
The PRSRT STD
ECR
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
MADERA, CA.
PERMIT NO. 61

Volume 5 Issue 9 2009 The Official Publication of Southeastern Madera County 50¢

Ranchos
Independent

In This Issue Editorial • Page 3 / The D.O.G. House • Page 5
Real Estate • Page 18 / Classifieds • Page 19 / Fun Pages • Page 22

Mustang
Power
Local businessman Igal
Treibatch donates a bronze
statue of a wild mustang,
the mascot for Ranchos
Middle School, at
the Cornerstone
Ceremony on the
11th of September at
Ranchos Middle
School.
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Click on “Local News” at

By Igal Treibatch

Background
About a year ago, I reported about a

process taking place in Madera County
called the Integrated Regional Water Man-
agement Plan (IRWMP). That big title
comes from the State, which is pushing
local governments, water agencies and
other stakeholders to work together across
political boundaries to create water man-
agement plans that reflect the realities of
our complex state. That means planning to
recognize that rivers and drainages flow
from county to county and that ground-
water basins are not restricted by political
lines at all. In order to be successful in
managing our increasingly-scarce water
resources, we must be willing to look at
each one as a whole, and not get focused
too tightly on “what’s happening in my
backyard.”

The state hopes that all this planning
will be followed by a series of projects and
programs helping to maximize our use of
the water we control, even where a project
constructed in one county or district might
end up benefitting the people living in an-
other county or district. These kinds of in-
teragency projects have been rare to date
because of the way that projects have been
funded (agencies have applied for grant
funding for projects within their own ju-
risdiction) and by the way that groundwa-
ter has been managed until now.

Historically, groundwater has been
the domain of the landholder above it. If
you own land, in most cases you are enti-
tled to drill a well and take as much
groundwater as you can use for the bene-
fit of your land. You can’t sell it to your
neighbor or to the water district across the
state, but by and large if you can use it,
you can pump it. Even the first state at-
tempt at groundwater management back in
the mid ‘90’s, AB 3030, looked at this re-
source as though there were an under-
ground barrier at the edge of every water
district. Each district was asked to prepare
a groundwater management plan inde-
pendently, and the plans don’t necessarily
take into account what neighboring dis-
tricts are doing. The IRWMP program
aims to change all that.

In addition to the report and written
plan the County approved in 2007, the
IRWMP program requires that the agen-
cies preparing a plan set up a controlling
Board to make decisions about plan im-
plementation, project development, fund-

ing applications and the like. In its Dec.
22, 2008 letter to stakeholders, the Madera
County Board of Supervisors invited input
as to how the governance structure should
be created and organized. An MOU
(Memorandum of Understanding) was
being formulated and documented by the
Madera County Water Advisory Commis-
sion’s IRWMP Formation Subcommittee.

Each IRWMP has to be accepted and
approved by the State Department of
Water Resources (DWR). Earlier this
month, the Madera plan received condi-
tional approval for its application, but was
encouraged to take another look at work-
ing together with IRWMPs in Mariposa
and Fresno counties to enhance the “inte-
grated” aspects of the program. As dis-
cussed above, the San Joaquin River
watershed affects both Madera and Fresno
counties, while the Fresno River Water-
shed affects not only Madera County but
Mariposa County as well. Developing the
best solutions will necessitate water agen-
cies in these counties to work closely to-
gether. But, without representation, the
Ranchos and its residents will be left be-
hind without any visible solutions for the
foreseeable future.

The potential grants which may be-
come available by the DWR can only be
submitted through the Madera IRWMP
Board which will be selected by and made
up of the signatories of the Madera MOU.

The Problem
Here is where I began noticing sig-

nificant problems. The MOU’s intent is to
create a consensus among the different
parties within the Madera region, includ-
ing disadvantaged communities and bring
stakeholders to agreement on the gover-
nance of the IRWMP and process, then get
those stakeholders to sign the MOU and
become eligible to submit projects for
grants as long as money is available. Any
stakeholder who wished to participate and
become a member of the subcommittee
was welcomed. I joined as a member. It
was an open process and honest attempt at
creating a governance structure to facili-
tate all qualifying stakeholder groups in
the designated region to participate.

As discussions proceeded, I asked the
subcommittee to consider the interests of
the Madera Ranchos, Bonadelle Ranchos
and Rolling Hills, or the Ranchos, collec-
tively. There are approximately 15,000 cit-
izens in this area and based on the initial

Madera Ranchos Water Choices
Being Made by Others, Not Us

See WATER on P. 15

By Randy Bailey

In the face of looming budget short-
falls, Madera County sought areas to save
money and turned to the Madera County
Fire department and asked it to shave
$273,000 from its budget in the next year.
Madera County Fire Chief Dale Hutchin-
son responded with three alternatives from
which the County Board of Supervisors
could choose, one of which in-
cluded the closing of the
Madera Ranchos’ Station
19. At a Board of Super-
visor’s meeting on Sept.
15, the Board heard
input from firefighters
and several citizens of
the Ranchos, pleading
the case that removal of
Station 19 would place the
people in the Ranchos,
specifically, and surrounding
communities, generally, in danger.
The options presented to the Board by
Hutchinson were:

1) Elimination of one training captain,
one fire captain and two fire apparatus en-
gineers. These would all come from the Cal
Fire Amador stations at Ahwahnee and
Raymond. These cuts would occur during
the non-fire season.

2) Elimination of one battalion chief
and closure of Bonadelle Station 19,
Madera Acres Station 3, Madera Station 1

or Oakhurst Station 12.
3) Elimination of either one training

captain or a battalion chief and incorporate
a “brown out” option to close fire stations
on a rotating basis.

Ultimately the Board of Supervisors
voted for “option one” and chose to close
the Ahwahnee and Raymond Cal Fire Sta-
tions at the end of the fire season. The vote
passed by a 3-2 margin with Supervisors

Tom Wheeler and Frank Bigelow
voting against.

After the vote,
Hutchinson said, “This
was an extremely diffi-
cult decision for the
Board of Supervisors,
as they support all pub-
lic safety departments.

The current economic
downturn has signifi-

cantly impacted Madera
County, and additional difficult

reductions to other departments will
also occur. The Fire Department reductions
are listed as temporary for a reason, so as
funding becomes available, we can return
to our previous service levels.”

The consensus of the public who chose
to speak at the meeting was that the primary
function of County government was public
safety and several suggested that closing
county libraries or making administrative
cuts made more sense than closing fire sta-
tions.

Station 19 on Chopping Block, Spared

Madera Muzzles Medical Marijuana
By Randy Bailey

On Tuesday, Sept. 22 the Madera
County Board of Supervisors voted
unanimously to ban medical marijuana
dispensaries in Madera County, includ-
ing one operating in the Ranchos on
Highway 41 between Ave. 15 and 14 ½
called Alternative Holistic Healing.
According to Supervisor Frank
Bigelow, the business has been operat-
ing without a permit to dispense med-
ical marijuana. Since the passed
ordinance took effect immediately, it
allowed the Sheriff to shut the business
down.

In 1996 California voters passed
Prop. 215, the Compassionate Use Act,
allowing the use of medical marijuana,
but the implementation of the law is
rather vaporous. The state does not ex-
pressly authorize medical marijuana
dispensaries, but rather leaves the im-
plementation up to individual counties

and municipalities. So although a dis-
pensary is legal by the State of Cali-
fornia, counties must agree to allow
them to be placed within their jurisdic-
tion. And even then if a local commu-
nity passes an ordinance against the
business, that takes precedent over
both the state law and county law.

At the same time, marijuana is still
considered an illegal drug federally.
The federal ban on the drug is how
many municipalities are circumventing
Prop. 215 by refusing to issue business
permits for anything that is considered
illegal by federal law.

Although the proposition passed in
1996 by a 56 percent margin overall in
California, in Madera County it was
voted down by almost 60 percent of the
voters. The three main points of the
law are: 1) Availability for the seri-
ously ill; 2) Freedom from criminal
prosecution; and 3) Safe and affordable
distribution.
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By Randy Bailey

I’ll be the first one to admit that
there are certain things that I just
don’t understand.

French.
Calculus.
Liberals.
I just don’t get it. I’m sure with

enough thoughtful study and a good
tutor or at least a good reference
source I could probably understand a
lot more than I do right now, but
then there’s that whole issue of how
badly do I really want to understand
those things? Let’s face it, if I
haven’t gotten busy about under-
standing these things by this stage in
my life, I’m probably not going to
rush out tomorrow like an eager
beaver and get started.

Having said that, I don’t under-
stand the budget decisions that were
made by Madera County here re-
cently that went so far as to actually
have Madera Ranchos Fire Station
19 even being considered for the
chopping block. Here we have this
little community of about 10,000+
people who, for the most part, are
pretty tightknit, are pretty friendly
and are pretty helpful to one another.
A community that economically
maintains the high end of the per-
capita income of Madera County, a
point I make not to boast but rather

to stress who’s paying more than
their fair share of taxes to the
County. A community that has, by
God, paid for Station 19 several
times over. Every summer, every
Fireman’s BBQ, there we are donat-
ing and donating and donating. Buy-
ing equipment and more equipment
and still more equipment. Don’t get
me wrong, we give with a cheerful
heart because somewhere deep in the
back of our collective minds we
know that the equipment we’re buy-
ing today just might save our life to-
morrow. We truly do consider it an
investment more so than a donation.

So, here we are having paid for
Station 19 both through our taxes
and through our charitable giving.
We have a fire station that last year
responded to over 600 calls, has over
25 volunteers and has all that damn
equipment that we paid for, and in
someone’s best judgement it’s the
most logical fire station to shut
down. This is coming from the same
people that sold us on a transporta-
tion tax that we readily agreed to be-
cause so many of our roads are little
more than holes held together with
asphalt, only to find out now they’re
“borrowing” from those road funds
to keep the County solvent. Specifi-
cally, they’re borrowing from the
unicorporated areas (that’s US) be-
cause Madera City has already spent

Hey Madera County ... Tax This!
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Editorial

its money. I guess they figure they
got away with it with the road funds,
why not give the fire station a
whack? And all while the Board of
Supervisor’s budget has grown by
half a million dollars over the last
five years and the office of the
County Administrative Officer has
virtually doubled to $1,086,906 over
the same period.

Their budgets have grown while
we’re being asked to shutter our one
and only fire station.

One thing I do understand is fool
me once and shame on you; fool me
twice and shame on me. I’m feeling
fooled twice here, or more like three
times if I count the $3.2 million that
was “borrowed” from us for the
bridge to nowhere a few years ago --
that the borrowers have absolutely no
intention of ever paying back, and
I’ve had just about enough.

How about you?

www.The Ranchos.com
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By Ellen Mester

Changes are coming!
As most of you are aware, the County of Madera is facing a serious revenue short-

fall. This has caused all departments to make deep cuts to their operating budgets. All of
the libraries will be reducing hours and staff in the very near future — but we will remain
open for now, thanks to the County Librarian and all the library supporters who lobbied
to keep the libraries open. As it currently stands, the Ranchos Library will only lose two
hours on Monday morning. We will open Monday at noon instead of 10 a.m. Therefore
our story time with Mrs. Anderson will move to Monday at 1 p.m. Other adjustments in-
clude the release of our extra help staff and no funds for new books. So if you are fortu-
nate enough to buy new bestsellers and would like to donate them to the library when you
have finished, please think of the Ranchos Library. We will appreciate it immensely. As
the library continues to grow, which it has been doing, we will continue to work toward
acquiring funds for our new library. Like all things, this hard time will pass, and when it
does we will be ready to accelerate forward as we are now, only at a faster pace.

New Fall Programs
Every Wednesday at 2 p.m. there will be an activity at the library for children. The

first Wednesday of the month, Katie the dog and Grandma Penny will visit. Katie is a ther-
apy dog and loves having children read to her. The second Wednesday will be Act Up day,
where kids can sort through the clothes trunk and put on costumes to match their story.
They can tell their own story or read aloud from a book. This is good practice for public
speaking. The third Wednesday will be our craft day. As in the past, we try to enrich the
inner artist with original ideas with plenty of room for personal flair. The fourth Wednes-
day will be movement day — either yoga, Tai Chi or dance. Whenever there is a fifth
Wednesday such as this month, we will have a game day with board games and perhaps
Wii sports. For the adults (by popular request) we are offering space for a knitting group.
In order to accommodate those who work during the day we selected a time in the evening
to get together at the library. The first gathering of knitters was on Monday, Sept. 14 from
5 until 7 p.m. and will be on every Monday afterward with the exception of holidays.
Everyone interested in knitting is welcome. It is an opportunity to share knowledge and
knitting patterns.

