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So That We May Never Forget ...

Garrett Lee, a scout in Ranchos Boy Scout
Troop 118 and son of Troop 118 Scout Master Lauren Lee, helps in the annual flag raising and bugle call on Veterans Day at Liberty
High School.

In This Issue

Picture by Bruce Blair

The D.O.G. House • Page 4 / Editorial • Page 5
GV Views • Page 16 / Classifieds • Page 22 / Fun Pages • Page 26

Page 2

Madera County Search & Rescue Help Sheriff Find Man’s Next of Kin
Awarded “Laci & Conner” Grant
The Madera County Sheriff’s Coroner’s DiSheriff John Anderson announced
last week that the Madera County Sheriff
Department’s Search & Rescue (SAR)
Team has been selected to receive a grant
from the “Laci & Conner Search & Rescue Fund.”
The program operates under the auspices of the Carole Sund/Carrington Memorial Reward Foundation but was
founded by Sharon Rocha in memory of
her daughter Laci Peterson and her
grandson Conner.
The grant is intended to provide
monetary
assistance to law enforcement agencies
and non-profit organizations
involved in search
and rescue missions. The Madera
County Sheriff’s
Department submitted its request
for essential items
the group needed
specifically
for
dangerous rescue and/or recovery operations.
Sheriff Anderson said the department could have submitted a blanket request for as much as $7,000 to benefit the
SAR program. Instead, “Our Search &
Rescue Team submitted its request for
funding that would cover basic and critical Technical Rescue Equipment we

need, like ropes, helmets and harnesses,”
he said.
The tab totaled $5,124.23. “In response to showing what we needed and
the cost to procure these items the foundation graciously advised us that our request has been fully funded,” Anderson
said.
Anderson said the need for this kind
of equipment is very critical, citing that
the Madera County Sheriff’s Department
is no stranger to
call outs, whether
being asked to assist other counties
or
carry
out
searches in Madera
County.
Since
2002,
Madera
County alone has
responded to more
than 200 Search &
Rescue calls.
“We are honored that Madera
County was chosen,”
Anderson
said, noting that
while working on an extremely tight
budget the funding couldn’t have arrived
at a better time.
Laci Peterson, pregnant with her unborn son Conner, vanished in December
2002. A year later the Laci & Conner
Search & Rescue Fund was established
and since then has funded over $219,000
in grants to 44 organizations in 11 states.

LHS Science, Stadium Construction
Set to Begin at End of Current Season
By Rick A Diaz
Construction is set to begin at Liberty
High School on a new science building as
well as completion of the athletic stadium.
Golden Valley Unified held interviews in July
of 2009 to select a developer to construct the
project, and in August of 2009 Golden Valley
Unified School District Board of Trustees
acted on the recommendation of staff to approve Harris Construction Company Inc. as
the developer to complete the Liberty High
School improvements. The new science
building; consisting of two classrooms, one
teacher work room and one room for chemical storage, is designed to accommodate
chemistry and biology classes. Each class-

room will be outfitted with fume hoods for
mixing chemicals and chemical resistant
casework with acid resistant counter tops.
The athletic stadium completion will consist
of new home side bleachers (approx. 1858
seats) with a press box, relocating the existing
home bleachers (approx. 845 seats) to the visitor side, widened track (8 lanes), relocating
and raising the scoreboard and a new concession building with a ticket booth and restrooms. Construction is set to begin at the end
of the current football season and scheduled
to be complete in time for the 2010/2011 season of Liberty Hawks Football.
Rick A. Diaz is Manager of Facilities
for Golden Valley Unified School District.

vision is asking for the public’s help in locating
relatives of a Madera man who passed away
Nov. 12.
Carlos Enrique Galindo, 64, was found inside his home located on Columbia Street in the
city of Madera. The Sheriff-Coroner so far been
unable to find family members and is therefore
turning to the public for assistance.Anyone who
may have information concerning the decedent’s
next of kin is asked to call the Madera County
Sheriff’s Department at either 559-675-7770 or
toll free at 1-800-560-4911 and ask to speak with
Deputy Hank Baugh.

Deadline for Adjusting Property Tax
Deadline is Nov. 30 for
Requesting Value Drop
The Madera County Assessor’s Office
conducted a countywide review of values
for property tax purposes for the 2009-2010
tax year in order to enroll any decline in
value that a property may have experienced.
This is known as a Proposition 8 value reduction, recognizing when a property’s market value falls below its assessed value.
If the market value of a property was
lower than its assessed value as of the January 1, 2009, lien date, the assessed value
was reduced to reflect the decline. Over
15,000 property values were lowered for the
2009-2010 tax year in Madera County. If
your property qualified you would have received a letter in the mail telling you of the
value reduction, and your property tax bill
this year should have been less than last
year’s bill.
While Proposition 13 continues to protect all real property taxpayers throughout
Madera County and the State of California
by putting a ceiling on increases in assessed

value, and while, in most cases, the Proposition 13 factored base year value is still
well below the current market value, as an
owner you may want to request to have
your value reviewed by the Assessor’s Office. To do so, call 675-7710 and ask to
speak to the appraiser assigned to your area.
Please have your Assessment Number
available (the Assessment Number can be
found near the top of your property tax
bill). You will be asked to complete a onepage form to assist the Assessor’s Office
staff in this process. This form can be
mailed or faxed to you, or you may download the form from the Assessor’s Office
website at:
www.madera-county.com/assessor/
pdf/PROP8WEBREQ.pdf
The completed form must be received
by the Assessor’s Office no later than November 30, 2009, in order to be considered
timely for the current tax year.
The review will be conducted free of
charge. This is one of the responsibilities of
the Assessor’s Office, so there is no need to
pay for this service.

Graffiti Vandal Sentenced
Madera County District Attorney, Michael R. Keitz, announced
that Elisberto Daza Castillo was
sentenced to two years and eight
months in state prison on Nov. 19
following his conviction for maliciously defacing property with graffiti.
Daza, an admitted gang member, was already on felony probation
at the time he committed the vandalism. Daza’s probation was terminated and he was sentenced on the

violation with the vandalism charge.
He was also ordered to pay restitution to the victim for damages to the
property in addition to fines of
$970.
Daza was arrested by the
Madera Police Department while he
was spray painting an apartment
wall on West Cleveland Avenue in
December 2008. He was prosecuted
through the District Attorney’s
Graffiti task force, which was
launched in July 2009.

Click on “Local News” at

Nearly 5 million
U.S. homes already rely
on clean, safe
propane ...
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What are YOU waiting for?

Propane is one of the cleanest burning of all fossil fuels, is nontoxic
and is not harmful to soil or water. Propane is an approved, clean
fuel listed in the 1990 Clean Air Act and the Energy Policy Act of 1992.
Propane fulfills energy needs by burning
cleanly and efficiently, giving you more
value for your energy dollar.

Propane is used for furnaces, water heaters,
air conditioners, outdoor grills, fireplaces and
appliances.

• FREE LEAK TEST
• FREE TANK RENTAL
FIRST YEAR

Service you can trust
at prices
you can afford!
We are locally owned.
www.The Ranchos.com

WIN FREE PROPANE!

WIN 250 GALLONS OF PROPANE
NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________
AVAILABLE BETWEEN JULY 1 - AUG. 31, 2010 • MUST BE A VALLEY PROPANE CUSTOMER

MAIL TO: Valley Propane • PO Box 125 • Mendota, CA 93640
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The D.O.G. House
Demand Open Government by Dale Drozen
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Annual Christmas Tree
Lighting Ceremony

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce

Maywood Shopping Center
Friday, Dec. 4 • 6 p.m.
Santa will arrive early
at the ceremony
and photos will be available!
Cookies - Coffee - Hot Cider
Christmas carols by
Flipside Church
and area Girl Scouts
Pick a star for a Veteran at VA Hospital.*
*Items needed for Veterans: Instant coffee, white hand
towels, white socks, lap blankets, toothpaste, toothbrushes, L and XL white t-shirts, new books.

