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EDITORIAL cont. fromP. 5

question an increasing number of Cali-
fornians seem to be asking about taxes
is: What are we getting in return?

“Any skepticism voters have in re-
gard to state and local government is
justified,” said Jon Coupal, president of
the Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Associa-
tion.

In Los Angeles, the county Board
of Supervisors’ vote to increase the
sales tax by another half-cent comes
less than a year after the enactment of
Measure A, which doubled the previous
homelessness sales tax to a permanent
half-cent. Supervisors said they are
pushing the sales tax effort to raise $1
billion a year to make up for funding
gaps in healthcare, similar to an argu-
ment being used by the state’s SEIU-
UHW organizers running the proposed
billionaires’ tax. The latter proposal’s
passage would be unprecedented in
American history — and it may not even
be legal in trying to pin individuals’
California residency to the start of this

year, Walczak said.

Kathryn Barger, the lone dissenting
vote on the LA county board, noted her
reluctance to pick up where state legis-
lators have left off, as Los Angeles has
suffered a series of scandals over mis-
managed funds related to a sales tax in-
crease for homelessness services.

“We are not, as a whole, credible
when it comes to promises made, prom-
ises broken,” Barger told the Los An-
geles Times. But sales taxes and
property taxes are only part of the equa-
tion. Some of the most significant in-
creases barely register with the public.

“The tax burden affects Califor-
nia’s economy, and some of these new
proposals could drive out more capital
investment, jobs and economic oppor-
tunity,” Walczak said. “When people
move, they often don’t say they moved
for taxes but for jobs. And what Cali-
fornia has done with its tax policies is
drive those jobs elsewhere.”

This article originally appeared at
WwWWw.nypost.com.

SENIORS cont. from P. 9

fers adults from 60 years and older a nu-
tritionally balanced lunch every weekday
the Senior Center is open. Some favorite
meals include Orange Chicken with rice
and Pork Chile Verde. The Senior Lunch
host does a great job with the hot meals
and provides a welcoming luncheon expe-
rience for our seniors. We work with the
Fresno-Madera Area Agency on Aging to
provide this program to all the seniors in
the community. Seniors don’t need to be
members to enjoy a wonderful hot meal
during the week. If you would like to par-
ticipate in the Senior Hot Lunch Program,
come register at the Senior Center at 10
a.m. any weekday, Monday through Fri-
day.

The Senior Center is always looking
for ideas to include seniors in daily activ-
ities. Any senior can come to help plan the
Annual Home and Garden festival or in-
troduce a new activity for the Senior Cen-
ter Calendar. We welcome new
suggestions and volunteers to help us sup-
port our local seniors. The next Planning

Meeting is on Monday, March 23 at 1 p.m.

A volunteer senior at our reception
desk can give you information on our
weekly activities and upcoming events
every weekday from 9 a.m.to 1 p.m. You
are welcome to come into the Senior Cen-
ter and pick up a Monthly Newsletter and
Senior Hot Lunch Calendar.

Brown Bag Day is Wednesday,
March 18 from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Visitors can come by any weekday
between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. to pick up a
Newsletter with a calendar highlighting
our upcoming activities and events at the
Ranchos/Hills Senior Center. Our volun-
teers at the front desk would be happy to
answer any questions.

Daylight Savings Time starts on Sun-
day, March 8.

Happy St. Patrick’s Day on Tuesday,
March 17 from the members of the Ran-
chos/Hills Senior Center.

Quote for March: “It was one of
those March days when the sun shines
hot and the wind blows cold: When it is
summer in the light and winter in the
shade.” — Charles Dickens

SAY YOU SAW IT ...
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“Real estate is
my life! I make

dyom' real estate
r .

eams a reality.”
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MARIA FOTOPOULOS
REALTOR

5 | \ 559-250-6740 * mfotorealtor@gmail.com

Integrity, Dedication, Results

www.homesmartpva.com/mfoto » DRE #01454566
“Put my experience, knowledge, service and professionalism to work for you.”

BUYING
SELLING

LETS WORK TOGETHER!

My dream is your dream. A loving place to call home
for you and your family. As your trusted real estate
agent, I'm here to guide you in your home buying and
selling journey. Call me today and let's get started,

MARY CHOMPHOSY AVIGLIANO
559.367.7264

@ fle®

@marythcagentofjoy

marytheagentofjoy @gmail.com

DRE 02093132 Real Broker

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive
at the figures given at the bottom
and right-hand columns of the
diagram by following the arith-
metic signs in the order they are
given (that is, from left to right
and top to bottom). Use only the
numbers below the diagram to
complete its blank squares and
use each of the nine numbers
only once.

