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The Madera County Transportation
Commission is working with the Fresno

Council of Governments to develop ideas
for potential improvements to

Highway 41 and Avenue 9

By Randy Bailey
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Grand Jury Final Report Out
The most current copy of the Madera

County Grand Jury Final Report is now
out. It reflects the work done by the
Grand Jury for the 2019-2020
time period, addressing the
six following topics: Cal-
ifornia Department of
Corrections’ and Reha-
bilitation Facilities;
Unmet Transit Needs in
Madera County: Riders
without Routes; “At
Promise” Student Oppor-
tunities in Madera County;
Madera County Food
Safety/Food Inspections; City of Madera
Police Department: Unveiling Truths of
Law Enforcement; and Madera County
and City of Madera Government: Public
Servants or Self Serving?

The Grand Jury primarily focuses on
civil – or non-criminal – activities. It in-
vestigates County and City government,
special districts and school districts. Once
its investigations are done, the Grand Jury
makes recommendations for improve-
ments, hopefully to save taxpayers’ dollars
and to improve services.

The committees that comprise the
Grand Jury concentrate on investigating cer-
tain departments of local government and
their functions. These committees study
complaints submitted byMaderaCounty cit-
izens and then visit various facilities, meet
with officials, investigate records and docu-
ments and draw conclusions regarding the
departments in question.

The Grand Jury can also hire experts

if needed to audit fiscal or management
records, as well as subpoena witnesses to

give testimony before its members.
It can ask advice of the County
Counsel or District Attor-
ney, may discuss prob-
lems with the Presiding
Judge of the Court and,
inmatters that might not
be properly answered
by these officials, the
Grand Jury may request
advice from the State At-

torney General. Once com-
pleted, the Grand Jury submits

recommendations for improvement of
County and City government to the Board
of Supervisors.

The Grand Jury investigates com-
plaints by private citizens, local govern-
ment officials and employees, regarding
actions and performances of public offi-
cials. Grand Jurymembers are sworn to se-
crecy and, except in very rare
circumstances, neither minutes or records
of its meetings can be subpoenaed by any
outside body, assuring that all complaints
will be handled in an entirely confidential
manner. If the Grand Jury believes evi-
dence submitted is sufficient, a detailed in-
vestigation will be held.

The Grand Jury’s function is to re-
view the conduct of government to assure
honest, efficient government in the best in-
terest of the people of Madera County.

You can see the complete 2019-2020
Madera County Grand Jury Final Report
at www.MaderaCounty.com/grand-jury.

he Madera County Transportation Commission is working with the Fresno Coun-
cil of Governments to develop ideas for potential improvements to Highway 41

and Avenue 9 since those two routes have been identified as playing a central role in
our region’s “mobility network.” The SR 41 and Avenue 9 Sustainable Corridors Study
is looking to analyze existing and future travel needs and then developing strategies to
meet those needs. In addition, a big part of the study is to achieve air quality goals and
supporting a healthy environment for the residents of both counties. A major driving
force behind the study is the growth of southeast Madera County with its developments
at Riverstone, Tesoro Viejo, Rio Mesa and others.

Nine Project Goals
The study has identified nine project goals based on equity, sustainability and re-

siliency.
In the area of “equity,” literature from the study states that the study area is char-

acterized by “diverse demographics related to ethnicity, socio-economic status and tran-
sit dependency.” The study states there is a heavy concentration of Hispanics, seniors
and disabled people along these corridors and “the guiding principle of equity seeks to
increase mobility and reduce the disproportionate burden placed on the disadvantaged
communities.”

In addition,
“sustainability”
is a key guiding
principle of the
study. It refers
to “the impor-
tance of improv-
ing the
environmental
conditions in
Fresno and
Madera Coun-
ties.” Poor air
quality stem-
ming from vehi-
cle exhaust is
estimated to
have led to in-
creased green-

house gas emissions. With how quickly Southeast Madera County is growing, it is
expected that the population’s exposure to harmful air pollutants will increase.

“Resiliency” refers to the ability of residents to adapt and to thrive under adverse
circumstances. By ensuring that both Madera and Fresno Counties are equipped with
adaptable infrastructure and flexible planning, it is anticipated that future impacts and
disruptions can be minimized or mitigated. The SR 41 and Avenue 9 Sustainable Cor-
ridors Study seeks to propose climate resilient infrastructure and solutions that can sup-
port long-term growth and stability in the region.

The nine project goals are listed as: Congestion; Air Quality; Traffic Management;
Walking and Biking; Access; Connectivity; Safety; Local Economy; and Health andWell.

The Goals
In the area of traffic congestion, the study aims to introduce traffic management

technology, operational improvements and alternative transportation modes including
walking, biking and transit along both corridors.

In regard to enhancing air quality, the study supports the deployment of private
and public electric vehicles along this segment to reduce the impacts of greenhouse gas
emissions, including a fleet of electric buses.

For traffic management, the study seeks to understand the volume of vehicles and
their respective travel length, thereby determining traffic flows through the area. This
will allow the study group to introduce “sustainable transportation demand strategies”
which will reduce traffic speeds and conflicts between users of the road.

Walking and biking are a goal of the study not only for traffic management, but also
for the question of “equity.” The study states that equitable access to transportation is
one of primary importance, since the focus of this study aims to improve mobility ac-
cess for all community members, regardless of income, ability or vehicle access. The
new developments along northern Highway 41 all have specific plans related to their
communities providing for accessibility by foot or bike, indicating to the study that en-
hancing the active transportation infra-

The Madera County Transportation
Commission is working with the Fresno

Council of Governments to develop ideas
for potential improvements to

Highway 41 and Avenue 9

By Randy Bailey

Please see STUDY on P. 15

Kindergarten and TK Registration
Kindergarten and Transitional

Kindergarten (TK) registration is be-
ginning for the 2021-2022 School Year.
Please bring your future kindergartener
with you to your registration appoint-
ment as assessments will be given during
the registration process. In order to reg-
ister your child, you will need the fol-
lowing:

1. Your child must be 5 by Sept. 1,
2021 for Kindergarten. If your child will
turn 5 between Sept. 2 and Dec. 2, 2021
your child will qualify for TK. You will
need to bring in his/her birth certificate to
verify either.

2. Your child’s immunization record
showing that your child is up-to-date on
all of his or her shots: A. TB Test (A
GVUSD Requirement); B. Polio (4); C.

Diphtheria, Tetanus, Pertussis (5); D.
Measles, Mumps, Rubella (2); E. Hepati-
tis B (3); F. Varicella (Chicken Pox) (2)

3. Proof of residency within the
Golden Valley Unified School District
boundaries: A. This can be a current util-
ity bill, tax records, rental agreement, etc.

4. A completed registration packet.
Webster Elementary (645-3540):

Feb. 22-24, 2021 by appointment only –
Kinder and TK Registration packets can
be picked up Monday through Friday be-
tween 7:30 a.m. and 4 p.m. in the Web-
ster Office beginning Feb. 1. When you
pick up your packet, you will schedule an
appointment to return your packet for
registration.

Sierra View Elementary (645-3560):

Please see REG on P. 10

T
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Google Review -- “Had an AC service done there as my unit was only blowing warm air. Yuk! Warren picked up my vehicle at home and delivered it back with
AC working great. He went over the whole job with me in detail. That's service. Made me feel very comfortable about the whole thing, and so much so that today
they are replacing my rusty and leaky radiator and servicing the whole cooling system. Their prices are very reasonable and you can be confident that the quote
for the service remains virtually the same as the final price. I am very pleased with their service and all the care and attention they deliver. I certainly recommend
Complete Car Care for all your car service. :) Don -- Madera Ranchos

1/
21
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GO
HAWKS!

Join us in supporting our
LIBERTY HIGH HAWKS

this season and all year long
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Letters

Dear Editor:
How hypocritical of social media to

block Trump when so many other users
have said worse and promoted social un-
rest.

Yes, some of you will point to
Wednesday's action at the nation's capital
as "the worst of the worst" and those people
are the ones who have forgotten or ignored
the riots over the summer and the reactions
of the democrats which encouraged and
condoned the unlawful and destructive acts.

This is a time for uniting and not con-
tinuously dividing. The media, social net-
works and people in power use fear and
confusion to manipulate us. This is a time to
think for yourself, look at an issue from all
sides, stop relying on the "news" to inform
you and respect the opinions of others.

We, the people, have power and it's
time to exercise it in a positive way.

Jan Peirsol
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:
A Patriot is a person who loves, sup-

ports and defends his or her country and its
interests with devotion.

The Madera Ranchos Patriots are
looking for like-minded people who are
willing to step up to the plate to protect
this community, our families, our chil-
dren, our homes, our property, our
churches, our livelihoods, our businesses
and more. We would like to get people of
like minds together to organize, commu-
nicate, train and formulate a plan to pro-
tect this community in the case there is a
complete breakdown of the political and
lawful entities in this county, state and
country in the near future; or in the case of
a natural disaster OR in the case of unde-
sirable influences trying to come into our
community.

If you are a God-fearing individual; if
you are a person who values family; if you
are community minded; if you are a person
with special skills, abilities, experiences,
training or knowledge, we would love to
have you aboard. Our goal is NOT to go out
and seek conflict, but simply to provide
protection for this community if the need
should ever arise. We are NOT a militia!
We are NOT extremists! We are fathers,
mothers, business owners, sons, daughters
… Americans.