645-4001

Items may be brought to the tree lighting!
Valle
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At the last board meeting me and the
Fresno Bee were taken to task by Supervisor
Tom Wheeler for focusing on “negative” instead
of the “positive” of what the county has done.
We w e r e c h a s t i s e d f o r t r y i n g t o g e t “ i n s i d e i n formation.” The Brown Act begins with: “54950. In enacting this
chapter, the Legislature finds and declares that the public commissions, boards and councils and the other public agencies in this State
exist to aid in the conduct of the people's business. It is the intent of
the law that their actions be taken openly and that their deliberations be conducted openly. The people of this State do not yield their
sovereignty to the agencies which serve them. The people, in delegating authority, do not give their public servants the right to decide
what is good for the people to know and what is not good for them to
know. The people insist on remaining informed so that they may retain control over the instruments they have created.”
This is a biggie: what is being referred to as “inside information” is actually public documents and public records.
We were told we should focus on the positive. One example used
as something to be proud of – and built without any dollars from the
general fund – was what I refer to as the “Granite Palace.”
Now for the rest of the story.
The tobacco funds were like a structured settlement so that we
would receive so much money every year for so many years. Did our
Board choose to build or repair fire stations, sheriff facilities, parks,
libra ries or anything else in which we were in desperate need?
No!
The Board chose to build the “Granite Palace.” Grand offices on
the f ourth floor to sit in as they rule over us peasants.
Imagine you are driving down the street, your kids have no food,
you don’t have next month’s rent and your car is riding dangerously on
b a l d t i r e s . N o w i m a g i n e s o m e o n e o ff e r s y o u $ 1 , 0 0 0 a m o n t h f o r t h e
next two years.
I figure that as $24,000 over time.
Then this other guy steps up and says he will give you $20,000
today if you sign over the rights to the monthly payments to him. You,
in the glow of your new found cash, decide you need to have your
backyard redone. The new pool and five-hole putting green will cost
$40,000 so you put up the $20,000 you just got, put another $20,000
on the old credit card and now have a great place to relax. The old car
still has bald tires, the kids are still hungry and who knows about the
rent, but visitors are impressed when they come over to see you.
Our county leaders decided they wanted the money right then so
they took the lump sum payment by selling the fund at a greatly discounted price to get cash in hand. From what I am told, the tobacco
settlement buyout yielded about $20 Million but the building cost $40
million, so the rest was put on the Madera County “credit card.” If you
look on page 148 of the recommended proposed budget the Board just
passed, you will see $1,632,381 next to “retire long term debt.” What
you see is this year ’s credit card payment on the “Granite Palace.” One
point six million right off the top of this year ’s general fund budget.
N o t e t o s u p e r v i s o r s : A s y o u s i t i n y o u r f o u r t h f l o o r o ff i c e s , t r y
imagining what $1.6 million could have paid for this year and next
year and the year s after, all payment right off the top of the general
fund budget What will that reoccurring lin e item force you to cut in
essential services next? How many Raymond and Ahwahnee homes
will be lost to fires because of long responses? How many Raymond
and Ahwahnee citizens could die because the budget cannot afford to
provide fire protection? One year ’s payment on the “Granite Palace”
could pay for almost six years of winter fire protection for Raymond
and Ahwahnee – but then on the other hand the Palace is a nice place
to work.

mber of Commerce
Cha

for more information, contact
the Golden Valley Chamber at

Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
37167 Ave. 12 #5C • Madera Ranchos

goldenvalleychamber@theranchos.com

Click on “Local News” at
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Guest Editorial

The Bankers and the Bureaucrats
By Rich Lowry
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Members of AIG’s financial-products unit should take heart. Yes, Obama
administration pay czar Kenneth Feinberg is coming down on them with the
awesome power of his czardom, dictating that their pay not exceed $200,000 a
year. In Wall Street terms, this is so draconian, they might as well be forced to
earn whatever they can get by begging
on street corners and finding leftover
change in pay phones.
Feinberg’s compensation crackdown on the country’s seven most
bailed-out firms is foolhardy yet understandable. Since all employees of
Bank of America and Chrysler owe
their jobs to the government, Feinberg
is justified in bending them to his
whim. And whim is the right word —
Feinberg is not omniscient enough to
know what traders or executives should
ideally be paid. The most talented employees in Feinberg’s fiefdom will pick
up and depart for better compensated
pastures. Banks like JPMorgan, Chase
and Goldman Sachs, as well as hedge
funds, will reap the talent windfall. Besides placating the aroused gods of
anti-Wall Street populism, Feinberg’s
crackdown is motivated by the belief
that out-of-control compensation rewarded recklessness and caused the financial crisis.
It’d be nice if this were true.

Man is not
free unless
government
is limited ...
As
government
expands,
liberty
contracts.

Then we could limit pay and derive
not just psychic satisfaction from it —
take that, Masters of the Universe! —
but tell ourselves we’re making the system sounder.
Alas, it’s not so simple.
By and large, executives didn’t
blow up their firms in the hopes of
grabbing world-shaking bonuses and
then leaving; they blew up their firms
because they got caught up in the bubble mentality and thought their risks
weren’t as dangerous as they proved.
Jeffrey Friedman, the editor of Critical
Review, points out that bankers were
usually compensated in stock as well as
bonuses and had no interest in seeing
their stock wiped out. They managed to
flush it anyway.
In general, it’s not a good idea to run
a financial system on the basis of inflamed popular sentiment. For a while,
Citigroup was saddled with an employee
on track to become America’s mosthated man, Andrew J. Hall. A standout in
Citigroup’s trading division, Hall was
due a $100 million bonus after earning
$2 billion for Citigroup over five years.
That’s a deal most any firm would want
to take, but not TARPed-up Citigroup. In
a senseless business decision but shrewd
PR move, it simply sold off the entire
trading division that had at one point
been responsible for 10 percent of its net
income.
All that said, it doesn’t take Barney
Frank to find it unseemly that Goldman
Sachs and others are already back to
boom-time levels of compensation.
Things wouldn’t look so cheery at firms
like Goldman if it weren’t for all the direct and indirect government aid. The
Economist writes: “They got public
capital (much of it now repaid), shortselling bans on their shares and rescues
of counterparties … Today they enjoy
laxer accounting, loose collateral rules
at central banks, explicit debt guarantees and asset-purchasing schemes.
And, critically, they can borrow
cheaply because they are deemed too
big to fail.”
If the bankers have a secret plan to
spread ill-considered Feinberg-like rules
throughout their industry, it’s progressing nicely.
Rich Lowry is editor of the
N a t i o n a l R e v i e w.
© 2009 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Wasted resources are only one of the
concerns with flood irrigation. Consider
the risk to public health. When water
stands for more than three days, it becomes the perfect breeding ground for
mosquitoes. Over the past few years,
California has had numerous human
cases of West Nile Virus (WNV). The
virus is spread by mosquitoes when the
female bites and feeds on the blood of
humans. Just this summer there were two
deaths from the virus right here in the
Central Valley – one in Fresno County
and the second in Merced County.
Let us ask ourselves: do we really
want this potential health risk adjacent to
our schools?
Sandra Torry
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:
(Note: This is a copy of a letter sent to
Bradley Phillips with the Madera County
Road Department about sidewalks projected for Avenue 12. Editor)
Bradley Phillips
Madera County Road Department
As per our phone conversation, this
is a written request for information regarding the proposed sidewalk installation on Avenue 12 between Road 36 and
Road 38.
In the spring and summer of 2009,
Frank Bigelow, Johannes Hoevertsz, Ray
Beach and other Madera County employees told the Madera Ranchos community on several occasions that the
sidewalk construction starting at Road 36
on the north and south curbs of Avenue
12 would be put in due to funding from a
grant. At the time I was curious as to
what grant they were able to secure funds
from when there was no mention of a
specific grant for the sidewalks referenced. We were told that the funds were
secured and construction would start
soon.
Johannes Hoevertsz told me in person that because the bids coming in on
this project were lower than the Road
Department had anticipated that there
could be enough money in the secured
funds to continue the sidewalk on the
north side of Avenue 12 from the projected end at Road 37 to Road 37 ½. In
all of the talk of this funding for this
sidewalk project I do not remember any

Chuck La Rue
Madera Ranchos

Ranchos Dental Care
& Orthodontics
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talk of selling bonds being a requisite for
the money. I remember hearing that the
funds were secured and that it was a done
deal.
When I asked at a community meeting of Frank Bigelow, Johannes Hoevertsz and Ray Beach if they would be
applying for the Safe Routes to School
Grant from the federal government, Ray
Beach said that every avenue would be
used to find lending to complete the sidewalks on Avenue 12 to Road 38.
For two years I have tried to get the
Golden Valley School District, the
Madera Ranchos Chamber of Commerce
or anyone else in this community to
apply for the non-matching fund grant
available from the federal government
for the Safe Route to School program.
Now, only after me inquiring about the
current status of the sidewalk construction on Avenue 13 between Road 36 and
Road 38, do I find out that this project
has been stopped. Frank Bigelow told me
on the phone that the politicians in Sacramento had taken the funds back that were
scheduled to be used on this project.
Bradley Phillips told me that the funds
for this project were dependent upon sale
of bonds that did not take place. I spoke
with the two top representatives for this
project – the County Supervisor and the
Road Department – and received two different answers as to the funding that was
supposed to have been secured months
ago before the Madera County Road Department began receiving bids for this
construction project.
I formally request the identification
of the grant or funding that was secured
for this project in the spring of 2909.
I request information on the disposition of that grant or that funding.
I request to know who transferred
those funds away from this sidewalk
project and on what date this action took
place and under what authority that person or persons took that money.
I believe the information I am requesting is of public record concerning
a public works project. As a concerned
citizen I ask that you answer my requests for that information and any
other information concerning the funding of this sidewalk project that I may
not have specifically asked for that you
may have available to Madera County
employees regarding this funding for
the sidewalks on Ave 12 between Road
36 and Road 38 in Madera County, California.

559-645-5320
37144 Avenue 12 #104
Madera Ranchos

www.ranchosdental.com

Madera Ranchos Assembly of God
NW Corner of RD 36 & AVE 13 1/2
Office 645-0716
Sunday
Kid’s Church.................10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Worship.................. ....10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Sunday School.......................8:30 a.m.
Youth...........................................6 p.m.

Wednesday......................6:30 - 8 p.m.
Worship Service
Royal Rangers (Boys 5-17)
Missionettes (Girls 5-17)
Rainbows (Boys & Girls 3-4)
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Dear Editor:

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

Look Good and Feel Great
Quick, Fast
Results
CALL NOW!

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included
• AM PM
Medications
• Diet Injection
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Letters

LOW CARBS!
LOSE WEIGHT WE KNOW
$
AND INCHES TOO
20 OFF
1st visit only

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP
“We Are Very
Affordable”

224-6744

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

The Milgard Makeover

SAVE ENERGY!
BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME! REDUCE STREET NOISE!

