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Click on “Local News” at

Merven Lee
Vick, born in Stil-
well, Oklahoma
on October 2,
1935 and died on
Valentine’s Day,
February 14, 2011
surrounded by the
love of his family.

Merven was a
general building
contractor for over
50 years. He
began residential
and commercial
building in
Madera Ranchos
in 1975 and years
later he and Vir-
ginia built and
owned Maywood Shopping Center on
Avenue 12. Merven had been retired since
2002.

An ardent supporter of the Ranchos,
Merven started
the Ranchos
Patrol and was
an intricate part
in the opening
of the library in
Madera Ran-
chos. He
served on the
Board for
Friends of the
Madera Ran-
chos Library,
the Golden Val-
ley Chamber of
Commerce and
Madera Hospi-
tal. Merven
was even the
Grand Marshal
for the Flat-
landers Parade
in 2007 and he and his wife Virginia were
selected Man and Woman of the Year in
1996.

Merven enjoyed traveling with Vir-
ginia, riding his bicycle and reading. Mer-
ven’s greatest joy was spending time with
his grandchildren and great-grandchil-
dren.

Merven was preceded in death by his
father Andy Vick and his mother Gladys
Vick. He is survived by his loving wife of

54 years, Virginia,
and their three
children, daughter
Vicki Vick and her
husband Mike
Wood; his son
Michael Vick; his
son Mitchell Vick
and his wife Bella;
his nine grandchil-
dren, Vance Kil-
lion and his wife
Lisa, Lynda Vick,
Brittney Majors
and her husband
Brian, Amanda
Massetti and her
husband Kevin,
Briana, Cody, Mo-
riah, Madolyn and

Colton Vick; his nine great-grandchil-
dren, Devin, Derek and Sadie Majors,
Cameron and Riley Cavazos, Lailha and
Nikolyssa Killion, and Addison and

Emily Massetti.
A funeral

service was
held on Tues-
day, Feb. 22 at
New Covenant
Church in
Fresno. Imme-
diately after the
funeral, the fu-
neral proces-
sion drove
down Herndon
Avenue in
Fresno to the 41
Freeway and
then to Avenue
12 where Mer-
ven was driven
through his
b e l o v e d
Madera Ran-

chos and got to pass Maywood Center
and the Ranchos Café, where he was a
daily fixture, one last time on the way to
his final resting place at Arbor Vitae
Cemetery in Madera.

The family has asked that any re-
membrances of Merven be made in
the form of donations to the Merven
Vick Scholarship Fund through Bank
of the West at 7062 N. First St.,
Fresno, CA 93720.

Merven Lee Vick
October 2, 1935 - February 14, 2011

In Memoriam

I was just told of the news that a friend,
Merven Vick, had a heart attack and was resting
at the hospital and it didn’t look good. A couple
of days go by and news came that Merven had
quietly passed away. This all seemed like a sud-
den shock, knowing that Merven had dealt with
heart problems in the past and it had always
worked out. Most recently, having had bypass
surgery, Merven had shown so much progress,
riding his bike more than 20 miles per ride and
showing a faster gait and a slimmer physique, all
showing signs of improved health.

As I began the process of reminiscing of
having lunch with Merven and our occasional
meetings, it reminds me of how quick life
passes. Sometimes we take for granted that
someone will always be there.

Thoughts from a friend ...

Please see FRIEND on P. 10

A mysterious late-night fire in a Ranchos
backyard caught the eye of a patrolling Madera
County Sheriff’s Deputy on Tuesday, Feb. 8, and
as a result stolen items valued in the hundreds of
thousands of dollars have been discovered.

According to reports, Deputy Sheriff Luis
Padgett was patrolling through the Ranchos
when he spotted two people near the back end
of the property at 37851 Avenue 12 burning
items. The Deputy thought it looked like they
were stripping wire so he shined his light on the
two who immediately took off. Upon closer in-
spection, the two were indeed stripping copper

wire – over
1,000 pounds of cut up copper wire stolen from
PG&E with an estimated value of $4,000.

Scattered throughout the backyard of the home
Deputy Padgett located numerous buckets and 40-
gallon trash cans filled with at least 1,000 feet of cut
copper wire. In addition to the wire, he found a li-
cense plate belonging to a trailer reported stolen out
of Fresno, the remnants of a truck and trailer in a
“C” Container, and an engine from a stripped truck.

The house itself is a rental but the renter of the
home said that he had rented out the back lot to 45-
year-old Wendell Ray Campbell, who is now facing
multiple charges for possession of stolen property.

So far victims from Madera, Fresno, Visalia and
Porterville have been contacted. Some of the items
recovered include a 42” HD flat screen TV, two el-
liptical treadmills, torch cutting accessories, a fuel

Massive Stash of Stolen Goods,
Drugs Found in Ranchos Rental

What started out as a bonfire behind
a Ranchos rental ended up being a major
cache of stolen goods.

Wendell Ray Campbell, 45,
was arrested for receiving stolen
goods. He is already out on
$10,000 bail. Please see STASH on P. 23

By Christi McKinney

The Madera Ranchos community
opened its hearts and its wallets to help 12-
year-old Leukemia pa-
tient Lexi Delgado. In
just six hours on Satur-
day, Feb. 5, “Operation
Love for Lexi” raised
over $12,000 to help her
family offset the costs in-
curred during their three-
month stay in Stanford.
The event, which began
with one local business
owner, seemed to take on
a life of its own as gener-
ous Ranchos residents turned out to rally
around the Delgado family and to find any
way they could help out.

The Blood Mobile was on hand and 71
pints of blood were donated in Lexi’s name.

Even more importantly, 56 people signed
up for the bone marrow registry. So many
people wanted to donate blood that 47 peo-
ple have pre-registered for the next blood
drive which is being organized for March.

Lexi was diagnosed
with "Acute Myeloge-
nous Leukemia" (AML)
on July 23, 2010 at Chil-
dren's Hospital in
Madera. AML is a very
aggressive and rare form
of leukemia in children.
Lexi has spent most of
the past seven months at
Children’s Hospital in
Madera undergoing
chemotherapy, only com-

ing home for a few days at a time between
chemotherapy treatments. After her fourth
chemotherapy treatment, Lexi was consid-

Ranchos’ “Operation Love for Lexi”
Exceeds Everyone’s Expectations

Please see LEXI on P. 23
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Nearly
5 million

U.S. homes
already rely
on clean, safe
propane ...

Propane is an approved,
clean fuel listed in the
1990 Clean Air Act and
the Energy Policy Act
of 1992.

Propane is one of the cleanest burning of
all fossil fuels, is nontoxic and is not

harmful to soil or water.

What are YOU waiting for?

WIN FREE PROPANE!

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________
AVAILABLE BETWEEN JULY 1 - AUG. 31, 2011 • MUST BE A VALLEY PROPANE CUSTOMER

WIN250GALLONSOFPROPANE

MAIL TO: Val ley Propane • PO Box 125 • Mendota, CA 93640

PROUDLY
SERVING

THE
MADERA
RANCHOS

SERVINGALL THERANCHOS’PROPANENEEDS

Propane fulfills energy
needs by burning
cleanly and efficiently,
giving you more
value for your
energy dollar.

••     FFRREEEE  LLEEAAKK  TTEESSTT  ••    FFRREEEE  TTAANNKK  RREENNTTAALL  FFIIRRSSTT  YYEEAARR    ••
Service you can trust at prices you can afford! We are locally owned.

Propane is used for furnaces, water
heaters, air conditioners, outdoor
grills, fireplaces and appliances.

2/
11

www.The Ranchos.com
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Click on “Local News” at

By Ellen Mester

Believe it or not, the Friends of the Ranchos Library are already planning the 21st
Flatlander’s Day Craft Show which will be on Saturday, May 14 in the Maywood Center
from 8 a.m. until 2 p.m. The Craft Show information can be obtained at the Ranchos Li-
brary. The craft booths sell for $30 each for a 12 x 12 space. The food booths sell for $50
each and must be inspected by the Madera County Dept. of Environmental Health. Our pol-
icy is to NOT duplicate types of items sold as much as possible but to offer on a first come,
first served basis. That way we don’t have two or more booths competing for sales of the
same product. This applies to food booths as well. If you are interested in purchasing a
space for the Craft Show stop by the library and fill out an application as soon as possi-
ble. The Flatlander’s Day Parade, which is sponsored by the Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce, will begin at 10 a.m. sharp. Parade applications can be picked up at the Cham-
ber office. Awards will be given to entries in various categories following the parade.

Volunteers
Since our staff has been reduced from three full time employees to 1½ employees, we

have relied heavily on our volunteers. Even though they are not allowed to work at the cir-
culation desk, they still help in countless ways. Many volunteers assume that all they will
be doing is shelving books. They quickly learn that there are many other tasks involved in
running a library. Checking books in and out or shelving them are just the obvious things
we do. Our volunteers help with the children’s programs, tutor elementary students, process
books, pull requests, help patrons find books, shift shelves of books, organize the book sale
room, peruse the books stores for new and popular books, and much more. I just want to
thank all the wonderful people who have helped this library over the years. We couldn’t
have done it without you.

What’s Happening at the Library
Children’s programs: Preschool Story Time: every Thursday at 11 a.m. with Diane

Maxfield
After School Programs: Every Wednesday at 2 p.m.
Summer Reading Program: Mid-June through the end of July

Other important meeting times:
Friends of the Ranchos Library: The first Thursday of every month at 6 p.m.
Ranchos Library Knitting Group: Every Monday 5 to 7 p.m.
Citizens Advisory Committee: The last Wednesday of every month at 6 p.m.

Book Recommendations
Adult fiction: Ford County: Stories by John Grisham. Once again Grisham captures

the essence of life in the deep south with his stories from Ford County, Mississippi. Some
are hilarious, some quite sad but all are believable and memo-
rable. The first story entitled “Blood Drive” is about three good
ol’ boys who volunteer to drive to a Memphis hospital to donate
blood for a local boy who was badly injured on the job when
scaffolding fell on top of him. Two of the three have good in-
tentions but the third is purely along for the ride and has an un-
canny knack for getting into trouble. The sequence of events
and the eventual degradation of positive motives had me
laughing. And the ending was classic Grisham. The last story
is very moving. It’s the late 1980s and Adrian, the son of a
once wealthy family, returns to Clanton to die. He is a ho-
mosexual and is dying from A.I.D.S. His family won’t allow
him to stay with them so they arrange for him to spend the

remainder of his life in Lowtown
with a black, spinster woman. She is a compassion-
ate, intelligent woman who in a short time becomes the perfect
care-giver for Adrian. In the end they discover they have more in
common than not. Sometimes it is the kindness of strangers that
means the most.

Juvenile biography: Ella Fitzgerald: The Tale of a Vocal
Virtuosa by Andrea Davis Pinkney and illustrated by Brian
Pinkney. Ella began her career in the 1930s in Harlem but
quickly moved on to bigger stages with the help of Chick

Webb, a jazz musician with a bead on the music industry. When they performed together
there was a “chemistry, a musical magic.” From the Savoy to Carnegie Hall, Ella showed
the audiences that “a true star has no color — it just shines.” Ella eventually teamed up with
Dizzy Gillespie and made bebop her own. She was a true vocal virtuosa. The lovely il-
lustrations complete this biography that reads like a picture book. You can almost hear her
voice in the words. It’s an excellent selection for African-American History Month.

Check out these books and more at your library and don’t forget your library card:
Don’t leave home without it!

The Bookshelf

Friends-Sponsored Flatlanders Craft Show Around the Corner

It’s Official! Coffee Drinking is Good for Your Health!
Drinking coffee in moderate amounts during middle age may reduce the risk of dementia and

Alzheimer's disease in the elderly according to a study done in Finland and Sweden.
Those who drank three to five cups of coffee per day in midlife were much less

likely to have developed dementia or Alzheimer's disease in follow-up checks
two decades or more later, the researchers said in an issue
of the Journal of Alzheimer's Disease.

Here’s to your good health!

2/
11

37164 Avenue 12 #102, Madera Ranchos • 645-1225

2/
11

SVEDKA VODKA 750 ML ................................... $9.99
BACARDI LIGHT & DARK 750 ML .................... $10.99
SAUZA GOLD & SILVER 750 ML .................... $10.99
3 LITER BOX WINE (as low as) ......................... $4.99
FISHEYE 750 ML (all varieties) ............................. $4.99
CLOS DU BOIS CHARDONNAY ......................... $9.99
CLOS DU BOIS MERLOT, CAB SAV ............... $11.99
BUD & COORS 18-PAK (cans or bottles) ...... $10.99
CORONA 12-PAK ............................................. $12.99
NATURAL LT, KEYSTONE LT 30-PAK ............ $13.99
ALL 2 LITER SODA MIX ‘N MATCH .............. 2 for $3
ALL 12-PAK SODAS ............................................ $4.49

2/11 PRICES +TAX, CRV • PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE • EXP. 3-31-10
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By Rich Lowry

Every revolution against autocracy
is initially stirring. Who wouldn't have
cheered when Louis XVI was forced to
convene the Estates General, or when a
liberal provisional government took over
from Czar Nicholas, or when the rank
and file of the Shah's army refused to fire
on protesters in the streets?

