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Click on “Local News” at

In the summer of 2002, shortly before
I was elected to Congress, I sat through an
eye-opening meeting with representatives
from the Natural Resources Defense Coun-
cil and several local environmental activist
groups. Hoping to convince me to support
various water restrictions, they argued that
San Joaquin Valley farmers should stop
growing alfalfa and cotton in order to save
water — though they allowed that the

planting of high-value crops such as al-
monds could continue.

Then, as our discussion turned to the
groups' overall vision for the San Joaquin
Valley, they told me something astonish-
ing: Their goal was to remove 1.3 million
acres of farmland from production. They
showed me maps that laid out their whole
plan: From Merced all the way down to
Bakersfield, and on the entire west side of

the Valley as well as part of the east side,
productive agriculture would end and the
land would return to some ideal state of
nature. I was stunned by the vicious au-
dacity of their goal — and I quickly
learned how dedicated they were to real-
izing it.

How to Steal Water
and Get Away With It

For decades, extreme environmental-
ists have pursued this goal in California
with relentless determination. The method
they have used to depopulate the targeted
land — water deprivation — has been
ruthless and effective.

Much of the media and many politi-
cians blame the San Joaquin Valley's water
shortage on drought, but that is merely an
aggravating factor. From my experience
representing California's agricultural
heartland, I know that our water crisis is
not an unfortunate natural occurrence; it is
the intended result of a long-term cam-
paign waged by radical environmentalists
who resorted to political pressure as well
as profuse lawsuits.

Working in cooperation with sympa-
thetic judges and friendly federal and state
officials, environmental groups have gone
to extreme lengths to deprive the San
Joaquin Valley, the heart of much of the
U.S. agricultural production, of much-
needed water. Consider the following ac-

tions they took:
The Central Valley Project Improve-

ment Act: Backed by the NRDC, Sierra
Club and other extreme environmental
groups, large Democratic majorities in
Congress passed the CVPIA in 1992 after
attaching it to a must-pass public lands
bill. The act stipulated that 800,000 acre-
feet of water — or 260 billion gallons —
on the Valley's west side had to be diverted
annually to environmental causes, with an
additional 400,000 acre-feet later being di-
verted annually to wildlife refuges.

Smelt and salmon biological opin-
ions: Lawsuits filed by the NRDC and
similar organizations forced the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service and the National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service to issue, respec-
tively, biological opinions on smelt (in
2008) and on salmon (in 2009). These
opinions virtually ended operation of the
Jones and Banks pumping plants — the
two major pumping stations that move San
Joaquin River Delta water — and resulted
in massive diversions of water for envi-
ronmental purposes.

The San Joaquin River Settlement:
After nearly two decades of litigation re-
lated to a lawsuit filed in 1988 by the Na-
tional Resources Defense Council, Sierra
Club and other environmental groups, San

Please see NUNES on P. 3

The County of Madera, City of
Madera and City of Chowchilla have es-
tablished the following locations as Cool-
ing Centers during times of extreme
summer heat. The Centers will be open the
days and times of the week as indicated on
the list provided below. Other Centers may
be opened on an “as needed” basis and will
be announced through the Madera County
Sheriff’s Office. Centers are closed on hol-
idays unless otherwise indicated.

COOLING CENTER SITES
MADERA COUNTY

Madera Ranchos:
Ranchos/Hills Senior Center
37739 Berkshire Drive
Madera, CA
559-645-4864
Monday – Friday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Coarsegold:
Coarsegold Community Center
35540 Highway 41
Coarsegold, CA 93614
559-683-7953
Monday – Friday 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Yosemite Lakes Park Clubhouse
30250 Yosemite Springs Parkway
Coarsegold, CA 93614
559-658-7466
Daily 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Water Available Monday – Friday
8 a.m. – 5 p.m. Clubhouse Office Hours

Oakhurst:
Sierra Senior Center
49111 Cinder Lane
Oakhurst, CA 93644
559-658-2200
Monday – Friday 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.

North Fork:
Grace Community Church
56442 Road 200
North Fork, CA
93643
559-877-2346
Monday – Friday
10 a.m. – 1 p.m.

County Cooling Centers for 2015

Please see COOLING on P. 10

Madera County District 1 Supervisor
Brett Frazier is conducting a Town Hall
Meeting for residents of the Madera Ran-
chos, Bonadelle Ranchos and Rolling
Hills areas on Tuesday, June 30 from 6 –
8 p.m. at Ranchos Middle School at 12455
Road 35 ½ in the Ranchos.

On hand will be Phil Pierre to give an
update of the Root Creek Water District
and Timothy Jones will offer an update on
the status of the new Riverstone Commu-

nity at Avenue 12 and Highway 41.
Madera Irrigation District will pro-

vide an overview by Thomas Greci and
there will be updates on Water-Solid
Waste-Road-Storm Water Quality Issues
by speakers Johannes J. Hoevertsz,
Ahmad Alkhayyat, Jared Carter, Julia
Berry Terzakis, MLJ-LLC, and from
Justin Raymond with Redrock Environ-
mental Group.

Call 559-662-6010 for more information.

Ranchos Set for County Town Hall

Thanks to the generous donations of the community, the 2015 Sober Grad Committee
was able to put on a Hollywood experience for our graduating seniors. The 92 attendees en-
joyed inflatables donated by All For Fun and a food area overflowing with donations from
Pizza Factory, Chase’s Chop Shop, Madera Produce, Pete & Maria’s, Sal’s Restaurant and
Branch & Vine. Desserts were also donated by Dough-Ray-Me Bakery, Subway and the
Hallert family. Thanks to SEMCU and Igal Treibatch, a DJ and photo booth were also pro-
vided that night. The graduates were entertained by Brian Parks Comedy/Hypnosis Show
and later enjoyed some “Minute to Win It” games run by previous graduates.

There was a live auction and drawings for gifts that were provided by community
members, including a $100 VISA gift card provided by Fire Station 19 and one for
$250 from the Madera County Fire Explorers.

2015 Liberty Sober Grad a Success
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Joaquin Valley agriculture organizations
agreed to a settlement in 2006, later ap-
proved by a Democratic Congress and
signed into law by President Obama. The
settlement created the San Joaquin River
Restoration Program. The program, which
aims to create salmon runs along the San
Joaquin River, required major new water
diversions from Valley communities. De-

spite warnings from me and other Califor-
nia Republicans, agriculture groups
naively approved the settlement based on
false promises by the settlement's support-
ers that Valley water supplies would even-
tually be restored at some future,
unspecified date.

Groundwater regulation: In Septem-
ber 2014, California Gov. Jerry Brown ap-
proved regulations requiring that water
basins implement plans to achieve

"groundwater sustainability" — essentially
limiting how much water locals can use
from underground storage supplies. But
these pumping restrictions, slated to take
effect over the next decade, will reduce ac-
cess to what has become the final water
source for many Valley communities,
which have increasingly turned to ground-
water pumping as their surface water sup-
plies were drastically cut.

A Litany of Hypocrisy

As radical groups have pursued this
campaign to dry up the San Joaquin Val-
ley, it's worth noting some of their stunning
contradictions, hypocrisies, fallacies and
failures:

"There's not enough water in Cali-
fornia": Environmentalists often claim
that the California water crisis stems from
the state not having enough water to sat-

Please see NUNES on P. 13

NUNES cont. from P. 2

NowServing YOUfor MOREHOURS6/15

3VFeed.com • facebook.com/3VFeed • Quality & Customer Service is Our Motto • 3VFeed.com

3VFeed.com • facebook.com/3VFeed • Quality & Customer Service is Our Motto • 3VFeed.com
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Current Hay Prices per Bale • We have NEW HAY available NOW!

Orchard Grass (Oregon hay)......................................
Timothy Grass (Oregon hay).......................................
Forage Hay (heavy bales) .........................................
Alfalfa ...................................................................
Oat Hay (heavy bales) .................................................
Wheat Hay ...........................................................
Straw .....................................................................

$21.99
$18.99
$15.49
$14.75 (and up)
$13.99
$12.99 (and up)
$ 8.99

3V Feed is your premier hay supplier!
Quality & Customer Service is Our Motto

We Deliver -- Ask About Our Volume Discounts

(All hay prices per bale and subject to change)

Summer Hours: Monday-Saturday 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.; Sunday 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Madera Ranchos We are YOUR Store!

All STOCK
TANKS

Ready for SUMMER?

$395/ton

Alfalfa
Cubes

70 LB. Bags

all prices exp. 7/31/15
except where noted and
are subject to change

No jingles at 3-V Feed, just the BEST SERVICE and BEST PRICES around!

NEW CHICK DELIVERIES EVERY

THURSDAY & FRIDAY ONLY

with purchase of a 50 LB bag of CHICK STARTER
* Thursday & Friday ONLY

4 FREE CHICKS*
We Still Have Chicks!

BUY 3 GET 1
FREE15% OFF
Horse De-Wormer

ALL
Fly Masks

10% OFF
w/this coupon

$16.99
Make 3-V FEED your SHOW SUPPLY Destination!

50 LB. BAG

Ivermax

Don’t forget - you still get 2%CASHBACK on ALL purchases

Lower prices than the competition AND cash back!

with your 3-V FEED REWARDS CARD©

2%CASHBACKwithyour3-VFEEDREWARDSCARD©

For example, if you buy alfalfa at the already lowest price of $15.85

per bale, your 3-V Feed Rewards Card© gives you an ADDITONAL 2

percent off. Take $15.85 x 2 percent = 32¢ so NOW you can buy your

alfalfa for only $15.53 per bale. No one else does that!

4th of July

SALE!
Huge 1-DAY SALE 7-4-15

8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

All NUTRENA Show Hog Feed
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WIN FREE PROPANE!

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________
Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2015. Delivery must be by August 31, 2015.

Must be a Valley Propane customer.

WIN 125 GALLONS OF PROPANE

MMAAIILL  TTOO::  VVaalllleeyy  PPrrooppaannee  ••  3377222211  AAvvee..  1122  ##11DD
MMaaddeerraa,,  CCAA  9933663366

6/
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Letters
Dear Editor:

Supervisor Farinelli may not be your dis-
trict’s supervisor, but I’m sure that you realize
that his vote, along with all others, affects us all
in Madera County.

Let’s face it, smooth, glib, slick and al-
ways diplomatic are not terms easily applied to
Rick’s plain talking yet thoughtful style. Au-
thentic, honest, helpful, energetic, principled,
generous, courageous and loyal are a few
terms which do easily come to mind in con-
sideration for his deeds on behalf of Madera
County as a whole during the past three years.
He has not only been on the right side but on
the forefront of the major issues of gang vio-
lence, veterans affairs, forest management,
personal property rights, water, agriculture and
the unalienable constitutional rights of human
beings.

