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A Ranchos couple
out home shopping

are surprised when
they see a pair of

bald eagles in a
Ranchos field.
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By Randy Bailey

On Dec. 17 of last year, Madera Ran-
chos residents John and Deana Banasky
were driving around the Ranchos looking
at real estate. Longtime friends Paul and
Susan Sobaje, owners of Continental Re-
alty in the Ranchos, told the Banaskys
about a home for sale
in the 16000 block of
Mark Road. The Ba-
naskys decided to stop
by and look at the
home and after their
visit they noticed a
large flock of birds cir-
cling a vacant lot
across the street from
the property. Sobaje
told them that the birds
had been there all
morning.

“As we passed it I
thought I had seen a
bald eagle,” Banasky
said. He and his wife
stopped and backed up
their car, and in so
doing caused the birds
to take wing. “They cir-
cled and landed again
and to our joy there was an adult bald eagle
and an immature one.”

The Banaskys pulled out their
phones and snapped what they were con-
vinced were “… once in a lifetime pic-
tures.”

According to the California Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife, the bald
eagle’s range is wholly within North
America, ranging from Alaska to north-
west Mexico. During the winter months,

bald eagles can be found, “… throughout
most of California at lakes, reservoirs,
rivers, and some rangelands and coastal
wetlands,” according to the Department’s
website, www.wildlife.ca.gov. Further, it
states, “The State's breeding habitats are
mainly in mountain and foothill forests
and woodlands near reservoirs, lakes, and

rivers. Most breeding
territories are in north-
ern California, but the
eagles also nest in scat-
tered locations in the
central and southern
Sierra Nevada moun-
tains and foothills, in
several locations from
the central coast range
to inland southern Cal-
ifornia, and on Santa
Catalina Island.”

Near extinction
nearly 30 years ago, the
symbol of our nation
has made a strong
comeback and shows
no signs of slowing
down. The birds seen
by the Banaskys were
part of the hundreds of
migratory bald eagles

that come down from Alaska and Canada
for the winter months. Experts say these
wintering birds may remain until Febru-
ary or March, or even into April. Some of
the adults that winter here have been
tracked to their nesting territories in
north-central Canada 2,000 miles away.

Bald eagles prey on a variety of small
animals, usually fish or waterfowl, and
they eat carrion, including salmon, deer,
and cattle.

This pair of bald eagles spotted by
the Banaskys in December sit in a field
on Mark Road and are part of a larger
migratory group that descend on Cal-
ifornia every winter.

In front of a
group of Madera
County Supervi-
sors, members of
the Golden Val-
ley Chamber of
C o m m e r c e ,
Madera Chamber
of Commerce
and others, repre-
sentatives of Mc-
Caffrey Homes
took a giant pair
of scissors on
Friday, Jan. 20 and cut a ribbon signifying
that their Santerra neighborhood is open for
prospective home shoppers.

The neighborhood that will be com-
prised of approximately 100 homes is the
first to open in a development that will
eventually have over 6,500 homes when

fully built out. It
has been in the
works for the last
year and McCaf-
frey personnel
said that new
h o m e o w n e r s
could move in as
early as this
spring, weather
permitting. The
Santerra neigh-
borhood features
four floorplans,

starting in the low $300,000s. The devel-
opment also includes plans for schools,
shopping, entertainment, businesses, parks
and hiking and biking trails. Also unique to
Riverstone is a community clubhouse
called “The Lodge” that will be available to
community members for special events.

On hand for a ribbon cutting for the grand opene-
ing of McCaffrey Homes at Riverstone at Highway 41
and Avenue 12 is a collection of Madera County Super-
visors, officials from Mc Caffrey Homes and others.

Riverstone’s First Neighborhood
Opens with Ribbon Cutting

By Randy Bailey

Is the drought over? Are we close?
According to the U.S. Drought Moni-

tor provided by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture … maybe.

The combination of snow and rain that
have blanketed California in recent days
have made a major impact on parts of Cal-
ifornia. According to the Jan. 19 Drought
Monitor analysis, all of northern California
north of Interstate
80 is now free of
drought. This is the
first time since Dec.
20, 2011. Addition-
ally, if this storm
continues, possibly
through March, the
Drought Monitor
predicts “substan-
tial drought relief is
possible.” Of course, to completely replen-
ish reservoirs and ground water, scientists
still believe it’s going to take multiple years
of above-average rain and snow to com-
pletely end the state's seemingly perennial
drought.

Although good news for Northern Cal-
ifornia, what about Central California? The
Drought Monitor reveals many parts of
Southern and Central California recovered
by at least one drought category during this
same period. To put in perspective the im-
pact of this latest storm, on Jan. 3 nearly 82
percent of California was experiencing at
least “abnormally dry conditions.” By Jan.

10 that number had dropped to 65 percent.
On the other end of the spectrum during this
same time period, 18.31 percent of the state
was in “exceptional drought,” the highest
level. By Jan. 10 that percentage had
dropped to 2.13 percent. By comparison,
last January 44.84 percent of California was
in the highest category on the scale.

In the Sierra Nevada, there are eight
stations set up specifically to measure pre-
cipitation and they are measuring at a

record pace. The
water year begins
on Oct. 1 and in the
northern Sierra
through Jan. 10 the
measurements are
at 218 percent of
average. This is the
most precipitation
on record for that
time period. And

the rest of California is feeling it as well.
During the same period, Bakersfield has
measured almost 4 inches, an inch and a
half above average, and Fresno is at 7.57
inches, more than double its normal aver-
age. Add to this the National Weather Serv-
ice in Reno saying this was the biggest
snowstorm to hit the Sierra in six years and
multiple locations have snowfall totals over
200 inches.

Finally, according to California's De-
partment of Water Resources, Hensley Lake
is at 189 percent to average through Jan. 11
and Millerton Lake is at 144 percent.

Something’s happening.

Is the Drought Over? Maybe ...

Photo courtesy of Bill Whyman
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OPEN LATEMON-SUN
FOR WORKINGPEOPLELIKE YOU!1/17

“Quality & Customer Service is Our Motto” • We are YOUR Feed Store! all prices exp. 2/22/17
except where noted and
are subject to change

Current Hay Prices per Bale

3V Feed is your premier hay supplier of Alfalfa,
Orchard Grass, Oat Hay, Timothy Hay, Wheat

Hay, Sudan Grass, Straw and others!

(All hay prices per bale and subject to change)

Hours: Monday-Saturday 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.; Sunday 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Madera Ranchos
We are YOUR Store!

economy

$249/ton•$5.49/bag

Premium

GOLDEN
FIRE

$299/ton

3VFeed.com • facebook.com/3VFeed • Quality & Customer Service is Our Motto • 3VFeed.com
2% cash back • does your feed store do that? • 2% cash back • does your feed store do that?

2%cashback•doesyourfeedstoredothat?•2%cashback•doesyourfeedstoredothat?
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wood stove pellets

WOOD
PELLETS

$379.95
ALFALFA
pellets

$7.99

ALFALFA
cubes

$399.95
per ton

40 Lb. bag

(with this coupon)
per ton - GMO FREE!

HEN
SCRATCH

$16.99
Farmstyle
dog food

Timothy Hay (Oregon) ...............................................
Orchard Grass (Oregon) ...........................................
Bermuda Grass ....................................................
Alfalfa ....................................................................
Straw .....................................................................
Oat Hay (Heavy Bales) ................................................
Cattle Alfalfa .........................................................
Cattle Oat Hay .....................................................

$21.99
$19.99
$11.99
$11.50
$ 8.99
$ 8.49
$ 8.49 (and up)

$ 4.99 (and up)

$5 OFF
HORSE FEED

NUTRENA

$28.99
DOG FOOD

DIAMOND

CHICK Season is HERE!

First Arrivals Febru
ary 8!

All of our
Chicks will be
vaccinated this

year

(with this coupon)

(with this coupon - Beef & Rice ONLY)

ALL
GET2% BACK ON

YOUR PURCHASESask us how

An estimated 600 Madera County res-
idents will learn they have cancer this year
and getting to their scheduled treatment
will be their greatest concern. To help pa-
tients get to the critical care they need
without additional stress, the American
Cancer Society “Road to Recovery” pro-
gram can help provide free transportation
to and from treatment for people who have
cancer and who do not have a ride or are

unable to drive themselves.
“One cancer patient requiring radia-

tion therapy could need between 20 to 30
trips to treatment over the course of six
weeks,” said Donna Gavello, Program
Manager, Mission Delivery for the Amer-
ican Cancer Society. “A patient receiving
chemotherapy may need weekly treatment
for up to a year.”

Many cancer patients may be elderly

“Road to Recovery” Helps Patients and unable to drive, too ill to drive, or have
no family members or friends who are able
to provide regular assistance with trans-
portation. The Road to Recovery program
provides transportation options for patients
in dire situations and currently is in need
of volunteer drivers in Madera County, es-
pecially those who are willing to drive pa-
tients to treatment in Fresno. Volunteer
drivers donate their time and the use of
their cars so patients can receive the life-
saving treatments they need. Drivers also

provide encouragement and support.
To volunteer, you must have a valid

driver’s license, a safe and reliable vehi-
cle, and proof of automobile insurance.
Drivers must be 18 years of age or older
and have a good driving history. They
arrange their own schedules and can com-
mit as many or as few hours as their sched-
ule allows. The American Cancer Society
provides free training to drivers and con-
ducts criminal background and driving
record checks.



Click on “Local News” at

WIN FREE PROPANE!

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________
Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2017. Delivery must be by August 31, 2017.

Must be a Valley Propane customer.

