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Voters Denied Opportunity 

to Vote on Taxpayer  
Protection Act 

 
 
On Thursday, June 20, the majority 

Democrat-appointed judges on the Cali-
fornia Supreme Court silenced the 1.43 
million Californians who signed and 
placed the Taxpayer Protection Act on the 
November ballot. The Taxpayer Protec-

tion and Government Accountability Act 
(TPA) is an initiative aimed at making it 
more challenging to raise taxes in Califor-
nia, by requiring the legislature to seek ap-
proval from the voters for any new or 
higher state tax. 

The TPA campaign issued the fol-
lowing statement from Rob Lapsley, pres-
ident of the California Business 
Roundtable, Jon Coupal, president of the 
Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association and 
Matthew Hargrove, president and CEO of 
the California Business Properties Associ-
ation: 

“Today’s ruling is the greatest threat 
to democracy California has faced in re-
cent memory. Governor Newsom has ef-
fectively erased the voice of 1.43 million 
voters who signed the petition to qualify 
the Taxpayer Protection Act for the No-
vember ballot. Most importantly, the gov-
ernor has cynically terminated 
Californians’ rights to engage in direct 
democracy despite his many claims that he 

is a defender of individual rights and 
democracy. Evidently, the governor wants 
to protect democracy and individual rights 
in other states, but not for all Californians. 

“We are disappointed that the Cali-
fornia Supreme Court has put politics 
ahead of the Constitution, disregarding 
long-standing precedent that they should 
not intervene in an election before voters 
decide qualified initiatives. 

“Direct democracy and our initiative 
process are now at risk with this decision, 
showing California is firmly a one-party 
state where the governor and Legislature 
can politically influence courts to block 
ballot measures that threaten their ability 
to increase spending and raise taxes. Using 
the courts to block voters’ voices is the lat-
est effort from the Democrats’ superma-
jority to remove any accountability 
measures that interfere with their agenda 
– a failed agenda that continues to drive up 

Please see COURT on P. 3

On Monday, May 13, the Ranchos 
Middle School Mustang Baseball Team 
clenched their second consecutive West 
Side Athletic League Crown by defeating 
the Wilson Middle School Spartans Base-
ball Team, 8-4. 

The Spartans took an early 2-0 lead in 
the first inning, but in the third inning the 
Mustangs roared back with eight runs and 
never looked back. Clutch hitting by the 
veteran shortstop Henry Bilskey, doubled 
with the bases loaded to start the third in-
ning blitz. First year pitcher, Damian San-
date, had a stellar pitching performance 
along with the veteran closer, pitcher Jake 
Guerra. 

The Mustangs had to play a Semi 

Round with the Creekside Junior High 
School Cougars baseball team on Thursday, 
May 9 at Liberty High School. The Mus-
tangs won 3-0 with another stellar pitching 
performance by the veteran left-hander, 
Mario Navarro. He pitched a 68-pitch, two-
hit shutout to lead the Mustangs to victory. 
Offense was led by Navarro, Jake Guerra, 
Damian Sandate and Jeremiah Moreno. 

The Ranchos Middle School Mustangs 
were led by Head Coach Rick Hernandez 
and his coaching staff: Matt Hernandez, 
Ron Chappa and Jeremy Norris. The Ran-
chos Middle School Mustangs would like 
to thank all the family, friends and commu-
nity business sponsors for their support on 
a successful season. 

Mustangs Baseball Champs ... Again!

Supreme Court’s 
Vote Reasoning

By Alexi Koseff 
 
The California Supreme Court sided 

with Gov. Gavin Newsom and Demo-
cratic leaders in the Legislature on the 
constitutionality of a sweeping anti-tax 
measure, ruling today that it cannot go 
before voters in November. 

The, known as the Taxpayer Protec-
tion and Government Accountability Act, 
broadly aimed to make it more challeng-
ing to raise taxes in California, including 
by requiring the Legislature to seek ap-
proval from the voters for any new or 
higher state tax. 

Newsom and 
legislative 

l e a d ers 
s u e d  
l a s t  
fall to 
s t o p  
t h e  

meas-
ure, ar-

guing that it 
amounted to an 

illegal attempt to revise the California 
Constitution and would impair essential 
government functions.  

In a unanimous decision, the 
Supreme Court agreed, ordering Secre-
tary of State Shirley Weber to refrain 
from taking any steps to place the initia-
tive on the Nov. 5 ballot. 

The proposed changes “are within 
the electorate’s prerogative to enact,” 
Justice Goodwin Liu wrote, “but be-
cause those changes would substantially 
alter our basic plan of government, the 
proposal cannot be enacted by initiative. 
It is instead governed by the procedures 
for revising our Constitution” — 
whereby proposed revisions must be 
submitted to voters by a supermajority 
of the Legislature or a constitutional 
convention. 

The decision marks the first time in 
more than two decades that the court has 
struck an initiative from the ballot. In 
1999 it struck a measure that sought to 
restrict state officers’ pay and transfer 
redistricting power out of the Legisla-
ture. 

 
Alexi Koseff is a journalist for Cal-

Matters. This portion of this article 
originally appeared at www.calmat-
ters.org. 

 

By Randy Bailey 
 
Since California is mandating that 

all new cars be electric by 2035, one of 
the primary sources of money for the on-
going repair of public roads is being 
greatly curtailed – the gas tax. 

The gas tax was incorporated in-
stead of making California’s roads all toll 
roads. Covering the cost of road repairs 
by the people using the roads just made 
good sense, but with the advent of elec-
tric cars, gas tax money will disappear. 
California has addressed this to a small 
degree by building toll roads throughout 
the state, but the reality is that California 
has already begun to lose millions in gas 
tax revenue and needs to make up for it. 

The plan that the state is going for-
ward with involves tracking drivers with 
GPS monitors installed in their cars. Ac-
cording to Caltrans, under the new plan 
mileage will be tracked by plugging an 
electronic device into a vehicle or using 
the vehicle’s tracking system. Initially, 
the state is looking at a tax of 3 cents per 
mile, but there is no upper limit at this 
time. 

In addition to placing another tax on 
Californians, civil libertarians are also 
concerned with the powers such a move 
could give the government, including po-
tentially limiting driving in the future. 

Drivers Get Ready: 
Mileage Tax is Here
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the cost of living with little accountability 
and few results. 

“This ruling sends a damning mes-
sage to businesses in California and 
across the country that it is politically per-
ilous to invest and grow jobs for the fu-
ture. 

“In light of this ruling and the state’s 
large budget deficit, a huge amount of tax 
increases are on the way that are sure to 
make California’s cost of living even 
higher. 

“We will continue to explore our 
legal options and fight for the people’s 
right to hold their government account-
able through direct democracy.” 

Also weighing in on the California 
Supreme Court decision to remove the 
Taxpayer Protection Act from this No-
vember’s ballot is Assembly Republican 
Leader James Gallagher (Yuba City), who 
said: 

“This decision is an outrageous abuse 
of power by seven Justices who think they 
know better than the 40 million people of 
California. The Court is supposed to look 
out for the people, not rubber stamp the 
anti-democratic schemes of politicians 
hell-bent on protecting their power. 
Today, the Court silenced the voices of 
Californians and shredded its credibility 
in the process.” 

Also commenting was Assemblyman 
Bill Essayli (R-Riverside): 

“California is a fallen republic. When 
the California Supreme Court can block 
the people from voting on a ballot initia-
tive, we have devolved from a constitu-
tional to a banana republic. This decision 
is outrageous, and I hope voters will make 
their voices heard in November by voting 
out every incumbent democrat who sup-
ported this attack on our democracy.” 

And Assemblyman Tom Lackey (R-
Palmdale): 

“Californians have been denied their 
fundamental right. Residents now cannot 
protect themselves against a growing gov-
ernment that wants more of their precious 
dollars. 

“It is outrageous that the California 
Supreme Court is silencing the voice of 
1.43 million Californians. 

“The California Supreme Court’s role 
is to ‘maintain uniformity in the law,’ yet 
today, they chose partisan interests and a 
bloated government over everyday Cali-
fornians.” 

Fox News personality Steve Hilton, 
star of The Next Revolution with Steve 
Hilton, also weighed in: 

“Today we saw the beginning of the 
end of Democrat rule in California. The 

removal of the Taxpayer Protection and 
Government Accountability Act from the 
ballot, along with Sacramento Democrats’ 
attempts to kill the citizens’ initiative to 
reform Proposition 47, will be a turning 
point in California's politics. We now see 
clearly that an arrogant, morally bankrupt 
ruling elite in Sacramento, drunk on their 
own power, cannot stand the slightest 
challenge to their extreme ideology, a far-
left experiment that has led to failure on 
every front. 

“When citizens rise up to demand 
common sense, reasonable reform, they 
are thwarted with cynical schemes de-
signed to perpetuate Democrat political 
monopoly by undermining democracy. 
First on crime, now on taxes; how dare 
these out of touch, utterly corrupted politi-
cians treat Californians with such con-
temp. It is time to fight back and I look 
forward to leading the charge.” 

The Los Angeles County Taxpayers 
Association Chairman Aidan Chaospoke 
out on behalf of its Board following 
Thursday’s Supreme Court Ruling: 

“Today, California’s Supreme Court 
has ruled in favor of a grave assault on 
voters by Governor Newsom, organized 
labor, special interest groups and the state 
legislature. By removing the Taxpayer 
Protection and Government Accountabil-
ity Act from November’s ballot, the Gov-
ernor has stripped the ability of California 
residents’ sacred direct democratic 
process. Furthermore, he denied over 
527,000 Angelenos their say in direct 
democracy he claims he defends by inval-
idating their signatures to qualify this ini-
tiative. 

“While the Los Angeles County Tax-
payers Association is incredibly disap-
pointed in the activist Court and the 
politicization of Californians’ quality of 
life, we will never stop advocating for the 
rights of taxpayers and holding our law-
makers accountable for their tax-and-
spend agendas. 

“The Taxpayer Protection Act was 
California’s most significant opportunity 
to protect Proposition 13 and strengthen 
voters’ and businesses’ stakes in the fu-
ture of our state. This ruling sends a mes-
sage that California is no longer welcome 
to businesses or those who desire a sus-
tainable, affordable life. 