Nothing increases energy efficiency while reducing outside noise like award-winning Milgard replacement windows.
Locally made and serviced, Milgard offers an industry leading
lifetime guarantee. If your home is ready for a makeover, call
Madera Glass & Mirror, your certified Milgard dealer today.

11/09
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CING
FINAN ABLE
AVAIL .C.
O.A

Clearly a beautiful offer
CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

559-673-3583
Madera Glass & Mirror Co. • 1825 Howard Rd., Madera

Click on “Local News” at
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For a free consultation, call
our Madera Ranchos office!

559.645.4849
www.bedrockeng.com

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

and the only other seasoning
she would use was dry sage.
She preferred rubbed sage
instead of chopped (it is
very hard to find rubbed
sage
today).
Then
add
chicken broth and water and
mix it up with our hands
until it was just right.
I do the same thing
t o d a y, e x c e p t I d o n ’ t d e f r o s t
t h e t u r k e y o n t h e c o u n t e r. I
do it in the sink. I usually
fill the sink with real hot
water and add a cup of
bleach and let it sit for
about half an hour to sanitize it: then let the water
out and rinse the sink good,
then start the defrost. I do it
just as it says to: fill the
sink with cold water and
leaving the turkey in the bag
it comes in, put it in the
sink and about every half
hour to 45 minutes change
t h e w a t e r. I t i s a t e d i o u s
job, takes about 8 to 10
hours for a 16 to 20 pound
bird, but it sure beats defrosting it in the refrigerator – the same size turkey
would take three or four
days.
This
is
done
on
We d n e s d a y, b u t w h i l e t h a t i s
going on you can do other
preparations.
Make
your
pies, make the fruit salad or
whatever else can be made
ahead of time. When the
turkey is defrosted, I put it
in the roasting pan and put
it on the bottom shelf of the
refrigerator awaiting Thursday morning. With the perfection of the turkeys over

Please see RECIPES on P. 21

•
•
•
•

Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
Divide your property with a parcel map
Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley
11/09

When I sat down to write
this
m o n t h ’s
column,
I
thought of Thanksgiving, but
then I realized some of you
wouldn’t get this paper until
after
Thanksgiving,
and
those of you that did get it
before would have already
made all your preparations
f o r t h e b i g d a y. B u t I d e c i d e d t o d o i t a n y w a y.
Those of you of my generation do you remember
getting up at 5 o’clock in
the morning to get an 18
pound turkey stuffed and in
the oven so it would be
ready for dinner at 2 o’clock
in the afternoon? And remember
how
the
frozen
turkey would sit on the
counter
to
defrost? And
we’re all still alive!
On
the
day
before
Thanksgiving we would toast
the bread in the oven on big
sheet pans and mama would
always make a pan of cornbread for the stuffing. And
in-between
toasting
the
bread she would make the
pies. It was a busy time. I
w a s m y m o m ’s o ff i c i a l s t u ff i n g “ t e s t e r. ” I ’ d g e t u p w h e n
she did so I could help her
f i x t h e t u r k e y. D i d i t h a v e
enough
salt?
Or
enough
s a g e ? To o d r y ? I l o v e d d o i n g
it as I love “raw” stuffing as
much as I like cooked.
M a m a ’s r e c i p e w a s s i m p l e :
we would chop an onion and
about a head of celery and
sauté them in butter with
s o m e s a l t a n d p e p p e r. We ’ d
break up the bread and pour
the vegetables in on top and
add enough salt and pepper

• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT
Fine Quality Craftmanship

Specializing In:
• Foreign & Domestic
Car Repairs
• Custom Paint
• Color Matching
• Insurance Work

GOLD GLASS

• Frame Straightening
• Unibody Frame
Repairs
• Chroma Vision
Color Matching

Precision Collision Repair

11/09

by Jean Briner

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!

Insurance Claims Welcomed

FREE ESTIMATES

674-8591
Click on “Local News” at
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The Stock Report

Holidays Heading Toward Ranchos
cornbread stuffing. The next year I
was given a box of Stove Top stuffHi neighbors,
ing mix and I decided this is easy and
Madera Ranchos has a good if this is what the family likes it
neighbor called Chukchansi Resort saves me a lot of work.
and
Casino.
Each
year
the
Do you write a Christmas letter?
Chukchansi tribe has given out I send out about 100 Christmas cards
grants to various organizations in with a Christmas letter to all of my
Madera County. Several years ago relatives and friends. I often say if
the Ranchos Hills Senior Center re- you want to know what I am doing
ceived a grant that gave us money to since I retired from teaching, read
put in new flooring, paint the outside my Christmas letter. I try to make it a
and inside of the center and repair thumbnail sketch of my year. I
the roof. This year I just heard that started keeping a copy of my letters
Fire Station 19 received two grants about 35 years ago. It is fun to read
in the amounts of $95,000 and them and see how the family has
$25,000 for their projects. Also grown and changed. I love to get
Golden
Valley
Christmas cards
Unified received a
and letters and it
grant for $25,000
gives me a chance
As we move into the holi- to catch up on the
for a new computer lab at Web- d a y s e a s o n t h e re i s s o m u c h people that are
ster Elementary. g o i n g o n t h a t i t i s h a rd t o important to me.
Thank
you keep up with it all. My calenI just got an
Chukchansi tribe.
Email from Kayla
d a r i s a l re a d y f u l l f o r D e - Hodges; she is
We that live in the
Ranchos are very cember.
our Liberty High
grateful. I understudent who is atstand that Valley
tending
West
Children’s HospiPoint
Military
tal also received a grant for $93,000. Academy. She is in her sophomore
As we move into the holiday sea- year at West Point. I am so proud of
son there is so much going on that it her making it through her tough
is hard to keep up with it all. My cal- freshman year. She has chosen Interendar is already full for December. I national Relations as her major and
have already done some Christmas Terrorism Studies as a minor. I don’t
shopping but more Thanksgiving din- think those studies were available
ner shopping. I will be cooking for when I was in college. She has to
about 10 members of my family this take a language class so she chose
Thanksgiving. I also feel like Farsi, a language spoken in Iran and
Thanksgiving dinner is getting me Afghanistan. I certainly wish her all
prepared for Christmas when I have the best. Kayla ran in the Marine
about 18 family members in and out Corps Marathon in October in Washof my house. There is lots of cooking ington, D.C. She must be in really
and dish washing. The cooking I do good condition.
for Thanksgiving is different. I will
Don’t forget the Chamber of
be making a pumpkin pie, apple pie Commerce Christmas Tree Lighting
and pumpkin rolls for dessert. My Ceremony on Dec. 4 at the Maywood
family likes turkey for both meals. I Center at 6 p.m. There will be cookbake a cake that is called St. Nichols ies, hot coffee and hot cider, and
Cake and a variety of homemade can- Santa will be there for your Christdies and nut breads for Christmas. mas Photos. Pick a star for a veteran
Christmas morning breakfast at my at the Fresno Veterans Hospital.
house is homemade cinnamon rolls, Items needed are: instant coffee,
scrambled eggs, ham, fried potatoes, white hand towels, white socks, lap
orange juice, coffee and tea. I don’t blankets, toothpaste, tooth brushes,
change traditional dishes anymore. large and extra large white tee-shirts
For years I made white bread stuffing and new books. Items may be
for the turkey so one year I decided brought to the tree lighting and left
to make cornbread stuffing. I had at the Chamber of Commerce office.
tried it and liked it but my kids have
Please see STOCK on P. 23
never let me forget the year of the
By Audrey Stock

The more efficient a system, the less fuel
it uses, and the better it is for the
environment. ENERGY
STAR®-qualified York Affinity
Furnaces have an off-thecharts efficiency rating of
up to 98%.* As a matter of
fact, the York Affinity Modulating Furnace is the
most efficient gas-fired
residential furnace on the
market today. Rather than simply switching on or off, it works
like a dimmer switch—evenly replacing the amount of heat
leaving the home and automatically adjusting itself to maintain
the desired temperature setting. Quiet, eco-friendly Affinity systems save energy, money, and the planet. Now that feels nice.
* Annual Fuel Utilization Efficiency (AFUE) ratings up to 98% on select models, no
lower than 97.5% on all models with variable speed motor.

UP TO $1,500 TAX CREDIT
Available on select systems. Call your York Dealer for details.

www.The Ranchos.com
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The eco-friendly
York Affinity™
Series Furnaces.
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words:
While the storm clouds gather far
across the sea,
Let us swear allegiance to the land of
the free,
Let us all be grateful for a land so
fair,
As we raise our voices in a solemn
prayer.
God bless America, land that I love.
Stand beside her, and guide her,
Through the night with the light from
above.
From the mountains, to the prairies,
To the oceans, white with foam.
God Bless America, My home sweet
home.