WIN 125 GALLONS OF PROPANE

MMAAIILL  TTOO::  VVaalllleeyy  PPrrooppaannee  ••  3377222211  AAvvee..  1122  ##11DD
MMaaddeerraa,,  CCAA  9933663366
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Dear Editor:
The following will serve to address Su-

pervisor Tom Wheeler's criticism of Dale
Drozen and his DOG Report:

Many feel that Supervisor Wheeler's
comments regarding Dale Drozen's retire-
ment income are inappropriate, irrelevant,
suggestive of pension-envy and unbecoming
of a representative of the people. However,
many would agree with the Supervisor's
statement that most cities and counties,
throughout our country, are struggling with
costs of supporting government employee
pensions as retirees are living longer and the
army of retirees are beginning to outnumber
the taxpayers who are working to support
them. All the more reason for our County Su-
pervisors and staff to be frugal and fiscally
responsible with the peoples’ money. Super-
visor Farinelli reminded us in his Christmas
letter dated Dec. 19, 2016, that our County
"faced bankruptcy" a short time ago and that
should raise more concern for County Su-
pervisors and Staff to be fiscally responsible
with the peoples’ money. On Dec. 21, 2016,
the Sierra Star reported that Supervisor Fra-
zier cautioned County staff to remain vigilant
on fiscal conservatism in relation to the OHV
[Off Highway Vehicle] Park project.

Supervisor Wheeler disputed what Mr.
Drozen reported in regard to a proposed land
lease by the County for an OHV Park project.

On Dec. 21, 2016, the Sierra Star quoted
County CEO Eric Flemming as follows:
"The County will lease the Jameson property
(proposed property for the operation of the
OHV Park) for $1 - $25,000 per month, but
the County won't pay those amounts. The
County will ask the owner to waive the
monthly lease amount."

One can plainly see how confusing this
is to constituents. Why would the owner of
the property execute a lease with no teeth and
one that would allow the County to easily
wiggle out? Mr. Drozen's report indicates that
the County must prove possession of the
property in order to apply for a grant. So per-
haps the purpose of the lease is to prove to
the granting agency that the County has pos-
session of the property by virtue of a lease
document and nothing more. Maybe that can
be clarified by the County. For taxpayers, the
biggest issue regarding this project is the lack
of planning and information available. As
Mr. Drozen points out: "When asked where
profits would go, we were told into the gen-
eral fund; when asked how much, it was clear
they had no idea, no business plan or any idea
when they would have one."

Is this true? Or if a plan exists, why
wouldn't the Supervisor make it available to
the taxpayers? Don't taxpayers have the right
to demand this information since they are
footing the bill for this project? Another con-

stituent asked for information on the basic
layout of the facility. As a businessman and
Supervisor of our County, I'm sure the Su-
pervisor will agree that these are valid con-
cerns on the part of his constituents.

Another confusing aspect to this project
is that Supervisor Rogers was quoted as say-
ing: "We have no intention of the County
running this as a business. We plan, as a
County … to allow people in the private in-
dustry, who want to run this to do so." (Sierra
Star, Dec. 21, 2016)

If that is the case, the Supervisors can
tell the people how many prospects have
come forward, to date, who are willing to
take on this project. A responsible Board and
staff would require these prospects to submit
background information, business history, fi-
nancials, an operating plan and projections.
Where are these documents?

There is a consensus that there is no
OHV park in existence in California that is
NOT subsidized by the taxpayers. Can the
Supervisors confirm or deny this with docu-
mented proof? Supervisor Wheeler states:
"… and we did do a study a few years ago
asking you citizens what Madera needed and
wanted. Recreating was at the top!" Con-
stituents report that they have asked repeat-
edly to see this "study," but no "study" has
been provided to the taxpayers. Perhaps this
"study" exists, but it does seem a little dis-
jointed to constituents since Madera County
is surrounded by one of the greatest recre-
ational sites in the world, in addition to many
parks, lakes, hiking trails and other recre-
ational facilities within the County.

The Supervisor states: "Since my 10
years of being a Supervisor, I've been asked
more times for an OHV park than any other
thing ..." This may be true, however con-
stituents may not see this as a need to sacri-
fice and risk so much to satisfy a special
interest group. Many of us would love to
have a world class shopping facility, a few
big box stores, cultural center and opera
house a half mile away, so we won't have to
travel long distances to get to these facilities,
but that is not realistic. This can't be done
without giving up the peace, tranquility,
small town ambiance, low crime rate and
other benefits. So, we must make compro-
mises.

Perhaps those who have a genuine,
burning desire to drive fast on dirt, create ex-
cruciating noise, pollute the air with the
stench of gasoline and hot engines, kick up
huge amounts of dust and dirt, and scare the
wildlife out of existence will consider living
in an area where all this is compatible with
the community. Hopefully their new com-
munity won't have an issue with the cost of li-

Please see LETTERS on P. 13
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By Randy Bailey

I’m tired.
This election has taken it out of

me. But it’s not what you might think
that has fatigued me so. It wasn’t
month after month of campaigning or
the candidate debates or the incessant
talking heads on the radio and TV. It
wasn’t the negative political commer-
cials. It wasn’t the positive political
commercials.

It was “them.” The folks who had
(and still have) a political belief con-
trary to mine.

Now, before you jump to any con-
clusions, I’m not saying I have a prob-
lem with people who have different
beliefs. From the time I have been old
enough to formulate a political thought
there have people who have had op-
posing views. All I’ve ever asked --
and what I expect of myself -- is that
you can back up what you’re saying.
Believing your belief because you be-
lieve it may work for you but I believe
I’m going to need a bit more.

Something happened this election.
In the past there have always been op-
posing views -- I remember holding
many of them -- but we could always
discuss them. We could talk to each
other, usually didn’t agree, but then
walked away still friends.

Not this time.
This time lines were drawn. Sides

were taken. There was no gray area.
There was no meeting in the middle. It
was “my way or the highway.”

It was “them.”
“They” wouldn’t let me put a

Trump sticker on my own car out of
fear that my car would be vandalized. I
couldn’t put a similar sign in front of
my house for the same reason. I went
to Hometown Buffet in Clovis (before
it closed down) with my wife and was
wearing a “Reagan/Bush ‘84” T-shirt
my daughter gave me. A black gentle-
man eating at the restaurant became
agitated and said loudly to his friend,
“Look at this ni**er here wearing a
Reagan shirt. What the f*ck?” I’d
never been called that before. I felt like
a rap artist.

I also have never worn the shirt
again.

What’s different now is this mis-
placed idea that you’re not only enti-
tled to your opinion but that you
somehow have the right to demand
your opinion be carried out -- forced
upon others if necessary -- regardless
of laws, decorum, consideration, em-
pathy ... the list goes on and on.

When Donald Trump won the
election -- and with 304 electoral col-
lege votes to Hillary’s 227, he did win
the election -- I thought (mistakenly),
“Alright. It’s over. Closure at last!”

Wrong.
Winning an election by the system

Goodbye Mr. Nice Guy

“We must act
today in order

to preserve
tomorrow.

And let
there be

no misunder-
standing --

we are going
to begin to

act,
beginning

today.”

Editorial

we have had in place for over 240 years
wasn’t going to work for “them.” They
pleaded with electors to change their
votes. When that didn’t work they set
about formulating ways to disrupt the
inauguration, including chastising any-
one who elected to perform for the new
president.

See? It was their way or no way.
I didn’t vote for Barrack Obama,

but I also didn’t protest his election. I
didn’t march in the streets. I didn’t ca-
jole electors to change their minds. I
didn’t berate Beyonce and Jay-Z for
choosing to perform at the new presi-
dent’s inaugural balls. Like a nice guy
I just thought, “Four years from now.
We’ll get ‘em next time.”

Well, goodbye Mr. Niceguy. I’m
not going to go out of my way to en-
gage people with opposing viewpoints,
but I sure as heck am not going to po-
litely suffer in silence. Like Barrack
Obama said to John McCain back in
2009: “I won.”
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A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
• Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com
The re ’ s a r ea son I don ’ t

wa tch award shows anymore and
i t ’ s l a rge ly because I ge t an eye
tw i t ch eve ry t ime one o f those
a r rogan t and in su f f e r ab l e l i t t l e
l i be r a l da r l i ngs o f Ho l lywood
dec ide s to use the i r accep t ance
speech as a bu l l y pu lp i t . They
t a lk to us l i ke they a lone have
the answers to the wor ld ’s prob-
lems. I f we jus t do what they say
we can e l im ina t e pove r ty and
hunge r ( t hey have p l ayed an
economics professor in a movie ,
a f t e r a l l ) , s ave the env i ronment
(we ’ r e ju s t one more ce l eb r i t y
f i l l ed documenta ry away f rom a
rea l so lu t ion) and everyone ge t s
a new puppy .

I may no t have wa tched the
Go lden Globes , bu t hav ing a l -
ways admi red
Mery l S t r eep ’ s
t a l en t I d id
wa tch he r ac -
cep t t he Cec i l
B . DeMi l l e
award . I t had
the d i s t i n -
gu i shed hono r
of making both
o f my eyes
twi tch .

She ac tua l ly had the nerve to
say she (and everyone e l se pres -
en t ) a r e v i l i f i ed . She used tha t
word . Eviden t ly Hol lywood , for -
e igners and the press a re among
the mos t v i l i f i ed in soc ie ty . I ’m
not sure which soc ie ty she i s re -
fe r r ing to , bu t I ’d k ind of l ike to
v i s i t .

Whe re to s t a r t … where to
s ta r t . Okay , I ’ l l jus t go in order :

You th ink Hol lywood is v i l i -
f i ed? You a re s t and ing on a
s t age in f ron t o f you r many
peers whi le mi l l ions of your ad-
mi r e r s wa t ch f rom home , hang -
ing on your every word , and you
th ink tha t mee t s t he de f in i t i on
o f v i l i f i ed? Ho l lywood i s no t
v i l i f i ed . A group of peop le who
are unwil l ing to accept any point
o f v i ew o the r than the i r own i s
no t v i l i f i ed .

