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Vulcan’s Austin Quarry
enters the next phase of its

controversial life with a
lawsuit filed against it

and Madera County
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Homecoming
King, Queen

Crowned at LHS

Brett Cazares (left) and Jamie Lewis
were named the Liberty High School Home-
coming king and queen at halftime of Lib-
erty's 35-20 victory over Washington Union
on Oct. 21. Photo by Tyler Takeda.

Low-Cost Flu Shots
Annual low-cost flu shots, spon-

sored by the Madera County Depart-
ment of Public Health, are coming to
the Ranchos Thursday, Oct. 27 from
noon to 1:30 p.m. at the Ranchos
Market, 37405 Ave. 12. The cost is
only $5 or FREE with a Medicare
card. You must be 12 years old or
older. For more info call 675-7893.

By Randy Bailey

lawsuit was filed on Oct. 12
against Madera County, the
Madera County Board of Supervi-

sors, Calmat Company (d.b.a. Vulcan
Materials Company), and landowner
William Michael Urruitia. The lawsuit
was filed on behalf of the Madera Over-
sight Coalition.

At the heart of the lawsuit is the ul-
timate disposition of the Austin Quarry
which is being proposed by Vulcan for
the southwest corner of Highway 41 and
Highway 145. After being approved by a
3-2 vote by the County’s Planning Com-
mission in July, the project moved for-
ward to a Board of Supervisors Meeting
on Sept. 12. At that meeting, in excess of
200 concerned citizens showed up to
present their reasons for having the
Board vote “no” on the quarry. After an
all-day, and often contentious, Board
Meeting, the Board of Supervisors ulti-
mately voted in favor of the quarry proj-
ect by a vote of 3-2 with Supervisors
Brett Frazier and Max Rodriguez casting
the “no” votes.

Lawsuit Filed
One month later, the Madera Over-

sight Coalition (MOC) filed the lawsuit
with the Superior Court of Madera
County. In Part 10 of the Introduction,
MOC contends: “Because of the FEIR’s
[Final Environmental Impact Report’s]
numerous flaws, and other errors in the
deliberation process, the County abused
its discretion and violated CEQA [Cali-
fornia Environmental Quality Act] and
the Government Code when it certified
the FEIR and approved the Project and
related approvals. Additionally, there
was insufficient substantial evidence to
support the approval and/or findings with
respect to the other related County ap-
provals. Petitioners are therefore asking
this Court to issue a Peremptory Writ of
Mandate directing the County to set aside
its certification of the FEIR and its re-
lated decisions and findings regarding the
Project. Petitioners further ask the Court
to issue an injunction or a stay concern-
ing any construction related activities at
quarry site.” A Writ of Mandate that
MOC is seeking is defined as a final
order of a court to any governmental
body, government official or a lower
court to perform an act the court finds is
an official duty required by law. In this
case, the ultimate goal is to shut the
whole Austin project down.

Remedies Exhausted
Further in the lawsuit MOC explains

that it had “exhausted all of its adminis-
trative remedies” by stating “Petitioners

participated actively throughout the ad-
ministrative process that led to Madera
County's decision to certify the FEIR for
the Project and make the related land use
approvals. Petitioners submitted their
comment letters ... Described in those
letters and further addressed by Petition-
ers in their oral comments were deficien-
cies in the DEIR [Draft Environmental
Impact Report] and the FEIR. These let-
ters and comments were presented to the
Planning Commission and Board of Su-
pervisors before or at the various public
hearings on the Project. Petitioners raised
the issues with the County which are de-
scribed in part in this Petition and in their
comment letters ... and thereby exhausted
their administrative remedies pursuant to
Public Resources Code section 21177.”

Ultimately what the lawsuit states is
that the County made bad decisions
based on faulty information. In Part VI,
Section 27 MOC contends: “The fail-
ure to adequately mitigate many of the
significant impacts of this Project, the
insufficient facts and data due to erro-
neous information, inaccurate conclu-
sions and mitigation, make it
impossible for the County to make
the findings necessary to approve a
Statement of Overriding Considera-
tion, the findings necessary to ap-
prove an Environmental Impact
Report under CEQA, or the Condi-
tional Use Permits and Variance
approved as part of this project.”

Bottom Line
The whole thrust of the law-

suit was summed up in Part VIII
in Section 58. “The FEIR was
fundamentally flawed because
meaningful public review was

precluded, and thus should have been re-
vised and recirculated. The Respondents
have proceeded without, or in excess of,
jurisdiction; and there was prejudicial
abuse of discretion because the Respon-
dents have not proceeded in the manner
required by law, decisions are not sup-
ported by the findings and the findings
are not supported by substantial evi-
dence. Additionally, Petitioners allege
that they were deprived of a fair trial and
due process because of the way the hear-
ing was conducted and the bias of the
members of the Board.”

In a separate legal action, Shimmick
Construction Company, Inc., the parent
company of the Madera Quarry, also filed
a lawsuit on Oct. 13 against Madera
County and Vulcan. The contents of its suit

mirrors the MOC suit.

Vulcan’s Austin Quarry
enters the next phase of its

controversial life with a
lawsuit filed against it

and Madera County

A

The cover sheet for the lawsuit brought by MOC.

Click on “Local News” at

Feeling Lucky?
Ally Bank is leaving 10 “lucky pen-

nies” worth $1,000 each in the cities of
Austin, Charlotte, Chicago, Denver, De-
troit, Los Angeles, Miami, New York,
San Diego and Washington, D.C. They
are all being placed in high-traffic,
pedestrian areas.

The Ally pennies are slightly larger
than typical pennies, feature the bank’s
logo on the front and bear a redemption
code on the back that the finder can use
by visiting AllyLuckyPenny.com by
Dec. 31 to claim the $1,000 prize.
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NEWHOURS!OPEN LATEMON-SUN
FOR WORKINGPEOPLELIKE YOU!10/16

3VFeed.com • facebook.com/3VFeed • Quality & Customer Service is Our Motto • 3VFeed.com
2% cash back • does your feed store do that? • 2% cash back • does your feed store do that?

2%cashback•doesyourfeedstoredothat?•2%cashback•doesyourfeedstoredothat?
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Current Hay Prices per Bale (subject to change)

Orchard Grass .....................................................
Orchard/Rye .........................................................
Bermuda Grass ...................................................
Alfalfa ...................................................................
Forage ..................................................................
Oat Hay ...............................................................
Straw .....................................................................
Cattle Oat Hay .....................................................

$21.99
$18.99
$10.99
$10.75
$ 9.99
$ 8.99
$ 7.99
$ 5.99 (and up)

3V Feed is your premier hay supplier of Alfalfa,
Orchard Grass, Oat Hay, Timothy Hay, Wheat

Hay, Sudan Grass, Straw and others!

Hours: Monday-Saturday 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.; Sunday 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Madera Ranchos We are YOUR Store!

all prices exp. 11/30/16 except where noted and are subject to change

KING SENIOR
horse feed

$5 OFF
on your 3rd bag

GMO FREE
Alfalfa Pellets

$375/ton
Winter Horse
BLANKETS

15% OFF
RAILROAD

TIES
$6.99and up

HUGE
selection of
TARPS

Looking to plant

available now!
OAT & FORAGE SEED

starting at$3.99
Diamond

DOG FOOD

OAT HAY?

Extreme Athlete
$10 OFFper bag

Lay
Pellets

50 LB. Bags
$10.99

Roundup
$39.99

concentrate

1 GAL makes 100 GALs

HORSE
DE-WORMER

BUY 2 GET 1
FREE

Ivermax

WOOD STOVE
PELLETS

$279/TON

GreatHay DeliveryPrices!$45 per Stack

FALL INTO SAVINGS!

The Golden Valley Chamber of Com-
merce has announced that 38 of its mem-
bers have belonged to the 20-year-old
organization for nine years or more. Four
members, Virginia Vick, Bill Whyman,

Golden Valley
Chamber Notes
Members’ Years

Ollia Ridge and Kent Ridge, have been with
the Chamber since it opened 20 years ago.
After them the longstanding members are:
15 YEARS: Cobb Ranch • 14 YEARS:
Pizza Factory • 13 YEARS: Delk Pest Con-
trol, Madera Center Community College,
Bricker Construction, Dobra Sela Proper-
ties, Elaine’s Pet Resort, Golden Valley
Unified School District, Greenleaf Orchard,
Gunner Ranch, Jerry Eddings Realtors,
Ranchos Kiwanis Club, Madera County

Department of Social Services, Madera
County Economic Development, Margaret
A. Thomas CPA, Paramount Agricultural
Management, Pistoresi Ambulance,
Provost & Pritchard Inc., Ranchos Dental
Care, Ranchos/Hills Seniors, Rio Del Sol
Madera Ranch, Sol Development, Valley
Childrens Health Care • 11 YEARS: Cali-
fornia Association of Independent Busi-
ness, Diana Tucker – Notary & Massage
Therapist • 10 YEARS: Fernwood Gardens,

North Fork Rancheria, Now & Again Thrift
& Gift, PG&E, The Ranchos Independent •
9 YEARS: Silvas Auto Body, Valley
Propane, Valley Yellow Pages, Vulcan Ma-
terials.

