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Cal Supreme Court Nixes Splitting State on Ballot

A proposition that wanted to divide Cal-
ifornia into three states, and was headed for
the November general election, was shot
down by the California Supreme court on
Wednesday, July 18.

The pulling of the proposition from the
upcoming ballot was in response to what the
court said were, “... significant questions ...
raised about its validity.” That decision re-
sulted in the ordering of the secretary of state
to take it off of the ballot.

An environmental group called the
Planning and Conservation League is taking
a challenge to the court, arguing that divid-
ing the state would drastically change its
structure beyond what a simple ballot initia-
tive should be able to do.

The justices were unanimous in their decision, stating, “We
conclude that the potential harm in permitting the measure to re-
main on the ballot outweighs the potential harm in delaying the

—_—
California

If the court ultimately rules in favor of the initiative, it could
appear on a future ballot, allowing voters the option of dividing
California into “Northern California, California and Southern Cal-

ifornia.”

proposition to a future election.”

The “Cal 3” initiative was the brainchild
of Tim Draper, a venture capitalist who spent
$1.7 million of his own money trying to put
it to a vote. In 2016 he tried to get interest in
splitting the state into six pieces but couldn’t
gather enough signatures. His contention is
that California is “ungovernable” due prima-
rily to its size, unequal wealth distribution
and diverse geography.

The Planning and Conservation
League’s lawsuit says major changes to the
state’s structure require approval from two-
thirds of the Legislature before being con-
sidered by voters or a state constitutional
convention.

County Takes Next Steps to Privatize Water District

On Tuesday, July 10 the Madera
County Board of Supervisors approved an
Exclusive Negotiating Agreement with
Bakman Water Company for the potential
sale of County Service Area 19 (Rolling
Hills) water system. The water system pro-
vides service to approximately 335 cus-
tomers in Rolling Hills, located in District 1
in Madera County.

In May of 2017, the Rolling Hills
Homeowners Association unanimously re-
quested that the water system for Rolling
Hills be privatized and no longer be oper-
ated and maintained by Madera County. On
July 18, 2017, the Madera County Board of
Supervisors directed county staff to move
forward with the privatization. The County
solicited a Request for Information (RFI)

and received three responses from Califor-
nia Water Service, California American
Water and Bakman Water Company. On
March 13, 2018, the Board of Supervisors
directed staff, based on the vote of the res-
idents (139 in favor of Bakman Water
Company, 76 in favor of California Water
Service, 7 in favor of the County continuing
services, and 2 in favor of California Amer-
ican Water), to enter into negotiations with
Bakman Water Company.

The Exclusive Negotiation Agreement
was requested by Bakman Water as a
means to facilitate negotiations between
parties from the time the agreement is
signed through 120 days, or upon the clos-
ing of escrow, whichever is first. The
County will not negotiate with, solicit of-

fers or proposals from other parties, or re-
spond to any entity or person about the ne-
gotiations while the agreement is in effect,
except when legally bound. The exclusive
negotiations should produce a Purchase
Agreement that both parties agree upon. If
no agreement can be reached and a Pur-
chase Agreement is not signed, then
Madera County Public Works staff will
come back to the Board of Supervisors for
further direction.

“The residents of Rolling Hills re-
quested that their water system be priva-
tized, and we are hopeful the process will
move swiftly. If successful, this will be the
first special district water system in Madera
County to move towards privatization,”
said District 1 Supervisor Brett Frazier.

By Randy Bailey

Golden Valley Unified Superinten-
dent Andy Alvarado resigned his position
with the school district and accepted the
position of Superintendent of Central Uni-
fied School District in Fresno. His new po-
sition was effective July 1.

Alvarado had been the superintendent
of GVUSD for the past seven years. Be-
fore that he had served as assistant super-
intendent, Liberty High School principal
and vice principal.

Alvarado had been terminated in Feb-
ruary of 2015 by the GVUSD Board of
Trustees, an act that so incensed the com-
munity that a successful recall election re-

Alvarado Leaves Golden Valley for Fresno District

sulted in the ouster of the three board
members responsible for his removal. The
first act of the newly elected school board
was to offer Alvarado his job back in Sep-
tember of 2015, which he accepted.

Alvarado lives in Fresno and his
wife, Leah Alvarado, is an English
teacher in the Central Unified School Dis-
trict. Central Unified School District has
15,772 students; GVUSD is under 2,000.

In a prepared press release GVUSD
Board President Brian Freeman said, “As
the Golden Valley Unified School District
Board President, | would like to congrat-
ulate Mr. Alvarado on his new position as
superintendent of Central Unified School
District.”

County Warned
About Wildfire

A helicopter drops fire retardant above
the Ferguson Fire outside of Yosemite.

Picture courtesy of Kari Greer, National
Wildfire Coordination Group.

Smoke from the Fergu-
son Fire in Mariposa County
prompts health caution

By Randy Bailey

The San Joaquin Valley Air Pol-
lution Control District has issued a
warning that smoke from the Fergu-
son Fire in Mariposa County is affect-
ing air quality in locations throughout
the Northern and Central San Joaquin
Valley. The air conditions have
prompted local air pollution officials
to issue a health cautionary statement
for five Central Valley counties, in-
cluding Madera. The smoke impacts
will continue until the fire is extin-
guished.

The Ferguson Fire started July 13
in the Sierra National Forest and is
burning in steep, rugged terrain with
little to no access roads. As of Sunday,
July 22 the fire was covering 30,493
acres, an increase of over 2,500 acres
from the previous Friday night. It is
estimated that at this time the fire is
only 6 percent contained. There are
2,903 personnel currently engaged on
the fire, including 204 engines, 38
water tenders, 17 helicopters, 72 crews
and 42 dozers. There has been one fa-
tality and four injuries to date. It is ex-
pected that the weather will get
warmer and drier in the coming days,
but most of the fire activity and behav-

Please see SMOKE on P. 17

Click on ““Local News’ at
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check out

In Good Hands
with WARREN PARR

on Page 16 for useful and
informative automotive topics

What are Your Neighbors Saying?

Facebook 6 Reviews 5 Stars * Google 86 Reviews 4.9 Stars » Demand Force 319 Reviews 4.9 Stars

This shop is very thorough, honest and helpful. I’'m grateful for the assistance above and beyond what most auto shops give. Thank you
so much! I will recommend you guys to all my friends and family! Debbie -- 1 month ago

A very knowledgeable, honest and friendly shop. I brought my car in for a smog check and it failed. Warren was certain it was a failing
catalytic converter so I had them replace it. Sure enough, the car passed smog after that. And since the process took less time than
quoted, they deducted that from my bill. I'm very happy with my experience here. Craig -- 1 month ago

Friendly people. Excellent service. The best bang for your buck that I can find. If you need smog or repair work done, this is the place
to come! Tyler -- 3 months ago
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Letters

Dear Editor:

Thinking about meeting new people?
Making new friends? Making a difference
in your community? Do you realize you
don't have to own a business to join the
Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce?

The new Riverstone Development and
other housing developments going up in this
area are going to change the dynamics of the
Madera Ranchos and the outlying areas.
Riverwalk is going to be a huge commercial
development at Highway 41 and Avenue
12. Wouldn't you like to get involved and
be part of the upcoming changes to the
Madera Ranchos/Bonadelle area? YOU can
be part of shaping and changing our future
by joining and being a part of the Golden
Valley Chamber of Commerce.

I have been attending the meetings on
the second Wednesday of the month at 6:30
p-m. Not only am I learning what is going
on today, but I am getting fascinating, in-
formative lessons on the past. New ideas are
always welcome. Meet fantastic people that
care about the community. Come as a visi-
tor. See what the Golden Valley Chamber
of Commerce is all about. Exciting times in
the past and future!

Hope to see you there.

Becky Gribble
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:

I wanted to take this opportunity to
praise a few of your articles in the above-
mentioned edition of your newspaper. Most
of the time I do not have the opportunity to
read it through and through, but today I did,
and I have to tell you that three of your ar-
ticles are so "spot on" that I had to write
(and I never write to newspapers). H0
Storage opened my eyes as to what is really
happening with Proposition 1 that was ap-
proved by the voters. I did not realize that
the funds could be released and work could
start but our government in Sacramento is
dragging their heels. That is just not right

and I'm glad that you took on this subject to
let us all know what is really going on with
our representatives.

Also, the article on Enough is Enough
was mindboggling, indicating that there will
be absolutely no Republicans to vote for in
the upcoming election (aside from Gover-
nor) because of Proposition 14. That is ab-
solutely unacceptable. I sure hope this can
be changed because it is really stacking the
deck for Democrats. Usually these subjects
are never brought up because California fa-
vors Democrats to the detriment of any
other party. Hooray for the staff of the Ran-
chos Independent.

Finally, the article on Gotta' Work to be
Working says it all. As a person that is newly
retired from working for 50 years, I say
"Hear, Hear!" It's about time that these
words were said to those that expect and
feel entitled to a "free ride." I have paid my
dues and my own way all my life, now it is
time for everyone else to take pride in them-
selves and work for what they get.

I commend your paper for their fresh
approach to the news. Thank you.
Sincerely,

Carol Guthrie
Madera Ranchos

The Ranchos Independent welcomes
your letters. Whether you're a fan or
someone looking for something
to line the birdcage, we want
to hear from you. The only rules?
Sign it, be civil or forget about it.
Send your letters to:
email:
ranchosnews@yahoo.com
mail:

The Ranchos Independent
37167 Ave. 12 #5C
Madera, CA 93636

fax:

559-645-4002

SAY
YOU SAW IT

IN
the
Ranchos Independent
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WIN FREE PROPANE!