He is as personally involved with state
and federal issues affecting our county as he
is on the local issues. He has never wavered
nor vacillated in his opposition to the illegal
High Speed Rail and rural fire fee schemes
perpetrated by Governor Brown and his like.
He has always promoted self-reliance over en-
titlements as the only proven path to self-re-
spect and prosperity. You may not always
agree with Rick’s approach but you will never
have to guess from which direction he is com-
ing. That alone puts Rick Farinelli head and
shoulders above the pretenders. He has earned
your support in 2016.

Ray A. Krause, Jr.
O’Neals, CA

Dear Editor: 
This is an open letter to Kathleen Crump-

ton:

Dear Mrs. Crumpton:
Recently I was cleaning out a stack of old

newspapers and came across the September,
2010 issue of the Ranchos Independent. In this
issue, you and five other candidates were
being interviewed on why you would make
the best G.V.U.S.D. board of trustee member.
I would like to remind you of the questions
asked, and I’ll highlight your responses:

1. “What’s your motivation behind want-
ing to be a GVUSD School Board member?”

Your response: It is widely believed that
often the voices of parents fall on deaf ears in
the board level.

2. “What makes you uniquely qualified
to be our next GVUSD School Board mem-
ber?”

Your response: It is important that board
members interact with the very people who
placed them on the board before they make a
decision.

3. “What is the GVUSD NOT doing right
now that you think it should?”

Your response: It is important that fami-
lies have a voice in this district and their sug-
gestions are visible in the final decisions that
are made.

4. “If you were outvoted at a meeting,
would you be able to fully offer support to the
majority’s decision, even if you were dead-set
against it?”

Your response: We do not always get our
way in life and being a team player is some-
thing we all have to learn throughout our lives
… decisions have to be supported because the
board is not run by one person it is a team ef-
fort.

5. “How will the schools of the Madera
Ranchos be different at the end of your term?”

Your response: At the end of my term,
families will have been properly represented
and listened to. It is important for families to
know their voice is heard. It is my intention to
make that happen. I also expect that during my
term as board member, when the community

Please see LETTERS on P. 14

6/15
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By Rich Lowry

Every time Hillary Clinton makes
a left-wing policy pronouncement, it is,
in effect, another eulogy marking the
death of the coalition and style of poli-
tics that twice made her husband presi-
dent.

Bill Clinton got elected by peeling
off working-class whites and suburban-
ites from the Republican Party, while
holding traditional Democratic voters.
He made significant geographic in-
roads, winning a handful of Southern
states both in 1992 and in his 1996 re-
election, when he narrowly won the
popular vote in the region as a whole.

This is all very interesting, but the
Clinton coalition is rusty and up on
blocks in some overgrown backyard
like the El Camino pickup he once
boasted about. And Hillary knows it.

Who is pushing Hillary to the left?
Hillary is. It's sheer electoral necessity.

As Sean Trende of the website Re-
alClearPolitics puts it, President
Barack Obama has narrowed but deep-
ened the Clinton coalition.

He blew the doors off it among
base Democratic voters. As Philip
Klein of the Washington Examiner
points out, Democrats had won the 18-
to 24-year-old vote by 11.5 points on
average and the 25- to 29-year-olds by
about 7 points on average from 1992 to
2004. Obama won those groups by

more than 30 points in 2008 and 20
points in 2012.

He outdid himself among minori-
ties, liberals and upper-class suburban-
ites. Obama, Klein notes, amped up not
just his margin among African-Ameri-
can voters, but their turnout. Elsewhere
in the former Clinton coalition, though,
his support collapsed, with older and
blue-collar whites continuing to flee
the Democrats.

Even if Hillary wanted to try to re-
capture those kinds of voters, it's not
clear that she could, and the effort
would risk alienating the Obama sup-
porters she needs.

So the question for Hillary is
whether a 67-year-old candidate who's
not a racial minority or particularly ex-
citing can re-energize the electoral
coalition defined by a youthful African-
American who rose to prominence on
rhetorical flights of fancy about hope
and change.

She's certainly not going to do it by
recapitulating the politics of Bill. He
hewed to the political center. He played
defense on cultural issues. He balanced
the budget (at the insistence of a Re-
publican Congress). He touted, at least
after his first two years, small-scale
government programs of symbolic sig-
nificance. He was tough on crime and
relatively hawkish.

Everything indicates she's going to
do and be the opposite. Hillary will

Ending the Clinton Coalition

“Deterring war
depends on the

perceived
ability of our

forces to
perform

effectively.
The more

effective our
forces are,

the less likely
it is that we'll

have to use
them.”

Guest Editorial

make herself a paladin of the left, and
hope to energize and frighten the con-
stituent parts of the Democratic base
enough to walk the treacherously nar-
row electoral path of President Obama.

This is the price of victory Obama-
style. Despite his rhetoric of unity,
Obama depends on a politics that writes
off much of the country and depends on
turning out voters already inclined to
support him. It is less a politics of per-
suasion than of mobilization.

For Hillary, this means the centrism
and practicality of her husband have to
be jettisoned, so what remains from the
Clintonism of yore is mostly the shady
dealings and shameless insincerity. But
she really has no choice. It's go left or
go home.

Rich Lowry is editor of the Na-
tional Review.

(c) 2015 by King Features Synd., Inc.
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A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
• Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
the Ranchos Independent

I have a problem and I’m not
ashamed to admit i t . My name is
Eryn and I’m a people-watcher-
aholic. I can no longer live a lie.

I should probably get help. I
won’t though, because then I
would have missed out on the five
best dance moves I caught at an
REO Speedwagon concert last
week. Allow me to break them
down for you.

The Preach It: This guy may
have been my favori te . He had
clearly been a muscle-head in the
eighties who somehow managed to
keep ahold of his f igure and his
haircut . He wore a flannel shir t
that at one point had sleeves, had a
beer permanently at tached to one
hand and a look of impassioned
nostalgia emblazoned on his face.
Lost in the music, his free hand
kept shooting into the air like Aunt
Mabel at the end of a weeklong
Baptist tent revival. He knew every
word, sang every line and lived
every moment. Preach on, REO, he
feels you!

The Booty Swing: I sometimes
feel out of place when I see a clas-
sic rock show. The majority of the
fans are older and had the pleasure
of being there from the beginning.
I received my love for al l things
classic rock and hair band second-
hand from my Dad. Usually I’m
mixed in with a sea of middle-
agers, baby boomers from both
ends of the spectrum, but there are
always handfuls of the younger
crowd following in the footsteps of
our parents , and then some from
the top of the age demographic the
first t ime around. I love it . There
was one particular woman who had
stepped into her seventies with
style and flair. She stood up and
started swinging her bedazzled,
jean covered groove-thing to
“Can’t Fight This Feeling.” I was
not only impressed with her rhyth-
mic prowess, I had no idea you
could dance like that to a hairband
power ballad. Swing it, Grandma. I
can only hope to be as awesome as
you in my seventies.

The Phoebe: This would have
only been better had it been the
Elaine. Nevertheless, it was a high
point of the evening. She had long,
blond hair, a bright pink lace shirt,
and the rhythm of a three-legged

cat, but she didn’t care. She was in
the zone, invested in the moment,
Calgon was taking her away and
she had zero cares to give about
who was watching her. She opened
her arms wide and let the vibes
take her over, swaying and … well
the only word for i t is f lai l ing.
Lisa Kudrow would have been
proud. Maybe it actually was Lisa
Kudrow, I didn’t get a good look at
her face.

The Dramatic Lip-Syncher:
This is a concert staple. Usually a
girl , most often singing to another
girl . Cocktails are optional. Drunk
on the music and memories, so
fi l led with energy that she must
belt out the words with Celine
Dion-esque arm movements and
facial expressions worthy of a
si lent movie. I t’s not enough to
sing the lyrics, you must fully em-
body the message of the song with
every inch of your person in order
for your fr iend to truly feel what
that song means to you, to your
fr iendship, to the world. Spoiler
alert, last night this was my friend.
Okay … okay … it was me.

The I Don’t Really Pay Atten-
t ion To Any Words But The Cho-
rus But I’l l Sing It To My Man
Anyway Because It Has The Word
“Love” In It And That’s Good
Enough: Yes. This one I am mock-
ing. One of the few girls on my
side of the venue who fell into the
same age bracket was bumping and
grinding all over her guy, looking
so intensely at him I feared she
might eat his face. She sang him
every word like a love poem writ-
ten from Cupid to Aphrodite and
he lapped it up like a thirsty
hound. She really meant i t , every
soulful lyric. Even the part about
being a snake in the grass, always
coiled, hissing, ready to str ike.

I Can’t Fight this Feeling

Please see GEN WHY on P. 15

36754 Ave. 12, Madera Ranchos • 559-660-5262

One coupon per person • Expires 7/31/15 One coupon per person • Expires 7/31/15

6/
15
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By Betty Van Valkenburg

The best campaign slogan ever?
“It’s the economy, stupid” was Bill Clin-

ton’s 1992 presidential campaign slogan. His
advisors knew that the existing recession was
the electorate’s number-one concern. Herbert
Hoover’s1928campaignpromised“achicken
in every pot and a car in every garage,” ap-
pealed also to economic concerns. Some
things never change.

Candidates pander to voters’ hot-button
issues, which usually are about keeping their
money in their own pockets.There’s no doubt
that economic issues go to the heart of our in-
dividual liberty and the ability to provide for
ourselves and our
families, but our inde-
pendenceandself-suf-
ficiency depend on
stopping an over-
reaching government
from controlling our
lives and picking our
pockets to “redistrib-
ute” the wealth.

The framers of
ourconstitution,asstudentsofbothhistoryand
human nature, knew that politicians (mere
mortals, after all) relishpowerand that thesize
and scope of the government always grows.
When asked after the 1787 Constitutional
Convention what form of government had
been established, Benjamin Franklin an-
swered, “A republic, if you can keep it” – a
warning that we must be vigilant in preserv-
ing our republic.

Thomas Jefferson opined that “… the
two enemies of the people are criminals and
government, so letus tie theseconddownwith
thechainsof theconstitutionso thesecondwill
not become the legalized version of the first."
George Washington observed that, “Govern-
ment is not reason, it is not eloquence — it is
force. Like fire it is a dangerous servant and a
fearful master.”