“Following today’s unfortunate rul-
ing, we will decide in short time our sub-
sequent actions as coalition partners and 
continue defending Angelenos from gov-
ernment overreach and over-taxation.” 

 
Katy Grimes is the Editor in Chief of 

the California Globe. This article originally 
appeared at www.calmatters.org.

COURT cont. from P. 2
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By Betty Van Valkenburg 
 

 Staring At a Blank Screen 
And It’s Staring Back! 

 
 
Why in the world would this old grandma 

agree some time ago to write a monthly column? 
She was and is an amateur writer and is, as 
stated, old. But her passion for limited govern-
ment, individual liberty and adherence to the 
United States Constitution – which she per-
ceived to be in great 
peril — led her to work 
with the conservative 
Tea Party years ago, to 
preparing Tea Party 
publications and to say-
ing “yes” to writing for 
this newspaper. 

Right now, she’s 
asking herself “Why 
did you ever say yes, 
you dummy?” – with 
an accompanying slap 
to the forehead – and 
after staring at a blank 
screen for an eternity, 
wrestling with a long list of possible topics, and 
wondering which is the most important.  

Perhaps examining the approaching presi-
dential election is of greatest importance, since 
its outcome will decide national policy for four 
years and the state of the union for perhaps eons 
to come. But there isn’t enough column space to 
highlight the differences between the diametri-
cally opposite candidates. One is a former presi-
dent who, although flamboyant and sometimes 
ostentatious, governed successfully and left the 
nation in better condition economically and safer 
internationally than he found it. The other candi-
date “doesn’t know his rump from a hole in the 
ground” (thank you, Dad, RIP, for that indelicate 
but fitting expression) and is leading our nation 
down the proverbial rat hole — while he, ironi-
cally, depends on others to lead him on and off 
the stage. And probably to change his Depends.  

A good question that needs a good answer 
is: Who is making decisions for this president in 
name only? Inquiring minds want to know. 
American citizens have a right to know.  

Another important subject to cover might 

be the devastating inflation caused by the cur-
rent president-in-name-only. But all that needs to 
be written about the horrible price increases is 
already being written – on the price tags of meat, 
gas, fast food, cars, baby formula, mortgages and 
just about everything else. 

Another topic worth discussing is the na-
tional debt that will cost us, and those to come, 
as far as the eye can see. The website usdebt-
clock.org shows the constant running — or rac-
ing — increases in the national debt totals and its 
components. The spinning dials and the dire fi-
nancial picture they represent could make one 
dizzy, literally. At the beginning of this article’s 
writing, measured in minutes, the website 
showed a total national debt of 
$34,832,563,198,070 or so. The clock spins so 
fast that it’s difficult to catch the last few of 14 
digits. But let’s just say that it’s a bazillion dol-

lars, give or take! You 
are invited to check out 
the website and view 
the dials going round 
and round. But please 
sit down first. 

And then there is 
the age-old subject of 
taxes. Newsmax maga-
zine shows that Califor-
nia’s state taxes are 
$7,195 per person, sec-
ond only to that of 
Washington, D.C., at 
$15,196. The common 
denominator, of course, 

is that both are governed by liberal Democrats – 
as is the out-of-control federal government, ruled 
by whomever might be pulling Bumbling 
Biden’s strings. 

And then there’s the invasion at our south-
ern border, one of the most devastating problems 
currently facing our beleaguered nation. It adds 
to the debt total and may change the nature of 
our country forever, if it hasn’t already. But that 
will have to be a subject for another time. This 
grandma’s head is spinning, along with the na-
tional debt figures. 

Back to the national debt clock: It’s ever-
spinning display now shows the astronomical 
figure of $34,832,690,506 – up almost half a 
million in a matter of minutes. You are urged to 
visit the referenced website for up-to-the-minute 
figures. How far will the destructive debt total 
climb in our children’s and grandchildren’s life-
times, and how will they survive financially? 
And more importantly, will they live as free cit-
izens of this once greatest country in the world?  

Oops. Grandma went on a rant, but at least 
a blank screen isn’t staring back at her anymore.  

 
Another important subject to cover 

might be the devastating inflation 
caused by the current president-in-
name-only. But all that needs to be 
written about the horrible price in-
creases is already being written – on 
the price tags of meat, gas, fast food, 
cars, baby formula, mortgages and just 
about everything else. 

 

Say you saw it in the Independent 



www.The Ranchos.com

The Independent is published by Five and Two Publishing. 
All contents of this publication are copyright 2024, all rights reserved. Reprinting without the permission of the 

copyright holder is forbidden by law. 
All articles are submitted as the opinion of the author, who remains solely responsible for the content. The in-

formation gathered for this publication is from sources that are considered to be reliable, but are not guaranteed. 
Opinions expressed in advertisements or articles remain the opinion of the writer.

Randy Bailey............Publisher/Editor 
Jean Briner -- Columnist, Advertising Sales Emeritus

Independent
The

559-645-0634

Page 5

37167 Ave. 12, Suite 5C • Madera, CA 93636
ranchosnews@yahoo.com

“... we cut your tax 
rates anyway by 

nearly 25 percent. 
And what that 

helped 
 trigger was 

falling 
inflation,  

falling interest 
rates, and the 

strongest  
economic 

expansion in 30 
years.”

Guest Editorial

By Rich Lowry 
 
The progressive journalist Thomas 

Frank wrote a much-discussed book in 
2004 titled What's the Matter with 
Kansas? Right now, some other like-
minded journalist might be thinking of 
writing a book called What's the Mat-
ter with People of Color?  

For Democrats, the presidential 
polling among Latinos and African 
Americans ranges from concerning to 
extremely disturbing, as President Joe 
Biden sheds support to Donald Trump. 
The Republican 
was so bold as to 
hold a campaign 
rally that drew 
thousands in the 
South Bronx, a 
heavily Hispanic 
and Black area 
where Republi-
cans may be ru-
mored to exist but 
are rarely actually 
seen. 

A New York Times poll in March 
had Trump beating Biden among His-
panic voters 46-40, while a Wall Street 
Journal poll last month found that 30% 
of African-American males say they 
are definitely or probably going to vote 
for Trump. Other surveys show less 
stark results, but something is going 
on, especially with Hispanic voters.  

If nothing else, we are seeing the 

foolhardiness of Democrats believing 
that all minorities -- with a dizzying 
array of national backgrounds and so-
cioeconomic and demographic charac-
teristics -- could be lumped together as 
"people of color" and corralled into the 
Democratic coalition with woke polit-
ical appeals. That might work on col-
lege campuses; it doesn't work in the 
rest of the country.  

The problem for Biden is that His-
panics are too much like the rest of 
America. In Cygnal polling, 69% of 
Americans say the country is on the 

wrong track, and 
72% of Hispanics 
think the same. 
Hispanics care 
about the econ-
omy as much as -- 
in fact, more than 
-- anyone else. 
Whereas 30% of 
the country says 
inflation and the 
economy is the 
top issue, 42% of 

Hispanics say it is.  
All of this means that only 37% of 

Hispanics view Biden favorably, es-
sentially the same percentage as 
among whites.  

Changing Hispanic attitudes to-
ward immigration is a big part of the 
picture. A CBS poll in Arizona found 
that 52% of all voters think recent im-
migrants have made life worse. What 
outrageous xenophobia, you say? Well, 
40% of Hispanic voters think they've 
made life worse, too (a slim plurality, 
42%, say they've made it better). 

While the Left thought that His-
panics would enjoy getting called 
"Latinx" and seamlessly fit into its vic-
tim-industrial-complex, Trump "the 
blue-collar billionaire" probably has 
more in common with the average 
Latino working-class male than any 
member of the (exclusively Demo-
cratic) Congressional Hispanic Cau-
cus.  

The division of the electorate 
among class lines, long evident among 
whites, now appears to be showing up 
among Hispanics. Ruy Teixeira of the 
American Enterprise Institute cites a 
YouGov poll that found Biden leading 
by 1 point among working-class His-
panics and 39 points among college-

What's Wrong With People of Color? 

 
Trump "the blue-collar bil-

lionaire" probably has more in 
common with the average 
Latino working-class male than 
any member of the (exclusively 
Democratic) Congressional 
Hispanic Caucus.  
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Since I just wrote a piece about 

my Mom for the last  edit ion,  I  
thought it would only be fair to use 
the next several hundred words to 
share a few of my favorite stories 
about my Dad. It was just Father’s 
Day, after all.   

My Dad is many things. He has 
always been a provider,  a story-
teller and an idea man. He would 
be disappointed in me if  I  didn’t  
throw that in there. He had a talent 
for walking the line between being 
a serious,  str ict ,  hands-on father 
and making sure my childhood felt 
truly enchanted. He was my own 
personal Santa Claus. No … really. 
He played Santa Claus for the city 
we lived in when I was a child and 
on multiple occasions he would 
take the suit home so I could get a 
personal visi t  from the big man 
himself.  Mom 
would wake me 
up and we 
would sneak a 
peek at  Santa 
fi l l ing my 
stocking. Once 
he even knocked 
on the front 
door just  to 
check in on his 
favorite l i t t le 
gal. It was like a fairytale. 

One of  my ear l ies t  b i r thday 
par t ies  tha t  I  remember  was  my 
fifth birthday. Some of the details 
are  a  l i t t le  fuzzy,  for  example  I  
th ink I  remember  i t  taking place  
a t  a  local  park ,  but  i t  cer ta in ly  
could have been a backyard. What 
I  do remember with perfect  accu-
racy is  the  fac t  tha t  my fa ther  
donned a  b lack garbage bag,  a  
shower cap and goggles  and pro-
ceeded to let  a  t roop of  f ive-year-
olds  throw pies  a t  h is  face .  We 
were  a  bunch of  uncoordinated 
youngsters  and the  p ies  were  
nothing more than whipped cream 
sprayed onto paper plates,  but  he 
made sure we got  close enough to 
make one heck of  a  mess.  He was 
always a hands-on Dad,  even if  i t  
meant  par t ic ipat ing in  a  r id icu-
lous game that  lef t  his  hair  dr ip-
ping with whipped cream. 