Or goal is to simply take care of our
own, should the need arise. We are looking
for:

People with law enforcement back-

grounds and training.
People with military experience and

training.
People with medical training, espe-

cially triage, emergency care, etc.
People with communication skills and

HAM capabilities.
People with contacts for supplies, in-

cluding medical, food, communications,
firearms, etc.

People with weapons training, skills
and abilities.

People who can lead, organize, follow
leadership, work together, support others,
take on rolls and responsibilities.

People, regardless of age, abilities or
inabilities who are willing to help in any
way possible.

If this is you, we would like to meet.
We would like to get organized. We would
like to train. We will vet individuals for our
team, so if you have a criminal record, to
protect our goals and objectives, please
don’t come. If you are a felon, with a crim-
inal record, we do not hold that against you
– BUT, due to the nature of our goal, NO
ONE with a felony background will be al-
lowed.

John Devere
Madera Ranchos
559-779-7858

Dear Editor:
I didn’t like the President’s speech on

January 6th. I thought he was wrong to as-
sert that the Vice President and Congress
can pick and choose which electoral votes
to count. He was wrong to set such a con-
frontational tone in a politically tense sit-
uation.

But what did he actually say? His
exact words were, “I know that everyone
here will soon be marching over to the
Capitol building to peacefully and patri-
otically make your voices heard.” That’s
impeachable? That’s called freedom of
speech.

He also threatened to oppose candi-
dates in future elections. By the way, that
was directed at Republicans like me who
had resolved to uphold the constitutional
process and protect the Electoral College.
So what? That’s called politics.

If we impeached every politician who
gave a fiery speech to a crowd of parti-
sans, this Capitol would be deserted.
That’s what the President did. That’s all
he did. He specifically told the crowd to
protest “peacefully and patriotically.” The
vast majority of them did.

But every movement has a lunatic

Please see LETTERS on P. 7
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Eliminating Trump at All Costs

“We will never
be an aggressor.

We maintain our
strength in

order to deter
and defend

against
aggression --
to preserve

freedom and
peace.”

Guest Editorial

By Jared Dyson

Democrats in the House once
again impeached President Donald
Trump. Their hatred of the man who
has served as America’s 45th Presi-
dent continues to run strong and this
time, they convinced 10 Republicans
to defect and join them. It was a
record second impeachment of a man
who will leave office in just one
week.

That certainly has not stopped the
Democrats, who are committed at all
costs to try to eliminate Trump from
office, America and existence. If De-
mocrats had it their way, President
Donald Trump would be locked in a
room buried underground never to be
heard from again. To say they hate
him is almost an understatement.

While the Left continues their
march against conservative values,
Trump has found himself as the one
taking all the blame. Republicans are
quickly placing blame on Trump for
inciting riots when he specifically
asked for peace. Republican leader-
ship is blaming Trump for contami-
nating their party when he energized
their voters more than ever.

No one ever said that President
Donald Trump was perfect. No one
said that he made all the correct state-
ments, acted like a saint for his entire
life, or any of the other ridiculous ac-

cusations that the Left has launched
against President Donald Trump. In-
stead, they are focused on trying to fit
someone into this perfect image, an
image that the Democrats have
crafted into their minds.

Democrats have said that Trump
is a racist, a white supremacist, a fas-
cist and has incited riots at the Capi-
tol. If any of the 10 Republicans that
voted to impeach Trump had any
backbone, they would have quickly
seen the ridiculous reasoning behind
this impeachment attempt. They claim
that President Donald Trump is a
racist and a white supremacist. They
have tried to lay the grounds for this
claim behind the Charlottesville
events in 2017. They claim that Pres-
ident Donald Trump supported the vi-
olence because he said there were
good people on both sides. They fail
to report that Trump tweeted a call to
end the violence and then later spoke
about condemning the violence.

They have called Trump a fascist
throughout his term in office. They
have said that he craves power and is
out to force his will on others. Except
that’s not exactly true. Throughout
the Black Lives Matter and Antifa
riots of 2020, President Donald
Trump offered support but was told
no thanks.

They have criticized his coron-
avirus response since the first oppor-
tunity. They claim that he should have
issued a mandatory shutdown of the
country, forced mask mandates and
have even suggested mandatory vac-
cines at one point. Yet again, Presi-
dent Donald Trump, the “fascist”
resisted and said that this is best han-
dled by the states in a more local
fashion.

Now they want to blame him for
the riots at the Capitol last week.
They say that his comments caused
the mobs to want to march to the
Capitol and injure lawmakers. Matt
Walsh from The Daily Wire says it
well:

One must engage in all sorts of
mental gymnastics to pretend that
“fight like hell” is anything but a very
common figure of speech. Sen.
Richard Blumenthal said he was
going to “fight like hell” against
Trump’s Supreme Court nominee. Did

Please see EDITORIAL on P. 14
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A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
• Divide your property with a parcel map
Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

10878 Highway 41
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com
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Like most people, at the end of
every year I take stock of my life
and think about everything I have
accomplished, goals I didn’t meet
and areas I can improve in the
coming year. As I look back on
2020, I think of all the magnificent
things I’ve been able to do. I trav-
eled to far off, wondrous lands. I
dined out in delicious restaurants
with all of my friends nearly every
night. I went to the theater and en-
joyed fantastic movies with amaz-
ing picture and surround sound. I
went to spectacular Christmas par-
t ies and spent the holiday season
with all of my friends and family.
Wait, that doesn’t sound right …

Ok, I remember now. I spent
the majority of the year locked in
my house being told I am not al-
lowed to go outside lest I catch a
virus that, to date, has a surviv-
abili ty rate of 98.3 percent (CDC
numbers as of 12/29/2020:
19,232,843 Total Cases in the U.S.
and 334,029 deaths, or 1.7 per-
cent).

I t’s been a
c o n t e n t i o u s
year, and that’s
putting it
mildly. From
the run on toilet
paper and eggs,
to nationwide
lockdowns that
broke the econ-
omy and shat-
tered people’s
lives, to being
told we had to
schedule our
Christmas gath-
erings via
Zoom, it’s been
a year unlike any other. Then
throw in some riots poorly mas-
querading as peaceful protests, a
call to defund the police, a con-
tested presidential election and we
have ourselves a real crap show
now. It’s hard to imagine that even
the li t t le darlings in Hollywood
could come up with such a plot-
line.

As if all of that isn’t enough,
we have the social media police to
contend with. Whether it’s Face-
book fact checkers censoring data
and controll ing the narrative or
friends and family berating you for

Bye-Bye 2020 ...

having an opinion – or worse
tell ing a joke – all you need to
know is: You’re wrong. You can
wear the mask and practice social
distancing all you want, but you
cannot ask questions or express
concerns about things like people
who are unable to provide for their
families or suffering severe mental
anxiety and depression due to
forced seclusion. All of this is in
the name of saving lives, so you
are either with them or you want
everyone’s grandma and grandpa
to die alone in the hospital.

But I do have questions. For
example, if closing businesses and

forcing people
to stay at home
will stop the
spread of the
virus, then why
didn’t i t work
the first t ime
when the major-
i ty of the coun-
try shut down?
And if it , in
fact, did not
work then why
are we trying it
again now?
Here’s another
question, why is
the 1.7 percent

death rate more worrisome than a
person having to permanently
close the business that was their
sole source of income? Why is it
more worrisome than the suicide
rates that were already on the rise
prior to this pandemic? Why is it
more worrisome than people put-
t ing off necessary medical treat-
ment because they have been so
fil led with fear they won’t even
leave their house to see their doc-
tor? Why is it more worrisome
than a completely toppled economy

Despi te my fear of the
coming year, I choose to
c l ing to hope . I hope we
fight back against the social-
i s t agenda bear ing down
upon us . I hope we work to-
ge ther to rebui ld our econ-
omy. I hope we come
together to f igh t agains t
those who seek to destroy us
from within . . .

Please see GENWHY on P. 7

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only
$20OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast

Results
CALL NOW!

1/
21

ccaallll  MMaarrkk  CCrraawwffoorrdd  ••  555599--222255--11443355
CCrraawwffoorrddIInnssuurraanncceeGGrroouupp@@yyaahhoooo..ccoomm

2200--YYeeaarr  RRaanncchhooss  rreessiiddeenntt  ••  2255++  yyeeaarrss  eexxppeerriieennccee
LLiicc..  ##OOEE5522003333  &&  00880000772222aauuttoo  ••  hhoommee  ••  ccoommmmeerrcciiaall  ••  wwoorrkkeerrss  ccoommpp
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Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent
Sago Rey

Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

6700 E. Central Ave. • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Juan and Maria at

1/21

and a second great depression? Who

decided that avoiding a mere 1.7

percent chance of death is more im-

portant than living a quality life?

Moreover, why did we as a society

let them?

I don’t know what 2021 has in

store for us, but I’m afraid. I am

afraid because we have a party about

to take over the White House that

has spent the last four years vi-

ciously dividing our country. I’m

afraid because we have a govern-

ment fi l led with people who are

willing to overlook reasonable sus-

picion of election fraud so long as

the bad man is out of the big seat.

I’m afraid because there are gover-

nors willing to put their own desire

for power over the general wellbe-

ing of their citizenry.