WIN 125 GALLONS OF PROPANE
NAVE

ADDRESS i

Ciry SIATE _ ZP
PHONE

o o o e ]

Drawing fo be held the first week of July, 2019. Delivery must be by August 31, 2019.
Must be a Valley Propane customer,

MAIL TO: Valley Propane ¢ 37221 Ave. 12 #1D
Madera, CA 923636

Click on “Local News” at
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By Rich Lowry

The prospect of overturning Roe
v. Wade will be at the foreground of
the battle over Justice Anthony
Kennedy's replacement, and it should
be.

Roe is judicially wrought social
legislation pretending to the status of
constitutional law. It is more adven-
turous than Miranda and Griswold,
other watchwords of judicial activism
from its era. It is as much a high-
handed attempt to impose a settlement
on a hotly contested political question
as the abhorrent Dred Scott decision
denying the rights of blacks. It is, in
short, a travesty that a constitutional-
ist Supreme Court should excise from
its body of work with all due haste.

Roe has been commonly misun-
derstood since it was handed down in
1973, in part because its supporters
have been so determined to obscure
its radicalism. It is commonly thought
that Roe only prohibits restrictions on
abortion in the first trimester, when it
effectively forbids them at any time,
imposing a pro-abortion regime as
sweeping as anywhere in the ad-
vanced world.

Roe struck down 50 state laws
and has made it all but impossible to
regulate abortion, except in the nar-
rowest circumstances. More to the
point, the argument that its particular
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THE

RAY GUN

SHOOTING STRAIGHT
TO THE HEART

“IT's BEEN SAID
THAT ANYONE
WHO SEEKS
SUCCESS OR
GREATNESS

W SHOULD FIRST
{ FORGET ABOUT
BOTH AND
SEEK ONLY
THE TRUTH,
AND THE REST
WILL FOLLOW. ”

RONALD REAGAN

SAYING MORE IN ONE QUOTE
THAN OTHERS SAY IN A LIFETIME

Roe Is a Travesty

set of policy preferences is mandated
by the Constitution is flatly prepos-
terous.

Over the years, the decision's
laughable constitutional inadequacy
has been widely recognized. Shortly
after it came down, Harvard Law
School professor John Hart Ely, a
supporter of legalized abortion, wrote
that "Roe is bad because it is bad con-
stitutional law, or rather because it is
not constitutional law and gives al-
most no sense of an obligation to try
to be."

The court in Roe purported to find
the constitutional right to abortion in
the 14th Amendment, which says that
no state can "deprive any person of
life, liberty, or property, without due
process of law."

This passage has no obvious or
even subtle connection to legalized
abortion (in fact, abortion laws were
being tightened in the 19th century
when the amendment passed). No mat-
ter. According to Blackmun, abortion is
so central to liberty that no restriction
on it can stand constitutional scrutiny.

He is at pains to deny that unborn
children are "persons in the whole
sense."” As evidence, he points to
clauses in the Constitution about per-
sons that don't have "pre-natal appli-
cation,” e.g., the requirement that
persons must be 35 or older to run for
president. This is too stupid for words.
Just because clauses like this refer to
adults doesn't mean that minors, or un-
born children, don't have rights.

The best case that can be made for
Roe is that it is a mistaken decision on
the books for nearly 50 years now, so
it has to be honored as a precedent.
But the court is not, and shouldn't be,
in the practice of standing by funda-
mentally flawed decisions. Brown v.
Board of Education overturned Plessy
v. Ferguson, which upheld segregated
education, almost 60 years later. Just
last week, the Court overturned a
labor decision from 1977.

Roe is bad law and bad democ-
racy. It has no sound constitutional
basis, and deserves to go the way of
the court's other embarrassments and
misfires.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National
Review.

© 2018 by King Features Synd., Inc.
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Good Grammar Do Matter

I was sitting in the hot tub at
my gym last night with a col-
league. We were discussing our
mutual stress knots and the various
aspects of our jobs that had caused
them when we were interrupted by
an amusing woman in a hot-pink
bathing cap. She told us she hadn’t
meant to eavesdrop, but she just
loved to hear two intelligent
women having an intellectual con-
versation. I was amused by this be-
cause I didn’t think our
conversation had been particularly
intellectual. Still, her comment
brought to mind something my dad
had told me a while back, which
was poor grammar can make a
smart person sound stupid; and ev-
idently good grammar makes an
otherwise ordinary discussion
about spreadsheets sound like aca-
demic discourse. In this vein, I
thought I would deliver this brief
public service announcement. Just
a few little grammar tips to help
increase your intellectual standing.

Conjugation

This tiny little concept makes
all the difference in the world. It’s
no more complicated a notion than
knowing when

ally did something and if you don’t
feel like doing it no more, well I
can’t even dissect that one. I love
watching the show Pawn Stars and
I think Rick Harrison is quite
knowledgeable despite not having
a formal education. He is a vora-
cious reader and sponges up every
bit of information he can but every
time he says he isn’t going to do
something no more he loses a
chunk of his credibility. Ever won-
der why you don’t catch most doc-
tors and lawyers talking like this?
It’s because you can’t expect peo-
ple to trust in your knowledge and
education if you don’t sound like
you have either.
Bad Words
I don’t

to use “is” vs. mean words of
“are” and “do” s the four-letter
vs. “does.” Few [ know there’s plenty of kind. I mean
things in life people out there who would vords that ei-
have an instan- say that good grammar don’t ther don’t be-
tancous impact mqtter but to them I respond, long in  the

on my opinion
of a person like
failed conjuga-

oh yes it do!

context or are
completely
made up. For

tion. When I
hear people say things like, “he
don’t know,” or “what she do,” I
have very little faith that they
could even hold a regular conver-
sation with me, let alone an intel-
lectual one. Most people learn this
in second grade ... just saying. |
know there’s plenty of people out
there who would say that good
grammar don’t matter but to them
I respond, oh yes it do! (See what I
did there?)
The Double Negative

I don’t know nothing about
why people can’t quite figure out
that not knowing nothing is actu-
ally knowing something, you
know? You can know something.
You can know nothing. But you
can’t not know nothing. Similarly,
if you didn’t do nothing you actu-

example, irre-
gardless. I don’t really know why
this abomination has become so
popular but it’s just irridiculous.
The suffix “less” tacked onto the
end of the word regard means with-
out regard. The prefix “ir” also
means without ... so what are you
trying to say, without the lack of
regard? Here we are in the land of
the double negative again. I don’t
like that land. We should evacuate
that land and set it on fire.
Another example that I hear
nearly every day is orientate. Peo-
ple are orientating all over my of-
fice. I have no idea what that is but
I’'m afraid I’m not doing it. They
should have covered it at orienta-
tion. I would certainly be more fa-

Please see GEN WHY on P. 7

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!
36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849
www.bedrockeng.com

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying ¢ Civil Engineering » Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!

Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley
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We now deliver to
the Ranchos,
Bonnadelle &

Rolling Hills areas.

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

miliar with how exactly to go about
orientating someone if I would have
been properly oriented on the sub-
ject. Speaking of my office, the
other day one of my team members
said she was congruating while
waiting for a meeting to start. I was
genuinely concerned for her well-
being. While I’'m thinking of it, a
picture is “hung” and a person is
“hanged.” Allow me to clarify be-
cause I know some of you are
yelling at your newspapers right
now about these words being in the
dictionary. A dictionary is a tool
used to define. It is not a tool used
to indicate grammatical accuracy.
Ain’t is in the dictionary but most of
us know that word ain’t proper.
Me vs. 1

I’m throwing this one in not be-
cause it gives me an eye twitch
when people get it wrong but be-
cause I think people need to know
that using “I” isn’t always correct.
Sometimes it’s me. The simple way
to be sure is to drop the other person
from the sentence and see how it
sounds. You wouldn’t say, “do you
want to go to the store with 1?” You

Page 7

would use “me” in this example, and
therefore when you add the other
person back in it becomes, “do you
want to go to the store with Anthony
and me?” | know it doesn’t sound as
sophisticated but it’s correct
nonetheless. There’s always some-
one excited to correct me when they
hear me use “me” in these contexts.
When I explain why I was right it’s
like popping a little girl’s big pink
balloon. I mean, I still do it, but that
deflated look is always the same.

To be clear, I’'m not asking every-
one to recite the Chicago Manual of
Style from memory. I’'m not asking
everyone to execute flawless grammar
in every single situation. No one is
immune to mistakes, certainly not me.
What I am asking is that we all try to
side-step the obvious grammatical
landmines. Idioms and slang aside,
colloquialisms and informal speech
excepted, a basic understanding of
grammar and syntax from people who
graduated high school is really not too
much to ask, is it? This not only helps
to avoid miscommunication but is the
difference between sounding like you
have an education vs. sounding like
you learned English by watching old
episodes of Jerry Springer.
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Kids? Get Cookin’

Growing up we were fortu-
nate that our mom was able to
be a “stay at home mom.” I am
so thankful that during that
time I was able to learn from
her how to handle wvarious
kitchen tools and start to cook.
But about the time I was a jun-
ior in high school (I was the
oldest of five kids), daddy had
the first of several strokes and
mama had to go to work. She
delivered the Fresno Bee to the
rural area of Chowchilla. She
delivered over 400 papers, tak-
ing about five hours and over
300 miles every day. At that
time, The Fresno Bee was an
afternoon paper, six days a
week, but the Sunday paper
was morning. We had to leave
the house by midnight every
Sunday morning or we would-
n’t get them delivered on time.
I had my driver’s license and
learned the route. On school
days when I was off and week-
ends, I would drive the route
or split it in half and each of
us would get home early. I had
my first car wreck out there
one Sunday morning, but that’s
a whole ‘nother story.

