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Click on “Local News” at 

The Department of the Interior has 
advanced President Trump’s Executive 
Order 14181, approving reservoir site 
projects to strengthen California’s water 
reliability. This approval clears a path for 
new off-stream storage as the Executive 
Order highlights more than 200,000 addi-
tional acre-feet of water for California. 

The Department of the Interior ap-
proved the “Record of Decision” for the 
Sites Reservoir Project, a major off-
stream storage project in Northern Cali-
fornia. The decision authorizes the Bureau 
of Reclamation to provide up to 25 per-
cent of the total cost for the 1.5 million 
acre-foot off-stream reservoir, which will 
be located west of the Sacramento River 
near Maxwell, Calif. The reservoir is de-
signed to capture and store water during 
wet periods for use in dry years and the 
project will strengthen reliability for com-
munities, agriculture and the environment 
across the state. 

The action reflects the Trump admin-
istration’s priority to expand water sup-
ply, enhance system resilience and reduce 
regulatory delays through the direction es-
tablished in Executive Order 14181. The 

order has driven 
operational im-
provements that 
delivered more 
than 200,000 
acre-feet of addi-
tional water to 
the Central Val-
ley Project, 
enough to supply 
more than 
500,000 people 
for a year by 
streamlining op-
erations and cap-
turing storm 
flows that histor-
ically could not 

be stored. 
“President Trump made clear that fed-

eral water projects must deliver real results 
for American families,” said Secretary of the 
Interior Doug Burgum. “This administration 
is getting it done in record time. The Sites 

Reservoir Project and the gains achieved 
over the past year demonstrate how a disci-
plined, mission-focused approach can ex-
pand water reliability for communities, 

agriculture and the economy.” 
As a result of the executive order and 

favorable hydrology, Reclamation made 
more than 180,000 acre-feet of additional 
water available to the Central Valley Proj-
ect in 2025 compared to 2024, benefiting 
agricultural water users, communities and 
other project partners. Following the ap-
proval of the Action 5 Record of Decision 
in December 2025, an additional 39,000 
acre-feet was captured during storm events 
in late December and early January by 
leveraging operational flexibilities, water 
that historically would have flowed 
through the system. In total, these efforts 
secured more than 200,000 acre-feet 
within one year of the order’s signing. 
Sites Reservoir would further boost that 
supply. 

“Signing the Sites Reservoir Record 
of Decision represents a federal commit-
ment to move a long-studied water storage 
project forward,” said Assistant Secretary 
for Water and Science Andrea Travnicek. 
“This decision reflects years of analysis, 
public engagement and coordination, and 
establishes the foundation for construction 
through sound partnerships that will ulti-
mately result in additional water supplies 
for California.” 

The Record of Decision finalizes 
Reclamation’s selection of an alternative 
analyzed in the project’s environmental re-
view and authorizes the agency to move 
forward consistent with applicable federal 
laws and regulations. The decision follows 
years of technical studies, public input and 
coordination with state, local and tribal 
partners. 

Reclamation continues to implement 
President Trump’s Executive Order 14181 
as it advances both near-term operational 
improvements, and long-term infrastruc-
ture projects that support food production, 
strengthen economic stability and increase 
community resilience. 

 
Assistant Secretary for 

Water and Science Andrea 
Travnicek said, “This decision 
reflects years of analysis, pub-
lic engagement and coordina-
tion, and establishes the 
foundation for construction 
through sound partnerships 
that will ultimately result in ad-
ditional water supplies for Cal-
ifornia.” 

 

The SAVE Act, shorthand for the Safe-
guard American Voter Eligibility Act, es-
tablishes proof-of-citizenship requirements 
for voter registration. It does not automati-
cally invalidate existing registrations. Here 
are some of the current myths about the Act 
and the facts about it. 

MYTH 1: “Tens of millions of Amer-
icans will be disenfranchised.” 

FACT 1: The bill defines proof of cit-
izenship using widely held documents: 
REAL ID-compliant identification, a valid 
U.S. passport, military ID with record, or 
valid government-issued photo ID. These 
are standard credentials, not unusual re-
quirements. 

MYTH 2: “Your birth certificate name 
must perfectly match your current ID.” 

FACT 2: The bill does not impose a 
universal “exact name match” rule. Exist-
ing legal processes already account for 
name changes due to marriage, divorce, or 
other lawful updates. 

MYTH 3: “This Act overrides existing 
identity and name-change laws.” 

FACT 3: The legislation does NOT re-
place or invalidate long-established identity 
verification systems. Legal name changes, 
amended records and identity reconciliation 
processes remain fully intact. 

MYTH 4: “Married women will lose 
voting rights.” 

FACT 4: Name changes are among the 
most common legal updates in the country. 
Government, financial and legal systems al-
ready handle this routinely. 

MYTH 5: “This creates impossible 
documentation burdens.” 

FACT 5: REAL ID-compliant licenses 
are now standard nationwide and passports 

Myths and Facts 
of the SAVE Act

are widely held. The bill largely relies on 
documents millions already possess. 

Common Concerns Worth Addressing 
Q: “What if someone doesn’t have a 

passport?” 
A: Having a passport is only one ac-

ceptable option. REAL ID-compliant iden-
tification and other government-issued IDs 
qualify. 

Q: “What about name discrepancies?” 
A: Identity systems already incorporate 

lawful name changes. This is not a new 
legal problem introduced by the Act. 

Q: “Isn’t this voter suppression?” 
A: Policy intent is open for debate. But 

that debate should be grounded in the bill’s 
actual language rather than interpretations 
that amplify fear.

Liberty High School competed in the 
44th annual Academic Decathlon and 
earned a total of 13 medals and one schol-
arship. Glacier High School Charter in 
Oakhurst won this year’s competition for 
the fifth consecutive year. 

Seven schools competed in this 10-
event competition answering questions 
based on the topic “The Roaring Twenties.” 

“The decathletes demonstrated re-
markable commitment and teamwork, 
with their positive energy evident through-
out the competition,” said Tricia Protzman, 
Madera County Superintendent. 

Madera High School came in second 
place with Matilda Torres High School 
placing third. Liberty High School, Chow-
chilla Union High School, Madera South 
High School and Sherman Thomas Char-
ter High School also competed in this 10-
event competition.  

Decathlon teams are comprised of up 
to 25 members competing in three levels 
of competition: Honor (A), Scholastic (B) 
and Varsity (C) students. 

The top scoring senior from each 
school received a $250 scholarship. Lib-
erty’s winner was Tory Green.

LHS Brings Home 13 Medals 
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GO 
HAWKS!

Join us in supporting our 
LIBERTY HIGH HAWKS 

this season and all year long
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Kiwanis  March Events  Marching On!
Kiwanis Korner

By Sally Rowden 
 
Here we are in the second month of 

2026. If you celebrated Valentine’s Day, 
we do hope your celebrations were 
sweet. 

Now we’re marching right into our 
third month of 
the year with a 
huge community 
event happening. 
The Golden Val-
ley Chamber of 
Commerce An-
nual Crab Feed. 
Tickets for the 
Friday, March 6 
event have been 
sold out for some 
time now. We 
will be ready to 
serve this tasty 
feast to all in at-
tendance. Of 
course, your tip-giving generosity will 
be very much appreciated. As this is a 
fundraising opportunity for us to be able 
to continue to support the many events 
we provide for the children in our com-
munities. 

Just as our John Minney Liberty 
High School Scholarship fundraiser is 
currently underway, our Lead Chair, An-
drea Pille, has tirelessly been working to 
get information letters out to our com-
munities. This is an exciting opportunity 
for our qualifying graduates to be 
awarded a scholarship to support their 
future endeavors. If you would like to 
support this event, please contact Andrea 
at 883harleygrl@gmail.com. 