You know what I am not afraid

of, though? I’m not afraid of the 1.7

percent death rate. Not because I

don’t think it could happen to me – I

know it could. Not because it could-

n’t happen to the people I love – I

know that could happen as well. I’m

not afraid because there are many

things far worse than death, a few of

which are: Tyrannical governments,

socialism, cities without strong po-

lice forces, widespread and rampant

poverty and breadlines. And for any-

one who just scoffed at the mention

of breadlines, read about what hap-

pened in New Mexico in November

and December where everyone, in-

cluding the elderly, waited for hours

in the cold just to buy groceries.

Despite my fear of the coming

year, I choose to cling to hope. I

hope we fight back against the so-

cialist agenda bearing down upon

us. I hope we work together to re-

build our economy. I hope we come

together to fight against those who

seek to destroy us from within. I

hope we hold our government ac-

countable to our constitution. I hope

we soon see ourselves free from the

tyranny we have experienced in

2020. And most importantly, I hope

each and every one of you find

health, peace and many blessings in

2021 and beyond. May God bless

you all, and may God bless America,

because we are going to need it!

GENWHY cont. from P. 6

CA #441782

www.chadstrucking.com ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •

HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •

LANDSCAPEMATERIAL •

FILL DIRT •

TOP SOIL •

HUMUS •

BARK •

CHIPS •

RIVER ROCK •

BASE ROCK •

ROCK DUST •

COBBLE STONES •

DRIVEWAY BASE •

CONSTRUCTIONCLEANUP •559-645-5363

LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

1
/2
1

• House Pads • Lot Leveling •
Underground Utilities Installed
• Septic Systems Installed •

Concrete Work
• Driveways •
Trenching

Call Sonny at
S.G.E.

Lic. #719500

1
/2
1

1
/2
1

fringe.

Suppressing free speech is not the

answer; holding rioters accountable for

their actions is the answer. And we are.

IF we had prosecuted BLM and Antifa

rioters across the country with the same

determination these last six months, this

incident may not have happened at all.

Short of declaring war, the power of

impeachment is the most solemn and

consequential act that Congress can

take. To use it in this manner – in the

heat of the moment, with no hearings,

no due process, many members phoning

in their votes after a hastily called de-

bate, exactly one week before a new

President is to take office, trivializes

this power to the point of caricature.

The Democrats have won every-

thing in sight: the House, the Senate and

the Presidency. In a Republic, that calls

for magnanimity by the victors. Only in

a banana republic does it call for

vengeance.

Benjamin Franklin warned that

“Passion governs, and she never gov-

erns wisely.” In our passions this week

we have set some dangerous new prece-

dents that will haunt us for years to

come. Yesterday, we redefined intem-

perate speech as a physical incapacity

requiring removal from office. Today

we define it as a high crime and misde-

meanor.

The moment any member of this

body gives an impassioned speech, and

the lunatic fringe of their movement

takes license from it, be prepared to an-

swer to this new precedent we establish

today. I could cite plenty of provocative

speeches made by Democrats that di-

rectly preceded violence this summer,

but we’ve already had enough of that.

After 600,000 Americans had per-

ished in the Civil War, Abraham Lin-

coln appealed to the “better angels of

our nature.” He said, “With malice to-

ward none; with charity for all … let us

bind up the nation’s wounds.” Those

words were so important to the unity of

the nation they are inscribed in marble

at the Lincoln Memorial.

I cannot think of a more petty, vin-

dictive and gratuitous act than to im-

peach an already defeated President a

week before he is to leave office. Presi-

dent-elect Biden’s promise to heal the

nation becomes a hollow mockery in the

harsh reality of this unconstitutional act.

God help our Country.

Tom McClintock

U.S. Congress

California 4th District

LETTERS cont. from P. 4
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Super Bowl Sunday is a good

excuse to “ lega l ly” br ing out the

munchies . But don’ t jus t open a

bag of chips and say , “ th is i s i t . ”

Depending on how many wi l l be

in your chee r ing group , you

could have a “pot luck” and have

each one br ing someth ing di f fe r -

en t to ea t . A s imple sugges t ion

( i f you’ re a t a los s a t wha t to

b r ing ) i s open a package of

c ream cheese tha t i s a t room

tempera tu re and pour a j a r o f

sa l sa over i t and serve wi th tor -

t i l l a ch ips . Or , i f you l ike

sea food ins tead of sa l sa , pour a

by Jean Briner

Super Bowl?
Super Food!

E d i t o r ’s N o t e : W i t h t h e
p a s s i n g o f A u n t J e a n , I
h a v e d e c i d e d t o b r i n g y o u a
“ B e s t O f ” o f h e r r e c i p e s
o v e r t h e p a s t 1 0 y e a r s .
G o o d r e c i p e s a r e t i m e l e s s
a n d I h o p e y o u e n j o y t h e m
a l l o v e r a g a i n .

(January 2011)

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

1/21 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TTIIRREEDD  OOFF  PPAAYYIINNGG
FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation

Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 

You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals

today at

j a r  o f  e i ther  shr imp or  c rab  cock-

tai l  on the cream cheese and serve

wi th  p i t a  ch ips .  Or  how abou t  a

t r ay  o f  s l i ced  cucumbers ,  zuc -

ch in i ,  ca r ro t s ,  b rocco l i ,  cau l i -

f lower  and  o l ives  wi th  a  bowl  of

ranch  dress ing?

One of  my favor i te  d ips  i s  the

old  s tandby sour  c ream and onion

soup  mix .  Jus t  s t i r  i n  a  package

of  Lip ton  Onion  Soup mix  in to  a

p in t  of  sour  c ream but  be  sure  to

le t  i t  s i t  a  couple  of  hours  before

se rv ing  so  you  won’ t  be  b i t i ng

down on  d ry  on ions .  The  o the r

d ip  I  l ike  i s  the  Seven  Layer  Dip

–  tha t  i s  the  name of  i t ,  bu t  there

a ren ’ t  a lways  seven  i t ems  l ay -

e red .  When  our  f ami ly  ge t s  t o -

ge the r  and  I  t ake  th i s  d ip ,  I

u sua l ly  make  i t  on  a  l a rge  j e l ly

ro l l  pan .

Seven Layer  Dip
Refr ied  Beans

Sour  Cream

Guacamole

Diced  Chi les  (dra ined)

Shredded  Let tuce

Diced  Tomatoes

Green  Onions  –  chopped

Sl iced  Ol ives

Gra ted  Cheese  

I  d idn ’ t  pu t  any  amoun t s  be -

cause  i t  a l l  depends  on  the  s ize  of

the  p la t te r  you  wi l l  be  us ing .  For

the  pan I  use ,  I  use  two large  cans

of  beans ,  a  p in t  of  sour  cream and

a  con ta ine r  o f  p repa red  gua -

camole  (be t t e r  i f  you  make  i t

f resh) .  Also ,  i f  you  want  to  se rve

th i s  a  l i t t l e  f anc ie r ,  c rumble  and

brown  a  pound  o f  hamburge r ,

d ra in  we l l  and  pu t  on  top  o f  t he

beans  before  the  sour  c ream.  I ’ve

a l so  pu t  a  j a r  o f  s a l sa  on  be fo re

put t ing  on  the  le t tuce .  Serve  wi th

tor t i l l a  ch ips .

I  found  a  r ec ipe  f rom a  g i r l

t ha t  worked  in  ou r  o f f i ce  fo r

Brandied  Chicken  Wings

B r a n d i e d
Chicken Wings

3  Pounds

Chicken  Wings

(wi th  t i p s  r e -

moved)

Sauce
¼ C Brown

Sugar  (packed)

¼ C  Cook-

ing  sher ry

¾ C  Soy

Sauce

2  t  Ground

Ginger

1  o r  2  C loves  o f  Gar l i c ,

chopped

Combine  sauce  ing red ien t s .

P lace  ch icken  wings  in  bak ing

dish .  Pour  mar inade  over  ch icken

wings ,  l e t  soak  ove rn igh t .  Bake

on greased cookie  sheet  a t  450 for

10  minutes  on  each  s ide .  Reduce

hea t  t o  350  and  bake  abou t15

minu tes  longe r  un t i l  w ings  a re

done .

Or  how abou t  a  d ip  tha t  you

don’ t  have  to  wash the  bowl  when

i t ’ s  gone?  

Knorr  Spinach Dip
1  Pkg .  (10  oz )  F rozen

Chopped  Sp inach  – thawed  and

squeezed  dry

1  Con ta ine r  (16  oz )  Sour

Cream

1 C Mayonnaise

1  Pkg .  Knor r  Vege tab le

Recipe  Mix ( I  read  another  rec ipe

and i t  ca l led  for

a  package  o f

Knor r  Leek

Soup Mix)

1  Can (8  oz)

Wate r  Ches t -

nu t s ,  d ra ined

and chopped

1  Green

Onion ,  chopped

(opt iona l )

Combine  a l l

i ng red ien t s  and

chi l l  for  a t  leas t

2  hours .

Hollow out  a  round loaf  of

French bread, or if  your table will

have room for i t  and you can’t  f ind

the round loaf,  how about a regular

loaf of French bread and serve the

dip in the hollowed loaf? Take the

hol lowed bread and break i t  in to

bite-size pieces and use as dippers.

When dip gets  a lmost  gone,  tear

the “bowl” apart  to  eat  and you

have already dipped bread.

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
the Ranchos Independent

Over 15 years of experience
Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife

Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation
Nuisance animal trapping 

Call for an inspection TODAY!
1/21

But  don’t  jus t  open  a  bag
o f  ch ip s  and  say,  “ th i s  i s
i t .”  Depending on how many
w i l l  b e  i n  y o u r  c h e e r i n g
group ,  you  cou ld  have  a
“po t  l uck”  and  have  each
one  br ing  some th ing  d i f f e r-
en t  to  ea t .

