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The first of three 1 million gallon water storage tanks
to service the Riverstone Development at

Avenue 12 and Highway 41 is nearing completion
and set to go online in April.

By Karen Petryna
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By Karen Petryna

Just behind PG&E’s Cassidy sub-
station on Ave. 12, approximately 1 mile
west of Highway 41, construction for a
1-million-gallon potable water storage
tank is nearing completion. The tank is
the first of three that will be utilized by
the Riverstone Development at Avenue
12 and Highway 41 at full build out. Ac-
cording to Timo-
thy Jones, part
owner of the de-
velopment and
the one who is
overseeing it, the
tank and connect-
ing water system
will be opera-
tional in April.
The tank, located
at a relative high
spot on Riverstone property on the
north side of Ave. 12, will send water
by gravity via pipelines already run-
ning under Ave. 12 to homes and other
facilities on the south side.

The water that fills the tank will
come from three wells, two new and one

old agricultural well, that are located
south of Ave. 12. Those wells are around
800 to 900 feet deep and they pump in
the range of 1,300 to 1,650 gallons per
minute, according to Jones.

Riverstone’s “backbone” of water,
storm and sewer lines and electrical lines
have already been laid, Jones said,
adding that construction for model
homes begins in late February when in-
tract improvements will also commence
as home builders start to “pull” the util-
ities off of the backbone and into the
neighborhoods and lots.

Riverstone and Root Creek Water
District will meet the County’s water
balance requirements – to take out no
more groundwater than they put back

into the ground –
Jones said, partly
by using the Dis-
trict’s In Lieu
G r o u n d w a t e r
Recharge pipeline,
which also runs
under Ave. 12
from the Madera
Canal’s Lateral 6.2
on the north side
to the District’s

agricultural land on the south side. “[The
water is] all part of the same basin or
District,” Jones said. He further ex-
plained that by using surface water taken
from the canal, the District will provide

The first of three 1-million-
gallon water storage tanks to serv-
ice the Riverstone Development at
Avenue 12 and Highway 41 is
nearing completion and set to go
online in April.

Referring to California’s 2014
Sustainable Groundwater Act,
Jones said, “Everyone in California
will be required to produce a water
balance by 2020. Riverstone is
ahead of the game.”

Please see TANK on P. 16

A New Well for Sierra View
Elementary School is Also in
the Works

By Karen Petryna

Grants for more than $10 million ap-
pear imminent for Sierra View Elementary
School and Special Maintenance District
MD-10a to be applied to a new drinking
water well at Sierra View, estimated at
$368,550, and potentially up to $10 million
to connect the water systems at both Valley
Teen Ranch and Liberty High Schools and
also make other upgrades and improve-
ments to the expanded system.

Previously, Madera County personnel
had reported at public meetings they would
not pursue a project to consolidate Liberty
High School’s water system with MD-10a’s
because they had been told by State author-
ities that the County did not qualify for
grant funding. However, at the Dec. 7, 2015
meeting to discuss the MD-10a plus Valley
Teen Ranch Consolidation Project, as re-
ported in the Dec. 2015 issue of the Ran-
chos Independent, the County’s Engineer I,
Alvina Prakash, said the State would grant
fund the project if Golden Valley Unified
School District (GVUSD) made the appli-
cation itself, since, as a public school, it au-
tomatically qualified as a “Disadvantaged
Community.”

Arsenic Concerns
GVUSD had been struggling with ar-

senic contamination in one of the system
wells since mid-2015, similar to the situa-
tion at Valley Teen Ranch. Due to consis-
tent arsenic levels above the new Maximum
Contaminant Level, or MCL, of 10 parts
per billion, the well had been disconnected
from the water system including its irriga-
tion piping network. And, despite behind
perfectly safe and legal, the well could not
even be used to water the grass on the high
school and middle school campuses.

Maintenance, Operations, Transporta-
tion and Facility Manager Dave Baughman
was equally interested in finding a solution
for the situation at Liberty High School,
since he had two wells for the two schools,
Liberty High and the Ranchos Middle

School, and he knew it would be very diffi-
cult to get by using only one, especially in
the warmer months. But it was Baughman’s
secretary, Melinda Cullins, who brought up
the more immediate concern with the well
at Sierra View Elementary. When asked,
Baughman said that due to the drought, the
well there was failing quickly, sucking sand
and debris, and wreaking havoc with the
mechanical components of the school’s
water system. He had already gotten Ken-
neth Schmidt, the local expert, to design a
new well and had put the work out to bid.
But, again, due to the drought, only one
driller in the area was willing to bid on the
job — everyone else was just too busy.
Baughman had conferred again with
Schmidt, who made modifications to allow
the well to be drilled by the more common
mud rotary method rather than using a re-
verse rotary drill rig and Baughman was
just getting ready to put the job out to bid
again.

Local area non-profit Southeast
Madera County United, or SEMCU, which
has been actively pursuing grants for the
community, approached GVUSD Superin-
tendent Andy Alvarado with a potential new
opportunity for the MD-10a plus GVUSD
Consolidation Project, and he was very in-
terested. Alvarado asked Baughman to meet
with SEMCU before he went further with
the drilling proposals. The outcome of a se-
ries of meetings with State authorities
working for the Drinking Water State Re-
volving Fund and also with Madera County
resulted in the State allowing the County to
pursue grant funding on behalf of GVUSD
to connect the High School and its 1-mil-
lion-gallon storage tank to MD-10a. The
second result was the State notifying
GVUSD and SEMCU that the failing Sierra
View well was eligible for Interim Emer-
gency Drinking Water and Drought Related
Drinking Water Funding.

SEMCU Submits
Since then, with GVUSD Board ap-

proval, SEMCU has submitted the applica-
tion to pay for Sierra View’s new well.
Kassy Chauhan, Senior Sanitary Engineer
with the State Water Resources Control

Potential $10 Million for MD-10a

Please see MILLION on P. 13

By Jim Madaffer

California drivers are bearing the bur-
den of the state’s transportation funding cri-
sis, with the average driver spending more
than $500 a year to repair the wear and tear
on their vehicle caused by bad roads. Gas
tax revenues currently fund most of the

state’s road maintenance and repairs, but gas
tax revenues are declining as cars become
more fuel efficient and as drivers adopt hy-
brids and electric vehicles. Caltrans esti-
mates the funding gap to be about $5.7
billion per year for the state highway system
alone.

Unless we address the transportation

funding shortfall immediately, the funding
gap will only widen. Lawmakers are work-
ing on a short-term solution to maintain our
roadways and we will have to depend on the
gas tax for the immediate future. However,
gas tax revenues will continue to fall behind

Please see ROADS on P. 13

Bearing the
Burden of

California’s
Road Repairs
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Be a Crab Feed “600” Sponsor

Is your business going to the Crab Feed? For $600 you get a table for
10, get to put your company banner up at the event, have your name
listed at every table, have your table introduced at the event and be
listed in the Ranchos Independent. Call 645-4001.

Friday, March 4 • 6 p.m.

At the beautiful DANTE CLUB
No-Host Bar • Music • Auctions

Your $50 ticket includes Crab, Salad, Pasta, Bread and Dessert!
Tables of 10 are available for your Business or Group. Business Sponsorships are also available. Call for info.

Proceeds go to the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce. The Annual Crab Feed always sells out
so get your tickets early! You can get your tickets at the Chamber office, the Ranchos Independent,

Ranchos Pizza Factory or the Ranchos Café. 1/16

The 13th Annual Chamber

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at
our next meeting, always the second Wednesday of the month at 6:30
p.m. 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C. Call us at 645-4001.

Call the Chamber for more information. 645-4001
“Why should I join the Chamber of Commerce?”

1. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce carries the reputa-
tion of being a leader of business integrity in the Ranchos and my affiliation
lends my business credibility.

2. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce is a close-knit or-
ganization in which members support each other’s businesses.

3. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce requires financial
support in order to perform its job of increasing the economic prosperity of the
Ranchos.

4. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce unifies the public
spirit of the Ranchos and directs it into useful and constructive channels that
are not limited to business.

5. Because I feel a sense of personal obligation to improve the quality of
life in the Ranchos.
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WIN FREE PROPANE!

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________
Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2016. Delivery must be by August 31, 2016.

Must be a Valley Propane customer.

WIN 125 GALLONS OF PROPANE

MMAAIILL  TTOO::  VVaalllleeyy  PPrrooppaannee  ••  3377222211  AAvvee..  1122  ##11DD
MMaaddeerraa,,  CCAA  9933663366

1/
16

Letters
Dear Editor:

I have no “dog in the fight” when
it comes to “93636.” I do not live in
your bucolic community but I have
been known to peruse your paper on
occasion.

I’ve noticed each time Mr. Warren
Parr writes to the editor, there seems to
be a hint of a political connotation to
his interests, such as “career vocational
training.” I trust his intentions are
noble. Question: Is he preparing to run
for office? He mentioned a “parcel
tax.” No matter how minute the tax
raise is, it makes most God-fearing
conservatives nervous.

My suggestion to Mr. Parr would
be to contact his assembly or congress-
man’s offices for grants or low interest
loans.

One other suggestion to the editor:
limit the number of words per letter.
On occasion I’ve noticed that some
writers are very verbose. This hinders
all in the class of “Writing to the Editor
101.”

I ran for office and had to pay for
flyers, stamps, etc. Editors would not
print my material for free.

Name withheld upon request
Clovis

Dear Editor:
Thank you again for this feature of

your newspaper. It provides community
members like me the opportunity to

disseminate important information that
may otherwise go unreported. I know
you have a small but dedicated staff
and may not always be able to report
everything on every issue.

In preparing for this January's
GVUSD Board Meeting, I read from
cover to cover the 2014-2015 Auditor's
Report. According to the report (page
62), during the past three years
GVUSD operated at a $1,270,436
deficit to the general fund. Last year’s
operating loss was $503,191. I attrib-
ute most of that deficit to employee
raises negotiated by the previous board
of trustees. Those numbers should be
no surprise to anyone who regularly
reads the Ranchos Independent Letters
to the Editor.

