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Word From Home,
a ministry of Lifetree
@ Madera Ranchos
Assembly of God Church,
sponsored the 4th Annual 9/11
Ranchos Cruise-In and Car
Show to help raise funds to
send “care packages” to our
troops overseas. Over 1,290
packages have been sent to
troops in Iraq and Afghanistan in the
past 5 years by this local group.
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Cruise-In Remembers 9-11 and Our Troops at War
Maywood Center was the setting of a
very successful cruise-in for Word From
Home, a ministry of Lifetree @ Madera
Ranchos Assembly of God Church. Andrew Isolano, first responder for the NYFD
on 9/11, was present to share his memories
of the event. All present were very thankful

Andrew Isolano was there on 9/11 as a
NYFD first responder and shared his memories.

for his words. Our own Station 19 was represented with volulnteer fire fighters as well
as the food truck and two engines.
A generous contribution by Algonquin
Power Company assisted the group in sending over 30 packages in September and will
also help pay for postage for Christmas

The purpose behind the event was filling
these boxes with items for our troops overseas.

packages to be sent out in November. Over
1,290 packages have been sent to troops in
Iraq and Afghanistan in the past 5 years.
Contact Pam Hansen at 559-474-2330
if you would like to contibute to the packages for our troops or participate in packing
the boxes

Ranchos volunteer firefighters and Explorer
Scouts listened attentively as Isolano spoke of 9/11.

Annual Ranchos Fire Station BBQ Fundraiser Wrap UP
ago. Isolano lost 343 fellow New York City firefighters who were
killed on 9-11 when terrorists attached New York’s Twin Towers.
Throughout the evening there was something for everyone
The Madera Ranchos Volunteer Fire Department held their
26th Annual BBQ Fund Raiser on Saturday, August 20 at the to enjoy. Attendees were introduced to our local Volunteer Firebeautiful Vista del Rio Ranch on the banks of the San Joaquin fighters and had the opportunity to thank them for their dedicated
River at Freeway 99. The cool summer evening at the beautiful service to our community. These men and women are truly heroic
ranch was the perfect setting for an evening of dining, dancing for volunteering their time to keep our community safe. Whether
and fun under the stars. The popular annual fundraising event was it be a fire, a car accident or a medical emergency we are all exattended by 700 people this year and raised a total of $21,000. tremely grateful to see them show up right when we need them
This enabled our volunteer firefighters from station 19 and station most.
Cold beer, margaritas and sweet tea were all available for
9 to purchase a new Jaws of Life for the Madera Ranchos compurchase
munity.
A s
Pictures by John Glueck a l o n g
w i t h
atten“Split the
dees arPot” tickrived
ets. Att h e y
tendees
stopped
also had
by the
the op2nd Ann u a l
Of course it can’t be a BBQ withThe salsa contest, in its second
If you wanted to get your dance on portunity
year, drew a lot of attention.
the Cadillac Cowboys were happy to help. to bid on
“ S t o p , out food and the food was a hit.
m a n y
D r o p
and Chop Salsa Contest” to taste a variety of different types of silent auction items and to preview items that had been donated
salsa before voting for their favorite. This year’s bragging rights by the community for a live auction later in the evening.
A delicious meal of BBQ tri-tip, chicken, rice pilaf and salad
for the best salsa was awarded to Estelle Peters. Master of Ceremonies for the evening was now retired New York City Fire- was catered by Eric Wagner of Outlaw Catering. Event Organfighter Andy Isolano, who relocated to the Valley several years izer Debbie Farr was proud to say that “700 people were served
in just 30 minutes!” Desserts were both
sold and auctioned off. Delicious pies were
donated by Marie Calendars and Ollie
Ridge donated some of her scrumptious
homemade brownies to those who bought
SEMCU (South East Madera County United) is sponsoring a grant writing class
early. However those who waited faced
and is offering it to all Southeast Madera County residents. This class is free for all
stiff competition for their dessert. A highSEMCU members and will cost $10 for all nonmembers. The classes are going to be
light of the evening was a very animated
taught at Liberty High School but the final date has not been determined yet.
dessert auction in which resident and volAccording to a Website from Michigan State University, a survey of income for
unteer Ollie Ridge’s “Famous Truffle Pudgrant writers found that on-staff grant writers average between $37,000 and $46,000
ding” sold for $3,000! Now that’s some
a year while independent writers may work for $60 to $100+ an hour.
If you’d like more information please call 559-363-9095 or email SEMCU at
info@semcu.org.
Please see BBQ on P. 18
By Christi McKinney

Learn Grant Writing for FREE

North Fork Casino
Takes Step Forward
An Open Letter from
Tribe Spokesman Charles
Altekruse
By now you probably have heard
the wonderful news: on Friday, September 2, 2011, the Assistant Secretary of Indian Affairs (Mr. Larry Echo Hawk)
issued a favorable two-part determination on the North Fork Rancheria’s proposed gaming project. Specifically, the
Assistant Secretary determined that gaming on the proposed site would be in the
best interest of the Tribe and not detrimental to the surrounding community.
The decision is an important step in
the rigorous federal process to take land
into trust for purposes of tribal-government gaming but not the final step before
we can begin construction. Several important steps remain, most notably Governor Brown must concur with this
decision. Following that, the DOI/BIA
would be in a position to move forward
with the final administrative steps in the
process by issuing a final EIS Record of
Decision (“ROD”) and notice of determination to take land into trust.
As you can imagine, the Tribe is delighted with this favorable decision and
eager to complete the remaining approval steps. This announcement is welcomed because it reaffirms both the
positive economic impacts of the project
to the local community and the Tribe as
well as the Tribe’s historical connection
to the proposed gaming site.
This decision moves us one step
closer to our goal of bringing jobs, business opportunity and economic growth
to Madera County - and to the nearly
1,900 tribal citizens of the North Fork
Rancheria. We look forward to continuing our work with local and state leaders
in a collaborative, respectful and transparent manner that respects both tribal
sovereignty and the spirit and letter of
the law.
On behalf of the Tribe, I would
personally like to express our gratitude
to you and the thousands of other community supporters, leaders, and businesses who helped us carry this shared
dream forward to this decision – without
your unflagging support we would not be
here today. And we mean that both figuratively and literally: local support for

Please see CASINO on P. 12
Click on “Local News” at
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Friends of the Ranchos Library Host Inaugural Cool Jazz and Wine Event
By Ellen Mester
The Birdstone Winery on Road 36 in the Madera Ranchos created the perfect setting for the inaugural “Cool Jazz and Wine”
fundraiser for the Friends of the Ranchos Library on Saturday, Sept.
17. Birdstone’s award winning wine, expertly poured into crystal
clear glasses by owners Kimberly and Tony Kirk, in combination with
the tasty hors d’oeuvres supplied by Executive Catering, Central Valley Catering, Bella Olives and P De Q, made this event an epicurean
delight. But even with the lovely cool breezes and soft sunset, it was
the cool jazz that made the evening so memorable. The jazz band,
Danny Talob and the Jazztet, performed smoothly and flawlessly,

with old favorites that were recognized by most of the audience. The
vocalist, Sharon Rogers, really captured everyone’s heart when she
sang “My Funny Valentine” in her clear vibrato voice.
Danny Talob and the Jazztet are local musicians and students at
California State University Fresno, performing all genres of music
from classical to swing. Their talent is definitely apparent to all who
listened.
Many of those who attended lingered long after the sun set, enjoying the wine, talking with friends and enthusiastically expressing
Providing the cool jazz was Fresno their interest in attending next year’s Cool Jazz and Wine event.
The Friends of the Ranchos Library meet the first Thursday of
State’s Danny Talob and the Jazztet, playevery month at 6 p.m. at the Ranchos Library. Everyone is welcome.
ing everything from classical to swing.

PREMIUM QUALITY

WOOD STOVE
PELLETS

$4.99/BAG*

ALL
TARPS
10% OFF
*WHEN YOU BUY 1 TON OR MORE

RAINY SEASON IS HERE! We sell QUALITY hay • We sell PROPANE • We DELIVER

Alfalfa, Oat, Forage, Orchard Grass,
Wheat Hay, Straw and Others

ALL
ELK GROVE MILLING

STABLE MIX BARRELS

$3 OFF*

POULTRY LAYING

Alfalfa Hay ............................... $14.95 per bale
IVERMECTIN Oat Hay .................................. $10.85 per bale
HORSE WORMER Orchard Grass (Best in Town) .......... $16.99 per bale CRUMBLE/MASH 16% PROTEIN
BUY THREE
Sudan Grass ............................ $11.95 per bale
GET 1 FREE! Cattle Hay ................................. $7.95 per bale
WE CARRY ALL SIZES

all FLY

SPRAYS

15% OFF
EQUINE SENIOR

from King Feed

buy 2 @ regular price

3rd BAG $5 OFF!
9/11

www.The Ranchos.com

(All hay prices subject to change)

PROPANE
All size bottles welcome • $10 minimum
RV’s and Motorhomes Welcome

“Quality & Customer Service is Our Motto”

FRUIT & SHADE
l
l
a
TREES

HORSE
MAINTENANCE FEED

*WITH THIS COUPON

$2 OFF/50 LB. BAG

HORSE BLANKETS
all

20% OFF
COUNTRY
STYLE
40 LB. DOGFOOD

20% OFF $2 OFF* $15.75/BAG
w/12% PROTEIN
*WITH THIS COUPON

prices exp. 10/31/11
except where noted
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The Bookshelf

“Hello” from Ranchos’New Librarian
It’s always tough to replace someone who has been a vital and vibrant part of something.
Do you think it was easy for George Lazenby or Roger Moore to step into the role of 007
after Sean Connery moved on? No, I bet they were shaking in their Armani suits. When former branch manager Ellen Mester moved to the Madera County library to become the Managing Librarian and I was tapped to take her place I was filled with trepidation. Fortunately,
the community has been gracious and welcoming to me and I am having a great time meeting all of the challenges that come with being a branch manager. There’s so much to do I
haven’t had time to be too freaked out.
That said, I have a lot to report to you. Here goes.
Big Changes
Thanks to those of you who filled out our “How Are We Doing?” questionnaire. We got
great responses and it sounds like the major change patrons would like to see most are different hours. We’re hoping to make it happen. Of course, the Board of Supervisors still have
to approve the changes (and you know the wheels of bureaucracy grind ever so slowly) but
we’re hoping to have new hours in place by November. Included are some hours on Saturday for those of you who are too busy to make it in during the weekday. Good things happen when the people speak! Another great change is that you can now pay fees and fines with
a credit card through our Smart Pay system. Rolled out last month, Smart Pay allows you to
use your home computer (or the computers at any of our branches) to pay your overdue fees
or late fines with a credit or debit card. And don’t be frightened – from what I’ve seen the
system is wonderfully user-friendly and convenient.
A Great Time
A big thank you to all who participated in the Cool Jazz and Wine event at Birdstone
Winery on Sept. 17. The music was great, the food and wine were outstanding and all of the
proceeds benefited the Ranchos library. It was sort of a win-win situation for everyone – except me: wine tends to make my head feel like it might explode. Still, the event was just intimate enough that everyone could enjoy each other’s company in a relaxed, jazzy
atmosphere. Next time, we’re considering booking Metallica as the musical choice. Only
kidding of course.
Storytime Back This Month
A lot of you have asked, so we’re happy to announce Preschool Storytime will be back
each Thursday beginning in October. We would’ve had the program up and running sooner,
but we had a little fall cleaning we had to take care of first. Diane Maxfield, our storytime
leader extraordinaire, is ready to wow kiddies and parents alike with fun stories, games and
activities. If you haven’t been to a storytime yet, they really are terrific. We’re also hoping
to invite other guests to the library, specially scheduled around school holidays so we can have
big turn-outs. First up, children’s author Jean Chaffee has agreed to stop by with great stories and visual aids about some of the more exotic animals at the Chaffee Zoo. It promises
to be a fun time. Dates and times to come.
What I’m Reading
I’ve run a little long with this article so I’m just going to
suggest one title. Next month’s article will have a little more
book-chat. The Bayou Trilogy by Daniel Woodrell collects
three of Woodrell’s early short novels, Under the Bright
Lights, Muscle for the Wing and The Ones You Do.
Woodrell might be best known for Winter’s Bone, which
was adapted into last year’s Oscar-nominated movie.
Woodrell has a singular voice, kind of a redneck Elmore
Leonard, and although the stories in The Bayou Trilogy
don’t match up to Winter’s Bone or his masterwork, The
Death of Sweet Mister, they are well worth reading.
And finally …
Although the questionnaire shed light on what our
patrons want, we still need more feedback from you.
What other programs would you like to see at our library? What changes would you make if you were in charge? What
books and authors would you like to see on our shelves? Remember, the Ranchos Library is
your library. We appreciate helpful comments and suggestions and look forward to serving
you. So stop by soon. And don’t forget your library card — don’t leave home without it.
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By Garin Gonzales

WIN FREE PROPANE!