The framers attempted to “chain” down
the government by providing checks and bal-
ances through threeco-equalbranchesofgov-
ernment. They enumerated the few powers
granted to the federal government and left all
others to the states and “the people.”And they
wisely provided a way, though purposely not
easy or quick, to amend the constitution if and
when necessary.

They rejected a strict majority rule

democracy in which, as the joke goes, three
foxes and a chicken could vote on what’s for
dinner and the poor chicken couldn’t ask for a
recount. Instead theyopted foraconstitutional
republic in which elected representatives gov-
ern according to a written set of rules: a con-
stitution.Ourconstitution isdesigned toprotect
individual rights (so the chicken, representing
theminorityopinion,wouldn’tbeon themenu
in the first place).

It seems we are in a perpetual silly sea-
son of presidential politics. It never ends and
neitherdo thesoundbites, commercials,mud-
slinging and those inevitable, usually mean-
ingless, slogans. Remember “Hope and
change”? How about “Happy days are here
again”?And “I like Ike”?

Elected officials take an oath to preserve,
protect and defend the constitution. That
should be their major campaign promise from
whichallotherpromises flow. It is theirduty to
perpetuateconstitutionally limitedgovernment
and individual rights that the constitution was

designed to protect.
So perhaps the

perfect slogan for
every candidate
would be “It’s the
Constitution, Stupid!”

Without the con-
stitution’s restraintson
governmental power,
thepresidentmightact
as a king, congress

might curtail personal freedom through any
law it wanted to pass, the Supreme Court
might uphold onerous laws and presidential
edicts, statesmightbecomemerepawnsof the
federalgovernment, and individualsmightbe-
come subservient to an all-powerful govern-
ment.

Oh, wait!That’s already happening, isn’t
it? We are witnessing Jefferson’s warning be-
come reality. Governmental entities at all lev-
els are ignoring and breaking the supreme law
of the land and getting away with it.

The president threatens that if congress
won’t act as he wants them to, he will usurp
their power and take executive action on his
own. And he does. Presidential and guberna-
torial Executive Orders replace or negate laws
or make new laws, bypassing the legislative
branches. Presidents and governors issue
“Signing Orders” that supersede the duly
passed laws they are signing. Unelected bu-
reaucrats at federal agencies write volumes of
rules and regulations which have the effect of
law with no vote of a legislature. Unfunded
mandates are placed on states and localities.
And on it goes.

Is all lost?

It’s the Constitution, Stupid!

This means it is up to us, we the
people, to right our ship of state. We
must be well-informed, we must in-
form others, and we must take con-
certed action. Are you interested?

AUG. 15, 2015
Save this date!

Fire Station 19 s Annual

6/15call 559-871-9175 for more info

5 p.m.
to

Midnight

FIRE-B-Q DINNER & DANCE
,

Sponsors & Auction Items Needed
Purchase your BBQ tickets EARLY -
no tickets will be sold at the door.

Ranchos Dental Care & Orthodontics

www.ranchosdental.net

6/15

559-645-5320

37144 Ave. 12, Suite 104
Madera Ranchos

Matthew Pia, D.D.S.

“like”
us on

Over 10 Sets on Display
Lifetime Warranty

$199 Installation Special

443311--11331111
SSwwiinnggss  ‘‘nn  SSttuuffff
10130 HWY 41, Madera

6/15 (prices subject to change • exp. 7/31/15)

674-1663
23338 Ave. 14

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

6/15

Please see TEA TIME on P. 15
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MORE Oldies but Goodies

CA #441782

www.chadstrucking.com ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •
HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •

HUMUS •
BARK •

CHIPS •
RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •

COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •

CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •559-645-5363
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY
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Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

6/15 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos
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645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at

We now
deliver to the

Ranchos,
Bonnadelle &
Rolling Hills

areas.6/
15

I  was  t e l l ing  you  abou t  a
cookbook Randy found for  me in
a  thr i f t  shop.  I t  i s  Honest  Ameri -
can  Fare by  Ber t  Greene ,  pub-
l i shed  in  1981  by  Contemporary
Books ,  Inc .  Mr.  Greene  was  a
cookbook author  and food colum-
nist  for  the New York Daily News
f rom 1979  un t i l  h i s  dea th  in
1988 .  I t  was  h i s  con ten t ion  tha t
basic  American food was some of
the  bes t  in  the  wor ld  and  he  pu t
toge ther  a  book  of  jus t  such
rec ipes .  Le t ’s  go  back  34  years
and see .

Can’t  get  your  kids  to  eat  car-
ro ts?  How about  f ry ing some?

Fried Carrots
12 to  16 carrots  peeled.
Sal t
2  eggs ,  beaten
Cornmeal
Hot  bacon dr ippings
Cook  the  ca r ro t s  in  bo i l ing

water  in  a  medium saucepan unt i l
bare ly  tender,  about  10  minutes .
Do not  overcook ,  ca r ro ts  should
be  s l igh t ly  c r i sp .  Dra in  and  l e t
cool .  Cut  each carrot  length  wise
in to  3  s t r ips .  Spr ink le  ca r ro t s
l ight ly  wi th  sa l t .  Dip  in to  beaten
eggs ,  and  then  ro l l  in  cornmeal .
Fry  in  abou t  1  inch  bacon  dr ip -
p ings  in  a  l a rge  sk i l l e t  over
medium heat  unt i l  golden.  Drain
on paper  towels .  Keep warm unti l
ready to  serve .

I  love  yogur t  and  o f  course
my favor i t e  f l avor  i s  l emon.  So
when  I  saw th i s  r ec ipe  fo r  a
lemon yogurt  cake,  I  thought  how
could  i t  not  be  del ic ious?

Lemon Yogurt  Cake
1 C unsal ted  but ter,  sof tened
1 ½ C granula ted  sugar
4  eggs
1 T gra ted  lemon r ind
L tsp .  vani l la
2 ½ C s i f ted a l l -purpose f lour
1  tsp .  baking powder
1 tsp .  baking soda
½ tsp .  sa l t
½ pint  unf lavored yogur t
¾ C f inely  ground a lmonds
½ C lemon ju ice
Preheat  oven to  350.  Beat  the

bu t te r  in  l a rge  bowl  un t i l  l igh t
and  f lu ffy.  S lowly  bea t  in  1  cup
sugar.  Bea t  in  eggs ,  one  a t  a
t ime ,  and  bea t ing  thoroughly
af te r  each  add i t ion .  Bea t  in
lemon r ind and vani l la .

S i f t  the  f lour  wi th  bak ing
powder,  bak ing  soda  and  sa l t .
Add f lour  mixture to  the but ter  in
three parts ,  a l ternat ing with three
par t s  yogur t .  Fo ld  in  g round  a l -
monds .  Pour  in to  a  bu t te red  and
f loured 9  inch tube  pan.

Bake  cake  un t i l  a  too thp ick
inse r ted  in  cen te r  comes  ou t
c lean,  about  1  hour.  Cool  on wire
rack 5  minutes .

Meanwhi le ,  heat  remaining ½
cup  sugar  wi th  l emon ju ice  in
smal l  sauce  pan  un t i l  sugar  d i s -
so lves .  S lowly  pour  over  cake ,
al lowing mixture to  soak in.  Cool
cake  comple te ly  in  pan  before
unmolding.  

As  I ’ve  to ld  you  in  p rev ious
ar t ic les ,  I  love pota toes  –  cooked
jus t  abou t  any  way  you  can  f ix
them.  Years  ago ,  my Aunt  Alma
and  I  would  s i t  in  f ron t  o f  the
radio l is tening to soap operas and
ea t ing  raw po ta toes  and  soda
crackers .  I  r ead  recen t ly  tha t
Queen  E l izabe th  I I  o f  England
hates  pota toes  –  her  loss!

I  can remember  my mom tak-
ing lef t  over  mashed potatoes and
f ry ing  them for  ano ther  mea l .
She would pat  them out  l ike l i t t le
pancakes ,  d redge  them in  f lour
and  f ry  them.  She  a lways  used
shor ten ing  to  f ry  wi th .  I  can  re -
member  many a  t ime  ge t t ing  my
f ingers  s l apped  t ry ing  to  s t ea l
one  o r  jus t  a  pa r t  o f  one  before
the  p la t t e r  made  i t  to  the  t ab le .
The  fo l lowing  rec ipe  i s  a  l i t t l e
di fferent  take  on my mom’s  lef t -
over  pota toes .

Pennsy lvan ia  Dutch  Pota to
Dumpl ings

3 C cold  mashed cooked pota-
toes

1  C  (approx imate ly )  a l l -pur-
pose  f lour

2  egg yolks
½ C gra ted  Swiss  o r  Parme-

san Cheese
½ tsp .  f reshly  gra ted  nutmeg
¼ C but ter,  mel ted
Sa l t  and  f resh ly  g round  pep-

per

by Jean Briner

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
the Ranchos IndependentPlease see RECIPES on P. 9
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Hwy. 99 at Barstow, just east of Island Water Park
M - F 7:30 am - 5:30 pm • complete_car_care@hotmail.com

Factory level and above diagnostic and repairs

We do most repairs on most vehicles
We also perform preventive maintenance,

manufacturer recommended
maintenance and service

We are your local NAPA Auto Care Center
California Star Certified Smog Check

Station • Locally owned and a Madera
Ranchos resident since 1992

We support GVUSD Recall
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Heat oven to 300 degrees .
Place potatoes on a floured surface
or in a large bowl . Work in 1 cup
f lour, the egg yolks , cheese and
nutmeg by hand , add ing more
f lour, i f necessa ry, to make sof t
dough . Rol l in to ropes about one
inch in diameter. Sl ice into 1- inch
leng ths . Press ends of dumpl ings
with the t ines of a fork .

Drop dumpl ings 8 to 10 a t a
t ime into a large ket t le of boi l ing
sal ted water. Cook dumplings unti l
they f loat to the top, about 2 min-
utes . Remove with a s lot ted spoon
and dra in on paper towels . Keep
warm in oven. Jus t before serving,
pour mel ted bu t te r over
dumpl ings , spr ink le wi th sa l t and
pepper.

My mom used to f ix round
steak and potatoes for dinner. That
was yummy. She would sa l t , pep-
per and f lour round steak that was
cut up into serving size pieces and
brown i t in shor ten ing in the bot -
tom of a la rge f ry ing pan or you
could use a Dutch oven. Then sl ice
peeled pota toes and an onion over
the top of the s teak add some sal t

and pepper, then pour in two or
th ree cans of bou i l lon soup in to
the pan and add enough wate r to
cover the po ta toes , cover the pan
and simmer for about an hour unt i l
the meat was done. The fol lowing
recipe is a l i t t le di fferent , but s t i l l
sounds good.

