
The PRSRT STD
ECR
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
MADERA, CA.
PERMIT NO. 61

Volume 7 Issue 1 2011 The Official Publication of Southeastern Madera County 50¢

Ranchos
Independent

In This Issue Editorial • Page 5 / Aunt Jean’s Ranchos Recipes • Page 8
Classifieds • Page 22 / Fun Pages • Pages 26 & 27

Extreme weather
in the Ranchos

takes its toll
on local roadsPhoto Courtesy of Don Foster



Page 2

Watery “Sinking Feeling” Overwhelms Key Ranchos Road

By Christi McKinney

The end of 2010 was a wet and wild
one in the Madera Ranchos. The last rain
storm of the year dumped over an inch of
rain on the Ranchos overnight in a heavy
storm that lasted all night on Tuesday,
Dec. 28. The much needed rain caused
more than a dozen flood-related road clo-
sures in Madera County alone, but none
more dramatic than what initially ap-
peared to be a sinkhole in the middle of
Road 36 nearAvenue 11. What began as a
pothole on Wednesday, Dec. 29 quickly
grew to encompass most of both lanes of
Road 36.

A Dangerous Angle
What made the hole especially dan-

gerous was that when approaching it from
either direction on Road 36, the angle made
it difficult to determine the size, the depth
or the danger that the hole presented until it
was too late. At least three drivers found
this out the hard way and drove right into

the hole, damaging their vehicles before
county road crews could arrive to setup
barricades.

A big rig was the first casualty. The
unidentified truck driver felt that the
weight of his truck made the hole much
bigger than it had been just before two
other vehicles drove into it. The second
casualty was a woman who was returning
from the grocery store in a truck she’d
borrowed from her brother. Luckily she
wasn’t hurt but she reported being shaken
up and having groceries flying all over the
place. The borrowed truck didn’t fare so
well. It ended up with two flat tires. The
third vehicle approached from the oppo-
site direction and also ended up with a flat
tire.

The big rig truck driver quickly
blocked off the road to traffic until county
road crews arrived and when they did ar-
rive work crews were forced to shut down
Road 36 between Avenues 9 and 12. The
closure caused traffic headaches for Ran-
chos residents who use Road 36 to connect

with Children’s Boulevard, Freeway 41 or
Freeway 99 on what the county has identi-
fied as one of the highest traveled roads in
the county.

Not a Sinkhole
Brad Phillips, Deputy Road Commis-

sioner, was quick to correct earlier news re-
ports and assumptions that this was a
sinkhole. “This was not a sinkhole, but in-
stead it was a failure of an east to west
pipeline under Road 36 that was installed
when the culvert was originally built,” he
said. Phillips estimated that the old riveted,
rusty pipeline was approximately 80 years
old. “When it was hit with the force of that
much water at once the old rusted out
pipeline simply failed, causing the road to
fall into the water when the culvert was
washed out.”

County crews were also forced to
close two other sections of Road 36 that
were unrelated to the failed pipeline. Road
36 at JohnAlbert Drive was closed because
floodwaters made it impossible for some

residents to leave their homes. Road 36,
from JohnAlbert toAvenue 14, was closed
because power poles were leaning in the
roadway.

State of Emergency
Sheriff JohnAnderson declared a state

of emergency for Madera County last week
and the Board of Supervisors ratified it last
Tuesday. This will make Madera County
eligible for funding through California
Emergency Management Agency
(CalEMA) funds to reimburse the county
for repairs related to the current flooding
problems. It’s estimated that all costs re-
lated to the closure and repair on the
pipeline under Road 36 will run approxi-
mately $70,000.

Although initially county crews esti-
mated it might take several months to re-
open Road 36, Phillips reported that Road
36 has been completely repaired and was
officially reopened onMonday, Jan. 10.All
roads that had been closed for storm related
repairs are now open.

Before - Although not officially a sinkhole, it sure looks like one to an unidentified Ranchos
resident. The result of an overwhelmed, 80-year-old pipeline, this stretch of Road 36 was shut
down on Dec. 29 after taking a big rig and two other vehicles out first.

After - Completely repaired by Madera County and open for business in less than two weeks,
you’d never know there was a hole large enough to swallow a big rig on this stretch of Road 36
between Avenue 9 and Avenue 12.

Forget Earthquakes, “Megastorm” Possibly California’s Next “Big One”
Released by the United States Geologic Survey

For emergency planning purposes, scientists unveiled a hypothetical California scenario
that describes a storm that could produce up to 10 feet of rain, cause extensive flooding (in
many cases overwhelming the state’s flood-protection system) and result in more than $300
billion in damage.

The “ARkStorm Scenario,” prepared by the U.S. Geological Survey and released at the
ARkStorm Summit in Sacramento on Jan. 13 – 14, combines prehistoric geologic flood his-
tory in California with modern flood mapping and climate-change projections to produce a
hypothetical, but plausible, scenario aimed at preparing the emergency response community
for this type of hazard.

The USGS, the Federal EmergencyManagementAgency and the California Emergency
ManagementAgency convened the two-day summit to engage stakeholders from across Cal-
ifornia to take action as a result of the scenario's findings, which were developed over the last
two years by more than 100 scientists and experts.

“TheARkStorm scenario is a complete picture of what that stormwould do to the social

and economic systems of California,” said Lucy Jones, chief scientist of the USGSMulti-Haz-
ards Demonstration Project and architect of ARkStorm. “We think this event happens once
every 100 or 200 years or so, which puts it in the same category as our big SanAndreas earth-
quakes. TheARkStorm is essentially two historic storms (January 1969 and February 1986)
put back to back in a scientifically plausible way. The model is not an extremely extreme
event.”

Jones noted that the largest damages would come from flooding— the models estimate
that almost one-fourth of the houses in California would experience some flood damage from
this storm.

“The time to begin taking action is now, before a devastating natural hazard event oc-
curs,” said USGS Director, Marcia McNutt. “This scenario demonstrates firsthand how sci-
ence can be the foundation to help build safer communities. The ARkStorm scenario is a
scientifically vetted tool that emergency responders, elected officials and the general public
can use to plan for a major catastrophic event to help prevent a hazard from becoming a dis-

Please see STORM on P. 18
Click on “Local News” at
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Nearly
5 million
U.S. homes
already rely
on clean, safe
propane ...

Propane is an approved,
clean fuel listed in the
1990 Clean Air Act and
the Energy Policy Act
of 1992.

Propane is one of the cleanest burning of
all fossil fuels, is nontoxic and is not
harmful to soil or water.

What are YOU waiting for?

WIN FREE PROPANE!

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________
AVAILABLE BETWEEN JULY 1 - AUG. 31, 2011 • MUST BE A VALLEY PROPANE CUSTOMER

WIN250GALLONSOFPROPANE

MAIL TO: Val ley Propane • PO Box 125 • Mendota, CA 93640

PROUDLY
SERVING

THE
MADERA
RANCHOS

SERVINGALL THERANCHOS’PROPANENEEDS

Propane fulfills energy
needs by burning
cleanly and efficiently,
giving you more
value for your
energy dollar.

••     FFRREEEE  LLEEAAKK  TTEESSTT  ••     FFRREEEE  TTAANNKK  RREENNTTAALL  FFIIRRSSTT  YYEEAARR    ••
Service you can trust at prices you can afford! We are locally owned.

Propane is used for furnaces, water
heaters, air conditioners, outdoor
grills, fireplaces and appliances.

1/
11
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By Ellen Mester

Aswe look forward to the hope of a better new year, it is also good to reflect on the year
that just passed, 2010. The proverbial tightening of the belt forMadera County and therefore
the libraries beganwith two furlough days permonth usually falling on a Friday. Then at the
end of February, eight staffmemberswere encouraged to retire as a cost-savingmeasure. This
left the five libraries understaffed which in turn forced the reduction of hours to nearly half
of what they once were. Did that help with the County budget? Absolutely. And are the li-
braries still open and serving the people ofMadera County?Absolutely.Are people unhappy
about the reduced hours?Absolutely. But until the budget improves we are making the best
of the current situation. Our main objective is to keep the library open even if for a limited
number of hours and staff. It is an important aspect of a democratic society to have infor-
mation available and free for everyone. The library is a public place, apolitical, not behold-
ing to corporate profits, but solely under the jurisdiction of the California State Library, the
San Joaquin Valley Library System, to which we belong, and to the County Board of Su-
pervisors. So please be patient and thoughtful with your words. It is not our intent for you to
incur late fees or feel frustrated because we never are open when youwant us to be. Barbara
and I as staff, and all our wonderful volunteers who help keep the library running, will do
our best to serve you at the Ranchos Library. That is my resolution to the community for the
NewYear.And let’s hope and pray that the situation improves.

What’s Happening at the Library
Our children’s programs will continue in the NewYear as planned:

Preschool Story Time: every Thursday at 11 a.m. with Diane Maxfield
After School Programs: everyWednesday at 2 p.m.
Summer Reading Program:mid-June through the end of July

Other Important Meeting Times
Friends of the Ranchos Library: the first Thursday of every month at 6 p.m.
Ranchos Library Knitting group: every Monday at 5 p.m.
CitizensAdvisory Committee: the last Wednesday of every month at 6 p.m.

Book Recommendations
Juvenile fiction: The Quest Begins (Seekers, Book 1) by Erin Hunter. This thoughtful

and touching story brings together three young bears on similar quests to find a safe place to
live that provides enough sustainable food. What makes this
book so compelling is that each bear is a different species. Lusa,
a black bear who has been raised in a zoo, has only heard sto-
ries about life in the wild.When the opportunity for her to es-
cape presents itself, she heads into the forest not only seeking
adventure but to fulfill a promise to amother grizzly bear that
she would find her son. Kallik, a polar bear, struggles to sur-
vive after witnessing her mother attacked by killer whales as
they swam from ice patches trying to get to dry land. Her
brother was left floating on a chunk of ice. His fate is un-
known to her. Toklo, a grizzly cub, tries to be independent
after his sickly brother dies, and
his grief-strickenmother aban-
dons him. Although the like-
lihood of different species

coming together is slim, the tale has plenty of nat-
ural bear behavior and touches on the impact of humans on
their habitat.

Adult non-fiction: The End of Overeating: Taking con-
trol of the Insatiable American Appetite by David A.
Kessler, M.D. Just in time for those NewYear’s resolutions
to lose weight, or to change your diet to a healthier one,
this book explains the why and how we overindulge. Dr.
Kessler does a great job showing how physically and
mentally we have become unable to stop overeating.
Even those who are relatively thin or normal weight

struggle from the same food temptations as the overweight group. The key ingredients are
sugar, fat and salt. And the commercial food industry is counting on our weaknesses by
loading up on those three ingredients. I’m not talking conspiracy theory here, just busi-
ness advantage. After Dr. Kessler walks the reader through the why and how of it all, he
then offers sound ways to break the food bondage in what he calls “Food Rehab.” It’s a
very interesting take on a serious problem that Americans are facing. When we overeat,
every other aspect of our life is affected. We are not only hurting ourselves but our soci-
ety as well. At any rate, this book is certainly food for thought.