©2026 King Features Syndicate, Inc.




Page 13

SEMGL

Enjoy the rain
while it’s here

The rain in Spain may have fallen on
the plain, but more rain is falling on
Madera! The “Wet Season” must be en-
joyed while it lasts, since it does not al-
ways follow the predictions.

One of my absolute favorite things
to do is walk on the beach while it is rain-
ing and hear the raindrops hit my raincoat

while the surf spills onto the sandy beach.
No one is here. I’m all alone — but not re-
ally. Nature is walking along with me.
Most of these times I’m the sole person
enjoying nature as it reveals its beauty. |
know it sounds sentimental, but | can’t
help it, nature in its multitude of moods
can be as beautiful as it can be dangerous
and ugly, so | take these moments as po-
etry.

Do | sound sentimental? | feel so,
and that’s ok. You may want to take the
time and do something similar but not
on the beach. Take a stroll through an

orchard or the forest while it is raining
and listen to the quiet and stillness of
nature. It is a symphony with a har-
mony dictated by nature in time imme-
morial.

The point I’m trying to make is sim-
ple: take the time to take a break when
you can, Enjoy a moment whether you
are by yourself or with someone. Take a
moment and listen to nature. We all need
it sometimes.

Along with others, SEMCU is a
nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization that
represents the interests of the residents,
property owners and businesses in
Southeastern Madera County. Its con-
cerns, among other issues, are our com-
munity, safety, water, traffic, schools,
future parks and energy. We invite com-
munity mem-
bers to join
SEMCU as
board members
to help shape the
Southeast
Madera County
area and help
make a differ-
ence for our
families  and
youngsters. To-
gether, we can
build a stronger,
more  vibrant
community-
SEMCU meets
once per month for about an hour online.
Our next meeting is on March 17, 2026.
You may join us online and virtually par-
ticipate. To join online, go to
www.semcu.org for a link and simple in-
structions. Or if you prefer, you can call
in on your cellphone at 669-900-6833
then enter the ID# 83632424343 fol-
lowed with the access code 85422.

Make a difference — make your
voice heard!

SEMCU is “By the community, for the
community”

In Memoriam

George Eldon Briner
September 27, 1946 — January 24, 2026

George Briner, 79, passed away on Jan. 24, 2026, in Fresno, CA. George was
born on Sept. 27, 1946 in Madera, Calif. to Orville Briner and Gladys (Drinnen)
Briner. After graduating from Chowchilla High School in 1965, George moved to
Fresno where he attended Fresno City College. George began working at several
local gas stations owned by Joe and Harlan Bailey, his future father-in-law and uncle-
in-law. After that, he worked for different beverage companies. In 1985, George
made the leap to go into business for himself starting a landscape maintenance busi-
ness which ultimately grew into Briner and Son Landscape Management. George
was able to celebrate the company's 40th anniversary last month.

George married JoRene Bailey on August 9, 1969 in Fresno and was blessed to
celebrate 56 years together. The couple have three children: Eric, Sara and April.
George was known for his friendly personality, his work ethic and his love to putter
and tinker on projects. He was loved by all and will be missed by so many.

George is survived by his beloved wife JoRene; son Eric and daughter-in-law
Elizabeth Briner; daughter Sara and son-in-law Eric Karlson; daughter April and
son-in-law Cliff Carey; grandson Colton Briner and his wife, Kiley; great-grandsons,
Casey, Morgan and Carson; grandchildren Zac Briner, Ethan Briner, Dawson Briner,
Wyatt Ward, Arianna Ward, Mason Sweetin, Samuel Karlson, Benjamin Karlson,
Georgia Karlson, Charlotte Karlson, Peter Carey, Titus Carey, Audrey Carey and
Emilia Carey. He is also survived by a multitude of nieces and nephews.

He is preceded in death by his parents Orville and Gladys Briner, sisters Jean
Briner, Faye Bailey, Maxine Briner and brother Lloyd Briner, and also his grand-
daughter, Elyse Carey.