What I was not aware of was the
"Total net position (VALUE) of
GVUSD decreased by $19,027,752
during the year" because of the imple-
mentation of GASB 68 (page 6).

WHAT THE HECK IS GASB 68?
The Governmental Accounting

Standards Board implemented a new
rule, GASB 68, that required school
districts and other state governmental
agencies to disclose all ongoing finan-
cial liabilities from employee pension
funds (page 31) in the audit. For the
first time we have full disclosure and
transparency with regard to our dis-
trict's employee pension fund liabili-
ties. (WOW) The report went on to say
(page 31) GVUSD has $3,475,600

Please see LETTERS on P. 14

Ambulances, fire departments, patrol cars, cabs, repair
and delivery services depend on reflective signs at night.

This service has proven to reduce response time in
emergencies and assist anyone trying  to locate your
house, particularly at night.

• 4” numbers • Mounts on a 63” 4x4 pole
•Visible day and night and in fog - they really stand out!

Order Now!

1/16
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By Rich Lowry

The Obama administration was
right when it insisted that the capture
and release of 10 American sailors by
Iran showed the benefits of a cooper-
ative relationship with Tehran.

The crux of the arrangement is
simple: The Iranians agree to humili-
ate us (and pursue their long war
against the United States and their
hegemonic ambitions in the Middle
East), and we agree not to care. It is,
as Secretary of State John Kerry says,
diplomacy at its best.

What Vice President Joe Biden
called "standard nautical practice" in-
volved the Iranians making our
sailors get on their knees on their
captured boats, eliciting an apology
from the commander, and photo-
graphing and videotaping all of it to
broadcast for propaganda purposes --
in clear violation of international law.

This obviously wasn't another
Carter-era Iranian hostage crisis (it
wasn't even a hostage crisis), but it
was another national humiliation to
add to a sour public mood that Presi-
dent Barack Obama doesn't get, let
alone understand his own role in cre-
ating.

His State of the Union address
was devoted to a pep talk for the
country that did more to demonstrate
that he is out of touch -- an occupa-

tional hazard for late-second-term
presidents -- than that anyone is
wrong to feel pessimistic.

Yes, the economy has had a long
recovery, but it has been slow and
weak and, by some measures, hasn't
been felt in much of the country. Yes,
we are the most powerful nation on
Earth, but our adversaries, from
Vladimir Putin to ISIS to Iran, have
been gaining and are eager to demon-
strate our toothlessness -- in the case
of ISIS, with spectacular acts of evil.

The president's version of world
events in the State of the Union was
particularly wan. He touted the mar-
ginal gains against ISIS without com-
ing to grips with the catastrophes that
made its rise possible; he boasted of
the Iran nuclear deal, with nary a hint
that the pact hasn't moderated Iranian
behavior as hoped; and he spoke as
though "partnering with local forces
and leading international efforts" in
Syria is an effective response to that
country's hellish meltdown.

True to form, in what was sup-
posed to be a visionary speech,
Obama continually took ill-disguised
shots at his potential Republican suc-
cessors, Donald Trump foremost
among them. He scolded the 2016
GOP field for its fear, cheap sound
bites and pandering.

There is all of that, of course -- it
is a primary campaign, after all -- but

The Great Humiliation

“But we knew
thenwhat the

liberal
Democrat

leaders just
couldn't

figure out:
the sky

would not
fall if

America
restored

her strength
andresolve. ”

Guest Editorial

there also is a deeper disgust with the
direction of our country and the fail-
ures of its institutions, and a yearning
for something better.

The president has actively sought
America's diminishment abroad. For
him, this is a shrewd play that avoids
costly entanglements and makes us
stronger. But there is no doubt that we
are less respected and feared around
the world. The public feels it, and
doesn't like it. Many Americans, as a
certain presidential candidate puts it,
want to win again.

They look at the photographs and
videos of those American sailors, and
it feels like a punch in the gut. The
Obama administration looks at them
and says to the Iranians, thank you
very much.

Rich Lowry is editor of the Na-
tional Review.

(c) 2016 by King Features Synd., Inc.
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A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
• Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com

I saw this cartoon a while back
that depicted life in the world of par-
enting today versus 50 years ago. The
yesteryear parents were reprimanding
their child for his grades in front of
the teacher; the present-day parents
were reprimanding the teacher for
their child’s grades in front of the
child. I thought it was amusing, hav-
ing been on the short end of the dis-
cipline paddle myself once or twice in
my youth, but it never carried much
weight with me. Surely parents still
hold their children accountable for
their own behavior. Right? Now that I
think about it, I may be wrong.

I remember an indecent from
when I was in high school. I had an
English teacher that I just couldn’t
manage to gel with, which was weird
because I usually got along with all of
my teachers. He
obviously didn’t
like kids much be-
cause he gave
everyone a hard
time. Perhaps he
had been teaching
too many years
and it soured him.
Perhaps he had
seen too many bad
eggs and he had
become jaded. In
any event, I ended
up getting a few
low grades in his
class. I explained to my parents that
he wasn’t grading the content of the
paper but the opinion. He was more
concerned with preaching his politi-
cal agenda than teaching his students
and he was quick to cut a grade if you
expressed an opposing point of view.
My parents didn’t storm down to the
school and scream at him. Actually,
my dad simply asked me if I argued
my point well enough, and if I did,
then I could go into the teacher my-
self and demand (respectfully he
would always add) a grade review
myself. Taking his advice to heart, I
made sure that every paper I turned in
was impeccably argued with support-
ing evidence and carefully cited
sources. From that point on, every
time he would give me a lower grade
I would then argue with him, point by
point, until he gave me the grade I de-
served. I’ll tell you this: he certainly
taught me to argue well, even if it was
by engaging in shady grading prac-

tices. Perhaps that is a central differ-
ence between parenting then and par-
enting now. I just got a firsthand
glimpse of the other side.

Stuck with a four-hour layover
coming back from visiting my own
parents over the Christmas holidays I
watched a large group of young girls,
maybe 12 or 13 years old, wreaking
havoc on a small pizza restaurant in

Concourse A. It
appeared to be a
pack of athletes
coming home
from a win. Good
for them – bad for
everyone else
within earshot.
They bombarded
the place and took
up about five ta-
bles. They easily
could have
squeezed into two
to save room for
the 50 or so other

patrons who wanted a seat, but the
cliques could clearly not intermingle.
I thought the whole team was sup-
posed to be a, well, team.

The chaperones took a table to
themselves, I don’t begrudge them
that because I wouldn’t want to share
a table with those monsters (of
course, I wouldn’t want to share an
airplane with them either, but that’s a
horse of a different color). They were
close enough to see the shenanigans,
but evidently too tired to care.

The first thing I noticed, apart
from the way they seemed to be mul-
tiplying by the second, was their
mouths. I’ve heard athletes cuss, but
I didn’t think 12 year olds would be
so comfortable doing it so loudly in
public in front of people who were
supposed to be chaperoning them. Is
chaperone French for, “sit there and
do nothing while you drink wine and

“Hands On” Parenting

I was really hoping there
would be an all-out brawl –
I’ve been waiting to video
something like that and post it
to YouTube – but instead it
was a quick battle of wits and
the entire team of teenagers
and the mother of the year
promptly lost.

36734AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTOACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

1/16

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $25!

Self-Help Legal Document Assistant
•

1/16

Madera County LDA Reg. 2010001R • Exp. 8/10/16

Judith L. Locatelli
Legal Document Assistant • Notary Public

“I am not an attorney. I can only provide
self-help services at your specific direction.”

Estate Planning • Family Law
... and more

New Location
Call for an Appointment

559-395-4640office • 559-908-4600 cell
www. JudysLegalDocumentService.Com
36141 Ave. 12 #109 • Madera, CA • 93636

•

Judy’s Legal Document
Service

CALL 645-0634 TO ADVERTISE

Please see GEN WHY on P. 17
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By Betty Van Valkenburg

With the Tea Party movement ap-
proaching its seventh anniversary, it is amaz-
ing that false accusations continue to abound,
but they do. And sometimes one just feels
compelled to set the record straight.

Myth: The Tea Party is just a bunch of
anarchists. Absurd. Anarchists want an ab-
sence of government, which insures chaos.
The Tea Party not only recognizes the need
for government but reveres the Constitution
that established the government of the United
States.

Myth: “The Tea Party is an arm of the
Republican Party.” Definitely not true, al-
though most Tea Party folks are probably
registered Republicans because they see no
other choice. Unfortunately, the Republican
Party has abandoned limited-government
principles to become “Liberal Lite” and that’s
why a Tea Party California Caucus was
formed to try to bring the party back to a sem-
blance of conservatism. And that’s why the
national Tea Party Patriots and local groups
have been instrumental in defeating estab-
lishment Republicans and replacing them
with more principled conservatives. Re-
member John Boehner’s resignation as
House Speaker, fueled to a great extent by
Tea Party activism?

Myth: “Conservatives oppose President
Obama because of his race.” Hogwash! Tea
Party conservatives do oppose the policies of
President Obama on principle. Government
overregulation, massive debt and deficits,
federalized health care, crony capitalism and
executive overreach did not start with Barack
Obama, but he has put them on steroids.
“Conservatives” or “constitutionalists” op-
posed similar policies under many presidents,
including George H. W. Bush (remember that
he lost a second term for abandoning a pledge
of “no new taxes”?); Bill Clinton (remember
Hillary’s 1994 conceived-in-secret healthcare
plan that was resoundingly rejected and eerily
similar to Obamacare?); and Jimmy Carter
(remember that he called for “shared sacri-
fice,” not prosperity?).