Check out these books and more at your library and don’t forget your library card –
don’t leave home without it.

The Bookshelf

Hope for the New Year, Goodbye 2010 from the Ranchos Library

It’s Official! Coffee Drinking is Good for Your Health!
Drinking coffee in moderate amounts during middle age may reduce the risk of dementia and

Alzheimer's disease in the elderly according to a study done in Finland and Sweden.
Those who drank three to five cups of coffee per day in midlife were much less

likely to have developed dementia or Alzheimer's disease in follow-up checks
two decades or more later, the researchers said in an issue
of the Journal of Alzheimer's Disease.

Here’s to your good health!

1/
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37164 Avenue 12 #102, Madera Ranchos • 645-1225

offer good Feb. 1 through Feb. 14 only
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By Randy Bailey

Are you a fan of the comic strip
Peanuts? Even though its creator, Charles
Schulz, has been gone for several years and,
yes, toward the end itwasn’t nearly as good as
it was in its heyday, I think we all had a spe-
cial place in our hearts for the exploits of
Lucy, Linus and, of course, Charlie Brown.

One recurring theme that Schulz used
over the years was the interplay between
Charlie Brown andLucywhen it came to her
holding the football for him to kick. She
would always hold it, promiseCharlieBrown
that she had no intentions ofmoving it, Char-
lie Brown would throw caution to the wind
and would determine that THIS time Lucy
would hold it and he would kick a 50-yard
field goal. He would then back up about 20
yards to really build up a huge head of steam,
run at the ball as fast as he could and at the
last possible moment kick with all of his
might.

And then, every time, Lucy would jerk
the ball out of the way, sending Charlie
Brown into a humiliating sprawling heap on
his back in the middle of the yard.

One definition of insanity is doing the
same thing over and over and expecting a dif-
ferent outcome each time. Charlie Brown’s
faith in Lucy was indeed insane, yet he gave
her the benefit of the doubt each time and ran
at that football full speed -- only to end uphu-
miliated on his back gasping for air wonder-
ing what happened.

Back a couple of years ago local

landowners received word that PG&E was
considering running a 500kVline through the
Ranchos parallel to the existing 230kV lines.
Therewere communitymeetings, there were
objections, therewere presentations for alter-
nate routes, therewere promises fromPG&E
that all of this was in the very early planning
stages and all alternatives would be consid-
ered,with public input, before any final deci-
sions were made. All very transparent, very
above board, very fair and reasonable. PG&E
put on its little Lucy wig and dress and held
that football ever so tightly and throughout
the entire process assured us, the sappyChar-
lie Brown Ranchos, that we would have
every opportunity to knock that football down
the field andover the goalposts, in the process
preventing our little community from look-
ing like Irwindale orLongBeachor anyother
heavily industrialized areas of California
where the horizon is a maze of power lines,
replete with the incessant buzzing and dan-
gerous high-voltage lines.

And then she yanked the ball away.
A few weeks ago I had a concerned cit-

izen come into my office and asked me if I
knew what was going on with the little sub-
station onAvenue 12 right before you get to
Highway 41. I said no, but I had noticed the
construction going on and how heavy duty
the new equipment looked. He said, “They
must be getting ready for the 500kV lines.”

I assured him that I had heard nothing
about that and, anyway, Lucy was still hold-
ing that ball ever so tightly for us to kick.

Last week I had a veteran PG&E em-

ScrewedAgain

“Those who ask
us to trade

our freedom
for the soup

kitchen of
the welfare

state are
architects

of a policy of
accommodation.”

Editorial

ployee come intomyoffice for somechit chat.
We were talking about other things but in the
course of the conversation the 500kV lines
came up.

“Where’s PG&E on the different routes
for the 500kV lines?” I asked.

He looked confused.
“That’s a done deal. They’re coming

through the Ranchos. PG&E has owned the
land since afterWWII. Itwas alwaysgoing to
be through here,” he said.

And with that I felt my leg go up in the
air and my back slam into the cold, hard
Madera Ranchos ground. I laid there and
looked up at the gray, overcast January sky
gasping for air and wondered how this could
happen. Lucy was holding the ball and had
given us all the assuranceswewanted to hear.
What happened?

Oh yeah ... we trusted her.



Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“WeAre Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & SantaAna

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIETWORLD MEDICALGROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!
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www.bedrockeng.com
559.645.4849

our Madera Ranchos office!
For a free consultation, call

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
• Divide your property with a parcel map
Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT

The Milgard Makeover

Clearly a beautiful offer

SAVE ENERGY!
BEAUTIFYYOUR HOME! REDUCE STREET NOISE!

Nothing increases energy efficiency while reducing out-
side noise like award-winning Milgard replacement windows.
Locally made and serviced, Milgard offers an industry leading
lifetime guarantee. If your home is ready for a makeover, call
Madera Glass & Mirror, your certified Milgard dealer today.

CONTACT US TODAY FORAFREE ESTIMATE

559-673-3583
Madera Glass & Mirror Co. • 1825 Howard Rd., Madera

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

O.A.C.
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The other day, I spent the better part
of my lunch hour eavesdropping on a
conversation at an adjacent table in the
break room of my office building. One of
the women at the table was giving a step
by step recount of her most recent visit to
the welfare office while she was attempt-
ing to acquire government assistance.
Normally, I keep my earphones on and
my nose in my school books, but occa-
sionally a conversation catches my atten-
tion and I break the cardinal rule of
etiquette: keep your big fat nose out of
other people’s business.

The part of the conversation that
caught my attention was when she
laughed with her co-workers about
telling a social worker that she didn’t
know who the father of her child was. I
was shocked that she viewed that as a
laughing matter. I would have personally
been mortified to admit that my bed had
seen so many visitors that I couldn’t nar-
row down the other
half of my child’s
DNA, then to
laugh about it as if
it was akin to not
knowing the manu-
facturer of her cell
phone just blew
my mind. And, as
if I wasn’t appalled
enough, she then
proceeds to tell her
audience that she
really did know the
identity of the father, but had made a deal
with him not to report him to the state.
Evidently he had already fathered two
other children, and he just couldn’t afford
any more child support for the third.
Good thing the tax payers have so much
extra cash lying around then. This
woman opted to defraud the government
instead of telling him that if his finances
were too tight to support additional chil-
dren, then he should stop having them. I
suppose it is too late now, maybe the
mother of his fourth child will stand up
to him.

Where’s the Shame?
This is a throwback to an earlier

point. I would wager that had this girl’s
audience looked at her with revulsion and
disgust, rather than laughed as if she was
telling them a funny little anecdote, or
maybe if the social worker had made her
feel humiliated, she would have been less
likely to commit welfare fraud. Could be,
given the choice between doing the right
thing and losing your friends and become

Welfare Fraud, Just for Laughs

a social leper, more people would be in-
clined to make good choices. Certainly
the mere idea of defrauding the govern-
ment isn’t deterrent enough; heck, that’s
just a Tuesday special.

I was relaying this story to my father
and he, in turn, told me he happens to
have come across a co-worker with a
daughter actively engaging in welfare
fraud. Evidently, at about 17 years old
she decided she wanted to have a child,
thank you MTV, so she found a

boyfriend, got
pregnant and im-
mediately went to
the local welfare
office and jumped
on government as-
sistance, food
stamps and Section
8 housing. None of
which falls into the
fraud category;
what does, though,
is that she moved
her boyfriend into

the government housing she acquired and
since they are not married, she doesn’t
feel obligated to report his income. Does
anyone else see this as stealing? Evi-
dently my roommate has a friend who is
living this very same lie. In both cases,
neither female is working because with
the dual income, the boyfriend’s and the
tax payer’s contribution, they don’t need
to.

Paying for Lies
Now, not only are people deliber-

ately having children they knowingly
can’t afford, but I, and the millions of
other tax payers, are supposed to feed and
clothe their children while they sit at
home and lie to the government. Welfare
and social programs were designed to
help get people back on their feet, not to
provide a single mother with enough fi-
nancial comfort to have more children on
someone else’s dime. Government assis-
tance is there to help for the short-term; it

This is a throwback to an earlier
point.Iwouldwagerthathadthisgirl’sau-
diencelookedatherwithrevulsionanddis-
gust, rather than laughed as if she was
telling them a funny little anecdote, or
maybe if the social worker hadmade her
feel humiliated, she would have been less
likely tocommitwelfare fraud.
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Smith Manor Grace Chapel is offering a Direct Cre-
mationPackage for $$11,,779999..8811.. Our Direct Cremation Serv-
ice Package is designed specially for families who have chosen to

have a simple cremation. This package includes a
durable plastic urn, a cardboard cremation
container, removal from place of death to mortuary
within 50 miles, basic services of director and staff,
refrigeration, 1-hour private family viewing, one
death certificate, disposition permit and sales tax.

or call 375-6396 for a direct line to Heather
Lic. #0G40878

We also have many funeral plans
to choose from. To discuss payment options
on this plan or any of our other funeral plans
please contact Pre-Arrangement Specialist

Heather Thomas at

$1,799.81

Super Bowl Special
1 topping XL Pizza and 1 order of wings 
only $19.99

645-7011
Ranchos

Pizza
Factory

37184
Ave. 12

Ask for The Super Bowl Special!
Special now through the Super Bowl

call
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By Audrey Stock

Hi neighbors,
As we say goodbye to 2010 and

hello to 2011, how are you feeling? Do
you know that if you change your atti-
tude you can also change your world a
little bit at a time and make 2011 your
best year yet? This is something I
learned a long time ago. If you have a
positive attitude to start your day, you
will have a much better day.

2010 was the year of mean politics;
the conservatives and liberals seem to
still be at each other’s throats. I wish I
knew what it would take to make politi-
cians be civil to each other. When was
having a different option a bad thing? I
grew up when the slogan “a chicken in
every pot” was the dream of most peo-
ple. Now a “cell phone in every hand”
seems to be the
dream. I have lived
through many dif-
ferent Presidents.
Modern technol-
ogy has changed
how the world
does business. A
computer in almost
every home has
opened up a world
of information for
children. It is not
just a piece of of-
fice machinery, as
it started out to be.
I come from a time
of one phone
hooked on the wall
and that was only in a few homes be-
cause not every family could afford a
monthly phone bill. If you had a phone
the neighbors would come to your house
to make an important call or some time
to receive and important message. Now
5-year-old children have their own cell
phones to call their parents. How times
have changed.

When Golden Valley Unified be-
came a school district and received
Webster Elementary from Madera Uni-
fied the only computers were still in
boxes and had never been hooked up.
Most of the teachers would not have
been able to work them any way. Since
that time just 10 years ago, Golden Val-
ley Unified has grown to two elemen-
tary schools, a middle school, a high
school and an Educational Options
school with working computers in all of
them. The teachers have all learned how

to use their computers and to use them
for record keeping in their classroom.
Keeping up with technology will always
be one of Golden Valley Unified’s
biggest challenges.