It was my responsibility to
start dinner after I got home
from school, not only to help
mama out, but so we wouldn’t
be eating late. Usually she
would tell me what to do to get
dinner started and it was fairly
easy to do. But this particular
afternoon she called that she
was having car trouble and I
would have to fix dinner. She
was so frustrated about the car
that she told me to fix what-
ever I wanted to. So, my sis-
ters helped me peel probably
five pounds of potatoes (re-
member there are seven of us)
and I shredded them. No food
processers then — all done by
hand. I fried the potatoes and
thought it needed something
else, so I took three pounds of
hot dogs that were in the re-
frigerator and cut them up into
bite size pieces and put them
into the pan, then I opened two
quarts of mamas canned green
beans and made a salad. I was

?73 Jean Briner

so proud. We ate it, but you
know what? I don’t ever re-
member having that meal
again.

Do you have kids at home
for the summer? Little ones
that want to “hep” you mix
something you are making for
dinner? Let them! So, what if
they drop an egg on the floor;
how many have we dropped? It
will be a good time to teach
them not only how to handle
eggs but also how to clean
them up. Or do you have a high
school grad getting ready to go
away to college and will be far
enough away that they won’t
be able to come home for din-
ner every night? I hope they
know how to make something
more than Top Ramen. I’ve
never been in a dorm room,
and I’m quite sure they don’t
have a full kitchen, but I’m
sure there is a small refrigera-
tor and for sure a microwave.
Did you know you can cook
chicken in a microwave?

Recently Scott Rothe, a
friend of Randy’s, joined us
for church and lunch after-
ward. He was telling me he
takes care of his aging parents
and cooks chicken in the mi-
crowave for them. I had never
heard of cooking chicken in
the microwave.

Scott’s Microwave Chicken

2 boneless, skinless
chicken breasts

Salt & Pepper

2 T butter or margarine

Place seasoned chicken on
microwave-proof plate and
cook on high for Il minutes.
Check for doneness — if not
quite done, cook again at one-
minute intervals. Don’t over-
cook.

You can use any seasoning
you like — season salt, lemon
pepper — lots to choose from

He also cooks bone-in
thighs — cooking for 8§ minutes,

Please see RECIPE on P. 9

GLASS + PLASTIC - ALUMINUM
GLASS : PLASTIC - ALUMINUM

37357 AVE, 12

MADERA RANCHOS

next to LEE KITCHEN

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY
- 10AM.-5PM.

18

7

Over 15 years of experience
Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife
Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation
Nuisance animal trapping

CALL FOR AN INSPECTION TODAY!
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TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders’ requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-
surance (or eliminate it completely).

You can't afford to wait any longer,

so contact the professionals

today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730 * Fresno 447-5815
s Juc seis 5615 36691 Avenue 12 « Madera Ranchos

Sayyousawitin the Kanchos Independent

Click on “Local News” at
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Look Good and Feel Great

®
. Nutritionlal =
Snsene s LOSE WEIGHT |WE KNOW LOW CARBS!
®20 oFF
CALL NOW « Diet Injection 1st visit only

L | DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP
“We Are Very OPEN: Monday - Friday
] 224-6744

Affordable” 9:00 AM until 5:30 PM
4844 N. First, #101  Fresno, CA 93726 * Between Shaw & Santa Ana
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645-0634

WE’RE ON THE WEB!

Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.
Get fully downloadable back issues of the
Ranchos Independent (beginning with April 2006). Learn
how you can add your Ranchos-area business to this site!
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RECIPE cont. from P. 8

again checking for doneness. If
you like barbeque chicken, just
add some of your favorite bot-
tled sauce.

How about chicken nuggets
that even the younger ones can
do (with a little help).

Chicken Nuggets in the Mi-
crowave

l egg

Ya C butter or margarine

Salt & pepper to taste

1 2/3 C crushed corn flakes
(or bread crumbs)

1 1b. Dboneless,
chicken breasts cut
size pieces

Salt and pepper the chicken.
In a medium bowl beat the egg
and butter together. Place the
crumbs on a large baking pan.
Put the chicken in the egg mix-
ture then roll on the crumbs.
Place in a microwave-proof
baking dish. (The recipe calls
for a 9 x 13 baking dish, but I
think that may be too big for
some microwaves. Use a 9 x 9
glass baking dish — you may
have to cook in two batches).

skinless
into bite
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rotating dish after 4 minutes.
Serve with your favorite dip-
ping sauce.

What kid - little, teen, or
older — doesn’t like chocolate
pie? I have a recipe that takes
no cooking at all.

Chocolate Pie

1 ready made (graham
cracker or shortbread) pie crust.

2 boxes chocolate instant
pudding mix.

2 C whole milk

1 8 oz. tub Cool Whip

Put pudding mix and milk in
mixing bowl. Whisk until thick.
Takes about 2 minutes. Spread 1
%> cups of mix onto the prepared
crust.

Mix about half of container
Cool Whip into bowl of remain-
ing chocolate pudding and
whisk together until combined.
Spread on top of pudding in
crust. Top the pie with remain-
ing cool whip. Refrigerate for 3
to 4 hours before serving.

I hope your college bound
teens only the best, and that
they can cook most of their
meals at home (either the dorm
or an apartment) and that your

younger ones can begin to learn
how to cook.

Cover with a piece of wax
paper and cook for 8§ minutes,

Meet Miss Madera County

Come out and meet Jacqueline Trafton,
the 2018 Miss Madera County, at the Madera
Ranchos Pizza Factory on Friday, Sept. 29 at
6 p.m. There will be an informal question
and answer period where you can learn about
the scholarships associated with the Miss
California pageant, ask questions and eat
pizza.

Miss California is the state competition
for the national Miss America pageant that is
held annually in Atlantic City, New Jersey.
Often thought of as a “beauty pageant,” it is
in actuality a scholarship pageant. Miss Cal-
ifornia for 2018, Mackenzie Freed, received
nearly $25,000 in scholarship money for her
victory.

The California pageant has been around
since 1924 and has produced several Miss
America winners with the last one being
Debra Sue Maffett, Miss America 1983. The
California pageant is decided in June and the
Miss America contest is held in September.

For more information you can visit
www.missmaderacounty.org, or contact local
sponsors Travis and Stephanie Hart at miss-
maderacounty@gmail.com. The next local
competition will be in March of 2019.

Miss Madera County for 2018 is
Jacqueline Trafton.
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One Last Gift
“... in this world nothing can be said to be
certain, except death and taxes.” —Benjamin

Franklin

It’s interesting that with a 100 percent mor-

Valuables Inventory

Monthly Income and Source

Emergency Care Authorization Forms (for
dependents)

Pet Care (Arrangements/Veterinarian)

Documents to Compile

Birth Certificate

Marriage Certificate

Civil Union Documents

Divorce Decrees

Child Custody Decrees/Agreements

Property Deeds/Trusts

Vehicle Titles

Military Records

Social Security Card & Benefit Records

Driver’s License (copy & location of)

Passport

Employee ID (copy & location of)

Medicare/Medicaid Cards (copy & location of)

Tax Return Archive (7 years — location of)

Current Year Tax Documents (location of)

Sago Rey

*
Palm Plantation!
More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.
We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

call Juan and Maria at

551-268-6650

7/18 6700 E. Central Ave. * Fresno * www.sagorey.com

7/18

call Mark Crawford ¢ 559-225-1435

CrawfordinsuranceGroup@yahoo.com
20-Year Ranchos resident ¢ 25+ years experience

auto * home * commercial * workers comp Lic. #OE52033 & 0800722

tality rate, very few of us take time to prepare for List contact information for
death the way we do for taxes. Perhaps it’s be- Executor
cause, when it comes to death, there’s no “April Attomey
15th.”” Each of us has an unknown deadline and Accountant
unfortunately, we can’t apply for an extension. Financial Advisor
‘We also don’t contemplate who the prepa- Insurance Agent
ration is for. While spiritual preparation is for our- Employer
selves, the physical Retirement Plan
preparation is not. It’s Clergy
for our loved ones we ShosanradiTra e dlara Physician

Notification of
hour will come, now is the best time to pre- family, friends, neigh-

pare. Its our one last gift to those we love ... bors, coworkers
Give your family permission to keep Location information
what's most precious to them and let go Jor

leave behind. Some
family members re-
ceive “the call” and
experience the night-
mare of rummaging

those we love.

Others get “the call” and know exactly
where to gather the information. It’s been pre-
pared with everything to fulfill the deceased’s
wishes and finalize the estate. This doesn’t di-
minish the sadness, but it reduces the stress
tremendously. It’s a final gift we can give our
loved ones to ease the pain at a time of great loss.

Since we don’t know when that eleventh
hour will come, now is the best time to prepare.
It’s our one last gift to those we love.

These lists are not exhaustive and it’s al-
ways necessary to confer with a licensed attor-
ney regarding your own essential documents but,
here’s a starting point.