A memorial service was held Saturday, Feb. 7 at Peoples Church in Fresno, in
the G.L. Johnson Chapel. George was interred at Clovis Cemetery in Clovis.
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Sago Rey
Palm Plantationl

More than 20,000

Palms & Sagos in stock.
We also have a wide selection of

Shade & Fruit trees.
call Juan and Maria at

559-268-6650

6700 E. Central Ave. ¢ Fresno : www.sagorey.com

WE’RE ON THE WEHEB!

Visit the Ranchos Independent’s own Website and get fully
downloadable back issues of the Ranchos Independent
(beginning with April 2006)

www.TheRanchos.com

www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com

www.TheRanchos.com
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SPREAD THE NEWS‘_

Have friends or family »‘
who love the
Independent but live
outside the area? Are
you moving but you
still want to keep in touch
with what’s happening in
Southeast Madera County?

SUBSCRIBE!

to the Independent
local news ¢ local events ¢ local happenings
editorial ® games ¢ real estate ¢ columns
37167 Ave, 12, 150

The Pridependent

645-0634 ¢ fax 645-4002 ¢ ranchosnews(Cyahoo.com

#5C « Madera CA 93636 _Fax 559-645-4002

Email
dent 37187 Ave- 12 #3C Madera CAD3636 Eax350:6450002 o

The Independent 37167 Ave. 1

Payment: $20[] Cash [ Check [] Credit Card [] Bill Me
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Say you saw it in e Imdependent

—Super Crossword——
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1 2 3 4 5 6 8 9 10 |11 12 |13 |14 15 |16 |17 (18
19 20 ! 22
23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30
39 [40
44
a7
54
60
66
73
85 |86 |87
91
99
103
106
115 116 117 118|119 120 |121 |122
123 124 125
126 127 . 128 129
ACROSS 61 Computer 117 Riddle’s 11 Biden’s party: 49 Tariff 85 African
1 Soft drink menu option answer Abbr. 51 Sporty truck, capital on
giant 62 Revise, asa 123 Painter 12 Basketball in brief the Gulf of
9 Pappy manuscript Vincent coach Rupp 52 Daiquiri Guinea
12“Botch- —" 63 Yank's home van — 13 Re-sol linkup base 86 Wyoming
(old hit song) 66 Try to be like 124 Fastening 14 Boiled, salted 55 “Cool” cash tribe
15 Masticate 69 A couple of feature of soybeans amount members
19 Oval wind 71 Mice, e.g. many aface 151040 pro 56 Very little, 87 Small swine
instruments 73 House divs. mask 16 Dance similar ~ as of salt breeds
20 Took too far 74 Kinda 125 Ultimate tothefango 57 Tantrum 92 Several
22 Put concrete 77 And higher, consumers of 17 Unsaintly 58 Brian of 93 Plant-eating
on as in price products soul electronica sea mammal
23 Startof a 80 Perfect 126 With 18 Marshy 59Giveasa 95 Catchesina
riddle 81 Riddle, part 4 83-Down, habitats bonus snare
25 Partially 85 Dalai — ltalian veal 21 Holy artifact ~ 63 Like wasted 97 “Planet
26 Heir, often 88 Contaminate dish 24 Trade show food Money” airer
27 Penta-plus 89 Big burden 127 Zine staffers 29 “So true!” 64Ina 98 Includes
one 90 Sports draw 128 Antis' votes 31 Fertilizable theatrical 100 People
28 Spitting 91 Paper-folding 129 Occupied, cells manner lugging
beast craft asaninn 32 Chip go-with 65 Snoozing things
30 Everything 94 Part of BTW 33 ActressBo 67 Shoe tip 101 Politician Mo,
31 Unusual or OTC DOWN 35 “The risks 68 Like Nin's Mark or
34“Our Gang” 96 “Allowmeto 1 Female outweigh the writings Tom
novelist Roth assist’ whales benefits” 70 “Mind Train” 102 Ship’s
37 Actress Peet 99 End of the 2 Eight, 36 Intense beam  singer Yoko rigging
of “Trust Me” riddle in Peru 38 Some 72 Baseball 108 “If only —
39 Riddle, part 2 103 Allergy 3 "Misery” actor reunion-goers  great known!”
44 Leonardo of sufferer's James 39U.S.women's  Roush 110 — of March
“Titanic” device 4 Pradodisplay ~ soccerstar ~ 750Id Pan Am 111 Taboo thing
45 Curvy letter 104 White swan 5102, to Nero atthe Atlanta competitor 112 Litigated
46 Given a in “Swan 6 Walk- — Olympics 76 “Shy” singer 113 Poet Pound
permanent Lake" (small roles) 40 Living ink DiFranco 114 “—a vie!"
post 105 Audit org. 7 Plastering squirter T8 ETS craft 116 “Well well"
47 Cereal grain 106 Spy's device strip 41 Assistant 79 Fail to keep 118 Charged
48 Computer 107 With 8 Arthur of 42 |daho’s one's cool atom
menu option 112-Across, tennis capital 81 Return fo 119 Animal
50 Prefix with “Hold on!” 9 Troy of “A 43 Person doing base after a park
chemistry 109 Sneak attack Summer penance fly ball 120 Rx
53 Curiosity's 112 See Place” 44 One search- 82 — nous watchdog
planet 107-Across 10 Gardner or ing for water 83 See 121 Dude
54 Riddle, part 3 115 Akron’s DuVernay of with a 126-Across 122 Suffix of
60 Palatable slate film diviningrod 84 “Likewise” enzymes