Last month the Constitution was reviewed. This month let’s critique several
of the United States’ National symbols.
The Star Spangled Banner is the national anthem of the United States of
America. The lyrics came from the poem,
“Defence of Fort McHenry,” written in
1814 by the 35-year-old amateur poet,
Francis Scott Key, after witnessing bombardment of Fort McHenry by the Royal
Navy ships in Chesapeake Bay during the
Battle of Baltimore in the War of 1812.
“The Star-Spangled Banner” was recognized for official use by the Navy in 1889
and the President in 1916, and was made
the national anthem by a congressional
resolution on March
A Sad Passing
3, 1931 and signed
Many of you
by President Herwill
remember Ken
“God bless America,
bert Hoover.
Robinson
who
land that I love.
The American
worked as an office
Stand beside her,
Bald Eagle was
assistant here at the
and guide her,
adopted as the offiSenior Center a few
cial emblem of the
years ago. Sadly we
Through the night
United States of
must tell you he
with the light from above.
America in 1782.
passed away several
From the mountains,
The bald eagle was
weeks ago. He will
to the prairies,
chosen because of
be missed by all of
To the oceans, white with foam.
its majestic beauty,
our members.
great strength, long
Our next sale
God Bless America,
life and because it’s
will
be held on SatMy home sweet home.”
native to North
urday,
Dec. 5 from 8
God Bless America
America. In the
a.m.
to
1 p.m. Many
Irving Berlin
wild, an eagle will
of our members will
live 30-35 years and
be there to help also.
up to 50 years in
Please remember
captivity. A full-grown bald eagle has up that the plant, produce and boutique secto a seven foot wingspan. By the 1800’s tions are available Monday through Frieagles were starting to becoming scarce day from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and on Thursday
so finally in 1940 the Bald Eagle Act was evenings between 6 and 9 p.m. George
passed and eagle population began to re- has been bringing in large, beautiful,
cover. Young birds are all black; only a prize-winning onions by the boxful. We
mature adult eagle has a white head. On a also have fresh vegetables ripening and
trip to Alaska, we personally were fortu- brought in daily so please drop by to
nate enough to see 75 to 100 eagles check availability. Currently there are
perched in a huge tree. When we parked huge onions, some tomatoes at times, zucunder this tree, the birds felt uneasy so chini and some corn and okra (if you
flew a few yards away to sit on the masts come at the right time). The fresh corn on
of boats docked in a harbor near Sitka. the cob and okra both sell quickly!
What a sight to remember!
The Christmas boutique will be open
The song “God Bless America” was Monday through Fridays starting Nov. 30
originally written by Irving Berlin in 1918 and on Saturdays, Dec. 5, 12 and 19. We
while he was in the service and stationed have pomegranate jellies as well as jewin the U.S. Army at Camp Upton in New elry, novelty items and much more. Need
York. At that time, he felt it was not ap- a nice Christmas gift for someone? Come
propriate for the times so he tucked it and visit us and we just might have what
away. However, in 1938 with the rise of you are looking for.
Hitler, he felt he should revive it as a
Our center is affiliated with FMAAA
peace song. Many considered it the naPlease see SENIORS on P. 18
tional prayer song. Let’s review the

Amy Coats • Hairstylist
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By Eleanore Burchell

Book an appointment now and mention this ad to
recieve a FREE cut with the purchase of a color or highlight
or recieve a FREE style with the purchase of a shampoo
and cut. Now through the month of December.

specializing in women, men and children’s haircuts, color, highlights,
formal styles, facial waxing and special occasion make-up!

Not
Just Hair • 559-303-0779
6775 N. Blackstone Ave. • Fresno • Tuesday - Saturday
(SW corner of Blackstone & Herndon)
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FREE • First Visit/Consultation • FREE

• Accepting ALL Insurances • Teachers Welcome •

Call
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Looking atAmerica’s National Symbols

Is your hair ready for the holidays?

Chiropracticfor HEALTH•559-307-4400or559-412-4394

visit our state-of-the-art facility at 30 E. Minarets in Fresno, near Riverpark
SAND & GRAVEL •
CRUSHED ROCK •
LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •
HUMUS •
BARK •
CHIPS •
RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
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Senior Report

ROCK DUST •
COBBLE STONES •

559-645-5363
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

CA #142100

DRIVEWAY BASE •
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSUR ANCE?
Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood insurance (or eliminate it completely).
You can't afford to wait any longer,
so contact the professionals
today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815
11/09

Lic. #PLS 5815

36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos
Click on “Local News” at
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The Bookshelf

Christmas Open House Coming to Madera Ranchos Library
By Ellen Mester
The Friends of the Ranchos Library will host their annual Christmas Open House
on Dec. 3 at 7 p.m. at the Library. Traditionally the children decorate the Library Christmas tree while enjoying Christmas music and homemade refreshments. It’s a good opportunity to meet the Friends and to find out what we are all about. Everyone is
welcome.
Children’s Programs
I’ve often talked about our Wednesday afternoon children’s programs that begin at
2 p.m. Here is a photo of one of our regular readers, Annisa McConnell, reading a story
to Katie the Dog. Notice how focused Katie is on the story. Dec. 2 will be the next time
that Katie visits the library. She will be in her Christmas regalia and will be ready for
any photo opportunities that arise.

MAKE SURE

BRYANTMAN VISITS

YOUR FURNACE

BEFORE WINTER DOES.

11/09

Seasons can be harsh. Especially
when it comes to your heating
system. This year make sure
you’re prepared for what’s ahead
by calling your local Bryant© dealer for
a checkup. With Bryant by your side
you can rest assured both you and
your heating system will survive the
upcoming winter. “Whatever it takes.”

&
When honesty and quality work matter ... Call

Brian Padilla

Contractor’s Lic. #862395

675-1681

16911 Hill Drive, Madera • Financing Available O.A.C.

www.The Ranchos.com

Our other Wednesday programs include crafts, games and act up/dress up. And don’t
forget our regular Pre-School Storytime with Mrs. Anderson which has a new time: 1
p.m. on Monday.
Book Recommendations
Adult Fiction: An Echo in the Bone by Diana Gabaldon. This is the seventh book in this
fascinating Outlander series of Claire and Jamie Fraser, who give us a most realistic, detailed
look at life during the 1700’s in Scotland, France and
America as they face natural and unnatural adversaries
in actual historical incidents. Oh, and did I mention the
time traveling part? Claire, a British nurse on leave from
WWII in Germany during the 20th century, “falls”
through a circle of stones in Scotland and ends up in
the18th century, leaving her husband, British officer
Frank Randall, behind. As luck would have it though,
she meets and falls in love with Jamie Fraser, a Highlander and Jacobite whose leadership and battle skills
are already honed at a young age. That’s just a little
background from the first book. Now in book seven,
Claire and Jamie are grandparents, sad to leave their
home on Fraser’s Ridge in North Carolina after a
fire, but compelled by incidents that they know
occur in the future in Scotland where their children
and grandchildren have traveled in time in order
for their granddaughter to have a life-saving operation. It sounds complicated,
but for those who have followed the series it is like catching up with old friends. If you haven’t
read any of the books yet, start with Outlander. You’ll
soon find yourself caught up in a very entertaining tale.
Young Adult Fiction: Saving the World and Other
Extreme Sports by James Patterson. It’s easy to understand why James Patterson is such a popular author who
appeals to a wide range of readers. His action-packed
stories laced with humor are too good to put down.
This book, also part of a series, focuses on Maximum
Ride, whose DNA was recombined with a bird of prey
when she was an infant. She not only has the capability of flight up to 30,000 feet but has excellent vision and hearing. When her wings are folded in she
looks like any teenager. Max, along with other children who like her were raised by scientists in a laboratory; were poked, tested in inhumane conditions
and have now broken free from
their captors and are attempting to
Please see LIBRARY on P. 12
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LIBRARY cont. from P. 11
disclose the evil plan the scientists have to control the world. Max at 16 is the leader and her
closest friend, Fang, is her most trusted confidant. The other four kids are Gazzy, Iggy, Nudge
and Angel. And there is a talking dog named Total. It’s a laugh-out-loud story one minute, then
a nail-biter the next. Perfect for teens but adults will enjoy it too. This book doesn’t require the
need to start with book one in the series. You’ll be able
to pick it up and catch on at almost any point.
Juvenile Non-Fiction: Small Worlds: Maps and
Mapmaking by Karen Romano Young. Interestingly,
the book begins with a map of O’Hare Airport in
Chicago. The author brings a familiar practical map
into focus for young readers. She talks about how
frightened she was the first time she had to make
her way through the airport, but with the help of the
map she was able to navigate and end up at the
right gate. Then she moves into the process of
making a map and reasons for making them. One
new thought: by making a map you could preserve memories of your favorite places. I hadn’t
thought about that before. Young also includes
the three dimensional aspect to maps. They don’t
have to be from an overhead viewpoint but can
be vertical, layered or angled. Using keys, legends, and orientation, Young shows how anyone can create a map of anything. Without the help of GPS or radar, the early cartographers
used the constellations to guide their way. But even then they often sailed into uncharted areas
with no idea what lay ahead. Today, maps are everywhere: from DNA maps to satellite imaging, from subways to brain scans. Every map has a story to tell. I’ve heard many people say they
don’t really know how to read a map. This book will get you interested in learning how.
Check out these books and more at the Ranchos Library and don’t forget your library card
– don’t leave home without it!
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Alfresco Coffee
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Your Holiday Gift Center
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• T-Shirts • CD’s • Gift Certificates •
• 1/2 to 1 lb. Coffee Beans •

37164 Avenue 12 #102 • 645-1225
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Click on “Local News” at

The Olde Cowboy

HOLIDAY SPECIAL!
get 20% OFF any retail products
when you purchase any service over $30

spa pedicures • colors
haircuts • bridal styling • face waxing
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(next to Alfresco Coffee)