Shouting racism, sexism or other “isms”
is a tiresome diversionary tactic. Tea Party
conservatives/constitutionalists/libertarians
support those who promote constitutional
principles and oppose those who don’t, pe-
riod – regardless of gender, ethnicity or skin
color.

Note that Herman Cain was a favorite

candidate of the Tea Party because of his eco-
nomic and political solutions, not his skin
color. Dr. Ben Carson is an obvious polling
favorite with the Tea Party because of his in-
tegrity and conservative philosophy, not his
skin color. Carly Fiorina, although not polling
well, was deemed to have won debates be-
cause of her intelligent, no-nonsense ap-
proach to economics and national defense,
not because she is female. Ted Cruz, whose
father escaped from Cuban communist op-
pression, was backed by the Tea Party when
elected to the Senate. Liberals/progressives
oppose them all. Is that racist or sexist?

Myth: “The Tea Party is a bunch of
redneck know-nothings.” Au contraire. Ac-
tive Tea Partyers are highly informed on
American history, the Constitution, politics
and current events. If they didn’t have a foun-
dation of knowledge before they have be-
come educated quickly through shared
information, educational programs and polit-
ical activism. Ask a Tea Party conservative
about common core or other critical issues
and be ready to hear a five-minute disserta-
tion and perhaps receive a stack of educa-
tional materials!

Myth: “The Tea Party wants people to
‘fend for themselves’and doesn’t believe in
helping the needy.” Well, part of that is true.
Conservatives want all Americans to be suc-
cessful and prosperous so that we can, in-
deed, take care of ourselves and our families.
But people can be “down on their luck” at
times and conservatives do believe they
should get a helping hand when needed –
from individuals, churches, neighbors, char-
ities and the like. The federal government is
not a charity and sadly encourages depend-
ency with its myriad welfare programs. Its
best role in “helping” people is to ensure a ro-
bust economy and free society where hard
work and innovation are rewarded with a
paycheck or a profit.

Fact: Tea Party conservatives are strong
individualists who agree on the core princi-
ples of constitutionally limited government,
free markets and fiscal responsibility. They
may not agree on much else and may dis-
agree on specific proposals and candidates
(much like all Americans, right?).

Conclusion: Governments are becom-
ing increasingly totalitarian and our liberty
depends on concerted, educated, conserva-
tive action. If you agree, you are encouraged
to visit www.CentralValleyTeaParty.com or
www.TeaPartyPatriots.org to learn more and
get involved.

Good sources of information are The
Heritage Foundation, California Political Re-
view, Coalition of Energy Users and Election
Integrity Project – to name very few of many
– and you can sign up for e-mail alerts on
their websites.

Happy New Year to everyone.

Myths vs Facts

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
the Ranchos Independent

Ranchos Dental Care & Orthodontics

www.ranchosdental.net

1/16

559-645-5320

37144 Ave. 12, Suite 104
Madera Ranchos

Matthew Pia, D.D.S.

“like”
us on

HHOORRSSEE  BBOOAARRDDIINNGG
PPAARRKKEERR’’SS  EEQQUUEESSTTRRIIAANN  CCEENNTTEERR

AAvveennuuee  99  aanndd  RRooaadd  3355

55  SSaannddyy  AArreennaass  ••  RRoouunndd  PPeenn  ••  TTaacckk  RRoooommss
TTrraaiilleerr  PPaarrkkiinngg  ••  LLeessssoonnss

FFUULLLL  CCAARREE  ••  FFIINNEESSTT  FFEEEEDD  ••  OOWWNNEERRSS  OONN  PPRREEMMIISSEESS

FFEEBBRRUUAARRYY  SSPPEECCIIAALL
SSiiggnn  UUpp  ffoorr  66  MMoonntthhss  GGeett  77tthh  MMoonntthh  FFRREEEE
CCoovveerreedd  PPeennss  ••  PPaassttuurreess  wwiitthh  CCoovveerrss  ••  SSttaallllss  wwiitthh  RRuunnss

YYeeaarr  AArroouunndd  SSaannddyy  AArreennaass

oonnllyy  $$227700  ppeerr  mmoonntthh

CCAALLLL  TTOODDAAYY  
555599--226644--77998800

1/16
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www.chadstrucking.com ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •
HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •

HUMUS •
BARK •

CHIPS •
RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •

COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •

CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •559-645-5363
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

1/
16

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

1/16 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TTIIRREEDD  OOFF  PPAAYYIINNGG
FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
the Ranchos Independent

We now
deliver to the

Ranchos,
Bonnadelle &
Rolling Hills

areas.1/
16

Here it is time for the Super Bowl
again. Seems like only yesterday they
were just beginning the 2015 season. This
last weekend the playoffs determined who will be in the Super Bowl. The Denver
Broncos will meet the Carolina Panthers and will play Super Bowl 50 on Feb. 7 in
Levi’s Stadium in Santa Clara, home of the San Francisco 49ers. Levi’s Stadium is
known for being the most high-tech stadium in the world. It took over two years to
build with construction beginning in April, 2012 and opening on July 17, 2014. It
seats approximately 68,500 and can be expanded to 75,000 seats. For as high-tech as
it is, it does not have a roof on the place. A statement on the site states, “The struc-
ture takes advantage of our Silicon Valley climate and is predominately open and
airy, while environmentally friendly.” They probably thought we were going to be in
the midst of Global Warming and didn’t dream of the El Niño we are having. I sure
hope it doesn’t rain on the 7th. It cost $1.2 Billion to build. That’s right, billion with
a “B”! 

The reason it is called Levi’s Stadium? On May 8, 2013 the 49ers awarded Levi
Straus & Co. naming rights to the stadium. The deal calls for Levi’s to pay $220.3

Million to the City of Santa Clara and the 49ers over
20 years with an option to extend the deal for an-

other five years for around $75 Million.
I almost choked when I saw the

price of tickets. They start at
$3,389.

Upper Corners (take a box
of tissues for your nose bleed)
are just over $4,000. End Zones
are just over $5,000. Lower

VIP 40-50 yard lines are
$30,385. That’s each ticket.

There is no tailgating
and you can’t take food in

with you. If you get hungry, you buy it there or tough it out until after the game. If
you decide to buy a snack or drink there, it will be pretty pricy: a 20 oz. cheapest do-
mestic beer will be $10.25; a frankfurter (they don’t call them hot dogs there) is
$6.25; a 21 oz. Pepsi product drink is $5.25; a slice of pizza is $8; a bag of M & M’s
is $6 and it’s $5.75 for a 20 oz. bottle of water.

I’m not going to lie to you, if I could walk better (there is lots of walking to get
from your car to your seats) and had the money, I would love to go to one of these
games. I love football. I guess you might say it is in my blood. My dad played for
Chowchilla High graduating in 1928, both brothers played for Chowchilla, Randy
and his brothers played at Montclair High School with youngest brother Adam going
on to play college ball. Now the next generation coming up with my great nephew
Josh playing on the JV team at Liberty High and my brother George’s grandson, my
great nephew Colton Briner, playing at Clovis East. I’m not able to go to their games
but I have followed them on the internet. I have watched every game of my favorite
pro team yelling at the TV like they could hear me. Yes, they are in the playoffs. I’m
not going to tell you which one – but here is a clue: I think Peyton is better than Tom!

Are you going to a Super Bowl party, hosting one or just staying home alone?
Either way, you need some food. You can go to the market and purchase a bag of
chips and a couple containers of dip, or you can order a party tray from any of the
restaurants in the Ranchos, or make a couple of your own.

Bean Dip
1 can refried beans
2 oz. sour cream
4 oz. cream cheese softened
½ jar salsa
1 pkg. taco seasoning
1 can Ortega chilies

Super Recipes for
the Super Bowl

by Jean Briner

Please see AUNT JEAN on P. 9
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Hwy. 99 at Barstow, just east of Island Water Park
M - F 7:30 am - 5:30 pm • complete_car_care@hotmail.com

We do most repairs on most vehicles

We are your local NAPA AutoCare Center

Ranchos resident since 1992

Go Hawks! 1/
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chain link wood wrought iron

chain link • wood fence • wrought iron
privacy plus • gate operators

security windows • security doors • barbed wire
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1 12 oz. bottle Chili Sauce
1 2lb. bag frozen pre-cooked cock-

tail size meat balls.
Place meatballs in slow cooker.

Combine sauces and pour over meat-
balls. Cover and cook 4 hours on HIGH.

At the Chamber of Commerce mix-
ers members bring appetizers for the
get together. After the last one Randy
was telling me about one that he really
enjoyed and wanted me to include it in
this article. It comes courtesy of Patti
Groh.

Bacon Wrapped Crackers
Keebler Club Crackers
Grated Parmesan Cheese
Uncooked Bacon Strips
Place Club Crackers on a rack on a

baking sheet. Top each cracker with
grated parmesan cheese (about ½ tsp.)
Wrap ½ slice thin bacon around cheese
and cracker. Bake in 250 degree oven
for 2 hours. Serve warm or cold. Can be
frozen and reheated. Thank you Patti!

Whether your team wins or loses,
have a good time.

QUESTION OF THE DAY FOR
YOU L.A. RAMS FANS: Now that the
Rams are returning to L.A., will you
root for them again? I know a young
man that had converted a spare bedroom
to the L.A. Ram’s Room – curtains,
bedspread, lamps – you name it. After
they moved to St. Louis, the room was
empty.

Green onion chopped
½ C shredded cheese (any kind – cheddar, Monterey jack, or pepper jack or a

combination)
Mix all ingredients together and put into a baking dish. Sprinkle 1 cup shredded

cheese on top with some chopped onions and sliced olives. Bake at 400 for 40 min-
utes. Serve with tortilla chips.

Chicken Strips with Gravy
24 oz. frozen chicken strips
2 cans crescent rolls
Cook chicken strips according to package directions, but only cook for 8 minutes.

