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March 7, residents of the unincorporated areas of Madera County, including all
O nthose
who live in zip code 93636, will have an opportunity to participate in another
election — the results of which will directly affect their pocketbooks, their environment and possibly their safety. Measure L, if passed by a full two-thirds majority of
voters, will impose a 1 percent tax on the sale of non-food goods sold only in the unincorporated areas of the County, strictly to provide additional fire, emergency and
deputy sheriff services in the unincorporated areas. If approved, the monetary impact
to residents will begin in the fall when the overall sales tax, which was reduced to 7.75
percent at the beginning of the year, will return to 8.75 percent.
Fire Department Upgrades
Nancy Koerperich, Unit Chief for the Madera-Mariposa-Merced Unit of Cal Fire,
with whom the County has contracted for firefighting and emergency services since
1928, said Measure L has several components for the Fire Department, all of which
will be implemented over a six-year period. First, it will pay for three new fire stations which will be located in Bass Lake, North Fork and the Chowchilla/Fairmead
area. And, since the one person per
fire engine scenario is a proven
safety hazard and Cal Fire will no
long contract for stations with only
one fire fighter, all new stations will
get two-person, 24/7 staffing. Second, the five current stations will
also be brought up to the minimum
staffing requirements for safety
with two full-time fire fighters per
station. Koerperich said she is just
grateful that within six years the unincorporated areas of Madera
County will have eight stations
manned with two full time fire
fighters each. This will include hiring 25 additional fire fighters. She
said the Madera County Board of
Supervisors is committed to doing
their part by paying to improve the
current level of equipment, to provide water tenders and infrastructure, and to give paid call fire
fighters a raise — all separate and
apart from Measure L funds. Again,
solely to serve the unincorporated
areas of the County. Koerperich said
she is also very grateful to Sheriff
Jay Varney for taking only 20 percent of the Safety Sales Taxes that will be collected
and allowing the Fire Department to take 80 percent, since they are in such dire need.
Deputy Sheriff Service Upgrades
Sheriff Varney, who, like Chief Koerperich, spoke at the Yes on Measure L Campaign Public Safety Forum held at the Ranchos Middle School on Feb. 15, said he
supports Measure L because: “It’s a 1-cent sales tax dedicated to greatly improving
public safety in unincorporated Madera County.” When asked at the Forum, he said
there were six deputies and a sergeant working to cover the entire county that night,
the following night there would be nine, and if Measure L passes, nine new Sheriff’s
Deputies would be hired; seven in the first year after implementation and two more in
the next few years.
Opposition to Measure L
New taxes are never popular, and Measure L has its detractors who have their
own website, www.NoOnMeasureL.org. By way of argument, opponents of the
Safety Sales Tax refer to actions by previous Boards of Supervisors such as giving
County employees raises and list the amount of money the County spends on welfare
as well as estimated amounts they may spend in the future on other projects.
To address those concerns Auditor/Controller Todd Miller is voluntarily participating in the series of Public Safety Forums being held in February. In his presentation, Miller says that of the County’s $266 million budget, only 23 percent, or $63
million, is controlled by County Supervisors and that does not include welfare which
is controlled and paid for by the State. Miller said that of the $63 million that the Su-

pervisors control, 64 percent, or $40 million is currently applied to protection services with fire at 12 percent and the sheriff’s department at 28 percent.
Further, Miller said of the 1,700 people the County employed before the economic downturn, only 700 remain and of those that remain, they have been compensated approximately 25 percent less than those in neighboring counties. This causes
Madera County to be in a continuous rehiring-retraining mode as people leave for
better-paying jobs elsewhere. Miller concluded by pointing out that deputies and
prison guards that have remained have not received a raise since 2007. He said that
for all the stated reasons, current employees’ salaries simply cannot be used to pay
for more protection services.
Supervisor Support
Supervisor Brett Frazier, also in attendance at the Feb. 15 Forum, acknowledged mistakes had been made in the past. He said the Board had finally gotten
“our finances in order,” and when asked why he and Supervisor Tom Wheeler had
decided to hold a special election for a sales tax for only the unincorporated areas
of the County, he said the cities’
and the unincorporated areas’
needs are vastly different, and
while he and Wheeler had tried to
work out a way to share more services and expenses with the cities,
he did not believe that such an
arrangement would provide the unincorporated areas their fair share.
He said passage of Measure L will
not only ensure that the special
sales tax revenue is applied exclusively to the unincorporated areas,
but it will only go to fire, emergency and sheriff services. Although not required, Measure L
funds’ dispersal will also be subject to annual, independent financial audits and a minimum annual
review by a Citizen’s Oversight
Committee, he said.
Wheeler Addresses Opposition
Measure L opponents also
point to the fact that County funds
are being spent to hold the election
as well as to educate the public
about it and that the tax is anticipated to generate approximately $8
million in additional revenue per year, even without accounting for expected population growth. But Supervisor Wheeler doesn’t see those as negatives. He says 30-50
percent of sales tax revenue is generated by the four million tourists who travel on
Highway 41 to Yosemite and those who travel and stop on Highway 99. Wheeler
said he’s pushing Measure L, “… because it’s one of the most important opportunities to improve community safety …” that he’s come across during his 11-year tenure
as Supervisor. In referring to sources of sales tax from tourists, he said Pilot service
station on Highway 99 is the largest sales tax generator for Madera County, bringing
in more than $1 million per year. And he said Klein’s, Fresno County’s largest tax
generator, is moving to Madera County.
Measure L is a Sales Tax
Volunteer Campaign Manager Bill Ritchie said he likes the fact that Measure L
is structured as a sales tax because it ensures “everybody has a little skin in the game.”
He said for the first time we now have a Board that is requiring developers to fund
their own services, but that doesn’t address the current stagnant funding crisis.
“Proposition 13 has taken money from the County for the State and the Feds,” Ritchie
said, adding, “we need to bring the Fire Department up to 21st century standards.”
Frazier Says There’s No Better Way
Supervisor Frazier agreed. He said other than creating a Benefits Assessment
District paid for by property owners only, “There just isn’t any way to do it other
than Measure L.” He said, “If you haven’t been happy with the Board in the past,
don’t punish everybody. We don’t get everything right, but we got this right.”
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Flag Barn Changes Hands, CMC Hospital Planned
Two hundred acres of land that include the iconic “Flag Barn” property
located on the northeast corner of Avenue 12 and Highway 41 have been
sold by property owner McCaffrey
Homes to Community Medical Centers,
whose future plans are to build a medical facility there. The sale was made
public on Sunday, Feb. 19 through a
public relations piece in the Fresno

Bee.
Community Medical Centers operates several medical facilities in Fresno
and Clovis, including Community Regional Medical Center, Clovis Community Medical Center, Fresno Heart
& Surgical Hospital, Community Behavioral Health Center, California Cancer Center, Community Health
Center-Sierra, Community Subacute &

Transitional Care Center and the Deran
Koligian Ambulatory Care Center.
As the area of Southeast Madera
County develops, a proposed 60,000
homes will eventually be built through
various housing developments. Community Medical Centers was quoted as
saying the Madera purchase puts them
in the position “...when and where
healthcare demands rise.”
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Current Hay Prices per Bale

Timothy Hay (Oregon) ............................................... $21.99
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Alfalfa .................................................................... $12.25
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Cattle Oat Hay ..................................................... $ 4.99 (and up)
(All hay prices per bale and subject to change)
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Dear Editor:
Here are some reasons why I'm voting
"no" on Measure L, the “Safety Tax”:
1. The County continues to pursue an
OHV [Off Highway Vehicle] park for a special interest group that wants to drive fast on
dirt. Estimated cost to taxpayers for getting the
park operational: $1.2 million. Approximate
additional cost to tax payers if park does not
meet the operating standards of the grant conditions: $2.2 million. Why can't this tax money
be used for fire protection?
2. The Board of Supervisors passed a resolution that would require taxpayers to pay the
entire PERS [Public Employees Retirement
System] contribution for the pensions of
Madera County elected officials and department heads (Madera County Resolution 2016257; 8/20/16). Why can't this potential
hundreds of thousands of tax money be used
for fire protection instead?
3. Taxpayer funds of $34.5 million – plus
cost of new furnishings – for a government
center. Why couldn't these funds be used for
fire protection?
4. Starbucks kiosk for the government
center whose initial estimated cost to taxpayers
is $256,000 plus yearly cost of kiosk employee
benefits and resource services, insurance, tax
exemption, IT allowance, liability insurance,
shortfall, etc.: (Google 2/9/16 Aramark Starbucks kiosk - agreement). Why couldn't these
funds be used for fire protection?
5. Between 2015-2017, approximately $7
million in salary increases and benefits for
county employees and the Board of Supervisors. Why couldn't this taxpayer money be
used for fire protection instead?
6. Matching grant services for a homeless
shelter in Oakhurst and for a proposed additional homeless shelter. Why can't cost of
matching services be used for fire protection
instead?
7. Estimates for the proposed County
monument: $1 million - $1.4 million. Why
can't these taxpayer funds be used for fire protection?
8. Changing the Veterans Administration
position from part-time to full-time. Was this
new full-time position offered to an outgoing