Say you saw it in

the Ranchos Independent

I saw Old Autumn in the misty morn
Stand shadowless like silence,
Listening to silence.
Yesteryear poets oft penned melancholy autumn lines such as these from
Thomas Hood in 1827. There was a
quality, a mood in their writing that
could send one off into a fairy dance,
turn thoughts to love and hope, indeed
stir the cold ashes of passion into flame
again.
Poets of the likes of Shakespeare
and Richard Greene and Matthew
Arnold, and later Amy Lowell, penned
literary verse
that was balm
for a troubled
soul, and so it
was for me in
my growing up
time – which
did not come
until
middle
age and when I
suddenly became
aware
that
I
was
drowning myself in John Barleycorn
and stumbled to my first A.A. meeting.
In autumn, a sort of melancholia, or
deep nostalgia, often grips us. Perhaps
it is because autumn is filled with wistful days and long sighs, sometimes even
gloom, I think, and pain too as we wrestle with what was, what is and what
might have been.
Verily, though we may still dream
the old dreams, as we grow older it is
not with the same fervor as it was in
summers and autumns past, the sand in
the hourglass all too soon receding. Autumn traditionally arrives at my homely
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by Woody Laughnan
diggings at dawn on a mid-September
morn on a sudden wisp of cool, damp
breeze, unmistakable redolence of old
harvests, musty places where I have
dwelled, old faces and seemingly muffled whispers from beyond the grave.
Summer has finished her work and
marches into oblivion.
Darkness in the days ahead will settle in the neighborhood early, one barely
having enough time after work for a
turn around the yard. The rose bushes
are stingy with blooms, and the petunias, marigolds and zinnias are turning
brown and soon will not flower at all.
During the lingering hours
between dusk
and bedtime I
often ask myself what was I
doing in autumn in years
long gone by,
and then recall
it was spinning
dreams
and
fantasy
in
smoky barrooms or flitting hither and
yon like the season’s last grasshopper,
unaware that the summer and autumn of
my years were already well on the wane.
Youth indeed was a fleeting thing,
here one day and gone the next, like
summer turning into autumn, and one
comes to realize that the dreams and
fantasies of yesterday are only mocking
monsters as the new world passes us by,
leaving us with the question:
“Will we see another spring?”

Get Aw ay t o Ala ska
(Dedicated to Vivian L. Peterson)

T h e G ol d e n Va l le y C h a m b e r o f
C o m m e r c e i s c o o r d i n a t i n g TR A V E L
T RI P S f o r R a n c h o s r es id e n t s t h a t r a n g e
f r o m a t r i p t o R e n o t o a cr u i s e t o A l a s k a
n e x t Jun e / Ju l y .
11/09

11/09

www.The Ranchos.com

For more info call 559-474-0505 or
email Shar ry Rivas at sr ivas@ prodigy.net.
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Click on “Local News” at

Your Beer & Wine
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LIVINGSTON 1.5L

3

ALL *VARIETIES

you buy
$ 99 each2when
or more

ICE COLD BEER
Bud/Coors/Miller/Tecate 18 pks $10.99*
Natural Lt, Keystone Lt 30 pks $11.99*
(LIMIT 10 BOTTLES AT $3.99 PRICE)

*all prices good through 12-31-09

all varieties • all varieties • all varieties • all varieties • all varieties • all varieties

37167 AVE. 12 • 645-1306
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all prices +CRV

WE’RE ON THE WEB!
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Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.
Get fully downloadable back issues of
the Ranchos Independent
(beginning with April 2006).
Learn how you can add your
Ranchos-area business to this site!

11/09
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Webster Elementary Receives $25,000 Grant for New Computer Lab

Golden Valley Unified School District Superintendent, Sarah Koligian.

By Sarah Koligian
Webster Elementary will soon be receiving a new computer lab thanks to the
recent $25,000 grant award received from
the Community Grant Program of the

Picayune Rancheria of Chukchansi Indians and the County of Madera. The grant
was written and submitted by Superintendent Sarah Koligian at the end of June,
2009. Golden Valley Unified worked in
partnership with Joe Alberta, the community liaison from the Picayune Rancheria
Tribe in submitting the grant. The district
is appreciative that the Tribal Council
funded this grant to enhance the Golden
Valley Unified School District education
community.
Webster Elementary School teachers
and students have long desired a computer
lab for their campus, but there was no
room. Modernization and a reconfiguration of the campus took place during the
summer of 2007, so there is now a room
that can be dedicated to a computer lab.
The computer lab will provide students
with the ability to extend the curriculum
and research topics of study in greater
depths. It will provide intensive remediation for students having difficulty in a
subject and expand the world of gifted and
talented students beyond their classrooms
and community. The lab will also provide

New Liberty High Activity Room
The Golden Valley Unified Board of
Trustees and district staff are continually
analyzing the facility needs within the district. They have assessed the need for more
space at Liberty High School, especially for
after-school co-curricular programs that are
all vying for the same
space at the same
time. To that end, district staff has facilitated a simple retrofit
to two unused classrooms at the interim
site which also now
houses the Educational Options programs. Staff created an
“activity room” at the interim school site by
taking down the non-weight bearing wall
between two classrooms on the east side of
the campus to create one open space that is

almost 2,000 square feet. The benefit of
completing this will allow multiple groups,
such as, the LHS wrestling team to use the
expanded room for daily practices without
having to roll/unroll the mats every day.
The room will also be
available for use
throughout the year for
activities such as Folklorico, Pep and Cheer,
Color Guard and other
groups that compete
with the theater space
at the high school.
Liberty
High
Senior Wrestlers were
asked what they thought about the new
room. CJ Dizney said that the facility is
“super cool” and Garrett Doss said he was
“… very happy they will not have to ruin
the mat by moving it every day.”

for parent technology training in the Event Center. Golden Valley Unified
evenings. The lab will be equipped with was honored to attend this event with
35 desktop computers to accommodate Webster Principal Kevin Hatch, Superthe size of Webster’s upper grade class- intendent Sarah Koligian and Board
members,
rooms.
Roger Schuh
We b s t e r
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Chairman,
ment tests in
Valley Unified Trustees Steven Lewis, Roger Schuh and Suall areas and perintendent Sarah Koligian as they anticipate receiving a Morris Reid.
He shared the
for
having $25,000 grant for Webster Elementary from Chukchansi.
philosophy revery supportive parents. Their current Academic Per- garding the Community Grant Program,
formance Index (API) Score of 862 is the reiterating that as citizens of Madera
highest API for all elementary schools in County, they share the same goals for
Madera County. Webster has been the re- their own families as they share for their
c o m m u n i t y.
cipient of the
This
grant
prestigious
program
is
California Disone way the
tinguished
Tribal memSchool Award
bers can give
and
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Golden Bell
community
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and offer suptheir successport to those
ful Wolverine
people whose
Reading Lab.
mission
is
The computer
helping
the
lab will greatly
citizens
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cation for stuWebster Pricipal Kevin Hatch (left) receives a plaque C o u n t y
dents
and
from Joe Alberta, community liaison for the Picayune
achieve their
parents
and
Rancheria of the Chukchansi Tribe, as GVUSD Superingoals.
cause Webster tendent Sarah Koligian beams.
Golden
to soar to even
Valley Unified School District and Webgreater heights.
On Nov. 12, Webster Elemen- ster Elementary School are grateful for the
tary, along with several other worthy $25,000 grant award that will give all
community grants awarded throughout Webster Wolverines the additional 21st
Madera County, were honored at a fes- century technology tools to better prepare
tive celebration event at the Chukchansi them for their future.

Click on “Local News” at
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Ranchos Middle School Drama Presents The Seven Selfish Princesses
Ranchos Middle School Mustangs are kicking
up their heels as they plan for another great holiday
treat. The esteemed drama
department under the direction of Mrs. Shellie Roth
will present The Seven Selfish Princesses on Wednesday, Dec. 9 and Thursday,
Dec. 10 at 7 p.m. at the RMS
Theater.
The
Seven
Selfish
Princesses is a delightful
fairytale narrated by two
witches and their nieces and
nephews. The witches relate a tale about seven sisters
who all want to marry Prince John and they will stop

at nothing to ruin each other’s chances. These seven
self-centered princesses each have a unique quirk,
which makes them lovable yet malicious as
they go to any length to
win Prince John’s heart.
As the princesses vie for
the prince, the witches
learn a valuable lesson
from Father Christmas
and Mother Nature about
the opportunity to become a better person.
The
Seven
Selfish
Princesses will charm audiences young and old.
The cast of The Seven Selfish Princesses in-

cludes: Vanessa Arellano, Katie Bennett, CJ Cambra, Henry Coulthard, Siera Cullins, Cassidy Estabrooke, Lilly Hernandez,
Haylee Hoelzel, Jordan
Lewis, Morgan Lusk, Becca
Mayfield, Kayle Mulrenin,
Olivia Neal, Lukas Newcomb, Juliet Olsen, Kasey
Penner, Travis Ratzlaff,
Macy
Reagan,
Ashley
Romine, Anishia Romo,
Ryan Rousey, Corrie Talbert,
Cassidy
Tefft,
Agustina Villanueva, Seth
Wedemeyer and Emily Williams.
Be prepared to be impressed!
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U.S.A. made, fully
reversible and classic
- yet functional - styling
with your choice of
material on each side.
Two aprons for the
price of one!

www.The Ranchos.com

+ S&H

(PLUS sizes available)

