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ome changes are coming which have
the potential to significantly affect theS

ratepayers of the Madera Ranchos Water
System as well property owners outside
the MD-10Aassessment boundary, though
it has yet to be seen whether residents of
the Ranchos have the collective will to
capitalize on them. With the election of a
new Supervisor for District 1 (southeast
Madera County), passage of the Proposi-
tion 1 Water Bond, and the upcoming ap-
pointment of a new Water Committee,
long overdue changes may be getting
closer to fruition.

History of MD-10A and
Oversight Committee Activity
Madera County Maintenance Dis-

trict10, Zone A (MD-10A) is the designa-
tion for that part of Madera Ranchos that
was subject to a self-imposed assessment
in order to purchase and upgrade the
Madera Ranchos Water Company, Inc., a
privately owned mutual water company,
begun in 1959 and that in 1996 served 788
land parcels with three production wells:
Fender, Sparta and Fernwood. If you pay a
monthly water bill for either water service
or standby service, your property is within
the MD-10A boundary.

In a letter from then District 1 Super-
visor Patty Logoluso, dated Mar. 12, 1996,
to Madera Ranchos Lot Owners, at that
time the County was in the process of pur-
chasing the water system from Frank Fer-
raro for $350,000 by June 30 of that year.
Logoluso went on in the same letter to re-
port she would be “asking the Board of
Supervisors to approve the appointment of
an official citizen Advisory Committee to
work with the Board of Supervisors and
the County Staff concerning the operations
and maintenance of the water system.”
Subsequently, Clerk of the Board docu-
mentation dated June 4, 1996 records five
individuals were appointed by the Board
of Supervisors, based on a recommenda-
tion made to the Board by Supervisor Lo-
goluso on the same date.

Three years later, in an internal mem-
orandum dated May 13, 1999, from
County Engineer Michael Kirn to District
1 Supervisor Frank Bigelow, Kirn reported
nearly $3.5 million had been collected of
which almost $2.8 million had been spent
on “Plan A,” which initially proposed in-
stallation of five production wells and two
backup generators, pipeline improvements
and potential system improvements and
repairs among other things. Referring to a
cash balance on April 30, 1999 of
$704,000, the focus of the memo was that
while two of the five promised wells had
been installed, namely Charleton (inaccu-
rately referred to as Marciel) and New
Fender, Kirn projected that installation of

only one and possibly two additional wells
would be necessary to fulfill the County’s
commitment to achieve an additional water
flow of 2,762 gallons to serve 968 parcels
and meet maximum daily demands plus
fire flow as recommended in a report by
Boyle Engineering and which was part of
the approved Plan A. If all were in agree-
ment, Kirn explained, the remainder of
funds collected could then be applied to re-
pairing lines and other system enhance-
ments.

Kirn’s memo went on to describe
working with the Water Committee and
Ken Schmidt, a local hydrogeology con-
sultant, in order to design the wells that had
been installed and other matters including
the accumulated capital outlay (ACO)
fund, which “was established to fund re-
pairs and replacement of ‘leaky’ existing
pipes when needed.” Subsequent memo-
randums indicate that the Committee did
ultimately agree that only one additional
well (Kensington) was necessary and the
Committee disbanded shortly thereafter.

Fast forward a decade, sometime after
the Technical Evaluation and Rate Study
report by AECOM dated September 2009
(an excellent resource, still available on the
County website) for Madera County was
produced, a new group of ratepayers
formed and began meeting every month or
two with different County employees, in-
cluding recent County Engineer Ken Vang
and soon-to-be-retiring Special Districts’
Manager, Steve Norman. According to
comments by Vang in several public meet-
ings held from December 2013 until he left
the County’s employ in July 2014, he had,
“…worked with the Oversight Committee
…” who had directed him to install the
Dublin production well rather than use col-

lected ratepayer funds to repair leaky lines
in the system. But regarding the Dublin
well, as expressed in meetings organized
by ratepayers Chuck La Rue and Pete and
Maria’s Italian Bistro owner Pete Cercone,
as well as according to Oversight Commit-
tee members Michele Roberts and Seth
Thomas, Vang did not consult with the
Committee on the Dublin well and did not
inform them that he had selected a location
outside and northeast of the MD-10A as-
sessment boundary. No minutes of com-
mittee meetings were ever taken.

Current Conditions
According to the May 14, 2014 report

by the County’s Resource Management
Agency, three production wells are cur-
rently in service, Charlton (operating at
300 gallons per minute [gpm]), New
Fender (835 gpm) and Kensington (443
gpm). According to the system map from
the AECOM report, the majority of the
lines of the system were installed in 1960
and are now 55 years old. And while the
actual system leak rate is unclear, District
1 Planning Commissioner and Hurst Hard-
ware owner Tom Hurst has stated that
when he attempted to connect his store to
the Water System he encountered piping
that was disintegrating and had to be com-
pletely replaced. Regardless, the current
total flow rate of the system for all three
wells is 1,578 gpm for 982 users—not even
half of what is needed to achieve adequate
health code standards or fire flow require-
ments.

Despite repeated efforts by Chuck La
Rue and others during the last year to ob-
tain records and information from Madera
County, officials have yet to release critical

Please see MD-10A on P. 3

By Garret Mandel

The drought conditions in the Ranchos
seemed to never end.Water conservation no-
tices for MD-10A only makes conditions
worse.Wondering “How do I make a differ-
ence?” The answer is: collectively.

South East Madera County United,
(SEMCU) represents residents, property
owners and businesses of South EastMadera
County. They are the ones standing up dur-
ing the Board of Supervisor meetings to en-
sure that concerns are being addressed.

Grants for Water-Related Projects
SEMCU has been an active member of

the Madera Regional Water Management
Group (RWMG) since 2010 and recently
submitted five projects for grant funding
through the Integrated RegionalWaterMan-
agement (IRWM) Grant Program managed
by the California Department of Water Re-
sources (DWR). The projects submitted are
designed to create immediate impacts for the
community in terms of water-savings, and
consist of the creation of a groundwater re-
charge basin; installation of low flow water
fixtures for residences; installation of water
meters for MD-10A water users; and the
construction of a 1 million gallon water stor-
age tank.

Additional Grants for the Community
SEMCU’s latest pursuit of grant fund-

ing is just the tip of the iceberg. By finalizing
a grant writing agreement with California
Consulting LLC, SEMCU hopes to achieve
the capability of funding additional water-re-
lated projects; while also pursuing projects
for creating a community center/park, mak-
ing athletic field improvements and assisting
with the cost of rehabilitating roadways.
SEMCU’s kickoff meeting resulted in sub-
mitting an application for a grant from the
US Soccer Foundation that would award up
to $50,000 for community youth soccer pro-
grams.Members of the SEMCUGrantWrit-
ing Committee have also been encouraged
to participate in the Fresno State GrantWrit-
ing andManagement Certificate Program to
take place in spring 2015 as a way to pro-
mote additional involvement fromwithin the
local community. SEMCU will reimburse
the tuition costs of any member that suc-
cessfully completes the course, as the pro-
gram allows for students to evaluate their
grant proposals with the course instructors
prior to obtaining the certificate of comple-
tion.

Members of the community are encour-
aged to participate and can get more infor-
mation on SEMCU at SEMCU.org. SEMCU
meetings are the third Monday of the month
at the Ranchos Pizza Factory at 6:30pm.

SEMCU Seeks
Ranchos Grants
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information to reconcile whether or not the
County has or is properly applying MD-
10A ratepayer funds to the Water System.
Despite ratepayer Linda Bresee’s efforts,
including summarizing the California Pub-
lic Records Act to the Board of Supervi-
sors at their meeting this past Nov. 3,
which stipulates that all public records
must be made readily and easily available
to any member of the public during regular

operating hours (as detailed in California
Government Code Sections 6250 through
6276.48), the County has failed to produce
adequate documentation. According to the
law, documentation should be available
which details where the assessment bond
money as well as regular ACO and Water
Service Charges have and are being used.

Changes in the Air
Although the operating Oversight

Committee has suffered from a shortage of
authority, documentation and communica-

tion, at the Oct. 28 Board of Supervisors’
meeting the Board, in their capacity as the
Board of Directors of MD-10A, under
pressure from La Rue, Bresee and others,
did adopt bylaws for what is now being
called the Water System Committee
(WSC). Provisions in the bylaws for the
committee include a website (www.ran-
choswater.org) and a process for selecting
and electing members. But again, due to
pressure from ratepayers present, the
Board refrained from simply officially ap-

pointing the current Oversight Committee.
Instead, they will follow the procedure
made known to them by Bresee in former
Supervisor Logoluso’s March 12, 1996 let-
ter to her constituents, such that those in-
terested in joining the committee can find
an application attached to some of the fly-
ers currently circulating the Ranchos, via
the Madera County website (the extensive,
exact link for which is regularly posted on

Please see MD-10A on P. 7

MD-10A cont. from P. 2

OPEN LATEMON-SUN
FOR WORKINGPEOPLELIKE YOU!11/14
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3VFeed.com•facebook.com/3VFeed•3VFeed.com•facebook.com/3VFeed•3VFeed.com

“Quality & Customer Service is Our Motto” • We are YOUR Feed Store! all prices exp. 12/31/14
except where noted and

are subject to change

Current Hay Prices per Bale
Orchard Grass (Oregon hay)......................................
Timothy Grass (Oregon hay).......................................
Forage Hay (heavy bales) .........................................
Oat Hay (heavy bales) .................................................
Alfalfa ...................................................................
Wheat Hay ...........................................................