Eight Layer Dinner
3 T unsal ted but ter
1 ½ pounds bak ing pota toes ,

peeled, cut into quar ter inch sl ices
4 ounces sa l t pork , cu t in to

quar ter inch st r ips
1 clove gar l ic , minced
3 sta lks celery, d iced
1 la rge red pepper, f ine ly

chopped
1 to 1 ½ pound beef shou lder

s teak, cut in to pieces quar ter inch
thick, 4 inches square

Sal t and pepper
1 large onion, s l iced
1 la rge green be l l pepper,

f inely chopped
1 can (17 ounces ) p lum toma-

toes
¼ C chopped fresh pars ley
Heat oven to 325. Rub the bot-

tom of a 3 quar t Dutch oven wi th
1 tab lespoon but te r. Layer the
s l iced pota toes over the but ter.

Render the sal t pork in a large
heavy sk i l l e t over medium hea t
unti l cr ispy. Remove with a slot ted
spoon; spread evenly over potatoes
in Dutch oven.

Pour off a l l bu t abou t 2 tea -
spoons grease f rom ski l l e t . Sau té
gar l i c over medium- low hea t fo r
about 3 minu tes . Remove f rom
ski l l e t and spread over po ta toes .
Spr ink le the ce le ry and red pep-
pers over the pota toes .

Heat remaining butter with oil in
skillet over medium high heat. Sauté
meat, a few pieces at a time, until
well browned on both sides. As the
meat is done, place over the celery
and peppers in Dutch oven. Sprinkle
meat lightly with salt and pepper.
Place sliced onion over meat, then
the green pepper and finally the
tomatoes. Sprinkle tomatoes with
salt and pepper. Bake covered in
oven until meat is tender, about 1 ½
to 2 hours. If dinner seems too wet,
bake uncovered 15 minutes. Sprin-
kle with parsley before serving.

Do you have a favor i te family
rec ipe or an o ld t reasured cook-
book that you would l ike to share
wi th our readers? Cal l me here a t
the off i ce 645-0634 or e -mai l me
at ranchosnews@yahoo.com and I
would be happy to pr in t i t .

RECIPES cont. from P. 8
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• Borders
• Driveways
•Walkways
• Patios
• Pool Decks
• Large & Small Slabs
• Stamped Concrete
•Stained Concrete

Marty Owen -
The Concrete Guy

Marty has a passion for
creative concrete design.
Marty has been laying
concrete for 32 years and
has extensive experience
in every area of concrete,
from residential to
commercial.
Licensed & Bonded SCL#991137
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COUNTY LOCATIONS: For more infor-
mation please contact the Sheriff’s Office,
Emergency Services Division at (559) 675-
7770.

CITY OF MADERA
Frank Bergon Senior Center
238 South D. Street
Madera, CA
559-673-4293
Monday - Friday 8 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

Pan Am Community Center
703 East Sherwood Way
Madera, CA
559-675-2095
Monday – Friday 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.

CITY OF MADERA: For more infor-
mation on locations, please contact City
Administration at
(559) 661-5400 (dur-
ing regular business
hours) or the Madera
Police Department at
(559) 675-4200 after
regular business
hours. City of
Madera residents
may contact Dial-a-
Ride at (559) 661-
7433 for transportation. Center hours will
be extended as needed and announced
through the local media.

CITY OF CHOWCHILLA
Chowchilla Senior Center
820 West Robertson Blvd.
Chowchilla, CA
559-665-4781
Monday - Friday 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

CITY OF CHOWCHILLA: For more
information on locations, please contact the
City Community Relations Office at (559)
665-8615, Extension 110 (during regular busi-
ness hours); and the Chowchilla Police De-
partment at (559) 665-8600 after regular
business hours. During business hours, resi-
dents may contact CATX for transportation at
(559) 665-8655.

Activation of the Cooling Center sites,
beyond regular operating hours, will be as-
sessed on an “as needed” basis. In addition,
here are some heat-related emergency tips:

Outdoor workers require special precau-
tions during excessive heat conditions and em-
ployers must follow California’s heat illness
prevention regulations (www.dir.ca.gov/oshsb/
heatillnessoaltext.doc). Children, up to age 4,
people taking certain medications, persons
with disabilities, and seniors age 65 and over
are particularly less able to cope with hotter
weather and should be monitored throughout
the day for signs of heat-related illness.

Regardless of your activity level, drink
more fluids — especially water — and more
than you think you need. Your body needs
water for many crucial functions and dehydra-
tion can lead to serious health effects. Make
sure clothing is lightweight and comfortable
and — if you’re planning to be outdoors —
avoid the hottest parts of the day by scheduling
activities during cooler hours (generally morn-
ings and evenings). Also be sure to wear a hat

and use sunscreen be-
cause sunburn affects
the body’s ability to
cool itself. Don’t over
exert. Stay cool in-
doors by turning on an
air conditioner or
evaporative cooling
system. If you don’t
have access to air con-
ditioned space at

home, please visit a local shopping mall, sen-
ior center, public library, community center or
other facility that is open to the public. Do not
rely only on electric fans during a heat wave.
When the temperature is in the 90s or above, a
fan will not prevent heat-related illness.Acool
shower or bath is a better way to beat the heat
and keep body temperatures at safer levels.

Use common sense. Avoid hot meals and
heavy, spicy foods when the weather gets hot.
Eat smaller meals more often. Never leave in-
fants, children, or pets unattended in your vehi-
cle, not even for a moment. Don’t forget about
your pets! For information on protecting your
pets from the heat, please visit www.aspca.org
for hot weather tips.

If you, or someone you know, may be at
risk for heat-related illness, talk to a doctor or
pharmacist. Call 911 in the event of a true
health emergency. For more tips visit
www.caloes.ca.gov; www.wrh.noaa.gov/hnx;
www.redcross.org.

COOLING cont. from P. 2
Page 10

Over 45Years of Experience• Leathers andMuchMore!

Tailoring, Alterations
and Repairs

645-4583
Madlin’s Alterations

36027 Ruth Ave.
Madera Ranchos

OPEN EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK EXCEPT SUNDAY 6/
15

If you, or someone you know,
may be at risk for heat-related ill-
ness, talk to a doctor or pharmacist.
Call 911 in the event of a true health
emergency.
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The Bookshelf

By Amanda Judd

The Ranchos Library has been
strumming along through the Sum-
mer Reading Program. What a delight
to see all the smiling faces and the
shared enthusiasm for reading. We
have such a great time with our per-
formances and our entertainers love
coming here. Just a note that space is
sometimes limited so you may al-
ways call the library to check on in-
dividual events but we will surely do
our best to provide everyone with re-
minders in advance.

These past few weeks have been
moving quickly and before you know
it, it will be half way through the
summer break. We love seeing every-
one coming through and relaxing,
soaking up their favorite book or
magazine or spending time watching
the little ones play on our amazing
AWE computers. Again, we have
eBooks that are available for check-
ing out on your tablets and other mo-
bile devices. We now have simplified
brochures to walk you step by step
through the process. These brochures
are available at the reference desk.

Come out and support your li-

brary and chamber. Friends of the
Ranchos Library and the Golden Val-
ley Chamber of Commerce will be
hosting their annual fireworks booth
from June 30 – July 4 from 9 a.m. to
9 p.m. in the Maywood Center. If you
have any questions or need informa-
tion please contact the Chamber of
Commerce or the Ranchos Library.

This summer we are having a
Family Poster Contest. Our theme:
RANCHOS LIBRARY ROCKS! Cre-
ate a poster as a family expressing
why your Ranchos Library Rocks. Be
creative and use any items that you
wish. Posters will be judged and the
winning family will receive a Family
Pack of movie tickets. The winning
poster will be displayed in the Ran-
chos Library. Entries must be re-
ceived by 07/09/2015. Winner will be
announced on 07/16/2015. You will
need to pick up an entry form from
the library and it will need to be at-
tached on the back of the poster and
indicate each individual family mem-
ber’s contribution to the project. The
possibilities are endless when we
work together.

We look forward to seeing your
creativity and good luck!

Create a Ranchos Library Poster

Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting

Concrete Foundations & Flatwork 6/
15

CALL 645-0634 TO ADVERTISE

Where can you get

in the Ranchos?

PERSONAL TRAINING • MOBILITY CLASSES
“EAT RIGHT FOR YOUR BLOOD TYPE” PROGRAMS

SMALLGROUP TRAINING •BODYWEIGHT TRAINING

37167 Ave. 12 #4A • Madera Ranchos
559-416-8531

OneWeek FREE Membership
with this coupon or mention this ad • expires 7/31/2015
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Bidding Goodbye to Merle Anderson
Senior Report

ByPattiGroh

I was saddened to hear of the passing of
MerleAnderson last month. He was a long-time
member of the Ranchos/Hills Seniors, having
joined in1990,averagingup to
98 hours a month volunteering
at the Center. He kept up the
membership roster, designed
fliersandsignupsheetsforSen-
ior events and made name
badges for members. He han-
dled the printing and distribu-
tion of the monthly newsletter,
recently converting it to email.
Hewasinchargeof theBrown
Bag Program. He was a great
raffle ticket salesman, too. In
2004, Merle won the “Seniors
Serving Seniors” Volunteer Award. As the
FMAAA Nutrition Site Coordinator, Joann
Blancett in her nomination wrote, “He definitely
hasaVolunteerHeart.”

MerlewasamemberoftheMaderaBreak-

fastLions,havingwontheirVolunteeroftheYear
awardtwotimes.HewasintheAmericanLegion
andSecretaryoftheHallsCommitteefortheVet-
erans of Foreign Wars. He was on the Madera
CountyElectionBoard,TreasureroftheRestora-

tion Committee for Madera
County Court House Park,
member of Madera Masonic
LodgeandamemberofFriends
of the Library. He served on the
Madera Ranchos Water Over-
sight Committee, transportation
committeeandFMAAAAdvi-
sory Council.As fellow Senior,
HelenLowell says, “Merlecer-
tainly has left his foot prints all
overMaderaandtheRanchos.”
When Merle retired from the
Courthouse Park Committee, a

benchwasdedicatedintheParkasa“lastingmon-
ument tohis lifeandservice.”

Ranchos/Hills Seniors offer a well-earned
saluteandthankyoutothisgoodman.Hewillbe
well remembered.
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TrueConfessions

Hello. My name is Brenda McElroy and I
have clutter — digital clutter, that is. For a long
time I told myself that since I wasn’t physically

tripping over it and I could easily find what I
needed in my email, it wasn’t really a problem. I
suppose that’s like saying if there was a way to
search for physical items in our homes without
digging through cluttered drawers and closets, it
wouldn’t matter how much stuff was stored in
them.