All these inspiring events were mere
prelude to catastrophe, making the years
1789, 1917 and 1979 synonymous with
the onset of tyranny and bloodshed.

This is why our applause at the im-
minent political demise of Egypt's Hosni
Mubarak should be decidedly provi-
sional. For all his ruinous failings and
disgusting crimes, we may miss him
when he's gone.

In Cairo in 2005, Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice famously said that we
had "pursued stability at the expense of
democracy in this region here in the Mid-
dle East - and we achieved neither." Her
statement is now hailed as prescient, but
it was wrong by any reasonable standard.

During the first three decades of Is-
rael's existence, Egypt fought wars with
the Jewish state in 1948, 1956, 1967 and
1973. Since the beginning of Hosni
Mubarak's presidency in 1981, there
have been none. Most of the credit goes
to Anwar Sadat, who signed a peace
treaty with Israel in 1979 that cost him
his life. Yet, a 30-year peace between the

largest, most important Arab state and Is-
rael is no small feat of stability.

As for democracy, we didn't actively
trade it for order, but took Egyptian po-
litical culture as we found it. After
decades of British occupation, the revo-
lution of 1952 eventually gave rise to
Gamal Abdel Nasser. Historian David
Pryce-Jones calls him "the first Arab to
have created a police state," complete
with the "whole grim and bloody appa-
ratus of control through bureaucratic ter-
ror."

Nasser died in 1970, but his system
lived on. Egypt has been ruled by emer-
gency decree almost continuously since
1967. The Egyptian police state didn't
exist because of American support (ini-
tially it was pro-Soviet); we supported it
because it existed, and over time became
pro-American.

What now? It is heartening to see
Egyptians revolt against the indignities and
misery visited upon them by Mubarak. But
marches and riots -- and even elections --
are one thing. Creating a functioning, lib-
eral democracy is quite another.

Egypt has no experience with true
constitutional democracy, and its
strongest institution is the relatively
Westernized military. We should urge
Mubarak to leave without attempting a
crackdown that will further radicalize
the streets and risk splintering the army
(the meltdown of the Iranian army in
1979 was a boon to the ayatollahs).

Egypt's Ambiguous Revolution

"In a world
wracked by

hatred,
economic

crisis, and
political
tension,
America
remains

mankind's best
hope."

Guest Editorial

Then, with luck, the military can manage
a gradual transition to a more open polit-
ical system.

The Bush administration undertook
a push for democratization that created a
tentative democracy at a great cost in
Iraq, but otherwise petered out. Weirdly,
it may be that the slimy anti-American
info-activist Julian Assange, by leaking
documents detailing the extravagant cor-
ruption of Tunisia's since-deposed dicta-
tor, has inadvertently done more to stoke
an Arab Spring.

We know how hopeful it is now in
its early days; we don't know how it's
going to turn out.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National
Review.

(c) 2011 by King Features Synd., Inc.
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www.bedrockeng.com
559.645.4849

our Madera Ranchos office!
For a free consultation, call

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
• Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT
Click on “Local News” at

I highly recommend people
watching for anyone looking for an
inexpensive and entertaining way to
pass the time. Whenever and wher-
ever large groups of people assemble,
there is bound to be at least one twit
that forgets they are in public and en-
gages in some sort of behavior that
can provide hours of hilarious enter-
tainment.

I recently had the opportunity to
spend the better part of my Christmas
vacation waiting for an airplane be-
cause I had decided to visit my parents
who live in the middle of a cactus
patch in central New Mexico. Two
hours after I made my way through the
invasion of my privacy that is the TSA
security checkpoint, I discovered that
my flight was still about another two
hours out. Due to a lack of reading
material, I decided to partake in a lit-
tle people watching for entertainment.
The airport was
sure to have
plenty of tasty
cannon fodder for
my literary arse-
nal.

I found a
comfortable cor-
ner, popped in my
e a r p h o n e s ,
cranked up my
iPod and began
studying those
around me, and I
learned something: apparently when
you take off your shoes going through
security, and walk through the naked
machine, you leave your dignity be-
hind with your modesty, and clearly
some people are asked to check their
common sense with their luggage.

One such example of someone
who clearly forgot he was not in the
privacy of his own living room was
the teenage boy with his finger
jammed so far up his nose I thought
for a moment he only had half a fin-
ger. If that wasn’t appetizing enough,
the glory moment came when he then
proceeded to wipe the fruits of his ex-
cavation on the inside of his zip-up
sweatshirt. I attracted a few people
watchers myself as I guffawed,
snorted, then rolled onto my side in a
fit of laughter. What exactly was he
storing up for? Winter? A midnight
snack, maybe? Possibly he foresaw an
emergency wherein a mild adhesive
was needed, and he wanted to be able
to come to the rescue, triumphantly

People Watching, T.S.A. Style

shouting, “I have something that can
save the day! I have mucus!” More im-
portantly, I was seriously concerned
about the condition of this young
man’s nasal cavity because he stayed
with the pick and wipe routine for the
better part of an hour. What could he
possibly have left up there?

Another delightful scene was the
two young girls who turned the termi-
nal into their own personal audito-
rium. At first I didn’t notice them

because they
were sitting qui-
etly with their
headphones on,
minding their
own business.
Then their mother
took a little nap
leaving the little
darlings to shed
their halos and
emerge as the
monsters they
truly were. They

began skipping around, singing loudly
and performing a poorly choreo-
graphed dance routine to what I can
only assume was some pre-teeny-
bopper, bubblegum pop song, and just
causing a scene in general. I think
their mother must have taken a valium
because I can’t imagine sleeping
through that ruckus without pharma-
ceutical assistance. The situation re-
ally became noteworthy when one
took off down the terminal and the
other attempted to engage a man, who
I thought was her father, in what ap-
peared to be a dance-off. The man just
kept turning his head away from her,
clearly trying to ignore her. At first I
was agitated that her father was just
sitting their quietly, avoiding eye con-
tact, when it dawned on me, he didn’t
appear to recognize this child, which
led me to believe either: A) being
forced to sit this long in an airport can
bring on acute amnesia; or B) this was

“ . . . the man responded,
loudly, and I am quoting here be-
cause I wrote it down, ‘No, the
other mistress of Satan who let her
demon spawn run amuck in the
airport while she took a little
snooze.’ This man was after my
own heart.”

Page 6

Please see GEN WHY on P. 24

Saving energy
by keeping
your home at a
steady, accurate
temperature
makes their home
a better place.

2/11
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By Audrey Stock

Hi Neighbors,
On Feb. 5 I had the privilege to be

a speech judge for the Madera County
Academic Decathlon. When Golden
Valley Unified separated from Madera
Unified, the Madera County Superin-
tendent Sally Frazier encouraged both
me and Mona Diaz to become judges at
the annual Academic Decathlon. This
was before Liberty High School was
built. Mona and I both became judges
at that time and we have continued as
judges since that time. Once Liberty
High was built we encouraged the Lib-
erty High administrators to put together
a team to compete at the Decathlon.
This was the eleventh year for me to
volunteer as a judge. It is the first year
that Mona has missed. When we started
there were only
three high schools
competing in the
Academic De-
cathlon. They were
Madera High,
Yosemite High and
Chowchilla. Lib-
erty High made the
fourth team. Now
there are a total of
eight high schools
that compete with
more than 70 stu-
dents competing
from Madera
County. It is exciting to see how the Ac-
ademic Decathlon has grown in the 11
years since I have been involved in it.
The school teams are made up of nine
high school students who compete in a
series of 10 academic tests. Each team
has three “A” grade students, three “B”
grade students and three “C” grade stu-
dents. Students compete for medals and
cash awards.

For the first time this year Liberty
High students participated in the
Madera County Mock Trial. Other high
school students from participating
schools were Chawanakee/Minarets
High, Madera High and Yosemite High.
These student teams study a hypotheti-
cal case, conduct legal research and re-
ceive coaching and guidance from
volunteer attorneys in courtroom pro-
cedure and trial preparation. Students
portray each of the principals in the cast
of the courtroom characters. Students
participate as counsel, witnesses, court
clerks and bailiffs. Students get a taste

of the various jobs that are involved in
a courtroom trail. They learn about the
research that attorneys have to do to
prepare for each case. This is a very
valuable experience for our Liberty
High students.

In case you don’t know, Webster
Elementary School has had a new prin-
cipal since administrators came back
from the Christmas vacation. His name
is Mr. Felipe Piedra who was formerly
at Liberty High School as a Learning
Director. Mr. Piedra was employed at
Liberty High in 2006 as a counselor and
was promoted to Learning Director of
Liberty High in 2009. Principal Piedra
filled the vacant principal spot at Web-
ster when Principal Scott Tefft moved
his family to the East Coast. Ms. Alexis
Jennings is filling the vacant Vice Prin-
cipal spot at Webster because Mr. Aaron

Black became the
new Learning Di-
rector at Liberty
High. Golden Val-
ley Unified has had
to make changes to
meet their budget.
As the last half of
the school year be-
gins, Golden Valley
Unified employees
are working to-
gether to make this
school year one of
the best for their
students.

February is a very busy month and
by the time you get this paper it will al-
most be over. I hope that you had a nice
Valentine Day. Now it is time for the
Ranchos and surrounding area to have
some fun. The Ranchos needs an hon-
orary Mayor. The race for Mayor is
sponsored by the Madera Ranchos Ki-
wanis Club as a fundraiser. On Satur-
day, April 2 at the Ranchos Hills
Senior’s annual Home and Garden Fes-
tival come and sign up your candidate
at the Kiwanis Mayor’s booth. Maybe
you remember when we used to have an
honorary mayor in the Ranchos. Archie
Burton from the Ranchos Hills Seniors
was our last Mayor. Archie has since
passed away but he must be smiling to
think that the Ranchos will have a new
Mayor. The way that you vote is you
give $1 to vote for your favorite candi-
date. OK, the secret is out, the Ranchos
Hills Senior’s candidate is me, “AU-

More Ranchos Events and Honors
The Stock Report

OK, the secret is out, the
Ranchos Hills Senior’s candidate
[for honorary mayor of the Ran-
chos] is me, “AUDREY STOCK”
and I am honored. Don’t forget
that the most votes wins, so I ex-
pect all of my friends out there to
vote for me. This is going to be
fun!

Please see STOCK on P. 22G
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2011 Flatlander’s Day
Parade Day: Saturday, May 14, 2011 • $10 Entry Fee
Group Individual Business

Parade begins at 10 a.m. Sharp!
Registration of entries begins at 8:30 a.m.

Parade route: Avenue 12 from Topper to Kensington
The undersigned entrant and all participants agree to abide
by all parade rules, follow the directions of parade officials
and agree to release parade officials from any and all re-

sponsibility from loss, damage, and/or injury to any person
or property as a result of participation in the parade.

Group or Business Name
Individual Entry or
Responsible Person’s Name

Address:

Theme of Entry:

Will youngsters walk with the entry? Yes No
Approx. number of participants Approx. length ft.
EntryCategory (selectONEmostcloselysuitingyourentry):

Horses (Single) Horses (Group) Explain:
Band/Music Name:
Floats (Non-profit) Name:
Floats (Business) Name:
Floats (Other) Name:
Children’s Groups Name:
Dance Groups Name:
Single Entry (Children) Name:
Single Entry (Adult) Name:
Novelty Name:
Addtional information:

Phone:

Bring, fax or mail this form by May 2 to: Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
37167 Ave. 12 Ste. 5C • Madera, CA 93636 • Fax 645-4002 • Call 645-4001

Parade Sponsored by the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce, Ranchos Kiwanis and Friends of the Ranchos Library.

Signature: Date:

2/
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TUNE-UP SPECIAL

Regular Tune-Up With This Coupon

Lawnmowers • Edgers • String Trimmers

Expires 3/31/112/
11

1097 S. Granada Suite #B • Madera • 661-0355

$1000 OFF
Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent



Page 8

Have you ever been to a
fr iend’s house and had a piece of
cake that was absolutely yummy
and asked for the recipe? A week
later you get the recipe out because
you want to make this fabulous cake for your family only to discover
it takes “cake flour” instead of all-purpose flour. You haven’t had cake
flour in your pantry for years. Then you read on that i t takes butter-
milk! The last t ime you had buttermilk in the refr igerator was when
Aunt Matilda was here for a visit . Now what to do? Don’t panic, there
are ways to get around these “problems” without going to the store.

In last month’s ar t ic le , one of the recipes cal led for 1/8 cup of
something. I thought later how many of us have a 1/8 cup measure? We
all know from fourth grade math that 1/8 is half of ¼ but that doesn’t
help here. This month’s article is a li t t le different than usual. I am
going to give you some substi tutes for ingredients and measurements
used in food preparation.

by Jean Briner

Substitute This!