When I was 12, I  decided I  
wanted to have a spooky-themed, 
Halloween slumber party. My par-
ents would have been pretty amaz-

Thanks for Everything Dad

ing just letting me have a bunch of 
my pre-teen friends invade the liv-
ing room, but they decided to go 
above and beyond. They planned 
several  intricate activit ies l ike a 
pumpkin chucking activity that in-
volved throwing miniature pump-
kins onto a pitchfork.  Then there 
was a detailed and thorough scav-
enger hunt that  had us break off 
into teams and took us all  over,  

both inside and 
outside.  Then 
there was the 
ghost story. Dad 
used his consid-
erable story-
t e l l i n g  
capabili t ies to 
spin a tale that  
had a house full 
of girls  ab-
solutely terri-

fied while at the same time he had 
used his engineering skil ls  to rig 
the entire l iving room to appear 
haunted. That was a night I  will  
never forget and that I  will  look 
back on fondly for the rest  of my 
life.  

Speaking of Halloween, a year 
or two after that  now infamous 
party,  Dad was tapped to partici-
pate in the planning and execution 
of a Halloween extravaganza for 
the entire tiny town we lived in. It 
was held at  an old building that 
was either the old high school or 
the old middle school before they 
built  the new one. There were 
rooms for various games and activ-
it ies,  tr ick or treating and two 
haunted houses.  One geared for a 
younger, or as my Dad would call 
i t ,  a “softer” crowd. Then there 
was the version that he designed 
and set up personally. There were 
disembodied hands coming out of 
walls to grab you, crazy scientists 
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I also remember my friends 

coming out terrif ied and 
telling me how lucky I was to 
have such a creative father. I 
didn’t appreciate that as much 
then as I do now. 
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“ A r e  y o u  r e a d y  t o  b u y  

i t ? ”  T h i s  s e e m e d  l i k e  a n  o d d  
r e s p o n s e  t o  m y  d a u g h t e r ’ s  
q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  c o s t .  
A f t e r  s a v i n g  f o r  q u i t e  s o m e  
t i m e ,  s h e  w a s  s h o p p i n g  f o r  a  
n e w  c a r .  I  a c c o m p a n i e d  h e r  
t o  a  d e a l e r s h i p .  A f t e r  d o i n g  
a  t e s t  d r i v e ,  w e  w e n t  i n s i d e  
t o  t a l k  d e t a i l s .  K n o w i n g  t h e  
M S R P  i s  j u s t  
a  s t a r t i n g  
p o i n t ,  s h e  
a s k e d  a b o u t  
d e a l s  o r  d i s -
c o u n t s  t h e y  
m i g h t  o f f e r .  
T h a t ’ s  w h e n  
t h e  “ A r e  y o u  
r e a d y  t o  b u y  
i t ? ”  m a n t r a  
b e g a n .  H e  
w a s  n o t  g o i n g  t o  g i v e  h e r  a  
p r i c e  u n t i l  s h e  s a i d  s h e  w a s  
r e a d y  t o  b u y .  

R e a l l y ?  
W h a t  h a p p e n e d  t o  m a k i n g  

a n  i n f o r m e d  d e c i s i o n ?   
W h e n  w e ’ r e  s p e n d i n g  

t e n s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  d o l l a r s  
i t  b e h o o v e s  u s  t o  b e  c a u -
t i o u s  a n d  w i s e .  E v e n  w h e n  
s h o p p i n g  a t  t h e  D o l l a r  
S t o r e ,  w h e r e  w e  k n o w  t h e  
p r i c e  o f  e v e r y t h i n g ,  w e  c a n  
b e  c a u g h t  o f f  g u a r d  a t  t h e  
r e g i s t e r ,  i f  n o t  w a t c h i n g  
h o w  m u c h  w e ’ r e  p u t t i n g  i n  
t h e  b a s k e t .   

T h i s  i s  a l s o  t r u e  o f  c l u t -
t e r .  W h e n  w e ’ r e  n o t  p a y i n g  
a t t e n t i o n ,  c l u t t e r  g e t s  
c o s t l y .  H e r e  a r e  f i v e  w a y s  
t h a t  c l u t t e r  m a k e s  u s  p a y .   

F i n a n c i a l  —  T h e  m o s t  
o b v i o u s  i s  p a y i n g  t o  s t o r e  
s t u f f  w e  c a n ’ t  f i t  i n  o u r  
h o m e s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
A p r i l  2 0 2 4  r e p o r t  i n  S p a r e -

W h a t ’s  t h e  C o s t ?

F o o t  S t o r a g e  B e a t  ( S p a r e -
F o o t . c o m ) ,  s e l f - s t o r a g e  i s  a  
$ 4 4  b i l l i o n  i n d u s t r y .  M o s t  
t h i n g s  d e v a l u e  o n c e  p u t  i n t o  
s t o r a g e .  F u r n i t u r e  g e t s  r u -
i n e d ,  p h o t o s  d e c a y ,  p e s t s  i n -
f i l t r a t e .  W e  t h i n k  w e  c a r e  
a b o u t  t h a t  s t u f f ,  b u t  i n  t h e  
e n d ,  w e ’ r e  j u s t  p a y i n g  t o  
p o s t p o n e  g e t t i n g  r i d  o f  i t .   

C l u t t e r e d  d e s k s  c a u s e  
t h i n g s  t o  d i s a p p e a r ,  l i k e  
b i l l s  t h a t  a c c r u e  l a t e  f e e s ,  
c h e c k s  t o  c a s h ,  e t c .  O v e r  
t h e  y e a r s  I ’ v e  u n c o v e r e d  
h u n d r e d s  o f  d o l l a r s  i n  c a s h  
l o s t  i n  m y  c l i e n t s ’  c l u t t e r .  

S p a c e  —  T h e r e ’ s  a l s o  a  
c o s t  t o  s t o r i n g  s t u f f  i n  o u r  
o w n  h o m e s .  K a t  B r a n c a t o  
( B e t t e r  H o m e s  a n d  G a r d e n s ,  
F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 1 )  s a y s ,  “ S t o r -
i n g  u n u s e d  i t e m s  i n  y o u r  
h o m e  c o s t s  r o u g h l y  $ 1 0  p e r  
s q u a r e  f o o t .  Y o u  c a n  c a l c u -
l a t e  y o u r  ‘ c l u t t e r  c o s t ’  b y  

d i v i d i n g  y o u r  
m o n t h l y  r e n t  
o r  m o r t g a g e  
b y  t h e  s q u a r e  
f o o t a g e  o f  
y o u r  h o m e . ”  
N o t  t h a t  w e  
h a v e  t o  p a y  
o u r s e l v e s ,  
b u t  c l u t t e r  
r e p l a c e s  
t h i n g s  o f  

v a l u e ,  l i k e  c a r s  l e f t  o u t s i d e  
w h i l e  c a r b o a r d  b o x e s  f i l l  
t h e  g a r a g e .  W h a t  d o  y o u  
h a v e  t h a t ’ s  n o t  e a r n i n g  i t s  
k e e p ?  

T i m e  &  M o n e y  —  C l u t t e r  
h i d e s  s t u f f .  Y o u  l o o k  f o r  
t h i n g s  y o u  k n o w  y o u  h a v e  
b u t  c a n ’ t  f i n d .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  
T h e  P i x i e  L o s t  a n d  F o u n d  
S u r v e y  ( r e p o r t e d  i n  p r e -
n e w s w i r e . c o m  M a y  2 ,  2 0 1 7 ) ,  
t h e  a v e r a g e  A m e r i c a n  
s p e n d s  2 . 5  d a y s  e a c h  y e a r  
l o o k i n g  f o r  l o s t  i t e m s .  C o l -
l e c t i v e l y ,  U . S .  h o u s e h o l d s  
s p e n d  $ 2 . 7  b i l l i o n  a n n u a l l y  
i n  r e p l a c e m e n t  c o s t s .  K a t  
B r a n c a t o  p o i n t s  o u t  t h e  
i r o n y  o f  k e e p i n g  t h i n g s  i n  
o r d e r  t o  s a v e  m o n e y ,  w h e n  
t h e  b u i l d u p  e n d s  u p  c o s t i n g  
y o u  m o r e .   

S t r e s s  —  T h e  m o s t  c o m -
m o n  w o r d  I  h e a r  i n  t h e  i n i -

who wanted to make an experiment 
out of you, jump scares that came out 
of nowhere and a gorilla. I definitely 
remember a gorilla. I also remember 
my friends coming out terrified and 
telling me how lucky I was to have 
such a creative father. I didn’t appre-
ciate that as much then as I do now.  

I  might as well  f inish with an-
other Halloween themed story. Dad 
absolutely loves Halloween, can you 
tell? A couple of years ago on Hal-
loween he helped me decorate the 
entire front yard to look l ike a 
graveyard. It was full of tombstones, 
skeletons,  and even a strobe l ight.  
Then he put on a mask, wielded a 
giant fake machete and joined me in 

scaring the neighborhood trick-or-
treaters.  I t  might not have been as 
elaborate as the party from decades 
before, but it’s going in my treasure 
chest  of memories of him and how 
much fun we have together. 

My Dad always tells me that he 
made a conscious decision to be an 
active and involved parent,  and he 
most definitely was.  He was strict ,  
sure.  His expectations were cer-
tainly high. He never really toler-
ated mistakes, but he didn’t expect 
me to figure everything out by my-
self .  He taught me and guided me. 
He still does. He also enchanted my 
childhood with magic and fun. I’m 
the woman I am because of the fa-
ther he is ,  and I’m grateful every 
day that he’s my Dad.  

Sago Rey 
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000 
Palms & Sagos in stock. 

We also have a wide selection of 
Shade & Fruit trees.

6700 E. Central Ave. • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Juan and Maria at

6/24

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

 
P e r h a p s  y o u  t o o  w i l l  

t a k e  a  s t a n d ,  m a k e  a n  
i n f o r m e d  d e c i s i o n  a n d  
c h o o s e  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  
o r g a n i z i n g  o v e r  t h e  c o s t  
o f  c l u t t e r.

Let us help prepare your 
trees for summer!

call today and get
10% 
OFF!