The Chamber is a non-profit organiza-
tion that seeks to improve the business cli-
mate for area businesses as well as being an
organizing entity for the betterment of the
Madera Ranchos community. The Cham-
ber can be reached at 645-4001.
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Click on “Local News” at

WIN FREE PROPANE!

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________
Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2017. Delivery must be by August 31, 2017.

Must be a Valley Propane customer.

WIN 125 GALLONS OF PROPANE

MMAAIILL  TTOO::  VVaalllleeyy  PPrrooppaannee  ••  3377222211  AAvvee..  1122  ##11DD
MMaaddeerraa,,  CCAA  9933663366
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Letters

Dear Editor:
I am a parent in the GVUSD school sys-

tem with children at Sierra View, Ranchos
Middle School and Liberty High Schools.
I’ve known Andy Wheeler for approximately
10 years and support him for GVUSD Area
3 School Board Trustee. Andy is a man of
character and his commitment to his family is
a reflection of his values. 

Andy, like many of us, has been busy
raising children while others kept an eye on
the issues of the GVUSD school board.
Much to our disappointment things had be-
come sorely in disarray and required an in-
creased focus and engagement from all of
residents of the Ranchos. Andy stepped up
and was an active participant in bringing
things back into order, pushing forward the
agenda of the community. Andy is now will-
ing to take an even bigger step on behalf of
our community and serve on the Board of
Trustees. Andy has shown a consistent com-
mitment to our community and exhibited the
tenacity to engage with, and challenge, our
district to meet the needs of all of our chil-
dren.

While needing additional supports in
specific areas, our smaller district consis-
tently raises the bar at all local academic lev-
els. GVUSD continues to send graduates out
into the world engaging in the finest learning
environments toward success. Most of us
know that Common Core requirements and
the transition of learning systems has created
a log jam for teachers and students alike.
These state-mandated requirements will re-
quire some experienced advocates working
at the larger, state level while our board’s re-
sponsibilities lie within advocating for our
kids in the present. 

In the past Andy rolled up his sleeves
and advocated passionately for his children.
This process has not been easy, sometimes
feathers get ruffled and compromises need to
be made, but in the end our district becomes
better for the process. Andy’s tenacity, grit
and willingness to put it all out there on be-
half of his child’s educational experience is
honorable. Andy fought hard for his child; I
am convinced he will do the same for your
child, and mine.

Sincerely,
Kevin Alvey
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:
Proposition 57, the “Public Safety and

Rehabilitation Act of 2016,” is bad law. Its
proponents claim that it focuses resources on
keeping dangerous criminals behind bars,
when in fact it lets them out of prison early.

If Proposition 57 passes, it would allow
the immediate release of 16,000 dangerous
criminals. These criminals will be rapists,
human traffickers, hostage takers, sex of-
fenders and arsonists, all who have caused
great injury to citizens in California. The list
of inmates who will be let out of prison early
under Proposition 57 include violent persons
who have committed crimes against all types
of victims in California. The victims of the
soon to be freed inmates include children,
homeowners, business people and senior cit-
izens. The proposition does not limit the re-
lease of murderers, drive by shooters, or
individuals causing injury through hate
crimes (if you really think about it, crime –
all crime – is really hate crime). It appears
from this proposition that the Governor does
not believe that serious crime exists in Cali-
fornia. 

The people who support Proposition 57
point out that these inmates would be let out
for good behavior and rehabilitation. How-
ever, I say that if they first displayed good be-
havior and attempted to educate themselves
by taking advantage of our public school sys-
tem, they never would have been put in state
prison in the first place.

Since January 2014, I have found that
my going to parole hearings and sending sea-
soned prosecutors to the hearings that I can-
not attend, has resulted in denial for almost
every Madera County inmate that has come
up for a parole release. I believe inmates
should serve their original sentence as pun-
ishment. That would act as a deterrent for the
good of society.

The second practice Proposition 57
changes, is direct filing complaints against ju-
venile defendants. It would require a court
hearing to determine if the youth may be
transferred to adult court, no matter what his
or her age. This concept will not provide any
additional justice for the juvenile and will fur-
ther clog our overburdened criminal courts.
Direct filing in appropriate juvenile cases
should be determined by the elected County
District Attorney.

It is ridiculous to file against an individ-
ual who is 18 years and one day old in Supe-
rior Court when his or her friend, who is three
days younger, gets a full hearing in Juvenile
Court, before the case ever goes to trial.

Bad laws, such as Proposition 57, will
only hurt victims and put innocent individu-
als in jail, when at the same time letting the
truly violent criminals out of jail.

Please join me in protecting my family
and yours by voting NO on Proposition 57.
David A. Linn, Madera County D.A.
Madera

Please see LETTERS on P. 9
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By Rich Lowry

The Charlotte rioters didn't know
whether the controversial police shoot-
ing of Keith Scott was justified or not,
and didn't care.

They worked their mayhem --
trashing businesses and injuring cops,
with one protester killed in the disor-
der -- before anything meaningful
could be ascertained about the case ex-
cept that the cops said Scott had a gun
and his family said he didn't.

Charlotte is the latest episode in
the evidence-free Black Lives Matter
movement that periodically erupts in
violence after officer-involved shoot-
ings. The movement is beholden to a
narrative of systematic police racism to
which every case is made to conform,
regardless of the facts or logic.

It doesn't matter if the police offi-
cer is an African-American with an un-
blemished record and numerous
character witnesses. This describes
Brentley Vinson, the officer who fa-
tally shot Keith Scott.

It doesn't matter if the victim dis-
obeys the police in a tense situation
and acts in a potentially threatening
manner. Despite cops with guns drawn
yelling orders at him (and his wife
shouting, "Don't you do it"), Scott ex-
ited his vehicle and approached offi-
cers without raising his hands.

It doesn't matter if the allegedly

unarmed victim turns out to have been
armed. Everything points to Scott hav-
ing had a gun, even though the family
insists he had a book (the police didn't
find one at the scene).

The police dashcam and body-
camera video of the Scott shooting is
inconclusive but broadly supportive of
the police story. The police recovered
an ankle holster and a pistol at the
scene. Lab results showed Scott's fin-
gerprints and DNA were on the
weapon.

It doesn't necessarily mean he did
anything wrong in this instance, but
Scott also has a long rap sheet includ-
ing weapons offenses, lending addi-
tional credence to the idea that he had a
gun.

These facts didn't penetrate the
Black Lives Matter narrative of the
Scott shooting. Such facts never do.
The narrative is immune to complica-
tion or ambiguity, let alone contradic-
tion. Every police-involved shooting
of a black man is taken, ipso facto, to
confirm that the police are racists.
When the evidence in any particular
instance makes it obvious that the nar-
rative is a lie or a gross oversimplifi-
cation -- e.g., in Ferguson or the
Freddie Gray tragedy -- the movement
simply moves on to the next case, as
reckless as before.

It is increasingly hard to deny that
the movement is anti-police. When any

Riot First, Ask Questions Later

“Together, after 50 years of
taking power
away from the
hands of the

people in
their states

and local
communities,

we have
started

returning
power and

resources to
them.”

Guest Editorial

evidence supporting the police is disre-
garded, and rioters hurl insults and ob-
jects at officers whose only offense is
trying to maintain public order at a
protest, the agenda is clear.

After an event like Charlotte, a
more responsible movement would
keep the pressure on for more facts and
wouldn't indict police conduct without
them. It would have a healthy skepti-
cism about both the official version of
events and the version of bereaved rel-
atives. It would embrace peaceful
protest as warranted, and avoid any-
thing to bring discredit to itself or en-
danger wholly innocent police
officers.

But that movement would be
something else entirely. In Charlotte,
as in so many other places, it was riot
first, and ask questions later.

Rich Lowry i s ed i tor o f the
National Review.

(c) 2016 by King Features Synd., Inc.



Click on “Local News” at

10
/1

6

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
• Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com
I s tumbled across an ar t ic le

the other day , wr i t ten about a
year ago , about the implementa-
t ion of t r igger warnings in the
classrooms of American universi-
t ies . For those who don’ t know,
t r igger warnings are warnings a
professor gives to s tudents pr ior
to a lesson or lec ture when the
mater ia l be ing covered might i l -
l ic i t a s trong, emotional response
from students . This gives the stu-
dent an oppor tuni ty to avoid the
mater ia l so as to not f ind them-
se lves in a s i tua t ion tha t may
have them rel iv ing the i r pas t
t rauma. The ar t ic le ra i l s aga ins t
th i s in i t ia t ive and expla ins how
such a prac t ice ac tua l ly harms
s tudents in te l lec tua l ly and psy-
chologica l ly , and is bas ica l ly
producing a
g r a d u a t i n g
class of whiny,
over ly sens i -
t ive l i t t l e ba-
b ies . I ’m
p a r a p h r a s i n g
tha t las t par t .
S t i l l , the au-
thors are men
af te r my own
heart .

