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In the Heat of the Night
3V Feed & Garden Supply owner Jessie Kang looks at the
remains of $70,000 worth of oat hay that was mysteriously
burned to the ground at his business on the evening of
January 3.

Photo by the Ranchos Independent

In This Issue

Editorial • Page 5 / Aunt Jean’s Ranchos Recipes • Page 8
Classifieds • Page 22 / Fun Pages • Pages 26 & 27

50¢

Page 2

In the Heat of the Night
Area businessman loses $70,000 in mysterious hay bale fire.
By Randy Bailey

On the evening of January 3, 3V Feed and Garden
Supply owner Jessie Kang got a message on his cell
phone at about 11:15 p.m. He was busy and didn’t think
anything of it. After all, if it’s important they’ll call back.
Well, it was important. Within 10 minutes the same
person called back. Jessie recognized the number -- it
was a regular customer at Jessie’s feed store on Highway
145 just to the east of the outskirts of Madera. Jessie figured the customer was probably having some trouble
with his horse and wanted Jessie to open up the store for
some supplies the customer didn’t have, a practice that
Jessie had done several times with many customers.
But this call was not about a horse or supplies or
about someone needing Jessie’s help. This customer had
happened to be driving home down Highway 145 and
when he drove past 3V Feed was horrified to see the huge
stacked bales of oat hay across the street from Jessie’s
store were on fire. There was a California Highway Patrolman already on the scene who had been driving back
to Madera from a call in eastern Madera County, and had
already called for the fire department. When Jessie’s cus-

tomer called 911 he was told they were already aware of
the fire and that emergency crews were on their way.
Jessie, who lives about 1 mile away from his business, jumped in his truck and rushed over to his store to
be greeted by a horrific sight: $70,000 of prime, dry, seasoned oat hay was burning horribly out of control.
By 11:30 p.m. it had become a massive fireball.
Three different stacks were all on fire and were burning
ferociously. “The majority was oat hay, but there was
some straw in there as well,” Jessie said as calculated the
devastation. Over 4,500 bales were being lost as he helplessly stood and watched. The bales were stacked on top
of $2,000 of wooden pallets. All tolled, Jessie estimated
the loss at approximately $70,000.
“I got a good deal on it this summer,” Jessie said.
“When I get a good price I pass it on to my customers.
There are a lot of people who have animals that are hurting and my prices really help them out. But now ... I can’t
imagine all of the animals this would have fed.”
Jessie said that oat hay is at a premium right now.
“The shortage of rain this last year made oat hay like
gold,” he said. Right now, he said there is none in Cali-

Please see FIRE on P. 19

3V owner Jessie Kang is in disbelief at the senseless destruction of over 4,500 bales of oat hay from his property.

Bigelow Announces Bid for New Assembly District
Reports total raised of $169,150; Cash on
hand of $145,238.

hand and showed a total amount raised as $169,150. Fulfilling his
commitment to his supporters, Bigelow loaned himself $50,000 to
seed the campaign. With the results showing nearly $120,000 in
individual contributions from every corner of the campaign, it appears Bigelow’s support is deep and wide.
“Growing up on the ranch, I was
taught the value of hard work and I’m approaching this campaign with that mindset. I won’t be outworked,” Bigelow
said.

Madera County District 1 Supervisor Frank Bigelow formally announced
his bid for California’s newly drawn 5th
State Assembly district and laid down a
marker with impressive fundraising
numbers.
“Every year the Sacramento politicians promise to tell us the truth and to
make the tough decisions to end California’s economic crisis. But one look at last
year’s state budget only proves that they
can’t keep their word – they passed a
state budget papered over with phony financial projections and kicked California’s problems down the road yet again.
“I’ve grown tired of the empty
promises and the failure to get the job
done. So I’ve decided to throw my hat
in the ring to serve as our community’s
voice in the State Assembly and I’m so
very grateful so many have stepped forward to join me,” said Bigelow.
For the financial reporting period
The Ranchos’ Supervisor, Frank Bigelow, is
ending Dec. 31, 2011, Frank Bigelow for making a run for the newly created 5th State AssemAssembly has over $145,000 cash on bly District.

A Little History
The first thing you’ll notice about
Frank Bigelow is his hat. To Frank’s way
of thinking, that hat acknowledges the
sacrifice of those who settled our region
and serves as a commitment to preserve
our way of life. With family roots that
date to the late 1800’s, Frank’s great
grandparents, Harmon and Leota
Bigelow, settled in the O’Neals area of
Madera County and established a cattle
and sheep ranch along with a wagon and
stage line that served the high country of
the Sierra Nevada.
Later, Harmon strung two wires
through the trees so that his wife could
talk to her friend a half-mile away with a

Please see BIGELOW on P. 18

Batter UP!
Girls’ Softball
It’s softball registration time again!
Get your girls out on the field playing softball. Joining our league is fun
and a great way to learn the game. Liberty Ranchos Softball League will be
holding sign-ups for the next two Saturdays (January 21 and 28) from 9:30 a.m.
to noon and Sunday, Jan. 29 from 1 to 4
p.m. at the Ranchos Market.
We will be signing girls up for the
2012 Recreational League, which is girls
from the age of 6 to 14 years. Cost is $85
per girl with a $5 discount for second
and third children. Registration fees include a uniform, basic picture package
and player insurance. There is a $20
snack bar fee that is refundable upon
working once in the snack bar.
Any sign-ups after Jan. 29 will incur
a late fee of $10. All the teams will be
going to a draft system and all new
teams will be formed this year. Tryouts
for the 10 and 14-and-under teams will
be Saturday, Feb. 4 from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. at Sierra View Elementary.
Come on out and play ball with Liberty Ranchos Softball League! For further information please call Candy Hall
at 559-824-8132.

Click on “Local News” at
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FBI Helping to ID Dead “John Doe” Found South of Ranchos
On Friday, Jan. 6 Sheriff John Anderson
announced the FBI is working with Madera
County Sheriff’s Office to learn the identity
of an elderly man whose nude body was
found in an olive orchard south of the Ranchos last month. A second rendering of the
dead man is being released. Numerous database searches have so far come up empty despite a sketch that was released late last year,
Anderson said.
John Doe remains a mystery.
“We still have no idea who he is. We

don’t know where he lived; if he had family,”
Anderson said. “All we know right now is
that the lifeless body of a man was found
dumped in an olive orchard four days before
Christmas.”
It’s still not clear how the man died because preliminary autopsy results were inconclusive. Additionally, Anderson said he is
aware that some law enforcement agencies
are releasing actual photos of an unidentified
corpse, rather than rely on an artist’s rendering, when seeking help from the public, but

Anderson said he’s not prepared to release a
grim photo at this time.
Apart from working a number of angles
with Sheriff’s Detectives, a forensic specialist with the FBI has created a second sketch
which is being released in the hopes that
someone might recognize the man and give
John Doe a name.
The man is described as a light-skinned
elderly African American approximately 60-

Please see FBI on P. 20

FBI rendering of man
found in olive orchard.
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RABIES CLINIC!
SATURDAY
FEBRUARY 4th

FFA & 4H KIDS!

10 a.m. - Noon

ALL CHICKEN PENS
3V FEED POULTRY SPECIALS

15% OFF
ALL SIZES

5% OFF
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W
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E
N SALE !
L ON We sell QUALITY HAY, PROPANE and DELIVER on ALL SHOW FEED purchases
STIL
“We support FFA and 4H!”

PUPPY TOYS

PLUSH
Wheat Hay (Heavy Horse Quality) ....... $14.95 per bale
Oat Hay (Horse Quality)................... $15.60 per bale
Oregon Orchard Grass (Heavy) .. $19.75 per bale
bale
per bag Alfalfa (Heavy Premium Quality)........... $19.85 per(and
up) (OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE)
WHEN YOU BUY 2 OR MORE 50 LB. BAGS
Timothy (Premium Quality) .............. $21.95 per bale DON’T FORGET TO
WOOD STOVE
(All hay prices subject to change)
ACTIVATE YOUR
PELLETS

HEN SCRATCH
CLASS 1 WHOLE CORN and/or

$9.99

$4.99/BAG*

$5.79
REG.
PRICE

*WHEN YOU BUY 1 TON OR MORE

DIAMOND
DOG FOOD

BUY 1 GET 1 FREE!

PROPANE • All size bottles welcome • $10 minimum
RVs and Motorhomes Welcome

“Quality & Customer Service is Our Motto”

SENIOR
DELIGHT

10% OFF $3 OFF $5 OFF!
LAMB & RICE 40 LB.

1/12

www.The Ranchos.com

STABLE MIX

250 LB. BARRELS • ALL VARIETIES

HORSE FEED
when you buy
3 bags or more
from King Feed

2% CASH BACK

FREE REWARD CARD

ALL FENCING MATERIALS
10% OFF

all prices exp. 2/29/12
except where noted and
are subject to change
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The Bookshelf

Tail Waggin’to Frustration Venting
By Garin Gonzales
It’s funny. I grew up in Oregon so you think I would be used to foul weather, but I
guess I’m turning into a wimp because the winter months here in the Central Valley are
taking their toll on me. I’m constantly cold. I have a runny nose. My feet are blocks of
ice and the weather is in the 60s! What’s wrong with me?
Okay, enough of my yakkin’. Let’s get down to business.
Tail-Waggin’ Tutors
Beginning in late January we are going to be bringing back the “Reading to the
Dogs” program. If your children are just learning to read, this is the perfect way to help
them come out of their shells and practice their reading skills. Come and read to our
loveable “Dog Listener.” Charley, a Cavalier King Charles Terrier, is a certified therapy
dog who absolutely loves children and also loves a good story. Bring your child in and
have him or her read to Charley. He’s a wonderful listener and he never judges. It’s a terrific way to work on your little one’s reading skills. Charley had his debut with us during Story Time on Thursday, Jan. 19 and we’re hoping he’ll settle in with us every
Wednesday at 11 a.m. after that.

Book Chat
Speaking of being raised by wolves, The Pack by Jason Starr is an interesting twist
on the wolf tale. Simon Burns is just your average advertising copywriter living a quiet
life until one day when his life is turned upside down. He loses his job and is forced to
become a stay-at-home-dad. Now if being a stay-at-homedad was the major plot point, that would be bad enough
(while I worked my way through library school I was a
stay-at-home-dad to twin newborns. That is a story that
would make Stephen King tremble!) But it gets worse
from there.
While at the park one day, Simon meets some other
stat-at-homeys and they bond. Sure they seem a little
strange, especially Michael, with his piercing eyes, intense demeanor and his thick German accent, but they
seem like a good bunch of guys and they make him feel
right at home. So Simon opens up to them and tells
them about his ex-boss who so unfairly fired Simon
without any kind of reason.
But then, after a night of carousing with “the
boys,” the ex-boss is found mauled to death. Worse,
Simon wakes up naked in the same area as the mauling! Of course, our hero
can’t put two and two together, but we can. Author Jason Starr has been on the literary
scene since 1998 and he definitely has a unique voice. His protagonists in the past can
be fairly described as “anti-heroes.” They are stalkers, gambling addicts or the emotionally disturbed. They go from calm to out of their minds in zero to 60. They have
weird hang-ups with their sisters. They make terrible decisions, but boy oh boy are
Starr’s books fun reads! And The Pack, although very different from his other books, is
no exception.
Well, my fellow book lovers, that is all for now. Try your best to stay warm! As my
friend Casey Kasem always says, “Keep your feet on the ground and keep reaching for
the stars.” Also, keep reaching for that library card. For heaven’s sake, don’t leave home
without it!