LIC. #1017900 
BONDED & 
INSURED

6/24

Please see ORGANIZE on P. 17

WE’RE ON THE WEB!

www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com

Visit the Ranchos Independent’s own Website and get fully 
downloadable back issues of the Ranchos Independent 

(beginning with April 2006)
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Click on “Local News” at 

Over 15 years of experience 
Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife  

Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation 
Nuisance animal trapping 

Call for an inspection TODAY!
6/24

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts 

559-824-6336 
 37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

Arts & Crafts Studio • Bisque • Wood Items

6/
24

Appointment Only -- Give us a call!
Visit us at www.RanchosCraftersStudio.com 
and Facebook “What’s Up in the Ranchos” 
Contact us for SPECIAL GROUP PARTIES 

NEVER a sitting fee • Walk-ins ALWAYS welcome

 
For those of you that have a sum-

mer garden, I imagine the zucchini has 
just about taken over. Your friends, rel-
atives and neighbors are almost tired of 
seeing you arrive with a bag of the 
stuff. So what to do with it? 

For one thing, you can freeze them 
but you must plan on doing it the day 
they are picked, or no later than the 
next day. Have everything ready before 
you start as it should be done as 
quickly as possible. This can be done 
with any summer squash. 

Begin by washing the squash thor-
oughly and slicing it the way they will 
be cooked next 
winter — length 
wise into “spears,” 
into rounds or 
chunks, but be sure 
they are all the 
same size so they 
will blanch and 
freeze in the same 
time. 

Put a large pot 
of water on to boil. 
Have a large bowl 
of ice water ready 
and a colander 
ready for draining. 
Get a slotted spoon, 
a large cookie sheet 
and several zip-lock 
bags. 

Add the squash to the boiling water 
(do NOT salt the water, as that will 
break down the enzymes and cause the 
squash to be soggy when thawed). Only 
leave in the boiling water until they are 
crunchy “al dente” — about two min-
utes, but start testing after a minute.  

As soon as the squash is blanched, 
spoon into the ice water, then into the 
colander. Drain well before storing in 
the freezer bags. If you have a large 
freezer, you can put the squash on the 
cookie sheet (lined with parchment 
paper makes it easier) and put it in the 
freezer until all is frozen then put it 
into freezer bags. This way the squash 
is frozen individually and you can take 

out only what you will need rather than 
using the whole bag when everything is 
frozen together. 

I was looking for different ways to 
use zucchini than steaming, frying or 
baking with Spanish rice. My favorite 
way is using a nonstick frying pan, put 
about a teaspoon of butter in the pan 
and add sliced zucchini and some 
chopped onion. Put a lid on it and on 
medium heat only cook until just done. 
Do not overcook because then you have 
mush – ugh!  

Zucchini Cake 
2 C. Flour 
2 tsp. cinnamon 
2 tsp. baking soda 
1 tsp. salt 
¼ tsp. baking powder 
3 eggs 
2 C granulated sugar 

1 C. vegetable 
oil 

1 tsp. vanilla 
1 tsp. lemon 

zest (optional) 
2 C. grated un-

peeled zucchini. 
Place grated zuc-
chini in sieve to 
drain out excess 
moisture before 
measuring. 

1 C. chopped 
nuts – walnuts or 
pecans. 

½ C raisins – 
either dark or 
golden. 

Preheat oven 
to 350. Butter a 

9x12 or 9x13 pan – set aside. 
In a mixing bowl, mix together the 

flour, cinnamon, baking soda, salt and 
baking powder, set aside. 

With a mixer, beat the 3 eggs on 
high speed until frothy. Lower the 
speed and beat in the sugar, vegetable 
oil, vanilla, and lemon zest (if using). 
Stir in the flour mixture, about a third 
at a time. Stir in the zucchini and 
chopped nuts and raisins. 

Pour mixture into baking pan and 
bake for 40 to 45 minutes. Remove 
from oven and cool completely before 
frosting. 

Frosting 
3 ounces cream cheese softened 

by Jean Briner

Be a Zucchini Houdini

E d i t o r ’s  N o t e :  W i t h  t h e  
p a s s i n g  o f  A u n t  J e a n ,  I  
h a v e  d e c i d e d  t o  b r i n g  y o u  a  
“ B e s t  O f ”  o f  h e r  r e c i p e s  
o v e r  t h e  p a s t  1 0  y e a r s .  
G o o d  r e c i p e s  a r e  t i m e l e s s  
a n d  I  h o p e  y o u  e n j o y  t h e m  
a l l  o v e r  a g a i n .

(June 2014)

ThePoopFairies.com

559-GOT-POOP
Yard Gate Safety • Sanitize/Deodorize • Waste Monitoring 

(559-468-7667) 6/
24

¼ cup butter, room temperature  
1 ½ to 2 C. powdered sugar 
Beat together the cream cheese and 

butter. Add the powdered sugar and 
beat until smooth. 

I’m going to take my “recipe hat” 
off now and put on my “nostalgia hat.” 

When my mom passed away al-
most 25 years ago, she had boxes of 
genealogy information on all four 
sides of our family. I took them and 
started putting them together and 
added to it with information from 
cousins in Tennessee, Iowa and Ore-
gon and ended up with three large 
binders of information, which I have 
called “Our Story.” I’ve told everyone 

in the family what I have and that 
someday I would like to make a book, 
but due to the lack of funds and 
knowhow I have put it on the back 
shelf and “someday” has never come. 
Recently, one of the boys called me 
and wanted to know some information 
about a cousin that was in WWII. It 
got me to thinking – I have played 
life’s 18 holes and am headed for the 
clubhouse – and I’m still sitting here 
with all this information and doing 
nothing about it, and that is idiotic of 
my part. So I made a few phone calls, 
and talked to Randy and with God’s 

 
... if you have any back-

ground on your family, write it 
down now, while you still can. 
Maybe your family won’t be in-
terested today, but what if after 
you have made it to the club-
house your kids will want to 
know who Uncle Ralph’s second 
wife was, or where did our fam-
ily come from? Remember, our 
ancestors all came from some-
where. 

 

the Independent
SAY YOU SAW IT IN

Please see RECIPES on P. 17
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educated Hispanics. Working-class His-
panics tend to be more moderate or con-
servative than their college-educated 
counterparts and are more pessimistic 
about the economy and concerned about 
inflation. As Teixeira notes, about 78% 
of Hispanic voters are working class, 
and even higher percentages in Arizona 
and Nevada, states where Trump is 
leading. 

There appears to be a trend among 
Hispanic voters. Hillary Clinton won 
them by nearly 40 points in 2016, while 
Biden carried them by 23 points in 2020 
and could go lower this year. The move 
among Black voters is more provisional 
and less pronounced, but still real and 
obviously worrying to Democrats given 
their investment in advertising directed 

at these voters and Biden's recent 
fevered commencement address at 
Morehouse College.  

It's best to think of the Latino and 
Black voters telling pollsters that they 
support Trump as very much potential 
voters -- Trump will have to continue to 
make his case, and the Republican Na-
tional Committee find ways to reach 
them and turn them out. But, as the Re-
publican political analyst Patrick 
Ruffini points out, if culturally conser-
vative non-whites break away from the 
Democratic coalition it would be a boon 
for the GOP.  

What's wrong with people of color? 
This year they could prove too politi-
cally independent-minded.  

Rich Lowry is the editor of the Na-
tional Review. 

© 2024 by King Features Synd., Inc.

LOWRY cont. from P. 5

Say you saw it in the Independent
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Seven students from the table grape 
growing regions of California, including 
one from Liberty High School in the 
Madera Ranchos, have earned scholar-
ships awarded by California table grape 
growers. Growers awarded two $25,000 
field worker scholarships to students at-
tending a four-year college or university 
and two $14,500 field worker bridge 
scholarships were awarded to students at-
tending two years of community college 
and transferring to a four-year college or 
university. In order to be eligible for a 
field worker scholarship, applicants or a 
parent or guardian must work in the Cal-
ifornia table grape harvest. 

Three $25,000 agriculture scholar-
ships were awarded to students attending 
a four-year California college or univer-
sity and planning to pursue an undergrad-
uate degree in a field of study pertinent to 
the table grape industry. Since 1985, Cal-

ifornia table grape growers have awarded 
more than 200 scholarships to help stu-
dents in the grape growing regions of Cal-
ifornia attend college.  

Liberty High Graduate Madison 
Jackson earned a $25,000 Agriculture 
Scholarship from the California Table 
Grape Growers. She graduated from Lib-
erty High with a 4.1 GPA and will attend 
California State University, Chico to 
study agriculture education and environ-
mental science. Madison was deeply in-
volved in FFA, serving in several FFA 
leadership positions, attending numerous 
FFA conferences and helping her 
grapevine pruning team place fifth in the 
state finals. Madison is passionate about 
the future of agriculture and plans to be-
come an agriculture teacher after college 
to help future students understand the im-
portance of agriculture and environmental 
stewardship. 

California Table Grape Growers 
Give Scholarship to Liberty Grad

Liberty High Graduate Madison Jackson 
earned a $25,000 Agriculture Scholarship 
from the California Table Grape Growers. 
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Click on “Local News” at 

B y  M e l a n i e  Wi l l i a m s  
 
S u m m e r  i s  o f f i c i a l l y  h e r e  w i t h  b e a u t i f u l  w a r m  w e a t h e r  a n d  

l o t s  o f  f u n  o u t d o o r  a c t i v i t i e s .  H a p p y  I n d e p e n d e n c e  D a y  t o  t h e  
M a d e r a  R a n c h o s  c o m m u n i t y .  

J u l y  4  i s  c e l e b r a t e d  w i t h  f i r e w o r k s ,  I n d e p e n d e n c e  D a y  
e v e n t s  a n d  f a m i l y  g a t h e r i n g s .  T h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
R a n c h o s / H i l l s  S e n i o r  C e n t e r  a r e  t a k i n g  a  b r e a k  f r o m  t h e i r  r e g -
u l a r  v o l u n t e e r  d u t i e s  t o  o b s e r v e  t h e  J u l y  4 t h  I n d e p e n d e n c e  D a y  
w e e k e n d .  T h e  S e n i o r  C e n t e r  w i l l  b e  c l o s e d  o n  T h u r s d a y ,  J u l y  
4 .  W e  w i l l  N O T  b e  o p e n  t h e  f i r s t  S a t u r d a y  i n  J u l y  f o r  o u r  
M o n t h l y  S a t u r d a y  S a l e .  