$21.99
$19.99
$17.99
$16.49
$15.65 (and up)
$13.99 (and up)

3V Feed is your premier hay supplier of Alfalfa,
Orchard Grass, Oat Hay, Timothy Hay, Wheat

Hay, Sudan Grass, Straw and others!

15% OFF
Weaver Horse
Blankets

It’s COLD Outside!

$389
ALFALFA
CUBES

keep your horse
WARM this winter

2% CASH BACK
on ALL of your purchases

ONLY at 3-V Feed!

you STILL get

Activate your
REWARDS CARD TODAY!

ASK US HOW

(All hay prices per bale and subject to change)

Summer Hours: Monday-Saturday 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.; Sunday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
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Madera Ranchos We are YOUR Store!

Poultry Supplies FREE 32oz FLY SPRAY
with every purchase of $250 or more

per ton

$17.99
80 LB. bag

Lay Crumble

$8.89
50 LB. bag

HenScratch

Wrangler Pelleted
All Stock 12%

$10.99
per 50 LB. bag

Petmaster
MAINTENANCE DOG FOOD

$17.49
per 40 LB. bag

do you want HEAT or ASH?
Simply

the BEST
wood

pellets
made!per ton when you

buy
a ton or more

$299
only

When it’s COLD outside,
Golden Fire Pellets
make a DIFFERENCE!

PRODUCTS AT 3-V FEED!

BUY ALL OF YOUR
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WIN FREE PROPANE!

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________
Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2015. Delivery must be by August 31, 2015.

Must be a Valley Propane customer.

WIN 125 GALLONS OF PROPANE

MMAAIILL  TTOO::  VVaalllleeyy  PPrrooppaannee  ••  3377222211  AAvvee..  1122  ##11DD
MMaaddeerraa,,  CCAA  9933663366
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Letters
Dear Editor:

We enjoy your local paper immensely. As
your publication pertains to our Ranchos com-
munity exclusively, we have a few comments
and observations to share with your readers.

There are large estate-sized homes, average
sized, custom and not so custom. It is so nice to
see the yards and homes that some residents
work so hard to keep up, and there are many. But
unfortunately there are quite a few that are in such
a sad state of disrepair it is a shame. We just don't
understand how people can put out so little effort
and pride in their homes. We have a simple, av-
erage-sized home, but we work very hard to keep
it maintained. The following are simple things
that would enhance our community very much:

1. PUT YOUR GARBAGE CAN/BIN
OUT ONLY ON GARBAGE DAY OR
NIGHT BEFORE, THEN PUT IT BACK
AWAY FROM THE STREET AND NEAR
YOUR HOME AS SOON AS PICKED UP. So
many just leave their garbage receptacles on the
street 24/7. Why??? It is unsightly and blocks the
roadway in many cases.

2. If you have a tree OR shrubs that drop
leaves or needles or debris all over the street, or
in your neighbor's yard, PICK THEM UP!
(AND PUT THEM IN YOUR GARBAGE
THAT SITS UNMOVED ON THE STREET
IN MANY CASES.)We even see dead plants
that have been in yards for years! Why?

3. FIREPLACES ... Just because we are ex-
empt out here from burning regulations, doesn't
mean you should burn fires. We have a wood-

burning fireplace that we use when it is truly cold.
But the years we have been living here we regu-
larly observe people burning in October when it
has been nearly 80 degrees and all the way
through April. It doesn't seem to matter to some
what the temperature is, whether it is even cold.
Are you oblivious to our air quality here in the
valley? We personally can’t even open windows
on sunny days due to the neighbor’s constant soot
and smoke. Our past winter had horrid, unhealthy
air quality that rolled into summer unhealthiness
and now we already have unhealthy air in the fall.
It has been in the 70s and 80s consistently, yet
people are burning fires during the day. Why?
AS WE WILL DO, BURN ONLY WHEN WE
HAVE TRULY COLD WEATHER, not when
you desire the ambience. Think about our air
quality, please.

There are so many positive things about our
unique little community, but we all need to do
our part in being good neighbors and helping our
air quality. We are not young and our kids are
grown and gone. We have had recent surgeries
and have our health issues, yet we still manage to
maintain our yard and home ourselves, and
wheel our garbage in and out (on the same day no
less), so that should not be an excuse. We have
gladly, physically, helped neighbors with yard is-
sues as well. We do not mean to offend anyone
and we can all do what we choose, but we hope
we have brought some valid points up to inspire. 

The Allans
Madera Ranchos

New Valley Feed Boss from Ranchos
Valley Feed in Madera has announced

the retirement of its 15-year manager, Tom
Buckley, and the hiring of Ranchos resi-
dent Tony Garcia as the new manager.

Garcia has been a
Ranchos resident for 31
years and has been
married to his wife
Patti for the same
amount of time. To-
gether they have raised
their 19-year-old son,
Anthony, in the Ran-
chos.

“I’ve been in-
volved with cattle and
horses most of my
life,” Garcia said. “I
enjoy team roping, rais-
ing cattle and the west-
ern lifestyle.”

Tom Buckley, who
officially retired Oct.
31, has been a fixture of
Madera area ag and
feed stores. Not only

did he serve in the capacity of manager at
Valley Feed at 121 N. Gateway Drive in
Madera, prior to his 15 years there he was
at Teco Feed & Hardware for 38 years, for

a combined total of 53
years serving the
Madera ag community.

Garcia is looking
forward to the chal-
lenge of running such a
large operation and has
many ideas he wants to
implement at Valley
Feed.

Valley Feed has
been serving the
Madera area for years
selling various feed and
farm supplies. Their in-
ventory includes
Farmer’s Feed, LMF
Horse Feed, pet foods,
hay, fencing materials,
orchard and vineyard
supplies and much
much more. 

Retiring Valley Feed manager
Tom Buckley, right, hands over the
reins to new manager Tony Garcia of
the Ranchos.
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By Rich Lowry

When the Supreme Court rejected
a petition to stop a Texas voter-ID law
from going into effect for the
midterms, the left commenced its
wailing and gnashing of teeth.

In her dissent, Justice Ruth Bader
Ginsburg called the law "purposely
discriminatory," and everyone piled in
behind her with denunciations of the
Lone Star State's blatant racism.

For the left, voter ID is tanta-
mount to a poll tax. If so, the nation
is awash in neo-segregationist elec-
tion rules. According to a recent Gov-
ernment Accountability Office report
on voter-ID laws, 33 states now have
them.

A valid ID is a necessity of mod-
ern life, and requiring one to vote
hardly seems an undue imposition.
Especially if you are willing to give
one out gratis. Of the 17 states that
have strict requirements for a photo or
government-issued ID, the GAO
notes, 16 provide a free ID to eligible
voters.

The critics complain that people
may not have the relevant underlying
documents to get the free ID, and
there is a cost to obtaining them.

Well, yes. In Indiana, for in-
stance, it costs $10 to obtain a birth
certificate. In Arkansas, it costs $12.
In North Dakota, $7.

The GAO report focuses on the
voter-ID states of Kansas and Ten-
nessee, where voters whose eligibility
to vote is in doubt may vote provi-
sionally. Then they have a period after
the election to establish their eligibil-
ity. How many voters are showing up
to vote, only to be foiled by the ID re-
quirement?

According to the GAO, in Kansas
in 2012, 1,115,281 ballots were cast.
There were 38,865 provisional bal-
lots, and of these, 838 were cast for
voter-ID reasons.

In Tennessee, 2,480,182 ballots
were cast. There were 7,089 provi-
sional ballots, and of these, 673 were
cast for voter-ID reasons.

In both states, about 30 percent of
these voter-ID-related provisional bal-
lots were ultimately accepted. That
means in Kansas and Tennessee, alto-
gether about 1,000 ballots weren't
counted (and perhaps many of them
for good reason) out of roughly 3.5
million cast. There you have it, ladies
and gentlemen, voter suppression!

Where you come down on this
issue depends on whether you think
it's reasonable to require the minimal
effort to establish your identity when
voting.

The critics say that in-person
voter fraud is extremely rare, although
that is not an argument for leaving the
system completely open to it. Is vot-

The Poll Tax That Wasn't

“There isn't
any problem

we can't solve
if government

will give us
the facts,

tell us what
needs to be
done, then,

get out of the
way and let us

have at it.”

Guest Editorial

ing so important that it shouldn't be
tethered to an ID requirement? It takes
an ID to buy a gun, a constitutional
right. It takes an ID to get a marriage
license or check into a hotel.

Voting is inevitably going to en-
tail, even in the most latitudinarian
system, some effort. You have to, at
least most of the time, go to the
polling place. You have to fill out the
ballot correctly. You might have to de-
posit it in a box. Not all people will go
to the trouble to do this, or to do it
properly, which doesn't mean they are
disenfranchised.

