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Mona Diaz Says
“I’mIn!”forRace

Former GVUSD Trustee Mona Diaz
has filed the necessary papers to be a candidate in the upcoming Recall Election.

On Monday, May 11, Madera Ranchos resident Mona Diaz officially became the first person to throw her hat in
the ring as a candidate for Golden Valley
Unified School District Trustee, should
the Recall Election be successful, by filing papers with Madera County. She
will be running in GVUSD District 1 for
the seat held at present by Carla Neal,
one of the three trustees named in the
Recall Election scheduled for Tuesday,
Sept. 1.
Diaz is a former GVUSD trustee
from District 1 who stepped down from
the position to run for Madera County
supervisor last year.
Should the Recall Election prove
successful, candidates will also be
needed for the seats held by Kathleen
Crumpton and John Moseley.

SUPPORT OUR TROOPS

The 8th Annual Word From Home
Car Show and Freedom Celebration to
support our troops is coming Sunday,
June 28. The event supports a Ranchos
organization that has delivered over
2,200 care packages to our troops.

The event is being held Sunday,
June 28 from 5 p.m. until dusk. Entry
fee is $20, which includes a $10 food
ticket and $10 for troop support. It’s
being held at Lifetree Assembly of God
Church at 35849 Ave. 13½.To enter a
car call Pam Hansen at 474-2330.

SUPPORT OUR TROOPS

At Last! Here Comes MD-10A’s Dublin Well
By Karen Petryna
In the last several weeks, residents in the vicinity of the Dublin Well on Dublin Drive, which is seven
blocks north of Avenue 12, have heard and seen a good deal of commotion as contractors from Grizzly
Construction, Anderson Pump Company and others have been very busy bringing the latest elements
of the Wood Rodgers plan to fruition. Scheduled to go on line by mid-June, the Dublin Well,
installed in December 2013, is nearly ready to be connected to the MD-10A Water System
piping network via a new 16-inch water line to Road 37 ½ and a new 480-volt power line
along Road 37 ¾ being run from Avenue 12. Once connected the new well, which is also
16 inches in diameter, will add 800 gallons per minute (gpm) of production to the water
system that is currently operated using just three remaining system wells. Those wells,
Charlton, Kensington and New Fender, produced an average of 290, 390, and 770 gpm
respectively during the months of November 2014 through February 2015 for approximately 955 service connections.
The seventh and latest of the MD-10AWater System wells since the Fernwood Well was
installed in 1959, the Dublin Well is by far the largest, most powerful and most
expensive with a total price tag to reach just shy of $2 million
upon coming into service. The Dublin Well facility, located

on a full 2 ½-acre lot that will be encompassed by an eight foot-high fence (iron in the front and brownslatted chain link on the sides and back), will contain a number of state-of-the-art components and features that have been designed to maximize functionality, reliability and expandability.
Facility Features
Those items include a control panel designed by Tesco that will be featured in an upcoming issue of their
own trade magazine due to its uniqueness. The “brains of the well system,” the Tesco Control Panel is self-heating and cooling, contains no fan and is therefore considered failure free. This control panel will also “manage”
all the drinking water wells in the network. There is also a containerized standby diesel generator should a power
failure occur, which is particularly important while the MD-10AWater System remains without any storage capacity.
And there is a 10,000 gallon “hydropneumatic” tank that is expected to hold the entire network’s pressure between
40 and 60 pounds per square inch (psi).
It’s when the pressure falls below 20 psi that we run into trouble with the state, explained Mohammed
Alqutami, Madera County Public Works Department Project Construction Engineer. Alquatami, a graduate
of Fresno State who has been with the department for two years, acts in several different capacities, including manager and inspector on various projects throughout the County. He said while the Governor has
mandated a 36 percent water use reduction specifically for Madera County, the County has no plans to change
the Stage 3.5 water use restriction level which went into effect last August as long as the water system
Mohammed
Alqutami,
maintains at least 20 psi, a condition that failed last summer without the Dublin Well.
Madera County Public Works DeIn addition to the features mentioned above, Alquatami, while providing a facility tour on site, partment Project Construction Enpointed out the eight-foot-square chemical building, the PG&E pads which will hold the electric trans- gineer, points to where a 1 million
former, meter and main switchboard and disconnect, the storm drains and infiltration wells, and the gallon storage tank is proposed to
trenches for the conduit that is being laid for two future replacement production wells. He also showed be at the Dublin Well facility.
the locations of two future 1 million gallon storage reservoirs and he said that in addition to the fence that
will be used for both security and reduced visibility, drought-tolerant oak trees will also be planted around the inside perimeter with their
own drip irrigation system to improve the overall appearance of the facility even further. All of the above-ground structures sit on their own
reinforced concrete pads, as does the wellhead itself for which a five-foot cubed block was made to encase it and several additional ports.
Along with Alqutami, Ken White, the Grizzly Construction Project Manager, described the purpose of the block and its extra ports.
The block, they said, acts as a kind of anchor to keep the well as still as possible. This is particularly important since after the water is pumped
to the surface it makes an immediate right angle turn to the hydropneumatic tank. It also holds what is called a soleplate on the top that likewise keeps the pump and its conduit equally still. The additional ports in the block are an air vent to prevent negative pressure from building in the well as the water is withdrawn, a port to add more gravel as the gravel surrounding
Please see DUBLIN on P. 15
the well casing settles, and a sounding port to measure the depth to the well water surface
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LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR!
BIG Sale JUNE 1-28!

Check out ALL of our SPECIALS

$109.99 $29.99
HORSE FENCE

Diamond
Dog Food

48”x100’

40 LB. BAG

$7.99
HEN
SCRATCH

VALUABLE 3-V FEED COUPON • VALUABLE 3-V FEED COUPON • VALUABLE 3-V FEED COUPON • VALUABLE 3-V FEED COUPON

No Climb

Lamb & Rice

Madera Ranchos We are YOUR Store!
Current Hay Prices per Bale

Orchard Grass (Oregon hay)...................................... $21.99
Timothy Grass (Oregon hay)....................................... $18.99
Forage Hay (heavy bales) ......................................... $15.49
Alfalfa ................................................................... $14.75 (and up)
Oat Hay (heavy bales) ................................................. $13.99
Wheat Hay ........................................................... $12.99 (and up)
Straw ..................................................................... $ 8.99

$150
OFF

(All hay prices per bale and subject to change)

ALL
SADDLES
IN STOCK

50 LB. BAG

$1 OFF*
take an
ADDITIONAL

each regular alfalfa bale

(*6/27-6/28 ONLY WITH THIS COUPON)

Alfalfa
Cubes

$395
per ton

3V Feed is your premier hay supplier of Alfalfa,
Orchard Grass, Oat Hay, Timothy Hay, Wheat Hay,
Sudan Grass, Straw and others!

WIN any of FOUR raffles courtesy of 3V Feed & Garden Supply
For every $25 spent, receive a RAFFLE TICKET which YOU get
to enter in one of FOUR drawings. Winner drawn 6-28-15.

1. Livestock Package
2. Equine Package
3. Poultry Package
4. Pet Package

“Quality & Customer Service is Our Motto” • We are YOUR Feed Store!

3VFeed.com • facebook.com/3VFeed • 3VFeed.com • facebook.com/3VFeed • 3VFeed.com
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Dear Editor:
I would like to call your readers’ attention
to the May 11th article in the Fresno Bee titled,
“What to do with the budget surplus.” Quote:
“Governor Brown proposed increasing per
pupil spending by 3 percent …” – it goes on to
say – “... much of [the budget surplus] has
come from taxes on capital gains and large corporate bonuses.”
What surplus? Liberals and progressives
would lead us to believe the increased revenue
collected by the state is the direct result of a recovering economy.
Not true.
Over taxation can also increase revenue
for a short time. Capital gains are profits from
investments. Bonuses are incentives corporations pay their employees and managers to increase growth and profits. The net result from
these taxes will be less investment, less production, less growth and more government
spending. Behavior we tax, we reduce; behavior we subsidize, we increase. The government
took the money out of the economy (Free Markets) and will subsidize failing government.
Who besides liberals and progressives think
this model is a road map to prosperity? How
sustainable is this model? Which is more likely,
a shrinking or growing economy? TAXES
KILL THE ECONOMY. If the increased tax
revenue was generated from small business
(that employs 70 percent of the workforce) and
personal income taxes, that would be an indicator of a recovering economy and jobs. If the
economy continues to struggle and slow, we
will know the increased revenue is from
OVER TAXATION!
The U.S. economy continues to struggle.
In the first quarter of 2015, the U.S. economy
ground to a halt. GDP was just over 2 percent.
Two percent is the minimum growth needed
from the economy to absorb the new, young,
incoming workforce. If the growth is 2 percent,
the economy is stagnant. In my estimation, the