Remove from oven and keep warm.
Place chilled crescent roll dough triangles on clean surface and add a chicken

strip. Wrap the dough around the
chicken and place on an ungreased
baking sheet. Bake at 375 for 10
to 12 minutes or until the rolls
are golden. Serve with your fa-
vorite BBQ sauce for dipping or
make a quick gravy for dipping. Heat
a can of Cream of Chicken soup, adding
just enough milk to make a good
consistency for gravy, adding salt
and pepper to taste.

Want a recipe that will cook
while you are at church that
morning? Game doesn’t start until 3:25 p.m. so you will have plenty of time.

Meatballs in Cranberry Sauce
1 14oz. can cranberry sauce

AUNT JEAN cont. from P. 8
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Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting

Concrete Foundations & Flatwork 1/
16

All Events are FREE!
March 19th – Spring Festival – 9am-2pm
March 27th – “Sonrise” Service 7am – Pancake
Breakfast
May 8th – Mother’s Day Celebration
May 29th – Memorial Day Family Picnic
June 6th–10th – Vacation Bible School
June 12th – Family Day & Picnic
June 19th – Father’s Day Celebration
July 4th – Independence Day Family BBQ &
Fireworks
July 15th & 29th – Family Movie Night
September 11th – 9/11 Remembrance
September 18th – Friend Day Sunday
October 29th – Harvest Festival
November 13th – Veteran’s Day – Honoring
those who served
December 24th – Candle Light Service

Ongoing Ministries
Sunday School 9 AM
Sunday Worship 10:30AM
Wednesday Life apps 6:30 PM
(Please note: No school = No Wednesday
Life apps)
Men’s Breakfast on the first Saturday of the
month at 9 AM
Starting Soon: Ladies Thursday Night Bible
Study at 6 PM

Sunday School 9 AM • Worship 10:30AM
Wednesday Life Apps 6:30 PM
(Please remember no school/

no Wednesday Nights)
12414 Road 37 • Madera Ranchos

www.goldenvalleybaptistchurch.org

1/
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Hello 93636,
I had an odd smog repair last

month so I thought it would be useful
in discussing vehicle communications
networks and modules.

A module is a microprocessor
(more than 50 in some modern vehi-
cles) and they communicate via an on-
board network to share data. My new
customer inherited a 97 BMW 540I
and asked us to evaluate its condition
and perform a
Smog Inspection
for transfer of
title. The cus-
tomer’s priorities
were correct:
SMOG FIRST.
My advice is don't
spend money fix-
ing a vehicle that
won't pass a smog
inspection; you
can't drive it.

Just to digress
here with a warn-
ing to all, in California the seller is
REQUIRED to provide the buyer with
a currently passed smog inspection
certificate. This law protects buyers
from predatory sellers. You may think
the purchase price is a really good deal
but without a smog certificate you
may have additional costs getting the
vehicle to pass a smog inspection. DO
NOT purchase a vehicle without a
smog inspection certificate.

This BMW's "Check Engine
Light" was on. That's an automatic
smog failure. The "Traction Control”
light (TC) was also on but since it's
not emissions related, OR SO I
THOUGHT, I put it on hold for now.
Starting with the "Check Engine
Light," I connected a scanner and re-
trieved emission code P0345
(Camshaft Sensor Fault Code). I re-
moved the air intake ducting and
traced back the camshaft sensor har-
ness to find a good place to connect
my lab scope and test. What I found
was the TC connector was plugged
into the Camshaft Sensor and the
Camshaft Sensor connector was
plugged into a TC actuator. This will
be easy; I'll just reverse the communi-

Smog Through Brakes?

cation connection. I started the engine
and the TC and emissions warning lights
turned off. GREAT. I didn't even get out
of the parking lot before the Anti-Lock
Brake System (ABS) warning light
turned on. Since the "Check Engine
Light" was still off I put the ABS issue
on hold also, OR SO I THOUGHT, and
continued driving the car to allow the on-
board emissions self-evaluation testing to
complete. During the drive the "Check
Engine Light" came back on. A new code
was set indicating a Vehicle Speed Sen-
sor (VSS) fault. Now I have an ABS
fault, a TC fault and a VSS fault. The
more I fix, the more I need to fix.

The reason for this is when a system
fails, the onboard self-evaluation testing
for that system is suspended. If not, a
failed component could adversely affect

testing results and
set a false trouble
code. Complete sys-
tem testing may not
reoccur until the
failures are repaired.
If the vehicle contin-
ues to be driven
without repair, over
time other faults can
accumulate but may
not be known until
the original failure is
corrected and on-
board testing

restarts. That's what I think happened
with this car and that's where I find my-
self. The VSS fault is an emission fault
and is standing in the way of my payday.
I need it gone. I can't find my crystal ball
right now so I don't know where this is
headed but with some hard work I won't
need it anyway. The customer is hanging
in there very nicely for now.

After some research, I determined

Certified Pure Therapeutic Grade Essential Oils
100 percent All Natural • No Fillers or Harmful Additives

Do you suffer from:
Headaches • Pain • Allergies • Seizures • Arthritis

Heartburn • Weight Issues • Sleep Problems • Stress
Depression • Asthma • Colds & Flu • Indegestion

Menstrual Issues • Acne • Eczema • Skin Disorders
And Much More ...

Tina Shannon • Wellness Advocate

www.mydoterra.com/tinashannon • damaw3@yahoo.com1/16

Then I can help you!

645-4948 or 430-7131call

Please see HANDS on P. 16

I went for a test drive to ver-
ify. After further testing, the
speed sensor was communicating
and its information was accu-
rate. The ABS Module failed ... I
had to replace the ABS Module
(BRAKES!) in order for this ve-
hicle to pass a Smog Inspection.
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The Bookshelf

ByAmanda Judd

The Ranchos Library has been very
busy this past month. In case you missed it,
our Winter Storytime with Steve Riley was
amazing. We had such
a great time listening to
his incredible tale of
encountering a bear
with his two young
daughters and how they
miraculously got away.
Each child that at-
tended was able to go
home with a special
drawing or caricature.

We have been busy re-arranging some
sections in our juvenile collection. We just
finished up the Juvenile Fiction and the
shelves are looking really great. You will

notice small things being moved about the
library. If you go to look for your favorite it
author and those books are not exactly
where they used to be just let us know and
we will be glad to help you. They are prob-

ably just a couple of
steps away.

We have received
our theme for the 2016
Summer Reading Pro-
gram. This year we are
going to “Read for the
Win.” The theme for
this year will coincide
with the XXXI
Olympiad in Rio de

Janeiro. Just like the Olympians aspire to
achieve athletic greatness, I want our chil-

Ranchos Library Kicks into 2016

The Madera Ranchos Library
37167 Ave. 12

645-1214
Sunday and Monday Closed

Tuesday 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday

11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Friday and Saturday

11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
www.MaderaCountyLibrary.org

1/
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• Borders
• Driveways
•Walkways
• Patios
• Pool Decks
• Large & Small Slabs
• Stamped Concrete
•Stained Concrete

Marty Owen -
The Concrete Guy

Marty has a passion for
creative concrete design.
Marty has been laying
concrete for 32 years and
has extensive experience
in every area of concrete,
from residential to
commercial.
Licensed & Bonded SCL#991137

1/
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More Happenings at the Senior Center
Senior Report

By Patti Groh

Rain, wonderful rain. I am enjoying it
so much. It hasn't slowed down the Seniors
any. We continue to exercise M-W-F morn-
ings at 10 a.m. There is lunch at the center
every weekday at 11:30 (just remember to
call in the morning before). There is also the
potluck every Thursday evening with cards
played afterward. What a faithful, dedicated
bunch of players they are.

Don't forget annual dues of $40 should
be in to the Seniors Center before Feb. 1.
After that, there will be a $10 late charge at-
tached.

The tickets sure went fast for the Jan.
30 luncheon. We are serving special tomato
tortellini soup, great turkey sandwiches,
dessert of brownies, lemon bars and walnut
bars. Yum. The profits from this event will
be used for solar window coverings on the
east side of the Center and toward new in-
sulation in the ceiling. There may be a cou-
ple of tickets left. Check with Joann at
645-4830. None will be available at the door
so if you missed this one, let us know you
would like us to have another one.

Jan. 24, 2016 a bunch of Seniors
planned to go up to see the Eagles at Miller-
ton Lake. Hopefully it was not too cold or
wet.

The monthly sale at the Center will be
Saturday, Feb. 6. If it rains, the Treasure

House won't be open but the boutique and
bake sale will be there as usual with beauti-
ful gifts and home decorations. There will
also be the multitude of homemade baked
goods.

On Thursday, Feb. 11 (the usual
potluck and card game night) we will also
be celebrating Valentine's Day. There will be
special decorations, goodies, activities and
lots of love all around.Arrival time is 6 p.m.
with dinner at 6:30.

The February birthday and anniversary
celebration lunch will be held at Lee
Kitchen here in the Ranchos. It is Feb. 20.
Be there no later than 11:15 a.m. and please
sign up at the Center.

Remember that the Ranchos/Hills Sen-
iors Board meeting, general meeting and
planning meeting are now scheduled the
first, second and fourth TUESDAYS of each
month at 6:30 p.m. We need your input.

Also, keep the date of March 19 open
for our Second Big Bunco Blowout. It was
very successful last year, just great fun. Plan
on attending this year.

The Newsletter will be available dur-
ing the first week of February at the Center
and local business locations. Thank you so
much Verlaine Elinburg. The Center will be
closed on Feb. 15 which is President's Day.
The Center is at 37330 Berkshire Drive in
the Ranchos and the phone is 645-4864.
Hope to see you soon.