supervisor? Since the Grand Jury report indicated that the department had adequate staffing,
why doesn't the position remain in its part-time
status? Why isn't the cost of the increase in
salary used for fire protection instead?
9. The Oversight Committee which Measure L provides will be selected by the Board of
Supervisors – this is the very governing body
that has brought fire protection to its knees in
Madera Count. A classic case of the foxes selecting foxes to guard the hen house.
10. Measure L provides for a yearly audit.
This audit will be reviewed by the Oversight
Committee and the Board of Supervisors. Taxpayers will have to rely on the very governing
body, the Board of Supervisors, who failed to
take action on prior audit issues. Ref: 20122013 Madera County Grand Jury; final report
complaint regarding County administration
and finance (excerpts) findings:
4. The Madera County Board of Supervisors:
B. Failed to direct corrective action be
taken to solve cash account issues after being
provided detailed recommendations from previous outside audits;
C. Allowed the delay for more than one
year of the filing of the outside audit (single
audit) without determining the actual cause of
this failure;
D. Failed to request findings of the 2009
and 2010 audits;
E. Failed to take effective action to eliminate the friction which exists between the
Treasurer, the CAO and the Auditor-Controller.
11. Isn't it true that $3.2 million in taxpayer funds allocated for improving Road 415
were diverted to the City of Madera through an
illegal board vote? (Madera County case no.
MCV0362110). By the time the violation was
tried in court the money was gone and the
judge dismissed the case.
12. The promise that Measure L will improve ISO ratings, which will cause fire insurance premiums to drop, is misleading. Many
insurance companies do not use ISO ratings.
Out of the 100 points in an ISO rating, only 50
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Letters

WIN FREE PROPANE!

WIN 125 GALLONS OF PROPANE

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________

Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2017. Delivery must be by August 31, 2017.
Must be a Valley Propane customer.

M A I L TO: Va l l e y Pr o p a n e • 3 7 2 2 1 Av e. 1 2 # 1 D
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CALL FOR FREE WATER ANALYSIS & ESTIMATE

Local Ranchos Residents - “We know Ranchos water!”

559-474-9033 • 559-942-3098

JungleJan51@yahoo.com
Licensed • Insured • Sorry, no vinyl pools
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Editorial
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I need to get this off my chest: I
hate taxes.
I understand that they are often
necessary so I begrudgingly pay my
fair share -- but not a penny more.
So there’s the dichotomy: The necessity of taxes and the revulsion toward them. In the case of Measure L,
there is no question fire and police
services in Madera County, specifically the unincorporated areas such as
the Ranchos, are woefully under represented. The story of the house in the
Ranchos that burned half a block away
from Station 19 because there weren’t
“authorized” firefighters on hand who
could drive firetrucks has become legend. And in the case of our sheriff’s
deputies, their territory ranges from
Firebaugh to the gates of Yosemite and
the whole width of Madera County. I
have talked to deputies in the past who
said that there were times when there
was a mere handful of officers at any
given time covering that large of an
area. What does that mean to us? Well,
if there’s a big crime scene in Oakhurst
requiring multiple deputies, try getting
an officer out to the Ranchos when you
hear strange sounds outside your house
at two in the morning. It’s physics:
You can only occupy one space at a
time.
So who could be against getting

“There's the
problem of
leaks.
Before
we even
announced
the giveaway
of surplus
cheese, the
warehouse
mice had
hired a
lobbyist. ”

more emergency personnel out there to
help us in our times of need? I mean
it’s only a penny, right?
Here’s the problem (and this problem is like an onion -- it has LOTS of
layers): We already pay enough in taxes
to cover this stuff. According to JustFacts.com, taxes collected by federal, state
and local governments in 2015 totaled $4.9
trillion. An average of $39,539 for every
American household. Nationwide, the $1.6
trillion collected by state and local governments was 34 percent from sales taxes, 29
percent from property taxes, 23 percent
from individual income taxes, 4 percent
from corporate income taxes and about 9
percent from other taxes. That’s a lot of
taxes.
So if we’ve got all of this tax money,
why do we need another tax just to get
basic protection? Because that original
money is being spent in other places. I’m
not blaming our Supervisors. Their hands
are tied on a lot (not all) of this. This year
Madera County has an annual budget of
$266 million but the Supervisors only have
discretion over $63 million. That’s just 23
percent of the total budget. Of their $63
million, 64 percent goes to fire/police protection and the remaining 36 percent has to
cover everything else.
See, the state knows better what to do
with our money than we do. They’ve set
up these things that the County has to pay
for, even if the County doesn’t have the
money. They’re called unfunded liabilities.
The California Policy Center estimates that
California state and local governments owe
$1.3 trillion from bonds and loans, as well
as unfunded pension and other employment benefits. Add to that billions of dollars in neglected infrastructure and you get
52 percent of our Gross State Product
being spent before it ever walks in the door.
What does all of this mean? If the people of the unincorporated areas of Madera
County want fire and police protection
we’re going to have to pay for it -- again.
But here’s the good news: We won’t really
be paying for the bulk of it. Since this is a
sales tax and not a property tax, the one cent
per dollar is generated by purchases. And
each year approximately 4 million people
travel through the unincorporated areas of
Madera County to get to Yosemite. They
stop, they buy gas, they eat, they buy trinkets. Four million of them each year.
I have no problem with families from
France, Germany and Japan paying for my
sheriff’s deputies or firefighters. Thank
you.
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Feminists Ruining Feminism
A solid foundation for your next project
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Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
Divide your property with a parcel map
Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley
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It’s hard being a woman. Not
because of the oppressive patriarchal establishment or that
wretched wage gap. I can deal
with all that. No, it’s tough because everyone wants to lump
all women in with the modern
feminist movement. Suddenly I
feel the incessant need to qualify my very existence to everyone I meet. Hi my name is Eryn,
and no, I am not a feminist and I icate little flowers that need to
don’t own a genitalia hat.
be protected from the big, bad
It’s exhausting.
world. But don’t you dare tell us
My problem with the modern that we are delicate little flowwomen’s movement is not that I ers because that’s sexism, you
don’t believe in the equality of misogynist dirt bag. Of course,
the sexes, because I do. My in fairness, this particular brand
problem is I don’t agree with the of idiocy is prevalent in millenhypocrisy of the movement in nials of all sexes and gender
general. The original feminist identities.
movement, and
I have trouI’m going way
ble respecting
back here to
movement
This new age, neo-hippie a
w o m e n ’ s s u f - w o m e n ’s m o v e m e n t i s g i v i n g t h a t a s s e r t s i t s
frage,
was
outrage at ofabout
giving f e m i n i s m a b a d n a m e . . . fensive “locker
w o m e n a v o i c e w h a t ’s w o r s e i s t h a t y o u r o o m t a l k ” b u t
and
s h o w i n g c a n ’t d i s a g re e w i t h a f e m i - e n c o u r a g e s i t s
the world that nist unless you want to be members
to
we
are
not labeled sexist, even if you walk
around
property
or
the
nation’s
second
c l a s s a re a c t u a l l y a w o m a n .
capital
with
citizens. The
vagina hats on
feminist movetheir heads. I
ment seems to have devolved have trouble respecting people
into a steaming pile of rubbish that claim to be offended by
that is content just to try and President Trump’s use of the
convince the world that men dreaded P-word but have no
suck, women rule and if you problem shouting it at the top of
even so much as look at me in their lungs and plastering it all
my tube top and booty shorts over their protest signs. I have
you are invading my sacred trouble respecting a movement
space. That’s not feminism, that
books
someone
like
that’s not about women’s rights, Madonna to talk about how ofthat’s just an attempt to further fended and disgusted she is by
enforce the ridiculous notion the President’s (and his supportthat women are forever victims ers’) objectification of women,
of society and don’t have to take despite the fact that she built her
responsibility for anything we career on selling her sexuality
do. Dress proactively and men (see her videos for “Justify My
stare. (How dare you! Rape cul- Love” and “Human Nature” as
ture!) Have unprotected sex, get examples). Sex usually sells but
pregnant or an STI. (My birth these gals ain’t buyin’ – well,
control wasn’t covered by my unless the sex in question is
insurance and I couldn’t be being sold by pop stars and rapbothered to go to the drug store pers. I have no problem with
and purchase condoms. Down people who were truly offended
with the patriarchy!) We are by his comment, it was crude,
equal, but you know, can’t re- but I do have a problem with
ally be held responsible for our
Please see GEN WHY on P. 7
own actions because we are del-

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!
36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849
www.bedrockeng.com

559-645-5320

Our dedicated Doctor and Staff look forward to many
more years of making smiles beautiful and bright.

www.ranchosdental.net

Matthew Pia, D.D.S.