1/12

I Must Vent My Frustration …
When I find the little rat fink that keeps putting food and drink items in the library’s
drop-off box, I’m going to wring his or her neck. The new cameras that were just installed will tell the tale, and when I finally see the tape, oh boy, are you in for it! Consider this fair warning. I know, you’re probably used to a more passive type of librarian,
but that is just not me! When some jive turkey (I know, I know … language) starts damaging my books, I turn into Conan the Librarian! (I realize by writing this I’m inviting
“copycat” dumpers, but I’m hoping the distinguished readers of the Ranchos Independent are a little classier than that. I’m also hoping the cameras will be a deterrent.)
I mean, really – were you raised by wolves?

WIN FREE PROPANE!

WIN 250 GALLONS OF PROPANE

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________

Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2012. Delivery must be by August 31, 2012.
Must be a Valley Propane customer.

M A I L TO: Va l l e y Pr o p a n e • 3 7 2 2 1 Av e. 1 2 # 1 D
M a d e r a, C A 9 3 6 3 6

Click on “Local News” at
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Guest Editorial

Thatcher vs. Decline
By Rich Lowry

TheRanchos

Independent

The Ranchos Independent is published by Five and Two Publishing.
All contents of this publication are copyright 2012, all rights reserved. Reprinting without the permission of the
copyright holder is forbidden by law.
All articles are submitted as the opinion of the author, who remains solely responsible for the content. The information gathered for this publication is from sources that are considered to be reliable, but are not guaranteed.
Opinions expressed in advertisements or articles remain the opinion of the writer.

Randy Bailey............Publisher/Editor

Christi McKinney -- Reporter • Jean Briner -- Columnist, Advertising Sales
Rachael Bailey -- Advertising Sales • Tina Shannon -- Advertising Sales

559-645-0634
www.The Ranchos.com

37167 Ave. 12, Suite 5C • Madera, CA 93636
ranchosnews@yahoo.com

Margaret Thatcher is on the cover of
Newsweek, or -- the next best thing -Meryl Streep is on the cover as the former British prime minister in a new
biopic.
Thatcher is a rich theme. If the types
who expound on such things didn't so
hate her politics, she'd launch a thousand
dissertations on those inexhaustible academic themes of class and gender. As the
daughter of a grocer, she was looked
down upon as the personification of, in
the words of one highfalutin critic, "the
worst of the lower-middle-class." As a
woman in a man's world, she was venomously attacked by her opponents as a
"bitch" or "the bag."
At this moment in our history,
though, it is Thatcher's central purpose
that is most important: Her unyielding rejection of British decline. She rejected it
with every bone in her middle-class body
even though sophisticates scoffed at such
a naive nationalism. She rejected it even
though the grandees of her own party
said it was inevitable. She rejected it even
though she knew reversing it meant forcing a wrenching political and economic
crisis.
The acrid whiff of decline is in the
air in America, in the enduringly weak
employment picture, in the spiraling
debt, in the persistent pessimism about

"Freedom is
... the understanding
that
allows to
recognize
shortcomings
and seek
solutions."

our prospects and in the intellectual
preparation for a "post-American world."
Part of the volatility in the Republican
presidential field is the unfulfilled hunger
for a Thatcher-like figure. Needless to
say, Thatchers aren't often on offer.
The country she wanted to save was
by the late 1970s an embarrassing wreck.
After World War II, Britain's leaders had
grounded the ship of state on the shoals
of socialism. The country was broke and
beset by maliciously powerful unions.
Humiliatingly, it had to go to the International Monetary Fund for a loan. Henry
Kissinger told President Gerald Ford in
1975, "Britain is a tragedy -- it has sunk
to begging, borrowing, stealing."
It wasn't enough to rage against
Britain's fate without correctly diagnosing the source of its sickness. As Claire
Berlinski, author of the book-length
study of Thatcher titled "There Is No Alternative," notes, she made an unsparing
and comprehensive case against socialism. "In the end," Thatcher thundered,
"the real case against socialism is not its
economic inefficiency, though on all
sides there is evidence of that. Much
more fundamental is its basic immorality."
Bold but never reckless, as prime
minister Thatcher undertook a comprehensive free-market program to tame inflation, restrain spending, cut taxes,
privatize industries, bring unions to heel
and deregulate the financial industry. At
one point, her approval rating dipped to
23 percent, but her vindication was a sustained return to dynamism and growth.
Her victory in the Falklands War represented a turning point in national pride.
She was Ronald Reagan's partner in defeating the Soviets. By the end of her career, she had accomplished what Britain's
consensus had once deemed impossible.
In today's America, the circumstances are very different, and the basic
challenge is profoundly the same.
Thatcher's lesson is that decline is inevitable only if its self-fulfilling prophets
prevail.
Rich Lowry is editor of the National
Review.
(c) 2012 by King Features Synd., Inc.
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By Rick Farinelli

On the front page of the Madera Tribune,
dated Dec. 28, a headline reads, “Locals Petition for Environment, Economic Growth.”
What an oxymoronic statement!
Government and environmentalists do
not promote economic growth. We are being
duped into believing that government can
save our economy. Free markets are the only
thing that will grow and save the economy.
Why are we letting our kids listen to wacko
environmentalists who teach our children
about the terrible industrialists that are destroying America? If you want to teach them
about our environment, then teach them with
the facts.
On Oct. 17, 1986 President Ronald Reagan signed into law the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act of 1986
(SARA). This act amended the Comprehensive Environmental Response, the Emergency
Planning and Community Right-to-KnowAct
of 1986 (EPCRA), commonly known as
SARATitle III. Its purpose was to encourage
and support emergency planning efforts at the
state and local levels and provide public and
local governments with information concerning potential chemical hazards present in their
communities.
SARATitle III was one of the strictest environmental cleanliness and safety acts in
United States history.This was actually needed
because factories and government military
bases were environmentally out of control
since the beginning of the U.S. President
Ronald Reagan knew that SARAwas such an
extreme environmental act that it would take
decades to enforce industries and government
controlled areas to become safe and clean.
SARA had such strict laws that some of the
acts were grandfathered in so they would not
become laws until the late 1990s, then each
new regulation would start each year thereafter
for the next 10 years. Do any of you remember fuel tanks being taken out of the ground
and being replaced with double lined tanks?
Do you remember asbestos being taken out of
every school, government center and industry
to only find out that all asbestos was not bad?
Instead of listening to environmental elitists, read for yourself how laws and regulations, like SARATitle III, cost eachAmerican
taxpaying citizen and industries to comply. I
think you will find the dollar amount in the

Madera Chapter Tea Party Meetings
The January 19th meeting had a change
of venue to the Hampton Inn in Madera presenting guest speaker Carey James, a retired
Border Control Agent speaking about why
our borders should be closed.
Most all of the Madera Chapter meetings
are held on the third Thursday of each month
from 6 - 8 pm at Di Cicco's, 516 South I Street
in Madera. The next scheduled meeting is
Feb. 16. Should there be a change in scheduling, please confirm meeting dates or guest
speakers on the Central Valley Tea Party website at www.centralvalleyteaparty.com and select the events tab on the blue menu bar then
scroll to find your area's chapter for current
scheduling of meetings, including speakers
and topics of discussion.
For more information contact Madera
Ranchos Tea Party Coordinator, John Smedley, by e-mail at jcsmedley@comcast.net, or
call 559-645-7031. You may also contact
Madera Tea Party Coordinator, Rick Farinelli,
by e-mail at richardfarinelli@sbcglobal.net or
call 559-706-5386.

Look Good and Feel Great
Quick, Fast
Results
CALL NOW!

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included
• AM PM
Medications
• Diet Injection

LOSE WEIGHT
AND INCHES TOO
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billions. The Right-to-KnowAct was the right
thing to do at the time and the laws and fines
are still in effect today. The problem is our
government is lobbied by environmental elitists to put more regulations on top of regulations with such restrictions that you cannot do
business in America. The environmental regulations are now to the point that you can
hardly start up a new business or continue
being in business at an affordable percentage
of profit. Between obscene regulations and
unions, companies are forced to do business in
other countries and in our case, other states.
We are a country of laws but when we listen
to people who don’t know the facts about environmental laws and regulations, we deserve
what we get, which is less jobs and a very bad
economy. Since 1986, The Right-to-Know
Act was applied to American industries and
government military bases and they have paid
their fair share in clean-up. Many paid the
price by shutting down facilities that could not
meet these environmental regulations. We are
the cleanest nation on earth and we already
have the regulations to support keeping us that
way. We do not need more environmental
wackos or elitists trying to make us cleaner.
Next time an environmentalist knocks on
your door, do your fair share by asking them
to start with China and then go East, West,
North and South and from that point it should
take them about 100 years to get back to
America’s environmental standards. Also remind them that this isAmerica and not a “One
World United Nations Agenda 21 Program.”
Rick Farinelli is the Madera Chapter
Coordinator for the Central Valley Tea Party.

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds
WE KNOW LOW CARBS!
$
OFF

20

1st visit only

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP
“We Are Very
Affordable”

224-6744

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

Ranchos Dental Care
& Orthodontics
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Environmental Elitists Don’t Let Up

559-645-5320
37144 Avenue 12 #104
Madera Ranchos

www.ranchosdental.com

Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!
More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.
We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

559-268-6650
call Tom and Maria at

3535 S. Temperance • Fresno • www.sagorey.com
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TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSUR ANCE?
Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood insurance (or eliminate it completely).
You can't afford to wait any longer,
so contact the professionals
today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

SAY YOU SAW IT ...
... IN THE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT
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Lic. #PLS 5815

36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

Click on “Local News” at

Got Horses?
Need Shoeing?
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The Stock Report

2011 Memories; 2012 Possibilities
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Call John’s! 209-628-0991

Certified by the American Farriers Education Council

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE
674-1663
14794 Hwy 41
Madera