Do you know that today’s Ameri-
cans have a cheap GPS navigation sys-
tem for their car that is superior to what
jet pilots used in their new airplanes 30
years ago? Flying used to be an aristo-
cratic privilege beyond the reach of
most of the middle class. Today most
middle class Americans can fly to Eu-
rope and take luxury cruises which very
few Americans could do in the 1900’s.
Last year the senior class of students at
Liberty High had their Senior Prom on a
cruise ship in the San Francisco Bay.
Such a thing was unheard of just a few
short years ago. High School students
never went off campus for a prom. A

prom was always
held in the gym.
High School stu-
dents of today have
different expecta-
tions than even
those students of 10
years ago. More
students are being
motivated to go to
college than ever
before even though
the cost of a college
education continues
to go up. Inventors
are still coming up
with new inven-
tions that the kids
all seem to know

how to work and adults struggle to
learn.

This year at Liberty High School I
was pleased to see our bond money at
work. The new football field, track field
and stadium were completed along with
the snack bar, ticket window and real
restrooms. The bleachers were the last
thing to be added for that project. Next
was the new Science building with all of
the newest science equipment for Lib-
erty’s Science Department. As I have
said before, “As soon as we build a
state-of-the-art swimming pool Liberty
High will be complete.” Our bond
money has been well spent so far on
what the community wanted when we
voted for the first bond to build Liberty
High.

When Webster Elementary and

Bye 2010, Hello Ranchos Future
The Stock Report

This year at Liberty High
School I was pleased to see our
bond money at work. The new
football field, track field and sta-
dium were completed along with
the snack bar, ticket window and
real restrooms ... our bond
money has been well spent so far
on what the community wanted
when we voted for the first bond
to build Liberty High.

Please see STOCK on P. 20
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Thanks to Randy, Chr i s t o -
phe r, Ca ro lyn , Keegan and
Rachae l , I am up and runn ing
aga in . F i r s t i t was the compute r
t ower and then the mon i to r and
then the pr in ter tha t d idn’t work .
I d idn’t rea l i ze how three d i ffe r-
en t p i ece s o f equ ipmen t tha t
work so independent ly, can be so
dependen t on each o the r. Some-
what l ike we humans , huh?
Wel l , he r e we a re in to an -

o the r new year. Hope you had a
good f i r s t o f January to s ta r t the
year off r igh t . I was look ing on
the ca l enda r to
see wha t ho l i -
days were com-
ing up and
d i s cove red (a l -
though i t i s no t
an off ic ia l ho l i -
day, i t i s ce l e -
bra ted l ike one)
Supe r Bowl
XLV (45 ) wi l l
be on Feb . 6 . Who wi l l be in i t
t h i s yea r ? Nobody knows fo r
su re un t i l t he p l ay -o ff s a r e f i n -
i shed . Then there a re those peo-
p l e who cou ld ca r e l e s s wh ich
t eams a re in i t , i t ’s j u s t a good
excuse fo r a pa r ty. I u sed to
work fo r a young man tha t d id
no t l ike foo tba l l a t a l l – in fac t ,
on Super Bowl Sunday he would
go ou t s i de and wash the i r ca r s
whi l e h i s wi fe and k ids were in
the house wa tch ing the game .
I ’m tha t way abou t baseba l l – I
ge t more exc i ted watch ing pa in t
d ry then wa tch ing a baseba l l
game . Oh boy, w i l l I ge t com-
ments about tha t s ta tement !
There are a lo t of “s ta t i s t i cs”

t i ed to the Supe r Bowl tha t can
be t rue or no t . One be ing sewers
have had a p rob l em keep ing up
wi th so many to i l e t s be ing
f lushed dur ing ha l f t ime , bu t ac -
co rd ing to Snopes . com tha t i s
no t t r ue . Then the r e i s t he f ac t
t ha t t he r e a r e more P i zza s so ld

on Super Bowl Sunday than any
other day in the year.

A Commerc ia l Fan
I a lways l i ke the commer-

c i a l s du r ing the game . I r ead
tha t Peps i was coming back th i s
year a f te r no t be ing in las t year.
And the Anheuser Busch Clydes -
da le horses – I don’t d r ink beer,
bu t I love to watch those horses .
I watched a video on the in te rne t
o f Hank no t be ing inc luded in
las t year ’s h i t ch . The Dalmat ian
masco t t ook Hank ou t and
t ra ined him al l year so tha t Hank
wou ld be inc luded in th i s yea r.
I t i s a cu t e v ideo . And th i s
yea r ’s ha l f t ime en t e r t a i nmen t
wi l l be B lack Eyed Peas . No t
be ing fami l i a r wi th th i s group , I
resea rched them on the in te rne t .
They are l i s t ed as Hip Hop/Con-
t empora ry R /B . Th i s shou ld be
some show!
Super Bowl Sunday is a good

excuse to “ lega l ly” br ing out the
munch i e s . Bu t
don’t jus t open
a bag o f ch ip s
and say, “ th i s
i s i t . ” Depend-
ing on how
many wi l l be
in you r chee r-
ing group , you
cou ld have a
“po t luck” and

have each one b r ing some th ing
d i f f e r en t t o ea t . A s imp le sug -
ges t i on ( i f you ’ r e a t a lo s s a t
wha t to br ing) i s open a package
of c ream cheese tha t i s a t room
tempe ra tu r e and pou r a j a r o f
sa l sa over i t and serve wi th to r-
t i l l a ch ip s . Or, i f you l i ke
sea food ins tead of sa l sa , pour a
j a r o f e i t he r sh r imp or c r ab
cockta i l on the cream cheese and
se rve wi th p i t a ch ip s . Or how
abou t a t r ay o f s l i c ed cucum-
bers , zucch in i , ca r ro t s , b rocco l i ,
c au l i f l ower and o l i ve s wi th a
bowl of ranch dress ing?
One o f my favo r i t e d ip s i s

t he o ld s t andby sou r c r eam and
on ion soup mix . Ju s t s t i r i n a
package o f L ip ton On ion Soup
mix in to a pin t of sour cream but
be su re to l e t i t s i t a coup l e o f
hou r s be fo r e se rv ing so you
won’ t be b i t i ng down on dry
on ions . The o the r d ip I l i ke i s

by Jean Briner

Please see RECIPE on P. 9

Super Bowl?
Super Food!

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent
Click on “Local News” at

Supe r Bow l Sunday i s a
good e x cu s e t o “ l e ga l l y”
br ing ou t the munch ie s . Bu t
don ’t j u s t o p en a bag o f
ch ip s and say, “ t h i s i s i t . ”

Saving energy
by keeping
your home at a
steady, accurate
temperature
makes their home
a better place.
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Landscaping & Remodeling • Ponds • Concrete Work • Lighting • Fencing (all types) • Dog Kennels
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Specializing In:
• Foreign & Domestic
Car Repairs
• Custom Paint
• Color Matching
• Insurance Work

• Frame Straightening
• Unibody Frame
Repairs
• Chroma Vision
Color Matching

674-8591

GOLD GLASS
Precision Collision Repair

Fine Quality Craftmanship

Insurance Claims Welcomed FREE ESTIMATES

1/
11

CA #142100

SAND & GRAVEL •
CRUSHED ROCK •

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •
HUMUS •
BARK •
CHIPS •

RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •

COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •
CONSTRUCTION

CLEANUP •559-645-5363
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

1/
11

ToAdvertise
645-0634

the Seven Layer Dip – tha t i s the
name of i t , but there aren’t a lways
seven i t ems l aye red . When our
f ami ly ge t s t oge the r and I t ake
th i s d ip , I u sua l l y make i t on a
la rge je l ly ro l l pan .

Seven Layer Dip
Refr ied Beans
Sour Cream
Guacamole
Diced Chi les (d ra ined)
Shredded Let tuce
Diced Tomatoes
Green Onions – chopped
Sl iced Ol ives
Gra ted Cheese
I d idn ’ t pu t any amoun t s be -

cause i t a l l depends on the s ize of
the p la t t e r you wi l l be us ing . For
the pan I use , I use two la rge cans
of beans , a p in t o f sour c ream and
a conta iner of prepared guacamole
(be t t e r i f you make i t f r e sh ) .
A l so , i f you wan t to se rve th i s a
l i t t l e fanc ie r, c rumble and brown
a pound of hamburger, d ra in wel l
and put on top of the beans before
the sour c ream. I ’ve a l so pu t a ja r
o f sa l sa on be fo re pu t t i ng on the
le t tuce . Serve wi th to r t i l l a ch ips .

I f ound a rec ipe f rom a g i r l
t ha t worked in ou r o ff i c e fo r
Brand ied Chicken Wings

Brandied Chicken Wings
3 Pounds Chicken Wings (wi th

t ips removed)
Sauce
¼ C Brown Sugar (packed)
¼ C Cooking sher ry
¾ C Soy Sauce
2 t Ground Ginger
1 o r 2 Cloves o f Gar l i c ,

chopped
Combine sauce ing red i en t s .

P l ace ch i cken wings in bak ing
d ish . Pour mar inade over ch icken
wings , l e t soak ove rn igh t . Bake
on greased cookie shee t a t 450 for
10 minu te s on each s ide . Reduce

hea t to 350 and bake about15 min-
u tes longer un t i l wings are done .

Or how abou t a d ip tha t you
don’t have to wash the bowl when
i t ’s gone?

Knorr Spinach Dip
1 Pkg . (10 oz ) F rozen

Chopped Sp inach – thawed and
squeezed dry

1 Con ta ine r (16 oz ) Sou r
Cream

1 C Mayonna i se
1 Pkg. Knorr Vegetable Recipe

Mix ( I read ano the r rec ipe and i t
c a l l ed fo r a package o f Knor r
Leek Soup Mix)

1 Can (8 oz) Wate r Ches tnu t s ,
d ra ined and chopped

1 Green On ion , chopped (op -
t iona l )

Combine a l l i ng red i en t s and
ch i l l fo r a t l eas t 2 hours .

Ho l low ou t a round loa f o f
French bread , or i f your tab le wi l l
have room fo r i t and you can ’ t
f i nd the round loa f , how abou t a
r egu l a r l oa f o f F rench b read and
se rve the d ip in the ho l l owed
loaf? Take the hol lowed bread and
break i t in to b i t e - s i ze p ieces and
use as d ippers . When dip ge t s a l -
mos t gone , t e a r t he “bowl” apa r t
t o ea t and you have a l r eady
dipped bread .

Accord ing to the in te rne t , the
game s ta r t s a t 3 :25 p .m. our t ime ,
so you wi l l have t ime to ge t up ,
go to chu rch and be home in
p l en ty o f t ime to en joy – espe -
c i a l l y i f you r t eam i s winn ing –
the game.

One las t th ing befo re I c lose :
I wan t t o r emind you o f the
Go lden Va l l ey Chamber o f Com-
merce’s Annua l Crab Feed tha t i s
coming up . I t wi l l be on Saturday,
March 5 . The t icke t s th i s year a re
$40 and th i s i s t he ma jo r
fundra i se r fo r the Chamber to f i -
nance the i r expense s fo r mos t o f
t he yea r. They do good work , so
le t ’s a l l suppor t them!