Documents to prepare

Will or Living Trust

Advance Directives (DPA - Durable Power
of Attorney, Healthcare Power of Attorney,
DNR -Do Not Resuscitate, Organ Donor)

Asset Inventory

through piles of pa- of the rest. This is the icing on the cake of Valuables —(in-
pers, searching for es- . clude on inventory list)
sential ~ documents, OUI"ONe€ last gift! Copies of keys
planning a funeral for wvehicles, home,
without knowing the safety deposit box, off-
wishes of their loved one, and all the while feel-  site storage

ing paralyzed by grief. It’s a painful and over- List of accounts/policy numbers
whelming task that none of us would wish for passwords/ signatories for

Insurance Policies - Life, Health, Dental,
Disability/Long-Term, Homeowners, Auto

Pensions’Memberships with Survivor Benefits

Automatic Deposit Authorizations

Automatic Withdrawal Authorizations

Annuities

Bank Accounts

Pension

IRA/401k

Investments/Stocks

Mortgage

Credit Cards

Loans

Time Share Agreement

Service Providers and other bills

Medical Records

Email

Social Media

Electronics’ Access Codes

Please see GIFT on P. 13

Bradley \ DRILLING AND
s PUMP SERVICE

Lie. 414178

Same Day Service

674-1663
23338 Ave. 14 7414%@ Owuned
Madera Since 1976

7/18

STOP THE PAIN!

“We've got your back”

D.O.T. Physicals * Drug Testing
Sports Physicals only $35!

e 36754 AVE. 12 - 660-5262

Sayyousawitn the Sanchos Independent

Click on “Local News” at
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GIFT cont. from P. 10

Off-site Storage
Final Dispaosition

Record your wishes/plans and payment in-
formation for:

Funeral Home

Cremation (location of ashes)

Burial (location)

Grave Marker

Service

Keep in mind that a service is another way to
look after your loved ones in their grief. It’s a time
for people who care about them to come together
and offer their comfort and support. If you'd rather
not have one, record your wishes but give them
permission to make that decision when the time
COmes.

7/18

www.The Ranchos.com

Record your wishes for the following

Type of Service(s)— Viewing, Wake, Grave-
side, Funeral, Memorial

Funeral — clothing/jewelry, type of casket;
open/closed casket, pallbearers

Service Location

Clergy/Religious Preference

Readings/Scripture

Photos (choose one for newspaper, if desired)

Music

Flowers

Memory Table Items

Donation recipient in lieu of flowers

Program (photo, scripture, poem)

Reception

Don’t feel you need to script the whole thing
but listing some guidelines will reduce the number
of decisions required by your family.

Legacy
What are some aspects of your life you’d like
your family and friends to remember? Record some
accomplishments, career highlights, community
service, military experience, spiritual journey and
special memories about people, events and places
you’ve experienced. Your family will treasure these
and may draw from them to create your obituary.
Create a short list of your most precious be-
longings. You may designate them to individuals
or families, if desired. Give your family permis-
sion to keep what’s most precious to them and let
go of the rest. This is the icing on the cake of your
one last gift!
Storage
Once you’ve compiled this info, scan and/or
make copies of the documents. Back them up onan
external hard drive or flash drive. You may also

Page 13

choose to store them in the cloud. Organize the orig-
inals inalocking fire-safe security file or, place them
in afile tote in a safe. If your safe deposit box is ad-
equate, you can store them there. Make sure your
executor and trusted family member or friend have
copies of or access to all of the above.

There’s awonderful free resource with forms
for all of the above and more at www.LivingSmart-
Guides.com. You can print or download the forms
to complete on your compuiter. I highly recommend
you check it out before preparing your “one last gift.”

Contact Organized by Choice (because
things don’t always fall into place) at P.O.
Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729, call 559-871-
3314 or email info@organized bychoice.com.
You can also visit www. organizedby-
choice.com.
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Ford Powerstroke 101

Hello 93636,

2018 has been a very good training year
for the automotive industry. This year Ford
rolled out its first $200,000 pickup truck, the
2018 F-Series Super Duty Limited. The serv-
ice and maintenance recommendations for
Powerstroke vehicles is extensive and pre-
cise. Last week's Ford 6.7L Powerstroke
class addressed many of these complexities.
In addition, I did a little research and thought
I'd pass it along with some of the training |
received. This class caused me to re-think my
business model.

Ford estimates by 2020, trucks, com-
mercial vehicles and SUVs (including off-
road and performance versions) will account
for 50 percent of U.S. new vehicle sales. Ford
is reallocating $7 billion in capital from cars
to SUVs. Ford will replace 3/4 of its lineup
and add four new trucks and SUVs. Ford will
also introduce the hybrid version of the F-
150, Mustang, Explorer, Escape and Bronco
as well as some full electric vehicles.

The rest of this article is dedicated to the
many Powerstroke enthusiasts | see cruising
around 93636. | hope this helps.

The Generation 4 6.7L Powerstroke
diesel engine is rated at 400 hp and 900 ft.
Ibs. of torque. When installed into the F-Se-
ries chassis, they are capable of very high
towing capacities. Proper service and main-
tenance is central to the reliability, prolonged
life and usefulness of this vehicle platform.

The first step in determining the proper
maintenance schedule is to determine if the
vehicle use is normal, severe duty or a com-
bination thereof. The definition of severe duty
use is: excessive idling, frequent stops, driv-
ing conditions that require four-wheel drive,
frequent hauling or towing, hot, cold or dusty
climates and the use of biodiesel fuel.

TECH TIP 1: Engine Oil Service: Ford
has a new engine oil specification for the
Powerstroke engine. Chevron DELO 400
and Shell ROTELLA diesel engine oils no
long qualify. Use engine oil meeting the
WSS-M2C171-171-F1 standard only.

Severe Duty miles need to be separated
out and manually tracked. The maximum oil
change interval for severe duty driving is 300
hours. The maximum combination driving
interval is 7,500 miles. The oil capacity of a
2017 and newer Powerstroke is 17 quarts.

For those rare 6.7L vehicles that are not
severe duty vehicles, a maintenance proces-
sor will monitor the vehicle usage and calcu-

late the engine oil condition. The Oil Life
Monitor will alert the driver when it's time
for an oil service.

TECH TIP 2: Fuel Filter Service:
The 6.7L Powerstroke engine uses two fuel
filters and both should be changed every
15,000 miles or at least once per year.

The primary fuel filter housing is
mounted to the Diesel Fuel Conditioning
Module (DFCM) located on the left frame
rail. The DFCM delivers 1 gallon of fuel
per minute at 70 psi to the high-pressure
fuel system. Two thirds of that fuel is sim-
ply used to lubricate and cool the high-
pressure fuel pump and injectors. The
remaining 1/3 is available for delivery to
the cylinders. If a DFCM filter is restricted
and volume and/or fuel pressure is reduced,
the engine will run normally but the lubri-
cation and cooling process will be ineffi-
cient and damage will occur to high
pressure system components.

CHANGE THOSE FUEL FILTERS!

The DFCM is self-priming. After fil-
ter(s) replacement, turn the ignition key on
but do not start. The pump will run for 30
seconds, backfilling the fuel injectors.
Don't forget to drain the water separator.
The secondary fuel filter is located on the
left side of the engine compartment.

TECH TIP 3: Cooling System De-
scription and Service: A dual cooling sys-
tem was developed to meet the many
challenges of the 6.7L Powerstroke vehi-
cles. Each system has its own radiator,
water pump and set of thermostats.

The primary cooling system (high
temperature) supplies coolant to the engine
block, engine oil cooler, turbo charger,
heater core and stage 1 of the EGR Cooler.
The primary system utilizes dual thermo-
stats at 194 and 201 degrees F. Staggering
the thermostat openings facilitate a more
even engine warm up process and reduces
engine block thermal shock. The thermo-
stats are located in the coolant return. The
primary system capacity is 7.5 gallons.

The secondary cooling system incor-
porates a two-stage radiator. The upper 2/3
supplies 140-degree F. coolant to the trans-
mission and second side of the EGR Cool-
ers. The lower 1/3 supplies 113-degree F.
coolant to the Cold Air Charge and Fuel
Coolers. The secondary cooling system ca-
pacity is about 3 gallons. Use only Motor-
craft Specialty Orange Engine Coolant
mixed 50/50 with distilled water.

The initial engine coolant replacement
interval is 60,000 miles and every 45,000
miles thereafter if the vehicle is operated in
Severe Duty conditions. DO NOT reuse
the coolant after a repair. Coolant additives
are sacrificed onto cooling system compo-
nent surfaces. New components need new
coolant.

TECH TIP 4: Automatic Transmission
Service: The TorgShift transmission family uses
a special transmission fluid, Mercon LV. Ford
recommends the fluid be replaced at 150,000
miles. If the fluid is dark or smells burnt prior,
exchange the fluid and replace the transmission
filter. The system capacity is about 18 quarts.

TECH TIP 5: Transfer Case Service: The
transfer case also uses a special fluid. DO NOT
use the Mercon LV transmission fluid in the
transfer case unless specifically recommended by
Ford. Ford reports catastrophic failures of trans-
fer cases when Mercon LV is used. The capacity
is 2 quarts and a 60,000-mile service interval is
recommended for severe duty applications.

TECH TIP 6: Differential Service: Rear
differential: Ford uses 75W-90 or 75W-140 syn-
thetic gear oil in their rear differentials due to the
extreme pressures exerted by the 6.7L high-
torque engines. If the differential is equipped

with a limited slip, special additives are required
Use the additives if there is any doubt. The sys
tem capacity is about 4 quarts and a 50,000-milg
service interval is recommended for severe duty
applications.