Please see LIBRARY on P. 17
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Transitional Kindergarten and Kinder-
garten Registration is beginning. Please
bring your future kindergartener with you
to registration as assessments will be given
during the registration process. In order to
register your child, you will need the fol-
lowing:

1. Your child must be 5 by Sept. 1,
2016 for Kindergarten. If your child will
turn 5 between Sept. 1 and Dec. 2, 2016
your child will qualify for Transitional
Kindergarten. You will need to bring in
his/her birth certificate to verify either.

2. Your child’s immunization record
showing that your child is up-to-date on all
of his or her shots: TB Test (A GVUSD
Requirement); Polio (4); Diphtheria,
Tetanus, Pertussis (5 ); Measles, Mumps,

Rubella (2); Hepatitis B (3); Varicella
(Chicken Pox) (1)

3. Proof of residency within the
Golden Valley Unified School District
boundaries: This can be a utility bill, tax
records, rental agreement, etc.

4. A completed registration packet.
Webster Elementary 645-3540:

Feb. 25, beginning at 9 a.m.
Registration packets can be picked up

Monday through Friday between 7:30 a.m.
and 4 p.m. in the Webster office beginning
Feb. 1 if you want to have them filled out
and ready to bring in on Feb. 3. In addi-
tion, if you have concerns about your im-
munization records and would like to
verify that your child has all of the neces-
sary shots before Feb. 25, please feel free

to bring the immunization card to the of-
fice.

Sierra View Elementary 645-3560:
Feb. 25, from 8:10 a.m. to 11 a.m.
By appointment only. Please call the

school office at 645-1122 to schedule an
appointment. Registration packets can be
picked up Monday through Friday be-
tween 7:30 a.m. and 4 p.m. in the Sierra
View office beginning Feb. 1. Please have
all registration forms completed and bring
necessary documents with you to your
child’s appointment on Feb. 25. In addi-
tion, if you would like to verify that your
child’s immunizations are up-to-date,
please feel free to bring the immunization
card to the office when you pick up your
packet.

GVUSD Transitional and Kindergarten Registration
On Feb. 19, Sierra View will be hon-

oring Sierra View students who have
served in the armed forces by dedicating
new names to our honor wall in the Mul-
tipurpose Room. We are looking for past
students or staff who have served and if
you have any new names please email
Mrs. McElhaney at cmcelhaney@gvusd
.k12.ca.us or call 645-1122.

SV Patriotic Day

RadKids Program
The RadKids Program, hosted by

Madera County Probation, completed its
eight-week course with Mrs. Lee’s class.
RadKids is a child-safety program that ad-
dresses multiple issues that might be faced
by our students including bullying pre-
vention and child preventing predator. Stu-
dents received training by Madera County
Probation Officers in physical resistance
strategies against abduction, internet
safety, personal space safety, home,
school, out and about safety (parks, fairs,
playgrounds, beaches, stores, malls) all
through the eyes of the child. Mrs.
Bridge’s class will have the opportunity to
go through this training in January and by
the end of the year, grades 4-6 will have
gone through the class at Sierra View. Par-

ents will receive additional information,
including a wavier before their child par-
ticipates in the program. Please visit
www.radkids.org for additional informa-
tion.

Santa's Workshop
We would like to give a big thank you

to the Sierra View Parent Club (SVPC) for
hosting our annual Santa’s Workshops.
Students were able to buy gifts for their
family and friends at discounted prices.
SVPC does not make money on the event
and actually loses a few dollars each year,
but the meaningful experience of giving is
worth every penny. We would like to give
a special thanks to all the parents who
came out and devoted countless hours, es-
pecially Soraida Ascencio for chairing the
event. It was a huge success.

Sierra View News

A Special Thanks
The district wants to thank the fol-

lowing companies/people for their con-
tributions directly to GVUSD during the
first semester: PG&E Corporation; Dr.
Jeff Stanley; Wells Fargo; POM Won-
derful; Madera Ranchos Kiwanis Club;
Vulcan Materials Company; The Ander-
son Family; The Sierra View Parent
Club; The Webster Parent Teacher Club;
The Golden Valley Ag Foundation; Debi
Fimbrez; Central California Women's
Facility; Pegasus, Silverdust and Green-
leaf Orchards.

Upcoming events
• President's Day Holidays - No School:
Feb. 8th and Feb. 15th

• Liberty High School Open House/Spring
Showcase - March 16th

• Ranchos Middle School Open House -
March 17th

• Webster Elementary Open House - May
12th

• Sierra View Open House - May 19th

New Phone Numbers:
GVUSD office -- 645-3570 • Sierra View Elementary -- 645-3560

Webster Elementary -- 645-3540
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Want to reduce stress? Increase Energy?

• Yoga • Zumba • Core Conditioning
• Bodyweight Conditioning • Mobility • Boot Camp

Lose weight? Regain health?
NEW CLASSES ARE FORMING NOW!

37167 Ave. 12 #4A • Madera Ranchos
559-416-8531

OneWeek FREE Membership
with this coupon or mention this ad • expires 2/29/2016
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Say you saw it in
the Ranchos Independent

Board, Division of Drinking Water, pro-
vided verbal approval for $15,000 to pur-
chase a 10,000-gallon potable water storage
tank and equipment to begin trucking water.
Baughman plans to be able to turn off the
old well and eliminate any further damage
by the end of the month of January.

Baughman has worked since mid-
2015 through the holidays, his vacation and
all the recent rainy weather on both the
Liberty High and Sierra View Elementary
School Water Systems to ensure the
Schools’ students and staff have clean
drinking water and can continue to flush
toilets. He said he would be glad to be out
of the water business. Indeed, this is also
the State’s goal, according to Chauhan,
who also spoke at the MD-10a plus VTR
Consolidation Project meeting, held at the
Ranchos Middle School last December.
She said the State would like to get as
many water systems consolidated as possi-
ble because it’s more efficient and a safer
way to operate.

Regarding the consolidation of
GVUSD’s Water System at Liberty High
School with MD-10a, Interim Madera
County Public Works Director Ahmad
Alkhayyat said that, “The County was told
[by the State] to incorporate all improve-
ments needed on the GVUSD Water Sys-

tem into the MD-10a plus VTR Consolida-
tion Project and that the GVUSD Project
was eligible for up to $5 million in grant
funding, just like VTR.” Alkhayyat also
said that the County is determining the full
scope of work required for the GVUSD
Consolidation Project and, per the State’s
request, the County will include the
GVUSD portion into the MD-10a plus
VTR rate study report to determine if there
will be any increased cost to the MD-10a
ratepayers to maintain the expanded sys-
tem, in addition to any other rate increase
necessary just to maintain the current sys-
tem.

As required by Proposition 218, MD-
10a ratepayers will get to vote on whether
they will accept any rate increases, with or
without the addition of a new well from
VTR and a 1-million-gallon storage tank
from GVUSD. But, with the consolida-
tions, MD-10a also stands to gain another
added benefit, thanks to the efforts of
Madera County Engineer I Mohammed
Alqutami: he is working to have solar pan-
els included in the $10 million grant pack-
age from the State. Alkhayyat said the State
was amenable as part of their focus on
green energy and that such an addition
would greatly help defray the unexpectedly
high electricity costs that the MD-10a sys-
tem has been experiencing since bringing
the Dublin Well on line.

MILLION cont. from P. 2

our transportation funding needs over the longer term. We must ul-
timately find a new transportation funding model that better reflects
today’s realities.

One potential solution is the road charge. Under a road charge
system, drivers pay by the mile rather than by the gallon. Whether you
drive a gas-guzzling truck or an all-electric sedan, the road charge is
the same per mile. Everyone pays their fair share. Several other states
are already testing the road charge concept, and
we must explore it further in California to de-
termine if it is the right solution for us.

The state has already taken steps to begin
exploring a road charge system. Senate Bill
(SB) 1077, signed into law last year, requires
California to study the feasibility of a road
charge in a statewide pilot that includes a va-
riety of volunteers from all regions of the
state. To help ensure the parameters of the
pilot meet California’s unique needs, SB 1077
also established a Technical Advisory Com-
mittee (TAC) to design the pilot with the ben-
efit of robust public input. The TAC includes experts in
telecommunications, data security and privacy, as well as highway
users, business and consumer advocates, elected officials and aca-
demic researchers.

In 2015 the TAC conducted a robust stakeholder outreach process
to seek feedback and input on the design of the pilot. The TAC held 12
public meetings throughout California and invited residents all over the
state to attend a meeting or comment through the TAC’s website. Ad-
ditionally, the TAC invited over 400 stakeholder groups and 130
elected officials to participate in the process, and it consulted a Road

Charge Work Group made up of representatives from local govern-
ment, vehicle manufacturers, fuel distributors and highway users.

After carefully reviewing all of the feedback and input gathered,
the TAC released its final recommendations for the design of the
pilot in early January. Some of the highlights of those recommenda-
tions are that the pilot should:

• Give drivers multiple options to report miles driven
• Provide non-technological options for those who choose to re-

port their miles manually
• Protect driver privacy and personal data
• Measure the impact of a road charge on

rural and urban drivers
• Require no cost to participate
The pilot is now scheduled to launch this

summer and aims to recruit 5,000 participants
that reflect the geographic, demographic and
socioeconomic diversity of the state.

Because it has been rigorous, this en-
deavor gave us the opportunity to carefully
examine and develop a set of recommenda-
tions that reflect the unique nature of our
state. While we know the current gas tax sys-

tem will not keep pace with state and national needs in the future, we
also know the development and implementation of a sustainable
long-term solution will take time to deliver. That is why we should
all do our part by signing up for the pilot. Together, we can help the
state determine if paying by the mile is the right transportation fund-
ing solution for California.

Visit www.CaliforniaRoadChargePilot.com for more info.
Jim Madaffer is the Chair of the Road Charge Technical Ad-

visory Committee and a California Transportation Commission
member.

ROADS cont. from P. 2

While we know the current gas
tax system will not keep pace with
state and national needs in the fu-
ture, we also know the develop-
ment and implementation of a
sustainable long-term solution
will take time to deliver.