The irony is that unhinged com-
plaints about voter ID are, in this sup-
posedly troubling new era of the poll
tax, a turnout tool.

Rich Lowry is editor of the Na-
tional Review.

(c) 2014 by King Features Synd., Inc.
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A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
• Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com

Say you saw it in
the Ranchos Independent11/14

37221 Ave. 12 #1C
in the Maywood Center in the Madera Ranchos

call 664455--PPEETTSS
to make your

grooming appointments

GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING  
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Happy
Thanksgiving!

The Bookshelf

By Kalani Torres

First off I would like to offer my sin-
cerest apologies the fine people of The
Ranchos Independent and The Friends of
the Ranchos Library. Why, you may won-
der? I am supposed to write an article
every month to keep you lovely readers
informed and maybe slightly entertained
about what is happening at the library. I
have not written in months and for that I
apologize. I have been a super busy little
librarian. We have been nonstop here at
our lovely little library for the past few
months. This has been fantastic but is
why I have been missing in action. Here’s
what’s been going on.

We had a successful and fantastic
time at the Flatlander’s Craft Fair and Pa-
rade in May. Thanks to all the volunteers,
vendors and community members that
came out to make it a great day. We also
had an amazing time at the summer read-
ing program. We enjoyed such great per-
formers. We once again had a great turn
out of little readers and their parents each
week. Thanks to our financial supporters
this year: The Ranchos/Hills Seniors Cen-
ter, DMIG and the Friends of the Ranchos
Library. We SO appreciate the support.
Thanks to our volunteers for their hard
work all summer. Side note: the library
would not survive without the support and
help of the volunteers throughout the year.
So thank you, thank you, and thank you!
We had an amazing summer and we can’t
wait till next year. 

Naturally, because I work at a li-
brary, people think I have read everything
in the library and always ask for recom-
mendations. Well, I don’t read half as
much as I’d like to and have not been a
faithful reader since I was in junior high.
I am trying to reform the reading habit I
had back in the day. My reading list is
ever growing and the time to read seems
to disappear faster than food at a party. I
love, love, love reading. I love getting in-

side a book and it taking me somewhere
else. I love reading and realizing that I’m
not alone. I love the look of words on a
page. I love the smell of a book, new and
old. I love the fact that at different points
in your life a book can mean something
different or, even better, mean the same.
Reading is brain food. Just love it.

My favorite children’s book is Holes
by Louis Sachar. I have read this book
three times and I love it even more every
time. A recently popular book that I love
is The Fault in Our Stars by John Green.
Green is such an amazing writer. I feel
like he writes from a real place; his writ-
ings are so relatable. Fair warning: it’s a
sad, but good, story. If you want a super
light, fun read, Austenland by Shannon
Hale is adorable and sweet. 

Bucks for Books is happening now.
Please consider making a donation. We
are making plans for the holidays and the
Friends of the Library is having its an-
nual Christmas party on Dec. 4 at 6 p.m.
We would like to invite you to join us
while we decorate the tree and have
some fun. I am also thinking about start-
ing a book club. I have someone to help
lead and organize it. We just want to
know if people are interested. If you are
interested let me know.

That’s it for now. Don’t forget to
stop by and check us out. We have a
year round book sale and free Wi-Fi.
We can’t wait to see you. As always
Happy Reading!

Surprise! Monthly Column Returns

The Madera Ranchos Library
37167 Ave. 12

645-1214
Sunday and Monday Closed

Tuesday 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday

11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Friday and Saturday

11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
www.MaderaCountyLibrary.org
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When you want the BEST for your horse
it’s PARKER’S

EQUESTRIAN CENTER
Horse Boarding • Cross Ties • Round Pen •Wash Racks • Tack Rooms • Trailer Parking
Three SandyArenas • Dressage Court • Full-sized 200x200 Arena • Miles of Trails
Practice Trail Course with Obstacles • Moonlight Rides • Shady Lawns and Trees

ALL for $270

264-7980 8844 Road 35, Madera
bparker@lightspeed.net
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You can do it yourself or have the
pros at Madera Glass & Mirror
take care of your window repairs.

Madera Glass & Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980’s. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

Gotbrokenscreens?MaderaGlass
& Mirror has the expertise to make
quick work of any screen repair.

Glass for picture frames is a spe-
cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
a broken one or complete a project.

the Ranchos Independent Facebook site
along with other timely and relevant infor-
mation) or at the WSC website above.

On Nov. 3, at the Board of Supervisors’
special meeting to modify the County’s
General Plan so that a new shopping center
can be built across from Liberty High
School, the Fire Marshall told the Board
that the current pressure in the Water Sys-
tem requires all the businesses on Avenue
12 to be shut down. So it remains to be seen
then how the Dollar General being built
next to Pete and Maria’s Italian Bistro will
be able to obtain a Permit to Operate let
alone how any stores in the new shopping
center, which the Board agreed to connect
to the Ranchos Water System, will obtain
operating permits. But as recently ap-
pointed Public Works Director Johannes
Hoevertsz reported at the same Board meet-
ing, the Liberty Village Shopping Center
developer has committed to supplying a
half million gallon water storage tank to be
installed at the Dublin Well site.

Looking Ahead
When asked by outgoing Supervisor

Manual Nevarez whether it was a good idea
to allow the shopping center to connect to
the shaky Water System, Hoevertsz said
that it was necessary in order to obtain stor-

age for it, since it currently has none. He
also described a State grant application the
County had made on behalf of Valley Teen
Ranch (VTR) so that an additional produc-
tion well along with an additional one mil-
lion gallon storage tank could be installed.
That plan also involves connecting VTR to
the Ranchos Water System and would be
made possible by virtue of VTR’s Disad-
vantaged Community (DAC) Status. In ad-
dition to the grant for VTR, the County has
also made a grant application to the State
Revolving Fund for construction funds of
$15.5 million to replace the Water System
piping and install water meters.

South-Eastern Madera County United
(SEMCU) is also looking for help to apply
for a State Department of Water Resources
Water and Energy Grant, which identifies
the Ranchos itself as a DAC, primarily due
to existing levels of pollution. Projects may
include low-flow toilets, other low-flow
water fixtures, instant water heaters and
water meters for all facilities (residences,
businesses and schools) in southeast
Madera County. The Water Energy Grant
application must be submitted by Dec. 12
and everyone who lives or operates in
southeast Madera County is encouraged to
participate with SEMCU in this and any

MD-10A cont. from P. 3

Please seeMD-10A on P. 16
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As most of you know that have
been reading this column for any
length of time, you know how so
very much I wanted to be a teacher
when I grew up. In fact, when my
sisters and I would “play school” I
was always the teacher – being the
oldest didn’t hurt either. But being a
teacher just wasn’t in the cards. That
certainly didn’t stop me from loving
the little guys. I always requested the
first and second grades when I taught
Sunday School.

Somewhere in the 1960s Art Lin-
kletter had a program called House
Party and on that show he had a seg-
ment called “Kids Say the Darndest
Things.” I would watch it every
chance I got because I loved to hear
how the kids would answer his ques-
tions.

Invariably, Art would ask the
question – Did your Mommy or
Daddy tell you something that you
shouldn’t say? And of course, as all
kids would do, was blab the answers.
“Now don’t tell them that Grandpa
walks around in his underwear – or
your Aunt Mabel is the biggest gos-
sip on the block”.

Not long ago, I was thinking
about the Thanksgiving article and
thought I’d like to see what kids
would say about cooking the Thanks-
giving dinner. After talking it over
with Randy and telling him what I
wanted to do, he said I should start
at the top. So I put in a call to
Golden Valley Unified Superinten-
dent Andy Alvarado, and what a help
he was. He contacted the principals
at Webster and Sierra View and they
contacted the first grade teachers and
away we went. And did we get a re-
action!

There is no way we can print
them all, I wish we could. Randy and
I went through them and picked out
some of the funniest, sincere and
thoughtful of them all.

The first question we asked was
“Do you know how to cook a
turkey?”

We got lots of answers to cook it
in a pot for anywhere from 5 minutes
to 200 minutes, and lots of dads who
cook the turkey on the BBQ.

Kristina from Mrs. Canar’s class
at Webster said, “First you kill the
turkey, next you bbq it. Last you are
done.”

Payton, also from Webster, said
simply, “My Mom never cooks
turkey.”

Jonnie Lynn from Ms. Fulton’s
class at Webster said, “First you peel
it then you put it in the pot.”

In Mrs. Kent’s class at Webster
Mikayla told us, “You cook it in the
oven at 20 (degrees) and 13 min-
utes.”

The next question was “What is
stuffing?” which most of the kids
said was the soft stuff inside their
teddy bears.

Logan, from Mrs. Canar’s class,
said, “Stuffing is yellow stuff with
vegetables,” while Meghan from
Mrs. Green’s Webster class said,
“You put donuts with cake, peppers,
slomia (salami?), ice cream and put
it in the oven.”