RECIPE cont. from P. 8

JOIN TODAY AND PAY

NO INITIATION FEE!*
559-479-8282
CALL FOR MORE INFO

1/11

*with a 12 month agreement
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Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

1/11 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TTIIRREEDD  OOFF  PPAAYYIINNGG
FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at

Say you saw it in 
the Ranchos Independent

Click on “Local News” at 

Call or Email for an Appointment

559-395-4640 office • 559-908-4600 cell
judylocatelli@hotmail.com
11874 Road 36 ½ •  Madera, CA • 93636

Madera County LDA Reg. 2010001 • Exp. 8/10/12

Judith L. Locatelli
Legal Document Assistant/Notary Public

Self-Help Legal Document Assistant

Judy’s Legal Document
Service

“I am not an attorney. I can only provide
self-help services at your specific direction.”

•

•

•

Estate Planning • Family Law
... and more

1/11

20$only
SPA PEDICURE

Valentine’sSPECIAL

(with any full
set of acrylic
nails. A $10
savings!)

EXP. 2/18/11
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Senior Report

Seniors Ask: What are You Doing
for the NEXT Generation of Youth?
By Verlaine Elinburg

A self-important college freshmen
walking along the beach took it upon him-
self to explain to a senior citizen resting on
some steps why it was impossible for the
older generation to understand his genera-
tion.

“You grew up in a different world, ac-
tually an almost primitive one,” the student
said, loud enough for the other to hear. “The
young people today grew up with television,
jet planes, space travel and walking on the
moon. We have nuclear energy, cell phones,
computers operating at light speed and
much more.”

After a brief silence the senior re-
sponded, “You are right son. We did not
have those things
when we were
young, so we in-
vented them. Now,
you arrogant little
#@*!, what are you
going to do for the
next generation?”

As we end an-
other year the seniors should be proud of
what they have created for the next genera-
tion. Could yesteryear’s Great Society have
promised to nearly all Americas they would
soon have instant information on almost any
topic imaginable? Americans have cheap
GPS navigation systems comparable to
what jet pilots used 30 years ago. Secret
agent James Bond’s gadgets seem passé in
comparison to the accessories available on
today’s iPhones. A thumb-sized digital
music pod holds songs and plays them with
far better quality. Movies at home are down-
loaded to your television. Books are now
downloaded to different gadgets for reading
pleasure, all made available to us without a
government program. Thanks to new life-
saving drugs, death sentences of dozens of
cancers are now possible. The rapid ad-
vances in correcting chronic bone, joint,
hearing, vision and dental problems, now
provide treatment and correction.

We enjoy the plush, luxury ride of a
Cadillac now available in a mid-level Mal-
ibu, Taurus, Accord or Camry. They are
safer, quieter, more comfortable and have a
host of standard features that were yester-
day’s high luxury options. Flying used to be
an aristocratic privilege beyond the reach of
most in the middle class, but today it is an
American means of transportation for long
distance travel. Cruises were synonymous

with private yachts but now we enjoy luxury
ocean liners. As gas exceeds $3 per gallon in
many parts of the country, we rail about the
rising cost, forgetting that in inflation-ad-
justed dollars, gas prices are not much more
than what we paid three decades ago. Our
far more clean-burning cars get almost twice
as many miles per gallon as their predeces-
sors in 1975, cutting our real cost in half.

We enjoy our modern three bedroom
suburban houses that are warmer in winter,
cooler in summer and have far more appli-
ances and comforts than was true of vast
mansions as recently as the mid-20th cen-
tury. 

In sum, Americans are richer, healthier
and have more options than at any time in
history. There is still poverty and tensions

over relative status
and influence, and in
addition the good life
cannot be measured
by materialism alone,
but peace of mind,
security and opportu-
nities. Through tech-
n o l o g i c a l

breakthrough, improved productivity has
achieved an unmatched prosperity in the
history of civilization. We need to continue
as “We the People.” The Ranchos/Hills Sen-
iors are the Great Society of yesteryears.

The Ranchos/Hills Seniors had a great
holiday season, particularly with the cele-
bration of Thanksgiving with a potluck din-
ner that was enjoyed with traditional and
different ethnic dishes. The Senior Center
then moved on to the Christmas events, in-
cluding the Christmas Boutique and Bake
Sale, the catered Christmas Dinner and the
installation of the new officers and board
members. We now have new President
Mike Thomson, who will also serve as
Santa Clause and the Easter Bunny, and you
will also see him as a sign dancer at the cor-
ner of Ave. 12 and Fernwood, drawing at-
tention to the Senior Center monthly
boutique and bake sales. We also have a
male board member, Willis Case. The Cen-
ter hopes that more male Baby Boomers
will join in. The membership of the Ran-
chos/Hills Senior Center extends our thanks
to our outgoing President, Ethel Pronin, for
her leadership and hard work.

The Christmas Boutique and Home
Tour and Tea were huge successes and a
special “thank you” goes to the families who

As we end another year the
seniors should be proud of what
they have created for the next
generation. 

Please see SENIOR on P. 13
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BUY A
TABLE!

TABLES
FOR 10

ARE ONLY
$350!!!

COMPANYSPONSORSHIPSARE NOWAVAILABLE!
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Creating an Action File System
A Sally Forth comic strip describes

the all-too-common paper pile as, “… the
pile of stuff that we don’t know what to do
with or don’t feel like dealing with right
now. The pile that sits patiently on the
counter for weeks awaiting our attention.
The pile that gets put away when company
comes and then forgotten until it’s too late.
The pile that ultimately gets thrown out
with equal measures of relief and guilt.”

Have you ever had one of those piles?
I have. Before I started using what I call
the “Piles to Files” system, there was a
kitchen counter corner reserved for those
papers. What I find in many homes is a lit-
tle bit of paper here, a little bit there, or a
lot everywhere! So what do you do with
the bills to pay, tickets for a show next
month, or that form you need to complete
and take to your next doctor’s visit? Don’t
create a pile, create a home!

Create a Pile Home
There’s usually one room where the

mail and other papers tend to land. Ide-
ally this might be the home office, but
it’s not necessarily the case. Since we
tend to be creatures of habit and “the
fewer steps I have to take the more likely
it will get done,” use the area of the
house that is already the catch-all to cre-
ate your paper home. Use an open-
topped rectangular decorative container,
like a basket or wooden file holder, and
purchase some decorative file folders
available online or at most stores that
carry office supplies.

Piles to Files - Part I

Gather up all your papers and begin
the sorting process. Chances are many
will fall into the “Recycle” or “Shred”
category if they’ve been there awhile. For
the papers that need some type of action
taken, i.e. something you want to read, a
form to fill out, a bill to pay, etc., put it in
one of the folders and put a temporary
label on it with a sticky note. Also create
a folder for the papers that don’t need any
action other than to file in long-term fil-
ing. (We’ll talk about storing those in Part
II.)

Once all your action papers have
been sorted, check your categories to see
if some need to be combined or sorted
further. Permanently label the finished
folders using a label maker. Here are
some commonly used Piles to Files fold-
ers: Action (some also include an Urgent
folder), Bills to Pay, Catalog Orders,
Coupons, Events (for tickets, invitations,
etc.), File, Read, and Receipts. I add
other temporary folders for specific sea-
sons like election time when collecting
info on candidates and issues, or at
Christmas when saving memorabilia
from programs and other events.

Not a Permanent Home
Remember, this is not a permanent

home for papers. Make appointments for
yourself on your calendar to complete the
action items related to the papers you’re
storing, especially if they have deadlines,
and then move them out of that file when
completed. Periodically purge the entire
system.

Now, you’ll not only have a home
for each piece of mail or other paper that
arrives, you’ll also know exactly where
to find it when you need to retrieve it!

You can contact Brenda McElroy to
have questions answered at Organized by
Choice (because things don’t always fall
into place) at P.O. Box 26152, Fresno,
CA 93729, email her at info@organized-
bychoice.com, visit her website www.or-
ganizedbychoice.com or she can be
reached by phone at 559-871-3314.

1/
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2004 Prowler Regal AX6 5thWheel2004 Prowler Regal AX6 5thWheel

for more info call Tina at 645-4948for more info call Tina at 645-4948

paid $69,000
asking $35,000!
paid $69,000
asking $35,000!

For SaleFor Sale
• 36.5 feet long with four slide outs • Upstairs living

room with fireplace • Surround sound stereo • Both sofas
make into beds plus queen side bed • Hardwood flooring

and carpeting throughout • A/C and solar

1/11

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent
Golden Valley Baptist
Pastor David Jones

1/
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Sunday School 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service 10:15 a.m.

Jesus is alive and well at
Golden Valley Baptist Church

12414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos · 559-645-1700
www.GoldenValleyChurch.com
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Looking for a Valentine’s Day Dinner ...
... that helps a GREAT cause?

American Legion Madera Post & Unit 11

Valentine’s Day Dinner
Monday, February 14

5 p.m. - 7 p.m.

STEAK • BAKED POTATO
BAKED BEANS • MIXED VEGETABLES

SALAD • ROLLS DESSERT

10$only

and

per person
There
will also
be some
great RAFFLE
PRIZES available
for only $1 per ticket.

for MORE INFORMATION or to
PURCHASE TICKETS call

Robert or Dede Laburada

559-673-4752 1/11

is a resource to get people through the
tough times, not a means of permanent fi-
nancial support. The point is to accept as-
sistance while you get stabilized, find a
job, get back on track, out of the hole and
return to being a productive member of so-
ciety. For many Americans that is exactly
how they use the program. On the other
hand, there are many people taking advan-
tage of this system because it is easier to
sit at home on the couch then don a Mc-
Donald’s uniform and ask, “Would you like
fries with that?” for eight hours a day.
Sadly it would appear that this attitude has
become commonplace, the product of a
live-free, love-free, “let someone else pick
up the check” society. Why worry about
taking care of your own business when
there are people out there that will do it for
us?

Right now my parents’ generation is
still going strong and can provide the tax
dollars needed to fill the welfare pork bar-
rel. But, at some point, I fear the majority
of the nation is going to expect to be sup-
ported by the government. When our par-
ents are gone and there is no money left in
the big welfare checking account and peo-
ple are scrounging for a burger, I have only
one question: Do you suppose they will
want fries with that?

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

shared their homes. A “thank you” also
goes out to Bobbie Farina for all the baked
goods and the decorations of the Christmas
trees and to Carol Reeves for the organiza-
tion of the event and the decoration of the
Ranchos/Hills Senior Center. Also, to the
young people of Liberty High School and
the Seniors that made all this possible. The
Ranchos/Hills membership expresses their
appreciation and thanks for making the
Boutique, Home Tour and Tea outstanding
events for the holidays.

The Department of Health comes peri-
odically to the Center for free checkups. The
screenings include personal health history re-
view, blood pressure and blood sugar tests,
nutrition and health education, and low-cost
blood tests.The health screenings are for ages
50 and above. For referrals to medical
providers and community services the con-
tact number is 675-7893 tomake an appoint-
ment.