The 34th Annual Madera County
Academic Decathlon competition begins
on Friday, Jan. 29. High School students
will compete in the interview and essay
competitions at Madera County Office of
Education.

Liberty High, Chawanakee Academy,
Chowchilla High, Madera High, Madera
South High and Yosemite High Schools
will be competing to be named County
Champion. The winner of Madera
County’s Academic Decathlon will ad-
vance to the state competition in March.
This year’s topic is India.

“In addition to the interview, public
speaking and writing skills students learn,
the understanding of another culture will
benefit them throughout their lives,” said
Dr. Cecilia Massetti, Madera County Su-
perintendent of Schools.

Schools will be allowed up to 25 stu-
dents per team and all are eligible for
awards. The final overall team will be de-
termined by selecting the top three scoring
students from each division.

For more information please call Kristi
Winter, Events Developer, at 559-662-3873.

LHS Participates
in Decathalon
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Got a holding tank to fill?What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want towaste your preciouswell water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!
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674-1663
23338 Ave. 14

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service
Family Owned
Since 1976

1/16

1945 N. Helm, Suite 101
Fresno, CA 93727

(559) 222-5437
www.transitionschildrensservices.org

LIC. #107206625

1/
16

Foster Parents Needed
We are looking for nurturing and loving homes
for children placed in foster care. We provide
support, training and reimbursement to our
foster families. For more details, please contact
Michelle at (559) 222-5437.

worth of financial liability to the Cali-
fornia Public Employee's Retirement
System (CalPERS/Non Teachers) and
$11,069,280 of financial liability to the
California State Teachers Retirement
System (CalSTRS) for a total of
$14,544,880.

The way these retirement systems
are designed (pages 44-49), CalPERS
and CalSTRS are fiduciaries. Had to
look this one up. Fiduciary is a trust, an
agency that prudently manages money
and/or assets for others. CalPERS and
CalSTRS manage the state, school dis-
trict employees and teachers’ pension
funds. Contributions from employees,
governmental agencies and the state of
California are collected by the fiduciary
and invested. CalPERS and CalSTRS
respectively need a 7.5 percent and 7.6
percent Return on Investment (ROI) an-
nually to meet their financial obligation
to their beneficiaries, state retirees. If
their investments fall short, the taxpay-
ers, governmental agencies and present
state employees pick up the tab. Ac-
cording to a Los Angeles Times Article
dated Nov. 18, 2015, CalPERS has only
managed an average 5.2 percent ROI
over the last decade. Every year our
district has to backfill employee pen-
sion funds. By the way, this additional
financial liability is retroactive.
GVUSD doesn't know its financial pen-
sion fund liability until the fiduciary re-
ports its ROI. The poor ROI is one of
the primary reasons our district has
been operating at a deficit. To make
matters worse, according to the article,
CalPERS has lowered its ROI projec-
tions to 6.5 percent. On page 45, the au-
ditor included an example of that exact
scenario. A decrease of 1 percent ROI
by CalPERS increases GVUSD's pen-
sion fund liability an additional $2.1
million. Pension fund contributions
come straight out of the district’s gen-
eral fund which is where the money is
for things like Career Vocational Train-
ing, student programs, electives, course
offerings and others.

CalPERS and CalSTRS are com-
peting with our students for funds.

In my estimation, this is the major
reason the district is struggling to grow
student opportunities. Students assume
all the risk but none of the benefit. I’m
sorry if this offends anyone but this is
not right. Our students should be the
education system’s first priority. In-
stead, education has become big busi-
ness because employees vote, students
don't. CalPERS and CalSTRS are fidu-
ciaries of the state and our district’s em-

ployees. The students have no standing
with CalPERS and CalSTRS but state
and district employees do. If their fidu-
ciary is not performing, they should get
control of it or change it but leave the
students out! The Golden Valley Teach-
ers Association (GVTA) does not con-
sider the increased contributions to
their pension fund a raise. The Califor-
nia State Employees Association (non-
teachers) is much more sensitive to the
district’s financial position. CSEA only
received last year’s Cost of Living raise
due to a "Me Too" clause. In 2015 (page
52), GVUSD paid $654,189 into
CalPERS and CalSTRS employee pen-
sion funds. By the way, those are not
the only two (page 18).

We are bankrupting our children’s
future.

In 1988, voters passed (barely by a
50.7 percent vote) California's Proposi-
tion 98. Prop. 98 requires California to
spend at least 50 percent of its annual
general fund budget for K-14 education
except during emergency years. For
years Sacramento has been backfilling
school district employee pension funds
but that money was not included in the
Prop. 98 funding formula. Because of
that loophole, money spent on K-14 ed-
ucation was annually billions higher
than reported. Governor Brown closed
that loophole by including additional
employee pension funding as part of the
Prop. 98 formula. Subsequently, he re-
duced revenue to school districts by $4
billion and used that savings to pay
down California's employee pension
fund liabilities. That reduction to
school districts was one of the reasons
why a previous GVUSD board of
trustees could not fund pay raises for
district employees.

I want a better deal. I want a "New
Deal" like President Roosevelt said dur-
ing the Great Depression. I would like
our GVUSD Board of Trustees to fol-
low Gov. Brown's example on this one.
Please consider increased contributions
into the district’s employees’ pension
funds as raises. This way the district’s
employees are financially accountable
for the low ROI by CalPERS and Cal-
STRs, not our students. If we make this
one change, I estimate over the next
five years we can save our general fund
about $1.5 million dollars. We can
STOP operating the district at a loss and
rebuild our budget reserve (Rainy Day
Fund). This will protect our employees,
programs, course offerings and students
from downturns in the economy. With a
little conservative budgeting we can

Please see LETTERS on P. 16

LETTERS cont. from P. 4
Page 14
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BeSMARTin2016

Today as I opened a “new document”
on my computer, a blank page popped up. It
reminded me of the feeling of a new year. A
blank page. But in reality, it’s not blank. It’s
full. Full of opportunities. Full of choices.
Full of experiences. Full of the unseen. Poet
Rainer Maria Rilke said, “And now we wel-
come the new year. Full of things that have
never been.”

As you consider this new year, what’s
your perspective? Is Doris Day singing in
your ear “Que Sera, Sera” – whatever will
be, will be? Or, are you planning to take a
more intentional role in 2016?

A University of Scranton study re-
ported in The Journal of Clinical Psychol-
ogy that “... people who explicitly make
resolutions are 10 times more likely to attain
their goals than people who don’t explicitly
make resolutions.” On the opposite side, as
Zig Ziglar said, “If you aim for nothing, you
will hit it every time.”

One way or the other, 2016 will be full.
The question is how much of it will be in-
tentional on your part, and how much of it
will be determined by other people’s agen-
das or by reacting to whatever comes your
way?

I thought I was clever when I named
my company “Organized By Choice” with
the tag-line “because things don’t always
fall into place.” But getting organized isn’t
the only thing that’s acquired by choice.
Heathy relationships, healthy bodies, finan-
cial gain (unless you won that billion-dollar
lottery), further education, quitting bad
habits, starting good habits and so much
more requires choice, not chance. Good in-
tentions just don’t cut it.

On your “blank page” for 2016, what
will you choose? Since there’s no time like
the present, grab a piece of paper or open a
blank document on your computer and, if
you haven’t already done so, write down
two or three things you would like to see
happen in 2016.

Early in January my son, Chase, and I
were texting about our goals. These were the
four I shared with him:

1. Floss daily 2. Reduce paper using

FileThis and ScanSnap 3. Complete my
coaching hours for certification 4. Memo-
rize Psalm 145.

I like to use George T. Doran’s
SMART goal concept and make my goals:

Specific
Measurable
Attainable
Relevant
Time-oriented
For example, a Specific goal is “floss

daily” instead of “improve dental health.”
It’s Measurable because I’ve identified ex-
actly how often I plan to do it. It’s Attain-
able because it will take less than two
minutes per day. It’s Relevant because it fits
with my overall value of caring for my
physical health. It’s Time-oriented in that I
plan to do this through 2016 (and hopefully
beyond). Take a look at your goals and
make adjustments, as needed, to render
them SMART.

The next step is to set yourself up for
success. What do you need to make your
goals a reality? Supplies? A new routine? A
mentor? Professional help? Accountability?
Good intentions simply don’t cut it. Under
each goal list what you need to succeed. Pri-
oritize your list so you have a plan to follow.

Each of my goals, and perhaps most of
yours, will require an element of a new rou-
tine to ensure success. Since we have all
failed at starting new routines, this step can
be daunting. Leo Babauta (zenhabits.net)
says, “If you want to build trust in yourself,
you need to start with something incredibly
easy, something you won’t fail to do. Most
people ignore this advice, and fail, and then
don’t believe in themselves.”

Another proponent of small steps is Dr.
Robert Maurer. In his book, One Small Step
Can Change Your Life, Maurer suggests that
slow progress is better than no progress. So
even doing one push-up a day until that be-
comes your new normal, is better than saying,
“I’mgoing to do 50 push-ups everymorning,”
and then quitting after the first week. Once
you have successfully incorporated your
small step into your lifestyle, add a tiny bit
more until that becomes your new normal.

One other step that for me is hard, but
helpful, is to make your goal public. It does-
n’t mean you have to publish it in the Ran-
chos Independent like I did, but tell
someone that cares about your success and
will support you in the process. And yes,
you have my permission to ask how I did at
the end of 2016.

Contact Organized by Choice (because
things don’t always fall into place) at P.O.
Box 26152, Fresno, CA93729, call 559-871-
3314 or email info@organizedbychoice.com.
You can also visit their website at www.
organizedbychoice.com.