Same Day Service
Family Owned
Since 1976
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Say you saw it in
www.The Ranchos.com

when Joann handed me the phone and
said that the Fresno Bee was calling
me. I hadn’t heard from the Fresno
Hi neighbors,
Bee since my last term on the Golden
The Christmas tree is down and Valley School Board so I wasn’t prethe beautiful lights are put away for pared for the questions that the reanother year. There is always some- porter began asking me. The reporter
thing sad about taking down the tree, asked how we were able to break
the lights, the decorations and put- away from Madera Unified and beting everything away in those three come Golden Valley Unified School
big red and green plastic tubs. It is District. Some people in Fresno were
like putting a whole year of memo- trying to create a new school district.
ries into those three big tubs. The I answered as well as I could but my
year 2011 had so many memories, mind was really on my exercise
some real good, some sad, and some class. After my conversation with the
just “life.” I have packed the year Fresno Bee reporter I begin thinking
away in the 2011 memory file with about how five young men and this
my 2011 Christmas letter. If you send retired school teacher accomplished
out Christmas letters, I hope that you what everyone thought was an imkeep a copy. I have 40 years of let- possible dream. I am proud that I had
ters that really tell the family story.
a part in making the dream of Golden
So we begin a new chance in the Valley Unified School District come
year 2012 for new experiences, new true. There were so many decisions
learning opportuto make before we
nities and new
could go to the
beginnings. I am
T h e y e a r 2 0 11 h a d s o Sacramento State
looking forward
School Board of
to traveling to the man y m e m o r i e s , s o m e re a l Education (I didDeep South with goo d , s o m e s a d , a n d s o m e n’t even know that
the Ranchos Hills just “life.” I have packed the there was such a
Seniors May 9 yea r a w a y i n t h e 2 0 11 m e m - board) to give us
through 19. I ory file with my 2011 Christ- permission to take
know that there
a community vote
will
be
new mas letter.
to separate from
sights,
sounds,
Madera Unified.
smells and great
That was just the
southern food. If you are interested beginning. The State Office of Eduin this great trip call the Ranchos cation gave us one year to form a
Hills Seniors at 645-4864 for infor- school district which is now our very
mation about this exciting trip. This successful Golden Valley Unified.
is one of the Seniors’ fundraising We had to form a school board, hire a
trips that help keep the Senior Cen- Superintendent, open an office, pass
ter working. Before the big trip to a bond, buy land and start constructhe South, the Seniors will be going tion to build Liberty High School all
to the 25th Mariposa Storytelling in that first year. One of the things
Festival March 9 and 10. I went to that I wondered is if the Fresno
this Festival last year and had a ball. group understands that there are
If you want to go to this Festival three different kinds of school diswith the Seniors, call the Senior Cen- tricts. Even though I was a school
ter at 645-4864.
teacher for 20 years I didn’t know
Just because I have packed away this. There are elementary school
each year ’s memories as a new year districts which teach Kindergarten to
has begun doesn’t mean that I don’t 8th grade. There are middle school
still have those memories on recall if districts that teach students 6th to 8th
I need them. It just takes a little grades. Last there are the unified
longer the farther back they are. I school districts that teach from prehope that you can follow what I am school through adult classes and
about to tell you. Sometimes a call everything in-between. Golden Valout of the blue can trigger memories. ley Unified became a unified district
A couple of weeks ago I was at because we were told we had a better
the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center
Please see STOCK on P. 11
leading the morning exercise class
By Audrey Stock

the Ranchos Independent
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Golden Valley Baptist Church
Happy New Year from your friends at

by Jean Briner

Sunday School 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service 10:15 a.m.
Tuesday 7 p.m. YOUTH 13-18
come meet new friends!
www.GoldenValleyChurch.com
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Here we are into the year 2012
– can you believe it? It seems like
only last week I was changing all
the calendars from 2010 to 2011.
Time does march on doesn’t it?
Hope you had a good beginning to
And up.
2012. Hope your new year will be
I was looking on the computer
very prosperous.
to see who was going to be the half
Well, it’s Super Bowl fever time entertainment this year and
time again. Will it be the 49ers or it’s Madonna! So that I won’t ofthe Giants? The Patriots or the fend any of her fans, I won’t tell
Ravens? At this point we don’t you how much I don’t care for her.
know who it will be but definitely Half time will probably be a good
it will not be Denver, starring the time for me to go clean the bathBroncos’ Tim Tebow, who was rooms. Enough said!
eliminated in a loss to the New
Although it is not an official
England Patriots. My niece Brooke holiday, it is certainly celebrated
and
nephew
like one. It is a
Brandon and his
good day to
girlfriend BarHave you seen the price of bring out the
bara flew from
munchies. And
southern Cali- a ticket to the Super Bowl? I please,
don’t
fornia a few looked on the Lucas Oil Sta- just open a bag
weekends ago to dium in Indianapolis website of chips and say
see the Broncos where the game will be “this is it.” Deplay in Denver
played. The stadium was built pending on how
and
I
think
many are in
Brooke
went with 63,000 seats, but it will your group, you
just
to
see be increased to over 70,000 could have them
Tebow
play, for the game. Tonight (about each bring a tray
rather than the three weeks before the game) of their favorite
whole team. I
there are 2,356 tickets left and snack food. A
can tell you one
couple of simple
sad girl who’s they cost $2,214 each.
suggestions is to
And up.
not looking foropen a package
ward
to
the
of cream cheese
Super Bowl.
(let soften beThere are a couple of statistics fore serving) and pour your fathat are related to the Super Bowl vorite salsa over it, and serve with
that I find interesting, however I tortilla chips. Or if you’re not a
can’t verify them being valid. Did salsa fan, but like seafood, use a jar
you know it’s reported that more of shrimp or crab cocktail over the
toilets are flushed during the half softened cream cheese and serve
time of the Super Bowl and that with pita chips. Or how about a
sewers have a hard time keeping tray of peeled and sliced cucumup? And supposedly there are more bers, zucchini, baby carrots, brocpizzas sold on Super Bowl Sunday coli, cauliflower and olives with a
than any other day of the year.
bowl of ranch dressing.
One of my favorite dips is the
Sticker Shock
old standby onion soup mix and
Have you seen the price of a sour cream. Just stir a package of
ticket to the Super Bowl? I looked Lipton onion soup mix into a pint
on the Lucas Oil Stadium in Indi- carton of sour cream. Be sure to let
anapolis website where the game it sit for a couple of hours in the rewill be played. The stadium was frigerator before serving so you
built with 63,000 seats, but it will won’t be biting down on dry
be increased to over 70,000 for the onions.
game. Tonight (about three weeks
Another good one for a crowd
before the game) there are 2,356 is the 7-Layer dip. I use a large
tickets left and they cost $2,214
Please see RECIPE on P. 9
each.

12414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos · 559-645-1700

Golden Valley Baptist

Pastor David Jones

JOIN TODAY AND PAY

NO INITIATION FEE!*

*with a 12 month agreement

CALL FOR MORE INFO

559-479-8282
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Fine Quality Craftmanship

Specializing In:
• Foreign & Domestic
Car Repairs
• Custom Paint
• Color Matching
• Insurance Work

GOLD GLASS

• Frame Straightening
• Unibody Frame
Repairs
• Chroma Vision
Color Matching

Precision Collision Repair
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Some Super Recipes

Insurance Claims Welcomed

FREE ESTIMATES

674-8591
Click on “Local News” at
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Guess what’s BACK in the Ranchos?

FRESH ROASTED COFFEE

New Owners • New Management • New Times

645-1225

The Coffee Spot • 37164 Ave. 12 #102 by Subway
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LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

559-645-5363
for aTIME
TED
LIMI only!

SAND & GRAVEL •
CRUSHED ROCK •
LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •
HUMUS •
BARK •
CHIPS •
RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •
COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •
CONSTRUCTION
CLEANUP •

cookie sheet, but use whatever size
is good for your party. The layers I
use (from bottom to top in this
order) are:
Refried Beans
Sour Cream
Guacamole
Chopped Green Chiles (drained)
Shredded Lettuce
Diced Tomatoes
Chopped (or sliced) Olives
Green Onions – chopped
Shredded Cheese
I didn’t put any amounts down
because it will depend on the size of
the platter you will be using. Additionally, I brown a pound of hamburger, drain it well on paper towels
and then stir it into the beans before
beginning to layer the other ingredients. The cheese can be of your
choice: Cheddar, Monterey Jack, or
if you want to make it a bit zestier,
use pepper jack, or a combination of
these. Serve with tortilla chips.
Depending on how much work
you want to go to before your party,
you could do chicken wings. I’m not
a fan of the hot wings, but I do like
the BBQ or this recipe for Brandied
Chicken Wings.

CA #142100

Brandied Chicken Wings
3 lbs. Chicken Wings with tips removed.
Sauce:
¼ C Brown Sugar (packed)
¼ C Cooking Sherry
¾ C Soy Sauce
2 t Ground Ginger
1 or 2 Cloves of Garlic – chopped
Combine sauce ingredients. Place
chicken in baking dish and pour sauce
over chicken and let marinate in the
refrigerator overnight. When ready to
bake, place wings on greased cookie
sheet and place in 450 oven for 10
minutes and turn wings over and cook
for another 10 minutes. Reduce oven
to 350 and cook wings for another 15
minutes or until wings are done.

$1,299.31

Smith Manor Grace Chapel is offering a
Direct Cremation Package for $1,299.31. Our Direct
Cremation Service Package is designed specially for
families who have chosen to have a simple cremation. This
package includes a durable plastic urn, a cardboard cremation
container, removal from place of death to mortuary within 50 miles,
basic services of director and staff, refrigeration, 1-hour private
family viewing, one death certificate, disposition permit and sales tax.

801 E. Yosemite Avenue, Madera
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662-8825

We went out to Randy and Vicki’s
after church for Christmas dinner.
Rachael had some hors d'oeuvres out
to munch on before dinner was ready.
One of them was the spinach and sour
cream in a bread bowl.
Spinach Dip & Bread Bowl
1 Pkg. (10 oz.) Frozen Chopped
Spinach.
Cooked, cooled and squeezed
dry
1 16 oz. Container Sour Cream
1 C Mayonnaise
2 or 3 Stalks of Celery, chopped
1 Pkg. Knorr Vegetable Recipe
Mix
3 Green Onions chopped (optional)
Combine all ingredients and chill
about 2 hours. Hollow out a loaf of
French bread and use as a container
for the dip. Tear up the bread you
pulled out of the loaf into bite-size
pieces and use as dippers. When the
dip is almost gone, tear up the loaf
and you have bread with dip on it
ready to eat.
Kickoff will be 3:30 our time so
you have enough time to get up and
go to church and be home in time to
get your party started and enjoy the
game – especially if your team is
winning. Hope you have a good time.
Before I close, I want to remind
you of the Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce’s 9th Annual Crab Feed
that is coming up. It will be on Friday, March 9 and is going to be held
at the beautiful Dante Club on Grantland right off of the 99 about one
mile past Borba Ranch were Station
19 have their BBQ every year. The
tickets are $45 an you get all you can
eat of salad, bread, pasta and crab,
and this year there will be a no-host
bar and dancing at the event. It’s all
going to a good cause because it’s the
major fundraiser for the Chamber to
finance their expenses for all of the
good work that they do. So come out
and support the Chamber of Commerce and your community!