Anutritionally balanced lunch program
is availableMonday through Friday at 11:30
a.m. A suggested price for 60 years and
older is $1.75. Reservations are needed a
day in advance so remember to call Joann
at 645-4864. We have a growing exercise
program being held on Mondays, Wednes-

days and Fridays at 10 a.m. The participants
are getting more than just exercise by at-
tending. They have fun, share laughs and
meet new friends. There is room for you and
you may attend all three days or just one or
two of them. Check your calendar for daily
events for each day of the week. If you do
not have a copy, stop by the Senior Center
for a copy. Additional copies are available
at the RanchosMarket and Hurst Hardware
store.

January Weekly Schedule
Monday: Exercise, lunch; Second

Monday of month general meeting at 7 p.m.
Planning – Fourth Monday at 12:30

p.m.
Tuesday: Lunch, Pinochle at noon;

Board meeting, first Tuesday of month, at
6 p.m.

Wednesday: Exercise, lunch and recy-
cling. Card bingo at noon.

Thursday: Garden clean-up, lunch,
crafts at 12:30 p.m. Social and card games
at 5:30 p.m.

Friday: Exercise, lunch.

February Weekly Schedule
Monday: Exercise, lunch; Sec-

ond Monday of month general meet-
ing at 7 p.m.

Planning – Fourth Monday at
12:30 p.m.

Tuesday: Lunch, Pinochle at noon;
Board meeting, first Tuesday of month,
at 6 p.m.

Wednesday: Exercise, lunch and recy-
cling. Card bingo at noon.

Thursday: Garden clean-up, lunch,
crafts at 12:30 p.m. Social, potluck and
card games at 5:30 p.m.

Friday: Exercise, lunch.
Saturday: Feb. 19 Birthdays and An-

niversaries – Viktoria’s Place at 488 W
Herndon (at Ingram), Fresno at 11:30 a.m.
Call 559-261-1505.

The Senior Center is open from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. The Farmers’ Market is
low on produce for the winter. Some
fruit is available. Home jam and jelly
and walnuts are available at all times.
Stop by and visit with the seniors. The
Center has all kinds of information
available for all generations. The Senior
Center is our playground where we can
go and play with our friends and make
new friends, bring together new ideas
and events. As part of the Great Society
of yesteryears we keep creating for our
next generation to have fun and be pro-
ductive.

SENIOR cont. from P. 10
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Failing Economy • Devalued Dollar
Jobs Lost • people Losing Their Homes

37275 Ave. 12 • Madera Ranchos
(Behind S&K Mini Mart )

559-681-0600

Are we nearing the period of The Great Day of the Lord, also known as Jacob’s Trouble or The Great Tribulation?
As people more and more see our economy failing and become more worried about their future and the future of their
children, we seem to be on the edge of an economic collapse of our nation. The devalued dollar results in people having
to spend more to obtain less. We hear talk about a Global Economy and a Global Currency and about bringing the na-
tions of the world together because their economies are collapsing as well.

The Bible has much to say about all of these events that are unfolding before our eyes.

In February, Calvary Chapel, which is now meeting at 37275 Ave. 12 behind S&K Market in the Madera Ranchos, will
be showing the Mark IV Productions movie series based on the above events. Although originally produced in the 1970s,
the message of this movie series still has a strong impact on viewers. Mark IV Productions shows life before the Rapture
of the Church, the Rapture, the Great Tribulation and the Antichrist, and the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Pastor John Reyna will be teaching a message each Sunday coinciding with the movies.

SATURDAYS - Movie Titles
Feb. 5 - A Distant Thunder
Feb. 12 - A Thief in the Night
Feb. 19 - Image of the Beast
Feb. 26 - The Prodigal Planet

SUNDAYS - Teaching Series
Jan. 30 - The Removal or Rapture of the Church
Feb. 6 - The Rise of the Antichrist
Feb. 13 - The False Prophet and the Coming

Economic Mark of the Beast
Feb. 20 - The Coming of Christ

DON’T MISS THIS

EXCITING AND

TIMELY SERIES!

FIND ANSWERSTO TODAY’SQUESTIONS

1/11
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By Sarah Koligian

I wish all of you a happy, healthy new
year. When we come to the half-way point
in the school year, it is a reminder of how

fast time goes by. The students completed
half of their school year and their finals be-
fore the winter break. Our teachers and stu-
dents are geared up for the new semester,
which began on January 10. Before you
know it, graduation and promotion will be
here the first week in June.

As Golden Valley Unified begins the
second semester of the school year, the dis-
trict is pleased to report that they have
filled the vacant leadership positions with
current GVUSD employees. Joining us as
the new principal of Webster Elementary
School and Sierra View Elementary School
is Mr. Felipe Piedra, former Liberty High
School Learning Director. Mr. Piedra be-
came part of Golden Valley in 2006 as a
counselor at Liberty High School then be-
came the Learning Director at Liberty in
2009.

Mr. Aaron Black, the former Vice
Principal/Guidance Learning Specialist
shared between Webster Elementary
School and Ranchos Middle School, is
now the new Learning Director at Liberty

High School. Mr. Black joined Golden Val-
ley in 2005 as a teacher in the Science De-
partment at Liberty High School.

Ms. Alexis Jennings, former 5th grade
teacher at Webster Elementary, is assum-
ing the Lead Teacher role assisting in
shared administrative duties at Webster El-
ementary School and Ranchos Middle
School until the end of the year. Ms. Jen-
nings joined Golden Valley and Webster
Elementary as a teacher in 2002.

Ms. Jill Derkalousdian, former
GVUSD teacher, will be filling in for Ms.
Jennings’ 5th grade position at Webster El-
ementary School until the end of the year.
Ms. Derkalosidan joined the Golden Val-
ley team as a Paraprofessional at Valley
Teen Ranch in 2005 and became part of the
Sierra View teaching team in 2006.

We are fortunate and blessed to be able
to promote quality employees from within
the organization with our very own aspir-
ing leaders. They are essential to continu-
ing Golden Valley’s vision of “Growing a
District of Excellence.”

Golden Valley Unified School District Su-
perintendent, Sarah Koligian.

Also assuming leadership positions will be
Felipe Piedra, left, and Alexis Jennings.

GoldenValleyUnifiedSchoolDistrictLeadershipRolesFilledbyCurrent Staff

Fidi Cuevas, left, and Aaron Black prepare
for their new positions of leadership at GVUSD.

LHS Mock Trial
For the first time, the Liberty High School Mock Trial team entered the Madera

Mock Trial competition in 2010. The team competed against Sierra, Yosemite and
Minarets high schools. They were praised as the best novice team by Judge Ernie Li-
Calsi. The honorable mention awards winners were: Chloe Doyle, Kaitlyn Mendez,
Andy Hart and Lauren Bailey. Congratulations to all students and coach Mac Blate.

Jessi Wallace and Carl Temple
Each fall, theWendy’s High School Heisman (WHSH) recognizes the nation’s most

esteemed high school senior men and women for excellence in academics, athletics and
community/school leadership. Students from across the country become involved in the
WHSH program because these prestigious student recognition awards highlight their
accomplishments and the winning students are showcased on a national level. Jessi and
Carl have not progressed to the State Finalist level but LHS is proud to have them rec-
ognized as the school nominees.

Courtney Moses
Courtney entered a driver safety essay contest which is part of the California High-

way Patrol’s “What do you consider lethal?” campaign. The campaign focuses on dis-
tracted driving by teens. Martha Tessmer presented Courtney a check on behalf of the
CHP for $500 for her winning essay.

The Mock Trial participants included, back row from left, Andy Hart, Kaitlyn Mendez,
Gabriel Mendoza, Jasmeen Dhaliwal, Kelli Schuh, Lauren Bailey and Chloe Doyle. In the front
row, from left, are Stacie Gizzo, Jessi Wallace, Shannon Foley and Yecenia Arellano.

Martha Tessmer, left,presents a check to
Courtney Moses with LHS Principal Mann.

Local GoldenValley Students Shine

Jessie Wallace and Carl Temple, front, are
recognized as Wendy’s H. S. Heisman nominees.
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Math Crazy owner and tutor Tom Filer, right, helps a
student understand high school geometry.

You've tried the flash cards, you've tried the study sessions,
you've tried the phonics programs, but your child is still behind.

Math Crazy can help.
Your child is unique and at Math Crazy we treat him

or her as such. Our evaluations go far beyond State Stan-
dards. We also evaluate your child's learning style to de-
termine the method by which he or she absorbs the
maximum amount of information in the minimum amount

of time. Finally, we compile all of this
information to create a customized
learning plan specifically for your
child. We look behind the numbers
to tell you what the state tests don't.1/

11

ccaallll  TTOODDAAYY
ffoorr  yyoouurr

EEVVAALLUUAATTIIOONN
FFRREEEE
555599--332255--66778899

It’s that time of year to nominate
GVUSD employees for the annual STAR
recognition awards. Employees can be nom-
inated by parents, community members, stu-
dents and colleagues. The Foundation for
Golden Valley School holds an annual dinner
in March to recognize the five employees
who are chosen by a panel of community
members in the following categories:
• Secondary Teacher • Elementary Teacher •

• Operational Service Employee •
• Instructional Service Employee •

• Administrator/Manager •
Following the Foundation STARS Din-

ner, three employees are forwarded to the
Madera County Office of Education for its Ex-
cellence in Education Awards. Madera County
Office of Education, in partnership with the
Educational Employees Credit Union, holds
an annual recognition event in October to
honor outstanding employees throughout
Madera County.

Please plan to nominate an outstanding
employee by submitting a nomination form to
Aimee Beintker at the Golden Valley Unified
School District Office by February 11. Nomi-
nation forms can be found on the Golden Val-
ley USD website at www.gvusd.k12.ca.us, at
a school site or at the district office. If you have
any questions please feel free to contact Aimee
Beintker at 645-7500.

Star Shine Time

Committee Members Needed
for the

Golden Valley Unified School District 
Citizens' Bond Oversight Committee.

The Golden Valley Unified School District is now
accepting applications for several openings on the
Citizens' Bond Oversight Committee to oversee

Measure S Bond monies.

If interested, please obtain an application from
the Superintendent’s Office 

37479 Avenue 12, Madera 93636
(559) 645-7500.

Deadline for applying is Friday, February 18, 2011.

The Madera County Economic De-
velopment Commission will be hosting an
“Eggs and Issues” breakfast on February 4
featuring Assemblywoman Linda Halder-
man at the Madera Community Hospital
in the Shebelut/Pierini Room. Breakfast
will be served at 7:30 a.m. and Assembly-
woman Halderman will speak shortly
after that time. This event will provide a
format for local business and community
leaders to get an update on state issues and
will present an opportunity to ask the As-
semblywoman questions.

“Things are happening fast in our
State Capitol these days and this will give
community members a chance to hear a
first hand update of critical issues,” said
Bobby Kahn, Executive Director of the
Madera County EDC.

Tickets for this event are $15 per per-
son and are available by calling the
Madera County EDC at 559-675-7768.
Reservations are a must as seating will be
limited to 65 participants. 