Fundraising Programs
We currently have two programs that everyone can be involved in to help generate

funds for the new library. The recycling program is a great way to recycle paper, plastic
and cans which help the environment, create jobs and contribute toward a worthy cause.
Drop off your recycling at the library on the first and third Tuesday of each month. Di-
anna from Recycle 4 Kids picks up the recycling the next day. The other way you can help
is to pick up a S.H.A.R.E.S card at the library. It is free! When you use a library
S.H.A.R.E.S. card at Save Mart or Food Max, 3 percent of your purchase total goes to
our new library account. This is a very direct method of building capital. If the Ranchos
community participates in either or both of these programs, we will be on our way toward
building our share of the local support that we will need
to make this dream of a new library come true.

Book Recommendations
Adult Non-Fiction: Raising Bookworms: Getting

Kids Reading for Pleasure and Empowerment by
Emma Walton Hamilton. The title caught my eye, but
the content held it. Many people are aware of the im-
portance of reading to small children, but did you
know that it shouldn’t stop there? Older children
need you to read to and with them regularly, not only
to help them with school work but to encourage
them to read for pleasure. Instead of watching a
video together, why not listen to a book on CD? It
engages the brain in a different way and encour-
ages a more active participation by making the lis-
tener use their imagination to picture the scene

and the characters. Also when a family discusses a book,
it’s like having your own little book club. Follow up on
questions about history or legends by visiting the library
and checking out companion books that are related to the
story. There are many great ideas in this book to help par-
ents instill the joy of reading for pleasure in children and
even teens! Start reading to babies as soon as you start
talking to them at day one. Continue to read to them
until they leave the nest. It’s never too late to start and
this book will give you some valuable ideas.

Young Adult Fiction: City of Bones by Cassan-
dra Clare. For those readers who enjoyed the Twilight
series by Stephanie Meyer, this book will hold the

The Bookshelf

Please see LIBRARY on P. 9

PRE-WINTER SPECIAL

(one coupon per customer - coupon MUST
be presented at time of service)

10 OFF
SERVICE CALL

$

9/
09

16911 Hill Drive, Madera • Financing Available O.A.C.

When honesty and quality work matter ... Call

CCoonnttrraaccttoorr’’ss                
LLic..  ##886622339955

Brian Padilla

call

&

call Brian’s
Heating &

Cooling for

DUCT
CLEANING
SERVICE

now available

FREE
ESTIMATES

on complete
heat a/c unit
changeouts

We do SERVICE &

WARRANTY repairs

on all makes

and models!

667755--11668811

call Brian’s
Heating &

Cooling for

Madera County Budget Problems Bring Changes to Ranchos Library 
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NNootthhiinngg OOuuttllaassttss  PPaavveerrss

559-442-1999
www.rlacyinterlockpavers.com

Interlocking Paving Stone
Never Cracks • Lifetime Product Warranty 

Dozens of Colors • Shapes & Styles
$ SAVE MONEY $ $ DO IT RIGHT THE 1st TIME $

call for your FREE estimate
Expert Design Service 9/

09

Lic. #306511

CRACKING CONCRETE!!!

The eco-friendly York Affinity™ Series
Air Conditioners and Heat Pumps.
The more efficient a system, the less energy it uses, and the
better it is for the environment. The York Affinity Series Air
Conditioners and Heat Pumps meet or beat the
government’s energy efficiency standards with SEER
ratings of up to 18. Plus, Affinity models are available with
eco-friendly refrigerant that is safer for the ozone layer.
And all Affinity models are so quiet, you and your “outdoor
neighbors” will hardly know when one’s running. With Affinity,
efficiency comes naturally.

9/
09

Service Schedule 
Sunday 10 a.m. 

Thursday 7:30 p.m. Family Night
RE-Generation Youth Group—Generation NeXt Children's Ministry

Nursery Provided Ages 0-3 yrs. Sunday and Thursday Services

Senior Pastors Bernard & Linda Morris/ Resident Pastors Stoney & Amy Berna

On the corner of  Ave.15 and Monreal

The Lighthouse
Christian Fellowship

15048 Monreal Rd. Madera, CA  93636 559-645-0722

9/09

www.The Ranchos.com

I  hard l y  know  where  t o  beg in ,  so  I  gues s
I  w i l l  s t a r t  w i th  the  th ree  r ing  c i r cus .

I  gues s  I  w i l l  b eg in  w i th  rumor  con t ro l :
T h e  B O O T C A M P P R O G R A M  I S  N O T

CLOSING!
H a v e  y o u  e v e r  p u r c h a s e d  s o m e t h i n g  a t  a  g a r a g e  s a l e  a n d  t h e n

go t  home  to  f ind  ou t  i t  d idn’t  work?  You  know tha t  s i ck  fee l ing  you
ge t  when  you  ha   ve  been  s cammed?  I t  s eems  the  boo t  c amp  p rog ram
canno t  on ly  be  s aved  wi th  P roba t ion  t ak ing  the  r equ i r ed  cu t  bu t  ac -
tua l ly  wi l l  be  be t t e r  fo r  the  changes .  I  don’t  know how many  o f  you
s a w  t h e  b u d g e t  h e a r i n g s  o r  w o u l d  w a n t  t o  l o o k  b a c k  o n  t h e m  b u t
w h a t  I  h e a r d  w a s  P r o b a t i o n  D e p a r t m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  s a y i n g  t h e  s i z e
cu t s  be ing  p roposed  wou ld  dec ima te  t he  p rog ram.  I  t e s t i f i ed  a t  t he
hea r ings  a long  w i th  many  o the r s  pou r ing  my  hea r t  ou t  abou t  how
impor t an t  t he  p rog ram i s  and  why  i t  n eeds  t o  be  s ave  ba sed  on  t he
b e l i e f  t h a t  P r o b a t i o n  c o u l d  n o t  t a k e  t h e  c u t s  w i t h o u t  c u t t i n g  t h e
p rog ram.  Somehow tha t  ha s  morphed  t o  some t h ing  l i ke ,  “Wha t  was
s a i d ,  w a s  t h e  b o o t  c a m p  c o u l d  n o t  c o n t i n u e i n  t h e  s e p a r a t e  f a c i l -
i t y. ”  I t  s e ems  now tha t  j u s t  a  b i t  o f  r e a r r ang ing  and  f a t  t r imming
was  a l l  we  needed  t o  make  t he  cu t s .

We used  t o  r e f e r  t o  tha t  a s  c r y ing  WOLF.
I  am re l i eved  to  hea r  t he  Boo t  Camp P rogram wi l l  con t inue ,  bu t

I  f e e l  l i ke  I  go t  s cammed  and  u sed .
How does  a  p rogram accumula t e  tha t  much  fa t? How does  Ad-

m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  R M A a n d  o t h e r  d e p a r t m e n t s  g r o w  b y  l e a p s  a n d
bounds  wh i l e  ou r  f i r e  p ro t ec t i on  r ema ined  a t  o r  be low  the  d i sma l
l eve l  i t  was  10  yea r s  ago?

Remember  I  t o ld  you  Board  Agendas  a r e  no t  f i rm  un t i l  72  hour s
be fo r e  t he  mee t i ngs?  I t  s e ems  F r iday  some t ime  i n  t he  a f t e rnoon  an
addendum to  t he  agenda  was  pos t ed .  I t em  AD1  was  a  mo t ion  t o  r e -
s c ind  t he  vo t e  r e spons ib l e  f o r  cu t t i ng  f i r e  p ro t ec t i on  fo r  Raymond
a n d  A h w a h a n e e .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  i t  w a s  a n  i l l - f a t e d  e n d  r u n  b y
Bige low t ry ing  to  win ,  o r  a t  l ea s t  ge t  a  s econd  sho t  a t  i t ,  by  ca l l i ng
a  t e chn i ca l  f ou l .

P o s s i b l y  j u s t  a  b i t  m o r e  t h e a t e r  p e r f o r m a n c e  t o  s a v e  s o m e
vo te s .

I  k e e p  c o m i n g  b a c k  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  b u d g e t  p a s s e d  5 - 0  r e -
qu i r i ng  t he  cu t s  t o  F i r e  a f t e r  amp le  t e s t imony  t ha t  t he r e  was  no  f a t
t o  b e  c u t .  A f t e r  t e s t i m o n y  t h a t  p e o p l e ’s  l i v e s  w o u l d  b e  i n  p e r i l .
Du r ing  t he  d i s cus s ions  ye s t e rday  ( I  was  no t  a l l owed  t o  commen t )
o n e  o f  t h e  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  e v e n  s u g g e s t e d  t h e  F i r e  C h i e f  c o u l d
have  s imp ly  r e tu rned  and  t o ld  t he  Boa rd  he  cou ld  no t  s a f e ly  make
the  cu t s .

Th i s  p roves  my  po in t !
The  Board  cou ld  no t  pos s ib l y  have  been  l i s t en ing  dur ing  the

b u d g e t  h e a r i n g s . T h e  C h i e f  t o l d  t h e m  t h e r e  w a s  n o  f a t  t o  b e  c u t
and  a  l ong  pa r ade  o f  c i t i z ens ,  i nc lud ing  many  Pa id  Ca l l  F i r e f i gh t -
e r s ,  t o l d  t h e m .  T h e i r  r e s p o n s e  w a s  t o  o r d e r  t h e  C h i e f  t o  c o m e  u p
wi th  a  p l an  t o  imp lemen t  t he  cu t s ;  un fo r tuna t e ly  fo r  t he  Boa rd  t he
Ch ie f  gave  t hem op t i ons  and  pu t  t he  ba l l  back  i n  t he i r  cou r t .

I n  c a se  you  have  no t  no t i c ed ,  po l i t i c i an s  don ’ t  make  ha rd  dec i -
s i ons  un l e s s  t hey  a r e  f o r ced  t o  do  i t .  They  wan t ed  t he  Ch ie f  t o  be
t h e  b a d  g u y  t u r n i n g  h i s  b a c k  o n  R a y m o n d  a n d  A h w a h a n e e ,  n o t
t hem.  The  wor s t  pa r t  o f  t he  mess  was  t he  t o t a l  was t e  o f  t ime .  The
Boa rd  had  t h r ee  Ca lF i r e  Ch i e f s  t i ed  up  a l l  day  a s  f i r e  s ea son  r ages
on  wi th  loca l  f i r e f igh te r s  be ing  sen t  to  major  f i r es  a round  the  s t a te .
The  ch i e f s  s a t  a t  t he  Boa rd ’s  wh im on ly  t o  be  t o ld  a s  t he  l a s t  pub -
l i c  i t em  fo r  t he  day,  “The  Boa rd  w i l l  no t  cons ide r  t he  mo t ion  t o  r e -
cons ide r. ”

Now for  my  open  governmen t  th ing : I  wa i t ed  a s  we l l .  When  I

The D.O.G. House
Demand Open Government by Dale Drozen

Please see D.O.G. on P. 17
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Ranchos Dental Care
& Orthodontics
37144 Avenue 12 #104
Madera Ranchos

www.ranchosdental.com
559-645-5320
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Madera Ranchos Assembly of God
NW Corner of RD 36 & AVE 13 1/2

Office 645-0716

Sunday
Kid’s Church.................10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Worship.................. ....10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Sunday School.......................8:30 a.m.
Youth...........................................6 p.m.

Wednesday......................6:30 - 8 p.m.
Worship Service
Royal Rangers (Boys 5-17)
Missionettes (Girls 5-17)
Rainbows (Boys & Girls 3-4)

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!

9/
09
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The Milgard Makeover

Clearly a beautiful offer

SAVE ENERGY!
BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME! REDUCE STREET NOISE!

Nothing increases energy efficiency while reducing out-
side noise like award-winning Milgard replacement windows.
Locally made and serviced, Milgard offers an industry leading
lifetime guarantee. If your home is ready for a makeover, call
Madera Glass & Mirror, your certified Milgard dealer today.