Another event beginning in March 
is the Storyland Theme Park Field Trips, 
supporting the three elementary school 
kindergarteners in the Golden Valley 
Unified School District. Through our 
Raffle Basket Fundraisers, a Microgrant 
received from the Kiwanis Children's 
Fund and a partnership with Storyland, 

we are able to pay all park entrance fees. 
It’s an exciting event for the children. 

In fact, this is our 40th Year An-
niversary of the Kiwanis serving the 
communities in southeastern Madera 
County. We’ve moved from a few com-
munities to several. More opportunities 

for us to fulfill our 
mission of serving 
the world, one child 
and one community 
at a time.  

An example of 
this fulfillment just 
occurred as we were 
cleaning up after our 
meeting at the Pizza 
Factory. A parent re-
alized who we were, 
stepped into the 
meeting room and 
shared with us that 
his son would be 
graduating from UC 

Davis. That his son received our Char-
acter Counts Bicycle Award in elemen-
tary school. In high school he was 
awarded one of our John Minney Liberty 
High School Scholarships.  

In closing, we want to highlight a 
major event we are eagerly planning for 
Sept. 10 at Birdstone Winery. The fabu-
lous Jeremy Pearce will entertain us with 
a Tribute to Elvis. Dinner and a Silent 
Auction will also be happening, and the 
ticket cost is $60 per person with a free 
drink ticket included. Doors open at 6 
p.m. with dinner at 7 p.m. and Elvis at 
7:30 p.m. Tickets are available at the 
Golden Valley Chamber Office (Mon-
day-Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.) 
or call Mona Diaz at 559-333-1913.  

A quote from Elvis … “Some peo-
ple tap their feet, some people snap their 
fingers, and some people sway back and 
forth. I just sorta do ‘em all together, I 
guess.” Expressed in 1956 talking about 
his way of moving on stage. (Graceland 
– The Home of Elvis Presley) 

Storyland Theme Park Field Trips are com-
ing and they’re supporting the three elementary 
school kindergarteners in the Golden Valley Uni-
fied School District. Through fundraisers and a Ki-
wanis grant, all park entrance fees will be paid. 

WE’RE ON THE WEB!

www.TheRanchos.com

Visit the Independent’s own Website and get fully 
 downloadable back issues of the Independent 

(beginning with April 2006)
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“... George 
Washington 

{said} ... ‘ To be 
prepared 

is one of 
the most 

effective 
means of 

preserving 
peace.’”

Guest Editorial

By Josh Koehn 
 
Lawmakers and local officials 

want to unleash an avalanche of new 
taxes on Californians in 2026, slugging 
everyone from big and small business 
owners to everyday consumers. The 
new tax push comes just as gasoline 
tax increases yet again this summer — 
with drivers receiving little notifica-
tion beyond a sneaky mention on an 
obscure government webpage. 

In Sacramento and San Francisco, 
lawmakers and unions are crafting new 
taxes to go after landlords with vacant 
properties and businesses, big and 
small and the most controversial pro-
posal is the billionaire’s tax, which has 
already seen an estimated trillion dol-
lars in wealth fleeing the Golden State. 

In Los Angeles, county supervi-
sors seized on Gov. Gavin Newsom 
and the Legislature’s frequent waiving 
of a 2 percent cap on local sales tax to 
push another half-cent sales tax in-
crease, meaning Angelenos face pay-
ing an eyewatering 10.25 percent every 
time they arrive at the cash register. 
Meanwhile, California’s absurd gas 
taxes — the highest of any state in 
America — will be jacked up again in 
July because lawmakers and former 
Gov. Jerry Brown signed off on SB 1 
in 2017, which locks in excise in-
creases on gasoline and diesel based 
on the annual rate of inflation. 

“The overall picture is one of high 
taxation and taxes that don’t exist in 
other states,” said Jared Walczak, a 
senior fellow at the Tax Foundation. 

A study by the Tax Foundation 
found that California ranked only be-
hind Washington D.C. and New York 
for the highest combined state and 
local per capita tax at $10,319 per 
year. But for California’s lefty law-
makers and the advocates, that’s not 
enough. They want to be number one. 
And a sampling of new taxes on the 
menu includes AB 1790, or the 
“water’s-edge” election, a corporate 
tax change putting more pressure on 
companies employing millions of Cal-
ifornians. The proposal means a por-
tion of any income they earn, 
anywhere in the world, would be sub-
jected to Californian law. 

Other proposals include creating 
new employer penalties tied to work-
force metrics, such as how many em-
ployees rely on government health 
coverage, or pay-ratio triggers based 
on the gap between a CEO and rank-
and-file workers. Dave Kline, 
spokesperson for the California Tax-
payers Association, said a wider vari-
ety of taxes are being introduced, 
particularly at the state level 

“It’s not just proposals to increase 
the sales tax or income tax on every-
one – it’s very targeted these days,” 
Kline said. 

New Taxes? They Just Don’t Care

Dem lawmakers up and down the 
state have cast many of these new tax 
proposals as a response to cuts in state 
funding via President Trump and Re-
publicans’ “Big Beautiful Bill.” Cali-
fornia is facing a budget deficit 
between $3 billion and $18 billion de-
pending on whether one trusts Gov. 
Gavin Newsom’s math or his nonparti-
san budget analysts. But what is not 
pointed out, however, is California’s 
total budget has increased by $150 bil-
lion — to $348.9 billion — since New-
som took office in 2019. 

“It would be tough for taxpayers 
to look around and think all of the 
services have improved to the same 
extent as spending has gone up,” Kline 
said. 

State legislators introduced pro-
posals for more than $16 billion in 
new taxes and fees, according to the 
California Taxpayer Foundation. The 

Please see EDITORIAL on P. 12
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A few nights ago, my dad and I 
were having a conversation about his fa-
vorite subject: how much he hates 
smartphones. Now, he sure likes being 
able to instantly access random infor-
mation like how old Sam Elliott is or 
what the most dangerous city in New 
Mexico happens to be. But when it 
comes to attention and distractions, he 
really hates smartphones. Well, he does-
n’t particularly like the internet in gen-
eral, but most of his anger is directed at 
those blasted handheld devices, espe-
cially when he feels someone is splitting 
their focus.  

He was telling me about how, when 
he was younger, no one needed such a 
device. If you needed to talk to some-
one, you called their house phone and 
hoped they were home. If they weren’t, 
you either left a message or tried again 
later. If you were watching TV, then you 
actually paid attention and didn’t have 
one eye and half your brain on a minia-
ture computer. If you were supposed to 
meet someone somewhere and they 
were late, you waited. You just stood 
there in front of the movie theater or in-
side the mall entrance, mentally running 
through the limited number of possibil-
ities available to you in a world without 

Not so SMART Phones

constant updates. Sometimes you left, 
sometimes you waited around for a long 
time and mostly, you were bored. 

There was no checking email, no 
scrolling social media and certainly no 
watching a short video about how to 
clean your grout with baking soda and 
existential dread. You were just … wait-
ing. Looking around. Thinking. Watch-
ing people pass by. Maybe striking up a 
conversation with someone else who 
also looked like they had nowhere else 
to be for the next 15 minutes, which is 
pretty much unheard of now that so 
many of us seem to have developed a 
pathological aversion to social interac-
tion. You certainly didn’t have the op-

Please see GEN WHY on P. 7

At Value Insurance Agency, formerly Vail Insurance 
Services, we take time to listen to your needs, budget and 
objectives. It’s a new name but the same great services. 
Your information allows us to evaluate multiple insurance 
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and Life Insurance options.
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A s  I  m a k e  m y  w a y  t o  a  

n e w  c l i e n t ’ s  h o m e ,  I  s e e  t r a f -
f i c  b a c k i n g  u p  i n  f r o n t  o f  m e .  
R o a d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  s i g n s  a n -
n o u n c e  t h e y ’ v e  r e d u c e d  t h e  
r o a d  t o  o n e  l a n e  a t  a  t i m e .  
I ’ l l  g e t  t h r o u g h  b u t  i t ’ s  s l o w  
g o i n g  a n d  c r e a t i n g  s t r e s s  
a r o u n d  m y  a r r i v a l  t i m e .   