Front differential: Ford recommends a stan
dard 80W-90 gear oil. The system capacity is 2.9
quarts and a 50,000-mile service interval is rec
ommended for severe duty applications.

OK qguys, that's about it for this one. Do i
yourselfers, I only covered a small amount of the
information in the 6.7L Powerstroke workbook
If you would like some additional information
send me a text or email and | will print that ouI
and shoot you a copy. As always, | can be
reached at completecarcare@hotmail.com o
907-7661.

Warren Parr

ASE Master, Advanced Level and Hybrid
Certified

7/18
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e Summer Kids tip: Create an "I'm
Bored" jar with ideas about things to do.
Now when that phrase inevitably comes
up, you'll be ready with a quick solution.

* This tip takes the pain out of a task
nobody likes: dusting the blinds! Use a set
of salad tongs for a blinds duster; just
wrap a microfiber cloth around each of the
tongs and secure it with a rubber band or
two. Then use the tongs to grab and glide
along each blind. Even kids can get be-
hind this dusting job.

* If you're like the average American,
7ns you'll eat about 35,000 cookies in your
lifetime.

* "Tacos are a favorite meal in our
house, but very messy -- until we discov-
ered a great use for coffee filters. We use
a filter to hold the taco and peel back the
paper as we eat. Now nothing drips out or
falls out, even if the shell cracks!" -- E.B.

in Oregon

* "We like juice at home, and the kind
we like has a large mouth on the bottle. It
turns out that after we finish the juice, the
bottle makes a great storage container for
snacks. We clean and dry it, then fill it
with cereals or dry pasta. We've even used
them for popcorn." -- R.K. in Missouri

* Recipe substitution: For 1 cup of
tomato juice, use 1/2 cup of tomato sauce
plus 1/2 cup of water.

« If you have dry, cracked heels from
wearing flip-flops and sandals too often,
apply a layer of petroleum jelly to your
feet before bed and cover with socks. If
you can't sleep with socks, do this in the
evening, maybe while watching TV. It
will soften the hard skin after a week or so
-- sooner depending on how dry your feet
are.

* Though coffee has been around for
about 700 years, instant coffee wasn't in-
vented until 1906. By George Washing-
ton. Of course not that George
Washington. The man who made coffee
more convenient -- and less palatable --
was from Belgium.

Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip,
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803.
© 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.

chain link wood wrought iron

chain link » wood fence * wrought iron

7/18
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privacy plus ¢ gate operators

security windows ¢ security doors * barbed wire

SMOKE cont. from P. 2

ior is dominated by the thick fuels and
rugged topography found in the area.

Smoke from the fire can cause seri-
ous health problems including lung dis-
ease, asthma attacks and increased risk of
heart attacks and stroke. Where condi-
tions warrant, people with heart or lung
disease should follow their doctors’ ad-
vice for dealing with episodes of particu-
late exposure. People with existing
respiratory conditions, young children
and elderly people are especially suscep-
tible to the health effects from these pol-
lutants. Anyone being exposed to poor air
quality or wildfire smoke should move
inside to an air-conditioned environment.

Ranchos residents can check the Dis-
trict’s wildfire page at
www.valleyair.org/wildfires for infor-
mation about any current wildfires and
whether they are impacting the Valley.
The District’s Real-time Air Advisory
Network (RAAN) provides localized air
quality data from an extensive air-moni-
toring network which allows Valley res-
idents to track particulate matter at any
Valley address by visiting myraan.com.
Residents can also follow air quality con-
ditions by downloading the free “Valley
Air” app, available in the Apple store or
Google Play.
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Child Care

Child Care - Susan Ryan Day Care.
Newborn to 5 years old. Licensed. Call
661-4725 or 706-0424.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove inserts,
pellet stoves and fireplaces. Also clean
dryer vents.

REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY,
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room addi-
tions, barns and patios. Lic. #719500.
Call 559-970-4476.

Classified

Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor specializing in
both lkkiikjjjontinuous and stan-
dard rain gLLLLLLutters. General
Contractor. Rlllllyears working in
the area. **NEW PHONE NUM-
BER: 559-908-0759**

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLABLE PICKUP - KIDS 4 RECY-
CLING offers pickup of all
recyclable materials including paper,
plastic, glass, aluminum and card-
board. Call Diana at 999-6832 or
645-1048.

Funds support Ranchos community
organizations and schools.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Rototill-
ing - Mowing - Scraping - Stump Grind-
ing. Call John at 908-1066.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete work

and underground utilities installed.
Lic. #719500. Call 559-970-4476.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out -
Screen, track, sills included. Re-
move hard water stain on home win-
dows, shower doors and car windows.
Cobweb removal too. Fully insured.
Call Nick at 285-1723. Free esti-
mates.

Ask about our SENIOR DISCOUNT!

by Linda Thistle

St PO K 4

1 7 3
7
9 3
8 2
4 7 6
9
6(9 2
3|9
5 6|2

©2018 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

37082 Ave. 12, Madera Ranchos

Locally owned and operated

559-662-0336

www.huckabeeshvac.com

Family Friday Night Movie
August 10 ¢ 8:30 p.m.

REE Fup

Df/”/{s & gCaf,,

Nacks

7118

Click on

“Local News” at
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Nancy Watson

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

645-5000

WwWw.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 7/18

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ©

Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:
www.davidparker.info

Property Management -
we can rent your home:

www.parker-properties.info

Is Californiaa
*“Losing Propasition’?

By Betty Van Valkenburg

Every commentary covering political or gov-
emment-related issues seems to agree on one thing
these days: Califomnia is going down the tubes. The
implied question is: Can it be saved?

The reasons for alarm are numerous: high
taxes, homelessness, high poverty rate, crime, drug-
paraphermalia-littered streets, embarrassing train to
nowhere, crumbling infrastructure and a disappear-
ing middle class.

Now the govemment seems to have discov-
ered a major crisis: a housing shortage and steep
housing costs. Never mind that the increasing costs
are due in part to high taxes and that government
overregulation and environmental requirementsin-
crease permitting time and costs for new construc-

behind schedule and costs have skyrocketed. Itcan’t
be built through the mountains to Los Angeles.
There has been mismanagement and business plans
have changed humerous times. Construction con-
tinues although some had to be tom down because
of unsafe building methods. Home and business
owners continue to be displaced.

Proposition 47 in 2014 downgraded some
felonies to misdemeanors and Propasition 57 in
2016 expanded parole eligibility for “nonviolent”
criminals. Both measures promised us that violent
criminals would be kept behind bars and taxpayer
money would be saved. Instead, crime has in-
creased and anumber of prison inmates who com-
mitted violent crimes have been granted parole
under Proposition 57's Nonviolent Parole Program.
And where are the tax savings?

Of Prop 57, the president of the Los Angeles
Association of Deputy District Attomeys said the
public was duped by the language and that it was
very clear they intended to release violent offenders
by re-describing them, despite their crimes, as non-
violent offenders.

November Ballot Propositions

The qualification of two particular ballot
measures for the November ballot indicates Cali-
fomians’ frustration with state govemment.

Proposition 6 is a constitutional amendment

tion. The state’s bestand

to repeal the 2017 in-

A Ranchos resident for over 30 years, | am a full-time professional agent working Madera, brightest solution is to crease of gas and diesel
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at| | change local zoning Educating ourselves on the merits of  taxes and vehicle fees
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top dol-| | laws to include more - candidates and ballot measures before we  and to require voter ap-

proval for such in-
creases in the future.
Jerry Brown will wage

high-rise,  stack-and-
pack housing nextto the
never-to-be-completed

vote is crucial. The “Say Anything”” game
isa lot of fun, but a politician who will ““say
anything™ to secure our votes is not. \We

lar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 « DRE#: 01323109 7/18

Real estate is our life! We make train track to nowhere - must be wary. all-outwar to protect his
real estate dreams a reality. and city bus routes—in- taxmeasureand will tell
stead of cutting unnec- us, surprise, that our

essary regulations and taxes. roads are bad and more money is needed to fix

I’'m ready to assist you with all of your real estate needs. Whether
you're buying or selling, moving across town or out of state, I'm here
to help. Your housing needs deserve the care of a specialist.

Cell 559-250-6740 » Office 559-645-1212

Maria
Fotopoulos - Cercone

7/18

maria@ossrealtor.com ¢ Ranchos resident for more than 30 years!

GO FlGU RE! by Linda Thistle

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive +
at the figures given at the bot-
X
X + +

10

14

15 15 10

1334567829

tom and right-hand columns of
the diagram by following the
arithmetic signs in the order
they are given (that is, from left
to right and top to bottom). Use
only the numbers below the
diagram to complete its blank
squares and use each of the
nine numbers only once.

©2018 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Meanwhile, construction of the train to
nowhere is moving homeowners off their property
through eminent domain, compounding the hous-
ing need. Sanctuary state policies encourage poor
non-Citizens to come and receive public assistance,
drivers’ licenses, schooling and medical care—again
increasing the costs and adding to the housing short-
age. (Before you call me racist, justdon’t. | am not.
My comments are about failed public policies and
notabout race, ethnicity, gender, religion, or national
origin.)

Ballot Propositions Past

While most of California’s problems can re-
liably be attributed to Democrat, liberal, progressive
and/or socialist government politicians and their
policies, we the people have approved many bad
ballot measures. Time and again voters have been
hoodwinked by slick advertising, outright lies and
misleading voter pamphlet statements. Few voters
have or can take the time to studyy the legal language,
and the hype sounds so good.