T h e  S e n i o r  
C e n t e r  w i l l  b e  
t a k i n g  d o n a t i o n s  
d u r i n g  t h e  
m o n t h s  o f  J u n e  
a n d  J u l y  t o  p r e -
p a r e  f o r  t h e  u p -
c o m i n g  S a t u r d a y  
S a l e  o n  A u g .  3 .  
T h e  b e s t  t i m e  t o  
d o n a t e  i t e m s  t o  
t h e  T r e a s u r e  
H o u s e  a n d  B o u -
t i q u e  i s  d u r i n g  
t h e  h o u r s  w e  a r e  
o p e n ,  f r o m  9  
a . m .  t o  1  a . m .  
M o n d a y  t h r o u g h  
F r i d a y .  

T h e  S c o u t  G a r d e n  i s  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  r e c e i v e  d o n a t i o n s  o f  p o t -
t e d  p l a n t s  f r o m  n e i g h b o r i n g  g a r d e n  c e n t e r s .  T h e  g a r d e n e r s  a p -
p r e c i a t e  d o n a t i o n s  o f  p l a s t i c  p o t s ,  p l a n t  c u t t i n g s  w i t h  r o o t s  a n d  
p o t t i n g  s o i l .  Y o u  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  c a l l  t h e  S e n i o r  C e n t e r  b e -
f o r e  d o n a t i n g  p l a n t s  a n d  g a r d e n  c u t t i n g s  s o  w e  c a n  c o n t a c t  o u r  
v o l u n t e e r  g a r d e n e r s  t o  r e p l a n t  i f  n e e d e d .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  a l l  t h e  
w o n d e r f u l  d o n a t i o n s  w e  r e c e i v e  f r o m  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  t o  s u p p o r t  
o u r  o u t r e a c h  t o  l o c a l  s e n i o r s .  

T h e  R a n c h o s / H i l l s  S e n i o r  C e n t e r  i s  l o o k i n g  f o r  s e n i o r  v o l -
u n t e e r s  t o  p a r t n e r  w i t h  u s  f o r  t h e  M o n t h l y  S a t u r d a y  S a l e  i n  t h e  
T r e a s u r e  H o u s e .  J o  C h a s e  w o u l d  w e l c o m e  a  p a r t n e r  t o  s u p p o r t  
h e r  w i t h  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  d o n a t e d  i t e m s  a n d  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  
t h e  T r e a s u r e  H o u s e  d u r i n g  t h e  S a t u r d a y  s a l e  d a y s .  W e  h a v e  s e n -
i o r  v o l u n t e e r s  w h o  h e l p  d u r i n g  t h e  w e e k  w i t h  t h e  s t o c k i n g  a n d  
h a n g i n g  o f  d o n a t e d  c l o t h i n g .  J o  i s  v e r y  w i l l i n g  t o  w o r k  w i t h  a  
s e n i o r  v o l u n t e e r  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l e a r n i n g  m o r e  a b o u t  t h e  T r e a s u r e  
H o u s e .  C a l l  t h e  S e n i o r  C e n t e r  a t  5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 8 6 4  t o  f i n d  o u t  m o r e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  v o l u n t e e r i n g  t o  f u l f i l l  t h i s  m u c h - n e e d e d  p o -
s i t i o n .  

I n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  w e  h o p e  t o  o p e n  t h e  T r e a s u r e  H o u s e  o n  t h e  
W e d n e s d a y  B r o w n  B a g  D a y s  f o r  s e n i o r s  w h o  c o m e  t o  t h e  S e n i o r  
C e n t e r  f o r  t h e  M a d e r a  F o o d  B a n k  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  B r o w n  B a g  D a y  
t h i s  m o n t h  i s  o n  W e d n e s d a y ,  J u l y  1 7 .  T h e  S e n i o r  C e n t e r  s e r v e s  
a s  a  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y  d i s t r i b u t i o n  f a c i l i t y  f o r  t h e  M a d e r a  
C o u n t y  F o o d  B a n k .  A l l  s e n i o r s  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  c a n  p a r t i c i -
p a t e  i n  t h e  M a d e r a  F o o d  B a n k  B r o w n  B a g  P r o g r a m .  Y o u  c a n  
c a l l  t h e  S e n i o r  C e n t e r  f o r  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r m s  a n d  m a i l  t h e m  t o  
t h e  M a d e r a  F o o d  B a n k .  

T h e  R a n c h o s / H i l l s  S e n i o r s  
h a d  a  g r e a t  r e s p o n s e  f o r  v o l u n -

Senior Report

Please see SENIORS on P. 17

Celebrate Independence Day

6/
24
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Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential 
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting 

Concrete Foundations & Flatwork6/24
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www.The Ranchos.com

prime beef • dry aged steaks
specialty GROCERies • BUTCHER SHOP 
FULL SERVICE DELI • MON-SAT 10-7
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Golden Oak 4-H 
 
By Wyatt Morgan 
 

Golden Oak 4-H had a great show-
ing during the Chowchilla Fair this year. 
The Chowchilla Fair was May 5-12 and 
the Golden Oak 4-H had members com-
peting in Poultry, Rabbits, Pygmy Goats 
and Swine. 

Maddox Parker exhibited his 
market pen of two chickens and 
his breeding chickens. Maddox 
came away with Reserve Cham-
pion 4-H meat pen of two chick-
ens and 1st in Junior 4-H poultry 
showmanship. Sarah Morgan ex-
hibited her market pen of two 
chickens, her breeding chicken 
and her breeding pig. Sarah ad-
vanced to the final round of Inter-
mediate 4-H Swine showmanship, 
placed 2nd in her class with her 
breeding swine and placed 5th in 
Intermediate Poultry showman-
ship. 

Griffin Williams-Smith ex-
hibited his market pen of two chickens and his breeding chickens. Griffin had Re-
serve Champion Overall Rose Comb Clean Legged Poultry and 1st in class Rose 
Comb Clean Legged Silver Spangle Cock. Hunter Williams-Smith exhibited his 
market pen of two chickens, breeding chickens, breeding rabbit and his Pygmy 
Goat Wether, or castrated male goat. Hunter placed Reserve Champion Overall 
Single Comb Clean Legged Old 
English, 2nd in class Old English 
Lemon Blue Hen, 2nd in Senior 
4-H Rabbit showmanship, 5th in 
Senior Buck rabbit class, 3rd in 
Senior 4-H Pygmy Goat show-
manship, 4th in his Senior Pygmy 
Goat Wether class, and 3rd in 
Senior 4-H Poultry showman-
ship. Iris Garzon exhibited in 
Mini Member 4-H Pygmy Goat 
showmanship and Mini Member 
4-H Poultry showmanship and 
had a great time. 

Congratulations to all of our 
members who competed. They all 
came away with more experience 
and some great memories.

Sierra Shadows 4-H members who participated 
at the Chowchilla Fair included, from left, Griffin 
Williams-Smith, Hunter Williams-Smith, Maddox 
Parker, Wyatt Morgan and Sarah Morgan 

Competing in additional categories were, from 
left, Sarah Morgan, Hunter Williams-Smith and Iris 
Garzon 

call Mark Crawford • 559-225-1435 
CrawfordInsuranceGroup@yahoo.com 

25-Year Ranchos resident • 30+ years experience 
Lic. #OE52033 & 0800722auto • home • commercial • workers comp

6/
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Click on “Local News” at 

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our next meeting, always the second 
Wednesday of the month at 6 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C in the Maywood Center. Come join us on Wednes-
day, July 17 and see what’s going on in your community. Call us at 645-4001.

6/24

FIREWORKS
for the 4th of July

Get your

June 29 - July 4 - 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Support your local Chamber and Library at the Maywood Center booth



www.The Ranchos.com
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1146 Barstow #G • Clovis
559-797-2528

Caesar Dents 
& Auto Body Repair

If you’ve been involved in a wreck, you know there’s nothing worse. Will 
your car be like it was? Will it cost an arm and a leg to fix? Will it take 
forever? Call Caesar Dents. Estimates are always free, the work is 
impeccable and the price just might surprise you.

Auto • Aircraft • Boats 6/
24

By Igal Treibatch 
 

The FIRE Season 
is Upon Us 

 
Are you prepared for fire season? 

Have you taken the precautions recom-
mended by the fire department?  

A build-up of dry vegetation during 
the hot summer months presents a high 
risk for hotter, faster moving fires in 
mountain communities surrounding the 
Valley, often sending smoke into the San 
Joaquin Valley. Remember, the fire may 
not be near you, but a fire’s smoke may be 
… the elderly and young kids may be more 
vulnerable, please take care. 

Some facts about Madera County Fire 
Department: The Madera County Fire De-
partment was established on Sept. 21, 
1928. It is a full-service fire department 
providing emergency services to all 2,153 
square miles of the unincorporated areas of 
Madera County. Madera County Fire is 
comprised of 14 fire stations, a fleet of 56 

apparatus and support vehicles, dedicated 
personal and local volunteers. The primary 
mission statement of Madera County Fire 
Department, in cooperation with CAL-
FIRE, is to provide a range of programs de-
signed to protect the lives and property of 
the inhabitants of the County of Madera 
from adverse effects of fire, medical emer-
gencies, exposure to hazardous materials or 
dangerous conditions as an emergency re-
sponse agency. 
SEMCU sends its 
gratitude to the Fire 
Department per-
sonnel and volun-
teers. Thank you.” 

Water, water, 
water 

In the height 
of the summer, you 
may be experienc-
ing domestic well 
or water quality 
problems. Self-
Help Enterprises 
may be able to help 
qualified people by 
installing a water 
tank or having bot-
tled water delivered 
or have work done on a new or existing 
well. Their contact information depends on 

what you’re looking for:  
Water Wells – 559-802-1289 – water-

wells@selfhelpenterprises.org 
Water Quality – 559-802-1285 – wa-

terquality@selfhelpenterprises.org 
Tank Water – 559-802-1685 – 

tankandhauledwater@selfhelpenter-
prises.org 

Bottled Water – 559-802-1284 – bot-
tledwater@selfhelpenterprises.org 

SEMCU is a nonprofit organization 
that represents the interests of the residents, 

property owners and businesses in South-
eastern Madera County. Its concerns, among 
other issues, are our community, safety, 
water, traffic, schools, future parks and en-
ergy. We invite our community to join in and 
help make a difference for our families and 
youngsters. We invite community members 
to join SEMCU as board members to help 
shape the Southeast Madera County area. 
Together we can build a stronger, more vi-

brant community. 
SEMCU meets for one hour 

only once a month on the third 
Tuesday of every month at 6 
p.m. We know everyone’s time 
is valuable, so we try to keep it 
all simple. We meet at the 
Madera Ranchos Library at 
37398 Berkshire Dr. in the Ran-
chos, or you may join us online 
to virtually participate. To join 
online, go to www.semcu.org for 
a link and simple instructions. Or 
if you prefer, you can call in on 
your cellphone to 669-900-6833 
then enter the ID# 83632424343 
followed with the access code 
85422. Our next meeting is on 
Tuesday, July 15 at 6 p.m. 