Click on ““Local News’ at
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Domestic Well, Agriculture Well
Airlifting, Well Brushing, Swahhing
Well Rehahilition, Test Hole

I5593|'" [I?lla?lﬂlllnr'SB%l“ 51-|5624| |

Now Is The Time To
Shed Those

Unwanted Pounds!

DIET
WORLD
MEDICAL

Lose Weight NOW!

Unlimited
-_._,_Concrete

Lic. #1042108

DRJL’EWAYS-S!EWALKS»COMMERCJAL-RES!DENTML
Jose Lope=
559-779-0401

H'Al RCUTS |

]S“I &S

L---------__—-‘—

= Semors Thursdla Vs ONL Y S 1 3‘

-1J sa‘Avs.a 12 #104
~(behind Pizza Factory)

/" PUMP SYSTEMS

674-1663

same day sernvice

TIRED OF PAYING FOR
FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements
vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce
the cost of flood
insurance (or
eliminate it
completely).

Lic. #PLS 5815
Michael Sutherland
=\ & Associates, Inc.

645-4730 * Fresno 447-5815

CONCRETE?

Architectural Hardscapes
&1 Residential»Commercial
Flace & Finish Services
Site-WorkCurbs
Sidewalks*Foundations
Retaining Walls+Patios
Driveways+*Demo+Grading

QUALITY EXTERIORS, INC.

Contractor Lic. #996620
Bonded & Insured

ENGINEERING I

A solid foundafion for your next project
l Land Surveying * Civil Engineering * Consulting

! INVEST IN YOUR

: EXISTING PROPERTY! :
I For a free consultation, visit !
I our Madera Ranchos office! 1

I |
1 10878 HWY 41 « 559-645-4849
I www.bedrockeng.com i

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS
All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders

Sales & Leasing

11822-4500

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos
www.jhsanders.com

Real Estate & \ orfgage Plofesmonals

I\ Adrian Gutierrez
599-363-4968

www.sellingfresnorealestate.com

PERSONAL
TOUCH

Lic. # B0O008113

Landscaping & Gardening Services

Yard cleanups & hauling + Weed control
Lawn & garden service « Maintenance

BUBBA'S

WATER TRUCK SERVICE

7" Holding Tanks
/" Swimming Pools |

Potable Water
Dust Control

MARION POOL
) i:m ICE O REPAIR
_ * Weekly Service
* Equipment
+ Supplies
* Residential
+ Drains - Upstarts « Commercial

SEMCU

“For the
community,
by the
community.”

559-363-9095

Meetings ONLINE « Go to SEMCU.org
3rd Tuesday of the month « 6 p.m.

VALLEY PROPANE
pricee gou can affornd.
645-5324
The ONLY
locally owned

propane company
in the Ranchos

SAND & GRAVEL+ CRUSHED ROCK
FILL DIRT*TOP SOIL*HUMUS*BARK
CHIPS*RIVER ROCK*BASE ROCK
ROCK DUST*COBBLESTONES
DRIVEWAY BASE
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP

TRUCKING

559-479-4113

CA #441782*www.chadstrucking.com

Aleman’s'Painting

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

BONDED & coustical Removal

INSURED

Color Matching

MUJ 559-718-3554 r:gre :%égggrgggggsg Covering #  Call Gina * Locally Owned
_ zoz 6—1 7 559-645-1392 | | callMagAnayaur. | [Mountainfvess == atse283401) | 251.2514 3511605 6454799
P o o AteSE! lyww, ankqualityexteriors.com e 559-718-0558 BubbasWTS@yahoo.com office cell after5 p.m.
LANDSCAPE MATERIAL

Get Involved!