Click on “Local News” at

Specializing In:
• Foreign & Domestic

Car Repairs
• Custom Paint
• Color Matching
• Insurance Work

• Frame Straightening
• Unibody Frame
Repairs

• Chroma Vision
Color Matching

674-8591

GOLD GLASS
Precision Collision Repair

Fine Quality Craftmanship

Insurance Claims Welcomed FREE ESTIMATES
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JOIN TODAY AND PAY

NO INITIATION FEE!*
559-479-8282
CALL FOR MORE INFO

2/11

*with a 12 month agreement
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Ingredient Amount Subst i tutes
Arrowroot Starch 1 tsp. 1 T Flour or ½ tsp.

cornstarch
Baking Powder 1 tsp. ¼ tsp. baking soda

plus 5/8 tsp. cream
of tartar or 1/3 tsp.
baking soda plus ½
tsp. cream of tartar

Bread Crumbs, dry 1/3 C 1 sl ice of bread
Bread Crumbs, soft 3 /4 C 1 sl ice of bread
Catsup 1 C 1 C tomato sauce, ½

C sugar, 2 T Vinegar
Chives 2 tsp. 2 tsp. f inely chopp-

ed green onion tops
Chocolate-semisweet 1-2 /3 oz. 1 oz. unsweetened

chocolate plus 4
tsp. sugar

Chocolate-unsweetened 1 oz. 3 T cocoa plus 1 T
butter or margar ine

Cream, hal f & hal f 1 C 7/8 C whole mi lk
plus ½ T butter or
margar ine

Cream, whipped Chi l l a 13 oz. can of
evaporated milk for
12 hours. Pour into
a chi l led bowl . Add
one tsp. lemon
juice. Beat unt i l
st i f f .

Cream of tartar ½ tsp. 1½ tsp. lemon juice
or vinegar.

Flour, cake 1 C sif ted 1 C minus 2 T si f ted
al l purpose f lour

Flour, Sel f r is ing 1C 1 C minus 2 tsp. a l l -
purpose f lour, plus
1½ tsp. baking pow-
der and ½ tsp. sal t

Gar l ic 1 clove 1/8 tsp. gar l ic pow-
der or ¼ tsp. instant
minced gar l ic

Please see RECIPE on P. 9
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801 E. Yosemite Avenue, Madera

662-8825
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Smith Manor Grace Chapel is offering a Direct Cre-
mation Package for $$11,,779999..8811.. Our Direct Cremation Serv-
ice Package is designed specially for families who have chosen to

have a simple cremation. This package includes a
durable plastic urn, a cardboard cremation
container, removal from place of death to mortuary
within 50 miles, basic services of director and staff,
refrigeration, 1-hour private family viewing, one
death certificate, disposition permit and sales tax.

or call 375-6396 for a direct line to Heather
Lic. #0G40878

We also have many funeral plans
to choose from. To discuss payment options
on this plan or any of our other funeral plans
please contact Pre-Arrangement Specialist

Heather Thomas at

$1,799.81

CA #142100

SAND & GRAVEL •
CRUSHED  ROCK •

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL  DIRT •
TOP  SOIL •

HUMUS •
BARK •
CHIPS •

RIVER  ROCK •
BASE  ROCK •
ROCK  DUST •

COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY  BASE •

CONSTRUCTION  
CLEANUP •559-645-5363

LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY
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Golden Valley Baptist
Pastor David Jones

2/
11

Sunday School   9 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service 10:15 a.m.
Tuesday 7 p.m. YOUTH 13-18
come meet new friends!

Jesus is alive and well at
Golden Valley Baptist Church

12414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos · 559-645-1700
www.GoldenValleyChurch.com

RECIPE cont. from P. 8
Ingredient                 Amount    Subst i tutes
Herbs,  dr ied 1  tsp. 1  T f resh,  f inely  cut
Mi lk ,  buttermi lk  1  C 1 C pla in yogurt  or

1C minus 1 T sweet
mi lk  plus 1  T v ine-
gar  or  lemon ju ice.
Let  stand 5 to  10 
minutes.

Onion,  chopped ½ C A 4 oz.  onion,  about
2” diameter

1 C An 8 oz onion,  about
3” diameter

2 C A 1 lb .  onion,  about
4” diameter

Parsley 1  tsp. 3 tsp. fresh parsley,
chopped

Shortening,  mel ted 1  C 1 C cooking oil. Should
not be substi tuted
unless recipe cal ls
for melted shortening

Shortening 1  C 1 C minus 2 T lard
or  i f  being used in
baking, 1 1/8 C butter
or  margar ine,  decre-
ase sal t  in  recipe by
½ tsp.

Measurement  Equivalents

1 tsp. equals 1/3 T
3 tsp. “ 1    T
2 T “ 1/8 C
2 T + 2 tsp. “ 1/6 C
4 T “ 1/4 C
5 T + 1 tsp. “ 1/3 C
6 T “ 3/8 C
8 T “ 1/2 C
10 T + 2 tsp. “ 2/3 C
12 T “ 3/4 C
16 T “ 1    C

That’s it for the most common substi-
tutions. If you need one that is not on this
list and you have access to the internet,
type in “food substitutes” or “ingredient
substitutes” in Google, and go from there.
Or call me and I’ll see if I can help you.

Oll ie  Ridge gave me the fol-
lowing recipe.  I t  sounds so good;
I’d l ike to pass i t  on.

Vonda’s Apple Cake
Mix the following ingredients:
2 C Flour
2 C Sugar
1 Can Apple Pie Fil l ing
½ C Oil
1 tsp.  Salt
2 tsp.  Cinnamon

2 tsp.  Baking Soda
2 Eggs
1½ C Raisins
1 ½ C Chopped Walnuts
Place in a 9 x 13 pan and bake

@ 350 for about 45 minutes.  
Nex t  mon th  w i l l  be  t he

Eas t e r  i s sue  so  we ’ l l  p robab ly
have  spec i a l  Eas t e r  r ec ipes ,  bu t
the  fo l lowing  month  I  would  l ike
to  do  Peanu t  Bu t t e r  r e c ipe s .  I
have  a  coup l e  f r om a  f r i end  i n
Made ra  t ha t  I  wou ld  l i ke  t o
share ,  bu t  i f  you  have  someth ing
spec i a l  you r  f ami ly  en joys  w i th
peanu t  bu t t e r,  p l e a se  l e t  me
know and  I ’ l l  be  g lad  to  inc lude
them in  the  co lumn.
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By Melissa Tosetti and Kevin Gibbons

From the Madera Ranchos to Man-
hattan, we are beginning to see a light at
the end of the Recession tunnel. After
hunkering down for the past two years,
thoughts of new clothes and actually
taking a vacation begin to emerge. The
potential to thrive instead of just survive
is right in front of us.

But thriving isn’t just about vaca-
tions and new clothes. It’s about creat-
ing a strong financial foundation so
when the next recession hits, you won’t
have to worry once again about just sur-
viving.

There are hundreds of ways to man-
age your finances such as Intuit’s
Quicken or Mi-
crosoft Money,
but no matter how
you choose to
track it, there is
only one way to
achieve success:
You have to spend
less than you
make.

Spending less
than you make
sounds easy
enough, right?
And yet, accord-
ing to a Feb. 15,
2009 article on Forbes.com, "Eight Rea-
sons Why We Overspend," the average
American spent $1.33 for every $1 they
made. With a $50,000 income, they
spent $66,500 that same year. That is
$16,500 more than they earned. If this
habit were to continue, that $16,500 of
debt would turn into $33,000 the fol-
lowing year, $49,500 the next year and
so on. None of these figures factor in the
devastating cost of compounding inter-
est.

Part of the problem lies in the very
things that are supposed to make our fi-
nancial life easier. Debit cards and on-
line banking do make handling your
money easy, but they also emotionally
distance you from your money. Also, for
many, direct deposit has enabled the
dangerous habit of spending into the
next paycheck. One powerful lesson
learned from the Recession is that you
can’t count on that next paycheck. The
7.9 million people who lost their jobs
can attest to that disastrous fact.

Often, we think we just need to earn
more to gain financial stability. That
way, we won’t have to worry about our
spending. However, the media coverage
of actors, musicians, athletes and lottery
winners who lost everything by over-
spending demonstrates that it does not
matter how much you earn - you have to
spend less than you make. The poster
child of this example is Michael Jack-
son. Since the late 1980s, he earned an
average of $40 - $50 million per year
and yet, at the time of his death, he was
$300 - $400 million in debt.

We know that “paying ourselves
first” by automatically putting money
into a retirement and emergency account
is key, but there is another way to spend

less than you
make and have
fun doing it. Cre-
ate a game of
striving to have
money left over at
the end of each
pay period. Do
whatever it takes
not to spend into
that next check or
to have to dip into
your savings ac-
count. At first, it
may be a little dif-
ficult. You’ll find

that you underestimated how much you
needed to drive and have to fill your gas
tank a second time. You may also forget
that it’s your mom’s birthday and you
need to purchase a gift for her. What the
game does is it makes you aware of out
of the ordinary expenses. This type of
consciousness allows you to plan ahead.

As you start to master the game,
you may have an extra $5, $20, $50 or
$100 at the end of the pay period to
spend on something special or save for a
bigger ticket item. Truly, the best part of
the “Spend Less Than You Make Game”
is that you get paid for winning!

Next month, we will talk about how
to afford to spend on what is most im-
portant to you.

Melisa Tosetti is the founder of the
online magazine The Savvy Life. Along
with Kevin Gibbons, she is the author of
“Living the Savvy Life: The Savvy
Woman’s Guide to Smart Spending and
Rich Living.”

The Savvy Life

Make a Game of Spending Less

As you start to master the
game, you may have an extra $5,
$20, $50 or $100 at the end of
the pay period to spend on some-
thing special or save for a big-
ger ticket item. Truly, the best
part of the “Spend Less Than
You Make Game” is that you get
paid for winning!

Do you know of someone who has
worked tirelessly to improve the lives of
children 0 to 5 years old in their communi-
ties? First 5 Madera County is currently ac-
cepting nominations for those individuals
for a “Hands-on-Heroes” Award.

Committed to celebrating those indi-
viduals, Central Region First 5 Commis-
sions will be celebrating heroes in their
respective counties in conjunction with the
Week of the Young Child on April 11-15.
First 5 Madera County will honor heroes in
the community with its inaugural “Hands-
On Hero” Awards. Individuals can be nom-
inated in three categories: Child Health,
Early Care and Education, and Family
Strengthening for their work with young
children and their families. Nominations
forms are due by Feb. 28 and can be ac-
cessed at www.first5madera.net or can be
obtained at both the Madera and Chowchilla
First 5 Family Resource Centers.

The winners of this year’s First 5
Madera County Hands-On Hero Awards

must demonstrate a fervent commitment to
serving children 0 to 5 in the community. It
is these heroes, serving children every day,
that truly deserve to be recognized and ap-
plauded for their selflessness and passion for
creating a better world for children. Winners
will be officially recognized at a First 5
Madera County reception held on April 14th
at the Madera Family Resource Center.

First 5 Madera County represents an
important part of our state’s effort to nur-
ture and protect our most precious re-
source—our children. The focus at First 5 is
to educate parents and caregivers about the
important role they play in their children’s
first years. First 5’s services and supports
are designed to ensure that more children
are born healthy and reach their full poten-
tial.

For more information about the
“Hands-On-Heroes” Awards or to learn
more about First 5 Madera County, please
call 559-661-5155 or visit us at
www.first5madera.net.

Nominate “Hands-on-Heroes”

Dear Editor:

Just thought that I would pass this on to you for the Ranchos paper. Jared [Osborn]
was written up by the Fresno Bee as their player of the year and then he earned the All
American 2nd team for California and Hawaii, along with Central Valley MVP, 1st team
and Nor Cal 1st team. Attached is the All American list ... at this time he is being pursued
by Pepperdine, Irvine, UC San Diego, U.C. Santa Barbara, UOP, Fresno Pacific and Cal
Baptist.

Just one more reason that we need a pool at Liberty High School. Right now there are
about 15 kids that go to swim with the Clovis Swim Club. Many of those kids will be at-
tending Clovis schools in the fall or are already attending Clovis schools because we don’t
have a pool.

Kandace Osborn
Madera Ranchos

Letters

Merven was an individual who was di-
rect and outspoken. He was community ori-
ented and deeply cared for the Ranchos. He
was a pioneer in the development of the
business and housing community, and was
instrumental in many of the service organi-
zations.

Merven will be a tremendous loss to the
community. He was a friend, a person to turn
to for advice who always gave an honest and
heartfelt answer. One of those moments was
my first meeting with Merven in 1999. I was
freshly elected and sworn in to office. Mer-
ven wanted a meeting at his office. It was in-
teresting, Merven behind his paper-covered
desk, he said, “Well, what are your plans for

the future?” And I said, “What do you
mean?” He said, “I want to know, what you
are going to do about Avenue 12, the water
system, the flooding, etc.?” My response
was, “Merven, I’ve been sworn in for three
days, give me a chance to work on each of
these.” He said, “OK, fair enough, but I want
you to remember three things: I expect you
to be honest, informative, and don’t forget
the Ranchos!”

All of which I have taken to heart and
have done, and will continue to do. I will
miss our friendly chats, as two guys who en-
joyed wearing hats. May God give him
peace and rest.

Frank Bigelow
Supervisor, District 1

FRIEND cont. from P. 2
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American Legion Madera Post & Unit 11

Spaghetti Dinner
Tuesday, March 1

5 p.m. - 7 p.m.