37144 Ave. 12, Suite 104
Madera Ranchos
“Thank you for an amazing
20 years Madera Ranchos!”
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people feigning offense because
they think it gives a reason to
complain.
This new age, neo-hippie
women’s movement is giving feminism a bad name. Feminism
should be about making sure all
women know they don’t have to
take a backseat to men just because of their genitalia. Instead we
have a bunch of Hollywood whiners talking their dirty bed sheets
and attacking the White House like
that’s something noble, all in the
name of girl power.
What’s worse is that you can’t
disagree with a feminist unless
you want to be labeled sexist,
even if you are actually a woman.
A man is not allowed to have an
opinion on a woman’s reproductive health despite the fact that
his tax dollars are expected to
help pay for Planned Parenthood.
Don’t you dare tell a girl she
needs to dress more conservatively because she is distracting
the young boys, you must teach
the boys not to look otherwise
you are perpetuating rape culture.
Can you imagine if a boy came to

www.The Ranchos.com

class wearing booty shorts and no
shirt? The teacher would tell him
to put more clothes on. Would
that be sexist? I wonder if it’s
still called rape culture when the
girls ogle the boys during football
practice? As if asking a young
girl not to wear overly revealing
clothes will somehow lead to a
growing number of parents teaching their sons how to attack and
assault girls. It couldn’t possibly
have anything to do with puberty,
raging hormones and their physical, noticeable and usually involuntary side effects. I have an
idea. Why don’t we just chemically castrate all young boys until
they mature and find a woman
who agrees to marry them. Then
after the wedding we take them
off the drugs. That ought to fix
the rape culture problem, heck
and the teen pregnancy problem.
Wait, maybe this isn’t such a
crazy idea.
The point here is that this
modern feminist movement is not
really about equality. It’s about
creating an entire group of victims simply because they were
born with “innies” instead of
“outies.”

The Bookshelf

Tax Forms to Flatlanders Applications
By Amanda Judd
February has been Love Your Library
Month. We cannot believe that the first day
of spring is approaching so quickly and we
are looking forward to the fun story times at
the library. Remember, story time is every
Thursday at 11 a.m.
Madera County Behavioral Health Services will be holding a Community Stakeholder Planning Meeting on March 21 from
1-3 p.m. at the Ranchos Library. You will
have an opportunity to learn about the department’s budget, mental health and substance use services. You will be able to
provide planning input for next year’s plan.
Please RSVP with Eva at 559-673-3508 by
March 18. Snacks will be provided.
2016 Tax forms and booklets have been
received and are available for pick up in the library.
The 27th Annual Flatlanders Day is
quickly approaching. Preparations are well underway and the library has all Craft Fair Vendor applications available. If you are interested
in being a vendor, please contact the library at
645-1214. Parade applications are provided at
the Chamber of Commerce. Vendor booth applications will be sent via email and there are

some printed packets available for pickup in the
library during regular operating hours. Remember that vendors are assigned spaces on a first
come, first served basis. Craft booths are $40
and food booths are $60. Payment is required at
the time the application is submitted. Madera
County Environmental Health procedures will
be strictly enforced for all food vendors.
We are looking for contributors to help
fund our Summer Reading Program. You
may contribute gift cards funds to help us with
our weekly performances/activities and our
grand prize. If you would like to donate, please
contact the library for further information.
Donors will be recognized on distributed program materials. Help us make our Summer
Reading Program memorable for all of those
who participate.

The
Madera Ranchos
Library
37167 Ave. 12 • 645-1214
Sun-Mon Closed
Tue 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Wed - Thu 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Fri-Sat 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.

www.MaderaCountyLibrary.org
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Mac ‘n Cheese Anyone?
by Jean Briner

Please see RECIPE on P. 9

We have the size for your job!

209-652-9043
Call for an estimate

www.cowboystock.net
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the macaroni to the pot. Stir gently to combine adding some of the
reserved water if necessary for
consistency. Don’t over mix. If
there are bits of cheese in the mix,
don’t worry.
Taste and add a little salt, if
necessary, pepper and chopped
parsley. Serve immediately.
Can’t get your family to eat
their veggies? How about hiding
them in mac ‘n cheese?
Hidden Veggie Mac ‘N Cheese
1 pound elbow macaroni
cooked according to package directions. Cook al dente.
½ C water
1 – 2 C cauliflower florets
1 – 2 C butternut squash, diced
1 – 2 C carrots, sliced
2 C milk
2 C Cheddar cheese shredded
4 oz. cream cheese
Add water, cauliflower, squash
and carrots in a pot over medium
heat. Cover and cook until vegetables are tender.
Add everything into a blender,
including the cooking water, and
blend
until
smooth.
Return
blended vegetables to pot over
medium heat and add the milk,
cheese and cream cheese. Stir until
smooth. Add macaroni, reduce
heat, mix thoroughly and cover for
20 minutes. Enjoy.
Classic Baked Macaroni and
Cheese
½ package (18 oz.) elbow macaroni
2 C milk
2 T butter
2 T all-purpose flour
½ tsp. salt
¼ tsp. black pepper
1 (10 oz.) block extra sharp
Cheddar cheese, shredded
¼ tsp. red pepper flakes (optional)
Preheat oven to 400.
Cook macaroni to al dente, according to package directions.
Microwave milk at HIGH for 1
½ minutes. Melt butter in a large
skillet or Dutch oven over

20 HP • 30 HP • 60 HP
120 HP Tractors
16 FT Dump Trailer

www.chadstrucking.com
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On Feb. 2, we all waited for
Punxsutawney Phil to emerge
from his burrow to let us know
how he was going to predict the
weather for the next six weeks.
The celebration began as a Penn sylvania German custom in the
18th and 19th centuries. Its ancient European origins used a
badger or a sacred bear as the
prognosticator, as opposed to a
groundhog. If it is cloudy when a
groundhog emerg es from its burrow on this day, then the spring
season will arrive early, sometime
before the vernal equinox; if it is
sunny, the groundhog will supposedly see its shadow and retreat
back into its den and winter
weather will continue for six more
weeks. According to StormFax
Weather Almanac and records kept
since 1887, Punxsutawney Phil’s
weather predictions have been
correct 37 percent of the time.
Phil saw his shadow this year predicting six more weeks of winter.
He must be correct this year because since that day we have had
rain, cold and fog.
The cold weather reminds me
of comfort food. Something that
warms the kitchen while it is cooking and warms you up on the inside
when you eat it: A big pot of
homemade soup, stews, or how
about macaroni and cheese?
Macaroni and Four Cheeses
1 pound macaroni
Salt
1 C heavy cream
2 T butter
1 clove garlic, peeled
½ C grated fontina
½ C crumbled goat cheese
(chevre)
½ C grated Parmesan
½ C grated Romano
Freshly ground black pepper
Minced fresh parsley
Cook macaroni according to
package directions in boiling,
lightly salted water. Do not overcook.
Put the cream, butter and clove
of garlic into a Dutch oven and
heat on the stove over low heat.
When the cream is hot, add the
Fontina, Goat cheese, Parmesan
and Romano.
Drain the macaroni (reserving
some of the cooking water) and add

CA #441782

559-645-5363
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •
HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •
LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •

HUMUS •
BARK •
CHIPS •
RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •
COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSUR ANCE?
Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood insurance (or eliminate it completely).
You can't afford to wait any longer,
so contact the professionals
today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815
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Lic. #PLS 5815

36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos
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RECIPE cont. from P. 8

• Borders
• Driveways
• Walkways
• Patios
• Pool Decks
• Large & Small Slabs
• Stamped Concrete
• Stained Concrete
Marty Owen The Concrete Guy
Marty has a passion for
creative concrete design.
Marty has been laying
concrete for 32 years and
has extensive experience
in every area of concrete,
from residential to
commercial.
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medium-low heat, whisk in flour
until smooth. Cook, whisking constantly, for 1 minute. Gradually
whisk in warm milk, whisking constantly, for 5 minutes or until thickened. Whisk in salt, black pepper, 1
cup shredded cheese and red pepper
flakes – if using – until smooth, stir
into pasta. Spoon pasta mixture into
a lightly greased 2-qt. baking dish;
top with remaining cheese. Bake at
400 for 20 minutes or until golden
and bubbly.
Want an elegant mac ‘n cheese?
Just add lobster meat!
Mac ‘n Lobster
1 pound elbow macaroni
1 quart milk
1 stick unsalted butter, divided
½ C all-purpose flour
12 oz. Gruyere cheese, grated (4 C)
8 oz. extra sharp Cheddar, grated (2 C)
½ tsp. black pepper
½ tsp. nutmeg
1 ½ pounds cooked lobster meat
1 ½ C fresh white bread crumbs
(5 slices, crusts removed)
Preheat oven to 375 degrees.
Cook macaroni according to
package directions.