To Advertise
in the

We also have many funeral plans
to choose from. To discuss payment options
on this plan or any of our other funeral
plans please call

www.The Ranchos.com

RECIPE cont. from P. 8

Ranchos
Independent
call645-0634
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You there! Stop texting! The
professor is trying to teach you!
One of the disadvantages to attending community college night
classes is that I am forced to interact with a large group of teenagers
fresh out of high school, some of
whom clearly don’t take higher education seriously. The benefit of
attending these classes is that they
provide me with great fodder for would routinely give her misinformation for my own amusement. I
my articles.
My current target? The kids once told her that we were assigned
that don’t feel the need to pay at- a paper outlining the power point
tention in class, and then gripes presentation we just viewed and
that they are failing. In every class how it applied to some concepts we
I have taken there are at least two learned. We hadn’t watched a
students that complain about their power point presentation that day
grades, whine that they are strug- but she didn’t notice, and she never
gling, and moan about all the seemed to turn in any homework
coursework. And inevitably, these anyway. My hope is that she spent
at least a couple
are the very
of days pansame twits that
spend the entire
What really concerns me icked about how
she was going to
class
texting
their
friends, is how did these people pass complete the asposting on Face- high school with this mental- signment withhaving
book and gener- ity? I’m relatively certain it out
the
ally
ignoring didn’t just pop up after grad- watched
power point that
the professor.
uation. Here is your diploma,
never existed.
Now, if you
After each
want to spend and we have attached your
the entire lec- certificate to pick up your exam, this same
ture goofing off, supply of laziness, procrasti- girl would look
that is your nation and inattention in the at her grade and
business. And,
principal’s office on your exclaim that she
just didn’t unif you can manage to waste all way out. Good luck in college derstand the maand
that time and with these superb new tools terial
whined
about
still pull top at your disposal.
how difficult the
grades, I apclass was. I usuplaud you. But
ally ignored her,
if you refuse to
pay attention in class, effectively but one evening my internal filter
wasting your money, the state’s broke. The very moment the lecture
money – slash the tax payer ’s began, after a lengthy bellyaching
money, it’s probably your parents’ episode, she popped her laptop
money – and in addition the pro- open and logged into Facebook. I
fessor ’s time just to complain to pointed at her computer screen and
everyone in earshot about your said, “That is why you are failing.”
failing grades, that just infuriates Of course, she ignored me, and the
cycle repeated for the remainder of
me.
Last term I had the misfortune the semester.
This is what perplexes me
of sharing a table with such a girl.
She seemed nice enough, but every about students like this, and I use
time the professor began her lec- this term loosely. Do they not realture, this moron would open her ize they by taking up that seat,
laptop and spend the next three someone else was denied a chance
hours surfing the internet and tex- to take that class? Do they not see
ting. Then, like clockwork, she that they are wasting the profeswould turn to me and ask if we
Please see GEN WHY on P. 21
were assigned any homework. I

New Restraint Law Classes Offered
According to Safe Kids, motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death
for children 3 to 14 in the United States.
Car seats can reduce fatal injuries by as
much as 71 percent for infants younger
than 1 year of age and by 54 percent for
toddlers ages 1-4. Children seated in a
booster seat in the rear of the car are 45
percent less likely to be injured in a crash
as compared to those using a seat belt
alone. Effective Jan. 1, a new California
law went into effect making it a legal requirement that children under 8 years old

must be properly buckled into a car seat or
booster in the back seat. This new law
mandates more stringent standards for parents to follow so they can protect their
children in the event they are involved in a
car crash.
First 5 Madera County, in partnership
with the Madera County Sheriff’s Department, will be providing more information
to the community about this new law and
car seat education classes and check-ups
will be offered from January to March
2012. Call 559-661-5155 for more info.

Judy’s Legal Document
Service
Self-Help Legal Document Assistant

•

Estate Planning • Family Law
... and more

Judith L. Locatelli

Legal Document Assistant • Notary Public

Madera County LDA Reg. 2010001 • Exp. 8/10/12

Call for an Appointment

559-395-4640 office • 559-908-4600 cell
www. JudysLegalDocumentService.Com
11874 Road 36 ½ • Madera, CA • 93636

•

“I am not an attorney. I can only provide
self-help services at your specific direction.”

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

1/12

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!
36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849
www.bedrockeng.com

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate

•
•
•
•

Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
Divide your property with a parcel map
Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley
1/12

Texting vs Teaching in College

Say you saw it in

the Ranchos Independent

Click on “Local News” at
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GOT
WINE?
Best
Best
Best
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Selection
Service
Prices

in
ALL
of the
RANCHOS!

chance of separating from Madera
Unified if we did.
The interview with the Fresno
Bee reporter brought back memories
from way back. In 1959 I was elected
as PTA president of Viking Elementary school. In those days there were
no parents’ clubs in schools, it was
always a national organization of
PTA that schools had. Some of you
may never have heard of the PTA.
This is the first organization that
made people realize the important
role that parents play in the education of their children. Here is the history of the PTA.
On Feb. 17, 1897 the Parent
Teacher Association was founded in
Washington D.C. by two women,
Alice McLellan Birney and Phoebe
Apperson Hearst. All over our nation the month of February was chosen to honor these national founders
as well as the past presidents of
local units. I had gotten involved
when my oldest child was in Kindergarten. I learned a lot about working
with teachers and administrators

from the PTA speakers and programs. I worked with the state PTA
to encourage elementary schools to
have libraries on their campuses to
encourage reading. Scandinavian
School District was an Elementary
School District consisting of Viking,
Vinland, Erickson, Norseman and
Scandinavian Middle School in east
Fresno. This was not a unified
school district so they could not
build a high school. California is a
state that seems to think bigger is
better and more efficient. In 1959
the California State Board of Education forced the Scandinavian School
District to join either Fresno Unified
or Clovis Unified so that their students would have a high school to
complete their education. Lots and
lots of PTA meetings at all the
schools were held and the people decided to go with Fresno Unified and
the Scandinavian School District
was taken over by Fresno Unified. I
guess what I am trying to say is that
creating a school district is complicated and if you don’t do it right you

Please see STOCK on P. 21

USE YOUR TAX REFUND NOW!
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and be driving your
NEW CAR tomorrow!

call GT Auto Center for full details

www.The Ranchos.com

• 559-673-9900
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Progress not Perfection

Show Your Heart ... Like Tebow
GET YOUR FREE ONION!

Just for visiting Sweet Flower Fruit Stand we’d like
to give you a FREE onion to say “thanks” and to
give you an example of just how good our produce
is. One per customer per day.
Exp. 2-29-12

“The only way to get
fresher produce would be
to pick it yourself.” ™

Got ants ... or those pesky little ground beetles?
Of course you do, you live in the Ranchos!

We are offering a special
to our Ranchos neighbors!

645-5720 or 645-5386
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No extra start up fees with an annual service.
Competitive pricing with free estimates!
Call us for more details or to schedule your estimate.
36434 Ave. 12 • www.delkpestcontrol.com

WE’RE ON THE WEB!
1/12

altar. You should not say the name Jesus
in public because you might offend
someone. We have to be careful not to
upset anyone. Schools no longer have
Christmas Programs, they have “Holiday Festivals,” of course, don’t tell
them that the word “holiday” is derived
from “Holy Day.” Since when did believing in God become so divisive? We
are a country founded on God. The Pilgrims came here so they could worship
By Mike Bailey
God.
It is time to not be afraid. We need
Over the last few months we have
all been exposed to “Tebow Time.” His to show the world what a loving, caring
courage is shown more in the way he God can do. The last thing Jesus tells
lives than on the gridiron. His name is his disciples in Matthew 28:18-20 is:
just not a proper noun anymore, it is “All authority in heaven and on earth
now a verb. You have heard about has been given to me. Therefore, go and
“Tebowing” when you kneel down on make disciples of all nations, baptizing
one knee, rest your elbow on the other, them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the
put one hand on the
Holy Spirit, and
ground and raise
the other to your
Tebow does not pray for the teaching them to
forehead,
close perfect spiral or his receiver to obey everything I
your eyes and be wide open. He prays for the have commanded
praise God for all Lord’s will in public. He is not you. And surely I
he has done and is afraid to show his faith. Tim is am with you algoing to do. The proud to be a Christian and he ways, to the very
main difference: I is walking the walk. The first end of the age.”
do it in private; thing out of his mouth in every We have been
to
Tim Tebow does it interview is: “I would like to commanded
in front of mil- thank my Lord and Savior share our faith and
lions. He has the Jesus Christ.” No matter the belief, but yet we
courage to wear his fallout from all of the naysay- tend to cower
love of Christ on ers, he continues to proclaim when the radicals
his sleeve and does his love of Jesus. He wears talk about faith
not care what oth- Jesus as a badge of honor and being a harbinger
for weak people.
ers think. When displays it to the world.
Don’t be afraid,
Tebow prays on the
show your faith,
sidelines
his
and pray as a famprayers are simple:
he asks the Lord for strength, protec- ily at restaurants. Tell people what
tion for not just him but his teammates Christ has done in your life.
Remember Jesus said in John
also. He asks the Lord for His will to
be done, whatever that may be and the 15:18: “If the world hates you, rememwisdom to carry out His will. Tebow ber they hated me first.” In the book of
does not pray for the perfect spiral or Matthew Jesus says in chapter 10 and
his receiver to be wide open. He prays verse 22: “All men will hate you befor the Lord’s will in public. He is not cause of me, but he who stands firm to
afraid to show his faith. Tim is proud the end will be saved.” Jesus makes it
to be a Christian and he is walking the very plain: we will not be liked. It is
walk. The first thing out of his mouth hard to say why the world will not like
in every interview is: “I would like to us, but we know who wins in the end.
Go, be like Tebow. The persecution
thank my Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.” No matter the fallout from all and the hatred is not a shameful thing,
of the naysayers, he continues to pro- rather it is a badge of honor which Jesus
claim his love of Jesus. He wears Jesus wore before you or I ever did.
as a badge of honor and displays it to
Until next time,
the world.
Now, in our society we are supMike
posed to leave our love of Christ at the
Until he changes his mind, the Pastor’s Desk will be written by Mike Bailey and is being renamed “Progress not
Perfection.” He is not a pastor but he
has a message. With approximately
17.6 million American adults who
abuse alcohol or are alcohol dependent, his message is timely and relevant.
Editor

Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.
Get fully downloadable back issues of
the Ranchos Independent
(beginning with April 2006).
Learn how you can add your
Ranchos-area business to this site!

www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
Click on “Local News” at
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Senior Report

Looking Forward to Spring Events, Touring the Deep South
Home and Garden Festival which will be on the first week in April and
the Annual Bike Ride during the third week in April. Put these events on
your calendar.
The Ranchos/Hills Seniors had a great holiday season. The celeThe Department of
bration of Thanksgiving with a potluck dinner was enjoyed with tradi- health comes perioditional and different ethnic food dishes. The Senior Center moved on to its cally to the center for
Christmas events over the four Saturdays of December, which included free checkups. The
the Christmas Boutique, Bake Sale, catered Christmas dinner by the Ki- screenings include: Perwanis and the installation of the new officers and Board members. Helen sonal health history reLowell, as always, did an outstanding presentation. President Mike view, blood pressure and
Thomson signed on for an additional year as president. We get to keep our blood sugar test, nutriEaster Bunny and sign dancer at the corner ofAvenue 12 and Fernwood. tion and health educaSign up and join the Ranchos/Hills Seniors, 37330 Berkshire, for tion and a low-cost
the upcoming trip called the Southern Journey to South Carolina and blood test is available.
The itinererary for the next Ranchos/Hills
Georgia from May 9 – 19.Afew spaces are still available, but going fast, The health screenings
and any adult is welcome to join.
are for 50 and above and Seniors’ trip to the historic south.
The Brookgreen Gardens is just one of the sights we will be visit- for referrals to medical
ing.Although humans first made contact with the area 10,000 years ago, providers and community services the contact number is 675-7893 to
the area wouldn’t have human habitation until nomadic tribes settled in make an appointment.
villages in the area around 1500AD. The English settlers came from BarAnutritionally balanced lunch program is available Monday through
bados and other Caribbean Islands during the 17th Century. In 1931 the Friday at 11:30 a.m. and a suggested price for 60 years and older is $1.75.
Brookgreen Gardens was established as a nonprofit corporation to pre- Reservations are needed 24 hours in advance prior to 11 a.m. so rememserve the flora of this unique area. Today, Brookgreen Gardens is a Na- ber to call Joann at 645-4864.
We have a growing exercise program being held on
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 10 a.m. The participants are getting more than just exercise by attending. They
have fun, share laughs and meet new friends and get updates
on their fellow members and get current news and updates
on what is happening at the Center. There is room for you
and you may attend all three days or just one or two of them.
New to the agenda is Tuesdays at 12:30 p.m. with a variety
of card games to be enjoyed. Come and learn some new
games.
Check your calendar for daily events for each day of
Unique flora and extensive samples of figurative sculptures make Brookgreen Garthe week. If you do not have a copy of the newsletter, stop
dens in South Carolina a must-see visit during any trip to the deep south.
by the Senior Center for a copy or find additional copies at
tional Historical Landmark with an extensive collection of flora and the Ranchos Market, Hurst Hardware and at many of the businesses on
extensive examples of figurative sculptures. If you’d like to go with us, Avenue 12. The Farmers Market at the center has a variety of vegetables
call 645-4864 and make your reservation.
and fruits; jams and jellies are available and the Boutique has many “on
The Ranchos/Hills Senior Center is now planning for its annual the spot” gift items.
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By Verlaine Elinburg