SPAGHETTI
GREEN BEANS • GARLIC BREAD

SALAD DESSERT

7$ 00only

and

per person
American Legion Hall
17408 Road 26, Madera
for MORE INFORMATION call
Robert or Dede Laburada

559-673-4752
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By Carla Hart

“Kiwanis International is a global or-
ganization of volunteers dedicated to chang-
ing the world one child and one community
at a time.”

Happy New Year everyone! The past
few months have been busy ones for the
club. In December we purchased, assembled
and shipped care packages to 17 of our local
Ranchos soldiers stationed both stateside
and abroad. Our members would like to ex-
tend our true appreciation for the soldiers’
service to our country and sacrifice for our
freedom. Also in December, seven LHS
Key Club members and four Ranchos Ki-
wanis member chaperones made the trek to
Pasadena for the annual Rose Parade float-
decorating day on Dec. 30. This exciting,
annual Kiwanis event is always an experi-
ence not to be missed. This year our group
was assigned to the Trader Joe’s float, “Ex-
ploring Planet Dinner,” which won the Best
Animation trophy. Great job to all our vol-
unteers and a special “thank you” to all the
other Kiwanis volunteers that cooked and

served lunch to 650 of us in 30 minutes.
In January, the club welcomed two new

members: Maryann Parks and Debbie Farr.
Anyone who knows these two ladies

knows the hard work and dedication they put
into our wonderful community and we’re for-
tunate to have them as part of the Ranchos Ki-
wanis family. Welcome aboard Maryann and
Debbie. A big “thank you” goes out to our
President, Mona Diaz, who sponsored this dy-
namic duo. For bringing new members to the
club, she received the “BEAR Team” award
by our Lt. Governor, Richard Wayne.

Also, in the months of December and
January, we had some wonderful guest speak-
ers including educator, author and retired
KMPH regular, Bill Coate, who entertained
us with his knowledge and history of Madera
County.Also, our own Kiwanian, Travis Hart,
spoke about the exciting sport of SCUBAdiv-
ing and presented us with a slide show of his
undersea adventures. Thank you to our all our
guest speakers. We are always on the lookout
for interesting orators. If you have an inform-
ative topic you’d like to share, please contact
President Mona Diaz at 333-1913.

At press time we will have had our

inner club meeting with the Kiwanis Club
of Greater Madera at Round Table Pizza on
Feb. 3, our monthly DCM at Home Town
Buffet in Clovis on Feb. 12, the annual E-
Waste event at Ranchos Market on the Feb.
12-13 and celebrated with a Valentine’s Day
party at Wildwood Mobile Home Park club-
house thanks to our own Dale Lucas.

Our next event will be the Mayor’s Race
inApril. Flyers are coming door to door thanks
to Kiwanian Bruce Blair and his hard working
Boy Scout troop. Look for more details in the
next issue of the Ranchos Independent.

Did You Know: Kiwanis offers mem-
bership to almost all age groups – from ele-
mentary school students to adults.
Combined, there are approximately 600,000
members in 8,000 clubs throughout 96
countries. The Madera Ranchos Kiwanis
Club is looking for business owners and in-
dividuals who are interested in having fun
while giving back to our community. Be-
come part of a civic organization devoted to
helping our local children today. If you are
interested in becoming a Kiwanian, please
contact Mona Diaz at 333-1913.

Thank you to the Ranchos community

for the continued support of the Ranchos Ki-
wanis Club. The Kiwanis meets the first
Thursday of every month at 6:45 a.m. at Al-
fresco Coffee and each Thursday thereafter
at 6:45 p.m. at the Ranchos Pizza Factory.

“Volunteers do not necessarily have the
time; they just have the heart.”

Elizabeth Andrew

Ranchos Kiwanis Events and Activities Keep Volunteers Hopping
Kiwanis Korner

www.ranchoskiwanis.com

Board Members:
President: Mona Diaz phone: 333-1913
Past President: John Herrera
President Elect: Charles Diaz
Vice President: Chris Parks
Secretary: Pam Glueck
Treasurer: Perry Watkins

Board of Directors:
Marie Cameron
Bev Delk
John Glueck
Carla Hart
Virginia Vick
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FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at

Say you saw it in 
the Ranchos Independent

Click on “Local News” at 

Call for an Appointment

559-395-4640 office • 559-908-4600 cell
www.JudysLegalDocumentService.com
11874 Road 36 ½ •  Madera, CA • 93636

Madera County LDA Reg. 2010001 • Exp. 8/10/12

Judith L. Locatelli
Legal Document Assistant/Notary Public

Self-Help Legal Document Assistant

Judy’s Legal Document
Service

“I am not an attorney. I can only provide
self-help services at your specific direction.”

•

•

•

Estate Planning • Family Law
... and more

2/11

Senior Report

New Year, New President for Seniors
By Verlaine Elinburg

Michael Thomson was born and raised in
the Bay Area. I always wondered where the
Bay Area was and when it was stated that he
and his wife were from the Bay Area I checked
the words “Bay Area” and the best I could
come up with was the beautiful scenic coastal
area around the city of San Francisco, San
Mateo, Sunnyvale, Santa Cruz, Watsonville,
Salinas to Monterey. Where people come to in
California and then never leave.

Mike attended Watsonville High, Cabrillo
Junior College and San Jose State. During the
academic years in high school he participated
in wrestling and football and continued
wrestling in junior college. He moved to the
Valley in 1974 and obtained employment at
Corkey’s Custom
Slaughterhouse in
Kerman as an appren-
tice butcher. A couple
of years later he com-
menced his career as a
butcher at the Save
Mart grocery chain.
This is where he met
the love of his life, his
wife Carolyn. To-
gether they both
worked and played
into retirement.

When I asked him, “Tell me about retire-
ment life,” with a smile he said, “My play-
ground is the outdoors; I travel, fish, bicycle
ride, garden, read and spend time with family
and friends, and of course my pals Chance and
Charlie. We take walks, play and most of all
they love their backs rubbed. They are both
Border Collies and my best friends.”

Thomson that he and Carolyn, his wife,
were active members of the “hunter/gatherer
tribe,” having collected copious amounts of
marble and cookbooks. “Our hobbies have
taken us far and wide and we have explored
great adventures, enjoying our endeavors at
flea markets, yard sales, estate sales and
county fairs. During the years we have seen
our country change and we do miss our treas-
ure hunts, but as technology has come to play,
Craig’s list, eBay and Amazon have taken
over,” he said.

Eleven years ago the Rolling Hills area of
the Madera Ranchos became their new home.
Retired and looking for action, they joined the
Ranchos/Hill Seniors where they discovered
new friends and participated in the activities
at the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center. “The Cen-
ter was what we were looking for. It is rock ‘n

rolling with activities they have on their on-
going agenda – daily, weekly and monthly,
and if you want to know what is happening in
the community and the surrounding area and
any gossip, it is the place to be,” Thomson
said.

He and his wife have been on several
travel trips organized by the Center. Europe,
Alaska, cruises, along with different trips lo-
cally and other places in the U.S.A. “We vol-
unteer for various fund raisers to fund the
upkeep of the Center, play cards (poker and
other card games a couple times a week); pot
luck, to check out the new recipes; and good
old fashion home cooking,” he said.

Carolyn is the assistant treasurer of the
Treasure House and this year Thomson
“jumped in with both feet” and became the
President of the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center.
“I am having the time of my life,” Thomson

said. “Presently we are
in full swing in prepa-
ration for our Annual
Home and Garden
Festival on April 2nd,
and the Bike Ride
April, 16th. The bike
ride has different lev-
els of ability and dif-
ferent routes. If you
have not attended any
of our events and
would like more for-
mation, please give us

a call at 559-645-4864. I would also like to ex-
tend an invitation to any adventurous seniors
50 and older to join our center. Find a friend
for life, have fun and live life to the fullest.”

The Ranchos/Hills Senior Center has a10
Day Alaska Cruise and Tour set for this Au-
gust from the 10th through the 19th. Alaska-
Yukon, Explorer and Inside Passage are part
of the cruise. Three night cruise from Vancou-
ver to Skagway, plus a Seven-Day Tour. See
Vancouver, British Columbia, the Inside Pas-
sage, Tracy Arm, Juneau, Skagway, White-
horse and Beaver Creek in the Yukon Territory
then Tok, Alaska, Denali National Park and
Anchorage. Enjoy a relaxing cruise through
the famed Inside Passage of Alaska aboard
Holland America’s luxurious Volendam and
then disembark in the historic town of Skag-
way where you begin your journey through
the famed Gold Rush region of the Yukon. You
will experience magnificent scenery and au-
thentic Alaska throughout your tour by ship,
deluxe motorcoach, the White Pass & Yukon
Railroad and aboard the McKinley Explorer
train. For booking the tour and additional in-
formation contact Jo Ann at the Ranchos/Hills
Senior Center at 645-4864.

“The Center was what we were
looking for. It is rock ‘n rolling with
activities they have on their ongoing
agenda – daily, weekly and monthly,
and if you want to know what is hap-
pening in the community and the sur-
rounding area and any gossip, it is
the place to be,” Thomson said.

35$only
AIRBRUSH TANNING THANK YOU!!!for all of yoursupport forOPERATION LEXI

get the tan
without the

sun’s burning
rays!

EXP. 3/31/11
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Creating a Long-term File System

Now that you have your active files
all set up (see last issue’s Piles to Files –
Part I), it’s time to take a look at the pa-
pers that are jammed in and around the file
cabinet. For these we will create a long-
term system.

Purge – Shred or recycle documents
that aren’t current such as auto records for
cars you’ve sold, outdated insurance poli-
cies (unless they have claims outstanding),
and old paid bills and statements that are
not needed as a backup for tax purposes.
Remember that for each tax year you only
need the end of the year statements and W-
2s, so the quarterly, monthly, weekly state-
ments and pay stubs may be shredded once
you’ve secured the year-end statements.
Check with your accountant for a final say
on what you need to keep for tax archives.

The purge process may take awhile
depending on whether or not you’ve done
this post 1965. If the task seems over-
whelming, set a timer for an hour and chip
away a little at a time. Create a reward
system to keep yourself motivated as you
complete each file drawer or box.

Create Folders – If you don’t cur-
rently have a system that’s working for
you, I highly recommend Freedom Filer
(www.freedomfiler.com – contact me for a
discount code or preview). This is a user-
friendly system and practically mainte-
nance-free. It’s color-coded with
categories such as monthly paid bills, tax
documents and archives, permanent
records (medical, auto, home, etc.), re-
move/replace documents (insurance/bank
policies, service provider info, employ-
ment package, etc.), and resource files
(travel, heath & fitness, home decorating,

Piles to Files - Part II

etc). With this system you’ll always be
ready for tax season, have easy access to
every paper, and never have to re-label
files from year to year.

If you’re more of a do-it-yourselfer,
you’ll still need to have a home for every
paper that wasn’t purged. Keep the file
size manageable by breaking down large
stacks of paper such as “Auto” or
“Health” records with interior folders for
each car or family member.

Label files in general terms, like
“Auto Insurance” instead of “AAA,” so
that if you change carriers you don’t need
to re-label your folder. If your files ex-
ceed more than one file drawer, divide
them by categories and use colored di-
viders to separate and label each cate-
gory. File your folders alphabetically for
easy access.

Maintain – Now that there’s a home
for every paper, filing will be so much
quicker and easier. But, you still have to
do it! Schedule a monthly time, or link it
with your bill-paying schedule. Have a
specific place for your “to-be-filed” pa-
pers and don’t let the stack outgrow its
boundary.

If you’re using the Freedom Filer
system, there will be a built-in schedule
for removing outdated items. If you’ve
created your own system, schedule an an-
nual purge in order to keep your files
from getting too full.

One more option – go paperless!
Whenever you have a choice, choose pa-
perless statements that go directly to your
email. Using NeatReceipts, a mobile
scanner and digital filing system from
The Neat Company (www.neatco.com),
you can easily scan every other paper (re-
ceipts, business cards and documents). It
automatically breaks down the informa-
tion and stores it in an appropriate file in
your computer. Just make sure that if you
choose this option you have a great com-
puter backup system.

You can contact Brenda McElroy to
have questions answered at Organized by
Choice (because things don’t always fall
into place) at P.O. Box 26152, Fresno,
CA 93729, email her at info@organized-
bychoice.com, visit her website www.or-
ganizedbychoice.com or she can be
reached by phone at 559-871-3314.

2/
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2004 Prowler Regal AX6 5thWheel2004 Prowler Regal AX6 5thWheel

for more info call Tina at 645-4948for more info call Tina at 645-4948

paid $69,000
asking $35,000!
paid $69,000
asking $35,000!

For SaleFor Sale
• 36.5 feet long with four slide outs • Upstairs living

room with fireplace • Surround sound stereo • Both sofas
make into beds plus queen side bed • Hardwood flooring

and carpeting throughout • A/C and solar

2/11
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By the Community ...
The South East Madera County United organization, or
SEMCU, is a nonprofit, mutual benefit organization
dedicated to representing the interests of the residents,
property owners and businesses in the SEMCU Area. In
representing local interests, SEMCU studies issues facing its

members, such as access to water, transportation, schools and energy, and works with local governments and private
entities to find working solutions to regional problems. Additionally, SEMCU strives to advocate for its members
wherever and whenever the opportunity arises and to obtain grant funding to help address area needs.