When i t comes to fore igners
I th ink you’re confus ing real l i fe
w i th those b ig -budge t ac t i on
f i lms whe re eve ry bad guy i s a
fo r e igne r (Hypoc r i sy , pa r t y o f
one ! Hypoc r i sy , pa r ty o f one ! ) .

Hollywood Bullies in the Pulpit

I f you rea l ly th ink tha t the aver -
age Amer i can ju s t na tu r a l l y
ha tes fore igners , then you aren’ t
l i s t en ing . The i r p rob lem is wi th
i l l ega l immig ran t s . I l l ega l .
Tha t ’ s a p re t t y b ig d i s t i nc t i on
tha t you ’ r e igno r ing . I be t i t
makes you fee l smug to ac t l ike
you accept a l l people , regard less
o f the i r cu r r en t s t a t e o f l awfu l -

ness . I wonder ,
t hough , wou ld
you be as ac -
cep t i ng i f a
group of c r imi -
na l s broke in to
your house and
w o u l d n ’ t
l e ave? Wou ld
you see the
d i s t i n c t i o n
then?

I f i nd i t h i l a r i ous tha t you
t a lk abou t t he p re s s be ing v i l i -
f i ed . Tha t ’ s some pre t t y bad
p re s s . Doesn ’ t i t t ake the p re s s
to g ive you bad p re s s? I sme l l
i r ony . Pe rhaps jou rna l i s t s and
news out le ts who are tasked with
repor t ing the news shou ld make
an ef fo r t to avo id sneak ing b ias
and op in ion in to the i r s t o r i e s
and hoping no one would no t ice .
The re ’ s a d i f f e r ence be tween
be ing v i l i f i ed and be ing ca l l ed
ou t fo r no t do ing you r job – o r
do you no t r ecogn i ze tha t d i s -
t inc t ion e i the r?

I ’m t i r ed o f the se “A-L i s -
t e r s ” p re t end ing to be nob l e .
They c la im tha t they unders tand
wha t t he unseen and unhea rd
masses a re go ing through . What
do they know abou t be ing un -
seen and unhea rd? They a re
ce lebr i t i e s ! The i r en t i re success
i s dependen t on o the r s be ing
ab le to see and hear them.

They want to be the voice for

They want to be the voice
fo r the vo i ce l e s s , wh i ch
wou ld be admi rab l e excep t
t hey rea l l y on l y wan t to be
the vo ice o f those who also
happen to agree wi th them.

Please see GEN WHY on P. 13
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www.ranchosdental.net
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559-645-5320

37144 Ave. 12, Suite 104
Madera Ranchos

Matthew Pia, D.D.S.

“Thank you for an amazing
20 years Madera Ranchos!”

Happy New Year!

Our dedicated Doctor and Staff look forward to many
more years of making smiles beautiful and bright.
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The Bookshelf

By Amanda Judd

The Ranchos Library is off to an excel-
lent start in 2017. We have already started
preparation for the 27th Annual Flatlanders
Craft Fair. We have vendor booth applica-
tions available at the library. We can also
send applications to you via email. If you
have questions or need an application, stop
by the library or give us a call and we can get
one to you. We are very excited to get mov-
ing forward with the Craft Fair this year and
hope that you all will take the time to come
out and join the community and stop in the
library for a visit. Friends of the Ranchos Li-
brary will also be hosting their annual book
sale and will be set up in front of the library.
The Flatlanders Craft Fair will be held on Sat-
urday, May 13 in the Maywood Shopping
Center.

The Ranchos Library has also been
doing some research about hosting a Paint
Night. Paint Night would help raise funds for
Friends of the Ranchos Library and at the end
of the session each person that attended
would go home with a painting of their very
own creation. If this sounds like something
you would be interested in participating in,

please contact the library and we can provide
you with additional information and details.

We have received our theme for the
2017 Summer Reading Program. This year
we are
going to be
“Reading
by De-
sign.” The
theme is
inspired by
individuals
that make
our world
a more in-
terest ing
and beauti-
ful place.
We hope
that chil-
dren will
explore au-
thors, ar-
ch i tec t s ,
engineers and inventors and be inspired to
create and design within our ever-changing
world.

With that being said, we are always

looking for contributors to help us fund our
Summer Reading Program. You may con-
tribute gift cards that can be awarded at
weekly drawings, funds to help us with our

w e e k l y
perform-
ances/ac-
t i v i t i e s
and our
g r a n d
prize. If
you would
like to do-
n a t e ,
p l e a s e
contact the
library for
further in-
formation.
Sponsors
will be
r e c o g -
nized on
p r o g r a m

materials that are distributed to partici-
pants. We also like to have volunteers to
help us during our programs as well. If you
would like to be a helping member in the

community, please contact the library for
further instructions. We can always use
help to set up and clean up and for those
who are in high school looking for their
community service hours; this is the per-
fect opportunity to do so.

Tax season is creeping upon us and in
the coming weeks IRS forms will be avail-
able. Ranchos Library will provide an update
as soon as those forms and booklets are avail-
able.

As always, Ranchos Library thanks you
all for your continued patronage and support.
We are looking forward to a very exciting
and successful 2017.

27th Annual Flatlanders Day Craft Fair Booth Applications Now Available

The
Madera Ranchos

Library

37167 Ave. 12 • 645-1214
Sun-Mon Closed

Tue 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Wed - Thu 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Fri-Sat 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.

www.MaderaCountyLibrary.org

The Flatlanders Day Craft Fair will be held on Saturday, May 13 in
the Maywood Shopping Center. You can get an application for a booth or
just have your questions answered by contacting the Ranchos Library at
645-1214.
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CA #441782

www.chadstrucking.com ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •
HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •

HUMUS •
BARK •

CHIPS •
RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •

COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •

CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •559-645-5363
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

1/
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Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

1/17 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TTIIRREEDD  OOFF  PPAAYYIINNGG
FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
the Ranchos Independent

Dip in for Super Bowl

by Jean Briner

Can you bel ieve i t  i s  Super
Bowl t ime already? I t  seems l ike
i t  was just  Thanksgiving and
Christmas.  Were we so caught up
in the elect ion and the af termath
that time got away from us? Or are
we just  get t ing older  and t ime is
flying away? I  remember growing
up, we kids would be wishing for
special  days to come – bir thdays,
Christmas or even Halloween (yes,
we had Hal loween,  even t r ick or
treat  back in “the old days”).  My
dad would tel l  us that  we should-
n’t  wish for  t ime to pass because
as  we got  older ,  i t  would pass
faster  every year .  I  sure  wish he
was here  so I  could apologize to
him for  thinking he had lost  his
mind.

Did your  team make i t  to  the
Super  Bowl? This  year  i t  wi l l  be
Super  Bowl LI  (51) ,  played on
Sunday,  Feb.  5  in  the NRG Sta-
dium in Houston, Texas. NRG Sta-
dium has a  seat ing capaci ty  of
71,995 with a  ret ractable  fabr ic
roof  that  can open or  c lose in
seven minutes. Ticket prices range
from End Zone upper  level (nose
bleed) for $3,738; Upper level 50-
yard l ine $5,031 to  50-yard l ine
Field level  f rom $10,280 to
$11,437. That’s each t icket,  ladies
and gent lemen! Then on top of
that  you have to purchase a park-
ing pass and food. Since you can’t
br ing food or  dr ink in  with you,
you ei ther  purchase i t  there  or
wait  unti l  the game is over.  If  you
are going to mortgage the house to
buy a  couple  of  t ickets ,  might  as
well  add a few bucks for food. At
the s tadium, the cost  of  a  small
beer  is  around $7.  A gr i l led
chicken sandwich will  run around
$18 and chicken tenders  about
$13.  They do al low ta i l -gat ing,
but  with real  s t r ic t  rules .  You
can’t  even sneak a  candy bar  in:
No backpacks,  handbags,  br ief-
cases, etc.  If  you need to take any-
thing in ,  i t  has  to  be in  a  c lear
Ziploc bag.

I f  you aren’ t  going to  the
Super Bowl game this  year ,  what
are you going to be doing? Going
to  a  par ty ,  having one of  your
own, or just staying home and yell
a t  the  TV by yourself?  Whatever
you do,  keep i t  s imple.  If  you are
serving food,  remember :  paper

plates,  plast ic  cutlery and paper
napkins. If you are serving drinks
that need cups, remember to write
the person’s name on the cup (use
a black Sharpie) so they won’t be
using too many. As the food goes,
keep it  simple also. Anything you
or your guest  can pick up with
your f ingers,  a  chip or  a  tooth-
pick.

A couple of my favorite dips:
Ro*Tel Queso Dip
1 can Ro*Tel  Original  Diced

Tomato & Green Chilies
1 pkg. (16 oz.)  Velveeta – Cut

into ½ in cubes.
In a  microwave-safe  bowl

combine the Ro*Tel  (do not
drain!)  and the cheese.  Cover
(using plast ic  wrap or  I  used a
salad plate)  and microwave on
high for  three minutes .  St i r  mix-
ture and continue cooking another
two minutes .  Remember when
handl ing this  bowl to  be sure  to
use pot  holders  as  the bowl wil l
be extremely hot.  I  wouldn’t  let  a
child handle this dish.  Serve with
your favorite tort i l la chips.

Seven Layer (or more) Dip –
extremely simple.

On a  f la t  plat ter  or  cookie
sheet,  layer the ingredients.

Refried beans
Canned chopped green chil ies
Guacamole – homemade or

purchased in a container.
Sour cream
Salsa
Shredded lettuce
Chopped tomatoes
Sliced green onions
Sliced olives
Shredded cheese – Any kind

you prefer – Monterey jack,  pep-
per jack, cheddar,  or I  use a Mex-
ican blend of  four  different
cheeses – your choice.

