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Liberty High Student Mario Navarro,Jr. (right) shows -'_f-“
- Ranchos Kiwanis member Ollia Ridge one of the three Flag
Disposal Boxes he has created for placement around the
community. At the end of aflag’s life, it has to be disposed & §
of, but with the utmost dignity. The Flag Disposal Boxes ‘
create a place where retired flags can be taken, collected - S——
and then disposed of respectfully.
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By Michael R. Flood

Almost 150,000 California voters had their mail-in ballots
rejected for the state’s June primary, a spike from recent elections
even as the state attempts to make voting easier with the goal of
boosting participation and counting every ballot.

California has become notorious for its ponderously slow
vote counts that can drag on for weeks and sometimes longer,
largely the result of multiple changes over the years that were in-
tended to increase turnout but
have done little to achieve that.
Among the changes: Every
voter receives a mail-in ballot
that can arrive at an election of-
fice seven days late and still be
counted, provided the envelope
is postmarked by Election Day.

Yet even with that generous
weeklong window, the primary
driver of the higher rejection
numbers is late-arriving ballots,
according to data compiled by
the secretary of state’s office.
Voting experts suspect the main problem is postmarks on ballots
that came after Election Day, making them ineligible to be
counted. The culprit could be U.S. Postal Service changes that
might affect the timing of when postmarks are applied.

According to state data, 148,241 mail ballots were rejected in
the June election, or a rate of 1.73 percent of all mail ballots.

Lateness accounted for 93,479 rejected ballots in June, by
far the largest category for disqualifying a ballot. That was up
from about 70,000 in the 2022 primary and about 76,000 in the
2024 primary, though turnout in those elections was smaller com-
pared to last June.

Kim Alexander, president of the nonpartisan California VVoter
Foundation, said the jump in rejected ballots because of lateness
is a major concern that — along with postal procedures — might
also be connected to a late surge in ballots in June. Many voters
waited until the final days to make a decision in a wide-open and
chaotic race for governor.

“Ballots rejected due to lateness are caused primarily from
being postmarked too late to count, not because they arrived too
late to count,” Alexander wrote in an email.

Rejection rates have fluctuated over time, but the growing
number of those set aside for lateness compared to recent elec-
tions “does really demand the question why this is happening,”
said Mindy Romero, director of the Center for Inclusive Democ-
racy, a nonpartisan research group.

In January, a group of mostly Democratic U.S. senators sent
a letter to the U.S. Postal Service, alarmed that mail-processing
changes might affect postmark dates for mail-in ballots during an
election year that will determine control of Congress.

Nearly 150,000 California Mail Ballots Rejected in Primary

Updated agency policy says postmarks might not indicate the
first day the Postal Service received the mail, but rather the day
it was handled in one of its processing centers. Those centers are
increasingly likely to be further away from certain communities
because of recent consolidations within the Postal Service, which
could further delay postmarks.

On Thursday, July 23, two Wisconsin Democrats, U.S. Sen.
Tammy Baldwin and Gov. Tony Evers, called on the Postal Serv-
ice to address delays that caused hundreds of ballots to arrive after
Election Day in the state in
April. In June, a federal judge
halted President Donald
Trump’s executive order that
sought to create a federal voter
list and limit who can receive a
mail ballot.

Earlier this year, California
election officials urged voters to
send their mail ballots early,
warning that Postal Service
changes could lead to slower
mail service.

In California, the highest
mail ballot rejection rate in June — 3.52 percent — was in Tulare
County, in the agriculture-heavy Central Valley. It was followed
by Alpine County, south of Lake Tahoe, and Merced County, also
in the Central Valley, which both notched a 3.36 percent rejection
rate.

Nearly 44,000 ballots were set aside because the voter’s sig-
nature didn’t match the one on record with county officials. Over
8,300 ballots were rejected because there was no signature on the
returned ballot envelope.

In 743 cases, the voter had already cast a ballot, so the mail
ballot was voided. Other reasons for rejection included a ballot
missing from the return envelope, or multiple ballots were sent
back in a single envelope.

The data didn’t break down the uncounted ballots by party
registration.

Florida, Texas and other large population states quickly wrap
up vote counting, while California is a national laggard.

After the June primary, President Donald Trump seized on
California’s reputation as the national slowpoke in vote counting
to renew his long-standing criticism of the state’s elections, while
the Republican’s Department of Justice launched an investiga-
tion into Los Angeles County’s elections.

There is no indication of any widespread problems with mail
voting, which has gained in popularity among Democrats and Re-
publicans alike. A report by the Brookings Institution published
in 2025 found that the number of cases of mail voting fraud was
minuscule — about four cases per 10 million mail ballots.

Michael R. Blood is a political writer for The AP. This arti-
cle originally appeared at www.apnews.com.

ON THE COVER - Is Mario Navarro, Jr.
This junior at Liberty High is seeking an
appointment to the United States Air Force
Academy. He has created the Flag Dis-
posal Box Initiative for the Ranchos and
Southeast Madera County. When United
States flags reach the end of their usable

lives, there is a protocol for respectfully
disposing of them. Mario is servicing that
protocol by building three flag disposal
boxes. They are being installed at the Ran-
chos Library, Rolling Hills Fire Station #9
and Liberty High. After drop off, they will
be collected and destroyed in accordance

with accepted methods for retiring U.S.
flags. Mario raised all the funds for the
project and wanted to thank the Madera
Ranchos Veterans Group, the Golden Val-
ley Chamber of Commerce and the Kiwa-
nis Club of Madera Ranchos for their
donations and support.

Newsom Called
Out by Top
Fed Prosecutor

By Ross O'Keefe

Los Angeles’ top federal prosecutor,
Bill Essayli, challenged Gov. Gavin New-
som to show proof that California isn’t ex-
periencing voter fraud after Newsom
called President Trump’s claim of wide-
spread voter fraud “false and misleading”
ahead of the commander-in-chief’s prime-
time speech on election fraud. Essayli
shot back at the governor, saying, “Prove
it,” on social media platform X. “Open
your voter rolls and let us conduct the
audit ... What is there to hide?”

Essayli has previously said he is
working with Assistant Attorney General
for Civil Rights Harmeet Dhillon “to con-
duct a comprehensive audit of Califor-
nia’s voter rolls.”

Los Angeles’ top federal prosecutor, Bill
Essayli, challenged Gov. Gavin Newsom to show
proof.

A source told The California Post
that a Department of Homeland Security
report will reveal that at least 278,000
noncitizens are registered to vote in US
federal elections. It is the highest ever
publicly reported in US history, but the
source said it remains unclear how many
of those registrants may have voted ille-
gally and what the administration plans to
do about it.

Newsom called Trump an “old man”
who “rambled” about “an election he lost”
after the speech.

Investigating voter fraud in Califor-
nia has been a priority for the Trump ad-
ministration with FBI Director Kash Patel
applauding the action.

“Securing our elections is of the up-
most priority for this FBI!” he wrote on
X. “If you mess with our elections we will
find you!”

This article originally appeared in the
California Post at nypost.com.

Click on ““Local News™ at
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Kiwanis Korner

Character Counts at Local Schools

By Sally Rowden

Our end of the 2026 school year
Character Counts Awards were pre-
sented at all three of our Golden Val-
ley Elementary Schools. The first
student recipients were Adam Orosco
and Auselia Tempas from Stone Creek
Elementary School. This award vali-
dates students’ character skills and
positive school attitude. The six pillars
of character are trustworthiness, re-
spect, responsibility, fairness, caring
and citizenship. The school adminis-
tration and teachers identify who will
be the awarding recipients. Congratu-
lations to Adam and Auselia of Stone
Creek Elementary. Our next month’s
Ranchos Independent article will high-
light the Sierra View and Webster stu-
dent recipients.