Madera DA Reports on Animal Abuse Prosecutions

15% OFF
Pizza Factory Catering

your next catering purchase*

645-7011

*Valid at Madera Ranchos Pizza Factory • Not valid
with any other offer • Minimum $50 purchase

www.The Ranchos.com

Madera County District Attorney
Michael Keitz and his staff met with the
board of directors of the Friends of the
Madera Animal Shelter on Jan. 10. Concerns raised by the group at the Jan. 4
meeting of the Madera City Council provided the District Attorney’s Office an opportunity to meet with and inform
members of the public about prosecution
of animal abuse cases. During the meeting, the District Attorney’s Office presented statistics on animal abuse cases
referred over the past year.
In 2011, county prosecutors
processed a total of 8,781 criminal cases
referred from law enforcement agencies.

Of those cases, 27 involved charges of animal abuse including mis-treatment of
dogs and cats, starving horses, cock fighting, abandonment, and other acts of
abuse. The District Attorney’s Office
found sufficient evidence to bring charges
in 85 percent, or 23 of the cases submitted. Of those, 16 cases resulted in conviction, while seven cases are currently
pending.
Persons convicted of animal abuse
charges in 2011 were sentenced by the
Madera Superior Court to various punishments including fines, probation, and
community service. Conviction may also
result in incarceration, as did an earlier

case prosecuted in 2010.
Several instances of animal abuse
discovered in Madera County in the recent past received extensive media coverage. However, not all of these cases have
been
presented by the law enforcement
agencies to the District Attorney’s Office
for prosecution, either due to continuing
investigative efforts or lack of evidence.
The District Attorney’s Office takes
all criminal matters seriously, including
animal abuse. District Attorney Michael
Keitz encourages the public to report suspected animal abuse to the appropriate
law enforcement agency.
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Click on “Local News” at
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The 9th Annual All-You-Can-Eat

Friday, March 9 • 6 p.m.
At the beautiful DANTE CLUB

No-Host Bar • Dancing • Auctions
Tables of 10 are available for your Business or Group.
Business Sponsorships are also available. Call for info.
All proceeds go to the Golden Valley Chamber of commerce and the
Annual Crab Feed sells out every year so get your tickets early!
You can get your tickets at the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce,
the Ranchos Independent, Ranchos Pizza Factory or the Ranchos Café.

See the Vintage 1993 Suzuki Intruder 800 V-Twin that the Chamber
will be raffling off later in the year. Get your raffle tickets now!
www.The Ranchos.com

Call the Chamber for more information. 645-4001
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Your $45 ticket includes Crab, Salad, Crab, Pasta, Crab, Bread, Crab and Dessert!
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GVUSD Going Solar, $1 Million Rebate First Savings
Solar Photovoltaic (PV) energy facilities. After looking at a number of alternative approaches, last May, the
district contracted with TerraVerde
Renewable Partners, an independent
public energy advisor, to assist the
district in developing a plan to implement solar PV energy project.
The first step was for TerraVerde
to analyze the district’s electricity
usage to see if using solar PV energy
facilities to generate electricity for the
district would result in meaningful
savings. Several presentations of TerraVerde’s findings to the board last
summer and this fall demonstrated that
Golden Valley Unified School District the district could significantly reduce
Superintendent, Andy Alvarado.
its short- and long-term electricity
costs by replacing power purchased
from PG&E with power generated by
By Andy Alvarado
district-owned solar PV energy facilities. Also, the board learned that with
Finding ways to reduce costs is a the implementation of solar PV energy
high priority for the Golden Valley project, it would be eligible to receive
Unified School District board, admin- over $1 million in rebates offered by
istration and staff. However, after sev- the California Solar Initiative.
eral years of belt-tightening, it isn’t
The next step involved a review of
easy finding new ways to reduce costs potential locations of the solar PV enthat don’t negatively impact the dis- ergy facilities at district sites. In maktrict’s educational program.
ing this decision, the board weighed
One area the board and adminis- both the look and costs of the solar PV
tration have been exploring for the energy facility structures. One considpast 18 months is reducing electricity eration was the placement of solar PV
costs. Payments to PG&E represent al- panels on structures in parking lots and
most 10 percent of the district’s non- over playgrounds to provide the addipersonnel budget and are the fastest tional benefit of shading.
growing item in
Based
on
that part of the
these findings, the
budget. Electricity
board then authorcosts are also the
ized TerraVerde
least predictable
and staff to run a
and controllable
bidding process to
item in the disselect a qualified
trict’s budget.
solar contractor to
With this in
design and build
mind, almost a
the solar PV enyear and a half
ergy facilities for
ago, the board dithe district. The
rected staff to exPhotovoltaic panels like these will be staff involved in
plore
the sprouting up soon on the classrooms of Golden the bidder evaluaimplementation of Valley schools.
tion process in-

cluded Jim Monreal, Dave Baughman and
Melinda Cullins, as well as, consultants
from Harris Construction, Taylor Teter
Architects and TerraVerde.
At their Jan. 17 meeting, the board
voted to enter into a contract with Cupertino Electric, Inc., a large electrical contractor with both extensive school and
solar PV installation experience.
While project supervision will be provided by Cupertino Electric, they are
committed to 100 percent of the labor on
the project will be provided by local electricians and other skilled trades out of
Madera County.
The project is currently scheduled to
begin at the end of February and be completed by the summer. As soon as the
project is commissioned by PG&E, electricity, budget savings and rebates will
start flowing. For more information,
please contact Jim Monreal, GVUSD
Chief Business Official.

GVUSD
Calendar
District wide
Feb. 7 - Board meeting
Sierra View Elementary
Jan. 26 - Coffee with Principal Imperatrice
Jan. 31 - 100 Days of School Celebration
Feb. 2 - Spelling Bee
Ranchos Middle School
Feb. 15-16 - Science Fair
Liberty High School
Jan. 19-26 - 2012/2013 registration
presentations
Jan. 30 - Parent FASFA workshop
Jan. 31 - NSL Talent Show
Feb. 3 - Rally- Movie Night Awards

GVUSD Ponding Basin Information
Many changes have taken place since
the original construction of the ponding
basin that is located at Ave. 12 and Road
36. In June of 2002, GVUSD partnered
with Madera County to accept and accommodate some road related storm
runoff as referenced within the Master
Drainage Plan for Madera Ranchos.
The storm drainage facility was designed partly to accommodate the necessary road improvements at the
intersection of Ave. 12 and Road 36.
Road construction included the installation of a storm drainage pipe running
under Road 36, which would then run
into the existing retention pond.
With the construction of the Ranchos
Middle School in 2007, soil was removed
to increase the capacity of the ponding
basin. The west end of the basin was also
then graded for appropriate drainage. Additional fencing and sprinklers were subsequently added to this area for use as
additional turf fields for the district.

The Liberty High ponding basin from the
corner of Avenue 12 and Road 36.

With our Madera County partnership, heavy equipment was brought in to
assist in the maintenance of the basin.
We attempted to reach a soil layer to promote percolation. We were also able to
remove the excessive foliage growth in
the basin promoted by standing water.
As our winter season continues, we
will monitor water flow and dissipation
as well as vegetation growth.

Click on “Local News” at
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Denham Reacts to Pipeline Denial

now open • 7 days a week 10 am - 5 pm
january special

only $10

40 lbs. sweet oranges

• Fruit
• Nuts
• Honey

• Dried
Fruit
• More!

Bring in this ad and receive a complimentary gift

33588 Ave. 12 @ Rd. 33 1/2 • 479-6842

1/12

Liberty High
Key Club
Preps
Honda Float
For Rose Parade
American Honda was
Official Sponsor for
Tournament of Roses Parade
On Dec. 30, 2011, Sarah Buress, along
with Key Club President Andy Hart and nine
Liberty High School Key Clubbers traveled
to Pasadena to decorate the Rose Parade
floats. Accompanying them were Ranchos
Kiwanis President, John Glueck; Secretary,
Pam Glueck; Key Club Advisor, Travis Hart;
and Carla Hart. This wonderful experience
is held every year through the Kiwanis International organization where hundreds of
Key Club volunteers are assigned floats
based on the decorating needs. This year our
kids were assigned to the American Honda
float, “Sweet Dreams.” American Honda is
the official sponsor of the Tournament of
Roses Parade. Anyone watching on Monday,
Jan. 2 saw Kenny G riding the float and playing the saxophone. American Honda has put
together a wonderful short video of the parade showing footage from an interview they
did with Andy Hart at the Rosemont Pavilion
prior to the parade. The video can be seen on
YouTube. Congratulations Key Clubbers on
a job well done.

www.The Ranchos.com

On Wednesday, Jan. 18 Representative Denham issued a statement on
Presiden Obamat’s decision to deny the
application for construction of the Keystone XL Pipeline, sending more jobs
and resources overseas.
“More than three years ago the application was filed to build the Keystone
XL pipeline and bring jobs and energy
security to America, and today the Administration rejected it. The Keystone
XL pipeline is one of the largest private
infrastructure projects in American history. It would have created 20,000 jobs
immediately; spurred the creation of
118,000 spin-off jobs, and reduced our
dependence on Middle Eastern oil.
“The Administration’s excessive
regulations have continually hindered
job creation in the Valley and around the
nation. We must invest in our natural
resources, and encourage access to

available resources and the jobs that
come with them,” Denham said.

Committee Members Needed
for the Golden Valley Unified School District
Citizens' Bond Oversight Committee

Honda filmed a short video that featured Key
Club President Andy Hart and put it on YouTube.

The Golden Valley Unified School District is now accepting applications
for an opening on the Citizens' Bond Oversight Committee
to oversee Measure S Bond monies.
If interested, please obtain an application from the
Superintendent’s Office
37479 Avenue 12, Madera 93636 • (559) 645-7500.

Golden Valley Shining Star Time
The Key Club gang from Liberty High show
the Rose Parade people how to make a float.

It’s that time of year again to nominate
Golden Valley Unified School District employees for the annual STAR recognition
awards. Employees can be nominated by
parents, community members, students and
colleagues. The Foundation for Golden
Valley School holds an annual dinner in
September to recognize the five employees
who were chosen by a panel of community
members in the following categories:
•
•
•
•
•

Key Club President Andy Hart puts the
finishing touches on the Honda float.