©

To order today
call 208-968-0416
or
build your own at

©
The
The Classic
Classic Reversible
Reversible ©

In the senior years, many need someone to laugh with so come join our Thursday evening potlucks with games played
afterward. There is a lot of fun here and
remember, laughter is good for your body
and soul and being happy does not mean
everything is perfect; it means you have

Weekly Events
Monday through Friday Lunch Program, 11:30 a.m. Reservations needed.
Call Joann at 645-4864.
Monday, Exercise Class from 10:15 –
11:30 a.m.
Tuesday, Pinochle, noon until?
Wednesday, Exercise Class from
10:15 – 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday, Line Dancing at 1 p.m.
Thursday, 12:30 p.m. Crafts and lots
of fun
Thursday, 6 to 9 p.m. Potluck then
Hand & Foot, Pinochle or other games
(Please bring your own plate and silverware.
Friday, Exercise Class from 10:15 –
11:30 a.m.
Friday, Card BINGO from noon – 1
p.m.
Please feel free to come in and visit
our Senior Center and get acquainted with
our members. We welcome you to come
and be one of us as our organization offers and promotes social, educational and
civic activities in order to provide a better quality of life for all senior citizens.
You have received an invitation. Hope to
see you soon?
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Golden Valley Baptist Church will have
a musical
concert on
S u n d a y,
Dec. 20
at 10:15
a.m. ...
... led by
Minister
of Worship
Jerry Talbot
and his team.
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Golden Valley Baptist Church

t
Cloverleaf

Avenue 12

Sunday School 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service 10:15 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer and
Bible Study 6 p.m.
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SENIOR THOUGHT OF THE DAY
“Congressmen who willfully take actions
during wartime that damage morale, and
undermine the military are saboteurs
and should be arrested, exiled or
hanged.”
President Abraham Lincoln

More Facts and Fun
A nutritionally balanced lunch program is offered Monday through Friday at
11:30 a.m. Suggested price for 60 years
and older is $1.75. Reservations are
needed a day in advance so remember to
call Joann at 645-4864. We have a growing exercise program being held on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 10:15
to 11:30 a.m. The participants are getting
more than just exercise by attending. They
have fun, share laughs and meet new
friends. There is room for you and you
may attend all three days or just one or
two of them. After lunch on Tuesdays
there is an opening for a pinochle player.
If you enjoy playing pinochle yourself or
know of someone else who would like to
fill this vacancy please call Joann at 6454864. The Line Dancing class has started
up again and meeting on Wednesdays at 1
p.m. Call Joann at 645-4864 for more information. We have started a new craft
session on Thursdays at 12:30 p.m. Next
project will be sweatshirts. However, if
you would like to learn to knit or crochet,
here is your opportunity to learn while
having fun! Card BINGO meets on Fridays from noon to 1 p.m. We have a large
group but there is always room for one
more: you! Fill your car with your friends
or neighbors as they will enjoy finding
new friends here too. Come in and check
these classes out.
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(Fresno/Madera Area Agency on Aging)
and we are located at 37330 Berkshire and
invite you to come in and check with
Joann about programs which will help
you.
Did you know two nurses from the
Madera County Health Department Periodically come to the center to give FREE
checkups? The screenings include personal health history reviews, blood pressure checks and blood sugar checks.
Low-cost blood tests are available, nutrition and health education is available and
referrals to medical providers and community services, if needed, can be made.
Their health screenings of adults, age 50
and OVER, at the center result ONLY
when they receive your calls. If you are
interested in taking advantage of their
services, call Melody at 675-7893 to make
an appointment.
Our members and friends go out for
breakfast, lunch or dinner at a different
place each month to celebrate birthdays
and anniversaries. Our latest birthday and
anniversary luncheon was celebrated midday on Saturday, Nov. 14 at Olive Garden
in Fresno. If you did not attend, you really
missed a GREAT time and EXCELLENT
food! The October birthday and anniversary celebration was held on Saturday,
Oct. 17 at Farnesi’s restaurant in Madera.
We like to get together and have fun. On
Thursday, Nov. 14, we celebrated our pot
luck Thanksgiving dinner. It, too, was
good food! Our Christmas Dinner and installation of the new officers for 2010 will
be held on Dec. 14. Be sure to mark your
calendar and if you want to join us for any
of our events, call Joann at 645-4864.
Can’t you tell we enjoy eating and having
fun?
If you are new to the area, lonely or
have just lost a spouse, we welcome you
to come in to see us. We are here for you
and many of our members have surely experienced your same situation so please
call us at 645-4864.

FULL SERVICE
AUTOMOTIVE
SHOP

decided to see beyond the imperfections.

Road 37
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12414 Road 37
Madera, CA 93636
559-645-1700

www.GoldenValleyChurch.com

Click on “Local News” at
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Cash
Check



Phone
Payment: $20

37167 Ave. 12, #5C
Madera, CA 93636



Address

local news • local events • local happenings
editorial • games • real estate • columns



Name

to the Ranchos Independent!

Credit Card

SUBSCRIPTION FORM

SUBSCRIBE!

The Ranchos Independent



The Ranchos Independent 37167 Ave. 12 #5C • Madera CA 93636

Bill Me

Have friends or family
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are
you moving but you
still want to keep in
touch with what’s happening in the Madera Ranchos?

Fax 559-645-4002

SPREAD THE NEWS!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@theranchos.com
Click on “Local News” at
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the last 50 years you don’t
have to get up at 5 o’clock in
the morning it get it in the
o v e n . We w o u l d f i g u r e a b o u t
22 minutes per pound of
s t u f f e d t u r k e y, t a k i n g a b o u t 7
½ to 8 hours. It only takes 4
to 5 hours to cook a stuffed
18 to 20 pound bird today as
opposed to all morning 50
years ago.
As for the stuffing, I do it
the same way mama did 50
years ago, except I don’t
toast the bread. I cheat and
buy three boxes of Mrs. Cubb i s o n ’s – t w o b o x e s o f b r e a d

DEFENSIVE

and one of the cornbread. Add
the sautéed vegetables, salt,
pepper and even though the
bread is somewhat seasoned, I
usually add some more sage.
Then start mixing in chicken
broth and water until it tastes
just right. I don’t use the
giblets but sometimes I do
cook the neck and take off the
meat and add to the stuffing.
Ta k e t h e b i r d o u t o f t h e r e frigerator, rinse it out and
p a t d r y, c o v e r i n s i d e a n d o u t
with butter (or margarine),
salt inside and out and you’re
ready to stuff. A lot of people
don’t stuff the bird but we
think the stuffing is better

FIREARMS
TRAINING, INC.

call 292-5805 or 217-1124

11/09

DEFENSIVE FIREARMS TRAINING, INC. • 2598 N. MIAMI AVE. • FRESNO • 93727

www.The Ranchos.com
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Making people safe every day
For the novice or expert

that is cooked in the bird
than in a baking pan. But,
whatever you or your family
prefers.
I hate the smell of a
turkey cooking for the first
hour or so. I don’t know what
it is, but it just smells yucky
to me. But after it gets cooking, the smell changes, and I
love it. It smells like “home.”
Some people call it stuffing and some dressing but do
you know the difference? I
read somewhere that if you
put the mixture in the bird it
is called stuffing and if you
cook it in a pan it is called
dressing. As far as I’m concerned, whatever it is called I
love it.
As for the dinner, we
serve about the same thing
everyone else does and the
same thing mama served:
Turkey and stuffing, green
beans, mashed potatoes and
g r a v y, s w e e t p o t a t o e s , f r u i t
salad, cranberry jelly and
rolls.
However,
we
have
added one thing: Zucchini
Casserole. As I’ve told you in
a previous article, my mom
loved to get recipes wherever
she went. This one she got
f r o m a c o u s i n f r o m Te n nessee. Mama passed away in
October 1988 and when we
were cleaning out her deep
freeze we found one she had
made so we cooked it for
T h a n k s g i v i n g t h a t y e a r. M y
sister Maxine has taken over
the duty of bringing one
(sometimes she brings two so
that there can be some taken
home) to all our family dinners. In fact, everyone likes
it so much that you would
think sometimes she wouldn’t
be allowed into dinner unless
she brought the casserole.
H e r e ’s t h e r e c i p e , h o p e y o u
like it as well as we do.
Zucchini Casserole
6 C thinly sliced zucchini
½ large onion chopped
1 C grated carrot
1 can cream of chicken
soup
1 C sour cream
2 b o x e s S t o v e To p s t u f f i n g
(Chicken or Turkey)
2 cubes of butter or
margarine

Cook the zucchini and
onion for about 5 minutes or
until al dente, and drain as
much liquid off as possible
before adding the carrots,
cream soup, and sour cream.
Set aside.
In a separate bowl, mix
o n e b o x o f S t o v e To p w i t h
o n e c u b e o f m e l t e d b u t t e r.
Lay this evenly in the bottom
of a 9 x 12 baking pan. Pour
in the zucchini mix. Mix the
s e c o n d b o x o f S t o v e To p w i t h
the other cube of melted butter and cover the zucchini
mix. Bake in preheated 350
oven until lightly brown and
b u b b l y.
D o N O T m i x t h e S t o v e To p
as directed on the package –
only put the melted butter in
the dry mix. People would
complain to my mom that
when they made the casserole, it didn’t taste like hers
and the first thing she would
ask them was, “Did you use
t h e S t o v e To p d r y w i t h o n l y
the melted butter, or did you
cook it like the package directs?”
Fruit Salad?
Do you like fruit salad?
Our family loves it, but there
are a lot of different ways to
make it. With or without nuts,
marshmallows, sour cream,
coconut, apples … I could go
on and on and never say them
all. In fact, I went on the
Food Network web site and
they had 1,019 fruit salad
recipes and Cooks.com had
850. One recipe I read used
various kinds of canned fruit,
all drained except the pineapple chunks. Mix the fruits together and add a box of (dry)
vanilla instant pudding. As
the salad sits, the pudding
will absorb the juice and
thicken. That one sounded
good, but I think I like ours
b e t t e r. I d o n ’t u s e t h e c a n n e d
fruit cocktail because I think
the fruit all tastes alike, no
individual fruit flavors. Last
year, I used two of the large
cans of sliced peaches, and
t w o o f t h e s l i c e d p e a r s . Tw o
cans of pineapple chunks (or

Please see RECIPES on P. 23
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Classified
Alteration Services
Madlin's Alterations - 35
y e a r s e x p e r i e n c e - Ta i l o r i n g ,
repairs and leathers. Fast
service. NEW ADDRESS &
PHONE
NUMBER:
36733
Av e . 1 2 . C a l l 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 5 8 3 .