*SPECIAL RATES WITH THIS COUPON ONLY!
COUPON GOOD THROUGH 2/28/21

37357 AVE. 12 • NEXT TO LEE KITCHEN 
GLASS • PLASTIC • ALUMINUM

1
-2
1

Aluminum Cans
$1.80/pound*
(25 lbs. or more)

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY
10 A.M. - 5 P.M.
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By Nancy Wayne

The inaugural Kiwanis Drive By Christmas House
Decorating Contest was a big success with 21 houses
participating. The decorations were bright and cheerful,
and many people commented how much fun to drive
around and experience the spirit of Christmas in the
greater Ranchos neighborhoods.

Kiwanis members would like to thank local busi-
nesses who helped with advertisement and donations. Ki-
wanis members Bev Delk, Leslie Carella and Nancy
Wayne walked the businesses and neighborhoods hand-
ing out fliers and posters. Bev Walsh helped with social
media advertising and the printing of maps.

Three businesses donated gift certificates: Ranchos
Liberty Café; Simply Scrumptious; and Pizza Factory. The Kiwanis club donated $50
in cash for the winners of the contest.

Also, a big thanks to Fernwood Nursery, as mem-
bers handed out maps/ballots in their parking lot at the
kickoff event Dec. 12. Becky Koop donated her speaker
system for Christmas music and Marie Cameron brought
a fire pit to keep members warm. President Richard
Wayne provided a pop-up tent and Thom Walsh man-
aged the fire pit as people came by to pick up the maps.
Everyone seemed to feel the Christmas cheer. Virginia
Vick offered the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
front door for a location for the ballots to be dropped off
after voting.

The winners of the Christmas House Decorated Con-
test were: 1st Place, #15 Jeff Dizney; 2nd Place #19 Jerry
Schoenherr; 3rd and 4th Place (tie) #7 Joel and Bailey
Nelson, and #12 Jeff and Julie Clark.

Thank you to all who participated. The sparkly, bright and cheerful homes showed
the spirit of the Ranchos at Christmas.

Kiwanis Korner

Inaugural Ranchos “Drive By” Home Decorating Contest a Success
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Click on “Local News” at

Straight Truths to Combat Lies

Caller ID identified the incoming
call as PG&E. When I answered, the
gentleman greeted me and said that
our power would be turned off in
about 45 minutes. My first thought
was that they were working in our
area, then he added, “… unless your
balance is paid.”

It took longer than it should have
for me to identify him as a liar and a
thief. First, I was
put at ease by the
familiar. Caller
ID said it was
PG&E. We’ve
had notifications
about shutdowns.
When he added
the part about the
past due bill, I
went into panic
mode which re-
moves the ability to think reasonably.
Thirdly, I was ignorant about when it
was last paid since my husband pays
the bills. Those three elements – fa-
miliarity, panic, and ignorance – gave
me cause for briefly succumbing to
the liar and would-be thief on the
other end of the line. If you’re strug-
gling with organization and produc-
tivity, you may be listening to a liar
and a thief.

The liar says, “You never finish
stuff, so why start?” Sound familiar?
“You’re already overloaded with
things to do. Your life will implode if
you add one more.” In a panic? “You
can’t do it because you don’t know
how.” Feel ignorant?

Don’t Believe the Lies
Believing these lies steals your

peace of mind. When disorganization
disrupts a relationship, the thief has
won again. Time wasted looking for
things steals time from higher priori-
ties. Your wallet is a target too: Late
fees due to mail clutter, payments for
extra storage, buying replacements for

things you can’t find.
Lies about organization and pro-

ductivity are often more subtle than
my would-be thief who held my elec-
tricity hostage for a $900 payment.
Don’t beat yourself up if you have
succumbed. My remedy was to hang
up on the liar and call the place I
knew would give me the straight truth
— the real PG&E. (Be wary of the
scam. I’ve already had a second call
just like it.)

Straight Truths
Here are straight truths to combat

the lies that threaten your organiza-
tion and productivity:

1. You have finished stuff.
Maybe it was high school, or a Mas-
ter’s degree, or a personal project or
goal. Maybe you’ve been sober for
two years or 20. Each day is an ac-
complishment. List three things
you’ve done in life that were chal-
lenging. Now record one organizing
project you’d like to accomplish. Start
small. A drawer, your purse, or maybe

your pet supplies.
Combat the lie
with the truth
that you can ac-
complish this
goal.

2. Adding is
sometimes sub-
tracting. Look
for a way to be
productive that
will open up time

and space in your life rather than put
you over the edge. Do you look for-
ward to the weekend until you notice
the huge pile of clean laundry or dirty
dishes that accumulated during the
week? Adding a 10-minute task of
putting away each clean load or doing
the dishes nightly can subtract an
overwhelming pile at week’s end.

3. You know enough. Fortunately
for all of us, getting organized isn’t
rocket science. Almost all projects in-
clude these four steps: Purging, put-
ting like things together, creating
homes and putting things back where
they go. If you get stuck on any of
those, feel free to give me a call. I’ll
answer as long as the caller ID does-
n’t say PG&E!

Contact Organized by Choice (be-
cause things don’t always fall into
place) at P.O. Box 26152, Fresno, CA
93729, call 559-871-3314 or email
info@organized bychoice.com. You
can visit www.organizedbychoice.com
when you go online.

Lies about organization and
productivity are often more sub-
tle than my would-be thief who
held my electricity hostage for a
$900 payment. Don’t beat your-
self up if you have succumbed.

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts
559-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

AArrttss  &&  CCrraaffttss  SSttuuddiioo  ••  BBiissqquuee  ••  WWoooodd  IItteemmss

1/
21

Tue-Sat 12-6 • Sun-Mon Appointment Only
Visit us at www.RanchosCraftersStudio.com
and Facebook “What’s Up in the Ranchos”
Contact us for SPECIAL GROUP PARTIES

NEVER a sitting fee • Walk-ins ALWAYSwelcome

1/
21

Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting

Concrete Foundations & Flatwork 1/
21

Mar. 3-4, 2021 – 8 a.m. to noon by ap-
pointment only. Please call the school of-
fice at 645-3560 to schedule an
appointment. Registration packets can be
picked up Monday through Friday between
7:30 a.m. and 4 p.m. in the Sierra View of-
fice beginning Feb. 9. Please return all reg-
istration forms completed by Feb. 26. 

Stone Creek Elementary (395-5264):
Thursday, Feb. 25, 2021, by appointment
only – Kinder and TK Registration pack-
ets can be picked up Monday through Fri-

day between 7:30 a.m. and 4 p.m. in the
temporary Stone Creek Office, located in
the Gear Barn at The Lodge, beginning
Feb. 1.

At all of the schools, when you pick
up your packet you will schedule an ap-
pointment to return your packet for regis-
tration. In addition, if you have concerns
about your immunization records and
would like to verify that your child has all
of the necessary shots before your ap-
pointment, please feel free to bring the
immunization card to the office when you
pick up your packet.

REG cont. from P. 2
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Senior Report

Writing Class Changes Minds
By Margaret Tynan

Though the Ranchos/Hills Sen-
iors Center remains closed for indoor
events, we are hopeful that as more
people get the COVID19 vaccine, we
will be able to resume some of our
regular activities. Stay tuned for up-
dates as they become available. The
Center will hold its outdoor monthly
sale on Saturday, Feb. 6 from 8 a.m.
to noon. As usual, the Treasure
House features a wide variety of
items including
clothing for all ages,
household items,
books and toys, to
name a few. Find
plants for sprucing
up your yard at the
Garden Sale. We ap-
preciate your wear-
ing a mask and
maintaining physical
distancing while
shopping. Donations
are always welcomed
and appreciated.
Make your check out
to Ranchos Hills
Seniors and mail to 37330 Berkshire
Dr., Madera, CA 93636. Please note:
At this time, we are only able to ac-
cept donations of physical items by
appointment. Please call 645-4864 to
schedule.

The Center’s Writing Group con-
tinues to meet on Zoom. Being part of
the group has helped to keep us con-
nected and engaged in thoughtful cre-
ative activity. Everyone in the group
is a novice at creative writing. We’ve
had many discussions about the fears
of not being able to write, not having
writing skills or not being creative.
At one of our recent meetings,
Shirley Tickel shared a short piece on
her personal endeavor to overcome
those fears. It has a message from
which we might all benefit.

Help for My Writing
by Shirley Tickel

I am having so much trouble with
writing, or I think I do. I enjoy hear-
ing the writings from the class. [The
members] write and express them-
selves so well. Maybe when they
started writing, they didn’t do as
well.

I read an article on the internet
the other day entitled Three Keys to

Overcoming Perfectionism. It began
with a Zig Ziglar quote: “Anything
worth doing is worth doing poorly,
until you can learn to do it well.” It
went on to discuss the first of three
keys: embrace failure. I guess I
should not be afraid of making mis-
takes and keep on learning from
them. The thing is, being aware of
those mistakes.

The next key was: don’t worry
what others say. This is a bad habit
of mine. I got this partly from my

Mom. She would al-
ways admonish, espe-
cially when I was a
kid, “What will the
neighbors say?” I can
at times still hear her
say it.