Nixon, from Sierra View, said,
“Stuffing goes in the turkey. Stuffing
is made with a box,” while Bonilla,
also from Sierra View, said, “Stuff-
ing is yummy. It has bread crumbs
and nuts. It has jam. It has protein.”
And Sierra View’s Nathan said,
“Stuffing is good. It has ice cream.”

Our next question was “Where
do cranberries come from?”

Most of the answers were they
come from trees or bushes. One stu-
dent said they came from Costco and
April from Sierra View says they
come from pomegranates.

Mikayla from Mrs. Kent’s class
said, “Cranberries come from trees.
I know that because I have seen it.”
And Helio from Sierra View gave
them a ringing endorsement: “My
Mom eats a lot of cranberries. My
Mom thinks they are very, very,
VERY good.”

Our last question was, “What
are your family’s Thanksgiving tra-
ditions?”

Most of the answers were either
about going to Grandma’s house or
Grandma coming to their house. And
a lot of them play with their cousins.

Gianni from Mrs. Canar’s class
said, “I eat all the pumpkin pie.” All
of it?

Isabel, also from Mrs. Canar’s

by Jean Briner

The Mouths of Babes

Please see RECIPE on P. 15

We now deliver
to the Ranchos,
Bonnadelle &
Rolling Hills

areas.11
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GRAVEL • FILL DIRT • WATER TRUCK
call Vincent DeAnda at 645-8800 or cell 284-0824
Lic. #863054 • M.B.E. • 37647 Verde Ave. Madera
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Do you need some extra cash? We are looking for the
following items and FAIR PRICES are PAID --

SADDLES • BRIDLES • HEADSTALLS • SHOW HALTERS
BITS • SHOW TACK • ALL OTHER HORSE TACK

OLD HORSE BOOKS • TACK RACKS • HORSE STATUES
ALSO -- WESTERN BELT BUCKLES • SPURS

AMERICAN INDIAN ITEMS • POCKET WATCHES
TURQUOISE and STERLING SILVER JEWELRY
COSTUME JEWELRY – ALL KINDS • THIMBLES

STERLING SPOONS – FORKS – PLATES, ETC.

If you have anything for sale call:

264-7980
or bparker@lightspeed.net

We live in the Ranchos and can come to your place or meet you.

THANK YOU

11
/1
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Need Extra MONEY
for CHRISTMAS?
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The Other Magic Word

Three of my favorite things start in No-
vember: Flannel sheet season, fires in the fire-
place and Christmas music.Yes, we start early

at our house. The season is too short and the
music is just too good.

The other night as the music played, the
fire crackled and Iwas smoothing fresh flannel
across the bed, the thought of simpler times
popped into my head. As an organizer I have
myown ideasofwhat thatmeans, but I decided
to Google “simpler times” to see how the In-
ternetmight define it.Antique gifts, a brand of
beer and some “get away from it all” cabins in
NewYorkwere the top hits.

I don’t know about the beer, but I do tend
to link antiquated times andgetting away to ex-
periencingmore simplicity.But thosedon’t sat-
isfy the desire for simpler times in the here and
now.What does?

I believe there’s a powerful word that at
least in part, answers that question.Theword is

“some.” Choosing some can simplify and en-
hance life in a number of ways. Letting go of
the “all or nothing”mentality is often ahealthy
choice. Let’s look at some examples.

Keeping it all.Unless youhaveunlimited
storage, keeping it all complicates life.Keeping
somesimplifies.Keep someofyour kids’stuff.
Keep some of the clothes you hope to fit into
again. Keep some of the birthday, anniversary
and Christmas cards you receive. Keep some
of the books you read. Keep some of the plas-
tic containers for left-overs.You get the idea.

Keeping some allows you to have what
you love or need most, without having clut-
tered cabinets, closets, garages and rooms.
Keeping some means you have the space to
see, use and enjoy what you keep. Keeping
somemeansyouhavemore time for those spe-

cial things because you don’t have to manage
it all.

Doing it all. Unless you don’t plan on
sleeping, doing it all complicates life. Doing
some simplifies. Do some exercise. Spend
some time watching TV or looking at Face-
book. Do some work (OK, enough to pay the
bills). Do some fun things with family and
friends. Do some chores. Do some planning.
Do some volunteering. Do some things now,
and some things later.

None of us can do it all. Making inten-
tional choices and monitoring the amount of
time we choose to spend on specific things
gives us freedom to be OKwith some instead
of none. It also protects us from imbalances

Please see ORGANIZED on P. 16
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Thank you for
all the support, it's
been a great first
season.

We will be open
intermittently for
holiday events so
stay tuned. We will
reopen full-time in
thespringwhenlocal
produce returns. 11/14

Got a holding tank to fill?What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want towaste your preciouswell water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!

11
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By Michele Roberts

The question I have been asked a thou-
sand times by Ranchos residents is: “When
can we start watering our lawns again?” My
answer to you all is that if you are waiting
on the County to come to your rescue, you
will be waiting for a long time. This is OUR
water system, we paid for it and County
staff expects us to participate in solving
what is, at the end of the day, OUR
dilemma.

We, the citizens of the Ranchos, need to
quit having meetings, talking the subject to
death and never coming up with a plan of ac-
tion, much less following through with it.
There are solutions, many of them in fact
that have beenmentioned during those meet-
ings. “Dumping the County” and going back
to being a private system is a common re-
frain, but you have to have a plan in place
first. How you will keep the water flowing,
pay our bills andmanage the system any bet-
ter than the County has, much less cheaper?

Some want to sue the County for wast-
ing some of the millions of dollars that have
been raised over the years for the system’s
management. It is an idea, but we don’t
have the eight to 10 years to get through a
lawsuit and pay the lawyers, do we? Then
there is the idea to vote and pass another
bond measure, for about $15 million dol-
lars, to replace those leaky pipes, drill new
wells and install storage tanks. Please re-
member, a bond measure of $3,351,000
cost each household on the water system
$3,500 in 1996. Multiply that by five and
the bill could be more than $15,000 apiece.

This is not a ratepayer versus private
well user problem either; there are two
things private well owners and water sys-
tem property owners do have in common.
Most areas of the Ranchos community
draw their water from the very same
aquifer, including the farmers. Second, al-
most all of us are using individual septic
tanks and dry wells, which means we are
putting raw, barely filtered sewage into the
top 300 feet of our aquifer and have been
doing so for over 50 years. This translates
to a single, unavoidable fact – all of us are
in this together.

May I have the audacity to suggest we
try a combination of the ideas mentioned
above?We need to improve our system right
now; we are running out of time. There are
currently three separate new requests to
annex new land into our water system. This
would bring additional resources (new
wells, three 1 million gallon storage tanks,
new pipeline and money from hook-up fees
and billing) to strengthen and expand our
system. The situation could begin to im-
prove with the Dublin well coming on line

in six months and make our system stable
within a year. We would have enough ca-
pacity to finally hook up stand-by ratepayers
who have been waiting for 18 years, as well
as expanding the offer to connect to the sys-
tem to surrounding parcels currently on a
private well.

We cannot stop there though; we need
a plan on how to manage our system effec-
tively for the long haul. Other people have
investigated the pros and cons of privatiza-
tion, or forming a Community Service Dis-
trict, as well as continuing to seek grant
funding that can make it possible to pay for
needed planning and improvement. Re-
ceiving grant money could reduce the
amount needed from a bond measure, mak-
ing it more affordable. No one solution is
either easy or best, but together they may
get the job done.

So, the answer to the question “When
can we water our lawns again?” is as soon
as six months or as long as never again. It
depends on each person in the Ranchos, at
the least, getting informed and more aware
of their options. So, I ask you:What are you
doing to solve this mess? To start, please try
to attend a meeting of the newMadera Ran-
chosWater System Committee and become
one of the “we” working on solutions.

The Not-So-Green Grass of Summer
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HerecomesSantaClaus,herecomesSanta
Claus, right down … Thanksgiving Lane?

Christmas time is here again, and it’s
early. It would seem that each year we see
it start earlier and earlier and I’m not going
to lie, I love it. I know, I know … it was
mid-October when we saw the first batch
of Christmas decorations creep into the
back of Walmart. We hadn’t even donned
our costumes and hit the streets for a little
tricking and treating before we were inun-
dated with elves and snowflakes. Now here
we are trying to plan a Thanksgiving feast
and it seems the world has gone a little
Christmas crazy. Well get me a straight
jacket and ship me off to the nuthouse be-
cause I am all for it. If I could move to the
North Pole and get a job as one of Santa’s
elves, I would be on the first reindeer out
of here. I’m barely over the height cap; I
can slouch.

The Christmas season is a magical
time for me. It’s spiritual, it’s time with the
family, and it is absolutely gorgeous. I
often find myself taking the long way
home so I can drive through the neighbor-
hoods with the best and brightest displays.
And by “taking the long way” I mean driv-
ing 15 miles in the opposite direction. I
love the people that go crazy. The Clark
Griswolds of the world with 25,000 im-
ported twinkle lights and a life-sized na-
tivity in their front yard.After a long day at
work it brings me peace and reminds me
of the way my mom would go overboard
inside our house. I used to tell her it looked
like Santa Claus threw up all over the liv-
ing room. I didn’t appreciate it all as a kid
but I do now.