Auselia Tempas, right, receives her Ki-
wanis Character Counts bicycle award for
Stone Creek Elementary School from Princi-
pal Mr. Beyer and Kiwanis member Mona
Diaz.

In both June and July, our guest
speaker was Mario Navarro, Jr., an in-
coming junior at Liberty High School.
Mario shared his United States Air
Force Academy project, which is the
American Flag Retirement Drop Boxes
that you will find throughout our com-
munities. In supporting Mario and his
project, we engraved a beautiful Ki-
wanis dedication plaque to be dis-
played on top of the flag drop box that
will be housed on the Liberty High
School campus. Thank you, Mario, for
your dedication and for the opportu-
nity to be involved in this honoring

project.

Moving into the summer months
allows us the time to review, revise
and enhance events for the coming

Kiwanis Character Counts award winner
for Stone Creek Elementary School, Adam
Orosco, left, receives his new bike under the
watchful eye of Kiwanis Member Mona Diaz,
Principal Mr. Beyer, and Adam’s teacher, Ms.
DiPinto.

year of 2026-2027. As we follow the
academic school calendar, one of our
first community fundraising events is
Elvis in the Ranchos, a dinner, enter-
tainment and silent auction event hap-
pening locally on Thursday, Sept. 10
at Birdstone Winery at 9400 Road 36
in Madera. Contact Ollia Ridge at the
Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
at 559-645-4100 for tickets. Tickets
have been selling fast so do not wait to
call. Your support in our fundraising
allows us to give back to our children
and communities.

We had the opportunity this month
to attend our California-Nevada-
Hawaii District 5 Governor’s Visita-
tion. This involved meeting Governor
Steve Geraci along with the First
Lady, Eileen Geraci, sharing in a
luncheon, and clubs honoring mem-
bers and community individuals.

We honored Suzy Ruhe, a very
long-time Madera Ranchos Kiwanis
member, with the Distinguished Mem-
ber Award. Her continued upbeat,
eager, enthusiastic attitude is price-
less. She deserves to be honored for
her ongoing winning Kiwanian spirit.

Please see KIWANIS on P. 14
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Letters

Dear Editor:

The British rag, er, newspaper, The
Guardian has spent years proving that no
subject is too absurd to connect to climate
change. Here are some of their greatest
hits:

* OnlyFans? Climate change.

e lllegal immigrant deportation
flights? Climate change.

 Earth waving a “white flag of sur-
render” because of melting ice? Climate
change.

If someone burns toast in London, you
half expect a Guardian “journalist” to
blame rising atmospheric carbon dioxide.
That is why its latest complaint is so unin-
tentionally hilarious.

The Guardian recently published an
article lamenting that nearly three-quarters
of British newspaper coverage of June’s
heatwave failed to mention climate change.
Researchers, er, Guardian lackeys, exam-
ined almost 2,500 stories and found that
roughly 72 percent simply reported the
weather without turning it into another lec-
ture on the “climate crisis.” To the
Guardian, this represents a serious failure
of journalism.

Gosh, that’s terrible.

To most readers, (normal people) it
probably sounds like journalism finally re-
membered what its job is. For nearly two
decades, climate alarmism has steadily ex-
panded until virtually every weather story
became a climate story. Hurricanes were
no longer hurricanes. They became climate
hurricanes. Floods became climate floods.
Wildfires became climate wildfires.
Droughts became climate droughts. Heat-
waves became perhaps the easiest vehicle
of all because every stretch of hot weather
could be presented as another warning that
civilization was on borrowed time. RE-
PENT!

Historical context of far bigger events
disappeared. Natural variability became

verboten. And before the pavement even
had time to cool, organizations like World
Weather Attribution were releasing model-
based analyses explaining how climate
change supposedly made the event more
likely. Of course, the media rarely stopped
to ask the obvious question: What else
would an organization named World
Weather Attribution conclude? Duh!

Its entire purpose is to attribute
weather events to climate change. That
doesn’t automatically make every study
wrong, (well maybe it does, we need a
study) but it ought to encourage journalists
to apply at least a little skepticism. Instead,
too many news organizations simply treat
these reports as the final word, reproduc-
ing them with little scrutiny and even less
historical perspective. In other words, re-
gurgitate it. Garbage in, vomit out.

Apparently, many British editors have
begun seeing things differently.

Instead of automatically inserting the
obligatory climate paragraph into every
heatwave story, they simply reported the
weather. Imagine that. The Guardian inter-
prets this as evidence that journalists need
better climate education. A more plausible
explanation is that editors are finally pay-
ing attention to their readers.

After years of being told that every
hurricane, every flood, every drought,
every wildfire and every hot summer day
is caused by climate change, people have
grown weary of the message. They re-
member hot summers before climate be-
came a political movement. They
remember cold winters that inconveniently
interrupted the warming narrative. They
understand, instinctively, that weather has
always varied, sometimes dramatically.

Editors are in the business of keeping
readers. They know audiences eventually
tune out repetitive messaging, especially

Please see LETTERS on P. 12
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Guest Editorial

By Ryan Sabalow

They’re on our flag, but do long-
gone grizzly bears belong in modern
California?

The grizzly bear on California’s
flag went extinct a century ago in the
Golden State. Now, a group of tribes
and environmentalists is urging the
Legislature to study whether it’s pos-
sible to bring them back.

Grizzlies once lived across most
of California. As many as 10,000 may
have roamed be-

Grizzly Bears Returning to Calif?

whether, and under what conditions,
reintroduction of the grizzly bear is
feasible and advisable.”

The measure provides no funding
to carry out the study, which could be
provided by a future Legislature or an
outside group. And even if it were
funded and its recommendations acted
on, it would be several years and re-
quire help from a potentially adver-
sarial federal government before a
grizzly bear’s claws ever cut tracks in
California.

The pro-

fore the Gold
Rush. They were
so prevalent that

“There’s nothing | would
love more than to see grizzly

posal’s hypotheti-
cal nature has
done little to ease

when California tensions over the
settlers tried to De€ars on the beach at Santa prgspect of some-
form their own Barbara chasing rich people.” day returning the
nation, they called — Elizabeth Washoe, a descen- continent’s sec-
iF; thil_Bear Flag dant of multiple tribes, includ- O”d&'arge“ 'a?]d
epublic. : . o predator to the
Settlers sys- ing Maidu, Modoc, Pit River nation’s most
tematically exter- and Washoe. populous state.
minated the On one side

animals, and they
were gone by the 1920s, leaving the
smaller black bear as the only surviv-
ing bear species.

A century and 34.5 million more
people later, Inglewood Democratic
Sen. Laura Richardson’s Senate Bill
1305 would task the California De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife with
creating a “roadmap that evaluates

THE

RAY GUN

SHOOTING STRAIGHT
TO THE HEART

“... PRESENT-DAY
AMERICANS
ARE NOT GIVEN
TO LOOKING
BACKWARD. IN
% THIS BLESSED
* LAND, THERE IS
ALWAYS A
BETTER
TOMORROW.”

RONALD REAGAN

SAYING MORE IN ONE QUOTE
THAN OTHERS SAY IN A LIFETIME

are organizations
representing rural communities, hunt-
ing organizations and ranchers. They
argue it’s preposterous to consider re-
introducing aggressive 800-pound
bears to California’s degraded,
drought- and fire-prone landscapes.
Rural areas, they say, are already
overwhelmed with conflicts with
mountain lions and growing black

bear and wolf populations.