WIN 250 GALLONS OF PROPANE

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________

Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2012. Delivery must be by August 31, 2012.
Must be a Valley Propane customer.

M A I L TO: Va l l e y Pr o p a n e • 3 7 2 2 1 Av e. 1 2 # 1 D
M a d e r a, C A 9 3 6 3 6

Click on “Local News” at
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Editorial

Newspaper 101
By Randy Bailey

TheRanchos

Independent

The Ranchos Independent is published by Five and Two Publishing.
All contents of this publication are copyright 2011, all rights reserved. Reprinting without the permission of the
copyright holder is forbidden by law.
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37167 Ave. 12, Suite 5C • Madera, CA 93636
ranchosnews@yahoo.com

I write this month’s column as a
public service. I’ve written this same
column before at different points in
the seven years that I’ve owned this
paper, but it appears it is time again.
After my editorial last month
where I asked the question, “What are
YOU going to do about our water?” I
received some letters. Some were
good, some not so good, but they all
shared readers’ different views on the
Liberty Groves meeting and, in particular, my views and observations
about that meeting and subsequent
questions about the Ranchos’ water
situation that is worsening WITHOUT Liberty Groves or any OTHER
development. The water situation that
WE are facilitating and the same one
that no one wants to step up to the
plate and address or take ownership.
As an interesting sidenote, I asked
one question: “What are YOU going
to do about our water?” Know how
many answers I got?
None.
Zero.
Nada.
I had one person online (yeah,
that’s right ... I wrote an editorial in
the paper and someone responded on
Facebook. That’s kind of like not liking the sound on the radio so you turn
off the TV) get a little provocative

“Government
growing beyond
our consent
had become a
lumbering
giant, slamming
shut the gates
of opportunity,
threatening to
crush the very
roots of our
freedom.”

and verbally started poking his finger
in my chest wanting to know what I
was doing about our water, thereby
missing the whole point of the editorial. I gave three specific examples of
things that could be done (all of
which I HAVE done) but the point
was that we can no longer hide behind “They’re taking our water,”
when the reality is that WE’RE taking
our water with no plan for our future.
But I digress.
This editorial is entitled Newspaper 101, and that suggests that I want
to share a very basic, fundamental
rule of publishing: Unsigned letters
go in the trash.
Oh I read them first, and often
they are interesting to very interesting, but with no signature they are
trash. Meaningless trash. Trash that
absolutely no one else in the community will ever get to see. All of your
clever little turns of a phrase or sarcastic digs or even heaps of praise for
the finest paper in the Madera Ranchos are read by me and then thrown
away.
“But I’ve seen letters from
‘anonymous’ or ‘name withheld upon
request’ in papers before ...”
Yes you have. And do you know
what all of those letters have in common? An editor who contacted someone, verified that it wasn’t a letter
sent by someone else who then affixed your name to it just to get you
in trouble, and then, if requested,
agreed to respect the writer’s
anonymity upon publication.
Simple.
I have to tell you, I don’t think
much of the “anonymous” crowd.
Everything I write in this paper I stick
my name on, right or wrong. I don’t
get to hide behind “name withheld
upon request” and I personally think
that if someone has something to say
they should “man up” and say it. In
concept, I don’t see much difference
between “anonymous” and taggers
spraying their heartfelt messages on
the side of a church or school. In both
cases no one knows who wrote it and
a key element of freedom of speech is
lost: Responsibility.
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Beans Up the Nose
A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!
36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849
www.bedrockeng.com

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate

•
•
•
•

Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
Divide your property with a parcel map
Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley
9/11

My father always called me a
“bean up the nose” sort of girl,
which was his version of a term
of endearment. He used it to describe the fact that I seldom used
the experience of others in my decision making process. Throughout my life, he would say, “Don’t
put that bean up your nose, Eryn.
I did it once when I was younger
and it got stuck. You will have to
go to the Emergency Room where tween being too old to be called a
a doctor is going to shove huge kid, but too irresponsible to be
pliers up there to get it out. It is c a l l e d a n a d u l t . I w a s n o e x c e p g o i n g t o b e p a i n f u l a n d e x p e n - tion.
I s h o v e d a l l k i n d s o f p r o v e rsive, believe me.” Of course, I
w o u l d n e v e r b e l i e v e h i m . I t w a s b i a l b e a n s u p m y n o s e , d i ff e r e n t
perfectly reasonable advice, but I shapes and sizes, all with similar
w a n t e d t o t h i n k I w a s d i ff e r e n t , r e s u l t s . I t w a s a l w a y s p a i n f u l ,
special, and the outcome would often expensive and the cleanup
b e d i ff e r e n t f o r m e , w h i c h w a s was not pretty. I was trying to use
never the case. Still, I would just this as an example a while back to
one
of
my
s t u ff t h e b e a n
friends.
She
right
on
up
there anyway.
Experience does a funny w a s y o u n g a n d
had gotten her
Now, I have
never
p h y s i - thing to you: After years of h a n d s o n h e r
credit
c a l l y p u t a n y - crashing into rocks and tum- f i r s t
t h i n g u p m y bling off cliffs, one day some- c a r d . N o w, I
n o s e , b e a n o r one tells a little anecdote w a s q u i t e f a otherwise, but
about one of their experiences miliar with this
bean for I had
the
metaphor
w a s s p o t o n . in life, and, just like that, stuffed this one
People
c o u l d something inside your head u p b o t h n o s stand before me clicks and you think, “Well, I t r i l s . I t o l d m y
waving banners certainly don’t want to end up f r i e n d , “ S t o p !
and directional
like this twit, so I think I’ll D e a d e n d ! ” I
explained that
signs, screaming,
“ S t o p ! avoid making that particular credit cards are
seductive and
Dead end! Turn mistake.”
misleading.
a r o u n d ! D o n ’t
They give you a
go this way or
sense of accomyou will fall off
t h e c l i ff i n t o t h e j a g g e d r o c k s plishment; look at everything you
b e l o w ! ” Wo u l d I l i s t e n ? Wo u l d I h a v e p u r c h a s e d w i t h y o u r h a r d
heed their advice? Would it make e a r n e d p l a s t i c . Yo u j u d g e y o u r
success by the big-screen TV, the
an interesting story if I did?
t o p - o f - t h e - l i n e c o m p u t e r, t h e
No.
Again, I thought it would be brand-new furniture and the exd i ff e r e n t f o r m e , a n d r a t h e r t h a n p e n s i v e s o u n d s y s t e m f o r y o u r
p l u m m e t t o m y d e a t h , I e n v i - c a r. I t s o u n d s l i k e a g r e a t d e a l ,
s i o n e d t h a t I w o u l d s t e p o ff t h e you buy the thousand dollar item
edge and magically glide across and it only costs you 30 bucks a
t h e r a v i n e , l a n d i n g s o f t l y i n t h e month. Of course, 10 of those run
g r e e n e r g r a s s o n t h e o t h e r s i d e . you $300 each month, but no one
C o n t r a r y t o m y v i s i o n , I w o u l d ever thinks to do that math at the
step off the cliff and crash land at r e g i s t e r. I w a r n e d m y f r i e n d , t h e
the bottom, of course way bruised same thing happened to me, don’t
a n d b r o k e n . T h i s p a r t i c u l a r b e - use the card, and keep it at home
havior isn’t exclusive to me, it is f o r e m e rg e n c i e s o n l y. B u t , l i k e
a relatively commonplace attitude m e , s h e i g n o r e d m y a d v i c e , t o o k
among adolescents and those lost
Please see GEN WHY on P. 15
i n t h e p u rg a t o r y s o m e w h e r e b e -

Say you saw it in

the Ranchos Independent

9/11

Click on “Local News” at

Golden Valley Baptist Church
Sunday School 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service 10:15 a.m.
Tuesday 7 p.m. YOUTH 13-18
come meet new friends!
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www.GoldenValleyChurch.com
12414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos · 559-645-1700
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The Stock Report

GoldenValleyFoundationStarsShine
By Audrey Stock

Golden Valley Baptist

Pastor David Jones

9/11

Need a FUNDRAISER
for your school or organization?
Contact FABIANO’S COFFEE about
our fundraising opportunities!

Your LOCAL Ranchos Roaster
Say you saw it in

Sell a variety of coffees by the bag and gift packs
and your group will make 50% of each sale!

for more information call
FABIANO’S COFFEE at 559-222-1722
or email karen@fabianoscoffee.com

the Ranchos Independent
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ceived the grant money: Melissa
McPherson, Georgina Raymond,
Kristi Forshee, Dennis Ready,
Chelan Shepherd, Chris Simon,
Crissy McElhaney, Fidi Cuevas, Nola
Neely and Wendy McCulley, Jason
Napier, Emily Muccianti, Nicole Ullrich, Leslie Wood, Kandace Osborn
and Mayer. Congratulations to these
teachers for taking the time and effort to write the grants so that they
could get this extra equipment for
their classrooms. A total of
$19,537.05 in grants was given by
the Foundation for Golden Valley
Schools that night.