 
SEMCU is “By the Community,  

For the Community”

Click on “Local News” at 

WE’RE ON THE WEB!

www.TheRanchos.com

Visit the Ranchos Independent’s own Website and get fully 
downloadable back issues of the Ranchos Independent 

(beginning with April 2006)

Michael Sutherland 
& Associates, Inc.

6/24 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TIRED OF PAYING 
FOR FLOOD INSURANCE?

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation 
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely).  
You can't afford to wait any longer,  

so contact the professionals 
today at

Photo Courtesy of Frank Davis
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For the best location to drill giving approximate depth and size of the aquifer. 
Please visit our website at www.californiagroundwatersurveyor.com to read testimonials of some of our very satisfied customers. 
 
National Groundwater Surveyor uses Ron Sorensen 
Ca. License PGP #957 559-259-4259

7/
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The Madera County Sheriff’s Office Investiga-
tions Division was contacted by two victims who re-
ported being molested by Jesus Cortes-Padilla. As a 
result of their disclosures, an investigation was initi-
ated. During the course of their investigation, Detec-
tives identified additional victims, both juvenile and 
adult, who reported sexual harassment, solicitation 
of sexual favors, and inappropriate conduct by 
Cortes-Padilla. 

On June 4, Madera County Sheriff’s Detectives 
arrested 35-year-old Madera resident Jesus Cortes-
Padilla for numerous charges including attempted 
lewd and lascivious acts with a child under 14, mo-
lestation of a child under 18 and solicitation of pros-
titution. He is currently being held at the Madera 
County Jail. On June 5, Detectives applied for and 
were granted a non-release order and bail enhance-
ment motion. 

The Madera County Sheriff’s Department be-
lieves Jesus Cortes-Padilla has potentially victimized 
more individuals in our community. If you are a vic-

tim, or believe you know someone who is, they are 
encouraging you to reach out to their office at 559-
675-7770. 

Madera County Sheriff Tyson Pogue said, “Our 
detectives have worked tirelessly on this case for 
quite some time. They see a pattern of behavior in 
Cortes-Padilla, and know he attempts to lure girls and 
women with promises of money. Many of these vic-
tims are reluctant to come forward, for fear they will 
be charged with crimes or he will seek revenge. We 
are asking each of them to step forward and allow us 
to seek justice on their behalf.” 

MCSO is asking anyone who may have infor-
mation regarding additional victims to please call 
their office at 559-675-7770. Tips may also be 
emailed to MCSOTip@maderacountycom. Anony-
mous tips may be made through Valley Crime Stop-
pers at 559-498-STOP (7867), or by texting “Tip 
MaderaSO” followed by your message to 888777. 
Tips may also be made on the Madera County Sher-
iff’s Mobile App: MaderaSheriffApp.com. 

Madera County Sheriffs’ Office Arrests 
Man for Suspected Lewd Acts with Minors

Madera County Sheriff’s Office has arrested Jesus Cortes-Padilla of 
Madera, 35, on suspicion of sexual harassment, solicitation of sexual fa-
vors and inappropriate contact with both adults and minors.
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Click on “Local News” at 

“Real estate is 
my life! I make 
your real estate 

dreams a reality.”

6/
24

“Put my experience, knowledge, service and professionalism to work for you.”

Integrity, Dedication, Results
www.homesmartpva.com/mfoto • DRE #01454566

559-250-6740 • mfotorealtor@gmail.com

By Sally Rowden 
                        
It was exciting to see The Kiwanis – John Minney Liberty High School 

Scholarship Awards presented to Kaylah Griggs, Emersyn Pires and Isabella 
Wang at the Liberty High School Senior Awards Ceremony on May 20. Each re-
cipient received a scholarship in the amount of $1,200. All three of these indi-
viduals have their future educational endeavors well planned.  Congratulations. 

The fundraising for the scholarship awards totaling $3,600 was successful 
due to the following individuals and/or businesses generously donating:  Bird-

stone Winery, Britz/Sun West, 
Bubba’s Water Truck Service, 
Inc., Rod Chaney, Bob and Leslie 
Carella, Chevron Gas Station, 
Golden Valley Baptist Church, 
Golden Valley Chamber of Com-
merce, Midland Tractor, John 
Minney, O’Reilly Auto Parts, Pis-
toresi Ambulance, Ranchos Hills 
Seniors, Triago and Wight Water 
Pool Service and Supplies. A 
huge THANK YOU to all for 
being willing to give.  

Our 2024 Hope of America 
Awards were presented at Ranchos 
Middle School and were awarded 

to Geneva Haines and Weston Hiatt. This award not only looks at academic ac-
complishments but puts high merit in the individual’s leadership and good char-
acter. These two students were nominated by the Ranchos Middle School Staff. 
Congratulations Geneva and Weston. 

We had a great time at the Flatlander’s Parade and Fair on Saturday, May 18. 
The Kiwanis-decorated golf cart for the parade was provided by Evan Walsh. 
Kiwanis members, friends and family walked along side handing out books and 
bubbles to the children. Our booth housed the “Spin-for Free” children’s game 
and The John Minney – LHS Scholarship Awards raffle. The raffle items on dis-
play were the John Deere 20” bike donated by Midland Tractor, the handcrafted 
BBQ bell and basket made by Kiwanis member Rod Chaney, the wine tasting 
for 10 donated by Birdstone Winery, and the $100 auto car care bucket donated 
by O’Reilly’s Auto Parts. The children sincerely enjoyed spinning the game 
wheel and winning a prize. With it being the last day to obtain tickets for the raf-
fle, it too found much success. 

The winners of the raffle were announced on Thursday, May 23 at the Ki-
wanis meeting. Mike Fursman of the Madera Ranchos won the John Deere 20” 
bike, Tom Lean of Kiwanis Old Town Clovis won the handcrafted BBQ bell and 
basket, Judy Obenshain of the Madera Ranchos won the wine tasting for 10, and 
Kiwanis member Leslie Carella won the $100 auto car care bucket. Congratula-
tions to all and thank you for your support. 

The summer months will find us planning for our 2024-2025 year. Looking 
at possible events to provide for the communities of eastern Madera County, 
electing new officers and budget mapping are a few tasks we will be addressing. 
Of course, relaxation during these next few months will also be addressed. 

If you have any suggestions you would like to share with us regarding com-
munity events you would like to see happen, or if you would like to attend a Ki-
wanis meeting, please contact Sally Rowden at rowdensally2@gmail.com. We 
would still like to hear from you regarding the Kiwanis Club of Madera Ran-
chos’ name change. Ideas that would allow us to represent the community growth 
of eastern Madera County. 

We do hope for those who celebrated Father’s Day it was a great beginning 
to your summer and you’re now getting ready to welcome the Fourth of July. 
Remember, as we continue moving through our summer months … “If you’re 
not barefoot, then you’re overdressed” – Unknown.  

www.RanchosKiwanis.com 

Time for a HOME change?

Let ME help you!
Ana Marie Sherwood, Realtor®

asherwood@realtyconcepts.com 
DRE LIC. #01894032

REALTY 
CONCEPTS

559-903-0855

6/
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    Real Estate

The Luxury 
Home Realtor

Lourie Folland

an expert in your area! Available for all your Real Estate and investment needs

559-790-4729 
Folland@comcast.net

559-790-4729 
Folland@comcast.net 

BRE #01316346
TheLuxuryHomeRealtor.com

Truly Local, Truly Expert

6/
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Ranchos Kiwanis give LHS Awards
Kiwanis Korner

Thinking of buying or selling a home? 
Don’t know where to start? 

Call or contact us.
The best time to 

buy a house?  
 

When you’re 
ready. 

 
And when you’re 

ready  
 

WE GOT YOU!
Mary Avigliano 
559-367-7264 

mary@ironkeyrealestate.com  
REALTOR® • DRE 02093132 

Jessica Gonzales 
559-408-1784 

jess@ironkeyrealestate.com 
REALTOR ® • DRE 02136161 

WE GOT YOU!

6/
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Recipients of the this year’s Kiwanis John Min-
ney – LHS Scholarship Awards are, from left,       
Emersyn Pires and Kaylah Griggs.                                                                                                                                                               
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CALL 645-0634 TO ADVERTISE

• "Witch windows," or diagonal windows, exist 
almost exclusively in Vermont. Their moniker 
comes from the superstition that witches can't ma-
neuver their broomsticks through slanted win-
dows. 
• A 67-year-old woman named Dorothy Fletcher 
had a heart attack on a plane. When the stewardess 
asked if a doctor was on board, luck was on 
Dorothy's side: Fifteen people on their way to a cardiology conference stood up! Dorothy 
survived. 
• A killer fog that swathed London in 1952 and left as many as 12,000 people dead led to 
Parliament's passing the first Clean Air Act in 1956. 
• Richard Anthony Jones spent 17 years in jail on a robbery charge until talk by some of 
his fellow inmates revealed he had a doppelganger with the same first name in the same jail. 
This second Jones was actually the guilty party. 
• Before his acting career took off, Harrison Ford worked as a roadie for The Doors. That 
gig proved so intense that he humorously claimed he was "one step away from joining a Je-
suit monastery" after it ended. 
• While doing research for the film Castaway, William Broyles Jr. isolated himself on a 
beach for a week to immerse himself in the survival experience, which lent authenticity to 
the screenplay.  
 