I  didn’t  put  any amounts  be-
cause i t  depends on how big the
container  is  you wil l  be using.
Just  you or  a  couple  of  f r iends
you’ll  only use a small  amount of
each. When I take i t  to a party,  I
usual ly  use a  large baking sheet

Please see RECIPE on P. 9

Click on “Local News” at 

20 HP • 30 HP • 60 HP
120 HP Tractors

16 FT Dump Trailer

www.cowboystock.net

We have the size for your job!

209-652-9043
Call for an estimate

1/
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chain link wood wrought iron

chain link • wood fence • wrought iron
privacy plus • gate operators

security windows • security doors • barbed wire
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• Borders
• Driveways
•Walkways
• Patios
• Pool Decks
• Large & Small Slabs
• Stamped Concrete
•Stained Concrete

Marty Owen -
The Concrete Guy

Marty has a passion for
creative concrete design.
Marty has been laying
concrete for 32 years and
has extensive experience
in every area of concrete,
from residential to
commercial.
Licensed & Bonded SCL#991137

1/
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and start with two cans of beans.
If you just don’t have t ime to

make anything, any of the Ranchos’
restaurants wil l make a party tray.
Or if all else fails , go to the frozen
foods section in the grocery store or
just get cheeses, crackers and cold
cuts . But above al l e lse , keep i t
simple and have a good time!

Some fr iends in the Ranchos,
Igal Treibatch and his wife Kath-
leen, sent us a recipe that real ly
sounds delicious and I am going to
pass it on to you.

Caramelized Apple Tarte Tatin
or The “Finger Likkin’ Gooood”
Apple Pie

4 Gala apples (or your favorite
apple will do)

½ C Sugar
½ stick butter
¼ tsp. salt
¼ tsp. vanilla
One pkg. puff pastry ( in the

freezer section of your market)
8-inch cast iron skil let (or any

skillet that is oven safe)
10-inch serving plate
Preheat oven to 375
Core and peel the apples , cut

RECIPE cont. from P. 8 them into quarters and immerse
them in cold water to keep them
from turning brown.

On your stove top, warm skillet
on medium/high heat. While warm-
ing, put the sugar, salt, vanilla and
butter in the skillet and with a
wooden spoon continuously stir the
mixture so it won’t burn. After a
few minutes you will see the sugar
and the butter incorporating and
slowly begin to caramelize, or turn
brown. Keep stirring the mixture as
it is turning brown, usually to a tof-
fee color. Remove from heat and set
aside. It is ok when the caramel bub-
bles and froths up while cooking.

Take the apples out of the water
and dab dry with a ki tchen towel
( insert ing wet ingredients into hot
caramel is not a good idea) . Place
all the apple wedges into the skillet
and replace the skillet on the stove
top at medium/high heat . Allow to
cook for 15 minutes af ter which
you turn the apples over and cook
another 15 minutes.

While the apples are carameliz-
ing in the skillet , take the puff pas-
try out and set i t on a flat surface.
Usually the package will have two
folded sheets. The pastry will have
to completely cover the ski l le t
when it is ready to go into the oven.
You may need to cut and connect
(using a dab of water) parts of the
second sheet to the first sheet so it
can fi t over the skil let . Do not try
to rework the pastry.

When ready, remove the skillet
from the stove top. Carefully place
the pastry sheet over the skillet and
with a knife, cut the pastry around
the outside edge and place the left-
overs aside. With the wooden
spoon, tuck the edges of the dough
into the sides of the ski l le t (when
baked you will be turning the skil-
le t over to place the pie on top of
the crust , so having a l i t t le edge
will keep the juices from spill ing).
With your knife, puncture six to 10
holes to allow the steam out while
baking. Bake for 20 minutes or
until the dough is golden brown.

Take out of oven and set aside
for 15 minutes to cool . Place the
serving plate over the ski l le t and
using plenty of hand protect ion,
with care flip the skillet over so the
pie ends up on the serving plate.

They say serving it warm with a
scoop of vani l la ice cream goes a
long way because i t looks and
smells so good decorations are not
necessary.
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Click on “Local News” at

By Betty Van Valkenburg

The Tea Party movement burst on the
scene in 2009 to protest the mounting na-
tional debt and two massive proposals that
would add to that debt: (1) A federal
takeover of “healthcare” and; (2) A multi-
billion-dollar “stimulus package.” It ap-
peared that, at last, freedom-loving citizens
had awakened to the dangers of the over-
reaching, out-of-control, dictatorial federal
government and that they were, finally,
mad enough to do something about it.

Obamacare
Americans across the country came to-

gether to inform fellow citizens about the
dangers of the looming healthcare
takeover. But it turned out that even a large
grassroots movement including the Tea
Party and a more-informed and motivated
citizenry were no
match for the power-
hungry Democrats,
liberals, progres-
sives, president and
entrenched congres-
sional leadership.

It mattered not
that there was a na-
tional outcry against
the proposed healthcare takeover and that
Republicans worked to elect Senator Scott
Brown to assure the number of votes
needed to defeat it. In the end, Nancy Pelosi
and Harry Reid used a rules “maneuver” to
allow the bill to pass, in the dead of night,
with a simple majority rather than a two-
thirds vote and with not a single Republi-
can voting for it. The largest and most
personally intrusive program in our history
was politicized and trivialized to a “gotcha”
moment!

Thus was born what was totally mis-
named the Patient Protection and Afford-
able Care Act. Of course, we know that it is
un-affordable and protects special interests
rather than patients. Speaker Pelosi told us
they would have to pass the bill before we
would know what was in it. Well in 2017
we know what’s in it, and we hate it.

We want it completely repealed and
the president and congressional Republi-
cans promise to do just that. Hooray for
them! Let’s help in any way possible to see
that they prevail over the coming onslaught
from the left.

Unfortunately, they also promise to re-
place it and the question becomes: Replace
it with what? If it’s another total healthcare

“system” then we’re in trouble.
A monstrosity the size of Obamacare

cannot and should not be replaced. It con-
trols insurance providers, patients, insur-
ance policies, doctors, employers,
employees, insurance costs, hospitals, in-
surance purchasers, medical schools, nurs-
ing homes and more, adds taxes that drive
up medical costs, pits young against old, re-
quires us to buy insurance or pay a tax, uses
the hated IRS as the enforcer and pays off
unions to boot.

If the Republicans drastically cut reg-
ulations and pass legislation to return con-
trol to the states, individuals and medical
professionals – where it rightly belongs –
then we are on track to healthcare freedom.

Some specifics being discussed seem
to be sound and within their federal au-
thority, but once they get their hands on the

reins and start writ-
ing “replacement”
legislation for real,
with all 535 legisla-
tors and the special
interests weighing in,
the result could be-
come Obamacare II.
They are already
promising to keep

some Obamacare provisions “because they
are popular,” including keeping adults on
their parents’ insurance plans, an idea
which conservatives ridiculed when pro-
posed by President Obama.

Imposing laws on all because they are
“popular” with some does not sound like
good public policy but like politics as
usual.

As always, it is up to us to stay in-
formed and to tell our representatives what
we want. We know that politicians of both
parties have a way of turning simple propo-
sitions into convoluted nightmares. Let’s
encourage our representatives and the pres-
ident-elect to get the federal government
out of the healthcare business. It has no
place in healthcare decisions.

Stimulus Package
Meanwhile, the American Recovery

and Reinvestment Act, AKA the stimulus
package, ostensibly to fund shovel-ready
construction, has spent enormous sums
with not much to show for the boondoggle
slush fund. President Obama himself
laughed while admitting that perhaps the
jobs weren’t so shovel-ready after all.

1/
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Repeal, but please
don’t replace!

Please see TEA on P. 13

Imposing laws on all because
they are “popular” with some does
not sound like good public policy
but like politics as usual.
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Great family events!
February 18 --- Family Day at Magic Mountain
April 8 --------- Spring Festival 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
April 16 ------- "Sonrise" Service 7 a.m. - and Pancake

Breakfast
May 14 -------- Mother's Day Celebration
June 5-9 ------- Vacation Bible School
June 18 -------- Father's Day Celebration
July 4 ---------- Independence Day Family BBQ &

Fireworks
July 28 ---------Family Movie Night
August 4, 11 -- Family Movie Night
September 10 - 9/11 Memorial
September 17 - National "Back to Church" Sunday -

Friend Day
October 28 ---- Harvest Festival 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

November 12 -- Veterans' Day - Honoring those
who served

November 18 -- Thanksgiving Dinner 5 p.m.
December 9 ---- Christmas Party
December 24 ---Candlelight Service 6:30 p.m.

Weekly Ministries
Sunday School - 9 a.m.

Sunday Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Tuesday - Dorcas Sewing Circle 9 a.m.

Wednesday - Life Apps - 6:30 p.m. for all ages
(No School, No Mid-Week)

Wednesday - Ladies Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
(No School, No Mid-Week)

Men's Breakfast - The 1st Saturday
of every month at 9 a.m.

from Golden Valley Baptist Church
Corner of Road 37 & Cloverleaf • 559-645-1700 • www.GoldenValleyBaptistChurch.com

Save the 2017 dates below and join us Sunday mornings at 10:30 a.m. for
a casual family worship experience at Golden Valley Baptist Church!
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Hello 93636,
Yesterday a 2009 Chevrolet Mal-

ibu with a 2.4-liter dual overhead
camshaft with Variable Camshaft Tim-
ing (VCT) rolled into the shop. The
customer's complaint was the "Check
Engine" lamp was on. I retrieved trou-
ble codes P0010 (Camshaft Position
Actuator Circuit Open - Bank 1) and
P0011 (Timing Over-Advanced Bank
1). Looks like we have a VCT Actuator
problem.