Proposition LA brought us high-speed rail in
2008 with promises of full funding, 200- mile-per-
hour trips from San Francisco to Los Angeles, and
low fares. What’s not to like?

Fast forward a full decade. There isno private
funding, federal funding was stopped, no bonds
have been issued and Jerry Brown’s cap-and-trade
scheme doesn’tyield enough to pay for it. Itis years

them. Hopefully voters will reject the hype and re-
alize that we’ve driven down this bumpy road be-
fore and that tax money continues to be diverted
away from roads. Brown’s tax increase measure it-
self carved out millions of tax dollars to be spent not
for roads, but for rail, bicycling and pedestrian im-
provement and parks.

Proposition 9—to divide Califomia into three
states — qualified for the November ballot, but the
Califomnia Supreme Court has just decided to re-
move it. Although the proposal seemed ill advised,
the 600,000-plus petition signatures in its favor in-
dicates that Califomians think something is terribly
wrong with the state.

\otes Matter

Educating ourselves on the merits of candi-
dates and ballot measures before we vote is crucial.
The “Say Anything” game is a lot of fun, but a
politician who will “say anything” to secure our
votes is not. \WWe must be wary.

As the November 6 election nears, this col-
umn will provide voting information and list re-
sources for further study. Teaser: Republican
candidate for govemor, John Cox, promises to stop
the train to nowhere.

Visitthe Central Valley Tea Party website at
wwwi.centralvalleyteaparty. com for more infor-
mation.

www. The Ranchos.com
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Business Directory * Business Directory * Business Directory ¢ Business Directory

Lic. #899496

* DRILLING * TRENCHING * DIRT WORK -
+ efficient ¢ reliable + cost-effective .ol Beau

General & Custom
Auto Service
& Repairs

959-363-1851

Barber Shop
& Shave Parlor

THE COMFORT

AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS
All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos
www.jhsanders.com

Tree pruning, shaping & trimming

NO1 Lary Inj ma

Ranchos?
Mobile Notary and
Loan Document Signing

Daytime - Evening - Weekends

Diana J. Tucker

HIGH QUALITY
GATE SYSTEMS

l\cllg‘l’ﬁ\T;% Areas at 550 (Z:SSIJI g{g? Tree Cabling + Tree removal Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
& the Central Valle il| [559-347-8408 * www.cvhtc.com
BubgaSWTS@yahoo g:)am Fully Insured + 8+ Years Experience ¢ Trained Arborist - 5 5 9—45 4—8060 info@TouchOfGreenLandscape.us

CA LIC. #934774

commercial and industrial
landscaping

(all559-242-6352

We do any type of

housecleaning,

offices and rental
houses.

WEDOITALL!

Call us for FREE estimates.

559-514-9816

R&L Housecleaning

15 years experience
many references in the Ranchos

DO YOU HAVE A RENTAL
OR ARE YOU BUYING?

B&M
Auto & Truck Parts

Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 8:00-4:00

I:I Sun 10:00-3:00
Madera Ranchos Plaza

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-19570

Yard cleanups & hauling * Weed control
Lawn & garden service * Maintenance
Weekly & monthly service
(not a licensed contractor)

Ranchos call Mag Anaya Jr.

e 559-974-1357

Mitchell L. Vick

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Lic. #563698

» Custom Homes ¢ Concrete *
* Remodeling « Additions *

559-970-4635

mlvconst@gmail.com

MARION POOL
SERVICE & REPAIR
* Weekly Service
* Equipment
* Supplies
* Residential
* Drains - Upstarts e Commercial
* Locally Owned

251-2514 351-1605 645-4799
office cell after 5 p.m.

LIC. #837274

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification
Locally owned
and operated!

CE Interior & Exterior
s.\\\*350
Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

BONDED & coustical Removal

INSURED

LIC. #589140 Color Matching

“We've got your back”

D.O.T. Physicals * Drug Testing
Sports Physicals only $35!

660-5262

36754 AVE. 12 - Madera Ranchos

“Plumbing
problem?
Plumbing
solution!
Call
Vern!”

TOTAL HOUSE CLEANING

« Specializing in Custom &
Tract Homes

« Janitorial Services

« Daily - Weekly -
Monthly

ClLAODEEN CLEANING
559-790-0557

Licensed ¢ Insured * Bonded

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

Today!

WHAT CAN YOU GET
FOR $25?

How about 10,000
Ranchos residents each
month who look at
Business Directory ads?

The Kanchos Independent

(559) 645-0634

et Involved!

645-4001

2nd Wed. of the month « 6:30 p.m.

37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

Click on “Local News” at



Just Like Cats & DOgS by Dave T. Phipps

FAHH GEEZ, MY MOTHER-IN-LAW WANTS
ME TO LIKE HER ON FACEBOOK. WHY

SHOULD THAT THING BE ANY DIFFERENT?
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Your zeal for challenges usually works well for you. But this week
it's best to avoid jumping into new situations without more information. Vital news emerges by
the weekend.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Once again, the Bovine's patience pays off as that pesky problem
works itself out without taking too much of your valuable time. A new task opens interesting
possibilities.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Those suggestions you want to share need to be set aside for a
while so you can focus on the job at hand. There'll be time later to put your ideas into a workable
format.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Be sure about your sources before you use the information in any
decision you reach about your new project. Some of the data might be out of date or misinterpreted.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) A sudden challenge might rattle you at first. But pump up that strong
Lion's heart with a full measure of courage, and face it with the continuing support of family and
friends.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Watch your expenses this week so you can have a financial
cushion to fall back on should things tighten up later this month. Money matters ease by the 1st.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Uncertainty over workplace policy creates anxiety and confusion
among your colleagues. Don't be surprised if you're asked, once again, to help work things out.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) The workweek keeps you busy tying up loose ends and
checking data that needs to be verified. The weekend offers a chance to relax and restore your
spent energies.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) This is not the best time to go to extremes to
prove a point. Better to set a sensible goal now and move forward. There'll be time later to take
the bolder course.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) A step-by-step progression is the better way to move
ahead. Taking shortcuts could be risky at this time. Important news arrives on the 1st.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Avoid getting drawn into workplace disputes that should
be handled by those directly involved. Instead, spend your energy developing those new ideas.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) You still need to be prudent about money matters. But things
start to ease by the end of the week. A weekend encounter with an old friend brings welcome
news.

Born this Week.

You handle challenging situations with boldness
when necessary and cavtion when called for.

“Good news, Mr. Figby! Your insurance
company is showing signs of life!”

www.The Ranchos.com
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A PUZZLE WITH AN ANGLE TO IT! There
are more than 30 triangles in the drawing
above. They come in four sizes. You have five
minutes to find the total number.

—————— by Charles Barry Townsend
PYRAMID OF WORD POWER

Don't get lost looking for these
words! Starting with the given word
NAVIGATES, at the bottom of our
word pyramid, try dropping one let-
ter at a time as you work your way
up, so that the remaining letters at
each level spell out a new word.
The following helpful hints are in
ascending order, beginning with

b pUB g 9| ‘9 sue ausy) ‘sabie) ayy
0} ISB[BWS Byl Wold sejfuel pr S Iy LBMSUY

llustrated by David Coulson

NAVIGATES.
1. Follows a planned course.

LUNCH AT THE MALL! Can you solve this AlphaMath

puzzle in under five minutes? You must replace the letters

to the right with the digits 0, 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9, so that

the same digits. Try for the highest sum.

(89671 = OpbL + 826L) '9=H '6=N '1=0 '0=0 ‘v=0 '8=1 ‘Z=S 'G=Y ‘L=4 UMmSUE InQ

FAST |\
+FOOD ‘\
you have a correct addition problem. The same letters get [COURT |

2. Fine wines.

3. Original inhabitants.

4. What rich people do.

5. Found on pitchforks.

6. What billy goats are supposed
to eat.

7. To pose for a picture.

8. A player, as in tag.

LINK-UPS! Here's a list of 12 short words, divided into two  [inAP /LED

columns. Tum them into six longer words by linking them [zSCAR\ABLE 9. Roman numeal 1.

together. To do this, draw a line from one word in the left col- :R“‘NE TE&

umn to one word in the right. ,f\'i‘g KIN
. . . . B . . TY | uS sun tseul ‘Iseay ‘saaney ‘sebeuin
s|qeuswe ‘pajge) ‘pasabem ‘Bupue Aioseas upden siemsuy SAMEN C ‘soeBiaey -(dn WONDQ Byl LLGY) ‘SIGMSLY

Wishing & Well®

5 7 2 6 7 5 3 4 3 8 5 3 4
M L DL I OL S 1 8 DVT
3 2 6 2 5 2 4 8 6 2 8 7 4
E O ONZEOEWUOTTCEFFP
3 6 4 5 3 5 6 4 6 8 2 6 3
Y KCROAAAHTCHE U
4 8 6 56 2 8 5 4 8 3 2 3
R EATDESEESRS I 3.1
4 2 4 5 4 7 5 2 3 4 5 4 8
F I UDLEETDTUL S YN
5 8 5 8 2 3 2 7 8 5 2 5 3
I O RWAET | OEE S A
8 3 8 7 8 3 7 8 7 8 7 87
BE LV Sl SGOOUOSTD

HERE IS A PLEASANT LITTLE GAME that will give you a
message every day. It's anumerical puzzle designed to spell
out your fortune. Count the letters in your first name. If the
number of letters is 6 or more, subtract 4. If the numberis less
than 6, add 3. The result is your key number. Start at the up-
per left-hand corner and check one of your key numbers, left
to right. Then read the message the letters under the
checked figures give you.