I ’ve been in
a c lass room
where the pro-
fessor i ssued a
t r igger warn-
ing . We were going to watch a
documentary wi th in tense im-
agery and foul language, specif i -
ca l ly about female ana tomy. A
couple of people le f t . I thought
the warning was unnecessary; we
were al l adul ts in the room and it
was a Women’s Studies c lass
af te r a l l and t ru thful ly i t wasn’ t
any more offens ive than rap
lyr ics or jus t about every big-
budget Hol lywood f i lm made in
the pas t decade . Actua l ly , i t
seemed ra ther tame in compar i -
son . In tha t same class we also
s tudied gender mut i la t ion and
were required to wri te a research
paper on the subject . There was a
tr igger warning for this as well .

Did I mention that the profes-
sor was one of those hippie , l ib-
eral types?

In any event, again there were
a couple of s tudents who opted

Triggering Trigger Warnings

out . I ’ve of ten wondered what
they were a l lowed to use as the
topics of the i r research papers
s ince they didn’ t have the s tom-
ach to handle the ser ious s tuf f .
Perhaps they wrote a dia t r ibe
about Disney and how the misog-
yny found in al l Disney movies is
f igurat ive geni ta l mut i la t ion and
we should immedia te ly disband

the Disney
company, a l l
cong lomera t e s ,
put the CEO
behind bars and
turn Disneyland
into a sanctuary
for everyone
who has ever
had the i r fee l -
ings hur t by
someone who
s e l f - i d e n t i f i e s
as a man.

I can see
the benefi t of a
tr igger warning

i f I happen to be tak ing a Home
Economics c lass and the teacher
decides to play the movie Saw in
order to demonstrate to the class
how not to butcher a carcass . I
would say that’s a l i t t le off topic,
wouldn’ t you? However , when
you’re in a Women’s Studies
c lass you are going to s tudy is -
sues relevant to women, and some
of those issues are diff icul t . War
is agoniz ing . . . I wonder how
those s tudents handled the his -
tory requi rement? Hope none of
them want to be gynecologists , or
prac t ice law, or even journal i sm
les t they take only s issy s tor ies
and avoid homicides , assaul ts , or
heck, any stor ies involving crime
or basical ly anything where they
might have to dea l wi th some-
th ing yucky. Educat ion is not

Sadly, you can’t avoid
being of fended in or out of
col lege , and tr igger warn-
ings only serve to coddle stu-
dents and i l l -prepare them
for a l i fe outs ide of mother
university’s protective womb.
The real world doesn’t come
with tr igger warnings , so
suck it up, buttercup.

Please see GEN WHY on P. 7

Page 6

www.ranchosdental.net

10/16

559-645-5320

37144 Ave. 12, Suite 104
Madera Ranchos

Matthew Pia, D.D.S.

“Thank you for an amazing
20 years Madera Ranchos!”

Happy 20thAnniversary
Ranchos Dental Care & Orthodontics

Our dedicated Doctor and Staff look forward to many
more years of making smiles beautiful and bright.
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instead we recommend Sherwin-Williams
ELASTOMERIC COATING

included in your price: All necessary carpentry work • Stucco repair
In Business Since 1970 • BBB A+ rated • Lic. #273099
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about avoid ing dis turb ing topics ;
i t ’ s about learn ing to cr i t ica l ly
think about them and use these les-
sons as oppor tuni t ies for growth
and advancement .

What’s tha t o ld saying? Don’ t
teach students what to think, teach
them how to think. Where has that
gone? Here we are in the 21st cen-
tury and col leges seem to be too
busy t ry ing to turn out the next
generat ion of lef ty act ivis ts to ac-
tua l ly turn out f ree- th inking indi -
v idua ls . I guess d ivers i ty doesn’ t
count i f you disagree with the l ib-
era l univers i ty sys tem. Where did
these supposed educators ge t the
idea tha t s tudents need to be pro-
tected from anything that might be
painful or di f f icul t? Ins tead, le t ’s
le t them find out the t ru th about
the big bad world when they work
for a boss who doesn’ t give a f ly-
ing- t r igger -warning about what -
ever t raumat ic event makes them
hate the word “violate .” (That’s an
example in the ar t ic le , by the way,
tha t professors have been advised
to avoid us ing the word “vio la te”
because i t may dis t ress some stu-
dents . That ought to be a fun chal-

lenge for law professors) . Can we
real ly not expect col lege s tudents
to put on their grown up underoos
and deal with the tough stuff? We
are a l lowing mi l l ions of young
people to go in to cr ippl ing debt
jus t to come out the other s ide a
bunch of sp ine less je l lyf i sh tha t
can’ t take cr i t ic i sm, or a joke ap-
parent ly .

I ge t tha t people go through
dis turb ing and horrendous th ings ,
many times at the hands of fel low
human beings . Most people have
t rauma of some sor t or o ther in
the i r l ives , but the idea tha t pro-
fessors have to be carefu l of how
they teach because i t might se t
someone off i s lud icrous . I f you
are that sensi t ive, perhaps col lege
isn’ t the place for you. Sadly, you
can’ t avoid being offended in or
out of col lege , and t r igger warn-
ings only serve to coddle students
and i l l -prepare them for a l i fe out-
s ide of mother univers i ty’s protec-
t ive womb. The real world doesn’t
come wi th t r igger warnings , so
suck i t up, but tercup. You’re pay-
ing an arm and a leg to get a col -
lege degree , you might as wel l
learn someth ing whi le you’re
there.

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6
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www.chadstrucking.com ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •
HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •

HUMUS •
BARK •

CHIPS •
RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •

COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •

CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •559-645-5363
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY
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Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

10/16 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TTIIRREEDD  OOFF  PPAAYYIINNGG
FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
the Ranchos Independent

Recipes that are
a Crock!

by Jean BrinerHave you been out running er-
rands all afternoon and get home
with only half an hour to get some-
thing ready for dinner before going
to get the kids from their practices
and at two different fields? You
only have a couple of choices: Open
a can of soup and sandwiches or go
buy take out. If you had put some-
thing in the crockpot before you left
this morning, dinner would be
ready.

Do you have a crockpot, or what
some people call a “slow cooker,”
and it’s in the back of the cabinet? I
challenge you to get it out of the
cabinet and get it to use.

I have two crockpots: A small 1
½ quart and the standard 5 quart. I
love both of them but most of the
time, with just me, I use the smaller
one. The only thing with the smaller
one is it only
cooks on high,
but that isn’t a
problem when I
know I won’t be
away from the
house more than
three or four
hours. 

I love
corned beef and
cabbage. Every
March when corned beef goes on
sale I buy one and put it in my big
crock pot. However, I don’t cook
the cabbage in the crockpot because
I like crispy cabbage not over-
cooked from the crockpot. I cook
the corned beef in the crockpot for
8 – 10 hours and when it is done, I
slice the cabbage and put it in a
large frying pan with salt and pep-
per and some juices from the crock-
pot. Put a lid on the pan and let the
cabbage steam. This doesn’t take
long and I can control the doneness
of the cabbage. 

For my last month’s article, re-
membering Brenda, my late niece,
her daughter sent me a list of her fa-
vorite meals. On that list was Beef
Stroganoff but I wasn’t able to in-
clude a recipe in my article because
I just didn’t have the space. The
other day Randy was telling me how
good a Beef Stroganoff recipe was
that they cooked in the crockpot. I

thought that was perfect – I’ll do
my article on crockpot recipes, and
include one of Brenda’s favorites. 

Crockpot Beef Stroganoff
1-2 lbs. cube steak, cut into

one-inch pieces or 1-2 lbs. stew
beef, cut into ½ inch pieces. 

2 cans condensed golden mush-
room soup (no substitutes!)

1 C chopped onion
1 Tb. Worcestershire sauce
1 14 oz. can beef broth
8 oz. button mushrooms,

cleaned and quartered (optional)
Salt and pepper to taste
4 ounces cream cheese, room

temperature
½ cup sour cream
In the crockpot, combine the

meat, soup, onion Worcestershire
sauce, beef
broth, mush-
rooms, salt and
pepper. Cook on
low for 5-6
hours. Stir in the
cream cheese
and sour cream
about half an
hour before
serving, stirring
every 10 minutes

or so to break up the cream cheese.
Serve over cooked egg noodles or
rice. (After the egg noodles have
cooked, I like to add them directly
into the crockpot for about half an
hour for the flavors to mingle and
thicken up a bit.) If the sauce is not
thick enough for you, add some
cornstarch and water. (Randy said it
will come out PLENTY thick. Also,
he used stew meat instead of cubed
steak and said it was awesome!)

I know you can cook most
things faster on the top of the stove
or in the oven, but you have to be
there to stir it or watch it while it is
coking. Just think of the things you
can or should be doing while your
food is cooking. The other advan-
tage to crockpot cooking is the
clean up after. When I make
spaghetti sauce on top of the stove
my pretty white stove looks like a

Do you have a crockpot, or
what some people call a “slow
cooker,” and it’s in the back of
the cabinet? I challenge you to
get it out of the cabinet and get
it to use.

Please see RECIPE on P. 13

Click on “Local News” at 

20 HP • 30 HP • 60 HP
120 HP Tractors

16 FT Dump Trailer

www.cowboystock.net

We have the size for your job!