VCT camshafts are controlled elec-
tronically by actuators that direct high
pressure engine oil
into camshaft
phasers. The
phaser then ad-
vances or retards
the camshaft up to
30 degrees by ro-
tating the camshaft
from its base posi-
tion. Some VCT
benefits are in-
creased engine per-
f o r m a n c e ,
increased fuel effi-
ciency and lower
emissions. In addi-
tion, engines that
use VCT technol-
ogy for the exhaust camshaft do not re-
quire exhaust gas recirculation valves.
Retarding the exhaust camshaft
achieves the same net result.

What is the function of the VCT
actuator? It's a gate. When it's open, oil
passes freely into the phaser. When it's
closed the flow of oil is blocked. The
actuator movement is controlled by the
actuator solenoid. TECH TIP. Before I
continue, I would like to discuss oil
viscosity. Simply put, viscosity is the
oil's resistance to flow. The higher the
viscosity (50 weight) the slower it
flows. If the oil flows too slowly it can
adversely affect the operation of the
hydraulic phasers and actuators.
Thicker oil, dirty oil or low oil can all
cause engine performance problems
and set trouble codes. WARNING!
Only use the oil that is the correct vis-
cosity for your engine.

Our code is an electrical circuit
code so I'm not concerned with the oil.

Actuator Action

One of the VCT diagnostic tests asked
me to perform a resistance check of the
actuator solenoid. That means discon-
necting the solenoid's electrical harness
so I can connect an ohmmeter to the so-
lenoid’s two electrical terminals. The
specification is 5-9 ohms of resistance
at ambient temperature. No way am I
doing that test. Old school! I want to
test the complete circuit intact. Testing
of engine components and circuits
should be performed at operating tem-
perature and during operational stress.
The better test is to use a Lab Scope and
Low Current Amp Probe. According to
Ohm’s Law, if I divide 12 (system volt-
age) by 9 (resistance specification) the
current (flow of electrons) will be 1.3
amps. The Current Amp probe will
measure the circuit’s current. Our sole-
noid has only two wires: power and
ground. Since current flow is identical
throughout the entire circuit it doesn't

matter which wire I
test. I placed my
Current Amp probe
around one of the
wires and activated
the solenoid. Zero
current. That's it,
we found the prob-
lem. The Intake
VCT actuator sole-
noid is defective
open. Just to back
up my test, I also
tested the identical
actuator solenoid
for the exhaust
camshaft. Perfect –
1.3 amps.

A few months back a Subaru Out-
back came into the shop. The transmis-
sion had a heavy shudder when driving
away from a stop. Unknown to me, she
had been to several other shops prior.
All recommended the replacement of
the transmission at a cost of about
$10,000. The transmission module was
under the dash and easy to access. I
placed my Current Amp probe around
the single blue Torque Converter
Clutch (TCC) Solenoid driver circuit
and test drove. There it was. The Sub-
aru TCC solenoid failure was the oppo-
site of the Malibu VCT solenoid failure.
The TCC solenoid was shorted to
ground so the current was very high.
Easy fix at 1/8 the cost. Just for fun I
decided to test both of the Malibu VCT
solenoids “Old School” with the ohm-
meter. You guessed it, both PASSED at
the exact same value. Ten years ago, ISAY YOU SAW IT IN

the Ranchos Independent Please see HANDS on P. 16
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Since 1985 • We are a California STAR Station
Emissions Testing and Repair • We employ only ASC Certified Technicians

Call for an estimate and appointment • Check us out on FaceBook
www.completecarcarefresno.com

CChheecckk  oouutttthhiiss  mmoonntthh’’ss""IInn  GGoooodd  HHaannddsswwiitthh  WWaarrrreenn  PPaarrrr""aarrttiiccllee  ffoorr  uusseeffuullTTeecchh  TTiippss..

NAPA 24
 month/

24,000 m
ile warr

anty.

Most repa
irs on

most veh
icles.

Free pic
kup & de

livery

from 93
636.

10% OFF BRAKE JOBPARTS & LABOR
WITH THIS COUPON • EXP. 2/24/17

Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting

Concrete Foundations & Flatwork 1/
17

As I was considering this ar-
ticle, it occurred to me this ad-
vanced diagnostic testing is
something 93636 "Do it your-
selfers" can do for a relatively
low investment ... It's called
"Uscope." Google or YouTube
“Uscope” and check it out ... A
Uscope would be the best be-
lated Christmas gift of all time.
Just saying.
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Be a Crab Feed “600” Sponsor

Is your business going to the Crab Feed? For $600 you get a table for
10, get to put your company banner up at the event, have your name
listed at every table, have your table introduced at the event and be
listed in the Ranchos Independent. Call 645-4001.

Friday, March 3 • 6 p.m.

At the beautiful DANTE CLUB
No-Host Bar • Music • Auctions

Your $50 ticket includes Crab, Salad, Pasta, Bread and Dessert!
Tables of 10 are available for your Business or Group. Business Sponsorships are also available. Call for info.

Proceeds go to the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce. The Annual Crab Feed always sells out
so get your tickets early! You can get your tickets at the Chamber office, the Ranchos Independent,

Ranchos Pizza Factory or the Ranchos Café. 1/17

The 14th Annual Chamber

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at
our next meeting, always the second Wednesday of the month at 6:30
p.m. 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C. Call us at 645-4001.

Call the Chamber for more information. 645-4001
New Chamber Member
The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce

would like to welcome the newest member to
the Madera Ranchos business family

Krista Polach --
Plexus Worldwide, Inc.
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Tired of SURPRISE Pool Maintenance Charges?

Local Ranchos Residents - “We know Ranchos water!”

JungleJan51@yahoo.com
Licensed • Insured • Sorry, no vinyl pools

Let take the
surprise OUT of maintaining YOUR pool!

JJUUNNGGLLEE  JJAANN’’SS  PPOOOOLL  SSEERRVVIICCEE
CCAALLLL  FFOORR  FFRREEEE  WWAATTEERR  AANNAALLYYSSIISS  &&  EESSTTIIMMAATTEE

555599--447744--99003333  •• 555599--994422--33009988
1/17

CCoosstt  ooff  ffeeeeddiinngg  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd  ttoo  aaggee  1188::CCoosstt  ooff  ffeeeeddiinngg  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd  ttoo  aaggee  1188::

CCoosstt  ooff  ccllootthhiinngg  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd  ttoo  aaggee  1188::

CCoosstt  ooff  ddrriivviinngg  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd  ttoo  aaggee  1188::CCoosstt  ooff  ddrriivviinngg  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd  ttoo  aaggee  1188::

KKnnoowwiinngg  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd  wwiillll  ssttiillll  bbee  aalliivvee
tthhee  ddaayy  aafftteerr  hhiigghh  sscchhooooll  ggrraadduuaattiioonn::

CCoosstt  ooff  ccllootthhiinngg  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd  ttoo  aaggee  1188::

$43,758

$14,688

$36,918

Priceless
Liberty High Sober Graduation 2017 needs your help.

From donations of gifts to donating your time, what a
wonderful way to keep our kids safe on one of the most
dangerous nights of their lives.

For more information contact:

KKnnoowwiinngg  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd  wwiillll  ssttiillll  bbee  aalliivvee
tthhee  ddaayy  aafftteerr  hhiigghh  sscchhooooll  ggrraadduuaattiioonn::

Diana Mendoza
at 559-355-6109

or Stephanie Workman
at 559-709-1477

1/17

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent 

Now President Trump proposes to
spend a trillion dollars on infrastructure –
including schools, the authority over which
he promised to return to the states. That’s a
trillion with a “T,” while our debt is already
at a staggering $20 trillion with an
“OMG!” Some hope that Trump will cut
other spending to “pay” for this program
and that he will manage costs. If he gets

this passed by congress, doesn’t add to the
debt and spends only on legitimate federal
projects, then more power to him.

More power to us as we stay informed
and involved. All contact information for
representatives and other elected officials
is on their websites. They need direction
and encouragement.

For information and resources,
please visit www.teapartypatriots.org.

TEA cont. from P. 10

the  vo ice less ,  which  would  be  ad-
mi r ab l e  excep t  t hey  r ea l l y  on ly
want  to  be  the  vo ice  o f  those  who
a l so  happen  t o  ag r ee  w i th  t hem.
None  o f  t hem seem pa r t i cu l a r l y
dr iven  to  be  the  vo ice  o f  the  con-
se rva t i ve s  who  we re  shou t ed
down in  2008  and  2012 .  The  Hol -
lywood  e l i t e  don’ t  seem too  keen
to  s tand  up  and  ta lk  about  the  mi l -
l ions  o f  midd le  c lass  c i t i zens  who
los t  t he i r  hea l t h  i n su rance  be -
cause  o f  Obamacare  and  cou ldn’ t
a f fo rd  t he  s upposed ly  a f fo rdab l e
a l t e rna t ives .  What  abou t  the  peo-
p l e  who  l o s t  t he i r  j obs  because
the i r  emp loye r s  cou ldn ’ t  a f fo rd
the  a f fo rdab l e  hea l t h  i n su rance
e i t he r ?  Where  i s  t he i r  men t i on?
No ,  no ,  Mr .  and  Ms .  F amous
Ac to r  a r e  t oo  busy  demand ing
h igher  t axes  to  pay  fo r  a  bunch  o f
“ f ree”  s tu f f  tha t  comes  a t  the  cos t
o f  the  waning  midd le  c lass .  