Thought for the Day: "By seeing each day and each situation as a kind of training exercise, 
the stakes suddenly become a lot lower. The way you interpret your own mistakes and the 
mistakes of others is suddenly a lot more generous." -- Ryan Holiday 
 

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.  

t e e r s  t o  h o s t  o u r  m o n t h l y  B i r t h -
d a y  a n d  A n n i v e r s a r y  L u n c h -
e o n s .  I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
h o s t i n g  o n e  o f  o u r  l u n c h e o n s ,  
c a l l  t h e  S e n i o r  C e n t e r .  W e  h a v e  
o n l y  J u l y  a n d  D e c e m b e r  o p e n  
f o r  t h i s  y e a r .  W h a t  c o u l d  b e  
m o r e  f u n  t h a n  c h o o s i n g  y o u r  f a -
v o r i t e  r e s t a u r a n t  f o r  t h e  
m o n t h l y  B i r t h d a y  a n d  A n n i v e r -
s a r y  l u n c h e o n s ?  

T h e  4 t h  o f  J u l y  I n d e p e n d -
e n c e  D a y  P o t l u c k  i s  o n  t h e  c a l -
e n d a r  f o r  T h u r s d a y ,  J u l y  1 1 .  W e  
h a v e  a  g a m e  n i g h t  p l a n n e d  a f t e r  
t h e  p o t l u c k .  I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  
t o  s i g n  u p  f o r  a  w h o l e  g r o u p  
g a m e  a c t i v i t y  a t  o u r  J u l y  4 t h  
p o t l u c k ,  l e t  u s  k n o w  a t  t h e  S e n -
i o r  C e n t e r .  W e  c a n  h e l p  w i t h  
i d e a s  f o r  g r o u p  g a m e s  a n d  t h e  
s e n i o r s  a l w a y s  h a v e  a  l o t  o f  

f u n .  I f  y o u  p l a n  o n  c o m i n g  t o  
t h e  J u l y  4 t h  I n d e p e n d e n c e  D a y  
P o t l u c k ,  p l e a s e  c a l l  t h e  S e n i o r  
C e n t e r  a t  5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 8 6 4  a n d  
s i g n  u p  s o  w e  c a n  h a v e  t a b l e s  
s e t  u p  f o r  t h e  e v e n t .  

W e  h a v e  o u r  r e g u l a r  w e e k l y  
ac t i v i t i e s  i n  Ju ly ,  i nc lud ing  exe r -
c i s e  c l a s s e s  on  Monday ,  Wednes -
d a y  a n d  F r i d a y s  f r o m  1 0  t o  1 1  
a . m .  a n d  c a r d  a n d  b o a r d  g a m e s  
eve ry  Thu r sday  a t  12 :15  p .m .  

M a k e  s u r e  t o  c h e c k  t h e  J u l y  
N e w s l e t t e r  f o r  u p c o m i n g  e v e n t s  
a n d  w e e k l y  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  t h e  
R a n c h o s / H i l l s  S e n i o r  C e n t e r .  
H a p p y  J u l y  4 t h  I n d e p e n d e n c e  
D a y  f r o m  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
R a n c h o s / H i l l s  S e n i o r  C e n t e r .  

Q u o t e  f o r  J u l y :  “ L i b e r t y  h a s  
b e e n  p l a n t e d  h e re ;  a n d  t h e  m o re  
i t  i s  a t t a c k e d ,  t h e  m o re  i t  g ro w s  
a n d  f l o u r i s h e s . ”  —  S a m u e l  
S h e r w o o d  

SENIORS cont. from P. 10

help, we are going to put it together. I 
have funding, and Randy has said he 
would help lay it out – after all, that is 
his business. What I am saying here is 
please, if you have any background on 
your family, write it down now, while 
you still can. Maybe your family won’t 
be interested today, but what if after 
you have made it to the clubhouse your 
kids will want to know who Uncle 
Ralph’s second wife was, or where did 
our family come from? Remember, our 
ancestors all came from somewhere. 

Anyway, in with the papers was a 
newspaper clipping that I found inter-
esting. I thought you might like to read 
some of it. It is all about the 1940s. 

1940: A&P Supermarkets sell the 
first precut, cellophane wrapped meat. 

1940: The first Dairy Queen 
opened in Juliet, Ill. 

1942: Americans hoard coffee, 
leading to a coffee ration of 1 pound 
every five weeks. Sugar has already 
been rationed; the weekly allowance is 
8 ounces per person. Meat is also ra-
tioned. 

1942: The Wrigley Co. packs mili-
tary K-rations that contain canned 
meat, four cigarettes and compressed 
graham biscuits,  

1943: A Trumanburger, named 
after Harry S. and made with baked 

beans, is concocted in the dying days 
of meat rationing. 

1944: Meat rationing, except for 
steak, ends after D Day. 

1945: Earl W. Tupper invents re-
sealable food containers. 

1946: Frozen french fried potatoes 
are introduced. 

1947: Reynolds Metals Co. uses 
surplus aluminum from WWII to make 
aluminum foil. 

1947: Refrigeration and suburban 
growth are responsible for the creation 
of supermarkets where all food stuffs 
can be found under one roof. 

1947: Cake mixes from Betty 
Crocker and Pillsbury make their 
debut. The first mix is for a single layer 
ginger cake. 

1948: V8 Cocktail Vegetable Juice 
is introduced by Campbell Soup Co. 

1948: The process of condensing 
and freezing orange juice is developed 
but the Minute Maid Co. needs help in 
getting the word out. Investor John 
Whitney offers a glass of the juice to 
his golf partner Bing Crosby. Crosby 
loves it and buys 20,000 shares of the 
company and hawks the juice on radio 
and television. Demand for Florida or-
ange juice quadruples.  

1949: Sara Lee Cheese Cake is 
introduced by baker Charles Luken, 
who names the product for his 
daughter.

RECIPES cont. from P. 8

t i a l  c a l l  w i t h  c l i e n t s  i s  “ o v e r -
w h e l m e d . ”  I n  m y  1 8  y e a r s  i n  
t h e  o r g a n i z i n g  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e r e  
a r e  f e w  w h o  f i n d  t h e i r  c r e -
a t i v e  g e n i u s  s t i m u l a t e d  b y  a  
m e s s y  d e s k .  M o r e  o f t e n  c l u t -
t e r  p r o m o t e s  s t r e s s  a n d  
a v o i d a n c e .  I f  y o u  r e s o n a t e  
w i t h  t h e  l a t t e r ,  c l u t t e r  c o s t s  
y o u  p e a c e  a n d  p r o d u c t i v i t y .   

R e l a t i o n s h i p s  —  C l i e n t s  
a l s o  s h a r e  t h e  i s s u e  o f  n o t  
j o i n i n g  i n  s o c i a l  e v e n t s  b e -
c a u s e  t h e y  f e e l  c o n s t r a i n e d  
t o  r e m a i n  h o m e  a n d  o r g a n i z e ,  
e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e i r  b e i n g  o v e r -

w h e l m e d  p r e v e n t s  t h e m  f r o m  
d o i n g  i t .   

C l u t t e r  i n h i b i t s  i n v i t i n g  
f a m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s  o v e r  d u e  
t o  e m b a r r a s s m e n t .  R e l a t i o n -
s h i p s  w i t h  s p o u s e s  a n d  k i d s  
a r e  p u t  i n  j e o p a r d y  w h e n  
c o m m o n  a r e a s  a r e  i m p a i r e d  
d u e  t o  c l u t t e r .  T h e  b l a m e  
g a m e  e n s u e s  w h e n  i t e m s  g e t  
l o s t  i n  c l u t t e r .   

M y  d a u g h t e r  a n d  I  w a l k e d  
o u t  o f  t h a t  d e a l e r s h i p .  P e r -
h a p s  y o u  t o o  w i l l  t a k e  a  
s t a n d ,  m a k e  a n  i n f o r m e d  d e -
c i s i o n  a n d  c h o o s e  t h e  b e n e -
f i t s  o f  o r g a n i z i n g  o v e r  t h e  
c o s t  o f  c l u t t e r .   

ORGANIZE cont. from P. 7



Page 18

Click on “Local News” at 

(559) 645-0634  
Today!

The Independent

RANDY BAILEY
for MORE sales tomorrow, call

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514 
office

351-1605 
cell

645-4799 
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service 
 • Equipment 

• Supplies 
• Residential 

• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial 
• Locally Owned

SINCE 
1980

BONDED & 
INSURED 
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior 
 

Specializing in 
 Repaints 

 
Rental, Residential 

& Commercial 
 

Drywall, Stucco, 
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal 
 

Color Matching

559-301-1613
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call
41453 Ave. 14 1/2 
Madera Ranchos 

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED 
CARS & TRUCKS 

All Makes & Models

J.H. SandersGeneral & Custom Auto 
Service & Repairs 

559-645-1578

Call Gina 
at 559-289-3401 

email 
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Covering 
Mountain Areas 
& the Central Valleycall Mag Anaya Jr. 

559-974-1357Ranchos 
Resident

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control 
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance 

Weekly & monthly service  
(not a licensed contractor)

commercial, residential 
and industrial landscaping

info@TouchOfGreenLandscape.us 

CA LIC. #934774

559-242-6352call

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts 

559-824-6336 
 37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

Arts & Crafts Studio • Bisque • Wood Items

  Jose Lopez 
559-779-0401
call

Lic. #1042108

DRIVEWAYS•SIDEWALKS•COMMERCIAL•RESIDENTIAL

HAIRCUTS

37184 AVE. 12 #104 
(behind Pizza Factory)

439-2004

$16
Seniors Thursdays ONLY $13!

674-1663 

same day service

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting 

INVEST IN YOUR 
EXISTING PROPERTY!
For a free consultation, visit 
our Madera Ranchos office! 

10878 HWY 41 • 559-645-4849 
www.bedrockeng.com 

559-363-9095

“For the 
community, 

by the 
 community.”

SEMCU
“Service you can trust, 
prices you can afford.”

645-5324
The ONLY 

locally owned 
propane company 

in the Ranchos

559-481-6875
37193 Ave. 12 #3H

info@acts176.com

Madera Ranchos

36754 AVE. 12 • Madera Ranchos 

“We’ve got your back” 
 

D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing 
Sports Physicals only $35!

660-5262

7355 N. Palm #100 
Fresno

NorthwestPediatricMedicalGroup.com

“Right off 
of Highway 41 
 at Friant.”