209-652-9043
Call for an estimate
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Warren Parr's
message

is simple:
• I’m time tested
• Experienced
• 31 years in private
business • 24 years of
participation
as a community
member in the public
school system
• I have vision
• I want to bring
Vocational Education
to GVUSD • Dedication
• Attended hundreds of
GVUSD Board Meetings
• Leadership • Led and
managed the successful
2015 GVUSD recall

“I support Ag, Vocational Education, Local Control,
Financial Accountability and Traditional Values. The best

indicator of what someone will do in the future is what
they have done in the past. I HAVE A RECORD!"

Warren Parr with U.S.
Congressional candidate
Johnny Tacherra

Be sure to visit
Warren Parr for GVUSD School Board

on Facebook

Paid for by The Committee to Elect Warren Parr for GVUSD School Board
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Dear Editor:
I am writing in support of Golden Valley

Unified School board candidate Andy
Wheeler. Andy has lived in the Ranchos for
18 years with his wife Cari, sons Brockton,
Maxwell and niece Marquette. Andy is a pro-
fessional working in finance. As a professional
financial advisor for the last 17 years, Andy
has worked with budgets and bonds experi-
ence he can directly apply to our district. His
business background will be an asset to the
board and our schools. He understands the
growth that will be happening as the new sub-
divisions are built and his background in fi-
nance will aid the district with this growth and
its challenges.

Andy has coached sports in the Ran-
chos for eight years which is where I first
met Andy. My daughter Grace was on his
soccer team as a four year old. I was im-
pressed even then by his patience and will-
ingness to listen to the players and parents.
He has a calm and positive attitude that is
reflected in his coaching. Over the years,
Andy and his wife have been involved in
and supportive of football and soccer
booster clubs here in the Ranchos. Andy has
been involved in the local schools as his
sons have attended Webster, Ranchos Mid-
dle School and Liberty High School. Brock-
ton graduated two years ago from Liberty
High School and attends Fresno State.
Maxwell is a student at Liberty now. Andy
has served on several interview panels for
hiring teachers for GVUSD, especially
those involving special education.

Andy has been following board meetings
for several years by reviewing board minutes
and attending faithfully for more than a year.
He has studied how the board works together
and wants be a part of that collaboration. He
has a great desire to see our Ag program grow,
as it teaches not only science and agriculture,
but leadership and responsibility – skills that
will take our students far. Andy supports our
teachers. He wants to see quality teachers stay
so we can continue to improve programs and
academics, providing a quality education for
our students. He also wants to develop new
teachers so they become the quality teachers
of our future.

Andy Wheeler is a professional who will
bring years of financial experience to the
board. His sons have attended Golden Valley
schools and he has firsthand knowledge of
how the district works. Andy will listen to the
community and work with the board to do
what needs to be done. I see him as a positive
addition to our board. I trust his conservative
values and his ability to do what is the best for
our district. I believe Andy to be a thoughtful
and considerate man willing to look at and lis-
ten to all sides in any matter before making a
decision. My experience with Andy is that he

has a great love for our community, our kids
and our schools. His experience in finance as
well as being a parent of a past student and
current student make him well suited to be on
the GVUSD school board.

Please consider him when you vote for
GVUSD school board on Nov. 8.

Sincerely,
Candy Hall
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:
This is an open Letter to Madera County

District 5 Supervisor Tom Wheeler.
The hearing on Monday, Sept.12th to as-

sess the planning commission’s July approval
of the Austin Quarry was a travesty. When hy-
drologist and geographic experts for the citi-
zens opposing the project testified, they were
interrogated about their credentials, where
they’d received their educations and how
much experience they had. During testimony
concerning likely fractures in the rock adjacent
to the 400-foot pit and how they might ad-
versely affect water quality and availability,
you interrupted: “I’ve witched for water in that
area for years and I know where water is and
where it’s not.”

Local residents’ opinions were met with
equally condescending comments and ges-
tures. Why were you testifying? Your job is to
listen and only then make your decision. Your
testimony should have been stricken from the
record. We’d all been told, “Only those regis-
tered to speak would be allowed to do so.”
There were no such queries of proponents of
the project.

By your demeanor, you appear to have
had some previous conflicts with Bruce Gray
and the Madera Oversight Commission. My
thanks to M.O.C. for alerting me to the pro-
posed Austin Quarry. Madera County had not.
Not until after the planning commission’s ap-
proval.

You made it clear you felt we were just
lemmings to M.O.C.’s “fearful and mislead-
ing tactics.” Few of us attending the Board’s
hearing were M.O.C. members, just citizens
wishing to air concerns over the project’s ef-
fects on our health, safety and quality of life in
rural southeast Madera County. Contrary to
your apparent opinion, we are quite capable
of independent observation and making edu-
cated decisions, one of which is that you have
no respect for the concerns of your con-
stituents. As public servants on the Madera
County Board of Supervisors, you’ve all
taken oaths to act in the best interest of the
County and its residents. From where I sat,
that did not happen. Some supervisors had
made their minds up before the meeting
began. Several acted as though we were just

Please see LETTERS on P. 17

LETTERS cont. from P. 4
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By Betty Van Valkenburg

Broccoli
It’s been said that when conserva-

tives don’t like broccoli, they just don’t
eat it. When liberals/progressives don’t
like broccoli, they outlaw it.

Since many folks – both conserva-
tives and otherwise – actually want to eat
or grow broccoli, liberals/progressive
would say they aren’t really outlawing it,
they’re just regulating it (for our own
good, of course). First it must have a
warning label that it’s bad for our taste
buds. If that doesn’t work, it must be sold
only with a prescription because some
people may be allergic to it. Or it cannot
be sold across state lines, because ill-in-
formed states may not regulate the das-
tardly vegetable. Or
farm subsidies must
be withheld from
broccoli growers to
restrict the amount
grown. Or grants
must be given to
h a t e - b r o c c o l i
groups. Or broccoli
farmers must be
taxed out of exis-
tence. Or broccoli must be massively
taxed at the grocery store. Or “scientific
consensus” must state that broccoli causes
global constipation.

Kale
Conversely, if liberals/progressives

happen to like kale – or decide that it is
good for us, or get big donations from
kale growers, or claim that kale cultiva-
tion is somehow “good for the environ-
ment,” or come from kale-producing areas
whose voters support growers, or trade
votes with politicians from kale-produc-
ing areas for their own pet projects –
THEN they will make sure that we ALL
buy and eat kale.

Of course, they would not really
force us to buy kale (as Obamacare forces
us to buy insurance). After all, that would
be un-American and maybe even uncon-
stitutional. They just might require that all
other green veggies carry health warnings.
Or increase subsidies to kale growers. Or
make kale the entire bottom section of the
government’s food pyramid. Or fund Pub-
lic Service Announcements on the health

benefits of kale and the dangers of all
other green vegetables. Or lower the tax
on kale while increasing it on alternative
vegetables. Or give grants to grocery
stores that sell only kale or to kale pro-
ducers. Or find scientists who will state
that kale is the salvation of the universe.
Or promise free kale to everyone, much
like free education.

Politicians
Surprise! Politicians find ways to ma-

nipulate us like puppets in matters much
more consequential than favoring one
green vegetable over another, and then
they not only lie about it but insist that it’s
all for our own good. We are, it would ap-
pear, too dumb to think for ourselves and
too blind to see the strings attached to
their feel-good policies. For sure we are
too busy trying to make a living to keep
up with the politicians’ shenanigans.

And, another surprise, so-called con-
servatives play the same tricks as liber-
als/progressives and even socialists. It’s
hard to tell the difference as Republican
and Democrat labels become more and
more meaningless. Few in number are the
true conservatives who fight for Constitu-

tional principles,
limited government
and individual lib-
erty.

As this is writ-
ten, the presidential
election is still in the
future, but regardless
of the outcome not
much is likely to
change unless by

some miracle “We the People” stand up
and demand our right to be free from the
whims of political executives, legislators
and regulators. Hillary voters expect free
kale and Supreme Court Justices who will
insure it. Donald voters expect the free-
dom to eat foods of their own choosing,
as long as he governs by the rule of law
and not by his own whims.

Regardless of the elected president,
unless we pull the plug on the political
machines in Washington and Sacramento,
they will continue to grind out laws, reg-
ulations, grants, corruption and tax poli-
cies that keep us subservient to them.
Hillary is knee-deep in corruption and
Bernie-type socialism, and while Donald
makes some conservative proposals, he
seems to be consumed with his own ego.

We could be in for a bad case of na-
tional indigestion for which a healthy
dose of conservative activism is the only
cure. Pass the carrots and Maalox, please.

For information and resources,
please visit www.teapartypatriots.org.

Broccoli, Kale, and Politicians

We could be in for a bad case of
national indigestion for which a
healthy dose of conservative activism
is the only cure. Pass the carrots and
Maalox, please.
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Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting

Concrete Foundations & Flatwork 10
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Got a holding tank to fill?What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want towaste your precious well water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!