Bacon, Eggs
& Halderman

Madera County
Economic Commission
hosts “Eggs and Issues”
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FREE
TOWING

WITH OVERHAUL

Brakes • Tune-ups • Diagnostic
Oil changes • Service work

FULL SERVICE
AUTOMOTIVE

SHOP

Serving
the

Valley for Over

42 Years

1/
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follow us on
Facebook

FREE
HEATING/COOLING
INSPECTION

COOL

ISHERE!
WEATHER

call for appt. • exp. 2/15/10

Alexis was diagnosed with Acute Myeloid Leukemia on July 23.
She now has to go to Stanford and have a bone marrow transplant.

Saturday, Feb. 5 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

TThheerree  aarree  ffoouurr  wwaayyss  ttoo  sshhooww  yyoouurr  lloovvee  ffoorr  AAlleexxiiss

1. CUT-A-THON at The Edge Salon
2. SILENT AUCTION at Alfresco Coffee
3. PIZZA SALES (20%) at Pizza Factory
4. BLOODMOBILE taking donations

The Edge Alfresco Coffee Pizza Factory
645-1225645-8323 645-7011

1/
11

WE ALSO DO:

AND NOW: A/C SERVICE AND REPAIRS

Money raised during the
time of this fundraiser will be
donated to the Delgado family to
help offset the cost incurred dur-
ing their three months stay in
Stanford.
Any and all donations will

help this beautiful 12-year-old
fight this illness.

Thank You & God Bless

aster.”
To define impacts of the ARkStorm, the

USGS, in partnership with the California Ge-
ological Survey, created the first statewide
landslide susceptibility maps for California
that are the most detailed landslide suscepti-
bility maps ever created. The project also re-
sulted in the first physics-based coastal storm
modeling system for analyzing severe storm
impacts (predicting wave height and coastal
erosion) under present-day scenarios and
under various climate-change and sea-level-
rise scenarios.

Because the scenario raised serious
questions about existing national, state and
local disaster policy and emergency manage-
ment systems, ARkStorm became the theme
of the 2010 Extreme Precipitation Sympo-
sium at U.C. Davis John Muir Institute of the
Environment, attracting over 200 leaders in
meteorology and flood management. ARk-
Storm is part of the efforts to create a Na-
tional Real-Time Flood Mapping initiative to
improve flood management nationwide.
ARkStorm also provided a platform for
emergency managers, meteorologists and hy-
drologists to work together to develop a scal-
ing system for west coast storms.

“Cal EMA is proud to partner with the
USGS in this important work to protect Cal-
ifornia from disasters,” said Cal EMA Acting
Secretary Mike Dayton. “In order to have the

most efficient and effective plans and re-
sponse capabilities, we have to have the
proper science to base it on. Californians are
better protected because of the scientific ef-
forts of the United States Geological Sur-
vey.”

According to FEMA Region IX Direc-
tor, Nancy Ward, “The ARkStorm report will
prove to be another invaluable tool in engag-
ing the whole of our community in address-
ing flood emergencies in California. It is
entirely possible that flood control infra-
structure and mitigation efforts could be
overwhelmed by the USGS ARkStorm sce-
nario, and the report suggests ways forward
to limit the damage that is sure to result.”

The two-day summit included profes-
sional flood managers, emergency mangers,
first responders, business continuity man-
agers, forecasters, hydrologists and decision
makers. Many of the scientists responsible
for coordinating the ARkStorm scenario pre-
sented the science behind the scenario, in-
cluding meteorology, forecasting, flood
modeling, landslides and physical and eco-
nomic impacts.

The ARkStorm Scenario is the second
scenario from the USGS Multi-Hazards
Demonstration Project led by Jones, which
earlier created the ShakeOut earthquake sce-
nario. More information about the ARkStorm
Summit is online at USGS.gov. The ARk-
Storm Scenario, USGS Open-File Report
2010-1312, is also online.

STORM cont. from P. 2
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On Saturday, Feb. 19 from 10 a.m. to
noon, the Madera County Master Gardener
program is presenting Tree Care for Your
Landscape, hosted by Master Gardener
Sandy Hallam and Certified Arborist Dave
Hallam.

The event will be held at Three Sisters
Demonstration Garden at Madera Commu-
nity College Center, 30277 Avenue 12,
Madera. It is recommended that you park in
Lot C adjacent to the garden. If you have any
questions or would like to make reservations,
call 559 675-7879, ext 210, or email the
Madera County Master Gardeners at mg-
madera@ucdavis.edu. Their website is
groups.ucanr.org/maderamg.

The University of California (UC) Mas-
ter Gardener Program extends to the public
UC research-based information about home
horticulture and pest management. In ex-
change for the training and materials received
from the University of California, Master
Gardeners perform volunteer services by
sharing the UC research-based information to
the public through classes, workshops, one-
on-one consultations, demonstration gardens,

websites, fairs and plant clinics, and through
mass media. The program is an example of
an effective partnership between the Univer-
sity and motivated citizens. Because certified
Master Gardeners represent UC Cooperative
Extension (UCCE), they broaden UCCE's
client base and sphere of influence. The Mas-
ter Gardener Program is administered locally
by participating UCCE county offices, the
principal outreach and public service arm of
the University's Division of Agriculture and
Natural Resources.

Want to become a Master Gardener? In-
terested adult volunteers go through a training
and certification process which includes a 17-
week training course and devoting 50 volun-
teer hours back to the program outreach the
first year. Training topics include plant
botany, disease and insects, weed science,
plant propagation, irrigation, soil science,
home vegetable gardening, fruit trees and
grapes, landscape trees, turf and diagnosing
plant problems. Continuing Master Garden-
ers complete 25 volunteer hours and 12 con-
tinuing education hours annually to maintain
their certification in the program.

Madera Master Gardener Event
Focuses on Landscape Tree Care
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Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

3535 S. Temperance • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Tom and Maria at

1/11

1/11

holds
TWO
trash
cans
(not

included)

try the Heavy Duty

• galvanized
steel tube

• welded joints
• heavy duty wheels

• 1/2 inch axle • fully assembled$10 OFF!
645-0612now just $59.95 through 2-15-2011

1/11

Say you saw it in
the Ranchos Independent

second semester begins
January 10, 2011

monday - thursday 3:30 - 6 p.m.

join our

HOMEWORK CLUB

559-824-4445for
more info

call1/11

By David Jones

As a new writer I can only hope I
don’t make some of the goofs my fellow
leaders and churchmen have made in the
past. I am reminded of the speech John
F. Kennedy made in Berlin where he at-
tempted to say, “I am a Berliner!” His
German actually came out, “I am a jelly
donut!”
Do you remember Dan Quayle’s

blunder? “I believe we are on an irre-
versible trend toward more freedom and
democracy. But that could change.”
Leaders are bound to make mistakes

just due to the repetition of speeches and
memorized politically correct answers,
but leaders aren’t the only ones who
mess up. Consider the humble church
newsletters that
have often been
hastily edited. The
following are just a
few newsletter
goofs:

Low Self-Es-
teem Support Group
will meet Thursday
at 7 p.m. Please use
the back door.

The eighth graders will be present-
ing Shakespeare’s “Hamlet” in the
church basement on Friday at 6 p.m.
The congregation is invited to attend
this tragedy.

Twenty members were present at
the meeting held at the home of Mrs.
Marsha Crutchfield last evening. Mrs.
Crutchfield and Mrs. Rankin sang a
duet, The Lord Knows Why.

A songfest was hell at the
Methodist church Wednesday.

I have always been afraid that on
some occasion such as a wedding or a
funeral, I would make a major blunder.
So far I have managed to keep it together
but I know my blunder is out there wait-
ing to happen.
I first felt God’s call on my life to

be a preacher when I was only 17 years
old. Since then I have been in many sit-
uations that are viewed as humorous
now that they are in the past. I recall
one wedding where the bridesmaid
fainted (in front of 400 people) and as
she fell, she tipped over a flowerpot,
which somehow wound up on top of

her pale face. I sent up a quick prayer
hoping I didn’t have to do mouth to
mouth on this gal who had dirt all over
her.
On another occasion, I officiated at

a garden wedding on a hot July morn-
ing. The groom who had never drank
before, had attended a bachelor’s party
the night before. When I said, “Do
you?” he did … all over his lovely
bride and me as he turned his head in
an all out effort to bring it under con-
trol. After we recovered, we started all
over. When the service was finally
complete, he said, “Pastor, I hope I
never see you again! I would be too
embarrassed!”
Yes, life is filled with bloopers and

blunders. If you haven’t had one lately,
don’t worry. Your
time is coming.
I’m going to

enjoy writing this
column each
month. I come
from a family of
writers. My sister
wrote books that
no one would read.
My brother wrote
songs that no one
would sing. My

mother wrote plays no one would see
and my father wrote checks that no one
could cash!
As for me, I’m the eternal optimist.

I write in the full knowledge that you
are looking for a juicy bit of wisdom
from the Pastor and will memorize
each and every article I write so here is
the pearl you have been expecting as
you have dived into this elongated dia-
tribe: Our God is a God who not merely
restores, but takes up our mistakes and
follies into His plan for us and brings
good out of them. This is part of the
wonder of his gracious sovereignty.
I’m so glad I worship a God who

forgives my mistakes as well as my
gross sin. Boy-o-boy, all of us blow it at
times. The good news is that God be-
came a man – the man Jesus. He experi-
enced life with all its temptations and
trials but with one difference: He made
no blunders. He lived a perfect life and
then gave that life for you and me.
Forgiveness.
What a wonderful word. It’s God’s

gift to every person seeking it. Today He
walks up and down the streets of the

The Pastor’s Desk

A Goof-Forgiving God ... Thankfully

I have always been afraid that
on some occasion such as a wed-
ding or a funeral, I would make a
major blunder. So far I have man-
aged to keep it together but I
know my blunder is out there
waiting to happen.

Please see PASTOR on P. 20
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Sierra View Elementary became part of
Golden Valley Unified they both had
black chalkboards in the class rooms.
Now they both have white boards to
eliminate chalk dust and allow teach-
ers to use color when they use the
board for class. Also, another piece of
technology called a “Smart Board” was
added to many of the elementary, mid-
dle and high school class rooms.
Teachers have had a struggle to keep
up with class room technology. It cer-
tainly has not been easy. Record keep-
ing for teachers is complicated but
important.

Golden Valley Unified School
Board has two new members to start
2011. They have already been installed
and ready to start serving our commu-
nity. Welcome to Kathleen Crumpton
and Brian Freeman and returning board
member Mona Diaz. They will join
Mike Kelly and Mark Toole to start
work and it will be work with the cuts
that Sacramento is making to the
school budget.

Some things take a long time but
are worth waiting for. Ed Waldron, one
of our Ranchos Hills Seniors, was fi-
nally interviewed for the Pearl Harbor
Survivors’ Association after waiting
for 69 years. His daughter kept telling
him to fill out the paperwork and to do
the interview then he would get the
Pearl Harbor cap that he has been
wanting. After waiting all this time he
finally has his Pearl Harbor cap. His
daughter has only been pushing him
for the last 30 years to join the Pearl
Harbor Survivors’ Association. So on
Monday, January 10 Ed finally became
a member of the Association and can
wear his cap proudly.