Hi neighbors,
Well summer is over and fall is
in the air. The kids are back to school
and Halloween is just around the corner. I can see a little better as I write
this article because I just had
cataract surgery on my left eye. Now
both of my eyes have lens implants.
Oh the joy of getting old. If it will let
me drive safely for a few more years
I will be very pleased.
For the 11 years that Golden Valley Unified School District has been
in business the district schools have
accomplished above and beyond my
dream for them. To help both schools
Foundation Info
and teachers accomplish the goals for
Who are the members of the
their students are a group of commu- Foundation for Golden Valley
nity members that keep the Founda- Schools? They are community
tion for Golden
friends and neighValley
Schools
bors who want to
operating.
The
make a difference
The Foundation for Golden in the lives of the
Foundation
for
Golden
Valley Valley Schools has given a total children
in
Schools
held of $47,787 ... for a fledgling Golden
Valley
their 7th Annual Foundation I think this is awe- Unified.
This
“Stars” on Satur- some.
year ’s slate of ofday, Sept. 10 at
ficers is:
Birdstone WinChairman
ery. This event is
Rich Jones
called “The Night
Vice
Chairthe Stars Come Out.” The stars are man Stephanie McShane
the employees of Golden Valley UniSecretary Aimee Beintker
fied. The Foundation members turned
Treasurer Doug Reitz
Birdstone Winery into a beautiful
Past Chairman Ron Osborn
background setting to make this a
Historian Audrey Stock
special night. The white tablecloths
Superintendent
Sarah
Kolicaught your attention as you walked gian/Andy Alvarado
into the permanent tent at Birdstone.
School Board President Mark
Next was the delicious gourmet hors Toole
d’oeuvres served during the cocktail
Would you like to be a member
party at the beginning of the evening of the Foundation? Membership is
event. Then it was time to meet our open to any community member who
“Stars.” This was a well put together would like to help make a difference
event with both Chairman Rich Jones for the students and teachers in
and Superintendent Andy Alvarado Golden Valley Unified. Talk to any
keeping the program moving. There Foundation member or call the diswas a large screen where last year ’s trict office at 645-7500 and ask to
Foundation grant-winning teachers talk to Aimee Beintker. The Foundashowed how the grant money was tion for Golden Valley Schools has
used for equipment in their class- given a total of $47,787 plus the
rooms. Then it was time for 2011 $50,000 the Smith family donated for
Foundation grant winners to be rec- air conditioning for Sierra View Eleognized. All 14 happy teachers and mentary School. For a fledgling
teacher teams received Foundation Foundation I think this is awesome.
grants that night. This was the most
The other event that evening was
grants ever given by the Foundation when the Star Employees for 2011
for Golden Valley Schools. I am for Golden Valley Unified were anproud to be a part of the Foundation.
Please see STOCK on P. 21
Here is a list of teachers who re-
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Meat Free Variations
Recently we went out to Randy’s
after church for lunch. Rachael had
made two pans of lasagna – one with
meat (which was absolutely delicious) and the other meatless.
Rachael is a vegetarian and pretty
strict about it. So I decided this arti- cooked for about 3 minutes in rapidly
cle will be dedicated to Rachael and boiling water.
as close to vegetarian as I can make
2 C White Minute Rice (Put rice
it. It will be a challenge because I like in 2 cups boiling water, turn burner
meat, fowl and fish, cheese, eggs and off, cover and let sit for 5 minutes).
all the rest of forbidden food of a veg2 Well Beaten Eggs
etarian.
2/3 C Milk
I read online that, “It’s not just
½ C Oil
‘rabbit food’ and alfalfa sprouts;
1 Can Cream of Chicken Soup **
today’s vegetarian food is complex,
1 Medium Onion – Chopped Fine
and flavorful.” In the Every Day is a
16 oz. (4 C) Shredded Cheddar
Holiday book I’ve talked about in Cheese
prior articles, October 1 is World
Salt, Pepper and Garlic Powder to
Vegetarian Day.
taste
My favorite vegetable dish is the
Heat oven to 325. Spray a 13x9x2
zucchini cassebaking dish with
role my sister
baking spray, set
makes for most
aside. Cook and
Well, there you have it – I got drain well the
family dinners.
I’m not going to through the article without broccoli
and
print the recipe in using the four letter word cook and fluff the
this issue as I’ve “MEAT.”
rice. In a large
had it in two back
mixing
bowl
issues. If you
combine
the
want it, let me
eggs, milk, oil,
know. In my Mom’s recipe cards she and soup. Add the chopped onion.
had a couple of vegetable dishes that Blend well. Add the cooked broccoli
sound interesting.
and rice, mixing well. (The broccoli
and rice should be cooled slightly or
Impossible Garden Pie
you might get scrambled eggs.) Pour
2 C Chopped Zucchini
mixture into prepared baking dish.
1 C Chopped Tomatoes
Bake for about one hour – if brown
1/2c Chopped Onion
and bubbly remove from oven. It may
1/3 C Grated Parmesan Cheese
take up to 1 ½ hours, but watch care1 ½ C Milk
fully – don’t overcook. **Recipe
¾ C Bisquick
calls for Cream of Chicken soup, but
3 Eggs
a vegetarian might want to use Cream
½ tsp. Salt
of Mushroom instead.
¼ tsp. Pepper
Heat oven to 400. Lightly grease
The following two recipes are
a 10’ pie plate. Sprinkle zucchini, from Rachael’s favorites.
tomatoes, onions and cheese in bottom of pie plate. Beat remaining inVegetable Black-Bean Burgers
gredients until smooth. About 15
1 Can Black Beans (Drained)
seconds on high in a blender or about
1 Slice of an Onion
one minute with a hand mixer. Pour
1 tsp. Cumin
into pie plate. Bake until golden
Garlic Salt
brown and a knife inserted in center
Salt and Pepper to taste
comes out clean, about 30 minutes.
1 C Shredded Cheese
Be careful not to over bake. Let stand
Hamburger buns
5 minutes before cutting If using a 9”
American cheese
pie plate, decrease milk to 1 C, bakSauté one slice of onion in butter
ing mix to ½ C and eggs to 2.
until brown. In medium sized bowl
crush the black beans. Add cumin,
Cheesy Broccoli Rice Casserole
Please see RECIPE on P. 20
8 oz. Frozen Chopped Broccoli –

by Jean Briner
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JOIN TODAY AND PAY

NO INITIATION FEE!*

*with a 12 month agreement

CALL FOR MORE INFO

559-479-8282

9/11

Fine Quality Craftmanship

Specializing In:
• Foreign & Domestic
Car Repairs
• Custom Paint
• Color Matching
• Insurance Work

• Unibody Frame
Repairs
• Chroma Vision
Color Matching

Precision Collision Repair
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GOLD GLASS

• Frame Straightening

Insurance Claims Welcomed

FREE ESTIMATES

674-8591
Click on “Local News” at
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Letters
Dear Editor:
After reading your last editorial,
“What Are You Going to Do?” I agree with
you 100 percent. While at the meeting for
the Liberty Groves Project update, I was
shaking my head about how some in the
audience kept interrupting with rants they
really knew little or nothing about. Some
folks just have no respect for others. It
eventually became a “it’s my water” session, having little to do with the project itself. They certainly exposed their
greediness.
When you attend any meeting, you
would think the attendees know in ad-

vance what the meeting is about. Many
people thought it was a “Town Hall Meeting” and asked why Supervisor Bigelow
wasn't there. He didn’t have to be there,
this was a meeting called by the Planning
Department only to explain the Liberty
Groves project.
One of the complaints I heard was the
recent increase in water rates for those on
the Ranchos Water System. This had nothing to do with the meeting. Yes, there was
an increase, the first in over 16 years. So
instead of paying a dollar a day we're paying a whopping $1.67 for all the water we
want! I wish I could get gasoline that way!
A lot of people don't know that they are

Judy’s Legal Document
Service
Self-Help Legal Document Assistant

•

Estate Planning • Family Law
... and more

Judith L. Locatelli

Legal Document Assistant • Notary Public

Madera County LDA Reg. 2010001 • Exp. 8/10/12

Call for an Appointment

559-395-4640 office • 559-908-4600 cell
www. JudysLegalDocumentService.Com
11874 Road 36 ½ • Madera, CA • 93636

•
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“I am not an attorney. I can only provide
self-help services at your specific direction.”

LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

559-645-5363

9/11

SAND & GRAVEL •
CRUSHED ROCK •
LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •
HUMUS •
BARK •
CHIPS •
RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •
COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •
CONSTRUCTION
CLEANUP •
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CA #142100

part owners in the Ranchos Water System;
that $50 per month goes into the water system fund, nowhere else. The county can’t
touch it except for the operation and maintenance of the Ranchos Water System.
What Liberty Groves is projecting is
the multiple use of water; most people call
it “recycling.” Once water is used for daily
household chores, it can then be cleaned
and used for irrigating lawns and gardens
and other things. That doesn’t happen in
the Ranchos; the water is used once then
dumped in septic tanks or runs down the
street. The system isn’t designed for recycling water, but most people do make an
effort to conserve. We all know of the
homes that have water standing in front of
them. These folks need to be cited. How
can people like this be against a project
that will be designed to save water? How
hypocritical can they be? Before we start
accusing someone of taking “our” water to
recycle it, let’s fix our problem first.
Everyone moving out here since day
one wanted to be the last person to move
here. If you moved here since September
14, 1983, maybe I didn’t want you here.
Not really, I welcomed everyone who
wanted the same lifestyle I was looking
for, and I was hoping everyone would
share in the water and not waste it. It belongs to everyone. Most folks conserve,
but others are greedy and want it all. Some
of those folks showed up at the Liberty
Groves meeting and exposed their greediness. We all saw their true colors and now
we know who they are.
Bill Whyman
28-year Madera Ranchos resident

Dear Editor:
I would like to take a moment and
thank all of the administrators, teachers and
chaperons who were at Calvin Crest with
my sixth grade daughter this week. I am
extremely pleased with the way the District
handled the difficult situation. At all times
during this unfortunate situation I felt they
had the best interests of my child forefront.
The call from Mr. Alvarado explaining the
situation was enough information to put
my mind at ease that my child was safe as
well as everyone from our district. I don't
think knowing the details of the counselors
accident during the call would have been
appropriate. I want to thank Mr. Imperatrice and Mr. Piedra for driving up to the
camp the next morning and being the
bearer of bad news to our children. They
could have let the teacher do it but they
showed leadership and character by deliv-

ering the news in person. A final kudos for
the fine teachers and chaperons who had to
spend the night knowing what was going
to happen the next day but allowed the kids
to enjoy the one night they had at Calvin
Crest. I appreciate your caring and compassionate attitude toward our children.
On a final note. I want to thank all of
the adults involved for not telling my
daughter the entire details of the accident.
I took it as a teaching moment to explain
how precious life is and how even though
she is disappointed about not being able to
stay all week, the bigger picture here is that
someone’s life was cut too short.
Sincerely,
Micheala Ford
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:
We are a group of three nursing student from National University. We are currently taking Community Health and will
be continuing this class until the end of November. In this class, we are required to
choose a community to help through various means, which related to health or
safety. Our group has chosen to help the
Madera Ranchos, as two of our group
members are long time residents to the
area. How can we help the community? We
are looking for events or organizations that
may need help with education on safety,
nutrition, health risks, illness prevention,
or anything else that is related to health.
If your organization needs help, you
may reach Denise, Rakayla, or Prince at
drpcommhealth@gmail.com.
Rakayla Medina
Madera Ranchos
The Ranchos Independent welcomes
your letters. Whether you’re a fan or
someone looking for something
to line the birdcage, we want
to hear from you. The only rules?
Sign it, be civil or forget about it.
Send your letters to:

email:

ranchosnews@yahoo.com
mail:

The Ranchos Independent
37167 Ave. 12 #5C
Madera, CA 93636
fax:

559-645-4002
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Senior Report

By Verlaine Elinburg

She also put into place the Story Hour for
the young kids at the Ranchos Library. At
present she is a representative on the
Council on Ageing and to date she has
held every office in the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center organization except for Treasurer. In 2008 the Madera County Board of
Supervisors awarded Ester with an appreciation plaque as Volunteer of the Year.

Ester Anderson had her 91st birthday
on August 5. Usually it is something
women never share but when you hit the
nineties and are contributing to society,
still in “so so” good health, driving, having
fun, it is an accomplishment.
Ester’s parents emigrated from DenTrip to Alaska
mark and resided in the small town of
Exira, Iowa. She had a brother and a sister
The Ranchos/Hill Seniors began their
but sadly her mother died shortly after the trip to Alaska on August 10. The Trip
birth of her sister in 1921. Her father began from Vancouver, British Columbia,
worked for the Standard Oil Company and where they glided under the Lion’s Gate
the three children
Bridge. They rewere supervised
laxed and enjoyed
by housekeepers
the wonders of
growing
up.
the inside passage
Tragedy struck
where deep blue
gain when her farivers of ice calve
ther died shortly
mammoth iceafter her sixth
bergs into the
birthday, resulting
ocean and mighty
in the three chilhumpback whales
dren being sepabreach from the
rated and adopted
sea. They also enby different famijoyed the stunlies that lived in
ning beauty of
the same town
tide
waters,
and on the same
breath
taking
street in Exira.
mountains and
They all graduwaterfalls
of
ated from the
Tracy
Arms,
same high school
Sawyer Glaciers
and Ester continand Juneau, the
ued her education
capital of Alaska.
and became a
In Skagway they
school teacher.
boarded the nosShe
married
talgic gold rush
Merle Anderson
railcars for draand they had two
matic
scenery
sons.
through the White
During their
Pass, an integral
working
years
part of the Histhey resided in
toric Klondike
Joann from the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center gets
different towns a firsthand look at Alaska during the Center’s recent Trail. The group
but they chose the trip there.
continued via ExMadera Ranchos
plorer Coach into
in which to retire. Ester read about the Canada to Whitehouse, the capital of
Senior Center in the local papers and at- Yukon. On the way to Beaver Creek they
tended the Garden Meeting where she was visited the sled dog kennel, meet the dogs
welcomed with open arms by the members and attended the summer sled dog demonand that was the beginning of her associa- stration and enjoyed the famed Yukon Rention with the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center. dezvous Dinner show. From Beaver creek
She has held several offices starting with they enjoyed the scenic highway that travthe Hot Lunch program for which she was elled past the lakes and mountains of the
in charge of the administrative duties. Kluane National Park as they moved on to
Later as Secretary she maintained the Fairbanks, about as far from civilization as
scheduling of all meetings and initiated the
Please see SENIOR on P. 19
newsletter, of which she is still the editor.

for aTIME
TED
LIMI only!