slowing economy was a foreseeable result in
part due to higher taxes. Further, after 6 1/2
years of U.S. liberal financial policies and management, the Federal Reserve continues to support the economy with stimulus. Can the U.S.
economy stand on its own? Can the markets
support the economy? The Federal Reserve
says “NO.” That's why the Federal Reserve
made its decision last month to continue its
stimulus. If the Federal Reserve does change
its policy, stops printing currency, stops purchasing bonds and stops suppressing interest
rates, money will flow out of the stock market
to safer investments like bank savings accounts
and/or the bond markets. The stock market is
being artificially supported from Federal Reserve policy.
Did I mention the State's Pension Funds,
like CalPERS and CalSTRS, depend on their
investments to pay retirees pensions? Much of
these funds are in the stock market. If there is
a large correction, those investments may not
generate the 7 percent revenue needed to meet
the state’s pension fund obligations. Happened
in 2008 and 2009. The money collected from
retirees while they were working, about $75
billion, has been spent and the retirement fund
now dependents on profits from investments.
Not to worry if you are a member of CalPERS
or CalSTRS. Losses or decreases from those
investments will be made up with contributions
from the state’s general fund. Just wondering:
What will that do for school funding?
I would like to see the surplus revenue set
aside in a “Rainy Day Fund.” Better yet, I
would like the money returned to the markets
and into the hands of investors and businesses
who created it. Let them grow the economy,
create new wealth and new JOBS. Liberals and
progressives hate the Free Enterprise System
and Free Markets because they don't get to
choose the winners and losers. The Free Enterprise System made the United States the

Please see LETTERS on P. 10
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Letters

WIN FREE PROPANE!

WIN 125 GALLONS OF PROPANE

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________

Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2015. Delivery must be by August 31, 2015.
Must be a Valley Propane customer.

M A I L TO: Va l l e y Pr o p a n e • 3 7 2 2 1 Av e. 1 2 # 1 D
M a d e r a, C A 9 3 6 3 6
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Editorial

Forget it All ... Except This
By Randy Bailey
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I’m going to ask you to do something for me. For the duration of this editorial I’m going to ask you to forget
about the recall. Forget about Andy Alvarado. Forget about The Three and voting them out of office. Because
regardless of how you feel about any of
those subjects, there is a much greater
problem in front of all of us through the
actions of Trustees Crumpton, Moseley
and Neal: The just don’t care.
They don’t care what you think,
they don’t care what I think, they don’t
care what fellow Board Members Steven
Lewis and Mike Kelly think, they don’t
care what Golden Valley employees
think and they don’t care what the students think. Their total disregard for the
will of the Ranchos community that
elected them is appalling. It’s mindnumbing. It’s unbelievable.
It’s one thing to throw out unfounded accusations; it something else
altogether to back them up. Take notes.
Feb. 3 -- The “Andy Meeting.” At
this GVUSD Board Meeting, close to
500 Ranchos citizens showed up to express support for then Superintendent
Andy Alvarado. After being allowed to
speak, over the objection of Board President Crumpton and Moseley, the people
really thought they had a chance to present their views and that those views
might somehow be considered by the

“Family and
community are
the costars of
this great
American
comeback.
They are why
we say
tonight:
Private values
must be at the
heart of public
policies. ”

Board.
Wrong!
The Board slinked off to closed session and when they returned the announcement was made that by a
three-to-two vote the board had severed
ties with Alvarado. All of you that came
that night? Thanks for nothing.
April 21 -- “The Recall Meeting.”
At this meeting the Sufficiency for Recall from Madera County that was presented two weeks earlier called upon the
Board to set a date for a recall election.
Crumpton wanted to have a special
meeting to determine the date while the
throngs of citizens in attendance spoke
up for an earlier, rather than later, election date. Crumpton initially said that
there would be a meeting to determine
the date immediately following that
night’s Board meeting, but by the end of
the evening, over the protests from the
citizenry, she called a meeting for Friday
May 1. Trustee Lewis said it had to be at
an appropriate time so parents and employees could attend, a sentiment that resounded with the parents and employees
in attendance that night.
Wrong!
Crumpton was so moved by the will
of the people that she called for the
meeting to be at 9 a.m. on May 1. Audience members looked at each other in
disbelief and teachers throughout the
room called out, “Guess WE won’t be at
that meeting!” Trustee Lewis said HE
wouldn’t be able to be at that meeting,
but after conferring quickly with Moseley and Neal, Crumpton said it didn’t
matter. They only needed three.
May 1 -- The “Election Date Meeting.” At 9 o’clock in the morning, a
room at the Ed Ops campus was standing
room only. The capacity crowd was
SURE that they would be heard before
any decisions were made for an election
date.
Wrong!
Trustee Mike Kelly tried to read a
statement into the record suggesting consideration of all possible dates, keeping
an eye on causing the least amount of
disturbance for the upcoming school
year, but was shot down by Crumpton.
Then before anyone in the audience
could speak, Trustee Moseley moved for
a Sept. 1 election date, the latest possible
date, and it was approved three-to-two.
Folks, I don’t care where your poli-

Please see EDITORIAL on P. 16
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Waste Not, Just Bill for It
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call 559871-

9175 for
more info

AUG. 15,, 2015
Fire Station 19 s Annual

FIRE-B-Q DINNER & DANCE

Sponsors & Auction Items Needed
Purchase your BBQ tickets EARLY no tickets will be sold at the door.

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!
36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849
www.bedrockeng.com

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate

•
•
•
•

Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
Divide your property with a parcel map
Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley
5/15

I can imagine what my dad’s
face looked like. One eyebrow up,
his ice-blue eyes narrowed ever so
slightly as though he were staring
at his teenage daughter as she tried
to explain how the brand-new exhaust system must have dropped
out from under her car when she hit
a speed bump too fast. It can be a
scary look.
He asked the kid if they were
planning on charging his insurance
company. Well … yeah. But HE
wasn’t being charged, so it’s free.
The young man was then
treated to a detailed explanation of
what the word “free” meant, and
how if someone pays for it (even if
it is a big, bad insurance company)
it isn’t free. He then pointed out
that if he doesn’t need the pieces
because he already has them, including them in his equipment is
not only wasteful, it’s borderline
fraud. The point of insurance is to
help people pay for the things they
need, not pad the bill and the pockets of the doctors, supply companies and procedural facilities, etc.
Insurance companies take enough
joy in ripping off the public, when
the medical world rips off the insurance companies … well, that’s
just the kind of cycle my Dad has a
colorfully inappropriate name for.
In the end, no doubt through gritted teeth and flared nostrils, he
managed to convince the employee
that he would not be taking the
extra items and they would not be
billing his insurance.
Having worked in the medical
field for the last 10 years or so, I
shared this story with a few colleagues and everyone, myself included, has a tale of medical waste,
and not the bodily fluid kind. Female patients who have only had
women partners required to take

5 p.m.
to
Midnight
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My Dad has always been a heck
of a story teller. Even his lectures
had plot, setting and character development. It took extra effort on
my part to ignore such intricate and
creative oration designed to teach
me a lesson, but I managed to become very good at it. I was always
an over achiever.
As an adult, I have come to
look forward to his little stories
and lectures. Of course, it is possible that it’s because they are no
longer aimed at me. Nevertheless,
when my Dad opens his mouth you
never know if he’s dropping some
knowledge, spinning a yarn, or just
telling a joke. So, the other day
when he called to tell me a story, I
smiled as I gave him my full attention.
One thing about my Dad that
hasn’t changed since I was a little
girl: he hates waste. You want to
see a six-foot-two explosion?
Leave a light on. Leave the water
running. Order a double cheeseburger and extra fries then leave
more than half of it on your plate.
He grew up in a family where every
bite, every sock, every penny
counted. Keep the peace, eliminate
waste. It’s on our family crest.
Knowing this about my dad, it’s
of little surprise that he has a big
beef with the medical field. Nary
has a field existed with less wasteful practices than that of medicine.
He was having a nice, slow burn
the other day when he gave me a
jingle to rant. He recently switched
insurance companies and with that
came a forced change in the supplier of his CPAP machine. Though
some of the parts had been purchased, others weren’t so he had to
pack up everything rented and ship
them back to company “A” then go
down to company “B” and pick up
brand new equipment. As the gentleman behind the counter at company “B” was gathering up all the
little nuts and bolts that keep my
wonderful father breathing peacefully every night, he added a few
items that were superfluous. Being
the consummate conservationist,
my Dad stopped the young man and
let him know that he already had
the items at home. The guy waved
him off and said not to worry, he
wasn’t being charged.