Besides the department stores and
radio stations, I’m pretty sure my personal
desire to extend this particular time of year
is a minority opinion. It’s obvious when
everywhere I turn people are complaining
about seeing holiday displays and hearing
Christmas music already. I have seen peo-
ple shake their heads and with an exasper-
ated sigh ask, “Can’t we just take it one
holiday at a time?” One girl in my office
even said she wanted to egg the houses of
the individuals who had already put up
lights. A bit extreme, don’t you think? The
idea that the mere glimpse of some Christ-
mas decorations up in November can in-
cite such rage that the only recourse that
you feel is suitable is vandalism? That
seems like an overreaction.

Honestly, what’s the big deal about
combining the end of the year holidays into
a giant block of adorned evergreens and
lighted icicles dressing up your rain gut-
ters? Are there that many staunch Thanks-

giving enthusiasts that just cannot be per-
suaded to give up their special Turkey Day
decorations? What do those even look
like? Pilgrim hats with giant buckles, hol-
lowed out gourds stuffed with fall colored
leaves and pumpkins and pinecones
grouped in deliberate arrangements. All
that is lovely, but for me, nothing beats a
trimmed tree and those Dickensian little
villages that just feel like winter.

I can understand the desire to preserve
Halloween. The ghosts and goblins and
ghouls that people stick to their doors and
hang from trees and porches. The haunted
houses and the front yard cemeteries – I
don’t want to replace that. Even I thought
it absurd to walk through the store in the
middle of October and find dancing Santas
and rows of ornaments. I love Christmas
and all, but I’m not ridiculous. But, in my
opinion, from a decorating standpoint,
Thanksgiving doesn’t really measure up to
the holidays that flank it. Not a lot of peo-
ple sticking a big ol’ turkey on their front
door and setting up statues of Pilgrims and
Native Americans on their lawn depicting
the first Thanksgiving. Not that this
wouldn’t be cool, I’d go out of my way to
see neighborhoods dressed up like this,
too. But you just don’t see it much.

What’s wrong with wanting colorful
lights and bright trees in the background
while you enjoy your turkey and stuffing?
Why is it so wrong to enjoy a wreath on the
front door and garland draped around the
house? No one is saying skipThanksgiving.
I’m certainly not; I look forward to that feast
every year. I’m just suggesting the scenery
could be enhanced with a roaring fireplace
with fluffy fake snowon themantel and can-
dles filling the room with a rich, spicy scent.
I don’t believe that takes away from the
Thanksgiving experience but rather en-
hances it. The two holidays are so close to-
gether and share similar weather and
sentiment. Why not embrace both at the
same time. Meld them together and enjoy
the spirit of the entire holiday season. I think
we can all agree that the two looks are com-
plimentary, and at the end of the day, the
landscape is secondary to the company.

Happy November Christmas

674-1663
23338 Ave. 14

Madera

DRILLINGAND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

11/14

Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting

Concrete Foundations & Flatwork 11
/1
4

JointMuscle Repair • Fibromyalgia • SportsMassagecall
or

text 559-332-3313 • 36733Ave.12
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The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce is sponsoring

“The Big One” Christmas Chamber Mixer
Wednesday, December 10 • 6-7:30 p.m.

Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
37167Avenue 12 Suite 5C, Madera Ranchos

Everyone is invited. Great food will be served. OurMerry Christmas to you.

Help a Foster Child
this Christmas

through the Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce and CASA

Santa has a
SURPRISE for you!

courtesy of the Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce

Look in your
December issue

of the Ranchos Independent

Annual Community
Christmas Tree
Lighting Ceremony

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce

The return of the original Community Christmas Tree Lighting is coming
to the Maywood Center on Saturday, Dec. 6 at 6 p.m. Come join in the
celebration that raises badly needed supplies for our Veterans at Veterans
Hospital in Fresno while you get to enjoy snacks, beverages, Christmas
carols and a visit by Santa Claus himself.

Pick a star for a Veteran at the VA Hospital.

Call the Chamber at 645-4001 for complete details

MaywoodShoppingCenter •Saturday,Dec.6 •6p.m.

Items needed for Veterans: Instant coffee, white hand towels, white socks,
lap blankets, toothpaste, toothbrushes, L and XL white t-shirts, new books.
Items need to be returned to the Chamber office by Dec. 13. Gifts will be
delivered to the Veterans at the VA Hospital in Fresno on Dec. 15 at 10 a.m.

11
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Bring a little sparkle of joy to a foster
child this Christmas by stopping by the
Chamber office and selecting an ornament
with a child’s name, age and gift request.
The requests range from everything from a
Barbie doll or soccer ball, to simple hair
ribbons.Unwrapped
items must be turned in
to the Chamber office by
December 12.

Call 645-4001 for
more information.
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By Karen Petryna

The Ranchos now has its own full-ser-
vice bakery, called Dough RayMe Bakery,
onAvenue 12 at the former location of the
Coffee Spot. Officially opened on Sept. 1
by co-owners and cousins, Dawn Hilter-
brand and Lindsey Orcutt, Dough Ray Me
Bakery still offers the same great coffee,
but instead of just featuring select baked
goods it now produces everything you
would expect from a bakery – right on the
premises. Dough Ray Me Bakery origi-
nally operated with a cottage license out of
Orcutt’s home and made only deliveries
for about two years. Then, when the two
learned that the Coffee Spot’s location,
where many of their products had been
featured, was going to become available,
they decided to turn the tables and the
Dough Ray Me Bakery and Coffee Spot
was born.

It all started as a way to find some-
thing to do at 3 o’clock in the morning,
Hilterbrand said, talking about her third
youngest of five who was a very fussy
baby. She found that the child was soothed
by the sound of the mixer and so began a
routine of very early morning baking first

for family and friends and then upon re-
quest. She and Orcutt, who also refer to
themselves as sisters since their moms are
sisters and their dads are brothers, decided
to form a new relationship as business
p a r t n e r s .
Using good,
o l d - f a s h -
ioned hard
work and
know-how
learned from
cook books,
Y o u T u b e
videos and
practice, they
formed the
first incarna-
tion of
Dough Ray
Me Bakery
which, after
advertising
on Facebook, landed them a front page ar-
ticle in the Fresno Bee.

Business Quadruples
“Our business quadrupled after the

Bee article,” Hilterbrand said, “and that’s
when we started looking for a physical lo-

cation to sell from.” The team found the
prospect somewhat daunting however, and
after finding a potential place which was
for rent on Avenue 12, decided to hold off
partly because of their best customers and

good friends,
Dan and
A u d r a
Damore, the
p r e v i o u s
owners of the
Coffee Spot.
“We knew
we would
have to offer
coffee at our
own bakery,
and we didn’t
want to com-
pete with
Dan and
A u d r a , ”
Hilterbrand

explained.
Timing is Everything

Then, as fate would have it, about
three weeks after their decision to wait,
Audra Damore, who didn’t know Hilter-
brand and Orcutt were looking for a store-

front, asked if the two knew anyone who
might be interested in buying the Damore’s
business. And it was at this point Hilter-
brand and Orcutt realized they had found a
new home — and only needed to get busy
learning how to make great coffee. “Audra
worked with us for about a month,” Hilter-
brand said. “She taught us how to make all
the drinks the Coffee Spot served. And we
still serve the same brand of coffee, from
the Santa Cruz Coffee Roasting Com-
pany.”

Still Offering Great Coffee
When asked what makes the coffee so

special, a customer piped up to vouch for
it. First she agreed with Hilterbrand that
it’s not at all bitter and then added, “It’s the
only coffee I can drink black.” Now a reg-
ular at Dough Ray Me Bakery, Cherie
went on to say the atmosphere of the place
reminded her of the 1980’s T.V. show
Cheers because she has met so many nice
people there.

Community Roots and Commitment
Hilterbrand and Orcutt, though four

years apart in age, were both raised in
Bonadelle Ranchos, attended Sierra View

The Best Cinnamon Rolls in the Ranchos at Dough Ray Me Bakery

The star of the show: the world famous Dough Ray Me cin-
namon roll, made fresh daily only in the Ranchos.

Please see DOUGH on P. 15
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1945 N. Helm, Suite 101
Fresno, CA 93727

(559) 222-5437
www.transitionschildrensservices.org

LIC. #107206625
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Foster Parents Needed
We are looking for nurturing and loving homes
for children placed in foster care. We provide
support, training and reimbursement to our
foster families. For more details, please contact
Michelle at (559) 222-5437.

Where can you get

in the Ranchos?