In a large pan, melt 6 tablespoons of butter and add the flour.
Cook over low heat for 2 minutes,
stirring with a whisk. Whisk in the
milk and cook for a minute or two
more, until thick. Stir in the Gruyere
and Cheddar, salt, pepper and nutmeg. Fold in the cooked macaroni
and lobster meat. Place the mixture
into a buttered baking dish. Melt the
remaining 2 tablespoons of butter,
combine with the fresh bread crumbs
and sprinkle on top of mixture. Bake
for 30 to 35 minutes or until sauce
is bubbly and macaroni is browned
on top.
In just about every recipe I read
preparing this article, they all suggested using brick cheese and grating it at home. I learned that the
packaged, grated cheese is dusted
with something that prevents it from
sticking together and will not be as
creamy as cheese grated fresh from
a brick.
If Phil is correct, winter should
end just in time for Daylight Savings Time to begin at 2 a.m. on Sunday, March 12. Before going to bed
on the 11th I’ll set all my clocks
ahead one hour. Remember, spring
forward and fall back.

www.The Ranchos.com
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I discovered parchment paper! How
did I not know about this for so long? It’s
not like I just started baking last year. For
years, I’ve pried stuck-on cookies off baking sheets and had to soak them before
washing. What a discovery parchment
paper was. My baked goods slide right off
the pan and leave nary a crumb. I’m sure
those of you who use it weren’t trying to
keep the rest of us in the dark, but it’s not
something that usually comes up in conversation. Well, it does now. The other
day I was working with a client in her
kitchen. As we organized her cookie
sheets in the stand-up racks, I couldn’t
help but ask, “Do you know about parchment paper?”
Sometimes a simple fix can make all
the difference in our ability or enjoyment
of a task. Not all of us are bakers, but all of
us are taxpayers. I’m not going to propose
that any of us can “enjoy” preparing our
taxes, but I know a few tricks that can help
take the dread out of it. Last year I set up
a tax document system for a client. This
month as we met and prepared her paperwork, she commented, “That was too
easy!” It made her a little nervous, because
it’s normally a much more arduous task.
Were we leaving something out? Nope;
she just had the tools to make the task
more manageable.
If you’re one of the many who find
themselves in a panic trying to locate all
the numbers and documents your CPA requires, I’m afraid it’s a little late for this
year’s taxes, but once you have them together, don’t stash them away until you
follow these steps to prepare for next year.
Go to www.irs.com/articles/taxform-checklist or call me for a hard copy
of the IRS Tax Form Checklist. Highlight
all the categories that relate to your current situation. Match them with the list of
documents your accountant required for
this year’s tax preparation. This is a starting point for knowing what you need to
collect for next year’s taxes.
Things change over time, so watch
for new deductions for which you might
qualify. For instance, if you have a rough

Please see TAXES on P. 13

chain link

wood

wrought iron

chain link • wood fence • wrought iron
privacy plus • gate operators
security windows • security doors • barbed wire
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Taxes Too Easy

year health-wise, you may qualify for a deduction for medical expenses (must surpass
10 percent of your adjusted gross income,
unless self-employed). If you started a home
business, you can deduct a portion of the cost
of your utilities. Teachers who spend their
own money on classroom materials (which is
all the teachers I know), receive an abovethe-line tax deduction for those expenses.
Child care, relocating, cost of financial planning, these all have deductions for those who
itemize and qualify. Always allow your accountant and/or legal counsel have the final
say on your personal and business taxes.
Create a spreadsheet called Tax Document Template with a list of each of the categories applicable to your tax needs. On
Sheet 1 list the documents you need each
year (W2, Social Security Statements, Mortgage Interest Statement, etc.) and have a
checkmark column to check them off as you
receive them. These normally arrive in January following the tax year.
Also, include on Sheet 1 a column for
categories like Donations, Medical Expenses, Taxes Paid, etc. Have a “$ Amount”
column next to it to fill in your totals. You
may use additional sheets to tally entries
throughout the year for categories like Do-

Click on “Local News” at
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Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting
Concrete Foundations & Flatwork

10% OFF

"In

Check
o
this mo ut
Go nth’s

with Wa od Hands
rren Pa
article
rr"
for u
Tech T seful
ips.

SHOCKS
& STRUTS

2/17

/
4 month
NAPA 2 e warranty.
il
m
24,000 repairs on
Most
hicles.
most ve & delivery
kup
Free picom 93636.
fr
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Call for an estimate and appointment • Check us out on FaceBook
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technology uses remote sensors (accelerometers), software, a microphone and laptop to measure and
locate the sources of NVH complaints. When the sensors retrieve
sounds and/or vibrations, the technology creates a waveform on the laptop
screen. The taller the waveform the
The Frequency of Noise
more harsh or closer the sound or viHello, 93636,
bration source is. The technology
Today I would like to tell you also displays the waveform’s oscillaabout a recent occurrence that hap- tions indicating the frequency of the
pened at my shop and how a new noise. The closer the oscillations, the
technology developed in Europe higher the frequency.
saved the day. Before that I would
Making Sense of Frequency
like to take a brief moment to speak
When driving down the road, the
to the 93636 females who maybe engine assembly, drive shaft assemreading my “In Good Hands” col- bly and tires are all rotating at differumn. Ladies, you represent 70 per- ent speeds or frequencies. Let’s do
cent of the goods and services the math at 60 miles per hour. If the
purchased from my industry. Please, circumference of a tire measures 72
don’t hesitate to contact me. I would inches (6 feet), we divide 6 feet into
love to include
5,280 feet (one
and answer your
mile) and our tire
questions in fuThe new technology put us rotates 880 times
ture articles.
per mile or 14.66
Last month a right on the problem with no rotations per secnew
customer mistakes. It is much more fun ond (14.66 Hz). If
came into the being an automotive technician the
differential
shop complaining today than at any time in my gear ratio is 3:33,
of an intermittent
the transmission
past.
popping
noise
output shaft and
during
braking
drive shaft rotates
and/or accelerathree times for
tion. His vehicle was involved in a every one rotation of the wheel, or 45
front-end collision and the noise Hz. At 1,800 rpm, the engine is rotatbegan after the vehicle repair.
ing 30 times per second or 30 Hz. At
Not The Best Start
60 miles per hour, the wheel speed is
This is definitely not the kind of 15 Hz, the drive shaft speed is 45 Hz
diagnostic I would prefer when be- and the engine speed is 30 Hz. It’s a
ginning a new customer relationship. math problem. The NVH module is
Modern vehicles have so many com- connected to engine RPM and we
ponents crammed into tight spaces, program in the differential gear ratio
especially under the hood, it’s ex- and tire size. The NVH does the caltremely difficult to detect the cause culation and determines the potential
of unwanted noises. Noises echo and causes based on frequencies. In this
resonate. Hollow components act like example, if our undesired noise is
megaphones. Vehicle noises, espe- measured at 15Hz, we have narrowed
cially intermittent noises, are among our focus to components (tire, wheel
the most difficult complaints to solve. bearings, brake rotor, axle, carrier
This vehicle is a luxury vehicle and a bearings and ring gear) connected to
misdiagnosis or incorrect guess the wheel. By moving the sensors
would be very expensive. Most of around, we can zero in on the locayou know by now that I constantly tion of the vibration. The NVH techpreach about my dislike for guessing. nology can also differentiate between
Testing is much more efficient. Auto- simultaneous vibrations occurring
mobiles are engineered by human be- from different component assemblies.
ings using math and science.
In our case, we were attempting
Therefore, math and science hold the to locate a popping noise which resolution to our diagnostic.
quires a little different diagnostic
Recently I attended two NVH process. We placed one sensor on the
(Noise, Vibration, Harshness) train- driver’s seat rail and the other near
ing classes designed to aid in the di- the collision repairs. When the pop
agnostic of noise, vibration and
harshness complaints. The new Pico
Please see HANDS on P. 14
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The 14th Annual Chamber