What is the SEMCU Area? The South East Madera County United, or “SEMCU,”
Area covers the area of Madera County bounded on the north by Highway 145, on
the south by the San Joaquin River, on the east by Highway 41, and on the west by
the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway and by Avenue 32 1/2 north of its
intersection with the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway.

What is SEMCU and
what does it do?

If you are a resident, landowner or business
owner in the SEMCU Area, you share
common interests with SEMCU. Becoming a

member of SEMCU will allow you to be a part of a collaborative group of individuals working for the benefit of the
SEMCU Area and will give you the opportunity to have a say in how issues facing our area are handled.

Who should join SEMCU?

Your neighbors. Tom Hurst, Tim Jones, Nancy Koontz,
Brock Moore, Jim Powell, Bill Prince, Ethel Pronin, Seth
Thomas and Igal Treibatch.

Who is on SEMCU’s
Board of Directors?

Page 16
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to obtain copies of SEMCU’s meeting agendas and minutes visit www.semcu.com

the next Annual SEMCU meeting
is scheduled for Monday, Feb. 28

at 6:30 p.m. at
the Ranchos Pizza Factory

37184 Avenue 12 in the Madera Ranchos 

Got water problems?
Got traffic problems?

Got a Community Center?
Got a park?

Get involved with SEMCU.

2/11
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By Sarah Koligian

“Do I like the choices we face? No. I
don’t. But after serious study of the options
left us by a $25 billion deficit, the budget I
have proposed is the best I can devise. If
any of you have other suggestions that you
think are better, please, share them with us.
After all, we are in this together.” - Gover-
nor Jerry Brown

Governor Brown’s 2011-12 budget
proposal is a balanced approach between
revenues and new cuts to solve the deficit
and provide for an extension of temporary
revenues to support programs our students
need and deserve. Over the last several
years, K-12 education funding has taken a
disproportionate amount of budget cuts.
State and local funding for schools has
been cut by more than $18 billion or about

$1,900 per student in the last three years.
The magnitude of this budget deficit on
Golden Valley Unified School District has
been a reduction of more than $3 million
in anticipated revenue and an additional re-
duction of more than $3 million in actual
revenue or approximately $1,500 less per
student over the past three years as a result
of ongoing statewide cuts to education
funding. The district has lost out on more
than $6 million in education funding due
to the state not fully-funding Golden Valley
over the past three years.

The loss of $7 billion in one-time fed-
eral funding further reduces school budgets
statewide. Additionally, approximately 25
percent of our revenues ($2 billion
statewide) have been deferred by the state
from the current school year into the next
school year, creating further cash flow is-
sues for school districts. In order to reverse
this downward spiral, Californians must re-
tain the revenues that enable us to invest in
our schools and students. The governor’s
budget proposal to limit further cuts to
schools in 2011-12 is dependent on voter
approval of an extension of existing tem-
porary tax increases. A ballot measure to
extend temporary revenues will help pre-
vent further cuts to schools and without this
extension the Legislative Analyst’s Office
reports that funding for schools would fall
by at least $2 billion, or more than $335 per
student. For Golden Valley, the amount lost
per student is approximately $353 per Av-
erage Daily Attendance (ADA), if the ini-
tiatives do not pass in June.

Governor Brown says education is a
priority, and we expect lawmakers to work
with him to protect schools from further

cuts and to ensure the continued invest-
ment our students deserve. Voters under-
stand the importance of investing in
education as the foundation of a strong
economy and a well-educated workforce.
According to a statewide Public Policy In-
stitute of California poll, 82 percent of Cal-
ifornians oppose reductions in K-12
schools to fix California’s budget deficit.
An initiative to extend temporary revenues
will help prevent further cuts to schools
and students.

It is our commitment in Golden Valley
to provide a quality education for all stu-
dents, and even though our budget has been
decreased by the state over $3 million dol-
lars over the past three years, from approx-
imately $17 million to $14 million in
revenues, we have continued to maintain a
level of excellence. This is due, in part, to
our dedicated employees who continue to
put our students first. Over the past three
years our employees have worked with the
district to reduce work days, to minimize
operational expenses, and to maximize class
sizes to help weather the financial storm.

Looking at the glass half-full, if the tax
initiatives pass in June, Golden Valley
would experience an approximate shortfall
of $60,000, which could be absorbed into
next year’s budget without any major
changes to how our schools are operating
today. However, if the voters of California
do not pass the initiatives, which extend the
current taxes, Golden Valley may be facing
a budget crisis like no other. Looking at the
glass half-empty, Golden Valley could ex-
perience a potential revenue shortfall of ap-
proximately $750,000, and possibly more
if Proposition 98 is not fully funded, which

would have a devastating impact on our
district. As we have done in the past, we
will be relying upon the input and support
of our staff, parents and community to
work with the district to collaboratively
problem solve solutions to once again
weather the proverbial storm.

The District and our Governing Board
of Trustees want to hear your input on
budget reduction ideas. On March 28, the
Board will schedule a Public Hearing on
the budget to obtain input from our com-
munity. The meeting will be part of the reg-
ular Board Meeting beginning at 6 p.m. in
the Liberty High School Library. For more
information, please call Golden Valley
Unified School District at 645-7500.

Our statewide organizations are also
urging all concerned citizens to write our
local legislators to let them know what the
potential impact could mean to our stu-
dents if the initiatives do not pass. We ap-
preciate your support in maintaining a
community that is “growing a district of
excellence.”

Please consider contacting our local
legislative representative to share your
concern about protecting education. Your
support is greatly appreciated.

Assemblymember Linda Halderman
District 29

assemblymember.halderman@assem-
bly. ca.gov

(916) 319-2129.

Senator Tom Berryhill
District 14:

senator.berryhill@senate.ca.gov
(916) 651-4014.

Golden Valley Unified School District Su-
perintendent, Sarah Koligian.

State Budget has Serious Implications for Madera Ranchos Schools
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There are new whooping cough (pertussis) immu-
nization requirements for students in grades 7-12. Start-
ing in July, 2011, the new state law (AB 354) requires all
students entering 7th through 12th grades to be immunized
with a pertussis (whooping cough) vaccine booster called
“Tdap.”

The new requirement affects all students – current,
new and transfers – in public and private schools. Stu-
dents need their Tdap shot before coming back to school

in August, 2011. There is no grace period for this re-
quirement.

Get your child’s Tdap shot now. A large number of
students need a Tdap shot between now and the start of
school next year. Make an appointment with your child’s
doctor or clinic for your child to get a Tdap booster shot
now and avoid the back to school rush. After receiving the
immunization, bring your shot record or fax a copy to your
child’s school.

“Tdap” Information Resources
Shots for School by the California Department of

Public Health - www.shotsforschool.org/
What Parents Need to Know from the California De-

partment of Public Health - eziz.org/PDF/ab_354
_faq_for_parents_11_05_2010.pdf

Assembly Bill 354 - www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-
10/bill/asm/ab_0351-0400/ab_354_bill_20100929_
chaptered.html

Whooping Cough Immunizations Required for Admission in 2011-2012
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Math Crazy owner and tutor Tom Filer, right, helps a
student understand high school geometry.

You've tried the flash cards, you've tried the study sessions,
you've tried the phonics programs, but your child is still behind.

Math Crazy can help.
Your child is unique and at Math Crazy we treat him

or her as such. Our evaluations go far beyond State Stan-
dards. We also evaluate your child's learning style to de-
termine the method by which he or she absorbs the
maximum amount of information in the minimum amount

of time. Finally, we compile all of this
information to create a customized
learning plan specifically for your
child. We look behind the numbers
to tell you what the state tests don't.2/

11
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always FREE samples!
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By Jim Monreal

Construction has nearly been completed
at Liberty High School for our most recent
projects which include a new Science Build-
ing and an Athletic Stadium. Site work
began in late December of 2009. 

The science classrooms are being outfitted to
accommodate advanced science classes in Chem-
istry and Physics. These classrooms are a great addi-
tion for the science program at Liberty High School. 

Included in the athletic stadium is a newly
paved parking lot, bleachers for the home side with
a capacity of 1858, a new press box and elevator-
lift, men’s and women’s restrooms, a ticket booth,
storage and snack bar areas. The track has been
expanded to eight lanes, which will accommodate
sporting events. Work remaining is making our

temporary bleachers on the visitor’s side perma-
nent according to Division of State Architect re-
quirements. The stadium and concession buildings
are currently being used for soccer games.

Did you know that the Sierra View Modern-
ization Project is underway?

We have partnered with TayorTeter Archi-
tects and Harris Construction and are moving
forward with our next project which will be the
Sierra View Modernization. Construction is pro-
jected to begin late May, 2011.  All construction
is projected to be completed by August of 2011
and will be ready for the 2011-2012 school year.
Part of the modernization project includes plans
for a new Administration Building.

Jim Monreal is the Chief Business Official
for Golden Valley Unified School District.

Bond Measure Projects Continue

Parker from the Fresno Grizzlies made a stop at Webster to kick off the “Wild About Read-
ing” program.  Students who read 10 books in five weeks will receive two tickets to a Grizzly
Game on Sunday, May 22, 2011. 

Fresno Grizzlies’ Mascot Parker
Gets Webster Wild About Reading
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FREE
TOWING

WITH OVERHAUL

Brakes • Tune-ups • Diagnostic
Oil changes • Service work

FULL SERVICE
AUTOMOTIVE

SHOP

Serving the

Valley for Over

42 Years
2/
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follow us on
Facebook

FREE
HEATING/COOLING
INSPECTION

COOL

IS HERE!
WEATHER

call for appt. • exp. 3/31/11

WE ALSO DO:

AND NOW: A/C SERVICE AND REPAIRS
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Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent
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is the word this April at Liberty High!
(watch for more info, Daddy-O! )

2/
11

Liberty High finished third overall at the
29th Annual Madera County Academic De-
cathlon held on Feb. 5 at Madera South High
School. Yosemite High School won the Ac-
ademic Decathlon and will compete in the
California Academic Decathlon State Finals
on March 11-14 in Sacramento. Yosemite
High School scored 32,137 points out of
60,000, and will challenge the best schools
from throughout California.

The seven County high schools that
competed had
n i n e - m e m b e r
teams, each com-
prised of three
“A”, three “B” and
three “C” students.
Liberty High had
no “C” students
and still finished
third overall, even
after scoring no
points in the “C”
segment of the
competition.

The Liberty
High team was
comprised of
Coach Rebecca
Harp-Sligh, Jaycob
Rousey, Carl Tem-
ple, Rene Mon-
deau, Nicole Ray, Mandy Herron and Lauren
Bailey.

Chowchilla High School placed second
with Glacier High School and Liberty tying
for third in the competition. Other compet-
ing schools included Chawanakee Academy,
Madera High, Madera South High and Pio-
neer Technical Center. This was the first
year Glacier High School and Pioneer Tech-
nical Center participated.

“This was the largest Academic De-
cathlon in Madera County’s history,” said
Cyndy Dolph, Associate Superintendent,

Madera County Office of Education. “We
were excited to have two new high schools
join in this academic event.”

This year, each student participated in
ten challenging events, including tests in art,
economics, language and literature, mathe-
matics, music, science and social science. In
addition, the contestants performed a pre-
pared and impromptu speech, wrote essays
on a given topic and were interviewed by a
panel of judges.

The 2011 Aca-
demic Decathlon
topic was The
Great Depression
and the Super Quiz
topic was geology.

The top scor-
ing senior from
each school re-
ceived a $100
scholarship. The
following students
earned the senior
honors:
Liberty High
School- Lauren
Bailey
C h a w a n a k e e
Academy- Phillip
Benard
Chowchilla High

School- Micah Davison
Glacier High School- Jordan Russell
Madera High School- Audrey Cavazos
Madera South High School- Jessica Sierra
Yosemite High School- Melissa Denny

Students received Gold, Silver and
Bronze medals for each academic event.
The only Liberty student to earn a medal was
Nicole Ray who scored a Bronze medal for
Language and Literature.

The Madera County Academic De-
cathlon is funded by donations from local
businesses and community members.

LHS is 3rd in Academic Decathlon

The Liberty High Academic Decathlon team
was coached by Rebecca Harp-Sligh, left, and
watched by Liberty High Principal Kuljeet Mann.
Team members included Jaycob Rousey, Carl Tem-
ple, Rene Mondeau, Nicole Ray, Mandy Herron and
Lauren Bailey. Superintendent Sarah Koligian was
also present at the competition.

Attention Community Members! On
June 2, 2011, 129 Liberty High School
graduates will leave Liberty High destined
to fulfill their college dreams. However,
many of these graduates face the daunting
challenge of figuring out how to pay for ris-
ing costs of attending college and we need
your help.