10
/1

6

Thanksgiving Right Around the Corner
Senior Report

By Patti Groh

What’s going on with the Ranchos/Hills Sen-
iors? Great stuff, of course. Our Luau in September
was a great event. There was a video showing us
howtoshakeourhips.Funny, though,wedidn’tdo
itquiteaswellas theprettyPolynesiangirls.Wehad
good food, gorgeous decorations and the cake and
punch were delicious. If
you missed it, plan on
coming next year.

There was a large
group of seniors that at-
tended the Oddfellows
breakfast in October. The
profits from the month’s
event were given to the
Ranchos/Hills Seniors.
TheOddfellowsdesignate
a different nonprofit each
month to receive their do-
nation. The food is great,
cookedandservedwell foronly$6.Thecoffeewas
awesome. It’s held the third Sunday of each month
at the southwest corner of Avenue 15 and Road 29.
Hope to see you there.

Halloweenpotluck/partycominguponThurs-

day, Oct. 27. Bring your best “boo,” your
own table service, potluck dish and come in
costume for fun and prizes. Members are
working on jack-o-lanterns for table deco-
rations, each one will be a custom-made
masterpiece. These are not to be missed.

On Tuesday mornings, about 9:30 or
so,membersaregetting togetherat theCen-

ter to work to-
gether on their
craft projects –
maybecrocheting,
making cards,
whatever. It
would be a great
timetofinishproj-
ectsyoumayhave
started months or
years ago.

The monthly
sale at the Center
is Nov. 5. We

continue to ask members to bring in their
baked goods and goods for the boutique
and Treasure House, and plants for the gar-
den.Unfortunately, theCenterhascomeup
with monthly income less than expenses in
some months of this year. You can help,
please.

TheCenter’sThanksgivingdinnerwill
beNov.17at6p.m.This isamembers’only
event with a $10 charge for one guest. The
turkey and gravy is provided. Attendees
should bring a potluck dish to share (should
feed12 to15)anddon’t forget tobringyour
own table service. Don’t forget to sign up at
the Center so we have an idea of how much
turkey we need and what diversity of foods
we might have.

The Center will be closed on Veterans
Day, Thursday, Nov. 11. It will also be
closed Thursday, Nov. 24 and also Friday,
the day after Thanksgiving.

Members need to be sure and attend
the General Meeting on Nov. 8 at 6:30 p.m.
We will be voting on new Board Members
for installation at the December General
Meeting.

If you have questions about the Ran-
chos/Hills Seniors or our events, please call
the Center at 645-4864.

We have a couple of new members to
welcome: Sheri Williams and her mother-
in-law, Shirley Williams. We welcome you
with open arms and hearts and please intro-
duce yourselves to all.

The birthday and anniversary celebra-
tionlunchforNovemberwillbeatLuna’s in
Clovis on Nov. 19. Remember to sign up at
the Center, be at the restaurant by 11:15 so
lunch can be served at 11:30.

The monthly sale at the Center is
Nov. 5. We continue to ask members to
bringin theirbakedgoodsandgoods for
the boutique and Treasure House, and
plants for the garden. Unfortunately, the
Center has come up with monthly
income less than expenses in some
monthsof thisyear.Youcanhelp,please.
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The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce’s Annual

Chamber Christmas Mixer
Wednesday, December 14

6-7:30 p.m.
37167 Avenue 12 Suite 5C Madera Ranchos

Everyone is invited. Great food will be served.
Our Merry Christmas to you. Call 645-4001 for info.

Help a Foster Child
this Christmas

through the Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce and CASA

Ranchos Area Upcoming Events

Annual Community
Christmas Tree
Lighting Ceremony

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce

Come join in the celebration that raises badly needed supplies for our
Veterans at Veterans Hospital in Fresno while you get to enjoy snacks,
beverages, Christmas carols and a visit by Santa Claus himself.

Pick a star for a Veteran at the VA Hospital.

Call the Chamber at 645-4001 for complete details

MaywoodShoppingCenter •Friday,Dec.2 •6p.m.

Veterans need instant coffee, white hand towels, white socks, lap
blankets, toothpaste, toothbrushes, L and XL white t-shirts, new books.

Items need to be returned to the Chamber office by Dec. 9. Gifts will be
delivered to the Veterans at the VA Hospital in Fresno on Dec. 12 at 10 a.m.

Bring a little sparkle of joy to a foster
child this Christmas by stopping by the
Chamber office and selecting an ornament
with a child’s name, age and gift request.
The requests range from everything from a
Barbie doll or soccer ball, to simple hair
ribbons.Unwrapped
items must be turned in
to the Chamber office by
December 9.

Call 645-4001 for
more information.Have an event to add? Call the Chamber at 645-4001
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Nov 3 Library Meeting, 6:30 at Library
Nov 5 Monthly Sale 8 -12 at Senior Center
Nov 8 Senior General Meeting, 6:30 at Senior Center
Nov 9 Chamber Meeting, 6:30 at Chamber Office
Nov 10 Kiwanis Meeting , 6:30 at Pizza Factory
Nov 11 Senior Center Closed, Veterans Day
Nov 17 Kiwanis Meeting, 6:30 at Pizza Factory
Nov 21 SEMCU Meeting, 6:30 at Pizza Factory
Nov 24 Kiwanis Meeting closed Thanksgiving
Nov 24 Senior Center closed Thanksgiving
Nov 25 Senior Center Closed
Nov 26 Small Business Saturday, 8
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• Borders
• Driveways
•Walkways
• Patios
• Pool Decks
• Large & Small Slabs
• Stamped Concrete
•Stained Concrete

Marty Owen -
The Concrete Guy

Marty has a passion for
creative concrete design.
Marty has been laying
concrete for 32 years and
has extensive experience
in every area of concrete,
from residential to
commercial.
Licensed & Bonded SCL#991137
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chain link wood wrought iron

chain link • wood fence • wrought iron
privacy plus • gate operators

security windows • security doors • barbed wire
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tomato exploded on it.
Crockpot Spaghetti Sauce
2 lbs. ground beef
1 small onion chopped
1 clove garlic minced
2 cans diced tomatoes
2 cans tomato sauce
Salt and pepper to taste
1 tsp. Italian seasoning
1 envelope Spaghetti sauce sea-

soning mix
Heat some oil in the bottom of a

frying pan. Sauté the onions and gar-
lic until soft, add the beef and cook
until browned, making sure to crum-
ble the meat as it cooks. With a slot-
ted spoon, spoon the mixture into the
bottom of your crockpot. Stir in the
remaining ingredients. Place the lid
on the pot and cook on low for 8
hours. Serve over cooked spaghetti
pasta. If you have any sauce left over,
it can be stored in zip lock bags and
frozen until you want spaghetti again.

One thing with a crockpot, you
can cook almost everything from
soup to nuts in it. Well, maybe not
nuts, but desserts for sure.

While doing my research on this

RECIPE cont. from P. 8 article I came across this recipe for
Piña Colada Bars. Thought it looked
yummy and who doesn’t like coconut
and pineapple. Well, I know two girls
that don’t, and one of them doesn’t
even eat meat – so go figure!

Piña Colada Bars
Nonstick cooking spray
2 C sweetened shredded coconut
1 C (2 sticks) unsalted butter,

softened
2/3 C granulated sugar
1 tsp. vanilla
1 tsp. salt
1 large egg
2 C. all-purpose flour
3 ounces cream cheese
1 (20 oz.) can crushed pineapple
¼ C. brown sugar
1 Tbs. cornstarch
Preheat oven to 375.
Line stoneware with foil. Spray

with nonstick spray.
Spread coconut evenly on baking

sheet, toast in oven 10-15 minutes,
stirring every 5 minutes. Remove
from oven and allow to cool.

With your mixer on medium
high, beat butter, sugar and salt until
well combined. Beat in egg and
vanilla. On low, beat in flour and
half of toasted coconut, scraping
side of bowl occasionally. Spread
dough evenly in stoneware. Place
small chunks of cream cheese over
dough.

Drain pineapple and press firmly
into strainer to remove all excess liq-
uid, transfer the drained pineapple to
a medium bowl. Add brown sugar and
cornstarch to pineapple, stir to com-
bine. Spread pineapple mix over
dough. Put cover on crockpot and
cook on LOW 4 to 5 hours or on
HIGH 3 hours, until edges are crisp
and golden brown. Remove stoneware
from base and cool on a wire rack.
Holding edges of foil, lift bars from
stoneware. Sprinkle with remaining
coconut. Cut into bars – enjoy!

Before I close, I want to remind
you to get your flu shot Thursday,
Oct. 27t. Remember new time and
place this year – Ranchos Market
parking lot from noon to 1:30 p.m.
and it is not a drive-through this
year.

Also, daylight savings time will
end. This year i t wil l be the first
Sunday in November. So, on Satur-
day, Nov. 5 before you go to bed set
your clocks back (spring forward
and fal l back) one hour or you
might have to sit in the parking lot
waiting for the church to open Sun-
day morning.
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674-1663
23338 Ave. 14

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service
Family Owned
Since 1976

10/16
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You can do it yourself or have the
pros at Madera Glass & Mirror
take care of your window repairs.