$999.31

Smith Manor Grace Chapel is offering a Direct
CremationPackage for $999.31. Our Direct Cremation Service
Package is designed specially for families who have chosen to have
a simple cremation. This package includes a durable
plastic urn, a cardboard cremation container,
removal from place of death to mortuary within 50
miles, basic services of director and staff,
refrigeration, 1-hour private family viewing, one
death certificate, disposition permit and sales tax.
We also have many funeral plans
to choose from. To discuss payment options
on this plan or any of our other funeral plans
please contact Pre-Arrangement Specialist
Heather Thomas at

662-8825
801 E. Yosemite Avenue, Madera

or call 375-6396 for a direct line to Heather
Lic. #0G40878
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Report from Alaska; Laughlin Next

First 5 Madera County is recruiting for
members to represent the following:
Commissioner

Unincorporated
Valley
Area
(Madera Ranchos - Board of
Supervisors District 1)

Commissioner

City of Madera Area (Board of
Supervisors District 3 and 4)

Madera County’s children of today will be our
leaders of tomorrow … help First 5 Madera
County invest in the future of our children.

First 5 is recruiting for a Commissioner – Madera Ranchos Area and
City of Madera Area, to participate in the distribution of $2 million annually to fund programs that focus on getting Madera’s youngest children
ready for school.
If you live in the Madera Ranchos Area or City of Madera Area and
are interested in shaping the community, contact Mang at 661-5155 or pick
up an application at 525 E. Yosemite.

Recruitment is open until filled

9/11

Click on “Local News” at
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The Pastor’s Desk

Hope in the Midst of Affliction
Again this month we have a guest
writer for the Pastor’s Desk. He is not a
pastor but he has a message. With approximately 17.6 million Americans
adults who abuse alcohol or are alcohol
dependent, his message is timely and relevant.
Editor

Balance is the Key to Performance

Specializing in ALL phases of farrier science
AFEC Certified

9/11

call209-628-0991
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By Mike B.

GET YOUR FREE ONION!

“The only way to get
fresher produce would be
to pick it yourself.” ™

9/11

Just for visiting Sweet Flower Fruit Stand we’d like
to give you a FREE onion to say “thanks” and to
give you an example of just how good our produce
is. One per customer per day.
Exp. 10-31-11

The Liberty High Girls Volleyball Team is Looking for YOU!

... to be a sponsor for possibly the next Valley Champs through any type of donation to the LHS Girls Volleyball team. Be anonymous or proudly displayed in programs and team posters. Want to help a great group of Ranchos girls? Call
Booster President Monica Coats at 559-718-3024 and say you want to Spike It!

TECATE LT. 18-PAK ............................................. $8.99
BUD, BUD LT. 18-PAK (cans), MICHELOB
ULTRA 18-PAK (cans), COORS,
COORS LT. 18-PAK (cans & btls),
SHOCK TOP 12-PAK ........................................ $10.99
HEINEKEN, DOS EQUIS 12-PAK ..................... $11.99
CORONA, CORONA LT. 12-PAK ...................... $12.99
KEYSTONE, NATURAL LT. 30-PAK ................. $13.99
REX GOLIATH, JACOB’S CREEK
COLUMBIA CREST ALL VARIETIES 750 ML ..... $4.99
BLACKSTONE ALL VARIETIES 750 ML ............ $8.99
SVEDKA, BACARDI LT.,
SAUZA GOLD or SILVER 750 ML .................... $10.99
BARTON or TAKKA VODKA 1.75 L ................... $10.99
9/11

CROWN ROYAL, JACK DANIELS,
JÄGERMEISTER 750 ML ................................. $19.99
PATRON SILVER 375 ML .................................... $19.99
Mon-Sat 8 a.m. - 10 p.m. Sun 8 a.m. - 9 p.m.

PRICES +TAX, CRV • PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE • EXP. 10-31-11

www.The Ranchos.com

I have hope: Because of the Lord's great
love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every
morning; great is our faithfulness. I say
to myself, ‘The Lord is my portion;
therefore I will wait for him.’ The Lord
is good to those whose hope is in him,
to the one who seeks him; it is good to
wait quietly for the salvation of the
Lord.”

Relying on God
What this passage means to me is
Hope
As I go through the walk of a now- that when I rely on myself there is no
sober life, I cling to hope. Without hope hope. Jeremiah speaks of God's wrath.
nothing is possible and when nothing is God's wrath is very simple: Nothing can
possible then why would I want to go or will ever separate us from the love of
God. He will always love us no matter
on?
Endurance is not a common quality. what we do. His wrath is our own selfMany people lack the long-term com- will. We rely on SELF. So, he lets
mitment, caring and willingness that is things happen to us. God does not cause
these things. WE
vital to sticking
DO! Of our selfwith a task against
all odds. In the
Remember that all God wants ishness and selfBible,
Jeremiah for you is good. If things aren't centeredness, God
in
parawas a prophet who good, take a look – are they your says,
endured.
Jere- plans or His? Hope is only a phrase, "You want
it your way? Have
miah's call by God prayer away.
teaches us how inA while ago I was a hopeless it your way. When
timately
God dope fiend; now I'm a dopeless you can't stop
sinking in the sand
knows us, although hope fiend.
that is you, I'll be
Jeremiah
earned
here with the rock
the title “Weeping
that you can stand
Prophet” in the
midst of what he lived through and saw on." If you continue to go without God,
he had the ability to endure. What gave you will always continue in the same
him his endurance? Hope! The hope direction and that direction is hopelessthat can only be found in God's love, ness. In other words you always get
what you always got, because you almercy and grace.
In Lamentations 3, while witness- ways do what you've always done.
William Booth states, "The measing what the land of Judah was going
through, Jeremiah wrote, "I am the man ure of a man’s power can be found in
who has seen affliction by the rod of his the measure of his surrender." You want
wrath. He has driven me away and has power, freedom and serenity? Surrender
made me walk in darkness rather than and you can have that and more. Rethe light; indeed, he has turned against member that all God wants for you is
me again and again, all day long … I good. If things aren't good, take a look
have been deprived of peace; I have for- – are they your plans or His? Hope is
gotten what prosperity is. So I say, ‘My only a prayer away.
A while ago I was a hopeless dope
splendor is gone and all that I had
hoped for from the Lord0’ I remember fiend; now I'm a dopeless hope fiend.
my affliction and my wandering, the
Until next time,
bitterness and the gall. I well remember
them, and my soul is downcast within
Mike B.
me. Yet this I call to mind and therefore
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Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!
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First 5 Invests $10K in Home Libraries
words that express ideas. Further, regular library visits and books in the home can raise
children’s interest in the written words.
“With this small project, we invested
$10,000 into 148 homes serving 157 children 0-5 years of age throughout the
county. The training attended by the parents
will have positive impacts throughout the
child’s lifetime,” said Chinayera Black
Hardaman, Executive Director of First 5
Madera County.
Four helpful tips when reading to your
child: 1) Introduce books to your child by
explaining the front, back, spine, title, and
author; 2) Engage your child, when reading
a book to them by asking them about the
book; 3) Repeat/echo information back and
forth with your child, and 4) Read to your
child a minimum of 30 minutes every day.
To ensure that all families have an opportunity to grow their libraries, the First 5 Family Resource Center will also provide books
to families that participate in weekly “Story
Time” activities.
For more information about literacy
and parent education opportunities or to
learn more about First 5 Madera County,
please call 559-661-5155 or visit us at
www.first5madera.net.

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.
We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

559-268-6650
call Tom and Maria at

3535 S. Temperance • Fresno • www.sagorey.com
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Beautiful Home for the Elderly
•
•
•
•
•

Certified Staff 24 Hours a Day
Family Style Living • Home Cooked Meals
Recreational Activities
Ambulatory and Non-Ambulatory
Over 40 Years of Experience

Transportation to All
Medical Appointments

“Tender Loving Care”

Ranchos Softball Team makes Finals

CASINO cont. from P. 2
this project was clearly a major factor in
this decision. The North Fork project was
certainly a community and not just a tribal
project. So congratulations to all of us are
in order!
Lastly, as the decision indicates, our
work is not done. This is a huge step but
several important steps remain where we
will need your assistance. Accordingly, we
plan to get back with you soon regarding

stands.
The team won its first game 5 to 4 Friday afternoon and was in great shape in
the overall standings with a bye until the
next day. The second game was a heartbreaking loss of 6 to 7 with a walk-off run
by the opposing team. The third game followed immediately after the second,
which is always difficult given the short
time to recoup from the previous game.
The girls stuck it out, but fell short with
their second and final loss.
While the team didn't place, they had
an amazing time and unfortegable experience. They represented themselves and
our community with class and great sportmanship. Way to go Gold. We're so proud
of you!
how we can work together to finish the task
before us – which just got a whole lot more
clear, positive and fun.
We apologize for not being able to
contact each of you personally regarding
the details of this announcement. As always, please do not hesitate call me or the
Tribal Council if you have any questions,
suggestions or issues.
Thanks again and cheers!
Charlie

Call Betty or Renee

State License
#200403444

559-674-8079
419 Clinton Street • Madera
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On August 4 the Liberty Ranchos
Gold 10 & Under softball team took part
in the 2011 State Games of America in San
Diego. This was the culmination of a winning Travel Ball season that had the Gold
winning 11 of their last 12 games. During
the season, the girls learned new skills and
honed old ones from their three coaches,
George Valdez, Jack Ahart and Mike
Burgess.
The Coaches, nine of 11 players, and
parents caravaned to San Diego and took
part in the opening ceremonies which were
held in Qualcom Stadium, (home of the
San Diego Chargers). The ceremonies are
paterned after the Olympics and included
a marched entry onto the playing field by
the athletes before making their way to the

9/11

Reading, talking and playing with your
children is key to school success. Yet, approximately 46 percent of families surveyed through the First 5 Family Survey
“did not” read to their children because they
did not have books in their home. That is
why First 5 Madera County sponsors the
annual “Growing Family Libraries” event
in Madera, Chowchilla, Madera Ranchos
and Oakhurst which puts books in the hands
of children and enhances early literacy experiences at home. Each family participating in the “Growing Family Library” event
took part in a 30-minute workshop that focused on developmentally appropriate literacy techniques.
In exchange for the parents’ participation in the workshop, First 5 Madera
County provided each family with a $50
voucher to be spent toward books. The First
5 Family Resource Center contracted with
Schwabe Books (a book vendor) to supply
books for the families to choose from following the workshop.
Regular book-sharing time provides a
context for parents to introduce new words
by labeling objects. It also provides for parent-child discussions about book content
and allows the children to practice new

Sharing the teaching of New Thought and Spiritual Growth
to the Central Valley from Merced to Fresno since 1994

Spiritual Awareness Center

Madera Church of Religious Science
Sunday Celebration 9 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
218 S. D St., Madera (Across from the U.S. Post Office)

661-1948 • www.maderasac.com
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WE’RE ON THE WEB!
Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.
Get fully downloadable back issues of
the Ranchos Independent
(beginning with April 2006).
Learn how you can add your
Ranchos-area business to this site!
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5/10

www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com

FULL SERVICE
AUTOMOTIVE
SHOP

g the
Servin Over
for
Valley ears
Y
42
WE ALSO DO:
Brakes • Tune-ups • Diagnostic
Oil changes • Service work
AND NOW: A/C SERVICE AND REPAIRS

FREE
TOWING
WITH OVERHAUL

GET A

“BACKTO

SCHOOL”