Save this date!

Please see GEN WHY on P. 14
Click on “Local News” at
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Valley Feed supports the community’s
4-H and FFA organizations.
We have the supplies -- and savings -for all of your needs.

Fixing Congress and Other Fantasies

Huge TACK SALE
Now in Progress!
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DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE
Same Day Service
Family Owned
Since 1976

674-1663
23338 Ave. 14
Madera
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Over 10 Sets on Display
Lifetime Warranty
$199 Installation Special

431-1311
Swings ‘n Stuff

10130 HWY 41, Madera
(prices subject to change • exp. 6/30/15)

Ranchos Dental Care & Orthodontics
5/15

559-645-5320

www.ranchosdental.net

Matthew Pia, D.D.S.

“like”
us on
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www.The Ranchos.com

37144 Ave. 12, Suite 104
Madera Ranchos

offices or to observe a congressional vote or
meeting, we could drive a few minutes and be
there. Yes, I know that they have many recesses/vacations away from D.C., but have
you tried to get an appointment while they’re
in town?
My dream bill could be called the “Welcome to the Neighborhood Act.” I haven’t
By Betty Van Valkenburg
worked out all the details yet. Should congress
Everyone has a pet “fix”’ for what’s meet in D.C. at least once a year or twice a
wrong with the government. Uncle Joe wants year? What about a national emergency? Oh,
term limits for all politicians. Pete the barber well. If I want to appeal to politicians, I don’t
calls for a balanced budget amendment. Oth- have to work out all the details or consider the
ers push for a Convention of States.Aunt Mil- consequences. I just have to think it’s a good
lie says that we need an IQ test for every idea, feel warm and fuzzy about it, and then
pat myself on the back and walk away.
candidate. (I always loved Aunt Millie.)
Politicians who would pass my bill
My favorite “fix” would be passing a bill
to shut down the U. S. capitol building at least wouldn’t be held accountable if the plan
364 days of the year and send all members of should fail, and neither would I. By the time
congress home to live in their own districts, the country figured it out, the politicians would
sleep in their own beds with their own spouses, have moved on to higher office and I would
and live under the laws that they foist on the have probably moved on to a new precinct in
the sky. Is this a serious suggestion? Perhaps
rest of us.
not. But it does illusThis is 2015, and
trate, I hope, that our
representatives can
elected representatives
vote online. They can
My dream bill could be called the may be more in touch
hold webinar meetings. They can com- “Welcome to the Neighborhood Act.” with Washington than
municate
through ... I don’t have to work out all the details their own districts.
We all have ideas
email, text, Skype,
or consider the consequences. I just
for fixing the governTwitter, Facebook,
telephone, carrier pi- have to think it’s a goodidea, feel warm ment – because we all
geon and snail mail. and fuzzy about it, and then pat myself know that it is seriously broken. We reThey can send pictures on the back and walk away.
sent the intrusion into
to their new BFFs –
our lives and fear the
their constituents – on
unchecked power of
Instagram.
Under my plan, they would keep regular an out-of-control federal government. Most
business hours at their local offices, where they members of congress do need to be shaken out
would be open to constituents and where con- of the D. C. bubble of party politics and special
stituents would be invited to observe all on- privilege. And Uncle Joe’s balanced budget
line votes.They would know and represent the amendment and other proposals might be dedistrict in which they live and work. They sirable. But how can we make the changes
might actually see the properties that have been needed – locally, statewide and nationally – to
condemned and torn down to make way for save a failing country? The local Tea Party is
high-speed rail and the businesses that are dedicated to preserving individual liberty
shuttered due to over regulation, over taxation through the principles of constitutionally limand a mismanaged economy. Being full-time ited government, free markets and fiscal refamily members living at home again, they sponsibility.There are other organizations with
might run to the corner store for a dozen eggs similar goals, and still others dedicated to single issues such as Common Core. Perhaps we
and notice the latest grocery price hikes.
They could enjoy backyard bar-b-cues all need to work together.
Like one lonely mosquito on the backinstead of elite Washington events. Their constituents could talk to them at churches, side of the “elephant in the room,” you or I
movies, parks, their kids’and grandkids’base- can’t get much attention. But a horde of deterball games or the like. Instead of using the elite mined mosquitoes might get noticed. When
capitol gym and barber shop, they could sweat asked to join with others on a cause we believe
with their constituents at the local health club in, let’s try saying, “Yes” and then take a big
or listen to Pete the barber’s ideas while getting bite out of the bloated bureaucracy.
The Central Valley Tea Party promotes
a haircut.
Most importantly, they would be accessi- constitutionally limited government, free marble to us, their constituents. Instead of a long kets and fiscal responsibility. Call 412-5056 or
and expensive cross-country flight to visit their visit WWW.CentralValleyTeaParty.com.
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An Oldie but Goodie

into the cold water. Stir this mixture into the boiling water in a
heavy saucepan. Heat to boiling,
stirring constantly: reduce heat to
m e d i u m l o w. A d d b u t t e r. C o v e r,
c o o k , s t i r r i n g o c c a s i o n a l l y, 3 5
minutes.
2. Meanwhile, cook the
s a u s a g e m e a t i n a l a rg e h e a v y
skillet, breaking it up with a fork,
o v e r m e d i um h e a t u n t i l i t b e g i n s
t o l o s e i t s p i n k c o l o r. A d d t h e
onion and garlic, cook 5 minutes.
Stir in the chili powder and
cumin. Add the ground beef, continue to cook, breaking up meat
with a fork, until beef loses its
color, a bout 5 minutes.
3. Stir hot pepper sauce, celery and green pepper into the
skillet. Cook 5 minutes. Add
tomatoes, cook, stirring occasionally, 5 minutes.
4. Using a sharp knife, remove corn kernels from cob. With
back of knife, scrape cobs to remove remaining kernel bits and
milky residue. Add to tomatomeat mixture. Cook 10 minutes.
Season with salt.
5. Heat oven to 350 degrees.
Lightly butter a 10 inch round
baking dish, at least 2 inches
deep. Spread two-thirds of the
cornmeal mixture on sides and
bottom. Spoon meat filling
evenly in dish; arrange the olive
slices o ver the top. Sprinkle with
the grated cheeses.
6. Spoon the remaining cornmeal mixture evenly over the top
of pie to form a crust. If the
cornmea l mixtur e h as be come too
thick to spread, thin it with a few
d r o p s o f b o i l i n g w a t e r. B a k e
until golden brown, about 45
minutes. Let stand 10 minutes
before serving or serve at room
temperature.
Do you have an old cook book
and have a favorite recipe that
you would like to share with our
readers? I’d love to put it in o ne
of the future articles. Give me a
call here at the paper at 645-0634
or you can send me an e-mail at
ranchosnews@yahoo.com.
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by Jean Briner

www.chadstrucking.com
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Have you ever been in a used
book store and seen the volumes
of books? I love to go through
them and find interesting books
that I would love to read or just
h a v e i n m y l i b r a r y. Ye a r s a g o , I
was going through some old
books in a store and found one
that intrigued me. It was The
Essentials of Book Keeping –
published in 1886. I paid the 85
cents they wanted for it and
took it home and treasured it.
W h e n L a u r e n ( R a n d y ’s m i d d l e
daughter) decided to change her
college major to accounting,
s t u d y i n g t o b e a C PA , I d e c i d e d
I w o u l d g i v e i t t o h e r. H e r b i r t h day was last week, so I wrapped
the book up and she now has it.
Showing bookkeeping “as it
used to be,” before computers.
R e c e n t l y, R a n d y w a s i n a t h r i f t
store and was going through
their old books and found a
cook book and bought it for me.
The book is Honest American
F a re a n d w a s p u b l i s h e d i n 1 9 8 1 .
There is no kale, hummus or
pesto, but there is one whole
chapter on vegetables. There are
many recipes I would like to
pass on to you so maybe I can
do some more in a future article.
This one is from New Mexico.
Tamale Pie
¾ C. yellow cornmeal
1 C. cold water
2 C. boiling water
2 T. unsalted butter
¼ pound sausage meat
¾ C. finely chopped onion
1 large clove garlic, minced
2 T. chili powder
¼ tsp. ground cumin
¾ lb. ground beef
¼ tsp. hot pepper sauce
1 stalk celery, chopped
1 s m a l l I t a l i a n g r e e n p e p p e r,
finely chopped
1 ½ C. seeded, peeled,
chopped fresh tomatoes
2 ears corn
1 tsp. salt
¼ C. sliced, pitted black
olives
½ C. grated Monterey Jack
cheese
3/4 C. grated Mild cheddar
cheese
1. Gradually stir the cornmeal

CA #441782

559-645-5363
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

We now
deliver to the
Ranchos,
Bonnadelle &
Rolling Hills
areas.

ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •
HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •
LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •

HUMUS •
BARK •
CHIPS •
RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •
COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSUR ANCE?
Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood insurance (or eliminate it completely).
You can't afford to wait any longer,
so contact the professionals
today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815
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Does Our Community Have a Voice?
By Karen Petryna
Factory level and above diagnostic and repairs

We do most repairs on most vehicles
We also perform preventive maintenance,
manufacturer recommended
maintenance and service
We are your local NAPA Auto Care Center
California Star Certified Smog Check
Station • Locally owned and a Madera
Ranchos resident since 1992
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We support GVUSD Recall
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Hwy. 99 at Barstow, just east of Island Water Park
M - F 7:30 am - 5:30 pm • complete_car_care@hotmail.com

Situated about 10 miles east of Madera
and 10 miles north of Fresno, Southeast
Madera County isn’t just a roughly rectangular area on a map, it’s a unique community of
individual residents and business owners who
appreciate the value of gracious Central Valley living. More than that, many people who
live here are actively involved in a variety of
organizations that treasure the area’s many
benefits and actively seek to preserve and improve them.
One such organization, South East
Madera County United (SEMCU), was
formed in 2010 by concerned citizens and
business owners of the named region, an area
from Highway 41 on the east to the railroad
tracks on the west, from 145 on the north to
the San Joaquin River on the south. Not coincidentally, this area is the same as both the
territory of zip code 93636 and also the region in which every mailing address receives
the Ranchos Independent newspaper
monthly. So there is also a unique opportunity for everyone in the small, well-defined
region of southeast Madera County to not
only identify themselves geographically, but
to communicate with one another via the

www.The Ranchos.com

newspaper with advertisements, letters to the
editor, as well as via the internet at SEMCU’s
website, SEMCU.org, and several FACEBOOK sites, including the “Ranchos Independent.” But with so many communication
options, can the whole community have a
single voice with which to speak and be
heard? And if so, could that voice be
SEMCU?
Since its inception, SEMCU’s original
mission, to address severe water issues, has
been expanded over the years to include a
wide variety of issues close to the hearts of its
members to inspire and support the entire
community. Issues such as sustainability,
community outreach, education, safety, parks,
transportation, noise and energy have all been
addressed through efforts such as annual soccer clinics free to all children of Madera
County, annual participation in the Flatlanders’Day Parade to expand awareness, and
bringing many local experts and government
officials and employees to the monthly
SEMCU meetings, held at 6:30 p.m. on the
third Monday of the month, at the Pizza Factory on Avenue 12, to keep the community informed as well as provide the opportunity for
folks to provide feedback to visitors.
SEMCU has also been an advocate of
the community to fight unfair treatment by
PG&E and other organizations and will continue to be a watchdog. In addition, SEMCU
also began generating grant applications in
earnest last year to secure funds to support
the community, including the enhancement
of soccer clinic resources and to conduct feasibility studies for community infrastructure
improvements. The organization recently
learned that it has been awarded a grant for
over $218,000 from the Department of Water
Resources through its 2014 Water Energy
Grant Program. The funds will allow
SEMCU to run a community campaign to
cover the costs of converting water fixtures,
such as faucet aerators and showerheads, to
low flow usage for the residents of Southeast
Madera. The organization is also in the
process of finding other opportunities to
bring grant funding to the Ranchos and is
willing to partner with members of the public to attain collective goals.
And SEMCU will do even more for the
community when greater numbers get involved — the more that attend meetings,
share their concerns, and volunteer their
time, the stronger SEMCU’s voice, the
lighter the individual load, and the easier
SEMCU will achieve its objective to meet
the needs of all of Southeast Madera County.
Check out its website at www.SEMCU.org
for further details on how to become involved, as SEMCU says “By the Community, For the Community.”

wealthiest nation in the history of mankind.
Let's return to it. How about we use the surplus
revenue to fund water storage projects like
Temperance Flat? Students need water, right?
Mine did.
WHAT RESERVE?
I will give California credit for one thing:
at least we have a budget. The federal government doesn't use a budget process anymore, I
think. It's too restrictive and controlling. They
have decided to use CRs (Continuing Resolutions). Any time the president needs more
money he just tells congress that the federal
government will soon shut down. For fear of a
shutdown, congress passes a CR and raises the
national debt ceiling so the U.S. can borrow
and spend more money.
California's budgets are based on the previous year’s revenue. That is a reactive position, as opposed to a proactive position.
California drives forward while looking in the
rear view mirror, oblivious or unconcerned of
dangers ahead. If California's true economy
continues to slow, and there is no reserve, it will
be forced to borrow or make cuts in next year’s
budget. Does this make sense to anyone except
liberals and progressives? Wouldn't it make
more sense for the state to create a reserve
which in turn would create stability and consistency in the services it provides and for the
employees it employs?
The U.S. federal government spends $1
TRILLION annually more than it receives. The
Federal Reserve continues to stimulate the
economy. All this spending just to bring the
economy to a stalemate. Who really believes
we are in a recovering economy? My position
is we are in jeopardy and the GVUSD's budgets now and into the future should be very conservative and a "Rainy Day Fund" should be a
priority. We need to be proactive and protect
the district, its employees and students from
reckless liberal sending policies.
Earlier this year I attempted to convey
these concerns to Trustee John Moseley. California's budgeting process brings instability to
districts. Without a "Rainy Day Fund," instability, inconsistency and cuts will be an ongoing part of GVUSD's future. I also expressed
concern the newly elected school board would
use the new one time money to financially obligate the district long term for things like pay
raises. Trustee John Moseley told me he was
in full agreement with California's budgeting
process. He told me his personal financial policy is each year make the district's budget on
the projected revenue and spend it all. He does
not believe in a "Rainy Day Fund."
What experience and qualifications do
Moseley and his coalition possess that would
enable them to properly manage an $18 million a year school district? To my knowledge
Neal has none; Crumpton has a small home
business as a piano teacher and Moseley's is all

bad. Moseley and his coalition are unqualified.
My opinion is we are in trouble. The economy
is in trouble and we have three liberal and/or
progressive GVUSD board members in the
majority. We need to remove Trustees Moseley,
Crumpton and Neal before their liberal ideas,
direction and policies destroy our school district. Vote YES to recall Moseley, Crumpton
and Neal.
Now I may say some controversial things.
I am only speaking for myself. The following
are my own personal opinions and objectives
and mine only as far as I know. I speak for no
one else!
FIRST, it is my intention to returnAndrew
Alvarado to GVUSD as its superintendent.
That has not changed. If I have learned anything from Trustee Crumpton, it is that determination and perseverance create opportunity.
If in four years trustee Crumpton could force
out a popular superintendent without cause and
little or no community support, I'm determined
I can returnAndrew in much less time. I'm just
as committed and I have much community
support.
SECOND, I like would like to take this
opportunity to endorse candidates Brian Freedman for Area 4, Mona Diaz for Area 1 and
Maria Knobloch for Area 2 in the recall election. Here are the reasons for my decision: I do
not know in what condition the school district
will be after the election. I don't know the long
and short term consequences and challenges
before the district as a result of decisions from
these unqualified board members. I hope for
the best but I'm preparing for the worst. Therefore, it's my opinion we need new trustees who
need only a little or no learning curve. I believe
we need to mitigate our risk and cut our losses
in this election. I think at this time it's too risky
to elect unexperienced, un-vetted candidates
who have little or no track record to judge by.
Isn't that how we got to this point? It's also my
opinion we need new trustees who know and
have worked with Andrew Alvarado prior and
understand the leadership and experience he
brings to the problems and will act to return
Andrew as soon as possible as GVUSD superintendent. It's also my opinion we need to restore the prior functioning school board as
much as possible (minus trustee Crumpton) to
the board so we can move forward with haste
and no mistakes. I expect the new board to
quickly move forward with issues such as
completing the potential $6 million grant proposal that was interrupted by the separation of
the superintendent. I also expect the new board
to move forward, preparing for new course offerings and electives such as career vocational
training as a result of a successful grant proposal.
To those of you considering a candidacy
for GVUSD board of trustees, it is not my intention to offend or discourage you if you feel
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• Borders
• Driveways
• Walkways
• Patios
• Pool Decks
• Large & Small Slabs
• Stamped Concrete
• Stained Concrete
Marty Owen The Concrete Guy
Marty has a passion for
creative concrete design.
Marty has been laying
concrete for 32 years and
has extensive experience
in every area of concrete,
from residential to
commercial.
Licensed & Bonded SCL#991137
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The Bookshelf

Summer Reading Program Nears
By Amanda Judd

Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting
Concrete Foundations & Flatwork
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Call645-0634toADVERTISENOW!