I  k n o w  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  H o l l y -
w o o d  i s  f i r m l y  p l a n t e d  o n  t h e
l e f t  s i d e  o f  t h e  a i s l e .  I  d o n ’ t  e x -
p e c t  t h e m  t o  a g r e e  w i t h  m e  o n

m o s t  t h i n g s .  I  d o n ’ t  e x p e c t  t h e m
t o  r e l a t e  t o  u s  n o r m a l  p e o p l e .  I
j u s t  expec t  t he  ac to r s  t o  ac t  we l l ,
t h e  d i r e c t o r s  t o  d i r e c t  w e l l ,  t h e
s i n g e r s  t o  s i n g  w e l l ,  a n d  t h e  m u -
s i c i a n s  t o  p l a y  w e l l .  I  e x p e c t  t h e
c o m e d i e s  t o  m a k e  m e  l a u g h ,  t h e
t h r i l l e r s  t o  s c a r e  t h e  p a n t s  o f f
m e ,  a n d  t h e  d r a m a s  t o  m a k e  m e
c r y  a n d  f e e l  b e t t e r  a b o u t  m y  l i f e .
T h a t  i s  w h a t  I  p a y  t h e m  f o r ,  a n d
y e s ,  I  a b s o l u t e l y  p a y  t h e m .  W e
a l l  d o .  E v e r y  m o v i e  w e  g o  s e e ,
e v e r y  D V D  w e  b u y ,  e v e r y  m o n t h
w e  p a y  f o r  c a b l e ,  o r  N e t f l i x ,  o r
H u l u  i s  m o n e y  i n  H o l l y w o o d ’ s
p o c k e t .  P e r i o d .  T h e i r  j o b  i s  t o
e n t e r t a i n  a n d  d e l i g h t  u s  a n d  t h a t
i s  w h a t  t h e y  n e e d  t o  f o c u s  o n .
B u t  n o ,  t h e y  h a v e  t o  g o  a n d  l e c -
t u r e  t h e  w o r l d  a t  e v e r y  o p p o r t u -
n i t y  i n s t ead  o f  j u s t  s ay ing ,  “Hey ,
t h a n k s  f o r  t h i s  h o n o r .  I ’ m
b l e s s e d  I  g e t  t o  w o r k  a t  a  j o b
t h a t  n o t  o n l y  p a y s  m e  i n  m i l -
l i o n s ,  b u t  m a k e s  a  b u n c h  o f  p e o -
p l e  b e l i e v e  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  I  s a y
w h e t h e r  I ’ m  i n f o r m e d  o r  n o t .
T h i s  i s  a w e s o m e ! ”  

Whew,  I  f ee l  be t t e r  now.  

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

ability protection required for their enter-
tainment.

Regarding Mr. Drozen's comment:
"For some reason elected officials get all
starry eyed imagining their dream pet proj-
ect is what we need …" Certainly, every-
one understands the need for our elected
officials to fulfill some kind of legacy. But
what our elected officials should under-
stand is that the real heroes are those who
will strive to take care of our most needed
and necessary services – like fire protec-
tion – and rather than devoting time, tax-
payer dollars and valuable county
resources for a special interest project,
constituents would like to see this effort to-
ward necessary services without an in-
crease in their taxes.

Lastly, I would respectfully ask the
Supervisor not berate or chastise citizen
Drozen for his active participation in our
community. There are too few citizens par-
ticipating in and reporting on our County
issues and Mr. Drozen needs to be com-
mended for doing so. Considering that our
County Board of Supervisors and staff are
diligently fulfilling their duties in service
to our County, they should never be dis-
gruntled over correcting misinformation or
the fact that a citizen is participating and
reporting, but they should welcome any
and all opportunities to clarify issues and
work in harmony with constituents who
care most about our community.

Respectfully,

Terre Sparkman
Oakhurst

LETTERS cont. from P. 4
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Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only
$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast

Results
CALL NOW!

1/
17

37357 AVE. 12
MADERA RANCHOS
next to LEE KITCHEN

GLASS • PLASTIC • ALUMINUM
GLASS • PLASTIC • ALUMINUM

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY
10 A.M. - 5 P.M.1/

17

36734AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTOACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

1/17

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

Got a holding tank to fill?What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want towaste your preciouswell water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!

1/
17

The fork in the road for
SEMCU and why have two
SEMCU organizations and not
just one?

By Igal Treibatch

I would like to start by recounting the
need for and formation of SEMCU, South
East Madera County United, from the begin-
ning.

The initial and basic reason for the cre-
ation of SEMCU (a nonprofit organization)
was to deal with deteriorating water condi-
tions, a sustainable future and newly imposed
government regulations.

A Little History
Let me take you back to the Gold Rush

days, when California was giving away free
land to stake holders
in order to populate
the state, bring in
commerce and tax
revenue. That act
took away the gov-
ernment’s ability to
fully control our
most precious re-
source: water. Along
with the land, stake-
holders also got the right to the water so long
as it was for the beneficial use of the land
they were granted. So, a very large portion of
the water ended up in private hands and cor-
porations. Once the government gave these
rights away, it would be very difficult or im-
possible to take them back.

The effort by the state to regain control
over the water has taken several directions
with a recent one being the “IRWMP” (Inte-
grated Regional Water Management Plan –
Senate Bill 1672). It really is what I describe
as “the carrot and the stick” plan. In the past,
when a city, a county or a public agency was
in need of a grant from DWR (Department
of Water and Resources) to deal with ongo-
ing problems related to water or other re-
sources, an individual entity would simply
fill out the required forms and submit it on its
own. The request would be looked at and if
it met the right criteria it would be approved.
Today however, if you want to apply for a
grant, the “stick” is the “new rules” which

Two SEMCU
Nonprofits? Why ?

force everyone to work in an “integrated”
fashion and the carrot is the approval of a re-
quest for a grant and money for needed proj-
ects. For that purpose, all political borders
are now overlooked and the new boarders for
the IRWMP are the natural watershed areas
which may cross political borders. Their
point is to force all entities within a water-
shed area to work together toward sustain-
ability.

What then came to light is that South
East Madera and specifically all of the in-
clusive Ranchos community were going to
fall under the jurisdiction of Madera County
for any type of government assistance to deal
with any water or resource problem. Al-
though very willing, the County had to deal
with more than just the Ranchos and fund-
ing was not available.

As SB 1672’s rules were initiated, I was
involved with Madera County’s original
committee working on the set up of the
county’s agreement with the state. I found
that aside from public entities, nonprofit or-
ganizations would qualify as well. Being in
the Ranchos area since 1988 I realized that if
we didn’t look after ourselves it would be
very difficult to get things done. The idea of
setting up a nonprofit organization became
the direction we needed to take in order to
help and work together with the County on

much needed proj-
ects to achieve a sus-
tainable future.

SEMCU’s Goals
With the help of

dedicated commu-
nity activists – of
which we need more
– SEMCU (a
501(c)(3) as desig-
nated by the IRS)

came to being. To function correctly as per
the IRS, a nonprofit organization has to de-
fine its goals and characteristics for the IRS
to approve its existence since the IRS has dif-
ferent designations depending on the non-
profit’s goals. The initial thoughts ware to
apply for grants for needed projects around
the Ranchos in order to help and achieve sus-
tainability. The members then also brought
up the potential need for advocating projects.
That created a quandary since a 501(c)(3)
designation only allows minimal advocating
with wide range and ability to receive grants.
That is when the second SEMCU was
brought up. We found the nonprofit with a
501(c)(6) designation could advocate, but
will have minimal ability to apply for the
kind of grants we needed for the Ranchos,
therefore the decision was made by the
members to create a second SEMCU. In
short, we are now operating “SEMCU Foun-

Please see SEMCU on P. 16

The members of the two entities
... are acting in concert on the com-
mon goals while working and help-
ing to resolve community issues and
achieve a sustainable future.



www.The Ranchos.com

Page 15

674-1663
23338 Ave. 14

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service
Family Owned
Since 1976

1/17

Certified Pure Therapeutic Grade Essential Oils
100 percent All Natural • No Fillers or Harmful Additives

Do you suffer from:
Headaches • Pain • Allergies • Seizures • Arthritis

Heartburn • Weight Issues • Sleep Problems • Stress
Depression • Asthma • Colds & Flu • Indegestion

Menstrual Issues • Acne • Eczema • Skin Disorders
And Much More ...

Tina Shannon • Wellness Advocate

www.mydoterra.com/tinashannon • damaw3@yahoo.com1/17

Then I can help you!

645-4948 or 430-7131call

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent
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What’s Stopping Us?

I’ve never been a huge fan of running.
Doing something until I feel sick just isn’t ap-
pealing to me. None-the-less, I’ve done my
share of running. In Junior High I competed in
track and in High School I was up at the crack
of dawn running laps at the park next to our
house. Why? In High School, I did it for love.
My boyfriend lived across the street and if I
timed it right we could see each other for a few
minutes after my run and before he left in the
morning.

My motivation was obviously more about
relationships than a healthy body. At this point
in life (beyond midway), working on a healthy
body is … well, work! I don’t think I’m the
only one who feels that way. Getting healthy,
along with getting organized, are the two top
New Year’s resolutions ("2017 New Year’s
Resolutions: The Most Popular and How to
Stick to Them,” by Nicole Spector, NBC-
News.com). Most of us must resolve to do
those things because they don’t just happen
without great effort and will power.

But why is it that even when we resolve to
do them, we often don’t? What’s stopping us?
Part of the answer lies in our perspective. Do
we view the action as an end, or a means to an
end? My running was always a means to an
end. I had a motivation and a goal beyond the
action.

What’s the “why” behind your resolution?
Why do you want to get healthy? What could

you do more of with a healthy body?
Play with your kids/grandkids? Go for
a hike? What could you do less of? Take
less medications, miss less work? If get-
ting organized is your goal, what’s the
“why” behind that? What could you do
more of? Have people over? Have ac-
cess to the stuff you need? What could
you do less of? Spend time looking for
things? Pay fewer late fees?

Before you commit to a resolution,
or give up on one, consider the “why”
behind the goal. In fact, reframe your
goal so that it’s something you can get
excited about. Write it out and then list
the action steps that will help you get
there. For example: eat smaller portions;
purge the linen closet. Focus on the ben-
efits and remind yourself that the action
steps are a means to an end. An end that
will bring you pleasure.