559-271-6302

We’re 
Accepting 

NEW Patients

559-479-4113
CA #441782•www.chadstrucking.com

 LANDSCAPE MATERIAL 
SAND & GRAVEL• CRUSHED ROCK 
FILL DIRT•TOP SOIL•HUMUS•BARK  
CHIPS•RIVER ROCK•BASE ROCK 

ROCK DUST•COBBLESTONES 
DRIVEWAY  BASE 

CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP 

Get Involved!

645-4001
2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m. 

37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

Now Is The Time To 
Shed Those 

Unwanted Pounds!

Lose Weight NOW!

DIET 
WORLD 

MEDICAL 
GROUP

Quick, Fast 
Results 

CALL NOW!

224-6744

3rd Tuesday of the month • 6 p.m. 
37398 Berkshire Dr. • Ranchos Library

Michael Sutherland 
& Associates, Inc.

Lic. #PLS 5815

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

TIRED OF PAYING FOR 
FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements 
vary, but an Elevation 

Certificate could reduce 
the cost of flood 

 insurance (or  
eliminate it  

completely).  

NEED 
CONCRETE?

559-718-3554 
209-276-1579

Architectural Hardscapes 
Residential•Commercial 
Place & Finish Services 

Site-Work•Curbs 
Sidewalks•Foundations 
Retaining Walls•Patios 

Driveways•Demo•Grading

Free Estimates!
Lic. # 1119919

call
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Have friends or family  
who love the 

Independent but live 
outside the area? Are 
you moving but you 

still want to keep in touch 
with what’s happening in 

Southeast Madera County? 

to the Independent

37167 Ave. 12, #5C 
Madera, CA 93636

SUBSCRIBE!

 local news • local events • local happenings  
editorial • games • real estate • columns
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SPREAD THE NEWS!
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Super Crossword

Say you saw it in the Independent 
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Click on “Local News” at 

Classified
Alterations 
 
Call Greg’s Alterations in Fresno  
for all of your clothing alteration 
needs. Great service and 40 years of 
experience. Call Greg at 559-301-
7331. 
 
Carpet Cleaning 
 
Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery -  "Dries in hours,  not days." 
BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley 
Chamber member. Call Bruce today 
for a free estimate. 559-676-0760. 
 
Chimney Sweep  
 
Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29 
years of experience. Wood stove in-
serts, pellet stoves and fireplaces. 
Also clean clothes dryer vents. 
 
REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY, 
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332. 
 
Exterminator 
 
CSI Exterminators - “If you’ve got 
a pest, call the best!” Free estimates. 
Call 559-293-1779. 
 
Gutter Services 
 
The  Gut ter  Doctor  spec ia l i z ing  
in  bo th  con t inuous  and  s t anda rd  
r a in  gu t t e r s .  Gene ra l  Con t rac to r .  
Repa i r  Ma in tenance .  26  yea r s  
work ing  in  the  a rea .  Cal l   5 5 9 -
9 0 8 - 0 7 5 9 .  
 
Housecleaning 
 
O v e r  4 0  y a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  -  
R e f e r e n c e s  a v a i l a b l e  -  L u p e ’ s  
H o u s e  C l e a n i n g ,  r e s i d e n t i a l ,  
o n e - t i m e  s e r v i c e ,  m o v e -
i n s / m o v e - o u t s ,  w i n d o w s ,  c o n -

s t r u c t i o n  c l e a n  u p .  L u -
p e P r a d o 2 5 @ y a h o o  . c o m .  C a l l  
e i t h e r  o f  o u r  L O C A L  n u m -
b e r s :  5 5 9 - 7 1 0 - 0 6 9 2  o r  6 5 0 -
7 7 1 - 2 9 1 5 .  
 
Property Clean Up 
 
P r o p e r t y  c l e a n  u p ,  l a n d s c a p e  
maintenance  and  tree  t r imming  
-  F R E E  E S T I M A T E S .  P r o f e s -
s iona l  and  r e l i ab l e .  Cal l  Er i c  a t  
559-903-3757 .  
 
Recyclables Pick Up 
 
KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLING PICKUP - AmericanMade 
Direct /Kids4recycl ing offers  f ree  
pickup of  newspaper ,  shredded 
paper,  al l  household plastic,  glass,  
aluminum and t in cans (containers 
DON’T  need to  be CRV).  Metal  
haul  away and cleanups avai lable  
a lso!  80% return back to  commu-
ni ty!  Cal l  Dianna at  559-999-
6832.  
 
Tractor/Trenching Services 
 
BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST-
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up. 
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Ro-
totilling - Mowing - Scraping - Stump 
Grinding. Call John at 908-1066. 
 
Window Cleaning Services 
 
Most windows start at $5 and up 
-- inside/out - Screen, track, sills. 
Remove hard water stains on home 
windows, shower doors and car win-
dows. Cobweb removal  too . Fully 
insured. Call Nick at 285-1723. 
 

Free estimates. 

©2024 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive at the 
figures given at the bottom and right-
hand columns of the diagram by fol-
lowing the arithmetic signs in the order 
they are given (that is, from left to right 
and top to bottom). Use only the num-
bers below the diagram to complete its 
blank squares and use each of the nine 
numbers only once.

36754 AVE. 12 •  660-5262

Specializing in AUTO ACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

6/24

“We’ve got your back” 
 

D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing 
Sports Physicals only $35!

TO ADVERTISE call 559-645-0634

• "Use a bandanna to strain coffee if 
you've accidentally had a filter bust. It 
works. I first used this tip when camp-
ing, but I have used it at home, too. 
The coffee goes through it faster than a 
paper filter, which is fine when it's al-
ready brewed, since you lose less 
heat." -- T.R. in Arkansas 
• Recycling notes: Cardboard that's greasy or food-caked is just not re-
cyclable. It's trash. On the plus side, your glass jars don't have to be 
perfectly clean, nor your cans crushed, in order to take them to the re-
cycling center or drop curbside if your community has a plan in place.  
• "To freshen stuffed animals, dampen a cloth with a solution of 1 cup 
vinegar and 3 cups water. Wipe outside fur thoroughly, being careful 
not to soak. Secure in a delicates bag or tie inside a pillowcase, then 
put in a dryer at low heat until completely dry. Adding a fabric softener 
sheet for the final five minutes is nice, too." -- D.W. in Oklahoma 
• Wonderful tip from Fibrenew, a leather, vinyl and plastics refurbish-
ing specialist, on what to do if you get ink on your leather car seats: 
"DON'T use dish soap or hair spray to remove the marks. The degreas-
ing agents in dish soap can permanently degloss and damage the top 
coating on the leather surface. Hair spray, another commonly recom-
mended remedy, has alcohol in it and will ruin the surface coating on 
your leather." Use a special leather-cleaning kit instead, or contact a 
local professional to fix it for you. 
• "Remove tea stains from your teapot with a few drops of bleach added 
to a pot of hot water. Let sit for five or so minutes, then swish with a 
brush. Most tea stains will come right out. Be sure to rinse well." -- 
A.A. in Florida 

Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip,  
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803 

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.  
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Home conditions still demand attention. Also, keep an open 
mind about a sudden question of trust involving a close friend. All the facts are not yet in. 
 
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Travel begins to dominate your sign as spring gives way to 
summer. Make plans carefully to avoid potential problems during the first half of June. 
 
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) A romantic Libra sets a challenge that your "sensible" side 
might question, but your idealistic self finds the prospect too intriguing to resist. The choice 
is yours. 
 
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Those tense times in your personal life are just about over. 
Concentrate on reaffirming relationships. Your love for travel opens up a surprising new 
opportunity. 
 
LEO (July 23 to August 22) The Big Cat usually loves to be in the center of things. But this 
week, it might be wiser to watch and learn from the sidelines. A Pisces wants to make you 
purr. 
 
VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) "New" is your watchword this week. Be open to new 
ideas, both on the job and in your personal life. A romantic Aries or Sagittarian beckons. 
 
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Some difficult family decisions have to be faced, but 
be sure to get more facts before you act. Also, be careful not to neglect your health during 
this trying time. 
 
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) You still need to support a loved one through a 
difficult time. Meanwhile, things continue to work out to your benefit in the workplace. 
 
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Aspects continue to favor expanding 
social opportunities. A Gemini reaches out to offer a chance for reestablishing a once-close 
relationship. 
 
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) There's a potential for misunderstandings in 
both your job and your personal life. A full explanation of your intentions helps smooth 
things over. 
 
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) You might be feeling restless on the job, but delay 
making any major moves until all the facts are in. Meanwhile, a Scorpio has a surprising 
revelation. 
 
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Your business sense works to your advantage as you sort 
through the possibilities that are opening up. A Libra is Cupid's best bet for your romantic 
prospects. 
 

©2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

You have a gift for being open-minded about people. This helps 
you make friends easily. You do very well in public service.

Born this Week

ADS 

LOGOS 

PR 

MARKETING

645-0634
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Click on “Local News” at 

1. TELEVISION: What subject does Walter 
White teach at the beginning of "Breaking 
Bad"? 2. GEOGRAPHY: Which three coun-
tries make up the Baltic states in Europe? 3. 
MUSIC: What is the title of The Beatles' first 
album? 4. LITERATURE: Prince Edward Is-
land is the inspiration for which novel series? 
5. HISTORY: Which Roman emperor built a 
wall across northern England to deter in-
vaders? 6. MOVIES: Which movie first fea-
tured the character Lisbeth Salander? 7. 
ASTRONOMY: The asteroid belt lies be-
tween which two planets in our solar system? 
8. U.S. STATES: Which state's coast was 
dubbed the "Graveyard of the Atlantic" be-
cause so many ships wrecked there? 9. FOOD 
& DRINK: What does the term "a la carte" 
mean? 10. SCIENCE: What is the process 
called when a gas changes into a liquid?

1. Chemistry. 
2. Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. 
3. "Please Please Me." 
4. "Anne of Green Gables." 
5. Hadrian. 
6. "The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo." 
7. Jupiter and Mars. 
8. North Carolina. 
9. According to the menu. 
10. Condensation.

TRIVIA TEST 
By Fifi Rodriguez

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.
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SUDOKU
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CALL 645-0634
The Independent 
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