Last week I decided it does matter. When I
open my email I want my inbox to function like
mycloset:everything in itsplaceandeasyaccess
to what I need most (at least most of the time).

I don’t want to be distracted by tons of stuff
that isn’tessential,or isnolongerpertinent. Idon’t
want towonder if Imissedseeingsomething im-
portant,or forgot to respond tosomethingcritical
because it slipped to the next page. I don’t want
my kids to say, “You have how many emails in
your inbox?!?” anymore.

Just like my office is organized with homes
for papers I'm working on, papers I need to keep
long-term,andpapers readyfor recycling, Iwant
to have my email organized too. I want to have a
routineforusingtheemailfoldersIcreatedawhile
back,beforeIgotsuckedintotheideaIcouldjust
“search” for what I need. Sound familiar?Yes, it
happens to organizers too.

It’snot that Ididn’tknowhowtodo it, I just
hadn’t come to a point of committing to it. So,
here I am, day seven of a “one page” inbox. It
feels good! If you’re feeling frustrated by or un-
easy about your inbox, here are some steps to re-
gain control.

Purge–yes,whetherworkinginyourcloset,
kitchen, or computer, purging is always the first
step. I started by bringing the emails I had
“starred” to the top of the page and then quickly

scanningthroughtherest.UsingthefoldersIcre-
ated such as clients, coaching, receipts, speaking
for my business email, and friends, family, min-
istryandtravelformypersonalemail. Ifiledsome
of themandarchivedtherest. Ifyouremaildoes-
n’t have the archive option like Gmail does, you
may want to take a little more time looking them
over and then deleting the emails you don’t save
in folders.

As a business owner who sends a monthly
e-newsletter, I’m not crazy about Gmail’s Pri-
mary,Social, andPromotions tabs that automati-
cally sort email, since my newsletter may go
unnoticedwhenitdoesn’t land insomeone’sPri-
maryinbox,butasaconsumer, it’sgreat.TheSo-
cial tabgetsall theFacebook,Twitter,etc.notices

Please see ORGANIZED on P. 15
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isfy its rapidly growing population, espe-
cially during a drought.

However, the state in fact has abundant
water flowing into the Delta, which is the
heart of California's irrigation structure.
Water that originates in the snowpack of the
Sierra Nevada Mountains runs off into the
Delta, which has two pumping stations that
help distribute the water throughout the
state.

But on average, due to environmental
regulations as well as a lack of water stor-
age capacity (attributable, in large part, to
activist groups' opposition to new storage
projects), 70 percent of the water that en-
ters the Delta is simply flushed into the
ocean. California's water infrastructure was
designed to withstand five years of drought,
so the current crisis, which began about
three years ago, should not be a crisis at all.
During those three years, the state has
flushed more than 2 million acre-feet of
water — or 652 billion gallons — into the
ocean due to the aforementioned biological
opinions, which have prevented the irriga-
tion infrastructure from operating at full ca-
pacity.

"Farmers use 80 percent of Califor-
nia's water": Having deliberately reduced
the California water supply through
decades of litigation, the radicals now need
a scapegoat for the resulting crisis. So they
blame farmers ("big agriculture," as they
call them) for using 80 percent of the state's
water.

This statistic, widely parroted by the
media and some politicians, is a gross dis-
tortion. Of the water that is captured for use,
farmers get 40 percent, cities get 10 percent
and a full 50 percent goes to environmental
purposes — that is, it gets flushed into the
ocean. By arbitrarily excluding the huge en-
vironmental water diversion from their cal-
culations — as if it is somehow irrelevant to
the water crisis — environmentalists de-
ceptively double the farmers' usage from 40
percent to 80 percent.

If at first you don't succeed, do the
exact same thing: Many of the Delta water
cuts stem from the radicals' litigation meant
to protect salmon and smelt. Yet after
decades of water reductions, the salmon
population fluctuates wildly, while the
smelt population has fallen to historic lows.
The radicals' solution, however, is always
to dump even more water from the Delta
into the ocean, even though this approach
has failed time and again.

The striped bass absurdity: If the rad-
icals really want to protect salmon and the
Delta smelt, it's a bit of a mystery why they
also champion protections for the striped
bass, a non-native species that eats both
salmon and smelt.

Hetch Hetchy hypocrites: The San
Francisco Bay Area provides a primary sup-
port base for many environmental groups.
Lucky for them, their supporters don't have
to endure the kinds of hardships these or-
ganizations have foisted on San Joaquin
Valley communities.

While the radicals push for ever-
harsher water restrictions in the Valley, their
Bay Area supporters enjoy an unimpeded
water supply piped in across the state from
the Hetch Hetchy reservoir in Yosemite Na-
tional Park. This water is diverted around
the Delta, meaning it does not contribute to
the Delta's water quality standards. Envi-
ronmental groups have conveniently de-
cided not to subject Hetch Hetchy water to
any sort of litigation that would cut the sup-
ply to the Bay Area.

We're from the government, and we're
here to help: Government agencies that
catch smelt as part of scientific population
measurements actually kill more of the fish
than are destroyed in the supposedly killer
water pumps.

Hitchhiking salmon: The San Joaquin
River Settlement is estimated already to have
cost taxpayers $1.2 billion — and it's clear
to me that the total price tag will likely ex-
ceed $2 billion — in a disastrous effort to re-
store salmon runs to the San Joaquin River.

Moreover, the settlement legislation de-
fines success as reintroducing 500 salmon to
the river, which means spending $4 million
per fish. The salmon, which have not been
in the river for more than half a century, have
proved so incapable of sustaining themselves
that agents have resorted to plucking them
out of the water and trucking them wherever
they are supposed to go. It is a badly kept se-
cret among both environmentalists and fed-

eral officials that this project has already
failed.

A man-made state of nature: The radi-
cals claim they want to reverse human depre-
dations in the Delta and restore fish to their
natural habitat. Yet the entire Delta system is
not natural at all. It's a man-made network of
islands that functions only thanks to up-
stream water storage projects. In fact, with-
out man-made storage projects, canals and
dams, in dry years such as this the rivers
would quickly run dry, meaning there would
be no water and no fish.

A Three-Step Solution
The radicals have pursued their plan

methodically and successfully; between the
CVPIA, the biological opinions, and the San
Joaquin River Settlement, around a million
acres of farmland have been idled. What's

left of the water supply is inadequate for sus-
taining Valley farming communities: South
of the Delta, we now face an annual water
supply deficit of approximately 2.5 million
acre-feet, or 815 billion gallons.

In fact, with the state groundwater reg-
ulations announced last year, the radicals are
poised to achieve their goal. The depletion
of groundwater is a direct effect — and in-
deed, was an intended result — of the radi-
cals' assault on our surface water. (After all,
if farmers, churches, schools and communi-
ties can't get surface water, they'll pre-
dictably resort to ground water.) But the
radicals have perversely cited the ground-
water depletion they themselves engineered
to justify regulating the groundwater supply.
This is the final step in their program, since
many farmers will not be able to keep grow-
ing food if they continue to receive zero
water allocations and are restricted from tap-
ping enough ground water.

The Valley cannot endure this situation
much longer, but the good news is that it's
not too late to save our communities. Led by
the Valley's Republican delegation, the U.S.
House has passed legislation twice that
would bring a long-term end to the water cri-
sis. The solution comprises these three sim-
ple measures:

1. Return Delta pumping to normal op-
erations at federal and state pumps. Because
normal pumping levels are already paid for,
this measure would cost taxpayers zero dol-
lars.

2. Fix the San Joaquin River Settlement.
Instead of continuing to spend hundreds of
millions of dollars on an unworkable scheme
to recreate salmon runs, we should turn the
San Joaquin River into a year-round flowing
river with recirculated water. This approach
would be good for the warm-water fish habi-
tat and for recreation, and it would save tax-
payers hundreds of millions of dollars that
will otherwise go down the salmon-run rat
hole.

3. Expedite and approve construction of
major new water projects. This should in-
clude building the Temperance Flat dam
along the San Joaquin River, raising Shasta
dam to increase its reservoir capacity, ex-
panding the San Luis Reservoir and approv-
ing construction of the Sites Reservoir in the
Sacramento Valley. Because water users
themselves should rightfully pay for these
projects, they would cost federal taxpayers
zero dollars. These measures would not only
end the water crisis, they would improve the
environment for fish and wildlife — all
while saving taxpayer dollars.

The Price of Inaction
I warned of the likely outcome of the

radicals' campaign in my testimony to a
House committee back in 2009:

"Failure to act, and it's over. You will
witness the collapse of modern civilization
in the San Joaquin Valley."

That is indeed the grim future facing the
Valley if we don't change our present trajec-
tory. The solution passed twice by the U.S.
House, however, was blocked by Senate De-
mocrats, who were supported by the admin-
istration of Gov. Brown as well as the
Obama administration. These Democrats
need to begin speaking frankly and honestly
with San Joaquin Valley communities, and
with Californians more broadly, about the ef-
fects of idling 1.3 million acres of farmland.
This will ruin not only Valley farming oper-
ations, but will wipe out entire swathes of as-
sociated local businesses and industries.

The damage is not limited to the Valley.
Although residents of coastal areas such as
Los Angeles, the Bay Area and San Diego
have been led to believe they are being sub-
ject to water restrictions due to the drought,

An aerial view of the California Delta in happier -- and wetter -- days.

NUNES cont. from P. 3

Please see NUNES on P. 14
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Mobile
Riding Lawnmower

Repair Service
visit us at mowersplus.us
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You can do it yourself or have the
pros at Madera Glass & Mirror
take care of your window repairs.

Madera Glass & Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980’s. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

Gotbrokenscreens?MaderaGlass
& Mirror has the expertise to make
quick work of any screen repair.

Glass for picture frames is a spe-
cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
a broken one or complete a project.

that's not actually true. As in the Valley, these
areas and many others ultimately depend on
the Delta pumps for their water supply. If the
pumps had been functioning normally for
the past decade, none of these cities would
be undergoing a water crisis today.

And it's a safe bet that Brown's manda-
tory water reductions will not alleviate the
crisis, leading to a drastic increase in restric-
tions in the not-too-distant future. Watering
your lawn, washing your car and countless
other everyday activities will be banned up
and down California. In their mania to attack
Central Valley farming, the radicals are in-
advertently running the entire state out of
water.