Friday, March 3 • 6 p.m.
At the beautiful DANTE CLUB

No-Host Bar • Music • Auctions

Your $50 ticket includes Crab, Salad, Pasta, Bread and Dessert!
Tables of 10 are available for your Business or Group. Business Sponsorships are also available. Call for info.
Proceeds go to the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce. The Annual Crab Feed always sells out
so get your tickets early! You can get your tickets at the Chamber office, the Ranchos Independent,
Ranchos Pizza Factory or the Ranchos Café.
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Call the Chamber for more information. 645-4001
New Chamber Members

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
would like to welcome the newest member to
the Madera Ranchos business family

M. Noelle Guthrie
Keller Williams Realty
Karen McCaffrey
The McCaffrey Group

Crab Feed “600” Sponsors

Bedrock Engineering, Inc. • Fernwood Gardens
Pistoresi Ambulance • SEMCU • Vulcan Materials
You can STILL be a sponsor. Call 645-4001.

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at
our next meeting, always the second Wednesday of the month at 6:30
p.m. 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C. Call us at 645-4001.

Click on “Local News” at

Page 13

Senior Report

Events Never End at the Senior Center
Got a holding tank to fill? What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want to waste your precious well water or pay PG&E to pump it?

By Patti Groh
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CALL US!

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent
Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

I hope there is no flooding going on around
your house. I have seen a lot of BIG puddles and
I’ve managed to avoid most of them. I’ve gotten
splashed by drivers going through some too fast,
though. Some people don’t want to slow down
for anything.
On Jan. 28 we had our second Soup and
Sandwich Luncheon. Senior members hosted
tomato tortellini soup and croissant sandwiches
followed by different kinds of homemade cookies for dessert. Thank you to all the hostesses,
bakers, set-up and tear-down staff and “chefs”
foryourhardworkinmakingitasuccess.Aspecial thank you to Don Foster who provided the
sound system and to Victoria Shulte who entertainedwithhergreatsinging.Hersingingwasno
surprise to her grandmother-in-law, Joliene
Mason. Big winners of the day were Nancy
Palazzo who won the door prize and Verlin Dill
who won the 50/50.
St. Patrick’s Day is March 17. We’ve been
throwingaroundideasforacornedbeefandcabbage dinner. We haven’t finalized anything yet,
soifyouhavethoughts/ideas aboutit,writethem
downandplacetheminthesuggestionboxatthe
Center or talk to President Verlaine Elinburg.
The next day, Saturday, March 18, the
birthday and anniversary lunch will be held at
DiCicco’sinFresno.SignupattheCenterandbe
at the restaurant at 11:15 a.m. It doesn’t have to
be your birthday or anniversary to attend, just
come to celebrate others, have a great lunch and

TAXES cont. from P. 10
nations, Childcare, etc.
Once your template is complete, “Save
As” and label it 2017 Taxes. Print it out or
manage it on the computer. As documents,
statements, and receipts arrive check them off
and/or record the amounts.

Do you suffer from:
Headaches • Pain • Allergies • Seizures • Arthritis
Heartburn • Weight Issues • Sleep Problems • Stress
Depression • Asthma • Colds & Flu • Indegestion
Menstrual Issues • Acne • Eczema • Skin Disorders
And Much More ...

Then I can help you!
Certified Pure Therapeutic Grade Essential Oils
100 percent All Natural • No Fillers or Harmful Additives

call 645-4948 or 430-7131
Tina Shannon • Wellness Advocate
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www.mydoterra.com/tinashannon • damaw3@yahoo.com

social occasion.
Justareminder that daylightsavingsbegins
on Sunday, March 12. That means “spring forward”onehour.Ourpoorbodytime-clockshave
to adjust again.
The Home and Garden Festival is fast approaching. It is Saturday, April 8. (I do hope the
field behind the Center has dried out some by
then.) We are looking for vendors for that event.
Ifyou,oranyoneyouknow,hasitemsyoumight
like to offer-up for sale, please call the Center.
Anything like crafts, painting, jewelry, candles,
knitting/crochet or used items can be sold. We
also welcome information booths. Please be
imaginative and help us think of who we can invite to participate.
For those who are new and may not know,
the Ranchos/Hills Seniors Center has exercise
class every M-W-F from 10 to 11 a.m. Lunch is
served M-F at 11:30 a.m. You must let Joann
know before 11:15 a.m. the day before you plan
on eating there. The phone number at the Center
is 645-4864. There are card games most afternoonsattheCenter.Joanncangiveyoumoreinformation on that, too. Or pick up a newsletter at
local businesses. Thursday evening is potluck at
the Center, starting at 6 p.m. Afterward there are
card games again. It doesn’t have to be card
games only. Any board games can be entertained.
Theremaystillbesometicketsavailablefor
Bunco. It starts at 2 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 25, is
$25withprizesandfood.CalltheCenterquickly
and inquire.
Use your spreadsheet categories as a
guide to create folders to store the tax documents. Choose a file drawer, file tote, accordion file or digital file to store all your tax
document folders. Decide that this will be the
ONLY place you’ll put them and that you’ll
file them immediately upon receipt.
At the end of 2017, it will be easy to add
up your totals (especially if you do it on the computer) and you’ll have all your backup documents in one place — ready to go! Of course,
you can do the same process on paper without
spreadsheets but, besides doing the adding for
you, it also means you have 2018’s check-off
sheet ready at the click of a finger. Just go back
to your Tax Document Template, make any adjustments needed and “Save As” 2018 Taxes. If
it still feels overwhelming, give me a call — I
can make your taxes “too easy” too.
Contact Organized by Choice (because things don’t always fall into place)
at P.O. Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729, call
559-871-3314 or email info@organizedbychoice.com. You can also visit their website at www. organizedbychoice.com.
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We now
deliver to the
Ranchos,
Bonnadelle &
Rolling Hills
areas.

Aluminum Cans
$1.80/lb.*
(25 lbs. or more)

*SPECIAL RATES WITH THIS COUPON ONLY!
COUPON GOOD THROUGH 3/21/2017

GLASS • PLASTIC • ALUMINUM

37357 AVE. 12 • NEXT TO LEE KITCHEN
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OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY
10 A.M. - 5 P.M.

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

Look Good and Feel Great
Quick, Fast
Results
CALL NOW!

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included
• AM PM
Medications
• Diet Injection

LOSE WEIGHT
AND INCHES TOO
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ing South-East Madera as we have done with
the State Low-Flow Grant to help reduce our
water consumption. We have raised funds
and installed over 25 drain wells, which allows surface water into our aquifer. We have
a paid grant writer that currently has over
$9,000,000 in grants pending with over
Elections March 20
$980,000 awarded.
There is much to do in this community
and if we do not make our voice heard with
By Jeff McGrath
the County and State, we will be left out.
Which brings me back to the opening stateIt “takes a village.”
The opening title to a book penned by ment: it does “take a village” to get things
former First Lady, Hillary Clinton. While I done.
With general elections coming up
have never read the book, I have always
March 20, I urge you
thought that the title
to make time and atapplies to many
tend one or more
things in our daily
Find out what is going on and meetings that benefit
life.
S E M C U how you can get involved or you your community.
(South-East Madera can do nothing and watch as your Find out what is
going on and how
County United) emcommunity gets left behind.
you can get involved
barks on its 18th
or you can do nothyear of existence.
ing and watch as
What started out as
the Highway 41 Corridor Alliance – a cor- your community gets left behind. There are
poration to promote the general welfare and openings on the following committees:
prosperity of the Rolling Hills area – has Parks, Water, Library, Roads, Schools and
metamorphized into two distinct organiza- Grants.
We meet every third Monday of the
tions that advocate for South-East Madera.
SEMCU, Inc. is a 501(c)6 nonprofit organi- month at 6 p.m. at the Ranchos Pizza Factory,
zation which advocates for the community, 37184 Ave 12. Come down an be a part.
such as being a voting member on the RePlease call us at 559-363-9095 with
gional Water Management Group. Then
there is the SEMCU Foundation, a 501(c)3 any questions or visit our website at
organization that can raise funds for improv- www.semcu.org.