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

559-673-3583
Madera Glass & Mirror Co. • 1825 Howard Rd., Madera

FINANCING

AVAILABLE

O.A.C.
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By Bob Crabb

Part of the change in many peo-
ple’s lives after meeting Jesus is a new
way of thinking and a new way of
speaking. New followers of Jesus often
times report a similar desire to the 14th
verse of the 19th Psalm: “May the
words of my mouth and the meditation
of my heart be pleasing in your sight,
O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.”

These words when spoken in a sec-
ular context can be noble words indeed.
But these words, when they are spoken
in light of a relationship with Christ,
can be the words of reconciliation, of
forgiveness, of compassion, of mercy
and of second chances. Most of all
these words of the
19th Psalm can be
the words of salva-
tion and hope. My
proposal of faith
today is that when
“these words” are
incorporated into
our lives as we
practice the pres-
ence of Christ,
they can change
the world.

The words out
of our mouths can
be words of hope
and healing or they
can be words of
condescension and
insult. For those
who claim Jesus Christ, how we speak
to each other, how we speak to
strangers, how we speak to our young
people and how we speak to our elders,
even how we speak to our enemies, is
based on our relationship with Jesus.
Everyday language is so often filled
with resentments. A burst of temper can
spoil a whole day. A well-nursed
grudge can make us miserably ineffec-
tive in carrying the message of hope to
other people. Most of us are seldom, if
ever, able to separate justified anger
from unjustified anger. In our world
today, quick-tempered criticism, furi-
ous power-driven argument, sulking
and silent scorn are the trademarks of
contemporary society. Our language
when connected to pride, anger and a
sense of righteousness can so often be
the very thing that drives people away
from Christ. We can neither think nor
act to good purpose until the habit of
self-restraint has become automatic.

The words of a follower of Christ can
be the words of hope and healing and
forgiveness even in difficult situations.
It takes a lot of heart to speak words
that are pleasing to God!

Even the disciples were often chal-
lenged in this regard. One time a blind
man tried to stop Jesus and he started
yelling at Jesus to get his attention. The
people who were following Christ
shouted angrily at the blind man and
rebuked him to be silent. At that mo-
ment, Jesus rebuked his own disciples
for speaking in a way that was not
pleasing to God and then Jesus imme-
diately healed the blind man. (Mark
10:46)

Another time the disciples were
with Jesus and the
people were trying
to bring the chil-
dren to Jesus, but
the disciples an-
grily rebuked them
and tried to stop
the children from
seeing Jesus. Jesus
rebuked his disci-
ples for their hard-
ness of heart and
speech and then he
gathered the chil-
dren to him and
blessed them.
(Mark 10:13)

Another time,
the disciples were
with Jesus right

after Jesus had been rejected by some
people and some of the disciples sug-
gested that they call fire down from
heaven and destroy the people who re-
jected Jesus. But the Lord rebuked his
disciples for these words and then he
took them on to another town in order
to speak of the Gospel. (Luke 9:53)

For those who follow Christ, they
have been given the words of hope.
There is somebody waiting in your
world today longing to hear the words
about a caring and compassionate God.

When I was a boy, I was into the
Norse god named Thor. Thor was a god
who could get a lot a respect. You
weren’t going to find Thor blessing
those who cursed him and praying for
those who mistreated him. I knew for
certain that you were never ever going
to hear Thor saying things like: "The
Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he

Learn a New Language with Christ

The words of the followers of
Christ matter and they are impor-
tant. I know it is hard at times. I de-
spair of the times that my words
have not been pleasing in the sight
of God. Jesus spoke to folks about
his Father in Heaven. For those
who are followers of Christ, we
want to speak the words of Christ.
We want to speak the message of
agape love and of hope. We want to
speak the words that are pleasing in
the sight of the Lord.

Please see PASTOR on P. 18
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By Audrey Stock

Hi neighbors,
On Sept. 8 President Obama de-

livered a national address directly to
the students of America on the im-
portance of education. For some rea-
son this caused the politicians to get
upset. I guess the Republicans are
still upset that they lost the last elec-
tion. The classroom teachers at
Golden Valley schools were able to
make the decision to watch the ad-
dress if it was tied into grade level
social science standards. President
Obama’s speech was shown in the
classrooms. If parents didn’t want
their children to see President
Obama’s speech, they could send a
note to excuse them. A million stu-
dents a year drop
out of high
school. If Presi-
dent Obama’s
speech encour-
aged just one stu-
dent to stay in
school, I think it
was worth the
President’s time.
I have lived
through every
president since
F.D.R. and I have
seen many
changes in my life time. I believe
that the two party system has worked
well in America. President Obama
has been president of the United
States for only nine months but
everything that is wrong in America
is already his fault. I just don’t un-
derstand it. I know that change is
hard but that should not stop Amer-
ica from going forward.

I was really impressed by the
Masonic cornerstone ceremony at
Ranchos Middle School on Friday,
Sept. 11. Masons from the Grand
Lodge of California (over 50) came
to the Madera Ranchos to perform
the cornerstone ceremony at Ranchos
Middle School. The Masonic cere-
mony is performed at schools and
public buildings if they are asked.
This is the second time that the Ma-
sons have honored Golden Valley.
Liberty High also was presented
with a Masonic cornerstone. A time
capsule will be buried by the corner-
stone. Students had input into the
items that were put into the capsule.

My uncle and husband were Masons
and my sons were DeMolay’s which
is the Masonic organization for
teenage boys. I was a member of
Job’s Daughters which is the Ma-
sonic organization for teenage girls.
Masonic organizations reinforce the
Character Counts values and have
done so for hundreds of years.

The second part of the ceremony
at the Ranchos Middle School was
the unveiling of the beautiful bronze
mustang statue out in the quad. Mr.
Igal Treibatch from Pegasus and
Greenleaf Orchards presented to
Principal Shane Pinkard and his stu-
dents this beautiful bronze mascot
statue of the mustang. Again Super-
intendent Sarah Koligian put to-
gether a great program that blended

the Masonic cor-
nerstone cere-
mony with a
remembrance of
the 9-11 attack on
America and the
unveiling of the
bronze mascot
mustang statue
ceremony. Thank
you Mr. Treibatch
for your contin-
ued support of
Golden Valley
Unified. For

those of you that don’t know, Mr.
Treibatch also donated the Liberty
Bell to Liberty High School. He also
continues to provide money for our
Golden Valley school’s libraries.

What do you know about the
Swine Flu which is also called H1N1
flu? Because children are in close
contact with each other it is impor-
tant for children to have the shot that
will build their immune system de-
fenses, especially if the child has
pre-existing health conditions. It is
always best to check with your
child’s physician for the best course
of action. There are two important
precautions for you to teach your
children: wash hands frequently with
SOAP and WATER and when you
cough or sneeze do it into your
sleeve not on your hand. There are
two kinds of flu shots. One is the
regular flu shot and the special
H1N1 vaccine for the swine flu. It is
predicted that this fall and winter

I just found out that flu
shots will be given again this
year at Liberty High on Oct.
15. You stay in your car so it
is easy. The time is 9:30 to 11
a.m. Call the Ranchos Hills
Senior Center at 645-4864 for
more information.

The Stock Report

MasonicCornerstoneCapsRMSFete

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

9/09 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TTIIRREEDD  OOFF  PPAAYYIINNGG

FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at

Ranchos Café
W I TH EACH DINNER ENTREÉ • MONDAY - THURSDAY • 5-9 P.M. • WITH THIS COUPON ONLY!

37193 AVE. 12
645-5155

MADERA RANCHOSEXP. 10-31-09 9/09

CA #142100

SAND & GRAVEL •

CRUSHED  ROCK •

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •

FILL  DIRT •

TOP  SOIL •

HUMUS •

BARK •

CHIPS •

RIVER  ROCK •

BASE  ROCK •

ROCK  DUST •

COBBLE STONES •

DRIVEWAY  BASE •

CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •559-645-5363

LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

9/
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DEFENSIVE FIREARMS
TRAINING, INC.

Providing real-world
defensive firearms training

for the novice or expert

call 292-5805 or 217-1124
DEFENSIVE FIREARMS TRAINING, INC. • 2598 N. MIAMI AVE. • FRESNO • 93727 9/

09

Please see STOCK on P. 18
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As just about every study nowadays
indicates, there are a passel and more of
available single women over 45 than
there are footloose men in this country
That is to say there simply are not
enough single men to go around and thus
many a woman finds herself condemned
to leading a life of bingo, working cross-
word puzzles, knitting and crocheting,
so-called “hen parties,” grandchildren-
sitting and other boring pursuits, poor
dears.

How did this come about? Well,
through divorce mainly, although there
have been entirely too many instances of
males, poor things, having worked them-
selves to the bone and reached the point
they are too pooped to poop, while oth-
ers are playing the field so to speak, rac-
ing from lounge to lounge in search of
prey, and of course quite a few are in jail.

Anyhow, countless thousands of

women every night – after the last num-
ber is in its proper square place in their
Sudoku puzzle book and deprived of
lying in the protective and loving arms
of a husband – cry themselves to sleep,
poor dears. Alas, as Lord Byron penned
almost 300 years ago:

My days are in the yellow leaf,
The flowers and hurts of love
are gone;
The worm, the canker, and the
grief
Are mine alone.
Not very long ago it fell my fortune

to sit at a table next to, and for want of
another name, what I shall call a “hen
party,” a group of about 10 women I
would guess to be in the 35-65 age cate-
gory – obviously all single but looking –
and discussing at some length what one
might expect at such a gathering: men,
or the lack of ones worthy of them.

“I am sick and tired of the men I’ve
been meeting lately,” said one. “Their
idea of taking a woman out to dinner is
ordering on the cheap, from the Senior’s
Menu at Denny’s, or from Taco Bell. One
even suggested that we pick up our food
at the drive-through and then park at the
rear of a vacant building across the street
and get acquainted. And his idea of ‘get-
ting acquainted’ was trying to feel me
up.”

Another woman concurred, saying
she was looking for a nice retail busi-
nessman who knows how to wine and
dine a woman.

“I just hate smelly men who haven’t
shaved or changed clothes in a week,
drive battered old pickup trucks and
whose idea of a night on the town is
Motel 6, so I too am on the lookout for a
retail man, banker, stockbroker or some-
one of that professional or semi-profes-
sional ilk.”

Obviously neither of these women
have read the following survey dealing
with the probability of such men being

good marriage prospects, to wit:
1) Stationers look good, but only on

paper.
2) Bankers are of little note and

check them out because they may be of
little account.

3) Shoe store retailers sometimes
turn out to be soleless heels.

4) Many stock brokers come up short.
5) All that undertakers think about

are his and hearse.
6) Many newspaper reporters will

not do write by you.
7) Cab drivers just want to take you

for a ride.
8) Forget magicians. All they think

about are tricks.
9) Don’t steak your future on a

butcher, regardless of his bull.
10) Automobile salesmen? Never let

them talk you into making a deal in the
back seat.

Obviously, far and away the best
male prospects for single women are old
cowboys and ranchers because they are
outstanding in their field.

9
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www.bedrockeng.com
559.645.4849

our Madera Ranchos office!
For a free consultation, call

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
• Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

Specializing In:
• Foreign & Domestic

Car Repairs
• Custom Paint
• Color Matching
• Insurance Work

• Frame Straightening
• Unibody Frame

Repairs
• Chroma Vision

Color Matching

674-8591

GOLD GLASS
Precision Collision Repair

Fine Quality Craftmanship

Insurance Claims Welcomed FREE ESTIMATES

9/
09

5
OFF
$

nails • hair
pedicures • facials

waxing

WALK-INS
WELCOMED

A FULL

SERVICE

SALON

FALL
SPECIAL

9/
09

T B C
S • N • B

645-6565
M C • M R
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on ANY services!

by Woody Laughnan
TThhee  OOllddee  CCoowwbbooyy
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YYou wanted it and now it’s here!
Premium & Specialty Coffees 

in the Ranchos!

37164 Avenue 12 #102
(next to Subway)

645-1225

MONDAY - THURSDAY

6  - 4 30 

FRIDAY - SATURDAY

6  -  

9/09

Chiropractic for HEALTH

• Accepting ALL Insurances • Teachers Welcome •

Specializing in Auto Accident Injuries!