D i s o r g a n i z a t i o n  d o e s  t h e  
s a m e  t h i n g .  I t  s l o w s  u s  d o w n .  
W e ’ r e  s t r e s s e d  w a s t i n g  t i m e  
a n d  e n e r g y  l o o k i n g  t h r o u g h  
t h i n g s  w e  d o n ’ t  n e e d  t o  f i n d  
t h e  t h i n g s  w e  d o  n e e d .   

W a s t i n g  t i m e  i n  t r a f f i c  i s  
o f t e n  b e y o n d  o u r  c o n t r o l .  B u t  
w a s t i n g  t i m e  a t  h o m e  i s  o f t e n  
o u r  c h o i c e .  H e r e  a r e  f i v e  
s t r a t e g i e s  t o  g a i n  c o n t r o l  —  

S t r a t e g i e s  f o r   
S m o o t h  S a i l i n g

s a v i n g  y o u r  p r e c i o u s  t i m e  a n d  
e n e r g y .   

L e t  i t  g o  –  I t ’ s  m a g i c a l .  
P u r g e  s i n g l e  s o c k s  f r o m  y o u r  
s o c k  d r a w e r ,  r e m o v e  p l a s t i c  
c o n t a i n e r s  o r  l i d s  t h a t  d o n ’ t  
h a v e  a  m a t c h ,  c l e a r  o u t  
c l o t h e s  y o u  c a n ’ t  o r  c h o o s e  
n o t  t o  w e a r  
a n d  s u d d e n l y  
t h e  i t e m s  y o u  
n e e d  a p p e a r .  
I m p a c t e d  a r e a s  
—  c a b i n e t s ,  
c l o s e t s ,  d r a w -
e r s ,  u n d e r  t h e  
s i n k  –  c a u s e  
t h i n g s  t o  d i s -
a p p e a r .  L e t  g o  
o f  t h i n g s  t h a t  
a r e n ’ t  e a r n i n g  
t h e i r  k e e p  a n d  v o i l a !  Y o u ’ l l  
h a v e  e a s y  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  i t e m s  
y o u  n e e d .   

C r e a t e  z o n e s  –  J u s t  l i k e  a  
w e l l - o r g a n i z e d  s t o r e  h a s  
t h i n g s  g r o u p e d  i n  w a y s  t h a t  
m a k e  s e n s e ,  y o u r  h o m e  f u n c -
t i o n s  b e s t  w h e n  s i m i l a r l y  o r -
g a n i z e d .  I n t e n t i o n a l l y  g r o u p  
s i m i l a r  t h i n g s ,  o r  i t e m s  t h a t  
a r e  u s e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  o n e  p l a c e .  
T h e n ,  w h e t h e r  y o u ’ r e  b a k i n g  
c o o k i e s ,  t o u c h i n g  u p  p a i n t  o n  
t h e  b a s e b o a r d s ,  o r  p a c k i n g  f o r  
a  t r i p ,  a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  n e e d e d  
f o r  t h a t  t a s k  a r e  t o g e t h e r  a n d  
e a s i l y  r e t r i e v e d .   

tion to text random people in your contact 
list to pass the time. And good grief, do 
not get him started on texting, “Why can’t 
people just pick up the phone and call 
anymore?” Well, Dad, because texting is 
a lot faster and you can do it while doing 
several other things at once.  

But in all honesty, that’s the crux of 
the problem. We have gotten used to mul-
titasking. Doing the dishes while watch-
ing a movie, having a text conversation 
and scanning through news alerts and so-
cial media has made it harder to just have 
a conversation or focus on one thing at a 
time, because there’s always more stimu-
lation available. I say this as someone 
who has absolutely checked her email 
while standing in line to check out at the 
grocery store. You know what it is? It’s a 
lack of boredom. How can you be bored 
with a digital world in the palm of your 
hand? Boredom made us appreciate enter-

tainment when it happened. A stimulating 
conversation. An interesting TV program. 
An exciting movie. Now it seems more 
like those things have to compete with the 
instant gratification that comes from being 
able to see, read, or listen to whatever we 
want whenever we want it from our com-
puter or phone or smart TV.   

We now live in a world where every 
small pocket of unoccupied time has been 
identified as a problem to solve. A gap in 
stimulation. A missed opportunity for en-
tertainment. If there’s a moment where 
you might find yourself alone with your 
own thoughts, there’s an app that can fix 
that. If you might otherwise have to make 
eye contact with a stranger in the produce 
aisle, there’s a service that will leave your 
groceries at your front door and send you 
a notification when it’s safe to come out-
side again. Hungry? Tap your phone. 
Need groceries? Tap your phone. Don’t 
feel like going inside the store, interacting 

Please see GEN WHY on P. 16

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

2/
26

K e e p  c l o s e  w h a t ’s  u s e d  
m o s t  –  S t o r e  w h a t e v e r  y o u  
t o u c h  m o s t  i n  t h e  m i d - b o d y  
r a n g e  —  t o p  d r a w e r s ,  b o t t o m  
c a b i n e t s ,  m i d d l e  s h e l v e s .  R e -
l o c a t e  b a c k u p  s u p p l i e s  a n d  
t h i n g s  u s e d  l e s s  o f t e n  t o  
u p p e r  a n d  l o w e r  s p a c e s .   

T h i s  m a y  
c a u s e  a n  e x -
c e p t i o n  t o  t h e  
“ c r e a t e  z o n e s ”  
r u l e .  F o r  e x -
a m p l e ,  y o u  
m i g h t  s e p a r a t e  
t h e  s p i c e s  y o u  
u s e  m o s t  o f t e n  
a n d  p l a c e  
t h e m  i n  t h e  
c a b i n e t  n e a r  
t h e  s t o v e  a n d  

m o v e  l e s s  u s e d  s p i c e s  t o  t h e  
p a n t r y .  T h i s  p r o t e c t s  y o u r  
p r i m e  s h e l v i n g  f o r  o t h e r  
t h i n g s  f r e q u e n t l y  u s e d .  

C o n s i d e r  r o t a t i n g  s e a s o n a l  
i t e m s  l i k e  c l o t h i n g ,  b e d d i n g  
a n d  s p o r t s  g e a r  i n  a n d  o u t  o f  
p r i m e  s t o r a g e  s p o t s .  B e a c h  
s u p p l i e s  c a n  s w a p  p l a c e s  w i t h  
s n o w  g e a r  a s  s e a s o n s  c h a n g e  
—  k e e p i n g  w h a t e v e r  i s  i n  s e a -
s o n  a c c e s s i b l e  w h i l e  t h e  o f f -
s e a s o n  g e a r  r e l o c a t e s .   

C o n t a i n e r i z e  a n d  l a b e l  –  
N e e d  s o m e t h i n g  f r o m  t h e  b a c k  
o f  t h e  s h e l f ?  H a v i n g  l o o s e  
i t e m s  c o n t a i n e r i z e d  m a k e s  r e -

t r i e v a l  e a s i e r .  P u t t i n g  a  l a b e l  
o n  i t  m e a n s  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  
k n o w s  w h a t ’ s  t h e r e  a n d  w h e r e  
t h i n g s  g o  a t - a - g l a n c e .  