Endgame
Many organizations representing Cali-

fornia agriculture, including water districts
and — shockingly — even some San
Joaquin Valley cities and counties, became
part of the problem instead of the solution,
having lent no support to the House-passed
water bills. Suffering from a strange kind of
Stockholm Syndrome, many of these groups
and agencies hope that if they meekly accept
their fate, their overlords will magnani-
mously bestow a few s of water on them.

This mousy strategy, which willfully ig-
nores what the radicals are really trying to
achieve, hasn't worked out well for growers
of almonds and other high-value crops. Al-
though the radicals had been promising them
a free pass back when the groups met with
me in 2002, these growers have now become
the radicals' primary scapegoat for the water
crisis. This condemnation is reflected in ar-
ticles such as The Atlantic's "The Dark Side
of Almond Use," The Guardian's "Alarm as
Almond Farms Consume California's

Water," and Bloomberg View's "Amid a
Drought, Cue the Almond Shaming."

Sadly, the end is near for communities
whose land will be forced out of production.
One hopes the affected families will eventu-
ally find a more welcome home in some
other state where those who wield power ap-
preciate folks who grow our food instead of
demonize them.

But for now, the pitiless, decades-long
assault to deprive them of their livelihoods
is hurtling toward its apex. Meanwhile,
many of those capable of advancing a solu-
tion are content to wring their hands, blame
global warming and continue whistling past
the graveyard.

Agriculture groups, water districts and
municipalities that refuse to support the two
House-passed bills owe their constituents an
alternative solution that will resolve our
water shortfall. Water bureaucrats who ig-
nore or oppose the most prominent, viable
solutions while offering no alternative are, in
effect, complicit in the radicals' long strug-
gle. They should publicly declare which land
ought to come out of production and which
Valley industries should be eliminated since
they have no proposals to steer us away from
that outcome.

The Valley's critical situation today de-
mands unity around constructive solutions.
To paraphrase Benjamin Franklin, we must
all hang together, or we will surely all hang
separately.

Devin Nunes represents California's
22nd congressional district out of Tulare.
He is chairman of the House Permanent
Committee on Intelligence. This article ap-
pears courtesy of Investor’s Business Daily,
where it originally appeared on June 12,
2015.

Saturday, July 4 at 6:30 p.m.
Hot Dogs & Hamburgers Provided

Golden Valley Baptist Church Parking Lot
Bring a side dish, salad or dessert

and bring your fireworks for celebration here!
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Golden Valley Baptist Church
Family Picnic & BBQ!

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
559-645-170012414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos

www.GoldenValleyBaptistChurch.org

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!
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comes before the board no matter how upset
they are, they will be talked to in a cordial
manner and be thanked for their input no mat-
ter how offended a board member may feel by
the comments.

Mrs. Crumpton, what has happened to the
candidate (you) that stated “… wouldn’t let the
voice of the people fall on deaf ears … going
to interact with the very people that put you in
office … the board is not run by one person, it
is a team effort … the people will be talked to
in a cordial manner and be thanked for their
input …”? These are your words, not mine.

As Randy Bailey said in his editorial in
the May, 2015 paper, you have no more inter-
est in what the people say than I’m interested in
what color shoes you have on tonight. Kath-
leen says it is so, your two minions (Moseley
and Neal) say “Yea,” you bang your gavel and
that is the end of it. No thought or consideration
of what the people that put you there think.

One more thing, in your bio you state that
you had a dual major in college, one of them
being Public Relations. Wow! Correct me if
I’m wrong, but I always thought Public Rela-
tions meant to find a way to get along with peo-
ple, not demanding “my way.” They must have
taught it differently than when I went to school.

I don’t have children in GVUSD, nor do I
live in the district. However, I have had family
in the GVUSD schools for the past sixteen
years and will continue for the next four. So I
am interested in what happens out here. I feel
very strongly that the time is right for the com-
munity to exchange these three trustees for
three that will not make up their own rules and
will allow the families to have a say.

I would like to thank Warren Parr for
bringing this to our attention. We need to be
more watchful for the things around us, espe-
cially when it comes to the children.

Name withheld by request
Clovis, CA

NUNES cont. from P. 13

LETTERS cont. from P. 4



www.The Ranchos.com

Page 15

Certified Pure Therapeutic Grade Essential Oils
100 percent All Natural • No Fillers or Harmful Additives

Do you suffer from:
Headaches • Pain • Allergies • Seizures • Arthritis

Heartburn • Weight Issues • Sleep Problems • Stress
Depression • Asthma • Colds & Flu • Indegestion

Menstrual Issues • Acne • Eczema • Skin Disorders
And Much More ...

Tina Shannon • Wellness Advocate

www.mydoterra.com/tinashannon • damaw3@yahoo.com6/15

Then I can help you!

645-4948 or 430-7131call

visit us online at ValleyHealthCenter.weebly.com

call
or
text 559-332-3313 • 36733 Ave.12

6/
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Solutions for: Fibromyalgia • Degenerated Muscle
Carpal Tunnel • Tennis Elbow • Spinal Arthritis
Shoulder/Knee Joint Injuries • Sports Therapy

Got a holding tank to fill?What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want towaste your precious well water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!

6/
15

andthePromotionstabgets,youguessedit,all the
mass mailings. With two clicks – “select all” and
“delete”Ieasilyhadzeroemails in thosetwotabs.

In order to more easily maintain your one-
page inbox you’ll want to reduce the inflow. For
email that you might want to reference, but don’t
need to see pop up in your inbox, you can have
themdeliveredstraight toadesignatedfolder.This
might be the case for auto-pay statements, hobby
and travel info.

As email subscriptions arrive consider un-
subscribing. If it’s something you’re really inter-
estedin,youmaywanttochecktoseeif theyhave
offer a once a week or monthly mailing as an op-
tion. Mark unsolicited, unwanted email as spam
sothatfuturemessagedfromthatsenderwillgodi-
rectly to junk mail.

I addedagreat email toolcalledBoomerang
(available for Gmail and Outlook). If there are
emails in your inbox that you don’t need to deal
with until a later date, you can schedule them to
disappear and then show up again at a designated
date and time. This helps keep your inbox at one
page without moving things and being afraid that

out of sight, will be out of mind — permanently.
Boomerangalsoallowsyoutotypeanemail

and schedule it to be sent at a later time.And, you
can set up recurring emails. Ever wonder what
emails you’ve sent out and never received a re-
sponseto,butyou’veforgottentocheckonthem?
YoucanscheduleBoomerang to letyouknowon
a certain date if your email hasn’t received a re-
sponse. Pretty cool, huh?

One novel idea to reduce incoming email is
to pick up the phone. Those strings of emails that
go back and forth and back and forth while you
andacolleaguetrytocometoaconclusioncanbe
eliminated with an old-fashioned phone call.

Finally, set some specific goals regarding
how often you’ll check email and how many
you’ll allow to reside in your inbox at one time.
By setting a specific time to check email and
choosing to respond, file or delete you will suc-
ceed in maintaining a manageable inbox.

Contact Organized by Choice (because
things don’t always fall into place) at P.O.Box
26152, Fresno, CA 93729, call 559-871-3314 or
email info@organizedbychoice.com. You can also
visit www.organizedbychoice.com online.

Yeesh. I wouldn’t put my face so
close to that. I wonder if he knows
about al l the other men. Well , I
guess he does now, but he doesn’t
seem to be too concerned. Don’t
worry buddy, she’ll keep on loving
you … it’s the only thing she knows
how to do.

I st i l l managed to keep a close
eye on the band who have managed
to maintain a level of energy I envy
being at leas t 30 years younger
than most of them. I t was a great
show, l ike most of the bands from
yesteryear I’ve had the pleasure to
see l ive . What I apprecia te most
about these bands is that their work
is honest and thei r ta lent is rea l ,

because if they didn’t have the tal-
ent , they wouldn’t have gotten the
record deal. Today, you never know
what your favor i te ar t i s t might
sound l ike s t r ipped of the thou-
sands of ways a s tudio can al ter
your voice. Let’s face i t , they can
put the tune in the bucket for you
and hire someone else to carry i t .
In so many cases , i f you have the
right look or appeal they throw you
in the studio, regardless of your ac-
tual abil i ty. But classic rock has a
higher level of pur i ty, more raw
talent because it wasn’t as easy to
fake i t back then. I love being a
part of that , i f for no other reason
than it reminds me of what my par-
ents must have looked l ike at th is
concerts a few decades ago.

ORGANIZED cont. from P. 12

GEN-WHY cont. from P. 6

To quote Jefferson again: "Whenever the
people are well-informed, they can be trusted
with their own government ... whenever things
get so far wrong as to attract their notice, they
may be relied on to set them to rights."

This means it is up to us, we the people, to
rightourshipofstate.Wemustbewell-informed,
we must inform others, and we must take con-
certed action.Are you interested?

Please visit CentralValleyTeaParty.com to
find resource materials and more information.

TheCentralValleyTeaPartypromotesconsti-
tutionallylimitedgovernment–freemarkets–fiscal
responsibility. Visit CentralValleyTeaParty.com or
call 559-412-5056 for more information.

TEA TIME cont. from P. 7
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WE’RE ON THE WEB!
Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.

Get fully downloadable back issues of
the Ranchos Independent

(beginning with April 2006).
Learn how you can add your

Ranchos-area business to this site!6/
15
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1945 N. Helm, Suite 101
Fresno, CA 93727

(559) 222-5437
www.transitionschildrensservices.org

LIC. #107206625
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Foster Parents Needed
We are looking for nurturing and loving homes
for children placed in foster care. We provide
support, training and reimbursement to our
foster families. For more details, please contact
Michelle at (559) 222-5437.

By Karen Petryna

Reaching a sustainable environment
that comfortably supports everyone means
working on all aspects of our overtaxed
community’s resources simultaneously. And
in unincorporated southeast Madera County,
that translates to Southeast Madera County
United (SEMCU) made up of dedicated res-
idents and business owners in the area. “It
has taken us several years of hard work and
a lot of convincing of folks that solutions are
available if we all work together,” said Igal
Treibatch, SEMCU’s president. Initially cre-
ated to meet a state mandate and qualify to
join the Madera Regional Water Manage-
ment Group (RWMG), SEMCU can apply
to the Department of Water Resources
(DWR) and other state agencies for water-
related grants to help with our community’s
most pressing issue. In addition to its ongo-
ing involvement with the Madera RWMG
and the many community projects SEMCU
has been involved in and successfully
funded, it has also hired a private grant writ-
ing company to widen the potential and in-
crease the success rate of winning grants in
multiple spectrums beyond the community’s
water needs.