Chiropractic for HEALTH • 559-307-4400 or 559-412-4394

FREE • First Visit/Consultation • FREE
Call

visit our state-of-the-art facility at 30 E. Minarets in Fresno, near Riverpark

9/
09

same interesting combination of teen angst combined with the ongoing battle between the
dark underworld of vampires, werewolves and the Shadowhunters, or Nephilim, the off-
spring of humans and angels. It’s an action-packed story of 16-year-old Clary Fray who
learns her true identity as a Shadowhunter and her discovery of her family history and the
impact it has on both worlds. Her mother, who has kept the secret in order to protect
Clary, is mysteriously abducted. Clary and her new love interest Jace, a Shadowhunter,
along with her dearest friend, Simon, take on the underworld in search of her mother.
Clary’s emotions are torn between Jace and Simon while trying to understand all that is
happening around her. This is the first book in The Mortal Instruments series. It has some
interesting twists and plenty of excitement to make you want to read the next book in the
series entitled City of Ashes.

Juvenile Fiction: The Hinky Pink: an Old Tale by Megan McDonald and illustrated by
Brian Floca. Long ago in Florence, Italy, a young
seamstress named Anabel dreamed of sewing a
dress for a princess. At last the day comes when
a real princess needs a gown for the Butterfly
Ball. Anabel is whisked off to the tower to sew
a dress in one week. The tower room has every-
thing she needs plus accommodations finer
than she has ever known. Unfortunately she
soon discovers that a tiny little hob-goblin, or
a Hinky-Pink, is determined to make her mis-
erable — exactly why is not clear until the
end. Poor Anabel cannot sleep and therefore
cannot sew well until she solves the problem
of the Hinky-Pink. It is a delightful old sto-
ryteller’s favorite with a breath of freshness
to it that will appeal to all ages. 

Check out these books and more at
the library and don’t forget your library
card: Don’t leave home without it! 

LIBRARY cont. from P. 4
Page 9
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Senior Report

Water: Are YOU Drinking Enough?

Call

Tony

9/09

SAFE & SANE

ERADICATION SAFE FOR

YOUR PETS 10+ YEARS

EXPERIENCE LANDSCAPE

HORSE FACILITIES

RANCH

CA Lic. #3616
Bonded
Insuredy_doc_ca@yahoo.com

681-5455 or 323-2448

9/
09

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

By Eleanore Burchell

Dehydration, a common condition
among the elderly, is caused when water
loss exceeds water intake. As we all know,
our bodies are mostly water, in fact over 70
percent. The brain alone consists of 80 per-
cent water so it is understandable that the
first sign of dehydration in the elderly is
confusion. During the summer months, de-
hydration rises to epidemic proportions in
the United States. This problem has no
boundary as it also touches the “rich and fa-
mous” and extends to nearly two-thirds of
the U.S. population. Unfortunately, there
have been far too many cases with fatal re-
sults.

Coffee, tea, fruit drinks and sodas are
often considered an acceptable substitute
for water. However, they have the opposite
effect as caffeine reduces water by acting
as a mild diuretic in
the body. In fact,
most people with
symptoms of dehy-
dration have no idea
a lack of water is the
cause of some of
their health problems
such as: 1) taking a
long time to heal
from an illness or in-
jury; 2) skin with
winkling and dryness
making them look
much older than their age; and 3) weak
muscles no matter how much they exercise.

Since water helps digestion and rids
the body of waste, it makes good sense
more water is essential to our health. Con-
sequently, we highly suggest for all Ran-
chos/Hills Seniors to drink more water. It
definitely will help keep you healthy
longer!

Plants, Produce & Boutique
Our plant, produce and boutique sec-

tions are available Monday through Friday,
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and Thursday evenings be-
tween 6 and 9 p.m. George has been bring-
ing in large, beautiful, prize-winning onions
by the box full. We also have fresh vegeta-
bles ripening and brought in daily so please
drop by to check availability. Currently,
there are huge onions, great tomatoes, zuc-
chini, some corn and okra (if you come at
the right time). The fresh corn on the cob
and okra both sell quickly.

Our center is affiliated with FMAAA
(Fresno/Madera Area Agency on Aging).
We are located at 37330 Berkshire and you
are invited to come in and check with Joann

about programs which will help you.
Did you know two nurses from the

Madera County Health Department Period-
ically come to the center to give FREE
checkups? The screenings include personal
health history reviews, blood pressure
checks and blood sugar checks. Low-cost
blood tests are available, nutrition and
health education is available and referrals
to medical providers and community serv-
ices, if needed, can be made. Their health
screenings of adults, age 50 and OVER, at
the center result ONLY when they receive
your calls. If you are interested in taking ad-
vantage of their services, call Carla or
Melody at 675-7893 to make an appoint-
ment.

Our members and friends go out for
breakfast, lunch or dinner at a different
place each month to celebrate birthdays and
anniversaries. In July, we had 34 members

who went to Black
Bear Restaurant in
Madera. The August
Birthday and An-
niversary Luncheon
was held at Sizzler in
Fresno with 31
members in atten-
dance. The Septem-
ber Birthdays and
Anniversaries were
celebrated with a
luncheon on Satur-
day, Sept. 19 at the

Japanese Kitchen in Clovis and we had a
BBQ dinner at the Center on Sept. 26. If
you want to join us for any of our events,
call Joann at 645-4864. We enjoy eating
and having fun.

If you are new to the area, lonely or
have just lost a spouse, we welcome you to
come in to see us. We are here for you and
many of our members have surely experi-
enced your same situation so please call us
at 645-4864.

SENIOR THOUGHT OF THE DAY
Why is it that brain cells come and go

but fat cells live FOREVER?

In the senior years many need someone
to laugh with so come join our Thursday
evening potlucks with games played after-
ward. There is a lot of fun here. Remember,
laughter is good for your body and soul and
being happy does not mean everything is
perfect – it means you have decided to see
beyond the imperfections.

Please see SENIORS on P. 13

Since water helps digestion and
rids the body of waste, it makes
good sense more water is essential
to our health. Consequently, we
highly suggest for all Ranchos/Hills
Seniors to drink more water. It def-
initely will help keep you healthy
longer!
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by Jean Briner

H a v e y o u e v e r b e e n a t
y o u r d e s k a t 4 o ’ c l o c k i n t h e
a f t e r n o o n a n d s u d d e n l y r e a l -
i z e t h e r e i s n o t h i n g f i x e d
f o r d i n n e r a n d o n e o f t h e
k i d s h a s c h e e r l e a d i n g p r a c -
t i c e a t o n e f i e l d , a n d t h e
o t h e r h a s f o o t b a l l a t a n -
o t h e r . W h a t t o d o ? O K ,
t o n i g h t i s a h a m b u r g e r a t t h e
d r i v e t h r o u g h a t P e t e ’ s , o r a
P i z z a f r o m t h e P i z z a F a c -
t o r y .

D o y o u h a v e a c r o c k p o t
o r w h a t s o m e p e o p l e c a l l a
s l o w c o o k e r ?

W h a t e v e r y o u c a l l i t , I
h o p e y o u a r e u s i n g i t . D i d
y o u g e t o n e f o r a w e d d i n g
p r e s e n t o r f o r C h r i s t m a s a
c o u p l e o f y e a r s a g o a n d i t i s
s t i l l i n t h e b o x i t c a m e i n ,
w a y b a c k i n t h e c o r n e r o f
t h e c l o s e t ? H e r e ’ s m y c h a l -
l e n g e : G e t i t o u t o f t h e
c l o s e t a n d u s e i t !

I h a v e t w o – a s m a l l 1
1 / 2 q u a r t a n d t h e s t a n d a r d 5
q u a r t . I l o v e b o t h o f t h e m ,
b u t m o s t o f t h e t i m e , w i t h
j u s t m e , I u s e t h e s m a l l e r
o n e . T h e o n l y t h i n g a b o u t
t h e s m a l l e r o n e i s i t o n l y
c o o k s o n h i g h , b u t t h a t i s n ’ t
a p r o b l e m w h e n I k n o w I
w o n ’ t b e a w a y f r o m t h e
h o u s e m o r e t h a n t h r e e o r
f o u r h o u r s . N o t l o n g a g o , I
h a d p u r c h a s e d a c h u c k r o a s t
a t t h e s t o r e a n d c a m e h o m e
a n d c u t i t i n h a l f a n d f r o z e
o n e h a l f a n d c o o k e d t h e
o t h e r h a l f t h e n e x t d a y i n
t h e s m a l l c r o c k p o t .

E v e r y M a r c h w h e n t h e
c o r n e d b e e f g o e s o n s a l e I
h a v e t o h a v e o n e a n d I u s e
t h e l a r g e r c o o k e r . I d o n ’ t

l i k e t h e c a b b a g e c o o k e d i n
i t , b u t t h a t d o e s n ’ t t a k e
l o n g . I c o o k t h e c o r n e d b e e f
o n l o w f o r 8 - 1 0 h o u r s a n d
w h e n I ’ m r e a d y t o e a t I s l i c e
t h e c a b b a g e a n d p u t i t i n a
b i g f r y i n g p a n w i t h s o m e o f
t h e j u i c e f r o m t h e c r o c k p o t ,
p u t a l i d o n i t a n d l e t t h e
c a b b a g e s t e a m . T h i s w a y I
c a n c o n t r o l t h e d o n e n e s s o f
t h e c a b b a g e . To m e , c o o k i n g
i t i n t h e c r o c k p o t f o r 8
h o u r s j u s t g e t s i t t o o o v e r -
d o n e .

W h e n I w a s w o r k i n g f u l l
t i m e , I w o u l d u s e m y c r o c k
p o t a b o u t o n c e a w e e k . I
c o o k e d s p a g h e t t i s a u c e i n i t
o n c e , b u t d i d n ’ t l i k e i t . I t
w a s n ’ t t h i c k e n o u g h f o r m e .
I h a d t o p u t i t i n a p a n a n d
s i m m e r i t f o r a b o u t a n h o u r
t o g e t t h e c o n s i s t e n c y I
w a n t e d . I t h o u g h t I s u r e d i d -
n ’ t g a i n a n y t i m e h e r e . S o
t h e n e x t t i m e I c o o k e d i t I
d i d n ’ t a d d a n y w a t e r a n d i t
c a m e o u t a l o t b e t t e r . I ’ m
n o t g o i n g t o w r i t e a “ r e c i p e ”
f o r t h e s a u c e , b u t I w i l l t e l l
y o u w h a t I d i d : I b r o w n e d a
p o u n d o f g r o u n d m e a t ( I
u s e d h a m b u r g e r ) w i t h a b o u t
h a l f a m e d i u m s i z e d c h o p p e d
o n i o n w i t h s a l t a n d p e p p e r
a n d I t a l i a n s e a s o n i n g . P u t
t h i s i n t h e c r o c k p o t a n d
a d d e d t h r e e o r f o u r c a n s o f
c h o p p e d t o m a t o e s a n d a c o u -
p l e o f c a n s o f t o m a t o s a u c e .
I a d d a b o u t h a l f a n e n v e l o p e
o f d r y s p a g h e t t i s a u c e s e a -
s o n i n g a n d l e t i t c o o k o n
l o w f o r a b o u t 8 h o u r s . Yo u
k n o w t h e n i c e t h i n g a b o u t

Please see RECIPES on P. 14

Sunday School 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service 10:15 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer and

Bible Study 6 p.m.
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12414 Road 37
Madera, CA 93636

559-645-1700
www.GoldenValleyChurch.comAvenue 12

Cloverleaf
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Golden Valley Baptist Church

Golden Valley Baptist Church is pleased
to announce

Praise & Worship
music by
recording
artist ...

Terry
Talbot

GrammyAward-winningartist and DoveAward andGrammy Awardnominee

Monday
Night

FOOTB
ALL!

HI-DEF

GIANT
SCREE

N

All Welcome!

37167 AVE. 12 • 645-1306

The LOWEST
Possible Prices
in the Ranchos

Your Beer & Wine
Headquarters!

BEST SELECTION

BEST SERVICE

BEST PRICES!