In recognition of our graduates’ ac-
complishments, Liberty High School would
like to extend an opportunity to the mem-
bers of this community to establish a schol-
arship fund which will promote the
attainment of our graduates’ post-high

school goals. The creation of these scholar-
ship funds will support the continued
growth and educational opportunities for
Liberty High’s graduating seniors and the
future professionals of this community.

It’s not too late to establish a scholarship
fund for the Class of 2011. If you or someone
you know is interested in donating a one-time
or annual scholarship opportunity to support
college bound students of Liberty High,
please contact Karie Hannigan, Scholarship
Coordinator, at 645-3500 extension 2003 or
email khannigan @gvusd.k12.ca.us by March
11, 2011.

LHS Creating Scholarship Fund
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Say you saw it in
the Ranchos Independent

By David Jones

I will never forget the day I arrived
at Boot Camp. The experience was every-
thing I had been promised and more. The
Viet Nam war was escalating and I didn’t
want to miss a single adventurous mo-
ment of it. After boot camp I went to
Georgia for advanced infantry training
and then jump school where I earned my
paratrooper wings. When I was accepted
for Special Forces training (The Green
Berets) I was flying high. I worked hard
and soon I earned the Green Beret and
graduated from the John F. Kennedy
School for Special Warfare at Ft Bragg
North Carolina.

I only had nine months left of a
three-year hitch when I arrived in Viet
Nam in February of
1969. Here we are
in February 2011
and it has been 42
years since I found
myself participat-
ing in a war that
would remain con-
troversial for the
rest of my life. Dur-
ing my short stay in
that beautiful coun-
try, I made friends
among the locals, traveled over much of
the countryside by helicopter and gen-
erally enjoyed what would prove to be
the greatest adventure of my life. There
were moments of intense horror and fear
but there were also moments of exhila-
ration and fun-filled excitement. It has
been well said that every man is looking
for a battle to fight, an adventure to
have and a beauty to rescue. I am no ex-
ception.

I have had many adventures and even
rescued my beauty. She has been with me
41 years. The one thing that continues on
through life is the battle. Oh, it’s not the
kind of battle I fought in Viet Nam; it’s
the kind of battle every person in the Ran-
chos fights. No this battle is not economic
– an economic battle is only a skirmish –
the kind of battle I’m talking about is re-
ally not even physical. It’s a battle with
the enemy of our souls. It’s the kind of
battle where the enemy wants to steal the
soul of your children and get them ad-
dicted to drugs. It’s warfare to keep our
kids safe and our families together. The
apostle Paul calls our attention to this bat-
tle in Ephesians, Chapter six.

Paul identifies this battle as one with
spiritual forces of evil. The Bible helps us

to know that Satan is a real being and it is
his intention to steal our joy. I am so glad
that Jesus said, “I am come that you may
have life and have it more abundantly.”
Paul helps us to grasp the right weapons
with which to fight our battles. They are
listed there in Chapter six.

The Bible uses a lot of warfare
metaphors beginning with stories such as
Abram rescuing his nephew Lot and end-
ing with Satan being cast into a lake of
fire in Revelation Chapter 20. These sto-
ries are there because all of this life is
preparation for the next life. Battles are
allowed because they provide opportuni-
ties to exercise faith in God and learn the
great lessons of life. Your battle may be
in health or relationships or finances but
the real opportunity for victory means

fighting in the spirit
realm.

Jesus Christ
has already con-
quered our greatest
enemy, the enemy
of DEATH. If you
have read the end of
the book (Revela-
tion) you know the
end of the story and
the fact is: WE
WIN! The Bible

teaches that Jesus has overcome death
and the grave. There is an Easter and we
are looking forward to a celebration of it
on April 24.

Between now and the end of your
earthly story, there will be continual bat-
tles to be fought. I encourage you to take
advantage of the spiritual weapons that
are available to you. Most people own a
copy of the Bible, but few ever read it.
Pick it up; dust it off and read Ephesians,
Chapter six. Paul declares that our battle
is with spiritual forces. Let’s serve notice
to the spirit world: We are God’s Special
Forces. Satan may have his spiritual
forces but God has his Special Forces.

I joined God’s Special Forces the day
I enlisted by trusting Jesus Christ to be
my Savior and God. All through my 64
years I have had the privilege of fighting
along some marvelous warriors. Some of
them have gone on to heaven. I think of
my buddies like Jim Kurtowicz who
never came home from Viet Nam, but I
also think of my buddies like Leonard Pe-
tersen and Calvin Taylor who fought the
good fight and have recently joined with
all those who have died trusting Christ as

The Pastor’s Desk

Join the Ranchos’ Special Forces

Between now and the end of
your earthly story, there will be con-
tinual battles to be fought. I encour-
age you to take advantage of the
spiritual weapons that are available
to you. Most people own a copy of
the Bible, but few ever read it.

Please see PASTOR on P. 22

LEGAL NOTICE
“MADERA COUNTY HAS DECLARED THAT THE GROWTH

AND ACCUMULATION OF WEEDS IN THE UNINCORPORATED
AREAS OF THE COUNTY POSES A FIRE SAFETY AND PUBLIC
HEALTH RISK AND THEREFORE HAS DECLARED WEEDS A SEA-
SONAL AND RECURRING NUISANCE. THE RESPONSIBILITY TO
ABATE SUCH NUISANCE LIES WITH THE INDIVIDUAL PROP-
ERTY OWNER. THIS YEAR THIS NUISANCE MUST BE ABATED
ON OR BEFORE MAY 1, 2011.”

Due to the weed regrowth and the continual hazard throughout the summer
HAZARDABATEMENT MUST BE MAINTAINED THROUGHOUT THE
FIRE SEASON. This may require REDISCING/HAZARD ABATEMENT
MORE THAN ONCE AS WEEDS AND HAZARDS MAY RETURN.

2/11

The Milgard Makeover

Clearly a beautiful offer

SAVE ENERGY!
BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME! REDUCE STREET NOISE!

Nothing increases energy efficiency while reducing out-
side noise like award-winning Milgard replacement windows.
Locally made and serviced, Milgard offers an industry leading
lifetime guarantee. If your home is ready for a makeover, call
Madera Glass & Mirror, your certified Milgard dealer today.

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

559-673-3583
Madera Glass & Mirror Co. • 1825 Howard Rd., Madera

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

O.A.C.

2
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Have friends or family
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are
you moving but you
still want to keep in touch
with what’s happening in
the Madera Ranchos?

to the Ranchos Independent!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@yahoo.com

37167 Ave. 12, #5C
Madera, CA 93636

SUBSCRIBE!

Ranchos IndependentThe

local news • local events • local happenings
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SPREAD THE NEWS!

Savior. Many have died in battle and the
war goes on. Take heart, weary soldiers!
Upon the authority of God’s Word, I
promise you a victory is on the horizon!
I don’t care what your life circumstance
is today; you have hope in Jesus Christ.
Look to Him, trust in Him, and cling to
Him. He is the Commander on the Field
and He will direct your paths.

God is accepting new recruits today.
On His behalf I want to extend an invi-
tation for you to be part of the Special
Prayer Force for the Ranchos.

Pastor’s Prayer
Dear God, I thank you that we don’t

have to depend on our own resources to
fight the battles of life. By faith we ap-
propriate your weapons and activate
your angels to come to our rescue. Bring
a mighty victory out of our situations to
the ultimate glory of God. God intervene
for the folks in the Ranchos. We are a
blessed community but there is much
heartache in the battles that are being
fought in the secret compartments of the
hearts of our people. I pray for the peace
that passes understanding and for power
that defies any explanation but for say-
ing, “It’s a God thing!” Please move in
on this community in such a way that we
win the battle for the souls of our kids.
Move on us in such a way as to sustain
our homes and families and our well

being. Thank you for being God. Amen.

David Jones is the Pastor of Golden Val-
ley Baptist Church at 12414 Road 37 in the

Madera Ranchos. You can reach him through
the church website at www.goldenvalley-
church.com. You can send him an email
from the website and he’ll write back.

PASTOR cont. from P. 21

DREY STOCK” and I am honored.
Don’t forget that the most votes wins,
so I expect all of my friends out there
to vote for me. This is going to be fun!

Next on the calendar is on Satur-
day, Mar. 5, starting with the Ranchos
Hills Senior’s monthly sale of plants,
bargains at the Treasure House, bake
sale, produce and boutique. The sale is
from 8 a.m. to noon. After you have
lunch and rest a little make your way

to Liberty High cafeteria for the
Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
annual all you can eat Crab Feed at 6
p.m. This is our local Chamber of
Commerce fundraiser that keeps our
Chamber going and growing. Stop by
the Chamber office and pick up a
ticket for $40. If you like crab, this is
the event for you to have a great din-
ner and a fun night out. I have been to
each Crab Feed since the Chamber
started having them and they just keep
getting better each year.

STOCK cont. from P. 7
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The Lazy K Ranch “Pick-A-Colt” Day
Sale will be held one month earlier this year,
Saturday May 7, 2011, to accommodate a
shift in the ranch’s breeding schedule and
cattle drive. Also new this year, get from
two new stallions added to the breeding pro-
gram, including an own son of Shining
Spark.

What hasn’t changed is the availability
to purchase foals from some of the best
ranch horse bloodlines in the country, in-
cluding Colonel Freckles, Doc O’ Lena,
Sugar Bars, Hollywood Dun It and Peppy
San Badger. This Quarter Horse and Paint
horse sale offers more than 70 colts, fillies,
yearlings and a few very kid-friendly riding
horses all priced to sell with at least 60 head
priced between $575 and $975. All horses
are pre-priced and sold on a first to pick first
to purchase basis.

“We moved the sale up a month as most
of our foals now are fall babies,” said Larry
Knapp, sale manager. “Weaning these
youngsters in May allows them plenty of
time on their dams, gets them to their new
homes earlier and allows us a little more time
to get our cattle to their summer pasture.”

Each horse will be available to view
online at LazyKRanch.com in January. In-
formation on each sale horse includes their
pedigree and a photograph, and the photo-
graphs of their sire and dam. Shoppers can
visit the site and narrow their selections
prior to arrival sale day. For those who can’t
make the trip to the ranch, the sale is open to
Internet buyers one hour after the sale be-
gins. Prices for each horse are posted on the
ranch Web site, Lazykranch.com, the night
before the sale.

“This is the place to get an authentic
ranch horse with color,” said Larry Knapp,
sale manager. “We’ve got dazzling buck-
skins, palominos, roans and fancy paints all
for less than a breeding fee.” “We offer the
Internet option so anyone, no matter where
they live, can purchase a good ranch, show
or trail horse at a great price.”

On sale day, May 7, the ranch gates
open at 8:30 a.m. with the sale beginning at
10:00 a.m., followed by the online portion of
the sale. Shipping assistance is available for
online buyers located in Southern California.

“It’s quite a sight to see when we open
up the corrals at 10,” said Sherry Knapp.
“People are so excited to finally be able to
PICK that perfect horse they have been re-
searching online.”

For more information on the “Pick-A-
Colt” Day Sale visit LazyKRanch.com or
contact the ranch at 559-665-2908. Infor-
mation is also available on Facebook and
Youtube.com.

“Pick-A-Colt”Day
pump, a trailer that’s been chopped up and
three operable trailers – all reported stolen
out of Fresno. Major power and hand tools,
all used at construction sites, and at least
two Dell computers were also recovered.
The TV’s, treadmills and office furniture
were all stolen from a warehouse in Fresno
and the owner of a stolen generator was
able to be located because he had it
stamped with an OAN (Owner Applied
Number).

As the task of sorting through the

equipment carries on, deputies have also
recovered elliptical machines – at least
one destined for a Doctor’s office in
Madera.

Deputies say they have only
scratched the surface and that the final
count as to the price tag of the stolen
goods is still being tallied, but Detectives
estimate it to be several hundred thou-
sand dollars worth of stolen goods.

In addition to the stolen property,
Deputies also found and seized a glass
pipe commonly used to smoke Metham-
phetamine as well as a bindle of Meth, all

believed to belong to the suspect.
The renter, Wendell Ray Campbell,

has since posted his bail that was set at
$10,000. Deputies have been told that
Campbell has only lived at that address for
the past three months, but based on the
vast amount of stolen property that can-
vasses the back lot, Deputies believe oth-
ers may be involved.

If anyone has information about this
case they are asked to call either the
Madera County Sheriff’s Office at 559-
675-7770 or CRIME STOPPERS at 498-
STOP.

STASH cont. from P. 2

ered to be in remission.
Alicia Delgado, Lexi’s

Aunt said, “Lexi was thrilled to be home for Christmas. However,
just before she completed her last chemotherapy treatment, her
doctors discovered that the Leukemia had returned. Because she
relapsed during treatment her treatment will now require a bone
marrow transplant.” The bone marrow transplant will be per-
formed at Lucille Packard Children's Hospital in Stanford as soon
as a bone marrow donor match is found. Lexi and her family will
have to stay in Stanford for approximately three months after the
bone marrow transplant. Until a donor match is found, Lexi will
continue to be treated at Children's Hospital.

Understandably, Lexi said, “When I was first diagnosed with
Leukemia I never
thought this would
ever happen to me.
I was scared. Right
now, I am grateful
for my family,
friends, and sup-
porters in the
Madera Ranchos. I
look forward to get-
ting well and doing
all of the things I
did before I was di-
agnosed. I’d like to
be home to spend
time with friends
and family.”