“I just don’t think that our Cali-
fornia today is ready for a grizzly
bear,” Republican Assemblymember
Heather Hadwick told the Assembly
wildlife committee last month.

Hadwick’s sprawling rural dis-
trict in northeastern California has
faced years of tensions over preda-
tors, especially wolves, Killing live-
stock and frightening small towns.

At least 40 groups, including
tribes, environmentalists and animal
welfare organizations, support the
bill, according to the CalMatters Dig-
ital Democracy database. They say
bringing back the state’s biggest apex
land predator would improve the
ecosystem and right an ecological
wrong from California’s past.

“l can see the ways in which my
homeland has suffered from the loss

Please see EDITORIAL onP. 12
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Making Boredom Pay

I was in line at the pharmacy the
other day with nothing to do. I’d man-
aged to make it all the way into Wal-
mart without my phone. | was just
standing there, in public, “naked.”

Metaphorically  speaking, of
course.

No music. No podcast. No audio-
book. No social media. No phone to
call or text someone to fill the space. It
felt like the world was closing in be-
cause | didn’t have a tiny screen to oc-
cupy my brain. | had to just stand there
and look around and exist ... and think.
Yikes.

Which is about when it occurred to
me that | don’t really do that much any-
more. Not think; I do that all the time,
even when I’m trying to sleep. | mean |
don’t often wait somewhere without
my phone. | rarely just exist in a space,
which is strange because I’ve always
loved people watching. | don’t seem to
do it as much as |

by eryn b. nyré

started losing. Nobody planned them or
scheduled them, we just made our own
entertainment from the resources avail-
able to us, whether it was a found ob-
ject, equipment at the neighborhood
park, or our own imaginations. We
spent entire afternoons doing things
that would sound completely ridiculous
to modern children.

Somehow, we survived. More im-
portantly, we learned something.
Boredom

used to. No, lately
I fill the silence
like most people
do, with the little
electronic  time
suck that’s always
in my pocket.
When | was

Maybe boredom
enemy we think it is. Some pretty
great childhood memories were
born out of boredom.

forced us to notice
things. We
watched clouds.
We wondered
what that aban-
doned house was
like inside. We
made up elaborate

isn’t the

growing up, bore-
dom wasn't a rare and uncomfortable
condition that needed to be treated im-
mediately. It was a regular part of life.
You waited for things. In line. In the
car. For your friends to show up. For
summer vacation. For Christmas break.
For your favorite show to come on. For
the commercial to be over. Heck, you
even waited for dinner. You waited for
literally everything, and while you
waited, you looked around, stared out
windows, watched people, even made
up stories.

Somewhere along the way, bore-
dom became an emergency. The second
we have even a moment of unoccupied
time, we fill it with digital entertain-
ment. When did we collectively decide
that every moment of silence needed to
be filled? Ironically, the only reason
you're reading this article is because |
spent eight minutes waiting for a pre-
scription with absolutely nothing else
to do but ponder and observe.

Maybe boredom isn’t the enemy
we think it is. Some pretty great child-
hood memories were born out of bore-
dom. Think of the games that were
invented on the spot with made-up
rules that changed whenever someone

backstories  for
strangers in the grocery store. We re-
played conversations from school. We
imagined what we'd do when we grew
up. Our minds wandered because they
had room to wander. Sometimes those
thoughts led us to jump off the porch
railing with an umbrella because we
figured if Mary Poppins could do it
from much higher, the raised porch
with the railing should be doable. Only
ankles were mildly damaged in the
making of that stunt.

Sometimes the thoughts were cre-
ative, though, and led to spirited games
of frisbee freeze tag on roller skates.
Ankles may have also been mildly
damaged, but legends were also made.
Looking back, childhood boredom was
apparently just unsupervised research
and development.

Today we carry the world's largest
distraction machine in our pocket.
Don't get me wrong, | like my phone. |
enjoy being able to find directions and
text people random thoughts. I like that
I can look up a completely random
question, like ... do penguins have
knees? (You thought | was going to an-

Please see GEN WHY on P. 13
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Organizing with A.l.

My mom is 92 and texts
from her iPhone, skillfully
using emojis. She also re-

members going to Wednesday

night church in a horse-
drawn cart. The span and
speed of technological

progress during her lifetime
is mind-boggling.

In our family, tech sup-
port is a generational thing.
Our parents think we’re wiz-
ards. When we’re stuck, we
go to our kids. Our grandkids
are digital natives. But I'm

curious — with the advent of Al
(artificial intelligence) will
any of us need human assis-
tance going forward?

My son, a software engi-
neer, makes Al work harder
than anyone | know. In his
spare time, he

It readily admitted being
unable to do the actual hands-

on organizing but offered
more options of assistance
than | had thought of. Many

of them focus on planning and
strategy which is a common
challenge.

likes to create
phone apps. Or

There are many jobs

Create or-
ganizing steps

shall | say he . — When over-
likes to tell Al that seem (_jeS“ned to be whelmed with
what type of repIaCEd with Al. | never a room or area
phone app to thought of mine being in needing organ-
create. When that category until | izing, request
Al completgs 2 asked ChatGPT, “How Al to break it
task and gives down for you.
him the next does Al help people get Ask, “How
step, he orders and stay more organ- should I clean
Al to do it. jzed?” out the
(Here’s a garage?” It
money-saving may ask some
website he and questions to
Al created for young families: help define the particulars,
www.littledealsapp.com.) but you’ll have a plan of ac-
There are many jobs that tion with specific steps to
seem destined to be replaced follow.
with Al. | never thought of Create personalized routines
mine being in that category — Routines decrease stress
until I asked ChatGPT, “How and increase productivity.

does Al help people get and
stay more organized?”

Give Al a list of tasks and ex-
pectations and ask it to break

it down into a routine. For
young families, morning and
evening routines are espe-
cially helpful. For older
folks, it might be a routine
for taking medications or ex-
ercising. Maybe your house-

keeper needs a routine to
stop overlooking areas of
concern to you. Take it an-
other step and ask Al to

transform the routine into a
printable check-off chart.
Organize information —
There are endless ways Al
helps you gather and organ-
ize information. The one ex-

ample that got me excited
was when it suggested a
question like, "We're retired,

have 10 days in September,
want to drive no more than
six hours a day, enjoy scenic
areas and historic towns, and
have a budget of $3,500."
Based on that, Al can recom-
mend several trip options,
create an itinerary with a
daily schedule, provide hotel
and restaurant recommenda-

Please see ORGANIZE on P. 13
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Senior Report

August Activities, Summertime Fun at the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center