U s e  o p e n - t o p p e d  c o n t a i n -
e r s  f o r  t h i n g s  f r e q u e n t l y  u s e d  
a n d  l i d d e d  s t a c k i n g  b i n s  f o r  
t h i n g s  l i k e  b a t t e r i e s ,  l i g h t  
b u l b s ,  e t c .  U s e  p o p - t o p  c l e a r  
c a n n i s t e r s  f o r  p a n t r y  i t e m s  
p u r c h a s e d  i n  b u l k  o r  b a g s  t h a t  
a r e n ’ t  u s e r - f r i e n d l y .   

O r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  m u c h  e a s -
i e r  t o  m a i n t a i n  w h e n  c a b i n e t s  
a n d  d r a w e r s  h a v e  d e s i g n a t e d  
c o n t a i n e r s  f o r  t h i n g s .   

C l e a r  t h e  p a t h  –  J u s t  l i k e  
t r a f f i c  s l o w s  w h e n  o b j e c t s  
b l o c k  t h e  r o a d ,  c l o g g e d  e n t r y -
w a y s  a n d  h a l l s  c r e a t e  h a z a r d s  
a n d  s t r e s s  i n  t h e  h o m e .  B e  
s t r a t e g i c  i n  c r e a t i n g  h o m e s  f o r  
t h i n g s  t h a t  t y p i c a l l y  l a n d  i n  
t h e s e  a r e a s  —  h o o k s  o n  t h e  
w a l l  f o r  b a c k p a c k s / p u r s e s ,  
b e n c h e s  w i t h  s t o r a g e  f o r  
s h o e s ,  a n d  b a s k e t s  o n  t o p  f o r  
i n c o m i n g / o u t g o i n g  p a c k a g e s .  
P r o t e c t  t h e  o p e n  f l o o r  s p a c e  b y  
i n t e n t i o n a l l y  p l a c i n g  o b j e c t s  
i n  t h e s e  d e s i g n a t e d  a r e a s .  

W h e n  y o u r  s p a c e  i s  c l e a r  
a n d  o r g a n i z e d ,  i t ’ s  s m o o t h  
s a i l i n g !  

F o r  m o r e  i n f o ,  c o n t a c t  O r -
g a n i z e d  B y  C h o i c e  a t  5 5 9 - 8 7 1 -
3 3 1 4  o r  e m a i l  t h e m  a t  
i n f o @ o r g a n i z e d b y c h o i c e . c o m .

 
D i s o r g a n i z a t i o n  . . .  

s l o w s  u s  d o w n .  We ’ r e  
s t r e s s e d  w a s t i n g  t i m e  
a n d  e n e r g y  l o o k i n g  
t h r o u g h  t h i n g s  w e  d o n ’t  
n e e d  t o  f i n d  t h e  t h i n g s  
w e  d o  n e e d .   
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I s  t h e r e  a  r i g h t  o r  w r o n g  
t i m e  o f  t h e  y e a r  f o r  s o u p ?  W e  
e a t  h a m  a t  E a s t e r ,  s n a c k s  f o r  
t h e  S u p e r  B o w l  p a r t y ,  t u r k e y  
f o r  T h a n k s g i v i n g  a n d  b e e f  o r  
t u r k e y  f o r  C h r i s t m a s ,  s o  i s  
t h e r e  a  “ r i g h t ”  t i m e  f o r  s o u p ?  I  
d o n ’ t  t h i n k  s o .  S o u p  c a n  b e  
e a t e n  a n y t i m e  o f  t h e  y e a r .  
H o w e v e r ,  I  d o  t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  a  
g o o d  t i m e  t o  c o o k  a  p o t  o f  s o u p  
a n d  t h a t  t i m e  i s  n o w .  T h e  
w e a t h e r  i s  p e r f e c t  f o r  i t  –  i t ’ s  
c o l d  a n d  r a i n y  o u t s i d e  a n d  a c -
c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
w e a t h e r  c h a n -
n e l  w e ’ l l  b e  
h a v i n g  s o m e  
m o r e  o f  t h a t  
b e f o r e  i t  s t a r t s  
t o  g e t  w a r m .  

W h e n  I  w a s  
d o i n g  t h e  a r t i -
c l e s  o n  t h e  
G o o d  H o u s e -
k e e p i n g  C o o k  
B o o k ,  I  f o u n d  a  
s o u p  r e c i p e  I  
w a n t e d  t o  t e l l  
y o u  a b o u t  b u t  I  
j u s t  d i d n ’ t  
h a v e  t h e  r o o m  
f o r .  T h i s  i s  a  p e r f e c t  t i m e  f o r  
i t .  

K n i f e  a n d  F o r k  Ve g e t a b l e  
S o u p  

2  T .  S a l a d  O i l  
1  l a r g e ,  o r  2  s m a l l  f a i r l y  

l e a n ,  m e a t y  s h o r t  r i b s ,  c u t  i n t o  
2 ”  p i e c e s  

2  m i n c e d  c l o v e s  g a r l i c  
2  ½  t s p .  s a l t  
1  c o a r s e l y  c h o p p e d  l a r g e  

o n i o n  ( a b o u t  1  c u p )  
2  q u a r t s  h o t  w a t e r  
2  b o u i l l o n  c u b e s  
2  s t a l k s  c e l e r y ,  c u t  i n t o  1 ”  

p i e c e s  
4  c a r r o t s ,  p e e l e d  a n d  c u t  

i n t o  1 ”  p i e c e s  
4  z u c c h i n i ,  t r i m m e d  a n d  c u t  

i n t o  1 / 2 ”  p i e c e s  

Super Time 
for Soup

E d i t o r ’s  N o t e :  W i t h  t h e  
p a s s i n g  o f  A u n t  J e a n ,  I  h a v e  
d e c i d e d  t o  b r i n g  y o u  a  “ B e s t  
O f ”  o f  h e r  r e c i p e s  o v e r  t h e  
p a s t  1 0  y e a r s .  G o o d  r e c i p e s  
a r e  t i m e l e s s  a n d  I  h o p e  y o u  
e n j o y  t h e m  a l l  o v e r  a g a i n .

(February 2016)
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Click on “Local News” at 

1  e a r  c o r n ,  b r o k e n  i n t o  4  
p i e c e s  o r  ½  C  w h o l e  k e r n e l  
c o r n ,  c a n n e d  o r  f r o z e n  

S a l t  a n d  p e p p e r  
H e a t  s a l a d  o i l  i n  l a r g e  s t o c k  

p o t .  A d d  m e a t  a n d  b r o w n  o n  a l l  
s i d e s .  

S p r i n k l e  g a r l i c  w i t h  1  t s p .  
s a l t  a n d  m a s h  w e l l  w i t h  t h e  s i d e  
o f  k n i f e ;  a d d  w i t h  t h e  o n i o n s  t o  
m e a t .  C o o k ,  s t i r r i n g  2  o r  3  m i n -
u t e s .  A d d  h o t  w a t e r  a n d  b o u i l -
l o n  c u b e s ;  s i m m e r  c o v e r e d ,  1  ½  
h o u r s  o r  u n t i l  m e a t  i s  j u s t  t e n -
d e r .  

A d d  1  ½  t s p .  s a l t ,  c e l e r y ,  
c a r r o t s .  C o o k ,  c o v e r e d  1 5  m i n -
u t e s .  A d d  z u c c h i n i ,  c o v e r  a n d  

s i m m e r  f o r  a n -
o t h e r  1 0  m i n -
u t e s .  A d d  c o r n  
a n d  s i m m e r ,  
c o v e r e d ,  5  m i n -
u t e s  l o n g e r .  
S e a s o n  t o  t a s t e .  
B e  s u r e  t o  
s e r v e  a  p i e c e  o f  
m e a t  w i t h  e a c h  
s e r v i n g .  