Event organ-
izer and owner of the Edge Salon, Jennifer Sewell, has known the
Delgado family for some time. She had the pleasure of cutting
Lexi’s hair just before she went into the hospital. Sewell said, “I
knew I had to do whatever I could do to help Lexi fight this dis-
ease.” When she spoke to her staff about organizing a Cut-A-Thon
they were excited to help. During the six-hour event, Jennifer and
her stylists, Kristin Knobloch and Mandi Marley, gave 70 hair-
cuts and manicurist Prima Delgado (no relation to Lexi) gave 14
manicures. The staff donated their time as well as tips earned dur-
ing the event. The Pizza Factory donated 20 percent of all pizza
sales and Alfresco Coffee organized a silent auction. Wendy Mee
even collected $82 from other 5th graders at Webster Elementary
School.

Candy Hall has been Lexi’s Girl Scout Troop Leader since
Lexi was five years old and she’s watched Lexi grow into a beau-
tiful young lady. Hall organized the blood and bone marrow drives
and the Girl Scouts had a bake sale. Hall was happy to step up to
the plate to help, saying, “Too many people go through life think-

ing they should do something someday when in fact they should
do anything today! As a mother, I’d hope the community would
do the same if it were my child.”

“The lines were long everywhere but people didn’t mind
waiting at all because they knew it was for a great cause.” said
Sewell. Organizers were overjoyed at the turnout but not surprised
at the generosity of Madera Ranchos residents. Sewell points out,
“I knew how touched the Knoblock family had been by how the
community had embraced their family several years ago when
Gavin Knobloch was seriously injured in a tragic automobile ac-
cident.”

The Delgado Family would like to thank the Madera Ranchos
community for all of their prayers, love, support, and contribu-

tions. Operation
Love for Lexi would
not have happened
if it weren't for all of
the hard work of so
many people. Fam-
ily members said
they truly appreci-
ated and loved their
community for sup-
porting their family
and uplifting their
spirits over the past
seven months.

Organizers and
the Delgado Family
want to thank
everyone who do-

nated, everyone who volunteered and everyone who came out to
help. Special Thanks go out to: Alfresco Coffee, Candy Hall, Cen-
tral California Blood Center, Crafters Cove, Debbie Iler, Future
Fashions Boutique, Girl Scouts, Hurst Hardware, Jennifer Sewell,
Kristin Knobloch, Mandi Marley, Maria Knobloch, Monica Mor-
ris, Napa Auto Parts, Prima Delgado, Ranchos Cafe, Ranchos Fit-
ness Unlimited, Ranchos/Hills Seniors, Ranchos Lions’ Club,
Smoking Coal, Subway, Teco and Gus's Meat Locker, The Ana-
heim Angels, the Edge Salon, the Higgins Family, the Pizza Fac-
tory, the Ranchos Independent, the Ranchos Market, Valley
Propane, Webster Elementary School 5th Graders, Wendy Mee,
Wight Water Pool & Supply, and to the Children’s Hospital for
taking care of Lexi.

If you are interested in contributing, signing up for the next
blood drive or bone marrow registry or if you’d like to purchase
an “Operation Love for Lexi” t-shirt, please call the Edge Salon
at 559-645-8323. T-Shirts are $15 with $6 going to the Delgado
family.

LEXI cont. from P. 2

Lexi’s family, the Delgados, were over-
whelmed by the outpouring of the Ranchos’com-
mittment to one young girl.

Jennifer Sewell, right, owner of the Edge
Salon, was the driving force behind Operation
Love for Lexi.
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Ranchos Dental Care
& Orthodontics
37144 Avenue 12 #104
Madera Ranchos

www.ranchosdental.com
559-645-5320

Service Schedule
Sunday 10 a.m.
Sunday 6 p.m.

AWANA Children's Ministry
Nursery Provided Ages 0-3 yrs.

Senior Pastors Bernard & Linda Morris/ Resident Pastors Stoney & Amy Berna

On the corner of Ave.15 and Monreal

The Lighthouse
Christian Fellowship

15048 Monreal Rd. Madera, CA 93636 559-645-0722

2/11

4H is Not Slowing Down

The new yea r i s no t s lowing
down the S ie r r a Shadows 4H
c lub , t he member s have been
busy. Favo r i t e Foods Day was
he ld on Jan . 22 a t t he L i f e
Change Commun i ty Church in
Chowch i l l a . 4H member Anah i
R ive ra made and en t e r ed two
d i shes . Anah i p l aced th i rd wi th
he r ve ry moi s t Red Ve lve t cup -
cakes unde r the “made f rom
mix” ca tegory. Anahi a lso placed
thi rd with her diabet ic cookies in
bo th the “hea l t hy /d i e t foods”
ca tegory and in the “educa t iona l
theme.”

The rabbi t pro jec t group pre-
pa red and s tud ied ve ry ha rd fo r
the i r wr i t t en te s t po r t ion of the
sma l l an ima l expo . The second
por t ion , the sk i l l day te s t , t ook
place a t the Madera County Fai r-
g rounds on Feb . 5 . On tha t day
the members were judged on
the i r showmansh ip of the i r r ab -
b i t s , b reed iden t i f i ca t ion , judg-
ing c lass and feed and equipment
ident i f ica t ion .

The Leade r sh ip Confe rence
of Regional Teens (LCORT) con-

fe rence was he ld f rom Jan . 28 –
30 at the Wonder Val ley Ranch in
Sanger. LCORT is open to mem-
bers who are in 7th , 8 th and 9th
grade . Th i s yea r ' s theme was
“Leadersh ip : To Inf in i ty and Be-
yond .” The S ie r r a Shadows 4H
members that a t tended this year ' s
l eade r sh ip t r a in ing where Joy-
l ene Cross , Cody Hef l ey, Can-
d ice Hef l ey, Jus t in Chase and
Micae la Rive ra . Jo l ene Cross ,
who i s an Al l S ta r member, p re -
sented a leadership sess ion along
with other All Star members from
Madera County.

Severa l of the Sier ra Shadow
4H club members wi l l be par t ic i-
pa t ing a t L ives tock Expo (bee f ,
sheep , swine , da i ry ca t t l e , da i ry
goa ts and meat goa ts ) where the
members a re judged on the i r
knowledge , sk i l l , l ives tock eval -
ua t ion and showmanship of the i r
an ima l . Members a re s tudy ing
ha rd prepa r ing fo r the i r wr i t t en
por t ion of the l ives tock expo as
they need to know the ana tomy
of the i r an ima l , t e rms and d i s -
eases and other i tems upon which
they wi l l be t e s t ed . L ives tock
Expo wi l l be he ld a t the Madera
County Fairgrounds on March 26.

You th be tween the ages o f 9
to 18 years o ld may jo in 4H. The
Sier ra Shadows 4H club leader i s
Te r r i Fe rnandez , who can be
reached a t 559-645-4836 . The
next c lub meet ing wi l l be he ld a t
S ie r r a View Elemen ta ry Schoo l
cafe ter ia on March 8 at 6:30 p.m.
We hope to see you there .

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!

2/
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Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

3535 S. Temperance • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Tom and Maria at

2/11

To Advertise
in the
RRaanncchhooss
IInnddeeppeennddeenntt

645-0634call

not his child. 
When one of the Airline representa-

tives came up to him and asked him to
please collect his other child, who had
taken to sprinting up and down the peo-
ple mover just around the corner, the
truth was finally revealed. He stared at
the employee and said, loudly enough to
startle their sleeping mother to con-
sciousness, that he was most certainly
not the parent of either child. The em-
ployee turned her attention to the disori-
ented woman and gently asked her to
wake up and collect her children, who
then sat up and made a motion that one
could only interpret as, “who, me?” to
which the man responded, loudly, and I
am quoting here because I wrote it down,
“No, the other mistress of Satan who let
her demon spawn run amuck in the air-

port while she took a little snooze.” This
man was after my own heart.

The woman’s face twisted into a de-
fiant glare as she stood up and shouted
something back that I couldn’t hear be-
cause I was too busy trying to maintain
the control of my bladder that was being
threatened by my sudden bout of hyste-
ria. She grabbed one child and stormed
off to collect the other. I started a slow
clap as she stomped off, but it didn’t
catch on. No one else found this hilari-
ous? People need to laugh more.

Suddenly an announcement came
over the loudspeaker that my flight
would be boarding soon. I looked at my
watch and saw I had passed more than
two hours watching other people act like
fools. I smiled to myself as I thought
who needs a video game when you can
always count on an idiot to help you
lose track of time.

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6
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The Taming of the Beast

By Sandy Forbes

The definition of beast is “savage
in nature, contemptible and deserving
of scorn; despicable.” The definition of
taming is “changed from the wild or
savage state; domesticated, without
real power; serviceable but harmless to
control; render useful.”

There’s a gigantic beast among us
and it has been growing for years. Many
in congress have been feeding it with
our tax dollars via the passage of bills.
Some have ignored it, some have feared
it, and some have tried to fight it. The
beast has grown monstrous, threatening
our country’s stability, causing concern.
Yes, the beast is BIG government, and it
must be reduced dramatically in size as
we can no longer afford to satiate its
colossal appetite.

The beast has many veins (depart-
ments, special-purpose districts, state
and local governments) that also need
monitory fulfillment. To temper the
beast, some veins can be clamped by
eliminating departments and ceasing
entitlements. Several government func-
tions could be performed in one depart-

ment instead of two, and most federal
government roles should be completely
run and funded by the states as origi-
nally stipulated in the constitution.

If not repealed, a large vein will be
“Obamacare”; however, that vein may
soon be clamped. In a Florida district
court, Judge C.R. Vinson ruled against
mandatory insurance from a consoli-
dated case repealing Obamacare by 26
states – Alabama, Alaska, Arizona,
Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, In-
diana, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Maine,
Michigan, Mississippi, Nebraska, Ne-
vada, North Dakota, Ohio, Pennsylva-
nia, South Carolina, South Dakota,
Texas, Utah, Washington, Wisconsin
and Wyoming. Virginia had the first
and similar ruling of victory in Decem-
ber by Judge Henry Hudson over this
unconstitutional abuse of federal
power.

“Because the individual mandate is
unconstitutional and not severable, the
entire act must be declared void. This
has been a difficult decision to reach,
and I am aware that it will have inde-
terminable implications,” wrote Judge
Vinson.

No Authority
In the constitution, congress has

absolutely no authority to reform the
states’ healthcare system. Thomas Jef-
ferson once said, “I predict future hap-

piness for Americans if they can pre-
vent the government from wasting the
labors of the people under the pretense
of taking care of them.”

Last month’s column dissected the
largest vein fueling the beast, the Fed-
eral Reserve. It is vitally important that
all American citizens view these two
sites, and forward to family and friends:

Money: A Brief History of the
American Dollar

video.google.com/videoplay?docid
=2717350365989458437#

Money: Defending Your Prosperity
by Kirk MacKenzie - three separate
videos

www.silentnomorepublications.com/
Money/Video.html

It is no longer an option to “kick
the can” of monumental debt and de-
pendency problems down the political
road to the next congress or administra-
tion. It is now time to bite the bullet and
shed the government’s activity of fren-
zied spending. We are at a serious
crossroad across the entire country –
from the Madera Ranchos to the East
Coast.

Message from Reagan
What President Reagan said in

“The Speech – A Time for Choosing” in
1964 applies today:

“This is the issue of this election:
whether we believe in our capacity for
self-government or whether we aban-
don the American Revolution and con-
fess that a little intellectual elite in a
far-distant capitol can plan our lives for
us better than we can plan them our-
selves.

You and I are told increasingly we
have to choose between a left or right.
Well I’d like to suggest there is no such
thing as a left or right. There’s only an

up or down: up, man’s old, old-aged
dream, the ultimate in individual free-
dom consistent with law and order; or
down to the ant heap of totalitarianism.
And regardless of their sincerity, their
humanitarian motives, those who would
trade our freedom for security have em-
barked on this downward course.”

The Madera City/Madera Ranchos
Tea Party Monthly Meetings

Mark your calendar for the third
Thursday of each month. The next meet-
ing is Mar. 17 from 6-8 p.m. at DiCi-
cco's, 516 South I Street in Madera. If
you would like to learn more about im-
portant issues in your area and/or lend a
hand in taming the beast, please join us.

For more information, contact John
Smedley at 645-7031. E-mail address is
jcsmedley@comcast.net. You can also
visit www.centralvalleyteaparty.com,
the Central Valley Tea Party’s Website.

There’s a gigantic beast
among us and it has been growing
for years. Many in congress have
been feeding it with our tax dol-
lars via the passage of bills. Some
have ignored it, some have feared
it, and some have tried to fight it.
The beast has grown monstrous,
threatening our country’s stability,
causing concern. Yes, the beast is
BIG government, and it must be
reduced dramatically in size as we
can no longer afford to satiate its
colossal appetite.
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Classified

Click on “Local News” at

P a i n t i n g S e r v i c e s

P a i n t i n g S e r v i c e s - 4 0 y e a r s o f
e x p e r i e n c e . L i c e n s e d a n d i n -
s u r e d . F r a n k K r a m e r E x t e r i -
o r s . L i c . # 2 7 3 0 9 9 . C a l l
6 4 5 - 4 11 3 .