© 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all
directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally

Silverton

Telluride
Yampa

Frisco

Gold Hill
Dillon Granby Ouray
Eagle-Vail Gunnison Salida

© 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.

Alamosa
Avon

Keystone
Leadville

TRIVIATEST

By Fifi Rodriguez

1. TELEVISION: Who is the current host
of the "Family Feud" game show?

2. ART: What is the only work of
Michelangelo's that bears his signature?

NVENTIONS: Who developed and

patented the electric telegraph in the United
States in 18377

4. GEOGRAPHY: What is the capital of
South Dakota?

5. LANGUAGE: What letters end a gerund
in the English language?

6. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What is
the common term for bovine spongiform
encephalopathy?

7. U.S. PRESIDENTS: How many vice
presidents served with President Franklin
D. Roosevelt during his four terms?

8. U.S. STATES: Which state was once an
independent sovereign nation?

9. ASTRONOMY: How old is the sun in
our solar system?

10. GAMES: How many chance spaces are
on a Monopoly board?

Answers
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Amber Waves

by Dave T. Phipps

[~ GERALD HONEY, MOM Y
AND DAD ARE GOING OUT
OF TOWN TOMORROW.

R.ED.

YOU GET TO SPEND THE
WEEKEND AT GRANDPAS!

COME ON, HE MAKES ME
EAT VEGATABLES AND 60
TO BED SUPER SUPER EARLY.

lu:
v

MOM, DAD, THIS
DRY SPELL HAS
ME WORRIED!

£2018 King Features Syndicate, Inc. World righ

Out on a Limb

¢| I THINK WE SHOULD
START CONSERVIN'
EVEN MORE WATER
THAN WE ALREADY

ARE!

NICE TRY, JUNE, BUT

I\ THE RULE STANDS --
NO SODA AT THE ~
SUPPER TABLE! 43

THEY BOUGHT IT. WE HAVE
JUST ENOUGH TIME TO GET
PIZZA BEFORE THE MOVIEI |2

by Gary Kopervas

IS THAT A TOASTER
ON YOUR SHOULDER?

A

PoLLY WANTS
N ENGLISH
MUFFIN

ROBOT
PIRATE

RS

by Jeff Pickering

WHERE'D You GET
YOUR HAIRCUTP

ON TOP OF
MY HEAD.

GIRLS ARE COMPLICATED, SKIP.
YOU THINK YOU NEED TO ACT
A CERTAIN WAY FOR THEM
TO LIKE YOU, ONLY TO FIND
OUT THEY LIKE YOU FOR THE
WAY YOU DPON'T ACT.

G
Cr°

L =X

—_—

ran —

MAYBE IT'S BEST TO ACT LIKE
YOU'RE NOT ACTING SO GIRLS
WILL LIKE HOW YOU'RE NOT
ACTING THE WAY THEY THINK
YOU PROBABLY ACT.

HAVE YOU
THOUGHT
ABOUT NOT
ACTING?

THAT'S ToO
SIMPLE, SKIP.

©2018 King Features Synd., Inc
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Find at least six differences in details between panels.

www.The Ranchos.com
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Crossword
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10

11 (12 |13

16

19

22

102

108 109
115 116
123
126
ACROSS 47 Gospel 94 Legendary 4 “Six-pack” 45 Gave succor 82 Scratch (out)
1 Another group hockey ona 46 |V amounts 83 Former Bruin
name for 49 Musk of player who's bodybuilder 47 Comrade of Bobby
Jesus Tesla Motors a native New 5 “Prolly not” Fidel 85 Seminal '40s
9 Utterly failed 50 Slippery Zealander? 6 Forks, e.g. 48 Laugh half computer
15 Abounds 51 “Eureka!” 97 Harmonize 7 To be, to 51 Not up yet 88 Received
20 Flattish 52 Phil of folk 100 Pal of Spot Proust 53 Elucidates 89 Enticing
Italian 56 Enumerates or Rover 8 Freight-filled 54 Sound from 92 French for
bread 58 Campaign 101 Consulate 9 With 120- a souse “a”
21 Salt with creations 102 Promote the Down, 55 Seattle-to- 93 Brand of
element #53 59 “Die Hard” growth of the Wrigley's Reno dir. spongy balls
22 Dot in the star dicing star of “The gumbrand 57 More achy 94 Sch. in
drink vegetables? Last King of 10 Mauna — 59 Carbon Cambridge
23 French 63 Avenues: Scotland™? 11 U. URL end copy 950rg. on a
president Abbr. 107 Gp. that 12 'mon it” 60 180s on the toothpaste
who never 64 Exude lobbies 13 Ran in park road box
wore color- slowly 108 Comic Buzzi 14 Pop singer 61 Fly traps 96 Dubya's deg.
coordinated 66 Pure delight 109 Dunaway of — Marie 62 On the outs 97 From the top
clothes? 67 Tie together “Network” 15 — Maria (with) 98 Stumper
25Being tried, 68 Issuedan 110 Class book 16 She played 65 Blood type, (Var.)
in law alertto a 112 That woman the mom for short 99 High-heel
26 Ship wood knighted 115 Wading bird on “Good 66 Hidden feature
27 Note'ena composer of 117 1954 Times" valley 100 Nasty sorts
single time musicals? Literature 17 Arm joints 69 "Hello, 103 Desert rarity
28 Advanced 73 Evening Nobelist 18 Nasty sort hello?" 104 Spotted
30 Whet bash after getting 19 Underscore 70 Caustic scavenger
31 Director Van 75 Hankerings more 24 Bit of history cleansers 105 Afr. republic
Sant 76 Italian uptight? 29 Bit of errata 71 “—to do 106 Christopher
33 Caught a for “it" 123 Stock unit 31 Belgian city it all over of film
three-time 77 Little devil 124 Salad plant 32 N.A. nation again ..." 111 Comic book
Best Actor 80 Reclusive 125 Revere 34 Author 72 Musical run mutants
red-handed? ‘Bonanza” 126 Talked up Dinesen with four 112 Pirates’ loot
38 Purplish red star? 127 Scraped 35 IM guffaw sharps 113 Not like a bit
42 Aria, usually 83 Tolkien 128 Fed eagerly 36 Em preceder 73 Utah's 114 Gazed at
43 Analyzes, as terror 37 Chou En- — capital, for 116 Film director
syntax 84 Puton hold DOWN 38 Coal and oil short Demme
44 Frequent 86 Last name of 1 “Behold!,"to 39 Dark 74 Hugs, on 118 Drink slowly
co-star of Buffalo Bill Cicero 40 Danger cards 119 Cain’'s mom
Humphrey ~ 87 Consentsto 21t needs when 78 Café lists 120 See 9-Down
Bogart 88 Try to cure grist landing a 79 Official 121 Con
who was 90 Boy, in Baja 3 Sir's plane substitute opener?
fantastic? 91 Weight unit counterpart 41 Flaming 81 Flier of myth 122 Dog's threat

#2018 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Community Chwistmas Tree Lighting - Veterans Chwistmas Prograyw
Fireworks Booth Fundraiser - Liberty High Business Scholarships
Community Guidebook - Support for Local Businesses
Support for Local Projecty - Interesting Speakers
Great Monthly Mixers - The only thing missing is YOU!

“Why should I jointhe Chamber of Commerce?”

1. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce carries the reputation of being a leader
of business integrity in the Ranchos and my affiliation lends my business credibility.

2. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce is a close-knit organization in which
members support each other’s businesses.

3. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce requires financial support in order to
perform its job of increasing the economic prosperity of the Ranchos.

4. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce unifies the public spirit of the Ranchos
and directs it into useful and constructive channels that are not limited to business.

5. Because | feel a sense of personal obligation to improve the quality of life in the Ranchos.

Whew's the NEXT Chamber of Conunerce Meeting?

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our next meeting,
Wednesday, August 8 at 6:30 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C in the Maywood Center. Come join us
and see what’s going on in your community. Call us at 645-4001.
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Snoring can be a symptom of Obstructive Sleep Apnea
(OSA) and lead to:
Headaches * Poor Concentration * Daytime Sleepiness
Sexual Dysfunction » Weight Gain  Type Il Diabetes
Hypertension * Stroke * Cardiovascular Disease * Cancer

If you or a loved one suffer from snoring
or OSA, or wear a CPAP machine,
contact our office for more information on
FDA-approved oral sleep appliances
which give you a good night’s sleep
without the discomfort of CPAP,
surgery or drugs. In most cases they
are covered by medical insurance.

Ranchos Dental Care
& Orthodontics 55 -645-5
37144 Ave. 12, Suite 104

Madera Ranchos www.ranchosdental.net

Senior Report

Seniors Get Their Dance On Over 4th of July

By Margaret Tman

Cowbell ringing, hom blowing and laughter
filled the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center during the
June afternoon Bunco game. Center members
and their guests had a great time rolling dice, mov-
ing from game table to game table, winning prizes
and enjoying delicious snacks. A highlight of the
afternoon was a live auction conducted by auc-
tioneer Perry Watkins. Perry has lived in the Ran-
chos area for the past 15 years. He says his
“real-life” job is his work as a registered nurse, but
he enjoys doing
volunteer auc-
tioneering  to
help raise funds
for schools, hos-
pitals and other

formance.