Secondary Teacher
Elementary Teacher
Operational Service Employee
Instructional Service Employee
Administrator/Manager

Following the Foundation STARS
Dinner, three employees are forwarded to

the Madera County Office of Education for
their Excellence in Education Awards in a
teaching, service and administration/manager category. Madera County Office of
Education, in partnership with the Educational Employees Credit Union, holds an
annual recognition event in October to
honor outstanding employees throughout
Madera County.
Please plan to nominate an outstanding employee by submitting a nomination
form to Aimee Beintker at the Golden Valley Unified School District Office by February 10, 2012. Nominations forms can be
found on the Golden Valley USD website
at www.gvusd.k12.ca.us, at a school site or
at the district office. If you have any questions please feel free to contact Aimee
Beintker at 645-7500.
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Matthews Named Man of the Year

Business Profile

New Ranchos Business
Lets You Say Goodbye
To Your Aching Back

John Matthews, right, receives the Golden Valley Baptist Church’s Men’s Ministry Man of the
Year award at the monthly Men’s Ministry breakfast by Carl Yocum, Men’s Ministry Director.

John Matthews, a long-time member of
the Golden Valley Baptist Church, was presented the Men’s Ministries’ Man of the
Year award. He has been faithful to the
Church in his duties as a Deacon and Director of the Buildings and Grounds Committee. Last year he spearheaded a drive to
build a playground for the children of the
Church and our neighborhood children.
Currently he is working on plans for a baseball field and a Frisbee golf course on the
Church property for our youth.
John is always looking for ministry op-

portunities to be a good servant of God and
follow in the steps of Jesus.
John is a former U.S. Marine who
served with distinguished service to his
country. He lives in the Ranchos with his
wife Ann. His sons Mark and Kerry both
live in the Ranchos as well.
We are fortunate to have a man like
John in our Church and to serve with him
for the cause of Christ. John was presented
the Man of the Year award at the monthly
Men’s Ministry breakfast by Carl Yocum,
Men’s Ministry Director.

BIGELOW cont. from P. 2

store accountability to local agencies and
voted to keep and attract jobs to our community.
One of the realities of our region is the
threat of fire. Although an official firefighter
on his 18th birthday, Frank’s commitment to
fire safety was born on the ranch as a young
boy. 39 years later, Frank continues to serve
as a volunteer with his local fire department.
Frank has served on a variety of local
organizations and committees, most notably
his service on the Madera District Fair
Board, the Madera Ag Boosters Board of Directors, California Shorthorn Breeder’s Association Board of Directors and the Madera
County Cattleman’s Association Board of
Directors. He served as a leader in the Spring
Valley 4-H Club and is a strong supporter of
the Future Farmers of America. In keeping
with family tradition, he has continued to
raise champion registered Shorthorn cattle
and champion registered Columbia Sheep.
Frank resides in O’Neals, with his wife
of 34 years, Barbara.

telephone. In 1908, after requests for service
from other settlers and a subsequent request
by the Forest Service to take over its phone
lines, the Bigelow Telephone Company became Ponderosa Telephone Company.
An employee of the Ponderosa Telephone Company since 1973, Frank worked
his way up through the ranks of the company, learning all facets of the business and
currently serves as Vice President. Frank, a
fourth generation rancher, remains active in
the operation of his family’s cattle ranch,
Bigelow Farms.
Elected by his neighbors to the Madera
County Board of Supervisors, Frank has a
proven record of thoughtful leadership. By
working to build a budget surplus, Frank
helped protect taxpayers from the tough economic times we are experiencing now. His
votes to reduce government spending and
economic reforms have forced government
to live within its means. Frank fought to re-

Drs. Michael and Lisa Haney will be shoulders and knees. They perform Deopening Haney Chiropractic & Rehabili- partment of Transportation (D.O.T.) medtation Center here in the Madera Ranchos, ical exams and drug testing. They have
complete with a grand opening and ribbon years of experience and special training
cutting on Saturday, Feb. 3 at 11 a.m.
for the treatment of whiplash and
Dr. Lisa Haney, formerly Lisa Cama- headaches caused from auto accidents
cho, was a gradand sports inuate of Madera
juries and they
High
School
also offer sports
and her family
physicals.
moved to the
Dr.
Lisa
Ranchos from
Haney feels the
Firebaugh when
Ranchos is a
Dr. Haney was a
safe place to
sophomore. She
raise their chilgraduated from
dren, 11-yearMadera High
old
Calissa,
School and at9-year-old
tended CaliforMichael, and
nia
State
Christian, the 6
U n i v e r s i t y,
year old, who
Fresno and then
all attend Webcontinued her
ster Elementary.
Drs. Michael and Lisa Haney, surrounded by their She also thinks
education
at
Parker Chiro- children, are excited about bringing top-notch chiro- it’s a great way
practic Univer- practic care to the Ranchos.
to give back to
sity in Dallas,
the community
Texas, where she received her Doctorate where she once lived and lives again.
in Chiropractic. She met her husband, Dr.
“If you suffer from headaches, neck,
Michael Haney.
shoulder or arm pain, back, hip or leg
They moved to Pennsylvania, where pain, sciatica or carpal tunnel, then give
he was born and raised, and there estab- us a call,” Dr. Lisa Haney said. “We
lished a successful practice for 13 years. would love to meet you and help you.
Dr. Lisa Haney always wanted to return You don’t have to live in pain anymore.
home to be with her family and she always It’s a new year, make it a new you.”
loved the country living the Ranchos had
The Golden Valley Chamber of
to offer, along with the beautiful views of Commerce is going to be conducting a
the mountains and the closeness of the lit- ribbon cutting ceremony on Saturday,
tle community.
Feb. 4 at 11 a.m. and the Haneys invite
Their practice will be located at you to visit the new office and meet the
36734 Ave. 12
doctors.
Reand they will be
freshments will
offering chirobe served and
practic care to
they are offerall ages. They
ing a computuse Advanced
erized spinal
Computerized
analysis, a $50
Technology to
value,
for
detect and corFREE. They
rect spinal misare also giving
alignments which cause pain and away a FREE chair massage to anyone
dysfunction in the body. They also per- who comes to the ribbon cutting. Stop
form traditional manual manipulation, by to see the Haneys at 36734 Ave. 12
decompression and laser therapy for disc or call 660-5262 if you need more ininjuries, physiotherapy and rehabilitation formation and be sure you’re there on
for soft tissue injuries to the neck, back, Saturday, Feb. 4 at 11 a.m.

Click on “Local News” at
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“In a fire like that there’s nothing left.
There’s nothing to investigate. Unless
fornia. “Dealers bought what there was and someone sees someone in the act and you
the majority of it went to Texas where pursue that, you’ve got nothing,” he said.
they’re having a drought.”
Because life goes on and Jessie heard
When the fire department arrived on nothing from any investigators, has
scene Jessie was initially relieved, thinking cleaned up the area where the bales were
that he would be able to salvage some of his burned. “I have to get replacement hay for
hay. But he quickly realized that not a drop my customers.” He was also concerned
of water was going onto his hay. A tractor about liability in the event that a strong
that was near the inferno was being wet wind could possibly kick up and spread all
down by the firefighters to try to save it but of the ash across Highway 145, possibly
the
firefighters
causing a traffic
considered the hay
problem
a total loss by the
Jessie’s comtime they arrived.
mitment to his
A firefighter
customers is Hurwho didn’t want
culean. Almost
his identity reimmediately after
vealed said that
the
fire,
and
there
wasn’t
knowing that no
enough water in
oat hay could be
the trucks to put a
found in Califordent in a fire of this
nia, Jessie got in
From across the street looking south, behind the his car and went
magnitude. “Our
trucks hold thou- 3V Feed storefront are mountains of hay.
on a 2,000 mile
sands of gallons. A
trek through the
fire like this would have taken millions of western United States, meeting with hay
gallons,” he said. Part of the problem was brokers in Oregon, Arizona, Nevada -that there are no fire hydrants in that area anywhere that he could to try to get reof the country, limiting the available water placement product. His tenacity paid off
to whatever the fire trucks are carrying.
and he has shipments coming in from all
“The
fireover.
fighters
stayed
Jessie had inithere and made
tially offered a resure that there
ward of $1,000 to
were no embers
anyone who might
blowing away that
know something
could have caused
about this crime
even more probthat will lead to an
lems,” he said.
arrest and convicJessie
distion and he has just
agrees.
upped the reward
“The
hay
to $1,500.
Looking west with Highway 145 to the left, this
burned for the
“Someone
next two days. is all that remains of 4,500 bales of hay.
knows something
The next day at 1
and somebody else
o’clock there were still flames and you probably knows something as well,” Jessie
couldn’t stand on [the north side] of the said. “Ultimately, the one who did this
road because of the heat,” he said.
knows and God knows and the truth will
Jessie’s concerns were justified be- come out one day.”
cause his feed store across the street from
Two things have helped sustain Jessie
the fire has massive stacks of hay all throughout this ordeal: His faith in God
around his business. “There were black and his customers.
embers all over my driveway in front of
“The almighty has helped me. I feel it
my store, just yards from more stacks of was Him who guided me on my 2,000 mile
hay,” he said.
trip and now I have all types of hay comJessie is also concerned that no one ing in at this time,” Jessie said proudly.
appears to be investigating the crime that
But his customers are amazing as
was committed against him.
well.
“The sheriff’s department said that
“My customers have been very suparson is investigated by the fire depart- portive and have offered up their
ment, and no one from the fire department prayers and whatever help they can,”
has contacted me.”
Jessie said. “This is a community store.
The source that I talked to said there I help those who I can and now they are
probably wouldn’t be an investigation.
reaching out to me.”

FIRE cont. from P. 2
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Big Changes for Annual Crab Feed
The Golden Valley Chamber of Com- beautiful dance floor and there will be
merce is presenting its 9th Annual All-You- music for all tastes and abilities this year.
Can-Eat Crab Feed on Friday, March 9 at 6 You’ll be able enjoy a great meal, wash it
p.m., but with some big, exciting changes down with a fine wine and then boogie the
this year.
night away. And don’t forget the silent and
This year, the crab feed is going to be live auctions. Bid on something you need
held at the beautiful Dante Club at High- or something you’ve always wanted and get
way 99 and Grantland. If you’ve attended caught up in the excitement of a live aucthe Station 19 BBQ at Borba Ranch in Au- tion.
gust, the Dante Club is only 1 mile further
At this year’s crab feed you will get to
down the highway. Same side of the road, see a very special raffle item. Would you
same direction, you
believe a vintage 1993
just get off on GrantSuzuki Intruder 800 Vland instead of Ave. 7.
Twin ? Imagine a
You can even get off on
water-cooled Harley
Herndon and it will
and you get the idea.
lead to the same place.
The best part is
The Dante Club
the tickets are only $45
features a full-service,
for all the crab you can
no host bar, something
eat and all of the prothat the Crab Feed has
ceeds go to keeping
How about a vintage Suzuki Intruder the Golden Valley
not been able to make
available in the past be- V-Twin? Do we have your attention now? Chamber of Comcause the event was almerce working for
ways held at the high school. Probably you. Like Flatlander’s Day? That’s the
more than any other request the Chamber Chamber. How about the Community
has received regarding the Crab Feed is the Christmas tree? Chamber again. And if
desire to have a glass of wine or an ice-cold you’re a business in the Ranchos, it’s the
glass of beer with a crab meal. This year Chamber that helps connect you and supyour wish will come true.
port you.
The other thing that we hear a lot is
This is going to be an exciting crab
why isn’t there ever any dancing at the crab feed. It always sells out so make sure you
feed? Rest assured, the Dante Club has a get your tickets early!