The Ranchos has been awarded two
grants thanks to the efforts of SEMCU. “It’s
a game of numbers,” Treibatch said. As
president of the five-year-old organization,
he has been submitting grant applications
since 2012. “We’ve submitted applications
for parks, recharge basins, large water stor-
age tanks, soccer clinics for the kids, emer-
gency water for Valley Teen Ranch,
feasibility studies to improve the water sys-
tem, and we’re just getting started.”

Two Grants Awarded So Far
To date, two of the applications sub-

mitted have been selected for funding —
one from the state’s Cleanup and Abatement
Account for Interim Emergency Drinking
Water in the amount of $14,642, to help de-
fray bottled water costs at Valley Teen
Ranch (due to their arsenic-contaminated
drinking water well), and another from the
California Department of Water Resources’
(DWR) Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund,
called the Water-Energy Grant, for
$218,594. The Water-Energy Grant will pay
for 20 water meters for private well owners
to help monitor the area’s water and also
low-flow fixture adapters for every one of
the 4,173 residences and businesses in the
SEMCU area. “The money for bottled water
for Valley Teen Ranch will offer those
young people some short-term relief, but the
low-flow fixtures for all of southeast
Madera will benefit the whole community
for many years to come,” Treibatch said.

Disadvantaged Community Status

Traditionally, for grant awarding pur-
poses, a community’s economic status is a
big factor. And according to the latest cen-
sus, residents of southeast Madera have an
average annual household income of about
$70,000, which is well above the state aver-
age. But while “average” income for a par-
ticular area or group may include a few high
numbers, skewing the result upward, “aver-
age” air quality is the same for everybody.
“We’re very excited about the state’s new
method for measuring disadvantage,”
Treibatch said, “because we’re planning on
applying it to many grant applications for
southeast Madera in the future.”

More Grant Plans and
Agreements in the Works

Focused on water-related projects such
as water meters, water storage, and ground-
water recharge, SEMCU will continue to go
after funding for other improvements for the
community such as a community center, li-
brary, community parks, road maintenance,
security, sports playing fields and clinics, as
well as studies to establish the needs and
feasibility to address contamination and
sewage disposal. SEMCU has also identi-
fied opportunities for education of how to
better manage our water and other re-
sources, “By partnering and signing memo-
randums of understanding with
organizations such as California State Uni-
versity Fresno and Golden Valley Unified
School District among others, we intend to
build a water treatment and reuse demon-
stration project connected to the Liberty
High curriculum, which will also improve
our grant eligibility status and further many
mutual community goals,” Treibatch said.

Low-Flow Fixture Funding
Begins in August

According to Treibatch, funding from
DWR’s Water-Energy Grant for the low-
flow water fixtures and meters is expected
by August/September, but in the meantime
SEMCU is collecting as much information
as possible by asking residents to preregis-
ter in order to help determine the optimal
way to distribute the hardware to conserve
the most water. “We estimated one kitchen
faucet, two bathroom faucets, and two
showerheads per household,” he said, “but
some houses have more and others have
less. And some households may also have
already installed low-flow fixtures for sinks
and showers.”

In order to figure out exactly who can
use what, SEMCU is asking all residents
and businesses in the 93636 zip code (that’s
all of SEMCU’s territory) to register at
info@semcu.org by sending an email indi-
cating an interest in low-flow fixtures, a
water meter, or both. The general plan is to
get 20 water meters installed first, on private

Have You Heard? SEMCU is Winning Grants for the Community
wells, to establish current water usage, and
then install the low-flow fixtures to meas-
ure the amount of decrease in water use.
Those who have already voluntarily in-
stalled water meters and been taking
monthly readings are also highly encour-
aged to contact SEMCU and provide that
data, again, so it can be compared (anony-
mously) to readings taken after low-flow
fixtures have been installed.

Free Water Meter Sign-Up
Available Now

Additionally, those who, due to the new
County Ordinance, are being required to in-
stall water meters on their new or improved
private wells stand to benefit a great deal by
contacting SEMCU as soon as possible so
that some or all of their meter and meter in-
stallation costs can be reimbursed through
the Water-Energy Grant. But any private
well owner who is interested in a free water
meter is asked to indicate that in an email to

SEMCU right away so the meters can be
distributed as fairly and widely throughout
the area as possible, likely via some type of
lottery, should there be more than 20 appli-
cants.

“According to the terms of the agree-
ment with DWR, we have until March 2017
to get all the meters and fixtures installed,”
Treibatch said, adding, “Once we do, we
will be saving 67 million gallons of ground-
water every year along with 238 kilowatt-
hours of electricity and 66,000 kilograms of
carbon dioxide emissions.”

If you would like more information
about the Water-Energy Grant, about
SEMCU, or about how to participate on the
grant writing committee or any other
SEMCU committee, please attend the next
monthly meeting at 6:30 p.m. at the Pizza
Factory on Avenue 12. Meetings are held the
third Monday of each month and the next
meeting will be on Monday, July 20th.
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Hello 93636. My name is Warren
Parr.

I have been an ASE Master Certified
(A1-A8) and Advanced Level (L1) Au-
tomotive Technician for more than 25
years. I have also been a California
Smog Technician for about 16 years. The
editor of the Ranchos Independent and I
thought it would be a good idea to write
a monthly column regarding the auto-
motive industry and answer your car
questions about your personal vehicles.
I have decided to begin my column by
talking about what I believe is the most
important and misunderstood sensor in
the modern vehicle. It makes electronic
fuel injection possible. If it goes bad,
your fuel mileage will decrease but the
engine will run fine.

The Oxygen Sensor
I have replaced hundreds of oxygen

sensors in my career but rarely for a dri-
vability complaint. Most of the oxygen
sensors I replace are because they wear
down and become slow. Oxygen sensors
are located in the engine’s exhaust and
are in charge of "Quality Control" of the
fuel management system (FMS). They
are tattle-tales! Their job is to measure
the unused oxygen in the exhaust and
feedback that information to the FMS.
The FMS uses that information to mod-
ify its fuel calculation.

Oxygen sensors also play other im-
portant roles such as in the self-evalua-
tion tests vehicles preform on their own

The Oxygen Sensor

emission systems. These tests are called
OBDII monitors and the results of those
monitors are retrieved from the vehicle's
powertrain control module (PCM or com-
puter) during emissions testing. If an
OBDII monitor fails or fails to complete,
the vehicle fails its emissions test even if
the malfunction indicator lamp (MIL) is
off and it passes out the tail pipe.

Let me give you a very simple ex-
ample of how an oxygen sensor partici-
pates in the OBDII monitor testing. Some
vehicles have air pumps. One of the jobs
of the air pump is to blow air into the ex-
haust in front of the catalytic converter.
The oxygen in the air is used to light off
the converter more quickly just like fan-
ning a fire will create a hotter fire. During
the air pump monitor, the PCM will mo-
mentarily energize the air pump and mon-
itor the oxygen sensor for increased
oxygen content in the exhaust. The oxy-
gen sensor is the primary component used
in evaluating the air pump’s performance.

Running on Two Fuels
The internal combustion engine runs

on two fuels: fossil fuel and oxygen. The
air drawn into the engine is measured by
the mass air flow (MAF) sensor. The ap-
proximate oxygen content of air is 21 per-
cent. The PCM searches its fuel look up
table to find the correct amount of gaso-
line needed for the oxygen content enter-
ing the engine. The fuel injectors are
opened for the exact amount of time to
deliver the precise amount of gasoline.
The perfect air/fuel ratio is 14.7 parts of
oxygen to one part of gasoline. After
combustion, the cylinders discharge their
contents into the exhaust where the oxy-
gen sensor is waiting. Too much unused
oxygen means the correct air fuel ratio
was not achieved and not enough gaso-
line was injected. Too little unused oxy-
gen means too much gas was injected.

With today’s modern engines, it's all
about the oxygen. The oxygen entering
the engine and exiting the engine is meas-
ured. From those two measurements, all
of the other engine management calcula-
tions are made. If the base calculations
and adjustments are correct, all the fuels
are combusted resulting in good fuel
mileage and low emissions. By the way,
unburned or partially burned fuel is
called tail pipe emissions.

A Real Life Example
Today I was diagnosing a 2001 Toy-

ota 4Runner for a failed smog inspection.
Tail pipe emissions were very high, the
MIL was on and trouble code P0171 was
stored. The standard definition for trou-
ble code P0171 is "Lean Exhaust Cylin-
der Bank One." That means the oxygen
content is too high in the engine’s bank
one exhaust according to the oxygen sen-
sor.

Where did I start? The same place I
always start.

I tested the sensor to see if it was
lying. I connected my lab scope to the
sensor and added propane to the running
engine. This procedure creates an over-
fueling condition, thereby lowering the
oxygen content in the exhaust. The sen-
sor saw the low oxygen content and re-
sponded correctly. Next, I created a large
vacuum leak which caused an under-fu-
eling condition or excessive oxygen con-
tent in the exhaust. Again, the sensor saw
the high oxygen content in the exhaust
and responded correctly. OK, the oxygen
sensor was functioning correctly. It's not
my problem and I can trust what it's
telling me so I move my diagnostics for-
ward by looking for the cause of the
under-fueling condition. The problem
was a contaminated mass air flow (MAF)
sensor. The customer neglected to change
his air filter on a timely basis and dirt got

into the MAF sensor causing it to under-
estimate the air entering the engine. Un-
derestimated air means the FMS made its
fuel calculation based on the amount of
air it thought was entering the engine in-
stead of the amount of air actually enter-
ing the engine. The oxygen sensor did its
job. Many times I have seen oxygen sen-
sors replaced for these kinds of codes. Let
me state right now, "THE MOST EX-
PENSIVE WAY TO REPAIR A VEHI-
CLE IS TO GUESS." Replacing good
parts with new parts will only increase
the cost of the repair. It will not correct
the problem. The proper method for a
quality and accurate repair starts with
testing.

$20 or $500?
Too bad for this customer. He could

have avoided his failed smog test and the
$500 bill by simply performing his rou-
tine maintenance on time including re-
placing the $20 air filter when needed.
Whoever had been servicing his vehicle
let him down by not performing complete
and proper maintenance inspections.
Most likely he thought he was saving
money by doing the vehicle maintenance
himself. Saving money by servicing your
own vehicle is very possible if you use
and follow the recommendations and in-
structions in the vehicle’s owner’s man-
ual. I am here to help you with that and
other things if you would like my advice.
If you follow it, I believe you will save
money, increase the reliability, life and
performance of your vehicle.

