can rent your home:

www.parker-properties.info
A Ranchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top
9/12
dollar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109

Don't wait until the last minute. You can be pro-active!
Call me for information regarding Short Sales
a
Ranchos Resident
since 1985

Short Sale vs. Foreclosure
LIZ KUCHINSKI, CDPE, CRS, GRI, SFR

Century 21 C.Watson
7520 North Palm • Fresno

Realtor, Century 21 C. Watson

9/12

Direct: (559) 364-1000 • Fax: (559) 440-7608
liz@LizKuchinski.com • www.LizSellingHomes.com

Jerry Eddings, Realtors
Madera: 559-645-1890
FAX:
559-645-5417

DRE #00329063

9/12

www.maderahomes.com

9/12

Direct Line: 559-435-3366
Fresno:
559-435-1890

9/12

Say you saw it in

www.The Ranchos.com

the Ranchos Independent
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VELVET TOUCH

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory
Clark’s Performance
• GM, H1 & ASE Master Certified
• General Automotive Repairs
• Hot Rod Customizing & Lowering

Jeff Clark

Lic. #899496
• DRILLING • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK •
• efficient • reliable • cost-effective call Beau

559-301-1613
Now & Again

Thrift & Gift Shop

645-1578
Jo-De DRILLING

37184 Ave. 12 #104

Come find your treasures

Tu-We-Fr 10:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Th 12:30 p.m. - 7 p.m. / Sa 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
closed Sunday & Monday
LIC

.#

93

HARDPAN DRILLING

674-7770
• Team Program
• Kinder Gym

35

• Tumble Tots
• Adult Boot Camp
• Birthday Parties

• Concrete
• Rough Framing
• General Building
• Steel Buildings • Shop Buildings
• Room Additions • New Construction

FREE ESTIMATES!

All Stage Construction, Inc.

559-681-8947
LIC. #837274

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113
TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

CAR WASH
& DETAIL

645-6630

37075 AVE. 12 • MADERA RANCHOS

• Open Gym
• Field Trips
• Cheer

LIC. #273099

381-5879 559-454-8060

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties

CALIFORNIA
MERCEDES & B.M.W.
REPAIR SERVICE

288-9521
40101 Ave. 10
Madera

559-447-1609

www.calmbbmwrepair.com

Interior & Exterior

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

E
SINC80
19

Landscape &
Gardening
Service

FREE ESTIMATES
LIC. #B0008113

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification
Locally owned
and operated!

CERTIFIED ARBORIST
• Artful Pruning
• Removals
• Disease
Management

645-TREE

(8733)

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Accoustical Removal
Color Matching

B&M

Auto & Truck Parts
Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.
Retired FPD 26 yr.
Certifications:
A+/Network +
Ca. Lic.#79328
Microsoft Cerified Pro

+ A/C SERVICE

Ranchos
Auto Repair
& Chuck’s Transmission

645-4475

CRONIN MARINE

call for
FREE ESTIMATE!

• Clean Up
• Monthly Service

(559) 645-0911
(559) 977-8983

• Weekly Service
• Equipment
• Supplies
• Residential
• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial
• Locally Owned
251-2514 351-1605 645-4799
cell after 5 p.m.
office

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

• Sales & Service
• In-Home Service
Sé Habla Español

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

Specializing in
Repaints

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

(559) 917-4507

Residential & Commercial
38 years experience
Lic. # 599235

Diana J. Tucker

Producing the finest athletes in the world!

www.verduzcoselitegym.com

B.M.T.
Computer Repair

Notary in the HIGH QUALITY ROGER PRATER
GATE SYSTEMS
CONCRETE
Ranchos!
FRANK KRAMER

Daytime • Evening • Weekends

& TRACTOR SERVICE

24

Need
Construction?

sin
1970ce

Mobile Notary and
Loan Document Signing

(next to Pizza Factory)

645-0013

PAINTING CONTRACTOR
TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS
ROOFING

repair

Mitchell L. Vick

ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR
INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Lic. #563698

• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •

559-456-3129

mlvconst@comcast.net fax 559-453-2599

Since
1964

645-1977
Click on “Local News” at
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Business Directory
LOCALLY

Service • Supplies • Repair

we are a full-service handyman, maintenance and remodeling company

we REPAIR, REPLACE and
INSTALL anything around
your home or business

FREE ONLINE DELIVERY

WWW.WIGHTWATERPOOLS.COM

MON-FRI: 9AM-6PM SAT: 10AM-3PM SUN: CLOSE

37167 AVE. 12 #5D (559) 645-1969

Professional Pet Care
When You Can’t Be There

Pets, Plants, Plus+
call
Sandra Oliver
559-240-3556
or
Jackie Jones
559-232-1352

OWNED!