Madera Glass & Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980’s. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

Gotbrokenscreens?MaderaGlass
& Mirror has the expertise to make
quick work of any screen repair.

Glass for picture frames is a spe-
cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
a broken one or complete a project.

HOURS
Mon 9-4

Tues - Fri 8-5:30
Sat 8-3:30

SENIOR DAY
Every Thursday,

all SENIOR haircuts
are just $10!

439-2004
call

Haircuts only $12 • Bring in this coupon and get

$2 OFF!
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Certified Pure Therapeutic Grade Essential Oils
100 percent All Natural • No Fillers or Harmful Additives

Do you suffer from:
Headaches • Pain • Allergies • Seizures • Arthritis

Heartburn • Weight Issues • Sleep Problems • Stress
Depression • Asthma • Colds & Flu • Indegestion

Menstrual Issues • Acne • Eczema • Skin Disorders
And Much More ...

Tina Shannon • Wellness Advocate

www.mydoterra.com/tinashannon • damaw3@yahoo.com10/16

Then I can help you!

645-4948 or 430-7131call

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

2016 VOTER’S GUIDE
ELECTION DAY TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8

PRESIDENT
Donald J. Trump
US SENATE
Both Democrats, the lessor (and
not by much) of these two evils
is Loretta Sanchez. Hold your
nose on this one. Choose NOT
to vote and you elect Kamala
Harris. You DON’T want that.

US REP., Dist. 16
Johnny Tacherra
CAL.ASSEMBLY,Dist. 5
FrankBigelow
GVUSDTRUSTEE,Area3
WarrenParrorAndyWheeler.
PROPOSITIONS51 -67
51:NO Authorizes$9billioningen-

eral obligation bonds for schools. Kill

theHigh-SpeedRailandyou’dhave

enoughmoneyfor this7 timesover.

52: YES Requires voter approval

to change use of hospital fees or

funds.

53:YES Requiresstatewidevoter

approvalbeforeanyrevenuebonds

canbeissuedorsoldbythestatefor

certain projects if the bond amount

exceeds$2billion.

54: YES Require that every bill is

published inprintandonlineat least

72 hours before each house of the

legislaturecanvoteon it.

55: NO Extends by 12 years the

temporary personal income tax in-

creases enacted in 2012 on earn-

ingsover$250,000. Insteadofa fair

taxsystemweget this.
56: NO Increases cigarette tax by

$2perpack,withincreasesonother

tobaccoproductsandelectroniccig-

arettescontainingnicotine.Govern-

ment’s cashcow.Enough!

57: NO Reducing criminal sentences, juvenile

criminalproceedingsandsentencing.TheWORST

prop.ontheballot.Theirsollutiuontotoomanycrim-

inals in jail?Turn them looseonus.

58: NO Repeal 1998 Proposition 227, the "Eng-

lish inPublicSchools" Initiative.

59:NO OverturnCitizensUnitedSupremeCourt

ruling.

60: NO Require condoms in porno films. Really?

Is thiswhatwe’respendingour timeon?

61: NO State prescription drug purchases tied to

V.A.pricing.Theregoesyouravailability.

62 & 66: 62:NO, 66:YES Both death penalty

related. 62 wants to ban it, 66 wants to enforce it.

Sometimesyou’vegot to takeout the trash.

63:NO Permit tobuyammoandno largemaga-

zines.TheyHATEthe2ndAmendment..

64:NO Legalizingrecreationalmarijuana.Thear-

gument is always, “But alcohol is legal.” Have you

seen the damage alcohol does to lives? Guess

whatthenumbertwosubstancepeoplegotorehab

for, afteralcohol?Marijuana.

65 & 67: NO on BOTH Both have to do with

grocerystore “oneuse”bags.65wants tokeep the

ban inplacebut takepartof themoneychargedby

grocersandgive it toenvironmentalgroups,whilea

“no”voteon67will overturn theban.
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Hello 93636,
Two weeks ago, I had a 2000

Jeep Wrangler with a 4.0L engine
come into the shop with misfire
codes. When I walked out to greet my
new customer I could hear his Jeep
running poorly. Joe was referred to us
by a “Big Box” automotive repair
chain. After questioning Joe, I raised
the Jeep's hood to investigate. I saw
lots of expensive new parts so I knew
there was more to this story.

He told me the "Check Engine"
lamp was on before he went to a cor-
ner Quick Lube Station to have his oil
changed. While the Jeep was being
serviced, the service advisor retrieved
trouble codes P0301 (misfire cylinder
#1) and P0302 (misfire cylinder #2).
After some discussion, Joe decided to
have the corner Quick Lube Station
replace his spark plugs. After the
work was completed there was no im-
provement in the Jeep's performance
and the "Check Engine" lamp re-
turned. Now, instead of trouble codes
P0301 and P0302, P0304 (misfire
cylinder #4) and P0306 (misfire
cylinder #6) replaced them. The cor-
ner Quick Lube Station threw all
those new parts at the Jeep but they
could not solve the problem. I have
told you guys many times, the most
expensive diagnostic strategy is re-
placing good parts with new parts.
The most cost efficient diagnostic
strategy is testing and replacement of
only the defective part(s). Several
other shops attempted to fix this Jeep
but also were unable to solve the
mystery misfires.

Before I ran my normal diagnos-
tic routine, I searched Jeep's Techni-
cal Service Bulletin (TSB) library
hoping to narrow my search. I dis-
covered a TSB that matched the
symptoms of Joe's Wrangler. The
TSB talked about carbon buildup on
the engine’s valve stems and espe-
cially if the vehicle is not warmed up
properly before driving and/or if the
Jeep is mainly driven around town.
The carbon buildup causes improper
closing (sticking) of the valves.

I decided to remove the spark
plugs so I could send a camera

Don’t Anti-Seize the Day

through the spark plug hole into the
engine to verify carbon build up. As
it turned out I didn't need the camera.
The corner Quick Lube Station exac-
erbated the original problem by
adding anti-seize compound to the
spark plug treads when they installed
the new ones.

Do it Yourselfers: When you do a
tune up and replace your spark plugs,
put them in dry. NO ANTI-SEIZE!!!

Anti-seize on spark plug threads
creates resistance in the secondary ig-
nition (high voltage) ground path. The
high resistance restricts the flow of
electrons to ground. Instead of 15,000
volts jumping across the spark plug
gap on their way to ground, maybe
only 4,000 volts make it across. That's
not enough voltage to convert ALL
the fuel in the cylinder into pressure.
By the way, the secondary ignition
voltage that does not jump the spark
plug gap finds an alternate path to
ground. That can also cause misfires.

Make sure you install your new
spark plugs when the engine is at am-
bient temperature and torque them. If
the engine is warm, the metal is ex-
panded and it's easier to overtighten
the spark plugs. When the engine
cools down, metal contracts and the
spark plugs can become too tight and
seize. Anti-seize may reduce seizing
but it certainly is a hindrance to sec-
ondary ignition performance. Also, if
you are going to save money by doing
it yourself, make sure you use the
manufacturer’s original spark plugs
only. It doesn't matter how well you
do your job if you use inferior parts.
The quality of your service or repair
is NO BETTER than the parts you
use, PERIOD. Make sure you check
that the spark plug gap is set to the
specification on your vehicle’s emis-
sion label which is usually located on
the hood or fan shroud area.

Once my secondary ignition
grounds were clean it was time to find
the original cause. Since I had the
spark plugs out I installed a pressure
transducer into the cylinder #1 spark
plug hole. When I cranked the engine
over the compression waveform
showed a variation in compression by
up to 30 percent from compression
stroke to compression stroke. That's
the smoking gun I was looking for.
I'm now convinced the valves are
sticking as Jeep's TSB indicated.

I followed Jeep’s TSB recommen-
dation and performed a fuel system

Please see ANTI-SEIZE on P. 17
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Since 1985 • We are a California STAR Station
Emissions Testing and Repair • We employ only ASC Certified Technicians

Call for an estimate and appointment • Check us out on FaceBook
www.completecarcarefresno.com
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Dirty Laundry Secrets

The laundry room. Not my favorite
room, but one that I would fight to keep if
we were to make a move. At times it’s a
rather mysterious place. Things disappear –
mostly socks. Things show up – sometimes
when you least want them to, like Chap
Stick in the dryer. It’s a place where at
some point we’ve all laundered money, lit-
erally.

A hundred years ago people would
have thought it a magical place. You put
dirty clothes in a contraption and they
come out clean. Then you move them to
another, and they come out dry. You would
think with the advent of such wonderful in-
ventions, plus the fact we no longer have
to make our own
soap, laundry would
be considered a
breeze.

Quite the con-
trary. Laundry is the
demise of many who
struggle to manage a
household. Accord-
ing to Erin Doland of
Unclutterer.com, a typical family of four
probably generates between eight and 10
loads of laundry per week. If you ask my
daughter, a mother of three (two and
under), it would no doubt be more. Are
there some tips and tools that can make it a
breeze? Probably not. But here are some
practical helps that will put you on a good
course.

Since everyone in the family creates
dirty laundry, make sure each bedroom
closet has a clothes hamper. Instruct every-
one how to effectively use it. Yes, even the
little tots and older folks can learn this rou-
tine.