By Melanie Williams Remember, Brown Bag Day is on Wednesday, Aug. 19 from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
The Madera Ranchos Basket Cases will meet together again to work on their pine
Summertime fun starts to wrap up with the last weeks of school vacation, as we needle basket weaving projects on Tuesday, Aug. 4 at 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.
head toward the fall season in Madera Ranchos. Soon, it will be time again for Exercise Class is every Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Golden Valley Unified students to begin their back-to-school activities as summer Card Table games are happening weekly at the Senior Center. They meet on Thurs-
starts to wind down. Our seniors are also looking forward to watching grandchil-  days at 12:15 p.m., right after our Senior Lunch. And the Senior Lunch Program is every
dren involved with school and sport activities in the coming months. weekday at 11:30 a.m. Any senior can still sign up for the free Senior Lunch Program
The Monthly Saturday Sale is back on Aug. 1 from 8 a.m. to noon. The Treas- with Jaime or Meredith. The Senior Center welcomes Meredith, who is transitioning
ure House is continuing to receive many new donations and our volunteers have for Jaime as site coordinator for the Senior Hot Lunch program.
worked diligently to label and tag new items for the Boutique and Treasure House. Odd Fellows Breakfast is on Sunday, Aug. 16. They serve a traditional Sunday
We appreciate your willingness to donate all the wonderful items to support our breakfast from 7:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. and all proceeds go to local charities in Madera
work with seniors in the community. The donations from the Madera Ranchos com-  County.
munity help so much to keep the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center operational. We have a monthly newsletter with a calendar of activities and events for seniors.
Members can check their email or any senior is welcome to come by and pick up a
monthly calendar at the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center. We are open every weekday from
9 a.m. to 1 p.m., except for holidays.
“The capacity to learn is a gift; the ability to learn is a skill; the willingness to

learn is a choice.” — Brian Herbert
the beart
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CGreate « gift from
Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts

« 559-824-6336
37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

Visit us at www.RanchosCraftersStudio.com
) and Facebook “What's Up in the Ranchos”
A Contact us for SPECIAL GROUP FPARTIES

\ NEVER a sitting fee - Walk-ins ALWAYS weicome | it & Ghafts Studis * Bidgue * Wosd Stemd
Members are honored at the Annual Membership Appreciation Potluck on July 9, 2026 at

the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center.

There are still summer plants available in the Scout Garden for some last-minute
summer planting. We have volunteers in the Scout Garden to answer questions about
late summer or early fall planting.

The main building is also open for the Boutique and Bake Sale. Many unique
goods are available to peruse in a nicely air-conditioned environment. Come and
join us at the Monthly Saturday Sale on Aug. 1.

The Senior Center has many events on the calendar in August.

The August Potluck is on Thursday, Aug. 13 at 6 p.m. If you would like to par-
ticipate in the August Senior Center Potluck, please call the Senior Center at 559-
645-4864 to sign up.

The Madera County Department of Social Services gave a presentation for the
June Disability Awareness Month to the Madera Ranchos community at the Ran-
chos/Hills Senior Center. Attending seniors living in the community heard a won-
derful presentation by the Madera Sheriff’s Office about potential scams that target
seniors. The Madera Adult Department of Social Services hosted the event. They
provided lunch and sponsored a participation raffle to give out gift baskets and cards.
This was a free community event, so if you are interested you can plan to attend fu-
ture events at the Senior Center to learn about our local county services.

Supervise Jordan Wamhoff hosted a Coffee and Conversation Meeting in April,
updating the Ranchos residents about current highway projects and new businesses
in the Madera area. His guest speaker was a representative from the District Attor-
ney’s Office of Madera County.

We encourage seniors — as well as all community members — to attend these in-
formational meetings about our local community and the surrounding area of Madera
County. Seniors can contact the Senior Center at 559-645-4864 to be informed about

when these meetings are scheduled and to learn more about available Madera County tb B I n h Bp B l’I h Bnt
services.

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-
surance (or eliminate it completely).

You can't afford to wait any longer,

so contact the professionals

today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730 ¢ Fresno 447-5815
| e spiss5sY) 36691 Avenue 12 « Madera Ranchos

Say you saw it in

Click on ““Local News’ at



No Melon-choly
Here

(July 2016)

Editor’s Note: With the
passing of Aunt Jean, | have
decided to bring you a “Best
Of” of her recipes over the
past 10 years. Good recipes
are timeless and | hope you
enjoy them all over again.

As a child, I watched my dad
plant seeds for our garden. When
he’d get ready to plant the water-
melon seeds, he’d go out to my
grandparent’s dairy and get a load of
cow droppings (otherwise known as
manure) and he’d come back home
and dig holes for the seeds, put a
couple shovels full of the manure in
each hole and drop some seeds in
and cover them up. It always amazed
me that such wonderful tasting fruit
can come from such an awful
smelling beginning — but it worked!

Out at our grandparent’s, in order
to keep the watermelons cool they
would let the melons, covered with wet
gunny sacks, sit in the “tank house.”
Not really a house, but a large framed
building that held a huge tank that was
pumped full of water for the house use.
Us kids loved it when grandma or
grandpa didn’t turn the main pump off
in time and the tank would run over.
We would run through the overflow
until they got the pump turned off. I
can still remember grandpa running
(he was a big man, but he could sure
run) to get the pump turned off and

Aymt dean’s
Remches
N RECIpEs

'@é Jean Briner

yelling something about “wasting
water” — even in the ‘40’s they wor-
ried about wasting water.

We now have the choice of seeded
or seedless watermelon. | realize the
convenience of the seedless — no

-

spices. Put the watermelon in a large
serving bowl. Sprinkle with spice mix-
ture and mix well to coat melon. Sprin-
kle juice over spiced melon and serve.

This bread is very moist and has
the texture of pumpkin or zucchini
bread. If you have extra cantaloupe it
can be pureed and frozen for use later.

Cantaloupe Bread with Praline
Glaze

3 eggs

1 C vegetable oil

2 C white sugar

1 T vanilla

2 C cantaloupe, peeled, seeded
and pureed

bother with the 1 C all-pur-
kids eating seeds pose flour

by mistake or the Whether your favorite 1tsp. salt
seeds all over the melon is a Crenshaw, as was 1 tsp. baking
patio or ground - , J . soda

but I really think MY Dad’s; a honeydew, which Y% tsp. baking
the seeded melons was my sister Faye’s; or mine, powder

are the sweetest, a watermelon or cantaloupe, _ 2 tsp. ground
plus you getto eat thay are in the markets now. ¢'Nnamon

the heart of the % tsp. ground
melon, the best They can be_ eaten at breakfast, ginger

part. lunch or dinner and a snack Y C butter

I have always
thought of melons
for dessert or

anytime in-between.

1 2/3 C brown
sugar
% C. chopped

maybe a salad, but
I found some ways that may surprise
you. The first one makes a refreshing
summer snack and kids love it.

Spicy Watermelon

Y4 tsp. ground cumin

Y tsp. ground coriander

Ya tsp. chili powder

Ya tsp. salt

1/8 tsp. cayenne pepper

2 C cubed seeded watermelon

% lime, juiced

In a small bowl, mix together the

" Qwner/CEO"
. Madera Ranchos Resident

-

Room Additions & General Contracting + Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting
Concrete Foundations & Flatwork

TIMDEMERAQAOL.COM

(559) 681-8947

WWW.ALLSTAGECONSTRUCTION.COM

www.The Ranchos.com

pecans

Preheat oven to 325 degrees.
Grease and flour two 9x5 loaf pans.

In a large bowl, beat together
eggs, vegetable oil, sugar, vanilla and
cantaloupe. In a separate bowl, sift
together flour, salt, baking soda, bak-
ing powder, cinnamon and ginger.
Stir the flour mixture into the can-
taloupe mixture, stir to combine. Pour
batter into prepared pans. Bake in a
preheated oven for 1 hour, or until a
toothpick inserted into the center of
the loaf comes out clean. Meanwhile,
combine butter and brown sugar. Mi-
crowave for 3 minutes, stirring every
minute. Stir in pecans. Pour sauce
over warm bread. Let it cool for one
hour before serving.

I love Mexican food, but sometimes
the salsa served is a little too warm for
me. So how about a variation?