The last key was:
try something new. I
am thinking that start-
ing this writing class
would be in that cate-
gory. The article en-
courages trying
something outside my
comfort zone, some-
thing I’ve never tried

before. It suggests this would help
me to push past the need to be perfect
and allow me to build a habit of not
caring what others will think or say.
I should roll up my sleeves and get
ready to learn from my mistakes and
failures. I should just let the words
flow. I’m going to try this and see
where it will take me. I can only try.

Shirley moved from Fresno in
1988 with her husband to the Madera
Ranchos. After joining the Center
nearly 18 years ago, she served as
Treasurer for 12 years and is cur-
rently on the Board. She has always
been an avid reader. She shared that
as a child she would read by flash-
light under the covers after lights-
out. Now, she is trying her hand at
writing.

If you are 50 years or older and
want to express your creative self,
join the Ranchos/Hills Seniors Writ-
ing Group. Contact Rosemary Janis
at Rosemary@myrancho.net. The up-
coming meetings are Monday, Feb. 1
and 15, from 2 to 3:30 p.m.

Thought for February: “Failure
is success in progress.” — Albert
Einstein

Senior Center member and
budding author, Shirley Tickel.

••  WWaatteerr  WWeellll  DDrriilllliinngg
••  PPuummpp  SSeerrvviiccee  &&  RReeppaaiirr

••  WWeellll  AAbbaannddoonnmmeennttss
••  WWaatteerr  SSttoorraaggee  SSyysstteemmss    

••  WWeellll  CCeerrttiiffiiccaattiioonn

““FFrroomm  tthhee  ddrriilllliinngg  ooff  tthhee
wweellll  ttoo  ttuurrnniinngg  oonn  yyoouurr
ffaauucceett,,  wwee  ddoo  iitt  aallll..””

1/
21
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Upcoming Events

The Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce would love to see you at our
next meeting, Wednesday, February 10 at
6:30 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C in the
Maywood Center. Come join us and see
what’s going on in your community. Call
us at 645-4001.

WWhheenn’’ss  tthhee  NNEEXXTT  CChhaammbbeerr
ooff  CCoommmmeerrccee  MMeeeettiinngg??

1/21

By Wyatt Morgan and
Corinna Martinez

On Nov. 18,
Achievement Night
was held.  Achieve-
ment Night is  when
the top members in
any of the clubs in
Madera are recog-
nized. Congratulations
to everyone who did well on their record books this year. Here are the re-
sults for Achievement Night for members of Sierra Shadows 4-H: 

Category of Public Speaking: Wyatt Morgan, Delaney Rocca, Hunter
William-Smith and Griffin William-Smith all got gold medals. Corinna
Martinez won a platinum medal.

Category of Shooting Sports:  Hunter Williams-Smith,  Griffin
Williams-Smith and Wyatt Morgan medalists.

Bronze Star winners: Corinna Martinez, Delaney Rocca and Wyatt
Morgan.

Platinum Star winner: Lily Kier.
Record Book Awards: Wyatt Morgan First Place medalist in the Beef

Project.  Micah Lee County Winner in Outdoor Adventures;  Hunter
W i l l i a m s - S m i t h
County Winner in
C ommu n i c a t i o n s
and Public Speak-
ing; Delaney Rocca
First  Place medal-
ist  in Arts and
Crafts;  Aubrey
Rocca First  Place
medalist  in Foods
and Nutrit ion;
Emily Waldren
Second Place
medalist  in Foods
and Nutrition; Lily
Kier County Win-
ner in Horses;
Sierra Gonzalez
County Winner in
Self Determined;
Jake Poore First
Medalist  in Self
Determined; and
Corinna Martinez
Fifth Medalist  in
Swine.

Officer Books: Emily Waldren medalist for Historian; Wyatt Morgan
and Corinna Martinez County Winner for Reporter;  Lily Kier County
Winner for Reporting Secretary; and Taylor Cardoza County Winner for
Treasurer. Great job everyone. Sierra Shadows 4-H is so proud of you.

On Dec. 5,  the Sierra Shadows 4-H club held its inaugural annual
Jingle Jangle walk. Typically, we would hold a Christmas feast for our
members but because of COVID restrictions, we needed to meet outside.
We met at the house of one of our leaders and lined up to walk around
the neighborhood looking at the beautiful Christmas lights while prac-
t icing social  distancing.  The walk f inished at  another leader’s  house
where each of the projects in our club had decorated their own Christ-
mas tree. We got to walk through and look at all  these trees. There was
a hayride for those members who didn’t want to walk and a lot of our
members came decked out  in l ights  and Christmas spir i t .  This  was a
very fun event  that  we look forward to making an annual  event  from
now on.

Sierra Shadows 4-H members during their Jingle Jan-
gle walk in December.

With the changes brought by Covid19 re-
strictions enacted by the State of California
and Madera County, fundraising for non-
profit groups like the Golden Valley Cham-
ber of Commerce have been sharply
curtailed. Beloved annual events like the
Flatlanders Day Parade and Crafts Fair,
Community Crab Feed and others have
been brought to a halt, along with the fund-
ing they provide. The Chamber is actively
looking at alternatives, including grants, do-
nations and “virtual” events online. As those
alternatives become available the Chamber
will keep you informed about them. The last
thing the Golden Valley Chamber of Com-
merce and its members want to do is sacri-
fice their great relationship with the people
of the best little community in Central Cali-
fornia. 

If you have a suggestion for the Cham-
ber, contact Chamber President Alma Grif-
fen at 645-4001 and come to the next
monthly meeting on Wednesday, Feb. 10 at
6:30 p.m. at 37167 Ave. 12 # 5C. We hope
to see you there and get through this to-
gether. 
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anyone imagine that he intended to en-
gage in literal fistfights on the floor of
the Senate?

Time and again, Trump asked for
peace last week. What did he receive
for those requests for peace? Censor-
ship from big tech and a second im-
peachment amid calls for invoking the
25th Amendment.

I have never said Trump is perfect.
Many times I have criticized how he
said something or how he acted. While
there may be some personality traits I
do not like, President Donald Trump is
not any of the things that the left has
called him or blamed him for. The
common theme in everything that has
happened throughout the Trump ad-
ministration is that the Left coordi-
nated it. In each situation, President
Donald Trump fell victim to the Left
and how the Democrats and main-
stream media were coordinating to
eliminate him from existence.

Radical left-wing protesters de-
stroyed cities and towns across the coun-
try in riots last year. Democrat
politicians came out in support of these
acts one after the other. Kamala Harris
said that the violence needed to continue.
Those in Congress marched with them
and said they supported the movement.
They blamed Trump for it, because of his
racism. Except they were the ones incit-
ing the riots. They were the ones fanning
the flames of racial tension.

Hillary Clinton and the DNC fab-
ricated an entire Russia hoax. They fed
it to Nancy Pelosi and the mainstream
media who ridiculed Trump with it for
months. After a thorough investigation
and millions of dollars, no evidence
was produced. This time, they decided

there was no need for an investigation
or evidence. They bypassed it all and
voted on impeachment.

For four years, the segment of the
American people who are gullible were
conditioned by the Left to accept these
things and the way of thinking. They
disliked the violence that the left in-
cited and supported. They disliked the
thoughts of corruption in their govern-
ment. They disliked the thoughts of
continued racism and a fascist being in
office. In just four years, the main-
stream media and the Democrats condi-
tioned part of the American people and
many on the Republican side to hate
President Donald Trump. Not that there
was any evidence of any of the accusa-
tions, but because it was only politi-
cally and socially acceptable to hate
him. The mainstream media and the De-
mocrats started their conditioning proj-
ect in 2016 with the Steele Dossier.
Now, the project nears completion as
they have turned a large portion of
Americans against President Donald
Trump and Trump supporters.

Trump and his supporters are
being banned from social media, from
expressing their free speech and from
conducting business in our free nation.
You see, those are the actions of fas-
cists. In each case, Democrats were
simply conditioning us for their final
attack on President Donald Trump.

Joe Biden will take office in just
one week. I hope it does not take long
for Americans to learn the difficult les-
son that we are about to learn.

Jared Dyson is the Editor-in-Chief
at The Liberty Loft and host of The
Jared Dyson Show. This editorial origi-
nally appeared on www.TheLib-
ertyLoft.com.

EDITORIAL cont. from P. 5
In Memoriam

William Leonard Cosner
“Mr. Bill”

Passed November 17, 2020 • 77 Years Old
William Leonard (Mr. Bill) Cosner was called home,

with his family by his side, from Kuna, Idaho on Nov. 17,
2020 at the age of 77.

Bill was born in Washington, D.C. to Howard and Ruth
Cosner and lived most of his childhood in Parkersburg, West

Virginia. He graduated from Parkersburg High School in 1962 then joined the Navy
where a first dance turned into 56 years of marriage which began Sept. 5, 1964 in
Chicago. After requesting the East Coast, the Navy stationed him in Pearl Harbor from
which his last cruise was spent patrolling the shores of Vietnam.

After his discharge from the Navy, he graduated from Cal Poly and worked in
food processing, which took him all over the world. Following retirement, he moved
to Kuna, ID where he was baptized and joined the Kuna Baptist Church family.

He enjoyed time with family and friends, golfing with his best friend Ed and
anybody who was brave enough to join them, and target, trap and skeet shooting. He
ate halibut sandwiches “just for the halibut,” drank Blue Moon and listened toWillie
Nelson and talk radio non-stop.