PERSONAL TRAINING • MOBILITY CLASSES
“EAT RIGHT FOR YOUR BLOOD TYPE” PROGRAMS
SMALLGROUP TRAINING •BODYWEIGHT TRAINING

37167 Ave. 12 #4A • Madera Ranchos
559-416-8531

OneWeek FREE Membership
with this coupon or mention this ad • expires 12-31-2014

11/14
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The Branch & Vine Fruit Barn
opens itsdoors in theRanchos

By Christi McKinney

The big red barn which stands on Av-
enue 12 just west of Highway 41 in the
Madera Ranchos is now the proud new
home of the Branch & Vine Fruit Barn. It
took over a year and lots of help from fam-
ily and friends to completely restore the
barn, which has been a landmark in the Ran-
chos since the 1980’s, to its current condi-
tion. Branch & Vine is a partnership with
theWylie family, brothers Justin and Chase,
and father Craig who owns FarmCo in
Madera, along
with property
owner and
farmer Jimmy
Anderson. “An-
derson had al-
ways envisioned
turning his old
barn into a mar-
ket for our
crops,” Justin
Wylie said. “We
have such a wide
variety of crops
here in our area
that we thought it was the perfect time to get
this up and running. Our goal is to get pro-
duce from the branch or vine to your kitchen
table as quick as possible to maximize fresh-
ness.” In addition to fresh organic fruits and
vegetables in season, they also sell flowers,
homemade preserves and local honey as
well as local artwork and jewelry.

The Wylie family has farmed here for
many years and they are very conscious of
the water issues that currently exist in our
community. “Water used for the property is
tail water [runoff from our pistachios] and
Ag well water [lines that have to be flushed
to get rid of sand and gravel before irrigat-

ing],” saidWylie. They currently have 2,000
acres in production in Madera which in-
cludes almonds, pistachios, mandarins,
pomegranates and hay. They’ve added
pumpkins, tomatoes, peppers and onions for
the first time this year. “Much of what we
sell is grown on our own farms however we
are also looking to develop relationships
with local growers interested in direct sale
opportunities,” said Wylie. If you have an
interest please call Justin directly at 559-
577-9667.

The Branch & Vine Fruit Barn has
been warmly welcomed to the Ranchos by
many residents already and they look for-
ward to being part of the community.
Branch & Vine is in a prime location for

attracting com-
muters from
Avenue 12,
Freeway 41 or
Freeway 99.
They are work-
ing to establish
themselves as a
destination lo-
cation hoping to
draw in tourists
heading up to-
ward Yosemite.
They currently
offer hay rides,

a bounce house, a petting zoo and even oc-
casional pony rides. They are now avail-
able for hosting weddings, birthdays,
private parties and fund raisers. They are
located at 38802Avenue 12, Madera Ran-
chos and their standard hours are Tuesday
through Sunday from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
They recently announced that they were
closing down for the season and will be re-
opening in spring when the crops start
coming in, however they will be open co-
inciding with holiday events. For infor-
mation about upcoming activities or
arranging a private event visit their Face-
book page or call 559-575-1867.

Business Profile

Branching Out into the Ranchos

Refurbished and ready to go, the new Branch &
Vine Fruit Barn is located at 38802 Avenue 12 in the
Madera Ranchos, just west of Highway 41.



www.The Ranchos.com

Self-Help Legal Document Assistant
•
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Madera County LDA Reg. 2010001R • Exp. 8/10/16

Judith L. Locatelli
Legal Document Assistant • Notary Public

“I am not an attorney. I can only provide
self-help services at your specific direction.”

Estate Planning • Family Law
... and more

New Location
by Appointment Only

559-395-4640 office • 559-908-4600 cell
www. JudysLegalDocumentService.Com
36141 Ave. 12 #109 • Madera, CA • 93636

•

HHaappppyyTThhaannkkssggiivviinngg!!

Judy’s Legal Document
Service

Doterra Certified Pure Therapeutic Grade Essential Oils
can improve your health, increase your energy, fight viruses and so much more. 

Call me to find out how these oils can help you!
Tina Shannon

Independent Product Consultant

www.mydoterra.com/tinashannon  

11/14

Using ON GUARD is a
great way to strengthen and maintain a
healthy immune function when seasonal
threats are high or to protect against
elements that can weaken the immune
system.

645-4948 or 430-7131call

Call Tina TODAY
to get YOUR all-natural
On Guard products.

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday 
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM 

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!
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Elementary, Spring Valley Junior High, and
Sierra High School, and are now both rais-
ing their own families here. Orcutt, whose
husband works for the Forestry Service and
has been busy all summer fighting fires,
was taking a short break with him in the
Bay Area at the time of the interview.
Though normally she takes over for Hilter-
brand mid-morning, since it is Hilterbrand
who still gets up quite early to be at the bak-
ery every day between 3 and 3:30 a.m.
Hilterbrand says her husband’s schedule is
a little more flexible since he works as a
Youth Pastor at Lifetree Church and also for
Madera Unified.

Dough Ray Me Bakery has opened its
doors, and tables, for reservations for local
area clubs needing a place to meet. At pres-
ent, Lifetree’s “Moms of Preschoolers”
(MOPs), “Moms Next”, and their Men’s
group all meet at the bakery/coffee shop. So
does Flipside Church’s board. Other groups
are welcome to reserve tables at the Dough
Ray Me Bakery for their regular meetings
or, by Cherie’s example, customers are wel-
come to come in and just hang out. When
Cherie reported her mother’s passing on
Facebook last January, she was surprised
and pleased that Hilterbrand and Orcutt,
whom she didn’t know at the time, chose to
bring Cherie’s father, living in Fresno, some
of their signature cinnamon rolls along with
a batch of fresh-made bierocks. And she
couldn’t be more pleased to support the

bakery or recommend its bierocks and sig-
nature cinnamon rolls, which are baked
fresh every day and used in the bread pud-
ding the next day.

Store Hours and Offerings
Dough Ray Me Bakery is open from 6

a.m. until 8 p.m. every day except Sunday
when it closes at 3 p.m. It also offers cater-
ing-type services for birthdays, weddings
and other events as well as “at cost” baked
goods for non-profits such as schools and
churches. 

You can “like” Dough Ray Me Bakery
on Facebook to be informed about upcom-
ing events including their grand opening
celebration. You can also “like” “the Ran-
chos Independent” on Facebook for even
more news.

Page 15

Cousins, “sisters,” best friends and own-
ers of Dough Ray Me Bakery, Lindsey Orcutt
(left) and Dawn Hilterbrand.

DOUGH cont. from P. 13

class said, “I give my Grandma a
card.”

A n g e l i c a
from Mrs.
Green’s Webster
class said, “Cele-
brate my dog’s
birthday and eat
turkey, mash po-
tatoes. That is our
Thanksgiving tra-
ditions.”

Kaleb from
Sierra View said,
“We stay home and
eat turkey and fruit
and pie and watch
TV,” and Haley,
also from Sierra
View, said, “We
stay home and eat
turkey and stuff-
ing. We eat pie and
give thanks for
poor people.”

I’ll close with
this from John in Mrs. Kent’s class at

Webster: “We say our prayers,” and
Emma from Mrs. Green’s class: “My
Mom and Dad love me and my sis-
ters.”

Isn’t that
what it’s all
about?

There you
have it – only a
portion of the an-
swers we got, but
they were price-
less. I want to sin-
cerely thank
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t
Andy Alvarado,
Principals Ladlo
Lopez of Webster
and Chris Impera-
trice of Sierra
View and ALL of
the first grade
teachers at both
schools for all
their help. But
most of all, the
students in the
first grade at these

two schools – YOU WERE AWSOME!

RECIPE cont. from P. 8

A Thanksgiving turkey by Ariella from Mrs.
Fulton’s first grade class at Webster Elementary.
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Ranchos Dental Care & Orthodontics

www.ranchosdental.net

11/14

559-645-5320

37144 Ave. 12, Suite 104
Madera Ranchos

Matthew Pia, D.D.S.

“like”
us on

36734 AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTO ACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

11/14

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $25!

that can hinder our relationships, health and fi-
nancial goals.

So how do we put that magic word into
practice? Choose a spot that’s full. Maybe it’s
where your coffee mugs or DVDs/VHS tapes
are stored. Decide you’re going to keep some.
Use the “what do I love or need?” criteria and
then simplify.

Next, think about your schedule. Is there
something that sticks out to you that you’re
over-doing– toomuchextra timeatworkor too
many volunteer jobs? Is there something that
you would like to, or need to start doing—ex-
ercising, spending time with your kids or

spouse?Rather than thinking about those things
in terms of all or nothing, think “some.” Cut
some back.Add some.

In their book, Switch – How to Change
WhenChange isHard,ChipandDanHeath say,
“Small targets lead to small victories, and small
victories canoften trigger apositive spiral ofbe-
havior.” If the thought of simpler times sounds
appealing to you, choose a small target to apply
the “some” principle and seewhat happens.

Contact Brenda McElroy at Organized by
Choice (because things don’t always fall into
place) at P.O.Box 26152, Fresno,CA93729, 559-
871-3314,oremailatinfo@organizedbychoice.com.
www.organizedbychoice.com is herwebsite.

ORGANIZED cont. from P. 9

other beneficial endeavors that can be iden-
tified for the region.