The Ranchos Library wants to
thank you all for contributing to such
a successful Flatlander ’s Day Craft
Fair. What a lovely day it was; the
weather was perfect. Thank you to
all of our vendors, you were incredibly efficient and it made for such a
smooth set up. Thank you to the
community for coming out to show
support for our Ranchos Library, it
was a great turnout. Thank you to
every individual who gave his or her
time to make this event happen. We
could not have done it without you.
Now that Flatlander’s is in our
rearview mirror, we are gearing up
for the Summer Reading Program.
We will be “Reading to the Rhythm”
and exploring books and music. The
program will run from the week of
June 15 through – and will officially
end – the week ending July 25. We
will be kicking off with author and illustrator Steven Riley. Riley will be
giving his presentation on June 18 at
11 a.m. Be certain to stop in and get
signed up. We will be having additional various performances throughout the weeks. As a special treat for
our closing performance on July 23,
our final performer will be Brandon

5/15

LETTERS cont. from P. 10

www.The Ranchos.com

compelled to run. I would like you to consider
a few things beforehand and if still compelled,
jump in in 2018. From observing school boards
for 23 years, being elected to a school board
will likely be the greatest SACRIFICE you and
your family will ever make. You will be out of
town many weekends per year attending district business. Twice a month you will receive
a board packet consisting of about 300 pages.
Two weekends a month will be dedicated to
reading that packet, doing your homework, researching the information and asking questions
so you will be prepared to make important decisions. You will receive many phone calls at
inopportune times, probably from me. You
may lose friends because of positions you take
and decisions you make. You will receive very
little monetary compensation for your sacrifice.
GVUSD and its students will be a very large
part of you and your family. If this does not discourage you, great!
My advice to a newcomer is, start by requesting the board packet now. Start reading it,
do the research and be prepared to participate at
school board meetings. Engage and interact with

Gray, “The Bubble Man.” We are really excited to get moving through
the summer and hope that you will be
here to join in on the fun. It is sure to
be a great and rewarding time.
Did you know that you can also
check out books on your E-Reader?
You may simply download the 3M
app (Nook, Android, iOS, Kindle
Fire, Mac and PC computers) to access free eBooks using your library
card. It is easy to get started. If you
need assistance please see the reference desk and we will be happy to
help you. It is even faster using the
Ranchos Library WiFi connection.
You can link your devices and read
wherever you are. It has never been
any simpler to keep a book with
you.

The Madera Ranchos Library
37167 Ave. 12
645-1214
Sunday and Monday Closed
Tuesday 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday
11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Friday and Saturday
11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
www.MaderaCountyLibrary.org

the board. Offer new ideas and solutions so you
will be prepared when you do win your election.
God bless.
Warren Parr
Madera Ranchos

The Ranchos Independent welcomes
your letters. Whether you’re a fan or
someone looking for something
to line the birdcage, we want
to hear from you. The only rules?
Sign it, be civil or forget about it.
Send your letters to:

email:

ranchosnews@yahoo.com
mail:

The Ranchos Independent
37167 Ave. 12 #5C
Madera, CA 93636
fax:

559-645-4002
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barn in the Valley, but what stood out to me was
thefactthatthegroundallaroundtheoldbarnhad
been tilled and prepared for planting. The land
was valuable for producing food.The barn, however, was so broken down that it would neither
provideapropercoveringforharvestedcrops,nor
a safe shelter for animals. It was obvious that the
barn was left there on purpose, but why?
Here are some questions I would ask the old
barn’s owner:
What significance does the barn have to
you, your family, or community? Does seeing it
produce good feelings and happy memories? Is
Our Precious Things
it being saved out of obligation or guilt? Is it
being saved with the understanding that the next
Yesterday I was driving through some farm- generation can have the same freedom to choose
land near Hanford. I was struck by the sight of an what to do with it without obligation or guilt? Is
old barn. It’s not that it’s so very rare to see an old there plenty of land for crops without using the

land the barn is on? If the space is needed for
something else, is there a way you could keep a
portion of the barn instead of the whole thing?
When people call for my organizing services some are fearful that I’ll expect them to
throw “everything” away. Certainly a professional organizer wouldn’t see the value in saving an old barn, right? Wrong! I enjoyed
seeing the barn as I drove through the countryside. I assume they do too.
The owners of the barn acted intentionally.
Theychosetokeepthebarn.Otherbuildingsfrom
the past, a farmhouse, chicken coop and fencing
hadmostlikelybeenremovedatsomepoint.They
didn’t keep it all, just because it had history.
One of my favorite sayings is: “If everything’s precious, then nothing’s precious.” How
many things that you have from the past are

being kept intentionally? When we don’t give
thought to what we have or how we keep it, the
value of the truly precious things can be compromised. The boxes of old college text books
might be sitting on top of Great Grandma’s wedding album or our own kids’baby books.
Here are some questions and tips to guide
you as you give value to the precious things and
release the rest.
Isthisitemaddingvaluetomyliferightnow?
Ifnot,canitaddvaluetosomeoneelse’slife?Today
myclientboxeduphercollectionofhorsefigurines
to give to a friend’s daughter.They were no longer
adding value to her life, but would certainly be enjoyed and appreciated by this young girl.
Can I display what’s precious or a portion of

Please see ORGANIZED on P. 17
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25th Annual
Flatlanders Parade Sponsors

Get your

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
wants to thank the following businesses
for sponsoring Flatlanders Parade trophies

Pistoresi Ambulance • Haney Chiropratic
Silva Ford • Valley Propane • Ranchos Café
The Ranchos Independent • Pizza Factory
Golden Valley Chamber • Juanita’s Taqueria
Ranchos Dental Care • Subway

for the 4th of July

25th Annual
Flatlanders Parade
Trophy Winners
Grand Marshal Trophy
Cub Scouts Pack 119
Band Trophy
Liberty High School
Childrens Groups
1. Cub Scouts Pack 119
2. Boy Scouts Troop 118
(Color Guard)
3. Boy Scouts Troop 118

at the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
& Friends of the Ranchos Library

FIREWORKS STAND

June 30 - July 4 - 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
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Classic Cars
1. Larry Castro
2. Sam Delk
3. Pt Cruiser Club

Next to the Ranchos Cafe in the Maywood Center
Come out and support your local Chamber and library!

www.The Ranchos.com

Float -- Business
1. Now & Again Thrift &
Gift
2. Traffic Depot
3. TIE -- Ranchos Café
Ranchos Dental Car
Float -- Other
1. Golden Valley Baptist
2. Rod Connor Trucking
3. Life Tree Church

Novelty
1. San Joaquin Gun
Slingers
2. Papa Merv’s Trainload
of Joy

Float -- Non Profit
1. Liberty High Cheer
2. Ranchos/Hills Seniors
3. SEMCU

Horse Single
1. Elenor Shinods on Lil
Bit

Single Child
1. Hayden Jackson -- Miss
California Princess

Horse Group
1. Gunslinger Floozies
2. Chowchilla Stampede

Single Adult
1. Frank Bigelow
2. 1944 Antique Tractor

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see
you at our next meeting, always the second Wednesday of the
month at 6:30 p.m. 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C. Call us at 645-4001.
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BoQ
B
n!
Seas

untrimmed

Tri-Tip

Seedless
Baby
Watermelon
Back Ribs

Seedless

Red
Grapes

$499 $379 $399 $199
per lb.

per lb.

each

per lb.