9/
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LIVINGSTON 1.5L

SAVE UP TO 10 ON WINE!

ALL VARIETIES
when
you

buy 2

when
you

buy 1
WITH COUPON ONLYLIMIT 10 BOTTLES

CANNOT COMBINE COUPONS WITH ANY OTHER COUPONS OR OFFERS

AT $3.99 PRICE EXP 10-31-09

WITH COUPON ONLY

3$
$

99 4$ 99

Buy wine for $10 and save $1. Buy wine for $20 and
save $2 and so on up to $100 and save a maximum
of $10. With this coupon only. EXP 10-31-09

To Advertise Call
645-0634
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GGeett  AAwwaayy  ttoo  AAllaasskkaaGGeett  AAwwaayy  ttoo  AAllaasskkaa

For more info ca l l  559-474-0505 or
email  Shar ry Rivas at  sr ivas@prodigy.net .

9/09

TThhee  GGoollddeenn  VVaalllleeyy  CChhaammbbeerr  ooff
CCoommmmeerrccee  iiss  ccoooorrddiinnaattiinngg  TTRRAAVVEELL
TTRRIIPPSS ffoorr  RRaanncchhooss  rreessiiddeennttss  tthhaatt  rraannggee
ffrroomm aa  ttrriipp  ttoo  RReennoo  ttoo  aa  ccrruuiissee  ttoo  AAllaasskkaa
nneexxtt  JJuunnee//JJuullyy..

674-1663
14794 Hwy 41

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

9/09

More Facts and Fun
A nutritionally balanced lunch program

Monday through Friday at 11:30 a.m. Sug-
gested price for 60 years and older is $1.75.
Reservations are needed a day in advance
so remember to call Joann at 645-4864. We
have a growing exercise program being
held on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays
from 10:15 to 11:30 a.m. The participants
are getting more than just exercise by at-
tending; they have fun and share laughs.
There is room for you and you may attend
all three days or just one or two of them.
After lunch on Tuesdays, there is an open-
ing for a pinochle player. If you enjoy play-
ing pinochle yourself or know of someone
else who would like to fill this vacancy,
please call Joann at 645-4864. The Line
Dancing class has been suspended for the
summer. As of today, there is no firm date
for it to restart. Call Joann at 645-4864 for
more information. We have started a new
craft session on Thursdays at 12:30 p.m.
Next project will be sweatshirts. If you
would like to learn to knit or crochet here is
your opportunity to learn while having fun.
Card BINGO meets on Fridays, noon to 1
p.m. We have a large group, but there is al-
ways room for one more: You! Fill your car
with your friends or neighbors as they will

enjoy finding new friends here, too. Come
in and check these classes out.

Up and Coming Events
Saturday, October 17, 11:30 a.m., Far-

nesi’s, Ave. 16 at Hwy. 99, Madera 
Saturday, November 14, 11 a.m., Olive

Garden, 389 East Shaw Ave., Fresno

Weekly Events
Monday through Friday Lunch Pro-

gram, 11:30 a.m. (Reservations needed, call
Joann at 645-4864)

Monday, Exercise Class, 10:15 – 11:30
a.m.

Tuesday, Pinochle, noon until?
Wednesday, Exercise Class, 10:15 –

11:30 a.m.
Thursday, 12:30 p.m. Crafts and lots of fun
Thursday, 6 to 9 p.m. Potluck then Hand

& Foot, Pinochle or other games (Please
bring your own plate and silverware)

Friday, Exercise Class, 10:15 – 11:30 a.m.
Friday, Card BINGO, noon – 1 p.m.
Please feel free to come in and visit our

Senior Center and get acquainted with our
members. We welcome you to come and be
one of us as our organization offers and pro-
motes social, educational and civic activi-
ties in order to provide a better quality of life
for all senior citizens. You have received an
invitation. Hope to see you soon?

SENIORS cont. from P. 10
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WE’RE ON THE WEB!
Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.

Get fully downloadable back issues of

the Ranchos Independent

(beginning with April 2006).

Learn how you can add your

Ranchos-area business to this site!
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It Takes More
Than a
Village…

Thank You, Madera Ranchos

… It
Takes

the Ranchos

9/09

From birth to 18 years of age, Kerinna’s journey has been an interesting one. Moving from the Ranchos to
Clovis, we reflect on the community who helped keep this special girl alive, gave encouragement through ex-
traordinary times and provided blessings beyond imagination. We will never forget the wonderful neighbors that
picked up countless prescriptions late at night, took care of our home while away at the hospital and blessed us
with a full Christmas dinner recovering at home from surgery. We think about the very special friends who al-
ways made time to create campfire memories and the Jello salad. We remember the dear friend that provided to
us a unique vacuum to assist in Kerinna’s lung health. The many incredible individuals and 8th grade classmates
that donated and organized a “Community Garage Sale” to help with the expenses of a fourth open-heart surgery,
traveled to UCLA Medical Center with goodies and snacks and left a huge sign in our hotel room stating “We Love
You Kerinna!” It seems like yesterday when a gracious and handsome student took Kerinna to the Winter For-
mal. We will never forget the amazing classmates who shared with Kerinna a special friendship from Kindergarten
to Graduation that continues. An incredible 8th Grade Class and 8th Grade Teacher that learned from one another

and leaned on one another during some very tough times. The amazing students of the 2009 Graduation Class that
live by the example of inclusion. The Adaptive PE Teacher who took a child from the sidelines and showed her
how wonderful the outdoors could be through activities. The General Education Teachers and Special Education
Aids that helped a student with special needs learn. And a Special Education Teacher who took a personal inter-
est in helping a student who has a true love for life and a yearning to learn to reach their own individual goal – a
diploma. After four open heart surgeries, spinal rod placement surgery, three pacemaker placements, the removal
of the right inner ear due to an embolism and countless other surgeries and hospitalizations, we realize we would
not be the same as individuals or as a family without the Ranchos; without you. You have touched our lives in
more ways than you can imagine. From the heart, thank you. We lived in the Ranchos for 21 years and we will
forever remember.

Jim, Tambra and Kerinna Bane

www.theRanchos.com

m a k i n g s p a g h e t t i s a u c e i n t h e
c o o k e r i n s t e a d o f o n t o p o f
t h e s t o v e ? W h e n y o u f i n i s h ,
y o u d o n ’ t h a v e a l l t h a t s a u c e
s p a t t e r e d o n y o u r s t o v e t o
c l e a n u p !

I w o u l d a l s o c o o k a p o t
r o a s t i n i t . B e s u r e t o b r o w n
t h e r o a s t b e f o r e y o u p u t i t i n
t h e p o t . T h e n p u t y o u r v e g -
e t a b l e s ( t h e u s u a l c a r r o t s , p o -
t a t o e s a n d o n i o n s – b u t h a v e
y o u e v e r a d d e d a c o u p l e o f
t u r n i p s ? D o n ’ t w r i n k l e y o u r
n o s e , t h e y a r e g o o d ) i n o n t o p
o f t h e r o a s t , s a l t a n d p e p p e r
a n d I a d d a b o u t a h a l f c u p o f
w a t e r , a n d i t w i l l b e r e a d y
w h e n y o u g e t h o m e f r o m
w o r k . T h e r e w i l l b e e n o u g h
l i q u i d i n t h e b o t t o m o f t h e
c o o k e r t o m a k e s o m e y u m m y
g r a v y . A n o t h e r t h i n g I ’ v e
d o n e i s c o o k e x t r a p o t a t o e s
a n d t a k e t h e m o u t w i t h a s l o t -
t e d s p o o n a n d m a s h t h e m a s
y o u w o u l d r e g u l a r b o i l e d p o -
t a t o e s . A d d s o m e b u t t e r a n d a
l i t t l e m i l k ( I l i k e e v a p o r a t e d
m i l k i n m a s h e d p o t a t o e s ) a n d
a d j u s t t h e s a l t a n d p e p p e r .
T h e y w o n ’ t b e a s p r e t t y a s
r e g u l a r m a s h e d p o t a t o e s b u t
t h e y w i l l b e d e l i c i o u s f r o m
t h e f l a v o r s o f t h e r o a s t .

I f t h e f a m i l y d i d n ’ t e a t a l l
t h e p o t a t o e s , s a v e t h e m f o r
p o t a t o p a n c a k e s t h e n e x t
m o r n i n g i f y o u h a v e t i m e t o
f i x b r e a k f a s t . A l o t o f r e c i p e s
c a l l f o r a d d i n g a n e g g t o t h e
p o t a t o e s b e f o r e f r y i n g t h e m ,
b u t I d o n ’ t l i k e t h e m w i t h a n
e g g . I ’ d r a t h e r h a v e m y e g g
c o o k e d s e p a r a t e l y , b o i l e d ,
s c r a m b l e d o r o n c e i n a w h i l e
f r i e d . U s i n g y o u r h a n d s , t a k e
a h a n d f u l o f p o t a t o e s , p a t
t h e m o u t a b o u t t h e s i z e o f a
s m a l l s a u c e r , d r e d g e i n f l o u r
a n d f r y u n t i l g o l d e n o n b o t h
s i d e s i n a l i t t l e b u t t e r o r b e t -
t e r y e t , s o m e b a c o n d r i p p i n g s .
Yo u r f a m i l y w i l l l o v e y o u !

R e c e n t l y m y n i e c e f r o m
F o n t a n a s e n t m e a n e - m a i l t i -
t l e d “ I f y o u o w n a c r o c k p o t ”
w i t h a l l k i n d s o f r e c i p e s . I
s a v e d i t t o a s p e c i a l f o l d e r s o
I w o u l d n ’ t a c c i d e n t a l l y d e l e t e
i t . T h e r e a r e s e v e r a l I w a n t t o
t r y , b u t d i d n ’ t h a v e t i m e b e -
f o r e w r i t i n g t h i s a r t i c l e .
W h e n I d o I ’ l l l e t y o u k n o w.

I n t h e l a s t i s s u e I g a v e
y o u o n e o f t h e r e c i p e s t h a t
L i n d a M a n t e r s e n t m e , a n d
t o l d y o u I w o u l d g i v e y o u t h e
s e c o n d o n e t h i s i s s u e . S o , a s
p r o m i s e d , h e r e i t i s :

I TA L I A N L E N T I L S O U P

¼ l b . m i l d I t a l i a n s a u s a g e
1 4 o z . l e n t i l s
1 1 / 2 t o 2 T I t a l i a n s e a -

s o n i n g
5 C w a t e r
3 C c h i c k e n b r o t h
1 l g . o n i o n c h o p p e d
2 s t a l k s c e l e r y s l i c e d
P a r m e s a n C h e e s e – a s d e -

s i r e d
S o r t a n d r i n s e l e n t i l s – s e t

a s i d e . R e m o v e c a s i n g f r o m
s a u s a g e , c r u m b l e i n b o t t o m o f
s o u p p o t a n d c o o k t h r o u g h
a n d d r a i n . A d d r e m a i n i n g i n -
g r e d i e n t s e x c e p t c h e e s e .
B r i n g m i x t u r e t o a b o i l , r e -
d u c e h e a t t o a s i m m e r a n d l e t
c o o k f o r 1 h r . 1 5 m i n u t e s t o
a n h o u r a n d a h a l f . L a d l e t o
s o u p b o w l s a n d t o p w i t h t h e
c h e e s e a s d e s i r e d .

T h a t ’ s a b o u t i t f o r t h i s
i s s u e . I w o u l d l i k e t o d o
r e c i p e s w i t h p u m p k i n s i n t h e
n e x t i s s u e . S o m e o n e a s k m e
f o r a p u m p k i n b r e a d r e c i p e
b u t I m i s p l a c e d y o u r p h o n e
n u m b e r – s h a m e o n m e ! I
a p o l o g i z e t o w h o e v e r y o u a r e
b u t b e s u r e t o w a t c h f o r n e x t
m o n t h ’ s i s s u e . I p l a n o n h a v -
i n g t w o p u m p k i n b r e a d
r e c i p e s a n d a p u m p k i n r o l l - u p
l i k e a j e l l y r o l l .