On Nov. 10 several Water System
ratepayers met with newly elected District 1
Supervisor Brett Frazier at Pete and Maria’s
Italian Bistro to discuss water issues for
southeast Madera. Chuck La Rue gave Fra-
zier a list of four recharge basin projects
that have previously been made known to
several current and past Supervisors and
County employees. Frazier said he was im-
pressed how Supervisor Rodriguez, once
elected, had quickly green-lighted recharge
basin projects in his district. Recharge
basins are essentially big and clean and
deep enough holes to collect a substantial
amount of water and allow it to quickly per-
colate underground before evaporation oc-
curs. Frazier also mentioned an idea to
allow the Riverstone (formerly Gateway
Village) development to dig dirt in the Ran-
chos and thereby create recharge basins. He
also referred to the just-approved Prop. 1
Water Bond funding for water quality, sup-
ply, treatment and storage projects, which
according to the Secretary of State website,
“… authorizes $7.545 billion in general ob-
ligation bonds for state water supply infra-
structure projects, including surface and
groundwater storage, ecosystem and water-
shed protection and restoration, and drink-

ing water protection.”
Slated to be appointed shortly after the

Nov. 25 application deadline, the new
Water System Committee will be in a posi-
tion to tackle a variety of issues to protect
and enhance the water rights and opportu-
nities of all the people who live and work in
southeast Madera County — with much
greater authority and transparency. Critical
issues include getting recharge basins in
place as soon as possible (remarkably, none
have yet been started in this historical
drought year); keeping the County focused
on their extended deadline to connect the
new Dublin production well to the Water
System (now set for April 15, 2015); and
adding storage and repairing pipelines at
least enough to meet fire flow and public
safety demands.

Other important projects include the
opportunity to explore new sources of water
for the region such as the potential source
identified under the San Joaquin River and
detailed in the September issue of the Ran-
chos Independent (available online at
www.theranchos.com); the opportunity to
follow up on accounting reconciliation with
the newly elected Auditor/Controller Todd
Miller; and to follow up on water-related
grants both applied for and in process by
the County and SEMCU. Also of immedi-
ate concern is the need to ensure new de-
velopments, including the proposed Austin

MD-10A cont. from P. 7 Quarry project at Highways 41 and 145, do
not adversely impact groundwater in the re-
gion and even, possibly, to consider return-
ing the Water System to a privately owned
mutual water company, similar to Madera

ValleyWater Company, potentially benefit-
ting the community with dedicated service
and allocation of funds.

Get involved. Help yourself and your
community.

Page 16
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www.chadstrucking.com ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •
HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •

LANDSCAPEMATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •
HUMUS •
BARK •
CHIPS •

RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •

COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •

CONSTRUCTIONCLEANUP •559-645-5363
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

11
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Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

3535 S. Temperance • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Tom and Maria at

11/14

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

come meet friends!

Golden Valley Baptist Church

12414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos · 559-645-1700

Mansel Trimble is the pastor at Golden Valley
Baptist Church. Come say “hello” to Mansel.

11/14

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

11/14 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TTIIRREEDD  OOFF  PPAAYYIINNGG
FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at

The Winter of My ... and Your ... Life
Senior Report

Funny thing about life. We live it, but
never know where it will take us. But when
we reach the winter of our life, we look back
and wonder where the years went. We look
in the mirror, see ourselves and say, “What
happened? Who is that person? It is not me.”
Life is like the four seasons of the calendar
year. Most of us have a difficult time accept-
ing the final season of our life (in my family
it is being 70). It does not help when you re-
ceive a correspondence in the mail remind-
ing you that you are mandated to begin
withdrawing from your 401K retirement
fund. Time has a way of moving quickly and
you are unaware of the years that drifted by.
I remember during my school days, the
spring of my life, I could not wait to be grown
up. Time was not moving fast enough. 

Throughout my years, I saw older peo-
ple and they were years away from me. I
lived through the spring, the summer, the fall,
charging ahead, never looking back and
never paying any attention to the passing of
time. Like the sayings goes, I never took the
time to stop and smell the roses. The energy
and adrenalin in my body kept on going and
time was just the hour of the day. 

Now I must come to the realization that
this is the final season of my life. But my
mind is kicking and screaming, not wanting
to leave my fall. You might figure there are
20 years to each of the four seasons of an av-
erage life. You wonder where you were in
each season and what did you accomplish in
each segment. Yes, I have had regrets. There
were things I did and things I should not have
done. My pleasure is knowing there are
many things I am happy to have accom-
plished. Getting older is enjoyable in some
way. You can go back through memories you
created through your spring. Those were the
young, simple and carefree days of innocent
and uncomplicated life and love. The sum-
mer was a time of creating a career, financial
and family life. Fall for me was the most
challenging and educating during the up and
down of mid-life changes and crises. Now
that winter has set in, I have the freedom of
not being committed to time but can relive
the memories of the good old days, old songs
and old movies and catch up with old friends.
It is amazing with the new media technology
and unoccupied time in your life how you
can find lost friends scattered around the
world. Life is much simpler now. The only
thing I am not prepared for are the aches and
pains, the loss of strength and agility, the in-
ability to go back and do all the things that I
wish I had done … and never did. I am not

giving up on life – just realizing I must make
the most of my remaining days and make it
the most successful season of my life. I am
stronger because I have to be; I am smarter
because of my mistakes. I am the happiest
and full of confidence because of the sadness
and insecurities I have known. Now I am
wiser because of what I know. I am just be-
ginning my winter and it has a predetermined
set of days. It could be two to three years, 12
or 20 years, but now I know how time can
drift away. 

Life is a gift to you; you have no prom-
ise that you will see all the four seasons of
your life. The way you live it through the
four seasons gives you an opportunity to
make changes in the direction you wish to
make. Life goes by quickly so do what you
can do today as you can never be sure
whether this is your winter.

Raffle tickets for the doll, bed, clothes
and tea set are still available at the Senior
Center, drawing Dec. 6. $1 for one ticket or
$5 for six tickets. 

The Annual Ranchos/Hills Seniors
Christmas and Bake Sale Nov. 29 and Dec.
6 from 8 a.m. to noon.

Reminder: Annual Christmas gift drive
for our Veterans sponsored by the Ranchos
Chamber. Bring your items to the Senior
Center, including lap blankets, toothbrushes,
toothpaste, white t shirts (L or XL) white
socks, instant coffee, white hand towels and
new books. Final day is Dec. 10. 

On Dec. 8 at 6 p.m. the Ranchos/Hills
Seniors will have an installation of new offi-
cers for 2015 and a Christmas Dinner catered
by Ranchos Café. The cost is $18 for chicken
cordon bleu, rice pilaf, vegetables and Black
Forest cake. Sign-up at the Senior Center.

The Department of Health comes peri-
odically to the Center for free checkups. For
referrals to medical providers and commu-
nity services, the contact number is 675-7893
to make an appointment.

A nutritionally balanced lunch program
is available Monday through Friday at 11:30
a.m. A suggested price for 60 years and older
is $1.75. Reservations are needed 24 hours
in advance prior to 11 a.m. so remember to
call Joann at 645-4864.

We have a growing exercise program
being held on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays at 10 a.m.and on Tuesdays at 12:15
p.m. are a variety of card games to be en-
joyed. Stop by the Senior Center for a copy
of our activity calendar for daily events. Ad-
ditional copies are available at the Ranchos
Market and Hurst Hardware and several
businesses along Avenue 12. You can also
contact Joann at 645-4864.

By Verlaine Elinburg
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Classified • call 645-0634
Alteration Services

Madlin's Alterations - 45 years
experience - Tailoring, repairs and
leathers . Fast service. NEW AD-
DRESS & PHONE NUMBER:
36027 Ruth Ave. Call 559-645-
4583.

Auto Detailing

Mirror Image Mobile Auto De-
tai l ing - Full Service Auto detai l -
ing, also RV's , Boats and
Motorcycles . We use our own
water. Headlight restorat ion. Wax,
polish, cut and shampoo. Call 559-
676-2877.

Child Care

Child Care - Susan Ryan Day Care.
Newborn to 5 years old. Licensed. Call
661-4725 or 706-0424.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 28
years experience. Wood Stove inserts,
pellet stoves, and fireplaces. Also
clean dryer vents. REMEMBER
THINK SAFETY, BURN SAFELY!
Call 559-908-9332.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room addi-
tions, barns and patios. Call 559-970-
4476.

Floor/Upholstery Care

P i n n a c l e C a r p e t C a r e a n d
U p h o l s t e r y - " D r i e s i n
m i n u t e s , n o t h o u r s . " C a r p e t ,
u p h o l s t e r y , t i l e / g r o u t c l e a n -
i n g a n d s e a l i n g , a g g r e g a t e ,
s t o n e , a u t o , b o a t a n d R . V.
i n t e r i o r s . B B B a n d G o l d e n
Va l l e y C h a m b e r m e m b e r .
C a l l B r u c e t o d a y f o r a f r e e
e s t i m a t e . 5 5 9 - 6 7 6 - 0 7 6 0 .

For Sale

Firewood - Seasoned Almond firewood.
Round or Split. Call 259-7122 or 871-
9838.

Marcy MCB346 Combo Bench. Includes

Lat Bar, Curling Stand, Leg Developer.
Curling Bar, Straight Bar. 225 pounds of
weights from 50 to 2.5 lbs. Asking $150.
Call 559-645-5825.