Watermelon Tomato Salsa

1 % C chopped red onion

1 C chopped cantaloupe

Page 9

1 C chopped watermelon

1 tomato, seeded and chopped

1 jalapeno pepper, seeded and
chopped

Y, C fresh lime juice

Y C chopped fresh cilantro

Salt and pepper to taste

In a large bowl, mix all ingredi-
ents together except salt and pepper.
Add salt and pepper to taste. Refrig-
erate at least 4 hours before serving.
Be sure to seed the tomato; if you
don’t the dish will be too watery.

How about a Watermelon Mar-
garita with your Mexican food?

Watermelon Margarita

2 tsp. sugar

1 lime wedge

3 % C cubed seeded watermelon

Y% C tequila

2 T sugar

3 T fresh lime juice

1T Triple Sec

Place 2 tsp. of sugar in a saucer.
Rub the rims of six glasses with the
lime wedge, spin the rim of each
glass in the sugar to coat it. Set pre-
pared glasses aside.

Combine watermelon, tequila,
sugar, lime juice and triple sec in a
blender; process until smooth. Fill
each glass with % cup crushed ice.
Add % cup margarita mix to each
glass. Garnish with lime wedges or
melon balls, if desired.

Whether your favorite melon is a
Crenshaw, as was my Dad’s; a honey-
dew, which was my sister Faye’s; or
mine, a watermelon or cantaloupe,
they are in the markets now. They can
be eaten at breakfast, lunch or dinner
and a snack anytime in between.
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It's Time to Join! g
Chamber of Commerce ;
§

Why shouwld I join the Chaumber of Comwmerce?

1. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce has the reputation of being a leader of
business integrity in Southeast Madera County and lends my business credibility.

2. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce is a close-knit organization in which
members support each other’s businesses.

3. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce requires financial support in order to
perform its job of increasing the economic prosperity of Southeast Madera County.

4. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce unifies the public spirit of Southeast
Madera County, directing it into useful and constructive channels that are not limited to business.
5. Because | feel an obligation to improve the quality of life in Southeast Madera County .

BECOME A MEMBER OF SOUTHEAST MADERA COUNTY’S
GOLDEN VALLEY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.
REPRESENTING THE MADERA RANCHOS, ROLLING HILLS,
BONADELLE RANCHOS, TESORO VIEJO AND RIVERSTONE.
CONTACT THE CHAMBER OFFICE AT 559-645-4001
TO GET SIGNED UP NOW. HELP SUPPORT THE CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE AND LET’S BUILD A STRONGER COMMUNITY.

Whewv is the NEXT Chamber of Conunerce Meeting?

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our next meeting, Wednesday,
August 12 at 6 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C in the Maywood Center. Come join us and be a part of
what’s going on in your community. Call us at 559-645-4001.

Click on ““Local News™ at
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WWW . FLIPSIDE.CHURCH

FOLLOW US ONLINE FOR UPDATES ON EVENTS AND ALL OF OUR MINISTRIES

INTHE MAYWOOD CENTER | 37193 AVE 12 #3H MADERA, CA 93636 | INFO@ACTS176.COM

e SUNDAY SERVICES AT 8:00 | 9:30 | 11:00 AM
e CHILDREN'S PROGRAMS FROM BIRTH-6TH GRADE
~" 9 | IR HIGH 2ND SERVICE
i ,Fllpsidechlislianchurch Lee Kitchen ;
[ o ® || YOUTH MIDWEEK SCHEDULE
o @ @ Ave2 5

A e JRHIGH & HIGH SCHOOL
MADERA, CA 93636 MONDAYS 7:00 - 9:00 PM

SEE YOU SUNDAY!

www. The Ranchos.com
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EDITORIAL cont. fromP. 5

of iconic species such as the grizzly,
and that this loss lingers in our heart
and in the attenuation of a millennia-
old relationship,” Tiana Williams-
Claussen, director of the Yurok
Tribe’s wildlife department, told law-
makers last month. The Yurok and
Tejon tribes are the bill’s cosponsors.

A 2025 study from a coalition of
tribes, environmentalists and univer-
sity researchers found that the south-
ern  Sierra  Nevada, including
Yosemite, Kings Canyon and Sequoia
national parks, would make one of
many ideal habitats. The study esti-
mated these habitats could sustain be-
tween 424 to 1,713 grizzlies, starting
with a recommended population of 25
bears.

Supporters of the proposal say
grizzlies would help California’s
ecosystem and would serve as a check
on overpopulation of prey. Grizzlies
could reduce California’s human con-
flicts with black bears since grizzlies
also tend to kill and eat black bears.

“The loss of grizzlies might have
been one of those contributing factors
to that [black bear population] over-
growth,” Tiana Williams-Claussen, di-
rector of the Yurok Tribe’s wildlife
department, said in an interview.

Supporters’ arguments have ap-
pealed to the Democrats who control
the Legislature, lawmakers from
Southern California representing pre-
dominantly urban districts. Only Re-
publicans have voted against the bill.

Learning to coexist with grizzlies
in modern California is, “... just part
of living in a beautiful state filled with
wildlife,” said Democratic Senator

Henry Stern from Sherman Oaks. “We
want to live in a California where —
that risk — there’s some beauty in it.
To have that element in our lives, as
opposed to just sterilizing our land-
scapes and our nature so that nothing
else could ever be a risk ... I think it
makes us more human to have wild-
ness in our lives.”

Elizabeth Washoe, a descendant of
multiple tribes, including Maidu,
Modoc, Pit River and Washoe, hears
that kind of talk from urban residents
and rolls her eyes.

“There’s nothing | would love
more than to see grizzly bears on the
beach at Santa Barbara chasing rich
people,” she said.

But she said that would be cruel —
to the bears.

There’s no indication that the Cal-
ifornia Department of Fish and
Wildlife’s position on grizzlies has
changed since a former spokesperson
told a reporter in 2023 that wildlife of-
ficials can barely keep up with exist-
ing predator conflicts.

“Bringing another predator into
the state that we would have to manage
and come up with some program to
figure out what happens when the griz-
zly attacks a human or kills livestock
does not seem feasible for us,” then-
spokesperson Jordan Traverso said.
The department is chronically under-
funded and understaffed. A legislative
analysis for this year’s bill notes that
Fish and Wildlife has enough cash and
staff to complete just 38 percent of its
existing duties.

Ryan Sabalow is a Digital Democ-
racy reporter for CalMatters. This ar-
ticle originally appeared at
www.calmatters.org.

LETTERS cont. from P. 4

when every weather story ends with the
same predictable conclusion. Readers want
to know how hot it will be, how long the
heat will last, and whether they should
check on elderly relatives. Many do not
need another sermon about carbon emis-
sions attached to the forecast.

The irony is rich. The Guardian in-
tended its article as a warning that
Britain’s newspapers are failing to spread
the climate message aggressively enough.
Instead, it inadvertently documents what
may be one of the healthiest trends in
journalism in years: Editors appear to be
rediscovering an old-fashioned reporting
principle — sometimes a heatwave is sim-
ply a heatwave.

That doesn’t mean climate never in-

fluences weather. It means not every
weather event needs to be transformed
into a morality play about fossil fuels.
Journalism should begin with evidence,
not predetermined conclusions, and
weather should be reported as weather
unless there is compelling observational
evidence to justify something more.
Perhaps we’ve finally reached “Peak
Climate Hype.” If the Guardian’s own
analysis is any indication, many editors
seem to have concluded that readers are
tired of having climate change inserted
into every forecast and every weather
headline. Now if only The Guardian
would follow the example of the newspa-
pers it’s criticizing.
Iwon’thold my breath ...
Anthony Watts
Chico, California

I’d die waiting.
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“Real estate is
my life! I make
ijIH real estate

reams a reality.”
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MARIA FOTOPOULOS
REALTOR

S50-6740 » mfotorealtor@gmail.com
Integrity, Dedication, ResuTts'

www.homesmartpva.com/mfoto » DRE #01454566
“Put my experience, knowledge, service and professionalism to work for you.”
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LETS WORK TOGETHER!