To eliminate the disappearance of
socks, assign a zippered mesh bag (nor-
mally used for delicates) to each family
member. These can be clothes pinned to a
hanger (positioned away from clean
clothes), or hung from a hook on the wall.
Each person’s dirty socks are stored,
washed and dried in his/her own separate
bag. This will keep them from getting lost

and make the return to the original owner
much easier. To alleviate more of the sort-
ing-after-washing challenge, consider as-
signing a specific underwear color/style to
each child.

Have a supply of mesh bags handy in
each closet for delicates, or items that need
to hang dry. Before placing such items in
the hamper, place them in a zippered mesh
bag so it’s obvious to anyone handling the
laundry that they need special care. Hang a
nylon bag in the closet to collect items for
dry cleaning.

Create homes for supplies and other
things that land in the laundry room. Use
the space above the washer and dryer for
built-in cabinets and/or open shelves — es-
pecially for items used the most. Use a
large beverage dispenser for liquid deter-
gent or a glass penny candy jar for deter-
gent pods (keep out of reach of children).
This will be decorative as well as inform-
ative so you can easily see when you’re
running low.

Place a jar or piggy bank on the shelf
to collect money left in pockets. Have a
small basket for other pocket items to be
retrieved when needed, or distributed when
full. Use a small trash can or lidded con-
tainer for the dryer lint. If partnerless socks
are still an issue, have a container handy

until their “sole”
mates are discov-
ered.

Use the inside
of the laundry room
door for hanging a
supply rack or iron-
ing board. Other op-
tions for ironing
include a magnetic

ironing pad or a tabletop ironing board to
use on the dryer, or simply purchase wrin-
kle-free clothing.

For hang-dry items, consider a re-
tractable clothes line that stretches from
wall to wall, or hide it in a cabinet. Fold-
able drying racks that stand or mount to the
wall are also an option. I hang items on
hangers and place them on the shower cur-
tain bar.

To hang items as they come out of the
dryer, attach a fold out clothes bar to the
wall. I prefer relocating the clean load to
the master bedroom where I sort the hang-
ing and folded items on the bed. I immedi-
ately hang the clothes to keep them from
wrinkling.

Children may be assigned specific
laundry tasks from sorting and washing
dirty clothes to folding and putting away
the clean items. My children were always
required to put away their own clean

We now
deliver to the

Ranchos,
Bonnadelle &
Rolling Hills

areas.10
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Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only
$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast

Results
CALL NOW!
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*SPECIAL RATES WITH THIS COUPON ONLY!
COUPON GOOD THROUGH 11/21/201637357 AVE. 12 • NEXT TO LEE KITCHEN

GLASS • PLASTIC • ALUMINUM
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Aluminum Cans
$1.80/lb.*

(25 lbs. or more)

36734AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTOACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

10/16

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

Say you saw it in the Ranchos IndependentPlease see LAUNDRY on P. 17

Don’t let your family’s dirty
laundry get youdown.Andremember,
“normal” is just a setting on the
dryer.
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cleaning. Before I completed the BG
Fuel Injection System service, the en-
gine was purring like a kitten. Because
of Joe's driving style I recommended
the use of a can of “44K” in the fuel
tank every six months or so. I'm not a
big fan of “mechanic in the bottle”
stuff, but BG Systems has some very
powerful additives that work well.

OK everyone, I hope this helps.
It's gratifying to know that so many

of you recognize my name and read
this column. What ISN’T so gratifying
is that EVERYONE seems to think my
NAPA Auto Care Center is located in
the Madera Ranchos. Complete Car
Care is located in Fresno, three miles
south of the San Joaquin River on the

99 freeway. I am located on the east
side of the freeway across from Island
Water Park. We are the closest official
NAPA Auto Care Center to the Madera
Ranchos, just a short 15-minute drive.

As always I'm looking for ideas to
write about. If you have specific or
general questions about your vehicle or
the automotive industry, give me a
shout at complete_car_care@hot-
mail.com or on Facebook at Complete
Car Care.

God Bless America and God Bless
93636,

Warren Parr
Two-time California NAPA/ASC

Technician of the Year
2013 National NAPA/ASC Techni-

cian of the Year Second Runner Up

clothes, rather than simply pull from a
clean pile.

Here are a few tips to simplify the ac-
tual laundry process: Check washing in-
structions when purchasing clothes and
look for easy-care items. Talk with your
family about how often things need to be
washed, so they’re not putting things in the
laundry pre-maturely.

After washing new dark-colored clothing
by itself a few times, you can mix whites with
colors by adding a cup of distilled white vine-
gar to the load. According to Reference.com,
the vinegar absorbs and neutralizes the pig-
mented mineral compounds of the dyes, keep-
ing them from discoloring the whites.

Have you ever forgotten a load of
clean clothes in the washer during the sum-
mer? Yuck! Use the cycle signal and/or
timer on your phone to make sure you re-
member to move items from the washer to
the dryer and from the dryer to the closets

and drawers.
Choose a laundry routine that works for

you and your household. Here are a few
ideas:

Assign types of laundry to specific
days, i.e., Mondays/Thursdays – clothes,
Tuesdays – towels, Wednesdays – sheets,
etc.

Assign specific days for parents’ laun-
dry and kids’ laundry.

Have a laundry day dedicated to stay-
ing home and doing it all.

Have a specific daily schedule for
starting and completing laundry.

Don’t let your family’s dirty laundry
get you down. And remember, “normal” is
just a setting on the dryer.

Contact Organized by Choice (because
things don’t always fall into place) at P.O.
Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729, call 559-871-
3314 or email info@organizedbychoice.com.
You can also visit their website at www. or-
ganizedbychoice.com.

LAUNDRY cont. from P. 16

ANTI-SEIZE cont. from P. 15 The Bookshelf

By Amanda Judd

With the incoming of November, the
Ranchos Library will be celebrating picture
books. November is officially Picture Book
Month. Children learn early the importance
of connection, color, sound and story. Stories
and illustrations shape our minds, our hearts
and our lives.

Picture books are not only for our
youngest readers. Teachers, parents, coun-
selors, educators and organizations use them
to engage, inspire and motivate their audi-
ences. We utilize stories and metaphors to ex-
plain big issues, like bullying, self-esteem,
blended families, sibling rivalry and empathy.
Stories allow us to experience different view-
points, results, struggles and solutions of
which we may not always think.

I want all children to be lifelong readers.
I want them to retain a love of reading that is
all their own. How do we do that? Slow
down, read to children constantly and give
children opportunities to discover books. Pic-
ture books are the first step in that process.
Picture books open children to thoughts and

help them discover new worlds. They help
children use their imagination and enhance
their vocabulary. More importantly, they give
tremendous joy.

Each Thursday at 11 a.m. Mrs. Diane
Maxfield provides an educational and fun
story time that features our picture books. We
explore the pictures and the story and proceed
to a craft/activity to be followed by snack time.
It is surely a treat that you do not want to miss.

Please remember that if you are an on-
line shopper and utilize Amazon for your
purchases, be sure to sign up for AmazonS-
mile. You can then simply select Friends of
the Ranchos Library as your organization. If
you have not registered with AmazonSmile
you may type in an exclusive address to get
started and it will automatically choose the
Ranchos Library as your organization. Sim-
ply type smile.amazon.com/ch/77-0298991
in your web browser and this will allow the
Ranchos Library to receive donations from
eligible purchases before you begin shop-
ping. Then every eligible purchase you make
will result in a donation. Registering has
never been easier.

Picture This: Picture Book Month

wasting their time.
Your vote is going to play havoc and

bring heartbreak to our community for years.
Your animosity toward M.O.C. alone made
you incapable of impartiality. You should
have abstained, excusing yourself from the
vote. It was another sad display in the Board’s
long history of disregard for Ranchos resi-
dents. You’ve disgraced yourself and your po-
sition.

It’s been a tiresome fight for the opposi-

tion. My thanks for all those who gave of their
time and effort to get the attention of our com-
munity and its representatives. Stand proud.

I spent 12 hours waiting for a fair discus-
sion of the project. As I left the hearing at 7
p.m., I somehow felt I was returning from a
long, arduous journey. Not unlike that journey
to consult the all-knowing, all-powerful,
“Wonderful wizard Of Oz,” and all I heard
was, “Pay no attention to the man behind the
curtain!”
Kenneth D. Helms
Madera Ranchos

LETTERS cont. from P. 9
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Alteration Services

Madlin's Alterations - 45 years ex-
perience - Tailoring, repairs and
leathers. Fast service. NEW
HOURS: Monday-Thursday 8-5.
36027 Ruth Ave. Call 559-645-
4583.

Carpet Cleaning

Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley
Chamber member. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-676-0760.

Child Care

Child Care - Susan Ryan Day Care.
Newborn to 5 years old. Licensed. Call
661-4725 or 706-0424.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29 years
of experience. Wood stove inserts, pellet
stoves and fireplaces. Also clean dryer
vents. REMEMBER THINK SAFETY,
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room addi-
tions, barns and patios. Call 559-970-
4476.