Happy B i r thday

M a r k t h i s o n y o u r c a l e n -
d a r ! D i a n a J . T u c k e r ' s
b i r t h d a y i s D e c e m b e r 1 9 .
S h e w i l l b e a c c e p t i n g l u n c h
d a t e s , g i f t s a n d p h o n e c a l l s .
P l e a s e c a l l h e r a t 3 8 1 - 5 8 7 9
a n d s a y H A P P Y B I RT H D AY
D I A N A !

Housecleaning

Housecleaning - Get ready for . . .
anything! Get your house , yard
and windows in order. Give us a
call for a free estimate. Call Linda
at 559-645-0308 or Staci at 559-
458- 3248.

Housecleaning Service - Have
your house spring cleaned al l
year long. Exper ience , Responsi -
ble, Honest . Fair prices. Call 416-
2585.

Housecleaning - We Clean houses
- offices - rental houses, windows,
including hard water s ta ins and
shower doors. 10 years experience.
Many Ranchos references . Call
559-514-9816.

Paint ing Services

Painting Services - Gerald Scheffing
& Son Painting. 40 years experience.
Interior & Exterior. Licensed, insured
and bonded. Lic #313070. Call 674-
2320.

Pa in t ing Serv i c e s - 40 year s o f
exper i ence . L i c en s ed . Frank
Kramer Ex t e r i o r s . L i c .
#273099 . Ca l l 645 -4113 .

Recyclables Pick Up

FREE RECYCLABLES PICKUP -
KIDS 4 RECYCLING offers pickup
of all recyclable materials, including
paper, plastics, glass, aluminum and
cardboard. If you have any questions
be sure to call Dianna at 999-6832
or 645-1048. Funds support Ranchos’
Seniors, library, schools and 4H.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTORWORK Discing - Rototilling
- Mowing - Scraping - Stump Grinding -
Roll-off Bins. Call John at 908-1066.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete
work and underground utilities in-
stalled. Call 559-970-4476.

Window Cleaning Services

Mos t windows $5 ins ide /ou t -
Sc reen , t r a ck and s i l l s i nc luded .
Remove hard water stain on home
windows, shower doors and car win-
dows. Cobweb r emova l available.
Ful ly insured. Call Nick at 285-
1723. Free estimates.

A sk abou t our
SENIOR DISCOUNT!

SUDOKU

©2014 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

©2014 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

©2014 King Features Syndicates, Inc.
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Real Estate
Nancy Watson

645-5000
The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 11/14

ARanchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top
dollar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109 11/14

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®

Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:
www.davidparker.info

Property Management -
we can rent your home:

www.parker-properties.info

11
/1

4
11

/1
4

Jerry Eddings, Realtors
Direct Line: 559-435-3366 Madera: 559-645-1890
Fresno: 559-435-1890 FAX: 559-645-5417
www.maderahomes.com DRE #00329063 11

/1
4
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Your neighbor in
the Ranchos since 1987

Your friend in
Real Estate since 2003

BRE# 01397023

Want to Buy
or Sell a Home?

Ask about our
FREE

home
warranty
program.
We Have

Pre-
Approved
Buyers!

Call Today!
Maria

Fotopoulos - Cercone

Ranchos resident for over 30 years!
maria@ossrealtor.com

DRE Lic. #01454566

Office • 559-645-1212
Cell • 559-250-6740

11
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TO ADVERT ISE CALL 645-0634

Direct: (559) 364-1000 • Fax: (559) 440-7608
liz@LizKuchinski.com • www.LizSellingHomes.com

Century 21 C.Watson
7520 North Palm • Fresno

11
/1
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LIZ KUCHINSKI, CDPE, CRS, GRI, SFR
Realtor, Century 21 C. Watson • DRE Lic. #01263332

“A Ranchos resident since 1985.”
Wishing everyone a
Happy Thanksgiving
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repair
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR
INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS

TRAILER BOATS ONLY

CRONIN MARINE

Since1964

664455--11997777

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

Jo-De DRILLING

& TRACTOR SERVICE

674-7770
HARDPAN DRILLING

HIGH QUALITY

555599--445544--88006600

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING   

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

since1970

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Equipment
• Supplies

• Residential
• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial

• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing
Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Notary in the
Ranchos!

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-
coustical Removal

Color Matching & Chuck’s Transmission

664455--44447755
Ranchos Auto Repair
+ A/C SERVICE

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801
645-1570

Store hours: 
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

• Clean Up
• Monthly Service

call forFREE ESTIMATE!

Mitchell L. Vick
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

559-970-4635
mlvconst@gmail.com 

Lic. #563698
• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •  

HWY 41 just North
of Avenue 12

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS

All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders

Brannon’s
A/C & Heating

• Preseason Service
• Emergency Repair
• New Installations
• Water Heaters
• Senior Discounts

559-706-1368
Lic. #961690

General & Custom
Auto Service
& Repairs

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance

Weekly & monthly service 

Ranchos
Resident

WHAT CAN YOU GET FOR $25?
How about 10,000

Ranchos residents each month who
look at Business Directory ads?

(559) 645-0634  
The Ranchos Independent

Call Gina
at 559-289-3401

email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Covering
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley

559-363-1851
559-645-SNIP
ranchosbarbershop@yahoo.com
we also have P.O. BOXES  available

Tree pruning, shaping & trimming
Tree Cabling • Tree removal

Fully Insured • 8+ Years Experience • Trained Arborist
559-347-8408 • www.cvhtc.com
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) A long-sought workplace change could be happening soon. Consider
reworking your ideas and preparing a presentation just in case.Apersonal relationship takes a new turn.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Your persuasiveness doesn't really start to kick in until midweek. By
then, you can count on havingmore supporters in your camp, including some you doubted would ever join
you.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Your workload is still high, but -- good news! -- you should start to see
daylight by the week's end. Reserve the weekend for fun and games with friends and loved ones. You
deserve it.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Regardless of how frustrating things are, keep that "Crab" under
control.Acutting comment youmight think is apt right nowwill leave others hurting for a long time to come.

LEO (July 23 toAugust 22)Bemore sensitive to the emotions of loved oneswhomight feel left outwhile you're
stalking that newopportunity. Be sure tomake it up to them thisweekend.Anice surprise could bewaiting.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) The gregarious Virgo rarely has a problem making new
friends. But repairing frayed relationships doesn't come easily. Still, if it's what you want to do, you'll find
a way. Good luck.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Amisunderstanding with a partner or spouse needs to be
worked out before it turns into something really nasty. Forget about your pride for now andmake that first
healing move.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Communication dominates the week. Work out any
misunderstandings with co-workers. Also get back in touch with old friends and those family members
you rarely see.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) As busy as your week is, make time for
someone who feels shut out of your life. Your act of kindness could later prove to be more significant
than you might have realized.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Congratulations.Your busy workweek leads to some
very satisfying results. Sports and sporting events are high on your weekend activities aspect. Enjoy them
with family and friends.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Your generosity of spirit reaches out once again to
someone who needs reassurance. There might be problems, but keeping that line of communication
open eventually pays off.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20)You are among the truth-seekers in the universe, so don't be surprised
to find yourself caught up in a new pursuit of facts to counter what you believe is an insidious exercise in lying.

(c) 2014 King Features Synd., Inc.

You believe in loyalty and in keeping secrets. All things
considered, you would probably make a perfect secret agent.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk

Service • Supplies • Repair

FREE ONLINE  DELIVERY

37167 AVE. 12 #5D (559) 645-1969

WWW.WIGHTWATERPOOLS.COM
MON-FRI: 9AM-6PM  SAT: 10AM-3PM  SUN: CLOSE 559-907-2501

we are a full-service handyman, maintenance and remodeling company

we REPAIR, REPLACE and
INSTALL anything around

your home or business

LOCALLY OWNED!

CALIFORNIA

288-9521

MERCEDES & B.M.W.
REPAIR SERVICE

40101 Ave. 10
Madera

www.calmbbmwrepair.com

(559) 645-0634  
Today!
The Ranchos Independent

JEAN BRINER
for MORE sales tomorrow, call
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1. GEOGRAPHY: What is the capital of
Texas?
2. MOVIES: Howmany von Trapp children
were in "The Sound of Music"?
3. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: To which
British queen was the famous Koh-i-noor
diamond given?
4. PRESIDENTS: What U.S. president is
depicted in the oldest surviving photograph
of a president?
5. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a group
of ferrets called?
6. TELEVISION: Who was the longtime
host of "Soul Train"?
7. HISTORY:What was an oast house used
for?
8. LITERATURE: What was Ernest
Hemingway's first novel?
9. MUSIC:Which 1970s band released the
hit "Smoke on the Water"?
10. GAMES: What modern card game
evolved from the older game of whist?

1.Austin
2.Seven
3.QueenVictoria
4.JohnQuincyAdams
5.Abusiness
6.DonCornelius
7.Dryinghopsusedinmakingbeerand
ale

8."TheSunAlsoRises"(1926)
9.DeepPurple
10.Contractbridge

Answers

TRIVIATEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

(c) 2014 King Features Synd., Inc.
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