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!
$
OFF

20

1st visit only

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP
“We Are Very
Affordable”

224-6744

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana
HANDS cont. from P. 11
occurs the sensor nearest the noise creates the tallest waveform. We just kept
moving the sensors until they were one
foot apart. In between were a lower
control arm bushing and a body mount
bushing. To determine which bushing
was defective, we placed the sensors
on the inside and outside of each. A
bushing consists of three parts: the
outer steel ring, the smaller inner steel
ring and the rubber cushion in-between. The rubber cushion is designed
to absorb vibrations, not transfer them.
If our sensor waveforms are similar,
the rubber failed to absorb. If the
waveforms are dissimilar the rubber
was successful.
We found it.
The body mount was our cause.
The new technology put us right on the

problem with no mistakes. It is much
more fun being an automotive technician today than at any time in my past.
The technology does come with a
steep learning curve and my explanation may be an over-simplification but
no guessing is required. That’s all for
today. Hope this article is informative
and helpful.
As always, I am looking for interesting things to write about so I would
appreciate any input, suggestions or
questions you may have concerning
your automobile or the automotive industry. I can be contacted at complete_car_care @hotmail.com or
Facebook me at Complete Car Care.
God bless the United States of
America and God bless 93636.
Warren Parr
2013 & 2014 NAPA/ASE California Technician of the Year

STOP THE PAIN!
“We’ve got your back”

Speci
AUTO A alizing in
CCIDEN
TS

D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing
Sports Physicals only $35!

Say you saw it in the
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36734 AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Ranchos Independent

Click on “Local News” at
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Free Money
Costs Too Much!

Haircuts only $12
call
439-2004

SENIOR DAY

Every Thursday,
all SENIOR haircuts
are just $10!
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HOURS

Mon 9-4
Tues - Fri 8-5:30
Sat 8-3:30

By Betty Van Valkenburg

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE
674-1663
23338 Ave. 14
Madera

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976
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LEGAL NOTICE
“MADERA COUNTY HAS DECLARED THAT THE GROWTH
AND ACCUMULATION OF WEEDS IN THE UNINCORPORATED
AREAS OF THE COUNTY POSES A FIRE SAFETY AND PUBLIC
HEALTH RISK AND THEREFORE HAS DECLARED WEEDS A
SEASONAL AND RECURRING NUISANCE. THE RESPONSIBILITY
TO ABATE SUCH NUISANCE LIES WITH THE INDIVIDUAL
PROPERTY OWNER. THIS YEAR THIS NUISANCE MUST BE
ABATED ON OR BEFORE MAY 1, 2017.”
Due to the weed regrowth and the continual hazard throughout the summer
HAZARD ABATEMENT MUST BE MAINTAINED THROUGHOUT THE
FIRE SEASON. This may require REDISCING/HAZARD ABATEMENT
MORE THAN ONCE AS WEEDS AND HAZARDS MAY RETURN.
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You can do it yourself or have the Got broken screens? Madera Glass Glass for picture frames is a spepros at Madera Glass & Mirror & Mirror has the expertise to make cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
take care of your window repairs. quick work of any screen repair.
a broken one or complete a project.

Madera Glass & Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980’s. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

www.The Ranchos.com

It’s a beautiful thing, isn’t it? Government entities dole out “free” money in the
form of grants. One small problem, though,
is that they don’t have the money to give.
The U.S. government is almost $20 trillion
in debt and California owes over $450 billion, yet somehow they can grant money to
states, counties and cities. They also fund,
through grants, unelected regional governments – such as the Fresno Council of Governments – that most people know little or
nothing about but which have a great deal
of power. These regional governments,
funded by grants, then give grants to other
entities. Talk about a circular firing squad.
The more insidious problem, however,
is that the grants always and purposely
come with tightly tied strings attached.
Grant money can be spent only for the program or purpose pre-determined by the bureaucracy giving the grant. The money may
be “free,” but our elected local officials are
not free to spend it as they and their constituents deem best for their communities.
Voila! Somewhere, some time, some
politicians realized they could force their
agenda onto unsuspecting states, cities and
counties by offering free money. Who could
refuse that? And why should politicians
stick their necks out to pass unpopular laws
when they can buy compliance using the
people’s own money or money borrowed,
with interest, from China?
My first experience with grant
money’s ugly truth occurred many years
ago when a principal was excited that his
small school received a grant of over
$4,000. However, the money had to be
spent for a specific program which the principal admitted the school did not need, and
a grant writer (teacher) had to be paid for
hours of work to access the grant. My question was: Why plead for and accept money
to pay for something you don’t even need?
Answer: Because the money is there and if
we don’t take it someone else will.
And therein lies the greatest problem:
Some local politicians find it easier to go
along than to refuse the so-called free
money for wasteful or harmful programs
they otherwise would oppose. Also, some
cities find their budgets so beholden to grant
money that their councils and mayors have
actual discretion over as little as, I’m told,
25 percent of the city’s spending. They have
become in many cases, sadly, mere administrators of the dictates and guidelines from

far-away bureaucracies pushing their latest
pet projects – usually tied to climate change
hysteria.
Now every entity that receives Housing and Urban Development (HUD) funds
is being forced to implement the latest federal intrusion, the Affirmatively Furthering
Fair Housing (AFFH) Rule Guidebook. Of
course, all grant proposals are given greatsounding names. Who would oppose “fair”
housing or espouse “unfair” housing? But
the name is misleading in the extreme.
Tom DeWeese of AmericanPolicy.org
calls AFFH “social engineering at its worst”
and makes these disturbing points: “It requires every community that applies for HUD
grants to perform massive demographic
analyses locally and regionally … of every
neighborhood every five years! HUD will
search the records of every person in each
neighborhood for income levels, race, color,
religion, national origin and much more.
HUD is already pouring over the latest census
reports to map out their strategy for your
neighborhood. AFFH is a top-down dictatorship that destroys local control.”
John Anthony of SustainableFreedomLab.org says: “One of our biggest concerns
was HUD’s new data maps. Once the maps
are incorporated into local plans, the agency
then manages enough of the community’s
zoning and population distribution to merge
the community into an autonomous region.
AFFH uses legal actions against communities that accept popular HUD grants, to
force them into a bizarre, centrally managed
program of regionalism and forced socioeconomic integration. AFFH’s use of litigation threats is becoming a widespread
enforcement tool of the agency.”
But hope is on the horizon. There are
companion bills in the House and Senate
that would defund AFFH and restore local
rule to cities and counties, and which President Trump has promised to sign if enacted: “The Local Zoning Decisions
Protection Act” (S. 103) (H.R.482).
Please call your member of congress
and urge a yes vote on the bill, and of
course it’s important to stay in touch with
your local council members, mayors and
supervisors who are on the front lines. For
more information on AFFH, you can consult the websites cited above, where you
might sign a petition and/or sign up to receive emails.
For information and resources,
please visit www.teapartypatriots.org.

LETTERS cont. from P. 4
are allotted to response time, equipment and
personnel. Availability of water and access to
water accounts for 40 points and 10 points for
communication.
13. Approximately $235,000+ paid to a
private consultant using taxpayer money to
campaign for Measure L – money linked to
CAL FIRE Union Local 2881 that provides
campaign funding for Measure L – linked to
state employees (paid by your tax dollars) –
linked to Madera County Board of Supervisors.
Measure L supports irresponsibility. Adequate fire protection can be provided by putting an end to irresponsible frivolous spending
and poor decisions and not by burdening struggling families and seniors on fixed incomes
with increased taxes.
Vote no on Measure L. For more information, go to www.NoOnMeasureL.org.
Terre Sparkman
Oakhurst