He is survived by his wife Barbara; daughter “sweetheart” Leah and husband
Darby; two grandchildren Zachary and Bryce; sister Patricia Schaefer; three brothers:
Howard E. Cosner, Jr., Dennis K. Cosner and Daryl L. Cosner. He was preceded in
death by his sister, Connie Lee Conger. Bill will also be greatly missed by his furry
companions Buster and Bella who shared twice daily walks and sunrises together.

A memorial service was held on Dec. 5, 2020 at the Kuna Baptist Church.
In lieu of flowers, donations to the Oncology Department at the Boise Veterans

Hospital (www.boise.va.gov) would be appreciated.

Got a holding tank to fill?What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want towaste your precious well water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!
1/

21

CALL 645-0634 TO ADVERTISE
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what my future dreams were just a short
time ago; and the real concerns to my fam-
ily and friends and what kind of future to
which we are walking. As usual, I like sta-
bility. It helps me chart my course in life and
with less distress. As I see it, for now I am
one of the lucky ones – still testing negative.

Looking back at humanity’s history
throughout the ages –
the plagues/pan-
demics, the wars and
discourse between
people – those times
are all behind us now.
What we are experi-
encing these days will
also pass. We as peo-
ple tend to endure and
come out stronger and
smarter.

I do not know all of you, but I know
you are of this earth and feeling much of
what I am feeling these days. It is not hope
but certainty that things will get better for
us all. Wounds will heal as time passes. Re-
member the good times and bring them
back. Share them with family and friends as
often as you can and take solace in the fact

that humanity is here to stay and thrive.
It is not always easy, but this is the time

to try and be kinder, more accepting and for-
giving. More loving.

Be well my friends, my heart goes out
to all of you.

Have a Healthy and Happy New Year.
As part of the social distancing, our

monthly board
meetings of the
third Monday of
each month will be
held via telephone
conferencing. The
public is invited and
encouraged to listen
in and offer ideas of
projects that can
help improve our

community. To join in at 6 p.m. on Feb. 15,
dial 312-757-3221. When prompted, dial
the access code 715657949 #.

To call SEMCU for more information,
call 559-363-9095, or reach the organization
at www.semcu.org. You can also send an
email to info@semcu.org.

SEMCU is “By the Community,
For the Community”

By Igal Treibatch

I used to say at this time of the year,
“Happy New Year.” I still say it, but I
begin with “Have a Healthy” and then
“Happy New Year.” Lately, and in my
ownway, I pray more often for all of us to
get over all the anxiety, sickness and dis-
cord we are experiencing these days. Or-
dinarily the tendency for human beings is
to come together when there is a commu-
nity upheaval. These days we are experi-
encing what I would consider as a double
tragedy. The deep split, distancing and
discourse of our society on one hand, and
the COVID-19 Pandemic and its social
distancing requirement on the other.

Having lost friends and family both
to war and sickness brings it all to my
awoken reality, along with the change to

A Word of Hope

It is not always easy, but this is
the time to try and be kinder, more
accepting and forgiving. More lov-
ing ... Have a Healthy and Happy
New Year.

structure in the surrounding area would be
essential to locals.

The fifth project goal is access, mean-
ing that all communities have equitable ac-
cess to affordable and convenient transit
options, including active and public trans-
portation options. A goal of the study is that
all communities within the study area reside
within a reasonable distance of a transit
stop or active transportation facilities.

The goal of offering connectivity is to
increase connections between residential
areas and key employment, education and
recreation locations, thereby enhancing re-
gional connectivity. The study found that
since Highway 41 through the Ranchos is
primarily rural, existing and future residents
may require multiple transit connections to
reach further destinations. The study men-
tions “first/last mile solutions.” These are
scenarios that help people get to and from
public transportation stations and bus stops
by providing shuttle buses, expanding bike
and pedestrian access, and promoting ex-
panded use of ridesharing apps for people
trying to get to transit. The ultimate goal is

STUDY cont. from P. 2

Please see STUDY on P. 18
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SAY YOU SAW IT IN

Click on “Local News” at

Hello 93636,

Last week a 2013 Ford Escape rolled

into the shop with an overheating com-

plaint. In the process of diagnostic, we dis-

covered a Ford Technical Service Bulletin

that addresses overheating complaints for

certain turbocharged 1.6L Ford Escapes.

SafetyRecall 13S12addressespotential lo-

calized overheating of the engine cylinder

head which can result in a crack in the

cylinderheadandcreatea firehazarddue to

leaking oil. The recall includes enhance-

ments to the engine cooling system, engine

shielding and a reflash for the Powertrain

Control Module (PCM). I'm wondering

howaPCM(computer) reflash can correct

what appears to be a mechanical design

issue? Iwasunable to locate any further in-

formation regarding the reflash so I suspect

its purpose is to de-tune the engine and de-

crease stresson thecylinderheadandcool-

ing system.

Also, a 2007 Dodge Cummins diesel

rolled into the shop with the same engine

overheating complaint. After some chal-

lenging diagnostics we were able to deter-

mine the low side driver in the PCM was

defective resulting in anengine cooling fan

failure.TheDodgeCumminsneedsaPCM

replacement.

If you are wondering how a PCM re-

flash and a PCM replacement became the

correct repair for anoverheating engine, let

me explain.

It all began in 1975 with the Energy

PolicyandConservationAct.TheEPCAct

Thank 1970s Arab Oil

was the USA's response to the 1973 Arab Oil

Embargo. With the EPC Act, congress estab-

lished federal fuel economy standards starting

with new 1978 model year passenger cars and

light duty trucks. The 1975 legislation was in-

tended to roughly double average fuel mileage

fornewcars to27.5milespergallonby1985and

22.2MPGfor lightduty trucksby2007.TheEn-

ergy Independence and Security Act of 2007

again raised the fuel economy standards for

America's cars, light trucks andSUVs to a com-

bined fleet average of at least 35MPGby 2020.

In 2009 the Federal Government, state regula-

tors and the auto industry established a national

program to again increase Corporate Average

Fuel Economy (CAFE) standards to approxi-

m a t e l y

4 9 . 6

MPG by

2025. As

of De-

c emb e r

2017, the

on-road

fleet aver-

age was

about 21

MPG. As

you can

imagine, automotive engineers are looking at

every part of the vehicle for potential fuel sav-

ings.

Here are some of the technologies born as

the result of increased fuel mileage compliance

standards: Hybrid and Electric Vehicle Tech-

nologies; Smaller Turbo Charged Engines;

CylinderDeactivation; IdleStop;DirectFuel In-

jection;VariableValve Timing;VariableValve

Lift; Deceleration Fuel Shut-Off; Continuously

VariableTransmissions;ElectricSteering;Smart

Air Conditioning; Smart Charging Systems;

ElectricWater Pumps; Electric Engine Cooling

System Fans; and Regenerative Braking. Other

new technologies include plastic everything.

Weight is the enemy of fuel mileage.Many ve-

hicles now have plastic valve covers, oil pans,

intake manifolds, radiators, water pumps and

cooling fans. Even though everything is smaller

and lighter, electrical driven components are

much more efficient then their mechanically

driven counterparts due to precise control by the

PCM.

OK, back to our case studies.

Amodernautomotive,mechanicallydriven

waterpumpcirculates approximately1gallonof

coolant every second. During freeway driving

that's 3,600 gallons per hour, every hour. With

an electric water pump the PCMmodulates the

impeller speed to circulate only the minimal

amount of coolant necessary tomaintain proper

engine temperature. By reducing the amount of

c o o l a n t

being cir-

cu la ted ,

we reduce

the energy

needed to

circulate

thecoolant

a n d

thereby in-

crease ef-

f ic iency

and fuel

mileage.

It turns out our 2013 EcoBoost Ford Es-

capehada traditionalmechanically drivenwater

pump and the PCM was not involved with its

operationor failure.Ourproblemwas just anold

fashion water pump coolant leak. After the re-

pair we recommended the vehicle be returned

to a Ford dealership for the 13S12 safety revi-

sions.

With our Dodge Cummins, Dodge used a

large electric cooling fan to regulate engine tem-

perature. During heavy engine loads the large

electric fan draws massive amounts of air

through a radiator to dissipate engine heat. Dur-

ing lighter engine loads, the PCMdecreases the

fan blade speed and operation because there is

lessheat todissipate.Replacing themechanically

driven cooling fan with an electrically driven

cooling fan reduces the amount of work being

performed, energy consumed and thereby in-

creases efficiency and fuelmileage. Vehicle en-

gineers have turned to small electric motors to

control many of the modern vehicle functions

because they are light, reliable and can be pro-

grammed to operate in amore efficientmanner.

Don't be surprised if soon even your vehi-

cle’s brake system becomes classified as an

emission component. Non-hybrid vehicles will

soonalsouse regenerativebraking toconvert the

vehicle’s kinetic energy into electrical energy to

recharge the vehicle’s 12-volt battery. That will

decrease the load on the engine from the me-

chanically driven alternator.

California emissions and federal fuel

mileage regulations are the driving forces for so

muchof today’sautomotive innovationand tech-

nology. There is no doubt the modern automo-

bile is the most complex technology that most

individuals interact with on a daily basis. For us,

theautomotiveprofessionals, thenewtechnology

representsa futureofon-going trainingand learn-

ing.Themodernprofessionalautomotive techni-

cian attends more on-going training than any

other industryprofessional that I'mawareof.OH!

That's all fornow.Gottago! It'sSaturdayand I'm

late for class.