O n e o f t h e s e i s s u e s I
w o u l d l i k e t o f e a t u r e c o m -
m e n t s f r o m t h o s e o f y o u w h o
w e r e r a i s e d ( a s I w a s ) d u r i n g
a n d c o m i n g o u t o f t h e g r e a t
d e p r e s s i o n . W h a t d i d y o u a n d
y o u r f a m i l y e a t ? I r e m e m b e r
o n e t i m e I w a s s u p p o s e d t o
f i x d i n n e r b e c a u s e m y f o l k s
h a d n ’ t g o t t e n h o m e f r o m w o r k
s o I p e e l e d ( p r o b a b l y g o t m y
b r o t h e r s a n d s i s t e r s t o h e l p
m e ) e n o u g h p o t a t o e s f o r a l l
s e v e n o f u s . I g r a t e d t h e p o t a -
t o e s t h e n f r i e d t h e m w i t h s a l t
a n d p e p p e r – w h e n t h e y w e r e
a l m o s t d o n e , I s l i c e d f r a n k -
f u r t e r s i n t o t h e m . A n d t h a t
w a s d i n n e r .

S e n d m e y o u r f a v o r i t e
r e c i p e s o y o u c a n s h a r e i t
w i t h y o u r n e i g h b o r s .

RECIPES cont. from P. 11
Page 14
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criteria there was no “qualified” stake-
holder which could represent it. The sim-
plistic answer came back: “If they can’t
get together and form a qualified group
they will be left behind!”

The fact is, the Ranchos does not have
a qualified entity which will be able to be
a signatory to the MOU and provide rep-
resentation for the area. Although Madera
County may sign the MOU, their focus
will be on countywide problems and the
Ranchos will just be one of many areas
within the County needing attention.

All this means is that the process is
moving forward while the Ranchos is
being left behind, holding the bag!

The Solution
As I got more involved in the process,

it became more obvious to me that the
Ranchos has inherent interests in solutions
to the groundwater situation in its geo-
graphical area and would be greatly bene-
fitted by having a seat at the table as a
stakeholder and a signatory to the IRWMP
while work proceeds.

The governance structure allows for
not only governmental agencies and spe-
cial districts but also for non-profit enti-
ties to become signatory to the IRWMP
documents and become members of the
governing board.

At present we are working on creat-
ing an appropriate non-profit entity to take
on such a role and welcome interest and
participation from citizens in the Ranchos
so that this entity can be truly representa-
tive of, and responsive to, the local com-
munity.

Other Observations
As we mentioned in our initial article

on the subject, the IRWMP report makes a
number of recommendations aimed at re-
ducing and even reversing the effects of
groundwater overdraft in light of continu-

ing County growth, noting that many of the
recommendations will require further in-
vestigation and funding. Some may require
approval of one or more governmental
agencies prior to implementation and
nearly all will require environmental re-
view under the requirements of State and
perhaps Federal laws. The County’s report
first recommendation to enhance Valley
water supply is that the County should
work with other Central Valley Project
Contractors (including Chowchilla Irriga-
tion District, Madera Irrigation District,
Root Creek Water District and the Friant
Water Users Authority) to protect Central
Valley Project (CVP) water allocations
from further reduction as a result of the San
Joaquin River restoration efforts, and to
see that provisions are made to make up for
any water lost to river restoration efforts.

Next, the County should evaluate par-
ticipation in water banking efforts and de-
velop facilities to store excess surface
water in the underground aquifers for later
recovery. Several areas in the County have
been tentatively or finally identified as
suitable for banking projects but accom-
plishing a water bank is a complex process,
with support and cooperation necessary
among all interested parties. The County’s
political and financial support is needed for
these projects to succeed in a way that ben-
efits all the citizens of the county.

Other projects will be identifying
suitable locations for immediate recharge
to the depleting aquifers with storm water
run-off as well as other available water.
This is different than water banking;
recharging allows percolating water to
enter the aquifers for immediate use by the
Ranchos.

Along the same lines, Madera County
could also consider negotiation with other
CVP contractors for purchase of other sur-
face water supplies, which could be deliv-
ered to Madera County and used either for

agricultural purposes instead of current
groundwater pumping, or could be treated
and used directly for municipal and indus-
trial purposes.

Each of these possibilities, along with
several more mentioned in the report,
holds the potential to improve the reliabil-
ity of the groundwater supply in Southeast
Madera County. Other improvements may
be required to fully realize the potential
benefits and the County will be in compe-
tition with other prospective water users
for the available water supplies, meaning
there will be significant costs to be borne
by the water users to get these new sup-
plies into Madera County. Establishment
of the IRWMP governance board will
allow it to create and submit grant appli-
cations for projects such as these, from
funding sources not available to non-
IRWMP applicants.

Thinking in a proactive fashion, we
are currently working with the County on
potential recharge projects that can pro-
vide partial relief to the Ranchos. Any and
all projects that can help to correct the
overall overdraft should be looked at in a
serious way.

Conclusion
If the Ranchos will not get involved,

mitigating the water problems will be sig-
nificantly more difficult. Get involved and
join the process, the Ranchos is your back
yard. Make it a green back yard.

I do not intend to be left holding the
bag! Do you?

We will continue to share information
about the local water situation from time
to time, so that by being more informed
and working as neighbors we can try to
meet and overcome some of the chal-
lenges we face now and in the future.

For more information or questions e-
mail ranchoscommunity@gmail.com or
call 559-363-9095.

WATER cont. from P. 2

Sheriff JohnAnderson is issuing a warn-
ing to all Medicare beneficiaries to beware of
an unscrupulous scheme designed to con you
out of your personal information.

Just today the Sheriff’s Department re-
ceived a complaint from a senior citizen in
Madera who received a call from a woman
claiming to represent Medicare, requesting an
in-home interview about his health care plan.

“Whatever changes may apply to your
coverage, Medicare will not call you to set up
an in-home service interview. Medicare will
send you a form in the mail.”

To be sure you are not being scammed,
Sheriff Anderson suggests that if you do re-
ceive a call like this hang up and report the
suspicious call to your provider.

SheriffAnderson is issuing this alert now
so that others don’t fall victim.

Medicare Scare

Sheriff JohnAnderson is issuing a warning
to all property owners about a possible scam that
may target San JoaquinValley property owners.
The scam has already struck Nevada City, Calif.

The first case was reported Sept. 9 from a
woman who said she received a call from a man
purportingtorepresent theNevadaCountyTreas-
urer-Tax Collector’s Office. That Office notified
theMaderaCountyTreasurer-TaxCollector’sOf-
fice who, in turn notified SheriffAnderson.

Sheriff Anderson says the man who made
that call claimed his office needed proof that the
property owner had paid her property taxes and
was quite insistent that she send him a copy of
payment (cancelled check or credit card state-
ment) immediately.

SheriffAndersonsayshe is issuing this alert
now hoping that should a property owner in our
area, be it Madera County or any of our neigh-
boring counties, receive such a call, hang up.

The Treasurer-Tax Collector’s Office does
NOT make personal house calls.

Tax Collector Scam
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Golden Valley Bond Tax Rate Update

By Sarah Koligian

The Golden Valley Unified School Dis-
trict Governing Board of Trustees recently
discussed the district’s outstanding bond
measures at their September Board meet-
ings. The purpose of this discussion was to
note the impact of declining assessed values
within Madera County and how they may re-
sult in an increase to the tax rate required to
repay our outstanding general obligation
bonds. The collapse of the real estate prices,
foreclosures, and halt to development have
led to a situation where the total assessed
value for the district dropped for the 2009-
10 fiscal year by 9.75%.

Based upon the debt service funds
Madera County has on reserve, the com-
bined tax rate for 2009-10 is projected to be
$148.63 which is below the tax limit com-
municated to voters ($159.99). However,
based on reasonable projections of assessed
value changes for the next several years, in-
dications are the tax rate will likely exceed
the $159.99 limit next fiscal year. Depend-
ing on the amount and duration of the de-
cline in assessed values, it is possible that
over the next few years, the tax rate could in-
crease to a rate above the tax rate estimate
provided to voters at the time of the bond
election.

To help reduce the potential for this to

occur, the Madera County Auditor/Controller
offered to provide school districts with out-
standing bonds whose tax rate is currently
below their estimate, a one-time option for
2009-2010 to bring their tax rate up to a level
that does not exceed the maximum estimated
tax rate to establish a reserve for subsequent
year bond payments. The auditor-controller is
allowing GVUSD to increase the 2009/2010
by no more than 5% which impacts Measure G
by increasing up to $94.99 and Measure S up
to $60, for a combined rate of $155 which will
yield $65,332 into our bond reserve to offset
the amount of taxes required to be levied for
the district’s bonds in future years.

This reserve would help alleviate future
increases in tax rates above the estimate pro-
vided at the time of the election, due to a
continued depressed economic climate that
is negatively impacting assessed value. The
Madera County Auditor/Controller has com-
mitted to revisit this reserve formula for next
year to meet the needs of districts who may
be interested in this option for the future.

The Governing Board is analyzing other
financing options that may be utilized inde-
pendently or in conjunction with one another
to help maintain an aggregate tax rate below
$159.99 per $100,000 of assessed value in
light of the falling assessed values within the
district. These options will be discussed in de-
tail at the October 13, 2009 Board of Trustees
meeting. The meeting begins at 6:00 p.m. and
will be held in the Liberty High School Li-
brary. The community is welcome and invited
to attend to listen and engage in the discussion
regarding other financing options for control-
ling property tax rates.

The options that will be presented may
impact some of the current bond proceeds
that have been committed to future facility
projects, such as completion of the Liberty
Athletic Stadium and the Liberty High
School science lab classroom. If you are in-
terested in accessing a copy of the agenda and
back up information, it will be available for
review on October 9th at the Ranchos Li-
brary, Golden Valley Unified District Office
and the Golden Valley Chamber of Com-
merce Office. If you have further questions,
please contact GVUSD Superintendent Sarah
Koligian’s office at 645-7500.

Golden Valley Unified School District
Superintendent, Sarah Koligian.

By Sarah Koligian

California’s 2008-09 Accountability
Progress Report (APR), provides results
from the state accountability system; the
Academic Performance Index (API), as
well as the federal accountability system:
Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) and Pro-
gram Improvement (PI). Both the API and
AYP are based upon statewide assessment
results from the Standardized Testing and
Reporting (STAR) Program as measured
by the California Standards Test (CST)
and from the California High School Exit
Examination (CAHSEE).

The state API and federal AYP results
report progress in different ways. The
state API is an index model that measures
year-to-year improvement and provides
incentives to educators to focus on stu-
dents at all performance levels. A simple
analogy of the API and AYP is as follows:
the API is analogous to a high jump score
and the AYP is more like a long jump
score. The high jump (API) gives credit to
the athlete as they continue to exceed their
former height, whereas the long jump
(AYP) typically determines a set amount
of feet that the athlete needs to attain to
qualify their jump. In other words, if there
is growth on the API, the school receives
credit in making its goals. Schools receive
more API points for moving students up
from the lowest performance levels. In
contrast, the federal AYP system focuses
solely on whether or not students are scor-
ing at the proficient level or above on state
assessments. These levels are continu-
ously adjusted upwards per No Child Left
Behind.

Golden Valley Unified is proud to re-
port that their CST scores have increased
significantly which, in turn has shown an
increase in both the API and AYP scores.
The following chart displays student
progress on the CST’s for the past three
years by noting the increase of students
who have scored “proficient” or “ad-
vanced” on the Standards Tests in English
Language Arts, Mathematics, Social Sci-
ence and Science.

The CST scores are combined with
the CAHSEE scores at the high school
level to formulate the API and AYP.

Golden Valley Unified School Dis-
trict is assigned a district API based on the
API score earned by each school. Our
schools continue to improve and Golden
Valley Unified’s API has grown from 801
to 820 which make us the highest scoring
K-12 district API in Madera County and
the second highest scoring API for K-12
districts in Fresno County next to Clovis
Unified who scored a district API of 857.
Nearly all schools made their AYP targets
and no school is identified as Program Im-
provement (PI).

Our students, teachers, support staff
and administrators are to be commended
for their daily efforts to move all students
forward academically. This does not hap-
pen by accident but rather through fo-
cused daily instruction.