©2016 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Classified
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Painting Services

Painting Services - 40 years of expe-
rience. Licensed. Frank Kramer Ex-
teriors. Lic. #273099. Call 645-4113.

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLABLE PICKUP - KIDS 4 RECY-
CLING offers pickup of all
recyclable materials including paper,
plastic, glass, aluminum and card-
board. Call Diana at 999-6832 or
645-1048, Funds support Ranchos
community organizations and
schools.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Rototill-
ing - Mowing - Scraping - Stump Grind-
ing - Roll-off Bins. Call John at
908-1066.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete
work and underground utilities in-
stalled. Call 559-970-4476.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out -
Screen, track, sills included. Remove

For Sale

MOVING SALE - Maroon velvet chair,
dark wood, 80+ years old. Large chair and
ottoman light mauve. Couch, flowers light
pastels. Coffee table marble base 36x36+
glass top. 2 Brass and glass lamp tables and
lamps. Dinette set iron and glass with 4
upholstered chairs. Please come and see,
prices negotiable. Call 645-0103.

White Whirlpool 28-inch self-cleaning
electric oven - used. Good condition
$400. Also have peacock tail feathers $1
each. Call 559-312-0891.

Guitar Lessons

Guitar, Mandolin or Ukulele lessons.
Trained instructor. Call for available time
slots. All ages. Call Yolanda 577-4423.

G u t t e r S e r v i c e s

The Gutter Doctor special izing in
both cont inuous and standard rain
gut ters . General Contractor - Re-
pair Maintenance. 32 years working
in the area. Call 559-822-2759.

Housecleaning

Housecleaning Service - Have your
house spring-cleaned all year long.
Experienced, Responsible, Honest.
Fair prices. Call 416-2585.

SUDOKU

©2016 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

WE’RE ON THE WEB!
Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.

Get fully downloadable back issues of the
Ranchos Independent (beginning with April 2006). Learn
how you can add your Ranchos-area business to this site!
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www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com

hard water stain on home windows,
shower doors and car windows. Cobweb
removal too. Fully insured. Call Nick
at 285-1723. Free estimates.
Ask about our SENIOR DISCOUNT!

Say you saw it in
the Ranchos Independent
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Nancy Watson
645-5000

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 10/16

A Ranchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top dol-
lar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109 10/16

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®

Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:
www.davidparker.info

Property Management -
we can rent your home:

www.parker-properties.info

Real Estate

Jerry Eddings, Realtors
Madera: 559-645-1890 • Fresno: 559-435-1890

DRE #00329063 10
/1
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BRE Lic. #01454566

Maria
Fotopoulos - Cercone

Real estate is our life! We make
real estate dreams a reality.

Cell 559-250-6740 • Office 559-645-1212
maria@ossrealtor.com • Ranchos resident for more than 30 years!

I’m ready to assist you with all of your real estate needs. Whether
you’re buying or selling, moving across town or out of state, I’m here

to help. Your housing needs deserve the care of a specialist.
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Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

ALEX M. SHUBIN
REALTOR

CA-BRE #01180082

Alex M. Shubin
www.AlexMShubinProperty.com

AlexShubin@att.net

559-479-0520
10/16

• It was farmer and author Wendell
Berry who made the following sage obser-
vation: "Do unto those downstream as you
would have those upstream do unto you."

• Those who study such things say that
size does matter -- at least to proboscis mon-

keys. It seems that among these primates, fe-
males show a significant preference for
males with larger noses.

• If you've ever been to a major sporting
event, or even watched one on TV, you've
seen costumed characters representing
schools and sports teams. However, unless
you've been to Japan, you don't understand
mascots' true potential. There, the mascot in-
dustrial complex is so large that in 2015, the
Finance Ministry launched a campaign to re-
duce spending by cutting the number of un-
necessary mascots in the country. According

to one estimate, there are 10,000 mascots
employed by the government alone. Some
examples: Prince Pickles and Princess Pars-
ley represent the Defense Ministry;
Wakayama Prison is represented by Waka-
P, a bright orange creature with a huge head;
and Toilet-kun, who has a toilet-seat lid for
a face, is the mascot for City of Yokohama's
waste recycling bureau.

• Have you ever wondered why the
green room -- the waiting area just offstage
where actors stand-by before and after stage
appearances -- is green? Well, evidently it's

believed that the color green is soothing to
eyes that have been exposed to the glare of
stage lights.

• The game of billiards first appeared in
the New World in St. Augustine, Florida, the
oldest continuously occupied European set-
tlement in the contiguous United States. It
was in 1565 that Spanish explorers started
playing the game here.

• Thought for the Day: "Contentment is,
after all, simply refined indolence." --
Thomas Chandler Haliburton

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.
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repair
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR

INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

CRONIN MARINE

Since1964

664455--11997777

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

HIGH QUALITY

555599--445544--88006600

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE
TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING   

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

since1970

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Equipment

• Supplies
• Residential

• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial
• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing

Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Notary in theRanchos!
Notary in theRanchos!

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal

Color Matching

& Chuck’s Transmission

664455--44447755
Ranchos Auto Repair
+ A/C SERVICE

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801
645-1570

Store hours: 
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

Mitchell L. Vick
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

559-970-4635
mlvconst@gmail.com 

Lic. #563698
• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •  

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS

All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders
General & Custom

Auto Service
& Repairs

Call Gina
at 559-289-3401

email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Covering
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley

Tree pruning, shaping & trimming
Tree Cabling • Tree removal

Fully Insured • 8+ Years Experience • Trained Arborist
559-347-8408 • www.cvhtc.com

Housekeeping
& Cleaning
by Rosalia

559-514-9816
559-718-9941

We clean empty
houses, offices &
rentals. Clean
windows & water
spots. Painting
services inside
& out. We haul
anything and do small repairs.

Get Involved!

645-4001
2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m.

37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

Today!

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

How about 10,000
Ranchos residents each

month who look at
Business Directory ads?

(559) 645-0634  
The Ranchos Independent

JEAN BRINER
(559) 645-0634  

The Ranchos Independent

WHAT CAN YOU GET
FOR $25?

559-548-0000

5310 W. Spruce
Ave., Fresno

“On the corner
of Spruce and

Herndon.”
Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance

Weekly & monthly service 

call Mag Anaya Jr.
559-974-1357Ranchos

Resident

NEED WATER?
CALL NOW

875-6699
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) You're moving from a relatively stable situation to one that appears
to be laced with perplexity. Be patient. You'll eventually get answers to help clear up the confusion
around you.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) A vexing situation tempts you to rush to set it all straight. But it's
best to let things sort themselves out so that you can get a better picture of the challenge you're facing.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Financial matters could create some confusion, especially with a
torrent of advice pouring in from several sources. Resist acting on emotion and wait for the facts to emerge.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) That goal you've set is still in sight and is still in reach. Stay with
the course that you're on. Making too many shifts in direction now could create another set of problems.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) It might be time to confront a trouble-making associate and demand
some answers. But be prepared for some surprises that could lead you to make a change in some long-
standing plans.

V I R G O ( A u g u s t 2 3 t o S e p t e m b e r 2 2 ) Congratulations. You're making great progress
in sorting out all that confusion that kept you from making those important decisions. You're on your
way now.

LIBRA (Sep tember 23 to Oc tober 22) A difficult experience begins to ease. That's the
good news. The not-so-good news is a possible complication that could prolong the problem awhile
longer.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Your self-confidence gets a much-needed big boost as you
start to unsnarl that knotty financial problem. Expect some help from a surprising source.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Congratulations. Any lingering
negative aftereffects from that not-so-pleasant workplace situation are all but gone. It's time now to
focus on the positive.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Your self-confidence grows stronger as you
continue to take more control of your life. Arrange for some well-earned fun and relaxation with
someone special.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) As usual, you've been concerned more about the
needs of others than your own. You need to take time for yourself so that you can replenish all that spent
energy.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Stronger planetary influences indicate a growing presence
of people eager to help you navigate through the rough seas that might mark your career course.
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You can balance emotion and logic, which gives you the ability
to make choices that are more likely than not to prove successful.
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1. MOVIES: What two movies were the
highest-grossing films of all time
worldwide?
2. LITERATURE: Which one of
Shakespeare's plays features the character
of Shylock?
3. ANATOMY: In which part of the
human body is the stirrup bone located?
4. ASTRONOMY: What is the seventh
planet from the Sun in our solar system?
5. ENTERTAINERS: In what year did
singer Elvis Presley die?
6. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What is
the traditional birthstone associated with
November?
7. MYTHOLOGY: Who was the first fe-
male deity, according to Greek mythology?
8. MUSIC: Mark Knopfler is best known
as lead singer of what rock group?
9. GEOGRAPHY: What U.S. state is
closest to Russia?
10. ANTHROPOLOGY: What is Lascaux
site in southern France famous for?

1."Avatar"and"Titanic"
2."TheMerchantofVenice"
3.Theear
4.Uranus
5.1977
6.Topazorcitrine
7.Gaia
8.DireStraits
9.Alaska
10.Ancientcavepaintings

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez
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