To Burn or Not to Burn ...
As the cold weather continues to grip burn it.
Secondly, people are confused about
the Ranchos, our local firefighters have
asked to convey a couple of messages to when they can and can’t fire up the wood
stove here in the Ranchos. The APCD
our community.
First, it appears that there is some con- looks to prohibit any type of wood burnfusion about what is permissable to burn ing, including wood, wood pellets and
here. Since we’re in the country, many manufactured wood logs. They can’t be
burnt in open hearth
people (particufireplaces, EPA cerlarly
recent
tified stoves and intransplants
serts, pellet stoves,
from the city)
outdoor chimineas
seem to think
or fire pits. Pretty
you can burn
prohibitive, right?
anything you
Here’s the loophole:
want which is
We are exempt from
leading to a lot
of people burnall of that. You are
ing garbage in
exempt if burning
Burning garbage is never permitted and espetheir yards and cially if you leave it unattended.
wood is your ONLY
fields. Of all
means to warm your
the thing that
home OR if you do
are permissable to burn, know this: Trash not have access to natural gas service (and
is the one thing in the San Joaquin Valley propane doesn’t count). There’s your loopAir Pollution Control District handbook hole. There is no natural gas service in the
that is NEVER allowed to be burnt. The Ranchos so burn away.
Responsibly ...
bottom line? If you’ve got trash, don’t
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County Master Gardener Events
On Saturday, Jan. 21 from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. there will be a Bare Root Planting and
Care workshop hosted by Master Gardener
Kathy Eisele at Lowe’s Garden Shop, 2100
W. Cleveland Ave, Madera. It’s free to the
public so bring your gardening questions.
Everybody loves roses and they’re
easy to grow in Madera County. From new
planting of bare-root roses to maintenance
of heirloom varieties, everyone will enjoy
the February Master Gardener workshop
on roses.
On Saturday, Feb. 4 from 10 a.m. to
noon, enjoy “Roses: Pruning, Pest Control

What Do You Not See?
What do you not see?
I think one of the things I miss most
being on the down side of “the hill” is my perfect vision. It’s been a good 10 years since it
started to go, but I’m still fighting the whole
glasses thing. For some things, like reading, I
don’t have a choice. For other activities I
don’t need them yet. But, there are a few
things, like house-keeping, in which I’m realizing my imperfect vision is blurring reality. What appears to be a clean countertop (to
the un-spectacled eye), is really dotted with

and Fertilizing,” hosted by Master Gardeners Peg Coffin and Carole Chavin. This
workshop will be held at Madera Community College Center, Three Sisters Demonstration Garden (Rain location: Room
R3A), 30277 Avenue 12 in Madera just
east of Highway 99.
The workshop showcases the new
rose garden at the demonstration garden
and there is no charge to the public. Parking is free. Reservations are requested by
calling 559-675-7879, extension 210, or
via email at mgmadera@ucdavis.edu. Visit
the Master Gardener website at cemadera.ucdavis.edu/.

FBI cont. from P. 3
plus years old. He stood 5 feet 8 inches
tall and weighed 160 pounds. He had
brown eyes, a shaved head, sported a
salt-and-pepper colored mustache and
goatee, had several chipped teeth and
some missing teeth. He also had an 8inch vertical scar between his chest and
his abdomen, a small scar across his
nose and he also had a “cauliflower”
left ear. Cauliflower ear is a condition
usually associated with boxers that can
occur when the external portion of the
ear suffers a blow, blood clot, or other
collection of fluid. If not properly
treated, in time the cartilage separates

Zoning – When it’s time to pay a bill,
yesterday’s crumbs!
Wearing my glasses enables me to iden- does it require searching four different places
tify problem areas that I couldn’t see before. for a pen, the bill, a stamp, and an envelope? Is
Similarly, we might overlook problem areas in it hard to determine if you have what you need
our homes and offices because we’re not look- for a painting project because your paint supplies are stored at raning at them through
dom
places
the proper lenses. Take
throughout
the
a look with me
Wearing my glasses enables me to
garage?
through the following
The zoning lens
lenses and see what identify problem areas that I couldn’t
you perhaps haven’t see before. Similarly, we might over- helps you see things
seen:
look problem areas in our homes and in groups, keeping
Accessibility –Is offices because we’re not looking at like things together so
the cereal within reach
them through the proper lenses. Take a that you can find what
you need, when you
of the kids so they can
get their own breakfast look with me through the following need it.
Releasing – Is
when needed? Are lenses and see what you perhaps
your gift wrap conyou digging through haven’t seen.
summer clothes to
tainer full of wrapping
find something to
you never choose to
wear in January? Do
use when wrapping a
you have a waffle iron, blender, or rice cooker gift? Is your closet jammed with three sizes of
that’s never used because it’s still in the box? clothes, some from a decade ago? Are your
Look at your home through the lens of ac- drawers full of single socks or plastic lids with
cessibility and take the steps needed to make no containers?
The releasing lens helps you see what is
things more accessible.

from the overlying perichondrium that
supplies its nutrients, causing it to die
and results in the formation of fibrous
tissue in the overlying skin. As a result,
the outer ear becomes permanently
swollen and deformed, resembling a
cauliflower.
The man was discovered at around
9 a.m. on the morning of Dec. 21, 2011.
His naked body had been dumped about
two rows into an olive orchard near the
southwest corner of the Avenue 7 and
Road 34 intersection.
Anyone with any information is
asked to call either the Madera County
Sheriff’s Department at 559-675-7770
or CRIME STOPPERS at 498-STOP.

inhibiting your current lifestyle and gives you
permission to let go of that which is not enhancing it.
Boundaries –Are there untouched books
jammed into and spilling off the bookshelf,
and even more stashed in boxes that are keeping the car out of the garage? Are there shoes
covering the “walk in” part of your closet making it difficult to reach your clothes?
The boundary lens enables you to control
your stuff so it doesn’t control you. Decide how
much space you want to assign to certain items
and then whittle down and maintain that amount.
When a frustration occurs in your physical space check it out through these four lenses
– accessibility, zoning, releasing, and boundaries. Chances are a little tweaking in one of
these areas will solve the problem.
YoucancontactBrendaMcElroytohavequestions answered at Organized by Choice (because
thingsdon’talwaysfallintoplace)atP.O.Box26152,
Fresno,CA93729,emailheratinfo@organizedbychoice.com, visit her website www.organizedbychoice.com or she can be reached by phone at
559-871-3314.
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Click on “Local News” at
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STOCK cont. from P. 11
get into all kinds of trouble. I wish
the group of people in Fresno the
best but be careful and understand
what you really want to do and what
some of the consequences of your actions could be. Remember to keep the
children as the reason for your actions. I am so grateful that Golden
Valley Unified School District had so
many wonderful people that guided
us through the complicated process
of separating from Madera Unified so
that we could have our own high
school, Liberty High School. Does
any of this make any sense to you?
When you are as old as I am you have
a lot of memories and sometimes
they connect together in a weird way.
Have a wonderful 2012 and keep
supporting our Golden Valley Unified Schools. Remember that our
children are our future.

GEN WHY cont. from P. 10
sor ’s time and resources trying to
teach someone uninterested in learning? And clearly they don’t give one
tiny little iota of care about all the
money they are wasting. Most importantly, they don’t seem to even
notice the biggest waste of all: their
opportunity.
My beef is not with the people
who occasionally drift off in class,
text a little, doodle, but overall listen, participate, do the work and
learn the material. My problem is
with the people who ignore the
teacher, fail and then proceed to
complain about it. Then I get to listen to endless diatribes against the
professors, and sob stories asking
why, oh why is this happening to
them.
Pssssst.
Over here.

I know the answer.
It’s because you aren’t paying
attention!
What really concerns me is how
did these people pass high school
with this mentality? I’m relatively
certain it didn’t just pop up after
graduation. Here is your diploma,
and we have attached your certificate to pick up your supply of laziness, procrastination and inattention
in the principal’s office on your way
out. Good luck in college with these
superb new tools at your disposal.
Could it be we have lowered the
bar in high school to such a degree
that one can sail through without so
much as opening a book? Have we
tied the poor teachers’ hands so
much so that the curriculum is easy
enough to pass without having
gained real study habits? Maybe it
is the summer between high school

and college, a chemical reaction
caused by heat and sun and weaning
senioritis that it breaks down the
brain cells and upon returning to the
classroom they have lost all desire
to learn and all ability to maintain
proper educational etiquette.
I think college is important, and
would love to see all citizens get an
education. I also think that not
going to college could be potentially damaging to your future, however, if you don’t want to be there,
and you are not going to try, then
you really aren’t going to get much
out of it. In the end, you are occupying a place that someone else lost
out on, that in and of itself should
make you appreciate your position,
and put some real effort into your
own self advancement, as opposed
to waste the time and money of
everyone around you.

Bill Me

Have friends or family
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are
you moving but you still
want to keep in touch with
what’s happening in the
Madera Ranchos?
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Classified
Alteration Services

559-259-7122 or 559-645-5523.

Madlin's Alterations - 40 years
e x p e r i e n c e - Ta i l o r i n g , r e p a i r s
and leathers. Fast service. NEW
ADDRESS & PHONE NUMB E R : 3 6 7 3 3 Av e . 1 2 . C a l l 5 5 9 645-4583.

For Sale - Portable Basketball
Backboard - Spalding polycarbonite backboard with all the
features. Bought this new one
year ago for $250, hurt my knee
and haven’t used it since. First
$150 takes it. Call (cell) 9058 3 11 .

Birthday Solicitation
H A P P Y B I RT H D AY ! J u s t t o r e m i n d y o u t h a t D i a n a Tu c k e r ' s
Birthday was December 19 and
she would have accepted lunch
dates and gifts in December if
someone at the Ranchos Independent hadn’t had their head
somewhere else and failed to
tell everyone in the December
classified ads. Please call her
and get her off of my back!!!
Yo u c a n c a l l t h e b e l a t e d b i r t h day girl at 381-5879. It will
m a k e h e r h a p p y, y o u h a p p y a n d
definitely ME happy!

For Sale - Fine Things Warehouse NEW STOCK DAILY - 75% off retail.
Christmas is coming - are you ready?
New hours. Open Monday, Tuesday and
Thursday from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. Saturday
and Sunday from 10 a.m to 6 p.m. 37341
Ave. 16 - Call 999-6832.

TRACTOR WORK Discing - Rototilling Mowing - Scraping - Stump Grinding - Rolloff Bins. Call John at 908-1066 or Neal at
645-1200 or 285-8211.

WindowCleaningServices
Most windows $5 inside/out. Screen, track and
sills included. Remove hard water stain on home
windows, shower doors and car windows. Cobweb removal available. Fully insured. Call Nick at
285-1723. Free estimates. SENIOR DISCOUNT!