CCoosstt  ooff  ffeeeeddiinngg  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd  ttoo  aaggee  1188::CCoosstt  ooff  ffeeeeddiinngg  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd  ttoo  aaggee  1188::

CCoosstt  ooff  ccllootthhiinngg  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd  ttoo  aaggee  1188::

CCoosstt  ooff  ddrriivviinngg  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd  ttoo  aaggee  1188::CCoosstt  ooff  ddrriivviinngg  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd  ttoo  aaggee  1188::

KKnnoowwiinngg  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd  wwiillll  ssttiillll  bbee  aalliivvee
tthhee  ddaayy  aafftteerr  hhiigghh  sscchhooooll  ggrraadduuaattiioonn::

CCoosstt  ooff  ccllootthhiinngg  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd  ttoo  aaggee  1188::

$43,758

$14,688

$36,918

Priceless
Liberty High Sober Graduation 2016 needs your help.
From donations of gifts to donating your time, what a
small price to pay to keep our kids safe on one of the most
dangerous nights of their lives. To see how you can help,
give Diana or Stephanie a call.

KKnnoowwiinngg  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd  wwiillll  ssttiillll  bbee  aalliivvee
tthhee  ddaayy  aafftteerr  hhiigghh  sscchhooooll  ggrraadduuaattiioonn::

call Diana Mendoza
at 559-355-6109

or Stephanie Workman
at 559-709-1477

1/16
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You can do it yourself or have the
pros at Madera Glass & Mirror
take care of your window repairs.

Madera Glass & Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980’s. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

Got broken screens? Madera Glass
& Mirror has the expertise to make
quick work of any screen repair. 

Glass for picture frames is a spe-
cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
a broken one or complete a project.
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WE’RE ON THE WEB!
Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.

Get fully downloadable back issues of the
Ranchos Independent (beginning with April 2006). Learn
how you can add your Ranchos-area business to this site!

1/
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VSS data is directly related to the ABS
wheel speed data. Hey, I have an ABS
code also. Is the emission fault and ABS
fault related? Yes, as it will turn out. The
ABS Module receives data from the wheel
speed sensors, uses it and then sends it to
all the other modules via the communica-
tion network. Some modules like the sun
roof or headlamps don't need speed sen-
sor data and pass it along. Door modules
on the other hand use wheel speed data to
lock the doors above a certain speed.
Other modules like ABS, TC and Power-
train Control Module (PCM – engine) use
the data as part of their calculation. Now
we are getting somewhere. The wheel
speed sensors are the common denomina-
tor. This BMW has four, one at each
wheel. Here's how the network works:

The wheel speed sensors generate a
speed signal. All four should indicate the
same speed at all times. If under hard brak-
ing, for example, a wheel speed sensor in-
dicated 0 miles per hour, the ABS Module
knows that wheel is locked up and skid-
ding. The ABS module will lower the brake
pressure to that wheel until it starts spinning
slowly and vehicle control is regained. The
TC Module also uses wheel speed sensor
data but for a different purpose. During ac-
celeration, if the rear wheels (driving
wheels) spin faster than the front wheels,
the TC Module activates a component that
reduces engine power until the rear and
front wheel speed sensors match indicating
rear wheel traction is regained. This is es-
pecially helpful on icy or slippery surfaces.
The Tire Pressure Module (TPM) uses
wheel speed data to detect an under-inflated
tire. An under-inflated tire has a smaller cir-
cumference and therefore spins faster. If
this condition occurs the "Low Tire" warn-

ing lamp may be turned on. Lastly for our
conversation, the PCM uses wheel speed as
vehicle speed. The vehicle speed is part of
the engine load calculation and is used in
determining the fuel injection calculation.
Wheel speed sensors are important compo-
nents that impact many systems. If your
doors stop locking as you drive away, bet-
ter check the brakes.

I decided the best way to solve the
"Check Engine Light" problem was to
solve the ABS problem. Sure enough, the
ABS Module had a right rear speed sen-
sor fault code stored. I went for a test
drive to verify. After further testing, the
speed sensor was communicating and its
information was accurate. The ABS
Module failed. My cost from the BMW
dealer for a new ABS Module was
$1500. WOW!!! I had to replace the ABS
Module (BRAKES!) in order for this ve-
hicle to pass a Smog Inspection. I was
able to find a good used ABS Module
and the car passed its smog inspection
easily. All the other related systems are
also function correctly and no more
warning lamps.

If you Google Complete Car Care
Fresno, and click Demand Force Intuit
Reviews, you will be able to read this
customer’s comments. Look for Anita
and Clarence. It feels GOOD to solve a
tough one for a customer.

If you have any questions about your
vehicle or suggestion for future topics,
please give me a shout at com-
plete_car_care@hotmail.com. Your input
would be appreciated. I would like to an-
swer the questions that interest you.

God Bless 93636 and Go Hawks,
Warren Parr
EO139887 (Smog License)
California ARD License #117312

(Automotive Repair Dealer License)

HANDS cont. from P. 10

3,400 acre-feet of groundwater recharge
on a five-year rolling average to reduce
groundwater pumping by the same
amount.

A five-year rolling average means that
while some years produce less and others
more, on a five-year average 3,400 acre-
feet of surface water will be delivered
from the canal to the District’s farmland
for irrigation — the first five-year period
beginning when the “… first system turns
on for homes,” Jones said.

Referring to California’s 2014 Sus-
tainable Groundwater Act, Jones said,
“Everyone in California will be required
to produce a water balance by 2020. River-
stone is ahead of the game.”

According to the Sustainable Ground-
water Management website
(www.water.ca.gov/cagroundwater), the
Sustainable Groundwater Management
Act of 2014, “… provides a framework for
sustainable management of groundwater

supplies by local authorities, with a lim-
ited role for state intervention when nec-
essary to protect the resource.”

Already the Department of Water Re-
sources has established 127 high and
medium priority basins, which account for
approximately 96 percent of groundwater
use in California, and ranked the Madera
Sub-Basin as 6th out of 515.

The deadline to form Groundwater
Sustainability Agencies for all high and
medium priority basins is June 30, 2017
and all basins subject to critical overdraft
must be managed under a Groundwater
Sustainability Plan by Jan. 31, 2020.

To help meet the regulatory require-
ments, the State has established the Sus-
tainable Groundwater Planning Grant
Program with a fund of $100 million. And,
as Interim Madera County Public Works
Director Ahmad Alkhayyat reported to the
Joint Powers Authority at their quarterly
meeting at the Madera Irrigation District
office on Jan. 7, Madera County has al-
ready applied for $500,000.

TANK cont. from P. 2

LHS is updating its Military Wall and would
like to include all of the men and women
graduates who have served our country.

Please contact Josh Bailey at joshuabailey@gvusd.org or
Rebbeca Harpsligh at rharpsligh@gvusd.org by March 11.

1/
16

protect every one of our hard-fought
gains over the past six years and grow
student opportunity marginally. The
district’s employees will still receive
raises; they are just deferred until re-
tirement.

If you have some time, please read
through the audit and become informed
on this issue. As President Reagan said,
"Trust but verify." To save you some
time, I listed some of the important
audit page numbers. Here is how you
can locate your copy of the audit.
Google GVUSD and click on the Home
Page. Click the Board of Trustees tab,
left side. Click on the blue Agenda On-
line button. Find board meeting
1/19/16, top right. Click on it. Scroll

down to agenda item J.2. and click onto
attachments 2014-2015 Audit Report.
Check it out for yourself.

If you agree, I urge you to please
consider attending a GVUSD Board
Meeting soon. Board meetings are held
the first and third Tuesdays of each
month in the Liberty High School Li-
brary. Around 7 p.m., 30 minutes of
each meeting are set aside for public
comment. Three minutes are allotted
per individual. Write some notes and let
the board know your position. It should
take less than an hour of your time but
without your input, it's hard to know
among all the loud voices.

God Bless 93636

Warren Parr
Madera Ranchos

LETTERS cont. from P. 14
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WWAANNTTEEDD
WWEESSTTEERRNN  HHOORRSSEE  TTAACCKK  

BBrriiddlleess  •• BBiittss  •• SSppuurrss  •• HHeeaaddssttaallllss

AALLSSOO  LLooookkiinngg  ffoorr  WWeesstteerrnn  JJEEWWEELLRRYY
BBeelltt  BBuucckklleess  •• TTuurrqquuooiissee

PPrriivvaattee  PPaarrttyy

CCaallll
555599--226644--77998800  
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Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday 
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM 

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only
$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast

Results
CALL NOW!

1/
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wonder how your life went so wrong
as to lead you to this point”? If so,
well done. When a woman with two
small children asked one table to
watch their language, the little twit
shouted back to her using a string of
cuss words I’ve only ever heard in mil-
itary movies. That’s when one of the
chaperones stood up and walked over
to the potty mouthed little tyrants and
I thought to myself, we are about to
see a 12 year old get a verbal spank-
ing. What happened, however, was that
the chaperone asked the girls if the
woman with the two young children
was bothering them. The best part?
The little twit said, “No, Mother. I
handled it. She won’t bug us again.”
Great parenting there, turbo. 

I was about to open my mouth but
the table of men in front of me jumped
on the mother before I had a chance.
My post-vacation stupor had clearly

made me a little slow. I was really hop-
ing there would be an all-out brawl –
I’ve been waiting to video something
like that and post it to YouTube – but
instead it was a quick battle of wits
and the entire team of teenagers and
the mother of the year promptly lost. I
was secretly hoping that someone
would tell airport security the kids
were hiding bombs in their backpacks
so they could get detained and a nice,
invasive pat down, but that never hap-
pened. I think the mom of the two
young children must have gone to
complain during the struggle because
next thing you know the restaurant
manager had come over and demanded
that the kids consolidate into the least
amount of tables possible and threat-
ened to kick them out if they didn’t
settle down. At least the restaurant
manager seemed to understand the
concept of parenting.

Guess that comic was a bit more
perceptive than I originally thought.