37405 Ave. 12 #401, Madera Ranchos • 645-1277 • Mon - Sun 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Mobile
Riding Lawnmower
Repair Service
visit us at mowersplus.us

be a bit careless with its resources.
The paperwork alone that is triplicated then triplicated again is the
leading cause for deforestation in
the western world. In my own department we have, on more than one
occasion, scheduled additional home
visits because we didn’t quite get
the paperwork right the first time.
But hey, it’s not like the patient pays
so that means it’s free, right? It’s
hard for some people to worry about
what the insurance company is
charged when our hard earned
money lines their pockets every
month. But, perhaps, if we first
eliminated the waste we could then
focus on getting the insurance rates
under control. Oh man, I sound like
my Dad.
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pregnancy tests prior to receiving
the birth control pill, despite the
fact that the pill would be helping
her menstrual cycle not preventing
pregnancy. Patients who are automatically given an array of STD
testing as part of an exam regardless
of them not being sexually active.
Patients not able to return medical
equipment after it is no longer
needed. Equipment that could be
easily cleaned and reused is left to
gather dust in a garage rather than
be put to good use and bring down
cost.
Wellness checks and testing to
figure out what is ailing a patient
aside, the medical field is known to

munity in any way we can.”
Todd and Juana oversee day-to-day
operations and Geri assists as a server.
Rivas and Duran have successfully
owned and operated The Ranchos Café
for the past three years and Rivas continues to run the day-to-day operations of
the Rancho’s Café.
Future plans for Juanita’s include
serving beer and wine and opening their
outside patio for dining which increases
their seating capacity from 45 to an additional 25 more.
Juanita’s Taqueria is located at 37275
Avenue 12 Suite D, next to Christi’s
Place. They are open from 11 a.m. to 9
p.m. Tuesday through Sunday and are
closed on Monday. If you would like information on party or catering needs, call
Todd or Juana at 660-5458.

Boneless Beef
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Rigo Rivas and Juana Duran and
good friends and business partners Geri
and Todd Larson are the proud owners of
the Madera Ranchos’ newest business:
Juanita’s Taqueria.
Juanita's specializes in authentic,
freshly made Mexican food with recipes
handed down for several generations
from Juana’s grandmother. They offer a
variety of entrees both for dine in and
take out. and they offer a unique Salsa
Bar with five different types of salsa to
suit a variety of tastes.
Juanita’s just celebrated their first
Cinco de Mayo with a banner day
where they sold over 200 tamales in
just a few hours. “Business has been
great,” said Todd Larson. “We’ve been
welcomed by the Ranchos community
and we are happy to support the com-
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Grandma’s Recipes at Juanita’s

You can do it yourself or have the Got broken screens? Madera Glass Glass for picture frames is a spepros at Madera Glass & Mirror & Mirror has the expertise to make cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
a broken one or complete a project.
take care of your window repairs. quick work of any screen repair.
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Madera Glass & Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980’s. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

Click on “Local News” at
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Have your next event at the Branch & Vine.

DUBLIN cont. from P. 2
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Enjoy our lawn area for Birthdays, BBQs,
Reunions, Weddings or whatever.
Call to rent your next party!

If you are interested in renting
the Branch & Vine barn for your next event,
call Justin at 559-577-9667 today for rates and details.
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CALL US!
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Got a holding tank to fill? What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want to waste your precious well water or pay PG&E to pump it?

Solutions for: Fibromyalgia • Degenerated Muscle
Carpal Tunnel • Tennis Elbow • Spinal Arthritis
Shoulder/Knee Joint Injuries • Sports Therapy
call
or
text

559-332-3313 • 36733 Ave.12

visit us online at ValleyHealthCenter.weebly.com

Say you saw it in

the Ranchos Independent

from the ground surface.
Water Measurements
When the Dublin Well was drilled in November of 2013 to 550 feet below ground, the
static water level was at 305.9 feet BGS
(below ground surface) according to the
Wood Rodgers Construction Summary Report, dated February 2014. After several pump
tests conducted in December 2013 at rates of
600, 800 and 1,500 gpm, Wood Rodgers determined that the pump should be placed at
420 feet BGS to achieve a pumping groundwater surface level of approximately 350 feet
BGS in the well. So it remains to be seen, after
the added year and a half of drought that has
ensued, what the current static water level is in
the well, let alone if Wood Rodgers’estimates
will hold. Nevertheless, the well’s 150 horsepower pump is scheduled to finish being set
sometime during the last week of May, according to Alqutami who also said PG&E is
on schedule to have the electrical connections
done by June 9 and Grizzly is on schedule to
have the facility up and running by June 15. In
the meantime, said White, his company is currently testing the already installed pipeline
down Dublin Drive with water from the
nearby fire hydrant that has been chlorinated,
in order to sanitize it. Grizzly will have to ensure that the works they have installed are
bacteria free, just as the county must ensure
the same for the Water System network before the two parts can be connected together,
Alqutami said.
Comparing Dublin
Asked to compare the size and complexity of the Dublin Well facility, White said he
only knew of one comparable site in
Riverdale where it had been necessary to drill
below the naturally occurring arsenic there to
1,800 feet BGS. He said that even with plans
to drill to that depth, it was anticipated that arsenic would still be encountered and a water
treatment component had also been expected
to be needed. However, when no arsenic was
detected upon completion and testing of the

Do you suffer from:
Headaches • Pain • Allergies • Seizures • Arthritis
Heartburn • Weight Issues • Sleep Problems • Stress
Depression • Asthma • Colds & Flu • Indegestion
Menstrual Issues • Acne • Eczema • Skin Disorders
And Much More ...

Then I can help you!
Certified Pure Therapeutic Grade Essential Oils
100% All Natural • No Fillers or Harmful Additives

call 645-4948 or 430-7131
Tina Shannon • Wellness Advocate
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www.mydoterra.com/tinashannon • damaw3@yahoo.com

well, the treatment plant was not completed.
Alqutami added that naturally occurring arsenic is found at varying depths in many regions and it can also vary in depth greatly
within a very short horizontal distance.
Arsenic Not a Factor
Arsenic was also a big concern for the
Dublin Well and critical measures were taken
to ensure it did not contaminate the groundwater that was tapped into in order to prevent
one of the very costly options of either abandoning the well and drilling another or maintaining a water treatment plant. Expenses
associated with a treatment plant include
using carbon filters and then disposing of
them as hazardous waste and also continuously monitoring the filter efficiency by manually taking samples before, during and after
treatment and having those samples analyzed
by a laboratory. To minimize the possibility
of any arsenic impact, three monitoring wells
were installed at various depths first to ensure
the well casing would not be “screened,” or
perforated to allow water entry in a soil lens
containing arsenic. Second, the well was
drilled in a two-stage process. Initially a 50foot, 48-inch diameter borehole was drilled.
Next, a steel casing was inserted. Following
that, a mixture of sand and cement was
pushed into the gap between the hole and the
casing under pressure using a “tremie” pipe
in order to create a sanitary seal. And finally,
a new 32-inch diameter borehole was drilled
from 50 to 550 feet. By this method the well
design by Wood Rodgers, which was installed
by Roadrunner Drilling & Pump Company,
also minimizes the possibility of contamination from the surface entering the well and the
area near the surface.
Controversies Remain
Despite having involving the latest science and technology, as well as planning for
the future, the Dublin Well and its facility
have been subject to a fair amount of controversy, much of which remains. First and foremost, at least in retrospect, it seems
unfathomable that the location for the well,
while ideal for the system, would be chosen
without regard to the surrounding private well
owners who will not be allowed to connect to
the system. This is because the well is located
outside the MD-10A assessment boundary
which borders property owners who have paid
several thousand dollars to be allowed to connect to the system. County officials, particularly former County Engineer Ken Vang and
former Supervisor Manuel Nevarez, have argued very publicly that owners of private wells
that are located outside the assessment boundary, like the Dublin Well, must organize themselves and pay for an election and vote for an
expanded assessment boundary so that they
can also be assessed and pay what would be a
significantly higher amount of the thousands

Please see DUBLIN on P. 17

Catch the Monarchs Before They Fly
By Patti Groh
It was a beautiful day for the Flatlanders
Day. Hope you all enjoyed it as much as I did. I
know our seniors in the golf carts had a lot of
fun. The Chamber of Commerce works hard to
plan and accomplish all the logistics for the parade. Thank you. We seniors are proud to have
been a part of it for 25 years.
Speaking of the Chamber, if you missed
the mixer at the Senior Center you missed some
good food. It is really nice to meet local business owners and members of the local Chamber.
By print time, the seniors will have taken
a trip to Home Grown Cellars to see the
Monarch butterflies. The butterfly sanctuary
closes in June, but it is still a good place to visit
with a Farm Country Store, picnic tables under
trees (which the Seniors are taking advantage
of), and kid’s play area. It’s located at Avenue
14 and Road 20 and the June hours are Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and Sundays from 1
to 3:30 p.m.The owners are retired teachers and
offer interesting information.
Now we’re in June and again have our
usual activities: Board meeting June 2 at 6:30
p.m., monthly sale June 6 from 8 a.m. to noon,