FREE
19-POINT
INSPECTION
w/ every OIL CHANGE

9/11

call for appt. • exp.10/31/11

www.The Ranchos.com

follow us on

Facebook
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the date of the sale so people know it’s not
a sign from two weeks ago. Be sure to comply to sign posting rules and remove your
signs immediately following your sale.
You can advertise your sale in the classifieds of the Ranchos Independent by calling 645-0634 or by email at
ranchosnews@yahoo.com. Craig’s List
(www.craigslist.org) is also a popular place
for people to find local yard sales. If you advertise be prepared for people waiting on
Your Junk/Their Treasure your driveway the morning of the sale. If
you choose not to advertise, you can set up
Yard saling is another thing I love about and put your signs out that morning, so
The Ranchos! Unlike Fresno, it has natural you’re ready when the shoppers arrive.
Borrow folding tables if needed and get
boundaries that are just the right size for making the rounds on a Saturday morning and still as much up off the ground as possible. Create departments or sections like kitchen
arrive back at home in time for waffles.
You may think yard saling is an unlikely items, sports, clothing, books, games, tools,
hobby for a Professional Organizer. Let me etc. This helps your shoppers that are lookreassure you that you won’t find me arriving ing for a specific item and in general looks
at home with a car full of stuff I don’t need. more appealing from the street. Put a few of
your choice items
(Well, my husband
out front to lure in
might disagree with
customers.
that at times.) You
Make plans to end your sale
Place books,
will find me getting
with
a
trip
to
your
favorite
charCDs and DVDs in
incredible deals on
ity thrift store and trade your left- shallow boxes with
things I was going to
overs for a tax deduction. See you their spines showpurchase anyway, or
at your yard sale!
ing so titles can be
things I wanted, but
easily read. Hang
couldn’t afford new.
clothes whenever
Ask me sometime
about the TV deal I swapped for a chest possible. A couple ladders with a pole or
string works.
freezer.
There’s a very faithful yard saling RanMore Tips
chos society, so if you’re planning to de-clutI don’t recommend pricing every item,
ter, or just need some extra cash, you’re in the
right place. Here are some tips on how to or- but that’s an option if you prefer. Having
groups of items with a sign, i.e. “Shirts/Pants
ganize your sale.
$1 each” or “Paperbacks 25¢ or 5 for $1” is
less complicated. Remember that your goal is
Tips for the Sale
First, make it worth stopping for. If you to unload your goods, so price to sell, but give
don’t have much stuff on your own, invite yourself a little bargaining room at the start.
Set up some background music so it’s
family members or neighbors to join in. Even
if it’s just your stuff, enlist the help of a fam- not awkward when there’s just one or two
ily member or friend so there’s always one quietly roaming through your sale. Have an
person besides the cashier to help and, yes, extension cord and batteries available for
people to test items they want to purchase.
keep an eye on things.
Make plans to end your sale with a trip
Begin preparation by saving some grocery bags and newspapers to pack breakables. to your favorite charity thrift store and trade
Make a trip to the bank for ones and coins to your leftovers for a tax deduction. See you at
use as change. Use a fanny pack or carpenter’s your yard sale!
apron to store your money rather than a cash
You can contact Brenda McElroy to have
box.
Create sturdy yard sale signs with eye- questions answered at Organized by Choice
catching, easy-to-read bold print. An address (because things don’t always fall into place) at
without an arrow means nothing to someone P.O. Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729, email her
that isn’t familiar with the area so make sure at info@organizedbychoice.com, visit her
to include large arrows on your signs with website www.organizedbychoice.com or she
additional arrows at every turn. Also include can be reached by phone at 559-871-3314.
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GEN WHY cont. from P. 6
that bean and stuffed it right up her
little nose.
Recently, she came to me crying,
and said that I had been right all
along. She racked up nearly 20 grand
trying to buy herself a little happiness. She told me that she wished
she would have listened to me.
I knew that feeling all too well.
Experience does a funny thing
to you: After years of crashing into
r o c k s a n d t u m b l i n g o ff c l i ff s , o n e
day someone tells a little anecdote
about one of their experiences in
life, and, just like that, something

i n s i d e y o u r h e a d c l i c k s a n d y o u her nose again.
think, “Well, I certainly don’t want
It would certainly help things if
to end up like this twit, so I think w e c o u l d l o c a t e t h e l i t t l e g e n e t i c
I ’ l l a v o i d m a k i n g t h a t p a r t i c u l a r d e f e c t t h a t p o p s u p a f t e r p u b e r t y.
mistake.”
And
The chromosome
there it is: The
that make young
m o m e n t o f c l a rA n d t h e re i t i s : T h e m o - people think they
ity that thins the ment of clarity that thins the are always right,
veil between imveil between immaturity and a n d n o o n e e l s e
maturity and true
has a clue. If scia d u l t h o o d . I w a s true adulthood.
entists could lohoping to have
cate that, then
possibly
they
been that click to
her, but at least now she is working c o u l d s e v e r i t b e f o r e w e a l l h a d a
two jobs to make her ends meet, chance to get out there and do
and let me say, that is probably one s o m e t h i n g s t u p i d l i k e b e c o m e a
bean that won’t get anywhere near teen mom, drop out of high school
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o r c o l l e g e , r a c k u p a t o n o f c r e di t
c a r d d e b t , e t c . T h e r e w o u l d c e rtainly be a lot more educated, financially stable people out there.
That genetic defect isn’t permanent in most people, though. Many
work to become responsible, productive members of society. As for
me, I no longer feel the need to
make every mistake for myself. I
learn from the experience and wisdom of others, and their advice and
knowledge play an enormous role
in my decision making process.
And although I still make mistakes, I no longer feel the need to
stuff anything up my nasal cavity.
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Meet Your New Golden Valley Unified Teachers for the 2011 -2012 School Year
By Alyssa Stratakis and Patricia Felix
Golden Valley Unified School District
welcomed six new teachers to open the
2011-2012 school year. In addition, two former Golden Valley Unified educators were

promoted to administrative positions.
Chris Imperatrice, a vice-principal at
Sierra View Elementary last year, is the new
principal at Sierra View Elementary.
Frank Panian, a math teacher at Liberty
is the school’s newest learning director.

Foundation Holds Annual Event
More than $19,000 worth of grants
were handed out during the Foundation for
Golden Valley Schools’ seventh annual
Stars event at Birdstone Winery.
Along with the grants, the Foundation
also honored 2011 STAR Employees of
the year at the event on Sept. 10.
According to organizers, the turnout
was wonderful, the ambiance was beautiful, the food was delicious, the music was
entertaining, the raffle prizes were fantastic and the company was great.
One of the Foundation’s major goals
is to give back to the educational community in the form of new teacher grants and
classroom grants. The Foundation has
given more than $97,000 in grants to support our teachers and students.
The 2011 grants were all funded 100
percent thanks to the Foundation and the
contributions from business partners, who
helped make it possible to full fund each
grant. Here are the teachers that received
grants.
• Melissa MacPherson
Document Camera
• Georgina Raymond
Document Camera
• Krisit Forshee
Document Camera
and Projector
• Dennis Ready
Document Camera
and Projector
• Chelan Shepherd
Document Camera
and Projector
• Chris Simon
Document Camera
and Projector
• Crissy McElhaney

$585.00
$585.00

$1,050.00

$1,200.00

$1,245.00

$1,050.00

Computer Lab
Headphones
$139.65
• Fidi Cuevas
Student Response
Systems
$2,015.00
• Nola Neely & Wendy McCully
Smartboards
$3,512.00
• Jason Napier
A/V Recording
Studio
$2,500.00
• Emily Muccianti
Reading Lab Comprehension
Games
$862.39
• Nicole Ullrich
Cow Eye Dissection
$593.01
• Leslie Wood
Athletic Pitching
Machine
$1,500.00
• Osborn/Mayer
Relocate Promethean Boards
at SV to classroom and
purchase Active Response
System
$2,700.00
In addition, the Foundation honored
five employees who were chosen as
Golden Valley Unified School District’s
best in 2011.
Administrator of the Year- Felipe
Piedra
Elementary Teacher of the YearChelan Shepherd
Secondary Teacher of the Year- Frank
Panian
Operational Employee of the YearGail Allen
Instruction Employee of the YearNicola Lambert
Piedra will also be honored in October as the Administrator of the Year for
Madera County at the Madera County Excellence in Education awards ceremony.

In addition, Michael McDonald, Mia
Zavorek and Katelynn Peek are newcomers
at Webster Elementary. Michael Erickson,
Anne Katuin and Lisa Cartwright are new
teachers at Liberty.
Lisa Cartwright
Cartwright will
fill in for the departed Panian, who
moved to administration in the math
department.
Cartwright,
who
previously
worked as a substitute teacher at Educational Options,
will teach algebra and geometry.
“I want to get to know my students and
talk with them,” Cartwright said. “I want to
help them with their work and get to know
them on a different level.”
She said she received help from a number of people, including Mann, Panian, fellow math teachers Renee Harris and
Charles Brooks and activities director Sarah
Burress.
“They are all amazing people,”
Cartwright said. “It’s great working here.”
In her spare time Cartwright loves to
cook, bake and make cards.
Michael McDonald
McDonald is in his sixth year of teaching, beginning at Valley Teen Ranch and is
a fifth grade teacher at Webster.
He began teaching as a teacher’s assistant and later assumed the role as the head
teacher.
After a year at Valley Teen Ranch, he
spent a year at Madera High as a math intervention teacher. He spent the last three
years as a math coach and instructional
coach at Fresno Unified.
He was the head girls basketball coach
at Madera in his one year and then assisted
the previous three years. McDonald has
coached basketball for the past 13 years.
“I enjoy working with young kids and
high school students and seeing the effect I
can have in shaping their lives,” he said. “I
have already experienced just a small sample of what this great school district has to

offer and I am proud to be a Wolverine.”
Mia Zavorek
Zavorek is back in teaching full time
after taking time off to raise her three children. She will teach sixth grade at Webster.
Zavorek began her teaching career at
Adams Elementary in Madera Unified
where she taught sixth grade. After four
years she had a child and decided to teach
part-time.
Recently, she was a reading intervention teacher for Fresno Unified School District and worked with students in grades
1-6.
“My focus has always been on the
upper grade students and that is where most
of my experience lies,” Zavorek.
Zavorek has three children, Brady (8),
Beckett (6) and Arden (4) with Andy, her
husband of almost 12 years.
“Our children keep us very busy with
ballet, soccer, baseball and all of the other
practices that go along with that,” she said.
“We love it and wouldn’t have it any other
way.”
Zavorek enjoys traveling to the beach,
making bows and flowers, going to the
gym, reading and crafting. The entire family are Boston Red Sox fans.
“I am so excited to be a teacher at
Webster,” Zavorek said. “I want to thank
everyone for all of the support. I feel very
welcomed here.”
Mike Erickson
Erickson, who
used to be an information’s systems
manager, is the
newest Liberty High
School
science
teacher. He will be
teaching physics and
chemistry.
Before he arrived at Liberty, Erickson was shown
around campus by Chris Imperatrice. He
also received help from fellow science
teacher Fidi Cuevas and the front office
staff — principal Kuljeet Mann and Tanya
Hudson.

Please see TEACHERS on P. 17
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Ranchos Middle Schoolers Shake,
Rattle & Roll at Back to School Dance

Grandparents Come Out to Webster
More than 500 people particpated in
Webster’s Grandparents Day celebration
on September 9.
Webster principal Felipe Piedra said
there were 518 participants this year, a
significant increase over last year’s
total.
Piedra and the Webster Parent

Teacher Club would like to thank all of
the volunteers who made the day a huge
success. They are: Michelle Barnes,
Kim Carson, Leslie Alesi, Janeen Best,
Megan Boatwright, Shellie Deniz, Jodi
Reitz, Becky Koop, Kristi Prater, Lisa
Luce, Brandy Bilskey, Maria DeSoto,
Guillermo Saenz and Damian Carranza.

M.J. Gilio is a 5th grade
Blanca Saenz is a 1st
Nicholas Mott is a 2nd
teacher here at Webster and she grader here at Webster and she grader, his sister Hannah is a
is accompanied by her grand- is with her Mother Patricia 4th grader and they are with
son Jojo Januse who is a Saenz.
their grandmother Carole Mott
kindergartner here at Webster.

New to Liberty, New to America
Ranchos Middle School students dance to the music at the Back to School Dance that was
held on Sept. 8.

TEACHERS cont. from P. 16
“I love it here,” Erickson said. “I love
teaching physics and chemistry. I like doing
the hands-on activities and when students
score high on tests.”
In his spare time Erickson enjoys playing tennis and working out along with some
resistance training.
Anne Katuin
Katuin returns
to the scene of
where it all started.
She is one of the
first Liberty High
School graduates to
return to teach at
Liberty.
A 2006 Liberty
graduate, she returns to the school to teach algebra and
agriculture science.
She graduated from Cal Poly-San Luis
Obispo and majored in agricultural science.
“I am looking forward to telling my
students that algebra and agriculture is very
important,” Katuin said. “I like being back.
It’s really cool to work with the teachers I
had when I was here.”
In her spare time, Katuin enjoys riding
horses, going camping and other outdoors
stuff.
Chris Imperatrice
Imperatrice began teaching when
Golden Valley Unified first started. He was
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born and raised in the Madera Ranchos and
will now lead the school he attended -Sierra View Elementary -- as its principal.
He was a social science teacher at
Liberty and the football coach for five
years where he led the team to a No. 1
seed in the Central Section Division V
playoffs. The Hawks advanced to the
semifinals of the playoffs two years in a
row.
He then stepped down as football
coach and became a learning director at
Ranchos Middle School/Liberty High
School and vice-principal at Sierra View
Elementary for the past three years.
Katelynn Peek
Peek is a Yosemite High School
graduate, teaching kindergarten at Webster. She is originally from Bass Lake
and graduated from Fresno Pacific University with honors. She has a Bachelor
of Arts degree in liberal studies and has a
multiple subject teaching credential.
“I have wanted to be a teacher since
the third grade when my teacher changed
my life,” Peek said. “I hope to change the
world through education. I love children
and I love learning.”
In addition to being the valedictorian
at Yosemite, Peek also played volleyball
and soccer and ran cross country.
“I now train for and run marathons,”
Peek said. “I’m a family girl. I love being
around my family friends. I have a lot of
energy and I like to eat a lot.”