As usual I'm looking for interesting and in-

formative automotive topics to write about. If

you have any suggestions, recommendations or

generalor specificquestionsabout apersonalve-

hicle, please TEXT 559-907-7661 and I will

promptly reply.

GodBless America andGodBless 93636

Warren Parr

ASEMaster, Hybrid and Advanced Level

Certified

A 2013 & 2014 NAPA/ASE California

Technician of theYear

This article originally appeared in the Jan-
uary 2019 issue of the Ranchos Independent.

The oil embargo in the 1970s was an inconvenience, but it also spurred new auto-
motive technology that is still in use today.

674-1663

23338 Ave. 14

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

1/21

Lic.#414178

36754AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTOACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

1/21

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing
Sports Physicals only $35!
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www.The Ranchos.com

Have friends or family
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are

you moving but you still
want to keep in touch with

what’s happening in the
Madera Ranchos?

to the Ranchos Independent!

37167 Ave. 12, #5C
Madera, CA 93636

SUBSCRIBE!

local news • local events • local happenings
editorial • games • real estate • columns
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SPREAD THE NEWS!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@yahoo.com
Ranchos IndependentThe
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Alteration Services

Madlin's Alterations - Over 50
years experience - Tailoring, repairs,
wedding gowns. FAST SERVICE.
By appointment only. 36027 Ruth
Ave. Call 559-645-4583.

Carpet Cleaning

Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley
Chamber member. Call Bruce
today for a free estimate. 559-676-
0760.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove in-
serts, pellet stoves and fireplaces.
Also clean clothes dryer vents.

REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY,
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room addi-
tions, barns and patios. Lic. #719500.
Call 559-970-4476.

Firewood

Firewood for sale - Seasoned Al-
mond f i rewood. Round or sp l i t .
Call 259-7122 or 645-5523.

For Sale

1978 S t a r f i r e Cab i n Cru i s e r -
2 2 - f o o t w / t r a i l e r , GREAT
CONDITION - 351 Fo r d , 9 . 8
HP Honda t r o l l i n g mo t o r , 2 n ew
b a t t e r i e s , n ew t i r e s , a l l wo r k
d o n e b y C r o n i n Ma r i n e i n
Made r a Rancho s , cu r r en t l i c en s e
a n d a c o v e r . BEST OFFER .
Ca l l 3 04 - 2019 or 252 - 0291 .

For sale - - Cemetery plots . Two
plots a t St . Peter ’s “Sacred Hear t”
sec t ion . No opening or c los ing in-
c luded . S ide by s ide loca t ion .

$4 ,500 each p lo t . Cal l 559-312-
0891 and please leave message .

For sa le - - Large bird cage with
s t and . Co lo r /wh i t e . $160 o r bes t
of fe r .Cal l 559-312-0891 fo r more
de t a i l s and s i ze . Please l eave
message .

Property Clean Up

Pr o p e r t y c l e a n u p , l a n d s c a p e
ma i n t e n a n c e a n d t r e e t r im -
m i n g . FREE EST IMATES . P r o -
f e s s i o n a l a n d r e l i a b l e . Ca l l
E r i c a t 5 5 9 - 9 0 3 - 3 7 5 7 .

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RE -
CYCLABLE P ICKUP - K IDS
4 RECYCL ING o f f e r s p i c k u p
o f a l l r e c y c l a b l e m a t e r i a l s i n -
c l u d i n g n ew s p a p e r , s h r e d d e d
p a p e r , c o n t a i n e r s , p l a s t i c ,
g l a s s , a l um i n um a n d c a r d -
b o a r d . Ca l l D i a n a a t 9 9 9 -
6 8 3 2 .

Funds suppor t Rancho s
commun i t y o rgan i z a t i on s .

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST-
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean
Up. TRACTOR WORK Discing -
Rototilling - Mowing - Scraping -
Stump Grinding. Call John at 908-
1066.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete work
and underground utilities installed.
Lic. #719500. Call 559-970-4476.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out -
Screen, track, sills included. Remove
hard water stain on home win-dows,
shower doors and car windows. Cobweb
removal too. Fully insured. Call Nick
at 285-1723.
Free estimates. Ask about our

SENIOR DISCOUNT!

Click on “Local News” at
TO ADVERTISE CALL 645-0634

to take more cars off the road.
Safety is reported as one of the moti-

vating factors for the SR 41 and Avenue 9
Sustainable Corridors Study, aiming at im-
proving the safety for all pedestrians, cy-
clists and vehicular traffic along the
corridors. The study proposes that “traffic
calming” measures should be prioritized
along this segment.

Supporting local businesses is the pur-
pose of the “local economy” goal. It figures
that it is essential to maintain the resiliency
ofMadera and Fresno Counties. By improv-
ing placemaking and public access to local
businesses, they will be more equipped to
adapt to future changes in technology trends
or employment whichmight impact the local
economy. The study will be actively engag-
ing with local businesses for their input. For
example, the northern segment of Highway
41 is a key corridor connecting communities
to local businesses such as wineries and casi-
nos in northern and eastern Madera. Engag-
ing with these businesses to gather feedback
on how improved connections to their busi-
nesses will help will also be prioritized.
Likewise, Avenue 9’s primary agriculture
usage relies heavily on reliable connections
and by improving connectivity and access to
these local businesses, the study figures local
farms can be ensured that essential equip-
ment will arrive to them and that their prod-
ucts will be delivered to the public.

The final goal is “healthy and well.”
This goal aims to support active and healthy
lifestyles in the communities surrounding
Highway 41 and Avenue 9. The primary
focus of this goal is eliminating harmful
emissions and getting people to be more
physically active. The study predicts there
will also be opportunities to enhance urban

green spaces and community spaces located
within the corridors which will foster “phys-
ical and social wellness.” Areas along High-
way 41 would have a proposed expanded
bikeway and trail network.

Next Steps
Next is to seek and receive grant fund-

ing for the development of these transporta-
tion solutions in the future. As their literature
reports: “The goals listed in this report will
serve as a foundation for later project tasks
including public outreach events and the
identification and analysis of sustainable cor-
ridor management strategies and sustainable
transportation improvements to be imple-
mented along the study corridors.”

The entire project is available at
www.fresnocog.org/project/fresno-madera-
state-route-41-and-avenue-9-sustainable-
corridors-study/

STUDY cont. from P. 15
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Real Estate
“Real estate is
my life! I make
your real estate

dreams a reality.”

1/
21

“Put my experience, knowledge, service and professionalism to work for you.”

Integrity, Dedication, Results
www.homesmartpva.com/mfoto • DRE #01454566

559-250-6740 • mfotorealtor@gmail.com

www.The Ranchos.com

By Betty Van Valkenburg

In 1897, eight-year-old Virginia Han-
lon, dismayed by reports that there was no
Santa Claus, asked her dad if Santa Claus
was real. He suggested that she consult the
local New York City newspaper, The Sun.
She wrote to the newspaper: “Dear Editor, I
am 8 years old. Some of my little friends
say there is no Santa Claus. Papa says, ‘If
you see it in The Sun, it’s so.’ Please tell me
the truth: Is there a Santa Claus?” The Sun
printed a warmhearted reply, still enjoyed
to this day, which stated: “Yes, Virginia,
there is a Santa Claus.”

Oh, how times have changed since
1897. Let us count the ways:

1. Today’s radicalized press might an-
swer: “No, Virginia, there is no Santa Claus.
He died of coronavirus and Donald Trump
is to blame.”

2. Big newspapers, where they still
exist, are no longer (if they ever really were)
reliable sources of information but are in
most casesmere propagandamachines. And
modern “news” sources taking their place
are equally biased or outright censored.

3. In this era of coronavirus madness,
Governor Newsom might ground Santa’s
sleigh; the elves might make facemasks in-
stead of toys; the radical environmentalists
might ban Rudolph’s lighted red nose; and
Mrs. Claus, heeding Dr. Fauci’s latest-and-
greatest warning, might cancel the family
Christmas dinner and send poor Santa to
bed hungry. Bah, humbug!
Yes, Virginia, there was real voter fraud.

In the troubled year 2020, and now into
2021, amodern-dayVirginiamight bemore
dismayed by reports that cheating could
have affected a presidential election than
whether Santa will continue to bring Christ-
mas gifts. Shewould have heard reports that
dead people voted, that people who no
longer lived in a state voted in that state, that
vote-counting machines were rigged or
prone to errors, that selected batches of bal-
lots were run through counting machines
two and three times, that mail-in ballots
were found hither and yon even after the
election (sometimes in batches equaling just
the numbers needed to overcome a Repub-
lican lead), that some states illegally
counted ballots arriving after the legal cut-
off date, that some states refused to verify

signatures on mail-in ballot envelopes, that
ballots in hidden suitcases were accessed
and counted immediately after Republican
poll watchers were sent home for the night,
that Republican poll watchers were banned
from actually “watching” the vote count,
that the unprecedented numbers of mail-in
ballots were mishandled, that ballot drop
boxes were pilfered and that ballot har-
vesters turned in illegal ballots.

In some cases, today’s Virginia might
have witnessed the actual occurrences of
malfeasance in progress on television
newscasts. But were she to ask her local
newspaper or Google if cheating in the
election really occurred, the replywould be:
“Of course not, Virginia. Nothing to see
here.”

“No, Toto, we’re definitely
not in Kansas anymore.”