T r a c t o r S e r v i c e s

T r a c t o r w o r k , d i s c i n g , r o -
t o t i l l i n g , w e e d c u t t i n g .
B o b c a t w o r k , d r i l l i n g p o s t
h o l e s , t r e e s , t r e n c h i n g a n d
c l e a n u p s . C a l l N e a l a t
6 4 5 - 1 2 0 0 o r 2 8 5 - 8 2 1 1 .

Tr a c t o r w o r k , h o u s e p a d s , l o t
l e v e l i n g , d r i v e w a y s , t r e n c h i n g ,
c o n c r e t e w o r k a n d underground
ut i l i t ies ins ta l led . C a l l 5 5 9 - 9 7 0 -

4 4 7 6 o r 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 0 3 3 .

Window Cleaning Services

M o s t w i n d o w s $ 5
i n s i d e / o u t . S c r e e n , t r a c k
a n d s i l l s i n c l u d e d . R e m o v e
h a r d w a t e r s t a i n o n h o m e
w i n d o w s , s h o w e r d o o r s a n d
c a r w i n d o w s . C o b w e b r e -
m o v a l a v a i l a b l e . F u l l y i n -
s u r e d . C a l l N i c k a t
2 8 5 - 1 7 2 3 . F r e e e s t i m a t e s .
S E N I O R D I S C O U N T !

SUDOKU

©2011 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

T O A D V E R T I S E
C A L L 6 4 5 - 0 6 3 4

The Ranchos
Independent

classified rates
arecrazy cheap.
Only $10 for each

25 words.

A l t e r a t i o n S e r v i c e s

M a d l i n ' s A l t e r a t i o n s - 3 5
y e a r s e x p e r i e n c e - T a i l o r -
i n g , r e p a i r s a n d l e a t h e r s .
F a s t s e r v i c e . N E W A D -
D R E S S & P H O N E N U M -
B E R : 3 6 7 3 3 A v e . 1 2 . C a l l
5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 5 8 3 .

C o n s t r u c t i o n

N e w c o n s t r u c t i o n , r e m o d -
e l s , r o o m a d d i t i o n s , b a r n s
a n d p a t i o s . C a l l 5 5 9 - 9 7 0 -
4 4 7 6 o r 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 0 3 3 .

F l o o r / U p h o l s t e r y C a r e

P i n n a c l e C a r p e t C a r e a n d
U p h o l s t e r y . F R E E e s t i -
m a t e s . F R E E s t a i n p r o t e c -
t i o n w i t h a n y p u r c h a s e .
T i l e , a g g r e g a t e , s h o w e r s ,
P e b b l e T e c . G o l d e n Va l l e y
C h a m b e r M e m b e r , B B B , r e f -
e r e n c e s . C a l l B r u c e a t 6 7 6 -
0 7 6 0 .

F o r R e n t

F o r R e n t - 5 B D / 2 B A 2 , 4 0 0
s q . f t . o n 1 0 a c r e s . B a r n
f o r h o r s e s . $ 2 , 0 0 0 . p e r m o .
C a l l 9 0 8 - 4 2 8 9 f o r p a r t i c u -
l a r s .

G u t t e r S e r v i c e s

T h e G u t t e r D o c t o r s p e c i a l i z i n g
i n b o t h c o n t i n u o u s a n d s t a n d a r d
r a i n g u t t e r s . G e n e r a l C o n t r a c t o r
- R e p a i r M a i n t e n a n c e . 2 9 y e a r s
w o r k i n g i n t h e a r e a . C a l l 5 5 9 -
8 2 2 - 2 7 5 9 .

H a n d y m a n S e r v i c e s

H a n d y m a n S e r v i c e s - O .
H A N D Y M A N - N e e d f a n s i n -
s t a l l e d , s p r i n k l e r s , l i g h t e l e c -
t r i c a l , p l u m b i n g , o r a n y
h a n d y m a n c h o r e s ? C a l l O h a n
f o r f r e e e s t i m a t e s . 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 -
4 5 8 3 .

H o u s e c l e a n i n g

H o u s e c l e a n i n g S e r v i c e - H a v e

y o u r h o u s e s p r i n g c l e a n e d a l l
y e a r l o n g . E x p e r i e n c e , r e s p o n -
s i b l e , h o n e s t . F a i r p r i c e s . C a l l
4 1 5 - 2 5 8 5 .

H o m e w o r k H e l p

H o m e w o r k h e l p i s h e r e ! J o i n
o u r H o m e w o r k C l u b . $ 5 . p e r
h o u r M o n d a y - T h u r s d a y 3 : 3 0 -
6 : 0 0 P M . F o r m o r e i n f o c a l l
5 5 9 - 8 2 4 - 4 4 4 5 .

L a n d s c a p i n g

L u k e ' s L a n d s c a p i n g -
L a w n s , g a r d e n s , w e e d s &
t r e e s . M a i n t e n a n c e , c l e a n
u p s a n d r e p a i r s . C a l l t o d a y
f o r f r e e e s t i m a t e . 5 5 9 - 2 4 0 -
8 2 0 3 .
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Real Estate Nancy Watson
645-5000

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 20
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 2/11

A Ranchos resident for over 27 years, I am a full-time professional agent working the
Madera, Fresno and Clovis areas. Inventories of homes for sale are at a long term low.
Now is a great time to sell as competition is low. And it is a great time to buy with record
low interest rates and multiple tax incentives. Call me today!

DAVID PARKER

490-1989
www.davidparker.info

DRE#: 01323109

Realtor®

2/11

LIZ KUCHINSKI
Letting My Experience Work for You

Realtor, Century 21 C. Watson

Liz’s knowledge and understanding of her local community
make her uniquely qualified to enable her clients to own a piece
of the “American Dream.”

Certi�iedResidentialSpecialist
• Repeat and referral based business • Friendly, fun and a positive attitude

• Century 21 Centurion status eight years • MLS Committee Member
Fresno Association of Realtors • Ranchos resident for 25 years

Direct: (559) 364-1000 • Fax: (559) 440-7608
liz@lizkuchinski.com • www.lizsellinghomes.com

Century 21 C.Watson
7520 North Palm • Fresno

2/11
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674-1663
14794 Hwy 41

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

2/11

2/11

www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com

WE’RE ON THE WEB!
Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.

Get fully downloadable back issues of
the Ranchos Independent

(beginning with April 2006).
Learn how you can add your

Ranchos-area business to this site!

2/
11

www.The Ranchos.com
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Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

Click on “Local News” at

VELVET TOUCH
CAR WASH

& DETAIL

645-6630
37075 AVE. 12 • MADERA RANCHOS

B.M.T.
Computer Repair

(559) 917-4507
• Sales & Service

• In-Home Service
Sé Habla Español

Microsoft Cerified Pro

Retired FPD 26 yr.
Ca. Lic.#79328

Certifications:
A+/Network +

Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.

ROGER PRATER
CONCRETE

Residential & Commercial
38 years experience

Lic. # 599235

(559) 645-0911
(559) 645-0916

645-1918
www.hartsphotographs.com

• Professional
photography

• Personalized
unique gifts

• Gift certificates

Jo-De DRILLING

& TRACTOR SERVICE

674-7770
HARDPAN DRILLING

HIGH QUALITY

555599--445544--88006600

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE

TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING   

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER
INSURED

LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

since1970

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Equipment

• Supplies
• Residential

• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial
• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing
Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Notary in the
Ranchos!

IInntteerrlloocckkiinngg  PPaavveerrss

444422--11999999444422--11999999
nnootthhiinngg  oouuttllaassttss  ppaavveerrss!!

wwwwww..rrllaaccyyiinntteerrlloocckkppaavveerrss..ccoomm

LLiicc..  ##330066551111

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal

Color Matching

LIC. #313070

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL
EXTERIOR
INTERIOR
“We cover 

your
problems!”

674-2320
Gerald Scheffing

Painting

KNIGHT &DAY
COMPUTERS

645-0122
• NEW AND USED LAPTOPS •

• PRINTERS • PARTS •

repairs experience

B.E.A.R. #74561

& Chuck’s Transmission

664455--44447755
Ranchos Auto Repair
+ A/C SERVICE

FREE ESTIMATES
LIC. #B0008113

664455--11557788

Jeff Clark

• GM, H1 & ASE Master Certified
• General Automotive Repairs
• Hot Rod Customizing & Lowering

Clark’s Performance

664455--11557788

Lic. #393449

Call us for all

CARTER DRYWALL

your drywall needs

645-1914

Service, Inc.

All Stage Construction, Inc.

559-681-8947

FREE ESTIMATES!

Need
Construction?

• Concrete
• Rough Framing
• General Building
• Steel Buildings • Shop Buildings
• Room Additions • New Construction

LIC. #932435

Landscape &
Gardening
Service

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801
645-1570

Store hours: 
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

CERTIFIED ARBORIST

645-TREE
(8733)

• Artful Pruning
• Removals
• Disease
Management

Page 28    



Business Directory

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Time is on your side in the early part of the week. But anything left undone
by midweek will need to be put into rush mode. The weekend offers choices for you and someone special.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Finally getting credit for a contribution is nice for all you idea-
generating Ferdinands and Fernandas. But don't sit on your laurels under the cork tree. Use it as a first
step to a bigger opportunity.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Despite the progress made, a hint of doubt might set in. That's OK. You
need to stop and consider not only what you're doing but also how you are doing. Make adjustments
where needed.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) The dreamer is dominant in the Moon Child's aspect, but a dollop of
hardheaded practicality is coming up fast and jockeying for space. The challenge is to make room for
both modes.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) It's a good week for Leos and Leonas to start assessing what they've done and
what they plan to do. Moving to a new environment -- home or job-related -- is a possibility for some Cats.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) The week calls for Virgos to make tough decisions, but
in a way that leaves the door open for changes. Ask for advice from someone who has been in the
position you're in now.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Disappointments are never easy to take, but you have the
ability to learn from them and go on to success. Meanwhile, continue to build up your contacts. You'll
need them soon.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Things might still be going much too slowly to suit
you. But you need the time to make sure they're going in the right direction. It's easier to make a course
correction now rather than later.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Showing some temperament at the way things are
going is one way of getting your point across. Just don't overdo it, or you risk turning away more-
moderate supporters.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Things could change more quickly this week than you
like. But don't fret; you'll most likely find that you're up to the challenges. The weekend offers much-
needed relaxation.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Big challenge coming up? Uncross those fingers and
believe that you're going to do well.And keep in mind that so many people have faith in your ability to succeed.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Testing the waters is a good way of learning about an
opportunity before plunging right in. Ask more questions and be alert to any attempts to avoid giving
complete answers.

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

You have a gift for making people
-- and animals, too -- feel special and loved.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk

www.The Ranchos.com

• Industrial
• General

• Farm
• Mig
• Tig
• Stick
• Certified

• Portable

Welding & Fabrication
call JERRY   CLARK • 706-3865

MZC

Professional Pet Care 
When You Can’t Be There

Pets, Plants, Plus+

Accredited • Insured • Bonded

Sandra Oliver

Jackie Jones
559-240-3556

559-232-1352
or

call
Specializing in Livestock

repair
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR

INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

CRONIN MARINE

Since1964

664455--11997777

(559) 645-0634  
Today!
The Ranchos Independent

JEAN BRINER
for MORE sales tomorrow, call

Located in Madera Ranchos in Maywood Center
MON-FRI: 9AM-6PM  SAT: 9AM-3PM  SUN: CLOSE

• 5-Star Rated Company • Tile Cleaning
• Flat Rate Pricing • Green Cleans

• Certified Water Testing

37167 AVE. 12 #5D (559) 645-1969
WWW.WIGHTWATERPOOLS.COM
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Click on “Local News” at

1 GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Where
did Charles Lindbergh start his famous
solo flight across the Atlantic Ocean?
2. LANGUAGE: How many letters are
in the English alphabet?
3. HISTORY: When did Armistice Day
become Veterans Day?
4. TELEVISION: For which city's police
department did Chief Robert Ironside
work?
5. PHILOSOPHY: Which philosopher
was imprisoned for his pacifism in
1918?
6. MYTHOLOGY: What was the name
of Pecos Bill's horse?
7. MOVIES: What were the first names
of the movie star Gish sisters?
8. BIBLE: In the Old Testament, where
did Jacob's Ladder lead?
9. MUSIC: Who wrote the opera "Der
Ring des Nibelungen"?
10. ETIQUETTE: What type of gift
i s t radi t ional for a 20th wedding
anniversary?

1.LongIsland,N.Y.
2.26
3.1954
4.SanFrancisco
5.BertrandRussell
6.Widow-Maker
7.DorothyandLillian
8.Toheaven
9.RichardWagner
10.China

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.
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SSuuppeerr Crosswordby Dave T. Phipps

  www.The Ranchos.com
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SEMCU
ANNUAL MEETING

Monday, February 28 at 6:30 p.m.
Ranchos Pizza Factory

2/
11