By Alexis Newman
LHS Yearbook/Journalism Staff
Liberty has the pleasure of having
four foreign exchange students this season — junior Aigerim Kapar Kyzy and
seniors Lene Stensbo, Kathleen Behrens
and Caspar Moser.
Aigerim is from Kyrgyzstan which
is in Central Asia. She knows four languages, plays tennis, and is interested in

playing basketball in the winter. She
also enjoys dancing, listening to music
and attending her art and Spanish
classes at Liberty.
Aigerim said that at her school,
there is only first grade through
eleventh grade; all students stay in the
same class and the teachers change instead of all the students. Aigerim is here

Please see EXCHANGE on P. 18

Sierra View Elementary Spirit Rally Fun

Emily Mayer competes in a relay that involved dressing up and chewing gum at Sierra View
Elementary School during a Spirit Rally on Sept. 2.
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Science Teacher
Changes His Life
By Sierra Wilson
There is a point in one’s life where one
makes the realization that there needs to be
a change. Whether it is to improve one’s
life, or the life of someone else, it is a
choice everyone must face. Liberty High
School science teacher Tim Hayes made
that realization three years ago when he decided to better himself while helping out
others through raising money for leukemia
and lymphoma.
Hayes’ decision came upon him in
2008, when he noticed that being 55 years
old and 309 pounds could possibly be a
factor of continuing to teach students and
getting to participate in the lives of his
grandchildren over the years. He knew
something needed to be done, so he began
training and running for half-marathons.
As he completed and ran eight different
half-marathons, he noticed it might be a bit
easier and more beneficial to get involved
with triathlons.
A triathlon consists of three different
endurance activities: swimming, bicycling,
and running. This demanding event is a
large commitment that requires diligent

BBQ cont. from P. 2
pudding.
New to this year’s event the Ginz
Photo Booth was a huge hit. Party goers
had the opportunity to put on hilarious accessories (feather boas, huge glasses, hats
and even fake noses) before taking instant
pictures in the photo booth while others just
chose to pose and snuggle with their honey.
Music was provided by the Cadillac Cowboys for those who wanted to dance the
night away.
Senior Volunteer Fire Captain Chuck
Hoover, who has volunteered at Station 19
for 34 years now, was delighted with the
record turnout this year. Hoover wanted to
thank “… the entire Ranchos Community
for their continuing support to raise money
to keep our community and our children
safe.” Hoover explained that, “Although the
station already had a Jaws of Life, it was
about 20 years old and weighed over 700
lbs. It was definitely time for an upgrade.
This has been a big problem for us because
Fire Station 19 has just one paid Firefighter
position. Everyone else is a volunteer. It’s
a real possibility that the paid Firefighter
could be on the scene of an accident, however he wouldn’t be able to use the old Jaws

preparation and training. Hayes spent over
five hours a day over the course of several
months preparing his mind and body for
the event. All for a good cause: research
money for blood cancer and improving his
health. The decision to do a triathlon gave
him the drive to find a team to compete
with, which ended up being the Leukemia
& Lymphoma Society's Team In Training,
an endurance sports training program that
gives its athletes’ raisings to the Leukemia
& Lymphoma Society. .Hayes’ encouragement to raise money for cancer research
was inspired by his father-in-law who had
passed from lymphoma and his sister who
is a breast cancer survivor.
The Triathlon at Pacific Grove, Hayes’
first and most recent triathlon, was an
Olympic distanced event. It began at 7:30
a.m., September 10, when all the teams
were separated by their age and gender,
which also decided the time the teams
would begin their events.
His team consisted of six members,
each meeting their goals, including Hayes,
who raised $3,325, $425 more then his
goal of $2,800.
Hayes had to start his course with two
swim laps, equaling almost a half a mile.
The swim involved jumping in at Lover’s
Point Beach and making triangular laps
around the bay.
After the swim, the athletes had to

of Life without backup just because of the
weight of that piece of equipment. The new
unit is lightweight and more powerful.”
Both Farr and Hoover want to thank
everyone who helped put this fundraiser together. Sponsors for this year’s event include: Mark and Peggy Borba, Vulcan
Materials,
Pistoresi
Ambulance,
Chukchansi Resort, Gateway Village, San
Joaquin River Ranch, Jerry Edding’s Real
Estate, Marie Calendar, Chick-fil-A, and
the Pizza Factory. They would also like to
thank Tom and Alice Schevenell, Tina Najarian, the Ranchos Kiwanis, the Ranchos
Lions and each of the many the volunteers
that worked diligently behind the scenes for
their assistance in making this event a success. “Thanks also go out to the entire
Madera Ranchos Community who supports
this event every year!” they said.
“It’s reassuring to know that safety is
possible in our community. This event gets
bigger and better every year. It’s truly a fun
community event,” said Farr. If you haven’t
gone in the past, please put it on your calendar for next year. The 2012 event will be
held on Saturday, August 18 at the Borba
Ranch. For information about next year’s
event please contact Debbie Farr at 559801-7703.

begin their 6.2 mile bicycle course, which
took them along the Pacific Grove coastline,
and last was the run. The runners had to start
at Lover’s Point and proceed down Ocean
View, totaling 6.2 miles, or three laps.
Hayes finished all three legs in good
time; his swim lasted just over 41 minutes,
his bike ride lasted just over a hour-and-ahalf, and his run was finished in one hour, 22
minutes. All together his time was three
hours, 41.40 minutes.
This most definitely was not easy, but
as Hayes said, “I felt very tired and very ac-

complished afterward.”
His next event will be Nov. 6 in the Two
Cities Marathon in Fresno and Clovis that
also raises money for different cancer associations such as the Leukemia & Lymphoma
Society, Children’s Hospital Central California, and the Sierra Challenge Express Scholarship Fund.
Hayes is not giving up on his training,
doing his marathons and triathlons, and helping raise money for others. After all his
marathons, Hayes weighs in at 238 pounds,
and says he feels great.

and enjoys her classes and the school
environment.
Behrens plays tennis, likes to swim
and go shopping. Her favorite class is ROP Sports
Medicine.
Behrens says that in
Germany she has two
more years of school
when she goes back to
Hamburg. She is here to
improve her English and
see how life is in America, although she misses
attending parties on the
weekends.
Moser is from Berlin,
Senior Lene Stensbo is from Germany, and is the only
male foreign exchange stuNorway.
dent at Liberty. He is staying with the Kaczmarek
family and says they are
very nice. He says it is
pretty cool that he just
turned 16 and is a senior
this year. Moser runs cross
country and hopes to play
soccer in the winter and
tennis in the spring.
Although Moser does
not have Charles Brooks
as a teacher, he is his favorite because he is the
Kathleen Behrens is a senior nicest teacher Moser has
from Hamburg, Germany.
met. Moser said that at his
school he would go to different classes everyday,
bringing the total to 15
classes a week. He misses
playing soccer with his
team and going to parties
on the weekend.
Liberty is proud to
have four foreign exchange students as an addition to the school this
year, and the students are
ready for a year to learn
the English language and
Junior Aigerim Kapar Kyzy experience the American
from Kyrgyzstan in Central Asia.
way of life.

EXCHANGE cont. from P. 17
to improve her English, to travel, and to
learn more about
American
culture.
When asked what she
enjoys saying in her
language she replied,
“Jipeuecmwo,” which
means
wonderful.
Aigerim finds the
American education
system difficult but
enjoys all of her
classes here.
Stensbo is from
Norway and stays
with the Isolano family. She is here to improve her English,
enjoy the adventure of
a new country and to
explore new things.
She is not currently in
a sport but hopes to
play basketball during
the winter season.
In Stensbo’s education system there
are only three tests a
year, homework is assigned but no credit is
awarded and there are
also 13 grades instead
of 12. She said that
the classes are so different but she does
like them. Lene told
us that “Kjorlighet”
means love in Norwegian.
Liberty also has
two foreign exchange
students from Germany. Behrens is
from Hamburg, Germany and stays with
senior Jacci O’Keefe
and her family. She
likes the O’Keefes

Click on “Local News” at
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Ranchos 4-H Info
By Anahi Rivera
Sierra Shadows 4-H club is gearing up
for another big year. The Club Officers attended the officer's training session which was
held at the 4-H office. They came away from
the training with some great information, great
ideas and they also made some new friends.
The officers are off to a great start as they have
planned out this year's calendar which they say
is full of exciting new things.
The Madera County Fair is over and the
members of the Sierra Shadows 4-H club
worked hard all summer long in order to get
their animals in good condition to make
weight and saw their animals receive some top
bids at auction time. Some members even en-

SENIORS cont. from P. 10
tered some of the still exhibits.
Our next big event the members are
looking forward to is 4-H Achievement
Night/Officer Installation which is held in October and will kickoff National 4-H week. At
this event, officers are installed to their club
positions and members will receive special
recognition awards. During this week the public may see window displays at various locations showing the various projects 4-H has to
offer.
Youth between the ages of 9 to 18 years
old may join 4-H. The Sierra Shadows 4-H
club leader is Terri Fernandez, who can be
reached at 559-645-4836. Her email is trrfernandez@yahoo.com. The next club meeting
will be held at Sierra View Elementary School
cafeteria in October so give Terri a call for the
specific day and time and we’ll see you there.

you can get, with the amazing sights of a
wild life refuge, mountains and the TransAlaskan Pipeline. At the El Dorado Gold
Mine a gold rush history was presented
along with its historic gold dredge and the
Ranchos travellers discovered panning for
gold.
There is no place wilder, more rugged
and breathtakingly beautiful than Denali
National Park. It is home to wildlife including moose, bears, a variety of birds,
grey wolves and an abundant amount of
golden eagles. The journey ended with a
train trip back to Anchorage and then the
return trip back home to the Ranchos.

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

Quick, Fast
Results
CALL NOW!