The Ranchos/Hills Seniors want to
thank the community for supporting
our Christmas Home Tour and Tea.
Every dollar we make supports our
Senior Center. The Senior Center’s
monthly sale in January was canceled
because of the cold and wet weather
that Saturday. Everyone needed to stay
home and stay warm that day. The next
Senior Center Sale will be Feb. 5.
Hope for good weather!

STOCK cont. from P. 7

Ranchos and wants to grant you forgive-
ness and be a part of your everyday life.
If you want to know Him better, just drop
into one of the several really good
churches here in the Ranchos. There you
will find Him in the lives of men and
women who are waiting to be your friend.

Pastor’s Prayer:
Lord, bless the folks who call the

Ranchos home today. We sure are glad
you allow us to live in this fantastic
community. As we see each other on the
street and at the neat little shopping cen-
ter, remind us that each person is special
to you and that we need to be loving,
kind and patient as we go about making
our uncertain way, blunders and all.

Amen.

David Jones is the Pastor of Golden
Valley Baptist Church at 12414 Road 37
in the Madera Ranchos. You can reach
him through the church website at
www.goldenvalleychurch.com. You can
send him an email from the website and
he’ll write back.

PASTOR cont. from P. 19

1
/1

1Ranchos Dental Care
& Orthodontics
37144 Avenue 12 #104
Madera Ranchos

www.ranchosdental.com
559-645-5320

Service Schedule
Sunday 10 a.m.
Sunday 6 p.m.

AWANAChildren's Ministry
Nursery Provided Ages 0-3 yrs.

Senior Pastors Bernard & Linda Morris/ Resident Pastors Stoney & Amy Berna

On the corner of Ave.15 and Monreal

The Lighthouse
Christian Fellowship

15048 Monreal Rd. Madera, CA 93636 559-645-0722

1/11

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

The Sierra Shadows 4H club
held i ts monthly club meeting on
Dec. 7 , 2010 at Sierra View Ele-
mentary School cafeteria . At their
December meet ing, the club had
thei r annual Chr is tmas pot luck
and the 4H members exchanged
ornaments wi th each other. The
members also col lec ted and do-
nated 17 toys for the Toys for Tots
program. One of the club 's com-
munity service projects was com-
ple ted at the Sierra Shadows 4H
club meet ing held in November
when the members made 12 home-
made blankets for the senior ci t i-
zens . Their next communi ty
service project planned for la ter
this year wil l be to collect canned
food.

Severa l of the Sierra Shadow
4H club members wil l be making
food i tems and par t ic ipat ing at
Favori te Food Day where they are
judged on flavor, texture and ap-

pearance . They wil l a lso be par-
t ic ipat ing in a Consumer Science
Judging Contes t . This event wi l l
be held on Saturday, Jan. 22 at
Life Change Community Church,
717 Robertson Blvd. , Chowchil la ,
from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Severa l of the Sierra Shadow
4H club members wil l be part ic i-
pat ing at Smal l Animal Expo
where they are judged on thei r
knowledge and showmanship of
thei r animals (dogs , poul t ry, ex-
otic birds and rabbits) . This event
wil l be held at the Madera County
Fairgrounds on Feb. 5 at 1 p.m.
Livestock Expo will be held at the
Madera County Fairgrounds on
March 26.

Olivia Fernandez and Mikaela
Fringer are two of five 2010-2011
California Focus Delegates. They
wil l be working on a ci t izenship
project over the next year and will
t ravel to our s ta te ' s capi ta l in
June.

Youth between the ages of 9 to
18 years old may join 4H. The
Sierra Shadows 4H club leader is
Terr i Fernandez who can be
reached at 645-4836. Then next
c lub meet ing wil l be held at the
Sierra View Elementary School
cafeteria on Feb. 8 at 6:30 p.m.

Home Burglary Alert
to the Community

The City of Madera Crime Pre-
vention Unit is warning the commu-
nity about recent burglaries of homes
where the suspects break into a va-
cant house, then when the residents
next door to the vacant house leave
for work, the suspects break in
through a resident's side door by kick-
ing it in, or by lifting the slider door
off its tracks.

If you, or anyone you know, lives
next to, or near a vacant house, please
keep an eye out for anything that
looks out of the ordinary. The sus-
pects might even be driving their car
into the vacant home's garage and
loading it up inside the garage, then
driving away without being seen.

For more information, please
contact Durbin Lloren, Crime Pre-
vention Officer with the City of
Madera Police Department at 559-
673-9362 or 559-675-4200.

CRIME ALERT
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How Did We Get Here?
By Steve Wayte

With the growing discontent over
our country’s serious problems, the
more we learn the better we’ll affect
necessary changes within our govern-
ment. A mission of the Tea Party is in-
forming and educating citizens. Serafin
Quintanar shared information about
the high speed rail last month and this
month Steve Wayte informs us about
our country’s monetary system.

Sandy Forbes, Madera Ranchos
Tea Party

Individuals and families in Madera
Ranchos and the entire country are hurt-
ing. High unemployment, falling home
prices, 401k and pensions losing value.
How did we get here?

The simple answer: We have lost
our way due to ignorance of the United
States Constitution. Article 1, Section 10
of the Constitution states, “No State
shall ... make anything but gold and sil-
ver coin a tender in payment of debts ...”
Yet 100 years ago, a private group of
banking interests thought it wise to take
control of our country’s monetary sys-
tem creating the Federal Reserve. Our
country has a long history of fighting
these types of interests. Even before our
Constitution was ratified there were

many lively debates on whether it was
wise to have a central banking system.
Thomas Jefferson even lamented, “I be-
lieve that banking institutions are more
dangerous to our liberties than standing
armies. If the
American people
ever allow private
banks to control the
issue of their cur-
rency, first by infla-
tion, then by
deflation, the banks
and corporations
that will grow up
around [the banks]
will deprive the
people of all prop-
erty until their chil-
dren wakeup
homeless on the
continent their fa-
thers conquered.
The issuing power
should be taken
from the banks and
restored to the peo-
ple, to whom it
properly belongs.”

In 1913 the
bankers were able to hoodwink theAmer-
ican people by creating a “gold standard.”
By doing so, it helped alleviate any con-
stitutional questions. They would only be
allowed to print money with a set amount

of gold and silver in reserves. The prob-
lem is the American people never got to
audit the reserves, so it turned into a sys-
tem of faith with the bankers to be the
trustworthy while the American people
were the ones left with faith.

During the Great Depression,
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, wanted to
borrow money from Saudi Arabia, but
the Saudis balked at this notion as their
country was losing faith in our paper
currency. Roosevelt made it illegal to
hold gold coins. The American people
were forced to turn their gold in at a set
price, the gold in turn was shipped to

Saudi Arabia and
Roosevelt was able
to attain the loan
he requested from
the Saudis. The
problem during
this transaction
was gold rose
sharply, the dollar
devalued and the
American people
were unknowingly
victims of fraud
and theft. Inflation
is one of the most
insidious forms of
taxation and theft.
With it, the Ameri-
can people have no
way of protecting
their prosperity.
But this process
can only happen
with fiat paper cur-
rency. Fiat is

“money” that has value only because of
government regulation or law.

Recent history tells us more of the
same. The last year of 90 percent silver
quarters and dimes was 1964. Having

silver still in the currency system kept
inflation quite low for the post-Depres-
sion period up to 1964. But after the re-
moval of silver in the mid 60’s, inflation
skyrocketed. A home bought for $15,000
in 1965 was worth $300,000 by 2007.
Four pre-1965 quarters have nearly $20
worth of value at today’s market prices,
so essentially our dollar has 5% of the
purchasing power it had as recently as
1965.

The booms and busts are created by
people that have their foot on the gas
pedal of our economy. By inflating and
deflating the currency, lowering and
raising of interest rates, the business
cycle is distorted. Many people bought
homes they could not afford. They
bought anyway, seeing the runaway
prices, for fear of losing the American
Dream. The soft lending practices also
contributed to this disaster, but these
types of practices can only happen in a
controlled Central Banking System. In a
Free Market Banking System very few
people would be put in a moral, haz-
ardous position; there would still be a
natural business cycle, but not any that
leave our children broke and homeless.

Madera Ranchos and Madera City
Join for Tea Party Meetings
The Madera Ranchos Tea Party has

joined the City of Madera Tea Party.
This first joint meeting was Thursday,
Jan. 20 at 5:30 p.m. at Burrito King, 319
North Gateway in Madera. Guest
speaker was 25th District State Assem-
bly Member, Kristin Olsen.

For more information contact John
Smedley at 645-7031. His email address
is jcsmedley@comcast.net. You can also
visit the Tea Party’s website online at
www.centralvalleyteaparty.com.

Thomas Jefferson even
lamented, “I believe that banking
institutions are more dangerous to
our liberties than standing armies.
If the American people ever allow
private banks to control the issue of
their currency, first by inflation,
then by deflation, the banks and
corporations that will grow up
around [the banks] will deprive the
people of all property until their
children wakeup homeless on the
continent their fathers conquered.
The issuing power should be taken
from the banks and restored to the
people, to whom it properly be-
longs.”
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t r e e s . M a i n t e n a n c e , c l e a n
u p s a n d r e p a i r s . C a l l t o d a y
f o r f r e e e s t i m a t e . 5 5 9 - 2 4 0 -
8 2 0 3 .

P a i n t i n g S e r v i c e s

Pa in t i ng Serv i c e s - 40 year s o f
e xp e r i e n c e . L i c en s ed and i n -
s u red . F rank Kramer Ex t e r i -
o r s . L i c . # 2 73099 . Ca l l
645 -4113 .

T r a c t o r S e r v i c e s

T r a c t o r w o r k , d i s c i n g , r o -
t o t i l l i n g , w e e d c u t t i n g .
B o b c a t w o r k , d r i l l i n g p o s t
h o l e s , t r e e s , t r e n c h i n g a n d
c l e a n u p s . C a l l N e a l a t
6 4 5 - 1 2 0 0 o r 2 8 5 - 8 2 1 1 .

Tr a c t o r wo r k , h o u s e p a d s , l o t
l e v e l i n g , d r i v ew a y s , t r e n c h i n g ,
c o n c r e t e w o r k a n d underground
ut i l i t ies ins ta l led. Ca l l 5 5 9 - 9 7 0 -
4 4 7 6 o r 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 0 3 3 .

Window Cleaning Services

M o s t w i n d o w s $ 5
i n s i d e / o u t . S c r e e n , t r a c k a n d
s i l l s i n c l u d e d . R e m o v e h a r d
w a t e r s t a i n o n h o m e w i n -
d o w s , s h o w e r d o o r s a n d c a r
w i n d o w s . C o b w e b r e m o v a l
a v a i l a b l e . F u l l y i n s u r e d .
C a l l N i c k a t 2 8 5 - 1 7 2 3 . F r e e
e s t i m a t e s . S E N I O R D I S -
C OUN T !

SUDOKU

©2011 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

TO ADVERT ISE
CALL 645-0634
Ranchos Independent
classified rates are
crazy cheap. Only $10
for each 25words.