P a t t i  G r o h  
s e n t  t h i s  r e c i p e  
f o r  s o u p  s h e  
s e r v e d  a t  a  
S e n i o r s  L u n c h -
e o n  a n d  f r o m  
a l l  r e p o r t s  i t  

w a s  a  b i g  h i t .  
To m a t o  To r t e l l i n i  S o u p  
1  p k g .  ( 9  o z . )  r e f r i g e r a t e d  

c h e e s e  t o r t e l l i n i  
2  c a n s  ( 1 0  ¾  o z .  e a c h )  c o n -

d e n s e d  t o m a t o  s o u p ,  u n d i l u t e d  
2  c u p s  v e g e t a b l e  s t o c k  
2  c u p s  m i l k  
2  c u p s  h a l f  a n d  h a l f  c r e a m  
½  C .  c h o p p e d  c a n n e d  t o m a -

t o e s  –  d r a i n e d  
1  t s p .  o n i o n  p o w d e r  
1  t s p .  g a r l i c  p o w d e r  
1  t s p .  d r i e d  b a s i l  
½  t s p .  s a l t  
½  C .  s h r e d d e d  P a r m e s a n  

c h e e s e  
A d d i t i o n a l  P a r m e s a n  c h e e s e  

( O p t i o n a l )  
C o o k  t h e  t o r t e l l i n i  a c c o r d -
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i n g  t o  t h e  p a c k a g e  d i r e c t i o n s .  
M e a n w h i l e ,  i n  a  D u t c h  o v e n ,  

c o m b i n e  t h e  s o u p ,  b r o t h ,  m i l k ,  
c r e a m ,  t o m a t o e s  a n d  s e a s o n -
i n g s .  H e a t  t h r o u g h ,  s t i r r i n g  f r e -
q u e n t l y .  D r a i n  t h e  t o r t e l l i n i ,  
c a r e f u l l y  a d d  t o  s o u p .  S t i r  i n  
c h e e s e .  S p r i n k l e  e a c h  s e r v i n g  
w i t h  a d d i t i o n a l  c h e e s e  i f  d e -
s i r e d .  M a k e s  a b o u t  1 0  c u p s .  
T h a n k s  P a t t i .  

T h i s  r e c i p e  I  f o u n d  i n  a  
m a g a z i n e  a t  t h e  d o c t o r ’ s  o f f i c e .  
I t ’ s  f r o m  t h e  A m e r i c a n  H e a r t  
A s s o c i a t i o n .   

M e x i c a n  C h i c k e n  S o u p  
1  1 4 . 5  o z .  c a n  l o w - s o d i u m  

w h o l e  k e r n e l  c o r n ,  d r a i n e d  a n d  
r i n s e d  

1  1 5 . 5  o z .  c a n  l o w - s o d i u m  
k i d n e y  b e a n s  d r a i n e d  a n d  r i n s e d  

2  t s p .  e x t r a  v i r g i n  o l i v e  o i l  
1  m e d i u m  b e l l  p e p p e r ,  

c h o p p e d  
1  m e d i u m  j a l a p e ñ o ,  d i c e d  

a n d  s e e d e d  ( u s e  l e s s  t o  r e d u c e  
s p i c e  o r  h e a t )  

1  l a r g e  o n i o n ,  c h o p p e d  
2  c l o v e s  g a r l i c ,  m i n c e d  
2  t s p .  g r o u n d  c u m i n  
5  C .  f a t - f r e e  l o w - s o d i u m  

c h i c k e n  b r o t h  
1 . 5  l b .  b o n e l e s s  s k i n l e s s  

c h i c k e n  b r e a s t s ,  c u t  i n t o  1  i n c h  
c u b e s  

1  l a r g e  t o m a t o ,  d i c e d  
½  C .  c h o p p e d  c i l a n t r o  ( o p -

t i o n a l )  
H e a t  o i l  i n  l a r g e  s o u p  p o t  

o v e r  m e d i u m  h e a t .  A d d  b e l l  
p e p p e r ,  o n i o n  a n d  j a l a p e ñ o ,  
c o o k  5 - 7  m i n u t e s ,  s t i r r i n g  o f t e n  
u n t i l  v e g e t a b l e s  a r e  t e n d e r .  S t i r  
i n  g a r l i c  a n d  c u m i n  a n d  c o o k  
a n o t h e r  m i n u t e .  

A d d  b r o t h  t o  s a u c e p a n ,  i n -
c r e a s e  h e a t  t o  h i g h  a n d  b r i n g  t o  
a  r a p i d  s i m m e r .  A d d  c h i c k e n  
a n d  c o o k  u n t i l  n o  l o n g e r  p i n k ,  
a b o u t  5  m i n u t e s .  S t i r  i n  b e a n s ,  
c o r n ,  t o m a t o  a n d  c i l a n t r o ,  c o v e r  
a n d  c o o k  o n  m e d i u m  h e a t  f o r  1 0  
m i n u t e s ,  t o p  w i t h  e x t r a  c i l a n t r o  
( o p t i o n a l ) .  S e r v e  h o t .  

S o u p  i s  u s u a l l y  s e r v e d  w i t h  
a  t a s t y  l o a f  o f  y o u r  f a v o r i t e  
F r e n c h  b r e a d  o r  a  b a s k e t  o f  
c r a c k e r s .  I  f o u n d  a  w a y  t o  d r e s s  
u p  c r a c k e r s .  T h i s  r e c i p e  c a l l s  
f o r  s a l t i n e s ,  b u t  I  t h i n k  j u s t  

 
We l l ,  h e re  a re  t h re e  

n e w  re c i p e s  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  
g o o d  o n  a  c o l d ,  r a i n y  d a y.  
I ’ m  n o t  g o i n g  o u t  t o  t h e  
o f f i c e  f o r  t h e  n e x t  c o u p l e  
o f  d a y s .  I  t h i n k  I  h a v e  a l l  
t h e  v e g e t a b l e s  I ’ l l  n e e d  
f o r  a  p o t  o f  s o u p ,  j u s t  
h a v e  t o  c h e c k  m y  f r e e z e r  
a n d  s e e  w h a t  m e a t  I  h a v e .  
S t a y  w a r m !  

 

Please see RECIPES on P. 9
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Senior Report

Happy St. Patrick’s with the Seniors

9/
24

By Melanie Williams 
 
March is just around the corner and 

here’s what is happening at the Ran-
chos/Hills Senior Center. 

The March calendar is filled with a 
whirlwind of activities for seniors this 
month. The Ranchos/Hills Seniors want 
to invite 
seniors in 
the commu-
nity who 
would like 
to take a 
field trip to 
view the 
new ex-
hibits at the 
Fresno Art 
M u s e u m .  
Our senior 
art lovers 
are planning 
a group tour 
on March 1 
to view 
some of the 
new ex-
hibits cu-
rated for the 
2026 year. 
The admission to the museum is free 
with the RHS tour group. Sign up by 
Wednesday, Feb. 25 to join us. We will 
meet at the Senior Center on Sunday, 
March 1 at 1 p.m. to carpool to the mu-
seum or you can meet us at the Fresno 
Art Museum at 1:30 p.m. The address of 
the Fresno Art Museum is 2233 N. First 
Street in Fresno. If any seniors in the 
community would like to join us, please 
contact the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center 
at 559-645-4864 for information. 