My dream is your dream. A loving place to call home
for you and your family. As your trusted real estate
agent, I'm here to guide you in your home buying and
selling journey. Call me today and let's get started,

MARY CHOMPHOSY AVIGLIANO
559.367.7264

@ fle®

@marythcagentofjoy

marytheagentofjoy @ gmail.com
DRE 02093132 Real Broker

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive
at the figures given at the bottom
and right-hand columns of the
diagram by following the arith-
metic signs in the order they are
given (that is, from left to right
and top to bottom). Use only the
numbers below the diagram to
complete its blank squares and .
use each of the nine numbers = . 1
only once. = = =

©2026 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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The Ranchos Community
really showed up
this Fourth of July

By Summer Skov

On behalf of SEMCU, we want to
say “Thank You’ to everyone who came
out to the Ranchos "Ride What You
Have" 4th of July Parade. Whether you
decorated a golf cart, side-by-side, mo-
torcycle, classic car, bicycle, ATV, trac-
tor, or just about anything with wheels,
you helped make this year's parade one
to remember. Seeing so many smiling
faces, patriotic decorations and neighbors
waving along the route was a wonderful
reminder of what makes the Ranchos
such a special place to call home.

This year was even more meaning-

ful as our nation celebrated 250 years of
American independence. For two and a
half centuries, our country has stood for
freedom, opportunity and the belief that
communities are strongest when neighbors
come together. It was an honor to celebrate
this historic milestone with all of you right
here in our own hometown.

I-Dopolo's Pizza, Pizza Eactory, Tree
Troupers, El Rinconcito, Ranchos Liberty
Cafe, Jessica's Housekeeping and The
Neighborhood Barbershop for helping
make this event such a success.

Please remember to support the busi-
nesses that support our community when-
ever you can. Their generosity helps make

A huge thank you also goes out to our
amazing local businesses that generously
donated raffle prizes for our parade partic-
ipants. Your support helped make the event
even more exciting and we truly appreciate
your willingness to give back to our com-
munity. Thank you to Love's Salon,

events like this possible.

Finally, thank you to every participant,
volunteer, spectator and family who spent
part of their holiday with us. We hope you
had as much fun as we did. We are already
looking forward to next year's parade and
finding even more ways to bring our com-

munity together. Happy 250th §irthday,
America, and thank you, Ranchos, for
making this Fourth of July one to remem-
ber.

SEMCU is a nonprofit organization
that represents the interests of the resi-
dents, property owners and businesses in
Southeastern Madera County. Its con-
cerns, among other issues, are our com-
munity, safety, water, traffic, schools,
future parks and energy. We invite our
community to join and help make a dif-
ference for our families and youngsters.
We invite community members to join
SEMCU as board members to help shape
the Southeast Madera County area. To-
gether we can build a stronger, more vi-
brant community.

SEMCU meets once per month. To
join online, go to www.semcu.org for a
link and simple instructions. Or if you
prefer, you can call in on your cell-
phone at 669-900-6833 then enter the
ID# 83632424343 followed with the ac-
cess code 85422. Make your voice
heard!

SEMCU is “By the community,
for the community”

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

swer that, didn’t you? You have your
phone on you, enjoy the rabbit hole).

I do, however, wonder if we've lost
something by making sure we're never
bored. Because boredom has a purpose.
It's where imagination lives. It's where
reflection happens. And sometimes, if
we're lucky, it's where our best ideas
show up.

The funny thing is that standing in
that pharmacy line, | eventually stopped
thinking about being bored and started
noticing things. | paid a little more atten-
tion to the people near me and the con-
versations happening around me. | was
suddenly seeing all the little details that
normally disappear behind a screen.

The world keeps moving whether we

are being entertained or not. Maybe that's

the lesson. Me standing in line picking
up a prescription, worried about my
phone that’s locked in my car 100 yards
away, reminded me that we don’t always
need to be entertained. Every now and
then we should put the phone away, leave
the earbuds at home, and just be present
in the world. We can look around and ob-
serve and just ... gasp ... be bored. Who
knows what great ideas might rise out of
the silence?

Maybe boredom isn't something we
need to eliminate. Maybe it's where we
finally have enough quiet to notice the
world again. As it turns out, | didn't for-
get anything important in my car that
day. What I'd forgotten was how to sim-
ply be for a few minutes, and thankfully,
it wasn’t too hard to remember.

7/26

Paln Plantationl

We also have a wide selection of

559-268-6650

6700 E. Central Ave. « Fresno : www.sagorey.com

Sago Rey
More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

Shade & Fruit trees.
call Juan and Maria at

ORGANIZE cont. from P. 7

tions, points of interest, pack-
ing checklists and even op-
tions for rainy days.
Project management
Here again is the benefit of
reducing the overwhelm. De-
scribe your project and ask for
steps. | tried it out with our
“have a neighborhood ice
cream social” project. In addi-
tion to basic steps, it provided
a list of helpful tips, supplies
and creative ideas for décor
and games. So helpful!
Coaching and accountabil-
ity — Example from Al: "Today
I want to organize my office."
Al might respond with: Spend
15 minutes clearing the desk.
Take a short break. File papers
for 20 minutes. Tell me what
you finished, and we'll plan the
next step. Sometimes that’s all

you need.

Even if you’ve never inten-
tionally used an Al chatbot
(ChatGPT, Claude, Grok,
etc.), it’s estimated that most
people interact with Al 50-200
times a day without realizing
it. Our phones, GPS, online
shopping, social media and
streaming TV are just a few
examples.

If you’re like me, you have
reservations about where Al
may lead us, but without com-
pletely going off grid, we’re
all using it. Setting bound-
aries for our intentional use is
an important component to
make it work for you. (For ex-
ample: | didn’t have Al write
this article for me!)

For more info, contact Or-
ganized By Choice at 559-871-
3314 or email them at
info@organizedbychoice.com.

SAY YOU SAW IT ...

o [N THE INDEPENDENT
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Classified

Carpet/Aggregate Cleaning

Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Epoxy/aggregate
specialist too. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-676-
0760.

Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor specializing in
both continuous and standard rain
gutters. General Contractor. Re-
pair Maintenance. 26 years work-
ing in the area. Call
559-908-0759.

Housecleaning

Rosalia’s Housecleaning Serv-
ice — Housecleaning, handy-
man services — regular
weekly, monthly and one-time
housecleaning service, whole
house clean outs. Call 559-
514-9816.

One month FREE! with 6-
month arrangement. 40 years
of experience in the Ranchos. -
References available - Lupe’s
House Cleaning, residential,
one-time service, move-ins/move-
outs, windows, construction
clean up. LupePrado25@yahoo
.com. Call either of our
LOCAL numbers: 559-710-
0692 or 650-771-2915.

Jeep Parts

Jeep Brake Parts — Complete
brake rebuild kit for Jeeps with

9" brakes. Drums and "Loaded™
backing plates, plus M/C. $250
OBO. make offer. Call Don

Helms at 559-645-5248.
Puppies

Male and female Maltese puppies

ready to go. FREE for adoption. If in-

terested, write me at:
robertedward704@gmail.com

to get more details on the puppies.