With much fanfare, Bill Whyman, president
of the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce,
pulled the winning tickets for the Ranchos/Hills
Seniors July 4th raffle drawing. Congratulations
to the winners. Dr. Matthew Pia won 1st prize and
will soon be on a leisurely fishing trip on Shaver
Lake compliments of Fish Box Charter. Ronnie
Schmall will be enjoying a large pizza every
month for a year, compliments of the Pizza Fac-
tory as the 2nd prize. Third prize of several local
restaurant gift certificates and a bottle of wine

compliments of
Valley Propane
went to Bonnie
Elia. We are
grateful to the
businesses  for

charitable organ- their ~ generous
izations. Thank prize contribu-
you, Perry, for tions and to
helping to make everyone  for
the afternoon fun supporting  our
and  exciting, At the Independence Day BBQ, (from left) Margo and su.ccessful fund
Also, the work Gerald Conkle, and Carol Fitzgerald and Roy Cochran g

of Carol Wood  yunce 1o the Tennessee Waitz provided by musicians Lil Dan Here is a
and others to put  Cabral and Wendell Miller. reminder of the
the event to- schedule of
gether is very meetings and ac-
much appreci- tivities at the

ated. Center. Treasure

American House, Garden
Independence and Boutique
Day was cele- sales will be held
brated a little as usual on the
early at the Cen- first Saturday,
ter by members Aug. 4 from 8
and their guests. amto  noon.
Inspite of the hot o “going It/);cz? Twice}.l? Alil in?hSoZd to the highest bid- However, it is

er!” Perry Watkins, right, kept the action going as auc- . -

WS | iy tioneer at the Bunco game held at the Ranchos/Hills Senior NSOl
Cochran barbe- Center to bake, so there
qued the all- i will be NO bake

American meal of hamburgers and hotdogs on
the outside grill. They were served at the festive
red, white and blue-decorated tables with all the
trimmings and yummy side dishes and desserts.
No one left hungry, that’s for sure. Ginger Den-
nings won the members-only prize drawing of a
fishing trip on Shaver Lake that was generously
donated by Steve Santoro.

The weather wasn’t the only thing that was
hot that day — the music was very hot. Lil Dan
Cabral played his guitar accompanied by fiddler
‘Wendell Miller during the celebration. There was
lots of toe tapping and hand clapping. It was
nearly impossible to sit still, and many didn’t.
Soon people were dancing to the Tennessee
Waltz or doing the Electric Slide to the beat of
country tunes and singing along to many of the
old favorites. We hope that Lil Dan and Wendell
will join us again in the future. We loved their per-

sale on that day only. Strength building and
stretching exercises are held every Monday —
Wednesday - Friday from 10 - 11 a.m. The Writ-
ing Group will continue to meet each Monday in
August from 3 to 5 p.m. The craft group will meet
on Tuesday Aug. 7 and 21 at 9:15 am. All regu-
lar monthly business meetings are held at the Cen-
ter at 12:30 p.m. as follows: The Board meets on
the 1st Tuesday; the General Membership meets
on the 2nd Tuesday; and Planning meets on the
3rd Tuesday. We hope that many of you in the
community will join us for the Ranchos/Hills
Senior Center events. Also, we encourage and
welcome new members.

Thought for August: “Remember to be gen-
tle with yourself and others. We are all children of
chance and none can say why some fields will
blossom while others lay brown beneath the Au-
gust sun.” — Kent Nerbum, American writer.

www. The Ranchos.com
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The Bookshelf

Final Summer Reading Day Aug. 2

By Jerrica Edmundson

This month at the Ranchos Branch Li-
brary we are in full swing with our Summer
Reading Program and it has been fantastic see-
ing so many people come in and get excited
about reading. Our final day of the program
will be on Aug. 2 and we will be having our
grand prize drawings along with some special
visitors to meet everyone. In the same vein,
let’s jump into what your friendly librarians are
reading and maybe we’ll discuss something
that piques your interest:

Jerrica’s Shelf
Children of Blood and Bone
by Tomi Adeyemi
This is a book that
has been earning a lot of
hype lately, and it is def-
initely  well-placed.
This story takes a
unique look into tradi-
tional Nigerian folk
tales, mixing magic
and family unitsina
way that is refreshing
and intriguing.

We start with a teenage girl named Zélie
who lives in a small village in Nigeria, where
she is learning to fight with a staff from a vil-
lage elder of sorts. She has bright white hair
and silver eyes, marking her as a Maji —
someone who was once a magic user before
the connection with the power was lost. The
monarchy found away to sever the connection
and took the weakness as an opportunity to try

to completely obliterate the Maji from exis-

tence. The story follows Z€lie on her journey to

keep her family together and restore the con-

nection between her people and their powers.
Spencer’s Shelf

Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card

In Ender’s Game,
we follow a young boy
named Ender who is the
youngest of three chil-
dren in a world where
families typically are
only allowed to have
two children explic-
itly. The govern-
ment allowed
Ender’s birth because his
two elder siblings are highly promising in mil-
itary tactics and may potentially help human-
ity’s chances at defeating the ominous
“buggers” that have been plaguing the humans
thus far.

After getting into a fight with a fellow
student (which ends fatally for the other boy),
Ender is questioned and — based on his an-
swers — gets admitted into the special Battle
School where he is trained in advanced mili-
tary tactics.

Ender’s Game is the first book in the
Ender Saga but the other four books in the se-
ries take place in varying stances around this
one, some hefore and some following. This
is classic Orson Scott Card, and really is one
of his best-known books. I consider this to be
a science fiction classic that any fan of the
genre must read.

The
Madera Ranchos
Library

37167 Ave. 12 » 645-1214
Sun-Mon Closed
Tue 11 am. -6 p.m.
Wed - Thu 11 am. -5 p.m.
Fri-Sat 11 a.m. — 3 p.m.

www.MaderaCountyLibrary.org

7/18

7/18

TriEase Softgels were
developed to protect against
seasonal and environmental

elements and to promote a
healthy respiratory system
when needed most.

Contact me today for a FREE sample or if you’d like like to
attend a FREE class on essential oils and products.

Tina Shannon -- Wellness Advocate
M BA5-4948 or 430-7131

Visit my online store at mydoterra.com/tinashannon

Got a holding tank to fill? What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want to waste your precious well water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!
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* Borders

* Driveways

» Walkways

* Patios

* Pool Decks

* Large & Small Slabs
« Stamped Concrete
« Stained Concrete

Marty Owen -
The Concrete Guy

Marty has a passion for
creative concrete design.
Marty has been laying
concrete for 32 years and
has extensive experience
in every area of concrete,
from residential to
commercial.

Licensed & Bonded SCL#991137

Click on ““Local News™ at
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Perfect Fit

bridal shop

Bridtrd Covoris ® Foare Dresoes
Forrmals ® Mothors Dicsoes

the BEST international designers

559-395-4163
559-304-1908

Monday - Saturday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

37405 Ave. 12 #601
Madera Ranchos

7118

Say you saw itin

the Ranchos Independent

www.The Ranchos.com
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By Igal Treibatch

Y
A

It is not every day that we get good news.
Well, today is one of these days:

$9 FOR A BRAND-NEW
DISHWASHER!

Department of Water and Resources
(DWR), SEMCU’s grantor of funds to our com-
munity, agreed to add “dishwashers” to the
SEMCU grant program. Now residents 093636
may apply for a $350 reimbursement for the pur-
chase of each dishwasher and washing machine
that is “Energy Star Rated” and get as much as
$700 in total rebates.

This opportunity allows residents to re-
ceive such a reimbursement even if the equip-
ment was purchased any time after the date the
grant was approved in March 23, 2016. (proof
of residency and a receipt for the purchase is re-
quired by DWR).

The Extra Good News

We were contacted by Ventura TV & Ap-
pliances in Fresno and were asked if they could
help facilitate the transactions. Any appliance
store may do the same and participate in the same
way. Ventura TV & Appliances has made us
aware that there are additional factory incentives
in some cases, in one case bringing the cost of a
Dishwasher to $9, not including tax or shipping
and installation if necessary.

Yes, this is not a mistake. Let me repeat it:

$9 FOR A DISHWASHER!

Ifthis is not good news, I don’tknow what is.

Folks, this is just another opportunity to take
advantage of what is available to our community
in southeast Madera. The reimbursement will
come from the DWR grant department after
they process each individual’s application.

You may apply at the Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce at 37167 Ave. 12 #5C
in the Madera Ranchos or email:
info@semcu.org, or call 559-363-9095. You can
also apply at Ventura TV & Appliances at 3619
E. Ventura in Fresno, between Cedar and First.
Their phone number is 559-265-4326.

SEMCU invites South East Madera com-
munity members to come to our “‘once a month’
meeting on the third Monday of every month at
6 p.m. at the Pizza Factory and voice their opin-
ions about our community’s needs. You can
make a difference. This month’s meeting is on
Monday, Aug. 20.

For the community, by the community!




Dishwashers have been added to the
Reimbursement Grant for qualified residents
of South East Madera County

NOW GET $350 EACH FOR

Dishwashers & Washing Machines
certified as“Energy Star Rated”

Additional discounts at Ventura TV & Appliance
may bring the cost even lower!
www.VenturaTV.com

Sign up at
Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos
For more information contact SEMCU at:
email: info@semcu.org or call: 559-363-9095
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