The Ranchos
Independent
classified rates
are crazy cheap.

CALL 645-0634

Gutter Services
The Gutter Doctor specializing in
both continuous and standard rain
gutters. General Contractor - Repair
Maintenance. 29 years working in the
area. Call 559-822-2759.

Housecleaning
Floor/Upholstery Care
Pinnacle Carpet Care and Upholstery - FREE estimates.
FREE stain protection with any
purchase. Tile, aggregate, showe r s , P e b b l e Te c . G o l d e n Va l l e y
C h a m b e r M e m b e r, B B B , r e f e r ences. Call Bruce at 676-0760.

For Rent
Home for Rent - Beautifully remodeled and maintained on 1/3
acre, 3bd, 2 bth; $1,375 per mo.
Includes: yard service, water and
garbage. NON SMOKERS. Call:
Allred Property Management 559-824-5588.

Housecleaning Service - Have your
house spring cleaned all year long. Experience, responsible, honest. Fair prices.
Call 416-2585.

Painting Services
Painting Services - 40 years of experience. Licensed. Frank Kramer
Exteriors. Lic. #273099. Call 6454113.
Painting Services - Gerald Scheffing &
Son Painting. 40 years experience. Interior & Exterior. Licensed, insured and
bonded. Lic #313070. Call 674-2320.

SUDOKU

Recyclables Pick Up
For Sale
For Sale - Remington Horse
Statue, "Mountain Man" 9'x9'
Bronze
$3,000.
Remington
" C o m i n g T h r o u g h t h e Ry e "
3'x30" Bronze, $2,200. Crystal
Chandeliers. CALL FOR INFO
645-1770.
F o r S a l e - F i r e w o o d - D r y, s e a soned almond firewood for sale
b y t h e b i n . Wi l l D e l i v e r. C a l l

Free Recyclables Pickup -- KIDS 4
RECYCLING offers pickup of household paper, plastics, tin, glass, aluminum
and cardboard. Funds support Ranchos
Seniors, library, schools and 4H. Info
call Recycle Gal 999-6832 or 645-1048.

Tractor/Trenching Services
BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.

©2012 King Features Syndicates, Inc.
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Nancy Watson

Real Estate

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

645-5000

1/12

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 20
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs.
1/12

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®
Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:

www.davidparker.info
You can do it yourself or have the Got broken screens? Madera Glass Glass for picture frames is a spepros at Madera Glass & Mirror & Mirror has the expertise to make cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
take care of your window repairs. quick work of any screen repair.
a broken one or complete a project.

Madera Glass & Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980’s. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

Property Management we can rent your home:

www.parker-properties.info
A Ranchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top
1/12
dollar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109

Don't wait until the last minute. You can be pro-active!
Call me for information regarding Short Sales

Short Sale vs. Foreclosure
LIZ KUCHINSKI, CDPE, CRS, GRI, SFR
Realtor, Century 21 C. Watson
Century 21 C.Watson
7520 North Palm • Fresno

1/12

Direct: (559) 364-1000 • Fax: (559) 440-7608
liz@LizKuchinski.com • www.LizSellingHomes.com

Jerry Eddings, Realtors
Madera: 559-645-1890
FAX:
559-645-5417

www.maderahomes.com

1/12

Say you saw it in

www.The Ranchos.com

the Ranchos Independent

1/12

DRE #00329063

1/12

Direct Line: 559-435-3366
Fresno:
559-435-1890
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VELVET TOUCH

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory
Clark’s Performance
• GM, H1 & ASE Master Certified
• General Automotive Repairs
• Hot Rod Customizing & Lowering

Jeff Clark

Lic. #899496
• DRILLING • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK •
• efficient • reliable • cost-effective call Beau

559-301-1613

645-1578
Jo-De DRILLING

Interlocking Pavers

nothing outlasts pavers!
www.rlacyinterlockpavers.com

442-1999
Lic. #306511

LIC

.#

93

HARDPAN DRILLING

674-7770
• Team Program
• Kinder Gym

• Tumble Tots
• Adult Boot Camp
• Birthday Parties

• Concrete
• Rough Framing
• General Building
• Steel Buildings • Shop Buildings
• Room Additions • New Construction

All Stage Construction, Inc.

559-681-8947
LIC. #837274

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113
TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

CAR WASH
& DETAIL

645-6630

37075 AVE. 12 • MADERA RANCHOS

• Open Gym
• Field Trips
• Cheer

Producing the finest athletes in the world!

559-447-1609

www.verduzcoselitegym.com

E
SINC80
19

Interior & Exterior

LIC. #273099

Diana J. Tucker

381-5879 559-454-8060

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties

WHAT CAN YOU
GET FOR $25?
How about 12,000
Ranchos residents each
month who look at
Business Directory ads?

The Ranchos Independent
(559) 645-0634

Landscape &
Gardening
Service

FREE ESTIMATES
LIC. #B0008113

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification
Locally owned
and operated!

CERTIFIED ARBORIST
• Artful Pruning
• Removals
• Disease
Management

645-TREE

(8733)

Color Matching

Auto & Truck Parts
Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.
Retired FPD 26 yr.
Certifications:
A+/Network +
Ca. Lic.#79328
Microsoft Cerified Pro

(559) 645-0911
(559) 645-0916

+ A/C SERVICE

Ranchos
Auto Repair
& Chuck’s Transmission

645-4475

• Weekly Service
• Equipment
• Supplies
• Residential
• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial
• Locally Owned
251-2514 351-1605 645-4799
cell after 5 p.m.
office

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Accoustical Removal

B&M

• Sales & Service
• In-Home Service
Sé Habla Español

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

(559) 917-4507

Residential & Commercial
38 years experience
Lic. # 599235

Specializing in
Repaints

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

B.M.T.
Computer Repair

Notary in the HIGH QUALITY ROGER PRATER
GATE SYSTEMS
CONCRETE
Ranchos!
FRANK KRAMER

Daytime • Evening • Weekends

& TRACTOR SERVICE

35

FREE ESTIMATES!

sin
1970ce

Mobile Notary and
Loan Document Signing

24

Need
Construction?

PAINTING CONTRACTOR
TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS
ROOFING

CRONIN MARINE
General
Machining
• Cylinder Boring
• Cylinder Honing
• Cylinder Re-sleeve
• Valve Re-facing
Surfacing
• Motorcycles •
ATVs • Jet Skis
• Boats • Cars

• Aluminum
Screen
• Fiberglass
Screen
• Pet
Grilles
• Specialty
Screening

repair

ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR
INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY
Since
1964

645-1977
Click on “Local News” at
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Business Directory
Professional Pet Care
When You Can’t Be There

Pets, Plants, Plus+
call
Sandra Oliver
559-240-3556
or
Jackie Jones
559-232-1352

Specializing in Livestock
• 5-Star Rated Company • Supplies • Tile Clean
• Flat Rate Pricing • Green Cleans • Service
• Repairs • Portable

MON-FRI: 9AM-6PM SAT: 9AM-3PM SUN: CLOSE

Located in Madera Ranchos in Maywood Center
37167 AVE. 12 #5D (559) 645-1969
WWW.WIGHTWATERPOOLS.COM

JEAN BRINER
Today!
for MORE sales tomorrow, call

The Ranchos Independent
(559) 645-0634
LOCALLY

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Guess what, Lamb? You're about to experience a new perspective
on a situation you long regarded quite differently. What you learn could open more opportunities
later.

Accredited • Insured • Bonded

MZC
• Industrial
• General
• Farm
• Mig
• Tig
• Stick
• Certified
• Portable

Welding & Fabrication

call JERRY CLARK • 706-3865

OWNED!

Laura’
s
sed

we are a full-service handyman, maintenance and remodeling company

we REPAIR, REPLACE and
INSTALL anything around
your home or business

559-840-0519

U Books
& Coffee

645-0358
36919 Ave. 12

Closed Sun - Mon

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) The Bold Bovine is tempted to charge into a new venture. But
it might be best to take things one step at a time, so that you know just where you are at any given
point.
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) It's a good time to go on that fun getaway you've been planning.
You'll return refreshed, ready and, yes, even eager to tackle the new challenge that awaits you.
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) The Moon Child loves to fantasize about magical happenings in
the early part of the week. But the sensible Crab gets down to serious business by week's end.
LEO (July 23 to August 22) What goes around comes around for those lucky Leos and Leonas
whose acts of generosity could be repaid with opportunities to expand into new and exciting areas
of interest.
V I R G O ( A u g u s t 2 3 t o S e p t e m b e r 2 2 ) Your concern about your job responsibilities is
commendable. But you need to take some quiet time to share with someone who has really missed
being with you.
L I B R A ( S e p t e m b e r 2 3 t o O c t o b e r 2 2 ) Aspects favor getting out and meeting new people.
And as a bonus, you might find that some of your newly made friends could offer important
business contacts.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) You might take pride in wanting to do everything
yourself. But now's a good time to ask family members to help with a demanding personal situation.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Pay more attention to the possibilities in
that workplace change. It could show the way to make that long-sought turn on your career path.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Your need to succeed might overwhelm
obligations to your loved ones. Ease up on that workload and into some well-deserved time with
family and friends.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Love rules for amorous Aquarians who can make
good use of their ability to communicate feelings. Don't be surprised if they're reciprocated in kind.
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Fishing for compliments? No doubt, you probably
earned them. But it's best to let others believe they were the ones who uncovered the treasure you
really are.

Born this Week

Your good works flow from an open, generous heart.

Nothing makes you happier than to see others happy as well.
(c) 2012 King Features Synd., Inc.

www.The Ranchos.com
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TRIVIA TEST

By Fifi Rodriguez

1. ENTERTAINERS: Which actor’s birth
name was Ramon Estevez?
2. MUSIC: What was the name of Smokey
Robinson’s group?
3. INVENTIONS: Who is credited with inventing bifocal lenses?
4. PSYCHOLOGY: What irrational fear is
manifested in peniaphobia?
5. LITERATURE: In which of Shakespeare's
plays does the character Shylock appear?
6. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: During
which war did Harry Truman fire Gen. Douglas MacArthur?
7. HISTORY: When did Australia become a
commonwealth nation, largely gaining independence from Britain?
8. ANATOMY: About how long are the intestines in an adult male?
9. FAMOUS QUOTES: What American
psychologist/philosopher once once said:
“Act as if what you do makes a difference. It
does.”?
10. MEASUREMENTS: Which month is
named for the Roman festival of ritual purification?

Answers
1. Martin Sheen
2. The Miracles
3. Ben Franklin
4. A fear of poverty
5. “The Merchant of Venice”
6. Korean
7. 1901
8. About 28 feet
9. William James
10. February (Februa)
(c) 2012 King Features Synd., Inc.

Click on “Local News” at

by Dave T. Phipps

www.The Ranchos.com

Super Crossword
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The next Grant Writing Class 101 (Introduction to Grant Writing)
will begin on Tuesday, February 21. This course consists of
five classes and will run from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Tuesdays.
This class will be free to all SEMCU members ($10 Lifetime
Membership fee to join SEMCU), members of non-profit
organizations and public agencies. A $25 fee will be charged
to all other non-members. Please contact SEMCU to register.

SEMCU

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

1/12

Monday, March 5 at 6:30 p.m.
Ranchos Pizza Factory

Everyone is welcome!