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLING PICKUP - AmericanMade
Direct/Kids4recycling offers free
pickup of newspaper, shredded
paper, all household plastic, glass,
aluminum and tin cans (containers
DON’T need to be CRV). Metal
haul away and cleanups available
also! 80% return back to commu-
nity! Call Dianna at 559-999-6832.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING
POSTHOLES - Trees - Trenching -
Clean Up. TRACTOR WORK
Discing - Rototilling - Mowing -
Scraping - Stump Grinding. Call
John at 559-908-1066.

ADVERTISE? CALL 539-645-0634

STOP THE PAIN!

“We’ve got your back”

D.O.T. Physicals « Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!
el
N TN

ANEY

HIROPRACTIC
& rehabilifotion conter

7126

36754 AVE. 12 «

660-5262

the comfort of his wife, Jean, by his side.

In Memoriam

Thomas LeeRoy Kellner
January 27, 1939 — June 12, 2026

Thomas LeeRoy Kellner, of the Madera Ranchos, was born on Jan. 27, 1939, in
Yakima, Washington, and passed away peacefully on June 12, 2026, in Fresno, with

Tom is survived by his wife, Jean, with whom he shared 45 years of love and de-

votion in marriage. He is also survived by his sons, Mark, David and Michael; daugh-
ters-in-law, Catherine and Aretha; his first wife, Delya, with whom he shared 20
years of marriage and welcomed their sons Mark and Kenneth; grandchildren, Mark,
Katie, Peter, Stuart, Scott and Skylar; and great-grandchildren, Owen, Holden, Wa-
verly, Harper and Miley. He was preceded in death by his son, Kenneth LeeRoy Kell-
ner; his parents; and four siblings.

Throughout his life, Tom embraced a variety of careers that reflected his dedi-
cation to hard work and service. As a Real Estate Broker and owner of Kellner &
Sons Properties, he was always most proud of the Agents that worked with him. As
a teacher and school administrator, he became not just an educator, but a mentor.
Still, he never forgot where he came from and would fondly recall his younger years
working as a Sears & Roebuck associate or postal carrier.

Tom had a lifelong passion for horses and western art and was an avid fan of
classic films featuring John Wayne and Jimmy Stewart. His favorite movie was "It's
a Wonderful Life," which mirrored his own values of generosity and love for those
around him. Known for his long lectures (and the expectation that you’d take notes!),

to the charity of your choice.

Tom had an enduring love for scripture and treated his friends as family.

Tom's legacy is one of kindness, wisdom and unwavering devotion to those he
held dear. His memory will live on in the hearts of all who knew him.

"What a beautiful, wonderful life it has been!" -Tom Kellner, 2026

A Celebration of Tom’s Life was held Monday, July 27 at Northpark Commu-
nity Church. The family is asking that you make a donation in Tom's remembrance

KIWANIS cont. from P. 3

Our Service Community Award went to
Mike Fursman, President of the Golden
Valley Chamber of Commerce. Mike is
a leader that gives 100 percent, cover-
ing what | call the “four C’s of leader-
ship”:  Collaboration, Cooperation,
Coordination and Commitment. Thank
you, Mike, for sharing all these quali-
ties with the Kiwanis of Madera Ran-
chos.

If you have an interest in being part
of a group of folks who work to

fundraise for our children and our com-
munities, come visit. We meet every
second and fourth Thursday of the
month at the Pizza Factory at 37184 Av-
enue 12 #101 in the Ranchos. Our Gen-
eral Meeting starts at 6 p.m. You can
also email Sally Rowden at rowden-
sally2@gmail.com for more member-
ship information.

Have you ever discovered the fol-
lowing in your summertime experi-
ences? “It’s a sure sign of summer if the
chair gets up when you do.” — Walter
Winchell

Click on ““Local News’ at


http://theranchos.com
mailto:robertedward704@gmail.com
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Domestic Well, Agriculture Well
Airlifting, Well Brushing, Swahhing
Well Rehahilition, Test Hole

I5593|'" [I?lla?lﬂlllnr'SB%l“ 51-|5624| |

Now Is The Time To
Shed Those

Unwanted Pounds!

DIET
WORLD
MEDICAL

Lose Weight NOW!

Unlimited
-_._,_Concrete

Lic. #1042108

DRJL’EWAYS-S!EWALKS»COMMERCJAL-RES!DENTML
Jose Lope=
559-779-0401

H'Al izc:u-rs

H'S“l r 4

L---------__—-‘—

= Semors Thursdla Vs ONL Y S 1 3‘

-1J sa‘Avs.a 12 #104
~(behind Pizza Factory)

/" PUMP SYSTEMS

674-1663

same day sernvice

TIRED OF PAYING FOR
FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements
vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce
the cost of flood
insurance (or
eliminate it
completely).

Lic. #PLS 5815
Michael Sutherland
=\ & Associates, Inc.

645-4730 * Fresno 447-5815

CONCRETE?

Architectural Hardscapes
&1 Residential»Commercial
Flace & Finish Services
Site-WorkCurbs
Sidewalks*Foundations
Retaining Walls+Patios
Driveways+*Demo+Grading

QUALITY EXTERIORS, INC.

Contractor Lic. #996620
Bonded & Insured

ENGINEERING I

A solid foundafion for your next project
l Land Surveying * Civil Engineering * Consulting

! INVEST IN YOUR

: EXISTING PROPERTY! :
I For a free consultation, visit !
I our Madera Ranchos office! 1

I |
1 10878 HWY 41 « 559-645-4849
I www.bedrockeng.com i

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS
All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders

Sales & Leasing

11822-4500

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos
www.jhsanders.com

Real Estate & \ orfgage Plofesmonals

I\ Adrian Gutierrez
599-363-4968

www.sellingfresnorealestate.com

PERSONAL
TOUCH

Lic. # B0O008113

Landscaping & Gardening Services

Yard cleanups & hauling + Weed control
Lawn & garden service « Maintenance

BUBBA'S

WATER TRUCK SERVICE

7" Holding Tanks
/" Swimming Pools |

Potable Water
Dust Control

MARION POOL
) i:m ICE O REPAIR
_ * Weekly Service
* Equipment
+ Supplies
* Residential
+ Drains - Upstarts « Commercial

SEMCU

“For the
community,
by the
community.”

559-363-9095

Meetings ONLINE « Go to SEMCU.org
3rd Tuesday of the month « 6 p.m.

VALLEY PROPANE
pricee gou can affornd.
645-5324
The ONLY
locally owned

propane company
in the Ranchos

SAND & GRAVEL+ CRUSHED ROCK
FILL DIRT*TOP SOIL*HUMUS*BARK
CHIPS*RIVER ROCK*BASE ROCK
ROCK DUST*COBBLESTONES
DRIVEWAY BASE
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP

TRUCKING

559-479-4113

CA #441782*www.chadstrucking.com

Aleman’s'Painting

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

BONDED & coustical Removal

INSURED

Color Matching

MUJ 559-718-3554 r:gre :%égggrgggggsg Covering #  Call Gina * Locally Owned
_ zoz 6—1 7 559-645-1392 | | callMagAnayaur. | [Mountainfvess == atse283401) | 251.2514 3511605 6454799
P o o AteSE! lyww, ankqualityexteriors.com e 559-718-0558 BubbasWTS@yahoo.com office cell after5 p.m.
LANDSCAPE MATERIAL

Get Involved!