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included
• AM PM
Medications
• Diet Injection

LOSE WEIGHT
AND INCHES TOO
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Look Good and Feel Great

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!
$
OFF

20

1st visit only

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP
“We Are Very
Affordable”

224-6744

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

Ranchos Dental Care
& Orthodontics

559-645-5320
37144 Avenue 12 #104
Madera Ranchos

www.ranchosdental.com
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4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

Happenings at the Senior Center
The Department of Health comes periodically to the Center for free checkups.
The screenings include: Personal health
history review, blood pressure and blood
sugar test, nutrition and health education
and a low-cost blood test is available. The
health screenings are for 50 and above. For
referrals to medical providers and community services, the contact number is 6757893 to make an appointment.
A nutritionally balanced lunch program is available Monday through Friday
at 11:30 a.m. A suggested price for 60 years
and older is $1.75. Reservations are needed
24 hours in advance prior to 11 a.m. so remember to call Joann at 645-4864.
We have a growing exercise program
being held on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays at 10 a.m. The participants are
getting more than just exercise by attending. They have fun, share laughs, meet
new friends and get updates on old
friends. There is room for you and you
may attend all three days or just one or
two of them.
New to the agenda on Tuesday at
12:30 p.m. are a variety of cards games to
be enjoyed. Come and learn new games.
Check your calendar for daily events

for each day of the week. If you do not
have a copy, stop by the Senior Center for
a copy. Additional copies are available at
the Ranchos Market and Hurst Hardware.
The Farmers Market at the Center has
a variety of vegetables and fruits, jams and
jellies are available and the Boutique has
many “on the spot needed” gift items.
Dates for Your Calendar
Friday, Sept. 30: Deposit due – Laughlin Trip – Nov. 6 to Nov. 10, Laughlin, Nevada. Only 30 seats are available so sign
up ASAP.
Saturday, Oct. 1: Christmas PreChristmas Sale – Boutique from 8 a.m. to
noon.
Saturday, Oct. 1: Monthly Ranchos/Hills Sale – Bake, Boutique, Plants,
Produce and Treasure House.
Tuesday, Oct. 4: Board Meeting at 6
p.m.
Monday, Oct. 10: Center Closed, General Meeting at 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 11: Final payment for
Laughlin Trip.
Thursday, Oct. 13: Flu Shot, Liberty
High School. Drive Through 9:30 a.m. to
11 a.m.
Saturday, Oct. 15: Birthday and Anniversaries, Yukon Jacks, 6833 No. Golden
Gate Blvd., Fresno. 559-276-7797. 11:30
a.m.
Monday, Oct. 17: Planning Meeting at
12:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 25: Student nurses from
National University will be at the Senior
Center at 10:45 a.m.
October Events
M-W-F – 10 a.m. Exercise; Tuesday –
12:30 p.m. Variety of card and other
games; Wednesday – Card Bingo; Thursday – 5:30 p.m. Potluck and Card Games.
New on Sunday: Music by Chuck
Rovenstein for listening and dancing from
3 p.m. to 5 p.m. Check the newsletter for
dates.
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What’s the Difference Between San Fran and Madera?
By Rick Farinelli
Madera Chapter Tea Party Coordinator
The answer is nothing because both
cities harbor illegal aliens, incurables, entitlement refugees and other socially correct indigents so they can receive federal and state
assistance. Whether it is a bond, grant, federal
or state taxes, a taxpaying American citizen
is paying for these entitlement programs. The
once great state of California is now 49th
place in the debt structure. Taxpaying companies and citizens have been leaving California in droves. This now leaves us with state
entitlement refugees and unions that are the
major voters in the state. While other states
are pushing illegal aliens, incurables, entitlement refugees and indigents out of their

RECIPE cont. from P. 8
dash of garlic salt and salt and pepper.
Mix well. Add shredded cheese and
one hamburger bun that has been torn
into small pieces. Mix well, and add
to pan with the onion and let cook on
medium heat until it gets crispy. Pull
off and put on hamburger bun with a
slice of American cheese.
Vegetarian Lasagna
This recipe takes a lot of work. It
is best to prepare the day before and
then let it sit in the refrigerator
overnight so all the flavors can mix.
½ C Minced Onions
2 Cloves Garlic, Crushed
1 (28 oz.) Can Crushed Tomatoes
2 (6 oz.) Cans Tomato Paste
2 (6.5 oz.) Cans Canned Tomato
Sauce
½ C Water
2 T White Sugar
1 ½ C Fresh Basil Leaves
1 tsp. Italian Seasoning
1 T Salt
¼ tsp. Black Pepper
4 T Chopped Parsley
2 Zucchini Sliced
2 Heads Broccoli Cut Into Florets
2 C Shredded Carrots
24 Large Lasagna Noodles
16 oz. Fresh Ricotta Cheese
1 Egg
½ tsp. Salt
2 pounds Fresh Mozzarella
Cheese, Shredded

states, California continues to open its doors
to more non-taxpaying citizens leaving the
state broke for the next several generations.
New York and California are going down for
the count because of the “you owe me” programs. Under this current administration,
states with out of control entitlement programs are the great social experiment, which
is, “Take from the rich, middle class and the
business entrepreneurs, and then give it to the
entitlement population.”
Is it too late for California or Madera if
the taxpaying citizen only talks about California and Madera County issues and then
sits back and does nothing? We have an
out-of-control government in our state and
locally. We need to take back America one
city, one county and one state at a time. Get
involved locally and speak out against issues that bother you. Our country was built
on freedom against tyranny. Last July, the

2 pounds Fresh Grated Parmesan
Cheese
In large skillet cook onions and
garlic until browned. Stir in crushed
tomatoes, tomato paste, tomato sauce
and water. Season with sugar, basil,
Italian seasoning, 1 T salt, pepper and
2 T parsley.
Fill two large bowls with warm
water and lay out the lasagna noodles
and allow to soak.
In large mixing bowl, combine ricotta cheese with egg, remaining
parsley and ½ tsp. salt.
To assemble, spread 1 1/2 C of
sauce in the bottom of a deep 9x13
baking pan. Arrange a layer of noodles lengthwise over sauce. Spread
with part of the ricotta cheese mixture. Top with mozzarella cheese.
Layer vegetables over cheese. Spoon
1 ½ C sauce over vegetables and
sprinkle with ¼ C Parmesan cheese.
Repeat layers and top with remaining
parmesan and mozzarella cheese.
Cover with foil. To prevent foil from
sticking to cheese, spray foil with
cooking spray.
Allow to sit in the fridge
overnight.
Preheat oven to 375 degrees
Bake in preheated oven for 25
minutes. Remove foil, and bake an
additional 25 minutes. Cool 15 minutes before serving.
Well, there you have it – I got
through the article without using the
four letter word “MEAT.”

Madera Tribune (and even the Fresno Bee
in their National & World Section) printed
the Declaration of Independence of the July
4th 1776 Congress. I hope every taxpaying
citizen had a chance to sit down and read
our forefathers’ message. Yes; we now have
more states in the union of these United
States of America and a lot has changed
that our forefathers would have discouraged. Do these United States of America
have constitutionally limited government,
free markets and fiscal responsibility that
our predecessors fought so hard for? Does
it say in the Declaration of Independence
that government will pay for the entitlement population of these United States of
America?
Wake-Up Madera and start fighting for
your rights as taxpaying citizens. Call on your
government officials in the city, county and
state to stop the fraud in our social systems

and reckless spending of our taxpaying dollars to entitlement programs. Encourage constitutionally limited government, free markets
and fiscal responsibility.
Madera Chapter Tea Party Meetings
Good News: The Tea Party Patriots from
all chapters helped defeat AB 724, the jobkilling $3.6 billion energy tax extension. As
you can see, activism from many of you made
a difference. We encourage more Madera and
Ranchos Madera Patriots to join us.
Our next meeting is scheduled for
Thursday, Oct. 20 at 6 p.m. at DiCiccos, 516
South I Street, Madera. For updated details
and scheduled speakers go to www.central
valleyteaparty.com/events For more information contact John Smedley at 559-645-7031
or by e-mail at jcsmedley@comcast.net. You
can also contact Rick Farinelli at 559 7065386 or by e-mail at richardfarinelli@
sbcglobal.net.

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSUR ANCE?
Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood insurance (or eliminate it completely).
You can't afford to wait any longer,
so contact the professionals
today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815
9/11

Lic. #PLS 5815

36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

Click on “Local News” at
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STOCK cont. from P. 7
nounced. They are:
Felipe Piedra, Administrator of
the Year
Chelan Shepherd, Elementary
Teacher of the Year
Frank Panian, Secondary Teacher
of the Year
Gail Allen, Operational Employee of the Year
Nicola Lambert, Instructional
Employee of the Year
This event is also sponsored by
the Foundation.
Congratulations go to Felipe
Piedra, Principal at Webster Elementary School, who was recognized as

the administrator of the 2011 year for
all of Madera County at the October
“Madera County Excellence of Education” awards ceremony.
Good News for Golden Valley
Schools API Scores
Webster Elementary’s 2010 API
score was 830; score is up 22 points
in 2011 to 852.
Sierra View’s 2010 API score
was 860; score is up by two points in
2011 to862.
Ranchos Middle School’s 2010
API score was 828; score is up 39
points in 2011 to 850.
Liberty High School’s 2010 API
score was 828; in 2011 its score was

down seven points to 821. It looks
like Liberty High has some work to
do to get their scores back up.
Ranchos Library
I hear that we have a new librarian for the Ranchos Library. His
name is Garin Gonzalez. The Friends
of the Ranchos Library also held a
fundraising event at Birdstone on
Saturday, Sept. 17. It was called
“Cool Jazz and Wine” with the proceeds benefitting the Ranchos Library. It was a nice relaxing night
out. I hear that congratulations go to
our past library Ellen Mester in her
new position as Managing Librarian
at the downtown Madera Library.

A Fun Trip
Don’t forget that the Ranchos/Hills Seniors are planning a
fun trip to Laughlin, Nevada on
Nov. 6 to Nov. 10.The trip includes
four nights at the Edgewater hotel
and Casino. Also the cost covers
round trip motor coach and driver ’s
tip and two extra optional excursions to Hoover Dam/Colorado
River Bypass Bridge and Oatman,
Arizona on old Route 66. Cost $180
per person double occupancy or
$210 per person single occupancy.
Deposit of $50 is due per person by
Friday Sept. 30. Call the Senior
Center at 559-645-4864 to make a
reservation.

Email
Cash
Check
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Payment: $20

37167 Ave. 12, #5C
Madera, CA 93636
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Bill Me

Have friends or family
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are
you moving but you
still want to keep in
touch with what’s happening in the Madera Ranchos?

Fax 559-645-4002

SPREAD THE NEWS!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@yahoo.com
www.The Ranchos.com

Page 22

Classified
Alteration Services
Madlin's Alterations - 40
y e a r s e x p e r i e n c e - Ta i l o r i n g ,
repairs and leathers. Fast
service. NEW ADDRESS &
PHONE
NUMBER:
36733
Av e . 1 2 . C a l l 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 5 8 3 .

Antiques

N o o n t o 8 p . m . 3 7 3 4 1 Av e .
16.Call 999-6832.
For Sale - 40' Recreational
trailer - ball hitch type. Full
kitchen, tub/shower combo,
separate toilet. A/C, Sleeps
4.
Current
registration.
$3,700 OBO. Call 408-6289300.

a n t i q u e Handyman

Are
you
an
hoarder? I have dining room
and living room sets, chairs,
tables and lots of other
things. Call 645-1770.

Beauty Products
Mary Kay Cosmetics - Skin
care, color application, party
and business opportunities!
Excellent customer service and
free delivery! Call Melanie
Bowman 559-994-3963.

Construction
New construction, remodels,
room additions, barns and patios. Call 559-970-4476 or
559-645-4033.

Floor/Upholstery Care
Pinnacle Carpet Care and
Upholstery
FREE
estimates. FREE stain protection
with any purchase. Tile, aggregate,
showers,
Pebble
T e c . G o l d e n Va l l e y C h a m b e r
Member, BBB, references.
Call Bruce at 676-0760.

For Sale
For Sale - Shop Rider Power
Chair
$600
OBO;
Large
wooden corner desk $100.
OBO; Dayton suspended gas
shop heater $100 OBO; 400
ft. #8 GA. 3-strand well wire
$200 OBO. Call 645-5248 or
645-4885.
For Sale - Fine Things
Wa re h o u s e h a s l o t s o f g i f t
choices. Christmas is coming
- are you ready? Open 2nd,
3rd and 4th weekends from

Pointer Mix. Chocolate Brown
with white paws, stub tail.
N a m e M o c h a . We a r i n g r e d c o l lar with tags and has microchip.
Call 645-4367 or Craig's List.

Painting Services
Painting Services - 40 years of experience. Licensed and insured.
Frank Kramer Exteriors. Lic.
#273099. Call 645-4113.

Handyman and Landscaping
- Call for estimate or appointment. No job too big or
too small. Call 559-6647422.

Painting Services - Gerald Scheffing
& Son Painting. 40 years experience.
Interior & Exterior. Licensed, insured
and bonded. Lic #313070. Call 6742320.

H e l p Wa n t e d

Pet Vaccinations

S a l e s p e r s o n Wa n t e d - T h e
Ranchos Independent is looking for someone who loves the
Ranchos and loves the Ranchos
Independent and wants the
world to know about it. If
you’re organized and love to
talk to people you’re half way
there ... we can help with the
o t h e r h a l f . Call Randy at 6450634 and we’ll set up a time to
talk. Look! You’re talking already!

Low Cost Vaccinations. One Day
Only in the Ranchos. Sat., November
19 from 10 a.m. to Noon. Dog Gone
Cute Store 645-7387 for both dogs
and cats.

Housecleaning
Housecleaning Service - Have
your house spring cleaned all
year long. Experience, responsible, honest. Fair prices. Call 4162585.
Housecleaning - 20 years experience. Honest, reliable, references.
Call
Rachael
at
822-3330.