Chimney Sweep
CHIMNEY SWEEP - Paul the
Chimney Sweep Guy - 18 years
e x p e r i e n c e . Wo o d S t o v e i n s e r t s &
Fireplaces. Call 559-908-9332.
Remember - THINK SAFETY B U R N S A F E LY !

Construction
New construction, remodels,
room additions, barns and patios.
Call 559-970-4476 or 559-6454033.

F i re w o o d
F i r e w o o d - D r y, s e a s o n e d a l mond firewood for sale by the
bin. Almond wood 13" to 20" in
length. 1/2 bin - $25, 1 bin - $45,
2 bins-$90, 3 bins-$130, 4 bins $170. Will Deliver - Call 559259-7122.

For Rent
For Rent - 3BR/2BA - With pool
on 1/2 acre. $1,575 per mo. Call
905-7780.

For Sale
For Sale - Antiques! 20 china cabinets, antique beds, dining room sets,
brass statues, 9 1/2 foot armoire,
Chinese furniture and much, much
more. BY APPOINTMENT ONLY!
Call 645-1770.
For Sale - Queen PILLOWTOP
Mattress/Box, New-Never Opened,
Cost $700. Sacrifice $250. Call 2758813.
For Sale - Sleigh Bed, Nightstand,
Dresser/Mirror. Solid Cherrywood All Dovetailed! Cost $7k Sacrifice
$1,475. New In Boxes! Call 4380248.

For Sale - King PILLOWTOP Mattress/Box, Brand New W/Warranty,
Cost $900. Sacrifice $350. Call 2300486.
For Sale - Pool Table - Solid Wood, 1"
Slate, Leather Pockets, Never Used
W/Extras. Cost $5k Sacrifice $1,375.
Can Move! Call 277-2511.

Group Forming
A local Christian Business
Group is being formed in
the Ranchos. The group,
made up of local business
people, will meet for lunch
and discuss biblical principles as they relate to modern life, specifically in the
Ranchos.
Lunch
will
be
held at the Ranchos Cafe on
the second Friday of each
month. The next meeting
w i l l b e F r i d a y, D e c . 11 a t
11:30 a.m. For more info
call Bob at 324-1144 or
Randy at 645-0634.

Gutter Services
The Gutter Doctor specializing in both continuous and
standard rain gutters.
General
Contractor
Repair
Maintenance. 29 years working in the area.
Call 559822-2759.

Handyman Services
O. HANDYMAN - Need fans installed, sprinklers, light electrical, plumbing, or any handyman
chores? Call Ohan for free estimates. 559-645-4583.

Housecleaning Services
Housecleaning - 20 years experience - Honest, reliable, references. Call Rachael at 822-3330.
Housecleaning Services - Ranc h o s A re a . R e l i a b l e , re f e re n c e s ,
reasonable rates. Job includes:
All house duties except windows.Call for rates or have Questions? 559-776-6790.

Painting Services
Painting Services - 40 years of
experience. Licensed and insured. Frank Kramer Exteriors.
Lic.
#273099.
Call
6 4 5 - 4 11 3 .

Call 559-970-4476
645-4033.

or

559-

Wi n d o w C l e a n i n g S e r v i c e s
Window cleaning special.
Most windows $5 inside/out.
Screen, track and sills included. Hard water stain and
cobweb removal a v a i l a b l e .
F u l l y i n sured. Call Nick
at 285-1723. Free
estimates.

SUDOKU

Tr a c t o r S e r v i c e s
Tr a c t o r w o r k , d i s c i n g , r o t o t i l l ing, weed cutting. Bobcat work,
drilling
post
holes,
trees,
trenching and clean ups. Call
N e a l a t 6 4 5 - 1 2 0 0 o r 2 8 5 - 8 2 11 .
Tr a c t o r w o r k , h o u s e p a d s ,
lot
leveling,
driveways,
trenching, concrete work and
underground utilities installed.

TO ADVERTISE
CALL 645-0634

©2009 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

H e l p Wa n t e d
H e l p Wa n t e d - T h e R a n c h o s I n dependent is looking for a solid
worker to call on advertising accounts to maintain relationships
and develop new business. Please
call 645-0634 .

Home/Yard/Ranch Services
NEED AFFORDABLE, BUT REL I A B L E H O M E , YA R D O R
RANCH HELP? Landscaping,
hauling, tree and brush trimming/removal, home improvem e n t , g e n e r a l l a b o r, e t c . C a l l
Luke today! 559-367-5881.

Click on “Local News” at
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Real Estate
Nancy Watson
The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

645-5000
www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 20
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs.
11/09

DAVID PARKER
Realtor Associate

www.davidparker.info

490-1989
A ranchos resident for 20 years, I am a full-time professional agent dedicated to
serving our community’s Real Estate needs. Allow me to show you how stress-free selling or buying a home can be. I worry with the details so YOU don’t have to! Call me
today or visit me on the Web and allow me to demonstrate how I can serve you. 11/09

Continental Realty

645-5450
431-7060
Available Dec. 1
House for Rent in Madera Ranchos -- 3 BD/2 BA on 1/3 acre with
all water and gardening paid for by owner! Close to Webster Elementary and shopping. Beautiful condition. $1,000 per month with
$1,000 deposit. Hurry!
11/09

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE
674-1663
14794 Hwy 41
Madera

Say you saw it in
www.The Ranchos.com

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

11/09

the Ranchos Independent

Don’t forget that there are military
women also in the Veteran’s Hospital. While you are at Maywood Center check out the five small trees
decorated by our five Golden Valley
Schools.
Sierra View Elementary school
will have their holiday program on
Dec. 15 at 6 p.m. Webster Elementary will have their winter holiday
program on Dec. 17 at 6 p.m. These
programs are always outstanding and
the students are so cute. Liberty High
will have their winter drama production on two nights, Dec. 2 and 3 at
7:30 p.m. The cost is $7. Liberty
High Winter Formal will be held on
Dec. 5 and there are a lot of excited
Liberty students looking forward to
this formal dance. The Ranchos Middle School winter drama is called
“The Seven Selfish Princesses.” It
will run on Dec. 9 to 10 and the price
is only $3 at the door. Come see the
first play at the new middle school
Multi-purpose Room stage. I am sure
that having their own stage must be
exciting for both the teachers and the
students. The Ranchos Middle
School band concert will also be on
the new stage on Dec. 14 at the
Multi-purpose Room stage.
OK, if you haven’t filled up your
calendar yet here are some of the
things going on at the Ranchos Hills

RECIPES cont. from P. 21
tidbits) and a couple of cans of
mandarin oranges. Drain all the
fruit, and reserve a couple cups
of the juice. I used the big
Tupperware bowl to mix the
salad. Cut the fruit into bite
size pieces and add some red
and green grapes (that have
been washed). At this point I
divide the fruit into two
smaller bowls. In one I add
enough sour cream to cover the
fruit. For the other salad, I put
the reserved drained juice in a
pan and add about half a small
container of frozen orange
juice concentrate. Add a couple
of tablespoons (to taste) of
sugar and bring to light boil. In
a cup or small bowl, mix two or
three tablespoons of cornstarch
with some of the fruit juice and
mix to a runny paste, adding to
the boiling juices, cooking
until thickened. (I usually do
this as soon after I have

Seniors. If you do your Christmas
shopping at the Ranchos Hills Senior
Center you will save money both on
gas and frustration from crowded
stores. Our talented seniors have been
busy sewing, crocheting, knitting,
baking, making homemade jam, jellies
and candy for the Christmas boutique
at the Ranchos Hills Senior Center.
The Boutique will open at 9 a.m. on
Nov. 30 at the center and will be open
Monday through Saturday each week
until Dec. 19. If you want unique and
beautiful Christmas gifts and want to
help out the seniors who work hard to
keep our Senior Center in operation
come by 37330 Berkshire Drive.
Want to do something different?
How about joining the tour of five
Christmas decorated homes in the
Ranchos and Rolling Hills area? The
tour is on Dec. 12 from 1 to 4 p.m.
The tickets are $7 and can be purchased from the Senior Center or the
Chamber of Commerce office in the
Maywood Center. Don’t forget the
Treasure House sale on Saturday,
Dec. 5 at the Senior Center. I have
lots of treasures.
If you have one day left on your
calendar don’t forget to add the
Golden Valley School Board meeting
on Dec. 8 at the Liberty library at 6
p.m. Your school board members are
hardworking people and I am so
proud of them. They need your support.
drained the fruit so it can
cool.) After the sauce has
cooled, stir it into the salad
without the sour cream. Put
both of these salads in the refrigerator in covered bowls
until time to serve. When ready
to serve, to the one with the
sour cream, I add miniature
marshmallows and a couple of
s l i c e d b a n a n a s . To t h e o n e w i t h
the orange juice dressing, I
only added a couple sliced bananas. Put in pretty serving
b o w l s a n d e n j o y. T h e r e a s o n t o
wait until ready to serve before
putting in the bananas is they
have a tendency to turn dark
a n d y o u d o n ’ t w a n t t h a t . Yo u
w a n t y o u r s a l a d t o l o o k p r e t t y.
For those of you that read
this before Thanksgiving, I
hope you have a very Happy
Thanksgiving. And for those of
you
that
read
this
after
Thanksgiving, I hope you had a
glorious day and you have lots
of leftovers.
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VELVET TOUCH

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory
House Need Cleaning?