645-4001

2nd Wed. of the month « 6:30 p.m.
37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

FJIPS] aEﬂ’c/{,w s

SUNDAYS{9°& 16:30 AM

959-481-6875 | | -

37193 Ave. 12 #3H

Madera Ranchos
LIVE ONLINE AT 10:30 AM
WWMW.FLIPSIDE.CHURCH

info@acts176.com
SEE YOU SUNDAY!

“We've got your back”

D.O.T. Physicals * Drug Testing
Spons Physicals only $35!

EIANEY
/ HIROPRACTIC
thabilifofion cenftr

660-5262

36754 AVE. 12 - Madera Ranchos

mawm mf«e Wood Stems
Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts

569-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

www.The Ranchos.com

(559) 645-0634
The Independent



http://SEMCU.org
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Click on ““Local News™ at



Just Like Cate & DOQS by Dave T. Phipps

| WOULDN'T WORRY ABOUT GOING
GRAY. BY WHAT 'M SEEING, IT’LL
HAVE ALL FALLEN OUT BEFORE THAT.
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645-0634
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“l could have been a bigger success
than you could have been!”

www. The Ranchos.com

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) You face the possibility of raising your relationship to another
level. However, your partner might demand that you make promises for which you're not sure
you're ready.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) As changes continue, expect things to get a little more hectic
at your workplace. An unexpected travel opportunity could open up new career prospects!

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Confront the person who caused your hurt feelings and demand
a full explanation for their actions. You'll not only recover your self-esteem, but you'll also
gain the respect of others.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) A personal problem in the workplace is compounded by someone's
biased interference. Stand your ground, and you'll soon find allies gathering around you.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) You don't accept disapproval easily. But instead of hiding out in
your den to lick your wounded pride, turn the criticism into a valuable lesson for future use.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) A former friend who you thought you'd cut out of your
life is still affecting other relationships. Counter their lies with the truth. Your friends are
ready to listen.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) What appears to be an unfair situation might simply be
the result of a misunderstanding. If you feel that something is out of balance, by all means,
correct it.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) A stalled relationship won't budge until you make
the first move. Your partner offers a surprising explanation about what got it mired down in
the first place.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) A co-worker shares some startling news, but
before you use it to your advantage, make sure that it's true. Meanwhile, the weekend favors
family matters.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Your usual conservative approach to family
situations might not work at this time. Keep an open mind about developments, and you might
be pleasantly surprised.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Plans might have to be put on hold because of a
family member's problems. Don't hesitate to get involved. Your help could make all the
difference.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Relationships in the home and in the workplace need your
careful attention during this period. Be careful not to allow misunderstandings to create
problems.

Born this Week.

You have A kKeen, insigfttfwl intellect and enj oy
da}wting your views with others who disaqree with you.
You also Love to solve fuzzlas -~ the harder, the better.

©2026 King Features Synd., Inc.
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TS A FLAG, THE BoYsS
ARE MAKING THE

FLAGPOLE
N

WHAT IDIOT DARES RAISE
HIS HAND To THE ALL-POWERFUL
SEA HAGY!

ILL GIT YA,
SEA HAG!

SEA HAG HAS BALKED
AT TAKING POPEVE TO
THE KINGDOM OF

s 12O
’

+/ BY RANDY MILKOLLAND

_5\.——

THE PAST AS DAY
JONES COMMANDED
HER TO, BUT HER
ARGUMENT WITH THE

SAILOR HAS BEEW
INTERBUPTED.

J

L[ I'VE ALMOST BROKEN THROUGH, BACKUP'S HERE,
1 BUT HER MAGIC'S STRONG! gt 50 BACK UP!
G5 SISTER HAS @

BEEN CAPTURED By ;
MANDRAKE AND OLIVE
OYL, WITH THE MAGICIAN
BENT ON DRAINING THE
[ ]| WiTcH oF HER EVIL POWER. -

SN S

| COULDN'T HAVE GOTTEN
FREE WITHoUT You!

e WD g resenvad

THE SEA SPIRIT WHO LETS
You BE ALL-POWERFUL!

| DON'T S'POSE THIS |
15 YOUR “LET'S HUGJ
— 1T ouT” Fofemr.f'

THIS 1S WHY |
DIDN'T WANNA GET
INVOLVED.

2026 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

® King Fealures Syndicate. Inc. World rights

By Fifi Rodriguez

1. ANATOMY: How many vertebrae are in
the human spine? 2. U.S. CITIES: Which city
is home to the Gateway Arch, known as the
tallest arch in the world? 3. TELEVISION:
Which 1970s sitcom introduced a neighbor
named Phyllis Lindstrom? 4. HISTORY:
When was the first heart transplant per-
formed? 5. GEOGRAPHY: Where are the
Cape Verde islands located? 6. MOVIES:
Which 1991 film featured a villain named
Max Cady? 7. MUSIC: When did Taylor
Swift's second studio album ("Fearless™) win
the Country Music Association's Album of
the Year award? 8. SCIENCE: What is
nephology? 9. MEASUREMENTS: What in-
strument is used to measure the depth of
oceans? 10. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is
a baby deer called?
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Click on ““Local News™ at
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Amber Waves iy Dovve T Plidpps
THESE FISH WON'T KNOW I ToOK CORN DOGS AND T SUPOKu

i o SEGRET winpon._| | pEht aurtek wp serTes, | | 'S EHOM T N g pLasricLes. by Linda Thistle
: - 9 8
£ 1/9]6
§ 3 61
8 3
i 6/8(9[5[3]1
§ 62 |9
i 87164
634 [1] |5]8]7
by Jeff Pickering 8117 35

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
each small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: *

* Moderate * * Challenging
* % % HOO BOY!
©2026 King Features Syndicates, Inc.
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" _BEEN EATING WAY |
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T NEED To JOIN
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The Independent

A SHEPUERD HAS ZERO
FOLLOWES tN LINKED N
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MAGIC MAZE ® WINGS

CLIHFDBYXVDTRPB

It

OMKIGNIWTSEWGAE

BUFFALOWINGSTGG

‘panaasas spyBu y "ou) ‘ajeoipuls saunjesy Bupy 92025
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Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all
“ID[[BLUS SI JIRYD JO directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally
NOEE TO "OENOL O] PAPPE S1 MOPUIAA "¢ 1aFae] s1 duwe | " "Fulmoys 10U ST WY “g “FUISsiw S1 aB[|OD) “ "PRAOW SI 100, | 1S20UdIDLIIC] Unlisted clue hint: OFFICES OF THE POTUS

Batwing Deltawing Redwing  Wing-tips
Blue-winged Gull wing Rightwing  Wingback
Buffalowings  Lapwing Take wing  Wingding
Chickenwings  Left wing Waxwing

©2026 King Features Syndicate, Inc. Al rights reserved.

www.The Ranchos.com



> E AAARVNNMC LD

south east madera county united

‘.-A non-profit organization de*ated to improving life in South East Madera County
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“elebrating
Y.ears of-Freedom
EL RINCONCITO Mexican » Grill

37221 Avenue 12, Suite 1A, Madera, CA 93636
Visit our sponsor in the Ranchos & tell them SEMCU sent you to get:

FREE CHIPS & SALSA with $25 PURCHASE
or 10% OFF ORDER (not combined)

Valid untll August 31, 2026

SEMCU meets on the 3rd Tuesday every mment
Our next meeting is on Tuesday, July 21 at 6 p.m.
Online: go to: WWW.SEMCU.ORG for the link |

By phone: 669-900-6833
& enter meeting ID#: 836 3242 4343, then access code 854 221 |

559-363-9095 ¢ www.semcu.org e info@semcu.org

FOR THE COMMUNITY, BY THE COMMUNITY
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