Even though our schools have ex-
ceeded their API growth targets for the
past year, we still have work ahead of us
for continuing to move all students for-
ward. We are headed in the right direc-
tion with all schools contributing to
“Growing a District of Excellence”. I ex-
tend many heartfelt thanks to our Gov-
erning Board of Trustees for their
ongoing support of student learning as a
priority goal and also to our staff for their
ongoing dedication and commitment to
our students.

Academic Progress Scores SOAR
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go t up to speak the Cha i r ju s t i g -
n o r e d m e a n d w e n t o n w i t h t h e
v o t e w i t h o u t a l l o w i n g p u b l i c
c omme n t .

I t ’s no t a l l abou t the curren t
b u d g e t c r i s i s w h e r e f i r e i s c o n -
c e rne d . Our f i r e depa r t men t ha s
b e e n u n d e r f u n d e d f o r y e a r s , t h e
f i r e m i t i g a t i o n “ t r u s t f u n d ” h a s
been sys t ema t i ca l ly ra ided , l eav -
i n g u s i n a p o s i t i o n o f p u t t i n g
l i v e s i n j e o p a r d y w i t h e v e n t h e
s m a l l e s t o f c u t s . A l l t h e w h i l e
m a n a g e m e n t p o s i t i o n s i n t h e
G ra n i t e Pa l ace and i n RMA con-
t i nue FAT AND HAPPY.

I tem 8 was discuss ion and di-
rec t ion to s ta ff to in i t ia te a new
recru i tment process for Audi tor-
Cont ro l le r. As usua l I pro tes ted
asking about the last process that

was conducted in secre t wi th a l l
records reques ts by me being de-
n ied . One superv isor asked
County Counse l i f he wished to
respond. County Counse l s imply
smi led and indica ted “no.” I t i s
obvious the Board and County
Counsel have determined neither I
nor the Open Government laws
have any tee th . I don’t fee l s in-
gled out any more, from what I am
hear ing I am not a lone , there are
others making requests only to run
into the same stone wall I am hit-
t ing.

Clean Sweep
I have been to ld by re l iab le

sources tha t P lanning Commis-
s ioner Tom Kellner is running for
Bigelow’s seat and former Super-
v isor John Si lva is running for
Moss’ seat . I am making an offer
to any candidate for supervisor to

use the D.O.G. Report as a forum
to reach my readers . Any candi -
da te , inc luding incumbents , a re
being asked to send a word docu-
ment to DOG@sti .net . Documents
may contain, but are not limited to,
qualifications, campaign promises,
goals or ideas and opinions on cur-
rent events affecting our county. I
will attach documents I receive to
the next D.O.G. Report , or send
them as a separate mail ing. This
offer may be cancelled without no-
tice by the D.O.G. Editor and for-
warding documents does not imply
an endorsement of any candidate
by Demand Open Government , or
me personal ly. I a lso reserve the
right to comment on documents re-
ceived and forwarded and as my
compensat ion I ask that any sub-
mit ters pay att en t ion to wha t our
government i s do ing .

D.O.G. cont. from P. 5 SUDOKU
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(From left) Frank Bigelow, Steven Lewis,
Mark Toole, Mike Kelly, Mona Diaz, Shane
Pinkard, Kathleen Treibatch, Igal Treibatch,
Sarah Koligian and Roger Schuh stand in the
shadow of the new RMS mascot statue.

RMS Principal Shane Pinkard (second from left)
and Student Body Vice President Levi Hill and
Student Body President Kris Porter receive a
check for $1,000 from Madera Masonic Lodge
#280 at the Cornerstone Ceremony.

California State Grand Master Larry L.
Adamson (right) presides over the Cornerstone
Ceremony at the Ranchos Middle School on
Sept. 11, 2009. California State Masons also
presided over the cornerstone at Liberty High.

Liberty High School Principal Kuljeet
Mann (left), Retired New York Fire De-
partment Officer Andrew Isalano and
Golden Valley Unified School District Su-
perintendent Sarah Koligian attended a
9/11 Remembrance Ceremony held at Lib-
erty High School in the Madera Ranchos.
The event paid tribute to those who lost
their lives on that tragic day in 2001 when
our country came under attack. It also hon-
ored those that continue to fight for our
protection, safety and freedom today.

RMS Cornerstone Ceremony and Mascot Dedication

The Madera Masonic Lodge #280 conducted a Cornerstone Ceremony led by California State Grand Master Larry L. Adam-
son and Grand Orator Russ Charvonia on Thursday. Sept. 11. The Lodge also presented a check to Student Body President Kris Porter
and Vice President Levi Hill in the amount of $1,000.

After the Cornerstone Ceremony there was a dedication for the Mustang mascot statue which was donated by community mem-
ber Igal Treibatch. Treibatch also donated the Liberty Bell to the high school and continues to be a strong supporter of the district.

Please join Superintendent Koligian
for a series of parent meetings and receive
a progress update toward the District’s
Strategic Plan goals: Curriculum, Instruc-
tion, Communication, Safety, Facilities and
Finances. There will also be an opportunity
for you to have an open dialog with the Su-
perintendent. If you are unable to attend,
please email the Superintendent’s Office at
abeintker@gvusd.k12.ca.us or call 645-
7500 with your thoughts. The following are
the current dates for meeting opportunities
with Superintendent Koligian:

1) Liberty High School, Oct. 14, 8:45 a.m.
2) Webster Elementary, Oct. 20, 6 p.m. at
the WPTC Meeting
3)SierraViewElementary,Oct. 29,8:15a.m.

Parent Meetings
Planned with
Superintendent

9/11 Remembrance held at Liberty
Would you like to be a part of the Foundation?

Please join us for a monthly meeting to check us out!
The mission of the Foundation is to support

Academics • Arts • Athletics • Agriculture 

The Foundation meets on the first Wednesday of the month
at the Golden Valley USD District Office (Room 2)

37479 Avenue 12, Madera, Ca. 93636 • 6:00 pm

If you would like more information about the Foundation please join us for a meeting
or call the Golden Valley District Office at 645-7500
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Real Estate
Nancy Watson

645-5000
The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 20
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 9/09

A ranchos resident for 20 years, I am a full-time professional agent dedicated to
serving our community’s Real Estate needs. Allow me to show you how stress-free sell-
ing or buying a home can be. I worry with the details so YOU don’t have to! Call me
today or visit me on the Web and allow me to demonstrate how I can serve you.

DAVID PARKER

490-1989
www.davidparker.info

Realtor Associate

9/09

9/
09

will be a bad flu season. I just found
out that flu shots will be given again
this year at Liberty High on Oct. 15.
You stay in your car so it is easy.
The time is 9:30 to 11 a.m. Call the
Ranchos Hills Senior Center at 645-
4864 for more information. For up-
to-date information and tips on the
flu from the Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, go to
www.flu.gov on your computer. In
school we teach our children that
“knowledge is everything” and this
is a lesson we all need to learn about
the Swine Flu before it hits you.

On Tuesday, Sept. 15 a lot of
Madera Ranchos community mem-
bers attended the Madera County
Board of Supervisors meeting to let
the board members know how clos-
ing Fire Station 19 would affect the
community. Supervisors Frank
Bigelow, Vern Moss, Ronn Dominici,
Max Rodriguez and Tom Wheeler
were given three options by the
Madera Fire Chief. The Fire Chief
was asked to make cuts in his budget
to reduce the expenditures for the
Fire Department’s fiscal years 2009-
2010 and 2010-11. Our local Station

19 Fire Captain, Chuck Hoover, told
about the 25 local volunteers that
keep station 19 operating. The one
station 19 fireman that is paid for by
Madera takes all of our 911 calls be-
cause they are the first responder in
the area. All fire stations are impor-
tant for safety in their communities
but station 19 had the most calls of
any fire station last year. Station 19
firemen go to car accidents, medical
emergencies as well as fires of all
kinds. I reminded the board members
that Golden Valley Unified has over
1,900 students in our schools, while
the Ranchos Hills Seniors have 105
members besides all of the other sen-
iors in the area. It seemed that all of
the board members realized the im-
portance of station 19 to our com-
munity so we will be able to keep
station 19 open with the paid fire-
man on duty.

As we go into October there will
be some strange weather. Some hot,
some cold, some nice fall weather.
This is also flu season. So be careful
and take care of your health. The
next Golden Valley School Board
meetings in October are on Oct.13
and Oct. 27. They will be held at the
Liberty High library at 6 p.m.

STOCK cont. from P. 7

has anointed me to preach good news
to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim
freedom for the prisoners and recovery
of sight for the blind, to release the op-
pressed.” (Luke 4:18)

On the other hand, when I was 30
years old and living in Las Vegas and
experiencing the trauma of my own
making, I cried out to God for help. At
that moment of my anguish, Thor was
the last person I wanted in my life. I
didn’t want somebody who was a fan-
tasy or somebody who was too much
like the world around me. I wanted
someone who could change my life! I
wanted someone like Jesus. During that
time of my life, God sent me people,
one right after another, who spoke the
words of God. God sent church people.
He sent the Baptists and He sent the
Four Square Church and the Calvary
Chapel and the Methodist folks and the
Presbyterian folks and the non-denom-
inational folks and the Catholic folks
too. Each of them spoke to me with
words that were concerned about my
future and they spoke words that were
concerned about my present and they
checked up on me and they invited me
to their churches and they told me

about a God who loved me. They saved
my life. I am so grateful that there were
people who spoke to me with words
that were pleasing to God!

The words of the followers of
Christ matter and they are important. I
know it is hard at times. I despair of the
times that my words have not been
pleasing in the sight of God. Jesus
spoke to folks about his Father in
Heaven. For those who are followers of
Christ, we want to speak the words of
Christ. We want to speak the message
of agape love and of hope. We want to
speak the words that are pleasing in the
sight of the Lord.

So let us speak the words of what
God has done in our lives and what
Christ is doing for the sake of the
world. Every chance you get, let your
words and thoughts be pleasing in the
sight of God.

“May the words of my mouth and
the meditation of my heart be pleasing
in your sight, O LORD, my Rock and
my Redeemer.” (Psalm 19:14 NIV)

Pastor Bob Crabb is the Pastor of
the Christian Mission Center meeting
at 36875 Avenue 12 (Loren Way and
Ave. 12). They worship Sundays at
10:30 a.m

PASTOR cont. from P. 6
Page 18
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Classified
A l t e r a t i o n S e r v i c e s

M a d l i n ' s A l t e r a t i o n s - 3 5
y e a r s e x p e r i e n c e - Ta i l o r i n g ,
r e p a i r s a n d l e a t h e r s . F a s t
s e r v i c e . N E W A D D R E S S &
P H O N E N U M B E R : 3 6 7 3 3
Av e . 1 2 . C a l l 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 5 8 3 .

B u s i n e s s O p p o r t u n i t y

Curves in the Madera Ranchos is
for sale . Drastical ly Reduced.
Please cal l Jennifer at 645-6193
or 232-1801.

C o n s t r u c t i o n

New construction, remodels, room
addit ions, barns and patios. Call
559-970-4476 or 559-645-4033.

Day Care Services

Engeleman Family Child Care has
openings for students . Licensed -
Bonadelle Ranchos area. Call 645-
6872.

For Rent

For Rent - 4BR/2BA New Home,
on Ave. 12 - 2,200 sq. f t . $1,500.
per mo. Call 999-9005.

For Rent - 3BR/2BA - With pool
on 1/2 acre . $1,700. per mo. Call
905-7780.

For Sale

For Sale - Toy Poodle Puppies -
Regis tered AKC. 2 Black Male @
$475 ea. 1 Apricot Female @ $675.
Ready to take home 9/30/09 .
www.kyhranch.com or cal l 559-
645-1087.

For Sale - Baby items - Bassinet ,
Swings , Dresser /Changing tab le
combo. Many misc . i tems . Cal l
645-1094 or 706-1347.

For Sale - Antique quality furni-
ture, dishes and much more. Call
645-1770.

For Sale - 5th wheel trailer - 36 1/2 ft.
long with 4 slide outs. Asking $35,000.
Call for detai ls 559-645-4948.

For Sale - Queen PILLOWTOP Mat-
tress/Box, Brand New In Package. Cost
$700. Sacrifice $225. Call 230-0486.