Dear Editor:
Here’s why I’m voting No on Measure L.
The primary role of government, whether
national, state or local, is to protect its citizens
and enforce the law. As such, fire and police
protection should be the first priority of our
County’s discretionary funds. Without safety
and protection nothing else matters.
But first means “first.” Spending on fire
and crime protection should not be subordinate
to increasing County workers’ salaries and pensions by millions over the past two years, and
not subordinate to other County spending projects such as the proposed spending of over a
million dollars on a Madera County monument
sign off Highway 41; $311,000 to help finance
an OHV park or leasing this property and opening up the County for massive liability suits;
$185,000 to hire a consultant to tell Madera taxpayers they need to accept Measure L; over
$100,000 for a special March 7, 2017 election
and other frivolous discretionary spending.
I recently received my 70-page Voter
Guide for the March 7, 2017 special election.
Seventy pages! The June 7, 2016 voters’ guide
I received only had 60 pages and covered multiple propositions, a whole slew of candidates
and Measure C, the $485 million bond for State
Center Colleges. Measure C will generate more
than double the projected $164 million from
this sales tax, and yet got 1/3 the coverage of
Measure L. This voter guide read like a propaganda piece in favor of Measure L and, in my
opinion, a form of electioneering and a complete waste of $100,000 of taxpayer money!
ISO Fears: The major reason the ISO rates
increased in 2015 for some property owners
was because the Madera County Fire Department didn’t provide ISO with the requested in-

formation by the cutoff date. (Ref: Madera
County Fire Marshal Deborah Keenan before
BOS in April/2015). Now that those have been
filed, the County’s ISO rates will adjust downward. Madera county cannot guarantee property insurance rates will decrease if Measure L
passes.
Government can never tax its way out of
a problem. Giving more tax to bureaucrats is
like giving drugs to an addict. If Measure L
passes it will only fund 25 percent of what the
County fire fighters need to fully man all fire
stations. Pennies per day add up to massive
debt. Next will come another scheme to take
more of your money.
Higher taxes discourage people from
moving or doing business in an area. People
vote with their feet and wallets. According to
the current statewide sales tax rates in California, if Madera County passes a 1 percent sales
tax increase, the County sales tax in unincorporated areas will be 8.75 percent. That would
be one of the highest in the state – higher than
San Francisco or the Central Coast — and
Madera County is a poor county.
Madera residents are already facing increasing taxes and fees such as the fire tax, the
recently passed Measure C bond, a 12 percent
increase in trash fees, a car registration fee increase of $65 per car which will go into effect
in July, a 42 percent increase in gas taxes, not
to mention the previous bond measure on elementary, high school, State Center Community
College and other bond measures and special
assessments passed by voters in previous years.
Solution: It is not the role of government
to run businesses, but to encourage them.
County governments, like households, need to
operate within their budgets and come up with
creative ideas to bring businesses to our county
by keeping regulation and taxes at a minimum.
Raising our sales tax will hurt this effort.
For more information go to www.NoOnMeasureL.org.
John Pero
Oakhurst

The Ranchos Independent welcomes
your letters. Whether you’re a fan or
someone looking for something
to line the birdcage, we want
to hear from you. The only rules?
Sign it, be civil or forget about it.
Send your letters to:
email:

ranchosnews@yahoo.com
mail:

The Ranchos Independent
37167 Ave. 12 #5C
Madera, CA 93636
fax:

559-645-4002

WE’RE ON THE WEB!
Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.
Get fully downloadable back issues of the
Ranchos Independent (beginning with April 2006). Learn
how you can add your Ranchos-area business to this site!

2/17
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$43,758

Cost of feeding your child to age 18:

$14,688
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Cost of driving your child to age 18:
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Priceless

Liberty High Sober Graduation 2017 needs your help.
From donations of gifts to donating your time, what a
wonderful way to keep our kids safe on one of the most
dangerous nights of their lives.
For more information contact:
2/17

Diana Mendoza
at 559-355-6109
or Stephanie Workman
at 559-709-1477
Click on “Local News” at
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March 4•Preview 8 a.m.• Start 10 a.m.

Plants • Trees
Flowers • Vegetables
Antiques • Shelving
Furniture

Everything but the kitchen sink!

2/17

BID!
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Classified
Alteration Services
Madlin's Alterations - 45 years experience - Tailoring, repairs and
leathers.
Fast
service.
NEW
HOURS: Monday-Thursday 8-5.
36027 Ruth Ave. Call 559-6454583.

Career Opportunity

years of experience. Wood stove inserts,
pellet stoves and fireplaces. Also clean
dryer vents. REMEMBER THINK
SAFETY, BURN SAFELY! Call 559908-9332.

Construction
New construction, remodels, room additions, barns and patios. Call 559-970-4476.

Realtors, don’t change careers, add
ANOTHER one. Your customers are
asking about solar, now you can give it
to them. Work from your home or office. Add this hot income stream today!
Call Alex Shubin at 559-479-0520 or
email alex@solarpowergoodguys.com.

Firewood

Carpet Cleaning

White Whirlpool 28-inch self-cleaning
electric oven - used. Good condition
$400. Also have peacock tail feathers $1
each. Call 559-312-0891.

Pinnacle Carpet Care and Upholstery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley
Chamber member. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-676-0760.

Child Care
Child Care - Susan Ryan Day Care.
Newborn to 5 years old. Licensed. Call
661-4725 or 706-0424.

For Sale - Seasoned Almond
firewood. Round or split.
Call 259-7122 or 645-5523.

For Sale

work and underground utilities installed. Call 559-970-4476.

Recyclables Pick Up

Window Cleaning Services

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECYCLABLE PICKUP - KIDS 4 RECYCLING offers pickup of all
recyclable materials including paper,
plastic, glass, aluminum and cardboard. Call Diana at 999-6832 or
645-1048. Funds support Ranchos
community
organizations
and
schools.

Most windows $5 inside/out Screen, track, sills included. Remove
hard water stain on home windows,
shower doors and car windows. Cobweb
removal too. Fully insured. Call Nick
at 285-1723. Free estimates.

Solar Energy
Stop paying PG&E. SolarPower by
Goodguys, a division of Goodguys
Tires, Inc., can show you how to save
money with solar energy. Free estimates. We do it all! Bonded, Insured
and California State Lic. #1021469.
Call Alex Shubin at 559-479-0520.

Gutter Services
Tractor/Trenching Services
The Gutter Doctor specializing in
both continuous and standard rain
gutters. General Contractor - Repair Maintenance. 32 years working
in the area. Call 559-822-2759.

Housecleaning

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Rototilling - Mowing - Scraping - Stump Grinding - Roll-off Bins. Call John at
908-1066.

Housecleaning Service - Have your
house spring-cleaned all year long.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot leveling, driveways, trenching, concrete

Chimney Sweep
Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29

Experienced, Responsible, Honest.
Fair prices. Call 416-2585.

SUDOKU

©2017 King Features Syndicates, Inc.
©2017 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Ask about our SENIOR DISCOUNT!

Free Tax Prep
Free income tax return preparation
and electronic filing for both state and federal returns will be available again this year
for Madera-area residents, offered by the
AARP Tax-Aide program. Services are
provided free of all costs and charges. Tax
returns are prepared by specially trained
and certified volunteers. The returns are
prepared on site and then electronically
filed the same day. Tax help is offered to
persons of all ages. Last year, Tax Aide
prepared first tax returns for several 17 and
18-year-old students who had their first
jobs.
• Oakhurst Library -- Tuesdays between Feb. 10 and April 7. Call Brian at
559-285-1494.
• City of Madera, 711 Nebraska -Thursdays between Feb. 2 and April 6. Call
Sarah at 559-675-7871.
• City of Chowchilla – Two Mondays.
Call Sarah at 559-675-7871.

AARP Tax-Aide Seeks Volunteers
AARP Foundation Tax-Aide is seeking volunteers to help Madera County taxpayers in preparing and filing their 2016
federal and state income tax returns. There
is a role for anyone who wants to help from
tax return preparers, technology wizards,
volunteers who enjoy greeting, answering
calls and questions, and scheduling appointments.
Contact Bob Musick at 559-6751760 or Darlene at 559 760-0404 or go to
www.aarp.org/tavolunteer.
AARP Tax-Aide is the nation’s largest
free, volunteer-run tax assistance and
preparation service available to taxpayers
with low- and moderate income, with special attention to those aged 60 and older.

Click on “Local News” at

Page 19

Real Estate
DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®

Nancy Watson

Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.davidparker.info

645-5000

Property Management we can rent your home:

www.nancywatson.net

www.parker-properties.info

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs.
2/17

A Ranchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top dol2/17
lar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109

Real estate is our life! We make
real estate dreams a reality.

I can do this for you too!
Samantha Phebus
Call me today if you would
like to sell your home
quickly for top dollar.
CalBRE#01823578

BRE Lic. #01454566

Cell 559-250-6740 • Office 559-645-1212

maria@ossrealtor.com • Ranchos resident for more than 30 years!