645-4001

2nd Wed. of the month « 6:30 p.m.
37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

FJIPS] aEﬂ’c/{,w s

SUNDAYS{9°& 16:30 AM

959-481-6875 | | -

37193 Ave. 12 #3H

Madera Ranchos
LIVE ONLINE AT 10:30 AM
WWMW.FLIPSIDE.CHURCH

info@acts176.com
SEE YOU SUNDAY!

“We've got your back”

D.O.T. Physicals * Drug Testing
Spons Physicals only $35!

EIANEY
/ HIROPRACTIC
thabilifofion cenftr

660-5262

36754 AVE. 12 - Madera Ranchos

mawm mf«e Wood Stems
Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts

569-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

www.The Ranchos.com

(559) 645-0634
The Independent
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Classified

Call
numbers:
650-771-2915.

Carpet/Aggregate Cleaning

Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Epoxy/aggregate
specialist too. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-676-
0760.

Firewood

Firewood for sale - Seasoned Al-
mond firewood. Round or split.
Call 259-7122 or 645-5523.

Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor specializing in
both continuous and standard rain
gutters. General Contractor. Re-
pair Maintenance. 26 years work-

ing in the area. Call
559-908-0759.
Housecleaning
One month FREE! with 6-

month arrangement. 40 years
of experience in the Ranchos. -
References available - Lupe’s
House Cleaning, residential,
one-time service, move-
ins/move-outs, windows, con-
struction clean up.
LupePrado25@yahoo .com.

of our LOCAL
559-710-0692 or

either

Property Clean Up

Property clean wup, landscape
maintenance and tree trimming -
FREE ESTIMATES. Professional
and reliable. Call Eric at 559-
903-3757.

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLING PICKUP - AmericanMade
Direct/Kids4recycling offers free
pickup of newspaper, shredded
paper, all household plastic, glass,
aluminum and tin cans (containers
DON’T need to be CRV). Metal
haul away and cleanups available
also! 80% return back to commu-
nity! Call Dianna at 559-999-6832.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING
POSTHOLES - Trees - Trenching -
Clean Up. TRACTOR WORK
Discing - Rototilling - Mowing -
Scraping - Stump Grinding. Call
John at 908-1066.

GEN WHY cont. from P. 7

with another human being, or making po-
lite conversation with the cashier who has
rung you up for the last six years? Tap
your phone.

We have engineered friction out of
nearly every aspect of daily life.

And in doing so, we’ve also engi-
neered out the parts of living that forced
us to be patient, observant and perhaps
most tragically, bored. Because boredom
wasn’t just something to be avoided. It
was where a lot of life actually happened.
It was where you noticed things. Where
your mind wandered. Where new ideas
showed up. Where you replayed conver-
sations and realized you should probably
apologize to your mom. Where you day-
dreamed about changing careers, or
planting a garden, or writing a book you
were fairly certain no one would read but
you wanted to write anyway. It was
where kids made up games in the back-
yard instead of expecting someone else to
entertain them. It was where you learned

how to sit with discomfort instead of im-
mediately distracting yourself from it. It
was where conversations started. Two
people standing next to each other with
nothing else to do eventually run out of
places to look.

Convenience has given us a lot of
good things. I am not here to make the
case that we should all return to a landline-
only existence and start relying on paper
maps the size of a fitted sheet before leav-
ing the house. | mean, I think that’s my fa-
ther’s argument, but it isn’t mine.

But maybe the next time we find
ourselves stuck waiting somewhere with
nothing to do, we could resist the urge to
immediately fill the silence. Let our-
selves be bored for a minute or two.
After all, boredom is still one of the few
places where you might come up with a
good idea, notice the world around you,
or remember why you walked into the
kitchen in the first place, which no
smartphone has successfully optimized
yet ... though I’'m sure there’s an update
coming.

sylvania

"I purchased a roll of reflective tape to mark
our basement stairs. It reflects the light from the
open doorway at the top of the stairs, and I can
turn the downstairs lights off before heading up.
| had some leftover, so | put a strip on my dog's
collar. When I let him out at night, | can shine a
flashlight and spot him instantly, since the tape
is more visible in the night." -- V.R. in Penn-

TOADVERTIS al o

STOP THE PAIN!