Start with a goal that excites you,
list the action steps and then make them
manageable. In their book, Switch: How
to Change When Change is Hard, Chip
and Dan Heath talk about increasing
success by “shrinking the change.”
Rather than, “I’m going to start spend-
ing two hours at the gym every day,”
try, “I’m going to walk for 10 minutes
during my lunch hour” or, “Whenever I
park my car I’m going to park on the far
side of the lot.” It may seem miniscule
in relation to the overall goal, but start-
ing with something manageable, and
doing it, is much more beneficial than
giving up because of unrealistic expec-
tations.

When working with clients who are
chronically disorganized, I don’t expect
them to keep a spotless house overnight.
I encourage them to choose one spot – a
tabletop or bathroom counter – and
focus on keeping that space clear of
clutter. Most people are surprised, en-
couraged and motivated to continue
when they experience even small suc-
cesses.

Finally, be consistent. I love how
Joanna Weaver defines consistency:
“Consistency doesn’t mean perfection;
it simply means not giving up.” You’re
going to mess up. Decide right now that
that’s not going to be the end. I, for one,
am glad I didn’t give up because you
know that boyfriend I was running for?
He became my husband.

Contact Organized by Choice (be-
cause things don’t always fall into
place) at P.O. Box 26152, Fresno, CA
93729, call 559-871-3314 or email
info@organizedbychoice.com. You can
also visit their website at www. or-
ganizedbychoice.com.

HOURS
Mon 9-4

Tues - Fri 8-5:30
Sat 8-3:30

SENIOR DAY
Every Thursday,

all SENIOR haircuts
are just $10!

439-2004
call

Haircuts only $12 • Bring in this coupon and get

$2 OFF!

1/
17

We now
deliver to the

Ranchos,
Bonnadelle &
Rolling Hills

areas.1/
17
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WE’RE ON THE WEB!
Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.

Get fully downloadable back issues of the
Ranchos Independent (beginning with April 2006). Learn
how you can add your Ranchos-area business to this site!

1/
17
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You can do it yourself or have the
pros at Madera Glass & Mirror
take care of your window repairs.

Madera Glass & Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980’s. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

Gotbrokenscreens?MaderaGlass
& Mirror has the expertise to make
quick work of any screen repair.

Glass for picture frames is a spe-
cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
a broken one or complete a project.

would have been stumped at this point. I
would have eventually fixed the Malibu
but it would have taken longer and re-
quired an educated guess. Armed with a
Lab Scope and a Low Current Amp
probe, both vehicles were simple. Fixed
the cars, got paid, no problem.

As I was considering this article, it
occurred to me this advanced diagnostic
testing is something 93636 "Do it your-
selfers" can do for a relatively low in-
vestment. There is a high quality single
channel Lab Scope about the size of my
cell phone available for around $170.
It's called "Uscope." Google or
YouTube “Uscope” and check it out.
The "Low Current Amp" probe is about
$80. Both are manufactured in Fresno
by AES Wave. We use ours all the
time. A Uscope would be the best be-
lated Christmas gift of all time. Just

saying.
Vehicles are loaded with all kinds of

solenoids, from fuel injectors to power
door lock actuators. You can also test
your vehicle's many electric motors in-
cluding the windshield wiper motor, the
heater blower motor and electric fuel
pump motor just to name a few. The test-
ing procedures are exactly the same as
used in this article. The waveforms are
different but I can help you with that.
That's all for now.

As always, I'm looking for topics to
write about. If you have a suggestion or
question concerning a vehicle, please
contact me at complete_car_care@hot-
mail.com or Facebook me at Complete
Car Care.

God Bless the United States of
America and God Bless 93636.

2013 & 2014 NAPA/ASE California
Technician of the Year

Warren Parr

HANDS cont. from P. 11
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dation Inc.” which is a 501(c)(3) and has the
great ability to apply for grants, and “SEMCU
Inc.” which is a 501(c)(6) and has the ability to
advocate.

The members of the two entities have
elected boards which are acting independently
of each other, yet, are acting in concert on the
common goals while working and helping to
resolve community issues and achieve a sus-
tainable future. Beyond water and sustainable
future issues, we are funding a grant writer
which is applying for and has obtained grant
money for our community projects as well as
the Golden Valley school district and library.
Other interests of ours are the library, parks and
a potential community center, fire safety, free
soccer clinics associated with the LA Galaxy
for Madera Kids and many other goals and
projects. In particular, we just finished in-
stalling over 60 free dry wells throughout our

community and created a means to allow storm
water to penetrate the ground and recharge our
aquifer.

The two organizations regularly meet on
the third Monday of every month at the Pizza
Factory in the Ranchos. The board of the
SEMCU Foundation meets at 6 p.m. and the
board of SEMCU Inc. meets at 6:30 p.m.

If you so inclined please join us, make
yourself heard, share your opinions and make
a difference on behalf of your community and
neighborhood. Make our community a better
place for you and your kids.

OnMarch20,theorganizationswillbehold-
ing their annual meeting in which new board
memberswillbeelected.Thepublicisinvited.Be-
comeamemberandhelpselectboardmembersor
simplycomeandlistenandvoiceyouropinionas
a member of the community.

Please call us at 559-363-9095 with
any questions or visit our website at
www.semcu.org.

Valentines, Bunco with Ranchos Seniors
Senior Report

SEMCU cont. from P. 14

By Patti Groh

HappyLoveDay(akaValentine’sDay)and
mylovetoyouall.Throughtheyears, Ihavebeen
shownlovebyreceivingflowersandcandybutone
yearreallystandsout.OnavisittoDisneyland,Iad-
miredaMrs.Potts teapot (fromthemovieBeauty
and the Beast). We
didn’t buy it as I
protested it cost
too much. But,
on returning
home, my
husbandcalled
a relative in
Anaheim who
went and bought
theteapot.Then,on
a business trip south,
husbandpickeditup.He
tookittoaFresnofloristand
hadthemfill itwithlovelyflow-
ers and delivered it to my office on
Valentine’s Day. Needless to say, I shed a
fewtears.

Idoreallyenjoyreceivingcandy,too,butit’s
gottobechocolate.Softcenter,nonuts.Justsayin’.
I’m obviously not the only one who likes choco-
late as I read online that in 2014, $13 BILLION
dollarswasspentonValentinechocolates.Thatis
almostunbelievable.

TheSeniorCenterisn’thavingaValentine’sparty
thisyearbutbirthdayandanniversariesinFebruarywill
becelebratedFeb.18attheVineyardinMadera.This
isopentoallmembers.SignupattheCenter.

BuncoParty
Anotherbig,funeventinFebruaryisthethird

annual Bunco party. It is on Feb. 25 at 2pm. The
space is limited so reserve your spot at the table
now.Prepay$25attheCenter.Multipleprizeswill
be awarded and refreshments will be served and
don’tworry ifyouhavenotplayed thisgamebe-

fore, as it is very easy and can
be learned in about three

minutes.Literally.
QuiltTime
Please go into

the Senior Center
andviewthebeau-
tiful quilt that is
beingraffled. It isa
double size, hand-

made quilt made
and donated by Dot

Husted. Tickets are
availableat theCenterand

from members. Drawing
will be December 2017.

The usual activities con-
tinue at the Center. The monthly

sale is Feb. 4 from 8 a.m. to noon;
weekly potluck and cards Thursday

evenings at 6:30; exercise M-W-F at 10 a.m.;
lunchweekdaysat11:30 (must signupdaybe-
fore). The Center will be closed on Monday,
Feb. 20.

BoardMeeting
Remember Seniors, Board meeting is first

Tuesday of every month at 6:30 p.m. This
month, Feb. 7, then general meeting is second
TuesdayonFeb.14.Planningmeeting is fourth
Tuesdayof themonth,Feb.28at12:30p.m.We
reallyneedyoutocomeandoffernewideasand
insights.
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Have friends or family
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are

you moving but you still
want to keep in touch with

what’s happening in the
Madera Ranchos?

to the Ranchos Independent

37167 Ave. 12, #5C
Madera, CA 93636

SUBSCRIBE!

local news • local events • local happenings
editorial • games • real estate • columns
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SPREAD THE NEWS!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@yahoo.com
Ranchos IndependentThe
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Click on “Local News” at

Alteration Services

Madlin's Alterations - 45 years ex-
perience - Tailoring, repairs and
leathers. Fast service. NEW
HOURS: Monday-Thursday 8-5.
36027 Ruth Ave. Call 559-645-
4583.

Career Opportunity

Realtors, don’t change careers, add
ANOTHER one. Your customers are
asking about solar, now you can give it
to them. Work from your home or of-
fice. Add this hot income stream today!
Call Alex Shubin at 559-479-0520 or
email alex@solarpowergoodguys.com.

Newspaper Carriers Wanted -- Look-
ing to earn extra money? Become a
Newspaper Carrier and earn up to
$1,500 per month delivering local and
national newspapers each morning for
approximately four hours in the
Madera Ranchos. Must have vehicle,
driver's license, proof of insurance and
Social Security card. Interested? Please
contact Mike Lancaster. 559-441-
6012 or mlancaster@fresnobee.com.

Carpet Cleaning

Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley
Chamber member. Call Bruce
today for a free estimate. 559-676-
0760.

Child Care

Child Care - Susan Ryan Day Care.
Newborn to 5 years old. Licensed. Call
661-4725 or 706-0424.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove inserts,
pellet stoves and fireplaces. Also clean
dryer vents. REMEMBER THINK
SAFETY, BURN SAFELY! Call 559-
908-9332.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room addi-
tions, barns and patios. Call 559-970-4476.

©2017 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Classified
Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Rototill-
ing - Mowing - Scraping - Stump Grind-
ing - Roll-off Bins. Call John at
908-1066.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete
work and underground utilities in-

F i r e w o o d

F o r S a l e - S e a s o n e d A l m o n d
f i r e w o o d . R o u n d o r s p l i t .
C a l l 2 5 9 - 7 1 2 2 o r 6 4 5 - 5 5 2 3 .