PAINTING CONTRACTOR
TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS
ROOFING

sin
1970ce

AAA CHORES & MORE

559-718-9605
HOUSE/SPRING CLEANING
ANIMAL SITTING TOO!

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113
TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER

INSURED
LIC. #273099

Jo-De DRILLING
Interlocking Pavers

nothing outlasts pavers!
www.rlacyinterlockpavers.com

442-1999
Lic. #306511

674-7770

& TRACTOR SERVICE
HARDPAN DRILLING

owner/broker

Kellner & Sons’ Properties

office
fax

LIC. #837274

559-662-0336
559-438-8260
Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification
Locally owned
and operated!

• Professional
photography
• Personalized
unique gifts

645-1918

• Gift certificates

www.hartsphotographs.com

CERTIFIED ARBORIST
• Artful Pruning
• Removals
• Disease
Management

Welding & Fabrication

call JERRY CLARK • 706-3865

(8733)

Wayne Jones

645-8528
Business

489-7859
Pager

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Ever Growing For Your Needs

Interior & Exterior

E
SINC80
19

Specializing in Repaints

(559) 917-4507
• Sales & Service
• In-Home Service
Sé Habla Español
Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.
Retired FPD 26 yr.
Certifications:
A+/Network +
Ca. Lic.#79328
Microsoft Cerified Pro

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Accoustical Removal
Color Matching

Notary in the HIGH QUALITY ROGER PRATER
GATE SYSTEMS
CONCRETE
Ranchos!
Residential & Commercial
38 years experience
Lic. # 599235

Mobile Notary and
Loan Document Signing

Diana J. Tucker
Daytime • Evening • Weekends

381-5879 559-454-8060

(559) 645-0911
(559) 645-0916

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties

We’ve Got YOU Covered

callTony
Garcia

645-1792 h
341-2002 c
431-3072w
Lic. #OG11001

Valley Ag Insurance
tony@valleyagins.com

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

B&M

Auto & Truck Parts
Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

AWNINGS
& Lonas Del Valle

+ A/C SERVICE

Ranchos
Auto Repair
& Chuck’s Transmission

645-4475

Specializing in Awnings
Recovers • Repairs Tarps • Lonas

559-313-8407
License #B0006328

Marion Pool
Service & Repair
• Weekly Service
• Full Service
• Equipment
• Supplies
• Residential • Commercial
• Locally Owned
251-2514 351-1605 645-4799
cell after 5 p.m.
office

645-TREE

MZC Valley Green
Hydroseeding
• Industrial
• General
• Farm
• Mig
• Tig
• Stick
• Certified
• Portable

645-6630

37075 AVE. 12 • MADERA RANCHOS

B.M.T.
Computer Repair

BUSINESS • AUTO
HOME • FARM
HEALTH

Tom Kellner

Residential Sales
Real Estate Investments
License Training
Cell 706-3162
559-297-3770
559-297-3776

CAR WASH
& DETAIL

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL
EXTERIOR
INTERIOR

“We cover
your
problems!”

LIC. #313070

674-2320
Gerald Scheffing
Painting

KNIGHT & DAY
COMPUTERS

645-0122

• NEW AND USED LAPTOPS •
• PRINTERS • PARTS •

repairs

experience

Click on “Local News” at
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Business Directory
Clark’s Performance

Professional Pet Care
When You Can’t Be There

Pets, Plants, Plus+

• GM, H1 & ASE Master Certified
• General Automotive Repairs
• Hot Rod Customizing & Lowering

call
Sandra Oliver
559-240-3556
or
Jackie Jones
559-232-1352

Jeff Clark

Specializing in Livestock

645-1578

CARTER DRYWALL

Accredited • Insured • Bonded

Service, Inc.

Call us for all

FREE ESTIMATES
LIC. #B0008113

645-1914

your drywall needs

Lic. #393449

HEATHER COFFEY
OR JEAN BRINER

IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR MORE SALES TOMORROW, CALL

Today!

The Ranchos Independent
(559) 645-0634
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Since 1984

Eileen Tiso - Owner
Resale • Foreclosures • Rentals
Property Management Available

laminate • hardwood • baseboards
crown molding • more!
light painting & plumbing
experienced & reliable

S.B. Walker

559-645-1102

flooring & home repair

36754Ave. 12 #101 • Madera, CA93636

cont. lic. #687479

LIC

.#

93
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Need
Construction?

35

• Concrete
• Rough Framing
• General Building
• Steel Buildings • Shop Buildings
• Room Additions • New Construction

FREE ESTIMATES!

All Stage Construction, Inc.

559-681-8947
www.The Ranchos.com

240-0927

Professional Music
Educator & Musician
• Private Instruction on:
Violin • Fiddle
Guitar • Mandolin
• Classical to Country
• Intermediate to Advanced

Tim Johnson
BA, MA, DMA-pending

645-0502
or
681-7112

tljohns@bu.edu

www.sierracowboyriders.com

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) While it seems that chaos is taking over, you get everything back to
normal, even if it means being more than a little assertive with some people. Expect to hear more jobrelated news soon.
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Expect to be able to move ahead with your workplace plans now
that you have a good idea of what you might have to face. You also can anticipate a welcome change
on the home front.
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) A quieter period settles in, giving you a chance to catch your breath,
as well as allowing for more time to handle some important family matters. The arts dominate this
weekend. Enjoy them.
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) The frustrations of last week have pretty much played themselves out.
You should find things going more smoothly, especially with those all-important personal matters.
LEO (July 23 to August 22) Once again, you find a creative way to resolve a pesky problem in short
order. However, a matter involving a possible breach of confidence might need a bit more time to check out.
VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Reuniting with an old friend could lead to the sharing
of some great new experiences. But be careful you don't find yourself once again being super-critical
or overly judgmental.
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) You should be seeing some positive results following
your move toward repairing that unraveling relationship. There might be some setbacks, but staying
with it ultimately pays off.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Encouraging a friendlier environment in the home
could go a long way to help dissipate anger and resolve problems, especially those affecting children.
It won't be easy, but you can do it.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) A recent act of kindness is beginning to show
some unexpected (but very welcome) results. On another note, expect to hear more about a possible
move to another locale.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) The good news is that the sure-footed Goat can rely
on his or her skill to get around obstacles in the workplace. The not-so-good news is that new
impediments could turn up later.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) A change of pace is welcome but also confusing. Before
you make decisions one way or another, be sure you know precisely what it is you're being asked to do.
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Don't fret if you don't get the gratitude you think you're
owed for doing a nice thing for someone. There might be a good reason for that. In any event,
what's important is that you did it.

Born this Week

You have a way of making the sort of wise decisions
that lead to shedding new light on dark situations.
(c) 2009 King Features Synd., Inc.
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TRIVIA TEST

By Fifi Rodriguez

1. GEOGRAPHY: What is the only Central
American country that doesn't have a coastline on the Pacific?
2. MOVIES: Who played the role of Boo
Radley in the movie "To Kill a Mockingbird"?
3. MYTHOLOGY: In Norse mythology, what
is the name of the goddess of the past?
4. SCIENCE: What is the only known metal
that turns to liquid at room temperature?
5. TELEVISION: Which long-running variety show featured a fictitious radio station
named KORN?
6. LANGUAGE: What is the American
equivalent of the British term "braces"?
7. RELIGION: Who served as the first pope
of the Catholic Church?
8. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Who was the
founder of the online auction service eBay?
9. ENTERTAINERS: What actor uttered the
movie line, "The point is, ladies and gentleman, that greed -- for lack of a better word -is good"?
10. LITERATURE: What is the subject matter of the book "Ten Days That Shook the
World"?

Answers
1. Belize
2. Robert Duvall
3. Urd
4. Mercury
5. "Hee Haw"
6. Suspenders
7. St. Peter
8. Pierre Omidyar
9. Michael Douglas ("Wall Street")
10. The Russian revolution
(c) 2009 King Features Synd., Inc.
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What can the Ranchos do about the
emptying of the Ranchos’ water?
How can we help ourselves? How can we manage our resources?
Where will the Ranchos be without water?
Where will we get water we don’t have?

There are answers!

559-363-9095

ranchos.community@gmail.com

11/09

The Ranchos has no representation on the Integrated Regional Water Management Plan (IRWMP)
for Madera County, the group that holds the future of the Ranchos’ water −
Will we be left behind?
Are we in or are we out?