If you have any questions regarding
this article, my industry and, most im-
portantly, your vehicle, please email me
at complete_car_care@hotmail.com or
send your questions to the Ranchos Inde-
pendent. I will gather the information and
answer your questions in future columns.
Thanks again and happy driving.
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Alteration Services

Madlin's Alterations - 45 years ex-
perience - Tailoring, repairs and
leathers. Fast service. NEW AD-
DRESS & PHONE NUMBER:
36027 Ruth Ave. Call 559-645-
4583.

Auto Detailing

Mirror Image Mobile Auto De-
tai l ing - Full Service Auto detai l -
ing, also RV's , Boats and
Motorcycles . We use our own
water. Headlight restorat ion. Wax,
polish, cut and shampoo. Call 559-
676-2877.

Child Care

Child Care - Susan Ryan Day Care.
Newborn to 5 years old. Licensed. Call
661-4725 or 706-0424.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room addi-
tions, barns and patios. Call 559-970-4476.

Floor/Upholstery Care

P i n n a c l e C a r p e t C a r e a n d
U p h o l s t e r y - " D r i e s i n m i n -
u t e s , n o t h o u r s . " C a r p e t , u p -
h o l s t e r y , t i l e / g r o u t c l e a n i n g
a n d s e a l i n g , a g g r e g a t e , s t o n e ,
a u t o , b o a t a n d R . V. i n t e r i o r s .

B B B a n d G o l d e n Va l l e y
C h a m b e r m e m b e r . C a l l B r u c e
t o d a y f o r a f r e e e s t i m a t e .
5 5 9 - 6 7 6 - 0 7 6 0 .

For Sale

F o r S a l e - 4 + c o r d s o f f i r e
w o o d , m o s t l y p i n e . $ 2 0 0
O B O . C a l l 6 4 5 - 0 1 0 3 .

F o r S a l e - M e r c u r y b o a t
m o t o r 7 . 5 H P. E l e c t r i c . L o n g
s h a n k . 2 s t r o k e . C a l l 9 0 8 -
3 4 7 2 .

Housecleaning

Housecleaning - Get ready for
spring cleaning. Call Linda or Staci
at 559-458-3248.

Painting Services

Paint ing Services - 40 years of
experience . Licensed. Frank
Kramer Exteriors . Lic . #273099.
Call 645-4113.

Recyclables Pick Up

FREE RECYCLABLES PICKUP -
KIDS 4 RECYCLING offers pickup
of all recyclable materials, including
paper, plastics, glass, aluminum and
cardboard. If you have any questions
be sure to call Dianna at 999-6832
or 645-1048. Funds support Ran-

chos’ Seniors, library, schools and
4H.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Rototill-
ing - Mowing - Scraping - Stump Grind-
ing - Roll-off Bins. Call John at
908-1066.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot leveling,
driveways, trenching, concrete work and un-
derground utilities installed. Call 559-970-
4476.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out -
Screen, track and sills included. Re-
move hard water stain on home windows,
shower doors and car windows. Cobweb
removal available. Fully insured. Call
Nick at 285-1723. Free estimates.

Ask about our SENIOR DISCOUNT!

SUDOKU

©2015 King Features Syndicates, Inc.
©2015 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Classified - call 645-0634

T O A D V E R T I S E
i n t h e R a n c h o s I n d e p e n d e n tC A L L 6 4 5 - 0 6 3 4
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Real Estate
Nancy Watson

645-5000
The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 6/15

A Ranchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top
dollar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109 6/15

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®

Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:
www.davidparker.info

Property Management -
we can rent your home:

www.parker-properties.info

6/
15

6/
15

Your neighbor in
the Ranchos since 1987

Your friend in
Real Estate since 2003

BRE# 01397023

6/
15

Want to Buy
or Sell a Home?

Ask about our
FREE

home
warranty
program.

We Have
Pre-

Approved
Buyers!

Call Today!
Maria

Fotopoulos - Cercone

Ranchos resident for over 30 years!
maria@ossrealtor.com

DRE Lic. #01454566

Office • 559-645-1212
Cell • 559-250-6740

6/
15

the Ranchos Independent

Direct: (559) 364-1000 • Fax: (559) 440-7608
liz@LizKuchinski.com • www.LizSellingHomes.com

Century 21 C.Watson
7520 North Palm • Fresno

6/
15

LIZ KUCHINSKI, CDPE, CRS, GRI, SFR
Realtor, Century 21 C. Watson • DRE Lic. #01263332

The Ranchos is a great place to call
home ~ call, text or email me for any
questions you may have regarding your

home or property values.

“A Ranchos resident since 1985.”

Jerry Eddings, Realtors
Madera: 559-645-1890 • Fresno: 559-435-1890

DRE #00329063 6/
15

SAY YOU SAW IT IN



Click on “Local News” at

Page 20

repair
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR

INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

CRONIN MARINE

Since1964

664455--11997777

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

Jo-De DRILLING

& TRACTOR SERVICE

674-7770
HARDPAN DRILLING

HIGH QUALITY

555599--445544--88006600

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE
TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING   

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

since1970

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Equipment

• Supplies
• Residential

• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial
• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing

Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Notary in theRanchos!
Notary in theRanchos!

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal

Color Matching & Chuck’s Transmission

664455--44447755
Ranchos Auto Repair
+ A/C SERVICE

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801
645-1570

Store hours: 
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

• Clean Up
• Monthly Service

call forFREE ESTIMATE!

Mitchell L. Vick
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

559-970-4635
mlvconst@gmail.com 

Lic. #563698
• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •  

HWY 41 just North
of Avenue 12

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS

All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders

Brannon’s
A/C & Heating

• Preseason Service
• Emergency Repair
• New Installations
• Water Heaters
• Senior Discounts

559-706-1368
Lic. #961690

General & Custom
Auto Service
& Repairs

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance

Weekly & monthly service 

Ranchos
Resident

(559) 645-0634  
Today!
The Ranchos Independent

JEAN BRINER
for MORE sales tomorrow, call

Call Gina
at 559-289-3401

email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Covering
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley

559-363-1851
ranchosbarbershop@yahoo.com
we also have P.O. BOXES  available

Tree pruning, shaping & trimming
Tree Cabling • Tree removal

Fully Insured • 8+ Years Experience • Trained Arborist
559-347-8408 • www.cvhtc.com

477-8371
14794 N. Hwy. 41 #8

Madera
between

Avenue 14 1/2
and Avenue 15

9 a.m. to
5:30 p.m.

• Wedding Dresses
• Prom Dresses
• Sweet 16
• Quinceañera
• Vestidos De Novia

Alterations
& Much
More!

Housekeeping
& Cleaning
by Rosalia

559-514-9816

We clean houses,
offices, rental
houses, windows -
- including hard
water stains
and shower
doors. 10 years experience.
Many Ranchos references.
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Making things more complicated than they need to be can be a problem
for the typically orderly Lamb. Try to look for a less intricate way to accomplish the same goals.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Avoiding personal involvement in a troubling situation might be advisable
at this time, especially since you probably don't have all the facts. The weekend brings a surprise.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) A problem with a colleague you thought had been resolved could recur.
However, this time you'll be able to rely on your record to get a quick resolution in your favor. Good luck.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Giving your self-esteem a boost could be a good idea for the Moon
Child, who might feel a bit daunted by the week's occurrences. Just focus on all your positive accomplishments.

LEO (July23toAugust22)The "mane" attraction for the Lovable Lion this week is -- what else? -- love.
New relationships move to new levels, while long-standing partnerships are strengthened.

VIRGO (Augus t 23 to September 22) A recent workplace problem will prove to be one of
miscommunication, and once the matter is settled, you should have a better chance of getting your
proposals approved.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Good news! After dealing pretty much in the dark with
a matter that seemed to be taking forever to resolve, you should soon be seeing the light at the end of
the tunnel.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) A positive message should help lift that energy-draining
sense of anxiety, and you should soon be able to deal with even the peskiest matter, whether at work
or personal.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Try to control that heated Sagittarian
temperament while dealing with what you believe to be an unfair matter. A cool approach is the
best way to handle things.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Nursing hurt feelings could keep you from learning
what went wrong. Ask your partner, a family member or a trusted friend to help you reassess your
actions in the matter.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Nature is dominant this week. Try to spend time
outdoors with someone special. An act of kindness in the past might be recalled by a person you
believed was out of your life.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) An upcoming career decision could be based on how well you
might be able to apply your artistic talents. Be sure to use the finest samples of your work to make a
strong impression.

(c) 2015 King Features Synd., Inc.

Doing good things for others comes easily to you. You are considered
a good friend, even by those you might hardly know.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk

Service • Supplies • Repair

FREE ONLINE  DELIVERY

37167 AVE. 12 #5D (559) 645-1969

WWW.WIGHTWATERPOOLS.COM
MON-FRI: 9AM-5:30PM  SAT: 10AM-3PM  SUN: CLOSED 559-907-2501

we are a full-service handyman, maintenance and remodeling company

we REPAIR, REPLACE and
INSTALL anything around

your home or business

LOCALLY OWNED!

6/15

ADS

LOGOS

PR

MARKETING

645-0634
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1. ADVERTISING: What did the animated
character Tony the Tiger sell in TV ads?
2. GEOGRAPHY: What is the highest
waterfall in the world?
3. LANGUAGE: Who wrote the book
"Don Quixote"?
4. MONEY: What was the Netherlands'
basic currency before it adopted the euro?
5. MOVIES: What was the name of the
male lead character in "Love Story"
(played by Ryan O'Neal)?
6. ANATOMY: About how long is the
human small intestine?
7. TITLES: What is the abbreviated title of
a veterinarian?
8. COMICS: What comic-book superhero
is known as "The Caped Crusader"?
9. MEDICAL TERMS: What is a more
common name for somnambulism?
10. ASTRONOMY: Who are most of
Uranus' moons named for?

1.Kellogg'sFrostedFlakes
2.AngelFallsinVenezuela
3.MigueldeCervantes
4.Dutchguilder
5.OliverBarrett
6.About20feet
7.D.V.M.(DoctorofVeterinaryMedicine)
8.Batman
9.Sleepwalking
10.CharactersinShakespeare'splays

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

(c) 2015 King Features Synd., Inc.
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The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our next
meeting, always the second Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m.

37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C. Call us at 645-4001.

FIREWORKS
FIREWORKS STAND

for the 4th of July

Get your

at the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
& Friends of the Ranchos Library

Next to the Ranchos Cafe in the Maywood Center
Come out and support your local Chamber and library!

June 30 - July 4 - 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.

6/
15