In the 1939 movie, The Wizard of Oz, a
tornado swept Dorothy and her dog Toto
from their farm in Kansas to the magical
LandofOz.Theywere separated fromhome,
in a strange land ruled by a phonywizard hid-
ing his true identity behind a curtain and
threatened by theWickedWitch of theWest.
AbewilderedDorothy toldToto, “I’ve a feel-
ing we’re not in Kansas anymore.”

Today, there’s fear in this country that,
soon, we may not be in America anymore.
Following the destructive tornado-like 2020
election, Americansmay awake on January
21, 2021 to a scene eerily similar to the fic-
tional land of Oz in which a feckless phony
who’s been hiding in his basement, rather
than behind a curtain, is President of the
United States of America and a “Wicked
Witch” of San Francisco in the West (liter-
ary license taken) will take his place when
he inevitably falters.

They’ve promised to transformAmer-
ica, and if given the chance, they will. Their
plans outlined in the Democrat Party Na-
tional Platform and candidates’ promises
insure new confiscatory taxes, increasing
dangers of domestic violence and foreign
intervention, new freedom- and prosperity-
strangling regulations, skyrocketing crime
rates resulting from “defunding” of police
and elimination of criminal penalties, buy-
back (confiscation) of firearms, imposing
the Green “Raw” Deal, nationalizing
healthcare and eliminating private insur-
ance, late-term abortion on demand, open
borders and, sadly, much more.

Unlike Dorothy in the movie, we
won’t be able to just close our eyes, click
our heels three times, think “there’s no
place like home” and return to a semblance
of normalcy.

As Tiny Tim said in A Christmas
Carol, may “God bless us, every one.” We
could certainly use divine intervention.

1/
21

What Virginia
Would See Today

• Purchase New
Year's celebration
items that are on
sale in January if
you have a gradu-

ating senior in 2021. You can get all kinds
of items for a fraction of the price, and you
will be ready with all the 2021 things you
need!
• Many people in South Korea opt to com-
press the remains of the dead person into
gem-like beads in different colors, which
are then displayed at home.
• Got a neckache? Grab a pair of long
socks, fill each with 2 cups of uncooked
white rice and a couple of drops of your
favorite essential oil. Knot the sock tightly
to seal. Microwave for up to 2 minutes,
and test temperature before draping it over
your shoulders to apply heat to sore mus-
cles. It's so nice, especially when you're
laying down.
• The oldest known customer service com-
plaint was written on a clay cuneiform
tablet in Mesopotamia 4,000 years ago. In
it, a customer named Nanni complains that
he was sold inferior copper ingots.
• J.P. in New Jersey advises that instead of
using candles during a power outage -- it
can be dangerous! -- try a battery-operated
lantern instead. You can even use solar
garden lights in a vase. You'd be surprised

how much they can light a room.
• Before battles, some Roman gladiators
read product endorsements. The makers of
the film "Gladiator" planned to show this
but nixed the idea for fear that audiences
wouldn't believe it.
• "To trick yourself into saving money,
round up purchases when you enter them
into your checkbook register." -- S.W. in
Arkansas
• "If you're storing clothes in a storage
tote, put a sheet of fabric softener in as
well. It can help repel bugs and keep the
fabrics smelling fresh." -- M.W. in Iowa
• A person with geomelophagia has the
urge to eat raw potatoes.
• "Spray nonwashable plush toys with dry
shampoo to clean and freshen them. Rub
vigorously with a terry cloth to remove
any extra residue and fluff up!" -- P.H. in
Pennsylvania
• Late in his life, Guglielmo Marconi be-
lieved no sound ever dies completely. He
dreamed of building a device strong
enough to pick up the actual words of
Jesus at the "Sermon on the Mount."

Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip,
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL

32803
© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.



Click on “Local News” at

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

HIGH QUALITY

555599--445544--88006600

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336

559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service

• Equipment

• Supplies

• Residential

• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial

• Locally Owned

SINCE

1980

BONDED &

INSURED

LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal

Color Matching

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

Store hours: 

Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00

Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS

All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders
General & Custom

Auto Service
& Repairs

Call Gina
at 559-289-3401

email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Covering
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley

call Mag Anaya Jr.

559-974-1357
Ranchos
Resident

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance

Weekly & monthly service 
(not a licensed contractor)

commercial, residential
and industrial landscaping

info@TouchOfGreenLandscape.us

CA LIC. #934774

559-242-6352call

36754 AVE. 12 •Madera Ranchos

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

660-5262

Page 20

Get Involved!

645-4001
2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m.

37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts
559-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

AArrttss  &&  CCrraaffttss  SSttuuddiioo  ••  BBiissqquuee  ••  WWoooodd  IItteemmss

Jose Lopez
559-779-0401
call

Lic. #1042108

DRIVEWAYS•SIDEWALKS•COMMERCIAL•RESIDENTIAL

(559) 645-0634  

Today!
The Ranchos Independent

RANDY BAILEY
for MORE sales tomorrow, call• TIRES

•ALIGNMENTS
• WHEEL &

TIRE 
PACKAGES

• LIFT & 
LOWERING

KITS
• FREE TIRE

MAINTENANCE

559-831-2937

HAIRCUTS

37184 AVE. 12 #104
(behind Pizza Factory)

439-2004

$13
Seniors Thursdays ONLY $11!

674-1663
ssaammee  ddaayy  sseerrvviiccee

37357 AVE. 12
MADERA RANCHOS
next to LEE KITCHEN

37193 AVE. 12 •Madera Ranchos

7 am - 8 pm DAILY

WE’RE OPEN!

559-416-7292

WE PICK YOU UP!

559-275-0157
7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

monday - friday
“Hometown feeling,

big city service!”
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Aspects call for care in preparing material for submission. Although you
might find it bothersome to go over what you've done, the fact is, rechecking could be worth your time
and effort.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) The week is favorable for Bovines who welcome change. New career
opportunities wait to be checked out. You also might want to get started on that home makeover you've
been considering.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) You might have to be extra careful to protect that surprise you have
planned, thanks to a certain snoopy someone who wants to know more about your plans than you're
willing to share.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Family ties are strong this week, although an old and still-unresolved
problemmight create some unpleasant moments. If so, look to straighten the situation out once and for all.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Although the Lion might see it as an act of loyalty and courage to hold on
to an increasingly shaky position, it might be wiser to make changes now to prevent a possible
meltdown later.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Your gift for adding new people to your circle of friends works
overtime this week, thanks largely to contacts you made during the holidays. A surprise awaits you at
the week's end.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Don't hide your talents. It's a good time to show what you can
do to impress people who can do a lot for you. A dispute with a family member might still need some
smoothing over.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Be open with your colleagues about your plan to bring a
workplace matter out into the open. You'll want their support, and they'll want to know how you'll pull
it off.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Trying to patch up an unraveling relationship is often
easier said than done. But it helps to discuss and work out any problems that arise along the way.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) While your creative aspect remains high this week, you
might want to call on your practical side to help work out the why and wherefore of an upcoming decision.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Dealing with someone's disappointment can be difficult for
Aquarians, who always try to avoid giving pain. But a full explanation and a show of sympathy can
work wonders.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Getting a job-related matter past some major obstacles should be
easier this week. A personal situation might take a surprising but not necessarily unwelcome turn by
the week's end.
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You can be both a dreamer and a doer. You consider
helping others to be an important part of your life.
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1. U.S. PRESIDENTS: The poem "O
Captain! My Captain!" was written after
the death of which president?
2. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What is
the weight of a U.S. quarter?
3. MOVIES: What was the name of the
skyscraper in the drama "Die Hard"?
4. TELEVISION: What city was the
setting for the sitcom "Mork and Mindy"?
5. SCIENCE:What is the studyof knowledge,
reality and existence called?
6. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What are male
blue crabs called?
7. GEOGRAPHY: What is the highest
point in Japan?
8. FOOD & DRINK: The acai berry is
native to which continent?
9. LITERATURE:Who wrote the "Winnie-
the-Pooh" book series for children?
10. MEASUREMENTS: What is an
angstrom?

1.AbrahamLincoln
2.0.2ounces
3.NakatomiPlaza
4.Boulder,Colorado
5.Philosophy
6.Jimmies
7.MountFuji
8.SouthAmerica
9.A.A.Milne
10.Oneten-billionthofameter,usedto
measureverysmalldistances

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez
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It is not hope, but “certainty” that
things will get better for us all.

Wounds will heal as time passes. Remember the good
times and bring them back. Share them with family and
friends as often as you can and take solace in the fact that
humanity is here to stay and thrive. It is not always easy,
but this is the time to be kinder, more accepting, forgiving
and more loving.

May you all have a HEALTHY and HAPPY NEW YEAR

UUnnttiill  ffuurrtthheerr  nnoottiiccee,,  tthhee
rreegguullaarr  SSEEMMCCUU  mmeeeettiinnggss  wwiillll
ttaakkee  ppllaaccee  vviiaa  tteelleeccoonnffeerreennccee..
OOuurr  nneexxtt  mmeeeettiinngg  iiss  MMoonnddaayy,,  FFeebb..  1155  aatt  66  pp..mm..
TThhee  tteelleeccoonnffeerreennccee  nnuummbbeerr  iiss  331122--775577--33112211

aanndd  tthhee  AAcccceessss  CCooddee  iiss  771155--665577--994499..
PPlleeaassee  lleett  uuss  kknnooww  iiff  yyoouu  hhaavvee  aannyy  qquueessttiioonnss..