EDITORIAL cont. from P. 5
tics lie. I don’t care who you voted for or
who you support. This is flat-out wrong.
These people are running over the top of
us and not even pretending to care what
we have to say about any of it. Their arrogance is appalling, their condescension is
palpable. From the beginning I, along
with a whole lot of other people, have just
wanted to know one thing about their collective decisions: Why? Why did you
sever ties with Andy? Why should it take
the full 14 days to accept the Recall papers from the County? Why couldn’t an
election date be determined on that 14th
day? Why have a separate meeting to determine an election date and then guarantee it would have the least possible
amount of representation from the public?

general meeting June 8 at 6:30 p.m. and a planning meeting June 22 at 12:30 p.m. On June 20
the June birthdays will be celebrated at the Burrito King in Madera at 11:30 p.m. Afterward,
we will take a tour of the County Court House.
If you want to be part of it and/or car pool, please
sign up at the center.
The 21st of June is Father’s Day. Most of
we seniors’don’t have our fathers here anymore,
but it is certainly a good day for memories. Of
course, the fathers of our children and grandchildren will deserve some special attention.
I’ve heard one definition of a father as one
whose daughter marries a man who is vastly her
inferior, but then gives birth to unbelievably brilliant grandchildren. Yup.
The Treasure House is open, the Garden,
the Boutique and wonderful homemade baked
goods are available. Also, be aware that tasty
jams/jellies are always available to purchase at
the Center.
Again, some fun activities going on with
the seniors. Please come and join us.
For more information or if you have any
questions, please call (559) 645-4864.The center is located at 37330 Berkshire Drive in the
Madera Ranchos.
Why did you pick THAT date?
Their silence is deafening. Mix that
with their confused look as if to say, “We
don’t have to tell you anything,” and you
start to grasp the depth of this situation.
They don’t care, they’re not responsible
to anyone except themselves and that’s
just how it is.
Despicable.
One of the main purposes of a recall
election is to get unresponsive people
whose actions are harming the electorate
out before they do any more damage.
You can vote any way you like on this
issue but I’ve got to ask you: Don’t you
deserve better? At the very minimum,
don’t you deserve to be heard and listened to?
I know three people whose actions
prove they obviously don’t think so.

Ride for the Cure!
The Motorcycle Ministry of “One Nation Under God”

11th Annual
Children’ s Hospital Central California
Motorcycle Event

Enter to Ride!

SAT. JUNE 7 • 7:30 AM

5/15

Senior Report

All profits will be donated to Children’s Hospital for the purpose of any
activity ethat supports children with cancer or helps to find a cure.
for moarll
info c

RON or SUE SHAW

645-0199 or 232-3464
rgsfss@sbcglobal.net

Ride will begin at 1st Southern Baptist Church Madera at 711
Nebraska, Madera and will end at Children’s Hospital Central Valley.

WE’RE ON THE WEB!
Visit the Ranchos’ own Website WWW.TheRanchos.com
Get fully downloadable back issues of the Ranchos
Independent (beginning with April 2006). Learn how
you can add your Ranchos-area business to this site!

5/15
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Where can you get

PERSONAL TRAINING • MOBILITY CLASSES
“EAT RIGHT FOR YOUR BLOOD TYPE” PROGRAMS
SMALL GROUP TRAINING • BODY WEIGHT TRAINING

in the Ranchos?

Foster Parents Needed

LIC. #107206625

1945 N. Helm, Suite 101
Fresno, CA 93727

We are looking for nurturing and loving homes
for children placed in foster care. We provide
support, training and reimbursement to our
foster families. For more details, please contact
Michelle at (559) 222-5437.

559-416-8531

5/15

37167 Ave. 12 #4A • Madera Ranchos

www.transitionschildrensservices.org

5/15

(559) 222-5437

One Week FREE Membership
with this coupon or mention this ad • expires 6-30-2015

Click on “Local News” at
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DUBLIN cont. from P. 15
of dollars necessary to be allowed to connect
to the MD-10A Water System.
And while Vang may have achieved
agreement to add another well to the system,
although no meeting minutes were ever
recorded, from the informal Citizen Oversight
Committee with whom he and other County
staff met, members of the recently formalized
and then disbanded committee say they were
not privy to the well location decision-making process, let alone to choose a well location “upgradient,” or uphill, water-wise, and
outside the MD-10A assessment boundary.

5/15

ORGANIZED cont. from P. 12

36754 Ave. 12, Madera Ranchos • 559-660-5262

it? Maybe your mother’s 12 place settings of
china have been boxed in the garage for 15
years. Displaying one place setting where you
can see and enjoy it and then sharing the rest
through a donation gives it much more value.
Rather than storing a bag of rocks in the
garage, stuffing a quilt to the back of a closet
and storing an old dress in a trunk, I created a
shadowbox with three of the rocks my grandpa
tumbled, a small square my grandma pieced, a
snip of lace from her 50th Anniversary dress
and a pin with the grandchildren’s birthstones.
So much more valuable where we can see and
enjoy the memories these items represent.
Aclient who has collected many things over

The Dublin Well should be on-line
and operating very soon adding a muchneeded boost of water, pressure and reliability to the MD-10A Water System, but it
will be some time yet before its full effects
are felt.
Between issues of the Ranchos Independent and notices of community meetings, events and news are provided
automatically to those who “Like” the
Ranchos Independent Facebook site.
What’s more, choosing “Get Notifications”
under the “Liked” menu ensures these notices show up in your “Facebook feed.”
the years is moving across the country to be
closer to her children. Before we began the
process of downsizing, I took pictures of each
room where her treasures are displayed. She
won’t be able to move them all, but she will have
photos of how they were in the house she loved.
I encourage you to take a trip down memory lane. Let go of the boxes and baggage that
may bog you down. Be intentional about
keeping that which adds value to your life and
share what will add value to someone else.
Contact Organized by Choice (because
things don’t always fall into place) at P.O. Box
26152, Fresno, CA 93729, call 559-871-3314 or
email info@organizedbychoice.com. You can also
visit www.organizedbychoice.com online.

Say you saw it in
One coupon per person • Expires 6/30/15

One coupon per person • Expires 6/30/15

the Ranchos Independent
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www.The Ranchos.com

Look Good and Feel Great
Quick, Fast
Results
CALL NOW!

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included
• AM PM
Medications
• Diet Injection

LOSE WEIGHT
AND INCHES TOO

5/15

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds
WE KNOW LOW CARBS!
$
OFF

20

1st visit only

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP
“We Are Very
Affordable”

224-6744

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana
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Classified - call 645-0634
Alteration Services
Madlin's Alterations - 45 years experience - Tailoring, repairs and
leathers. Fast service. NEW ADDRESS & PHONE NUMBER:
36027 Ruth Ave. Call 559-6454583.

Auto Detailing
Mirror Image Mobile Auto Detailin g - Full Service Auto detailing,
also
RV's,
Boats
and
Motorcycles.
We use our own
water. Headlight restoration. Wax,
polish, cut and shampoo. Call 559676-2877.

Child Care
Child Care - Susan Ryan Day Care.
Newborn to 5 years old. Licensed. Call
661-4725 or 706-0424.

Construction
New construction, remodels, room additions, barns and patios. Call 559-970-4476.

Floor/Upholstery Care
Pinnacle Carpet Care and
Upholstery - "Dries in minutes, not hours."Carpet, uph o l s t e r y, t i l e / g r o u t c l e a n i n g
and sealing, aggregate, stone,
a u t o , b o a t a n d R . V. i n t e r i o r s .

BBB
and
Golden
Va l l e y
C h a m b e r m e m b e r. C a l l B r u c e
today for a free estimate.
559-676-0760.

For Sale
For Sale - 1981 Nissan
280ZX.
Project
c a r.
95%
there. New suspension kit included. $500 FIRM. Call 9058 3 11 .

Recyclables Pick Up
FREE RECYCLABLES PICKUP KIDS 4 RECYCLING offers pickup
of all recyclable materials, including
paper, plastics, glass, aluminum and
cardboard. If you have any questions
be sure to call Dianna at 999-6832
or 645-1048. Funds support Ranchos’ Seniors, library, schools and
4H.

Housecleaning

Tractor/Trenching Services

Housecleaning - Get ready for
spring cleaning. Call Linda or Staci
at 559-458-3248.

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Rototilling - Mowing - Scraping - Stump Grinding - Roll-off Bins. Call John at
908-1066.

Housecleaning - We clean houses offices - rental houses, windows,
including hard water stains and
shower doors. 10 years experience.
Many Ranchos references. Call
559-514-9816.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot leveling,
driveways, trenching, concrete work and underground utilities installed. Call 559-9704476.

Lien Sale

The Ranchos
Independent
classiﬁed rates
are crazy cheap.