For Rent

4 BR/2 BA 1886± sq. ft. home. Clean,
freshly painted, new carpet. Fireplace,
family room, separate dining area, large
pantry, inside laundry, covered patio.
$1,500. Possible option to buy. Call Kell-
ner Properties at 706-3162 or 978-4114.
BRE #00626107.

For Sale

White Whirlpool 28-inch self-cleaning
electric oven - used. Good condition
$400. Also have peacock tail feathers $1
each. Call 559-312-0891.

Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor special izing in
both cont inuous and standard rain
gut ters . General Contractor - Re-
pair Maintenance. 32 years working
in the area. Call 559-822-2759.

Housecleaning

Housecleaning Service - Have your
house spring-cleaned all year long.
Experienced, Responsible, Honest.
Fair prices. Call 416-2585.

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLABLE PICKUP - KIDS 4 RE-
CYCLING offers pickup of all
recyclable materials including
paper, plastic, glass, aluminum and
cardboard. Call Diana at 999-6832
or 645-1048. Funds support Ran-
chos community organizations and
schools.

Solar Energy

Stop paying PG&E. SolarPower by
Goodguys, a division of Goodguys
Tires, Inc., can show you how to save
money with solar energy. Free esti-
mates. We do it all! Bonded, Insured
and California State Lic. #1021469.
Call Alex Shubin at 559-479-0520.

6 4 5 - 0 6 3 4

The Ranchos
Independent

classified rates
are crazy cheap

SUDOKU

©2017 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

call

stalled. Call 559-970-4476.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out -
Screen, track, sills included. Remove
hard water stain on home windows,
shower doors and car windows. Cobweb
removal too. Fully insured. Call Nick
at 285-1723. Free estimates.

Ask about our SENIOR DISCOUNT!

SAY YOU
SAW IT IN
the Ranchos
Independent
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Nancy Watson
645-5000

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 1/17

A Ranchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top dol-
lar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109 1/17

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®

Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:
www.davidparker.info

Property Management -
we can rent your home:

www.parker-properties.info

Real Estate

1/17

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

• It was 20th-century American theoret-
ical physicist Richard Feynman who made
the following sage observation: "It doesn't
matter how beautiful your theory is, it does-
n't matter how smart you are. If it doesn't
agree with experiment, it's wrong."

• Historians report that Alexander the
Great -- best known for his conquests
throughout Asia and North Africa, which
helped to create one of the ancient world's
largest empires before he turned 30 -- had a
hard-and-fast rule for his soldiers: no beards.
Alexander didn't want to give their enemies
anything to grab onto during battle.

• If you're sending a letter to Ireland,
don't worry if the address you have on file is
missing the postal code; in that country the
only addresses that use them are in the cap-
ital, Dublin.

• In 2002, researchers conducted a study
to determine how consumers' decisions are
influenced by seemingly minor changes in
appearance. They presented car-buyers with
a variety of webpages; everything on the
pages was the same -- the vehicles presented,
the information provided, prices, etc. -- ex-
cept for the background. One group got a
green background with a pattern of pennies
on it, and one group got a red background
with a pattern of flames. As it turns out, the
background did, indeed, influence behavior:
Consumers in the green-background group

spent more time looking at information
about cost, while those in the red-back-
ground group spent more time looking at de-
tails about safety features.

• In Ireland, to ensure good luck on a
child's birthday, it was once the tradition to
hold the child by the feet and bump his or
her head on the floor once for each of the
child's years.

• Thought for the Day: "God is a come-
dian playing to an audience too afraid to
laugh." -- Voltaire

© 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

Jerry Eddings, Realtors
Madera: 559-645-1890 • Fresno: 559-435-1890

DRE #00329063 1/
17

BRE Lic. #01454566

Maria
Fotopoulos - Cercone

Real estate is our life! We make
real estate dreams a reality.

Cell 559-250-6740 • Office 559-645-1212
maria@ossrealtor.com • Ranchos resident for more than 30 years!

I’m ready to assist you with all of your real estate needs. Whether
you’re buying or selling, moving across town or out of state, I’m here

to help. Your housing needs deserve the care of a specialist.

1/
17

ADS

LOGOS
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645-0634
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repair
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR

INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

CRONIN MARINE

Since1964

664455--11997777

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

HIGH QUALITY

555599--445544--88006600

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE
TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING   

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

since1970

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Equipment

• Supplies
• Residential

• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial
• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing

Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Notary in theRanchos!
Notary in theRanchos!

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal

Color Matching & Chuck’s Transmission

664455--44447755
Ranchos Auto Repair
+ A/C SERVICE

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801
645-1570

Store hours: 
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

Mitchell L. Vick
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

559-970-4635
mlvconst@gmail.com 

Lic. #563698
• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •  

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS

All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders
General & Custom

Auto Service
& Repairs

Call Gina
at 559-289-3401

email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Covering
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley

Tree pruning, shaping & trimming
Tree Cabling • Tree removal

Fully Insured • 8+ Years Experience • Trained Arborist
559-347-8408 • www.cvhtc.com

Get Involved!

645-4001
2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m.

37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance

Weekly & monthly service 

call Mag Anaya Jr.
559-974-1357Ranchos

Resident

NEED WATER?
CALL NOW

875-6699

Lic. #842676

“Plumbing
problem?
Plumbing
solution!
Call
Vern!”

Weekly Service Includes:
• Basic chemicals to
maintain proper 
sanitation and pH 
balance

JJUUNNGGLLEE  JJAANN’’SS  PPOOOOLL  SSEERRVVIICCEE

CCAALLLL  FFOORR  FFRREEEE
WWAATTEERR  AANNAALLYYSSIISS

&&  EESSTTIIMMAATTEE
555599--447744--99003333
555599--994422--33009988

Housekeeping
& Cleaning

559-514-9816
559-718-9941

We clean empty houses,
offices & rentals. Clean
windows & water
spots. Painting
services inside &
out. We haul
anything and
do small repairs.

How about 10,000
Ranchos residents each

month who look at
Business Directory ads?

(559) 645-0634  
The Ranchos Independent

WHAT CAN YOU GET
FOR $25?

(559) 645-0634  
Today!
The Ranchos Independent

JEAN BRINER
for MORE sales tomorrow, call
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Lots of mixed signals can create an unreliable situation in which
to make decisions. Best advice: Hold off on making any commitments until you're sure you know
what's going on.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) An apparently friendly offer comes with some strings attached.
Be careful not to get tied into something you don't really want. Thoroughly examine all your options
before making a choice.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) If you're not careful, distractions can interrupt your best efforts.
Continue to focus on what you need to do. You'll soon have lots of time to enjoy the rewards of your dedication.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Knowledge replaces suspicion as you begin to learn more about
that "act of betrayal." On a lighter note, someone close to you might be planning a pleasant surprise.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Control your sometimes-overactive jealousy gene before you find yourself
saying or doing something that you could later regret. Best advice: Stop obsessing and move on.

V I R G O ( A u g u s t 2 3 t o S e p t e m b e r 2 2 ) It's a good time to loosen up and do something
wonderful and exciting before your more reserved nature resurfaces. A message brings news of
imminent change.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Cheer up. Things begin to improve significantly by
mid-February. However, you might still need help to get through the rest of this sometimes-difficult
period.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Something you learned last week takes on new meaning
as you begin to relate it to another situation in your life. It's best to keep this matter to yourself for now.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Your energy level is climbing, and so is
your self-confidence. Good for you, because you'll need a good dollop of both to tackle an exciting
challenge on the way.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) A family issue might interrupt a career-linked
project. Try to give the matter the attention it needs, but be careful not to jeopardize your workplace
situation.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Some self-doubt shows up this week, causing
you to question your ability to handle a new challenge. But you know you can do it, and this is your
chance to prove it.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) A personal matter requires you to be as clear and forthcoming
as possible in order to avoid misunderstandings. A career move is eased with the emergence of new
facts.

©2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

You have a way of reaching people that makes them feel good about
themselves. You would be an excellent motivational speaker.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk

DAVIS PLUMBING • 559-977-6289
Lic. #842676
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1. MOVIES: What was the last movie that
Nancy Davis Reagan appeared in?
2. GEOGRAPHY: What desert exists in
parts of California, Arizona and Mexico?
3. PROVERBS: Where should you "never
look a gift horse"?
4. U.S. STATES: Which state is an anagram
of the word "anime"?
5. LITERATURE: What was author
Thomas Mann's native country?
6. ANATOMY: How much of blood's volume
is made up of plasma?
7. RELIGION: Which religion's places of
worship are called "Kingdom Halls"?
8. MEASUREMENTS: What is the base
unit of mass in the metric system?
9. PSYCHOLOGY: What fear is represented
in the condition called "neophobia"?
10. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which president
began appearing on the half dollar coin in
1964?

1."CrashLanding"(1958)
2.Sonorandesert
3."Inthemouth"
4.Maine
5.Germany
6.55percent
7.Jehovah'sWitnesses
8.Thegram
9.Thefearofanythingnew
10.JohnF.Kennedy

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

© 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

© 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Annual Membership Meeting
MONDAY, MARCH 20 • 6 P.M.

Be a part of the exciting projects SEMCU is working on by bringing Grant Money to the Ranchos.
All members of the public are encouraged to participate.

Come and provide input on the projects you think are necessary for our community.

Ranchos Pizza Factory • 37184 Avenue 12 #101 • Madera Ranchos

Election of Board Members will be held
PARTICIPATION and NOMINATIONS are WELCOMED

All regular meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of each month at the Ranchos Pizza Factory

Attend and make your voice heard!
Help make a positive impact on our community

1/
17

1/
17