For Sale - BDRM - Thomasville Quality!
Sleigh Bed, Nightstand, Dresser, Chest.
Solid Cherrywood! Cost $8k Sacrifice
$1,750. New in Boxes! Call 277-2511.

For Sale - All New King PILLOWTOP
Mattress/Box, In Plastic W/Warranty,
Cost $900. Sacrifice $325. Call 438-0248.

For Sale - Pool Table - Solid Wood
W/Carved Legs, 1" Slate, Leather Pockets,
Never Used/W/Accessories. Cost $5k Sac-
rifice $1,475. Can Deliver. Call 275-8813.

For Sale - 1989 Kawasaki Mule 1000
utility vehicle. Asking $2,000. Call 559-
645-4948 for details.

G r o u p F o r m i n g

A l o c a l C h r i s t i a n B u s i n e s s
G r o u p i s b e i n g f o r m e d i n
t h e R a n c h o s . T h e g r o u p ,
m a d e u p o f l o c a l b u s i n e s s
p e o p l e , w i l l m e e t f o r l u n c h
a n d d i s c u s s b i b l i c a l p r i n c i -
p l e s a s t h e y r e l a t e t o m o d e r n
l i f e , s p e c i f i c a l l y i n t h e R a n -
c h o s . L u n c h w i l l b e h e l d a t
t h e R a n c h o s C a f e o n t h e s e c -
o n d F r i d a y o f e a c h m o n t h .
T h e n e x t m e e t i n g w i l l b e
F r i d a y , O c t . 9 a t 1 1 : 3 0 a . m .
F o r m o r e i n f o c a l l B o b a t
3 2 4 - 1 1 4 4 o r R a n d y a t 6 4 5 -
0 6 3 4 .

G u t t e r S e r v i c e s

T h e G u t t e r D o c t o r s p e c i a l i z -
i n g i n b o t h c o n t i n u o u s a n d
s t a n d a r d r a i n g u t t e r s . G e n e r a l
C o n t r a c t o r - R e p a i r M a i n t e -
n a n c e . 2 9 y e a r s w o r k i n g i n t h e
a r e a . C a l l 5 5 9 - 8 2 2 - 2 7 5 9 .

H a n d y m a n S e r v i c e s

O. HANDYMAN - Need fans in-
s ta l led , spr inklers , l igh t e lec t r i -
ca l , p lumbing , or any handyman
chores? Call Ohan for free est i -
mates . 559-645-4583.

H e l p Wa n t e d

Help Wanted - Horse stall cleaning -
Part time after school. $7 per hour. Must
be reliable and work independently. Rd.
37/Ave.16 area. Call 645-1087.

Help Wanted - The Ranchos Inde-
pendent is looking for a solid
worker to call on advertising ac-
counts to maintain relationships and
develop new business. Please call
645-0634.

Home/Yard/Ranch Services

NEED AFFORDABLE, BUT RELI-
ABLE HOME, YARD OR RANCH
HELP? Landscaping, hauling, tree and
brush trimming/removal, home improve-
ment, general labor, etc. Call Luke
today! 559-367-5881.

Housecleaning Services

House Cleaning Service - Have
your house Spring-cleaned all year
long. Experience, responsible, hon-
est. Fair prices. Call 363-2615.

House/Spring Cleaning. Move
in/move out cleaning. Animal si t-
t ing. House si t t ing. Weekly or bi-
weekly. References available. Call
Cheryl at AAA Chores & More.
559-718-9605.

Housecleaning - 20 years experi-
ence - Honest, reliable, references.
Call Rachael at 822-3330.

M e s s a g e T h e r a p y

Massage Therapy available at Curves
in Madera Ranchos. Only $50 for 1
hour. Call for appointment or come in
to purchase a gift card. Call Julie Kent
at 559-351-2478.

P a i n t i n g S e r v i c e s

P a i n t i n g S e r v i c e s - 4 0 y e a r s o f
e x p e r i e n c e . L i c e n s e d a n d i n -
sured . Frank Kramer Exter iors .
L ic . #273099 . Cal l 645-4113 .

T r a c t o r S e r v i c e s

Tractor work , d i sc ing , ro to t i l l -
i ng , weed cu t t ing . Bobca t work ,
d r i l l ing pos t ho les , t r ees , t r ench-
ing and c lean ups . Cal l Nea l a t
645-1200 or 285-8211.

T r a c t o r w o r k , h o u s e p a d s ,
l o t l e v e l i n g , d r i v e w a y s ,
t r e n c h i n g , c o n c r e t e w o r k
a n d u n d e r g r o u n d u t i l i t i e s
i n s t a l l e d . C a l l 5 5 9 - 9 7 0 -
4 4 7 6 o r 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 0 3 3 .

Window Clean ing Serv i ce s

W i n d o w c l e a n i n g s p e c i a l .
M o s t w i n d o w s $ 5 i n s i d e / o u t .
S c r e e n , t r a c k a n d s i l l s i n -
c l u d e d . H a r d w a t e r s t a i n a n d
c o b w e b r e m o v a l a v a i l a b l e .
F u l l y i n s u r e d . C a l l N i c k a t
2 8 5 - 1 7 2 3 . F r e e e s t i m a t e s .

T O A D V E R T I S E
C A L L 6 4 5 - 0 6 3 4
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VELVET TOUCH
CAR WASH

& DETAIL

645-6630
37075 AVE. 12 • MADERA RANCHOS

B.M.T.
Computer Repair

(559) 917-4507
• Sales & Service

• In-Home Service
Sé Habla Español

Microsoft Cerified Pro

Retired FPD 26 yr.
Ca. Lic.#79328

Certifications:
A+/Network +

Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.

Ever Growing For Your Needs

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Business Pager

Wayne Jones

645-8528 489-7859

VVaalllleeyy  GGrreeeenn
HHyyddrroosseeeeddiinngg

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

Store hours: 
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

ROGER PRATER
CONCRETE

Residential & Commercial
38 years experience

Lic. # 599235

(559) 645-0911
(559) 645-0916

AWNINGS
& Lonas Del Valle

559-313-8407

Specializing in Awnings
Recovers • Repairs Tarps • Lonas 

License #B0006328

Residential Sales
Real Estate Investments

License Training
Cell 706-3162
559-297-3770
559-297-3776

office

fax

Kellner & Sons’ Properties
Tom Kellner
owner/broker

645-1918
www.hartsphotographs.com

• Professional
photography

• Personalized
unique gifts

• Gift certificates

Jo-De DRILLING

& TRACTOR SERVICE

667744--77777700
HARDPAN DRILLING

• Industrial
• General

• Farm
• Mig
• Tig
• Stick
• Certified

• Portable

Welding & Fabrication
call JERRY   CLARK • 706-3865

MZC

HIGH QUALITY

555599--445544--88006600

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING   

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER
INSURED

LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

since1970

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Full Service
• Equipment

• Supplies
• Residential • Commercial

• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing
Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
338811--55887799

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Notary in the
Ranchos!

CERTIFIED ARBORIST

645-TREE
(8733)

• Artful Pruning
• Removals
• Disease
Management

IInntteerrlloocckkiinngg  PPaavveerrss

444422--11999999444422--11999999
nnootthhiinngg  oouuttllaassttss  ppaavveerrss!!

www.rlacyinterlockpavers.com

Lic. #306511

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in Re-
paints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal

Color Matching

We’ve Got YOU Covered
BUSINESS • AUTO

HOME • FARM
HEALTH

BUSINESS • AUTO
HOME • FARM

HEALTH

Tony
Garcia   
call

645-1792
341-2002
431-3072
Lic. #OG11001

tony@valleyagins.com
Valley Ag Insurance

h

c

w

LIC. #313070

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL
EXTERIOR
INTERIOR

“We cover 
your

problems!”

674-2320

Gerald Scheffing
Painting

KNIGHT &DAY
COMPUTERS

645-0122
• NEW AND USED LAPTOPS •

• PRINTERS • PARTS •

repairs experience

& Chuck’s Transmission

664455--44447755

Ranchos Auto Repair
+ A/C SERVICE

HOUSE/SPRING CLEANING
ANIMAL SITTING TOO!

559-718-9605
AAAAAA  CCHHOORREESS  &&  MMOORREE

House Need Cleaning?
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664455--11557788

Jeff Clark

• GM, H1 & ASE Master Certified
• General Automotive Repairs
• Hot Rod Customizing & Lowering

Clark’s Performance

664455--11557788

Business Directory 

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) An offer to help with a stalled project should reassure you that you have a
workable plan in spite of the problems in getting it up and running. The week's end brings more positive news.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) A past problem about a workplace situation re-emerges early in the
week. Talking things out helps ease tensions by midweek, but some hurt feelings could linger a few more days.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Optimistic aspects dominate your efforts. However, expect to confront
some criticism, some of which might be valid, so keep an open mind. But overall, it's your views that
will count.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Social interaction with new people, especially on the job, could be a bit
strained in the early part of the week. But the awkwardness passes as you get to know each other better.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Expect news about a follow-up to a workplace change that could make
a difference in your career path. Meanwhile, new friends widen the circle for all you Social Lions who
love to party.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Enjoy your well-earned plaudits for a job well done. But
be aware that some people might not share your colleagues' admiration, and you might have to work
harder to win them over.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) It's a good week to recheck your probably already
overlong "to do" list and decide what to keep and what to discard. Lose the clutter and focus your
energy on what's really important.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) This is a good time to take a new perspective on what
you've been offered. Expanding your view could help to uncover any plusses or minuses that weren't
apparent at first.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Applying the usual methods to this week's unique
challenges might not work too well. Instead, use your creativity to find a way to resolve any impasse
that develops.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) So what if fate throws some obstacles in your path
this week? Just keep in mind that the sure-footed and resolute Goat can get past any barrier by focus-
ing on the goals up ahead. 

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) This week calls for better communication w i t h
peop l e in both your private life and the workplace. Start by asking questions, and then pay
close attention to the answers.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Potentially beneficial workplace changes could be closer
than you realize. Make sure you know what's going on so that you're not left high and dry when the
good things happen.
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559-645-1102
36754 Ave. 12 #101 • Madera, CA 93636

Eileen Tiso - Owner
Resale • Foreclosures • Rentals

Property Management Available 

You're not timid about pushing to have your aims realized
once you've set your mind to accomplishing your goals.
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FREE ESTIMATES
LIC. #B0008113

(559) 645-0634  
Today!
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JEAN BRINER
HEATHER COFFEY

IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR MORE SALES TOMORROW, CALL 
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flooring & home repair
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crown molding • more!
light painting & plumbing
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645-1914

Service, Inc.

Professional Pet Care 
When You Can’t Be There
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Accredited • Insured • Bonded
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1. MUSIC: Who played the drums in
the '60s pop music band "The Mon-
kees"?
2. MEDICAL TERMS: What does it
mean to suffer from "dysorexia"?
3. AD SLOGANs: Which airline asked
customers in its advertising to "fly the
friendly skies"?
4. PSYCHOLOGY: If someone had
lachanophobia, what would he or she be
afraid of?
5. ANIMAL KINGDOM: How many
teeth does an adult pig have?
6. HISTORY: Which war of the 20th
century was the first in which poison
gas was used?
7. FAMOUS QUOTES: Which come-
dian once said, "I was married by a
judge. I should have asked for a jury"?
8. GEOGRAPHY: What country's basic
monetary unit is the rand?
9. LITERATURE: Who wrote the first
American dictionary?
10. ENTERTAINERS: What was Gene
Wilder's birth name?

1.MickeyDolenz
2.Reducedappetite
3.UnitedAirlines
4.Fearofvegetables
5.44
6.WorldWarI(1915)
7.GrouchoMarx
8.SouthAfrica
9.NoahWebster
10.JeromeSilberman

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

(c) 2009 King Features Synd., Inc.
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SSuuppeerr Crosswordby Dave T. Phipps
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559-363-9095
ranchos.community@gmail.com

What can the Ranchos do about the

emptying of the Ranchos’ water?

There are answers!

How can we help ourselves? How can we manage our resources?

Where will the Ranchos be without water?

Where will we get water we don’t have?

The Ranchos has no representation on the Integrated Regional Water Management Plan (IRWMP)

for Madera County, the group that holds the future of the Ranchos’ water −

Will we be left behind? Are we in or are we out?

(this is a paid advertisement)
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