CALL 645-0634

TO ADVERTISE
in the Ranchos Independent
CALL 645-0634

Window Cleaning Services
Boat and trailer lien sale. 1978 Witchcraft
with 40 HP Merc. 1960 Little trailer. June
5, 2015 at 1 p.m. 40101 Ave. 10, Madera.

Painting Services
Painting Services - 40 years of
experience.
Licensed.
Frank
Kramer Exteriors. Lic. #273099.
Call 645-4113.

Most windows $5 inside/out Screen, track and sills included. Remove hard water stain on home windows,
shower doors and car windows. Cobweb
removal available. Fully insured. Call
Nick at 285-1723. Free estimates.
Ask about our SENIOR DISCOUNT!

SUDOKU

©2015 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

©2015 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Click on “Local News” at
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Real Estate
5/15

Nancy Watson
The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

645-5000
www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs.
5/15

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®
Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:

www.davidparker.info
Property Management we can rent your home:

Jerry Eddings, Realtors

Want to Buy
or Sell a Home?
Ask about our

FREE
home
warranty
program.

We Have
PreApproved
Buyers!

Madera: 559-645-1890
FAX:
559-645-5417

DRE #00329063

5/15

A Ranchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top
5/15
dollar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109

Direct Line: 559-435-3366
Fresno:
559-435-1890

LIZ KUCHINSKI, CDPE, CRS, GRI, SFR
Realtor, Century 21 C. Watson • DRE Lic. #01263332

“A Ranchos resident since 1985.”
The Ranchos is a great place to call
home ~ call, text or email me for any
questions you may have regarding your
home or property values.

5/15

www.parker-properties.info

Century 21 C.Watson
7520 North Palm • Fresno

Direct: (559) 364-1000 • Fax: (559) 440-7608
liz@LizKuchinski.com • www.LizSellingHomes.com

Call Today!
Your neighbor in
the Ranchos since 1987
Your friend in
Real Estate since 2003
5/15

BRE# 01397023

maria@ossrealtor.com
Ranchos resident for over 30 years!

DRE Lic. #01454566

www.The Ranchos.com

5/15
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Maria
Fotopoulos - Cercone
Office • 559-645-1212
Cell • 559-250-6740
Say you saw it in

the Ranchos Independent
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Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory
PAINTING CONTRACTOR
TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS
ROOFING

General & Custom
Auto Service
& Repairs

Lic. #899496
• DRILLING • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK •
• efficient • reliable • cost-effective call Beau

559-301-1613

sin
1970ce

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS
All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders
Sales & Leasing

822-4500

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113
TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

Notary in the HIGH QUALITY
GATE SYSTEMS
Ranchos!
FRANK KRAMER

Jo-De DRILLING

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

LIC. #273099

HWY 41 just North
of Avenue 12
www.jhsanders.com

Mobile Notary and
Loan Document Signing

Diana J. Tucker
Daytime • Evening • Weekends

& TRACTOR SERVICE
Call Gina
Covering
at 559-289-3401
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley
email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

HARDPAN DRILLING

674-7770
Marion Pool
Service & Repair
• Weekly Service
• Equipment
• Supplies
• Residential
• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial
• Locally Owned
251-2514 351-1605 645-4799
cell after 5 p.m.
office

381-5879 559-454-8060

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties

JEAN BRINER
Today!
for MORE sales tomorrow, call

call for
FREE ESTIMATE!

• Clean Up
• Monthly Service

Tree pruning, shaping & trimming
Tree Cabling • Tree removal

559-347-8408 • www.cvhtc.com
Fully Insured • 8+ Years Experience • Trained Arborist

Brannon’s
A/C & Heating

• Preseason Service
• Emergency Repair
• New Installations
• Water Heaters
• Senior Discounts

559-706-1368

The Ranchos Independent
(559) 645-0634

Lic. #961690

CRONIN MARINE
LIC. #837274

E
SINC80
19

Interior & Exterior
Specializing in
Repaints

559-662-0336
559-438-8260
Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification
Locally owned
and operated!

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Accoustical Removal
Color Matching

repair

ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR
INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

Mitchell L. Vick

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Lic. #563698

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance
Weekly & monthly service

• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •

559-970-4635

mlvconst@gmail.com

Ranchos
Auto Repair
& Chuck’s Transmission

645-1977 645-4475
Since
1964

WHAT CAN YOU GET FOR $25?
s
Rancheont
Resid

+ A/C SERVICE

How about 10,000
Ranchos residents each month who
look at Business Directory ads?

The Ranchos Independent
(559) 645-0634

B&M

Auto & Truck Parts
Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

559-363-1851

we also have P.O. BOXES available
ranchosbarbershop@yahoo.com

• Wedding Dresses
• Prom Dresses
• Sweet 16
• Quinceañera
• Vestidos De Novia

Alterations
& Much
More!

477-8371
14794 N. Hwy. 41 #8
Madera
between
Avenue 14 1/2
and Avenue 15
9 a.m. to
5:30 p.m.

Click on “Local News” at
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Business Directory
LOCALLY

Service • Supplies • Repair

FREE ONLINE DELIVERY

WWW.WIGHTWATERPOOLS.COM

MON-FRI: 9AM-6PM SAT: 10AM-3PM SUN: CLOSE

37167 AVE. 12 #5D (559) 645-1969

OWNED!

we are a full-service handyman, maintenance and remodeling company

we REPAIR, REPLACE and
INSTALL anything around
your home or business

559-907-2501
ADS

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Your Aries self-esteem level is high, as is your impatience to see more
action come your way in the workplace. Good news, Lamb: It could start to happen sooner than you think.
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Changing things now could upset a lot of people. But if you feel
you're acting because you believe it's the right thing to do, others will understand and even come to
support you.

LOGOS

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) A change of mind might not necessarily be a change of heart. You still
want to go ahead with your plans, but you might see a better way to make them happen. So go for it.

MARKETING

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) An old business dispute could re-emerge and possibly affect
upcoming negotiations. Consider opening up the situation to include suggestions from others on
both sides of the issue.

PR

645-0634

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Some Leos and Leonas might find it somewhat difficult to get their ideas
accepted or even considered. But that's only for a while. Things will soon return to the way you like them.
V I R G O ( A u g u s t 2 3 t o S e p t e m b e r 2 2 ) The pace seems to be slowing down from the
hectic on-the-job run you recently enjoyed. But be assured that you're still in the race to pick up new
workplace-related goodies.
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Seasonal changes create opportunities for busy Librans.
However, be sure to balance your workload with your personal life so that you don't overdo it on one
end or the other.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) A former critic could make a surprise turnaround and become
a supporter. But if your Scorpion sense suspects a questionable motive, who are the rest of us to doubt it?

5/15

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Data on a new project seems less than
dependable. But it might turn out to be just the opposite. Consult with someone who knows how
you might best be able to check it out.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Capricorneans face many decisions this week,
with the Sea Goat's kids rating high on the consideration scale, especially regarding vacations and
upcoming school matters.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Showing that you care is what Aquarians do so well.
It's your very special skill. And this week, you'll have several chances to show off that gift for a very
special person. Good luck.
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) That streak of Piscean wariness should serve you well this week
should you be among those who come up against a slippery character offering a fishy deal with
nothing to back it up.

Born this Week

You have an artist's sense of how to help others see,
as you do, the beautiful things about the world.
(c) 2015 King Features Synd., Inc.

www.The Ranchos.com
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TRIVIA TEST

By Fifi Rodriguez

Answers
1. Sodor
2. South Dakota
3. Boxing
4. 1951
5. 1967
6. Typhon
7. Cannibalism
8. Powhatan
9. Poland
10. 42

(c) 2015 King Features Synd., Inc.

1. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What is the
name of the island where Thomas the Tank
Engine (of children's books and film) and
his friends live?
2. GEOGRAPHY: In what U.S. state is
Mount Rushmore located?
3. SPORTS FIGURES: What sport made
Jack Dempsey famous?
4. LITERATURE: In what year did J.D.
Salinger publish the novel "The Catcher in
the Rye"?
5. MOVIES: In what year was the film
"The Dirty Dozen" released?
6. MYTHOLOGY: According to Greek
myth, what was the name of the monster
with 100 dragon heads?
7. LANGUAGE: What is the practice of
anthropophagy more commonly known as?
8. HISTORY: What Native American tribe
did Pocahantas belong to?
9. MUSIC: In what country was composer
Frederic Chopin born?
10. U.S. PRESIDENTS: How old was
Theodore Roosevelt when he was sworn
into office?

(c) 2015 King Features Synd., Inc.

Click on “Local News” at

Super Crossword
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