“We’ve got your back”

D.O.T. Physicals « Drug Testing
Sports Physicals only $35!

ey, /

N AN
ANEY
HIROPRACTIC

& rehabilitodion cender

36754 AVE. 12 « 6605262

* Tongs lost their clip? Use the rubber band from a bunch of broccoli to hold
the ends together in storage.

"l am an avid craft sewer. One trick | have used that was passed down from
my mother is to save the bar soap when it gets to a sliver. Then | use it to trace
patterns on cloth. | like it better than chalk. It makes a clear mark that 'sticks.’
But it will wash right out when you are done." -- LW. in Kansas

» Use an old vegetable peeler in the shop to sharpen pencils.

« "Diaper rash hurts. The best medicine, in my opinion, is a little diaper-free
time for baby. But there are times when it's not practical to let the little one go
about pants-free. When you just can't air-dry an angry baby bottom, you can
help dry the skin up with a couple minutes of warm air from a hair dryer.” --
P.M.

* Wrap the metal end of your paintbrush with masking tape before painting.
Then you can peel it off and there's no stuck-on paint.

« Store plastic wrap in the refrigerator or even freezer to keep it from sticking
to itself.

Send your tips to
Now Here's a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

Say you saw it in the Independent

Click on ““Local News™ at




Just Like Cats & Dogs
' !

by Dave T. Phippe

M

"~ OH, GIVE ME A BREAK.
THANK YOU FOR BREAKFAST.

ADS
LOGOS
PR
MARKETING

645-0634

© North America Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) There could be some negative reaction to your tough stance when making
a recent decision. But overall, your efforts result in well-earned recognition and all that can follow from this.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Your financial situation seems confusing, even for the fiscally savvy
Bovine. Maybe it's the conflicting advice that you're getting. Check it out before things get too tangled
to unknot.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) A relaxed attitude goes a long way in helping you deal with any of life's
irritants that might be popping up this week. You're also a reassuring role model for others in the same
situation.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Your aspect favors creativity, which should persuade you to work on your
artistic projects. If time is a problem, prioritize your commitments so that your work isn't compromised.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Scrutinize all the job offers that interest you. Most are honest and worth
considering, but a few might not be completely forthcoming about what the job is and what the salary and
benefits are.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) An unexpected snafu could delay the completion of a project that
you're eager to finish. Find out what's causing it, fix it, and if you need help, don't be shy about asking
for it. Good luck!

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) An idea that could be helpful to you comes from an unlikely source.
Listen to it. Discuss it. If necessary, adjust it. If it looks as if it might work out quite well, go ahead and
use it.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Be careful about allowing someone to share a very personal secret
with you. This could cause problems down the line with others who are involved in this person's
private life.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) A cooling down of a relationship could be the result of
neglect -- unintended or not. To save it from icing over, you need to warm it up with a large dose of hot
SAGITTARIUS passion!

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) This is a good time to get involved with a number of family
matters that deal with money or other issues that might jeopardize the closeness between and among
family members.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Cheer up! A difficult person who appears to be deliberately
stalling your project might just need to be reassured of the value that they bring to it.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Good news! Expect to feel reenergized now that you've gone through a
stressful energy-depleting period that involved a lot of changes. Now, go out there and show them what
you can do!

Born this Week.

You have A wArm, gi\/ing nature that im}aims mant to fallaw your
example. You show ALl of us what it's Like to lead with Love.

“Hey, this is a great deal on refinancing!”

www. The Ranchos.com
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THE BEST
THIS 15 MY FAVORITE PART (5 WHEN [T
BEDTIME STORY. TAKES $0 LoNG TO By Fifi Rodriguez
READ | GET To PUT
OFF GOING TO 1. FOOD & DRINK: What is a bunch of ba-

SLEER, nanas called? 2. MOVIES: Who is Neo's neme-
sis in "The Matrix"? 3. MUSIC: The Broadway
show "Jersey Boys" is about which music
group? 4. TELEVISION: In which U.S. city is
the sitcom "New Girl" set? 5. U.S. PRESI-
DENTS: What is the name of the helicopter that
transports U.S. presidents? 6. GEOGRAPHY':
The Lake of the Ozarks is in which U.S. state?