A l t e r a t i o n S e r v i c e s

M a d l i n ' s A l t e r a t i o n s - 3 5
y e a r s e x p e r i e n c e - T a i l o r -
i n g , r e p a i r s a n d l e a t h e r s .
F a s t s e r v i c e . N EW AD -
D R E S S & P H O N E N UM -
B E R : 3 6 7 3 3 Av e . 1 2 . C a l l
5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 5 8 3 .

C o n s t r u c t i o n

N e w c o n s t r u c t i o n , r e m o d -
e l s , r o o m a d d i t i o n s , b a r n s
a n d p a t i o s . C a l l 5 5 9 - 9 7 0 -
4 4 7 6 o r 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 0 3 3 .

C h i m n e y S w e e p

P a u l t h e C h i m n e y S w e e p
G u y - 1 9 y e a r s e x p e r i e n c e .
Wo o d S t o v e I n s e r t s & F i r e -
p l a c e s . R e m e m b e r - TH I N K
S A F E T Y - B U R N S A F E LY !
C A L L 5 5 9 - 9 0 8 - 9 3 3 2 .

F l o o r / U p h o l s t e r y C a r e

P i n n a c l e C a r p e t C a r e a n d
U p h o l s t e r y . F R E E e s t i -
m a t e s . F R E E s t a i n p r o t e c -
t i o n w i t h a n y p u r c h a s e .
T i l e , a g g r e g a t e , s h o w e r s ,
P e b b l e Te c . G o l d e n Va l l e y
C h a m b e r M e m b e r , B B B , r e f -
e r e n c e s . C a l l B r u c e a t 6 7 6 -
0 7 6 0 .

F o r R e n t

F o r R e n t - 5 B D / 2 B A 2 , 4 0 0
s q . f t . o n 1 0 a c r e s . B a r n
f o r h o r s e s . $ 2 , 0 0 0 . p e r m o .
C a l l 9 0 8 - 4 2 8 9 f o r p a r t i c u -
l a r s .

F o r R e n t - C o z y 1 , 1 2 0
s q . f t . o n a c r e a g e .
2 B D / 1 B A t o t a l l y r e m o d -
e l e d . $ 1 , 0 0 0 p e r m o . p l u s
s e c u r i t y d e p o s i t . C a l l
5 5 9 - 2 3 0 - 9 2 1 0 .

F o r S a l e

For Sale - One horse sleigh $1,500.
Carousel horse $1,500. Gun Safe
$350. Tables and much more. Call
Joyce for more information. 645-1770.

G u t t e r S e r v i c e s

The Gut t e r Doc tor spec i a l i z i ng
i n bo t h con t i nuou s and s t anda rd
r a i n gu t t e r s . Gene r a l Con t r a c t o r
- Repa i r Ma in t enance . 29 yea r s
wo r k i ng i n t h e a r e a . Ca l l 5 59 -
822 -2759 .

H and yman S e r v i c e s

Handyman S e r v i c e s - O .
HANDYMAN - Ne e d f a n s i n -
s t a l l e d , s p r i n k l e r s , l i g h t e l e c t r i -
c a l , p l umb i n g , o r a n y h a ndyman
cho r e s ? Ca l l Oh an f o r f r e e e s t i -
ma t e s . 559 - 6 45 - 4 583 .

L a nd s c a p i n g

L u k e ' s L a n d s c a p i n g -
L a w n s , g a r d e n s , w e e d s &
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Real Estate Nancy Watson
645-5000

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 20
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 1/11

A Ranchos resident for over 27 years, I am a full-time professional agent working the
Madera, Fresno and Clovis areas. Inventories of homes for sale are at a long term low.
Now is a great time to sell as competition is low. And it is a great time to buy with record
low interest rates and multiple tax incentives. Call me today!

DAVID PARKER

490-1989
www.davidparker.info

DRE#: 01323109

Realtor®

1/11

LIZ KUCHINSKI
Letting My Experience Work for You

Realtor, Century 21 C. Watson

Liz’s knowledge and understanding of her local community
make her uniquely qualified to enable her clients to own a piece
of the “American Dream.”

Certi�iedResidentialSpecialist
• Repeat and referral based business • Friendly, fun and a positive attitude
• Century 21 Centurion status eight years • MLS Committee Member
FresnoAssociation of Realtors • Ranchos resident for 25 years

Direct: (559) 364-1000 • Fax: (559) 440-7608
liz@lizkuchinski.com • www.lizsellinghomes.com

Century 21 C.Watson
7520 North Palm • Fresno

1/11

1/
11

674-1663
14794 Hwy 41
Madera

DRILLINGAND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

1/11

1/11

www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com

WE’RE ON THE WEB!
Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.

Get fully downloadable back issues of
the Ranchos Independent

(beginning with April 2006).
Learn how you can add your

Ranchos-area business to this site!

1/
11

www.The Ranchos.com
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Click on “Local News” at

VELVET TOUCH
CARWASH
& DETAIL

645-6630
37075 AVE. 12 • MADERA RANCHOS

B.M.T.
Computer Repair
(559) 917-4507
• Sales & Service
• In-Home Service
Sé Habla Español

Microsoft Cerified Pro

Retired FPD 26 yr.
Ca. Lic.#79328

Certifications:
A+/Network +

Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.

ROGER PRATER
CONCRETE

Residential & Commercial
38 years experience

Lic. # 599235

(559) 645-0911
(559) 645-0916

645-1918
www.hartsphotographs.com

• Professional
photography

• Personalized
unique gifts

• Gift certificates

Jo-De DRILLING

& TRACTOR SERVICE

674-7770
HARDPAN DRILLING

HIGH QUALITY

555599--445544--88006600

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING   

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER
INSURED

LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

since1970

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Equipment
• Supplies

• Residential
• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial

• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing
Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Notary in the
Ranchos!

IInntteerrlloocckkiinngg  PPaavveerrss

444422--11999999444422--11999999
nnootthhiinngg  oouuttllaassttss  ppaavveerrss!!

wwwwww..rrllaaccyyiinntteerrlloocckkppaavveerrss..ccoomm

LLiicc..  ##330066551111

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-
coustical Removal

Color Matching

LIC. #313070

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL
EXTERIOR
INTERIOR
“We cover 

your
problems!”

674-2320
Gerald Scheffing

Painting

KNIGHT &DAY
COMPUTERS

645-0122
• NEW AND USED LAPTOPS •

• PRINTERS • PARTS •

repairs experience

B.E.A.R. #74561

& Chuck’s Transmission

664455--44447755
Ranchos Auto Repair
+ A/C SERVICE

FREE ESTIMATES
LIC. #B0008113

Lic. #393449

Call us for all

CARTER DRYWALL

your drywall needs

645-1914

Service, Inc.

All Stage Construction, Inc.

559-681-8947

FREE ESTIMATES!

Need
Construction?

• Concrete
• Rough Framing
• General Building
• Steel Buildings • Shop Buildings
• Room Additions • New Construction

LIC. #932435

Landscape &
Gardening
Service

unlic.

“Stick with
the Best!”

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801
645-1570

Store hours: 
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

(559) 645-0634  
Today!
The Ranchos Independent

JEAN BRINER
for MORE sales tomorrow, call
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Single Lambs looking for romance could find Cupid especially
accommodating this week. Paired partners also find their relationships benefiting from the chubby
cherub's attention.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Keep your keen Bull's eye focused on your target, and shake off
any attempt to turn your attention elsewhere. You should get some news later in the week that might
answer some questions.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Your early enthusiasm for a project might have been somewhat
premature. Although you feel positive about it, you might need more information in order to make an
informed decision.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Taking on a new responsibility might seem like the politically correct thing
to do. But evenwith the promise of support, was it thewisest? Consider reassessing your upcoming decision.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Apply yourself to completing your task despite all the distractions that
might be interfering with your work. Then reward yourself with a weekend of fun shared with people
who are close to you.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) A business agreement from the past might need to be
looked at again. Use this unexpected development to check out other matters related to it. A weekend
venture proves to be rewarding.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Don't ignore that uneasy feeling aboutmaking a commitment.
It could be a case of understandably cold feet, or a warning that something isn't as right as it should be.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) A colleague could be more supporting of one of your
efforts. But it's up to you to make the case for it, and that could mean opening up a secret or two, which
might be a problem for you.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Expect some good news about a relative you've
been worried about. But don't expect the full story to be told -- at least not yet.Aworkplace matter might
face shifting priorities.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Despite some anxious moments, you could have good
reason to be pleased with how things are turning out. An end-of-the-week call might hold some
interesting information.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) A long-overdue expression of appreciation could be
offered soon. But admit it: You never really expected it would happen, right? Meanwhile, keep your
weekend options open.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) It's a good time to dive right into a new challenge, whether it's
learning a computer program or how to drive a stick shift, ormaking a new friend.Whatever it is, good luck.

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

You see the wisdom in honesty,
and you help others appreciate your vision.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk
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www.The Ranchos.com

• Industrial
• General
• Farm
• Mig
• Tig
• Stick
• Certified
• Portable

Welding & Fabrication
call JERRY   CLARK • 706-3865

MZC

Professional Pet Care 
When You Can’t Be There

Pets, Plants, Plus+

Accredited • Insured • Bonded

Sandra Oliver

Jackie Jones
559-240-3556

559-232-1352
or

call
Specializing in Livestock

664455--11557788

Jeff Clark

• GM, H1 & ASE Master Certified
• General Automotive Repairs
• Hot Rod Customizing & Lowering

Clark’s Performance

664455--11557788

repair
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR
INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS

TRAILER BOATS ONLY

CRONIN MARINE

Since1964

664455--11997777

ADS

LOGOS

PR

MARKETING

645-0634



Click on “Local News” at
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1. LITERATURE: What was O. Henry's
real name?
2. RELIGION: What was the Holy
Grail?
3. MOVIES: How many best-actor
Oscar nominations did Spencer Tracy
receive in his career?
4. GOVERNMENT: What are the two
houses of the British Parliament called?
5. ANATOMY: What part of the human
body does the disorder lumbago usually
strike?
6. GEOGRAPHY: What U.S. state lies
west of Texas?
7. U.S. PRESIDENTS: During which
president's administration did Henry
Kissinger become secretary of state?
8. MUSIC: For which war was the song
"Over There" written?
9. PSYCHOLOGY: What fear is
represented by doraphobia?
10. HISTORY: When did Andrei
Sakharov win the Nobel Peace Prize?

1.WilliamSydneyPorter
2.AvesselusedbyJesusattheLastSupper
3.Nine
4.TheHouseofLordsandtheHouseof
Commons

5.Theback
6.NewMexico
7.RichardNixon
8.WorldWarI
9.Afearoffur
10.1975

Answers

TRIVIATEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.
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SSuuppeerr Crosswordby Dave T. Phipps

  www.The Ranchos.com



The
SEMCU annual meeting
has been RESCHEDULED!

Monday, February 28 at 6:30 p.m.
Ranchos Pizza Factory

the Monday, January 24 meeting will be a regular
Board meeting at 6:30 p.m. at Pizza Factory

1/
11