Lost & Found
Found - A youth's Bible. Come
in to the Ranchos Independent
office and identify and it is
y o u r s . ( E d . n o t e : I re a ll y h o p e
s o m e o n e re c o g n i z e s t h i s a s
theirs. It is a keepsake.)
Lost Dog - Lost over 4th of
July weekend. Large Lab-

Recyclables Pick Up
Free Recyclables Pickup -- KIDS 4
RECYCLING offers pickup of
household paper, plastics, tin, glass,
aluminum and cardboard. Funds support Rancho's Seniors, library,
schools and 4H. Info call Recycle
Gal 999-6832 or 645-1048.

Tractor/Trenching Services
Bobcat Work - Drilling Post Holes Trees - Trenching - Clean Up. Tractor
Work - Discing - Rototilling - Mowing
- Scraping - Stump Grinding - Roll Off
Box. Call Neal at 645-1200 or 2858211.

Window Cleaning Services
Most windows $5 inside/out. Screen,
track and sills included. Remove hard
water stain on home windows, shower
doors and car windows. Cobweb removal available. Fully insured. Call
Nick at 285-1723. Free estimates.
SENIOR DISCOUNT!

Yard Sales
Yard Sale - Sat. Oct. l - 7 a.m. - 3
p.m. We have too much stuff - come
see what we have for sale. Very reasonable prices. Clothes, furniture,
tools and household goods. Arizona
Cypress and Pine trees. 14863 Rd. 35.

TO ADVERTISE
TODAY!
CALL 645-0634

Yard Sale - Sat. Oct. 1 - 8 a.m. - 1
p.m. Cash only - no early birds,
please. 37240 Cloverleaf Ave.

SUDOKU

Tractor Work - House pads, lot leveling, driveways, trenching, concrete
work and underground utilities installed.
Call 559-970-4476 or 559-645-4033.
Tractor Work - Driveways, Lot grading, Arenas, Etc. No Discing. 30 years
experience. Call 559-706-5460.
Custom Trenching - For Sprinklers,
Plumbing, Electric Lines, Water Lines
or Sewer Lines. Reasonable Rates. CA.
LIC. #548871. Call 559-229-5407.

©2011 King Features Syndicates, Inc.
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Real Estate
DAVID PARKER

Nancy Watson

Realtor®

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.davidparker.info

645-5000

490-1989

www.nancywatson.net

9/11

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 20
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs.
9/11

DRE#: 01323109

A Ranchos resident for over 27 years, I am a full-time professional agent working the
Madera, Fresno and Clovis areas. Inventories of homes for sale are at a long term low.
Now is a great time to sell as competition is low. And it is a great time to buy with record
low interest rates and multiple tax incentives. Call me today!
9/11

Don't wait until the last minute. You can be pro-active!

• 100% Financing
• No Mortgage Insurance
• Seller Can Assist With
Closing Cost
• 30 Year Fixed rate Loan

If you're facing the possibility of losing your home to
foreclosure and are not sure what might be available to you,
please call me. As a CDPE (Certified Distressed Property
Expert) I will go over the latest information to help you
make a good decision.

Patty Grissom • (559)256-0533 • cell (559)307-7611

LIZ KUCHINSKI, CDPE, CRS, GRI, SFR

Loan Officer • hablo español • NMLS #350159 • DRE #01883473

Resource Lenders, Inc.
7330 N. Palm Ave. Suite 106
Fresno, CA 93711

Realtor, Century 21 C. Watson
Century 21 C.Watson

patty@resourcelenders.com
www.HomeLoansByPatty.com

7520 North Palm • Fresno

9/11

Direct: (559) 364-1000 • Fax: (559) 440-7608
liz@LizKuchinski.com • www.LizSellingHomes.com

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE
Same Day Service
Family Owned
Since 1976

9/11

9/11

9/11

674-1663
14794 Hwy 41
Madera

Madera: 559-645-1890
FAX:
559-645-5417

www.maderahomes.com
You can do it yourself or have the Got broken screens? Madera Glass Glass for picture frames is a spepros at Madera Glass & Mirror & Mirror has the expertise to make cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
take care of your window repairs. quick work of any screen repair.
a broken one or complete a project.

Madera Glass & Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980’s. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

www.The Ranchos.com

DRE #00329063

Say you saw it in

the Ranchos Independent

9/11

Jerry Eddings, Realtors
Direct Line: 559-435-3366
Fresno:
559-435-1890
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VELVET TOUCH

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory
Clark’s Performance
• GM, H1 & ASE Master Certified
• General Automotive Repairs
• Hot Rod Customizing & Lowering

Jeff Clark

Lic. #899496
• DRILLING • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK •
• efficient • reliable • cost-effective call Beau

559-301-1613

645-1578
Jo-De DRILLING

Interlocking Pavers

nothing outlasts pavers!
www.rlacyinterlockpavers.com

442-1999
Lic. #306511

LIC

.#

93

HARDPAN DRILLING

674-7770
• Team Program
• Kinder Gym

• Tumble Tots
• Adult Boot Camp
• Birthday Parties

• Concrete
• Rough Framing
• General Building
• Steel Buildings • Shop Buildings
• Room Additions • New Construction

All Stage Construction, Inc.

559-681-8947
LIC. #837274

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113
TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

INSURED
LIC. #273099

CAR WASH
& DETAIL

645-6630

37075 AVE. 12 • MADERA RANCHOS

• Open Gym
• Field Trips
• Cheer

Producing the finest athletes in the world!

559-447-1609

www.verduzcoselitegym.com

E
SINC80
19

Interior & Exterior

Diana J. Tucker

381-5879 559-454-8060

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties

WHAT CAN YOU
GET FOR $25?
How about 12,000
Ranchos residents each
month who look at
Business Directory ads?

The Ranchos Independent
(559) 645-0634

Landscape &
Gardening
Service

FREE ESTIMATES
LIC. #B0008113

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification
Locally owned
and operated!

CERTIFIED ARBORIST
• Artful Pruning
• Removals
• Disease
Management

645-TREE

(8733)

Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

(559) 645-0911
(559) 645-0916

+ A/C SERVICE

Ranchos
Auto Repair
& Chuck’s Transmission

645-4475

Dog Gone
Cute Store

CRONIN MARINE

• Weekly Service
• Equipment
• Supplies
• Residential
• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial
• Locally Owned
251-2514 351-1605 645-4799
cell after 5 p.m.
office

Color Matching

Auto & Truck Parts

Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.
Retired FPD 26 yr.
Certifications:
A+/Network +
Ca. Lic.#79328
Microsoft Cerified Pro

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Accoustical Removal

B&M

• Sales & Service
• In-Home Service
Sé Habla Español

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

(559) 917-4507

Residential & Commercial
38 years experience
Lic. # 599235

Specializing in
Repaints

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

B.M.T.
Computer Repair

Notary in the HIGH QUALITY ROGER PRATER
GATE SYSTEMS
CONCRETE
Ranchos!
FRANK KRAMER

Daytime • Evening • Weekends

& TRACTOR SERVICE

35

FREE ESTIMATES!

sin
1970ce

Mobile Notary and
Loan Document Signing

24

Need
Construction?

PAINTING CONTRACTOR
TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS
ROOFING

Pet Nutrition
Novelties & Necessities
Grooming

645-PETS

37193 Avenue 12 #3A • Madera Ranchos, CA 93636
Open Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

• Aluminum
Screen
• Fiberglass
Screen
• Pet
Grilles
• Specialty
Screening

repair

ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR
INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY
Since
1964

645-1977
Click on “Local News” at
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Business Directory
Professional Pet Care
When You Can’t Be There

Pets, Plants, Plus+
call
Sandra Oliver
559-240-3556
or
Jackie Jones
559-232-1352

Specializing in Livestock
• 5-Star Rated Company • Supplies • Tile Clean
• Flat Rate Pricing • Green Cleans • Service
• Repairs • Portable

MON-FRI: 9AM-6PM SAT: 9AM-3PM SUN: CLOSE

Located in Madera Ranchos in Maywood Center
37167 AVE. 12 #5D (559) 645-1969
WWW.WIGHTWATERPOOLS.COM

4for1

FINE THINGS
WAREHOUSE

Private Shopper
Purchase Power ...
BEST KEPT SECRET
Crazy Savings
Large variety of
75% OFF
gift choices ...
entire warehouse
(formerly Fine Things)
BRING THIS COUPON

KIDS 4
RECYCLING

Beat the no $$$ woes
...more 4 less!

Shop Til U Drop!
OPEN 2nd, 3rd and 4th
SAT-SUN of each month
Noon - 8 p.m.

37341 Ave. 16 • Madera Ranchos • 559-999-6832

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) After much traveling this year, you're due for some settled time with
family and friends. Use this period to check out situations that soon will require a lot of serious
decision-making.

Accredited • Insured • Bonded

MZC
• Industrial
• General
• Farm
• Mig
• Tig
• Stick
• Certified
• Portable

Welding & Fabrication

JEAN BRINER
Today!

call JERRY CLARK • 706-3865

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

The Ranchos Independent
(559) 645-0634

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Keep that keen Bovine mind focused on your financial situation
as it begins to undergo some changes. Consider your money moves carefully. Avoid impulsive investments.
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) You'll need to adjust some of your financial plans now that things
are changing more quickly than you expected. All the facts you need haven't yet emerged, so move cautiously.
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Personal and professional relationships dominate this period. Try
to keep things uncomplicated to avoid misunderstandings that can cause problems down the line.
LEO (July 23 to August 22) That elusive goal you'd been hoping to claim is still just out of reach.
But something else has come along that could prove just as desirable, if only you would take the time
to check it out.
V I R G O ( A u g u s t 2 3 t o S e p t e m b er 22) This is a good time to get away for some muchneeded rest and relaxation. You'll return refreshed and ready to take on the workplace challenge that
awaits you.
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Confidence grows as you work your way through
some knotty situations. Watch out for distractions from well-meaning supporters that could slow things
down.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Consider spending more time contemplating the
possibilities of an offer before opting to accept or reject it. But once you make a decision, act on it.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) You're in a very strong position this week
to tie up loose ends in as many areas as possible. Someone close to you has advice you might want to
heed.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Congratulations. This is the week you've been
waiting for: After a period of sudden stops and fitful starts, your plans can now move ahead with no
significant disruptions.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) You're in an exceptionally strong position this week
to make decisions on many still-unresolved matters, especially those involving close personal
relationships.
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) The new moon starts this week off with some positive
movement in several areas. A special person becomes a partner in at least one of the major plans you'll
be working on.

Born this Week

You work hard and get things done. You also inspire others to do
their best. You would do well heading up a major corporation.
(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.
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TRIVIA TEST

By Fifi Rodriguez

1. GEOGRAPHY: Most of the Sierra
Madre mountains are located in what
country?
2. MATH: What term is used to describe an irrational number such as pi?
3. HISTORY: Before the start of the
Civil War, in what city was the Confederacy's
provisional
constitution
adopted?
4. ART: What was artist Picasso's first
name?
5. TELEVISION: What was the Bionic
Woman's name?
6. OPERA: Who composed the opera
"The Magic Flute"?
7. SCIENCE: What is the most abundant element in the known universe?
8. LANGUAGE: What does the
acronym GOP stand for?
9. LITERATURE: Who wrote the book
"The Naked and the Dead"?
10. MUSIC: What does the musical
term "allegro" mean?

Answers
1. Mexico
2. Transcendental
3. Montgomery, Ala.
4. Pablo
5. Jaime Sommers
6. Mozart
7. Hydrogen
8. Grand Old Party
9. Norman Mailer
10. Lively and fast
(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.
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by Dave T. Phipps

www.The Ranchos.com
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SEMCU
REGULAR MEETING

Monday, October 17 at 6:30 p.m.
Ranchos Pizza Factory
Finally!

9/11

A place to get your questions answered about what’s happening in the Ranchos.
Whether you’re looking for solutions to Water Issues, questions about Traffic
Situations, curious about the prospects for the Ranchos getting a Park or what the
future holds for a Community Center, this new Website is for you.

www.semcu.org

Want to be a Grant Writer?

SEMCU is looking for volunteers to be on the Grant Committee. The Manchester
Center in Fresno is offering a Grant Writing 101 class beginning November 9.
SEMCU will pay for any member interested in attending.