ONCE UPON A TIME, THERE WERE THREE | | THERE WAS ALSO A BIG, BAD WOLF WHO BLEW DOWN THE FIRST BUT THE WOLF WAS STUBBORN AND REFUSED To 7. HISTORY: When did construction begin on
LITTLE PIGS WHo LIVED IN HOUSES OF TWO HOUSES. BUT THE BRICK HOUSE WAS TOO STRONG FOR | |GIVE UR HE CHECKED WITH THE COUNTY AND LEARNED |\ o 1\ hoin 8 PSYCHOLOGY: What fear
STICK, STRAW AND BRICK, RESPECTIVELY, HIM AND PROTECTED THE THREE PIGS FROM HIS HUNGER, THE PIG NEVER GOT THE PROFER PERMITS TO BUILD. . .

is represented in the condition called mageiro-
cophobia? 9. ASTRONOMY': Which planet in
our solar system has the Great Red Spot? 10.
LITERATURE: Which country is the setting
for the novel "The French Lieutenant's
Woman"?
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¥ Jandne 6
=117 ‘BUI009 JO Jea) \ °
THE THREE PIGS TRIED TO FIGHT IT IN COURT, BUT .. LEAVING THE THREE |3 [T THIS IS WHY | BQES Ve Aean nE Con 4003 40 IE3} 7 '8
HE COUNTY EVENTOALLY CONDEMNED THEIR BRick Jlil | PIGS HELPLESS AGAINST f DON'TSK LIKE A SKIP HS FATORITE BOOK, "COODNGHT "T96T 'L
HOUSE AND DEMANDED IT BE TORN Down... THE BIG, BAD WOLF. = READIN' BEDTIME FAKED MOON LANDING" . .
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Amber Waves by Dave T. Phipps
GUESS WE HAVE TWO CHOICES. wow, SO My OPTIONS ARE

%/ OK, THAT SHOULD DO IT. D HATE TO SEEALLOR Y] | :
OUR BEST SNOWMAN EVER! WATCH HIM MELT AWAY ©R STICK SUPER DEPRESSING OR JUST

 HARD WORK 60 To WASTE.Af | ™ kT o

DOWNRIGHT CREEPY?
()

F HIM IN THE FREEZER.
w J -0_.__.
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SUpPoKu

by Linda Thistle
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I ONCE CRO%5ED
A LAWN MOWER
WITH A CANARY

AND WHAT
HAPPENED P

apeapuig sainped Bury 92029

e SR

7
:
&
H

Out on a Limb
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UAG GUMMIT/ T
FORGOT MY GUN.

AWARD FOR
SHORTEST TINME
MYoNE WAS EVER
A GUNSLINGER IN
THE ol WEST..

“pansasas syBu |y “ouU| eledipuls saurmeey Buiy 9202

The Independent

(AL 359-43-0034
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HOCUS —-OCUS HENRY BOLTINOFF

Find at least six differences in details between panels. xopiam
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macic maze @ RAINOR

SHINE
POLJHEBCAXVTRPN
LJHFEIDRBDYXVTR
PSTSONNIARTSERM
KPEPIGIENIHSNUS
GRRIERAHDVNBI ZN
XARTWARUSETRHQ I
OTASNIDLITIGSFA
ENITHSNOOMRUDECR
AYNINIARHABOOXF
WMONKEYSHINEHVE
TSRENIHSDNAESIR

Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all
directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally
Unlisted clue hint: CRANIAL COMPUTER

Bahrain Monkeyshine  Restrain Sprain
Drain Moonshine Rise and shine Sunshine
Drivetrain ~ Qutshine Shoeshine Terrain
Ingrain Refrain Spit-shine

2026 King Features Syndicate, Inc. Al ights reserved,




SENMCULD

south east madera county united

A non-profit organization dedicated to improving life in South East Madera County

Notice of SEMCU Annvual
Board of Directors Meeting
and Election of new

Board Members

Please join us to provide questions, concerns,
and solutions to our community.

The public is invited to nominate and be
nominated to the SEMCU Board of Directors
at our ANNUAL MEETING: MARCH 17t at 6pm

SEMCU meets on the 3rd Tuesday every month

Our next meeting is online en Tuesday, March 17% at 6 p.m.

Online: go to: WWW.SEMCU.ORG for the link

By phone: 669-900-6833
& enter meeting ID#: 836 3242 4343, then access code 854 221

559-363-9095 ¢ www.semcu.org ¢ info@semcu.org
FORTHE COMMUNITY, BY THE COMMUNITY