The Luck of the Irish Potluck is on 
Thursday, March 13 at 6 p.m. Cheers to 
St. Paddy’s Day and wear something 
green to celebrate. All Seniors in the 
community are welcome to join us for 
the Luck of the Irish Potluck Dinner at 
the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center. Please 
call the Senior Center at 559-645-4864 
to sign up so we have enough tables set 
up for everyone.  

We are looking forward to another 
great Monthly Sale on Saturday, March 7 
from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. We are always 
grateful for the wonderful community 
donations coming into the Treasure 
House, Boutique and Scout Garden. 
Many thanks to our local Ranchos com-
munity for their generosity in giving to 

the Senior Center. If you are planning to 
do some “Spring Cleaning” soon and 
wish to donate some “treasures” to the 
Ranchos/Hills Senior Center, we are 
open every weekday to take donations 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., excluding holi-
days. 

We are preparing for our Home and 

Garden Festival on April 11. The Scout 
Garden needs donations of potted plants 
with a healthy root system, potting soil 
or plant cuttings from your garden this 
Spring. Please call the Senior Center at 
559-645-4864 if you wish to donate 
plants and talk to Diane Maxfield. She is 
at the Senior Center on Tuesday morn-
ings and can answer any questions about 
how to preserve plants before transport-
ing them to the Senior Center. 

Weekly activities at the 
Ranchos/Hills Senior Center include the 
exercise class led by Jo Chase every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 10 
a.m. Players of card and table games also 
meet together every Thursday at 12:15 
p.m. and many seniors just like to stop 
by to work on our puzzles each month. 

An Indian Basket Weaving Class is 
available to attend on Tuesday, March 3 
at 9 a.m. The Madera Basket Cases meet 
twice a month on Tuesday mornings to 
learn about basket weaving with pine 
needles. The Basket Cases are also meet-
ing on Tuesday, March 31 at 9 a.m. at the 
Ranchos/Hills Senior Center. 

The Senior Hot Lunch Program of-

Ranchos/Hills Senior Center 2026 Board Members. Front row, from left, 
Kathleen House, Connie Prince, Ellen Williams and Leslie Carella. The back 
row, from left, Bob Campbell, Diane Maxfield, Carrie Bennett, Howard 
McLachlin, Carol Wood, Ethel Hansen, Lena Bradford and Cyndi Lipinski.

Please see SENIORS on P. 12

a b o u t  a n y  k i n d  o f  c r a c k e r  w i l l  
w o r k  e x c e p t  f l a v o r e d  o n e s .  

S e a s o n e d  C r a c k e r s  
1  s t i c k  b u t t e r  
1  t s p .  I t a l i a n  s e a s o n i n g  
½  t s p .  s e a s o n e d  s a l t  
1  s l e e v e  ( 4  t o  a  b o x )  s a l t i n e  

c r a c k e r s  
P r e h e a t  o v e n  t o  2 7 5  
M e l t  b u t t e r  i n  s a u c e p a n  a n d  

a d d  t h e  I t a l i a n  s e a s o n i n g  a n d  

s e a s o n e d  s a l t .  D i p  t h e  s a l t i n e s  
i n  t h e  m i x t u r e  a n d  p l a c e  o n  a  
r a c k  o n  a  b a k i n g  s h e e t .  B a k e  f o r  
a b o u t  2 0  m i n u t e s .  

W e l l  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  n e w  
r e c i p e s  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  g o o d  o n  a  
c o l d ,  r a i n y  d a y .  I ’ m  n o t  g o i n g  
o u t  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  f o r  t h e  n e x t  
c o u p l e  o f  d a y s .  I  t h i n k  I  h a v e  
a l l  t h e  v e g e t a b l e s  I ’ l l  n e e d  f o r  
a  p o t  o f  s o u p ,  j u s t  h a v e  t o  
c h e c k  m y  f r e e z e r  a n d  s e e  w h a t  
m e a t  I  h a v e .  S t a y  w a r m !  

RECIPES cont. from P. 8
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Click on “Local News” at 

Friday, March 6 • 6 p.m.

The DANTE CLUB • No-Host Bar • Live/SilentAuctions
Your $75 ticket includes Crab, Salad, Pasta, Bread and Dessert!

Tables of 10 are available for your Business or Group for only $700. Business Sponsorships are also available. 
Call for info. Proceeds go to the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce. Get your tickets early! You can get 

tickets NOW at the Chamber office. Call the Chamber at 645-4001 for more info.
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The 22nd Annual Chamber

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT THE CHAMBER

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our next meeting, Wednesday, 
March 11 at 6 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C in the Maywood Center. Come join us and see what’s going 
on in your community. Call us at 645-4001.
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Real Estate

SAY YOU SAW IT ...
... IN THE INDEPENDENT

question an increasing number of Cali-
fornians seem to be asking about taxes 
is: What are we getting in return? 

“Any skepticism voters have in re-
gard to state and local government is 
justified,” said Jon Coupal, president of 
the Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Associa-
tion. 

In Los Angeles, the county Board 
of Supervisors’ vote to increase the 
sales tax by another half-cent comes 
less than a year after the enactment of 
Measure A, which doubled the previous 
homelessness sales tax to a permanent 
half-cent. Supervisors said they are 
pushing the sales tax effort to raise $1 
billion a year to make up for funding 
gaps in healthcare, similar to an argu-
ment being used by the state’s SEIU-
UHW organizers running the proposed 
billionaires’ tax. The latter proposal’s 
passage would be unprecedented in 
American history – and it may not even 
be legal in trying to pin individuals’ 
California residency to the start of this 

year, Walczak said. 
Kathryn Barger, the lone dissenting 

vote on the LA county board, noted her 
reluctance to pick up where state legis-
lators have left off, as Los Angeles has 
suffered a series of scandals over mis-
managed funds related to a sales tax in-
crease for homelessness services. 

“We are not, as a whole, credible 
when it comes to promises made, prom-
ises broken,” Barger told the Los An-
geles Times. But sales taxes and 
property taxes are only part of the equa-
tion. Some of the most significant in-
creases barely register with the public. 

“The tax burden affects Califor-
nia’s economy, and some of these new 
proposals could drive out more capital 
investment, jobs and economic oppor-
tunity,” Walczak said. “When people 
move, they often don’t say they moved 
for taxes but for jobs. And what Cali-
fornia has done with its tax policies is 
drive those jobs elsewhere.” 

 
This article originally appeared at 

www.nypost.com.

EDITORIAL cont. from P. 5

fers adults from 60 years and older a nu-
tritionally balanced lunch every weekday 
the Senior Center is open. Some favorite 
meals include Orange Chicken with rice 
and Pork Chile Verde. The Senior Lunch 
host does a great job with the hot meals 
and provides a welcoming luncheon expe-
rience for our seniors. We work with the 
Fresno-Madera Area Agency on Aging to 
provide this program to all the seniors in 
the community. Seniors don’t need to be 
members to enjoy a wonderful hot meal 
during the week. If you would like to par-
ticipate in the Senior Hot Lunch Program, 
come register at the Senior Center at 10 
a.m. any weekday, Monday through Fri-
day. 

The Senior Center is always looking 
for ideas to include seniors in daily activ-
ities. Any senior can come to help plan the 
Annual Home and Garden festival or in-
troduce a new activity for the Senior Cen-
ter Calendar. We welcome new 
suggestions and volunteers to help us sup-
port our local seniors. The next Planning 

Meeting is on Monday, March 23 at 1 p.m. 
A volunteer senior at our reception 

desk can give you information on our 
weekly activities and upcoming events 
every weekday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. You 
are welcome to come into the Senior Cen-
ter and pick up a Monthly Newsletter and 
Senior Hot Lunch Calendar. 