2/17

Maria
Fotopoulos - Cercone

2/17

I’m ready to assist you with all of your real estate needs. Whether
you’re buying or selling, moving across town or out of state, I’m here
to help. Your housing needs deserve the care of a specialist.

ADS

LOGOS
PR

MARKETING

645-0634

Say you saw it in

• It was world-renowned American
photographer Ansel Adams who made the
following sage observation: "It is horrifying that we have to fight our own government to save the environment."
• You might be surprised to learn that

www.The Ranchos.com

the blood of a grasshopper is white.
• Tacumbu prison in Asuncion,
Paraguay, is notorious for its overcrowded
conditions: 3,500 inmates are crowded into
a space designed for half that number, and
many of them sleep on cardboard directly
on the floor. One inmate, however, until recently enjoyed amenities that many outside
the prison walls would love to have. Drug
trafficker Chimenes Pavao bribed officials
to look the other way, then set up a fully
furnished, tastefully decorated three-room
suite, complete with air conditioning, a re-

the Ranchos Independent
2/17

frigerator, a library, a flat-screen TV, a
DVD player and a treadmill. The luxury
cell was discovered when a bomb threat
caused police to search the entire prison.
• If you've ever been the victim of a
purse-snatching, here's a discouraging bit
of information: Those who study such
things say that four out of five perpetrators
get away.
• In 1804 our planet hit a milestone: a
population of 1 billion people. It took 123
years to add another billion, then only 33
more to get to 3 billion, in 1960. We

crossed the 4 billion mark in 1974, hit 5
billion in 1987, and got to 6 billion in 1999.
In 2011 (or early 2012, depending on who's
doing the estimating, the earth's population
passed 7 billion, and those who study such
things expect us to get to 8 billion sometime in the mid- to late 2020s.
• Thought for the Day: "Justice will
not be served until those who are unaffected are as outraged as those who are."
Benjamin Franklin
© 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory
PAINTING CONTRACTOR
TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS
ROOFING

sin
1970ce

General & Custom
Auto Service
& Repairs

Lic. #899496
• DRILLING • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK •
• efficient • reliable • cost-effective call Beau

559-301-1613

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

822-4500

(559) 645-4113

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos
www.jhsanders.com

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

LIC. #273099

HIGH QUALITY Housekeeping
Notary in the GATE
SYSTEMS & Cleaning
Ranchos!
We clean empty houses,
Mobile Notary and
Loan Document Signing

Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Call Gina
Covering
at 559-289-3401
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley
email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

J.H. Sanders
Sales & Leasing

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

FRANK KRAMER

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS
All Makes & Models

Tree pruning, shaping & trimming
Tree Cabling • Tree removal

559-347-8408 • www.cvhtc.com
Fully Insured • 8+ Years Experience • Trained Arborist

Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties

559-454-8060

B&M

Auto & Truck Parts
Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Mitchell L. Vick

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Lic. #563698

• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •

559-970-4635

mlvconst@gmail.com

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance
Weekly & monthly service

s
Rancheont
Resid

call Mag Anaya Jr.

559-974-1357

Madera Ranchos Plaza

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

offices & rentals. Clean
windows & water
spots. Painting
services inside &
out. We haul
anything and
do small repairs.

559-514-9816
559-718-9941

Marion Pool
Service & Repair
• Weekly Service
• Equipment
• Supplies
• Residential
• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial
• Locally Owned
251-2514 351-1605 645-4799
cell after 5 p.m.
office

CRONIN MARINE
LIC. #837274

E
SINC80
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Interior & Exterior
Specializing in
Repaints

559-662-0336
559-438-8260
Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification
Locally owned
and operated!

JUNGLE JAN’S POOL SERVICE
Weekly Service Includes:

• Basic chemicals to
maintain proper
sanitation and pH
balance

CALL FOR FREE
WATER ANALYSIS
& ESTIMATE
559-474-9033
559-942-3098

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Accoustical Removal
Color Matching

repair

ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR
INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

+ A/C SERVICE

Ranchos
Auto Repair
& Chuck’s Transmission

645-1977 645-4475
Since
1964

JEAN BRINER
Today!

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

The Ranchos Independent
(559) 645-0634

Get Involved!
645-4001

2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m.
37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

“Plumbing
problem?
Plumbing
solution!
Call
Vern!”

Lic. #842676

WHAT CAN YOU GET
FOR $25?

How about 10,000
Ranchos residents each
month who look at
Business Directory ads?

The Ranchos Independent
(559) 645-0634
Click on “Local News” at
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) You're correct to want to help someone who seems to need
assistance. But be careful that he or she isn't pulling the wool over those gorgeous Sheep's eyes. You
need more facts.
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Your Bovine optimism soon will dispel the gloom cast by those
naysayers and pessimists who still hover close by. Also, that good news you recently received is part
of a fuller message to come.
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Feeling jealous over a colleague's success drains the energy you need
to meet your own challenges. Wish him or her well, and focus on what you need to do. Results start to
show in mid-March.
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) You're likely to feel somewhat Crabby these days, so watch what
you say, or you could find yourself making lots of apologies. Your mood starts to brighten by the weekend.
LEO (July 23 to August 22) Your pride might still be hurting from those unflattering remarks someone made about you. But cheer up, you're about to prove once again why you're the Top Cat in
whatever you do.
V I R G O ( A u g u s t 2 3 t o S e p t e m b e r 2 2 ) A misunderstanding with a co-worker could become
a real problem unless it's resolved soon. Allow a third party to come in and assess the situation
without pressure or prejudice.

DAVIS PLUMBING • 559-977-6289
Lic. #842676

L I B R A ( S e p t e m b e r 2 3 t o O c t o b e r 2 2 ) Call a family meeting to discuss the care of a loved
one at this difficult time. Be careful not to let yourself be pushed into shouldering the full burden on
your own.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) An upcoming decision could open the way to an
exciting venture. However, there are some risks you should know about. Ask more questions before
making a commitment.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Personal matters need your attention during
the earlier part of the week; shift focus to your workaday world by midweek. Friday brings news.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) You've been going at a hectic pace for quite
a while. It's time now for some much-needed rest and recreation to recharge those hardworking batteries.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) It’s time to upgrade your current skills or get
into an entirely different training program so that you can be prepared for new career opportunities.
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Keep a low profile in order to avoid being lured away
from the job at hand. Focus on what has to be done, and do it. There'll be time later to enjoy fun with
family and friends.

Born this Week

You can be a dreamer and a realist. You dream of what you

would like to do, and then you face the reality of how to do it.
©2017 King Features Synd., Inc.
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TRIVIA TEST

By Fifi Rodriguez

Answers
1. The bones
2. Johnny Weissmuller won five gold
medals in freestyle swimming contests.
3. Indian Ocean
4. Al dente
5. Symphony No. 6
6. Catering business
7. Eastern New England
8. Grover Cleveland served as president in
1885 and 1893
9. Satire
10. Four

© 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

1. ANATOMY: Where would Haversian
canals be located in the human body?
2. MOVIES: Which star of early "Tarzan"
movies was a gold-medal winner in the
1924 and 1928 Olympics?
3. GEOGRAPHY: In what body of water
do the Comoros islands lie?
4. FOOD & DRINK: What cooking term
is Italian for "to the tooth"?
5. MUSIC: Which of Beethoven's symphonies also is known as the "Pastoral
Symphony"?
6. COMICS: What profession did Blondie
take up in the comic strip in the 1990s?
7. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Where
would someone be located in the United
States in an area often described locally as
"down east"?
8. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who was the only
president to serve nonconsecutive terms?
9. LITERATURE: What is the literary
genre described by Jonathan Swift as
"a glass wherein beholders discover
everybody's face but their own"?
10. GEOMETRY: How many sides does a
rhombus have?

© 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

Click on “Local News” at

Super Crossword
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Annual Membership Meeting
MONDAY, MARCH 20 • 6 P.M.

Election of Board Members will be held

PARTICIPATION and NOMINATIONS are WELCOMED

Be a part of the exciting projects SEMCU is working on by bringing Grant Money to the Ranchos.
All members of the public are encouraged to participate.
Come and provide input on the projects you think are necessary for our community.

Attend and make your voice heard!

Community Parks

Water Issues

Local Schools

Area Infrastructure

Sustainability

Help make a positive impact on our community

Ranchos Pizza Factory

37184 Avenue 12 #101 • Madera Ranchos

All regular meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of each month at the Ranchos Pizza Factory
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SEMCU -- Working on a Sustainable Future