Specializing in Livestock

559-840-0519
MZC
• Industrial
• General
• Farm
• Mig
• Tig
• Stick
• Certified
• Portable

Welding & Fabrication

JEAN BRINER
Today!

Accredited • Insured • Bonded

call JERRY CLARK • 706-3865

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

The Ranchos Independent
(559) 645-0634

ARIES
!
#
!
This is a good time for the usually outspoken Lamb to be a bit more
discreet. You still can get your point across, but do it in a way less likely to turn off a potential supporter.
TAURUS
!
#
'
Good news: All that hard work you put in is beginning to pay off.
But you need to watch that tendency to insist on doing things your way or no way. Be a bit more flexible.
GEMINI
'
# $
You might want to delay making a decision on the future of a longstanding relationship until you check out some heretofore hidden details that are just now beginning
to emerge.
CANCER $
# $'
Your reluctance to compromise on an important issue could
backfire without more facts to support your position. Weigh your options carefully before making your
next move.
LEO $ ' # $ $"#
This is a good time for ambitious Leos or Leonas to shift from planning
their next move to actually doing it. Your communication skills help persuade others to join you.
VIRGO
$ $"#
#
#
!
Relationships -- personal or professional -- present
new challenges. Be careful not to let a sudden surge of stubbornness influence how you choose to deal
with them.
LIBRA
#
!
#
#
!
You might need more facts before you can decide
on a possible career change. But you should have no problem making a decision about an important
personal matter.
SCORPIO
#
!
#
%
!
You're respected by most people for your direct,
no-nonsense approach to the issues. But be careful you don't replace honest skepticism with stinging sarcasm.
SAGITTARIUS
%
!
#
!
A newly emerging situation could require
a good deal of attention and some difficult decision-making. However, close friends will help you see
it through.
CAPRICORN
!
#
$ !'
Family matters need attention. Check things out
carefully. There still might be unresolved tensions that could hinder your efforts to repair damaged
relationships.
AQUARIUS
$ !'
#
!$ !'
Of course you deserve to indulge yourself in
something special. But for now, tuck that bit of mad money away. You'll need it to help with a
looming cash crunch.
PISCES
!$ !'
#
!
A temporary setback in your financial situation is eased
by changing some of your plans. You'll be able to ride it out quite well until the tide turns back in your favor.

(c) 2012 King Features Synd., Inc.
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TRIVIA TEST

By Fifi Rodriguez

1. MOVIES: What was the name of
Rocky's boxing nemesis in "Rocky"?
2. MUSIC: Which 1980s rock band had a
hit with the title "Roxanne"?
3. HISTORY: Where did the Battle of
Waterloo take place?
4. SCIENCE: What does a mycologist
study?
5. TELEVISION: What was the name of
the boyfriend in the "Gidget" surfing
series?
6. COMPUTERS: What does it mean when
you get the message "Error 404" on a
computer?
7. LANGUAGE: What does the acronym
"radar" stand for?
8. LITERATURE: When was "The Cat in
the Hat" first published?
9. TEAM SPORTS: How many members
does a cricket team have?
10. GEOGRAPHY: What is the capital of
Trinidad and Tobago?

Answers
1. Apollo Creed
2. The Police
3. Belgium
4. Fungi
5. Moondoggie
6. Webpage not found
7. Radio detecting and ranging
8. 1957
9. Eleven
10. Port of Spain
(c) 2012 King Features Synd., Inc.

Click on “Local News” at

Super Crossword

www.The Ranchos.com
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Water Problems Persist in Southeast Madera County

SEMCU Foundation is ready to apply and submit grant
applications for water projects to help resolve water problem issues.
SEMCU recently became a member of the RWMG (Regional Water
Management Group) which has the ability to apply to, and receive
money (grants) from, the California Department of Water and
Resources. We are in the process of investigating and looking for such
appropriate projects. SEMCU is soliciting the public’s ideas and
participation for such grant projects.

Interested in working on water problems?
Come to the next SEMCU Meeting!

SEMCUREGULARMEETING

9/12

Monday,October15at6:30p.m.•RanchosPizzaFactory