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

dren to achieve literary greatness. We will set
goals and do our very best to accomplish
them despite any obstacles that may appear
in our way. We will push ourselves harder
than last year. My goal for 2016 is to have
more children in the community complete the
full program with a full reading log turned in
each week. I know that if we all work hard
and pull together we can surely do it. At the
very core we are challenging our community
to promote lifelong learning by encouraging
our youth to read. 

With that being said, we are always
looking for contributors to help us fund our
Summer Reading Program. You may con-
tribute gift cards that can be awarded at
weekly drawings, funds to help us with our

weekly performances/activities and our grand
prize. To donate, please contact the library for
information. Sponsors will be recognized on
program materials that are distributed to par-
ticipants. We also need volunteers to help us
during our programs as well. If you would
like to be a helping member in the commu-
nity, please contact the library for further in-
structions. We can always use help to set up
and clean up and for those who are in high
school looking for their community service
hours this is the perfect opportunity to do so. 

Tax season is creeping upon us and in
the coming weeks IRS forms will be avail-
able. More information will be distributed as
it becomes available. 

Flatlander’s discussions have begun. If
you have questions or require any informa-
tion, please contact the Library.

LIBRARY cont. from P. 11



Alteration Services

Madlin's Alterations - 45 years ex-
perience - Tailoring, repairs and
leathers. Fast service. NEW AD-
DRESS & PHONE NUMBER:
36027 Ruth Ave. Call 559-645-4583.

Child Care

Child Care - Susan Ryan Day Care.
Newborn to 5 years old. Licensed. Call
661-4725 or 706-0424.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy - 28
years experience. Wood Stove inserts,
pellet stoves and fireplaces. Also clean
dryer vents. REMEMBER THINK
SAFETY, BURN SAFELY! Call 559-
908-9332.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room addi-
tions, barns and patios. Call 559-970-
4476.

F o r S a l e

F i r e w o o d - S e a s o n e d A l -
m o n d f i r e w o o d . R o u n d o r
s p l i t . C a l l 2 5 9 - 7 1 2 2 o r
6 4 5 - 5 5 2 3 .

Night Vis ion Address Signs –
Homes - Mobile Homes - Condos -

Apartments - Curbs - Businesses -
Agriculture - Call Stephen at 559-
477-7098.

G u t t e r S e r v i c e s

The Gutter Doctor specializing in
both cont inuous and standard rain
gut ters . General Contractor - Re-
pair Maintenance. 32 years working
in the area. Call 559-822-2759.

Housecleaning

Housecleaning - Get ready for the
holidays. Call Linda or Staci at
559-458-3248.

Housecleaning Service - Have your
house spring-cleaned all year long.
Experienced, Responsible, Honest.
Fair prices. Call 416-2585.

Interior Decorating

Interior Designs & Decorating spe-
cializes in interior decorating, de-
sign, wallpapering, interior painting
and more. With over 10 years of ex-
perience, we serve all of the Ranchos
and can help beautify your home.
Call Fermin Barboza at 559-416-
6336
.
Lost Dog

Big fat yellow Lab, named Buck. 9
years old from the Ranchos. Do you

©2016 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Classified
have him in your back yard or know
where he might be? Please call 706-
7585 and we will be glad to come
pick him up.

Painting Services

Paint ing Services - 40 years of
experience . Licensed. Frank
Kramer Exteriors . Lic . #273099.
Call 645-4113.

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLABLE PICKUP - KIDS 4 RECY-
CLING offers pickup of all
recyclable materials including paper,
plastic, glass, aluminum and card-
board. Call Diana at 999-6832 or
645-1048, Funds support Ranchos
community organizations and schools.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Rototilling
- Mowing - Scraping - Stump Grinding -
Roll-off Bins. Call John at 908-1066.

TractorWork - House Pads, lot leveling, drive-

SUDOKU

©2016 King Features Syndicates, Inc.
©2016 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Click on “Local News” at
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ways, trenching, concrete work and under-
ground utilities installed. Call 559-970-4476.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out -
Screen, track, sills included. Remove
hard water stain on home windows,
shower doors and car windows. Cobweb
removal too. Fully insured. Call Nick
at 285-1723. Free estimates. Ask about
our SENIOR DISCOUNT!

C A L L 6 4 5 - 0 6 3 4

The Ranchos
Independent

classified rates
arecrazy cheap.
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Nancy Watson
645-5000

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 1/16

A Ranchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top
dollar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109 1/16

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®

Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:
www.davidparker.info

Property Management -
we can rent your home:

www.parker-properties.info

Real Estate

Ranchos Real Estate News
Over 150 Homes were sold in the

Ranchos area in 2015
These Homes sold for between $85,000 to $640,000.

It is these sales that set the value of your Ranchos home
and continue to prove the desirability of our area.

To get a free list of all these sales or to get information on
homes that sold in your immediate neighborhood

Call Toll-Free Hotline: 1-866-260-6917 ID#1041
This is A Recorded Message. No need to talk to anyone

To Find The Value of Your House
Get a Free, Quick Online Home Evaluation, just visit:

www.ranchoshomevalues.com
This information is provided by Tom Thayer, Broker; Real Estate Professionals.

DRE Lic#01105315. This is not a solicitation of active listings

1/
16
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Jerry Eddings, Realtors
Madera: 559-645-1890 • Fresno: 559-435-1890

DRE #00329063 1/
16

BRE Lic. #01454566

Maria
Fotopoulos - Cercone

Real estate is our life! We make
real estate dreams a reality.

Cell 559-250-6740 • Office 559-645-1212
maria@ossrealtor.com • Ranchos resident for more than 30 years!

I’m ready to assist you with all of your real estate needs. Whether
you’re buying or selling, moving across town or out of state, I’m here

to help. Your housing needs deserve the care of a specialist.

1/
16

1/16

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent
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repair
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR

INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

CRONIN MARINE

Since1964

664455--11997777

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

HIGH QUALITY

555599--445544--88006600

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE
TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING   

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

since1970

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Equipment

• Supplies
• Residential

• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial
• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing

Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Notary in theRanchos!
Notary in theRanchos!

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal

Color Matching & Chuck’s Transmission

664455--44447755
Ranchos Auto Repair
+ A/C SERVICE

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801
645-1570

Store hours: 
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

• Clean Up
• Monthly Service

call forFREE ESTIMATE!

Mitchell L. Vick
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

559-970-4635
mlvconst@gmail.com 

Lic. #563698
• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •  

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS

All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders
General & Custom

Auto Service
& Repairs

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance

Weekly & monthly service 

Ranchos
Resident

Today!

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

Call Gina
at 559-289-3401

email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Covering
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley

Tree pruning, shaping & trimming
Tree Cabling • Tree removal

Fully Insured • 8+ Years Experience • Trained Arborist
559-347-8408 • www.cvhtc.com

Housekeeping
& Cleaning
by Rosalia

559-514-9816
559-718-9941

We clean empty
houses, offices &
rentals. Clean
windows & water
spots. Painting
services inside
& out. We haul
anything and do small repairs.

WHAT CAN YOU GET FOR $25?
How about 10,000

Ranchos residents each month who
look at Business Directory ads?

(559) 645-0634  
The Ranchos Independent

JEAN BRINER
(559) 645-0634  

The Ranchos Independent

Get Involved!

645-4001
2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m.

37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) A gracious Lamb can learn more about a problem-filled situation
than one who is openly suspicious of what could be happening. A friend might offer some well-directed
advice.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Getting adjusted to an unexpected change might be difficult for the
Bovine who prefers things to go according to plan. But help could come from a most welcome
source.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) This could be a good time to get a head start on those career-related
plans. The sooner you check out the pluses and minuses, the sooner you can act on your
information.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) A personal situation you thought would no longer present a problem
suddenly could produce some surprises. Try to sort things out with the help of trusted colleagues.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) An upcoming move holds both anticipation and anxiety for Leos and
Leonas who have some big decisions to make. Advice is plentiful, but it's up to you to decide which
way you want to go.

V I R G O ( A u g u s t 2 3 t o S e p t e m b e r 2 2 ) Someone from a previous project could provide
valuable guidance on how to handle a current problem, especially where it might involve a legal
matter.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) A business situation presents some unexpected
complications. But rather than try to handle them all at once, it would be best to deal with them
one at a time.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) You just might get what you want, despite the odds against
it. In any event, be sure to thank all those people involved who believed in you and went to bat for you.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Before you even hint at an accusation,
remember that you'll have to prove what you say. So be sure you have what you need to back up your
comments.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) A romantic situation takes an unexpected turn
that favors some Sea Goats, but causes others to reassess how they've been handling the relationship.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) A surprise turn of events could unsettle the Water
Bearer. But it also might help open up an entirely different way of working out an important matter.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) A smoothly running operation could bump up against an
obstacle. This is where your ability to assess situations and make adjustments can restore things to
normal.

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

Your kindness is legendary, and so is
your strong sense of responsibility.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk

Say you saw it in
the Ranchos Independent
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1. LITERATURE: Who wrote the chil-
dren's book "Tales of a Fourth Grade Noth-
ing"?
2. MOVIES: Who played the lead female
role in "The Silence of the Lambs"?
3. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What kind of
bird is the fast-moving roadrunner?
4. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What oc-
cupation is traditionally associated with
leprechauns?
5. LANGUAGE: What is another name for
comestibles?
6. MEDICAL: What is the modern-day
equivalent of the ailment once known as
"grippe"?
7. GEOGRAPHY: The country of Wales
was known in Roman times by what name?
8. MEASUREMENTS: What is the unit of
measurement for stacked firewood?
9. MUSIC: Which pop star's real name is
Reg Dwight?
10. GAMES: Which two letters of the al-
phabet have the highest values in the game
of Scrabble?

1.JudyBlume
2.JodieFoster
3.Cuckoo
4.Shoe-makingormending
5.Fooditems
6.Influenza
7.Cambria
8.Acord
9.EltonJohn
10.QandZ,10pointsapiece

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.
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