Brown Bag Day is Wednesday, 
March 18 from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Visitors can come by any weekday 
between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. to pick up a 
Newsletter with a calendar highlighting 
our upcoming activities and events at the 
Ranchos/Hills Senior Center. Our volun-
teers at the front desk would be happy to 
answer any questions. 

Daylight Savings Time starts on Sun-
day, March 8. 

Happy St. Patrick’s Day on Tuesday, 
March 17 from the members of the Ran-
chos/Hills Senior Center. 

Quote for March: “It was one of 
those March days when the sun shines 
hot and the wind blows cold: When it is 
summer in the light and winter in the 
shade.” — Charles Dickens 

SENIORS cont. from P. 9
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By Igal Treibatch 
 

Enjoy the rain 
while it’s here 

 
The rain in Spain may have fallen on 

the plain, but more rain is falling on 
Madera! The “Wet Season” must be en-
joyed while it lasts, since it does not al-
ways follow the predictions. 

One of my absolute favorite things 
to do is walk on the beach while it is rain-
ing and hear the raindrops hit my raincoat 

while the surf spills onto the sandy beach. 
No one is here. I’m all alone – but not re-
ally. Nature is walking along with me. 
Most of these times I’m the sole person 
enjoying nature as it reveals its beauty. I 
know it sounds sentimental, but I can’t 
help it, nature in its multitude of moods 
can be as beautiful as it can be dangerous 
and ugly, so I take these moments as po-
etry. 

Do I sound sentimental? I feel so, 
and that’s ok. You may want to take the 
time and do something similar but not 
on the beach. Take a stroll through an 

2/26

orchard or the forest while it is raining 
and listen to the quiet and stillness of 
nature. It is a symphony with a har-
mony dictated by nature in time imme-
morial. 

The point I’m trying to make is sim-
ple: take the time to take a break when 
you can, Enjoy a moment whether you 
are by yourself or with someone. Take a 
moment and listen to nature. We all need 
it sometimes. 

Along with others, SEMCU is a 
nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization that 
represents the interests of the residents, 
property owners and businesses in 
Southeastern Madera County. Its con-
cerns, among other issues, are our com-
munity, safety, water, traffic, schools, 
future parks and energy. We invite com-

munity mem-
bers to join 
SEMCU as 
board members 
to help shape the 
S o u t h e a s t  
Madera County 
area and help 
make a differ-
ence for our 
families and 
youngsters. To-
gether, we can 
build a stronger, 
more vibrant 
c o m m u n i t y -
SEMCU meets 

once per month for about an hour online. 
Our next meeting is on March 17, 2026. 
You may join us online and virtually par-
ticipate. To join online, go to 
www.semcu.org for a link and simple in-
structions. Or if you prefer, you can call 
in on your cellphone at 669-900-6833 
then enter the ID# 83632424343 fol-
lowed with the access code 85422. 

Make a difference – make your 
voice heard! 

 
SEMCU is “By the community, for the 

community”
WE’RE ON THE WEB!

www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com

Visit the Ranchos Independent’s own Website and get fully 
downloadable back issues of the Ranchos Independent 

(beginning with April 2006)

George Briner, 79, passed away on Jan. 24, 2026, in Fresno, CA. George was 
born on Sept. 27, 1946 in Madera, Calif. to Orville Briner and Gladys (Drinnen) 
Briner. After graduating from Chowchilla High School in 1965, George moved to 
Fresno where he attended Fresno City College. George began working at several 
local gas stations owned by Joe and Harlan Bailey, his future father-in-law and uncle-
in-law. After that, he worked for different beverage companies. In 1985, George 
made the leap to go into business for himself starting a landscape maintenance busi-
ness which ultimately grew into Briner and Son Landscape Management. George 
was able to celebrate the company's 40th anniversary last month. 

George married JoRene Bailey on August 9, 1969 in Fresno and was blessed to 
celebrate 56 years together. The couple have three children: Eric, Sara and April. 
George was known for his friendly personality, his work ethic and his love to putter 
and tinker on projects. He was loved by all and will be missed by so many. 

George is survived by his beloved wife JoRene; son Eric and daughter-in-law  
Elizabeth Briner; daughter Sara and son-in-law Eric Karlson; daughter April and 
son-in-law Cliff Carey; grandson Colton Briner and his wife, Kiley; great-grandsons, 
Casey, Morgan and Carson; grandchildren Zac Briner, Ethan Briner, Dawson Briner, 
Wyatt Ward, Arianna Ward, Mason Sweetin, Samuel Karlson, Benjamin Karlson, 
Georgia Karlson, Charlotte Karlson, Peter Carey, Titus Carey, Audrey Carey and 
Emilia Carey. He is also survived by a multitude of nieces and nephews. 

He is preceded in death by his parents Orville and Gladys Briner, sisters Jean 
Briner, Faye Bailey, Maxine Briner and brother Lloyd Briner, and also his grand-
daughter, Elyse Carey. 

A memorial service was held Saturday, Feb. 7 at Peoples Church in Fresno, in 
the G.L. Johnson Chapel. George was interred at Clovis Cemetery in Clovis.

George Eldon Briner
September 27, 1946 — January 24, 2026

In Memoriam

www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com
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Click on “Local News” at 
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Super Crossword

Say you saw it in the Independent 

Have friends or family  
who love the 

Independent but live 
outside the area? Are 
you moving but you 

still want to keep in touch 
with what’s happening in 

Southeast Madera County? 

to the Independent

37167 Ave. 12, #5C 
Madera, CA 93636

SUBSCRIBE!
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www.The Ranchos.com

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

559-363-9095

“For the 
community, 

by the 
 community.”

SEMCU

Meetings ONLINE • Go to SEMCU.org 
3rd Tuesday of the month • 6 p.m.

QUALITY EXTERIORS, INC.

www.ankqualityexteriors.com

Contractor Lic. #996620
Bonded & Insured

559-645-1392

Real Estate & Mortgage Professionals

www.sellingfresnorealestate.com

Adrian Gutierrezcall

559-363-4968

http://SEMCU.org
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Click on “Local News” at 

Classified
Carpet/Aggregate Cleaning 
 
Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery -  "Dries  in  hours ,  not  days."  
BBB A+ ra t ing .  Epoxy/aggrega te  
spec ia l i s t  too .  Cal l  Bruce  today 
for  a  free  es t imate .  559-676-
0760.  
 
Firewood 
 
Firewood for sale  -  Seasoned Al-
mond f i rewood.  Round or  sp l i t .  
Call  259-7122 or 645-5523.  
 
Gutter Services 
 
The  Gut te r  Doctor  spec ia l iz ing  in  
both  cont inuous  and  s tandard  ra in  
gu t t e r s .  Gene ra l  Con t rac to r .  Re -
pa i r  Main tenance .  26  years  work-
ing  in  the  a rea .  Cal l   
5 5 9 - 9 0 8 - 0 7 5 9 .  
 
Housecleaning 
 
O n e  m o n t h  F R E E !  w i t h  6 -
m o n t h  a r r a n g e m e n t .  4 0  y e a r s  
o f  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  R a n c h o s .  -  
R e f e r e n c e s  a v a i l a b l e  -  L u p e ’ s  
H o u s e  C l e a n i n g ,  r e s i d e n t i a l ,  
o n e - t i m e  s e r v i c e ,  m o v e -
i n s / m o v e - o u t s ,  w i n d o w s ,  c o n -
s t r u c t i o n  c l e a n  u p .  
L u p e P r a d o 2 5 @ y a h o o  . c o m .  

C a l l  e i t h e r  o f  o u r  L O C A L  
n u m b e r s :  5 5 9 - 7 1 0 - 0 6 9 2  o r  
6 5 0 - 7 7 1 - 2 9 1 5 .  
 
Property Clean Up  
 
P r o p e r t y  c l e a n  u p ,  l a n d s c a p e  
ma in t enance  and  t r ee  t r imming  -  
FREE  ESTIMATES.  P ro fes s iona l  
a n d  r e l i a b l e .  C a l l  E r i c  a t  5 5 9 -
903-3757 .  
 
Recyclables Pick Up 
 
KEEP IT LOCAL -  FREE RECY-
CLING PICKUP -  AmericanMade 
Direct /Kids4recycl ing offers  f ree  
pickup of  newspaper ,  shredded 
paper,  al l  household plastic,  glass,  
aluminum and t in cans (containers 
DON’T need to  be CRV).  Metal  
haul  away and cleanups avai lable  
a lso!  80% return back to  commu-
nity! Call Dianna at 559-999-6832.  
 
Tractor/Trenching Services 
 
BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING 
POSTHOLES - Trees - Trenching - 
Clean Up. TRACTOR WORK  
Discing - Rototill ing - Mowing - 
Scraping - Stump Grinding. Call 
John at 908-1066. 

TO ADVERTISE call 559-645-0634

2/26

• "I purchased a roll of reflective tape to mark 
our basement stairs. It reflects the light from the 
open doorway at the top of the stairs, and I can 
turn the downstairs lights off before heading up. 
I had some leftover, so I put a strip on my dog's 
collar. When I let him out at night, I can shine a 
flashlight and spot him instantly, since the tape 
is more visible in the night." -- V.R. in Penn-
sylvania 
• Tongs lost their clip? Use the rubber band from a bunch of broccoli to hold 
the ends together in storage. 
• "I am an avid craft sewer. One trick I have used that was passed down from 
my mother is to save the bar soap when it gets to a sliver. Then I use it to trace 
patterns on cloth. I like it better than chalk. It makes a clear mark that 'sticks.' 
But it will wash right out when you are done." -- I.W. in Kansas 
• Use an old vegetable peeler in the shop to sharpen pencils. 
• "Diaper rash hurts. The best medicine, in my opinion, is a little diaper-free 
time for baby. But there are times when it's not practical to let the little one go 
about pants-free. When you just can't air-dry an angry baby bottom, you can 
help dry the skin up with a couple minutes of warm air from a hair dryer." -- 
P.M. 
• Wrap the metal end of your paintbrush with masking tape before painting. 
Then you can peel it off and there's no stuck-on paint. 
• Store plastic wrap in the refrigerator or even freezer to keep it from sticking 
to itself.  
 

Send your tips to  
Now Here's a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803  

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.  

with another human being, or making po-
lite conversation with the cashier who has 
rung you up for the last six years? Tap 
your phone. 

We have engineered friction out of 
nearly every aspect of daily life.  

And in doing so, we’ve also engi-
neered out the parts of living that forced 
us to be patient, observant and perhaps 
most tragically, bored. Because boredom 
wasn’t just something to be avoided. It 
was where a lot of life actually happened. 
It was where you noticed things. Where 
your mind wandered. Where new ideas 
showed up. Where you replayed conver-
sations and realized you should probably 
apologize to your mom. Where you day-
dreamed about changing careers, or 
planting a garden, or writing a book you 
were fairly certain no one would read but 
you wanted to write anyway. It was 
where kids made up games in the back-
yard instead of expecting someone else to 
entertain them. It was where you learned 

how to sit with discomfort instead of im-
mediately distracting yourself from it. It 
was where conversations started. Two 
people standing next to each other with 
nothing else to do eventually run out of 
places to look. 

Convenience has given us a lot of 
good things. I am not here to make the 
case that we should all return to a landline-
only existence and start relying on paper 
maps the size of a fitted sheet before leav-
ing the house. I mean, I think that’s my fa-
ther’s argument, but it isn’t mine. 

But maybe the next time we find 
ourselves stuck waiting somewhere with 
nothing to do, we could resist the urge to 
immediately fill the silence. Let our-
selves be bored for a minute or two. 
After all, boredom is still one of the few 
places where you might come up with a 
good idea, notice the world around you, 
or remember why you walked into the 
kitchen in the first place, which no 
smartphone has successfully optimized 
yet … though I’m sure there’s an update 
coming.

GEN WHY cont. from P. 7

Say you saw it in the Independent 
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) There could be some negative reaction to your tough stance when making 
a recent decision. But overall, your efforts result in well-earned recognition and all that can follow from this. 
 
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Your financial situation seems confusing, even for the fiscally savvy 
Bovine. Maybe it's the conflicting advice that you're getting. Check it out before things get too tangled 
to unknot. 
 
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) A relaxed attitude goes a long way in helping you deal with any of life's 
irritants that might be popping up this week. You're also a reassuring role model for others in the same 
situation. 
 
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Your aspect favors creativity, which should persuade you to work on your 
artistic projects. If time is a problem, prioritize your commitments so that your work isn't compromised. 
 
LEO (July 23 to August 22) Scrutinize all the job offers that interest you. Most are honest and worth 
considering, but a few might not be completely forthcoming about what the job is and what the salary and 
benefits are. 
 
VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) An unexpected snafu could delay the completion of a project that 
you're eager to finish. Find out what's causing it, fix it, and if you need help, don't be shy about asking 
for it. Good luck! 
 
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) An idea that could be helpful to you comes from an unlikely source. 
Listen to it. Discuss it. If necessary, adjust it. If it looks as if it might work out quite well, go ahead and 
use it. 
 
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Be careful about allowing someone to share a very personal secret 
with you.  This could cause problems down the l ine with others who are involved in this  person's 
private life. 
 
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) A cooling down of a relationship could be the result of 
neglect -- unintended or not. To save it from icing over, you need to warm it up with a large dose of hot 
SAGITTARIUS passion! 
 
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) This is a good time to get involved with a number of family 
matters that deal with money or other issues that might jeopardize the closeness between and among 
family members. 
 
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Cheer up! A difficult person who appears to be deliberately 
stalling your project might just need to be reassured of the value that they bring to it. 
 
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Good news! Expect to feel reenergized now that you've gone through a 
stressful energy-depleting period that involved a lot of changes. Now, go out there and show them what 
you can do! 

©2026 King Features Synd., Inc. 

You have a warm, giving nature that inspires many to follow your 
example. You show all of us what it's like to lead with love. 

Born this Week
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TRIVIA TEST 
By Fifi Rodriguez

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

 
 
1. A hand, and each banana is a finger. 
2. Agent Smith. 
3. The Four Seasons. 
4. Los Angeles. 
5. Marine One. 
6. Missouri. 
7. 1961. 
8. A fear of cooking. 
9. Jupiter. 
10. England. 
 

Click on “Local News” at 

1. FOOD & DRINK: What is a bunch of ba-
nanas called? 2. MOVIES: Who is Neo's neme-
sis in "The Matrix"? 3. MUSIC: The Broadway 
show "Jersey Boys" is about which music 
group? 4. TELEVISION: In which U.S. city is 
the sitcom "New Girl" set? 5. U.S. PRESI-
DENTS: What is the name of the helicopter that 
transports U.S. presidents? 6. GEOGRAPHY: 
The Lake of the Ozarks is in which U.S. state? 
7. HISTORY: When did construction begin on 
the Berlin Wall? 8. PSYCHOLOGY: What fear 
is represented in the condition called mageiro-
cophobia? 9. ASTRONOMY: Which planet in 
our solar system has the Great Red Spot? 10. 
LITERATURE: Which country is the setting 
for the novel "The French Lieutenant's 
Woman"? 

X

X
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SUDOKU
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